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SCOTTSBORO BOYS

FACE LYNCHING

Gang Drives Qut
Negroes’ Friends
From Scottshoro

Birmingham, Ala.--]Judges,
sheriffs, deputies and mer-
chants, as well as editors and
old Southern “cunnels” have
opinions all their own in the
section near Scottsboro, Ala..
and these opinions are en-
forced at the point of long-
barreled guns which shoot
straight and accurately.

During the past few months—
since the last term of Circuit
Court sat in Scottsboro—Jackson
County has enjoyed a not un-
usual crop of murders. Still, the
long guns have claimed the lives
w1t lecal
Judge Alfred E. Hawkins sat in
the  little courthouse of faded
brick, topped with a spire that
is as cock-eyed as the *‘justice”
passed out to Negro people in
the rooms beneath it.

A high sheriff and three depu-
ties went into the unkonwn as a
result of petty local feuds. Most
of the other 10 citizens who were
murdered were whites. This is
because only a few Negroes live
in Jackson County. They aren’t
allowed to live on Sand Moun-
tain, a farming section, and many
have sold their small homes
along the railroad or in the coun-
try and pulled out for more
friendly climates during the past
five years, according to a Negro
agricultural expert who lives and

itizens  asince  last

works in the section.
Reporters from the outside
world, especially if they repre-

sent papers which are friendly to
the “niggers”’—this is the com-
mon name for any person with a
bit of Negro blood—are looked
on with suspicion by the entire
population. And suspicions leads
to just one thing—the absence or
death of the suspected person.

Representing a Negro paper,
covered many of the small towns
which are intimately linked with

(Continued on page 2)
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United Front
Against Nazi Terror

Hitlerism is running wild in
Germany. The entire world
stands aghast at the fascist ré-
gime of terror. Daily the news-
papers of the world report the
horrible tortures pérpetrated by
the Nazis against one-half the
population of Germany.

This terror of unbelievable bru-
tality is waged against all who
are not staunch followers of Hit-
ler and his National Socialists.
Jews, Communists, Socialists,
Catholic Centrists—are arrested,

(Continued on page 3)
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““The boys had a fair trial.

them.” " —A

-~
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They wilN have a fair trial, and I'll call out the entire militia of the state if
i Thomas E. Knight, Jr., of Alabama.

Scottsboro Boys Not Alone on Trial; White
Workers Freedom Needs Negro Rights

March 25th marks the end of
the second year of the Scotts-
boro case. The innocence of the
nine Negro boys was never so
clear. And yet at this moment
the struggle around their defense
is sharper than ever. Why?

Ruby Bates, .Alabama’s star
witness, gives the clearest evi-
dence showing that the case is a
frame-up in a letter to her sweet-
heart: ‘““Those policemen made
me tell a lie . . . those Negroes
didn’t touch me or the white
boys.”

The attorney general of Ala-
bama, who must, according to
law, consider the defendants in-
nocent until their guilt is proven,
just brushes this evidence aside.
The girl was drunk when she
wrote it, he says. ‘“The niggers
got a fair trial the first time.
They'll get the same_in Decatur,”
i3 the opinion of another promi-
nent Alabama citizen. Alabama
is prepared to go through with
the legal lynching of the boys
and ready to use the rope if nec-
essary.

The Scottsboro boys are not on
trial. And it is not only the lynch
system of the state of Alabama
that is on trial. Alabama cannot
be separated from the rest of the
United States. It was forced back
into the Union by the victorious
industrialists of the North after
the Civil War. Alabama, like all
the other Southern states ac-

By WM. L. PATTERSON

cepted the Federal Constitution
in 1865. This was the basis and
the price upon which they were
permitted to come back into the
Union. But the Constitution had
heen revised since the beginning
of the Civil War. The 13th, 14th
and 15th amendments -had been’
added. These amendments sup-

Answer This Threat!

NEGROES
BEWARE

DO NOT ATTEND
COMMUNIST
MEETINGS

P-;d organizers for the commuru;]ts are
only trying to get negroes in trouble
Alabama is a good place for good negroes
to live in, but it is a bad lnce for negmet
who believe in SOCIAL E ALITY.

The Ku Klux Klan
Is Watching You.
TAKE HEED
_ Tell the communist leaders to leave.

Report all ecommunist meetings to the

Ku Kilux Klan
Pest Offics Bex 651, Sirminghom, Alobams.
Lmﬁet Dmn‘buud in Birmingham After
L.D. Won Supreme Court Decision.

,posedly brought democratic
rights to the Negro masses—the
guarantee of full equality for.
Negroes, the right to vote, the
right to serve on juries, if they
were qualified, etc.

The government at Washing-
ton, we are told, holds the states
responsible for carrying out the
Constitution.
its Constitution that promises,
“life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness,” that is on trial.

If those who rule in Alabama
can deny Negroes the rights
guaranteed to them by the Con-
stitution of the United States,
Alabama’s ruling class stands
above the Constitution—or else
the Constitution was never meant
to apply to the people of an op-
pressed nation. There are poor
whites in Alabama who are not
much better off than the toiling
Negro masses. Who guarantees
their rights? No one but them-
selves. They are not the ruling
class of Alabama. They them-
selves are oppressed by the rul-
ing class. Arid yet they are asked
to help murder and oppress Ne-
groes because the rulers tell them,
“white supremacy must be main-
tained.”.

At the same time the ruling
class asks Negroes to act .as strike
breakers to smash the struggle

of these poor whites when they

(Continued on page 3)

Therefore, it is the:
whole system of government, with,

I L. D. Organizes
Workers™ Protest

Decatur, Ala.—"Lynch!” is tue
watchword of the white ruling
class, the authorities of Decatur,
Alabama, and the entire South,
as the Scottsboro boys go to trial
a second time for their lives on
the framed charge of attacking
two white girls, one of whom has
repudiated her charge against the
boys in a letter made public a
month ago.

Decatur is the small town of
15,000 chosen by Judge Alfred E.
Hawkins and Attorney-General
Thomas E. Knight, Jr., of Ala-
balna as the scene of the second
trial. Hawkins conducted the
lynch - proceedings in Scottsbero
in April, 1931. Knight, seeing the
ruling class robbed of its prey—
the lives of nine innocent black
boys—four times, has stepped in
himself as nrn<acutor, to make
sure. Hawkinsg agreed readily
with Knight on Decatur. It has
a reputation which makes the
chances of a legal or an extra-
legal lynching good. It has a jail
described by a deputy-sheriff as
one “you could break out of with
a spoon”—which means it could
be broken into as easily.

Feverish preparationg for the
trial are being made in Decatur.
The American Legion is being
mobilized. The “vigilance com-
mittees” organized in Huntsville,
home of the two girls, Ruby
Bates and Victoria Price, whom
police forced to make the accu-
sations against the Scottsboro
boys, and only twenty-five miles
away, are being tightened. Their
purpose—to see to a legal lynch-
ing, or a gang-lynching if that
fails. (Continued on page 3)

Mooney Wins
New Trial

As we go to press, we learn
that the California State Supreme
Court was forced by the mass
pressure of thousands of workers
all over the world, to grant a new
trial for Tom Mooney.

Seven hundred and eighteen
delegates representing three hun-
dred and fifty-four workers’
organizations, met at Irving Place,
Sunday, March 12, to plan a new
United Front Movement to free
Tom Mooney.

Militant enthusiasm marked the
Conference. When Louis B.
Scott, personal representative of
Tom_ Mooney, described the trea-
chery of the A. F. of L, bureau-
cracy, without whose aid the
frame-up could not have bden
perpetrated, and declared that
the united working class would
“send these agents of the bosses
to hell,” the delegates rose to
their feet and cheered.

(Continued on page 3)
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History of the Scottsboro Case

1931

March 25—Nine Negro boys, the
youngest 13, the oldest 21, were
taken off a freight train at
Paint Rock, Ala., by a sheriff’s
gang and charged with attack-
ing two white girls, Ruby Bates
and- Victoria Price.

March 31 — Twenty indictments
were returned against the boys.
They were arraigned before the
court at Scottsboro, Ala., and
pleaded not guilty.

APRIL

April 2—The first exposé of the
Scottsboro frame - up appeared
in the Daily Worker. A call
for protests and mass meetings
was issued.

April 6—The trials of the nine
boys began at Scottsboro before
Judge E. A. Hawkins. Milo
Moody was appointed by the
court to serve as ‘‘defense
counsel.” Charlie Weems and
Clarence Norris were declared
“guilty” by the jury.

April 7—The jury returned the
verdict of “guilty” in the case
of Haywood Patterson.

April 8 — Ozie Powell, Eugene

Williams, Olin Montgomery,
Andy Wright, Willie Robertson
declared ‘‘guilty.”
A mistrial was reported in the
case of Roy Wright, age 13.
The International Labor De-
fense entered the case.

April Y — Death sentences were
pronounced on eight of the
boys—all except Roy Wright,
by Judge Hawkins. They were
immediately transferred from
Scottsboro to Gadsden by sol-
.diers.

April 10 — First big Scottsboro
Protest mass meeting was held
in Harlem at St. Luke's Hall.

April 18—Claude Patterson, Mrs.
Ada Wright, Mrs. Mamie Wil-
liams, parents of the boys and
a committee of lawyers from
the International Labor De-
fense jointly employed General
Geo. W. Chamlee of Chatta-
nooga, Tenn., to represent the
nine boys under a written
agreement from all the defend-
ants.

April 24—The first telegram of
protest from Europe arrived
from the Berlin Transport
Workers’ Union.

April 25—The first big Scottsboro
Protest Parade in Harlem was
held and smashed up by the
police.

MAY

May 1—Workers in 300 cities pro-
tested against the frame-up at
their May Day demonstrations.

May 3—First big Southern Mass
Meeting was held in Chatta-
nooga, Tenn.

May 6—Amended motions for a
new trial were flled in Scotts-
boro, Ala., by Geo. W. Cham-
lee. Petitions were filed by
Claude Patterson and other
parents asking for permission to
see the boys for the first time
since their arrest.

May 16—6,000 workers paraded
in a Harlem Scottsboro demon-
stration.

May 25 — Scottsboro conference
attended by 19 organizations
was held in Chattanooga, Tenn.

May 31—First all-Southern Con-
ference, was held in Chatta-
nooga, Tenn., attended by 200
delegates. Four arrests were
made outside the hall.

JUNE

June 5 — Chamlee filed second
amended motions for new tri-
als for all of the boys and more
affidavits on the character and
reputation of the two girls.
Judge Hawking heard oral tes-
timony from jurors in the
Scottsboro case regarding the
demonstrations that were held
outside the courthouse during
the trial of Haywood Patter-
son.

June 8—Huge demonstration held
before the United States Em-
bassy in Dresden, Germany, de-
manding freedom for the
Scottsboro boys. Five were ar-
rested.

June 13—The solicitor for the
state of Alabama filed affida-
vits .for the state in the cases
of the nine boys.

L %

June 17—Demonstrations were
held before the American Em-
bassy in Leipzig, Germany, pro-
testing against the Scottsboro
frame-up.

June 22 — Judge Hawkins over-
ruled all motions for new trials
and the defendants noted an
appeal to the Alabama State
Supreme Court.

June 27—5,000 Negro and white
workers paraded through the
streets of Harlem in a Scotts-
boro protest demonstratipn.

June 28—Mrs. Ada Wright was
excluded from a mass meeting
held by the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of
Colored People in Pittsburgh,

Pa,

June 29—H uge demonstrations
were held in Berlin, Germany.
One policeman was Kkilled in
the fights that resulted when
the meetings were broken up.

JULY

July 4—Mrs. Patterson, mother
of Haywood, was not permitted
to attend the National Conven-
tion of N.A.A.C.P.

July 12—Albert Einstein signed
an appeal demanding the re-
lease of the nine Scottsboro
boys.

July 17— Ralph Gray, Negro
sharecropper was killed, and 5
others wounded at Camp Hill,
Ala., as a result of a Scottsboro
Protest meeting held there.

AUGGUST
August 5—Chamlee filed bills of
exceptions with copies of all the
evidence, motions and all pro-
ceedings, in the clerk’s office at’
Scottsboro.
NOVEMBER

November 10—Judge Hawkins
signed the bill of exceptions
certifying the appeal.

DECEMBER

December 29 — Clarence Darrow
left Birmingham, Ala., having

refused to work with the
ILL.D.

1932
January 8-9-10—National Scotts-

boro Days were organized and
carried through by the I.L.D.

January 21—The Supreme Court
of Alabama heard the cases of
eight of the boys in the court-
house at Montgomery, Ala.
The case was argued by I.L.D.
lawyers in the presence of the
largest crowd ever assembled
at the Supreme Court.

MARCH

March 24—The Supreme Court of
Alabama overruled the motions
for new trials—and upheld the
judgment of the Circuit Court
of Jackson County.

Time was set for imposing
death sentences on seven of the
boys and a new trial granted in
the case of Eugene Williams.

March 25—Petitions were filed in
the Supreme Court for a new
hearing.

APRIL

April 1—Walter H. Pollak en-
tered the case to carry the ap-
peal to the United States Su-
preme Court.

April 13—All petitions were over-
ruled and an order for the ex-
ecution of the seven boys was

© signed.

April 19—Alabama State Supreme
Court granted a stay of execu-
tion of the seven boys until
June 24, 1932.

April 27—Ada Wright and J.
Louis Engdahl, General Secre-
tary of the LL.D. sailed for
Europe to conduct an interna-
tional Scottsboro protest cam-
paign. They were invited by
the International Red Aid.

MAY

May 7—A huge Scottsboro pro-
test demonstration was held in
Chemnitz, Germany. The dem-
onstration was smashed up by
the police. Twelve were shot
and one was killed.

May 31 — 2,000 workers listened
to Ada Wright and Engdahl at
a meeting in Geneva, Switzer-
land, the home of the League

of Nations.

JUNE

June 15—Ada Wright was smug-
gled over the Belgian border to
address a protest meeting of
5,000 workers.

June 15—Walter H. Pollak,
I.L.D. attorney, filed a petition
in the United States Supreme
Court at Washington, D.C., for
a stay of execution until the
Supreme Court of the United
States could hear and deter-
mine the issues involved in the
record.

June 19— The U. S. Supreme
Court issued a writ of certio-
rari and an order suspending
the death sentences and a stay
of proceedings in the cases of
the seven boys.

JULY
July 3— A demonstration of-
150,000 workers in the Lustgar-
ten in Berlin, Germany, listened
to the plea of Ada Wright, to
save the boys.

AUGUST

August 7—Mrs. Wright and Eng-
dahl attended the Amsterdam
Anti - War Congress which
passed a‘ resolution protesting
against the frame-up and de-
manding freedom for the Scotts-
boro boys.

August 29—Ada Wright and Eng-
dahl were arrested in Brussels,

Belgium, and deported from
the country. '

SEPTEMBER
September 5—Ada Wright and
Engdahl were arrested at
Prague, Czecho-Slovakia, and

then deported after being held
in jail for four days.
OCTOBER
October 3—An *“All Southern Civ-
il Rights Conference’ was held
at Birmingham, Ala., with 300
delegates present.

October 10 — United States Su-
preme Court heard the cases.
October 10—Nation-wide Scotts-
boro demonstrations. The I.L.D.
National convention opened in
Cleveland, Ohio, with Scotts-
boro defense as the keynote.
October 18—Tom Mooney from
behind the bars of San Quen-
tin prison appealed to all work-
ers to fight for the freedom of

the Scottsboro boys.

NOVEMBER

November 7—International Scotts-
boro Day. Demonstrations all
over the world.

November 7—Picketing and dem-
onstrations were held before the
United States Supreme Court.
16 were arrested and many
were beaten and clubbed.

November 7—The United States
Supreme Court granted the boys
a new trial

November 8—Judge Hawkins set
the new trials for all nine boys
for March, 1933 term of the
Scottsboro Court. The Inter-
national Labor Defense an-
notnced that the cases would
be fought right back to the
United States Supreme Court
if necessary.

November 21—J. Louis Engdahl
died in Moscow where he was
attending the International Red
Aid Congress.

1933

January 8 — Samuel Liebowitz
entered the Scottsboro case.

January 23—The letter written
by Ruby Bates proving that the
police forced her to lie at the
original trial, was ordered pro-
duced in court by Chamlee and
Schwab.

January 23—A hearing on a writ
of habeas corpus for the re-
lease of Roy Wright was held
before Judge J. P. McCoy in
Birmingham, Ala.

January 31 — Judgé McCoy dis-
missed the writ of habeas cor-
pus.

MARCH

March 6—Hearing was held in
the original court room of
Scottsboro, Alabama  before
Judge Hawkins on two motions
—one for a change of venue
and a second  to quash the in-
dictment against the- boys on
the ground that there were no
Negroes on the jury that orig-
inally condemned them.

March 7—Change of venue to

Decatur, Ala., was granted.

Gang Pursues Reporter

(Continucd from page 1)
the Scottsboro case. Most of the
time nc one knew I was working
for a colored paper, but when
they did know the truth things
happened.

In Fort Payne, the home of
Judge Hawkins, trial judge in the
case, I attempted to interview
the jurist and was promised a
hearing only to be arrested and
detained by his entire police
force, consisting of two men.
After they decided I really did
not intend to shoot the judge or
fraternize with Negroes or dis-
rupt any of the other cherished
traditions of the landlords, they
let me go. Two editors and the
[chief of police refused to aid me
in getting an. interview with the
judge. Vaguely and still very
finally they threatened me with
trouble — death in fact—if I
stayed in town.

Coming into Scottsboro from
Huntsville, the home of the two
white girls, Ruby Bates and Vic-
toria Brice, involved in the case,
I had to kill time between 3:00
a.m. and court opening. Hour
after hour went by as I sat in a
little restaurant and listened to
the story of the first trial. I
heard how the mob had been
formed; how it had threatened
to storm the jail and how the
boys had been rushed away.
“I'm going to stay home. I don’t
want trouble and I hope the boys
get a fair trial,” said the counter
man. There he was expressing
the sentiment of many of the
poorer whites. They are passively
keen on avoiding trouble and they
hope the boys will get a square
deal though they don’t see how
this is possible and they don’t yet
dare to fight for it themselves.

Nearly 8:00 in the morning I

went out to look at the town. A
sleepy village surrounding a
square, the streets -dotted with

empty stores, there was nothing
to attract - interest. Negroes,
knowing they might not be safe
in town on court day, were con-
spicuous by their absence. Fi-
nally, remembering the stories
about the mob and the jail that
was almost stormed at the first
trial, I asked a chance pedestrian
where the hoosegow was located.
He told me readily and I strolled
by the ancient little cracker-box
affair,. located about two blocks
from the courthouse.

A few minutes later I was in
the courthouse, a prisoner, while

a mob was forming in and out-

side it and threatening my life.
Action followed rapidly. I was
walking toward the courthouse,

: expecting to get a front seat for

the hearing on motion for change
of venue when a man asked me
it I had been looking for the jail.
I said, “sure,” and he replied,
“Well, I'll show it to you. Come
with me.”

Telling me I wasn’t under ar-
rest, he showed his gun, said he
was chief of police, and that he
wanted to question me. Hustled
into the sheriff's office I was
searched and questioned. Sheriff
McBryde promised that I
wouldn’t be killed and told me I
had been spreading Red litera-
ture. This was a surprise to me,
as I had no literature of any
kind.

Denied a chance to telephone,
to talk with friends in the court
room or to telegraph unless I
could pay the charge—I had only
one cent—I was kept under
guard of from two to seven depu-
ties from about 8:15 until after
1:00. In the meantime I saw Judge
Hawking and he definitely re-
fused me a chance to enter his
court under guard or in any way.
“I don’t- want reporters of your
kind in my court,” he said. That
ended it.

The sheriff said he telephoned
to Atlanta and that my paper
would not accept the call. Per-
haps he did. Certainly if I had
been allowed to call or if he had
called either the editor or the
owner as I asked him to, there
would have been no difficulty.
As it was, the entire village be-
lieved I either had been or was
about to distribute literature,
blow up the jail, make a para-
chute jump or ascend into heaven
on a cloud of Camel smoke.
They knew I annoyed them, that

I said I worked for a ‘‘nigger’
sheet and that they needed a
good old Southern barbecue
party.

After walking and bumming

short rides for about 2Q miles I
got into Stevenson, Ala., where I
hoped to catch a freight for
Chattanooga, Tenn. Instead of a
freight I caught hell.

Two deputies, one of them a
man who had guarded me earlier
in the day, recognized me as I
was standing in the railroad yard
near a water tower. Drawing
their guns and calling me every-
thing but a gentleman they told
me to get out of that white man’s
town and never dare to set my
dirty “nigger’’-loving sort of a
this and that foot in it again.
1 said, “Yes, sir,” and walked off
down the track in the rain,

UPTON
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Help the Prisoners in Hitler’s Dungeons

Red Aid Outlawed,
Helped Scottshoro

beaten, tortured, maimed, and
killed. ‘Thousands of refugees
daily flee across the borders of
Germany into Poland, France,
Belgium, Austria, and Italy. They
tell hair raising stories of incredi-
ble persecutions.

Berlin working class neighbor-
hoods are raided and looted.
Workers are dragged out of their
homes, are tortured, beaten un-
conscious, left to die on the
streets by the thousands. No one
can even guess the extent of this
unremitting terror because of the
strictest suppression of all but

Nazi newspapers and because of 1

the censorship of cable news by
foreign correspondence.

Now what is this Hitlerism,
and what is fascism? We must
understand the nature of fascism
because we in this country may
face it sooner than most of us
realize. Fascism is not an acci-
dent, it is not a movement pro-
duced by the personality of one
man like Hitler. Fascism is the
open dictatorship of the capital-
ists to make the workers do,
through force, what under nor-
mal times they do peacefully. It
is a necessary step for capitalism
to take in the face of its own col-
lapse, and in the face of the
steady and rapid upsurging of the
revolting masses.

And let us not be misled into
thinking that these fascist atroci-
ties date only from Hitler's so
called ‘“‘democratic” election.
This is the culmination of a well
prepared attack against the work-
ers, organized well in advance.
On February 21, 1933 two weeks
before election time, the New
York Times reported the follow-
ing order issued by Captain Her-
mann Wilhelm Goering, Minister
of Interior, and Hitler's chief aid:
The text of the order follows:

“] believe I can spare myself
special reference to the fact that
the police must refrain from even
a mere semblance of an antago-
nistic attitude toward organiza-
tions such as the Nazi. storm
troops and the Stahlhelm of the
Nationalist parties. I expect, on
the contrary, that the police will
establish and maintain a cordial
accord with the organizations
mentioned, which contain the
most important forces for recon-
struction of the State. . The
police must proceed against Com-
munist acts of terrorism with the
utmost severity and must use
their arms ruthlessly when neces-
sary. I will protect every police-
man who makes use of firearms
in the exercise of his duty, re-
gardless of results. Police offi-
cers who from false consideration
fail to act may count on discipli-
nary penalties. . . . Every police
officer must always bear in mind
that failing to act is a graver
fault than errors made in action.
I expect and hope that all the
police feel at one with me with
respect to the goal of saving the
fatherland from threatened ruin
by the consolidation of all na-
tionalist forces.”

The police obeyed faithfully.
We all know now the story of
the burning of the German Par-
liament building. Hitler blamed
a so-called Communist, Van der
Lubbe, for this act of incendiar-
ism, but even the capitalist press
of the entire world denounced it
as a provocative frameup. It has
now been definitely proved by
documentary evidence, and not
officially denied by Hitler, that
Van der Lubbe is a Nazi member
from the German town of Meis-
sen.

However, this frameup was
sufficient ground for the outlaw-
ing of the Communist party and
all working class organizations.
Suspension of Party organs, ar-
rest of thousands of Communist
leaders and workers, and the
raiding of the Karl Liebknecht
House and all other Communist
headquarters — such acts consti-

Thousands of these posters were spread through Germany before the last
election that installed Hitler

== SOLIDARITATS-SPENDE

FUR DIE GEFANGENEN
UND VERWUNDETEN
ANTIFASCHISTEN!

tuted the program of Hitler. The
Communist party was given no
chance to show its strength in
the last elections. Communist
leaders who were not arrested,
could not come to the polls, for
fear of immediate arrest, and
thousands of workers were in-
timidated at the point of the bay-
onet. In addition, we never will
know the extent of the dishon-
esty in the counting of the bal-
lots. Of course, Hitler rode in
victorious, and began his pres-
ent unprecedented terror. Even
the Workers’ Defence Organiza-
tion, the Red Aid, has been sup-
pressed and terrorized.

Now, how can we combat Hit-

lerism, and what is the ‘“Red
Aid”? The Red Aid of Germany
is the parallel organization to our
own International Labor Defense,
both of which are national sec-
tions of the International Red
Aid. The 1. R. A, organized ten
years ago for the relief of class
war prisoners, has national sec-
tions in 69 countries with a total
membership of 11 million, and an
additional three million of affili-
ate members. In order to illus-
trate more pointedly the tasks
faced by our Labor Defense or-
ganizations, it will be interesting
here to give an approximate idea
of the extent of the attack

(Continued on page 4)

fight for better living conditions.

Nowhere in the country are the
living conditions of ‘the white
workers and poor farmers worse
than in Alabama. And their po-
sition is growing more desperate
every day. Still, they cannot yet
recognize the fact that the strug-
gle for the rights of the Negro
masses is a struggle for all those
who are oppressed regardless of
race, creed or color.

The Jackson County “Sentinel”
brags about past lynchings and
hints about those that are to
come. “AFTER WE FORGET
‘THE ROPE’' TO PICK UP ‘THE
CODE’ FOR THE SAFETY AND
BENEFIT OF THE NEGROES
WE ARE TOLD THAT WE
MUST HAVE NEGRO JURORS
ON ANY JURY TRYING THE
BLACKS IF THEY ARE TO GET
‘THEIR RIGHTS’ A NEGRO
JUROR WOULD BE A CURIOS-
ITY IN JACKSON COUNTY—
AND SOME CURIOSITIES ARE
EMBALMED, YOU KNOW.”

On the one hand, the rulers
of Alabama cry, “The boys will
get a fair trial”” and on the
other they threaten to murder
other Negroes who ask only for
their democratic rights—to serve
on the jury, etc. They can only
create some faith in this talk
about fair play in one way, and
that is by GRANTING THESE
DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS. Ala-
bama’'s bosses are denying the
poor whites the right to live.
Many of them, by poll taxes and

other requirements, are not even

Scottsboro Boys Not Alone On Trial
(Continued from page 1)

allowed to vote. Thousands of
their children get hardly any ed-
ucation. For all these wrongs
they are told the Negro is to
blame, and many of them cannot
tree themselves from these ideas
taught them by their own ruling
class. They allowed themselves
to be bribed by the barest eco-
nomic and political privileges in
the name of “white supremacy.”
Today, in this moment of crisis,
even most of these have been
taken from them. Almost all that
is left to them is the right to
help lynch Negroes. And as the
possibility for giving these poor
whites economic and political
privileges grow less and less, the
ruling class will call on them
even more Strongly to help in
lynchings, will provoke them still
further into hatred of the Negro.

Divide and Rule—an old policy
—always becomes clearer in such
times of crisis as we are living
through today, when the ruling
class has hardly any other bribes
to offer—bribes that could hide
their class character behind some
lying phrases.

The Scottsboro defense strug-
gle, the struggles of the black
share-croppers, have proved that
the Negro of the South is the
only real ally that the poor white
workers and farmers.  have.
Scottsboro, the symbol of the op-
pression of the Negro masses, has
become a symbol of the oppres-
sion of the American working
class.

Forward to a complete victory!

I.L.D. Sharpens
Scottsboro Fight:

(Continued from page 1)

The International Labor
fense, representing workers al
over the world who have fourj
times saved the lives of the
Scottsboro boys, and who are de-.
termined to save them again, has
also arrayed its legal batteries to
fight the legal lynching. It has]
mobilized millions of workers to
demand that there shall be no,
lynching of any kind, that the
Scottsboro boys shall be freed,]
with guarantees of safety. Only|
this tremendous pressure can in-
sure complete victory.

A blow at the foundations of
Negro persecution and oppression
is being struck by the LL.D. in

;| its defense of the Scottsboro boys.

It is the defense of the struggling
millions of the Black Belt, sup-

ported by their brothers, the
white workers. In filing a mo-
tion to quash the indictments

against the boys on the ground
that Negro jurors were excluded
from the grand jury that handed
them down, in demanding dismis-
sal of the entire panel of trial
jurors for the same cause, in
bringing into court white officials,
and Negro witnesses to prove that
Negroes are illegally and system-
atically excluded from all juries
in Alabama, the I.L.D. sharpens
the expression, amplifies the cry,
of these millions of disfranchised
toilers, strikes at the very roots
fo Jim Crow and Negro oppres-
sion in the United States.

The best legal defense that can
be provided has been obtained
for the Scottsboro boys. Samuel
S. Leibowitz, one of the most
noted, and reputably the most
able, criminal attorney in the
country has been chosen to con-
duct the trial. General George
W. Chamlee, of Chattanvuga,
Tenn., is head of the defense
corps, co-operating with Joseph
Brodsky, chief I.L.D. attorney,
and assisted by Irving Schwab,
also an I.L.D. attorney. Lawyers
cannot save the boys from lynch-
ing.

Decatur has been described as
a “big Saturday town,” where on
Saturdays and court-days, the
folk of the countryside come
armed, ready for fun, or for a

lynching. It is the center for
criminal gangs that operate
throughout the state. These

gangs claim credit for innumer-
able murders of Negroes, and of
at least twenty who were Kkilled
on freight-trains in Northern
Alabama immediately after the
Scottsboro boys were arrested.
One of the leaders of these gangs
has been quoted as saying of the
Scottsboro case that: “If he had
been on that train, there wouldn’'t
have been any trial, there
wouldn’t have been any arrests,
and there wouldn’'t have been any
of the ‘niggers’ alive.”

The IL.D. demands that the
trial be moved to Birmingham,
where the larger work ing-class
population, Negro and white,
would make organization of
lynch-gangs by the bosses and
officials more difficult, where the
workers could protect their own.

As the Scottsboro case goes to
trial a second time, the working--
class of the world is embattled in
militant protest against the
lynch-intentions of the Alabama
bosses. All over the world, meet-
ings under the leadership of the
LL.D., or under the leadership of
organizations sympathetic to the
ILL.D., are being held, with col-
ored and white workers joining
together to demand the freedom
of the boys. Demonstrations are
being held in the streets of the
world, where the battles of the
working-class to save its own are
fought, against ‘the Scottsboro
lynch frame-up. The working-
class of the world is voicing its
protest. Workers are in Alabama
from all over the United States,
a labor-jury to render its verdict
on the lynch-bosses.

Negro and white workers on
every continent are demanding
that the Scottsboro boys go free.

| Mooney Congress

Chicago; April
30 to May 1

(Continued from page 1)

It was on this basis that the
delegates prepared for the bat-
tles to come, realizing that the
fight for Mooney’'s freedom is
fought not only against the bosses
who hold the key on class war
prisoners, but also against the
bosses’ “labor lieutenants”: the
Greens and Wolls and Scharren-
bergs and the Thomases and
Hillquits. On the eve of the Con-
ference, the Socialist Party lead-
ers in New York City sent a let-
ter to their membership and
branches, directing. that invita-
tions to the Conference be ignored
and that all delegates already
elected be withdrawn.

A. F. of L. Delegation Weak

Despite this effort of the social-
fascists to disrupt the conference,
the rank and file DID send rep-
resentatives. In the same man-
ner, nineteen A. F. of L. locals
were represented by twenty-nine
delegates. But while this is an
indication that the working class
membership of these organiza-
tions will join the struggle to free
Tom Mooney and Warren K. Bill-
ings, the Conference recognized
that the representation was in-
sufficient and that the greatest
efforts must be directed towards
exposing the crimes of the be-
trayers and winning the rank and
file of these organizations for
struggle.

The resolutions adopted by the
Conference established the per-
spective of the battle of the free-
dom of Mooney and of all class-
war prisoners. This fight cannot
be conducted in isolation, but
must be linked up with all those
questions affecting the vital in-
terests of the working class to-
day, and must become a part of
the struggle against unemploy-
ment, wage-cuts and the coming
war now being prepared by the
imperialists.

Mooney Case Not Closed

Similar United Front Free Tom
Mooney Conferences are being
held throughout the country, pre-
paring for new struggles, which
is the only answer to the recent
declaration of boss-owned Gov-
ernor Rolph of California that
the “Mooney case is now closed.”
The Case is NOT closed, and
WILL not be closed until Mooney
and Billings walk out of their
prisons free men as the result of
the revolutionary actions of a
united working class.

The basis for the widest possi-
ble campaign will be laid when
thousands of workers, elected by
their organizations in every
part of the land, gather at the
great NATIONAL FREE TOM
MOONEY CONGRESS which will
be held in Chicago on May First,
and for which these United Front
Conferences are preparing.

The character of this fight,
which must and will be carried
through to a victorious finish, is
best described in the concluding
paragraph of a letter sent to the
Conference by Tom Mooney him-
self:

Mooney’s Call

“We must not only demand the
freedom of Tom Mooney but
challenge a dying and decaying
capitalism by unmasking its hor-
rors and pointing to a truer and
better civilization through a class-
less society built upon service in-
stead of the present greedy sys-
tem of private profits that impris-
oned men like Eugene Debs and
countless other militant working
class representatives because of
their loyalty to the workers.

“Yours for P¥olétarian Sélidar-
ity through the United Front of
all Working Class organizations
—NOW.

“TOM MOONEY.”
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Expose Boss Murders, Frame-Ups,
Lynching—Fight Against Terror

Levon Carlock, 19-year-old Ne-
gro worker, of Memphis, Tenn.,
was murdered in cold blood by
six policemen ‘‘out for a lark,”
on February 25, 1933.

He was waiting for his young
wife, employed .as a maid in
“white folks” home. It was three
o’clock in the morning. He was
to escort her home. The police-
men who saw him there beat him
until his neck was broken, after
putting handcuffs on him, and
then finished the job by shooting
him until he was dead.

The immediate excuse they
brought forward for killing him
was the nod of a white prostitute,
brought down from- her house to
provide it, when they asked her
whether Carlock had not raped
her the night before. No, she
hadn’t seen his face, but she was
sure he was the man. He recog-
nized his voice.

The coroner’s jury whitewashed
the murderers by saying they had
committed ‘‘justifiable homicide.
Carlock was shot while resisting
arrest and attempting escape.”

Angelo Herndon, 19-year-old
Negro worker, has been sentenced
to 18 years on a Georgia chain-
gang (this means death) for or-
ganizing Negro and white work-
ers in their common fight against
starvation.

Tom Mooney, veteran of Amer-
jcan class-war prisoners, has been
behind the bars in San Quentin
prison since 1917, on a framed-
up charge of having set a bomb
in San Francisco during a Pre-
paredness Day parade in July,
1916.

Nine innocent Negro boys face
death in the electric chair or
lynching at the hands of a mob,
on a framed-up charge of raping
two white prostitutes. They were
arrested when taken off a freight
train in Paint Rock, Ala. - They
were on the road looking for
work, like a quarter of a million
other American boys and girls,
with nothing o do, no place to
g0, and hungry.

The list could go on and on.
And through every case and the
next a thread of sameness and
terror could be traced, sometimes
even the same set of circum-
stances leading to the persecu-
tion, sometimes a somewhat dif-
ferent set-up. But the results are
always the same—jail, death, vio-
lence, cruelty.

Against the Negroes — more
open violence; direct murder as
in the case of Levon Carlock,
clumsy legal lynching as—so far
—in the case of the Scottsboro
boys; medieval cruelty as in the
case of Angelo Herndon. In
some cases the Southern ruling
class uses more skill than in
others. For Herndon they dug
up an old slave-law, dating back
to 1866, which makes it a capital
offense to hold meetings in which
Negro and white workers partici-
pate together. They call it “in-
citing to insurrection,” which
means dare raise their voices in
protest against the misery and
starvation forced upon them by
the bosses.

For Levon Carlock, they didn't
even try to hide the Jim Crow
terrorism by which they keep
their power. The police simply
shot him down in cold blood,
“for fun.” A few days later,
they murdered Lloyd Lowe, a
poor white worker, in the police
station. He was ‘“suspected of
being a robber.”” A Negro has
no right to stand on corners at
3:00 a.m. in Memphis, Tenn.
And the Scottsboro case showed
them a new trick in the tradi-
tional “attacking a white woman”
charge. They called on the near-
est white prostitute to say that
she was raped!

Mooney was the victim of a
timed and carefully prepared
frame-up. The huge mountain
of evidence that has come to
light  since 1917—proving to any
honest person Mooney’s innocence
—shows how carefully the plans
were laid. Mooney had to be
gotten out of the way. He was a

dangerous man—to the open-
shop bosses of California. He
was ‘“a trouble - maker.” He

taught workers how to fight back.

Herndon was the same kind of
“trouble-maker.” The Scottsboro
boys and Levon Carlock-—mem-
bers of an oppressed nationality
which must = be - suppressed,
crushed into submission, if the
Southern white ruling class is to
keep its strangle-hold on the Ne-
gro masses—to hold the white
workers of North and South in
bondage of starvation.

Terror is the thread that runs
through the story of all these
cases, terror as a means used by
the ruling class to insure its pow-
er, and a fight against any part
of this terror is a blow at the
whole structure. The fight to
free the Scottsboro. boys is at the
same time a fight to free Tom
Mooney, Angelo Herndon, Edith
Berkman, young textile organizer
of New England, and all class-
war prisoners.

And Negro and white workers
must carry on this fight together.
Neither group can gain while the
other remains terrorized. Jim
Crowism is just one part of the
program of terror. It is applied
to one section of the working-
class.. Frame-ups, beatings, jail,
denial of every democratic right,
frame-ups — these parts of the
program are directed against the
whole working-class.

The whole system
must be overthrown. And every
voice raised in protest, every
demonstration, every resolution
passed at workers’ meetings, in
the streets and in their halls, is
a powerful undermining blow.

Only the united action of mil-
lions of workers can do the job.
If the Alabama lynchers are
made to feel that workers all
over the world will not permit
them to go through with their
murderous plans—they will not
dare to lynch the nine innecent
Negro boys. We must stop them,
and we will.

of terror

TO THE READERS OF THE
LABOR DEFENDER.

The Labor Defender will
not continue to appear in this
form in the future. This issue
was gotten out as a Scottsboro
extra to be out on the streets
when the trial begins in
Decatur.

Since the March issue was
out so late we felt that we
would be unable to get out a
full sized magazine for April
and also the special enlarged
May Day Mooney issue we are
planning.

Watch for this special issue.
It will be out during the last
week in April.

Address . ....

INTERNATIONAL
LABOR DEFENSE
FIGHTS

FOR

1. The freecdom of all class
war prisoners regardless
of race, creed, or color.
The right for workers to
organize, strike and picket.
The right to fight. against
starvation and evictions.
Freedom of speech, press
and assembly.
Democratic rights; full
lity for N and

on the Scottsboro Case.

Scottsboro and The Press

These clippings give a good idea of the two trends cf opinion
Those in the left hand column are
clearly dictated by the Southern ruling class. Those in the
right hand column are mainly from the working class press.

activity led by the
room for the growth
of the thought that maybe after all ‘the
shortest way out’ in cases like these
would have been the best method of dis-
posing of them.”—Jackson County Sen-
tinel, Scottsboro, Ala.

‘.., the Adolph Ochs-owned Chat-
tanooga Times ~reported that ‘the crime
was one of the most horrible ever per-

“It [the protest
LL.D.—Ed.] allows

defense in their struggle
for national liberation.
6: The right of asylum.

AGAINST
All forms of police bru-
tality, terror and persecu-
tion.
Lynching; Jim-crowism.
Deportations.
Frame-ups and legal mur-
ders,
Fascist terror.
BY

Organizing international work-
ing class solidarity a mass pro-
test movement in support of the
principles for which we stand and
against those to which we are
opposed and by supplementing
this by every possible legal de-
fense,

Organizing workers self defense
in court.

The ILD has won many battles
against boss terror. It can only
continue to carry on if it gets the
moral and financial support of all
those who are interested in the
defense of the rights of workers
and other oppressed classes. The
dependents of many class war
prisoners look ta the ILD as their
only means of support. The ILD
needs money for Prisoners relief,
for legal expenses, for organiza-
tional expenses.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT
JOIN THE I.L.D.
SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTION

in the United States, and both
Jackson and Madison Counties are aroused
to an extent that justice will be demanded
when the are put to trial.’
Adolph Ochs is also owner of the
York Times, whose news policy concern-
ing the Negro, though more subtle, is
little different from that of the Chat-
tanooga Times.

blished

Southern press put up a_howl about the
‘red meddlers from New York.’ Every ef-
fort is being made to break the confidence
of the workers in the International Labor
Defense, to smash the unity of the defense
campaign, all the easier to send the boys
to the chair.””—Southern Worker, weekly
organ of the Communist Party.

“Negro and white workers! In times
like these, when there are only days and
weeks to fight for the lives of the Scotts-
boro boys and children, you can learn
more in one day about the real character
of your leaders than in ten years of un-
eventful times. These are the days of
testing! Learn from these facts to know
who are your real friends, leaders and
comrades.”
“These boys
their diti

innocent! Demand
release! Smash the

are

“Mind you, this report was
before the lads went on trial and is the
type of reporting the press associations
send out all over the United States . . .
—dAmsterdam News, New York

“It is best for the county that these
matters be disposed of in a .E-dy man-
ner ... Ala, Progn i
age. —_—

“Nothing has been revealed that would
indicate that the officials of the law failed
to give the am; i

Scottsboro frame-up! Smash the lynch-
ing and terror national :'fpressmn against
the Negro ple!”—Dasily Worker, cen-
tral organ o?e?he Communist Party.
“Other pompous rodent denizens of the
dank, judicial depths will wiggle their
whiskers importantly and figure out the
surest way to keep the black boys of the
Scottsboro case trapped in the sewer pipes
of the law until disease and decay have

e le
or that they were deprived og any of their
legal rig&:s."—sdye-ﬁemld Birmingham,
Ala. (. Selma Times-Journal below).

“Now the State is the object of calum-
ny because the trials were expeditious, and
because great crowds of curious (1) on-
lookers attended m. Swuch attacks on

bamians will merely make it harder
to guarantee court trials of similar of-
fl‘.mdzr.r in the futun‘.” (our emphasis)—

y (Ala.) 3
“A Negro juror in Jackson County
would be a curiosity—and some curiosi-
ties are embalmed, Imow.”"—Jack-
son County Sentinel.

“The only regrettable development in
connection with the trial was the intru-
sion of i Northern organizations
with charges concerning the criminals.”
) — C ‘imes, Ch:

Tenn.

“A little handful of Communists . . .
sent out telegrams, news releases, threats,
charges, and counter charges, all intended
to attract public attention to themselves,
but none capable of doing the boys one
iota of good . . . It is our opinion that if
the boys convicted ever receive one iota
of consideration at the hands of the Courts
or at the hands of Governor of Ala-
P{ama, it will not be due to anything the

.
I Want to Join the
I.L.D.

Name ............

I. L. D, Room 430,
80 East 11th Street, N. Y. C.

2 27772

ve done, want to do, or can
do. It is more likely, however, that if
mobs bregk out in and _these
eight boys are taken from the jail and
lynched, it will probably be due to the
nonsensical activities of the Communists,
who by their misguided energies, will
finally drive ‘the citizens of Alabama to
the point of desperation.”—Pittsburgh
Courier, Pittsburgh, Pa.

“The trials were ducted under the

had Jtheir way with them.”—Boston
& !

“This attack in Tallapoosa County is
not an isolated attack. It is part of the
murder of Camp Hill, of the frame-up
of the nine Scottsboro boys, of the count-
less shootings and lynchings of Negro
toilers_by the white rulers in the South
. . . We call upon the white workers to
join in actual defense of their Negro
rothers.  We call upon unions of the
Trade Union Unity League, upon all
workers organized in the American Feder-
ation of Labor, the Railroad Brotherhoods,
upon all white workers to . . .
the immediate release of all arrested.”—
Labor Unity, monthly organ of the Trade
Union Unity League.

“Towards a Final Scottsboro Victory.

gird g
greater efforts.”—The Liberator, organ
of the League of Struggle for Negro

Rights.

“Too much praise can not be given the
International Labor Defense for the as-
sistance it has rendered our people thru-
out the country thru its support of the
effort to save the lives of those boys and
if duossible secure them their freedom.
And the best way to show this is by sup-
porting_as liberally as possible in these
economic depression days the exceptionally
successful effort, thus far, the organiza-
tion has made.”—Gazette, Cleveland, O.

protection of soldiers with fixed b
and in a courtroom surcharged with racial
hatred. A crowd of 10,000 people were
milling about the grounds, and when the
first verdict .of ‘guilty’ was returned there
was thunderous applause and a brass band
struck up the stirring strains of ‘Dixie’
and the ‘Star Spangled Banner!’”—
Times-Journal, Selma, Ala.

“As soon as the International Labor

Defense entered the case and cried halt to
the legal lynching, the first concern of the
Southern white ruling class was to attempt
the mass protest raised against
Scottsboro outrage.

to break

the As one, the

We Need Your Help!

It is not my purpose to remind you of all the things you know about the Scottsboro

case; you know them as well as I do.

What I am doing is presenting to you something

that you may not know: THAT THE FATE OF THOSE NINE INNOCENT CHILDREN

NOW RESTS ENTIRELY WITH YOU.

There have been very few occasions in the

history of American law when a finer array of legal talent was bright into play than in

the Scottsboro case.

different details that will crop up now and during the trial.

THAT MONEY MUST COME FROM SOMEWHERE. Millionaire philanthropists
who endow huge institutions and build libraries do not fight cases in Alabama courts.
THERE IS WHERE YOU MUST FUNCTION. There is nowhere that money can come

from except your pocket.

But that is not enough. There must be money to cover a thousand

I sincerely hope that you will not let the fact that you are in a period of financial
stress deter you from making a contribution to the defense of the nine innocent boys.
Anything that you can spare will be accepted. Send a dollar if you can; if you cannot,
send a quarter or a dime, anything. DO NOT LET THE BLOOD OF NINE LADS BE

ON YOUR HANDS.

IF THE FIGHT SHOULD BE LOST FOR LACK OF DEFENSE

FUNDS, the State of Alabama will not be one-half as guilty as YOU AND 1.

There ‘are thousands of unjailed miscreants and potential murderers like those in
Alabama who will ‘be all too-eager to serve you or your son like they are trying. to serve
those nine boys if they are shown by the results of this case that they can get away

with it.

If you and I, and all the twelve million other Negroes and all the other white

workers and sympathizers in this country allow those boys to be legally lynched for
stealing a ride on a freight train, we might just as well bid goodbye to any sense of

safety and security we ever had.

From *‘Items in Review,” featured in Southern Newspaper Syndicate

The International Labor Defenseé, Room 430, 80 East 11th Street, is in charge of the

defense of the boys.

WE NEED—

SRRl UEEERERRERE

$1,000 for Transportation of Witnesses.
$300 for Court Stenographers.

YOU MUST HELP US

[V ©

RRE

SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THEM AT ONCE.

$1,000 for Attorneys.
$250 for Transportation.

Uil Rems

Germany
(Continued from page 3)
against the working masses of
the world by the international
capitalist battle front.

The Red Aid of Germany with
its 400,000 members, in addition
to seven hundred thousand affili-
ate members, has played a most
important rdle in the defense of
class war prisoners. True to its
international character, it also
took an active part in our own
Scottsboro struggle. On April
24, 1931, the first European tele-
gram we in America received on
the Scottsboro case was sent by

the Berlin Transport Workers
Union. City after city in Ger-
many held protest Scottsboro

meetings. Many workers were
killed and wounded during these
demonstrations.

But now the Red Aid of Ger-
many is outlawed. Courts and
legal means will be denied to
class war prisoners. The fight
will now be in the open streets
and it will be a bitter fight. What
new tactics will the Red Aid of
Germany develop? The workers
of the world will watch and will
help. They will help by fighting
their own battles more sharply.
They will help by organizing mass
protests . against the Hitler tyr-
anny. They will organize world-
wide demonstrations for the re-
lease of all political prisoners,
for the release of the Communist
leaders Thaelmann, Torgler, Pi-
eck, Memmele, and many others
who are being tortured and killed
in prisons. They will help by
fighting for the solidarity and
unity of the International. work-
ers of the world. We in America
must build and build rapidly a
powerful and large mass Interna-
tional Labor Defense. We must
be prepared for the constantly
increasing and sharper class war-
fare,
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