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Roosevelt Cuts Wages
T HE Supreme Court having spoken,
the Great White Father is pictured
as brooding in his lonely tepee. In
reality Mr. Roosevelt’s position is a
happy one. The top leadership of the
A. F. of L. portrays him as the vilely
defeated Moses of the Minimum
Wage. But the President has already
tossed William Green into the bull-
rushes and is leading business to the
promised land of bigger and better
wage cuts. The current slashing of
wages and lengthening of hours is con-
veniently blamed on the Schechter case
decision. Actually wage reductions are
the logical results of previous Admin-
istration policy. Where labor is not
strongly organized and militantly led,
the real determinants of wages have
not been poorly enforced minimums but
the amounts paid on relief. The higher
the wages on work relief or the allow-
ances on home relief the more industry
has to pay for labor. Mr. Roosevelt
had seen to it that industry need pay
less _and less. C.W.A. was revised
downward into F.E.R.A. in response to
the wishes of business, and F.E.R.A.
was revised downward into the $19-a-
month schedule of the present work re-
lief program. Before the Supreme
Court decision, the Roosevelt Adminis-
tration was already committed to lower
wages.

HYPOCRISY recked from the

White House statement of June
4. 'The President felt, according to
that statement, that “‘the government
should take a practical and definite step
to show its good faith in maintaining
the larger objectives sought by N.R.A.”
What step more “practical and definite”
than to order revision upward of work
and home relief scales to force pay-
ment of decent wages by industry? The
White House said nothing of relief
scales. Instead Mr. Roosevelt asked
legislation to require observance of
code labor standards in government
purchases and on government contracts.
It was admitted that this would affect
less than one percent of the nation’s
industrial production. Is such legisla-
tion needed if the government wishes
to set up labor standards? Judging

from the Colt Firearms and Ford cases,
it is doubtful whether the government
would try to enforce code standards
even if it had the power. Furthermore,
since with Mr. Roosevelt the hand is
always quicker than the eye, was there
a wage-cutting purpose in the reference
to minimum wages rather than union
standards on construction projects?
Two days after the White House
statement, the Army Quartermaster
depot at Philadelphia was instructed to
ignore N.R.A. standards in accepting
bids on clothing. The army bought
$70,000,000 worth of clothing during
the past 12 months and is expected—
with expansion of C.C.C.—to buy
$116,000,000 worth during the next
12 months. Nearly all mills do some
army business, and fair labor standards

Russell T. Limbaci

in government purchases would go far
to maintain decent working conditions
in the textile industry. What happened
to that “good faith in maintaining the
larger objectives sought by N.R.A.”?

HE answer is that Mr. Roosevelt

is keeping faith with the real ob-
jectives of N.R.A.—the increased de-
velopment of monopoly forms in Amer-
ican business, the lessening of the labor
concessions necessary to make the pro-
gram palatable at first, the slow erec-
tion of new instruments of repression
to beat down working-class militancy.
Mr. Green complains that the ‘skele-
ton N.R.A.” sent to Congress by the
President ‘“‘continues the National Re-
covery Act in form but without sub-
stance until April 1, 1936.” The form
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may have vanished, but the substance
is there—for business. Mr. Roosevelt
is empowered to grant exemption from
the anti-trust laws to ‘“‘voluntary” agree-
ments among business men, but nothing
is said of granting this exemption only
if labor standards and labor rights are
observed. Passage of the new N.R.A.
will mark a step further toward the
“self government” of industry a la Mr.
.Swope. The “labor spokesmen” at
Washington who are the tail of the
capitalist dog were reported to have
wagged frantically about this at the
White House. Mr. Roosevelt, like
Castoria, is always soothing. But noth-
ing was done about the protests. Wages
must go down, but profit margins are
to be protected from competition. The
benevolent gentleman from Hyde Park
is delivering the goods.

United Front
T HE photograph in the recent issue
of The Daily Worker in which So-
cialist Norman Thomas shakes the hand
of Communist Angelo Herndon caused
- the pulse of many an American worker
to skip a beat. It visualized a slogan
which springs from the dominant need
of the badly disorganized and unorgan-
ized proletariat of America: “United
Front.” Millions of the dispossessed
are straining toward combined action,
for a final breakdown of the barriers
between all sections of the exploited.
Labor is finally waking up to the recog-
nition of its weak spot: the inability of
the millions to coordinate their strength.
- The Communists, the only capable an-
alysts of historic forces, understand this
and they let no day go by without drum-
ming the lesson home. The plenary ses-
“sion of the Communist Party’s Central
Committee has addressed another and
even more urgent appeal to the leaders
of the Socialist Party to confer on
“united action in this critical hour.”
(Since the N.R.A. decision.) The Com-
munist appeal points out that “‘a flood of
new legislation against civil rights has
prepared the general offensive of capi-
tal.” These laws, they explain, will not
only be used against Communists.

ORMAN THOMAS’ recent dec-
laration supporting the Gallup
miners, his denunciation of the kidnap-
ing of the Communist organizer Robert
Minor, his unconditional espousal of the
Angelo Herndon defense, were big
steps in the right direction. “We put
this question,” the Communists wrote to
their Socialist brothers: “Would it not

be a thousand times more effective if the
two parties conducted a joint planned
campaign which united our forces and
the broader forces that would be en-
couraged by this unity, in a great united
front for civil rights?” This question
is indeed being asked in a multitude of
steel-towns and mining camps. Isolated
united front actions, growing in fre-
quency and scope, occur throughout the
country. The national chairman of the
Socialist Party spoke from the same
platform as the Communist organizer in
Cleveland on May Day—a rare and
highly significant occurrence. Commu-
nists and Socialists collaborate in the
great movement among the steel work-
ers, particularly in the rank and file ac-
tions in the Amalgamated Association
of Iron, Steel and Tin workers. So-
cialist spokesmen endorsed the Commu-
ist-inspired bill H. R. 2827 at the
recent Congressional hearings. The fight
against fascism and war has enlisted

thousands of Communists and Social-
ists; the student and youth movement is’

an example for their elders. All eyes
are on France where the united front of
Communists and Socialists has definitely
checked the advance of Gallic fascism.
On the other hand, Czechoslovakia has
taught a highly important lesson: the
fascists made sweeping gains in the re-
cent election following the Socialist re-
fusal of common front with the Com-
munists. The moral is obvious and it
is criminal for any political leader
among the proletariat to be blind to it.

""WE are ready’” the Communists
here in America say to the So-
cialists “to discuss the united front from
the most elementary issues of civil rights
and economic demands up to the prob-

lems of a mass Labor Party.” The

article elsewhere in this issue—'‘“What
Kind of a Third Party?” reveals the
plans of the demagogues to create a
third party which will serve to sluice the
discontent of the people into channels
safe for capitalism. A genuine Labor
Party, and that means a party based on
the trade unions and organizations of
workingmen and middle-class strata—of
all political shades including the Com-
munists, of course—is the necessity
today. The united front of the Social-
ists and Communists would be a big step
ahead in achieving such a party. Else
the danger is great that America will
witness the formation of a potentially
fascist third party led by an amalgam
of Huey Long, Father Coughlin and
Dr. Townsend.
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Bull-dog Baldwin

T HE shake-up in the British Cabi-
net represents no fundamental
change for the imperialist gang in
power, but a strengthening of the Brit-
ish war policy and the pro-Hitler, anti-
Soviet orientation of the government,
as described by R. Palme Dutt in last
week’s NEw Masses. Ramsay Mac-
Donald handed over the premiership to
his best pal and severest critic Stanley
Baldwin, and slipped into Baldwin’s
former post of Lord President of thc
Council. Stronger measures are needed
so the bull-dog takes the place of the
canny Scot. It is a striking fact that
these two, one a reformist ‘labor
leader” and the other a diehard con-
servative, have held the prime minis-
terial power in England for twelve
years, in almost equal shares; and it
has been impossible to tell which was
the more reactionary. The new govern-
ment shows its hand by appointing Sir
Samuel Hoare, a fervent White Guard
sympathizer and the man who has
done most to rivet the Government of
India Bill on Great Britain’s starving
colonials, to the portfolio of Foreign
Minister. Anthony Eden, whom every-
body expected to take Simon’s job, was
ignored. The British ruling class in-
tensely disliked Eden’s cordiality to the
Soviets on his visit to Moscow in April.

Czech-Soviet Pact

WHILE the Western powers ma-
neuver for war, the Soviet
Union continues to press its peace pol-
icy on every frontier. Following the
conclusion of the mutual defense agree-
ment with France, a similar treaty was
signed on May 17, between the U. S.
S. R. and Czechoslovakia. Dr. Ed-
uard Benes, the Czechoslovakian For-
eign Minister, is known as one of the
clearest-sighted realists in Europe. He
is aware that the only defense of the
small nations against being swept to
their destruction by the armies and air-
planes of the greater powers lies in
solidarity with the Soviet Union by
means of mutual agreements against
the aggressor. Czechoslovakia, more-
over, a young nation which has only
enjoyed a short period of independence,
is already threatened by the Nazi pro-
gram of ‘‘gathering together all coun-
tries of the Holy Roman Empire”—in
other words, subjugating most the
people of Central Europe to Hitler.
The pact with Moscow will consider-
ably cool the zeal of the Nazis. Dr.
Benes said just before his visit to the
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Soviets June 7: “I was always con-

vinced that the peace of Europe was,

impossible without the Soviet Union.”
Last week a credit agreement was also
signed by the U. S. S. R. and Czecho-
slovakia on ‘the most liberal terms
ever granted to the Soviet Union by a
capitalist state.” The credit is a five-
year loan of $10,500,000 at 6 percent,
guaranteed by the Czech government:
and providing for the purchase of
materials in that country.

“Big-mouthed Admiral”

Y a sort of unwritten law long
prevalent in the Navy Department
senile admirals emitting fire and brim-
stone against powers friendly to the
United States have been considered im-
mune to discipline. But when Rear
Admiral Yates Stirling chose the Soviet
Union as the object of his attack, and
when his call to war against the Work-
ers’ Republic was issued in the press of
Hitler’'s American agent, William Ran-
dolph Hearst, he reckoned without a
new force of which he may not be fully
aware. He did not take into account
the indignation of millions of workers
in America and the world who have
sworn to defend the U. S. S. R. with
their lives. The exposure by The Daily
Worker of Stirling’s vicious role sent a
thunder of protest rolling into Wash-
ington.  Not only were workers
aroused; senators, representatives, edi-
tors, retired army officers and members

of the American Legion also demanded
the admiral’s dismissal. Among these
were: Major General William S.
Graves, Commander of the American
Expeditionary Forces in Siberia in
1918-20; Senator Capper of Kansas;
Maxwell S. Stewart, associate editor
of The Nation, and George Soule of
The New Republic; representatives
Maverick of Texas and Marcantonio
of New York, and Thomas J. Sullivan,
former Lieutenant Commander of the
Navy and a member of the American
Legion. Congressman Maverick said
to a Daily Worker correspondent:
“This government recognized the So-
viet Union and has friendly relations
with her. The Admiral is stirring up
trouble by talking criminal nonsense. . .
This big-mouthed Admiral ought to be
kicked bodily out of the Navy.” The
State Department has already been
forced to repudiate Stirling. The pop-
ular outcry against Hearst’s tool and
mouthpiece may compel Roosevelt to
get rid of him altogether.

Brief Career of a Liar

MR. HEARST’S zeal to protect
America from the Reds and to

egg on war preparations against the
Soviet Union has been bolstered in
grand style, for a while, by one An-
drew Smith, “Communist.”” Mr. Smith
has just returned from the U.S.S.R.
where he has spent the last two years;
he is now busily concocting horror stor-

Masses

CONTENTS

June 18, 1935

Vor. XV, No. 12

Editorial Comment .....cccoevvveecnnas 3
Blacklist in The High Schools........... 6
Chiang Kai-Shek Sells China........... 7

What Kind of a Third Party
John Broman 9
What Is Communism?
7: How the Communist Party Works
Earl Browder 11
The Timid Profession....Granville Hicks 14
Red Belt Around Paris..... André Ribard 16
Revolt of the Housewives....Ann Barton 18

Review and Comment
Chamberlin’s “History”. .Joshua Kunitz 22
Poetry of the Season....Moishe Nadir 25

The New Lenin Edition...Henry Hart 26
Brief RevieW...ocoeveeiveeseoneanens 27
Art:

Frank Lloyd Wright's Utopia
Stephen Alexander 28
Theatre Notes....ooveeeeeeeieeeenne ceees 28
Confessions of an Opium Sitter
Robert Forsythe 29

MicuAEL Gorp, EUGENE GORDON,

postage. THE NEW MASSES pays for contributions.

A Letter from America Between Ourselves...ooeeieiennennnnnns . 30
Slavery in the Virgin Islands Drawings by
G. D’Marcy O'Brien 19 Jacob Burck, Russell T. Limbach,
Correspondence «......voveeeeeeninnnnns 21 Mackey.
EDITORS:

GRrANVILLE Hicks,
Josnua Kunirz, RusseLL T. LiMBACH, HERMAN MICHELSON, JOSEPH NORTH,
AsHLEY PETTIS, WILLIAM RANDORF.

WILLIAM BROWDER, Business Manager

Published weekly by the NEwW Massgs, INC., at 31 East 27th Street, New York Ci i

v , INC., i y ity. Mid West Bureau, 184

]\;Ves:ﬁ ‘Washington Street, Room 708, Chicago. Copyright, 1985, NEW MAssES, INC., Reg. U. S. Patent Oﬂiese.
tmh IIIPKS and text may not be reprinted without permission. Entered as second-class matter, June 24, 1926,

:8 ts:oe ost Office at New York, N. Y., under the act of March 3, 1879. Single copies, 10 cents. Subscriptions,
X ha year in U. S. and Colonies and Mexico. Six months $2; three months $1; Foreign $4.50 a year; six

n‘JIont 8 $2.50 ; three months $1.26. Subscribers are notified that no change in address can be

effected in less than two weeks. THE NEW MAsSSES welcomes the work of new writers, in 178

prose and verse, and of artists. Manuscripts and drawings must be accompanied by return

ORRICK JOHNS,

o

5

ies for the edification of Mr. Hearst’s
readers—stories of lurid starvation and
cruelty, bureaucratic terror and gross
inefficiency. There can be no doubt—
Mr. Hearst shrieks in scare headlines
—that Mr. Smith’s tales are true be-
cause Mr. Smith was an ‘“eye-witness”
and a one-time member of the Com-
munist Party. Smith has an interesting
history. He went to the Soviet Union
looking for a “soft berth.” He was
unable to gain entrance to the Party
University. Instead, he was expelled
from the Party, for loafing. Up to his
expulsion in 1934, Smith had sent glow-
ing letters to friends here about good
food and improved clothing in Soviet
Russia, the free opera tickets, the fine
hospitalization, the low prices, the ab-
sence of speed-up. After Smith was ex-
pelled from the Party, Mr. Hearst
came along with tempting offers—
money and publicity. Mr. Smith forgot
the glowing tributes he had written; he
sat down to write what Mr. Hearst
wanted him to write. His stories stood
up just long enough for letters giving
his record to arrive from the Soviet
Union. Now Mr. Smith’s brief day is
over.

Guild Goes Forward

T ITS annual convention in Cleve-

land the American Newspaper
Guild on June sixth declared itself in
favor of affiliation with the A. F. of
L., by a vote of 763 to 46%5. Thus
the long campaign, waged by an ag-
gressive and realistic leadership and
looking to effective labor action for
newswriters has resulted in victory.
Heywood Broun, president, and Sher-
wood Eddy, executive secretary, were
reelected. The Guild will go ahead
greatly strengthened. Among other
positive achievements of the convention
were the endorsement of an indepen-
dent Labor Party, and the empowering
of its National Executive Board to fur-

- ther the establishment of such a party,

and a resolution in favor of a free
press in the interests of the masses,
“not stopping until the men and wo-
men who write, graphically portray, or
edit news have achieved freedom of
conscience to report faithfully labor
struggles . . . and refuse distortion or
suppression to create economic, indus-

“trial and military wars.” Nothing could

illustrate more clearly than this ringing
declaration how the Guild has steadily
progressed in political clarity, taking its
rightful place as leader in the tremen-
dous national struggles of all white col-
lar workers.
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Blacklist in the ngh Schools

WO of the most spectacular and

successful actions against war

and fascism during the last six
months have come from the students
and youth. The student strike of April
12 and the United Youth Day of May
30 were vivid demonstrations of the
growing awareness among youth, both
of the nature of the struggle facing
them and of the way they should face
that struggle. But they knew that in-
creased militancy would meet with in-
creased reaction and their fight is daily
becoming more difficult and intense.

The administration was cunning. In
New York, Assistant Superintendent
Grady gave a pledge to the parents
that no action would be taken against
any high school boy or girl because of
participation in the April 30 anti-war
strike. After that strike, principals in-
sisted that the official notice taken of
the “cuts’” was only the normal proced-
ure in the case of a cut class. But facts
are slowly leaking out, giving evidence
of a systematic attempt to break the
militant spirit of the students.

The reason behind this was well ex-
pressed by Principal Mason of Lincoln
High School in an interview with some
students. “I can forgive a boy,” he
said, “who cuts classes in order to meet
a girl he is fond of, but cutting classes
on April 12 I consider a much more
serious breach of discipline.” To pre-
vent this ‘“‘serious breach of discipline”
—the participation in the active united
front against war and fascism—or to
punish those who defied the administra-
tion, every means from persuasion to
spying was permissible. One of the
most vivid illustrations of the method
used is a memorandum made by the

A student is barred from the History Depart-
ment Service Squad because he belongs to the
NS.L.

A

EVANDZR CITLDS HIGH SCHOOL
GUN HILL EOAD AND BARNES AVEWUE
B RONX, MW YOKK

M¥ay 27, 1935,

- soct-

Tne notation that you partioipated in
an anti-war strike on April 12, 1935 will be
removed from our records at the time that you
graduate 1f you conduct yourself as a good
oitlzen of Evander Childs High School and do
not ag@.o Befy tho school authorities,

\jfm' -

Hymen Alpern
Principal

Assistant Dean of Lincoln High School,
now in the possession of the National
Student League and reproduced on this
page: “This boy is under supervision.
Watch on April 12. Received warn-
ing. Belongs to N. S. L.” Any mem-
ber of the National Student League in
the high schools of New York and else-
where is now not only under suspicion,
but is in danger of having the participa-
tion in the strike used against him to
prevent his entrance into college, and
of being refused the normal privileges
of ill students.

A note from S. Garrett, Chairman
of the History Department of Lincoln
High School, also reproduced here, is
evidence of the treatment given the
members of her class who were unfor-
tunate enough to disagree with her.
Benjamin Jaffe, a student of the same
school, was told that he could expect
“no more consideration” because of
wearing a strike tag, although he had
only recently had an operation.

Edward Berkowitz, another student,
was told that his chances of entering
college and of getting a state scholar-
ship were forfeit because of his par-
ticipation in the student strike. The
principal of Lincoln High School has
stated his determination to ‘“‘spare no
effort to punish these students.”

Other oppressive activities of the ad-
ministrations are too well known to all
active anti-fascist and anti-war fighters
to be recited. The motive for the
authorities’ actions has only partly been
that of revenge for the militant stu-
dents’ defiance. In greater measure their
objective is to break and paralyze the

active leadership of the students’ strug-
gle. This can be seen, for instance,
by the circular sent out by the principal
of Evander Childs High School, to all
students who participated in the strike.
Here, “conduct . . . as a good citizen
of Evander Childs High School” is
held up as a condition of having the
notation of participation in the strike
removed from the records—notation
whose presence would very effectively
bar any entrance into college. The same
Edward Berkowitz was told that ‘it
was unfortunate that he was a senior.
If he had been a lower termer, he
might have cleared his record by being
“good”—by dropping, that is, any ac-
tivities that disagreed with the authori-
ties’ idea of Americanism.

The second point of importance is
that in most cases, students were not
only deceived as to the amount of ad-
ministrative action that would be taken,
but that the administration kept silent
until near the end of the school year,
thus very effectively paralyzing any
student mass pressure in reply to their
disciplinary actions. In some cases,
students were called up during examina-
tions and every opportunity was used
to lower the morale of the students by
intimidation.

The united front of the forces mak-
ing for war and fascism is growing
with terrible speed. Students need ac-
tive cooperation and assistance as much
and perhaps more than any other group
in the fight against these twin evils. The
Metropolitan Student Defense Commit-
tee is calling a mass meeting in the
Central Opera House on Friday eve-
ning, June 14, to arouse public action
against administrative fascism. One of
the most militant fronts of the struggle
is in need of active support, and it
should be given it, before, on and
after Friday evening.

“This boy is under supervision. Watch on
April 12, Received warning. Belongs to N.S.L.”
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Chiang Kai-shek Sells China

HE full acceptance of Japan’s

demands has been uncondition-

ally promised by General Ho
Ying-Ching, Minister of War at Nan-
king and for years Chiang Kai-shek’s
right-hand man. All regular Chinese
troops will be withdrawn from North
China, leaving the Japanese in undis-
puted control of the Peiping-Tientsin
area. General Ho Ying-Ching, fearing
mutiny among the Chinese troops when
they learn of the capitulation, has had
to conceal from them the reasons for
their withdrawal. Thus Chiang Kai-
shek crowns his treachery to the Chi-
nese people.

For two years, since the Nanking
delegates signed the Tangksee truce of
May 31, 1933, there has been a suc-
cession of minor flare-ups in North
China. Each time, after a proper ap-
plication of Japanese ‘“pressure,”
Chiang Kai-shek has gracefully sur-
rendered—a recent instance being Feb-
ruary 2, when Chiang’s delegates signed
away a thousand square miles of Cha-
har province in a ten-minute conference
at Tatang. “But Chiang is playing for
time,” chorus his friends; ‘“he must
unify the country first”"—i.e., use his
airplanes, artillery and best troops
against the Chinese Red Army. ‘“He
cannot afford to provoke Japan while
he is building China’s industrial base,
promoting rural reform and abolishing
opium.”

In the meantime, China’s economic
crisis becomes more acute, millions of
additional peasants in Kweichow and
Szechwan provinces throw in their lot
with the Red armies and the opium
revenues flowing into Chiang Kai-shek’s
coffers (opponents of Nanking’s opium
monopoly are being executed, Chiang’s
agent proudly reports to Geneva) grow
from year to year. Since the surrender
at Tangku, Chiang Kai-shek has con-
tinued to ‘“unify” the country along
these lines and the further capitula-
tions in North China have been care-
fully explained as parts of his “cagey
game’’ against Japan.

But we have now witnessed the log-
ical end of Chiang Kai-shek’s successive
betrayals in North China. A series of
lesser demands presented at the end of
May was rapidly superseded by others
much more far-reaching. The Nanking
authorities delayed long enough to give

some ‘‘face” to their show of opposi-
tion and then surrendered uncondi-
tionally. Chiang Kai-shek did not find
it so easy to justify compliance in this
instance as a ‘‘strategic retreat.” The
Japanese therefore helped him out by
an unparalleled intensity of warlike
preparations. Japanese troops marched
through the Chinese areas in Tientsin;
reinforcements — labeled replacements
—reached North China from Japan;
belligerent statements poured forth
from all the Japanese agents in China;
the Japanese War Minister conferred
with the Japanese Viceroy in Man-
churia regarding the military steps to
be taken; and Foreign Minister Hirota,
erstwhile advocate of ‘‘moderation,”
opponent of the Japanese “military”
party, etc., sent Ariyoshi (now an am-
bassador—what an “honor” for Nan-
king!) back to tell Chiang Kai-shek
that things look dark and he'd better
submit.

The demagogy involved in this Jap-
anese furore went to unheard-of
lengths, including such statements as
that made by Colonel Takashi Sakai:
“We are forced to the conclusion that
Chiang Kai-shek must relinquish his
post.” No A. F. of L. leader, prepar-
ing to sell out a strike, ever had the
ground so well laid for him.

Chiang Kai-shek’s earlier surrenders
to Japan—the Shanghai armistice
(May 5, 1932) and the Tangku truce
—admirably qualified him for his A. F.
of L. role in North China. The Tang-
ku truce, in fact, may well be at the
bottom of the present situation. On the
face of it, this truce merely provided
for the withdrawal of Chinese troops
from the ‘“demilitarized area”—the

northern section of Hopei province ad-

joining Manchuria. The events that
followed its signature on May 31,
1933, however, were noted with grow-
ing amazement by all observers. The
stafing of the North China regime with
notorious pro-Japanese scoundrels, such
as Huang Fu; the restoration of
through Peiping-Mukden railway traf-
fic; the resumption of postal communi-
cations with Manchukuo; and the low-
ering of tariffs on Japanese goods—
what did these things mean? It is now
known that they were pledged by
Chiang Kai-shek in a series of secret
annexes to the Tangku truce. What
more do these annexes contain? Did

they provide for the withdrawal from
North China? Do they perhaps call
for Nanking’s open recognition of
Manchukuo, as soon as Chiang Kai-
shek can ‘“deliver” it? Are the Japa-
nese asking Chiang to make good now
on these pledges? Is this the reason
why China’s ‘“‘violation” of the Tangku
truce figures so largely in the current
Japanese recriminations?

What will happen now in the Peip-
ing-Tientsin area should be clear from
what happened in the ‘“‘demilitarized
area.” From the beginning, it was
dominated by Japanese forces or the
equivalent—that is, Chinese forces ac-
cepting Japanese control and direction.
Enormous quantities of Japanese goods
poured through the Great Wall passes
and seeped into North China through
the “demilitarized area.” At Chanli—
one of the railway towns in the area—
a recent investigator discovered 94
heroin and morphine shops, all pro-
tected by Japanese consular or military
officials. Through such shops in the
“demilitarized area’” an estimated 120,-
000 narcotic addicts (the number is rap-
idly growing) in Hopei province alone
are derived largely from the south-cen-
tral provinces; Japanese opium holds
the field in North China.

The Japanese imperialists have not
only taken over control of the Peip-
ing-Tientsin area. They are definitely
moving to strengthen their grip on In-
ner Mongolia, forever inching up to-
ward the Soviet frontiers. The Kalgan-
Urga caravan route may soon be cut.
But as Chiang Kai-shek’s agents step
out of North China and the Japanese
replace their covert domination by an
open control and occupation, the game
is just beginning. For this act will
open the eyes of many Chinese who
have never before clearly appreciated
the treacherous role that Chiang is
playing in this crisis of China’s na-
tional life. It must bring new forces
into the anti-Japanese movement, forces
strong enough to burst the bonds of
repression that Chiang Kai-shek has
fastened upon it. On this development
will be built that open national-revolu-
tionary struggle of the Chinese masses
which, spreading over the whole coun-
try, will spell the doom of all foreign
imperialism—Western as well as Japa-
nese—in the Far East.
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What Kind of a Third Party?

Los ANGELES.

THIRD party in 1936, a movement
to emancipate the American people
and bring us “the kind of freedom

the Constitution intended us to have,” a move-
ment to bring us, not Communism (forbid
the word!), but a “cooperative common-
wealth,” not dictatorship but democratic ideals
fully expressed in a government of, by and for
the people—

Ah, these are noble ideas to roll under one’s
tongue, all in the tradition of our best political
leaders in American history!

Mryr. F. H. Shoemaker, one-time Farmer-
Labor Congressman from Minnesota, would
be delighted to attend a Hollywood soiree of
earnest-minded folk to explain these radical
but not revolutionary ideas. After all, how
true it is that the thinking people of America
must be the foundation of such a third party
movement. The California phase of the move-
ment might well grow from such a yeasty
group.

Mpr. Shoemaker, meet Mrs.. Harris, and

Dr. Bennett, and Mr. Wallace, and Mr. Car-
rol, and Dr. Everett, and Miss Schwartz, and
Mr. Ashe. Excellent, earnest-minded people,
all of them, albeit some of them a little wor-
ried about unemployment and the dole and the
high cost of meat.
..And now, Mr. Shoemaker, will you please
sit there on the sofa and tell us all about the
third party movement? And what do you
really think of President Roosevelt?

Mr. Shoemaker, member of the Socialist
Party and member of the Farmer-Labor Party
of Minnesota, which he calls “the vanguard of
democracy in America,” leaned forward on
the sofa and cleared his throat in preparation
for the enlightenment of these worthy people
on the third-party movement.

“President Roosevelt,” he said, “has done
nothing for anybody except Wall Street.
Profits of big corporations have increased,
while the lot of the common people has grown
steadily worse. Mr. Morgan even has his
own man in the cabinet in Morgenthau, sec-
retary of the treasury. Just take off the
‘thau’ and you've got it right.

“We have nothing to hope for from the two
old parties. One is a carbuncle and the other
a boil. They are the Gold Dust Twins of
Wall Street and no matter which one is in
power, they do the dirty work for Wall Street.
We used to think that we could accomplish
something by capturing one of the old-line
parties, such as Upton Sinclair did out here in
California last fall. We succeeded in cap-
turing old-line parties in Minnesota, Wiscon-
sin, Montana, but after we’d captured them,
we found that we had nothing, as Upton Sin-
clair found. We had been cheated.

JOHN BROMAN

“So the Farmer-Labor Party in Minnesota
and the Progressive Party in Wisconsin were
formed and now we have decided that a
national third-party movement is essential, a
third party which would coalesce all the
liberal forces in the United States. To such
an end we have called a third-party conven-
tion to be held next July 5, probably in
Chicago, in order to get this thing under way
before the presidential election year.”

The Questions Begin

LL present had been listening atten-

tively to Mr. Shoemaker’s authorita-
tive wisdom. Mr. Shoemaker smiled. So
far so good! But now a sinister questioning
voice is heard. A college professor of eco-
nomics, perhaps most easily classified as a
right-wing Marxist, wants to know if cer-
tain groups of fascist tendencies have been
invited to this thiry-party convention. What
about Huey Long and Father Coughlin, Mr.
Shoemaker?

“Father Coughlin!”’ Shoemaker snorted in-
dignantly. “Why, he’s nothing but a thief!
I furnished him with all the material I had
collected about Hoover’s trading in coolie
slaves in China and what did he do? He
used all my material and never gave me a
bit of credit, even when I protested to him
about it. Don’t talk to me about Father
Coughlin!” :

“Well, did you invite them to the conven-
tion?” ’

“Well, yes, we invited Father Coughlin
and Huey Long.”

“But, Mr. Shoemaker, don’t you think it
is dangerous to have such groups, who are
obviously fascist in tendency, participating in
such a movement?”

“No, I don’t think it is dangerous. We
won’t let them get control and what we
want to do is win their followers away from
them.”

Yet another delicate question enters the
argument. Will the Communist Party be
asked to participate in the convention?

“Well, personally, I am not in favor of
having the Communists participate. Under-
stand, I'm not speaking for the Farmer-
Labor Party, but if I have anything to do
with it, they won’t be in it. You can’t trust
’em. They disrupt everything they go into.
In Minnesota we don’t have any Communists
to speak of. We ran ’em all out after we
found out they wouldn’t stand by their
promises and keep faith with us.”

“But don’t you think,” asked the pro-
fessor, “that the Communists would be a
valuable yeast in such a united front polit-
ical movement, just to counteract such defi-
nitely fascist groups as Long’s Share-the-

Wealth organization and Father Coughlin’s
organization?”’

“You can’t have any kind of a united
front with the Communists!” Shoemaker was
irritated by such persistence. “A united front
to them means doing just what they want to
do. You can’t trust ’em. Just let one of
them in and before you know it he’ll be
running everything. Anyway, just which
one of the dozen-odd brands of Communism
in the United States do you mean? As far
as the Trotzkyites are concerned, we get
along swell with them, but we can’t do any-
thing with the other brands.”

Harold Ashe, who was candidate for
Secretary of State in last fall’s elections on
the Communist Party ticket, entered the
arena.

“You speak of a dozen brands of Com-
munism,” he said. “Don’t you know that
the only organization recognized by the Com-
munist International is the Communist Party
of America?”

“Well, yes, but that’s connected with
Russia. Now I’'m in sympathy with Russia,
I've made a number of trips there, but we’ve
got to do things differently here in America.
Here we can do it by the ballot.”

“Then your ultimate aim is Communism ?”
asked the professor.

“An American form of Communism. As
a member of the Socialist Party, I am a fol-
lower of Karl Marx.”

It became apparent at this stage that Shoe-
maker was at least getting off the Farmer-
Labor “party line,” as expounded by Gov-
ernor Floyd P. Olson of Minnesota, who
apparently sees his political movement as the
main buttress of the capitalistic system. In
THE NEw Masses of March 5 last, John
Strachey quoted as follows from an article
Governor Olson contributed to a Min-
neapolis evening newspaper :

The significant thing to me was that he
[Strachey] devoted most of his attack to the
Farmer-Labor program. In so doing he pursued
the tactics of all Communists, because the Com-
munist movement regards political movements
such as the Farmer-Labor movement as the
greatest obstacles to the attainment of the success
of their endeavors. They believe that capitalism,
whether succeeded by fascism or not, can be
overthrown, either peacefully or by violence. But
they realize that their most vigorous foes and the
foes they will be obliged to finally struggle with,
are political movements such as the Farmer-
Labor political movement.

Governor Olson apparently does not con-
cur with Mr. Shoemaker that Communism
is the ultimate aim. Apparent also is the
position of the Progressive Party of Wiscon-
sin, where on April 30 the lower house of
the state legislature voted 55 to 34 in favor
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of a bill barring Communists from the bal-
lot in that state.

“Another reason for not having the Com-
munists,” continued Shoemaker, “is that they
really don’t amount to anything anyway.
There are only a few thousand of them in
the whole country. If we took them in, they
would hurt more than they would help, by
driving away support. The whole movement
would be labeled Communistic, and the
American people just can’t swallow the word
Communism.”

“But every organization that opposes
capitalism in any form or measure is labeled
Communist by the capitalists,” objected Ashe.
“Whether you want to or not, you are going
to have to fight that word. And as a spokes-
man for the Communist Party, I can assure
you that you’re not going to get anywhere
in California unless you do admit the Com-
munists to your third-party movement. The
leadership of the Communist Party is ac-
cepted, for example, by tens of thousands of
unemployed workers throughout the state
and by thousands of members of militant
trade unions in California. ‘ '

“Oh, I've never been a Red-baiter,” pro-
tested Shoemaker. He then proceeded to
state that the third-party movement expected
to gain its California support from liberal
trade unions, the Epic movement, the Utopian
Society and other liberal organizations.

“Even if you go to those organizations,”
said Ashe, “I can assure you that, whether
you want to or not, you will have to deal
with Communists. In innumerable liberal
and radical organizations throughout Cali-
fornia, Communist leadership is looked up
to, because in many instances, these groups
have been kept alive solely through the
efforts of Communists, which by the way
refutes your statement that the Communists
wreck every organization they go into.”

“r’ll Fool ’Em.”’

T the request of the pacifist hostess,.

who wanted to know “what we can do
out here in California?”’ Shoemaker deserted
this disagreeable phase of the argument to
speak further of his third-party movement.

“The only way to attain success for the
third party,” he said, “is to ignore completely
the Communists, have nothing to do with
them. The American people are so opposed
to the word Communism that any affiliation
with them would ruin everything. They
would hang a Red slogan on to us and
we would be done for.

“The American people are foolable. The
capitalists, through the two old-line political
parties, have been fooling ’em for years,
against their own good.

“T'1l fool ’em,” said Mr. Shoemaker, with
the air of turning a fine phrase, “for their
own good.”

Ah, but these Communists! They're al-
ways making trouble. The question bursts
forth from a “left” sympathizer: “But what
will happen, Mr. Shoemaker, when these peo-

ple are painted a rosier picture, just to fool
’em, by a fascist leader?”

“Fascism isn’t possible in America,” he said,
stamping down hard on that impertinent
question.

“The trouble with you Communists,” con-
tinued Shoemaker, “is that you’re too far in
front of the people. They can’t even hear
what you're saying. I will always walk right
along with the people and stay just far enough
in front of them so that I can always talk
to them over my shoulder.”

“But suppose,” intervenes the ‘“left” sup-
porter again, ‘“‘suppose that while you are
walking along just a little in front of the
masses, along comes another demagogue with
a little brighter tinsel and gaudier trappings?
And suppose, instead of walking, he comes
along on a horse and says to the masses, ‘I'll
not only show the way but I'll give you a
horse to ride on’?”

Mr. Shoemaker bristled with indignation.

“Don’t try to make this ridiculous!” he
stentored. “Fascism and Communism are ob-
solutely impossible in the United States be-
cause of the makeup of the population. Fascism
was profitable in Italy and Germany only be-
cause they are essentially homogeneous coun-
tries as to nationality. But America—why,
America is the melting pot of the world!”

As to Communism’s possibility in the
United States, Shoemaker neglected to point
out the heterogeneous national character of
the U.S.S.R., but the argument swept on to
a new tangent.

Hurrying for Hormel

LA ET me tell you a story,” Shoemaker
said, “about how the Farmer-Labor
Party up in Minnesota functioned during a
critical strike period. The strike was by the
Independent movement in the Hormel Meat
Packing Company plant at Austin, Minn.

“The strike was organized 100 percent.
The boys just took possession of the plant,
turned off the entire refrigeration system,
and ran everybody out of the plant. They
went into the manager’s office and when he
said, “‘You can’t run me out of my own
office, they said, ‘Oh, yeah’ and tossed him
out of the window. And they didn’t stop to
open the window.”

At this point one of the professors inter-
rupted : “Sounds like direct action!”

“They locked up the gates to the plant,”
continued Shoemaker, “and then posted
pickets to keep everybody out. The town
was all for the strike. Even when Governor
Olson came to Austin, they booed him and
practically ran him out of town.

“When I got to Austin several days after
the strike began, the situation was critical.
Within six hours, the million-dollar refriger-
ation system would have been completely shot
and millions of dollars worth of meat, in-
cluding several millions of U. S. government
meat, would have spoiled. Hormel and his
executives had locked themselves in a bank,
and even had rifles to defend themselves. I
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had just talked to Washington and knew
they were about to send in federal troops.

“So-I went to see Hormel, and he pleaded
with me to get the refrigeration system
started. I said, ‘Hormel, are you willing to
give the boys what they want, ten cents an
hour increase?” He said, ‘Yes, for all except
those getting sixty-five cents an hour or bet-
ter, but get that refrigeration system started
and then we can talk business.” Well, I went
out and sold the boys on that basis and in
twenty minutes I was back in the bank to
get Hormel’s refrigeration engineer. He said,
‘What kept you so long?” We got the refrig-
eration system started and the boys went back
to work under that agreement.”

Shoemaker laughed in appreciation of his
own strategy, but the Communist influence
again disturbed his equilibrium.

“But what about the workers who were
getting over sixty-five cents an hour and who
were sold out on their demand for an in-
crease?”’

“Most of the employees, probably 9o per-
cent or so, got the raise.”

“And the others couldn’t have held out
for their demands if they had wanted to?”
commented Ashe. R ’

But Shoemaker swept on to a new phase.

“Let me tell you about the agreement I
worked out with Hormel for the union just
a few weeks ago at Palm Springs,” he said.
(Palm Springs is a California desert resort
for millionaires.)

“Hormel agreed to pay all his men for a
full six days a week, regardless of whether
they only actually worked three days. This
agreement will last until 1940. If business
picks up before that time, they are to work
overtime without pay for the number of-
hours they were paid for without working.
I got Hormel to sign this agreement and
then we had a couple of highballs just to
celebrate.” ;

“In other words, Mr. Shoemaker,” inter-
posed Ashe with disturbing irony, “you mort-
gaged the worker until 1940.”

Shoemaker did not deign to reply.

Rough and Tumble

T this juncture a college professor,
whose economic insecurity had led him
to follow Upton Sinclair in last fall’s guber-
natorial election to his own ultimate dis-
illusion, expressed dissatisfaction with Shoe-
maker’s previous touting of the ballot as the
only essential weapon for social change.
“We in California,” he said, “learned a
valuable lesson last fall. We learned that
capitalism when actually threatened with the
imminent rise to political power of a party,
even such as Sinclair’s Epic movement with
its comparatively mild program of social
change, that capitalism will do everything in
its power to defeat such a possibility. In
Sinclair’s case, vicious propaganda and the
intimidation of voters by attempting to dis-
enfranchise several hundred thousand voters,
were the most violent methods used, but we



JUNE 18, 1935

fully anticipate that the next time, if capital-
ism thinks it necessary, we will be met with
bayonets. 'What about that, Mr. Shoe-
maker?”

“Well,” said Shoemaker, “if it comes to
that, I'm willing to take a bayonet.”

“Where, Mr. Shoemaker,” asked the pro-
fessor, “in the belly?”

When the laughter subsided, Shoemaker
said rather diffidently, “I mean I'm willing
to fight then.”

“It will be too late!l” chorused the left
wing of the argument.

“When that time comes, Mr. Shoemaker,
we’ll have fascism right on our necks,” said
Ashe. “The only thing to do is to warn the
workers right now of that probability and
to prepare them to cope with it when it
comes.” <

At this distinctly embarrassing moment of
the soiree, Mr. Shoemaker was rescued by
the tactful invitation of his hostess to a buffet
supper. General discussion was over, but
sporadic argument, punctuated by coffee and
sandwiches, continued.

During the course of the evening, Shoe-
maker made this statement, illuminating in
connection with his announced intention to
“fool ’em”: “Of course, you understand that
I won’t tell ‘all these things when I speak
at my mass meeting tomorrow afternoon at
the Hollywood Bowl.”

True to his word, he did not mention “all
these things” at his mass meeting.

The Bowl event was sponsored by the
National Economic Congress, a ‘“‘crackpot”
organization of potential fascist tinder, which
promulgates the theory that the economic ills
can be cured by revision of the monetary
system to what they call “dated money.”
Sherman J. Bainbridge, executive of the con-
gress, told the crowd of some 4,000 that
their presence was “proof of your loyal
Americanism with deep-seated confidence in
the government.” He also revealed that

identical meetings were being held in De-
troit, with Father Coughlin, Senator Nye of
North Dakota and Senator Thomas of
Oklahoma, as speakers, and in Des Moines,
Iowa, with Governor Olson and Huey Long
as speakers.

Taps on Three Wrists

Significant was the fact that Shoemaker
delivered his two-hour speech entirely ex-
temporaneously, save for one section which
he read, indicating that the previous evening
had awakened his political acumen to the
fact that playing with the evanescent nominal
leadership of these organizations was futile.
This section of his speech read:

“Before I came on the stage, someone
stopped me and said, ‘I hope you are not
falling for fakirs like Huey Long, Father
Coughlin and Dr. Townsend.” I was asked
to state my position in regard to these worthy
gentlemen, and I give credit to them for
their sincerity.

“To Huey Long, I say, that your plan
of every man a king is okay, provided you
are willing to abolish the Kingfish of Kale.
But are you, Mr. Long? Incomes of $2,500
yearly per family can easily be obtained, but
not under the profit system. Mr. Long, are
you for or against the profit system?

“To Father Coughlin, I say, your denun-
ciations of banks and banksters are sweet
music to my ears, but are you willing to
change the system where bankers rule the
roost to a system where no bankers are al-
lowed on the roost?

“To Dr. Townsend, I say, that old age
pensions are feasible and your movement
has my sympathy, but it can’t be worked by
robbing Peter who works part-time, for Paul,
too-old-to-work.

“To all three of you, individually and
collectively, let me say, gentlemen, you have
the rods, the sinkers and the bait, but as
long as you don’t produce the hooks to snag

11

the fish, why you just ain’t talking sense.”

Testimony as to the effectiveness of his
demagagic tactics was the manner in which
he swung the crowd, which had enthusias-
tically applauded reference by previous speak-
ers to Father Coughlin and Huey Long, to
the position where they just as enthusiasti-
cally applauded his mild questionings of these
same “gentlemen.”

Equally effective was his politic attack on
Upton Sinclair, who now dreams nightly of
capturing the national Democratic Party. In
this supposed stronghold of Sinclair, Shoe-
maker accomplished this strategic attack
without in any way alienating his audience.

In all fairness to Mr. Shoemaker, it must
be stated that he is an infinitely superior
demagogue to Mr. Sinclair or any of the
other self-appointed leaders of the masses on
the California scene. It is quite possible that
he may be able to develop a considerable fol-
lowing in California for his third-party
movement, which must inevitably lead the
masses into the same cul de sac that the
German workers were led into by the Social
Democracy, a position which will strengthen
the possibility of fascism in the United
States. On the other hand, it is very un-
likely that such a third party will gain the
degree of mass support that Upton Sinclair
momentarily obtained for his gubernatorial
campaign. The California situation has taken
a healthier turn the last six months, and the
masses no longer respond with fanatic zeal
to the would-be demagogues and their organ-
izations controlled from the top. Rank-and-
file control is the increasingly heard demand
of the California workers and farmers.

The seeds of a genuine Labor Party based
upon the trade unions and organizations con-
taining the exploited—of all political shad-
ings including the Communists—are present
in California, ready to grow into a body
that will truly represent the demands of the
working class.

What Is Communism?

How the Communist Party Works

flood of questions from our readers re-

lating to the Communist Party and how
it works. We quote representative questions
from a variety of letters:

IT IS now time to give attention to a

Does the Communist Party take orders from
Moscow? . . . How is the leadership of the Party
chosen? ... What is the Third International and
how does it work? . . . Is the Communist Party
supported by Moscow gold? . . . Who is eligible
to membership in the Communist Party? . . .
What is the size of the Communist Party and
how fast is it growing? . . . Why doesn’t it grow
faster?

EARL BROWDER

No, the Communist Party does not “take
orders” from Moscow. The very placing of
such a question becomes absurd when we re-
member that a political party, even so small
as the C.P. still is, can live and grow only
to the extent that it directly represents, leads
and organizes the struggle for the needs of
the masses whom it would win,

The Communist Party is the modern con-
tinuation of the revolutionary socialist move-
ment, which has a continuous history of or-
ganization of fifty-five or sixty years. It has
gathered into itself all that is healthy of the

formerly scattered and split revolutionary
trends and currents from the Socialist Party,
the Socialist - Labor Party, the Industrial
Workers of the World (IL.LW.W.) and even
the proletarian elements of the former anar-
chist movement. But it has brought them
together, not as a loose federation of group-
ings, each retaining its old ideas, but by a
drastic remolding and remaking of them all,
melting them down and recasting them into
the single mold of a unified, uniform party.

This Communist Party is organized on the
principle of democratic - centralism. That
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means, that the leadership of the party is
elected from below, from the membership
units of the party, in a delegated party con-
vention, which is the supreme authority of
the party. The convention adopts the pro-
gram and elects a Central Committee, which
exercises full power of direction of the party
between conventions. Below the Central
Committee, and subordinated to it, are some
twenty-seven District Committees, elected' by
District Conventions; the Districts are simi-
larly subdivided into Sections; the Section
Committees are based directly upon the mem-
bership units (or nuclei).

This system of democratic—centraliS{n ac-
complishes two vital aims of Communist or-
ganizations; it achieves a united party, moti-
vated by a uniform strategy and tactic,
uniting thousands of wills into a sing!e will,
concentrating into one great proletarian fist
that multitude of individual forces that
would otherwise cancel one another in‘dis-
unity and confusion; and secondly, it achieves
this not by blotting out the individual par-
ticipation and initiative, but by broademfxg
and deepening inner democracy, by organiz-
ing it.

The Communist Party of the United
States is, in turn, united with the parties of
all other countries (about sixty of them)
into a World Party, organized on the same
principles. This is the Commupist Inter-
national (sometimes called Commtern,.for
short), headed by its Executive Committee
(E.C.C.L), elected at the World Congress.
The Communist International is also knov?n
as the Third International, to designate its
lineal descent from the International Work-
ingmen’s Association or First International,
founded by Marx and Engels, and the Sec-
ond or Socialist International, which con-
tinued the tradition of Marx until the
World War, when it collapsed.

That hoary old legend of “Moscow gold,”
which the Hearsts of all lands constantly
repeat, is only an effort to hide the fact that
Communist Parties grow naturally out of
the class struggle in each country. They
would like the masses to believe that Com-
munist Parties are mercenaries, bribed and
bought by the Moscow Bolsheviks to “make
trouble” in the capitalist countries.

No, the C.P.U.S.A. receives no “Moscow
gold.” Its finances come from the workers
and sympathizers in this country. But that
is not to deny that Communists send money
from one country to another to help those
who are in the most difficult positions. For
example, the C.P.U.S.A. itself pays “interna-
tional dues,” which it collects from its mem-
bers, amounting to about $20,000 per year,
and of which about 80 percent goes to help
the Communist Parties of Germany, Ireland,
Cuba, Philippine Islands, Canada and Porto
Rico. During 1934, the C.P.U.S.A. sent
over $12,000 to the German Party. The
C.P.U.S.A. gets no financial help from the
outside, because it is still working under what
is comparatively the most favorable condi-
tions, opportunities for open work, etc., but

must itself help the others, especially in fas-
cist .and colonial countries. ‘Such amounts
spent on international solidarity are compa-
ratively small, but politically are of great
importance. ‘They serve to emphasize and
give concrete weight to our conception of a
World Party, the embodiment of the stirring
Marxian slogan, “Workers of all lands,
unite!”

Any man or woman is eligible to member-
ship in the Communist Party who subscribes
to its program, who actively participates in
its work under the direction of the party or-
ganization and who subordinates himself to
the party decisions.

Growth of the C.P.U.S.A. for the past six
years is shown by the following approximate
average dues payments. (Members pay dues
each week on a graduated scale, beginning
at two cents for unemployed, ten to twenty-
five cents for those with incomes up to $25,
two percent for those with incomes of $25
and above, with higher assessments on in-
comes over $50).

Average membership in 1930, 7,000; in
1931, 9,000; in 1932, 14,000; in 1933,
18,000; in 1934, 26,000; in 1935, 30,000.

Membership in mass organizations of va-
rious kinds, not affiliated to the party but
in general sympathy with its program on the
main issues of the day, numbers about 600,
000. Hamilton Fish, the Red-baiting Con-
gressman, recently estimated that this figure
should be 1,200,000, but he does not use
such strict organizational standards for his
judgment as do the Communists. We have
no interest in over-estimating our own
strength. On special issues, such as the
campaign for the Workers’ Unemployment,
Old-age and Social Insurance Bill, H.R.
282%, we have associated with us in the
broad united front on this single issue about
5,000,000 of the membership of various or-
ganizations.

Is the Communist Party satisfied with this

growth? No, not by any means, no more
than our questioner who impatiently asks
“Why doesn’t the party grow faster?” We
are constantly studying the problem, and in
part beginning to solve it, of how to become
a mass party.

But in solving this problem, we know that
the suggestions of many of our correspondents
that we copy the methods of Huey Long and
Father Coughlin, will not help us. These
correspondents are impressed with the huge
claims of ten or more million members in
the Share-Our-Wealth Clubs and the Union
for Social Justice and would like to see us
making similar claims. We, however, could
not obtain any comfort from such a “mem-
bership” even though we counted it in- mil-
lions. These demagogues have a following al-
most, if not quite, unorganized ; we dare not
focl ourselves by claiming the strength of
unorganized following for our strength comes
only from organization capable of action and
struggle. They get their following by irre-
sponsible promises of all things to all men;
we can promise nothing but mass struggle
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and the fruits of mass struggle, based upon a
realistic program which we can and will
actually carry out when the masses are be-
hind us. They obtain enormous financial
backing from capitalists, by using their mass
influence demagogically obtained, for special
capitalist interests; we can win from the
capitalists only their undying hatred and ever
fiercer suppression, and must rely for finances
upon the poverty-stricken workers, with a
trickle of funds from middle-class sympath-
izers. The half-fascist demagogues cannot
teach anything of value to us by their type of
“organization”; if they should ever come to
really serious mass organization in the U.S.,
it will be they who are copying us and not
we them,

The Communist Party is, however, driv-
ing toward a more rapid growth, with the
ambition of becoming in this period a real
mass party. We will not consider that a
serious beginning has been consolidated until
we have 100,000 members. That is the next
goal we are striving toward.

How will we get there?

Chiefly, and before all, by making the
Communist Party known to the millions of
toilers as the best fighter for their im-
mediate interests. Examples of how we do
this are the campaign for the Workers’ Bill,
leadership of the struggles of the unemployed,
strike leadership (best recent example being
the Pacific Coast marine and San Francisco
General Strike) and similar work in every
field of mass endeavor. We take pride in the
unwilling testimonials of our enemies that we
are becoming successful in this field. For
example, Fortune magazine recently, in am
article on the Communist Party, concluded
an article replete with inaccuracies and mis-
information with the following sound obser-
vation:

Not long ago a government official toured the
country, penniless and clothed in tatters, to see
for himself how unemployment relief was being
handled. He learned a great deal. “Even the
Communists taught me something,” he told re-
porters. “I learned the power that the Com-
munists have is gained principally because they
will listen to people who are down and out and’
will work for them and fight for them.”

That is true. But it is only part of the
truth. The Communists do something else,
without which we could never have become
as much of a power as we have and without
which we can never move forward seriously.
That something else is that we always and
everywhere give these immediate struggles a
higher goal than the mere winning of the
demands of the moment. We fight to win
these demands, certainly, but we fight even
better and more uncompromisingly because
at the same time we show the workers how,
by building ever stronger class organizations.
for this fight, we are preparing for bigger
fights that can end only by the final defeat
of the capitalists and the establishing of the
workers in full power in the state, We give:
the workers the visions of the socialist society
and show them the road to attaining it. We
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rally around the workers all other oppressed
people and all those intelligent enough to
cast in their lot with the future.

It is as a part of this last and most im-
portant task, in the building of the mass Com-
munist Party, that this series of articles on

“What is Communism?” gains whatever sig-

. nificance it may have.

In his eighth article, next week, Earl
Browder will discuss “Americanism—W ho
Are the Americans?”’—THE EDITORS.

Questions from Readers
EARL BROWDER

(Replacing for this aweek the “Question and
Answers” are some representative discussion letters
and brief comments thereon.)

The Lawyers Are Doomed
Earl Browder,
¢/o NEw MAsSES

Although I am a member of the legal profession
and for that reason alone, if for no other, I should
fight tooth and nail to perpetuate or at least pro-
long the status quo, I cannot but see the hand-
writing on the wall pointing unmistakably to the in-
evitable doom of the capitalist system.

But you seem to hold out no hope for the lawyers.
You say in your fifth article on Communism: “The
only group in this series we can hold out very little
hope for is the lawyers. God only knows what
they will be good for in a socialist society.”

In the legal profession there has always been a
small group who serve the very rich and a larger
group who cater to the middle class, the smaller
business man. The means of livelihood of the
average lawyer were derived from the middle-class
business men. While the capitalist system was func-
tioning, when business was booming, when the
butcher, the baker, the grocer, the tailor were buy-
ing real estate, investing in mortgages, in building
operations, etc., there was business for the average
lawyer and he had no difficulty in making a living.
With the coming of the era of combinations, con-
solidations and mergers, resulting in the concen-
tration of huge wealth in the hands of the few big
bankers and industrialists, there was inaugurated a
process of elimination—the elimination of the
smaller business man from the field. 1929 and the
years following gave that process of elimination a
big push. Equities and investments in real estate
and in mortgages, stocks and bonds were wiped out
and thousands upon thousands of small business men
were impoverished and made bankrupt, with the
result that at this time we find on the one hand a
small group of lawyers, those on top serving the
big bankers, the big industrialists, large wealth and
reaping a harvest beyond their fondest dreams and
imaginations; on the other side, there is that larger
group of lawyers who formerly catered to the
middle class, the smaller business man, but who,
today, are without business, without any source of
income, due to the impoverishment and bankruptcy
of the smaller business man. There are today thou-
sands of lawyers whose existence is more precarious,
more hopeless and helpless than that of the unem-
ployed. Why then, could not this group find itself
in a new society and fit into it so as to become
useful ? A READER.

Comment: Our legal friend didn’t quite get our
point. We were not condemning those persons, now
unfortunately lawyers, to be eliminated from par-
ticipation in a socialist society—we spoke of the
elimination of the legal profession. Certainly there
will be no use for lawyers, as such, under socialism.
This is in sharp contrast to other professions, such
as engineers, technicians, doctors, etc., whose profes-
sion, far from being injured by a socialist revolution,
will only begin to bloom and expand under social-
ism. For the lawyers, we can only promise the op-
portunity of re-education to become useful citizens in
some other capacity. In the meanwhile, so long as

capitalism exists, even lawyers can make themselves
useful in their professional capacity. The Inter-
national Labor Defense has around it hundreds of
excellent lawyers, who give their services self-sacri-
ficingly; their efforts are highly appreciated. But
even this cannot win any perspective for the legal
profession, as such, after the revolution. It is a
doomed profession.

Exploiters Who Are Exploited

Earl Browder,
c/o NEwW MaAsses

Your article on the relation of the middle class to
the revolution is excellent, as far as it goes. But
I feel that it is not complete. You (and other writers
on the revolutionary potentialities of the middle
class) neglect a group of the petit bourgeoisie which
is quite numerous and important, particularly in
New York City, and which has an especially diffi-
cult problem to face in connection with its political
and economic alignments. I refer to the small man-
ufacturers or contractors, men who exploit workers,
but who are themselves exploited under the capi-
talist system.

I know several such men rather well. One of

- them employs about forty people. Needless to say,

he works them as hard as he can and pays them as
little as he can. Nevertheless, he is making no for-
tune. On the one hand, the bigger concerns in his
field reduce his gross receipts by employing price-
cutting tactics and offering services with which he
can hardly compete. On the other hand, the workers
raise his expenses by organizing for shorter hours
and higher wages.

He himself works very hard. An intelligent and
alert individual, he does all the buying and selling
for his enterprise, takes care of all correspondence,
writes and inserts advertisements in various trade
journals, plans in detail all the products he manu-
factures and supervises the filling of all orders.

A forty-hour week is something which he dreams
of but is unable to achieve personally. He never
works less than 10 hours a day, six days a week. In
his busy season, it is not unusual for him to leave
his home at five in the morning and return at mid-
night. A vacation in the summer (or at any other
time, for that matter)is simply out of the question.

The income he draws from his business is a sum
which is insufficient to secure for his family a great
many things which every worker would have in a
socialist society. Proper medical and dental atten-
tion, college educations for his children, adequate
recreation and vacation facilities, are things which
he cannot possibly give his family without skimping
on necessary allotments for food, clothing and hous-
ing. He himself is in need of a minor operation
which would incapacitate him for several weeks.
But he has neither the time nor the money to give
his ailment the attention it requires.

In addition, his present source of income is ex-
tremely insecure. The activities of large competing
organizations and of a strong union threaten daily
to crush his enterprise. There is only one practicable
way for this man to save his business organization
and even such salvation is only temporary. That
way is to fight the union. And that is just what
he does.

At this point, it is necessary to emphasize that
the individual in question is well aware of the na-
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ture and implications of the class struggle. He traces
the progress in the U.S.S.R. with enthusiasm and,
theoretically, is in favor of Communism. But, by
virtue of his position, it is impossible for him to put
his theories into practice.

To make his acts consistent with his ideas, this
individual should, of course, give up his business
enterprise at once. However, he has no other source
of income and no other resources on which to falk
back. Present conditions make it seem highly im-
probable that he would be able to get a job in pri-
vate industry. And even if he did get a job, his earn-
ings would be so small that his level of living
would immediately fall sharply. His family would
experience privations and want.

So the man uncomfortably tries to rationalize his
actions and justify his practices. But such rationali-
zation does not solve his problem. Eventually, of
course, the intensification of the class struggle and
the crystallization of the classes will force most of
the small business enterprises out of existence and
the path of such individuals wil be clear. But in the
meantime what are they to do? J. Davis.

Comment: This correspondent has given an indi-
cation of the tragic situation of the small “capital-
ist,” who is in reality only a slave-driver on a com-
mission basis for the real capitalist. The same
arguments could, with small change, fit the case
of an intelligent policeman asigned to strike duty,
hating his work, but determined to support his
family in their accustomed manner. It is very dif-
ficult to give any helpful advice to such individuals
and groups. Their situation is tragic because there
is no solution, except that provided by the inexorable
conclusions of capitalist decay and the final victory
of the working class.

Whose Bill Is H. R. 28277

Earl Browder,
c/o NEw MASSES

I have been an avid follower of your series of
articles in THE NEw Masses. For the benefit of my
Farmer-Labor acquaintances, will you please clear
up the question of who formulated the Workers Bill,
H.R. 2827, sometimes known as the Lundeen bill?
Ernest Lundeen being a Farmer-Laborite, it has been
repeated quite frequently that the Farmer-Labor
Party must take credit for originating the bill.

I would like to have full information on this
YYuestion, published in THE NEw Masses if possible.

Ben C. HAGGLUND.
Thief River Falls, Minnesota.

Comment: Mr. Lundeen is entitled to full credit
for introducing and fighting for H.R. 2827, but his
Party has not been active in this regard and did
not originate the Bill. On this question of whose
bill it is, I spoke at the Unemployment Congress in
Woashington, January 6, 1935, as follows:

It is true that the Communist Party worked
out this Bill, after prolonged consultation with
large numbers of workers, popularized it and
brought millions of Americans to see this Bill
as the only proposal for unemployment insurance
that meets their life needs. But that is not an
argument against the Bill; that is only a recom-
mendation for the Communist Party—for which
we thank Mr. Green most kindly even though
his intentions were not friendly. We Communists
have no desire to keep this Bill as “our own”
private property; we have tried to make it the
common property of all the toiling masses; we
have tried to bring every organization of work-
ers (and also of farmers and middle classes) to
look upon this Bill as “their own.” Thousands
of A.F. of L. locals, scores of Socialist Party or-
ganizations, dozens of Farmer-Labor Party locals,
claim the Bill as theirs. That is good, that is
splendid; the Communist Party, far from disput-
ing title to the Bill with anyone, agrees with
everyone who claims the Bill. We are ready to
support any better proposal, no matter who
should make it. Of course the Bill is yours; it
belongs to the entire working class, to all the
toiling masees of America. In this fact we find
our greatest triumph.
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The Timid Profession

GRANVILLE HICKS

of my dismissal was generally known,

a member of the faculty of Rensse-
laer Polytechnic Institute—I have no idea
who it was—stated at a regional conference
of the American Association of University
Professors that the teachers at R.P.I. did not
dare form a chapter of the Association because
they were in constant dread of the administra-
tion. Imagine it—afraid to form a chapter
of the most respectable, the most cautious, the
most professorial of all the teachers’ organiza-
tions! If that was how my colleagues felt
before they knew what had happened to me,
it is easy to understand why so many of them
now look like bookkeepers who have been
caught in petty larcenies and reprieved by a
_merciful employer.

It is no wonder that many professors are far
from happy. I know one man who admits to
friends that, whenever he is in a social gather-
ing, he has to have two or three drinks because
sober he cannot endure the necessary denial
of all that he really believes. I know another
who, a few years ago, cultivated a reputation
as an iconoclast, not a radical but a Mencken-
worshipper, a scoffer at the sanctities. The bait
of the chairmanship of a department was
dangled before him and he began to curb his
tongue, join clubs, sit on committees. I do
not think he likes it, and he hasn’t yet been
given his just reward. There is a third, per-
haps the only conscious hypocrite of my ac-
quaintance. Not long ago he posed as a
radical; the other day, in the presence of men

ﬁ- FEW WEEKS AGO, before the fact

of influence, he remarked that it was a damn

good thing to deport John Strachey.

Everyone knows why teachers are afraid to
say what they think. One has only to read
Upton Sinclair's The Goose Step to see the
stranglehold that capitalism has on education.
It is only necessary, indeed, to glance at the
list of trustees of any college in the country.
But capitalism’s grip on the colleges is dan-
gerous not only because it can and occasionally
does use its power to dismiss radicals; the
tragedy is that that power so seldom has to
be used. The security of capitalism lies less
in its ability to oust its critics than in the
completeness with which the teaching profes-
sion has been tamed.

The principal defense of capitalism in the
colleges is what is called the academic mind.
Professors have cultivated the notion that
finding the truth and taking sides are incom-
patible. To the unitiated it would seem that
the principal reason for looking for truth was
to be able to act. Teachers, however, pride
themselves on remaining objective, on being
impartial, on suspending judgment, on looking
at both sides—they have many nice phrases for
it. And they continue to do nothing until the
time for action has passed, apparently never
realizing that their inactivity has been a posi-

tive aid to the status quo, that they actually
have taken sides, have lent their support as
definitely and irretrievably as the most bigoted
partisans. Professors believe, as Harry Elmer
Barnes once remarked, that five percent of
overstatement is a cardinal sin and fifty per-
cent of understatement a virtue. They believe
that it is better to countenance a hundred
evils than to make one error of fact or offend
the least cannon of good taste.

The academic mind is an achievement, not
a gift, but it is an achievement which our
whole educational system fosters. A young
man, reasonably idealistic, starts out to be-
come a teacher. He is soon told that the
degree of doctor of philosophy is practically a
prerequisite for promotion and even, in these
days of retrenchment, for a start as instruc-
tor. No one believes that the Ph.D. makes
a man a better teacher. College presidents
say with confidential cynicism that Ph.D.’s
look well in the college catalogue. Heads of
graduate schools admit in candid moments
that the doctoral requirements are useful
chiefly as a means of limiting the number of
men in a crowded profession.

Of course, the young man may survive the
doctorate, may emerge from the years of ardu-
ous and meaningless discipline without having
lost his eagerness for knowledge and his be-
lief in the importance of education. I have
known three or four educational men who did
so. They were intelligent enough to pass the
required courses without wasting much time on
investigating subjects that actually interested

them. They had to fight every step of the way

and, if they had been any less able than they
were, they would have been beaten. It almost
goes without saying that every one of them
hates the Ph.D. and all it stands for.

When a man takes his first instructorship,
he has, unless his graduate work has already
sapped away every bit of imagination and
courage, ideas about teaching. He remembers
how badly, for the most part, he was taught,
how little his education did for him. He wants
to make his subject come alive for his students
and he thinks he knows how to do it. Then
he discovers, unless he is very fortunate, that
his courses are all prescribed for him, the text-
books chosen, perhaps a syllabus prepared. In
any case there are traditions that govern his
courses, traditions, he soon learns, that cannot
safely be violated. His plans for the teaching
of his subject would disrupt the bookkeeping
system: he could not have the right kind of
examinations or get the right kind of grades.
He is part of a machine for the recording of
marks and new ideas are regarded as sabotage.

The young instructor also learns that,
strange as it appears to him, nobody cares
much whether he teaches badly or well. He
may be able to interest his students in his
subject, stimulate their imaginations, awaken
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their minds. His own satisfaction will be his
sole reward. Promotion depends chiefly on
productivity. Scholarly articles in the learned
journals and eventually scholarly books are
the steps to professorial standing. To produce
he must often neglect his teaching. If he hap-
pens to be a scholar by nature, he will not
mind and he may even find it possible to do
a little valuable work. But if he is a teacher
rather than a scholar, he will be unhappy. He
will see stupid, heavy colleagues, capable only
of cramming soon-forgotten facts into bored
young heads, getting promoted because they
tabulate the figures of speech in Paradise Lost
or edit the manuscripts of a sixth-rate states-
man. Having learned in graduate school that
what passes for scholarship is two-thirds dili-
gence and one-third lack of discrimination, he
may well decide that it is easier to conform
than to fight.

Conformity becomes, indeed, the rule of
the instructor’s life. It is true that, for all
the restrictions imposed upon his courses, he
can do more nearly as he pleases than the
employe of a business firm can and, if he
rises in rank, his freedom in the classroom
grows greater. But outside of working hours
he is less free than the lowest Wall Street
clerk. There are colleges that require their
teachers to sign an agreement not to drink
or smoke, to go to church, even to teach
Sunday school. Here in the East we feel
superior to such institutions. But there is
not an instructor in the country, I suspect,
who has not been given friendly advice about
the right clubs, the right churches, the right
associates. There is no compulsion, of course,
in our more enlightened colleges, but there
is a good deal of talk about cooperation and
the cooperative instructor gets ahead. A co-
operative wife is also a help.

Indeed, next to productivity, nothing helps
so much to win promotion as what is called
playing the game. At various times ex-pro-
fessors have written more or less autobio-
graphical novels and they have all described
the petty jealousies and intrigues of aca-
demic life. It is, as a matter of fact, almost
impossible to exaggerate the importance of
social alliances- and campus cliques in the
achievement of professorial advancement. No
novelist has quite done justice to the nicety
with which the timid academician can, on
occasion, cut a throat or stab a back. I
have seen eight men, members of the same
department, constant visitors in each other’s
offices, sharers of the same social life, sitting
around a departmental table and each eye-
ing the others with the most obvious dis-
trust. They were not united in the pursuit
of knowledge; they were separated in the
pursuit of position.

It is in such an environment that the aca-
demic mind develops. Fundamentally the
academic mind is a response to the mean-
inglessness of education. For one hundred
years Americans have been taught to place
their hopes of personal and social salvation
in the educational system. But education
under conditions of finance capitalism has
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little enough to offer either individual or
society, Today it is reported that one-third
of all college graduates cannot get jobs.and
that another third have to take jobs other
than those for which they have been trained.
College administrators, knowing these facts,
nevertheless use ballyhoo and super-salesman-
ship to keep up their enrollments. The same
forces lower college standards and raise stand-
ards of admission into the professions.

But the meaninglessness of education ante-
dates the depression. The engineering school,
as I have reason to know, does only reason-
ably well in training men for jobs and does
nothing to prepare them for citizenship. The
liberal-arts college gives its students no voca-
tional training and does distressingly little
to help them to become better citizens. The
liberal-arts college is supposed to enable its
students to live richer lives because of their
appreciation of art and literature, to make
them more reflective, to lead to a knowledge
of the past and a critical understanding of
the present. Unfortunately it almost com-
pletely fails to do these things. So many of
the values of art and philosophy are denied
by the mores of a competitive society, so
much of the history of the past is obscured
by capitalist apologetics, so many phases of
government and economics point to capital-
ism’s bankruptcy, that the liberal-arts col-
lege, dominated as it is by the interests of
the business men who support it, can only
inculcate a sham culture. -

It is no wonder that the academic mind
develops. It is the professor’s only de-
fense. Teaching is a profession peculiarly
dedicated to the discovery and dissemination
of truth. But there are so many truths that
cannot be taught! I have heard teachers
joke about “safe” subjects to teach. There
aren’t any. Economics and history have al-
ways been dangerous. Literature is now
definitely a controversial subject. Even
science has its embarrassing questions. I re-
member one of the jesting professors saying
that, outside of Tennessee, biology was safe.
This very man has recently been involved
in some controversy over Nazi theories of
sterilization.

The situation of the young instructor is
" peculiarly difficult. His position is not pro-
tected. He can be released for any of a
dozen reasons or for none, The authorities
do not even have to admit to themselves that
non-conformity was the reason for his dis-
missal; they can say to themselves that he
was non-cooperative, wasn’t making the best
use of his opportunities, didn’t give promise
of being the kind of man that they like to
see get ahead. All he can do is keep his
mouth shut until he has achieved professorial
standing and permanent tenure. By that
time keeping his mouth shut is a habit.

Pity the poor professor! He is hired to
tell the truth; he has to listen to baccalaure-
ate sermons and commencement addresses in
which his devotion to truth is justified; and
yet he knows that truth-telling is almost cer-
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Or, rather,
He
accepts the stereotype that years of academic
dodging have perfected; he develops the aca-

tain to be fatal to his career.
he doesn’t know; he won’t admit it.

demic mind. Often he comes, as members
of kept professions so often do, to relish
his slavery. He is glad of his lack of re-
sponsibility, proud of his indecisiveness, He
will not defend his rights for he has for-
gotten that he has rights.

Of course I exaggerate. There are teach-
ers’ organizations, some of them not wholly
lacking in militancy. Dozens of teachers have
publicly come to my defense. There are
many radicals on college faculties and there
are teachers who, though they have not yet
realized the full power of business over edu-
cation, do take seriously their professed prin-
ciples and are willing to do battle on their
behalf, A certain amount of idealism has
survived the dessicating experiences of gradu-
ate study and instructorial apprenticeship.
This idealism, moreover, is being reinforced
by a very practical realization of the eco-

nomic insecurity of the profession. Thought
is not wholly dead in the colleges—otherwise
Mr. Hearst would not be so worried.

But the individual teacher is almost help-
less, Mr. Jarrett, the man responsible for
my dismissal, is reported to have said with
some glee that I was a marked man and
would never get another job. Fortunately I
have a reasonable chance of earning a living
outside the profession. The average teacher
who opposes the established authorities com-
mits economic suicide. Nothing will serve
but organization. Not merely academic free-
dom is at stake but bread and butter as well.
I cannot discuss at this point the teachers’
organizations that exist, but it is obvious
that, if they are to amount to anything,
power must be wrested from the hands of
the timid old men who now control them.
Conditions in education, if left to themselves,
are not going to become better but worse.
If teachers do not want to be reduced to a
nauseating, boot-licking slavery, they had bet-
ter start organizing now,
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The Red Belt Around Paris

For weeks ithe papers have carried news
of financial crisis in France and the toppling
of cabinets. Laval emerges with semi-dicta-
torial ‘powers aimed at saving the country
from financial collapse. The real factor be-
hind the insecurity of French politicians is

the united front, called the “Front Popu-

laire,” which won sweeping electoral victor-
- ies for the workers on May 12. Formed last
year on the initiative of the Communist
Party of France, the “Front Populaire” has
united under the anti-fascist banner the So-
cialist and Communist Parties, the Pupistes
(Communist Opposition), some Independent
Radicals and Republican Socialists and some
Radical Socialists and other groups, In less
than a year it has changed the current of
political history in France. The results of
the recent elections, sent us by a correspon-
_dent in Paris may be summarized as follows:

Three factors stand out: (1) The progress
made by the Communist Party; (2) Thesuc-
cess of the united front against fascism; and
(3) the election of Prof. Rivet, one of
France’s outstanding intellectual leaders and
chairman of the Intellectuals’ Vigilance Com-
mittee Against Fascism.

Consulting the official tables which we re-
produce below, giving results for 858 com-
munes of over 5,000 inhabitants each, the
" reader will observe that the Communist Party
made net gains of exactly 100 percent. But
these tables do not tell the whole story. No
distinction is made between the larger and
smaller communes of over 5,000. They do
not indicate that the Party gained Colom-
bes (57,000), Velleurbanne (65,000) and a

— Paris.
I YOR a century capitalism has made of

the French municipalities mere branch

offices of its industrial and commercial
enterprises. On the pretext of competence
and technical ability, the bourgeois capitalist
has been the appointed administrator of the
business of the city, to better strengthen his
own business. The administrative myth sup-
plemented the democratic myth,

Now, however, on the morrow of such
searching examinations as those of May 5
and May 12, the capitalist system finds it
imperative to overturn its own constitutional
forms. It must find new social myths;
there capitalism interferes with the laws
which tend subtly to support the direction of
the social struggle and provide for democratic
liberties. )

Opposing this offensive brutally carried out
by capitalism, the united front marks the
first defensive stand of the workers. The
origin of the united front is the reintegra-
tion of the classes which capitalism for a
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number of other cities of importance; nor
that the nine “losses” of the party did not
include suck outstanding places as Argenteuil
(70.600). Again, the statistics do not show
the great progress made by the Communists
in towns of less ‘than 5,000 and Paris itself.
Before the elections there was one Commu-
nist on the Paris municipal council. There
are now eight. Although this is less than I0
percent of the total Council (9o), the Party
polled 20 percent of the Paris wvotes. The
electoral system of Paris is notoriously un-
democratic; less than ¢5 percent of the voters
elected the reactionary councillors forming
60 percent of the body. Finally in the Paris
region (including the city and its suburbs)
with nearly 5,000,000 inhabitants, the Com-
munist Party emerged as the strongest single
party. It polled 235,000 votes there, or 30

Number

won

(United Front)
Communists B - /1
Pupistes and Doriotistes. . . .. 5
Socialists .......icne. .ot I69

Neo-Socialists +...ocovevee I5
Independent Socialists ..... 3
Republican Socialists ...... 33
*Independent Radicals ..... 51

Radical Socialists ......... 222
(Union Nationale)

Left Republicans ......... 146

United Republicans ....... 103

Popular Democrats ....... 9

Conservatives ........... . I0

Doubtful (as of May 15).. 6

century has been busy splitting and scatter-
ing. But the reintegration was taking place
without their knowing it. All that was
needed to make manifest the realization of it
was the fascist drive; all that this required
was to see the hand of capitalism raised in
attack upon these painfully acquired liberties.
The united front is the restitution on a
political plane of a natural unity which was
bound to be sacred to all who toil. The
united front is the will of the workers who
have grasped the facts.

Without doubt in their ranks and among
those elected May 12, there are men who
still hold only to the defense of the threat-
ened liberties. But to be anti-fascist means
to think. By judging capitalism in its proc-
ess of fascization, these men arrive at the
inevitable conclusion of their thinking; and
to escape fascism they will plunge into strug-
gle against the regime that brings it forth.
Anti-fascism, originally a position of defense,
finally becomes anti-capitalism and the un-
derstanding of that position demands attack.

percent of the total of 760,000. Before the
elections it controlled nine suburban wmunici-
palities. Today it will administer twenty-
seven, comprising ynore than a third of the
suburban population; and the united anti-
fascist front won fifty-five suburban munici-
palities forming a “Red Belt” around Paris.
Opposed to the “Front Populaire” was the
bloc of Right parties forming the “Union
Nationale,” all basically fascist. Had the
“Front Populaire” kept the “Union Nation-
ale”. from advancing it would have been a
victory. But the united front accomplished
far more; it imposed positive losses on its ad-
versaries. It achieved positive gains for it-
self. We publish below an analysis of the
fundamental issues behind the election results,
by one of the leading French political writers

of the Left.

Gross Gross Net Net
gains losses gains losses
52 9 43 .
/] I I
33 39 6
3 4 I
I 3 2
8 17 9
16 20 4
57 61 4
41 51 I0-
24 35 Ir
4 4 o o
2 I I
I

The united front, a provisional line of de-
fense, is thus transformed into a line of at-
tack.

The struggles of tomorrow will eliminate
the differences of doctrine, the conflicts of
method among the masses of the united front.
The most aggressive, effective and best
adapted to events will triumph over the
others. These methods will take the lead in
the conflict and impose themselves because
they will be right.

The bourgeoisie, terrified, at first saw
only the gain of mayoralties and schools, the
possession of which, of course, is precious to
capitalist interests. The reality is much
greater. Certainly anti-fascists, Communists
and Socialists, when elected to office, very
often violently alter the shameful drift of
municipal life as capitalism conceives it.
Their task is to expose the regime still more
effectively and to defend, in spite of it and
as long as it lasts, the interests of the work-
ers. But the undertaking has further ends
in view. Socialism is on its way to the
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conquest not only of political posts but of
thought. And we may confidently assert that
after such a victory as that of May over
the innumerable ties that bourgeois interests
have created around themselves, after such
a shattering of servilities, of friendly rela-
tions, of all sorts of handouts, it is not a
question of an electoral blow without a
sequel, which capitalism is ordinarily pleased
to imagine typical of democracy. Facts once
lodged in the human mind persist. It is a
blow, but a blow in-the direction of a task,
of a positive accomplishment.

Let nobody fool himself. This is what
the votes of Paris have declared and those of
the suburbs and the provinces.

The bourgeois press stated that Paris had
voted “national” in the capitalist sense of the
word. This is absurd. The figures are
plain. There are today in Paris three clearly
defined groups. On the one hand 160,000
voices bound up directly or indirectly,
through interest or ignorance with the con-
tinuance of the regime. Opposed to these
there are first some hundred thousand un-
certain voters, who partly joined the united
front at the second balloting. Is it not sig-
nificant that at the second balloting the fas-
cist candidate himself lost strength to Pro-
fessor Rivet? But the great social poten-
tiality of the future in Paris are the 160,000
- revolutionary voices who asserted themselves
from the first Sunday’s election. If Paris
had not been electorally gerrymandered with
that cleverness the bourgeoisie always displays
in everything that touches its profits, Paris
would have a majority of anti-fascists in the
municipal government and one would not
see a fascist elected in one district by 452
votes, while in a neighboring district a Com-
munist was beaten in spite of his 4,367 votes.

Such results in Paris should cause reflec-
tion to those who in February, 1934, flat-
tered themselves that they were going to
carry the capital with a high hand and that
they expressed public opinion. But there
still remain the suburbs of Paris and the
provinces.

While twenty-one anti-fascists enter the
municipal council of the Seine, the votes of
the suburbs have enlarged the ‘“Red belt”
around Paris. The entire press admits this.
The fact that the capital has today a solid
wall of revolutionary town halls around it
carries a double meaning. It means first a
tribute to administration by the masses; the
“administrative myth” vanishes. The gov-
ernment of men ceases to appear the privi-
lege of certain elements among them. But
these votes above all demonstrate how the
will to erect a new world has taken hold
of the popular masses. The workers of the
Parisian suburbs have already turned the
united front into a front of attack. The
dread of the bourgeoisie is justified. It will
have to take into account these suburban
effectives united with 160,000 Parisian So-
cialists and Communists.

However reassuring these results are, they

would not be adequate to the defense of
popular liberties and to the coming struggles
if the provinces had not responded to the
lead of the capital. In fact, never has
France seen such unconditional elections.
Even the figures of defeat are indicative,
such as for example the 6,505 votes of the
Communist Party at Nice, where it polled
only 540 in 1929. Everywhere, in the small-
est rural communes as in the largest cities,
the parties of labor gained votes, almost
everywhere they elected candidates and they
took possession of new municipalities by the
hundreds. It is these hundreds of thousands
of votes that determine in the final count the
effectiveness of the united front. And al-
ready these figures are in default, the human
march has left them behind. The united
front is ceaselessly in motion, it lives on the
thought that animates it. Continually grow-
ing stronger it will take control of economic
developments as fast as the workers show
willingness to master them.

The most notable result is the effect of
the united front on the workers’ parties. The
bourgeoisie, trying to neutralize the Second
International, has often announced that the
united front would turn against it. It is
worth knowing, then, that the Socialist Party
has not been the goat in the contest. The
shift of votes within the parties of the ex-
treme left is found in general to have been
compensated for by new gains. It is among
the middle class that the united front has
made thousands of recruits. The parties of
socialism have all been enriched by new ad-
herents. The bourgeois trickery met with
cruel exposure in Marseilles, Lyons, Tou-
louse, Narbonne, Montpellier, Nantes, Col-
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mar, Laon, Calais, Agen, Dijon, Perpignan,
everywhere. The sections most devoted to
preserving the status quo, the High Alps,
Finistere, La Manche, Ain, Correze, have
taken a part in the contest. The Mayoralty
Chambers, where for so many years the vot-
ing of the budget was nothing but an ad-
ministrative formality delivering the commu-
nity over to exploiters, these chambers where
empty forms of the Republic never succeeded
in doing more than substitute her efigy in
place of the statues of the Emperor, these
rooms, throughout the country, are going to
echo to the voices of the masses, which capi-
talism wanted to strangle under fascism, but
which in France will not be suppressed.

Thus has been achieved a stage in ‘the
political life of France. In the eyes of
the Radicals, formerly themselves vilified, so-
cialism integrated ceases to seem a regime
of destruction and murder. For the middle
classes, it finally presents a possible social
solution and the course of events is going to
show before long that it is the only equitable
solution, humanity’s only chance. The united
front will take up henceforth the fulfillment
of that inspired rough draft which was the
Commune of 1871. The new municipalities
are bound to this future, from the most revo-
lutionary to those that speak as yet only of
anti-fascism. The mission of the Front Pop-
ulaire has only begun. Tomorrow it will
have need of all its followers. The next
stage will be rocky. Serious events are in
preparation. The strength of the united front
alone will be capable of grappling with them
successfully. The workers know now that
the liberty of the masses depends upon their
unity.
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NEW MASSES

Revolt of the Housewives

ten thousand New York housewives

have left off their washing and iron-
ing, their scrubbing and cleaning and all
their other household tasks, to- join together
in the mass action of a picket line. They
were swept into militant activity in the streets
by the issue of exhorbitant meat prices.

The price of meat has been a major issue
to the housewife for months. It has been
the highest single item on her shrinking bud-
get, has become almost a luxury food. She
found herself forced to buy inferior cuts of
meat or do without.

It is easy to understand why this first
mass movement in the East against high
prices has started with an offensive against
the packers. With the general rise in food
prices, shot upward by the N.R.A., the price
of meat has risen 54.7 percent. The A.A.A.
is part, but only part, of the explanation for
the recent 62 percent rise in beef chuck.
The meat packers have been driving the
prices up and up. They produced 21 per-
cent less merchandise than last year, yet they
have taken in more money. The housewife
has suffered.

To bring the question down to the terms
of the kitchen, beef that cost from twenty
to twenty-four cents per pound, now sells
from thirty-four to thirty-six cents per pound.
Round steak is up to thirty-nine cents, from
thirty-two cents. Chuck steak, formerly nine-
teen cents, is now twenty-nine cents. Leg of
lamb used to cost from fourteen to nineteen
cents a pound. It is now twenty-seven cents
and over. Lamb chops, up from twenty-eight
cents, sell for thirty-five cents a pound.

This review of prices makes it clear why
the meat strike, begun on May 22 in five or
six neighborhoods, has spread so rapidly to
other sections of the city, why women who
have never ventured farther than a neigh-
bor’s flat to voice their views, have flung
themselves into the activities of the meat
strike.

All day long, the phone rings in the offices
of the City Action Committee Against the
High Cost of Living, which is directing the
strike. The wires are burdened with the
queries of hundreds of women who want to
know how to start the strike in their own
neighborhoods.

Grey-haired Jewish women in Brownsville,
who have until now lived immersed in the
affairs of their families, vote in their frater-
nal lodges to support the strike. They march
with signs on their backs and shout ‘“‘scab”
to those who attempt to buy meat in picketed
stores.

In Harlem, where the unemployment rate
—and food prices—are higher than anywhere
else in the city, three hundred Negroes, mainly
women, stand before a single butcher shop

I YVOR THE past two weeks more than
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and chant “Don’t Buy Meat Until the Price
Comes Down!” “Don’t Buy Meat Until
the Price Comes Down!”

Open air meetings are held throughout the
city. Committees from the neighborhood are
elected at these meetings. They go to talk
things over with the retail butcher. They try
to convince him he must fight against the
wholesalers, together with the consumers. In
many cases the retail butchers have closed
their doors voluntarily and joined in the meat
stoppage. Other butchers had their stores
closed by picket lines.

The reverberations of the first day of the
strike were felt as far as Chicago when meat
prices sagged. Local Chicago newspapers
stated that the drop was traceable to the ac-
tivities of the New York Action Committee

‘Against the High Cost of Living. In New

York, though the packers refused to see dele-
gations that crowded the doors, they wired
frantically to Washington. Prices came down.

The women are demanding a reduction at
the stores. If a butcher comes to terms,
there is a settlement. Otherwise, the women
picket the store from early morning until
late at night. In Harlem, three hundred
butchers agreed to close their stores for four
days, from June 12 to June 15, and place
no orders with the wholesalers. Joint dele-
gations of butchers and consumers were to
attempt to see the wholesalers. In the mean-
time, the Harlem butchers were selling out
their stock at a 25 percent reduction in
prices.

At the Yorkville Packing House, after
three days of picketing, the wholesalers ex-
pressed willingness to negotiate. This was
the result of pressure from the retail butchers
as well as from the consumers.

A crowd of several hundred move swiftly
along Eighth Avenue in Harlem. There are
men and children, as well as women, white
as well as Negro. They stop before a butcher
shop. The crowd is augmented by the house-
wives of the new neighborhood. A young
Negro boy tacks to a speakers’ stand the
sign: “We demand 25 percent reduction in
the price of meat.”” The chairman opens
the meeting. He speaks of the city-wide
strike against the wholesalers, connecting it
with the question of the health of the Negro
children of Harlem, of malnutrition that
could be avoided. He introduces the head
of the Harlem Branch of the City Action
Committee.

The young Negro woman leans intimately
over the stand toward the crowd. Her ges-
tures catch the women and hold them indi-
vidually, pinning them to her words. She is
passionately eloquent. She addresses her lis-
teners as ‘‘sisters,” “brothers” and occasion-
ally as “my dears.”

‘will picket your place.

She speaks of prices in Harlem, higher
than anywhere else. She speaks of the in-
ferior quality of the meat sold in Harlem,
worse than anywhere else in the city.

“We’re only trying to stave off death a
little longer,” the woman says sharply. “This
is a fight for the right to eat—for the right
to feed our children. Isn’t it so, sisters?”
The men and women shout their agreement.

In the meantime, the negotiating commit-
tee comes out of the butcher shop. The

‘butcher puts a sign into the window: “Set-

tled with the Harlem Action Committee.”
A group of his customers goes over his price
list with him, makes out a new one and
pastes the two side by side in the window.

“In your churches—"” says the speaker,
“talk meat strike. In your lodges—in your
prayer meetings!” This meeting is over and
the flying squadron, again augmented, moves
to the next butcher.

This is a larger shop where workers are
employed. The meeting proceeds. The ne-
gotiating committee comes out of the store
and announces that the bosses’ assistant says
the boss is out. The committee confers a
moment with the Action Committee and- a
call is made for two pickets, Out of the
volunteers, a frail white woman and a Negro
man from the neighborhood take up the pic-
ket signs. They walk up and down before
the shop as the crowd gathers. Their signs
say “Butcher! Reduce Your Prices Or
Close Your Shop.” A figure hysterically sig-
nals the negotiating committee from the
doorway. The audience is not surprised to
learn that the boss has been found. Yes,
he agrees to the demands of the committee.
Twenty-five percent reduction in prices now
and a four-day shut down.

I walk in after the committee has gone,
look around. The boss comes over to me.

“What can you do about all this?” I ask
the boss butcher.

He holds his intertwined hands at his
back. They are clenched so hard that the
knuckles are white. But his voice is soft and
relaxed.

“The poor devils,” he says, “you can’t
blame them. I see them come in here, a
quarter in their hands, look at the meat
prices, then go out again.” He says the
strike has already made the butchers put
pressure upon the wholesalers. The prices
have already gone down. He believes a four-
day stoppage will have a further effect.

A member of the Committee comes back
to have a last word with him, as the new
prices go up in the window. He says quiet-
ly, “We do hope you'll cooperate with us.
Because, you see, if you don’t, the women
You wouldn’t want
So we’ll both cooperate.”” The boss
The women flock to the store

that.
butcher nods.
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window excitedly to see the new prices.
Again the crowd moves on,

“I like this! I like it!” says a matronly
woman to a group of us. “That’s the way
to do it—fight for your rights! That’s how
they do it where I come from—in Panama.”
She gives her name to the committee who
will come back to hold a consumers’ meet-
ing and elect further permanent committees
in the neighborhood.

The leader of the Harlem Action Com-
mittee, Bonita Williams, is a Communist.
She formerly headed the League of Struggle
for Negro Rights. The women recognize
other Communists on the picket lines with
them.

“God bless the Communists,” a woman
gets up at a consumers’ meeting to say. Mem-
bers of the African Patriotic League, the
Consolidated Tenants’ League, women from
a hundred churches are active on the com-
mittees in Harlem, as well as the Commu-
nist Party, the International Labor Defense,
the Unemployed Council, the League of
Struggle for Negro Rights.

The same diversity is seen in other sec-
tions of the city. In Brownsville, the aux-
iliary of a Democratic Club supports the
strike. 'When a committee attempted to ap-
proach the women of one synagogue, the
beadle said: “It is forbidden by the Bible to
strike,” and refused the committee entrance
to the synagogue. However, members of the
“ladies’ auxiliary” of another synagogue,
came into the local action committee head-
quarters with a resolution of support and
immediately entered into the strike.

A consumers’ meeting is being held in this
section. Twelve hundred men and women
are present. The women are accepting a

settlement of four cents flat reduction on a
pound of meat. Women get up to say that
this is a tremendous victory. It shows what
women in action can do. The women vote
to settle with the local butchers on this
basis. The agreement is made.

The housewives are not bashful. They
rise to their feet and speak up what they
are thinking. A short, stout woman is
flushed from the excitement. She is a typ-
ical Jewish working-class housewife deep-
breasted and worn. She speaks half in Yid-
dish, half in English,

“My husband told me not to come to this
meeting,” she says. ‘“He said “They are all
Communists—and what are you going to do,
my lady, become a Communist too? But I
came anyway. And I say to all of you, I
am not afraid of you, Communists or not.
It’s for the right. Let us all be together in
this thing, and may we all have happiness
from it!” She sits down, happy and em-
barrassed, to a wave of applause.

The largest of all women’s groups par-
ticipating in the strike is the United Coun-
cil of Working-Class Women, which on a
smaller scale has conducted actions in various
neighborhoods against high rents, against the
sales tax. Its executive secretary, Rose Nel-
son, is a member of the executive committee
of the City Action Committee Against the
High Cost of Living that is conducting the
strike. The chairman of this committee is
a pretty, young housewife, Mrs. Sarah
Licht, who in the Bronx where she lives,
has been active in many local fights against
high prices.

In many localities there are individual so-
cialist women busy with the strike tasks.
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The socialist-controlled group, the Womens’
Conference Against the High Cost of Living,
sent nine delegates and its secretary, Miss
Esther Friedman, to a conference of the City
Action Committee on June 8, held to spread
the strike.

The first demand made by the women was
a reduction of ten cents a pound. The
butchers began by offering one cent reduc-
tion, two cents, then four cents on the higher
priced meat. Women in the neighborhoods
are §ettling on the basis of a four cent per
pound flat reduction on all meat. They are
agreeing to settle with the poultry dealers,
allowing the retailers to charge six cents
above quotation prices. Thousands of set-
tlements had, up to the end of last week,
already been effected. ‘

The women intend to continue their of-
fensive mainly against the meat wholesalers,
who, although they have lowered prices, say
the “situation is beyond the control of the
packing industry.” There will be a mass
march to the City Hall. Delegations, picket
lines against the wholesalers are on the order
of the day. Sectional delegations will demand
an audience with Mayor La Guardia, who
has as yet refused to make an appointment
with the women. There will be delegations
to Washington.

“We have merely started,” says Sarah
Licht. “This movement will spread.”

That what she says is undeniable is shown
by the beginnings of similar movements in
cities near New York—Newark, Passaic, Pat-
erson and by actions started in Cleveland,
Chicago and Philadelphia. In this spread-
ing movement, a great factor is, of course,
victories already won, and being daily added
to, in New York.

A Letter from America

- Slavery in the Virgin Islands

. St. THoMmas, V. 1.
To THE NEw MASsSEs: .

N HIS second voyage of discovery

in 1493, Columbus sighted a group

of volcanic islands in the Spanish
Main, Nearly 500 years later, in 1917, after
centuries of colonization by Spanish, French,
Danes and English, these islands which lie
some 1,500 miles southeast of New York were
sold to the United States by Denmark for
$25,000,000. Called an impregnable naval
outpost, St. Thomas, the capital island of the
group had been desired by Germany as a
submarine base. But one week before we
entered the World War, the islands were
transferred to America.

Eighteen years have passed. And now the
government of the three Virgin Islands is
under investigation by a Senate Committee
headed by Robert R. Reynolds of North

Carolina. The investigation started with a
great amount of fanfare but hearings were
abruptly discontinued until the Committee
can return to St. Thomas next October. The
announcement was received with bitter dis-
gust and disappointment by 99 percent of
the Islands’ 22,000 native population.

In St. Thomas lives Mrs. Helen Dorch
Longstreet. Her husband was General James
Longstreet of the Confederate Army, second
in command at the Battle of Gettysburg.
Mrs. Longstreet came to St. Thomas because
she wished to live in a peaceful, mild land
where the vicissitudes of life would pass her
by. But in five months she has this to say
of conditions forced on the great mass of
Negroes and the few whites who live on
the Islands:

“The Island natives, both black and white,
are living under economic slavery more cruel

and oppressive than the chains which shackled
the slaves of the Old South.”

Mrs. Longstreet’s observation is general.
Her charges and others, directed against Gov-
ernor Paul M. Pearson, Hoover appointee
and Republican holdover, have not yet reached
the American public as a whole, nor have
their full implications of corruption, ineffhi-
ciency and oppression been- realized.

A Negro resident of St. Thomas, who
declared he had not earned a penny since
the beginning of 1935, told the investigators
that he and his family were forced to search
“dunghills and garbage heaps to find pork
scraps which the white folks have thrown
away.” He told the Committee of how the
Relief Administration had sent food “to the
Virgin Islands for distribution among the
poor. “But we didn’t get any of it,” he
added. Hundreds of natives came to the
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hearings to tell similar stories. Then, with-
out warning or explanation, the hearings were
postponed.

On the Island of St. Croix, forty miles
across a choppy stretch of Caribbean water
from St. Thomas, workers in the govern-
ment-owned-and-operated Virgin Islands Cor-
poration sugar-cane fields and rum distillery
were unable to live on the meager earnings
allotted them by the $1,000,000 P.W.A.-fi-
nanced company. A group of these laborers,
under the leadership of Morris Davis, native
St. Crucian and graduate of the Blackstone
School of Law in Chicago, held a confer-
ence. A family of four needed 59 cents a

- day with which to provide shelter and food
and other necessities of life. Laborers were
earning 50 cents a day. The group formed
its own union and voted to go out on strike
against the wage scale of the Virgin Islands
Corporation.

Governor Pearson, whose administrative
powers obviously are inadequate for the Vir-
gin Islands (his background is that of a col-
lege professor and public speaker), knew very
well the sordid living conditions on St. Croix
after his four-year sojourn as governor, But
Governor Pearson broke the strike. He
cabled to St. Croix, sanctioning the hiring by
company officials of laborers belonging to a
government-sponsored union to take the place
of the strikers.

Davis, a man who had a full sense of his
responsibility in leading the workers, was un-
able to hold many of them in check. The
outraged natives bolted his leadership. The
corporation’s standing sugar crop went up in
flames. The action of the natives was a
logical rebellion against unbearable oppression
and starvation. Once before, in the middle
of the last century, laborers had revolted
against similar conditions—in those days, a
wage of ten cents a day. Davis managed to
stop the rising tide of resentment and pre-
vent further incendiarism.

Back on the Island of St. Thomas there
is a village called Coronage. Its inhabitants
are white descendants of early French set-
tlers. They have lived peaceful, industrious
lives: of which the police department records
are mute evidence.

The women of Coronage are experts in
basket and hat weaving. Governor Pearson
opened a “cooperative” store for tourists and
invited the people of Coronage to market
their handiwork. The plan has not been suc-
cessful so far as the weavers are concerned.

One woman in Coronage, her bare feet
planted solidly in the dirt in front of her
small shack, said she paid 15 cents for mate-
rials with which to make one of the well-
known native hats. She spent all day fabri-
cating it and then sold it to the cooperative
for 20 cents. The same hat is sold in the
government’s ‘“‘cooperative” store for 45 cents.

Most of the white inhabitants of Coronage,
as well as a huge percentage of the Negro
population, walk the streets and fields of the
three islands in their bare feet. Not because

they have no desire for shoes. Footwear is
a sign of caste among natives of the Virgin
Islands and many are seen wearing the up-
pers of a long worn-out pair merely to let
their neighbors know that once they were
affluent enough to walk shod with leather.

An idea of the Virgin Islander’s earnings
may be had from the qualifications of voters.
According to an old Danish law which is
still in effect, a man must be twenty-five
years of age or more and must have an an-
nual income of at least $300.

Unemployed men work all day for a few
cents. One white man in St. Thomas hired
two expert workers to repair his boat. At
the end of eleven hours in the hot sun, each
received 20 cents. Asked if they were satis-
fied, the men merely shrugged their shoulders
and said that there was nothing they could
do about it.

Many of the poor natives live in shacks
without foundations, of construction that is
unable to withstand the hurricanes. Conse-
quently, when the hurricane period is over,
many homes have crumbled or blown away,
and the toll of lives has been great.

The Virgin Islander is a peaceful man. He
is content with only the bare necessities of
life. He suffers years of abuse and neglect
before he registers protest or takes measures
to alleviate the situation which imperialism
has forced on him.

It is only now that the American public
is beginning to realize that the charges against
Governor Pearson contain more than a grain
of truth. :

One Negro native leader said:

“Things are in a hell of a mess. If Gov-
ernor Pearson doesn’t watch out this unrest
will break out in violence and somebody will
get killed.”

Why have newspaper readers in the United
States not learned of the existing conditions
on St. Thomas, St. Croix and St. John?
The reason is simple.

Dances, cocktail parties and pleasant auto-
mobile drives to picnics are designed to make
the visiting press representative’s stay in St.
Thomas a pleasant one and to divert his at-
tention from the real situation. But a more
effective means of press censorship is prac-
ticed on the native newspapermen who see
daily, at first hand, the slavery to which their
fellow citizens of the Virgin Islands are sub-
jected.

There are eight active newspapermen on
the Island of St. Thomas and one on the
Island of St. Croix. All but one of these
men have double incomes, the first from news-
paper work and the second from government
employment. .

George Blake, correspondent for the As-
sociated Press, is also a clerk in Commissioner
of Finance Morris F. de Castro’s office.
Adolph Gireau, correspondent for both
United Press and International News Serv-
ice, is chief clerk in the St. Thomas police
office and an immigration inspector. Leon
Mawson, correspondent for The New York
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Times, is assistant clerk of the United States
District Court in St. Thomas. Axel Schade,
of Christiansted, St. Croix, correspondent for
the Associated Press, is employed as a chem-
ist by the government-owned Virgin Islands
Corporation. Antonio Jarvis, teacher in the
St. Thomas municipal school, and Ariel Mel-
chior, official government photographer, are
owners of The St. Thomas Daily News.
Ralph Chalbert, owner-editor of The St.
Thomas Tribune, sold his sugar factory to
the government, according to records on file
in Washington. The two remaining news-
papermen are opposed to the administration
and operate the only anti-Pearson newspaper,
The Emancipator.

It is a matter of government record that
when Pearson came to rule as the first
civilian- governor after fourteen years of
Naval administration, the Danish-West Indies
Company, the entire stock of which is said to
be owned in Denmark, paid thousands of
dollars annually to the government in tonnage
dues. The government received also huge
annual revenue in the form of ships’ dues
from visiting freighters and liners. Two years
later, the Colonial Council, legislature for the
Virgin Islands, voted in special session to sus-
pend tonnage dues on fuel and coal, thereby
giving economic relief to the Danish-West
Indies Company during the collapse of world
trade. The council argued that the company,
though foreign, was a main industry in St.
Thomas, employing many natives and en-
couraging harbor trade and deserving of
municipal help in its severe competition with
Jamaican coaling and fueling ports.

To meet the deficit resulting from suspen-
sion of tonnage dues, the Colonial Council,
four members of which were directors in
the Danish-West Indies Company, advocated
a §-percent internal revenue on all imports—
even from the United States. The native
population protested. Their spokesmen ar-
gued that the revenue levy in reality means
a 5-percent duty on American goods since
American goods comprised the bulk of im-
ports. St. Thomians and Crucians pointed
suspiciously to the presence of the Danish-.
West Indies Company officials on the Col-
onial Council. In spite of popular protest
the internal revenue law became effective in
February last year.

So today, ships arriving in beautiful St.
Thomas Harbor, called the best harbor in
the Caribbean, pay in addition to harbor dues,
docking fees to the Danish-West Indies Com-
pany, which owns the only operating dock in
the harbor.

Directly across the harbor from the Dan-
ish-West Indies Company docks, approxi-
mately the same distance to the business cen-
tre of St. Thomas, the abandoned docks of
the United States Navy are rotting, sadly
in need of paint and repairs. The harbor
is deepest at this point and whereas many
deep-draft ships are compelled to anchor in
mid-harbor because they cannot tie-up at the
Danish-West Indies Company docks, they
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could land at the abandoned Navy docks, if
they were in operation.

Further evidence of the charge that though
the old Danish landowners on the islands are
secretly opposed to the administration, they
side with Pearson in public for their own
economic ends, is supported by the story of
Albert Meduro, native owner of a lumber
company in the city of St. Thomas.

“One day this spring I went out on the
east side of the Island of St. Thomas on
business,” Mr. Meduro said. “I came upon
a large group of native P.W.A. laborers re-
moving stone from the fields belonging to
the “Tu Tu’ estate of Dr. V. Christensen,
physician for the Danish-West Indies Com-
pany and chairman of the Colonial Council,
and V. A. Miller, also a member of the
Colonial Council.

“The foreman of the P.W.A. gang—Rich-
ard Jensen his name was—told me they were
removing the stone to be later used in road
building. But the road he had reference to
was located many miles distant on the oppo-
site side of the island. Any St. Thomian
knows there is just as much stone along the
contemplated road’s site as on the ‘Tu Tu’
estate.”

Other natives charge further that even the
Relief Administration food and flour sent to
St. Thomas was subjected to an unwarranted
wharfage-handling fee by the Danish-West
Indies Company. '

Wages of Negro natives allegedly suffered
despite the suspension of tonnage dues. The
wages of those natives working in the coal-
ing and fueling service of the Danish-West
Indies Company were cut one-third, more
charges reveal.

Though the Danish-West Indies Company
materially benefited by the action of the
Colonial Council, the natives charged they
were made to suffer economically even more
than before.

Looking about for something to tax, the
administration cast its eyes on the lowly don-
key, chief means of transportation for the
Negro native and his farm produce. The
Colonial Council passed a law which pro-
vided that the already impoverished native
must pay an annual tax on each donkey.

For many years, under both Danish and
later United States ownership, light sailing
craft owned by native fishermen were taxed.
Though the Danish-West Indies Company
had succeeded in lightening its shipping tax
burdens, the small and poverty-stricken fish-
erman must still pay a government levy for
the privilege of casting his home-made net
into the blue Caribbean outside St. Thomas
Harbor. ’

And still, with all these charges, with an
impoverished native population suffering un-
der an oppressive capitalistic system, with food
hard to obtain for the majority and a ten-cent
coin a large sum to the average Negro na-
tive, the Senate Investigating Committee has
called off the hearings until next October.

G. D’Marcy O’Brien.
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Correspondence

“Due Process of Law”

To THE NEw MaAsses:

We wish to inform the readers of THE New
Masses, of an extreme case of persecution of a
sympathizer with the revolutionary workers. J. B.
Nelson, 3720 Lake Drive, East St. Louis, Ill., pos-
sessing considerable property, has signed bail bonds
for any victim of capitalist oppression, regardless
of his political faith. He has signed bonds for
Robert Minor, the Hillsboro boys, A. J. Muste, Ray
Wyckoff and a hundred others, too numerous to
mention.

Over a period of years he has been threatened,
by the American Legion, Ku Klux Klan and other
fascist organizations, but as long as he has security
he has never once let a prisoner lie in jail. In the
case of Ray Wycoff, charged with inciting to riot
last June 25, and whose bail was set at $35,000, he
offered to post $70,000 cash, but was refused. Shortly
after this he signed two of the Hillsboro boys’ bonds,
listing seven pieces of property as security.

On these pieces of property the taxes have been
raised almost 300 percent. When he went to the
tax assessor’s office to file a complaint they told him
frankly that if he would refuse to sign any more
Communists’ bonds his taxes would not be raised.
He told them that as long as he had any property
left he would sign the bonds of any class-war
prisoner.

Following is a list of the property he put up as
security in the Hillsboro case, showing the amount
of taxes before and after signing these bonds. All
of this property is in East St. Louis, Ill,, and no
improvements have been made.

Taxes on the property in the neighborhood iden-
tically like this put up by the same contractor have
not even been raised one cent.

Amount of Taxes

Residence 1934 1935
555 North 318t St.eeeeeeeoscanns $ 73.32 $221.60
433 North 21st St....ece.s veee. 6246 113.59
1716 Henrietta Ave. cvcveeennses 70.64 113.59
1110 Market Ave....ceeveeeen. 23.95 33.28
Security Park Lots 3-4-6....... 58.31 159.27
3635 Market Ave.iveieneenenss . 37.00 102.50
410 North 57th St. ....cevvnee .eo 35,00 83.80

East St. Louis, Il RAY WYCKOFF.

From Vera Cox

To THe NEw MAsSES:

Having been chosen winner of the Thomas Boyd
Memorial Contest for students, I want to express my
appreciation of what both Mrs, Boyd and THE
New Masses have done to spur on production of
revolutionary literature by students. The temporary
sense of achievement is perhaps the least important
factor in the contest. I believe the most important
part of it was the renewed impetus given radical
student writers. I sincerely expect that this impetus
will not die but that it will grow and spread to be
a tribute to the memory of the revolutionary genius
of Thomas Boyd.

Already students in several colleges are communi-
cating with each other as to the posibility of estab-
lishing a national student left-wing publication. The
rather nebulous idea is at present to have the
magazine include all types of militant, liberal and
radical thought. It is to be highly intellectual in its
revolutionary poetry, essays, stories and, eventually,
illustrations. ‘This is little more than an idea at
present, but perhaps the close of the year will see
such a periodical. Several magazines of this type
have had success among English students. I urge
that all students interested in this idea write Vera
Cox, 1335% Birch Street, San Bernardino, Calif. As
this movement seems very likely to crystallize, part
of the prize won in the contest will go into the
establishment of the magazine. Part will also go
toward the establishment of a sorely-needed Workers’

Center in San Bernardino. The rest will return to
the revolutionary movement, directly or indirectly.
Incidentally, the proposal for the student intellectual
magazine has not received the sanction of any or-
ganization; it merely represents the plan of a few
individual students of various parts of the country.

All students interested in revolutionary writing
owe Mrs. Boyd and THE NEw Masses a great debt
for bringing new life to a field too long neglected—
student revolutionary writing.

Redlands, Calif. Vera Cox.

Letters in Brief

A reader sends us copies of a recent exchange of
correspondence between George W. Christians, of
the Crusader White Shirts, whom John L. Spivak
exposed, and Congressman George G. Sadowski, of
Michigan. Christians had written Sadowski first,
apparently attacking a bill the lawmaker was back-
ing, as well as his religion, for the Congressman
remarks: “I should have better sense than to answer
letters from buzzards like you.” He then goes on
to prove himself a 100 percent American and a
southern gentleman as well, by saying: “As a boy
I lived down in Baldwin County in the southern
part of Alabama and I have had the opportunity of
meeting and knowing a lot of people in the South.
Most of them are fine gentlemen, highly intelligent.
I did meet a few, however, who were ignorant and
bigoted to the extreme. These were known as the
‘poor white trash’ that even the Negroes looked
down on. . .. I feel confident that you could not
be classified amongst the first.” To which Mr.
Christians retorts in approved Crusader style:
“There is nothing that I enjoy so much as to merit
the enmity of a bird with a name like yours, . . .
In order to clear up any doubts in your mind, let
me assure you that I intend to get Economic Lib-
erty under the Human Effort Monetary System as
embodied in H.R. 4747, for the American people
and I don’t give a damn how I get it. I will fight
Jews, Catholics, Hottentots, Banksters, Politicians,
Publishers and anyone else who gets in the way,
using Ignorance, Prejudice, Cowardice, Bigotry,
Mobs or any other club I can lay my hands on—so
what! . . . You're a Hell of a Patriot. Yours in
the fellowship of Freedom.”

The Unemployed Teachers Association wishes to
draw the attention of all unemployed teachers, both
licensed and unlicensed, to the registration bureau
it maintains for them. Destitute teachers have found
the Relief Section, which meets Thursdays at 8
P.M.,, of considerable aid to them. Hours of regis-
tration are from 4 to 6 P.M. weekdays and 12 to 2
P.M. Saturdays at the Unemployed Teachers Asso-
ciation headquarters, 11 West 18th St.

Henry Lipshutz, of the New Jersey District of
the International Labor Defense writes that in the
Newark Waiting for Lefty situation the LL.D. is
conducting the case. The IL.D. called upon the
American Civil Liberties Union for support, which
was given.

The American Mercury strikers send us an appeal
for funds to aid them in their strike, now in its
sixth week. Strike headquarters are at 66 West 56th
Street, care of Scott, and contributions may be sent
there.

Ruth Hoffman, secretary of the Public Works and
Unemployed League of Venice, Calif,, forwards
copies of letters sent by the League to President
Roosevelt, Attorney General Cummings and J.
Edgar Hoover, Chief of the Bureau of Investiga-
tions. The League drew attention to the remark-
able results obtained by the so-called “G” men in
the Weyerhauser kidnaping case, contrasting this
success with the “G” men’s failure to act in the
kidnaping of Robert Minor and David Levinson
in Gallup, N. M.



22

NEW MASSES

REVIEW AND COMMENT

Chamberlin’s “History”

ILLIAM HENRY CHAM-

BERLIN’S? two - volume his-

tory of the Russian Revolution—
from the fall of Czarism in March, 1917,
to the conclusion of the Civil War and the
introduction of the New Economic Policy
(N.E.P.) in March, 1921—offers imposing
evidence of the author’s vast industry and
erudition. The 1067 pages are chock-full of
quotations, notes, references; they include a
rich appendix, a careful index, an apparently
exhaustive bibliography, good illustrations,
maps, statistical tables and various other ap-
-purtenances of painstaking scholarship.

Structurally the work is sound. Despite
some unnecessary overlapping and repetitions
the intricate pattern of the stirring events of
the period is traced with precision and clar-
ity. A number of reviewers have correctly
indicated various sources which have provided
the skeleton for the earlier section of Mr.
Chamberlin’s work. Beginning with the
February days, however, Mr. Chamberlin,
it seems to me, has drawn wisely and gen-
erously from Stalin’s The October Revolu-
tion (listed in the bibliography).

Where the skeleton of a projected struc-
ture is on hand, building is a relatively sim-
ple matter, a mere filling in of numerous
details. Any one who has had experience
with research knows that. In a speech de-
livered on November 19, 1924, Stalin, dis-
cussing. the role of the Bolsheviks on the eve
of the October Revolution, supplied the plan
ploddingly followed in the first volume:

1. The period of the mew orientation of the
Party (March-April). The principal facts of
this period: a. overthrow of czarism; b. forma-
tion of the Provisional Government (dictator-
ship of the bourgeoisie) ; c. appearance of the
Soviets of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies (dic-
tatorship of the proletariat and peasantry); d.
diarchy; e. April demonstration; f. first govern-
ment crisis. . . .

2. The period of the revolutionary mobilization
of the masses (May-August). The principal
facts of this period are: a. the April demonstra-
tion in Leningrad and the formation of a coali-
tion government with the participation of “so-
cialists”; b. the First of May demonstrations in
the principal centers of Russia under the slogan
of “democratic peace”; c. the June demonstra-
tion in Leningrad under the main slogan of
“Down with the Capitalist Ministers!” d. the
June offensive at the front and the reverses of
the Russian army; e. the July armed demon-
stration in Leningrad, the withdrawal of the
Cadet ministers from the government; f. the
bringing of counter-revolutionary troops from
the front, the demolition of the editorial offices
of Pravda, the struggle of the counter-revolu-
tion against the Soviets and the formation of a
new coalition government headed by Kerensky;

1 The Russian Rewvolution, 1917-1921, by William
Henry Chamberlin, T'wo Volumes, The Macmillan
Company. $10. ‘

g the Sixth Congress of the Party, which is-
sued the slogan of preparing for the armed
uprising; h. the counter-revolutionary State
Conference and the general strike in Moscow;
i. the unsuccessful advance of Kornilov on Len-
ingrad, the revival of the Soviets, the resigna-
tion of the Cadets and the formation of the
“Directorate.” , . .

3. The period of the organization of the as-
sault (September-October). The basic facts of
this period are: failure of the idea of a bloc
with the Cadets; b. the passing over of the
Moscow and Leningrad Soviets to the side of
the Bolsheviks; c. the Congress of the Soviets
of the Northern Region and the decision of the
Leningrad Soviet opposing the withdrawal of
the troops; d. the decision of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party on the uprising and the
formation of the Military-Revolutionary Com-
mittee of the Leningrad Soviet; e. the decision
of the Leningrad garrison to give armed sup-
port to the Leningrad Soviet and the organiza-
tion of a system of commissars of the Military-
Revolutionary Committee; f. the action of the
Bolshevik armed forces and the arrest of the
members of the Provisional Government; g. the
seizure of power by the Military-Revolutionary
Committee of the Leningrad Soviet and the es-
tablishment of a Council of People’s Commissars
by the Second Congress of Soviets.

UT Chamberlin’s indebtedness to Stalin

is more perceptible in his second vol-
ume. The Bolshevik Revolution is viewed
as a sequence of three critical periods: the
first—from the day of the establishment of
Soviet rule in Russia until German imperial-
ism was routed; the second—from the col-
lapse of Germany down to the time of Deni-
kin’s wide offensive against the Soviets, when
he stood at the gates of Tula; the third—from
the defeat of Denikin up to the end of the
Civil War and the introduction of the
N.E.P. This division, as well as the analysis
of each period, was provided by Stalin as far
back as 1920 (“Report at the Celebration
Meeting of the Baku Soviet.”)

Mr., Chamberlin recommends his book as
“something of a pioneer in its field.” Per-
haps. But it is well to bear in mind that
the most difficult tasks of the pioneer-his-
torian—surveying the ground, clearing the
field and putting up of the skeleton struc-
tures—have been excellently performed by
others. Insofar as Mr. Chamberlin has util-
ized the analysis and perspicuity of authorita-
tive people, so far has he done an adequate
job.

The ‘crucial test comes up when we deal
with the details our historian has collected
in the course of twelve years and with his
success in breathing reality and life into
them. Here Mr. Chamberlin fails to make
the grade.

What is mainly lacking in his narrative is
a consistent point of view—a philosophy of
history. This results in indiscriminate, fre-

quently erroneous emphases. A fatal weak-
ness is the inadequate appreciation of the
subtler, more elusive, yet often most essential
aspects of the great social drama the author
essays to depict.

Throughout, Mr. Chamberlin insists on
the Bolshevik Revolution as being a specific-
ally Russian phenomenon. It is in the des-
potic nature of the ancient Czarist regime, in
the peasant uprising in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries led by Stenka Razin and
Emelyan Pugachov, in the undigested influ-
ence of the West, of Europe, which started
to percolate into Russia in the 18th century,
in the ineptness of the Decembrists’ rebéllion
of 1825, in the symptoms revealed by the
revolution of 1905, in the numerical weak-
ness and political inexperience of the Russian
middle class whose “democratic evolution” in
Russia’s political life was effectively blocked
by the Czar, that our historian finds explana-
tion for Bolshevism, for War Communism,
for the cruelty, the excesses, the difficulties
of the Civil War. The Bolshevik Revolution
was inevitable—its character inhered in all of
Russia’s past.

This almost fatalistic conception of history,
however, is completely forgotten when Mr.
Chamberlin writes about the Soviet regime
in Hungary. Now we learn that the “in-
ternal difficulties of Russia were reproduced
in Hungary on a smaller theater.” Indeed,
“normal exchange between town and coun-
tryside completely broke down. The peas-
ants rebelled when there were efforts to take
their foodstuffs by force. The workers cooled
noticeably in their attitude toward the So-
viets when they began to feel the pangs of
hunger. Tibor Samueli, head of Bela Kun’s
Political Police, acquired a reputation for
ferocity comparable with that of Latzis,
Peters, Boki and some other figures in the
Russian Cheka. .. . .” Chamberlin reports
“shootings and punitive expeditions.” The
“Social Democrats . . . looked longingly to
the Allied mission in Budapest, which prom-
ised food if the Soviet dictatorship were over-
thrown.” When the Red regime fell and
the “conservative dictatorship of Admiral
Horthy was instituted, a period of White Ter-
ror set in. As in Russia, the Hungarian
White Terror was markedly anti-Semi-
tic. . . .”0

So the cardinal difference between the
Soviet Revolution in Russia and the Soviet
Revolution in Hungary was, from Chamber-
lin’s own account, the fact that Hungary,
being smaller and farther west, was more
vulnerable and more helpless in face of Al-
lied pressure and intrigue. And all the elab-
orate historical background, filling scores of.
pages to explain the Bolshevik Revolution in
Russia as a specifically Russian phenomenon,
falls to the ground. The history of Hungary
was utterly different from that of Russia,
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yet the essential features of the struggle for
power between the bourgeoisie and the prole-
tariat were the same in both countries!

N DISCUSSING the collapse of the

Constituent Assembly in Russia, Mr.
Chamberlin maintains that the “fundamen-
tal” cause for that collapse

. . . was the absence in Russia of any parliamen-
tary tradition, of any widespread understanding,
among the masses of the significance of univer-
sal suffrage, free parliamentary debate, civil lib-
erties and other things which, in Western coun-
tries, were the fruits of centuries of a process
of struggle and evolution which had no paral-
lel in Russia. The Constituent Assembly col-
lapsed because it had no solid foundation, be-
cause Russia was conspicuously lacking in all
the conditions which historical experience indi-
cates as essential to the effective functioning of
parliamentary democracy: general literacy; a
numerous, well-organized middle class; a long
tradition of settling internal differences by peace-
ful methods; a keen sense of personal and prop-
erty rights. Because Russia lacked these char-
acteristics the alternative to Tsarism was not
constitutional monarchy or liberal republicanism,
but Bolshevism.,

Very fine. But Mr. Chamberlin never
stops to ask himself the question: What
about capitalist Germany and Italy and Aus-
tria and Spain, which did not lack these
democratic “characteristics?” Why have they
abandoned bourgeois democracy and adopted
fascism? Is it possible that Mr. Chamberlin,
a liberal, regards the tyranny of Nazis, of
fascists, of finance capital, as more ‘“‘demo-
cratic” than the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat and as more in accord with and a fur-
ther extension of “Western” democratic tra-
ditions? One is almost inclined to suspect
“the liberal Mr. Chamberlin of being a poten-
tial fascist. One almost discerns in his book
a note of regret that “anti-Bolshevik Russia
was never able to create a united front under
a leader who could win support in all classes
of the population . . . that the White move-
ment produced no Moussolini, no Hitler.”
And what about Mr. Chamberlin’s demo-
cratic traditions?

The author’s indefinite point of view viti-
ates the whole book. Thus, the reader is
often forced to wonder whether Mr. Cham-
berlin is writing an account of the Russian
Revolution or a lengthy treatise on “why
the Whites failed.” Here the emphasis is
ridiculously lopsided. Surely, in retrospect,
the activities of first-rate and tenth-rate lead-
ers of counter-revolutionary armies and guer-
illa bands during the Civil War were not
nearly as important as the activities of the
leaders of the Revolution. Yudenich, Wran-
gel, Kolchak, Krasnov, Kornilov, Makhno and
a host of other, some of them purely casual,
people are accorded incomparably more space
and analytical study than Frunze or Budiony
or Voroshilov or Krylenko.

True, like most White historians, Cham-

berlin grants Lenin genius—with reserva--

tions: he denies him originality of thought.
He also rises to the defense of Trotzky, re-
peatedly and often disingenuously. But the
tremendous role of Stalin in the Revolution

—to take one striking example—is barely
suggested and his decisive services in the
Civil War are completely ignored. Follow-
ing the vogue among counter-revolutionists,
Mr. Chamberlin exaggerates the special part
played by Trotzky in the October revolu-
tion, failing to make clear to his uninitiated
readers that Trotzky, who was a relative
newcomer in the Bolshevik Party in the
period of October, did not, indeed could not,
play any special role, that he was following
and executing the instructions of the Central
Committee of the Bolshevik Party, of which
all-important body he was at that time not
even a member. “Anyone familiar with the
machinery of the leadership of the Bolshevik
Party,” says Stalin of the Central Commit-
tee at that time, “will quite readily under-
stand that it could not have been otherwise:
had Comrade Trotzky only acted contrary
to the will of the Central Committee, he
would have forfeited all influence on the
course of events.” Carried away by the
spectacular, the glamorous, Chamberlin fails
to focus his reader’s attention on the really
significant, really decisive factor in the strug-
gle—the Central Committee of the Bolshe-
vik Party and its individual members.

HERE is plenty of evidence to substan-
tiate K. Voroshilov’s contention that

During the 1918-1920 period, Comrade Stalin
was probably the only person whom the Central
Committee despatched from one fighting front to
another, choosing always those places most
fraught with danger for the revolution. Where
it was comparatively quiet, and everything was
going smoothly, where we had successes, Stalin
was not to be found. But where for various
reasons the Red Army was cracking up, where
the counter-revolutionary forces through their
successes were menacing the very existence of the
Soviet Government, where confusion and panic
might any moment develop into helplessness, ca-
tastrophe, there Stalin made his appearance. He
took no sleep at night, he organized, he took
the leadership into his own strong hands, he re-
lentlessly broke through difficulties, and turned
the corner, saved the situation. Stalin himself
wrote about it in one of his letters to the Central
Committee in 1919, saying that “he was being
transformed into a specialist for cleaning out the
stables of the war department.

In Tsaritsin (now Stalingrad) in the
summer of 1918, in Perm at the end of
1918, in Petrograd in the spring of 1919,
on the Southern Front in the autumn of
1919, in crucial campaigns against Krasnov,
Kolchak, Yudenich and Denikin, Stalin’s mili-
tary activities were colossal.

On the Seventeenth Anniversary of the
Founding of the Red Army, Karl Radek

wrote:

What happened behind the scenes at Red staff
headquarters, how the decisions there were ar-
rived at—all this has only become common
knowledge among the masses during recent years.
During the Civil War itself, the difficulty of put-
ting aside the regular commanders compelled a
concealment of the actual situation. This meant
that the leadership of the army was really in the
hands of Lenin and his nearest colleague, Stalin.

As an historian, Mr. Chamberlin would
be within his rights to challenge and if pos-
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sible disprove the above estimate of Stalin’s
place in the conduct of the Civil War—he
had no right to ignore it.

But while wasting endless pages on in-
finitesimal and irrelevant details of minor
military campaigns and on futile speculations
as to what might or might not have hap-
pened if this or that move by this or that
detachment had or had not been made (Mr.
Chamberlin is not a military authority and
his opinions on matters of military strategy
are, we suspect, quite worthless) our histor-
ian relegates Stalin’s work during the entire
period of the Civil War to a brief three-
line note. But then, Mr, Chamberlin, we
understand, does not like Stalin!

Indeed, he does not like the Bolsheviks al-
together. Words like “cruelty,” “hatred,”
“spoilation,”  “plunder,”  “state - organized
homicide,” “slaughter,” “ferocity,” “fright-
fulness,” “atrocity,” “wild,” “brutal,” etc.,
etc. recur over and over again in his depic-
tion of the Reds. On the other hand, unable
to deny the White terror altogether, Mr.
Chamberlin very often manages to insert lit-
tle “explanations” which, if not historically
tenable, at least indicate that his heart is in
the right place. Thus, speaking of Kol-
chak’s terror, Mr. Chamberlin hastens to
remark that “some of the worst acts of
which [terror] were probably [!] carried
out without the knowledge or desire of. the
Admiral!”  Occasionally, our historian even
indulges in a bit of unconscious humor. A
delicious example: “One of Kolchak’s gen-
erals, Rozanov, proved an apt pupil of the
Bolsheviki in the matter of taking and shoot-
ing hostages. . . .” The sweet, innocent Czar-
ist general had to learn cruelty from the
Bolsheviks—this is a fact, an historical fact]

And here is another “fact” which our
historian never wearies of reiterating. When-
ever he speaks of Bolshevik “atrocities” he
invariably links together the words “wealthy”
and “educated.” The implication throughout
is that the Bolsheviks were a bunch of bar-
barians determined to liquidate the represen-
tatives of culture. And he never attempts
to reconcile this with the fact, which he
himself cursorily reports, that theaters were
crowded, that museums were opened, that
education was being spread through the Red
Army and that even scientific research, de-
spite the indescribable difficulties of the pe-
riod, was encouraged. And he never attempts
to explain that, except for some under the
circunistances unavoidable cases of rowdyism,
the activities of the Reds were directed not
against the “educated” nor even against all
of the formerly “wealthy,” but against those
“wealthy” and therefore presumably “edu-
cated” individuals who were opposed to the
proletarian and peasant dictatorship. If an
“educated” person was with the Revolution,
he was honored and appreciated. Look at
the Moscow Art Theater, at Meyerhold, at
Professor Pavlov, at the Futurist poets and
artists and even at the former Czarist offi-
cers who were willing to serve the Revolu-
tion. To repeat ad nauseum and without
qualification that the Reds were “slaughter-
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ing” the “educated” is not history; it is
slander, Lo

‘ [

S I turn the pages of these review vol-

umes I find the margins speckled with
my own cryptic comments—‘‘blah,” “stupid,”
“contradiction,” “inconsistency,” “bad writ-
ing,” “misunderstands the nature of the
peasantry,” “mixed image,” “muddled,”
“bunk,” “uncritical quoting from anarchists
and counter-revolutionists,” etc. Space does
not allow to enter into a complete analysis
of all the errors, inaccuracies, irrelevancies
contained in the book. One thing Chamber-
lin can certainly not be accused of—and that
is objectivity. Yet, in the Saturday Review
of Literature, Professor Sidney Hook, a
Trotzkyite, waxes very eloquent over Mr.
Chamberlin’s “critical conscientiousness in a
field notorious for uncontrolled subjectivism
. . . whatever else this history is, it is a
history of what actually happened.” How
one with even the slightest revolutionary pre-
tentions could fail to be repelled by the nu-
merous evidences of Chamberlin’s semi-fascist
interpretations of the proletarian revolution
is a mystery.

Hook lauds Chamberlin for the “integrity”
of his research and the “honesty” and “de-
scriptive accuracy” of his report. And one
wonders how descriptively accurate Mr.
Chamberlin is when he keeps on harping on
“hatred” and “envy” as the sole motives of
the revolution. The pale-livered Mr. Cham-
berlin is terribly upset by the surge of hatred
released by the revolution. It never occurs
to him that hatred and love are bi-valent,
that a period of intense hatred must have

released simultaneously intense love. The
question is: Hatred for whkom? Love for
whom? The greater your hatred for the
enemy the greater the love for your friend
who is fighting by your side. 'We are speak-
ing of imponderables, of course. But if the
total quantities of hatred and love generated
by the revolution could be placed on a scale,
we believe that love would tip the scale.

Chamberlin is blind to the splendid vision
of the revolution, to its beauty, to the great
inspiration and joy it brought into the lives
of vast masses of oppressed peoples. He fails
to capture the essence of the revolution, the
very life of it. No, it is not in Mr. Cham-
berlin’s heavy, grey and lifeless tomes, but in
a picture like Chapayev, a novel like Fadaev’s
Nineteen or Libidinsky’s 4 Week or Glad-
kov’s Cement and in the countless revolution-
ary songs and legends and poems of the lib-
erated Soviet masses that one will find. the
soul of the October Revolution.

One Oriental legend comes to mind:

When Lenin was born into the world, he saw
man’s woe and he sighed. The earth heard that
sigh, and people knew that he was born. . . .
And Lenin walked from hamlet to hamlet, from
door to door; he beheld man’s suffering, and
his heart began to glow with a great hatred
and a great love. . . . Lenin gave his heart to the
people. And the heart sent forth countless
sparks. And each spark was brighter than a
bonfire at night. And people saw the way to
happiness.

There is more fundamental truth in the
brief Oriental legend than in all the 1067
pages of Chamberlin’s “history of what actu-
ally happened.” .
Josuua Kunirz.

Poetry Out of Season

CHORUS FOR SURVIVAL, by Horace
Gregory. Covici-Friede. $2.

ORACE GREGORY’S announced in-

tention is to give us a book “composed
of dramatic monologues and dialogues reveal-
ing the emotional life of our time.” In the
128 pages of the Chorus, so subtly evoking
the mood of the Greek wedding songs, this
reviewer found no echo of the agony of a
dying world in its labor of rebirth, nor even
a suggestion of the soul pattern of his own
American workers.

In a recent article in THE NEw MAsSES
Mr. Gregory declared himself a “sympathetic
outsider,” in regard to the Communist Party.
Is it possible that he is merely a “sympathetic
outsider” to the whole American working
class?

The most apt characterization of the book
is to be found in the poet’s own words:
“Cold rhyme out of season.” Of rare aqua-
relle qualities as to technique, Gregory’s
Chorus is without the light that kindles. His
image-making of “the six feet of man, silks,
velvet, cheerful eyes” is indeed a heatless,

indirect light concealing the mystic source of
its emanation.

To the mass of workers who crave the
warm fire of comradery in the bitter cold
of the economic night and seek the revolu-
tionary beacon to point the way out, there
is no satisfaction in Gregory’s Chorus.

If, according to John Strachey, literature
(including, we presume, poetry) is arith-
metic where the other arts are algebra, Greg-
ory’s Chorus for Survival distinctly belongs
in the category of the other arts, as far as
the worker-reader is concerned. So glyptic in
its etching

Spring in my heart
the city in the sun

and
Dreams still warm
and
Each house an institution for the blind

Or lines of such sonorous metallic reverbera-
tion as
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through houses open to the wind
through cold and rain

one is nonetheless impelled to class Horace
Gregory’s writings among the luxury prod-
ucts of bourgeois liberal poets who though
making an effort to identify themselves with
the revolutionary mass struggle are shifting
the center of their individualistic gravity to
where it can be made either meaningless or
meaningful by a twist of obscurantism, or
rendered guileless by the naive confession “I
am very far removed from the political ac-
tivity of the Party.”

The classic acid test of good poetry gen-
erally accepted is:

delete a line or even a strophe and see whether
one’s reaction will be that of a loss or incom-
pleteness.

By which criterion Gregory’s Chorus is with-
out a doubt a poetical work of high order.
But there is yet another test to be applied.
Delete a whole poem, even an entire book
and see whether your reaction will be that
of a loss or incompleteness, in which case we
doubt that the proletarian reader will be able
to answer in the affirmative.

Throughout in Gregory’s Chorus there is
evident a subconscious effort to escape social
realities and affirmations. Exceptions to this
may be found toward the end of the book,
as in the ironic piece beginning with

Sorry if I intrude
Sorry my face is here to spoil the party

or

For you my son
I write of what we were.

and

Under the stene I saw them flow
Express Times Square at five o’clock
Eyes set in darkness, trampling down
all under, limbs and bodies driven . . .
to empty rooms, to empty arms,

Wall paper gardens flowering there.

Gregory strikes a note of realistic hopefulness
in such lines as

Wake my limbs again
Adam-Ralph Emerson.

but this is negated by flights into

platonic idealism which is part of our
New England culture.
(from the anouncement of the Jacket)

Where is the bold vision of a world bound
together in proletarian unity? Where the
encouragement to the worker to “build the
new world for our sons to enter?”

In speeding to the never-never land of
political neutrality Gregory streamlines his
medium to meet the resistance of modern
poetry to rhyme and reason, and succeeds in
robbing his work of poignancy. The Ukrainian
saying

the heart plants but the mind reaps

seemingly holds true for all forms of poetry
and thus where the heart has failed to sow
in the fertile soil of class values there is but
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a scant crop for the reaper, no matter how
sharp his intellectual scythe and how wide
his swing,

Nevertheless there is a great power of elo-
quence in such lines as:

I saw the naked cowering man
shrink from the midnight of his eye.

and

I saw each man who rode alone
prepare for sleep in deeper sleep
and there to ride sightless, unknown
to darkness that no day recalls.

or such high-stalked fleurs de mal:

Until your hands grow cold

and skin turn green

body split through and green as green
glass bottle that's thrown away.

Finally, there are in Chorus for Survival such
utterly defeatist lines as:

How many times before we fall

we fail.
and in a poem on lynching:

No longer betray

a separate identity

black bone and ashes

here at least confers

that martyrdom from which no man is free.

A bitter, sweet plaintiveness, almost Heinesque
in its pathetic yearning for immortality, per-
meates such lines as:

Let me survive
Outlive the syllables that seund my name,

The sharp abruptness of some of Gregory’s
opening verses, the deft fadeouts of a number
of others, the perfect hold on his medium
with an eye to word-Gobelins, as antique in
their conception as they are brave in their ex-
ecution like the lines:

as you and I break handclasp, .

leaping the ashes of time's Illium
and
Still floats the wedding caul, the oversoul,

definitely put Horace Gregory among the
foremost contemporary poets.

The proletarian reader, however, who looks
to Horace Gregory, in spite of the latter’s
political flounderings, as one of his bards we
venture to say would welcome in him a turn
from the leitmotif of “bitterly to know thy-
self,” from the Grecian Urn theme and
Elegies in the Country Churchyards—a turn
from the prothalamian to the stirring orches-
tration (in brass if need be) of working-
class struggle, hopes and achievements —a
turn from the intellectualized thinly-smoking
stufa, to an eruption of hot lava like that
flowing in the songs of Johannes Becher,
from the resigned exiat of “I must witness
the conflict, then walk away and gain per-
spective to forthright partisanship, from an
army frozen in thought to an army marching.”

In the Chorus for Survival one seems to
discern the chorus for the survival of the

unfittest emotions, cryptic soul scratching—
rather than the survival of those laboring
masses fit to take hold of the world and
thus create a new life.

As one whose road to Communism was
wrought with what seems to him the same
spiritual difficulties as Horace Gregory’s, the
same intellectual waverings, the same aver-
sion to “‘joining up,” always mentally reserv-
ing for himself the right to be a “nationalist
in the sense in which you or I describe the
inheritance of culture,” this reviewer has

nothing but the profoundest sympathy for

this poet, who like himself seems to be ever-
lastingly tripping over the merest aesthetical
shred as though it were a stumbling block
of insurmountable dimensions—only we hope
to extricate himself from himself at last—a
transitory phase in the life of a Communist
writer whose emotionalism is still rooted in
the false idea that artists are people apart
from the ordinary run of human beings.
Having declared his poetical scruples in re-
gard to political action, Gregory may now,
so to speak, hear his own voice. We feel
sure that when he hears it, his bourgeois
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liberal talk “of one day we may be told to
read Proust and the next day to drop him,”
will sound as unconvincing as it is untrue of
the revolutionary movement.

Perhaps Horace Gregory will turn once
more to the John Reed Club (among whose
founders he is) for further clarification on
certain aspects of Marxian dialectics, as they
differ from the “teachings of the Lovestonites
and Trotskyites” whose role he misunder-
stands.

In conclusion, it is certain that Horace
Gregory, by active participation in our revo-
lutionary movement will ultimately learn to
sing with the workers rather than about
them, and instead of a futile effort to grasp
the fallen torch of civilization by its dying
smoke, the poet will get hold of it by its
more realistic butt end. No, Horace Greg-
ory, it is not exactly “victory” we “want you
to shout at this moment,” but to cry “hold
the fort” to those who fight underground in
Hitler’s Germany, in Schuschnigg’s Austria, in
Mussolini’s Italy, in Leroux-Roble’s Spain or
in our own growing plague spots. '

MoisHeE NADIR.

The New Lenin Edition

COLLECTED WORKS OF V. 1. LEN-
IN. 8 volumes. Special Anniversary Sub-
scribers Edition. International Publishers.

$8.

NTERNATIONAL Publishers have cel-

ebrated their tenth anniversary with a
publishing feat. ‘The publication of their
eight volumes of Lenin’s Collected Works
at an average price of a dollar a volume is
something no bourgeois publishers could have
carried through, not only because of the
many and difficult problems invelved in the
collection, authentication, annotation and
translation of Lenin’s writings, but also be-
cause of the economics involved. Bank loans,
dividends, high salaries, subsidies to family
members of former owners, all would have
stood between them and their bringing the
writings of perhaps the greatest mind of our
time within reach of the largest possible
public.

But transcending these considerations, of
course, is the cultural and political importance
of such a collected edition. In the writing of
what other man, in any part of the world, is
there so much vitality, so much truth, so
much of the very information, exhortation
and experience that mankind needs at this
moment?

It is the truth and vitality of what Lenin
has to say which makes these books so im-
portant to all now living. His writing is
quite artless; he is no literary practitioner—
save in the way any honest man burning to
convey a message is. If his style is artless,
it is also extremely effective. His simple, di-
rect, oratorical style was successfully put to
many diverse uses, for satire and invective,

for exposition, narration and declamation, for
analysis, synthesis, condemnation and eulogy.
His style, above all else, is that of the man
of action, to whom writing is also a form of
action,

That well-known Catholic, Ernest Hem-
ingway, in those portions of Death in the
Afternoon devoted to his reflections on the
craft of writing, said: “I found the greatest
difficulty, aside from knowing truly what you
really felt, rather than what you: were sup-
posed to feel and had been taught to feel,
was to put down what really happened in
action.” The difficulty of doing this very
thing in the economic and political realms
is immeasurably greater. Those who can
perceive truth at a time when 99 percent
of mankind is unaware that there is even a
problem, are geniuses. Those who can set
down these glimpses of truth in words, se
that they may be transferred to others and
be realized in almost immediate action, are
very great writers indeed; and anyone who
can begin to apply advance truth to sur-
rounding conditions is ipso facto a great
man.

Lenin did all of these things. More than
any other man in the memory of those now
living, he dissipated the time lag: that dis-
reputable interval between the human percep-
tion of truth and its application. Here is the
basic reason for the supreme importance of
this collection of books. They speak not
only to the present but also to the future;
for, long before the capitalist world and es-
pecially American capitalism began to turn,
in its despair, to fascism, Lenin was ob-
jectively testing and solving the problems
that compose the degeneration of capitalism.
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The effects of Lenin’s writings upon the
world have, of course, been incalculable. In
the political realm no other writing in our
generation is comparable. As the preemi-
nent theoretician of the Bolsheviks, his writ-
ings not only materially accelerated the suc-
cess of the October Revolution and solidified
the socialist State in the early days of the
Soviet Republics, but they have guided revo-
lutionary activity in all parts of the world
since, just as they did before. Marx has
had no more creative and effective a suc-
cessor and Lenin’s collected writings provide
a complete panorama of all phases of revo-
lutionary activity in all parts of the world
during the earth’s most significant quarter
century.

The eight volumes which constitute this
edition do not, obviously, exhaust the entire
range of Lenin’e output. That will require
some thirty volumes and enormous labor.
The first two volumes cover the period be-
tween the spring of 1900 and the beginning
of 1902. They begin with the heart-break-
ing antics of Plekhanov and the consequent
threat of extinction for the important revo-
lutionary journal, The Spark. The conclud-
ing section is the famous work, W hat Is to
Be Done? which runs to about 170 pages,
and in which Lenin synthesized the basic
ideas on policy and tactic in the revolution-
ary movement contained in his previous
writings.

The third volume, Materialism and Em-
pirio-Criticism, is Lenin’s most important
philosophical work, wherein he establishes the
epistemological base for the Marxian phi-
losophy and dialectic materialism, providing
t!le rationale wherewith the Marxian revi-
sionists, misreading the implications of mod-
ern science, may be confounded.

The fourth volume, The Imperialist War,
begins with a short biographical statement

about Marx, an examination of his philos-
ophy, an exposition of his economic doctrine
(value, surplus value and the tactics of the
class struggle of the proletariat). This oc-
cupies scarcely sixty pages and the remainder
contains all of Lenin’s speeches, papers, reso-
lutions, etc., from September, 1914 until
December, 1915. These provide an elucida-
tion of the cayses of imperialist war, an ex-
posure of the social-chauvinism and social-
patriotism of the dominant leadership of the
Second International and a conclusive pre-
sentation of the Marxian program and tactic
with regard to war. At that time Lenin’s
chief antagonist was Kautsky, and his rid-
dling of Kautsky’s centrism, with its ra-
tionalization of hesitation and straddling,
furnishes the classic answer to the centrists
of all countries and all epochs. Lenin’s anal-
ysis of the events occurring in all parts of
the world during that period is literally ex-
citing and remirnds one of the amazing com-
mentaries made by Marx when, similarly, he
was surveying the international scene of his
time.

The fifth and sixth volumes, The Revolu-
tion of 1917, present the record of Lenin at
the very pinnacle of his revolutionary activ-
ity, when he was making decisions so true
that they are still guides; when he was de-
termining the course of world events and
the future of society. The two volumes cover
four months—the period from March, 1917,
when Lenin heard the news of the over-
throwing of the Romanoffs, until July, when
the first open clash between the workers and
the provisional government occurred and
Lenin was driven into hiding.

The seventh and eighth volumes, Toward
the Seizure of Power, contain all of Lenin’s
letters and articles from July up to the Oc-
tober Revolution. The eighth volume also
contains the invaluable work, State and Rev-

Caucasus.

achievement.
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of Red Army fighters who trounce counter-revolution in the

I LOVE, by A. Avdeyenko. A joyful autobiography of socialist

Write for our mew catalogue
INTERNATIONAL

$1.25

$1.00

$1.00

PUBLISHERS
NEW YORK, N. Y.

27

olution. These last four volumes form a
unity. They cover the entire course of the
Russian Revolution of 1917. In them, for
the first time in history, is a living picture of
the organizer and leader of a revolution at
work; here we have the very words which
made history.

All of the volumes have notes and ap-
pendices of the very greatest historical im-
portance. The quality of the editing of the
eight volumes is exceptionally high.

Henry Harr.

Brief Review

NEW PIONEER STORY BOOK.
Edited by Martha Campion. (New Pioneer
Publishing Co. New York City. 25¢.)
The first book of stories from the prole-
tarian viewpoint, Excellently conceived work
for children between nine and fourteen.
Proletarian in price, too, yet in illustrations
and typography it compares favorably with
the regular two dollar children’s books
turned out by any of the capitalist publishing
mills.

SMARA4, THE FORBIDDEN CITY,
by Michel Vieuchange. With a preface by
Paul Claudel. Illustrated. (E. P. Dutton
Co. $2.75.) In the great tradition of ex-
ploration. Single-handed, like his predecessor
who discovered the sources of the Niger,
Vieuchange penetrated to the deserted and
forbidden city of Smara and died there. His
journals were intended as notes for a book;
in themselves they have a directness and a
continuity that make good reading.

ACT OF DARKNESS, by John Peale
Bishop. (Charles Scribners’ Sons. $2.50.)
Sin as a release in the tortured and decadent
society of the aristocratic South is the motif
of this sensitively written novel. (Little,
however, is gained by this sight into the
sickroom.)

READER, by E. D. Manevich. (Published
by State Textbook Publishing House, Mos-
cow. On sale at Workerss Bookshop, 50
East 13th Street, New York City. 35¢.) In
spite of some obscurities of translation and
a few expressions that sound strange to us,
this reader used by English-speaking children
in Soviet schools is vastly superior in con-
tent drawn from life to the American public
school readers with their fairy tales, senti-
mentalities and bluebirdy tone.

RENASCENT MEXICO. Edited by
Herbert Weinstock. (Covici-Friede. $2.50.)
Mexico’s leading Trotskyite is a contributor
to this symposium by the specialists of the
seminar conducted each summer in Mexico
by the Committee on Cultural Relations with
Latin America. There is much concern with
the Indian, especially his art, and a reassur-
ance that everything will turn out all right
with more education and the demagogue
Calles’ fake six-year plan.
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Art

Frank Lloyd Wright’s Utopia

HE most recent of the Big Business

Fairs to be housed in Mr. Rockefeller’s
monument to himself is called “The Indus-
trial Arts Exposition—A Preview of Pros-
perity’”’ (no fooling), and if it is still going
when this appears, you are hereby advised not
to waste your time or money on it. It is
somewhat amazing and very instructive to
learn what can be included under the term
Industrial Art, these days. The latest or-
ange drink, corn plaster, automobile polish,
life insurance, Encyclopedia Britannica, etc.,
—and a nice Police Department booth with
an elaborate display of ‘“our modern effi-
ciency”’—are now Art. Also included are a
few objects, mainly utilitarian, whose efhi-
cient functioning and economy of manufac-
ture have resulted in good design. They
are hard to find amidst the general welter of
junk.

‘The most important display in the exhibi-
tion is Frank Lloyd Wright's set of scale
models for his “Broadacre City, A New
Community Plan,” which is explained and
illustrated in a ten-cent brochure that pre-
sents his ideas on architecture in general and
community planning in particular. Briefly,
Mr. Wright offers as a solution, not only
for architecture but for everything that’s
wrong with present-day society, Decentraliza-
tion. In fact his opening sentence lists “de-
centralization” as “one of the inherent rights
of man.” He has worked out a “four-
square-miles-1,400 families” unit which is in-
tended to be self-contained and includes

. little farms, little homes for industry,
little factories, little schools, a little university
going to the people mostly by way of their in-
terest in the ground, liftle laboratories on their
own ground for professional men.

He sums up in a paragraph, as follows:

To reiterate: the basis of the whole is general
decentralization . . . free use of the ground held
only by use and improvements; public utilities
and government itself owned by the people of
Broadacre City; privacy on one’s own ground for
all and fair means of subsistence for all by way
of their work on their own ground or in common
offices serving the life of the whole. Individuality
established on such terms must thrive., Unwhole-
some life would get no encouragement and the
ghastly heritage left by overcrowding in over-
done ultra-capitalistic centers would be likely to
disappear in three or four generations.

Despite his badly confused notions of the
nature of social forces in our society— (only
a serious and completely sincere person could
have written such a naive concoction of
adolescent idealism and Wellsian it’s-all-done-
with-push-buttons  fiction)—Frank  Lloyd
Wright must be regarded as one of the im-
portant forces in progressive American archi-
tectural thought. This not only for his dis-
tinguished record of achievement and cour-
ageous pioneering over a long period of years,
but because his creative talents and intellec-
tual integrity have driven him forward by
the inner logic of his craft to an anti-capital-
ist position. He is virtually alone among
the prominent architects of this country in his
approach to the fundamental problems of
present-day architecture as primarily socio-
economic. He posits as basic in his scheme
such profound changes as

. free use of the ground . . . ownership of
government and utilities by the people . . . a fair
means of subsistence for everyone . . . etc.,

without seeming to understand what these
things mean, nor how they can be attained.
He has simply taken author’s license to create
a utopia of his own making. He has pro-
vided houses, factories, offices, etc., that have
adequate light, space, air, facilities and many

The THEATRE

“PARADE’

GUILD THEATRE, 52 8t., West of Broadway.

COL 5-8229. Eves.: 8:30—$1.10, $1.65, $2.20, $2.75, $3.80.
Thursday Matinee: 2 30—\$1 10, $1.65, $2.20 — Saturday Matinee: 2:30—$1.10, $1.65, $2.20, $2.75.

GUILD presents
A Social Review

with JIMMY SAVO

‘““AWAKE
AND SING”

By CLIFFORD ODETS
Eves. $2.75-$1.10. Mats. $2.20-55¢
BELASCOQ IHEA- “th st E. of Broadway.

Evegs. 8:45. Mats. Thurs. & Sat.

The Group Theatre Presents

“WAITING FOR LEFTY”
and “TILL THE DAY | DIE”

LONGACRE

For Theatre Party Benefits—call HELEN THOMPSON, PEnn. 6-7234
or write THE GROUP THEATRE, 246 West 44th Street, New York City

2 plays by CLIFFORD ODETS
Eves. $1.65-40c. Mats. $1.10-40c

Thea., 48th St., W. of Broadway.
Eves. 8:30. Mats. Wed. & Sat.

NEW MASSES

other of the desirables of good living. He
has a generally healthy sense of values as to
what constitutes “an ideal life,” in terms
of material welfare and socially-useful ac-
tivity by the individual, but it is this very
approach to the problem as one of simply
drawing up the blueprints for “the ideal
life” that makes the project irrelevant and
even ludicrous as a program for American
architecture today. No truly progressive
community planning can be founded on any
other than the immediate (as well as future)
needs, political and material, of the exploited
working population of the country. Beyond
the broadest of generalities it is very difficult
to say what is usable in Mr. Wright’s proj-
ect for a “future society.” We are safe in
aiming at decent living and working condi-
tions (as understood in terms of present-day
standards of technology) for the entire popu-
lation, but whether housing and industry
should be on the basis of large- or small-scale
units is not a question that can be settled
by arbitrary fiat. Any practicable revolu-
tionary program for American architecture
today will have to utilize the existing large-
scale units as a basis for immediate needs,
while planning for gradual modification to-
ward a more decentralized economy; but to
what extent and in what form this decen-
tralization will take place is premature
(though perhaps interesting) speculation.

As far as relevance to an immediate pro-
gram is concerned, the significance of Mr.
Wright's project is that it points inexorably
to the necessity for the removal of capitalism
and the creation of a socialist society as the
primary condition for the progressive devel-
opment of architecture.

STEPHEN ALEXANDER.

Theatre Notes

The Young Ge First, by Martin, Scudder and
Friedman. (Park Theatre.) The sparkling, color-
ful full-length play about the C.C.C., written pro-
duced and acted by one of the leading working-
class groups: Theatre of Action (formerly Workers
Laboratory Theatre). Robust acting and direction,
and a particularly fine set by Mordecai Gorelik.
Tickets as low as 25 cents.

Waiting for Lefty and Till the Day I Die, by
Clifford Odets. (Longacre Theatre.) A double-bill
of unsurpassed dramatic importance. The Group
Theatre’s production of Waiting for Lefty is some-
thing you will never forget. Odets’ faithful study
of German Communists in their underground activ-
ity has flashes of inspiring heroism. Tickets as low
as 40 cents.

Parade. (Guild Theatre.) You probably won’t
need to be told that the Guild has heartily emascu-
lated the original version by Paul Peters and George
Sklar. But you may have to be convinced that
Parade is worth seeing. It's one of the most enter-
taining programs now running on Broadway. Some
seats at $1.10.

Awake and Sing. by Clifford Odets. (Belasco
Theatre.) After a good deal of critical praise and
blame, Awake and Sing emerges as one of the big
achievements of the season. Rich and robust por-
trait of a Bronx family, of the pain and degradation
which poverty inflicts on its life. Acted with warmth
and profound understanding. Tickets as low as
50 cents. S. B.

«
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Confessions of an Opium Sitter

HAVE been fighting it for years but

I'm afraid there is no use. For a time
I thought I could break myself by
taking long walks or by getting drunk or by
traveling in such remote regions that even
the Sunday papers couldn’t reach me, but I
soon realized I was only dodging the issue
instead of conquering it. There were periods
when I tried to convince myself that what
I was doing was not only legally permissible
.and ultra-patriotic but also sensible. As an
extreme gesture I even took up golf, thinking
that by degrees I might return to sanity,
but that venture was no more successful than
the others. It ended one fine June day
when, despite everything I could do, the sub-
way train which had been marked Van
Cortland Park suddenly swerved about and
ended up at the Polo Grounds. There I was
again, in all my shame, sitting in the grand-
stand shouting remarks at the umpires, re-
marks which even to my own ears sounded
fantastic. Things were further complicated
on that historic day of my return by the
fact that I still carried the bag of golf clubs
and looked rather like a fool as I sat there
surrounded by my old comrades who held
a score card in one hand and a hot dog in
the other and wondered what strange conceit
had overtaken me. We solved everything in
the eighth inning, however, by using a few
of the clubs as spears to hurl at the enemy
(the St. Louis Cards were playing that day,
I recall) and breaking the others over the
heads of such few patrons present who main-
tained that Dizzy Dean was the superior of
~Carl Hubbell.

What prompts me to this . confession is
the retirement of a man who will rank in
history with Charlemagne, H. G. Wells and
Napoleon. I refer, as you well know, to
Babe Ruth. You may smile, you may even
scoff, but I tell you in all seriousness that

THEATRE OF ACTION

Presents

| RST:
the
GO FIRST ::

Prices: 25¢ to $1. Evegs: 8:45. Mats. Sats. 2:45

THE ONLY REVOLUTIONARY THEATRE
’ NOW OPEN

SATURDAY EVENING, JUNE 22, 1935
Special Benefit Performance for the

NATIONAL EMERGENCY CONFERENCE
AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT WAGE PROGRAM

Help develop the struggle to preserve wage and
living standards. See a moving, absorbing
dramatic production that directs itself against
the very program which we all must fight.

PARK THEATR

59th Street and
Columbus Circle

ROBERT FORSYTHE

Babe Ruth is the superior of any of these
men and it is a shame that Joe Jackson
wasn’t still playing when they introduced the
lively ball. I have been told that there
are people who have never heard of Joe
Jackson but I know the heart of America
too well to believe any nonsense of that sort.
It is all very well to jest but there are cer-
tain matters too sacred for levity. Joe Jack-
son retired because of an unfortunate deal
with gamblers by which he and a few of
his associates on the Chicago White Sox
threw a World Series to Cincinnati, but
Babe Ruth retired because of a violent pro-
test from his legs. If I quote such news
with the show of a sob, it is because I am an
addict. I have tried to convince myself that
baseball is not an opiate and here I find
myself filled to the brim with poison.

Woas I elated when the Normandie docked
several weeks ago? I was not even clear
whether it was the first boat which had ever
crossed the Atlantic or just the latest. My
chief concern at the moment was the im-
minent fall of the Brooklyn Dodgers into
the second division in the National League.
Did I rejoice with the rest of the world
at the spectacle of Mrs. Ogden Reid of The
New York Herald Tribune being honored by
Oglethorpe College? Instead I was mourn-
ing over Babe Ruth being discharged be-
cause he had been an evil influence over the
young men who made up the roster of the
Boston Braves. If you want to be extreme
about it, I’m lost. I think men like Charley
Stoneham of the New York Giants and Col-
onel Ruppert of the New York Yankees and
Sam Breadon of the St. Louis Cardinals are
public-spirited men of the highest type for
supplying good baseball without thought of
profit.- What touched my heart in the Bos-
ton imbroglio between Babe Ruth and Judge
Fuchs was not Mr. Ruth’s tribute to Judge
Fuch’s character but the baseball the Boston
team autographed and presented to Mr.
Ruth, There was something about this which
got me and I think Babe could well forget
the loss of his year’s salary ($25,000) for
the sake of his Boston uniform, which the

management announced would be turned over
to him with the club’s compliments as a
memento of his stay with the team. That
thoughtfulness was only matched by the ac-
tion of Mr. Breadon of St. Louis in saying
that if Manager Frisch fined Dizzy Dean
$10,000 for insubordination, he would even
increase the amount of the fine to show his
faith in his manager. The fine would go
back into the treasury of the club and per-
haps go to the purchase of other players, who
in turn could be fined out of most of their
salaries. In this way business could be stim-
ulated and something very excellent done in
the way of greasing the wheels of industry.
If Mr. Dean does not want to abide by the
authority of the club, he need only quit and
take up some other line of work. If he
doesn’t know any other line of work, he had
better be grateful for what is being done for
him. It isn’t every young man who has a
chance to spend his summer days in the open
air in the presence of thousands of people
who have paid their money to enjoy his
pleasure.

There was a third incident in the past
weeks which showed what a hold baseball has
on the hearts of the people. I refer to the
case of Alabama Pitts, who graduated from
a five-year course at Sing Sing to a position
with the Albany club of the International
League. In itself it is a refutation of the
scoffers who profess to see a dark future for
our youth. What Mr. Pitts has done, any
young man can do. What made his appear-
ance in the news so striking was the refusal
of the higher authorities in minor league
baseball to allow Mr. Pitts to accept the
Albany job, At first there was great agita-
tion about the discrimination against a young
man who had paid his debt to the state and
was seeking now to make his way back to
respect, but this changed later to a recog-
nition that perhaps he was getting his just
deserts. I must confess that my own views
were altered by something Mr. Pitts said at
the height of the controversy. He seemed
reconciled to the way fate was treating him.
This in itself was suspicious but the worst

Coming
SUN. EVE.

) *‘4
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PERUVIAN INCA
INDIAN DANCERS
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Mexico, Cuba, Argentina b

“{ TOWN HALL
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fears were confirmed when he said in answer
to a question about his reaction to the ruling
of the baseball powers: “I suppose you can’t
blame them. They’re trying to do the best
they can. After all, baseball is a business
and they have to protect themselves.”

It is rather easy to see how Mr. Pitts got
into trouble in the first place. Baseball is a
business, he says glibly. Well, I resent that
and 1 believe every red-blooded American
joins me in my resentment. Perhaps I
shouldn’t be so upset about things of this
sort, but it is difficult to be silent in the
face of such sentiments. Urged by the more
serious of my friends, I have tried to spend
less time in a grandstand seat but there are
moments when I realize the importance of my
sporting interest. If by some small word or
deed I can do anything to further the most
honorable sport any nation ever had, I am
content to be ridiculed. I believe in the
Constitution of the United States and in the
practice of walking Lou Gehrig with run-
ners on second and third. On that platform
I take my stand.

Between Qurselves

HE next quarterly issue, dated July 2,

will be fiction number. The additional
sixteen-page section will be devoted entirely
to short stories, with an introductory article
by Alan Calmer,

The selection of the stories has been en-
trusted to a special committee of writers and
editors, who have been in touch with fiction
writers in all parts of the country. Final
decisions are being made as this issue goes to
press, and full details will be given next
week.

Josephine Herbst has another story to tell
about “Realengo 18” the famous Soviet in
Cuba of which she wrote in our issue of
March 19, and it will appear in an early
issue,

Granville Hicks will make a coast-to-coast
lecture tour under the auspices of THE NEW
Masses Lecture Bureau in the Fall. He
plans to remain some time in Oregon, in
connection with his forthcoming biography
of John Reed.

SOVIET

* % % %

11 UNION SQUARE

% YOU CAN STILL JOIN %

OUR TOUR OONDUCTED BY DR. EDWARD COHEN, VISITING

and PALESTINE

Sailing on S.S. ROMA, JUNE 29, 1935 (direct to Haifa and Odessa).
Returning on SEPTEMBER 2ND To New York — LATER IF DESIRED.

Prices and full information updn request.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR TEACHERS AND DOCTORS.
Write for booklet describing other trips and tours to Europe.

AMALGAMATED BANK OF NEW YORK

RUSSIA

NEW YORK CITY

U.S. WORKERS DELEGATION HAIL THE U.S.S.R.

HEAR THE TRUTH ABOUT THE SOVIET UNION
FROM THE AMERICAN TRADE UNION DELEGATION

FRI. JUNE 14th 8 P.M.

ST. NICHOLAS PALACE

Chairman:
CORLISS
LAMONT

69 W. 66th Street

12 AMERICAN DELEGATES now traveling through-
out the Soviet Union, visiting factories, Trade Unions,
homes, collective farms, schools, etc.

Speakers: SAM A. DEWITT, Socialist Call

WM. N. JONES, Baltimore Afro-American

Hear what five Socialists and sixz members of the American
Federation of Labor have to say after an extemsive tour

throughout the Soviet Union.

RoOBERT W. DUNN, Labor Research Assn.

Auspices: Friends of the Soviet Union, New York District
822 Broadway, N. Y. C.
Admission—General, 25c¢; reserved seats, 50c.

NEW MASSES

FREE SPEECH—A SYMPOSIUM

IRVING PLAZA
15th St. & Irving Place
Monday Evening
JUNE 17, 1935
Admission: 25 cents

Protest Against Hicks' dismissal

GRANVILLE HICKS:
Free Speech in the Colleges

JOHN HOWARD LAWSON:
Free Speech in the South

BRUCE MINTON:
Free Speech on the West Coast

Sponsors:
New Masses, League of American Writers,
National Committee for Defense of
Political Prisoners

CAMP
UNITY

WINGDALE, NEW YORK

WATER AND LAND SPORTS
[ ]

Beautiful Country, Clever Programs, Theatricals,
Concerts, Campfires, Classes, Lectures—
—Lots of fun!

[ ]
Rates: $16 a Week, $2.75 a Day
Cars leave daily. ALgonquin 4-4611
Write for folder to 50 E. 13th St.

All Roads Lead to Harlem
for the

June Frolic

Benefit: NEGRO LIBERATOR

JUNE 22nd

SAVOY BALLROOM |
141st Street and Lenox Ave.

e

@ Jimmy Savo

@ Avis Andrews }

® Richard Huey )

® Esther Junger

® Jean Travers
and

® Eugene Nigob

plus Other Broadway Stars

Two Bands

Teddy Hill The San Damrugans

Tickets: 65 cents <

at 4

Workers’ Bookshop, 50 East 13th Street
New Theatre League, 114 W. 14th St.

e

Negro Liberator, 308 W. 141st St.




ROOF GARDEN—Reception and Dance

Prof. Margaf:et Schlauch

SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 1935, at 8:00 P. M.
at HECKSCHER FOUNDATION, | EAST 104th STREET
Auspices: Anti-Fascist Literature Committee
on the Eve of her departure to the Soviet Union
SUBSCRIPTION, 76 CENTS

P

10th Anniversary
ECHO 4 TREAT!
July 4th Week End

thra Sunday Dinner P18
$28

With transportation
and meals

All land and water sports

including Golf

JUNE RATE

From

$22.50 Weekly

WARRENSBUR
N Y

Booklet “M” on
Request

City Phone
VAnderbilt 3-9874

CAMP NITGEDAIGET

ON THE HUDSON BEACON, N. Y.
HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
— COTTAGES for TWO and FOUR —
— Tennis — Handball — Swimming —
Five-Piece Orchestra Pierre Degeyter Trio
Dancing Concert

$14.00 PER WEEK
Cars leave daily 10:30 A. M. from
2700 Bronx Park East, Bronx, N. Y.
(Round Trip: $2.00)
New York Central Trains to Beacon, N. Y.
Tel: Beacon 731. City Office: EStabrook 8-1400

FOR YOUR VACATION
The Proletariat and the Intelligentsia Meet at
_North Branch, Sull. Co., N. Y. Tel: Callicoon 95

MAUD’S SUMMER-RAY

All kinds of Physical and Cultural Activities

City information regarding transportation,
rates, etc., Phone KIngsbridge 6-3664

- CLASSIFIED ADS — 30 cents a line

6 words in a line

3 lines minimum

SUMMER RESORTS

ROOMS

A DELIGHTFUL HIDE-AWAY in the mountains
inviting people of better taste. Wholesome food,
delightful companionship, outdoor sports.
Bring your skates along for week-end. Lovely new
roller skating rink just completed.
CHESTERS’ ZUNBARG
V7oodbourne, N. Y. Tel. Fallsburg 2F 22

AVANTA FARM, ULSTER PARK, NEW YORK.
Workers’ Resting Place. Fresh milk and all farm
products. Quiet, bathing, comradely atmosphere.

Price $12.00 per week, $2.00 per day, $7-$10 for
children.

Directions:
10 A. M. boat W. 42nd St., or 10:20 W. 129th St. to
Foughkeepsie, ferry to Highland, 3:20 P.M. train
Saturdays and 3:45 daily to Ulster Park. Round-trip
total $2.71. 9W Route for car.

BEAUTIFUL ROOM in Seagate with comrades. Open
porch. Very nice location. Box 1812, New Masses.

DESIRABLE FURNISHED ROOMS—Apartments—
All improvements. Comradely atmosphere, Reason-
able Rental. Eva Jaffee, 2719 Deerfleld Ave., Beach
28 St., Far Rockaway.

FRESHLY DECORATED single, double furnished
rooms—running water, overlooking garden, congenial
atmosphere, telephone, shower, $5-§8. 1386 E. 22nd St.

SINGLE ROOM, Modern—For rent—with private fam-
ily. Apply J. Williams, 311 W. 19th St., Apt. 42.

YOUNG MAN will share his pleasant 2 room apart-
ment, modern, convenient, reasonable. Saltman, 224
‘W. 10th 8t., N. Y. C.

RUSSIAN TAUGHT

MAKE HILLCREST LODGE your country home.
Golf, tennis, handball on premises; swimming nearby.

gton, 864 Planfleld, N. J. Est. 1910. 30 minutes
by train, 50 by car.

DISCOVER THE PINE PARK, a choice vacation re-

treat noted for its picturesque setting amidst pine

tree forests and the very finest in foods; sports facil-

ities. Special rates to readers of New Masses.

THE PINE PARK, Lake Huntington (Sull. Co.) N. Y.
Phone Lake Huntington 2.

UINUSUAL! Picturesque secluded lower Berkshires.

g,s hrs. from Grand Central. Delicious food, sports.
omradeship. Week-end, $2.50 per day. Ask for Road

Map. Camp is, Brewster, N. Y.

Pihone: Brewster 555F5. New York Office: J. Kantor,

197 Second Ave., N. Y. O

SUBLET

FOR JULY AND AUGUST. Attractive 2-room Village
Ajpartment. Kitchenette, Bath, Completely Furnished.
Riadio. Cheap. Apply Simon, 207 W. 11th 8t., 5-7 P. M.

2%¢hh EAST (near Madison)—Sublet 2 large rooms
tastefully furnished, kitchen, modern bath, 5 win-
dows, reasonable; LEx. 2-2174, mornings.

LARGE BKY-LIGHT studio, simply furnished,
kitchen, bath, fire place, 837 W. 10th St., July, August.
Phone ALgonquin 4-1157 mornings and evenings.
Bargain rental.

COMFORTABLE, newly furnished Bx apartment, 20
minutes 42 St. July-Sept. Moderate rental. éall
4 P. M. Jer 7-8550.

RUSSIAN TAUGHT. Simplified method. Special con-
versational course for tourists has been very success-
ful. Miss Isa Wilga, 457 W, 57th 8t. COlumbus 5-8450,
New York City.

RECORDED MUSIC

100 000 of the finest records in the world on sale at
) 60c and 75c¢ per record (value $1.560 & $2).
The Symphonies, Chamber Music, Operas, etc., of
BACH, BEETHOVEN, BRAHMS, MOZART, WAGNER,
etc. MAIL ORDERS, CATALOGUE.

THE GRAMOPHONE SHOP, INC.
18 East 48th Street New York City, N. Y.

LAUNDRY

LOWEST PRICES IN CITY. Full list on request.
Strictly hand-work. Bachelor Service. Call and de-
liver in Manhattan. 10 percent trial discount to
New Masses readers. Greenwich Village Private Hand
Laundry, 14 Washington Place East. SPring 7-38769.

STATIONERY

PERSONAL STATIONERY with your name and
address printed on white Hammermill Bond, 200
sheets (size 6 x7)—100 envelopes—one dollar post-
paid. Send currency, check or money order to In-
dividual Letters, 121 West 42nd Street, N. Y.

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

WANTED TO BUY—Soprano concertina with fifty-
six keys. Reasonable. Write particulars. Box 1310,
New Masses.

BOOK CLUB

CAEERFUL 2 room studio apartment, at Central
Park, tiled bathroom, kitchenette, sunroof, excellent
tzangportation. $35 monthly. Margoulies, 17 W. 96 St.

RUSSIAN ARTS AND GIFTS
LARGE SELECTION of peasant handicrafts from
U.8.8.R. Linens, blouses, shawls, slippers, toys and

novelties. 109% discount with this ad. 109 B, 14th St.,
122 6th Ave. MU 2-6327.

SCHOOL
STUDY AND ENJOY LIFE this summer at a Work-

er’s School in the Ozarks, 10 weeks for $40. Address
inquiries to Commonwealth College, Mena, Arkansas.

WANTED

A REVOLUTIONARY BOOK CLUB. Sponsored by
sixty distinguished novelists, poets, sociologists, and
scientists to provide, at a substantial discount, the
best new left-wing writing in literature, politics, and
social science, headed by an editorial board including
Malcolm Cowley, Granville Hicks, Mary Van Kleeck,
Corliss Lamont, and others. For full information
write at once to the Book Union, M-381 Fourth Ave.,
New York.

ELECTROLYSIS

MEN AND WOMEN: superfluous hair on face and
other parts of the body permanently removed by
electrolysis. Personal service. Quick results guar-
anteed. My method endorsed by prominent physicians.
Will give treatments to unemployed free every Friday
from 1 to 4. Charles H. Landis, 171 W. 71st St. at
Broadway. EN 2-9150.

COMPANION, 1—2, motoring Southern States, also
Mexico. Experienced traveler, with car available,
share expenses, leaving early July. Object: study,
sightseeing. Write New Masses, Box 13811.

CHIROPODIST—PODIATRIST

PO YOU SUFFER from your feet? See A. Shapiro,
Pd.G., 223 Second Ave. AL 4-4432. Cor. 14th St.

ADIRONDACKS in JUNE

At a most modern and com-
plete adult camp

A
® Intimate
© Colorful
® Alive

A 4

Private golf course
Low June Rates

FRLLLRLY.

Booklet on request
[ J

NEW YORK OFFICE
157 West 57th Street
COlumbus 5-6346
Lena BARISH Sam GARLEN
DIRECTORS

42400448001

i

MANSIONS

WARRENSBURG, N. Y.

SUMMER TOUR
EXTRAORDINARY

to the

54 most interesting days

$429.

Conducted by

LOUIS LOZOWICK

Louis Lozowick, artist, lecturer,

critic, has visited the Soviet Union

several times beginning with 1922,

has travelled extensively and lgas

met intimately with Soviet

. scholars, workers, artists, writers,
men of the theatre, critics.

Sailing July 5 on S. S. CHAMPLAIN

Other tours as low as

$202.75

World Tourists, Inc.
175 Fifth Avenue, New York City
Telephone: ALgonquin 4-6

Please mention NEW MASSES when
patronizing advertisers.




ou’'ve been waiting for this

Special OFFER!

DAWN OVER SAMARKAND is a dramatic interpretation of
the social revolution in Central Asia, by JosHua Kunirz, one of
the editors of NEw MASSES.

Two chapters of this tremendously “alive” book—New Women in
Old Asia and Soviet Asia Sings—were published in advance in New
Masses. Ever since, readers have beem eagerly awaiting
the publication of the complete volume.

Joshua Kunitz has traveled extensively in the two young
Soviet Republics of Uzbekistan and Tadjikistan, in the re-
motest regions of the Soviet Union. He has lived among
the people, studied their customs and folklore and history.
This book is a scholarly and warmly human account of
their almost unbelievable transition, in the brief
space of 15 years, from the dark tyranny of
feudalism to a new life, 2 new consciousness un-
der the rule of the proletariat and the beginning
of Socialism.

with

NEW MASSES

for 1 year

ONLY $4.50

You SAVE On This Special Offer

DAWN OVER SAMARKAND is recognized as
the leading comprehensive study in the English lan-
guage in its field. It is a treat you don’t want to
miss] We offer it here at a price you can’t overlook!

live the history of the revolution.”—M. J. Olgin in
New Masses. .

“There is a quiet, fundamental richness in Kunitz’s
book . . . the ‘must’ book on Subtropical Soviet Asia.”—

John Chamberlin in The New York Times.

DAWN OVER SAMARKAND in the regular pub-
lished edition is $3. With one year’s subscription to
NEw Masses (regular price—$3.50), we will send
you this book for only $4.50, in all. Thereby you
save $2. Take advantage of this offer today!

What Critics Say:
“It is a thrilling tale, for it is the story of a people

struggling against old evils to make for themselves a
beter life.’—Pearl 8. Buck in Asia.

“It is sociology and politics made to live . . . makes us

NEW MASSES, 31 East 27th Street, New York, N. Y.

Please send me Dawn Over Saemarkand, by Joshua Kunitz, and New MAssgs for one year. I enclose $4.50 in full
payment for both, in accordance with your Special Offer.

Name ...iviiiiiieenetneioesncssessssasssanessesassssssssonseasseasoasssssosnnsssnose teeeeeessecsesesssasne eeesesns eevianeseas

City and 8tate ...cviveiveivernrcesceortstessssssssosssesssassnnns vecssens eeeeeecsennaseeseacestesacosanens ceresseraecisaresanes
OCCUPALION tvveinrieesseeeientcteestoessscososcaasssssssssssascassanne e o oot et ciennennceaseseeseenrecsteraiararianoesossrarananans
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