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I N old feudal times, back in the middle 
ages, each baron or overlord segre­
gated himself in a solidly constructed 
and massive castle, generally placed 

afar off from neighbors on an eminence 
which afforded a view of the surrounding 
country so that an approaching enemy could 
be instantly detected. 

This castle was heavily guarded. Armed 
watchmen and lookouts were constantly 
on duty. Any stranger requesting admit­
tance had first to give an account of him­
self before being allowed entrance to the 

827 

sacred precincts. Surrounding the castle 
was a high wall. Running around the foot 
of this wall was a deep moat or ditch. Any 
assailants had first to cross this moat and 
then surmount the walls before they were 
even in a position to attack. 

Grouped as closely as possible around 
the castle were the little homes and farms of 
the villeins and serfs, or tenant farmers. 
They were supposed to be under the pro­
tection of the baron. They depended on 
him for rescue and defense in case of sud­
den foray and pillage by enemies. 
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