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Press Has Right To Oppose Draft
Postmaster General Tells Socialists

——————

Abolition Of All Profits Is |
Urged By President Wilson In

Gondemning Business Interests

ROFITS must go!” is the only inter-
pretation that can be put on Presi-
dent Wilson’s edict to the big business in-
terests of the country issued Wednesday,
July 11.

The heart of the president’s declaration is
found in the paragraph in which he outlines
what he means by “A just price”. He says:

“A just price must, of course, be paid for
everything the governmgnt buys. By a just
price I mean a price which will sustain the
industries concerned in a high state of effi-
ciency, provide a living for those who con-
duct them, enable them to pay good wages,
and make possible the expansion of their
enterprises.”

(11

& * * *

NO Socialist could demand more. We cer-
tainly believe in maintaining industry at a
high state of efficiency. We certainly believe
in paying a living wage, a good living wage,
to all engaged in industry. We certainly be-
lieve in making possible the. expansion of
industry

This leaves no room for profits. This is the
“War Socialism” that so many of the war-
:ir&g countries of Europe have already adop-

ed.

“FORGET profits!” the slogan of this pres-
idential proclamation to the money changers,
will take its place beside those other happy
phrases that have come from the White
House at Washington, “A War For Demo-
cracy” and “Peace Without Victory”.

As in the past every Socialist in the land
will hope for the substance to follow ‘the
sound of these inspiring enunciations.

* * * *

There is no possible way of realizing this
definition of the President’s other than con-
fiscating the coal, iron, copper, lead and zinc
mines and oil wells, and operating them with-
out profit for the good of the nation. This is
the first step toward Socialism.

It will be this fear of “War Socialism” be-
coming “Real Socialism” that will force the
big business interests to oppose the presi-
dent’s program. Their protests can even
now be heard in Washington.

* * * *

THE president’s declaration on the aboli-
tion of profits for the period of the war shat-
ters some of the most beautiful dreams enter-
tained by our industrial gerlords.

The president’s declaration that there
must be but one price for th government and
the public, is dream shatterer No. 1.

Even before the war started, and every |

day since then, the market letters of Wall

Street have gloated over the fact that altho

the government would force a “just” price

for the things needed, the business interests
would be left free to rob the public to their
heart’s content.

“The public is now as much part of the gov-
ernment as are the army and navy them-
selves. . WE MUST MAKE PRICES TO THE
PUBLIC THE SAME AS PRICE$ TO THE
GOVERNMENT.

“Prices mean the same thing everywhere
now. .They mean the efficiency or the inef-
ficiency of the nation, whether it is the gov-
ernment that pays them or not”.

“PATRIOTISM has nothing to do with
profits”, savs the president’s dream shatterer
No. 2

And all the time big business interests
were complimenting themselves on their pat-
riotism when they cut down profits to a bare
10 per cent or 20 per cent.
fit,” they called it. altho they did not all agree
as to just how much this profit should be.

THE president scores these patriotic pro-
fiteers as follows:

“Il hear it insisted that more than a just
price, more than a price that will sustain our
industries, must be paid; that it is necessary
to pay liberal and unusual profits in order to
‘stimulate’ production; that nothing but pec-
uniary rewards will do—reward in money,
not in the mere liberation of the world”.

Capitalists have always preached that the
hope of acquiring riches is the big incentive
under the competitive system of society.
They have preached that Socialism would
destroy this incentive. Now the president
takes up the cudgels of Socialism and berates
the money monarchs and their false incen-
tive.

With its incentive gone, capitalists must
also go, and on its ruins Socialism will rise
with a new incentive—the liberation of eivi-

lization from wage slavery.
* *® * %*

HAVING taken this decided stand against
profits, the president lashes the ship owners

“A patriotic pro- |

PRESS GAG FIGHT STIRS CAPITOL

Special to The American Socialist.

By J. L. ENGDAHL.
Washington, D. C., July 16—All important
business in two of the big departments of
the national government came to a halt to-
day to give way to the consideration of the
biggest war problem before the nation now—
the freedom of its press.

The story of the American Socialist and
other publications that have been held up
under the espionage law of June 15th was
told to high officials in both the Department
of Justice and the Postoffice Department.

I cannot say now what will be the outcome
of these historic hearings, fraught with the
greatest importance to the liberty loving peo-
ple of the nation, but I believe that a way
has been opened which will make it possible
for socialist, trade union, radical and pacif-
ist publications to continue legally to state
their war views without any serious embar-
rassment from postal officials,.

Many misunderstandings have been swept
aside. In order to guide the editors of publi-
cations most seriously affected, the Depart-
ment of Justice will issue a statement-clearly
defining the application of the censorship

clause of !;he espionage act to newspapers
and magazines.

Must Be Rich To Fight For Liberty.

“I wish they were all so rich they could
fight for their rights and guarantee their
liberties,” declared Postmaster General
Burleson, addressing the committee sent to

Washington by the Socialist Party National

Executive Committee, and others who joined

of press and speech.

It was pointed out to the head of the na-
tion’s postoffice, member of President Wil-
son’s cabinet, that the law was being un-
justly and harshly enforced against the
weakest and poorest publications in the coun-
try. It was shown that the holding up of
even one issue of some of these publications
meant complete suppression.

Then it was that Postmaster General |

Burleson uttered his wish fhat Socialist
newspapers were rich so they could fight for
their rights and guarantee their liberties.

I am sure that altho the AMERICAN SO-
CIALIST may not be endowe? with much
wealth, it has the enthusiastic support of its
great army of readers, which is worth more
to it than riches. '

Remember this—The AMERICAN SO-
CIALIST is going to continue publication.
Keep this in mind—Ilet there be no let up in
sending in subscriptions. The more
readers we get the more powerful we become.

Great Labor Lawyers Gather.

Inspired by their great faith in the cause
they represented, the free press committee
gathered early this morning for a preliminary
conference before calling upon the govern-
ment.

There was Clarence -Darrow, perhaps the
nation’s greatest labor lawyer, and Frank
P. Walsh, chairman of the now famous
United States Commission on Industrial Re-
lations. There was Morris Hillquit, interna-

-them here in the struggle to preserve liberty - " am Sute,

tional secretary and national executive com-
mittee member of the Socialist Party, and
Seymour Steman, one of the founders of our
organization and former member of the Illi-
nois’ legislature. With them were Amos
Pinchot and Roger Baldwin, representing the
civil liberties bureau of the American Union
against Militarism, Miss Fannie May
Witherspoon for the Woman’s Peace Party,
Julian Pierce, Socialist national Committee-
man for the District of Golumbia and Thomas
A. Hickey, editor of The Rebel, spokesman for
the Texas farmers.

This made an impressive delegation as it
went to the Department of Justice building,
where Judge William C. Herron, special as-

'sistant to the attorney general in charge of

the enforcement of the espionage law, re-
ceived them.

Darrow Opens Argument.

Darrow opened the argument for the pa-
pers that had been held up, stating his belief
in the principles of free speech and free
press, whieh are fundamental to American
institutions. He said he had come to Wash-
ington without any hope of compensation for
himself, merely to take advantage of this op-
portunity to raise his voice for liberties thit
he wanted kept alive.

“The espionage act is ambiguous,” he
pointed out. “You can construe anything in
or out of it.”

He said the whole methad of holding up the
16 publications that had already been inter-
fered with was bad. He then told of <the
workings of the cu: :iwvskii under the espio-
nage act, with wi:vt ibw readers of the
AMERICAN SOC .4k, #8
iliar. S
- «“Thig censarghip .7
sion of &, paper;” h:

iy
tions” thaf haveBe -+ -« are perte
willing to comply w%4 the .aw; But I am
sure that no two lav -, s «t;nld construe this
law alike. I am o: v - 1 the question,
‘While fighting for . mwc:r. v, what are we
getting here at horr: * ¥ %ut shall we say
when newspapers a’. beloy suppressed all
about us? We mus: o 2l! we can to safe-

I\ that

guard the rights of . v individual citizens.” |

~ Judge Herron Cives Views.

This was followed by quite an extended
discussion, during which Judge Herron gave
some of his opinions concerning the meaning
of the law. He said the daily papers publish-
ed much that might come under the interpre-
tation of the law, but that this was lost in
the great mass of other matter, whereas it
nearly always completely filled the smaller
Socialist papers, thus making it more promi-
nent.

Morris Hillquit then reviewed the efforts
of the AMERICAN SOCIALIST to comply
with the law, declaring he could find nothing
in the three issues declared unmailable, that
is in violation of the law. Hillquit inquired
whether it was the intention to cut off all
discussion of war and questions that arise
incidental to war.

. “Of course that is not our intention,” said
Judge Herron. “We don’t claim the law calls
for any such thing.” He felt, however, that
we must have regulated freedom of speech
and press.

Walsh Makes Impassioned Plea.

Walsh delivered an impassioned plea for
a free press, declaring we must all do what

we can to preserve the ideals on which our
government is built, '

Pinchot said that the kind of suppression
brought ‘about by the espionage act does not
suppress. “It is the kind of suppression that
defeats itself,” he said. “It doesn’t get any-
where. Suppress these papers and what they
would print is carried from mouth to mouth.”

Stedman urged that the issue be faced
openly, and that an effort be made to find out
what we can and what we cannot say.

This ended the hearing at the Department.
of Justice, which had extended over three
bours, and after which Judge Herron renewed
nis promise to issue a statement giving a
more concrete interpretation and application
of the law.

Can Work For Draft Repeal.

“There isnt the slightest inclination here
to place any limitation on the freedom of the
press,” said Postmaster General Burleson,
after pointing out the provisions of the law.
“It is the right of editors to advocate a repeal
of the draft law, for instance. It is their
right as American citizens. But they must
be careful how they do it.”

He agreed that the wisdom of any attempt
to suppress the press was very doubtful.
In reply to Hillquit’s declaration that some
postmasters under the espionage act might
hold up publications thru personal spite,
Burlesop declared,

“IF ANY POSTMASTER USES HIS POW-
ER TO VENT HIS PERSONAL SPITE ON
ANY PAPER, ’'LL FIRE HIM! TLL CUT
HIS HEAD OFF!”

* * * *

" Hillquit said he would present such a case.
Burleson repeated he had absolutely mno
prejudice against the Socialist press.

Walsh repeated the plea he had made to
dge Herron, declaring ﬁgﬁt Jt)}le law ouggs
Rinterprefed in the light of reagon..a

'é“o%%—deh&%ﬁﬁc and right thing
ought to be done. .

“It is a lamentable fact that these papers
that are being held up are being strangled to
death,” he said. )

He then pointed out the great change in

public opinion that is being brought about

as a result of the war and especially the Rus-
sian revolution, declaring that Socijalist pub-
lications have always fought to correct the
wrongs in the present social order.

“The people of America have been fed on
the idea that this is a free government,” said
Walsh. “These suppressions to the ordinary
mind mean the bringing here of conditions
that prevailed in old Russia and that now
obtain in Prussianized Germany.”

Walsh urged that the -interpretation of
the law be made as clear as possible in order
to minimize mistakes, and then to let it be
known that this is the policy of the govern-
ment.

“By suppressing a paper, you do not sup-
press an editor’s idea,” he said, “you accel-
eraie it. There is nothing that w1l[ bring t}\ls
law irto more disrepute, there is nothing
worse than to have the law in its present
state of indefiniteness, o

“I respectfully ask you on beha’;' ol my
clients that yow make the regulaticns as
clear, as concise, and as definite as you can

nceive.”
cO‘Ijt? is the hope of all socialist editors that
such a clear, concise and definite statement
will be issued by these two departments .of
the government, the Department of Justice
and the Postoffice Department.

of the United States for the exorbitant
freight rates they have been exacting.

Let us remember that the shipping trust
is the International Mercantile Marine Co.,
at, the head of which is J. Pierpont Morgan,
who has without doubt profited more by this
war than any other one man. In referring
to Morgan and other ship owners, the presi-
dent said:

“They are doing everything that high

freight charges can do to make the war a |

failure, to make it impossible”.

~ In this Morgan and his fellow plunderers
are merely repeating their record during

peace times and during past wars. The Mor-
gan fortune, as has often shown, was built :

on the graft that the late J. Pierpont Morgan
was able to get away with during the Civil
War.

E I

Tt just happens that all of the big steel !

producers, who control the American steel
suppiy, constitute the entire eommittec on
steel and steel products of the council of
national defense. }

We quote from an article by Arthur Sears
Henning in the Chicago Tribune, telling of
the meeting of the steel producers to fix steel
prices, as follows:

“The steel producers present were Elbert

H. Gary, chairman of the executive commit-
tee, and James A. Farrell, president of the
United States Steel corporation; Charles M.
Schwab, chairman, and E. G.- Grace, presi-
dent of the Bethlehem Steel corporation; J. A.
Burden, president of the Burden Iron and
Steel company ; E. A .S. Clarke, president of
the Lackawanna Steel company; H. G. Dal-
ton, president of Pickands, Mather & Co.;
A. C. Dinkey, vice president of the Midvale
Steel and Ordinance company; W. L. King,
vice president of the Jones & Laughlin com-
pany; and J. A. Topping, president of the
Republic Iron and Steel company.

“While these men were invited to the con-
ference as the individuals who control the
steel supply of the country, it happens that
they constitute the entire committee on steel

. and steel products of the council of national

defense.

“One cabinet member thought that from
the burden of their arguments the steel men
appeared exclusively as producers.
the manufacturers, however, waxed indig-
nant at this insinuation and asserted that
he and his associates were acting primarily

.as patriotic representatives of the govern-

ment in their capacity as defense council
committeemen.

“Altho all of the participants in the con-

One of |

ference were reticent, it transpired that there
was some heated discussion of the steel ques-
tion.

“More than one veiled charge was made
that the producers have boosted the price
of steel to an inexcusable degree.

“There has been a good deal of talk, chief-
ly promoted by Secretary of the Navy
Daniels, that the government would com-
mandeer the steel plants if the steel produc-
ers failed to come to terms.”

- b ] * *

IT IS inconceivable to us that the profit-

makers in steel, nor the big profiteetrs in any

other industry will separate themselves from
their precious dividends during this war.
Profit is the life’s blood of the capitalist sys-
tem. Take that away and the system dies.

It will not die without a struggle. Talk is
easy, but to break an organization like that
of the Money Kings, united by the lust of
gold, — a strong organization, held together
by the love of life itself, is needed. There is

no possibility of “Patriotism without Profit” |

save in the triuumph of Socialism.

Join us—make the iridescent Presidential
eloquence a prophecy of fact! That must
come—is coming—thru the Socialist Party!

Law

Kaiser's Promised Vote Reform
May Mean Another Red Republic
Socialism Dominant In Germany

_ As we go to press chaos seems to prevail
in Germany. Bethguann-Hollweg?’s resigna-
thn was followed by the appointment of Dr.
Mlqhaehs,. a bureaucratic reactionary, The
Kglger, willing to grant vote reform, is un-
vgll'hng to agree on peace without annexa-
tion or mdqmmty, and the Reichstag insists
on thls._ Michaelis’ appointment seems to be.
a blow in Qhe face of the progressives. If S0,
it seems likely to produce a vast explosion.

The Crovyn Prince, now in power, is hated.
But ’ope.thm.g seems clear in the confusion;

Socialism is gaining the upper hand!

By the Kaiser’s vote reform, granting the
full, secret and equal ballot to all citizens
of Prussia, the Socialist majority in Prussia

will become the controlling factor in the
German Federation.

Then the fall of Kaiserdom cannot be lon
delayed. This vote grant is but an attemp%
tp stave off impending fall. The cry “Long
!lve the German republic” has already echoed
in the halls of the Reichstag. When that
Replzb!lc does come, it will be a Socialist
republic, even as Russia is now.

Rising thru the black clouds of disaster,
the red .sur}burst of the new day first batheé‘
Russia in its crimson rays. Spreading west-
ward the g]awn has broken in Germany. On
westward it will roll; France, now a capitalist
republlc, with a strong Socialist tendency
will clasp hands with a Commonwealth of
Brlta}m in which there is no crown, but a
President or Protector of the united common-
wealths. Ireland will become a Republic, and
in the seat of Padraic Pearse a new Presi-
dent will 'sit. Then on westward!

The whole world turns slowly out of the
black wreckage of the universal disaster into
the bright sunlight of the great new Day—
he.irintoph-af-Wniversal-Peace -in the Co-
operative Commonwealth of the World.

How It Started.

At Easter time the Kaiser delivered an
Imper§al rescript’ in which he promised
sweeping reforms to take place after the
war. The general idea was to be the estab-
hghment of a “Volkskoenigtum”—*“People’s
Kin dom of the Hohenzollerns”. With this
yielding to feed upon, the radical papers be-
gan to shout for more definite terms. A
specific demand for the statement of the war
aims of Germany and especially for an an-
swer to the demand for peace without an-
nexations and without indemnities was rais-
ed. Several times the Chancellor promised”
to reply to this demand. When he finally
gave his answer on July 10, it was with a flat
refusal to accept any such terms.

Immediately the upheaval began to shake
the throne. Over in Saxony, the country of
Luther, Erzberger, a clerical deputy, raised
again the cry of revolution. The main com-
mittee of the Reichstag held stormy session
after session, with each session proving more
and more plainly that the anti-government
forces were in the majority.

Socialist and Catholic forces were united
for internal reform. The Socialists are a
majority in number, and with the Catholics
or Centrists constitute an overwhelming pre-
ponderance, numbering some 225 of the
deputies.

On July 12 the Socialists and Catholics
united in refusal to vote any further war
credit unless the war aims of the empire
were defined, and were satisfactory when so
defined. This was a body blow; for the war
cannot be prosecuted without money, 'and
if the Reichstag refuses to vote money, is
cannot be collected without withdrawal of
the whole army from the front and employ-
ing it against the recalcitrant citizens at
home.

The Kaiser immediately replied with an
order, issued by him in his capacity as King
of Prussia, giving the full, equal and secret
vote to all citizens of Prussia, but without
stating when this vote will begin.

THIS WILL MEAN THAT PRUSSIA
WILL BECOME A SOCIALIST STATE:
FOR THE SOCIALISTS HOLD AN OVER-
WHELMING MAJORITY OF THE VOTERS.
They have been held in subjection only be-
cause of the three-class system of franchise
and the “circle system” of voting, by means
of which the landed proprietors known as
“junkers” have dominated Prussia; and since
Prussia is constitutionally the head of the
Empire, they have dominated the Empire.
Since the German Empire is head of the Teu-
tonic alliance, they have dominated the alli-
ance.

By this vote reform therefore, the Teutonic
Alliance will be dominated by Socialist votes
in Prussia. Whenever the vote reform is put
into effect, Prussia will take its place beside
Russia as a Socialist State—doubtless in
course of time to become a Socialist Republic.
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conditions.

The cardinal demand of Socialism is
the abolition of private ownership in
the principal sources and instruments
of wealth production, and there was
practically no physical basis and no
rational justification for such a de-
mand before about the beginning of
the nineteenth century.

wx -

~ -

AS AN illustration, let us take the
economic condition of the United
States in the early days of the re-
public. The main industry of the
country was agriculture, and land
was plentiful and accessible to all.
The mechanical arts and crafts were
practiced on a small scale, and on the
basis of individual effort and use.
Such tools as there were, were in the
main hand-tools, simple and inexpen-
sive. The old-time mechanic could
readily acquire them and ply his trade
in his home or small workshop. It
was not capital, but skill and knowl-
edge that the worker vequired. As
a rule, the apprentice or helper was
not in a position of permanent de-
pendence upon his employer. He was
a pupil learning the trade from the
“master,”” and as soon as he was
equipped for the task, he could set
up in business as an independent
producer. His tool was his own, his
skill was his own, and the finished
proeduct was his own in the moral as
well ag in the legal sense of the term.
He relied on his_individual efforts for
his living. He had the means for
earning his living always ready at
hand. It is obvious that under such
conditions no advantage ecculd be
gained from socializing the tool or
from national or collective operation
of the industries.

But within the last gencrations a
silent revolution has taken place in
our methods of producing and distrib-
uting wealth. The simple too! of the
old-time mechanic has gradually
evolved into the modern machine of
wonderful complexness and gigantic
dimensions, propelled by steam or
electricity, and oftentimes doing the
work of hundreds of human hands.
The modest workshop of our grand-
fathers has grown into the immense
modein factory under whose roof hun-
dreds, sometimes thousands of work-
ers are congregated for joint labor.

simple tool of his forefathers. He
must have access to the up-to-date
plants, machinery and equipment. His
entire social usefulness depends on
that machinery. Without it he is an
industrial cripple. But the individual
worker cannot own the modern ma-
chine, and the workers collectively do
not own it. The machines, factorie
and plants, the land, mines and rail-
roads—in brief, all the modern sources
and instruments of wealth production
are owned and controlled by a class
of persons other than the workers.

The most gruesome picture of
physical and mental torture ever
evolved by the human brain is prob-

ably the familiar fable of Tantalus.

The victim of divine wrath stands in
water up to his chin with the choic-
est fruit hanging over his head. He
is maddened with thirst and hunger.
He eagerly bends his parched lips to
the cool and sweet water around him
and stretches his trembling hand for
the luscious fruit temptingly dangl-
ing before his eyes. But the water
always recedes, the fruit always re-

treats, and Tantalus is left to starve

amid plenty.
*®

THE morbid imagination of Greek
antiquity has become a social and
economic - fact in modern America.
Our country abounds with natural
wealth. Millions of workers yearn for
the necessaries of life. The material
for the production of these neces-
saries is right around them. They
are eager to make their food and
clothing with their own toil. They
have the requisite skill and ability.
But between them and their living
stands the capitalist owner with pow-
er to withhold its use from the peo-
ple. In normal times about two mil-
lion workers in this country are de-
nied the right to work, and in times
of acute industrial depression the
number of “unemployed” mounts to
five millions or more. Yet all that
time the people need food and com-
modities, and are ready to produce
them, and all that time the land
abounds with raw material waiting
for the magic touch of labor to be
turned into consumable products.
Our economic system condemns 'phe
worker to suffering and privation
amid wealth and affluence.

* x *
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A Document 'For The Times

lave We Maoe Goop?

AFTER 141 YEARS OF DEMOGRAGY

come true.

A Careful Examination of the Declaration of Independence

as compared with the

Industrial Relations Commission Report

Our Government's Indictment of the Capitalist System proves that
Socialism must come in order to make the Declaration of Independence
SHOW IT TO DOUBTERS.

Price & cents a copy - - 82.00 a hundred

National Office, Socialist Party
803 WEST MADISON STREET, CHICAGO, ILL.
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To meet the demand and at the same time extend the
Hand of Greeting, we have prepared

elcome Packets

X Consisting of eighty-five cents worth of carefuly select-
+ ed Socialist Literature, for the especial benefit of new mem-

Fifty Cents

Tach packet contains a Card of Welcome signed by the

GET A NEW MEMBER WITH EVERY WELCOME PACKET

If you know some one who is hesitating on the Brink
¢i Membership present him with a Welcome Packet and a
few well-chosen words. He will join.
This special reduction is made for the particular benefit of the new

members who are asking for enligthenment. But every
old member can take advantage of it.

The Packet contains:
“Public Ownership of Railways”, by Carl D. Thompson; price 10 cents.
Py Anna
“What’s So and What Isn’t”, by John M. Work, new and revised edi-

“The Truth About Socialism”, by Allan L. Benson; price 25 cents.
“The Usurped Power of the Courts”, by Allan L. Benson; price 5 cents.
*“The Farmer,” by Clyde J. Wright; price 10 cents.

#lGHTY-FIVE CENTS WORTH—FOR NEW MEMBERS
PRICE FIFTY CENTS.

THE SOCIALIST PARTY
STREET, CHICAGO,

Tos%ee’ 1700%4%04%06%00%00706%04%04%0¢% 6% 6% e %4200 % L0400 ¢ %0 e%0e?
XEAXIX ORI DE X XTI IIIITIX IS

200020050450 6% 450400 6700 % %0404 6%04% % 6% 62042 600 6% 4% 420620020 6%0.6204%04%50% 6047065 %0 605 6% 6204%0.4% 020480 4% 6% ¢ 04% 6%56% % 6% 6% ¢%0aP0o"
LR XEXIXDENEXEXDIXDXIRINEX DRI R XXX XX DX IR ERTX N XTIINEXAX AKX TE IR RN Y

Get A Welcome Packet For Every New Member

Hosts of new members are pouring into the Socialist
Party. They are asking for Books and Reading Matter op
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-annuities or dividends and from other

labor unions is making great progress
in Canada.

The main work of the Trades and
Labor Congress of Canada now is to
bring the same burden on wealth that
is being placed on labor. For this
purpose a conscription card ,on the
rich has been devised by the union
leaders, in which they hope to have
registered the exact nature and
amount of the incomes of the wealthy.

Would Register Rich.

Thi§ registration card asks the enu-
meration of .the income derived from
land or property, from interests,

sources as well, and finally takes a’
census of the amount of land and
buildings, jewels and plate, automobi-
les and other possessions of the indi-
vidual wealth possessor.

Then this question is asked:

“Do you claim exemption from
placing at the disposal of your
country the whole of your in-
come and possessions? (Specify
grounds.)”

“We give all we have. Why shouldn’t
the rich, who have something to give,
turn theirs over to the state,” is the
naive way the labor men put this
proposition.

Refuse To Work For Profit.

J. C. Watters, president of the
Trades and Labor Congress of Canada,
makes this view perfectlv clear in a
statement that has been sent to the
labor unions of Canada, in which he
says:

“I am strongly of opinion, then,
that the greatest and most patriotic
service we can render to our couhtry
our motherland and our allies in, the
struggle to preserve our liberties and
our democracy is, on the day con-
scription of man power is put into
force to supplement the pledge of the
prime minister by forcing the govern-
ment to conscript material weatlh
thru every worker in the Dominion
refusing to work for the gain of the
private profiteer and offering his serv-
ice to the uation, and the nation
alone.

“In other words, not a wheel of in-
dustry would turn, save only for the:
nation in its hour of need. Not a
mine, railway, mill or factory neces-
sary to be operated for the success-
ful prosecution of the war would be
operated for the profit of the owners
of such, but solely for the purpose, in
conjunction with man power, for mili-
tary purposes, to protect the nation.

“If our liberties and our democracy
are at stake, the government will
gladly and courageously conscript the
material wealth of the nation to per-
mit of work being executed for the
nation by eliminating the last vestige
of profit.

“If such is not done, then we have
either been deceived, as the existence
of the state is in danger, or betrayed,
as the whole power of the nation is
not being consecrated to the task of
winning the war.”

bleeds to death and awaits from them
helr in the struggle for the speedy
ending of the war on the basis of
camplete renunciation of indemnities
and annexations by all the govern-
ments—neutral and belligerent.

Imperialists Now Active.

“The explanation to western Eu-
rope’s proletariat, of the great prob-
lem the Russian revolution must solve
will meet with obstizate resistance
from imperialistic circles in allied and
hostile countries and from the capi-
talistic newspapers in Germany, Aus-
tria-Hungary. England and France,
because the press has distorted the
significance of the Russian events.

“The governments of England,
France, Germany and Austria-Hun-
gary have done all in their power to
prevent the Russian revolution’s voice
penetrating into other nations.

“We can not say today that the Rus-
sian revolution has found a worthy
understanding and a corresponding
echo among other nations. This un-
derstanding will come and this echo
will respond, but perhaps not as soon
as we would like to hear it. And time
does not wait.

“Without the support from the de-
mocracies of the entire world the Rus-
sian revolution will never achieve the
ending of the war on its platform.”

Must Overcome Capital.

Defining the aims of the revolution,
the extremists declare that the only
way to gain them is to sever all con-
nections with the capitalistic elements,
seize the supreme power, and subject
all capitalistic elements to revolution-
ary democracy’s rule.

The workmen and soldiers’ council,
commenting on this suggestion, say.
“though in general agreeing with
those aims, we think the time is not
ripe for enforeing them decisively,
because the democracy is not yet
sufficiently organized and consolidated.
Furthermore, we believe co-operation
with the capitalistic elements, which
slightly incline to certain democratic
tendencies, still is possible. Conse-
quently, breaking with those elements
and seizure of the power by the coun-
cil at the present time, would cause
civil war in the near future, in the
storm of which all the successes
gained by the revolution would perish.

“The correctness of the political
line thus indicated by the councils is
verified by events of the last three
months. Revolutionary Russian demo-
cracy, represented by an overwhelm-
ing majority of organized forces, has
now only to follow that line.

“If is does, the constitutional as-
sembly will bestow upon the demo-
cracy powers on a legal basis and will
reduce the danger of a civil war to a

minimum.”
for the worthy poor.

A Word For The Poor
A short time ago I saw a news

Socialists Supreme

A returned Socialist traveler from
Yucatan, Mexico, describes the re-
markable supremacy of the Socialists
in that state. The workers have con-
trol. The stevedore’s union, with the

i the noble efforts of some ladies
- NewYork City,
i quite a number of bushels of potato

By MARY /. PATTERSON.
WISH to make a plea for the
further conservation of garbage
item in a daily paper, which told of
in
accumulating

in
parings from hotels and restaurants,
for the worthy poor. (None but the
worthy need apply.)

It gave me a glow of pride to think
of members of my own sex willing to

aid of Gov. Salvadore Alvarado, has

complete control of the shipping. The;

railroad workers’ union is so strong:
that even the president of the semi-
public corporation that operates the
railroads has had to take out a union;
card. i

The revolutionary government en--
courages cooperative trading estab-:
lishments, the free distribution of land
to the natives, and is rapidly building :
schools. In a recent election in Meri-:
den, 99 per cent of the vote went to
tha2 Socialist candidates—all the rest
going to the capitalists.

devote themselves to so beautiful a
cause.. We all know the satisfaction

- we derive from digging up a lot of old
. clothes,
. wouldn’t wear to a dog fight)

(which  personally we
and
unloading them on the worthy poor.

But the food question opens new
avenues. Who of us would not be
willing to save our tea and coffee
grounds, for distribution among the
humble ones! Think of the corn cobs
which will go to waste, that would
make nourishing soup.

Indeed the possibilities are limit-
less. But these are merely a few sug-

the hated service, and then—a decla-
ration of war. This is the experience
of the author of this book who finally
escaped to America after fourteen
months service. Caught in the military
machine and universal military ser-
vice he was with the first troops in the
march across Belgium and part of
France and
from the Marne. |
It is in the account of the horrors
of war, the feelings of the soldiers,
their quiet talks among themselves,
the insane lust for blood once the
most humane of them were thrust into
battle, and the longing for peace
among the soldiers that the reader
will find the greatest interest. His
description of the fighting is a plain
recital without any attempt to stir
the feelings of the reader, yet for
sheer horror it rivals anything ever
recorded in fiction.
Yet there is hope. He tells of
the hatred of the men for the officers
who remain in the rear and direct the
firing, of their comfortable auto-
mobiles and food accomodations in
contrast with the treatment of the
soldiers. What is more, there are Ger-
man officers lying “somewhere in
France” who received a bayonet in
the back or a knife in the stomach at
the hands of German soldiers. How
many of these professional auto-car
warriors have thus fallen there is no
means of knowing. But discontent is
ripe among the German rank and file
and this is no doubt true of the other
armies. It is the one hopeful item in a
dreary waste
-—James Oneal.

A GERMAN DESERTER’S WAR
EXPERIENCE.

Revelations of Real Conditions in

the German Armv—Frightful and
True. Four Editions Already Ex-
hausted.

Price $1.00.

National Office Socialist Party.
803 W. Madison St., Chicago, Ill.

Thirty thousand people are reported
to have demonstrated in favor of
peace in the Harad district of Aus-
tria.

The Road To Power.

ANY thousands of Kautsky’s

great book, ‘“The Road to
Power,” have been sold. The
original price was 25c per copy.

We bought a lot at a cheap price
and can let you have them at 10
cents each. This is a classic and
should be read by every Socialist.
Order now.—Socialist Party, 803
W. Madison St., Chicago.
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Send a dime for 100 copies of

“Protect Your Rights”
by Ralph Korngold.
June Leaflet of the Socialist

Party.

The Real Liberty Bonds
Send 2 dimes for 200, 3 dimes
for 300, 75 cts. for one thousand.

Everyone delivered to a neigh-
bor means a Bond to Liberty
and Future Peace.

THE SOCIALIST PARTY

803 West Madison Street,
Chicago, Il
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BIRTHDAY WEEK EXTENDED

Because of the unsettled state of mind of many of our best workers we have been requested to ex-

tend the Birthday Subscription Week for another issue.

Here is the blank; make good use of it!

The American Socialist,

NAME ADDRESS

Help Celebrate Our Birthday Week!

y

803 W. Madison St., Chicago, IlL

Here is the result of my efforts during “BIRTHDAY WEEK” of OUR
PAPER to help increase the list of our readers up to the Million Mark.

STATE

CITY

TIME OF SUB.
6 MOS. ONE YEAR

Address ......

Name of Sender. ..ottt ittt ittt ttenensenesenesonsoesesnsneeanane

D A B S AP

Our Subscription Rates:—50 cents ner year; 25 cents for six months.

.. State..........
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L3

2>

®
%'

o

*'

% &,
0:0 X

"

803 WEST MADISON STREET

PRI I I Ry %000 e%00%0e% ¢ % o0 e 0a%04% % o0 e%0%0 %P0 4%0e% 0 o0 s¥0a%%0 s % e 0 e 0o o
XTI XX TN SO DD KA D DRI DX DT XY

oo}

- CHICAGO, ILL.

K3

o,
"

D

e

oe®e%o% o%0s 00’

0% %% s

'§~:~:%20-:*0:":":“2“2":“2“:~:~2~2~:~:~:~:~:~:“2":~:~2-:~Z~:-:-:~:~:~2~0200:“:“2“:«:“:“:“}~:»:-Z~:~:~‘2~2':§:
:}: THE STORY OF MEXICO IS NOT YET ALL TOLD. :§:
.i. Get a copy of Gutierrez de Lara’s book '§°
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% THE MEXICAN PEOPLE: 3
0‘ " °w.
{ THEIR STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE %
.i: And refresh your memory with the history of our neighbor republic: :§:
:;, It leads the way to Socialism. Read and learn how. &
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3 Jack London’s Novels 3
ks Greatest of all American novelists of the wild life, Jack London’s :::
.§. fame grows greater after his death. His books are powerful, vivid, &
% thrilling, enchanting. :i.
&  CALL OF THE WILD MOON : FACE &
%  ADVENTURE ' THE GAME %
§  LOST FACE WAR OF THE CLASSES %
3 —Fifty Cents Apiece—— &
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FREE SPEECH UPHELD.

According to a Baltimore dispatch
to the Chicago Examiner, “The right
of free speech was upheld by Federal
Judge Rose, who discharged a man
bronght before him for opposition to
the draft law. He stated a person
may express disapproval of any law
passed by the government.”

Henry M. Hyde, writing in the
Chicago Tribune, says that, “At the
stockyards alone, it is reported on
excellent authority, about 1,000 Ne-
groes who apply for work each
morning are turned away. Many of
these people—and the number in-
creases—are brought to Chicago as
the result of what are actually false
representations.”

Ten Socialists are now serving
terms of one year each in the house
of correction at Detroit, Mich., for
failure to register. The cases of Ell-
wood B. Moore and Morris Frucht,
University of Michigan students, are
still to be heard on the same charge.

pre

_Members of the group of 13 suffra-
gists who were arrested on July 4th
for picketing the White House and
sentenced to jail for “obstructing the
traffic” and “holding unlawful meet-
ings” were welcomed back into the
suffrage fold after their release by a
committee of the National Woman’s
Party and by an audience that filled
the ball room of the Ritz-Carlton

Hotel in Washington. “It was terrible” | ——=

THISF

was the description of the jail given
by the women. *

“It is of the utmost importance
that there shall be no lowering in the

|

i

efficiency of our system of education”,,

says Dr. P. P. Claxton; United States
commissioner of education, discussing
education and the war.

The demand that the rich province
of Quebec secede from the Dominion
of Canada and set up a new republic

on the banks of the St. Lawrence river

is made in a sensational editorial in
L’Ideal Catholique, generally regarded
as the semi-official spokesman of the
French Canadian Catholic clergy. The
paper is violently flghting the draft
law. LaCroix, another Roman Catho-
lic organ published here, also makes
? frank attack on the conscriptio‘n
aw.

Henry Jager, New York Socialist

speaker, who was released from Black-
well’s Island recently, after serving

a three months’ sentence for holding -

a meeting in Madison Square, New
York City, has issued a letter voicing
his appreciation of the splendid
aksistance rendered to Mrs. Jager and
to himself during the term of his
incarceration.

Jeannette Rankin, congresswoman
from Montana, has won her fight to
stop working women more than the
legal number of hours in the ‘gov-
ernment bureau of engraving and
printing at Washington. She has been
spurred on by this victory to ask the
house labor committee for a general
investigation of the hours of labor
for all women in government employ
thruout the country.

Walter G. Mathewson, member of
the California ‘Industrial Welfare
Commission, announces that the com-
mission of which he is a member
will estaplish $10 per wecek as the
minimum wage for women.

Prof. Edward de Valera of Dublin
university, a Sinn Feiner, has been
elected to parliament from East
Clare. He received 5,010 votes against
2,035 for Patrick Lynch, the na-
tionalist candidate. Prof. De Valera
is one of the Sinn Feiners arrested
at the time of the revolution last year
and recently released from prison.

i
1

|

John M. Baer, of Fargo, N. D,
supported by the Nonpartisan League,
has been elected to congress in the
face of opposition from both old par-
ties. This is the first entry of this
farmer’s organization into national
politics.

Americz;; Lahor
Year Book

SHOULD BE IN EVERY
WORKINGMAN’S HOME

50 cents per copy
25 to 100 40 cents

37% cents

ORDER NOW!
From NATIONAL OFFICE
SOCIALIST PARTY
803 West Madison St., Chicago, Il

Clubs And Dubbs
‘(By Oscar H. Adkinson)
Country clubs are built by Dubbs,
Better known as workers.
They live on spuds and wear old duds
To furnish joy for shirkers.
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JUST YOUR NAME
You don’t need money to get an suto-
’ Bldy.. Topeka, Kansas
SOTTTITTITIN4

mobile. Let me give you one of my brand

new, never used, latest model, five-pas-
My It tells how to get the BOOK

senger Ford Touring Cars. | have given
away dozens of themn. You might as well
have one, too. If you have no auto and
want one, send me your name right away,
and say: ‘I want to get one of your Ford
Genuine Kentucky
v Natural LEAF Tobacco, direct
from the grower. How to make yow
own cigars, smoking and chewing tobacce
at home for one-fifth store prices, how tc

oars.” A post-card will do.
avoid the revenue tax, cut_the muddiemen's

Y oone
% Send Us No Money
300 Cal;l!tl::l)ADs AUTO CLUB
profits and help bust the Tobacco Trust.

How to save most all the money you now
spend for tobacco and still have the finest
on earth. The kind we who raise it use at
home, where « grows. Alsa FREE a bottl
of Kentucky Flavoring Mixture, to improvt
its fragrance. The Tobacco Book 1s FREE. \Vrite for one today

Address MOSS J. BEALL, The Trust Buste:
X F.D. 4L CAVE CITY KENTUCKY

B GET MY PRICES

1 can ship at once any gize or style WITTE

High-Grade Engine—2 to 22 H-P.—Keroseneor
Gasoline~Stationary, Portable or Saw-Rig=
. ready to run--Guaranteed b Years. You
don’t hrve to wait 6 to 8 weeks for
a WITTE. You pave $26
to $100. Choiceof engincs
53! ov::grrEusPuyknen‘ts. l,ﬂ'yg‘l‘cc {con -

e

mall B, e Witte Bros, 0Y Fetum g
WITTE ENGINE WORKS,
Kansas City, Mo,

Pitisburgh, Pa,

-

ED. H. WITTE

o vy Oakland Ave,
460 ggpir Bldg.

Cut out this ad and mailit to us, with your name ard
addreas&no money); and we willsend you our FAMOUS
KARNAK RAZOR by return mail, ;i)ostpaid. You may use
the razor for 80 days FREE; then, if youlikeit, pay us
11.86. If you don’tlikeit returnit. SEND NG MONEY.
RORE COMPANY. 486 More Building, St. Louis, Mo,

FI{FE——G MONTHS — IAVESTING FGR —PROFIT
4 a monthly Guide to Money-Making.
Talls now $10U grows to $2,200-—how to get
richer quickly and honestly. H. L. BARBER,
Pub. 474, 32 W. Jackson FElvd., Chicagoe.

WANTED—Farmers, for cooperative farm-
ing here, $300 start.
H. SAWDON, ST. ELMO, TENN.

m AR

gain.

WITHOUT

on Food, Labor or Industry
Will you think or pay? The Nation creates all land valyes—
ustice demands their use for National Defense—not for private .
Tax on land values alone with no other taxes whatever will provide entire annual national

budget—even five billion dollars. Willforce idle land into use. Increasecrops. Stimulateindustry.

Reduce taxes for 959, of the people.

Will not raise prices or reduce production.

Booklet free. NATIONAL SINGLE TAX LEAGUE, Cincinnati.

L

Dent.



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year.

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, JULY21,1917%

25 Cents for Six Months.

——
-

. “All the national boundaries on earth and all the selfish interests that may profit by maintaining conditions of enmity among men, cannot for long
silence the world-message, that even out of the blood and welter of the world war struggles for expression—I AM MY BROTHER’S KEEPER!—-AND ALL
MEN ARE MY BROTHERS!’”—Mayor Van Lear of Minneapolis, to the National Editorial Association.

New Machinery Forcing
Brotherhood on World at War

Cries Van

principal speakers at the Convention

recently held in that city. The local press, always hostile to the Socialists,
quoted from VanLear’s speech as a matter of form and followed this up with
mild sarcasm, but hesitated to challenge the issues raised. Van Lear’s speech

was as follows:
WHAT VAN LEAR SAID:

N SPITE of the agony of our time,
I the world it seems to me is a

more satisfactory place to live in
than it has hitherto been. For this I
believe Tennyson has stated .the best
reason in these words:

“The individual withers but the
world is more and more.”

A strange force has arisen in the
world to teach men a new answer to
the question:

“Am I my brothers’ keeper?”

Through a century and more of
rampant individualism, the answer
moest commonly given to that ques-
tion has been, ‘“No—every man for
himself and the devil take the hind-
most.” The time had not come when
the commandment that men love one
another could become a reality in the
lives of men. Slowly but surely, how-
ever, men learn that each must be his
brother’s keeper, not only for the sake
of the brother but for his own sake
as well. Nor has it been thru the
preachments of the preacher nor the
thunderings of the moralists that men
have learned their lesson, but thru
the new force of which I speak, the
modern machine of industry. Around
this machine men touch elbows. Here
they learn the common pain and the
common failure. They hear the in-
sistent cry for bread coming up out
of the heart of life and they all under-
stand that language.

Machine Is Harsh Teacher.

Eight men working on a steam
shovel, and doing, by the way, the
work that two hundred men were re-
quired to do with hand shovels, learn
the necessity for the practice of bro-
therly love as the hand shovel -men
could never do. The strike or the
lockout comes and Jack sees that his

_baby is hungry and that Jim’s baby
is hungry no less. He learns that in
order to protect his baby he must
protect Jim’s baby, too. Jack and Jim
tramp to the next town in search of
work and there they find themselves
black-listed and that the babies of the
workers have no protectior. Presently
they learn that the only way to make
the world a safe place for any child
is to make it safe for all the children
born to the earth.

The modern machine, tho a bringer
of good tidings, is a harsh teacher.
Under private control it has not be-
come the servant of men, but rather
it has been a burden on the backs of
those who used it, sapping their
energy ruthlessly while it used them
and throwing them out when it had
glutted the market with wares which
their wages would not permit them
to buy. As the private possession of
individuals, operated for private pro-
fit, the machine has increased the
productive power of men but its
private control prevents a correspond-
ing increase in the ability of men to
buy and consume.

Morgan Likes China.

Machine-made goods have traveled
the world over and the machine, itself
a commodity, has followed its product
to the remotest corners of the earth.
Not only has cotton gone into India
but the machinery for making cotton
cloth has gone there, and the cheap
children in the textile works of India
have displaced the stalwart men of
Fall River, Massachusetts. Steel rails
have gone into China but also the
machinery for the manufacture. of
steel rails have gone. The late J. P.
Morgan was reported to have said that
on account of the cheap labor available
in China, that country is an ideal
place for the manufacture of steel. It
was suspected that Morgan could dis-
cuss steel spelled either way with a
good deal of understanding.

With the machine has come the age
of manufacture for profitable sale and
its inevitable accompaniment, the
cheapening of men. The legal right
to manufacture for profit has carried
with it the logical right to seek and
defend profitable markets. National
competition for these markets has be-
gotten the colossal armaments of the
competing nations and the brutal
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destruction of men in the modern

Thomas Van Lear, Socialist mayor of Minneapolis, was one of the | used on children.

commercial wars. It has remained for |
the twentieth century to give us the!
spectacle of a civilized world so-called
turning the highest scientific knowl--
edge of our time to the destruction of
the best results of that same knowl-:
edge which have accrued since the
world emerged from the Dark Ages.,
Mixed motives and impulses have had:
their influence in the present war, but .
no man who has listened to the pro-;
foundest words of the professional
statesmen of our time will deny the
pred‘ommance of the commercial'
motive—no man will deny that the’
desire for wider empire and for the,
opportunity to sell profitably the pro-:
ducts of the unpaid labor of workers|
has been fundamental in driving thei
peoples of the world into the present
war, :

Machine Teaches Brotherhood.

The machinery of industry has been
a potent teacher of brotherhood. The
machinery of warfare is an irresistible
teacher. Men may bow to the inevit-
able necessities' of the war, but they
are nevertheless in rebellion against
it, and the clearly audible cry that
goes up against this universal fratri-
cide can never more be stilled. All
the national boundaries on earth and
all the .selﬁsh interests that may profit
by maintaining conditions of enmity
among men cannot for long silence
the world message that even out of
the blood and welter of the war
struggles for expression—“l am my
brother’s keeper and all men are my
brothers.” '

I have wished to speak briefly to'
this body today of the press and the
place of the press in that great tide.
of things which, regardless of our:
personal opinions and wishes, bears.
us onward to some great fulfillment.:

Now, as ever, most of the people:
spend most of their time in the bread-.
getting activity, in the work of wealth-
getting. Out of these activities the
economically - powerful draw their:
luxuries. the economically weak their.
meager living. Industry is the founda-
tion of life, first because it is the
source of life and secondly because it
absorbs the greater part of the time
and the energies of the people.

Industry Great Game Of Life.

i The great bone of contention in our
time is industrial control. Industry
is the great game of life. Next in
importance to industry must be held,
perhaps, government which gives us
the law or the rule of the industrial
game. To control the game itself it
is clearly necessary to control the
body that makes the rules for the
game. In countries like out own which
have democratic forms and democratic
traditions, it is necessary to control
the opinions of men in order to control
the government, since men vote large-
ly as they think. You will see that I
am driving straight at the press as a
maker of public opinion. My formula
it set forth in so many words would
be that those who control industry
must control the government in order
to safeguard their privileges. In order
to control the government it is ne-.
cessary to control the opinions of men
who, theoretically at least, make the-
government. Those who hold industrial
control must establish what may be
called institutional control—that is,
control of government and the sources
of public opinion which in our time
are conceded to be the press, the
school, the stage, the church, but to-
day it is the press with which we have
particularly to do.

Men intimate with publicity business
would, I believe, be the last to deny
the power of what has been aptly
called “the business man’s thumb-
:screw” in the editorial office.

| Ruled By Advertisers.

Labor troubles in Indianapolis, in
Akron, Ohio, in the Michigan metal
camps. in the Colorado and West
Virginia coal camps and elsewhere,
have served to expose the trail of the
i beast. The commercial clubs gave
;orders to the bankers; the bankers!
{ thru their control of credit gave orders
i to the merchants, and they thru their
 control of advertising gave orders to
the press. The press gave to the
veople what their largest advertisers
nermitted them to givi. I believe it
is granted that publications receive
from five to ten dollars in advertising
for every single dollar they receive
from subscriptions.

In an editorial convention held in
Albany some years ago, S. S. McClure
. was reported to have expressed the
- opinion that his calling was badly
' prostituted by the selfish business
interests which controlled it, and I be-
lieve that no serious issue was taken
with his statement.

When some eighteen women andI
children, burned and shed like rain,:
of the emissaries of the Colorado Fuel
and Iron Company, the press general-:
' 1y softpedaled the story. The ROCKY |
"MOUNTAIN NEWS, however, was]
uncompromising in its critisism and:
on April 14, 1914, made the following
editorial comment:

“The horror of the shambles at Lud-
low is overwhelming. Not since the
‘day when pitiless red men wreaked
vengeance upon intruding frontiers-
"men and upon their women and chil-
dren has the western country been
stained with so foul a deed.

“The blood of the women and
children, burned and shed like rain,
cries aloud from the ground. The
great state of Colorado has failed
them. It has betrayed them. Her
militia which ghould have been the
impartial pe‘tsddirs of the peace,

have acted as murderous gunmen.'publicity man for the Pennsylvania

The machine guns which played in the
darkness upon the homes of humble
men and women, whose only crime
was an effort to earn an honest living,
were bought and paid for by the mine
owners. Explosive bullets have been
Does the bloodiest
deed in the French Revolution ap-
proach this in hideousness?”

By September 22nd of the same
year, the Rockefeller interests had
bought the ROCKY MOUNTAIN
NEWS, and its editorial columns gave
1evidence of the new control as fol-
ows:

Evidence Of Rockefeller Control.

“In the rush of events attending the
early days of the strike there was
difficulty in obtaining accurate in-
formation on what was going on. It
it probably true that our newspapers
made many statements which were
mere rumors, and many other state-
ments which. if true, had better not
have been published. In the stress of
the conflict Colorado people took issue
and became partisan on one side of
the other. They may have said things
which only increased the intensity of
the struggle, and done things which
they would not have done had they
taken time for sober second thought.

“If the News in the heat of the con-
flict, printed reports that came to it
over the wires that proved to be only
rumors, and in that way inadvertently
injured the state, this paper acknowl-
edges and deeply regrets such
mistakes and will seek earnestly to
rectify them.”

Volume 9 of the Final Report and
Testimony of the Industrial Relations
Commission goes far to establish the
fact that the reddest news which came
over the wires scarcely did justice to
the situation at Ludlow.

The part played by the press of
Europe in fomenting the war and in-
cidentally in helping munitions makers
to sell their wares has been somewhat
fully exploited by Clyde H. Tavenner
and others on the floors of Congress.

Broadly speaking, the program of
those who hold industrial control is to
buy labor cheap and to sell the pro-
ducts of labor dear. One needs to be
only superficially familiar with the
offerings of the influential press in
America to understand how fully it
furthers this program. A strong
militaristic order is_desired by the
industrial lords of America. Every
measure proposed for the strengthen-
ing ‘of militarism here, however little
it may accord with the ideals of demo-
cracy, has received the unequivocal
support of the great press. It is ob-
servable, however, that the proposals
for national food control or for the
discouragement of exorbitant profits
to railroads during the war crisis, does
not fare so well at its hands. To
instance: When the munitions makers
of America offered their goods to the
government at a ten per cent profit,
thus sacrificing, as they stated, the
difference between this tem per cent
and the 30 per cent which they could
command abroad, the press sang loud
paeans in praise of the patriotism of
the munition makers. Later when
these munition makers tried to dodge
payment of the war taxes, the press
for the most part soft-pedaled again.
One of the most influential of our
Jocal dailies gave what would amount
to a paragraph of news space in an
obscure position in its pages to this
tax dodging story, though it was news
which would be. eagerly read by a
majority of citizens. No editorial
comment on this breach of patriotic
spirit on the part of the munition
makers has yet appeared in the local
press.

Press Aids Railroad Grab.

When CQlifford H. Thorne proved

-before the Interstate Commerce Com-

mission in 1910, from figures submit-
ted by the railroads. that there was
no justification for the increase in
rates for which the roads were asking,
not a word of his testimony appeared
in the press reports, altho the testi-
mony of the railroads was given in
full.

It is well known to this assembly
that the art of suppression in publicity
work is no small palt of the game.
Not many years ago a baby was killed
by the fall of an elevator in one of
the large department stores of this
city. The mother was taken in a state
of unconsciousness to a hospital and

the baby lay until the evening con-;

cealed in the building where it had
met its death. The young reporter
who got a scoop on the story had his

"trouble for his pains for not a stick

of news on the occurence ever ap-
peared in the daily press.
Mr. Ivy L. Lee, for many years
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Railroad, and later employed .by the
Rockefeller interests in connection
with the labor troubles in southern
Colorado, gives some rather interest-
ing suggestions concerning mass psy-
chology:

“From the beginning of history,
popular leaders have taken account of
the fact that the people in the mass
move upon impulses different from
those of individuals.

“In the first place, crowds do not
reason. It is impossible to induce a
crowd to proceed toward any propo-
sition on a logical basis.

“Again, crowds are led by symbols
and phrases. Joseph Chamberlain
when he was advocating the Boer
War, had only to dub those opposed
to him as ‘Little Englanders.’

“Success in dealing with crowds,
that success we have to attain if we
are to solve  the railroad question,
rests upon tfe art of GETTING BE-
LIEVED IN. :

“In the use of symbols we must re-
place with sound phrases and symbols
those symbolic words, symbolic terms
and phrases that have got into the
public mind and created a false im-
pression. We have heard a great deal
about ‘full crew’ laws. The labor
people were very happv in their se-
lection of the term ‘full crew.” Now
if we had referred to that from the
beginning as ‘extra crew’ it seems to
me we would have made considerable
more headway than we did..........

“What we say to the public it seems
to me must be with reference to its
effect and not specially with reference
to its logical sequence. You cannot
argue with the public.” )

Must Change Work Conditions.

Now I have come before you with

grateful appreciation of your invita-
tion to be here and what { have said

I hope you will accept rather as an!
analysis than as a criticism. For many’
yvears my political effort has been di-.
rected toward securing the social|
control of our industrial processes and
the production of goods for use and
not for profit, In the meantime I blame
no man and no group of men for act--
ing as they must act in the premises
in order to protect themselves. ‘

My contention is that we must
change the conditions under which
men.are called upon to work. I think
I am quite safe in saying that there
is no person within the sound of my
voice who does not chafe at the restric-.
tiens which surround his work, who
does not feel the unjust handicaps
which powerful business interests are
able to impose upon the honest efforts
of publicity men. :

I but repeat what I have said be-,
fore in another form when I say that
there can be 1 .te i *'of any sort
until the oppo:: .«.i: cet bread is
free. The mas- road are the

masters ,of life . .. - rything ‘in-
cidental to life _.i. 10t need a
new kind of new. .~ - “.:n so much
as we need full /... +. "~ all news-
paper men. W= o ro -ced a new

kind of teacher in .* »...1s so much

as we need to % i privilege
which gives up powe. interests
that are injured »v “*v:. .ung of the

truth. -

We do not need rainisters with a
new call to grace arfd truth as much
as we need an order of society under
which no, man shall be permitted to
tell our finisters that they dare not
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ un-
less that gospel conforms to the in- |
terests of those who are willing to]
play the part of money changers in|
the temple.

—THOMAS VAN LEAR.

Difficulties Confront |

Labor Paper in Alaska
By R. E. HEGNER.

We are having here in Anchorage,
Alaska, a fine sample of the tactics
which are being resorted to out in the
states and judging from our exper-
iences up here we have a pretty good
idea of what is going on outside.

The owner of the Times Publishing
Company whose printing plant we
hired to print the Alaska Labor News
agreed to publish the paper for a per-
centage of the gross receipts and we
had entire control of the editorial
policy and reading matter. The owner
of the plant left here last October and
the manager of the plant was at the
mercy of the contract which gave us
the right to publish anything we
wanted to put in the Alaska Labor
News.

On the arrival of Lena Morrow
Lewis last fall in the interest of the
Socialist campaign we . took up the
matter of her remaining here for the
winter for lecture work. general edu-
cational and newspaper service.

We placed Comrade Lewis on our
editorial staff as associate editor and
after a few months made her co-
Aed]i;or with Comrade Ganty and my-
self.

Not being a proprietor of the paper
and working for wages she was the
only member of the staff with a voice
and vote in the Alaska Labor Union.
You may well know that she never
missed an opportunity to get in some
resolutions that would have a propa-
ganda value whenever the opportunity
presented itself; and was generally
active in helping the Union to be an
aggressive militant organization. In
addition to her newspaper and Union
work she gave a series of socialist
lectures during the winter and was
very active.

The return of the owner of the
Times plant precipitated matters and
the upshot of the whole matter was
that we were obliged to give up the
editing of the Alaska Labor News for
the reason that the only available
press in town refused to publish it
under our management.

The paper now is edited by a man
who is either dictated to by the Times
or has ideas that exactly suit the
Times owner. The paper (A. L. N.)
has taken a compiete flop and is get-
ting the good wil] of the Chamber of
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EXTRAORDINARY OFFER.

Due to the generosity of cne of the
Comrades to whom the cause of So-
cialist education is very dear, it is
possible for The American Socialist
to assure every winner of this con-
test, on behalf of the Rand School
management, financial assistance to
the extent of Fifty Dollars in cash.
Besides this it will be easy to get
work for a few hours a day to mat-
erially help in paying living expenses
at the school. No live-wire socialist
need hesitate going to New York if
he or she can win out in this contest.

THE YIPSEL SPIRIT.

NOTE.—In no way can the spirit of an
organization better express itself than by
the letters which circulate among its members.
Newspaper articles are generally written with
a clearly defined notion of the effect they are
to produce. not so with correspondence. We
therefore publish two letters which differ wide-
lsy. I.?'et both express the spirit of the Y. P.

. County Jail, St. Paul, Minn.

Dear Comrade :—The movement still grows.
Have been confined here for ten days for fail-
ure to register. Have written four applica-
tions for the party and have converted every
inmate of this cell-block to Socialism before
they were here six hours. s

Here surely the extremes meet. While eight
of us are confined here on “treasonable”
charges, another inmate is a member of Com-
pany K. Second Battalion, First Minnesota
Artillery, sworn into Federal service—charged
with breaking parole by joining the regular
Army. He was sentenced to the St. Cloud
Reformatory for a term of three years—be-
cause he joined the army. Do the masters
really know what they want?

And Another Letter.

Dear Comrades:—How are you? Fine and
dandy? Enjoying the heat? We all do. We
are having the grandest times here—such
sport at the Interstate Park. Getting all the
fun we can before the terrible draft blows in.
Afraid it may blow some of us over.

Going on our outings we meet at 5:30 a. m.,
reach the park very early, take our morning
dip (after putting on our bathing suits of
course), then we build a fire, cook breakfast,
and do we eat? Sure. We turn out about
fifty strong—a young army of rebels—and
as we march along the roads we sing our
Yipsel songs and the Marseillaise and the In-
ternationale, and we give our yells—say we
sure to wake up the countryside.

Many of our boys joined the Union for
Democracy. That organization cannot 'even
get a hall to hold its meetings in. Street
meetings have also been stopped. Two of our
boys were arrested for trying to speak in
Guttenberg. Another of our Yipsels was
clubbed by a cop merely for standing in the
audience. When the trial came off we were
there strong. The town hall there is a tiny
thing and believe me, we filled it to the roof,
clear down the stairs and in the corridors,
everywhere you went you saw a jam of Yip-
sel banners. The boy who was clubbed was
discharged—but what a whopper of a lie the
cop told- about him, -it would make Baron
Munchausen turn in his grave for envy. we
all gasped and the court gave us a lecture
on keeping our mouths shut. The other boys
were fined $10 or 10 days, the case has been
appealed to higher court.

—————— -

From The Firing Line

Comrade Wade Blackburn, of Larimer,
Pa., sends in a list of subs to help Mae
Garber, of Greensburg, Pa., win a Rand
School Scholarship. )

Comrade W. A. Wright, of Pine Bluff,
Ark., orders a bunch of sub cards to help
nail down the movement so that it will
not blow away after the majority report
on war and militarism has been adopted,
as some renegades fear.

One of our hustlers in Mitchell, S. D.,
orders sample copies sent to a list of
names as his bit in the struggle for a
better government.

Comrade H. Lowenstein, of Phoenix,
Ariz., urges tbat we make an appeal to
all unemployed Socialists to sell Social-
ist papers. He says they can make a
living at it. “Last week I sold 242 So-
cialist papers from house to house”, he
.writes. “For the last 10 years 1 have sold
Socialist literature. Never has it been
sc easy to sell Socialist literature as now,
especially since the Russian revolution”.
Many comrades ocusnt to be able to take
this advice.

“The other day I subscribed for The
American Socialist and sure do admire
the way it comes out with the truth”,
writes a new Recruit out in Orange, Cal.
“] am anxious to have others read it, too”,
and so he has decided to set aside a cer-
tain sum each weck to help the cause of
Socialism.

“Nearly everyone is reading and talking
Socialism”, says J. C. Potter, of Plain-
view, Ark., as he sends in his bit, “to pay
for laving cur valuable paper sent to
some more recruits”.

Comrade H. Plaggenburg, of Coving-
ton, Ky., sernds in an order for 18 sub
cards as his answer to those Socialists
who aré now leaving the party. He hopes
other comrades will respond to the call
to double the circulation of The Amer-
ican Socialist.

“Four different persons have told me,
without asking, that they were going to
vote the Socialist ticket in the future”,
writes Comrade W. E. McRee. “Qur paper
is getting better all the time”, and he
sends in a bunch of subs and orders a
bundle*

Joe Burnham, of Old Mystic, Conn.,
reports 15 more volunteers enlisted for a
.year in The American Socialist’s army
of the social revolution.

“Can’t do without The American So-
cialist”’, 1s the message that accompanies
the renewal of Comrade Leonard Lowe,
of Tavernier, Fla.

State Secretary Stark, of Kentucky,
sends in a list of six to be credited to
Comrade Mae Garber in the Rand School
Scholarship Contest,

Twenty new names go on our list at
Milton, Ind., as a result of the efforts of
J. M. Doddridge, who intends to stick on
the job till the people have won. Two
weeks ago he sent in a list of 80.

“The pen is mightier than the sword;
let us prove to the world that this is
correct”, and S. Hawkins, Cleveland, Ohio,
sends in a bunch of subs to help prove it.

Comrade Ole Hjelt, organizer for the
Scandinavian Federation of the Socialist
Party, sends in a list of 21 from North
Dakota.

Another list of 12 comes from T. J.
Brown, of Denver, Colo., which makes it
60 in two weeks.

Comrade B, J. Frey, of Wanatah, Ind,,
comes in with another list of seven. This
is his third list in a week.

“This is the best chance for Socialism
1 ever saw”, writes Dr. T. J. Burgess, of
Owensville, Ark., as he sends in a list of
eight.

“This is my way of subscribing to the
Liberty Loan”, says Comrade C. W. Lund,
of Kalispell, Mont., as he renews for a
year.

Comrade J. D, Gentis, of Jenks, Okla.,
sends in a list of six to help bring the
Social Revolution in 1918.

“I have been looking for something like
your paper for a long time”, writes a
new subscriber from St. Paul, Minn.

-

Commerce and the business element.

. “Send it to me at once”

1
1
|

Comrade C. H. Cook, of Temple, Tex.,
sends in a list of five hoping The Amer-
ican Socialist will, “Get their eyes open
to the glorious light of Socialism. I am
yours for the dawn of & better day”.

“Every real Socialist will do his very
best, NOW !’ urges Comrade William
Bryan, of Champaign, Ill., as he orders
30 sub cards.

Chester Alexander has  established
recruiting headquarters at Paris, Tenn.,
and sends in a list of 21 volunteers as a
starter.

Comrade Ada Dacey orders
cards for Local Cincinnati, Ohio, I:u’t
there another local that can better this
record ?

“The American Socialist is splendid.
Keep up the victorious fight for Social-
ism,” says Comrade Emil Schulz, of Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, and backs it up with a
bunch of subs.

“Paper is getting better and better all
the time,” says Comrade J. J. Weigman,
of Price, Utah.

State Secretary G.
braska sends in a list of 12.
Nebraska!

“I think your paper is just grand and
I want these gentlemen to read it,”
writes ““A  Friend” in Louisville, Ky.,
who sends in a list of four subs.

When four men out in Haskell, Okla.,
raised their right hands and swore they
would never again vote for Wiison, but
for Socialism, Comrade ¥. Hatch, im-
mediately made them all suhscribe for
The American Socialist.

C. Porter of Ne-
Good for

“I am knocking ’em over here now,”
writes Comrade D. H. Pratts, of Elkton,
S. D., as he rounds up another bunch
of Henry Dubbs.

Comrade D. ,J. Baldwin, of Hubbell,
Neb., sends in a list of 10 subs and wants
six petition blanks to help repeal the
draft law.

Comrade T. J. Brown, of Denver, Colo.,
makes it a list- of 16, all soldiers in the
social revolution.

John Hipp, of Denver, Colo., was so
pleased with the May 5th issuc that he
subscribes for a year, and has the paper
sent for six months to four Y. M. C. A.
reading rooms in different parts of the
state.

Comrade Charles A. Faessler, Buffalo,
N. Y., sends in a list of seven us a pro-
test against the government’s refusal
to grant passports to our delegates to the
Stockholm peace conference.

“In passing, I want to say, without any
artificial bouquets, I consider The Amer-
ican Socialist the best paper published in
the U. S. today,” writes: I. T. Barron,
of Keene, N. H.
to see it suppressed, but would rather see

that than have the paper adopt a maudlin .

reform policy.”

One of our Ilatest volunteers writes,
«“] got one of your papers and it sure is
the kind of reading that I have been look-
ing for”. He has enlisted and is going
out after more subs.

“I hope to live long enough to see So-
cialism in actual operation in the entire
United States’”, writes & “Miss” in Syra-
cuse, N. Y., who subscribes for a year.

"« can only. convey the distinguished
honor to the Socialist Party and papers,
that it is the only friend of the toiling
masses”, is the way Comrade Charles
Smith, of Joseph’s Mills, W. Va., puts it.

Nathan Recht, of Pittsburgh, Pa., got
hold of one of our May leaflets. He
thought it sounded so good that he
passed it on to a friend. We have just
received their subscriptions to The Amer-
ican Socialist. This little instance is being
repeated .thousands of times nowadays all
over the land. Distribute leaflets and then
get the subs. The working class is ready
for its education.

There is a postmaster in a western city
who says that when he was appointed, he
was the only Socialist in the place.
“Now"”, he writes, “it would be inter-
esting to you to hear the conversations of
the general public”. They are all talking
Socialism.

One of our well wishers in Missouri
writes, “I tell all the ignorant patriotic
people I meet in this section that the real
cause of this war is 10 per cents profits
and 90 per cent ignorance”.

“] am trying to boost this wonderful
paper”, writes J. H. Laeff, of Philadel-.
phia, P4., as he sends in a bunch of subs.

“I think that many of the comrades
will wake up and get busy now”, writes
a hustler who was a 17-year-old volun-.
teer in the Spanish-American War, but
who is doirg his bit for the Co-operative
Commonwealth now.

“The Socialist Party organization is
the only political institution in this coun-
try that is worth a ...."”, is the force-
ful message that comes from Nebraska.
“The other parties have gone crazy and
are ready for the bughouse. I don’t want
to go there so I am going to help a little
to keep out”, and he sends in $5 for
subs, litecrature and the ‘“Defense Fund”.

Comrade W. A. Finley, of Fairmont,
W. Va., has just rounded up 28 recruits,
and writes: “We should double the sub-
scription list of our paper in a short time.
It’s easy getting subs™.

Comrade W. L. .Patrick, of Goessel,
Kas., went out #nd got 20 new subs.

The names of 10 Henry Dubbs come in
from Bromide, Okla. The sender says he
thinks these people need the hind of in-
forlr:ution they get in The American So-
cialist.

Ten subs come in from a sympathizer -

out in Bristol, S. Dak., who is going to
organize a local in that town richt away,
“Subs are easy to get just now”. writes

Comrade B. J. Freyyof Wanatsh, Ind.,
who sends in a list Bf five, and promises
more.

State Secretary Edwin [icth, of West

Virginia, writes in for a bunch of sub
blanks. “Easy to get subs nowadays”,
he says.

“I am getting to like The American
Socialist better and better fr every week
it comes”, is the message that ¢-mes from
Comrade John Wilson, of Rupert, Ida.
“Keep the fire up!”

Lewis E. Blaize rushes in some subs
from Los Angeles, Calif., wishing The
American Socialist success in its fight for
true democracy. :

“We are still on:the job in Logans-
port”’, writes Comrade J. B. Brandon, who
is enlisting the Henry Dubhs in The
American Socialist army in *his Indiana
city.

Comrade J. D. Gentis, of Jenks, Okla.,
has gotten into the habit of sending in
a list of 12 each week and urges that
other comrades get the same habit. He
says it is easy to get into the trenches
for The American Socialist.

100 sub .

“] expect every week

A PRESENT FOR HUSTLERS.

As a token of recognition for the
loyal comrades who are working for
Thg American Socialist’s subscription
list, we will send to every person
who sends in 25 subscriptions a copy
of The American Labor Year Book
for 1916. This is published by the
Rand School Department of Research,
and is an encyclopaedia of priceless
facts and figures. ASK FOR IT.

Retail Price, 50 cents.
Free for 25 new subscriptions.

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST,
803 W. Madison St., Chicago, Il

Seed Catalog

(Changed every week)

Scatter the Seeds of Socialism-
The Soil is Fruitful; the Sun is
Bright;

The
nearing.

Assorted Leaflets
What we Have and What we Want
Regulation—A Farce and Fraud
Warren Bills—How to Draft an
Army )
You Women Who Vote -
Wox"kmg Woman to Working Men
Socialists and the Sword
Why the Professional
should be a Socialist
Why Socialists Pay Dues
The Church and Socialism
Parable of the Water Tank
The Church and. Socialism

20 cents 2 hundred—$1.50 per 1,000

Season of Harvest is

Woman

100 of each of these Ten Leaflets
will be sent you for $1.50.
Ask for a
Seed Catalog No. 2

National Office, Secialist Part
803 West Madison St., Chicago, III.

OUR BEST BOOKS
NOVELS
Ragged - Trousered Philan-
thropists
By Robert Tressall.
An Epic of British Labor
PRICE, $1.265.

The

JACK LONDON'S NOVELS
CALL OF THE WILD
ADVENTURE
R OF THE CLAS

LOST FACE SES
MOON FACE

THE GAME

PRICE, 50 cents each.

SOCIALIST CLASSICS
Secialism Summed Up
By Morris Hillquit
PRICE, 60 cents.
Truth About Socialism
By Allan L. Benson '
PRICE, 25 cents.
The Mexican People; Their Strug-
gle for Independence
By Gutierrez de Lara
PRICE, $1.50.
What's So And What Isn’t
By John M. Work
New and Revised Edition
PRICE, 25 cents.
Our National Kitchen
By Anna A. Maley
PRICE, 10 cents.
Regulation, a Failure And a Fraud
By Daniel W. Hoan -
PRICE, 10 cents.
National Office, Socialist Party,
8ul West Madison St., Chicago, IlL
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For Children And Nocialist Schools

Nature Talks On Economics
By CAROLINE NELSON

Ten Cents a Copy—$1.00 a Dozen

The Best Thing in the World for
Child Students of Socialism and
Science—Little Parables of Natural
Life which Drive Home the Lessons
of Economics.

The Socialist Party,
803 W. Madison Street,
Chicago, Illinois.

WORKMEN’S SICK AND DEATH BENEFIT FUND

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Table Showing Status of the Society at the End of Years stated. in 5 Year Periods

At End of| NUMBER OF MEMBERS || Amount of Benefits Paid Since Organization || Amount Saved
Yot |~ en | Woman || Siek and Aecident | Death In Cash Reservo
1885 116 i $525.90 $150.00
1890 2,919 252 35,014.57 3,600.00 || $6,062.57
1895 | 10,992 | 1,924 || 310.846.07  75,581.00 | 35,265.38
1900 | 21,616 |4,123 | 1,002,398.32| 253,731.35 | 89,773.35.
1905 | 28,470 | 5912 | 1,962,960.82  587,740.96 ||220,323.38
1910 | 37,743 | 7,524 || 3,236,004.12 1,087,845.77 ||438,501.72
1915 | 43,650 | 8,347 4,87(},761.11 ‘L 1,762,706.87 |865,200.00

For fur'her Inform-
ation write to

Workmen's Sick & Death Benefit Fund  gatrance on 7thSt.
No. I. THIR.D AVE.. NEW YORK

Second Floor
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Sweatshops Favored, Union Labor Scorned, By Council Of Defense, Charges Wilson Organ;

Labor Will Revolt And Establish Own Party Is Threat; Gompers Hands Unions To Despoilers
SUN SPOTS

(From the Chicago Examiner)

Labor, Sold, Bound And Gagged
Into Hands Of Its Enemies, Must
" Form Own Party, Says New Republic

The New Republic, one of the strongest Wilson|
organs in the country, in its issue of July 9, makes
a bitter attack upon the manufacturers and business

a conspicuous recrudescence of the old sweat-shop
conditions which the best manufacturers and the
unions have struggled for years to abolish-
“The quartermaster’s department has taken the
positien that the government is not concerned
whether or not union labor is employed. Most of
the clothing on government account is manufactured
in New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore, and it
happens that in these cities approximately 85 per

men who have been placed in power on the Com-{cent of the industry operates under protocol agree-

mittee of National Defense- This attack preceded by
a few days the President’s terrific assault on the
*“dollar patriotism” of these same men. The facts
shown by the New Republic prove that labor has
been delivered, bound and gagged, into the hands of
its foes. .

The New Republic states that such treatment as
Labor has received will give raise to an independent
Labor Party, unless prompt action is taken to dis-
cipline the “business men’” whom it so unmercifully
scores. This means, and can only mean, the So-
cialist Party. . s

THIS is quoted from the New Republic:

“Weeks before the President asked Congress to
take formal action against Germany, Mr. Gompers
called a Conference of the executive heads of the
principal trade unions, and by his parliamentary
skill induced them to pledge themsclves unanimous-
1y to the service of the country.

“Many of the men who attended this conference
had been passionate]y opposed to America’s entrance
into the war; some of them were on record as be-
lieving in the general strike as a justifiable means
of thwarting the prosecution of hostilities.

“Mr. Gompers was able to persuade them that
the President had done everything in his power to
keep this ceuntry out of war, and that by her
revocation of the submarine pledge, Germany was
threatening the existence of democracy not only in
America, but in the world- The resolution adopted
by this conference dispelled some of the gravest
anxieties of the administration and the country.”

Mr. Gompers was made chairman of the commit-
tee on Labor of the Advisory Commission of the
Council of National Defense. He made up his com-
mittee of an equal number of employers and trade
unionists, He invited to its membership the Presi-
dent of the National Civic Federation, the General
Manager of the Pennsylvana Railroad, and a rep-
resentative of the National Association of Manufac-
turers, the bitterest opponents of organized labor
in the country. In organizing the sub-committees
the same line was followed. Employers were given
equal representation with labor on the Committee
on Medildtion and Conciliation, the Committee on
Wages and Hours, and the Committee on Women in
Industry.

He thus placed the bitterest foes of union labor,
of any sort of organized labor, in control of the
situation. For with half of a committee cemsisting
of enemies of labor, no steps favorable to labor’s
organization can possibly be taken. Thus labor was
sold out of its only chance; for all the other de-
partments almost without exception are composed of
enemies of organized labor, only a few representa-
tives of the miners being placed on the Committee
on Coal,

* *

GOMPERS thought that the enemies of organizea
labor would show the same spirit that he showed
toward them. But, to quote the New Republic
further:

“But nothing of the sort happened. The Commit-
tee on Suppligs and its sub-committees on cotton
goods, on woolen manufactures, on shoes and leather
are made up exclusively of manufacturers and
business men. Contracts are let with great regard
for economy and speed of producticn, hut without
any consultation with representatives of the work-
crs as to the probable effect of economy and speed
upon them-

“The Committee on Transportation and Communi-
cation is likewise without labor representation. "The
sub-committees on shipping, on steel and steel
products, on nickel and mica and lumber and cop-
per and lead and every other commodity for which
the government has entered the mavrket are made vp
exclusively of bankers and merchants and manufac-
turers.

“The same is true of the General Munitions Board,
which has received special governmental recognition.
By this one-sided arrangement it is made to appear
that Mr. Gompers has patriotically pledged himself
to restrain the workers from agitating for the con-
ditions of a decent life without securmmg any guaran-
ties for the protection of lahor in return.

“Heightened color is given to this appearance cf
things by tht attitude of the various committees
and the departments of government to the com-
plaints of the tradc-union men .and to their attempts
to secure fair cooperative arrangements Tor the ad-
justment of grievances. The Executive Beard of the
Metal Trades Department of the Federation of
Labor offered to enter into an arbitration agreement
with the Navy Department for the promot and
democratic adjustment of any disputes that might
threaten to interfere with the work of the depart-
ment. Their communication was not even acknowl-
edged.

“Seventy-five miners who had been emploved in
certain southern mines were discharged for the sole
reason that they were members of the United Mine
Workers’ Union. The matter was brought to the
attention of the chairman of the Committee on Coal
Production, with the request that he should make
an effort to bring about a fair settlement. With a
shrug of the shoulder, the chairman regretted that
there was nothing he could do inasmuch as “Those
mines do not belong to me.” It was at about this time
that President White of the United Mine Workers
protested that unless his organization was given
adequaie representation on the Coal Production
Committee - they would feel compelled to withdraw
from the industrial truce- His protest was heeded,
but without establishing a precedent for other or-
ganized industries. Last week Mr, Gompers and the
Executive Council of the American Federation "ad-
dressed a letter to the Council of National Defense
in which they demanded “direct representation by
workers, coequal with all other interests, upon all
agencies, boards, committees and commissions en-
trusted with war work.” If America was England
this demand would receive serious consideration.
There the government has entered into an epen col-
lective agreement with the trade wmions, the unions
are officially ‘“recognized,” and they expect rep-
resentation on all war work affecting the standard
of labor as a matter of course.

“BUT THE ENGLISH LABOR MOVEMENT
HAS ITS OWN POLITICAL PARTY; IT HAS
I'TS OWN REPRESENTATIVES IN PARLIAM-
ENT; IT HAS BECOME AN INTEGRAL PART
OF THE INDUSTRIAL AND POLITICAL
STRUCTURE OF THE NATION,

“It remains to be seen whether the business men
of America and the administration at” Waghington
will so deal with labor as to compel the organized
labor movement to resort to independent political
action to protect its proper dignity and its just
interests.

“Take the situation in the men’s clothing industry.
The government "has gone into the market for tens
of thousands of uniforms. The contracts for these
uniforms are let thru the quartermaster’s depart-
ment in Philadelphia. For some unknown reason,
the  quartermaster’s department has followed the
practice of placing most of these contracts with un-

- organized factories where the cheapest labor is em-

ployed and with factories so ill equipped to do the
work that their owners have resorted to sub-
contraction which in turn has spille® over into the
tenements.

“Since the beginning of the war there has been

ments which provide not only for the maintenance
of decent labor standards in the establishment of
which the manufacturers, the workers and rep-
resentatives of the outside public have had a voice,
but which also provide a highly developed and ef-
fective machinery for the modification of standards
in times of emergency and the adjustment of in-
dustrial disputes. With few exceptions, the fac-
tories which have remained outside the’ scope of
collective agreements operate under sub-standard
conditions of wages and hours, give the wotkers no
voice in the control of the shop and provide ho
machinery for the correction of grievances.

“YET IT IS SUCH FACTORIES THAT AP-
PEAR TO BE GETTING MOST OF THE GOV-
ERNMENT CONTRACTS TO-DAY WITH THE
RESULT THAT UNREST AND RESENTMENT
IS RAPIDLY SPREADING THRUOUT THE IN-
DUSTRY. .

“Would not the government be following a wiser
course if it called into consultation the representa-
tives of the manufacturers’ association and the
union which control 85 per cent of the industry,
made preferential arrangements with them for the
execution of government work and made them
jointly responsible for the maintenance of uninter-
rupted production? Why should not the same
thing be done in all other industries operating un-
der collective agreements? And where unionsg exist
; but are “not recognized,” why should not the gov-
ernment lend its influence to the creation of collec-
tive agreements in the interest of industrial peace
and efficiency? Until something of this sort has
been’ done, the recognition which has been accorded
to organized labor by the appointment of Mr. Gom-

empty compliment, a thing of no -substance or prac-
tical effect.”
* * * *®

THESE charges come down to this; that labor
has been sold by Mr. Gompers into the hands of its
enemies, and that the only solution is an Independent
Labor Party—independent, that is of the present
dominant parties. There is only one such party pos-
sible for workingmen—that is the Socialist Party.

Workingmen are ready to be convinced. There is
great unrest in organized labor- The Socialist Party
stands ready for them, and they for it. OUR DAY
HAS DAWNED!

* Welcome To The Band:Wagon!

Now comes the Chicago Tribune and demands
“Peace Terms”. For months the Tribune has been
reviling the ‘“Peace Terms seekers” in unmeasured
language both editorially and in its news columns.
On July 14 it turns a complete flip-flop and joins
in the chorus for a clear statement of Peace Terms.
Thus saith the Tribune:

MAKE CLEAR OUR AIMS.

“No more important step has been taken in the
recent diplomatic conduct of the war against Ger-
man imperialism than that just announced in the
house of commons by the parliamentary under
secretary of foreign affairs, Lord Robert Cecil. He
reports the British government has notified the Rus-
sian government that it is ready to enter into nego-
tiations looking to a revision of the war aims of
the entente. :

“If this revision is made we assume the United
States will be invited to take part in it- The
results of such a revision, we may hope, will be the
elimination, so far as the allies are concerned, of
the least justifiable obstacles to peace—namely,
objects of unfair imperial aggrandizement—which
neither the American nor the Russian republic will
shed its bleod to obtain and which the German peo-
ple would be most justified to oppose.

“England, and France to a less degree, have been
charged with cherishing imperial designs, we trust,
unjustly. It would help to clear-the air of much dis-
trust and would strengthen the democratic alliance
if these suspicions could be laid and a concrete pro-
gram of minimum terms be agreed upon among the
allies.

“The" effect, not only in Russia but in America,
would Le to drive indifference and opposition out of
camp. Many Americans who have no liking for Ger-
map pretensions fear that America may be exploited
by British imperial ambition. The war spirit would
grow rapidly if a definite agreement on peace terms
could be formulated at his time. We have, indeed, a
clearer right to ask that this be attempted than
Ruasia, which. however it may be inclined to throw
off responsibilities fixed by the imperial regime,
nevertheless is not withcut special moral responsibil-
ity for the defense of Serbian independence, which
precipitated the war.

“We shall never desert our allies in the defense
of legitimate purposes of defense and reparation.
In that we believe the Russian people will stand
with us. But we ought to ask for a clear definition
of common ends, so that we may prevent being
drawn into enterprises which cannot concern us,

| and for which we are not ready to expend blood and

treasure.”

. This, dear brother, iy what The American Socialist
has been saying for quite a while. Welcome to the
band-wagon!

Organization Leaflets Popular

“Send me The American Socialist for one year.
{ think it is a great paper. Have been reading my
-neighbors’ papers and leaflets. Send me the monthly
ovganization leaflets. ‘Boost the Socialist Party, is
my slogan’”.--Edgar Fogleman, Indiana.

“The American Socialist has been good from the
first, but it is getting better every issue.”—J. C.
Harkness, Washington.

“This is the time to grow, and we are growing,”
says Comrade Nelson Billings, of San Franisco, as
he orders a bundle of July leaflets.

“Keep going, we're on the way to victory”, saye
M. M. Floren, Dell Rapids, S. D., as he orders a
bundle of July leaflets.

“People in this community are beginning to look
for some light—after economic depression. The
stomach seems to be the dominating source of brain
supply”. A. C. Brookey, of Pittsburgh, makes the
abcve comment when sending in an order for July
leaflets. Wrap your name around a dime, send it
in Lo the National Office, and get 100 leaflets.

What's Matter, Sweden?

States went into the war to protect the right of a
neutral nation to sell munitions to a belligerent.
She says further that the moment we entered the
war we began to prevent neutrals from trading
with our enemy .Sweden, Norway, Holland and
Denmark are brought face to face with starvation
by the embargo, which is iftended to prevent what
we went to war to secure.

Sweden has our sympathy; but she should under-
stand that the needs of war make mock of logic.
We are in to avenge our country’s wrongs- If we
step on anybody else in the process, that’s always

pers to the Advisory Commission will remain an |-
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Buy Our Books!

Twelve thousand Sociali®ts have joined the
party since the declaration of war. They
need more than a party card; they need a
careful - grounding in the principles of So-
cialism. In this issue we are advertising
‘'many old and many new leaflets, pamphlets
and books. The imperative NEED at the
present time is STUDY. Be prepared to
give a reason for the faith that is in you.
Read over our book lists carefully; order
P'them in quantities large enough for generous
and general distribution. Stand by the Na-
tional Office thru the time of stress and
strain; the future is surely ours!

Buy our books!

Outrages in Arizona,

At the time when the American people are being
roused to anger over the atrocities against Belgian |
workmen perpetrated by German soldiers, word'
comes from Bisbee, Arnzona, that turns our accusa- |
tions against ourselves. - ‘

Twelve hundred men and women,

compr‘isingi
were rounded up from their homes at dead of night,
placed in cattle cars under armed guard and shunted

1 for 24 hours over the blazing sands of the Arizona

desert, Wwithout food, without water and with no
possibility of rest or relief. This was done under the
orders of two officials of the Copper Trust, as an
act of  vengeance for the strike of copper mine |
workers for more pay. :

The Associated Press dispatches telling of this
outrage were censored at the pistol’s point by these
same two. officials, who exercised all the power of
United States officers with no shadow #r warrant
of authority.

The 1200 deported men and women have been
placed under heavy guard in a stockade at Colum-
bus, N. M., and are there being fed by United
States troops, who prevent on pain of death any
attempt of the imprisoned ones to escape.

President Wilson wired a protest to the governor
of Arizona against the inhumanity of this proceed-
ing, andsreceived an.insolent reply, since which
time no further steis have been taken. Back of
the outrage lies the ¢emand of the ‘copper workers
for sufficient pay to meet the increased cost of
living, and the determination of the copper mine
owners to permit no interference with the exorbitant
profits they have been wringing from the govern-
ment. Altho rebuked by the President and by the
secretaries of war and.of the navy, for their greed
in “coining the lifeblood of our soldiers and sailors
into dollars” the copper mine owners have continued
in violation of every law of the land or of humanity
in safeguarding their wealth,

It is true that they offered, control of the mines
to the government, but on terjns which were
characterized by a cabinet member as “The govern-
ment stands the loss, if there is a loss; the govern-
ment pays us the profit, if there is any profit.” On
these terms the government refused the offer.

. To such qutrages there is but ‘one adequate an-
swer; it is the immediate confiscation by the govern-
ment of all natural resources, including copper, coal,
iron and lead and zinc mines and oil wells, and
their operation yithout profit for the benefit of all
the people, in time of war as in time of peace-

This must be done sooner or later. If it is not
by this administration then by the next one. For
if this administration fails to meet the issue in this
way, the next administration, likely enough to bel
a Socalist one, will certainly be so.

France Demands Freedom of Ameri-

can Press.
(From the Chicago Herald)

Paris, July 10.—The events of the last fortnight
show that the American military authorities have
still to find a satisfactory solution of the censorship
problem, which the French and British leaders now
realize is of almost paramount importance in this
war, not of armies but of peoples.

How the question strikes one of the Frenchmen
best qualified to pronounce on it may be seen from
a statement made by Joseph Reinach, who, as a
deputy, one of the directors of the Figaro, ang one
of the foremost writers in France on military sub-
jects, is in a position to speak not only from an ex-§
pert but from a national standpoint.

Divided Into Three Classes-

Mr, Reinach said: .

“The wartime censorship—I refuse to admit any
other—may be divided into three categories—mil-
itary, diplomatic and political. The first I consider
not only desirable, but absolutely necessary; the
second, desirable in a certain degree; the third,
quite undesirable and pernicious.

Regarding Diplomacy.

“As regards the diplomatic censorship, the ques-
tion is somewhat different. Its importance to you
lies in the fact that America now is one of the
allies, and, in my opiion, it is essential to avoid
anything that might lead to discord among them,
to say nothing of the neutrals.

Sweden is complaining. She says that the United |

the fault of the Germans,

“Perhaps in both cases a general statement from i

i President Wilson indicating what to aveid would be |
" sufficient—that and the patriotism of the American

newspapers and of enlightened public opinion.

“Political questions there ought to be coupled
with freedom of speech. After all, that is one of the
cardinal principles we are fighting for. As Germany
has shown, there is no greater instrument of tyran-
ny than a muzzled or too servile press.”

The Labor Socialists of Australia in conference -to
discuss terms on which a lasting peace can be
secured, made the following declaration: “That as
the goyernments of Europe have failed utterly to
preserve peace, or to bring the present war within
measurable distance of a conclusion, we contend that
only by an organized system of production for use,
under democratic control, can a recurrence of such
calamities be permaneniiy avoided.”

mine workers, attorneys, business men and clerks, |
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“Mai-se | Henry”’ On
Censorship Of Press

OL. Henry Watterson, editor of the Louis-

ville Courier Journal, and one of the “original
N Wilson men” denounces the Washington idea
of war censorship in unsparing terms. He writes
of it, ‘“There is treason to liberty in the very
thought.”

James Keeley, editor of the Chicago  Herald,
publishes a first page, first column attack on the
war censorship, in which he tells of the extreme
difficulty of knowing what is wanted by a gov-
ernment board which “does not appear to know its
own mind” several minutes in succession.

The extracts below are republished verbatim from
these two staunch upholders of the administration.

James Keeley writes, under his own name, on
July 7, 1917, in the Chicago Herald:

“It is in no carping spirit that the Herald asks
Washington if there is any reason why the volun-
tary censorship should not be officially directed by
some agency that can be relied on to know its
own mind for several hours or even minutes in
succession- The question comes out of the fullness
of unnecessary and irritating recent experience.

“The Herald is willing to cooperate to the limit
with the government. It is doing so every day.
Even when the original censorship proposals were
discussed, it offered no word of protest. It re-
members the Spanish-American war and what

some newspapers did then, the editor of the
Herald being one of the offenders at that time.
It felt censorship might be needed to curb certain
publications. And it believed that if an oppressive
law should be passed public opinion would quickly
rally to the support of the press. So it awaited
the course of events.”

“A few examples of hodge podge official handling
of information certainly justify the Herald, again
speaking strictly for itself, in urging the powers
that be in the voluntary censorship world at Wash-
ington to mean what they say the first time, to ar-
range things so that conflicting orders and requests
will be abolished, to wipe out conflicting jurisdic-
tions, and to put somebody—we don’t give a last
year’s bird’s nest who—in supreme authority who
will end the present intolerable methods of handling
the war news.”

Marse Henry wrieag, referring to Mr. Keeley’s
complaint:

“Why should we approach the little great men
at Washington as if they constituted-a throne of
grace? And, finally, as a journalist—or even a
plain citizen and just a common man—how can
Mr. Keeley approve of an official censorship of
the press?

“There is treason to liberty in the bare thought
of it. Conceived by the arrogance of power, it is
bound to degenerate into petty tyranny. It never
fails to become the plaything of the understrap-
ping bureaucrat. By no possibility could it ever
serve any good, wise or large purpose. At its best
it is but a whip to be flourished over slaves,

“The press—the upright, seif-respecting and
free press—can hold out one attitude toward public
men; they are the servants, not the masters, of
the people, and if any lash is to be held and ap-.
plied that press will hold and apply. it.”"

A Dangerous Power

From The St. Louis Republic.

Representative London’s call for an investigation,
which shall reveal the methods and principles fol-
lowed in the suppression of Socialist newspapers all

over the country, should be approved and acted upon.’

The power of the Postmaster General over the
mails is singularly liable to abuse. His right to
refuse the use of the mails to what are deemed ob-

jectionable publications is a species of absolutism
which needs watching by the representatives of the
people. It would be possible for the Postmaster
General and Attorney General to Kaiserize this
country in a manner which would make the impris-
onment of Liebknecht look like an amateur job.

This is not said because The Republic believes
the Postmaster General entertaing any such pur-
pose, but to call attention, without mincing words,
to the danger that lurks in the Postmaster Gen-
eral’s power at a time when the country is hourly
on the verge of hysteria oveér one thing or another
and even the grave and reverend Senate is running
around in circles instead of getting somewhere with
the food bill.

The post-office authorities are no more immune
from the unsettling effects of these abnormal times
than other people. They may in an excess of zeal
destroy the reputation of this country abroad as a
land of free speech. :

An investigation by Congress will have a sober-
ing effect and will give the post office a chance
to lay its cards on the table and show just what
policy has been pursued and the reasons for it.

Don’t Miss An Opportunity

Two congressional elections fought on the issue
“support the president” have been lost by the dem-
ocrats. In the sixth district of Indiana, Robert N.
Elliott,” republican nominee, defeated Findlay H-
Gray, democrat, by a majority of more than 4,000
votes. In the same district last November, Gray
was defeated by less than a thousand votes. - A
feature of the campaign was a letter from the
president urging that Gray be elected as an en-
dorsement of his policies, This letter contributed
to his defeat.

In New Hampshire in May, Sherman Burroughs,
republican, won over his democratic opponent by
1,200 votes.

Senator Harding of Ohio on the floor of the
Senate hailed these elections as igns of a “return
to the G. O. P They are certainly signs of lack
of confidence in the present administration. If the
Socialist organization in these two districts had
put up a ddtermined fight, we fmght have taken ad-
vantage of the situation. Comrades, take warning-—
use every opportunity. Do not let the reactionary
Republicans become dominant again for lack of our
seizure of our chance.

Recall Ban On Letters.
(From the Chicago Herald)

Washington, July 10.—There will be no prohibitive
legislation against innocent communication between
a citizen of the United States and a relative in an
enemy land, if the correspondence is not hurtful -
and ways can be found to forward it

A storm of protests against drastic legislation
forbidding such correspondence broke in the House
today and two sections of the trading with the enemy
act dealing with such correspondence by letter,
document, radio or cablegram, except under license,
were stricken from the bill-

East St. Louis.

The massacre at East St. Louis had an economie
cause. Negroes were being used to beat down the
wages of white men and girls. Instead of uniting
their wrath against those who had betrayed and
cheated them, the two victims of these criminal
speculators in human life slaughtered each other.
Thus on a small scale the whites and negroes of
East St. Louis repeated the spec®cle of Europe.
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