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'THE LOW PRICE OF

By HENRY M. TICHENOR

The fabled sirens who sung with
enchantment on Ho-
mer’s mythic isle had no such
sorcery as the bewitching bune
that bourgeois society puts across.

It provides charitable institu-
tions to take care of the vietims it
has made, and it tells the poor
that the worse their miseries are
on earth the greater w1]l be their

ravishing

joy in heaven.

It furnishes hospitals and doe-
tors to:alleviate the diseases that
it breeds in the foul air of con-

gested mills-and sweatshops and
slums, in polluted drinking water
it

and adulterated fpod and
builds insane asylums: for those
who go bugs fron;

decorated with flowers once a
year?

War—war that furnishes a glo-
rious opportunity for the low cost
of dying—that’s the thing that
knocks out the horrors of the high
cost of living.

Shoot the dirty Greasers, and let

When one of them kills you,
your glory is complete.

Besides, even though you have
no country while you are alive,
you will sure have some when you
are gone.

It will be located in a nice, quiet

cemetery, where nobody will dis-

the mental |

agony caused by its savage social g

system.

. Even the high cost of living|| :
need bother the hungry and home- |

less any more.

They are offered thcrlow cost of |f

dying in its stead.
‘"What terrors are there for the

poor euss that can’t live on a dol-

lar a day, when he can go out and
die for:his master’s country for
$16 a month?

Why, yearn for beefsteak when
you can get bullets, or warm
clothing when you can be covered
with a pine coffin?

. Why care for potatoes when you
can have patriotism?

Why want to live when you can
fight and die?

Why long for a home when you
can occupy a grave that will be

DYING

offer may not last long, and then
you will have to face the awful
high cost of living with no relief
in sight but beggary, burglary or
smclde

If you beg you go to the rock
pile, if you burglarize you go to
the pen, and if you suicide you go
to hell.

Go and get killed by a Mexican
while you have the chance, and
any priest, preacher or rabbi of
the capitalist class will ticket you
straight to paradise.

It is holy and righteous to mur-

=i | der in war, but it is damnation to

THE VULTURE

them shoot you!

They are the fellows that cause
all your troubles. :

Life isn’t worth living anyway,
with a lot of Mexicans at large a
thousand miles away.

The more Mexicans you kill,
the bigger a hero are you.

—From the Uniled States Mine Workers' Journal

AND IT’S PREY

turb you. -

You will be a landlord at last,
even if you are a dead one.

Only $16 a month to ‘die—it’s
absolutely a bargain.

You couldn’t begin to hve at
that price.

Grab it while it’s cheap—the

i|take your own life rather than
j|starve to death.

Let the high price of living no

B longer worry you—the low price
& | of dying is here with all the trim-
Eiimin's, 1!

All you need do is to enlist in

il|the noble cause of Standard Oil,

and die while the dyin’s good.
Go'to it, boob—all the happi-
ness is yours.
Over your six feet of earth can

be placed a slab bearing this pat-
riotic inscription:

‘‘He Gave His Life to the
Glorious Cause of Protecting
the Private Property of the
Plunderbund Down in Mex-
ico. May His Valiant Corpse
R.L P!

l

Debs’ Scathmg Indictment Of The Mexican War—Frank Bohn’s Story, Written On
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NATIONAL® COMMITTEE MEETING

The annual meeting of the Social-
ist Party was held at the Sherman
House, Chicago, May 10 to May 14,
inclusive. About sixty members of
the committee were in attendance,
and worked without intermission, ex-
cept for eating and sleeping, planning
the future work of the Socialist
Party. ;

THE NEW NATIONAL WEEKLY.
The National Committee decided to
enlarge the Party Builder, and con-
vert it into an organ for propaganda
as well as information regarding par-
ty activity. The substance of all the
features of the present Party Builder
to be retained; special emphasis to be
il1aid on matter in the following order:
'Activities of the Socialist Party, local,
.state, national and international; la-
'bor conflicts and other matters espe-
cially touching the interests of the
‘workers; official declarations of the
iNational Committee, the National Ex-
ecutive Committee, and party con-
ventions; special articles on the va-
rious phases of the Socialist move-
ment and philosophy, with particular
reference to timely social and labor
problems; editorials on current
events; an open forum for the mem-
‘bership on disputed points on party
‘policy, views and tactics.
| The above covers a field that no
propaganda paper or magazine can
handle, and the new weekly will be
‘received with acclaim by the party’
press and the membership as filling
a long-felt want.

ELECTION OF NATIONAL
OFFICERS

Walter Lanfersiek was re-elected
National Executive Secretary, by
unanimous vote. Morris Hilquitt, of
New York, was elected National
:Chairman; Winnie E. Branstetter was
re-elected . General Women’s Corre-
lspondent. The five members of the
Executive Committee are: Victor L.

PUT THIS ISSUE OF THE RIP-SAW INTO EVERX HOME!

~ This isuue of the National Rip-Saw records an epoch in the world’s -
history. In the struggle of the proletariat %o burst his chains Trin-
idad becomes another Lexington. Here the class-struggle is written
in the blood of the workers, their wives and children. This issue of
the Rip-Saw tells the story that shall never be forgotten till the vic-
tory is ours. It tells the story as only those fired with the spirit
of the Revolution can tell it. We sent Frank Bohn to Colorado to get
the FACTS. Read the testimony that convicts as beastly murderers
the exploiters and debauchers of Labor! Read Debs’ fearless and
furious denunciation of the human fiends that Capitalist Society lets
go unpunished, no matter what their bloody crimes may be! Hand
this copy of the Rip-Saw to your neighbor—Ilet it burn into his soul,
as it does into yours! Send for bundle lots at 2 cents a copy. We
have printed a tremendous extra edition for this purpose. Your
neighbor only reads the subsidized papers—he does not know the
awful truth of Trinidad. Show him the contents of this issue of the
Rip-Saw, and let him for once see the true character of the ‘‘respect-
able’’ and self-boasting ‘‘religious’’ monsters who slaughter even
mothers and babies and burn their bodies in their fierce lust for more
millions to glut their bursting hoards! Get his subscription for a
year. DON’T—DON'T let the opportunity go by to scatter to the
very limit the story of butchery and oumtrage told in this Rip-Saw!
Make the voices of your brothers and sisters, aye! and their innocent
little ones, that were silenced forever at Ludlow, speak in thunder
tones throughout this capitalist, greed-cursed nation! NOW is the
very time to get in the work that tells! Show this issue of the Rip-
Saw to your deaf and dumb and blind neighbor and get his sub-
scription! Let him know the truth, as you know it! Your own re-
demption from the clutches of capitalism depends absolutely on
making others read and learn the truth! Let the subs roll in, and so
hasten the downfall of Capitalism! :
Berger, Wisconsin; Adolph Germer,
Illinois; J. Stitt Wilson, California;
James H. Maurer, Pennsylvania;
Lewis J. Duncan, Montana.

The new National Women’s Com-

mittee consists of Anna A. Maley,
Washington; Gertrude Reilly, New

Jersey, Janet Kenimore Korngold,
Michigan; Marion Israel, California;
Theresa Malkiel, New York; May
Wood Simons, Wisconsin; Emma F.
Connolly, Alabama.

Preparations for the congressional
elections were also made.

JUST OFF THE PRESS

Rhymes of The Revolution

 ~—9~_ DBy The RIP-SAW POET _-» _-»

Comprising all of Tichenor’s brightest and best poems that have made so big a hit, and that have been copied from ocean to ocean, together with NEW ONES
never before in print. THOUSANDS IN ALL PARTS OF THE COUNTRY have asked that these poems be published in book form.

THE BOOK YOU HAVE ASKED FOR

IS NOW READY TO MAIL. A beauti-
ful Introduction by Eugene V. Debs, a
tribute that the author feels unworthy
.of, adds value to this unique collection
‘that is so different from anything e
IN ALL THE WORLD’S literature.

"Harry Tichenor is above all the poet of the

fsa their head. The gifted author pays but scant

Price, Single Copy Prepaid, 50 cts.

From Eugene V. Debs’ Introduction to Rhymes of The Revolution

and hungry, the cry of the many who sorrow and are heavy laden and have no where tolay

to avoid the use of words that may offend the over refined
deadly in earnest for that and there is never a doubt as to where he stands or what he means

It is the most earnest and heartfelt wish of the
author that every reader and friend of the Rip-Saw
shall own a cqry of these Rhymes of the Revolu-
tion. They will be read eagerly where all other
radical literature fails to attract. You can hand a
copy of these Rhymes to your most hidebound neigh-
bor, and he will never close the book until he has
devoured the last page. Every line is loaded with
bait that is sure to catch the man or woman you wish
to convert. Splendidly printed and neatly bound.

proletariat and his is the voice of the homeless

regard to form and usage and takes no pains
He is too cruelly candid and too

THE RHYMES OF THE REVOLUTION

SHOULD BE IN EVERY HOME
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GOVERNMENT BY ASSASSINATION

The industrial strikes in West Virginia, Michigan, Colorado.and
other states within the past few months have demonstrated beyond
cavil that under our progressive plutocracy the boasted ‘‘ government
of our fathers’’ has degenerated into government by assassination.

When clashes occur between plutoeratic interests and the prole-
tarian masses a host of gunmen and assassins are promptly dispatched
to the scene and at once the bloody work begins and no quarter is
shown to the slaves, nor even to their wives and children, until. their
revolt has been crushed and they have been forced back into sub-
mission.

Brute force rules the day and the gunman is its incarnation on

 the industrial battleficld. The gunman is armed with the latest ma-
chine gun; he is a murderer pure and simple, but he has nothing to
fear from the law. Indeed, the law proteets him, for he murders in
the name of the law, and his plutocratic master is the maker of the
law and the maker of the judge who construes the law—in the in-
terest of his maker. :

The organized workers are today confronted by GOVERNMENT
BY ASSASSINATION, and this latest creation of the ruling class to
subjugate their slaves has got to be grappled with and throttled if
organized labor is not to bite the dust in the United States.

President Wilson’s ‘‘government of the fathers’’ is a mere ghost
of the past, and while congress is fiddling away at its old tunes in
Washington, Rockefeller’s gunmen are shooting government by assas-
sination into the working class.

Czar Rockefeller is the real ruler of the American people and the
old government has practically gone out of business since John the
First set up government by assassination.

e et S

Rockefeller’s private army of gunmen is backed up by the militia |

of the several states, and their business is to assassinate working
people who object to slavery and degradation, as they are now doing
in the state of Colorado. ’

It will soon be time to elect’ another congress and another set of
‘governors, sheriffs, etc. Workingmen who are favorably impressed
by government by assassination and want to see it continue in force
should not fail to vote for republican, demoecratic and progressive
candidates, all of whom stand alike for Rockefeller’s private owner-
ship of the ecarth and government by gunmen and assassination to
- protect his slaves in their God-given right to produce wealth for his
benefit and rejoice in his glory—or starve.

ROCKEFELLER'S REPUBLIC.

The supreme ruler of this nation today is John D. Rockefeller and
the supreme power through which he rules is Standard Oil and its

allied interests. |

President Wilson may appear to many to be president of the
United States, but the actual president is located at 26 "Wall street,
New 'York City. It is true that the former was elected by the people,
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but the latter holds his title as ruler by the divine right of being the
owner of the means whereby the people live. -

Rockefeller does not have to be elected, or inaugurated, or taka
an oath to enforce the constitution and laws which are supposed to
govern the people, but which in fact govern only the working class.
Rockefeller rules because he owns. His word is law, and at his eom-
mand women are slain and babes are incinerated. From his decision
there is no appeal.

Rockefeller has the power to erown those who serve him and to
crush those who oppose his will.

When President Wilson, driven by an aroused populace to move
at last toward stopping the wanton slaughter of the innocent in Colo-
rado, he humbly requested Czar Rockefeller to say the word that
would end the bloody earnival, but was turned down as if he had been
a hodecarrier looking for a job.

: As long as Rockefeller is allowed to own the nation’s bread he
will control the nation’s life, and all our boasted freedom is simply
mockery and false pretense. The freedom we have is the freedom to
work on Rockefeller’s terms and the freedom to be assassinated by his
gunmen if we refuse. The miners of Colorado are fighting with the
slpmt born of desperation to free themselves from that kind of free-
dom.

Let the workers of the nation organize their power through in-
dustrial organization and through their own political party and seize
the republic Rockefeller has stolen from beneath our feet and restore
it to the people.

As long as Rockefeller owns the nation he will rule it, and murder
will be }1is method of keeping his subjects bencath his iron heel. Let
the nation own itself and then it will rule itself, and we shall then
have a republic in fact and Government by assassination will no
longer disgrace our civilization.

MOTTO
EVERYTHING  BUT RIGHT.

By EUGENE V. DEBS

HEROES AND OUTLAWS

The bodies of the 17 American soldiers who fell at Vera Cruz were
brought back to these shores on a special eruiser and received off the
Virginia Cape by Seeretary Daniels of the navy in the Presidential
sacht, the Mayflower. President Wilson paid a tribute of honor in
pohalg of the nation to the fallen bluejackets, and the whole admin-
1stration at Washington was moved to join in the funeral demon-
stration.

Why such extraordinary honor to these humble soldiers? Is there
not something remarkable in the faet that a national demonstration
is made over a few bluejackets who went down to Mexico to kill and
instead were themselves killed?

Ah, there is a purpose in lauding these ¢common workingmen who,
had they been killed in a coal mine instead of shot while invading
another country, would not have been lauded as heroes of immortal
glory. They died fighting for Rockefeller and his class, and as this
class are supported by military power they must show the American
vouth how glorious it is to die for their country so that they too may
lenlist and have the privilege of being shot full of cold lead to protect
Rockefeller’s interests in Mexico and being brought back on a special
cruiser and buried in flowers and lauded by the president himself for
their immortal patriotism.

Such are the heroes under capitalism.

Now look into Michigan, West Virginia and Colerado and see the
men who are fichting with true heroism against inhuman monsters to
keep starvation from their wives and children, and see them shot
down, hundreds of them, as if they were dogs. '

Does the president deliver an oration above these workingmen
who fell in defense of not only their families but of their country?
Does a eabinet minister order out a special train to have these heroes
buried with pomp and ecircumstance and amid the plaudits of the
populace ? '

No, nothing of the kind for these martyrs.

The difference between the bluejackets and the miners is that the
bluejackets died fighting for Rockefeller and Standard Oil and are
therefore heroes, while the Michigan, West Virginia and Colorado
miners died fighting for freedom, for manhood, for civilization and are
therefore outlaws.

That is the difference between heroes and outlaws

e
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.
S BLOODY APRII. DAY

The Twentieth Day of April should hereafter be known as
BLOODY APRIL DAY.

On that day occurred the Rockefeller massacre at Ludlow, Colo-
rado.

It was the most barbarous, inhuman, shockmg atrocity ever com-
 mitted upon American soil. Its parallel can scarcely be found in the
~ darkest ages of human history, and certainly not among the wild
~_beasts of the jungle.

Think of children having their heads shot irom their little bodies
and then cast into a heap, saturated with oil and burnt to cinders,
and this by uniformed soldiers, the ‘‘constituted authority’’ of the
state |

It staggers belief, but that’s Lndlow, the scene of the Rockefeller
massacre on the twentleth day of April, A. D. 1914,

The tents of the striking miners and their wives and little ones,
provided by the United Mine Workers and pitched upon ground they
had leased and paid for, were swept by the deadly fire of machine
guns trained upon them by a horde of ‘‘mine guards’’ in alliance with
the state militia, both in the service of Rockefeller and Standard Oil,
on that bloody April day, and to prevent escape of even the ehlldren
the uniformed fiends deliberately set fire to the tents and burnt them
to death.

The heart-rending shrieks of these innocent babes fell upon deaf
ears. The uniformed monsters were under Rockefeller’s orders and no
living thing was spared.

When night fell Ludlow was in ashes and the tented ecolony a
hideous nightmare—smouldering heaps, charred bodies, and infinite
desolation.

From the ground saturated with their blood and made holy by
their martyrdom goes up the ery of women and children murdered
foully by Rockefeller’s horde of Hessians in uniform and otherwise,
and that ery will never cease until Bloody April Day has been
avenged in the wiping out of the Rockefeller system and the trlumph

- of the cause which has made the names of Colorado’s martyrs im-
f mortal.
|

- REMEMBER THE ROCKEFELLER MASSACRE AT LUDLOW!
BLOODY APRIL DAY !!

‘“‘CONSTITUTED AUTHORITIES ’’

The pious young Rockefeller affects to feel astounded because the
people who are calling upon him to stop the bloody war in Colorado
will not realize that the miners have forfeited all claim to sympathy
and support by opposing the ‘‘constituted authorities’’ of that state.

‘“‘Constituted authorities?”’ By whom, Mr. Rockefeller, were these

‘authorities’’ in Colorado “constltutod”?

By the people, or by Standard Oil?

The pious son of his pious father evinces a high regard for the
intelligence of the people and his wage-slaves in particular when he
expatiates upon the patriotic duty of law-abiding citizens to bow with
reverence before his ‘‘constituted awthorities.”’

Who ‘‘constituted’’ the governor, the supreme court, the militia,

- the sheriffs, the imported assassins and other mercenaries and hu'e-
fings too numerous to mention the ‘‘authorities’’ of Colorado, to shoot
up the slaves of the pits, slash their wives with sabres and burn their
children to death?

‘Who but the barbarous, gluttonous mine owners bought up the
legislature, debauched the courts, seized the militia, prostituted the
press and pulpit, converted the state house into a brothel, repealed
the constitution, abolished civil law, suspended the habeas corpus and
get up government by gunmen, admmstered by fire and slaughter,
by murder and assassination, in the state of Colorado?

If the people of Colorado and especially its starved and shot-up
eoal diggers do not now realize that the state is Rockefeller’s and that
its ‘‘constituted authorities’’ are simply his executive, legislative, ad-
ministrative, judiciary and military lackeys, bootlickers and assassins,

- all the blood of the countless vietims of Rockefeller’s rapacity has
| been shed in vain and the pious young John may well feel outraged
when his slaves lack proper reverence for the ‘‘constituted authori-
ties’’ of the state. ‘

P The ‘‘constituted authorities’’ of Colorado have been precisely the

. same under Peabody’s republican administration and Ammons’ dem-

| ocratic administration, and if after the massacre at Ludlow there are

still wage-slaves who cast their votes for these parties only their piti-
~ able ignorance and servility excuses their treasonable betrayal of their
elass into the bloody shambles of the Rockefellers.

CALUMET AND LUDLOW. :
- Deceember 24th at Calumet, Michigan, and April 20th at Ludlow
Colorado, the little children of 'the striking miners paid the penalty of
me-slavery with their lives.
. 4t Calumet on Christmas eve scores of then\ were erushed, man-.

o Al e b s -
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gled killed to glut mammon’s greed, and at Ludlow they were bnmt
alive and shot like rats to increase Rockefeller’s millions.

' What working man, woman or child can ever forget Calumet and
Tudlow, Christmas eve at the one and April 20th at the other, and the
brutal murder of the innocents to glut the profit lust of the beast of

capitalism |

Not even the babes are spared by the profit-mad moloch now in
power. In his blind frenzy, his all-devouring greed, his ruthless self-
aggrandizement he turns upon the slaves whose life blood he has
drained with savage fury, shoots them down like dogs, drives their
wives and children into the w1ldemess, and, not satisfied with that,

he orders his bestial brood of mercenaries to pursue them, set fire to

their tented habitations and burn them alive or murder them in cold
blood as they attempt to escape.

~ The babes that were crushed to death at Calumet and the babes
that were burnt to death at Ludlow by the inhuman fiends employed
by the greedy mine owners will not have perished in vain if their
cruel and shoeking sacrifice to capitalism arouses the working class
to a realization of their slavery and inspires in them the high resolve
to destroy the power of their masters to rob and degrade them, and
save the babes of future generations.

CITIZENS OR SUBJECTS?

The miners of Colorado are nominally eitizens of a republie, but
in fact the subjects of an industrial dictator.

Rockefeller owns the means whereby they live, and it is only by
his sufferance and under the conditions he prescrlbes that they are
allowed to work and live. If the conditions become unbearable they
have the privilege of quitting and starving, but there is no protection
for them under the laws of the state.

As a matter of fact, they have not even the privilege of quitting
and starving if by so doing they chance to interfere with the opera-
tion of Rockefeller’s mines and shut off his stream of profits. In that
casc they are evicted from their homes, and if they erect tents on land
leased by themselves they are attacked by Rockefeller’s assassins and
their wives and children are slain in cold blood.

If the miners and other workers of Colorado are tired of being
Rockefeller’s slavish subjects the first thing they would better do is
to quit eleeting his candidates to public office. The men who are now
in arms fighting to resist Rockefeller’s brutal attacks are the very
men who elected Ammons and other Rockefeller tools who are now
demonstrating to Rockefeller’s subjects what outlaws and criminals
they are for having elected Rockefeller’s tools to office.

THE DUTY OF THE HOUR

The country is wrought up as never before over the infamous out-
rages perpetrated by the gunmen and assassins of the Rockefeller
corporations upon the miners of Colorado and their defenseless wives
and children. ’

It is utterly beyond the power of human speech to deseribe the
horrors enacted by these degenerate brutes at Ludlow. Think of the
tented village in which several hundred women and children had
taken refuge, being fired deliberately for the hellish purpose of burn-
ing these innocents alive!

It is too horrible to be true. Savages would not be guilty of such
fiendish ferocity. Cannibals would hang their heads in shame. The
headhunters of darkest Africa, nor even the beasts. of the jungle,
would disgrace themselves by committing such a satanie deed.

It is only the depraved, vile and utterly heartless perverts who
recruit Rockefeller’s horde of gunmen who could sink to such depths
of human degeneracy as to commit a erime so atrocious against
humanity. .

BABY BURNERS IS WHAT THESE MONSTERS ARE!

There is no language with which to characterize their infernal
crime, but they have served at least one good purpose, and that is
to bring home to many thousands the meaning of Rockefeller and
capitalism to the working class.

The shooting and burning of the women and children at Ludlow
have infuriated the whole nation and the workers are up in arms and
afire with a righteous indignation and resentment they have never
felt before. This is good so far as it goes, but it will die out unless
prompt advantage is taken and it is converted into conerete agencies
for the overthrow of the system responsible for these crimes.

Now is the time to spread socialist literature and to urge with all
possible earnestness the industrial and political organization of the
workers. The sentiment which now prevails must be crystallized so
that it shal! not vanish with the passing of the days.

-1 The strength and hope and salvation of the working class Hes im —

their industrial and political organization and their unity of thought
and sympathy and action in the world-wide struggle now on, and
which can end only with the overthrow of Bockefeller and his class
and the emancipation of the workerl. ; e ‘pid
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The hlstory of “cnnhzed” hu-
mamty contains no more fnghtful
day than ‘‘Black Monday at
Ludlow, Colorado... I saw the
stricken field first in the glare of
the morning sunlight ‘and longed
for darkness to lnge it. At night,
wakened by the memory of it and
shaken by bitter reflections, I
- longed for daylight.

In a hundred years pilgrims will
come to this murderers’ hole in
Southern Colorado and wonder.
They will also plant there a monu-
ment and do honor to those whose
- broken lives, snuffed out by the
power of greed, were thus sacri-
ficed in the cause of freedom for
the workers and for humanity.

The ruins of Ludlow Colony lie
just east of the Colorado and
Southern Railroad; fifteen miles
pnorth of Trinidad. They include
perhaps five acres of unutterable
desolation. Iron bed-frames by the
score, burned, twisted, broken and
pcrfomted bv ~bullets; stoves
standing on their tops in mud-
holes; charred bits of boards and
furnituro; these are strewn about

. everywhere. Here are the black,

ash-begrimed pits in which four |

hundred = wretched victims
crouched and hid for eleven terror-
cursed hours, and here is the
" smoke-blackened hole in which
were trapped fifteen women and
children, only two of whom sur-
vived, for thirteen of them, two
women and eleven children, met
their tragic death by suffocation.
Pitiful was the scene when the
poor corpses were removed. Roast-
ed flesh fell from the limbs and
oozed through the fingers of those
who tenderly carried them to the
surface.

How could it happen that fire
reached into this pit?

It was carefully constructed by
the miners who dug it. The top of
the hole is four feet below the sur-
face of the ground. Steps cut in
the hard adobe soil lead through
an opening through which an
adult cannot walk erect. The pit
was carefully timbered and roofed
over with earth. There was no
wooden covering to burn. The two
living women who came out the
next morning were not burned.
Their five dead children had not
been touched by the flames.

THERE CAN BE BUT ONE
ANSWER TO THE QUESTION'!

OlL HAD BEEN LIBERALLY
USED TO COMPLETE THE DE-
STRUCTION OF THE TENTS
AND FURNITURE. OIL HAD
UNDOUBTEDLY BEEN
_THROWN INTO THE HOLE
AND SET AFIRE. But the hole
was too small and too deep to sup-
port combustion. The oil probab-
ly blazed s few minutes, but not

By Frank Bohn

long enough to burn the bodies
and the bed clothes on which the
murdered children lay. -

BLACK MONDAY

The destruction of the Ludlow
tent colony Tuesday, April 20, was
a carefully organized plot. Of this
there is abundant proof. The col-
ony occupied a strategic position.
Ludlow station has been compared
to the angle of the letter ‘‘K’’, the
perpendicular line is the Colorado
and Southern Railroad. The two
branch lines extend up to the most
important coal mining valleys of
Southern Colorado. On the south-
ern branch lie Tabasco and Ber-
wind. On the northern branch are
Hastings and Delagua. Strike-

On March 19, a company of mil-
itia, with a machine gun, took po-
sition on the opposite side of the
railroad and aimed their riffes at
the colony, while a detail went
through the tents with fixed bayo-
nets. A careful attempt to pro-
voke a riot was made on the day
before the final attack. The wom-
en of the colony had organized a
baseball team and were playing
the married men’s team of the col-
ony. The ball ground was two
hundred yards from the tents. A
militia detail of eight men, under
a corporal, came under arms and
took up a position on the field, in-
terfering with the game. When
one of the women asked them why
they were so ungentlemanly, the

breakers, deceived by corporation

agents into thinking that they
would be settled upon free land,
were brought in. The strikers of
Ludlow colony, by picketing the
station and informing the new
comers of the strike koop nearly
all from going to the mines. If
the strike was to be broken, Lud-
reason enough. Again and again
in militia uniforms, visited the col-
ony and worked injury and insult
upon its peaceful inhabitants. Pre-
tending to search for arms, they
would tear up the tent ﬁoors and
break furniture. Their most cus-
tomary trick was to search
through the colony for some mem-
ber who was supposed to be held
against his will

reply was that ‘‘Four of us could

Hole in which Eleven Children and T_wo Women Lost Their Lives

»

wipe out the whole colony.’”” The
argument continued, one of the sol-
diers retorting, ‘‘You are having
your fun today, but we shall have
ours tomorrow.”’

“READY—AIM—FIRE”’

details of militia, or private thugs|
not enter the colony without a

The next morning at 8:30 a de-

low colony must be doatroyed*;tml of three men was sent “to
search for a non-union miner.’

They were informed they could

warrant. Half an hour after they
returned to their quarters, Major
Hamrock, in command of the mili-
tia, telephoned to Louis Tikas, the
Jeader of the colony, and demand-
ed information as to why his de-
tail had been denied admission. Ti-
kas rephed that there was no one

detained in the colony agamst his

FThe Colorado War

will, the man referred to having

kas then agreed to meet the Ma;or
on neutral territory. They met at
once at the railway station, mid-
way between the two campa.
While the conference was proceed-
ing, Lieut. Lindefelt gave orders.
to a machine gun squad to open
fire upon the colony. Three bombs,
the militia signal to other camps
for help, were exploded and the
attack had commenced. On the
first day of the court martial of
Major Hamrock, Lieut. Benedict,
present on the field, testified that
the militia had fired the first shot.

Within the colony there was dis-
may and terror. Many children

were still in their beds. Half-
clothed persons rushed wildly
about. Women and children

“Irushed to the, pits for protection,

and when these were full, the re-
mainder found refuge in the well
at the Colorado and Southern
pump station and in the arroya or
ravine north of the colony.

Six feet from the hole in which
thirteen died lies a metal wash
tub. In it I counted twenty-one
bullet holes and indentures. The
upper back part of a cooking
range a few feet off had been per-
forated by eight bullets. Four
hundred women and children in
the colony had sought the shelter
of the friendly earth, else not one
could have remained alive undaer
that terrible fire from the machine
cuns, which swept the tent ecity.

‘| There were, in the eolony, exactly

forty-one rifles. The owners of
these, mostly men of experience in
the (ireek army, rushed out to
take position where they could re-
turn the fire of the militia. About
fifteen occupied the steel bridge
of the Colorado and Southern rail-
road to the northwest of the col-
ony. The remainder deployed un-
der the protection of a deep cut
through which runs the Denver
and Rio Grande railroad, a quar-
ter of a mile southeast of the eol-
ony. The story of the battle and
the massacre is told elsewhere in
this issue by the survivors. Their
narratives leave little for us to re-
count here. At first, through cour-
age and steadiness, gaining the ad-
vantage, the heroie miners were la-
ter forced back by the large re-
,mf‘orcmnnnts received by their en-
'lemies. To them help did not come
until midnight.” Desultory firing
at long range continued on the

" This issue of The Rip-
Saw is a terrific blow at the
Capitalist System of EXPLOI-
TATION and MURDER. Send
for bundles at 2 cents a copy

this JUNE Rip-Saw!
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Ludlow field for days, but after
Tuesday, interest in the fighting
shifts to other parts of the mine
district.

THE LARGER CONFLICT

To understand
day,” the Ludlow massacre, one
must understand conditions as yet
peculiar to the mining districts of
. the Far West and of the South.

The Colorado coal fields have prac-
tically no middle class. State,
county and loeal governments are
* directly, absolutely and shameless-
ly corporation ruled. The empty
forms of political democracy fool
nobody. In the coal-mining dis-
tricts there are three major com-
. panies operating: The Rocky
Mountain Fuel Companrry, the Vie-
tor-American Fuel Company, and
the Rockefeller Company (the Col-
orado Fue! and Iron Company).
Of these the Rockefeler company
is the most important, as it in-
cludes the city of Pueblo, the see-
ond city of the state. The three
corporations dominate the ecoun-
ties of Las Animas and Huerfano,
in which the southern coal fields
are located.

GOOD-BYE, MIDDLIE CLASS

In these counties there is the
Rockefeller crowd on top, and an
army of their enslaved workers at
the bottom. Between these two,
the paltry middle class is flattened
out like an old newspaper between
a steam roller and the pavement.
At Ludlow an old-fashioned Amer-

ican citizen had a general store|

and rooming house. His place was
worth prabably ten thousand dol-
lars. Being courageous, he dared
sell goods to the strikers. On the
day of the Ludlow massacre the
Rockefeller militia wrecked his
store. Every article in that store
and rooming house was smashed,
torn and piled in dirty heaps. The
“hrave’’ soldiers, finding a pig in
the yard, cut off its front legs and
left it to die. Bags of flour were
cut open and seattered about.
Trunks, clothing and everything
else that seemed to be of value
were carried off.

At Walsenburg the gunmen bar-
ricaded themselves in the company
store and riddled every house in
the vicinity with a machine gum,
although there was not an armed
man in sight. A store operated
in competition with the company
store by an old man and his son,
was especially singled out for tar-
g?t work.
= DEAD BY ROCKE FELLER'S
. GUNMEN WHILE WAITING ON|
©  CUSTOMERS. There is no room |

for a middle class above ground in |

the Colorado mining districts.
The Colorado war is thus a con-
flict between the trust and the in-
dustrial union of the mine work-
ers. It is a war to the death of
one or the other. This struggle
mts a pieture which portends
the future. What is doing in Col-
today will be done every-

Mm in the Umted States vnthm]

“Black Mon- :

with the strikers.

lhouses’

FORE
DAY

THE SON WAS \'HUI“

ten years, unless an organized and
dlsclplmed working class acts and
votes to prevent it.

THE ABOLITION OF CIVIL
RIGHTS

On the way to Hastings and Del-
agua I passed under a sign placed
across the road, which reads, ““the
Company Property Begins Here.’’
FOR MILES THE ONLY HiGH-
WAY LEADING INTO LARGE
TOWNS IS OWNED BY THE
VICTOR - AMERICAN FUEL
COMPANY. The postoffice and
the ‘“‘public’’ school stand on the
company land. In some towns the
miners are taxed fifty cents each a
month to pay for the school teach-
er. They pay a dollar a month each
for hospital fees, whether or not
they require such serviees. The
limit of such contemptible exploi-
tation is reached by the enforced
payment in some towns of fifty
cents a month each for the ser-
vices of a Protestant elergyman,
though most of the miners are Ro-
man Catholies. A school teacher,

Jones and her imprisonment for
nine months without trial, hearing
or recognition of the writ of ha-
beas corpus, is too well known to
require mention here. Two hun-
dred miners were arrested by Gen-
eral Chase at one time and sim-
ilarly held.

Such events might be recounted
by the hundred. But the conclu-
sion is already clear. Civil and po-
litical rights have been abolished
in Colorado by the representatives
of the Rockefeller and allied cor-
porations. Not a vestige of them
remains, wherever it clashes with
the material interest or the usurp-
ed powers of the industrial over-
lords.

ROCKEFELLER’S PRIVATE

ARMY

In Las Animas county alone the
corporations’ sheriff deputized
more than five-hundred ‘‘support-
ers of lJaw and order’’ in a single
year. An army of gunmen im-
ported from West Virginia and
thugs from the slums of the great
cities east and west thronged the

LUDLOW TENT COLONY BEFORE THE MASSACRE

sympathized
The company
guards ransacked her room, broke
open her trunk, stole her private

a girl in Delagua,

'mail and dragged her to the mine,

where they kept her a prisoner for
days.

The miners live in ‘“‘company
—pitiable shacks of two
or three rooms cach. The strike
was called on September 23. Bl-

SUNDOWN -OF THAT
THE WOMEN AND CHIL-
DREN OF TOBASCO WERE
THROWN OUT INTO A BLIND-
ING SNOWSTORM AND TOLD
3 ITO GET OUT OF TOWN WITH-
{IN AN HOUR. WAGONS WERE
\l NT FOR BY THE STRIKERS.
'WHEN THESE WAGONS, PAID
FOR BY THE UNION, ARRIVED
AT THE POINT WHERE THE
ROAD BECOMES PROPERTY,
THEY WERE STOPPED AND
NOT
TWO DAYS. In many eases in
the Rockefeller towns the strikers
were not permitted to get their
furniture or go to the postoffice for
théir mail. The arrest of Mother

\

e ————————————— e i ——

;("h:lso, of the militia, and his of-
ficers, the gunmen found ready al-

ALLOWED TO PASS FOR|

porations advanced to the state
for the express purpose of paying
the militia. ’

Then, during the latter part of
March, most of the bona-fide mil-
itia left the strike region, because
there was no more money in the
state treasury to pay them. Fel-
lowing their withdrawal the cor-
porations went ‘‘the limit.”’ They
kept the uniforms, arms and am-
munition and some of the officers
of the militia. These uniforms they
filled with more imported gunmen.
Twenty ex-militia men from Den-
ver were given $110 a month each
as detectives. So the strange new
army appeared in these United
States of America—an army pri-
vate in everything except its pow-
ers, which were public and mil-
itary.

The industrial ‘‘state within a
state’’ had at last thrown off its
mask and appeared before the
world as a political sovereignity.

THE WORKERS IN ARMS

The opposing or working class
army was composed primarily of
striking miners. To these were
added perhaps a hundred volun-
teers. They were clad in garments
ragged from long use and soiled
by the mines, and were armed
with whatever weapons they could
pick up. They marched to bat-
tle and siege not to the sound of

B! |martial musie, but in sombre sil-

mining camps. They murdered
union organizers right and left
and laughed in the face of the ter-
rorized community. In General

lies. During the winter these eom-
hined forces of the corporation in-

vaded the wvarious tent colonies
again and again, killing and

wounding men, women and chil-
dren. On March 10, over forty
miners were ordered to get out of
the state within forty-eight hours.
When they refused to go, their
tents were wrecked and two ba-
bies died from exposure in the
winter cold.

CORPORATIONS HIRE THE

MILITIA

The Colorado war marks the be-
ginning of an era in the history of
our industrial oligarchy. For the
first time the corporations enlisted
their hordes of thugs into the state
militia, paying them salaries di-
rectly. These salaries were over
and above what these ‘‘soldiers’’

received from the state of Cele-{

ence. Kighting their fight in bit-
ter despair of peace and in self de-
fense, these heroic workers gave
their comrades the world over a
vision of heroism which can never
be forgotten. For a week the
working eclass foreces controlled

land policed Trinidad, a city of

fourtéen thousand people, the com-
mercial center of southern Colo-
rado and the county seat of Las
Animas county. Their control ex-
tended, besides, over hundreds of
square miles of surrounding terri-
tory. The population of this dis-
triet was free from the rule of the
notorious gunmen and the cor-
poration owned politicians. The
sherifft of Las ‘Animas county
and the mayor of Trinidad fled
from the ecity. Within the lines
of the workers’ forces, pecace
reigned and the lives and prop-
erty of non-combatants was sa-
credly guarded.

Onece before in history has such
an event transpired, that was dur-
ing the Paris Commune of 1871.

THE RISING OF THE
WORKERS

In Trinidad at least eighty per
cent of the population were and
are on the side of the strikers.
Scores of persons ordinarily unin-
terested in the labor movement,
but outraged in their sensibilities
by the horrors of Ludlow, offered

The Great Debate on Woman
Suffrage between Kate Rich-
ards O’Hare and Attorney Bes-
sie Marian Ruler starts without
fail in the July Rip-Saw. Send
in subscriptions and order bun- |.

rado, through loans which said eor. || &
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assistance. Though hundreds
pressed forward to bear arms
against the Rockefeller despera-
does, arms were hard to find. Per-
‘haps a hundred men from Trini-
dad joined the besieged strikers
in the Black Hills back of Ludlow.
At Aguilar the-miners quickly de-
feated the Rockefeller gunmen,
“driving them into the mine where
they remained until the truce.
When the strikers learned that
there were women and children in
the mine they offered them safe
conduct to their homes.. At Wal-
sehburg the Rockefeller gunmen
satisfied their blood lust by shoot-
ing up the homes of the unarmed
and innocent persons, while the
miners entrenched themselves in
the hills nearby. When the mili-
tia arrived they were led to attack
the miners by a surgeon, Major
Lester. Lester was shot dead and
his followers were driven back.
The fiercest battle of the eam-
paign was fought at Forbes, where

the workers had suffered so much

vision threatened to strike. The
rebels were immediately returned
to work and paid for the time lost.
When the time came to fight every
worker in the district knew which
class he belonged to. Unfortu-
nate it is.that workers must be
murdered and their bodies burned
before unity is reached, and that
it takes a ‘“‘Black Monday’’ to
close up the ranks.

Whatever fears of defeat may
have been entertained on the part
of:the miners before ““Black Mon-
day,’”’ they are now pressing on
toward vietory with grim deter-
mination. This strike is going to
be won. All can see that now.
Yet in no confliet of the past .has
the united support of the working
class been more needed. This is

not a miners’ fight. It is a elass
fight. It is a battle of the working
class throughout the land. ‘om-
plete vietory against Rockefeller
and Rocekefellerism will he the

greatest and most lasting sourece
of inspiration which the workers

VIEW OF THE RUINS AFTER THE MASSACRE

and so long from the gunmen. A
hundred and fifty miners m:n‘chmli
in column from Trinidad, and,!
joining their comrades at orbes,
took possession of the hills about |
the town. I'rom these vantage|
points they poured an effective fire,
upon the mine guards, killing nine,
wounding many others and
stroving the mine Tipple

(il‘&»
and |

Camp Atterby with fire, with but
slight loss to their own forees,
The first detachment of U. S|
reeoulars arrived at Trinidad on
April 30, whereupon the miners
surrendered the town and re-|

turned to their homes.

THE OUTLOOK

Whatever the loss suffered by
the workers, there has been one
gigantic gain. The whole working
class of the mining districts are
bound together to a degree never
before attained in America. -Rail-
road men refused to transport mil-
itia or strikebreakers into the dis-
trict. When some were laid off for!

this stand the men of the whole di-}{|

‘tmn.

of America will have thus far at
taimed.

Mass meetines of the workers
'should be held evervwhere, and
(the message of the Colorado war|
driven hom The workers here
are \\h.»mm-: {o one another that
' Colorado must be earried by the
Socialist party.  The ecorporation
gunmen must be driven out of this
state.  Are they to be weleomed
land  used by the eapitalists of
lother states?  Contaet with the|
workers  of Southern  Colorado!

makes one firm in the belief th: 111
we- are at the beginning of H‘J
| final .confliet of the soeial revolu-|

LET THE RESPONSE OF|
THE WORKERS EVERY-|
WHERE EQUAL THE IMPORT-|
ANCE OF THE TREMENDOUS/|
ISSUES INVOLVED!

This issue of The Rip-
Saw is a terrific blow at the
Capitalist System of EXPLOI-
TATION and MURDER. Send
for bundles at 2 cents a copy
and flood your community with
this JUNE Rip-Saw!
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NOTHING IN PRINT EQUALS THE
Barnhill-Tichenor Dehate

S0C

ALISM

For simplicity and clearness, Tichenor has told what
IS, and what it IS NOT, in & way that no one ean misunderstand.

Socialism
With

Vhis trenchant pen he has made the book so interesting that the reader

is held to the close of the last chapter. This book will sell at sight to

EVERY THINKING PERSON

no matter what his politiecs may be.

We need some good Socialist comrade at once, in every community,
man or-woman, to solicit orders.

YOU CAN MAKE GOOD WAGES

selling this book. Farmers, Ta Doctors, Tawvers, Preachers
and even Bankers will buy it. Everybody these dayvs is deeply interested
in Nocialism.  This Great Debate s the most instruetive and inter-
esting work vou can offer.  On market davs, when the farmers are in
town, vou can sell the Barnhill-Tichenor Debate on Socialism as fast
as vou can hand them outs With a supply of these books vou ean do
the best propaganda work possible and get good pay for your work at
the same time. It retails, is sent prepaid from this for 25
cents.  Write for special wholesiale prices to those ‘'who want to soheit
orders.  You can

GET THIS BOOK FREE!

by sending in 8 subseriptions, or purchasing 8 subseription
25 ecents each to the Rip-Saw, or you ecan mix your order,
geriptions and part eards. - You may renew your own suls
year from the date of s expiration with this offer.

The Barnhill-Tichenor Debate has made a
parts of the country. T'o make the book deliver

Telling Blows for Socialism

It must have the biggest kind of eirculation from now till the next eam-

horoers,

or offiee,

:ll:it\

cardg, at
part sub-
«wription one

tremendous it in all

paign. It yvou cannot do this work yourself, hunt up some comrade,
man or woman, out of work, or who has leisure time and needs the
money, to sell the book.

Let the People Know

What Socialism Is—
THIS BOOK DOES I'T!

ILet us hear at once from some Socialist in every locality

Send in $2.00 and state in your letter that vou are going to sell
the Barnhill-Tichenor Debate and we will mail you immediately 15
You can readily dispose of these and take a lot

Add

The National Rip-Saw

141 OLIVE STREET, ST. LOUIS, MO.
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~ Mexico |

Tt {8 scarcely believable that the whole army and navy of the

United States has been set in motion and that a bloody war is threat-

ened, costing thousands of lives ard millions of monay, beoause a
‘drunken bandit in Mexico refused to salute the Amerioan flag. Tt
_gounds like an ocho of the dark and bloody ages of the past, when
gome barbarian chieftain gave the signal for slaughter to relieve his
~ ennui or vent his spleen upon the sceptered ravage of o rival nation,

And yet, that is today precisely the attitude in which the Wilson
administration has dplaoed the United States of Amerioa before the
nations of the world.

Had Huerta, the miserable and besotted nssassin, galuted the
American flag, the dignity and honor of the nation would have been
preserved inviolate, but refusing to touch off the specified number
of fireerackers, a mighty ii\gnlt was offered to the nation and, in a
twinkling, all the naval and military forces are put fnto action to
wipe the stain from the flag. - 2

~Think it over and imagine, if you can, any possible exhibitton
this nation might make of itself better ealeulated to excite con.
tempt for its flag and bring itself into disrepute before the world.

If the dignity of the American flag and the honor of the United
~ States government are dependent upon the salutation of a drunken
bandit such as Huerta, whose standing has been denied and repu
diated by the very administration which now commands him fo
salute the flag, we ave cerfainly in a sad way and both our flag and
our government, under the providence of Rockefellor and Capital
ism, are Mut food for scorn and contempt, even that of a Mexican
guerilla, : :

" The United Stafes, through its capitalist statesmen and its pro
fessional philanthropists and peace advoeates, has long been in the
habit of indulging itself in the vain boast that it is the most en
lightened, humane and progressive nation on earth and thai, in the
boundlessness of its charity, it must patronize and defend the weaker
nations and get high the standard of Christian humanity for the
emulation of all the world. And now, to make good ifs proud boast,
it vaults into the arena like a big Bowery blackgnard and threatens
to kill a little guttersnipe who happened to spit upon his boots.

It is undoubtedly true that Wilson and Bryan have been opposed
to intervention in Mexico, notwithstanding the great pressure
brought to bear upon them by the Wall Street powers from whom
they received a not inconsiderable share of their campaign funds,
but this is all the more reason” why they shonld have persisted in

maintaining their position and refused to aHow the conniry to be-

dragged into a war with Mexico which ean have no other purpose

than the further suhjugation and exploitation of that uinhapps -peo. .
) & valor and a patriotism surpassed by no other nation to emancipate

| {hemselvet from the tyranny of church and state and to establish

ple by Wall Street capitalists,

Ever since the fall of Madero the big interests which eonfrol this
nation have wanted intervention so they counld pnt down the reve
Iution of the exploited masses and consummate the plan for their
complete enslavement, and if in this matter of Wilson compelling
Huerta to salute the flag, the president has walked into a tmp of
Wall Street’s setting, it wonld not be in the least surprising to those

“who are familiar with the wily methods of that conscienceless gang.

However that may be, there is absolutely no warrant or justifi
cation for war on Mexico by the United States and every real pa
triot will cry out against snch a colossal crime against civilisation
and oppose it with all his power. If Wilsor or Bryan wants tfo

fight Huerta, let them have it ont. We do nai object, but we do

object and very emphatically, to their embroiling the working
classes of these two nations in the semseless, criminal and bloody

butchery of tens of thousands of their number, to gratify their
puerile caprice and to enable the plutocrats of Wall Street to extend
their dominion over the Mexican peons and ernsh them into hbpe\ess
slavery and degradation. o

 That is the issue between the United States and Mexico and there
is no other. Let not the people be deceived by the disgusting piffie
about the flag. I have not diggussed the ‘' Tampico incident’ which
gave rise to the controversy. It is not worth it. If the flag was
fnsulted, it is quite likely because the flag had no business there.
Anyway, ample apology was e and that should have ended it
But this would not have sa Wall Street. They want imter-
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~vention, invagion, a war of subjugation;, and What is more, when

~oans by the Mexicans and we are expected t :
! about that and demand that these insults Be wiped out by wholesale
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the American flag goes up there, it goes up 't stay, if big interests
h" ‘“ W- : : . $LE . ! ks

‘We are told over and over about the indighities offered to Ameri-
to go into a

alaughtor. It is in this way, presumably, that We are to set our fine
anm(;)lo of Amerioan dignity and Christian ',ft*rl’)ofa;mnce before the
Wm'l . - ¥ LS - 4 8

If the Mexican poople hate Americans, and they undoubtedly do,
whose fault is it but that of the Amerioans themselves?

The common people of Mexico may be illiterate, but they are not
%o blind and stupid that they do not know with what contempt the
shoddy aristocracy of America looks down upon them, especially the
swarms of parasites that travel over Mexico and turn up their noses
at the ' greasers,’’ who are poor only because they are robbed, while
they themselves are permitted to riot in the proceeds of the robbery.

Then. too, the Mexicans know, especially’ the peons, that their
landa have been gtolen from them by American pirates under the
guise of developing the country, and they know, moreover, by the
massacres that have taken place in Colorade, Michigan and West
Virginia, that of all the brutal tyranny on earth, there is none sur-
pasging that of the American plutocracy i orushing the toiling
magtes bheneath the iron heel. ;

Already American capitalists have practioally a billion-dollar in-
vostment in Mexico, have seized, by intrigue, chicanery and fraund,
in collusion with the venal and villainous Diaz and others of his
i1k, the ohofcest lands, millions upon millions of acres, dispomsessing
and robbing the natives to the last degree; already hawve these
same Amerionn oapitalists deliberately stolen or obtained by fraud
and by swindling manipulations possession of the railroads, street
st lines, ove, coal, oil and gas flelds, mines, mills, smelters amfl other
explofting interests, and. it iz not strange, therefore, that $hey are
opposed to the revolutionary uprising of the natives againet their

oppressors and that they demand ‘‘protection”™ of their property in-

terests, chiefly the frnit of spolintion, and insist that the ‘‘greaser’’

" be compelled to resign himself to the civilizing influence of his su.
- periors and live and die in peonage, degraded, half starved and de

epiged of everyone, for the glorious privilege of tilling the soil, slav-
ing in the mines, and piling up wealth for the benefit of his Ameri-

. oan lords,

Yes if the Mexican peons hate the American people instead of

. yespecting them, it is not without good canee and we think the more

and not the less of them for it
For a full century the Mexican people have been struggling with

a vepublio, but through the intrigue and machinations of the nobility

| and the clergy, who have always controlled the military power, their
. peroic efforts have been thwarted and their revolutions have come
" to naught, and yet, in spite of all their crushing defeats, they have
| risen again and again and are fighting today agninst all the organ-
. ized powers of their corrupt and tyrannical government, aided and
- abetted by our own Wall Street sharks, fighting for their fatherland,
| to own the soil they till, enjoy the frait of their toil, live the dives of

free then and rize to the dignity and decency of a civilizell wimte, in-

gtoad of being worked like beasts and rofting to death in thefilth of

And for this they are to be honored and not despised and ewery de-
cent Amerioan should cheer them on and give them all possible sup-
pors. -

Tt wonld be a sad day indeed for Mexico, sadder than any of the

many she has already seen, if the revolutionary spirit in thebreasts

of the peons could be extinguished and they could be orushed into a
permanent condition of slavish gsubjection. Let not those who have

this end in view flatter themselves that they are going to succeed,

. even with the naval and military power of the United States, in sup-
. pressing the revolt of the Mexican people against medieval serfdom
. and binding them fast in perpetual peonage. It is & vain and illusory

hope and contrary to all the facts of Mexican history, and sooner or

iater the Amerioan people will realize it, even though it be at a fear.
" ful cost and to their everlasting shame.
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