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REAT strikes, involving tens of
thousands of workers, are shak-
ing the economic system of the United
States. This would prove once more
that “prosperity” under the present
order is decidedly a one-gsided affair.
The capitalists prosper, to be sure,
but the working masses get more ex-
ploitation.
Six months of bitter struggle is the
up-to-date experience of the textile
workers in Passaic, New Jersey.
Thousands of men, women and chil-
dren—woefully underpaid, overwork-
ed, persecuted and mistreated in
every way—went on strike six months
ago to resist a wage cut from a wage
which was already much below the
subsistence level. They fought brave-
ly. Tleey underwent tremendous sac-
rifices. But they cannot lose. They
must not lose. They will continue to
fight until they win.
. . % »
RTY THOUSAND New York
cloakmakers are putting up a bril-
liant fight against being forced back
into the “sweat shop.” They have
" been on strike only two weeks but the

power of their discipline and organiza- |
tion already received a splendid dem- |

onstration. One of the chief demands
in their struggle—S8-hour day and a
§-day week—is of tremendous impor-
tance to the American labor move-
ment.

T last the slaves of the New York

traction magnates, the Interboro |

Rapid Transit, bave lost patience and
went out on strike. Not even the com-
pany union, which was installed by

the Interboro for the express purpose
of keeping the workers from forming
l!. real union, could prevent the men
rrom revolting against their brutal
axploiters. It is a bitter and difficult

|

By W;n, Gropper.

The Government Stands by the Bosses.

struggle that these strikers are en
gaged in, and because of that it must
be fought to a finish and won.

E * *

HE coal mines of West Virginia

are again on the strike map. The
miners of Scott's Run are putting up
a game fight, They are struggling for
the right to be organized. The success
of their fight would achieve the un-
ionization of 40,000 miners in the
Fairmont district of Northern West
Virginia., This would mean a tre
mendous step forward in solving the..
critical situation of the United- Mine
Workers Union which is the backbone
of the American labor movement,

» L
APITAL is fairly well united "
against the workers in all these
struggles. The unity of the workers
ig still far from what it ought to be.

Capital is making full use of thg
police, the courts the military and
the whole oppressive machinery of the
local and federal government, But
the workers are still playing the
politics of their enemies.

A strong union is an absolute ne-
cessity and so is an independent po-
litical party of the workers, The
workers must win their strikes and
enriched by the experiences of their
struggles they must proceed to build
their own political party.

»

BRIAND.

Tﬂm is something fundamentally
wrong with the present situation
ta France. And it 1s not the financial
crisls alone. The latter is only a re-
flection of a deeper and much more
basic crisis. It is the crisis of the
French capitalist system which 1s fast
approaching a revolutionary situation.

France of today is not the France of
pre-war days. It is now more of an

industrial country than it ever was
It has more and larger factories,

greater unskilled and poorly pmd
working class employed in heavy in-
dustry. Highly concentrated trusts
and corporations controlled by large
bankers, Agriculture and small busi-
ness have been relegated to the back-
ground since the war. Tremendously
heightened industrial technique has
taken away from the skilled worker
the economic privilege of his skill,

What does it all mean? It means
this: Before the war France was the
ideal home of small business, urban
and rural. - Now France has become
the ideal home of big business. Be-
fore the war politics in France was
dominated to a large degree by the
so-called democracy, the medium and
small bourgeoisie of the cities and vil-
lages. Now big agrarian, commercial,
industrial and flnance capital is the
dictator in French poltics notwith-
standing the fact that the medium and
small bourgeolsie still retain a ma-
jority in the parllamentary institu-
tions of the country.

The intense political struggle In
France, which is accompanied by
change of governments nearly every
day, reflects this fact: That big capk

tal is making the last determined ef-
forts to break up the political influ-
ence of the medium and petty bour-
geoisie (represented by the Bloc de
jauches, led by Herriot) and to estab-
lish its dictatorial powers in the gov-
ernment as it is already established in
industry, commerce and finance.
L] . »
NFLATION also has played its role
in the present crisis. Due to in-
flation, the petty bourgeoisie and the
peasants have lost about five-sixth
of their capital. The sum would
amount to about 100,000,000,000
francs, which is one-third of the na-
tional wealth of France. Ten million
people have suffered as a result of
infilation, of whom nearly five million
have been completely ruined,

In this France has repeated the ex-
perience of Germany. The capital lost
by the peasants and small business
people was taken hold of by the bank-
ors to buy up real property and to
strengthen their control upon the eco-
nomic life of France,

L] .

HE present finanelal crisis is a se-
rious one and may lead to the de
velopment of a revolutionary situation
The government must balance its

What Is Wrong With France?

MARCEL CACHIN,
Communist Leader.

budget. But who is to pay to make
it possible? Big capital, whom the
Briand-Cafllaux ministry was trying to
accommodate to a certain degree,
wants to impose heavier taxes upon the
small business men, the peasants and
the workers. But the latter, quite
naturally, would not agree to that.

The state treasur yis facing bank-
ruptey because it cannot meet its obll-
gations on the short-term internal
loans which amount in the aggregate
to about sixty billion francs. To re
pudiate tﬂese loans would mean revo-
lution.

p (Continued on page 2)
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THE MOTHER CURSE

By MICHAEL GOLD,

The mother lifts her fists. She curses.
My children, my man, my work,

| hate them now, | curse them,

They have drained my life like leeches,
Left me empty and old!

Thunders! Lightnings!
blood! Cities moan!

Planets crashl Oceans deluge the sky with
Die like poisoned rats! Centuries sink! Mlistory
dles with a scream! Life blotted out! The pilllars of the world melt
like Ice! There Is Nothingness when a Mother curses her man, her_chil-
dren, her mother-work!

Listen, O mother, O mother In poverty.

Mother with the blg fists,

Do not curse your own,

Chlldren are good.

A mate Is good.

Your work Is good.

Curse the rich, It Is they who are not good.

it Is they who drain you, It Is they you must curse, O Mother.

The mother curse on the rich!

On thelr parilaments and churches!

On their generals and glided ladles!

On their Garys and Mussolinis!

On their charity, greed and Idieness!
The mother curse, the mother curse!

It is they who have dralned you, Mother

THE BATTLE BEGINS

“It is the greatest national crisis that his arisen since the fall
of the Stuarts''-—English daily paper.

field is set, the battle cries are clearer
'l‘hl.ntbou«hu-umdthewrldlq‘ndontm

Shal! men be scant of bread and give their labor

To rich men for the dividends it pays?
Shall children want, shall women bear the burden

Of each day's anxious and more hopeless care,
‘While half-starved toilers in the grimy darkness

Sweat on in ever impotent despair?

The industry that cannot make worth Mving
The lives devoted to #s ceaseless grind
Brings no true profit ¢to the heedless mation
That looks upon such things with eyes grown blind.
Not to make richer some who live in plenty .
Should be the aim of greater enterprise,
But to give comfort to the striving many,
And sweeten life for all beneath the skies.

Coal! They bhave built @« name and fame upon K;

Serfs of the blackness caused their wheels to turm,
The miner lifted Britain on his shoulders;

"I'wae furnace flames that made her glory burn.
Now if another land raise cheaper fuel

Bhall this be eaid—they let their stalwarts die

Because they would nmot pay the pnice demanded
The miseries of hunger to defy?

Gladly the masters of the wealth they made them
Would bring again the eerfdom borne so long,
But Labor eager, valorous, determined,
Wil not endure again the monstrous wrong.
The field s set, the battle cries are clearer
Than those that freedom thundered long ago.
Stand to the mighty test! There comes a trfumph
To a great nation; and the world shall know!
~=The Australian Worker,
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A PEEK EACH WEEK |
AT MOTION PICTURES

“THE ROAD TO MANDALAY.”
HERE is another plcture that will

help to dim the popularity of a
good actor. Lon Chaney does all he
can in it and does it well, and little
more can be said for the picture.

To begin with, the title has nothing
to do with any of Kipling's stories or
poems. . The story has been taken out
of cold storage without putting any
new wrinkles on it; the scenario
writer has made it a blood-and-thunder
melodrama and the director, Tod
Browning, in years to come will never
own up to his work.

Which, taken all in all, about sums
up the movie. The story concerns it-
self with a “Singapore Joe,” a pirate
on the coast of India, who is also a
keeper of a Bombay house of {ll-re-
pute. His daughter in Mandalay is
taken care of by a brother, who is a
priest. “Singapore Joe,” played by
Lon Chaney, is the unknown father
who supports his girl—who falls in
love with a drunken sot, who is called
the “Admiral,” who is also the trusted
leutenant of “Singapore Joe.”

The father, unknown to his daugh-
ter, kidnaps the “Admiral” so he can-
not marry his daughter, He is never-
theless from a “good family” and had
reformed on seeing the pure daughter
of Joe,

A Chinese assistant of Singapore
Joe attempts to attack the girl, who
has come to the Bombay dive to save
her kidnapped lover. She stabs her
father in the ensuing fight, when he
comes to save her, not knowing who
he is beyond his evil reputation, and
she does not find out. And there you
are. If you can make out the plot as
it is summed up here you will get as
much value out of it as there is in the
picture. Lon Chaney did very well.
Owen Moore gives a splendid perform-
ance of the dissolute bounder. Lois
Moran might be a good actress, but
her part only asks that she look
pretty—which she does. H. B. Wal-
thall acts the part of the priest much
Jbetter than priests usually act, We
hope that Lon Chaney gets a better
picture to perform in next time. After
this one he sure deserves it. W. C.

MOVIES IN RUSSIA,
NLY day before yesterday Douglas
Fairbanks and Mary Pickford were
greeted by thousands of Russian work-
ers in Moscow. From half the fron-

PR
tler the press reports “their journey
assumed a triumphal aspect.”

The popularity of these American
stars in Ruossia can well be judged by
the fact that-the “Thief of Bagdad,”
Fairbanks’ last picture, has been run-

ng for over a year in Moscow, So
popular has the picture become that,
according to a report by Ernestine
Evans in an article in the August is-
sue of “Asia,” there was a case in
court of*a Nepman’s wife being sued
by her cook for the slanderous charge
of being called “a Thief of Bagdad.”

The author of the article refers to
the popularity of American pictures
as the outstanding news of the movies
in Russia. However, Russia movies
are also making tremendous strides.
Russian movie magazines are {ncreas-
ing fn number and circulation,

“The Station Master,” a story of
Pushkin, is one of the new films fea-
turing Moskvin, leading player of the
Moscow Art Theater. “Arlita,” an-
other new film, is an fmaginative one
whose story is laid in revolutionary
Russia of 1917-18 and partly on the
planet Mars. “The Bears’ Wedding,”
a play by Lunacharsky, commissar of
education, has been issued, and all
the old folk tales of Russia are being
flimed, to the delight of the children
and the peasants, on whom they have
had such a hold.

Leon Trotsky has devoted his pen to
this problem and sees in.the movies a
magnificent weapon against both
vodka and superstition.

“In order to liberate the common
masses from the ritmal and ecclesiasti-
cism acquired by habit,” he writes in
answer to the editors of the atheist
magazine, “Godless,” “anti-religions
propaganda s not enough. Meaning-
less ritual, which lies in the consclous-
negs like an inert burden, cannot be
destroyed by criticism alone; it can
be supplanted by new forms of life,

new amusements, new and more cul-

tured theaters. Here, again, my
thoughts go naturally to the most pow-
erful, because it is the most demo-
cratic instrument in the theater—the
cinema. The cinema amuses, edu-
cates, strikes the imagination by
images, and liberates you from the
need of crossing the church door. The
cinema is a competitor not only of the
public house, but of the church. Here
is an instrument which we must se-
cure at all costs.”

Meanwhile the franc is going to hell.
Worth eordinarily about 20 cents, its
present value is a little over 2 cents.
This catastrophic decline of the frane
is not caused by any adverse balance
of trade (which is still favorable),
but by the continuous issuance of
paper money by the government to
meet its obligations, The fall of the
franc must be stopped. But how? *

To stabilize the franc France needs
foreign credits, But these it cannot
got before it agrees to fund its old
debts. Which creates a new difficulty.
For France to accept the terms of the
United States and the British govern-
ments would mean the payment by
France of an annual tribute of about
two billlon gold francs. Where are
these tremendous sums going to come
from?

L I I
IG capital has a solution. It was
incorporated In the so-called plan
of the experts, which was' ehgmp{oned
by the Briand-Calllaux ministry, It
was on thig plan that the ministry met
its recent defeat.

In ghort, the plan meant the follow-
fng : It would ereate a sort of a
Dawes plan for France, dellvering the
Fronch masses helplessly into the
hands of a combination of American,
British and French bankers. It would
result In new inflation still further
ruining the peasantry and the small
bourgeolsie. It would result in heavy
taxes on the masses, smallor wages,
longer , increased cost of lv.
ing, ete., eto,, in the best style of the
Dawes plan i{n Germany,

This is the plan of big capital, The
majority of parliament, made up of

the left block of the petty bourgeolsie

WHAT'S WRONG WITH FRANCE?

(Continued from page 1)

led by Herriot, the soclalists and the

Communists, has rejected this plan,
Briand’s ministry fell and Herriot
came again into office. But what has
Herriot got to offer? -

He and members of his party (the
left block) have been in power before
trying to tackle the financial crisis.
But always, like the typical petty
bourgeois that he is, he surrendered
to the pressure of big capital and thus

falled to carry out a consistent pro- ' .

gram of his own. ¥

This time his ministry lived only
He was defeated by the
lack of program and determination to
The coming back of Poincare '

two days.

fight.
indicates a victory of big capital and

is a step in the direction of regrouping

of political parties, .
L I
THE big capitalists are beginning to
clamor for some kind of an open
or veiled dictatorship,” They seem to
think the time opportune for a drastio
move in that direction. But whether
it materializes or not, the political
situation in France will henceforth be-

Ively line up on one side against the-
growing solidification of big capital
The {ssue is gradually crystallizing fn
this form: The dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie led by big capital or &

workers' and farmers’ government led

hy the working class,

The Communist party of France is
onergetically taking the lead for the
establishment of a workers’ and farm-
ers’ government, 3
. Alex Bitteiman,
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“The Chief of

Police

By THURBER LEWIS,

> Tl-m American system of municipal

government hag given rise to the
existence of a very strange creature.
He 1s called chief of police. He has
no “mandate from the people.” He is

appointed. But his powers are large.
They are the powers of police—which,
when boiled down, means the power
.of military., i

‘When this appears the 33rd national
convention of the International Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police will be ad-
Journing after a fourday session in
Chicago. Police chiefs and superin-
tendents from all over the land as-

- sembled at the Congress Hotel osten-
sibly to confide secrefs of the under-
world, exhibit the latest weapons of
offense and defense, talk of extradi-

“tion methods, fingerprinting, traffic

~safety and the innumerable other sor-

“@id things that make up the business
“of a policeman,

“* Over a quiet bottle, some of the
~more red-nosed and honest will con-
fide other things: *“How's the graft
in your burg?”. perhaps. For it is no
secret that chiefs of police are so
very close to the underworld that is
their perennial quarry that it is hard
mot to get contaminated, so to speak.
It seems to have become an integral
part of the occupation of police chief-
ing to issue denials of graft to the
annoying yellow press as fast as the
handouts come dn from the protected.
You don’t have to live in Chicago to
know that with very few exceptions,
if there are any at all, municipal gov-

. ernment in the United States reeks
with graft, bribery and protection.
Well, chiefs of police are the so-called
directors of the military arm of mu-
nicipal government. You can fancy
what a crew collected at the Congress
Hotel.

But chiefs of police have. another,
far more significant, far more social,
mission. They are the busiest and
most effective strike-breaking agents
in the country.

‘OU don't have to go into the theory
of the state as a class institution
to realize what part the police play in
the game. All you have to do is to
watch the development of any strike

in any city that has police. As soonM

as the workers are out the chief gets
a phone call from the boss of whatever
place they walked out of. Before you
can say Jack Robinson a formidable
detail of bluecoats is on the job.

‘What are they there for? Why, pro-
tecting property, that’s all. Guess
again. They are there to intimidate,
club and jail the striking workers,

They are performing, under orders
from their chief, the social mission of
police under capitalism, protecting the
interests of the capitalists, the owners
—and subduing by force the faintest
signs of rebellion among the workers,
those who own nothing, the wage-
slaves,

The Toilers

By E. GUY,

O, hear their songl. The workersl

The workers are coming;

All will rise—

The men of the soil, the men that toll;

An endless line<

A surging mass, the working class;

In every land— "

The millions strong will join their
song;

From every clime—

Yeollow, black, and white will stand

and fight,

You will hear them march —

It won't be long, they will sing their
song,

The forward march—

There will be no retreat, no—never
a defeat,

The workers are coming—

O, hear their song.

China Begins to Struggle

IN 1900 czarist Russia be-
gan to encroach upon Man-
churfa more agressively than
before. The Anglo-Japanese
alliance of 1902 was formed
in order to cause Russia to
modify her position. Finally
in 1904 the Russo-Japanese
war broke out, owing to the
confiiot of imperialist inter.
ests dn Manchuria. It was
ended in the treaty of Ports.
mouth, 1905, by which Rus-
sia abandoned to Japan Port
Arthur, with other rights,
and gave up her attempts
upon South Manchuria and
Korea. Thus Russia only re-
tained her right in North
Manchuria, and Japan has
become the successor of the
exploiter in North and Soufh
Manchuria, The latter has
also been ranked since then
as one of the great powers
in the world. In 1910 she
annexed Korea, a former de-
pendency of China.

In 1912 the Russian gov-
ernment made a treaty with
the local government of Mon-
golia, promising to assist the
latter in becoming indepen-
dent of China. In 1914 the
British government wurged
China mot to station any
troops in Tibet, and not to
interfere with its govern-
mental affairs. In the same
year Japan secured by force
possession of Kiaochow, with
the opromise to +turn it
to China after the end of the
European war. It was not until
the last few years that Japan fulfilled
her promise. In 1915 she demanded
new privileges in Easter Inner Mon-
golia, in Fukien province and in the
Yangtse valley, She also demanded
that in the future China give no con-
cessions on her coasts to any foreign
power without the consent of Japan,
and that China take for herself Japan-
ese advisers and Japanese policemen.
Since there was no justification fer
the making of these demands what-
ever, they simply antagonized the Chi-
nese and provoked anti-Japanese
movements. Thus in 1920 the stu-
dents’ demonstration took place thru-
out the country. This was the second
great movement, which was better or-
ganized than the first one in 1900,
and was free from violent attacks
upon foreigners,

In May, 1925, the employers of a
Japanese cotton mill in Shanghai
caused the shooting of Chinese labor-
ers. One was shot dead and many
others were wounded. On May 30,
the workers, the students and busi-
ness men made a demonstration in
order to make that event known to
the world. When the parade was
marching on into the settlement, the
British police fired at the demonstra-
tion with guns and revolvers, regard-
less of the unarmed mass, This was
the Shanghal massacre, May 30, 1925.
Demonstrations and parades against
imperialism, following the massacre,
took place everywhere thruout China.
This was the third great mass move-
ment agamst imperfalism in Chinese
history,

Summary of the Losses of China Under
Imperialism Since 1842,
T China has lost or suffered
from imperialism may be sum-
marized as follows:

‘a. Four dependencies lost: Indo-
China, Burmah, Korea, a part of Siam,

b. Five outright cessions: Hong-
kong, Kowloon-wan, Macao, Formosa,
and a territory north of the Amur and
east of the Ussuri rivers.

¢. Five leaseholds: Port Arthur,
Talien, Welhalwel, Kwanchowwan, the
Peninsula of Kowloon,

d. Thirteen Iinternational settle
ments and eighteen special areas con-
trolled by a single foreign power,

e, Jurisdiction over foreigners is
lost under the name of extraterrito-
riality,

£, Tariff control is lost under the
name of treaty tariff, or conventional
tarifr,

g. The right to fortify certaln

stralegic points is lost.

FENG YU-HSIANG,
Commander of First People’'s Army.

h. Other ecomomic rights ceded,
such as the right to build railways,
to open mines and so on,

Hence China’s territorial integrity
is impaired, her administrative integ-
rity is broken, her economic freedom

of action is restricted, and her na-
tional. resources are exploited. All
thesd  are contributions of imperial-
ism.

Economic Consequences of Imperial-
ism on China,

China from 1842 to 1860 was the
starting period of imperialism;
from 1860 to 1900 was its period of
entrenchment, and from 1900 to the
present time it is defending its acqui-
sitions. The so-called open-door pol-
icy is none other than a policy of de-
fending the interests of imperialistic
powers in China. The above facts of
what imperialism has domne to China
already indicate the results. But
some specific consequences need to
be mentioned.

a. Economic consequences of treaty
tariff. Since the tariff rate was fixed
at b per cent ad valorem, all goods
are taxed alike without regard as to
imports and exports, or nature of
goods. For instanece, opium should be
heavily taxed, or be entirely forbidden
to be imported, The taxes on ex-
ported silk and tea should be reduced;
those on food supply during a period
of famine should be highly increased.
All this cannot be done under the
treaty tariff system. Consequently we
have no means to develop industry
and to protect it. Nor can we bal-
ance our food supply,

Furthermore, since the customs ad-
ministration has been umfler the con-
trol of foreigners and since the salt
gebelle has been under the custody of
foreign powers, all customs duties and
salt gebelle which have been collected
have always been deposited in a Brit-
ish bank, Hongkong and Shanghai
Bank, only 2 per cent interest being
paid to the Chinese government. Thus
the circulating capital or fund in the
Chinese money market is greatly de-
creased, Business men suffer from
this money scarcity, The Iinterest
rate of Chinese bank loans ig from
10 to 15 per cent, while the British
bank can lend Chinese government
deposits to foreign merchants at 3 or
4 per cent interest, It goes without
saying that the cost of the Chinese
business men is far greater than that
of foreign business men fh China,
Under such a condition, how can the
former compete with the latter? To
say nothing of justice and injustice,
the objective facts show how impe-

By Sherman H. M. Chang

rialism is strangling Chinese
economic life.

There is stil something
more. According to the rate
of 5 per cent ad valorem we
find out that duties on im.
ported and exported goods in
1918 were still based on the
value of the identical goods
estimated in 1868, In a pesr
iod of fifty years the prices
remained the same.

In China there is a transit
tax, called likin. This tax is
levied on goods transported
from city to city., According
to the tariff treaty, a surtax
of 23 per cent is levied at
the custom house in iieu of
likin and all other imternal
taxes, Thus all the import
ed goods have special ex-
emptions, as compared with
all native goods. This is an-
other instance of destroying
Chinese business.

clause. The most-favored-
nation clause ordinarily
means a reciprocal favor or
benefit given to one another
by two parties t0 a treaty;
but this phrase applied to
China has a different mean-
ing. 1 is a onewsided favor
given by China to the second
party. It impilies a recipro-
city, not between China and
the second party, buot be-
tween the second and all
third parties. That ds, a third
party can follow the second party to
demand an identical favor from China,
For example, the Chino-American
treaty of 1880 provided that the Amer-
ican steamers and steamboats shall
be taxed the same as those of the
Chinese and other foreigners. In 1890
the Chinese government tried to e,
duce the taxes on Chi steamers,’
but the British, basing their reason on
the Chino-American treaty, protested
against this reduction. Again, China
once made a treaty with Japan pen
mitting the Japanese to pursue the
business of manufacturing in China.
Owing to the most-favored-nation
principle, China could not refuse to
allow other foreigners to do the same.

¢. Economic consequences of ex
tra-territoriality. International settle
ments and foreign jurisdiction are
based upon extra-territoriality. Hence
foreigners can build factories on Chi-
nese soil. In addition to their great
amount of capital and great industrial
skill, they enjoy the privilege based
on treaties, which the Chinese them-
selves do not have.

The spheres of influence are sup-
ported by the institution of extra-ter
ritoriality. Owing to the spheres of
influence the powers have supported
or prolonged the civil war in China;
since 1912, for each power assists the
military leader in its sphers of In-
fluences in fighting against the other,
by furnishing him munitions and guns
and loaning him funds in order to get
resources for security,

T has been said above is not
complete, for it requires far more
space to make an exhaustive study on
this subject. Now we may draw the
following conclusions:

Since 1842 the powers have imposed
by force upon China unequal treaties
by which they have got political and
economic control. Thru this control
they have checked Chinese industrial
development and made China a mere
market for their goods as well as a
mere supplier of résources, or mate-
rials, In other words, China has been
forced to be an international market
and an International colony. Conse-
quently the Chinese business men
have become bankrupt; the handi
craftsmen and unskilled laborers have
become unemployed. All these have
contributed to the Increase of pow
erty and starvation of the masses and
to the prolongation of civil war,

Bince the Chinese are human crea
tures, they must make some response
to such heavy oppression, Our first
response was the Boxer movement,
our second response was the students’
movement of 1900; our third response
was the mass movement of 1926,

b. ¥conomiec consequenec-
es of the most-favored-nation !




The Red Svids 40 Grs

(A church. Candles are burning on the altar, Over
the altar a large black wooden cross. On the steps
before the altar, a ragged man with tortured face,

barefoot. He supports himself against the altar with
one hand.)

THE PRIEST (in his vestments, enters the
open door of the church followed by two small
altar boys in their surplices. He proceeds to-
wards the altar, stops abruptly, stares at the
tattered person): A man before the altar. Un-
holy hands touch the holy shrine. Blasphemy!
Be gone! Be gone!

THE RAGGED ONE: I am in my house.

THE PRIEST: Do not blaspheme. What
do you want here?
THE LARGER ALTAR BOY: (tugs the

priest’s robe, timidly):
SO L

THE PRIEST (glances hastily towards the
cross, cries out) : Empty! Where is the Sav-
jor? s

THE SMALLER ALTAR BOY: Why, he is
standing at the altar.

THE RAGGED ONE: Blessed are the pure
in heart, for they shall see God.

THE PRIEST (stares at the ragged one,
gradually seems to recognize him. Outraged) :
What? What does this mean? Why, the Sav-
ior must hang on the cross.

THE RAGGED ONE: And if he were to de-
scend to life? You yourself teach that your
God is not dead. Now you see: he lives.

THE PRIEST (confused): The Savior be-
longs on the cross , . If the congregation
comes to mass ., Finds the cross empty
p The Savior here, alive, like a human
being . . (screaming) Back to the cross,
we need a dead God.

THE RAGGED ONE: Yes, one who neither
sees nor hears, a lifeless piece of wood.

THE PRIEST (in despair): Such disorder-
ly conduct! You descend from the cross as a
human being descends from his bed. You bring
confusion into people’s hearts . This is
not becoming in the Savior , :

THE RAGGED ONE: Do you not celebrate
my resurrection today?

Surely you know that I am alive.

THE PRIEST: We teach that to the ignor-
ant, the common people.

THE RAGGED ONE: Why?

THE PRIEST: They bow to our wilk the
better when they believe in you.

THE RAGGED ONE (astonished): I do not
understand that.

THE PRIEST: They fear to anger you
when they rise up against us.

THE RAGGED ONE: Not that did I teach.

THE PRIEST: Your teaching is a distort-
ing mirror; everyone sees his own face distort-
ed in it.

THE RAGGED ONE: My life taught dif-
ferently.

THE PRIEST: Your life? Do we know
whether you ever lived?

THE RAGGED ONE: So you teach some-
thing in which you do not believe?

THE PRIEST: Who believes in fairy tales
today? ’ i

THE RAGGED ONE: What do you call a
fairy tale?

THE PRIEST: The Resurrection.

THE RAGGED ONE: Blind eyes!

Your Reverence, the

A hun-

~plece, of wood, you can see nothing|

By Hermina Zur Muhlen

-

dred times have I arisen before you, and you
have not seen it?

THE PRIEST f(severely didactic): You do
not know the legend that is woven around
your name: you arose only once; in Jerusalem,

THE RAGGED ONE: No. A hundred times,
in everyone whose love *was stronger than
death. In every fettered rebel languishing in
prison, I lived. In everyone that you hanged
on the gallows, I was crucified.

THE PRIEST (outraged): Blasphemer!

THE RAGGED ONE: Can God blaspheme
God?

THE PRIEST: Your divinity is question-
able; you yourself called yourself the son of
man.

THE RAGGED ONE: There is only one God:
the human being who loves, ;

THE PRIEST: You talk of love.
rebels love the victims they killed?

THE RAGGED ONE: In pure hands, mur-

Did you

derisa g deed. ;

THE P ST (outraged): Criminal! Mur-
derer! ()qgmunist!

THE RAGGED ONE: Do you want to call
the police?

THE PRIEST (raging): What am I talking
to you for? You do not even exist. You
never lived.

THE RAGGED ONE: Not for you and your
like,

THE PRIEST: A dead person may not arise
again. That is not provided for in the law. It
is for the dead to be dead. Back to the cross!

THE RAGGED ONE: It seems to me, the
Church teaches that every sin committed eru-
cifies the Savior anew?

THE SMALLER ALTAR BOY (eagerly):
Yes, that’s the way I learned it in my bible
class. 2

THE RAGGED ONE (suddenly terrible):
You crucify me daily, hourly. Wherever any-
one suffers through your guilt, wherever a
child cries from hunger, wherever a sick per-
son dies in misery, wherever one wearies in
the labor of the day, there am I crucified.

.THE PRIEST: But you are dead, a lifeless

THE RAGGED ONE; Your guilt is so im-
mense that dead matter acquires eyes to see it
and lips to cry out against it.

THE SMALLER ALTAR BOY (begins to
cry): I am afraid.

THE RAGGED ONE (tenderly):
afraid. - (He kneels before the child).

Be not
Look,
now I am smaller than you, and that is as it

|
THE PRIEST (screaming): Blasphemy! ‘

THE RAGGED ONE (gets up): You blas-
pheme God. Every deed, every one of your
gestures is blasphemy. The paunch that wad-
dles past the starving, the silk gown that rust-
les past the half-naked: blasphemy. The fac-
tory that reaches to the sky and engulfs the
life of the worker: hlasphemy. The stinking
cellar hole in which the poor live: blasphemy.
The brothel in which love is purchasable: blas-
phemy. The battlefield upon which human be-
ings die in order to fill your pockets: blas-
phemy. You, yourself, your being, your exist-
ence: blasphemy! $

THE PRIEST (jeering): You will not do
away with us:

THE RAGGED ONE: Do you think so? D
you not know that I actually descend fron
every cross to which you nail me? That
arise from every grave in which you lay me?

I
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By HENRY GEORGE WEISS. d
H
A man can eat no more than his stomach will hold,
Nor wear at any time more than his flesh will stand. N P
Also it Is impossible for him to ride in two automobiles at once,
e Or to sleep in more than one bed, in one room, in one house,
Or to be in two places at the same time, .
Yet big, fat men corner a million meals, 1
Possess unto themselves a dozen autos, air
A dozen suits, | pos
A dozen homes, e
With dozens of rooms, o2
And dozens of beds, . e
A hundred men are trying to sleep on park benches tonight. - on,
S A thousand men are wriggling bare toes thru decrepit shoes on bare pave- l’::
ment,
Men are jostling each other in bread lines for a crust of bread and a bow! chr
of dishwater, . sud
Women and children are begging on the streets for a bite to eat. hac
Out in Kansas, California, Washington, the sheriffs are raiding the hobo rap
Jungles and giving homeless men hell for being homeless, ver
'
.
: \
\ It Is, of course, due to the superior force of capitalists and the lack of Bol- I
sheviks! ical
ma
mel
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Translator A. Landy

;L[EST (confused):

Who are you?
:RAGGED ONE:
e life in man.

! PRIEST (as if stunned):
‘ection and the Life?

You talk like a
I am the Resurgectiou

What is the

: RAGGED ONE (powerful): Revolu-
I} PRIEST (cries out): Revolution
Help Police (to the altar boys):

Fetch the police! I always had the sus-
anyway that in case he really lived,
must have been a lunatic; a normal per-
28 not allow himself to be crucified.
7 RAGGED ONE: No, he looks around
ninister’s seat.
i PRIEST (in despair): Nothing is holy
3 p«T‘S‘on‘. ‘Now he is even blaspheming
it tle government! That is more dan-
y'than to blaspheme against God, for God
ands no servants with machine guns and
acks. Run children, do, fetch the police,
two altar boys hurry out. . The church
regin to ring). ey N
E PRIEST: The congregation will be
lirectly. The empty cross over the altar
. This disorderly conduct If the
> learns of this . . Just in my con-
tion a thing like that has to happen . .
ling): Go backsto the cross again and
serve‘you my whole life long!
E RAGGED ONE: How often have you
ly told that td the people?
E PRIEST (helpless): The people, the
a! What-is the people to me?
E RAGGED ONE: I am the people
L you crucify. I am the dead people who
risen. Woe unto you! (Two policemen
into the church).
E PRIEST (panting): Here . . . this
. . . Blasphemy Inciting to
hatred . . A Communist . . .
E OF THE POLICEMEN: That’s enough,
E SECOND POLICEMAN: Wait (to the
ed One): Have you papers? Who are

(E RAGGED ONE (drawing himself
)}  The R& Savior who has come to

%

[E FIRST POLICEMAN: There you are,
i. (Both policemen fall upon him and
hira out of the church).

[E{ PRIEST (confused): A nightmare
& frightful incubus , ., , Did not
sone come and say, the legend of Christ

ue, God lives? . . .
e organ begins, singing resounds from the choir:
: is arisen! Halleluja! Hallelujal)

-

~“snick’” against his friend drivers, he declined

The Team ’DriVe‘r X

ALL his life he was a team driver. Firstly,

becduse he wasn’t handy enough to learn
anything else. Secondly, because he liked to
get his tips on deliveries and now and then
he would also profit on goods left over on his
delivery wagon. He knew a trick that brought
the profits.

One day there was a change of managers.
And because the new manager believed in lat-
est improvements, he introduced a new system,
one of his plans being to install motor trucks
instead of teams. By this he found that more
than hailf of his team drivers had to be dis-
charged.

Among the discharged was the hero of our
tale. Though he had a chance to learn to
drive trucks, as was offered him by the new
manager because of his record of being a

to do so. He felt he wasn’t able to learn truck
driving nor was he literate enough to sign his
name to receipts on goods delivered or re-
ceived, as was the rule introduced by the new
manager. ;

Though out of a job and elderly in years,
he did not seem to worry. Since His younger
years he was trying to save up for a rainy day
and with a view of going some day into busi-
ness for himself. Nobody would ever believe
he had actually saved any money from his
small wage and with a family to support.

But he did. By telling the manager tales of
the would-be or real thievery of other drivers
he kept suspicion from himself and profited by
it. . He would -tell the foreman that Jones has
done this and Charles has done that and an-
other fellow has done something else, all the
while looking out for himself and incidentally
putting away bit after bit for the rainy day.

Having found himself out of work, he de-
cided to go through with his old plans, and
bought himself a little grocery store in a poor
section of the city. He figured it was easier
to cheat the poor and handier to deal with
them.

His judgment was good. And since he knew
all the little tricks of petty business, he was

getting along nicely.- In a shert-while his busi- -

ness horizon became widened. He saw chances
opening before him and, being wide awake, he
grabbed them.
L L

A couple of years later we find our hero the
possessor of a real estate office with clerks and
accountants taking care of the work and the
former team driver getting the profits.

Little by little he became very prosperous.

By I. Ozersky

hired a chauffeur to drive it for him. Later
he found out that good polished manners were
a necessity for entering and getting on in so-
called society. He therefore hired all sorts of
people to teach him and his family good man-
ners.

He was getting along fine. He way buying
up shops and factories, introducing the most
modern methods of speed-up and squeeze out.
In a word, he was on the right way, and what-
ever he did not know himself his hirelings
would do it for him.

One day at the height of his prosperity, and
knowing the value of the power of his great
wealth, he began to mingle with politicians,
seeking newer fields for honors and riches.

At that time most everything was at his dis-
posal. Newspaper reporters would give him
all the publicity he wanted; the writers break-
ing their pen-points in their efforts to praise
him. Artists were making his portraits. The
priests in the churches, built on his money,
would praise his work in their sermons urging
his workers to obey the Lord and the Boss.
Government officials would be quite willing to
help him out in his difficulties with the men
in his factores. The officers would help him
to break strikes, throw the strike leaders into
Jail, and generally cover up his bad, unlawful
deeds. All this was the foundation of his pow-

er and success.

One day a committee of politicians of his
state came to offer him the candidacy for the
governorship which was his secret desire and
which he readily accepted. ™

There was no end to his joy. He hastily left
his office to tell his wife and family the details
of the great honor that was conferred upon
him. Upon reaching home he jumped out of
his Rolls Royce, ran up the stairs of his pal-
acious house, grabbed and kissed the butler
who wondered what it was all about, and
caught his wife by her hands and started to
turn her around telling her of his luck and
dancing and singing all the time.

But seeing that his wife does not share his
‘jolty,"he stopped dancing and asked her what
was the matter. She answered by asking wor-
riedly whether he knows how to write. He
laughed merrily into her face and inquired
whether that was all she was worried about.
When he saw her shake her head approving-
ly, he called her an old fool and told her also
that had he known how to write he would
have kept his job as a truck driver instead of
going into business and becoming a great

He bought himself ‘a good pleasure car and

power in finance and politics.

The StOl'y Of J . P ierpont Mbrgan’s F ortune By Gustavus Meyers

/ith the kind permission of the author and the
lishers we are herewith beginning the publlcg-
i+ in the magazine of a series of extracts from
e History of the Great American Fortunes,”
Gustavus Myo?n. This work of three volumes
3 published by Charles H, Kerr & Co., Chicago.
: selection of the extracts will be such as to
viliarize our readers with the origin of the
tunjs of those magnates of capital who are to-
"pJ;'"' a determining role in the imperialistic
oidthe United States.
e ¢ o @

.- PIERPONT MORGAN is
not one of those magnates
coming wholly under the clas-
sification of being' a “self-
made man.”

is father, Junius S. Morgan, was a million-

Ascending by successive steps from the
tions of farmer boy, dry goods clerk, bank
k and commercial man, Junius S, Morgan
ume a partner of George Peabody in the
king business. When the civil war came
George Peabody and Company were ap-
ited the financial representatives in Eng-
| of the United States government. Syn-
ynously with this appointment their wealth
lenly began to pile up; where hitherto they
amassed riches by stages not remarkably
d, they now added many millions within a
7 few years.

His Father's Career.

low did they contrive to do it? Biograph-

narratives aver that it was done by legiti-
@ banking methods, although what those
hods were is not explained. But if we are
elieve t.l|u comments and criticisms appear-

ing in the American newspapers of the time,
their methods were not only very far from be-
ing legitimate, but ‘were within the pale of the
most active treason. The constitution of the
United States defines treason as consisting in
citizens levying war upon the nation, or in
giving aid and comfort to the enemy. Accord-
ing to writers of the day, the methods of
George Peabody and Company were of such
a character as to be not only treasonable, but
double treason, in that, while in the very act
of giving insidious aid to the enemy, George
Peabody and Company were the financial
plenipotentiaries of the United States govern-
ment, and were being well paid to advance
its interests.

An ‘article for example, published in ithe
Springfield Republican in October, 1866, as-
serted: “For all who know anything of the
subject know very well that he (Peabody) and
his partners in London gave us no faith and no
help in our struggle for national existence.
They participated to the full in the common
English distrust of our cause and our success,

and talked and acted for the South rather
than for the nation.” :

Evidently, it was the sight of the large bene-
factions which Peabody was then giving that
prompted the remarks upon the origin of his
to;tune. .

Millions from Alleged Treason.

The writer of this articie went on to say
that George Peabody and Company swelled the
feeling of doubt abroad, and speculated upon
it. “No individuals,” he continued, “contrib-
uted so much to fi our money markets
with the evidences of our debt in Europe, and

breaking down their prices and weakening
financial confidence in our nationality than
George Peabody and Company, and none made
more money by the operation. All the money,
and more, we presume, that Mr. Peabody is
giving away so lavishly among our institutions
of learning was gained by the speculations of
his house in our misfortunes.” A writer in the
New York Evening Post, issue of October 26,
1866, also made the same statements, accusing
Peabody and Junius S. Morgan of using their
positions as United States financial representa-
tives to undermine the very cause that they
were paid to represent, and profiting heavily
from their treachery. 4
These are a few of the newspaper comments
then current. Whether they were all true, or
partially true, or not true at all, we do not
know; no confirmation of them can be found
in official records. The statements are given
here for what they may be worth. But it should
be remembered that not the one-thousandth
part of what was going on in the worid of
capitalism ever found its way into official doc-
uments. Reasoning from conditions prevail-

ing at the time, it is more than likely that the
accusations were by no means ill-founded.
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Soviet Labor Leader (iives Facts on

—

Russian Trade Umons

A Letter to The DAILY WORKER.,

By G. MELNITCHANSKY.

N a provincial American flabor

paper,” Vermillion County Star, of
Danville, Illinois, there appeared an
article devoted to the Bulletin issued
by the foreign relations committee of
the Central Council of Trade Unions
of the U. S. S. R. and to the informa-
tion about the Russian trade unions
contained therein,

The article was distributed from

Chicago by the International Labor
News Service, semi-official news
agency of the American Federation of
Labor, and sent to all newspapers con-
trolled by the federation. Its heading
reads: “Red Trade Unions Seek to
Fool Labor Press.”
“To bogin with, the article says:
“Milnitchansky evidently believes that
American trade unionists will be im-
pressed when he says, as he does in
.this first issue of his press service,
.that the Russian trade unions mnow
have a ‘grand total membership of
7,846,789’ . . . . The unions of a char-
acter affiliated with the A. F. of L.
have a total membership of approx-
imately 4,000,000 ., .. When it is
considered that Russia has a popula-
tion of 165,000,000 people, and that
the Communists have absolutely
dominated the situation there for
seven*years, the showing as to present
trade union membership is mot im-
pressive.”

This quotation shows the unreli-
ability of the International Labor News
Service and also indicates how these
gentlemen deceive the American work-
ers,

The International Labor News Ser-
vice ought to know that the popula-
tion of the U. 8. S. R. is 142,614,700
(census of 1920), that a great ma-

_Jority of the population are peasants,
of whom there are 118,674,800, and
that the trade union membership of
7,846,789 represents 87 per cent of all
the people who work by hire in the
U. 8. 8. R. In that same issue of the
bulletin we gave figures showing the
increase in membership year by year,
but the mews agency did not notice
the figures and the paper does not
quote them. We shall adduce them
nere, in order to refresh somebody’s
memory. The Russian trade unions
had
On April 1, 1924 ... 5,822,682 members

October 1, 1924....6,430,470

April 1, 1925......... 6,950,484

October 1, 1925....7,846,789

Now we can give the latest figures:
On January 1, 1926, the membership
of the trade unions of the U. S. S. R.
had reached 8,303,000,

did not intend to “impress” with
this data or with any ‘other infor-
mation which we publish in the Bulle-
tin, We always remember that our
trade union movement has been de-
veloping only during these last nine
years, We simply would like the
workers in other countries to know
about the life and work of our trade
unions.

But . as the International Labor
News Service is really trying to fool
its readers by the statement that a
trade union membership of 7,846,789
with a population of “165,000,000”
after “seven years” work of the Com-
munists is not impressive, I will allow
myself to draw a comparison with the
figures of the American trade union
movement,

The article merely says: The Amer-
ican Federation of Labor has a total
membership of approximately 4,000,
000,

According to the Labor Year Book
for 1925, issued by the American So-
cialists (reformists), it appears that
of the total population of 105,710,620
in the United States (census of 1920)
there were 32,710,495 people (workers
and employes) gainfully employed,

The figure 18 really impressive.
But we all know that the United
States is the most highly developed
industrial country, and we do not in-
tend to question it. But what is the
situation as regards the trade unions,
how many workers are organized
after the many years of existence of

trade unions? The official data of the
above Year Book show that in 1924
the American Federation of Labor had
a membership of 2,865,979 (according
to other data, that many were repre-
sented at the congress of the Ameri-
can Pederation of Labor in 1925),

But, then, the American trade
unions have existed, not since 1917,
and have. been under the influence
of the Gomperses, the Greens, the
Morrisons and their like, not for seven
years, but a little longer—about 45
years. The American Federation of
Labor was organized in 1881 and be-
fore that the trade union movement
existed—the “Knights of Labor.” It
should be noted that at the high water
mark of the American Federation of
Labor in 1920 it had a membership of
4,078,740 and never more than that,
This out of a total of 32,710,495 hired
workers and employes, a great ma-
jority of whom are subjected to shock-
ing exploitation. That is really strik-
ing and makes an extremely strong
impression.

Another thing which evokes the
author’s witty comment is our Bulle-
tin’s item about the financial condition
of the trade unions of the U. 8. S. R.

We quote again:

“The latest statistical data shows
that the financial condition of the
trade unions of U. S. 8. R. has be
come much stronger, says Melnitchan-
sky. He then proceeds to deal in a
mass of figures, winding up with the
statement that the ‘total’ savings are
28,000,000 roubles. The normal value
of the rouble is 50 cents, but if one-
wished to be facetious he might say
that the Russian unions now have
about $4.85 in real money.”

N the item referred to we give the
figures and point out that the finan-
cial condition of the trade unions has
become stronger singce the introduc
tion of stable currency dur-
ing two years all the funds of all
trade unions reached 28,000,000 rou-
bles. In American currency this con-
stitutes a solid sum of $14,000,000.
For some reason the witty author of
the article wanted to turn it into $4.85,
One might think he was not in his
right mind at the moment or that his
conceit 1s such that he considers all
his readers downright fools. How
much stronger the financial condition
of the trade unions has really become,
may be judged from the financial sup-
port rendered by our trade unions to
the striking British miners. We would
like to know how much more the sup-
port of the American Federation of
Labor and the American trade unions,
which are financially stronger than we
are, was actually felt by the British
miners,

Further the author attempts to in-
terpret in American terms the news
item that the Lena-Goldfields conces-
sion bound itself “to construct a suf-
ficient number of houses or lease
them” The author exclaims: “Com-
pany houses! Something which the
American miners bitterly fought
against for years and which are still
in vogue in some of non-union flelds in
this country and used as a means to
keep the miners in bondage.”

The author’'s indignation is roused
even more by the following:

“When building new mills,” says
Melnitchansky, “the ~ company |is
bound to build workers' settlements,
with clubs, hospitals, and bathhouses.”

And he comments:

“Can any one imagine an American
trade union putting such a clause as
that in a wage agreement? That is
feudalism pure and simple, with the
health and Mves, reactions, and goings
and comings of the employes wholly
In the handa of the overlords of the
concession company, with the full
force and authority of the government
back of the owners,

“This evidently is a striking ex-
ample of the practical working out of
the boasted ‘new economic policy’ of
tho Russian Soviet government, No
wonder that certain American capital-
ists are howling for recognition of
Russia!”

This is, indeed, a horrifying situa-
tion. The author only forgot to tell

his readers that we have benefited by
American experience and have secur
ed ourselves against the real bondage
in which American workers find them-
gelves. Our security consists in that
the workers of the U, 8. 8. R, some
time ago took the power away from
the capitalists; that the courts and
the police are at our service, and not
at the capitalists; that houses, schools,
bathhouses, clubs for the workers are
built under our control; that the very
distribution of the housing space and
the conditions of its occupancy are
determined by Soviet agencies and
factory committees. Lastly, according
to our rules, firmly established, the
houses erected according to stipula-
tion in the collective agreement, are

I

not managed by the concessioner, but
by the workerg themselves, through
their organizations.
author perhaps does not know
that we get even from state un
dertakings an annual contribution
amounting to 109 of the net profits,
75 per cemt of which contribution is
used to build houses for workers,

If the author of that article should
read one of our collective agreements
he would find nwuch that is not stipu-
lated In American collective agree-
ments, for which reason, as we know
positively, the American trade unions
which are affiliated to the Federation
of Labor enjoy much greater favor of
the American capitalists than the Rus-
sian Bolshevist unions,
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ROSE HOROWITZ,
ROCHESTER,
WITH US AGAIN

She writes:

In school when
they were celebrat-
ing the 150th anni-
versary of the dec-
laration of Inde-
pendence and had
us salute the flag,
the RED in the
flag made me think
of this salute and
pledge to OUR
FLAG~— the RED
FLAG:

| pledge allegl.
ance to the Soviets,

And to the REV.

Oh. Boy, I'll have a penny's worth
of that—those swell all day suckers”
Johnny Red told Mr. C-.ndyat.on.

DANIEL CHE V.
ELENKO CHICA-
Q0 JOINS us.

Isnt this the
dandiest little verse
from Daniel? It's
80 good we made
Danny editor of
this Inuo.

FUN NYBON ES
Anoﬂnf Cockeyed

2
He claims he works

OLUTION for cl.ndntonnlt “Candy 1is very ex- lllmornln
which they stand.| Densive now.” S
Ono lNTlnNA. So Johnny came home and it was
TIONAL s sucker he was disap.

o ey ey e Rt e

a
‘‘Ghee, us poor kids always

JUSTICE for alll stung. 'That rich Reggie Vam D

'-lnnudou S0 Johnny's mother told his

this cheert who was shaving.
s - “Heck, that bhnm-b

weet P won't cut!” he shouted. "J’olll’
:*":’“O::::‘:l. wants his sucker, bnt why aidn't he
."? °'3' @ ot u:o;o ragor b

ommun "

W'l'lootlthm COS’“"""“‘“‘"‘“"‘”

yesterday,
"(‘)& thlt'l dlcennt." and hb father

cents for Jo! (]
to get razor blades sharp-
“J.:I'::ny 8CO0 right to Mr,
over
. Candystore’s « that
sucker” he sald, “that red

That' 1
o s my prize for selling The Y
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New Days in Old Englanci

The Role of the Communists in the General Strike

By T. J. O'FLAHERTY
HERHE were the Communists dur
ing the general strike? What

were they doing?

“That reminds me of a story” as
an old B, L. P, speaker was in the
habit of saying when his audience
showed signs of restlessness after the
first three hours. Really it is more
ke an excerpt from a St Patrick’s
day patriotic speech than an enec-
dote. But I think it is good.

During the battle of Fredericks-
burg,—this was in Civil War days—an
Irish soldier was anxious to die with
the Irish Brigade, if death was to be
his lot on that day. He shouted:
“Where is the Irish Brigade?” And
he was answered above the din of
battle, T am afraid by a fellow country-
man: “Where #s the Irish Brigade?
‘Where the battle rages loudest; where
the leaden hail pours thickest; where
steel meets steel with the sgharpest
clang—there the sons of Erin fight and
bleed.”

And while the use of superlatives
and military terms in this article may
be only justified were I to resort to
verse—as the British general strike
did not develop leaden showers or the
din of clashing steel—yet in thig great
struggle the Communists were in the
front of the fight leading it in sgome
places and taking orders as the case
may be, in full, performing their duty
as a part of the army of labor.

A few words on the boasted freedom
allowed by the British government to
fts subjects. Even American radicals
suffered from the delusion that the
British ruling classes were “different”
from their crude {imitators in the
United States and in other countries,
in allowing the workers to blow off
steam in Hyde Park and say things
about the realm that would land an
American agitator behind the .bars.
Those glassy-eyed radicals ignored the
fact, that where real danger faced the
empire, where C -was liable to
follow talk, where oonversation be-
tween radicals did not run into futile
discussions on the evolution of the
human being into such a perfect crea-
ture that he would grow @ wart on the
back of his neck to render unneces-
sary the presence of a collar button,
and incidentally put the collar button
trust out of dusiness, in those imper-
fal real estate subdivisions, the hand
that was gloved in Hyde Park wore
knuckle dusters. There was no dan-
ger of immediate troudble for the Brit-
ish ruling classes from their factory
slaves, who fllled their ekins with
boduddﬂnk,mchultm,pu‘tly
at the expense of the still more ex-
ploited slaves in the colonies.

BUT those happy days of British
imperialism are gone forever, The
British worker has changed. The
colonial slaves are champing on the
imperial bit and they have seen too
many bloody bayonets in the world
war to be frightened even by an Am-
ritsar massacre,
A threatened revolt in the heart of
the empire is the fnevitabla conse-
mmc(mmummhm_ﬁo

its dearly dbeloved rival, the United
States (such love is indeed rara be-
tween pals) and to the reduced spoils
from the colonles, protectorates, de-
pendencies, and mandatories,

The British wofker can no longer
fill his belly with stale beerand chips
and the imperialists ¢an no longer
take enuf from the Hindoo-Egyptian
Peter to soothe the temper of the
skilled British craftsman Paul, and
leave the fat man enuf to lve in his
customary style. Action is liable to
follow words now in Merrie England
and the velvet glove is now deposited
in the Rritieh historical museums
while the mailed fist 48 brot into play.
It is the operation of the law of self-
preservation and as sure as a cat will
jump at a mouse the capitalist class,
sauve or surly, pleblan or aristocratic,
will all do the same thing in much the
same way to their natural enemies
when necessity arises. Freedom of
speech, of the prees and of assem-
blage is as dead today in England es
it i8 in Passaic, New Jersey or in
Boston, Massachusetts, the home of
the dried and saered codfish and the
hirthplace of Paul Revere.

THE government has been sniping at

the British Communist Party for
several years. Tho the party is small
in numbers, it has considerable influ-
ence among the workers. The greater
part of its membership are in the
trade unions end many of them oc-
cupy leading positions in the unions.
Tho there is a constant theoretical
war on between the Communists and
all other workingclass political par-
ties, nevertheless, many local labor
parties, and I. L, P. branches invite
Communists to epeak at their meet-
ings and look upon the party as their
political guide, g

The Minority Movement, which is
led by such well known trade union-
ists as Harry Pollitt, Nat Watkins,
Tom Manh, George Hardy and eup-

ported by A. J. Cook, Goszi; ‘and other
given its program by the Communist

militants in the trade unions. Its
most active spirits are Communists
and bhundreds of thousands of work-
ers follow its lead. Many of the slo-
gans that it jssued were reluctantly
adopted by the trade union leaders
who wera in charge during ‘the gen-
eral strike. This was the driving
force inside the trade unlons which
the government feared might eventu-
ally put an end to the twaddle of the
right wing and “left” wing leaders,
that the strike was an economic strug-
gle and mot a political fight, while
millions of workers took their orders
trom the T, U. C. in Eccleston Bquare
and told the tory government at Down-
ing street, in effect, to go to hell,
Therefore it was not surprising that
the government declded to outlaw all
organizations in which the Commu-
nists had a footing. Detectives from
Scotland Yard and amateurs from the
university kept close watch on the
headquarters of organizatfons that
were labeled “Commaunist” Four of
those dicks ambled up and down the
sidewalk in front of the Minority
Movement headquarters on Great Or-
mond Street and e padlocked
the place, The officlals of the move-
ment escaped erredt, at the moment,
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had just cause for complaint,

When the strike broke the govern-
ment publicity organs had soft words
for the right wing labor leaders but
the Communists were given to under-
stand that their movements would be
watched. They were blamed for
bringing the strike “disaster” on the
dear “public.” The right wing lead-
ers thru their organ the Daily Herald
covertly charged the Communists
with being disrupters and enemies on
the inside—the same kind of twaddle
that William Green, head of the A. F.
of L. or his friend, founder and ex-
ploiter of that flourishing business
known as the Loyal Order of the
Moose, James J. Davis, who works
the department of labor as a side-
line, throw up here in America,

ERE is a little tid bit that I have

not seen published: On the morn-
ing of the strike the Daily Herald car-
ried a sub-editorial entitled, “Trust
Your Leaders.” A perfectly proper
title under certain circumstances! But
the title was used as a cloak for a
libel on the active militants in the
unions who knew that Thomas was
the logical successor to Judas Iscariot
‘and was as certain to betray the
workers whenever he saw a golden
opportunity as a poisoned rat i sure
to take to drinking water,

“Do you know the reason for this?”
I was asked by a known left wing jour
rpalist. He proceeded to inform me.

A series of articles appeared in the
Sunday Worker by William Paul, edi-
tor of that paper, explaining the aims
of the left wing in the trade unions.
Paul threw his harpoon. into J. H.
Thomas and the right wing leaders.
This angered the Daily Herald and it
attacked the Sunday Worker vicious-
ly. Tho the Herald is supported by
the trade unfon movement as e
whole, and tho its best friends are in
the left wing, it seems to feel that its
mission is %o sneeze every time J.
i Thguse, Saowden of .2

A. J. Cook, who is a genuine left
winger, a man whose head has not
been turned by his election to the sec-
retaryship of the miners' federation,
one of the most powerful labor unions
in the world, resented this attack on
the Sunday Worker end phoned his
complaint ¢to the Dally Herald. He in-
formed the editor that he intended to
reply to the attack In the columns of
the Herald.

“But { may not publish #t" replied
the voice over the phone,

“But perhaps. you may be compelled
to publish 1t,” replied Cook.

For a little while a series of gurg-
ling sounds came over the wire, Cook
suspected for a moment that the un-
seen conversationalist was swallowing
a pill. Then there was a resumption
of speech,

“Why, do you know that you are
speaking to Mr, Hamilton Fyfe?”

“Oh, yes,” answered Cook, “and per-
haps Mr. Hamilton Fyfe might be in-
terested to know that he is speaking
to the secretary of an organization
that 1s subsidizing the paper he edits,”

OOK also informed the managers

of the Hemald that unless their
right wing friends watched thelr step
the Bunday Worker might have a
“Watch Your Leaders!” editorial
such as might be remembered by the
heroes of Black Friday, 1921, Whether
OCbok was able to get his reply into
the Daily Herald I do not know but
the front page of the Sunday Worker
carrled a spirited article from his
pen, And the editorial “Trust Your
Leaders|” was the Herald answer to
Cook’s telephone conversation,

And yet when the government held
up the paper supply of the Victorla
Publishing Company which published
the Herald until stopped by the print-
ere’ walkout and afterwards the Brit-
{sh Worker which was issued by the
T, U, C, during the strike, tho Sun-
day Worker placed {ts entire supply
of print paper at the disposition of
the British Worker, The charge of
disruption hurled at the Communists
and the genuine left wing elements
by the conservative leaders fell to the
ground during the general etrike and

HARRY POLLITT,

hundreds of thousands of trade union-
ists who prior to the great struggle be-
lieved the fairy<tales told by the labor
imperialists about the radicals, eaw
for themselves that the disrupters
were not red but yellow, and that the
maligned reds constituted the steel
backbone of the struggle,

‘When the general strike was called,
every ective Communist whose pres-
ence was not urgently required at or
near headquarters was assigned to &
district to engage actively in helping
the local trade union leaders to eon-
duct the fight with the utmost effici-
ency. Wherever councils of action
were organized, wherever the move-
ment to build workers’ defense corps
was pushed vigorously i¢ was almost
a certainty that the Commaunists
were on the job. It was not surpris-
ing therefore that the government or
dered its agents to round wup the
Communists and if the genaral strike
had not come to an end on May 12, it
is more than likely that every active
member of the party in Britaln would
be locked up, provided ¢here were
enough jails, Al it was, even after
the general strike was called off hun-
dreds of Communists were arested
on filmsy charges and many of them
given jail sentences. Any local trade
union leader who did not devots his
energles to singing hymns or praying
for success was also subject to per-
secution and arrest,

“dress rehearsal” ended as ft
started—suddenly. It ie folly to
consider it @& victory, in view of what
it could have been. Looking at the
incident in e historically objective
sense it must be admitted that # was
an event that marks a tall milestone
In the march of world labor towards
complete emancipation from wage
slavery. :

The British Empire is on the tobog-
gan, Her political bagmen still put
up a baold front and say, “We will pull
thru” But despalr is beginning to
selze them. The economic situation
at home Is only one of the empire's
worries. A General Bying muffs the
imperial ball in Canada and rumbles
of rebellion are heard with the dollar
magician TUncle Sam watching the
drama: BEgypt is hanging to the am-
pire by a wig, and the sllence that is
hanging temporarily over the teeming
millions of India is not the silence
of peace; John Bull's wares are as
popular in China as the rattle of a
snake; Japan is now engaged in an
open diplomatic war with the British
drummenrs for Chinese trade,

And the growing power of Red Rus-

sla ,with its far flung frontiers in
dengerous proximity ¢to India is caus-
Ing the proud ruling class of England
uneasy dreams. Why, on the eve of
the general strike, when news of the
Russo-German treaty was made pub-
lig, a near-panic prevailed in Downing
Street and British papers devoted
more space to that event than tothe
birth of an heilr to the Duke and
Duchess of York,
Still the king and queen entertained
royally and abundantly; the guards at
Buckingham Palace end the horses at
the Horse Guards performed thefr
tricks as usual; American tourists
watched them and said: “Aren't they
too cute for anything.” Other Amer-
Icans were recelved in audience by
the king and queen, very likely in
consideration of a donation to the tory
treasury-—all those things were taking
place while the empire hung on the
brink of a debacle,
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WHAT AND HOW TO READ

¢ - +itla we will publish perlod.

fcally, at least once a month, one article

....4 uw readers advice and

ince in the systematic reading of

: for the purpose of self-education.

< ‘an-ta ta angure the co-0p-

eration of several competent labor educa.

tors and journalists for the conduct of

uupa. .ment o, tne magazine. The

editors and contributors to this depart-

ment will expect our readers to feel per.

fectly free to write to us on whatever

difficulties they may have in the matter

¢ raj~~tinn and reading books. Our aim

is to be of the maximum possible assis-
t«iice 1n this respect.

The following is the second article by
Arthur W. Calhoun, teacher of economics
and history in the Brookwood Labor Col-
lege, who will assist our readers in the
selection and reading of books on gen-
eral ecomonics and economic history,
location of industrial resources, modern
capitalist corporations, foreign trade and
related subjects. The names of the other
contributors to this department will be

announced later,
« 5 »

The Sweep of Empire
By ARTHUR W. CALHOUN.

IN our first lesson we found out some-
thing of how the American empire
came to be. “What?”’ says Henry
Dubb, “American empire! Don’t you
know that the United States is a re-
public?” To be sure we do; but what
has that to do with the question? A
republic can be the ruler of an em-
pire just as easily as a monarchy can.
in fact, of the four great empires in
the world today two are ruled by re-
publics and two by monarchies. The
French republic has a vast area of
subjeect territory that it rules despot-
ically; so has the American republic.
The French and American empires
are just as fine examples of imperial-
ism as are the British and Japanese

" empires.

But why empire? What of the
“rights of small nations?” What of
“making the world safe for democ-
racy?’ Well, because we human be-
ings have material bodies with mate-
rial needs, every human problem goes
back in last analysis to the fact that
we live in a world of limited size and
limited resources. There doesn’t seem
to be emough stuffl to go round, and
instead of doing teamwork on the job
of mastering the resources of the
world for human good every nation,
that can, spends as much as possible
of its energy trying to get something
away from somebody else or to keep
some other power from getting some-
thing away from it.

There was no American empire to
speak of till the end 6f the nineteenth
century. Up till then economic en-
terprise found plenty to do to gut the
resources of our continental area; but
as soon as everything in sight had
been grabbed, then it was proper to
force a war on Spain in order to steal
whatever she had left that was worth
while. Of course, McKinley had to
do a lot of praying before he decided
that it was right to steal the Philip-
pines, but the answer came right for
the business interests that wanted a
fling in the tropics. From then Amer-
ican expansion has gone on till now
the United States bosses practically
all of North and South America, much
of the Pacific ocean, and, since the
world war, a good part of Europe.

UT tho Uncle Sam is the biggest
toad in the puddle, his claims to
rule the world are not undisputed.
There is the British empire, scattered
over all the seas. John Bull says the
sun never sets on his flag. As one of
his subjects said, it wouldn't be safe
to leave it in the dark! It may be
true that wherever the British flag flies
two blades of grass grew where one
gzrew before, but the Indians and
Kgyptians, and Irish, and the rest
don’t want to eat grass. So the Brit.
ish empire has troubles of its own,
aside from the fact that it has to
watch for fear Uncle Sam will take
over the outlying areas. You remem-
her the United States fleet recently
visited Australia. What for? As a
gentle hint to the Australians that it
might be better to put their trust in
the Stars and Stripes than in the
Union Jack., As for Canada, everyone
knows that it ijs a part of the Ameri-
ran economic system already,
So we're going to read a book by
2 Britisher—The Plebs “Outline of
I‘conomic Geography,” which was
written by J. ¥. Horrabin, and pub

* lidhed for use of the National Council

of Labor Colleges, the revolutionary

workers’ education group in Britain.
Horrabin thinks that the prinecipal job
for the British working class is to
smash the British empire. What do
you suppose he would say to the
American workers?

Let's say that that is a secret, and
that you’ll have to read the book in
order to find out. You'll be interested
to know, also, how Japan fits in, with
her control over a large part of the
Asiatic seas and mainland; also bank-
rupt France, with her crazy ambition
to be a world power, even tho she
hasn’t the means to foot the bills.
Still she’'s bossing the continemnt of
Europe too much to suit Johm Bull.
Maybe the TUgited States will give
France enough rope to hang herself
with while she is trying to get ahead
of the British in Africa and Asia.

HEN there’s Russia. We'll'not call

the Soviet Federation an empire,
for while human nature is the same
in Russia as elsewhere (save insofar
as it has been modified already by
the education following the revolu-
tion) it is to the advantage of Russia
to extend equality to her subordinate
areas and to promote an independent
spirit among all the subject peoples.
But Russia is the biggest thing on the
map, and there's an interesting talé
to tell of her drive to the west and

south and east. If the United States
represents the peak of the dead past,
Russia represents the head and front
of the living future.

But it didn’'t all just happen so.
You’'ll want to know how the world
came to be divided®into the five great
domains, and you'll waht to know
about the breakers ahead. Horrabin
will tell you,

As you read, suppose you look for
answers to these questions, and if you
strike any snags, let's hear about your
troubles.

1. Why do the workers need to
study geography?

2. How does it come that our prob-
lem is a world-wide problem?

3. What has enabled the United
States to assume leadership of the
capitalist world?

4, With which empire is rivalry at
present greatest? Why? What: out-
come is to be expected? 4

5. How much probability is there
that France will be able to outdo
Great Britain?

6. How much is there to the Japan-
ese scare? If it comes to a war be-
tween Japan and the United States,
which will most likely be the ag-
gressor?

7. To what extent can'Russia at-
tend to her own affairs without being

'

-

involved in imperial rivalries?

8. What will become of imperial
ism? How!?

If the plebs text-book has told you
a clear story, you'll see how it supple-
ments what we learned about Ameri-
can history last time. Next time we'll
take a look at the location and extent
of world resources, item by item, as
an introduction to economics,

IN THE NEXT
ISSUE:

A STORY OF SEGREGATION OF
NEGROES. A flaming protest and
call to action by C. O’Brien Robin-
son, ’
Illustrations by Lydia Gibson.

- Ed .

WHAT HAS BECOME OF THE FOR-
MER RULING CLASS OF RUSSIA?
A splendid article by the German
scientist Richard Lewinnsohn,
Translated from the German by
Eden and Cedar Paul.

. - -

LIFE AND STRUGGLES IN IRE-
LAND. A lively narrative by T. J.
O'Flaherty.

Hiustrations by Bob Minor,
Ellis and others,
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