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Why Should You Gare?

By ADOLPH GERMER.
, HY SHOULD you care when Congress
spends hundreds of millions of dollars

for army and navy purposes while millions of
human beings are hungry, crying for bread?
Is it any of your business when Congress
spends its time considering the best way to
build up a murder machine and hag little or
no time for the -people’s immediate needs?

What right have you to protest when food
prices shoot up another notch and another and
make it harder for you to get the barest needs
of life? Isn’t the whole scieme of the system
of private ownership based upon profits—*“get
all you can and give as little as possible in
return”? Isn’t the success of a person nowa-
days measured by how much he can gouge the
people? ]
Morgan Richer Than “John D.”

As a result of the European war, J. P.
Morgan is reputed to be richer than. John D.
Rockefeller. Do you wonder, then, that Mpr—.
ran and that crowd want war and more of it?
But, in case of war, Morgan will not enter the
trenches and “bleed and die” to “uphold the
honor” of the country. The fighting will have
to be done by the workers while Morgan and
his crowd will do the gouging.

You read about the hundreds of thousands
of women gathering in Philadelphia and in
City Hall Square, New York, demanding bread.
Where were Morgan, Schwab, Roosevelt, Gen.
Leonard Wood, Patton, Wetz and othcr war
lords and food speculators? What did they do
to relieve that serious situation? They had no
time for the starving multitudef—they were
too engrossed in gouging the nation.

According to them and their kept press, we
should go to-war to “protect American rights,
American honor and the flag.” To them “Amer-
ican rights” and “American honor” consist of
their investments. Their “flag” is the dollar and
they’ll follow it all over the world. When they
zet snagged, our “patriotism” is appealed to
and we are called upon to shoulder a gun and
“fight for the country”. Doesn’t it seem

reasonable to you to ask Morgan and Schwab

and that crowd to give a demenstration of
patriotism by enlisting as a private and go to
the very farefront where bullets fly anfl shel}s
burst? Why should we get shot to pileces in
defense of something that belongs to Morgan
and Schwab, when they will not go on the

firing line? If they refuse to. defend their in-.
“siastments, I refuse to.de it for them, Angd-if |

vou will take the same. attitude, there will be

What War Means To You.

" Have you ever thought what war means to
vou? Did it ever occur to you that wars are
fought by the flower of the manhood of_ ‘the
respective nations? Did you ever stop to think
that war robs society of the men in the bloom
of life? Isn’t it perfectly clear to you that
those who can render society the greatest good
are sent to the human slaughter house to be
killed or crippled? Can’t you see that the
armies and navies consume-and destroy \.vhg,t
sthers produce and build up? A battle ship is
>uilt that costs fifteen million dollars or more.
Then a torpedo or a submarine is sent out to
blow up those millions. Fortifications. are built
“hat cost millions and a few shells from a
modern Howitzer will tear them to pieces.
Worst of all, the best of our brawn and muscle
is torn to pieces by shot and shell. And yet
~ve are asked to go to war.

“But”, you will say, “we must defend the
zountry, we cannot see our rights trampled
ander foot”. My dear reader, those who wo_uld
nspire you with such thoughts are trampling
‘your rights under foot every day. When they
send the prices of food stuffs up they fcran;ple_
on your right to exist. When the prices of
flour, potatoes, meat, etc., go up it means that
your wages will buy less of the things you and
your family needs. To increase the price of the
things you need is another way of reducing
your wages. The women who gathered in New
York and Philadelphia and demanded bread
were met by the police. Some of them were
beaten up and thrown into jail. Let me give
you some Philadelphia prices, so you will see
what the women protested against:

' Year ago Today

Sugar (Ib.) ....... .061% .09

* Eggs (doz.) ....... .35 50
Butter (1bo) sese s 040 .50
Lard (Ib) ........ .20 25
Flour (bbl) ....... 6.00 12.50
Potatoes (bu.) .... 1.25 3.50
Cabbage (Ib.) ...... .05 .18
Rump Steak (Ib.) .. .22 .30
Sirloin (Ib.) ...... 25 35
$8.78 $18.17

You will see from the above that the same
quantity of goods that one year ago cost $8.78
now costs $18.17. Have your wages increased
accordingly ? If not, isn’t it a fact, then, that
you and your family are obliged to get along
with less of those necessities? '

Do you think the situation will be relieved

in case this country should go to war? Don’t |

you think that it will be even worse and that
famine will stalk all over the land? How? you
will ask. Well, more of our able-bodied men
will be taken out of the industries and the
fields and thrown into the army and navy.
There they will not produce, but instead, will
consume and destroy.. . .

“The patriots for profits have monopolized

the fobd supply and gouged the people to the-
very limit. They will continue to do it solong as.

(Continued in last column.) -~

The Bible does not say, Thou shalt
not commit murder, but, Thou shalt
not kill. Let the shouters for war note
this fact.

Private ownership of railroads ' has
broken down. They ‘have proved
themselves inadequate to handle the
nation’s commerce.

. More than half a billion for the
navy. A big war loan-in prospect. The
blood-thirsty editors have had their
way, after all.

‘Let there be a universal draft of
capital before a single worker be
called to risk his life where he has
not a thing to gain if he wins.

No nation can ‘exist half despotic
and half democratic. We can not ex-
pect to have despotism in industry and
democracy in politics at the same time.

Had America elected a Socialist ad-
ministration, there would be no war
-and no panic, because America would
have possession of her credit -and
could do things.

- Mr. Wilson evidently believes the

contributors to his campaign funds' do |

not want either the people or congress
to have a voice in plunging the nation
into war, but one man alone.

Society which does not hesitate to
demand the individual’s life for the
defense of the whole, should not hesi-
tate to demand the individual’s prop-
erty for the good of the whole.

All great reforms in society have
come from below, not from above.
They were forced by the people from
the men who were in power. They
were hardly ever conferred upon the
people by those in power.

The trouble with reformers is that
they are appealing to the rich and the
powerful to change conditions for the
poor, whereas they should appeal to
the poor to change conditions for

themselves.
—_—

The capitalists own the means of
wealth production "because, as one
capitalist expressed it—they wer
smart enough to get them. -

It is now up to the people to be
smart enough to get them back again.

The Socialists realize the limita-
tions of human nature. Realizing these
limitations they consider it a waste
of time to appeal to the capitalist
class to give justice to the workers.
They prefer to tell the workers to
wring justice for themselves from the
capitalist .class.

Some become Socialists of their own
accord; .
Some are made Socialists by the

“Jrard work of others;

And some are kicked into-the So-
cialist party. -
But they get thepe just the same!

Had the President really prosecuted
the paper makers two years ago, as
Socialists said he should have done,
instead of first permitting them to
commit crime and then merely threat-
ening them, the lives of more than
800 newspapers of America might
have been preserved.

" Did you notice that little dispatch
telling how 800,000 boy scouts were
to be ordered into service in case of
war? -Oh, you damned hypocrite and
fool, who pretended that the boy
scouts were not a military organiza-
tion, how will you get that blood off
your hands? .

“You take my life when you~take
the means whereby I live!” wailed
Shylock in the Merchant of Venice,

“You own my life when you own
the means whereby I live!” cries the
enlightened workingman.

They who control our living control
our lives. -

As long as one man, or any set of
men, confiscate any part of the pro-
duct of other men’s labor, slavery
lives.

Wealth can not be produced by
'magie, by hocus-pocus, or by leger-
demain of any kind. It is produced
by labor, and by labor only.

The United States already operates
the. telegraph in Alaska, and does it
very successfully. The law provides
that the telegraph in Alaska be oper-
ated at cost. When a couple of years
ago a surplus accumulated, the gov-
ernment cut the rate in half. As a
result the people send more telegrams
and another surplus is accumulating.
The government - now contemplates
cutting the rate in half again. ’

The Socialists would establish a
society in which no person would draw
from society more than the equivalent
of the labor he gives to society, as
far as that can be ascertained.

This~is in contradistinction to the
present system under which an indi-
vidual draws from society all he can
get, with such legal restrictions as

society imposes—which legal restric-.

tione, however, can be easily evaded
by the great and powerful.

It has been so at all. times and in
all ages, that the men who controlled
the lives of the people of a nation
controlled the politics of that nation.
Not until the people decide ‘that they
themselves are going to own and oper-
-ate the industries, will the people be
able to control the courts -and the ad-
ministrative and legislative bodies.

We can not be industrial slaves and
political freemen! .

Contented 2—No, we of the Social-

ist Party are not contented! Nor will

we allow any workifigman or woman
to remain contented.

Even tho they wish to be left alone
we will not Ieave them alone. -

-We will shake them into wakeful-
ness until they, too, se ,
‘that afflict humanity; until £hey, too,
catch a glimpse.of the vision of the

new 'goelety,"u_xd help us to realiu its |

. Ly
N

the horrors:

~ Protest!

. EMPHATIC protest against the abolition of freedom
! of speech and press as attempted in the so-called
‘Spy Bill” now before congress, is voiced in a telegram
rushed to President Wilson and 20 members of congress
by the Socialist Party National Emergency Committee
consisting of Victor L. Berger, John M. Work and Adolph:
Germer. This telegram reads as-follows: |

“In the name of the Socialists of the United States
we earnestly protest against that portion of the Spy Bill
which abolishes freedom of speech and freedom of press.

It is an unwarranted and insane attack, caused by the
prevailing war madness, upon the liberties which have
been achieved thru long years of struggle. We urge you
to do everything in your power to prevent that provision

from becoming law”.

While the outrageous press censorship bill recently
exposed in The American Socialist has been held back by
the war department, the department of justice has pushed
thru the senate the “Spy Bill”, almost equally menacing
to free discussion and control of military affairs in time

of peace as well as war.

This “Spy Bill” is a consolid

ation of 14 different bills drafted

by the'Departm_ent of Justice and merged by the Senate Judiciary
Committee. Th.ls bill, aimed theoretically at the foreign spies
and propagandists like those who were so active in the United
States at the outbreak of the war, is so loosely and sweepingly

drawn that it involves in its language, if ‘not in its intent, not.

only the Socialist Party and

every trade union but every

radical pacifist organization, every “stop the war” group, every
one who, in time of war, might fight conscription, or attempt to
expose corruption in army: or’ navy contracts -or criticize the
management of the war. In short, while attempting to protect
military secrets and the integrity of the conduct of the war, it
threatens to paralyze all real democratic investigation, discussion

and control of national defense.

The bill was reported out of the Senate Judiciary Committee
and passed the Senate. During the three days debate on the bill
every amendment offered by Senators Cummins, Lee, Works and
LaFollette which tended to limit and define its reckless provisions
was defeated. Yet the scope of the bill calls for the most careful
discrimination if the liberties of American people are not to be

seriously curtailed.

) As ijc stands, the bill makes it a crime for anybody to seek
;nfo.rmatmn with regard to the state of national defense, even
in time of peace. To pass such information on becomes a crime.
.Promptly at the outbreak of war, the military authorities are
placed beyond the reach of criticism by a clause which penalizes
by life imprisonment “whoever, in time of war, shall, by any
means or in any manner, spread or make reports or statements,
or convey any information, with intent to cause dissatisfaction in

1 or to interfere with the operations, or success of, the military or

naval forces of the United States.” . ‘

A statute as sweeping as this would have outlawed the
activities of the Anti-Imperialist League during the Spanish War.
It could have been used summarily against the newspapers which
exposed the “embalmed beef” scandals. It would certainly penal-
‘ize those who supported ‘“conscientious objectors”. It would bé
‘used as a net to gather in those who fought conseription in time
of war, or who agitated against the management of the war by
the military authorities. Anything, in short, which might be
construed as causing disaffection in the army or navy or as ham-
pering the military authorities, may be punished by life imprison-

ment—and by a fine of $10,000.

As the administration has

asked that some bill guarding

against “espionage” -and “acts of interference with the foreign
relations” of the United States shall be passed before adjourn-
ment, action on this will be hurried thru. In all probability the
President has not the faintest idea of the rash language of the
bill. Many constitutional lawyers in the Senate think that the
Department of Justice has all the power it really needs in legis-
lation now on the books and that the present bill is not only highly
dangerous but that its more dangerous sections are not needed
at all! However, the most that can be done is to make sure that
it is so modified in its language as to safeguard freedom of speech
and press and, above all, democratic control, even in time of war,

“of the military forces.

Write or wire to the President. Write or wire to. your ‘con-

gressman if you think it will do any good.
assurances from the metropolitan newspapers about this bill;

Don’t accept re-

there is nothing they would like better than to see the Socialist
Party and its press silenced and impotent. -

Mooney Sentenced To Hang!

We have just received word from San Francisco that Tom Mooney has
been sentenced to hang, May 17th. The story is told in a telegram from

J. E. Snyder as follows:

(TELEGRAM) )
’ San Francisco, Cal., Feb. 24, 1917.

The American Socialist,

’ 803 West Madison Street, Chicago.
Tom Mooney sentenced to hang May 17. Notice of appeal was
" given. Socialist Party must act with labor unions at once. Verdict
absolutely contiary to evidence. KEvery Indication of a frame-up
conspiracy to destroy organized labor behind Mooney prosecution.

J.E. Snyder.

The matter is being taken up with the National Executive - Committee
by Adolph Germer, national secretary, Socialist Party.

A Modern Paradox

By WILLIS ANDREWS.
Verily, the path of Socialists is not
one strewn with roses. First, they

were berated and held up to public;

scorn for their failure - to pre-
serve peace in Europe, _altho many
of them are now languishing in prison
cells for refusing to heed the call of
the lust for .blood. And now they dre
being excoriated and scoffed at for
trying to maintain peace In America.

Socialists adhere to the principles of
universal peace and the brotherhood
of man—cardinal doctrines of the

Nazarene. But, paradoxical as it may’

seem, the vety people who seek to dis-
parage Socialists with the cry of ‘lin-
fidel” are none other than those who
grofess belief in the Prince of Pegce,

'vehement in the clamor for war.

ut who are now loudest and most,

“Voters make up political parties.
Political , parties elect governments.
Governments make laws.  Laws con-
trol life, and life for most of the peo-
ple, is labor.”—Anna Agnes Maley.

B e S EE—

Here is another contrgst: In Ger-
many Karl Liebknecht, who opposed
war, is sent to three and one-half
years in prison. In Dublin, Ireland,
Lawrence O’Neill, one of the insurg-
ents during the Easter rebellion, is
elected Mayor of the city.

Karl Kautsky, one of Germany’s
ablest Socialists, has written to a
Swiss paper declaring his opposition
to the submarine policy and declaring
his doubts whether any greater ad-

vantages to the military party would ]
accrue than if the new campaign had
‘| not been undertaken . o

And, after all, the Prince of Peace
was a pacifist. |

Let congress adjourn and the Presi-
dent keep his foot out of it, and all
will go well yet.

The commission selected to investi’
gate the leak has closed it up with
daubs of whitewash.

"Have you written to your congress-
man, protesting against universal
military_training? Why not?

. Capitalism is corrupting the social-
ized schools by compelling the pupils
to train for murder in its behalf.

. Capitalism is_c-orrupting the social-
ized roads by turning them into mili-
tary roads to foster its fight for loot.

Chpitalism is corrupting the sucial-
ized waters by filling them - with
wrecks, to spoil the trade of rivals.

We must either kill capitalism, or
capitalism will kil the human race,
leaving only robbers, murderers and
slaves.

Mr. Wilson seems to be having a
great deal of trouble with the water-
melon he is trying to carry “under
either arm.

Had the Socialist suggestion of an
embargo on food products been acted

on two years ago, there would have’

been no danger of war now.

You condemn the ancient Jews for
choosing the thief Barabbas rather
than Jesus. Yet you chose Capitalism
the thief rather than Socialism.

Senator Stone is right in one Ye-
gard. There are a lot of editors who
are seceking to force America into
war.

Mr. Wilson was able to bring the
paper makers to time by threatening
ﬁrosecution. If he does not prosecute

e becomes a party to the crime he
says they committed. o

The congressmen and cabinet mem-

bers who profited from the leak are as-

guilty as ever; they were merely
found not guilty by a commission
selected to do it. '

Had the Socialist suggestion of -an
embargo on munitions been acted on
two years ago, Americans would have
been a billion dollars better off in
what they would have saved on food
prices. ,

Everybody knows the why of the
high cost of living; but congress has
appropriated a quarter of a million

dollars to enable a few congressmen .
to have* a good time while finding an
excuse for it that will free the eri-.
-minals who held the country up.

The railroads of the country are
reported to be behind in their equip-
ment fully two billion dollars. The
looters have merdly pocketed the
spoils they took from the people and
let the roads go to pot.

“. Wuxtra, wuxtra! It is reported that
100,000 ‘of the Wall street patriots
have enlisted for the war, while con-
gress has resigned in a ‘body in order
to show its loyalty to the flag by en-
listing as privates in the army. By
the time these are killed, there are
100,000 war shouting editors who will
fill up the ranks. Thus the workers,

having no country of their ownm, will

not be required to fight for the glory
of England. ~ .

Adopt These Resolutions
At Anti-War Moetings

Here is a form resolution that yow
can use for Jour anti-war meetings.
Don’t clip these resolutions from the
paper but have them copied and‘sent
to the president, to the senators-from
your state and to the congressman
from you district. - R

We, citizens of...,........ , in
mass meeting assembled this....
day of............ , 1917, vigor-

ously protest against this count;
becoming involved 'in war wit
Germany or any other nation. )
The agitation for war is solely
in the interest of munition makers
and food and supply speculators.
By deliberately using the Euro-
* pean war in order to make money
or its already gorged capitalists,
the United States has become an
accomplice in whalesale murder.
If this country were to go to war
under the present circumstances,
it would be fighting for the privi-
lege of continuing to make money
out of the great tragedy of Eu-
rope. In other words, it would be
fighting for the maintenance of an
infamous wrong—not a right.
We demand that no war shall
be declared without a referendum
vote of the people.
We demand that the severance
of diplomatic relations with Ger-
many be rescinded. - ’

\

We demand that a complete -

embargo be placed upon the ship-
ment of all goods, munitions and
otherwise, to all of the belliger-
ent countries. B
We demand that American cit-
izens and American ships be warn-
ed to keep out of the war zone ex-
cept at their own risk. v
“We further demand that, in or-
der that the resulting decrease
- in foreign markets may be a bles-
sing instead of a curse to the Am-
erican people, the exploiting. in-
dustries of the nation shall be col-
lectively owned ahd aperated, and
that the workers therein shall be
paid the full value of their labor,
thus enabling them to purchase
- the entire product. . : )
Resolved that copies of thesd
“resolutions be sent. to the presi-
- dent of the United States, to the -
senators from this state, and to
ttlr‘iec 1:,«eongrest;man} fram_ this dis-

‘| with the dead.

Meeting The Crisis.

The present crisis will tax every atom of
our strength, financial as well as otherwise.
We must carry on an unusual amount of
publicity and ‘agitation work to offset the war
craze of the jingo press. This work cannot be
carried on without incurring expenses. The
patriots for profits' are spending millions to
spread their military and war propaganda. We
must meet them with the last vestige of our
united power. \ )

The National Executive Committee sent out
an appeal for a $50,000 organization fund.
This is asking for a little over fifty cents per
member. Some members can and are giving
more. - . ,

The_se are no times to quibble or equivocate.
The situation is too grave. These are times

the call to action.

and mass all forces for a united opposition
?éamst Russianizing and Prussianizing Amer-
- We appegl to you to be as liberal as possible
and act quickly in this extreme emergency.
Sgngl all contributions to the National Office
Socialist Party, 803 W. Madison St., Chicago.

Centralizing Power.

It is gratifying to note that the U S
committee on judiciary has had the’coﬁriegzaig
fc:?ll]'a halllt on thetpernicious schemes to cen-
tralize all power to make war i '
of 'IE}IIe President. i the hands

e militarists who seem to be gaining in
power at the White House in Washinift;n
overstepped themselves when they attempted

blanket authority to employ the ar
of the.Un.ited States in ghryost any nr;:(;rfg:c}(ig
sees fit in the submarine cohtroversy with
Germany. -

The senators felt this power was “danger-
ously broad”. It is more than that, it is criminal

of the forms of democracy.

Of course thp Dpresident will now submit his
various propositions to congress but this will
give an opportunity for some discussion.

- It is noj: even sufficient that congress dis-
cuss t}le big, vital problems of the nation. The
SOClal.lSt Party. demands a referendum on %the
question of going to war and this matter has
already received considerable support in con-:
gress. - . . ‘

" President Wilson might” meet with mo~

of the people rather than in his own.

Why Should You Care?

(Continued from first column.)

they are organized and the masses of the
people are not. The blame is not with the
gamblers who gouge us—the fault lies with
the_ masses who refuse to organize and use
,tpelr united strength in the economic -organiza-
tion and political organization to take over-the
industries and operate them in the interest of

them over. The first duty is to organize into

number of people that the industries should be
common property and we aré determined to

Surely you should trust yourself to the extent

that you would be willing to help decide the

‘method by which the railroads,

mills, mines, etc., shall become the property

of the people, to be’operated for the people,
Worth Working For.

Don’t you think this is worth working for?
If you do, why don’t you join the Socialist
Party and speed on the day when this will be
a glad reality ? o

Commercial rivalry which produced wars
will end, and war will end. Profits, the root ot
monopoly, will end, and there will be no in-

life to gouge the masses. -

It can be done only by united action thru
organization. '

This army of soldiers for the common good
is growing every day. Be one of them.

~  Out Of The Day’s Mail

Here is, a letter taken out of our mail today:
’ Washburn, Wise., Feb. 24, 1917.

' Dear Comrades In The Struggle For Justice: "

For the past three yearg I have read many news-
apers, but I have never found one that embodied. in
our pages one-tenth part the honest appeal to the
souls of men that The American Socialist does.

justice, kindness, peace, honor, decency, intelligence,
civilization, freedom, happiness and world-wide unity,
harmony and peace on earth, good will toward men.
Your honest toil and martyrdom for the producers
and unselfish eontributions speak out of every page that
to do good is your ideal, that so long as harmony does
not reign in any spot, there is ybur country, that you

harmonize it. - L
- Yours with happiness, . -
' Ne‘elu E. Farnham.

a mere movement without actual power.
until it gets the power. ~

Anyhow, the peac—; proposals have ended a lot of

| out for conquest and loot.

Socialism is coming all right. It is not its fault

ﬁiat it has to

The war merely means that the exploiters have

‘.’tlg'own their full weight toward: tumint% the world
But the

backward and keeping it enslaved. -

y will fail.

to confer indirectly upon President Wilson

have them, the way will then be determined..

_Socialism could not insure peace so long as it was.
But wait

that demand a quick and liberal response to

We are looking to each of you to join hands '

in a republic that claims to have adopted some .

N

popular support if he urged that more of the -
| war-making powers be centralized in the hands

all. Don’t ask me how we are going to take -

the Labor Unions and into the Seocialist Party. '
When you have helped to convince a sufficient

\,

factories, -

centive for a few ¢o hoard the necessaries of -

Its pages overflow with reason, honesty, sympathy, -

.| may give with your whole heart and all you have to.

hypocritical piffle about the nations at war not being
N AY . .

pi(_:k its way thru battlefields stréwn -
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Twoe Speeches

By London

On Peace And Armaments

sentatives by the lone Socialist congressman, Meyer London, as they

HERE' ARE the two speeches recently delivered in the house of repre-

| appeared in the Congressional Record. The first speech was on the
Pr_es1g1ent’s peace message and the second in opposition to the huge appro-
priations planned for the army and navy and other military purposes. The

speeches were as follows?
* #*

Saturday, January 27, 1917.

The House in Committee of the Whole House
on the state of the Union had under con-
sideration the bill (H. R, 20453) making ap-
propriations for fortifications and other works
of defense, for the armament thereof, for the
procurement of heavy ordinance for trial and
gervice, and for other purposes.

Mr. LONDON. Mr. Chairman, I
wish to say a few words. A great deal
has been said about the message of
the President to the Senate relating
to the European situation. The Presi-
dent is an artist of the written and
spoken word. There is so much in his
message that many a man will find
more than one meaning in it. We must,
however, first of all look upon that
message as one of the steps in the
peace negotiations; and when we look
upon the message as a step in that
direction the whole world is bound to
applaud the President for having
taken that step. There is another thing
in that message which is to be com-
mended by all, and that is that a
serious atteppt is made to introduce
;z moral principle into international
aw.

The difficulty with international
law is that it concerns itself only
with the rules of the game of war.
It does not lay down principles that
justify war under certain -circum-
stances and condemn it under others.
For instance, the general opinion of
the world has condemned the invasion
of Belgium and the attack upon Ser-
bia, but there is no principle in the
textbooks on international law which
would condemn any big nation for in-
vading the territory of a small nation.
As a matter of fact, all of the great
European nations have been busy in-
vading the territories of small and
helpless nations. As a matter of fact,
the United States of America is to-day
in possession of the Philippine Islands
and Porto Rico, and our Navy is now
at Santo Domingo trying to establish
a stable form of Government. The
establishment of a stable form of gov-
ernment for a small nation by a big
one is usually follawed by the swal-
lowing of the little nation by the big
one. It would have been a fine thing
if, following the message of the Pre-
sident of the United States to the
Senate proclaiming to the world a
new moral principle of internationsal
ethics, there had been a withdrawal
of the Navy from Santo Domingo,
just as the President has decided to
withdraw the Army from Mexico. Of
course by withdrawing the Army
from Mexico he has invited the
criticism of some people who think
that in addition to having expended
more than $100,000,000 in Mexico we
should have done some killing and
grabbed some Mexican territory.

While the President attempts to

“troduce this new principle of inter-

.cnal ethics, there is one thing in
his proposition which is dangerous,
and that is the proposition that was
indorsed by the able gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. Gillett) who
spoke a little while ago. There is
nothing more dangerous than the
entry of the United States into an
international alliance if membership
in the alliance would involve the use
of the armed forces of the United
States in the joint enterprises of the
alliance. I certainly favor a league of
nations, but my contention is that as
Jong as each member of the inter-
national league maintains an army
and navy, and as long as the nations
of the world have the power to loose
these forces, just so long will there
be no opportunity for permanent in-
ternational peace. It is the possession
of armies by nations which have con-
flicting interests that is bound to lead
to war.

Mr. GILLETT. Will the gentleman
yield for a question?

Mr. LONDON. I will.

Mr. GILLETT. Does the gentleman
think there is any possibility of doing
away with armament except by some
concert of nations?

Mr. LONDON. Exactly so.

Mr. GILLETT. So is not this a
first step toward that?
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Mr. LONDON. The first step which
must be taken in the direction of in-
ternational peace is to lay down a
principle which is to guide nations
in their relations toward the smaller
and helpless nationalities. Then it
will be necessary to provide means
of enforecing this principle. An dgree-
ment to use the armed forces of na-
tions in order to secure' obedience to
this fundamental principle is bound
to lead to new alliances, to new com-
binations, which is after all new com-
binations of armies and navies, and
therefore dangerous. I suggested in
the resolution which I introduced on
the 6th of December, 1915, that the
commercial boycott be used as a
means to punish the recalcitrant or
offending nations. If the United States
should now join an international
league, it would simply mean that
there will be one more member of the
entente, for surely there is no pos-
sibility of the United States ever
joining the other side. If I had a
little more time, 5 or 10 minutes, tho
I may not desire to use it,.I would
feel a little freer-

Mr. SHERLEY.
gentleman three more minutes.

‘"The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
has two minutes remaining and the
gentleman is recognized for five
minutes.

Mr. LONDON, We are dealing with
a big proposition. What has been the
bone of contention among the nations
of the world, if not the desire of
powerful nations to aggrandize them-
selves at the expense of small na-
tions, or of nations cccupying large
territories but industvially undevel-
oped, and thcrefore offering an easy
prey. .

Morocco, Tunis, Tripoli, the Bal-
kans, Persia, China tell the same
story and have the same grievance
against the so-called civilized nations.

Now, if we lay down the principle
that no big nation should be permit-
ted to attack the rights of any little
nationality, you have eliminated the
principal cause of modern war. What

should we adopt as the next prin-|h

ciple? The._reduction of armaments,
and you have international peace very
near to realization. I can not agree
with the man who Dbelieves inter-
national peace is impossible. I can
not agree with the man who looks
upon every effort in the direction of
a brotherhood of nations as the effort
of dreamers. On the contrary, just as
true as civilization has consolidated
small nationalities into big nations,
just as true as the thirteen little
Colonies found it necessary to unite
into one great Republic, extending its
influence over a continent, just as
surely can a foundation be laid for a
universal concert of nations. Let us
understand the causes of war, and we
will be able to eliminate it. Let us
understand that the principal cause
of modern war is the clash and con-
flict of economic interests, and we
will find a way of making war im-
possible. In nine cases out of ten what
is supposed to be a question of na-
tional honor is but a question of na-
tional interests. When it is a question
of national interests let the democra-
cies of the world decide whether the
national interests involved are serious
enough to justify the country in enter-
ing into war. (Applause.) That is the
long and short of it. That is why I
welcome the President’s message as a
step in the direction of peace, as a
step in the enunciaticn of a great
moral law for the guidance of the na-
tions of the world, as an .invitation
to the democracies of the world to
study the causes of war and to take
up these great questions of inter-
national relations. There can be no
safety until they have been democra-
tized. (Applause.)

Mr. AUSTIN. What about the Pre-
sident’s proposition about the United
States entering into combination with
other nations by armament and arms
to enforce peace?

Mr. LONDON. The gentleman
came in after I had started. I op-
posed that suggestion. The Presi-
dent’s message is welcome, because it
attracts the attention of the world
to the fundamental principle of inter-
national peace.

Mr. Chairman, . I ask unanimous
consent to correct and extend my re-
marks in the Record.

The CHAIRMAN.
tion ?

There was no objection.

Is there objec-

Wednesday, January 31, 1917.

The hJ)use,in Committee of the Whole House
on ‘the state of the Union had under con-
sideration the bill (H. R, 20573) to provide
increased revenue to defray the expenses of
the increasell appropriations for the Army and
Navy and the extensions of fortifications, and
for other purposes.

Mr. LONDON. Mr. Chairman and
gentlemen, in 10 minutes, speaking on
a subject of this magnitude, one can
give expression to a sense of pain
only. All ‘taxes, whether they are
called income taxes. or whether they
are taxes paid in the form of-a tariff,
are paid by the men and women who
work. No matter who sends the check
for the tax to the tax collector, the
taxes are paid by the people who
contribute useful service. herefore
all this talk of the Republicans to the
effect that if a high protective tariff
were imposed the people would not be
taxed is logically as indefensible as
the argument of the Democrats that
because in the first instance the tax
is payable by the rich, the poor people
will not be called upon ultimately to
pay them. -

Income is derived either from prop-
erty or from service, and in order
that there may be income from prop-
erty somebody must be rendering
service, so that it is the man who
renders service that pays the burden
of taxation. The man who works for
a living is seldom rich. If the gentle-
man from Ohio (Mr. Emerson) is
right in his statement that he is op-
posed to the proposed tax because the
Republicans will have to pay it, then
according' to my theory very few

Republicans work for & living.
(Laughtsr.) - o

I will yield thel

‘of munition interests.

I know that my voice is like the
voice of one crying in the wilderness.
I am not an obstructionist, and I
would cheerfully aid the party in
power, responsible for the conduet of
the Government in this Congress, to
carry thru necessary revenue legis-
lation. But when I read the title of
the bill, “A bill to provide increased
revenue to defray the expenses for
the increased appropriations for the
Army and Navy and the extension of
fortifications,” I can not get myself
to vote for it.

You on the Republican side talk
deprecatingly about the promise to
reduce the high cost of living having
been disregarded by the Democrats,
and the Democrats, of course, have
no remedy to offer for the high cost
of living. What is the Republican
remedy for the high cost of living?
A protective tariff? Can you imagine
that a protective tariff will reduce the
cost of living ? Is anybody bold enough
to suggest the thought that——

Mr. COOPER of Ohio. Mr. Chair-
man, will the gentleman yield there?

Mr. LONDON. Yes.

Mr. COOPER of Ohio. Has the
gentleman heard any Republican say
that a protective tariff will reduce
the high cost of living?

Mr. LONDON. No; they are not as
stupid as all that. (Laughter.) All
I say is that the argument they ad-
vance, that a protective tariff is the
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WASHINGTON.—“If the Un-

ited States Navy can bring war

about, it will do s0.”
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tion the other day, of a Rear
Admiral in the United States
Navy. He is on the retired list—
which accounts for his frank-
ness. No naval officer on the
active list would dare make such
a statement, even in private.

If the United States Navy can
bring war about, it will do so. It
was the United States Navy, it
will be remembered, which re-
ported to the Government at
Washington that the U. S. S.
“Maine” had been sunk by an ex-
plosion from the outside—and
that report plus Hearst sent us

to war for the Sugar Trust. To

this day no honest historian
dares to aver that the Maine was

bring war about, it will do so.”

Rear Acmiral S.. ..., I might
add, is no pacifist. He is a real
Naval officer, one of the best
ever in the service. But now that
he is out of the service, now that
service in perspective, he can
tell the truth.

Watch the Navy. Don’t let the
Navy stampede you or the men
you know. Tt is up to the people
of the United States, by every
means in their power, to be the
men behind the machines, to
refuse to allow the explosion of
a ship or a gun or a boiler or a
squadron to hurl the whole
country into a war.

And the people can do this if
they will keep a strong hold upon
their Congressmen and their
Senators and direct them not to
let the President declare war un-
til and unless they, the people,
shall.so decree.
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solution of all ills, is not a sound
argument.

Mr. GARLAND. Mr.
will the gentleman yield?
Mr. LONDON. Yes.
Mr. GARLAND. Have you not
heard the Democrats say that a low-
ering of the tariff would reduce the
cost of living? (Laughter on the

Republican side.)

Mr. LONDON, Oh, neither the
Republicans nor the Dcmograts know
ow .to tackle these problems.
(Laughter.) The high cost of living
will not be reduced as long as a min-
ority of the people have it within
their power to tax the great masses
by owning the means of production
and transportation. As long as at
minority of the peovle control the
means of production and distribution
they will charge such prices as they
can get. They who own and control
the means necessary to keep people
alive own and control the lives of the
people.

Now, I am opposed to this bill be-
cause every man, woman, and child
will be taxed $10 a year to pay for
preparedness which there is no earth-
ly use for. The people ask for bread
and shoes and clothing and shelter,
and you give them cannon, fortifica-
tions, and artillery. As I predicted on
the 18th of January, 1915, the Demo-
crats have fallen into the trap which
the Republicans prepared for them.
Some Democrats say they are opposed
to the preparedness expenditures be-
cause they are reckless, unreasonable,
and criminal, but that they are com-
pelled to vote for a measure to raise
the revenue so long as a preparedness
program of huge dimensions has been
adopted. Why should you act as ac-
complices to a crime?

If the preparedness sagitation is
criminal and reckless and exorbitant
and imposes burdens upon the people
which the people should not be called
upon to bear, why do you vote for
these appropriation bills? How can
you vote to raise revenue for a thing
that you are opposed to?

Then there is one more danger, one
more - menace, that I want to warn
you against., For years the protec-
tionist interests have ruled the coun-
try. They were powerful; they were
giants financially and industrially.
Now you are facing a new menace, a
new danger, a mnew aristocracy of
cash, a new power of finance. One
billion dollars will be poured out of
the -pockets of the people of the
United States and out of Uncle Sam’s
Treasury into the pockets of the war
traffickers. They will be supplied with
a billion dollars, which will be used
to corrupt, to defile, to dictate the
editorials of your mnewspapers, to
make and unmake men, and to shape
public opinion. A new aristocracy, a
new power, a new danger is being
created by this $1,000,000,000 appro-
priation out’ of the pockets of the
people. If you were serious, if you
were earnest about the interests of
the people, the problem of the high
cost of living should cccupy your at-
tention now. Stop fortifying. You
are not in immediate danger. No Ger-
man professor has invented a powder
which will dry up the Atlantic so
that the Kaiser may march an army
upon Boston and New York. Up to
1898 you had only 24,000 soldiers.
You had more police officers than
soldiers. You were not invaded by
anybody; You were not menaced by
any power. You were not in any dan-
ger. What is this all about? You
Democrats know that there is mno
reason behind the cry for prepared-
ness except the artificial cry stimu-
lated by munition interests, as a great
many Republicans know. But the
trouble with both of you is that you
are hidebound by machine rules. You
have to vote as your leaders tell you
to vote, and you subordinate your
reason, you eliminate your inde-
pendence, you do away with your
own thinking. The President was
frightened by the impetus that was
given to the preparedness campaign,
and he in turn frightened the Demo-
crats, and they yielded against their
own judgment and their own senti-
ments. Gentlemen, I ask you to call
a halt to this preparedness cam-
paign. I call upon you to devote the
remaining days of this session of
Congress to the problem of the high
cost of living; I call upon you to
legislate for the people instead of
legislating to create an aristocracy

Chairman,

to talk of other things.

Mexico last summer.
Boyd and a troop of negro sol-
diers were sent on a mission.
Their way lead thru a town.
Their general orders had been to
avoid towns, to go around them.
They were met by Mexicans with
a white flag who told them not
to go thru the town. “We formed
for attack”,
wrote in his noté-book—And
that tells the whole story.
Army wanted war with Mexico.
Boyd, representing the spirit of
the Army,
when there was no danger of at-
tack. He attacked and was over-
whelmed and the brave men with
him were killed, and the jingoes
nearly got the entire Army down
to avenge his death.

really sunk by an explosion from
the outside. Every naval expert
of the board which made the re-
port knows that he does not
know which it was,
or an ingide explosion, but the
press cried
Spain!” and we went to war.

an outside

“To Hell With

The country went to war in
1898 because the Navy wanted

to go to war and win glory and
honor and promotion and pres-
tige for itself.

So we went to war.

Clever Trick Fails.
The Navy wanted us to get

into war with Mexico and so a

Naval officer, for a slight real or
fancied insult, demanded that
Huerta salute our flag. It was a

clever trick, but Wilson failed to

fall for it, and when Huerta’s
time limit expired, Wilson began
The
Navy, however, kept up talking
war and national honor and dig-

nity and murder and arson—But
it got no war.

Yet the outstanding fact re-

mains that the Navy wants war.

Remember this.

Someday the cables or the
wireless will tell of some kind of

a naval encounter between some
kind of an American war vessel

and some kind of a German ship.
The Navy wants something like
this to happen because such an
event might lead to war. Back

of the Navy the steel makers

want such a thing to happen, be-
cause the steel makers will pro-
fit gloriously from war. Back of
the steel makers the bankers—
some of them—want this to hap-
pen, because war brings out
money to be spent for prepara-
tion, and whenever money is
handled, that means profits to
the bankers. Back of them all,
back of war, lies greed and pro-
fits and exploitation.

But in the forefront is the
Navy, picturesque, efficient,
dominant, appealing to the ima-
gination. The Navy is our first
line of defense. It must bear the
brunt. Without it a foe could
easily penetrate - our harbors
and land ox: our shores.. But—

The Navy is also our first line
of ATTACK. It must bear the
brunt. Without it we cannot
easily penetrate the harbors of

our enemies—whoever they may
be—and land on their shores.

“.Recall the Carrizal incident in
Captain

the dying Boyd
The

formed for attack

Watch The Navy! )
So it may be withy the Navy.

I would not have bg¢lieved this
possible, had I not learned what
Rear Admiral S. ... {. !
(Applause.) [the . ‘United States Navy can

..said: “If

By Max 8. Hayes.

O SOONER does one police

scandal in New York City
| shock the community and pass
into history, than another breaks
forth to lay bare the reeking corrup-
tion in the department. which, in
point of brutality displayed toward
the working people, is competing
closely with the Chicago police force
for the great honor of being second
only to the tyrannical gendarmes of
Petrograd. In the latest expose con-
fessions have been made by assistants
in the office of former District At-
torney Perkins that they as well as
a number of police officials were on
the pay roll of garment manufactur-
ers during the 1915 strike. One A. L.
Wilson, a secretary in the District
Attorney’s office admitted that he
had received $100 a week from the
garment - manufacturers, another
heeler called “Little Doggie” was
paid $15 and $10 expense money
weekly, and testimony was also

men detailed on strike duty received
$5 per day each as graft. Hundreds
of dollars were also expended weekly
on friends of the policemen, on wit-
nesses who perjured themselves to
fconviet strikers who were arrested
and for the services of other crooks
employed to defeat the workers. The
big New York dailies are printing
very few of the facts that bear on
this latest sensation, trusting that it
will soon be forgotten.

' E I SN

WHAT WAS probably the most
oquiet but exciting contest in the
history of the United Mine Workers
has just been conecluded in the an-
nouncement cf the tellers that John
P. White was re-elected president by
101,529 votes, to 92,953 for John
Walker, of Danville, Ill. Vice-Pres-
ident Hayes and - Secretary Wm.
Green have also been re-elected, as
were the sitting delegates to the A.
F. of L. In the election of the Broth-
erhood of Carpenters, the second larg-
est union in the A. F. of L., President
Hutcheson, Secretary Duffy and other
incumbent officials were all re-elect-
ed. * * * % .

THE GOOD people of Wyomin
have also learned something about
the graft cleaned up by insurance
companies. The first year and a half
of the Wyoming compensation law
shows a surplus of over $300,000.
The expense of enforcing the Inw
was 1.44 per cent, against 45 per
cent cost to private companies. No
wonder the Wall Street crooks are
wallowing in wealth and look upon
the rest of the country as their easy

mutton.
% * * *

THE CONVENTIONS of the State
Federations of Labor in.Oklahoma,
Colorado and Washington, held re-
cently, have gone on record in favor
of social insurance, old age pensions,
and similar progressive ideas.

The German military authorities
have unexpectedly ordered trade
union and other officials belonging to
the Socialist Majority to present
themselves for examination. All Op-
position Socialist officials were called
up long ago, but the former, who
number nearly 10,000, - have been
exempted hitherto.

he is old enough to look at the|T

brought out that at least four police-{Parely able to get up, but,

THE GALL OF THE WILD

By JACK LONDON.
Copyright By Jack London.

(Continued from last week.)

With the dogs failing, Mercedes
weeping and riding, Hal swearing.in-
nocuously, and Charles’ eyes wisttully
watering, they staggered into John
hornton’s camp at the mouth of
White River. When they halted, the
dogs dropped down as though they
had all been struck dead. Mercedes
dried her eyes and looked at John
Thornton. Charles sat down on a log
to rest. He sat down very slowly and
painstakingly what of his great stiff-
ness. Hal did the talking. John
Thornton was whittling the last
touches on an axe-handle he had made
from a stick of birch. He whittled
and listened, gave monosyllabic re-
plies, and, when it was asked, terse
advice. He knew the breed, and he
gave his advice in the certainty that
it would not be followed.

“They told us up above that the
bottom was dropping out of the trail
and that the best thing for us to do
was to lay over,” Hal said in response
to Thornton’s warning to take no more
chances on the rotten ice. “They told
us we couldn’t make White River, and
here we are.” This last with a sneer-
ing ring of triumph in it.

“And they told you true,” John
Thornton answered. - “The bottom’s
likely to drop out at any moment.
Only fools, with the blind liuck of
fools, could have made jt. I tell you
straight, I wouldn’ty risk my carcass
on that ice for all the gold in Alas-

ka.”
Fools And Folly.

“That’s because 'you’re not a fool,
I suppose,” said Hal. “All the same,
we'll go on to Dawson.” He uncoiled
his whip. “Get up there, Buck! Hi!
Get up there; Mush on!”

Thornton went on whittling. It
was idle, he knew, to get between a
fool and his folly; while two or three
fools more or less would not alter the
scheme of things.

But the team did not get up at the
command. It had long since passed
into the state where blows were re-
quired to rouse it. The whip flashed
out, here and there, on its merciless
errands. John Thornton compressed
his lips. Sol-leks was the first to
crawl to his feet. Teek followed. Joe
came next, yelping with pain. Pike
made painful efforts. Twice he fell
over, when half up, and on the third
attempt managed to rise. Buck made
no effort. He lay quietly where he had
fallen. The lash bit into him again
and again, but he neither whined nor
struggled. Several times Thornton
started, as tho to speak, but changed
his mind. A moisture came into his
eyes, and, as the whipping continued,
he arose and walked irresolutely upn
and down.

This was the first time Buck had
failed, in itself a sufficient reason
to drive Hal into a rage. He ex-
changed the whip for the customary
club. Buck refused to move under the
rain of heavier blows which now fell
apon him. Like his mates, he was
; unlike
"them, he had ‘made up his mind not
to get up. He had a vague feeling
of impending doom. This had been
strong upon him when he pulled in to
the bank, and it had not departed
from him. What of the thin and rot-
ten ice he had felt under his feet
all day, it seemed that he sensed
disaster close at hand, out there
ahead on the ice where his master
was trying to drive him, He refused
to stir. So greatly had he suffered,
and so far gone was he, that the
blows did not hurt much. And as

they continued to fall upon him, the
spark of life within flickered and
went down. It was nearly out. He

felt strangely numb. As tho from a
great distance, he was aware that
he was being beaten. The last sen-
sations of pain left him. He no lon-
ger felt anything, tho very faintly
he could hear the impact of the club
upon his body. But it was no longer
his body, it seemed so far away.

And then, suddenly, without warn-
ing, uttering a cry that was inarticul-
ate and more like the cry of an
animal, John Thornton sprang upon
the man who wielded the club. Hal
was hurled backward, as tho struck
by a falling tree. Mercedes scream-
ed. Charles looked on wistfully, wip-
ed his watery eyes, but did not get up
because of his stiffness.

John Thornton stood
struggling to control himself,
convulsed with rage to speak.

“If you strike that dog again, I'll
kill you,” he at last managed to say
in a choking voice.

- “It’s my dog,” Hal replied, wiping
the blood from his mouth as he
came back. “Get out of my way, or
Tl fix you. I'm going to Dawson.”

Thornton stood between him and
Buck, and evinced no intention of
getting out of the way. Hal drew his
long hunting-knife. Mercedes scream-
ed, cried, laughed, and manifested
the chaotic abandonment of hysteria.
Thornton rapped Hal’s knuckles with
the axehandle, knocking the knife to
the ground. He rapped his knuckles
again as he tried to pick it up. Then
he stooped, picked it up himself, and
with two strokes cut Buck’s traces.

Bottom Dreps Out Of Trail.

Hal had no fight left in him. Be-

sides, his hands were full with his

over Buck,
too
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sister, or his arms, rather; while
Buck was too near dead to be of
further use in hauling the sled. A
few minutes later they pulled out
from the bank and down the river.
Buck heard them go and raised his
head to see. Pike was leading, Sol-
leks was at the wheel, and between
were Joe and Teek, Mercedes was
riding the loaded sled. Hal guided at
the gee-pole, and Charles stumbled
along in the rear.

As Buck watched them, Thornton
knelt beside him and with rough.
kindly hands searched for broken
bones. By the time his search hag
disclosed nothing more than ma%
bruises and a state of terrible starva-
tion, the sled was a quarter of a mile
away. Dog and rhan watched it crawl-
ing along over the ice. Suddenly,
they saw it back and drop down, as
into a rut, and the gee-pole, with
Hal clinging- to it, jerk into the air.
Mercedeg’s scream came to their
ears. hey saw Charles turn and
make one step to run back, and then
a whole section of ice give way and
dogs’and humans disappear. A yawn-
ing hole was all that was to be seen.
The1 bottom had dropped out of the
trail.

John Thornton and Buck looked at
each other.

“You poor devil,” said John
Thornton, and Buck licked his hand.

(To be continued.)

It may be an awful thing to con-
fiscate capitalist property for the sake
of human life, but it is certainly no
more awful than to confiscate human
life and all that makes life worth liv-
ing for the sake of capitalist property.

Is it not significant that while
public ownership 1is constantly en-
larging its field at the expense of pri-
vate ownership, there 1is hardly a
single case on record of an industry
once acquired by the public going back
into the hands of capitalists? .

About sixty nations own and oper-
ate their own railroads. Without ex-
ception public ownership in these na-
tions has been found superior to the
private ownership which preceded it.
The service has been improved, the
hours of labor have been shortened,
wages have been increased, and trans-
portation and travel have been made
cheaper and safer.

COMRADES CO-OPERATIVE!

Have a real Socialist Co-operative
make your clothes, conducted by only
Red card members Socialist Party.

SUITS AND OVERGOATS

from #1500 to $B455.00

Strictly union and tailor made.
State price you wish to pay and we
will send samples, stylebook and
measurement blank.

Harry Nelson, Dietrich, Idaho,
writes:—Am thoroly satisfied with
suit and will recommend you to my
friends.

Chas. Dahlhaus, Terre Haute, Ind.,
writes:—Received overcoat and sat-
isfied. Sends order for suit. .

W. C. Buckland, Pacific Junction,
Towa, says:—Received suit and high-
ly pleased with it as are others. En-
closed find order for another party.

Drop us a card NOW.

SOCIALIST EXCHANGE

ILORING DEPT.
2659 FTJ%LERTON AVE., CHICAGO.

GET MY PRICES

1 can ship at once any size or s&ile WITTE
High-Grade Engine—2 to 22 H-P.—Keroseneor
Gasoline — Stationary, Portable or Saw-Rig—
N !,Vi!nm- uaranteed & Years. You

D o L have k{,mxt&:o'gs eeks for

ED. H. WITTE 303100. C.bok‘eo;en inos - g
--Cash or Easy Payments. My Free lfook

*‘fiow To Judge Engines,’” by return

1pail, --Ed, H. Witte, Pres.
WITTE ENGINE WORKS, N
326-.0nkland Ave.,  Kansas Cily, Mo, £8¢
8262Emplro Bidg., Dittsbusgh, Pa,

FIBRE

™. e s o
3-LB.” FIBER LEGS—ON EAS
TERMS. Orthopedic Braces for all
Deformities. Send for Booklet.

RAY TRAUTMAN, 633 Dean Building
Minneapolis, Minn.

WANTED.—Live Wire Secretary-
Organizer. Union-member preferred.
Salary, $75.00 to $100.00 per month.
For details communicate with L. G.
Boyd, temp. Sec’y Local Portland, Ore.
<. P., 725 Tibbets St., Portland, Ore.

FREE-(i MONTHS — INVESTING FOR —PROIFT
3 a monthly Guide to Money-Making.
Tells how $100 grows to $2,200—how to wxet
richer quickly and honestly. H. L. pARBER,
Pub. 474, 32 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago.

KNOWLEDGE. The kind that every-
s body wants, but that few possess.
Particulars free, :

Liberty Pub. Co. Sta D, Box 4-D. Clevcland, O.
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WRINGER MOPS
EASY MONEY

Geton EASY STREET sell~
Ing Easy Mops
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8) 1y at all points. When
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automatically for
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About Loyalty

By LEWIS J. DUNCAN.

The Socialists of Minneapolis have
protested to President Wilson against
war and against this nation’s becom-
ing involved in the conflict which
has made and is still making of
Europe one vast field of horrible
slaughter, and is laying upon the in-
nocent and helpless people of the
warring nations heavy burdens of
grief, toil and suffering which they
have neither desired nor deserved.

Another group of citizens in Min-
neapolis, calling themselves a “Loy-
alty League,” has denounced the So-
cialist protest as disloyal. The mem-
bers of this league demonstrate their
own loyalty by pledging themselves
to “stand by President Wilson.”

President Wilson owes his re-elec-
tion, more than anything else prob-
ably, to the conviction in the minds
of American voters that he had “kept
us out of war.” That was loyalty in
him then." The people of the United
States did not want war. They do
not want it now; not many of them.
But, if keeping out of war was Toy-
alty three months ago, why is the
effort of Socialists, to keep the nation
out of war still longer, disloyalty
now?

Reduced to simplest terms, the
conception of loyalty made manifest
by the Loyalty League is that of jin-
goists more than of patriots.

“We do not want to fight,

But, by Jingo, if we do,

We have the ships, we have the

men, -

And we have the money, too.”
But this is the spirit of arrogance

and bravado, sometimes mistaken
for patriotism. Loyalty is a passion
that moves to nobler measures.

Only they who know what means
a deep compelling devotion to some
noble and commanding ideal can
have any conc#ption of what loyalty
really is. From such a conception
the Loyalty League is leagues away.
Their conception seems to be merely
a willingness to fight when the Pres-
ident shall say, “Sic ’em!” Some
dogs share in this conception. In
men it is not dependable, We hope
a list of the membership of the l.oy-
alty League of Minneapolis will be
published. It will be valuable for
reference when the President, if he
ever does, shall feel constrained to
say, “Sic ’em!” In that event, we
venture to predict, the loyalty ‘of the
Loyalty Leaguers will scarcely avail
to compel them into enlistment for
active service in the United States
navy.

Our American ideal is and always
has been, fundamentally, one of
peace and comity with all men and
nations. It is an ideal founded in
faith in the common people and sup-
ported by institutions of democracy
—freedom, justice and the right for
all mankind, buttressed by equal
laws and rights, and to be defended,
it need be, by the blood and lives of
citizens, Loyalty, if it means any-
thing to a citizen of the United
States, must mean loyalty to this
1deal. It is what Abraham Lincoin
voiced when he uttered the immortal
sentence: . )

“It is rather for us to be here
dedicated to the great task re-
maining before us, that from these
aonored dead we take increased
devotion to the cause for which
they gave the last full measure of
devotion; that we here highly re-
solve that these dead shall not
have died in vain;—-that this na-
cord, under God, shall have a new
pirth of freedom;—and that .gov-
srnment of the people, by the peo-
ple, for the people, shall not per-
ish from the earth.”

The loyalty of Socialists is, first
and fundamentally, loyvalty to this
ideal. If sometimes 1t appears to
others, or even to Socialists them-
selves, that our loyalty is, first and
fundamentally, loyalty to the work-
ing class, this is becausge the imper-
ative demand and need of that class,
today, is for the wuniversal peace,
comity, freedom, justice and right
which inhere in the ideal of Amer-
jcan democracy, To them, this loy-
alty, is devotion to mankind and es-
pecially to the downtrodden and op-
pressed of mankind. They hate war.
They have every reason to hate it;
for upon the working class has al-
ways fallen heaviest the burdens,
sacrifices and sufferings of war, and
to the working class the least of
war’s benefits and emoluments.

Socialists of America have not
been caught, as were their European
comrades, in the passion and hys-
teria of nationalism. They have had
time to observe and reflect upon the
present war. They see it for what
it is—an outrageous and indefensi-
ble crime against humanity. They
see its economic causes and purposes.
They know it to be a capitalist war;
a war which is slaying the workers
of the nations by the million§; break-
ing up their homes; destroyng the
wealth which they and generations
of workers before them have cre-
ated; starving their wives and chil-
dren; and threatening to enslave the
coming generations of workers in or-
der to discharge the war-debts that
have rolled up into the billions—and
all to feed fat the pride and power!
of an arrogant apd tyrannical master
class and to buttress still longer the

SOC!ALISTS: ATTENTION!

The American Socialist Move-
ment must be based upon Amel.'-
ican needs and American condi-
tions. You cannot know these,
without a study of American
history.

A. M. Simons—the ablest historian
in the Socialist Movement—has pre-
pared a correspondence Course in
American History, ‘for the People’s
College, to meet your need.

Write TODAY for free catalog
descriptive of this great Course—
you cannot afford to miss' it,

Use the time, NOW, to pre- pe‘ﬂ‘:,s
pare for the great days College
ahead. Fort Scott,

Kans, Dept. S.

Please send me Cata-

log descriptive of the A.
M. Simons Course in Amer-
ican History.

Write TODAY for
catalog — clip
this coupon

Address...oreieencnarcsaconsnsoisene

.} whole country,

Strikes And Officers Of The Law

EDITOR'’S NOTE.—Here is an important article
at this particular time that can be used effectively
by our speakers, especially in the Eastern states,
where they are trying to put over the infamous
constabulary law. It effectually settles a point of
dispute of long standing. We have a precedent
here which we can use in all of our propaganda
against constabularies and the militia and army in
reference to the labor movement,

* ok R %

By EUGENE V. DEBS.
HAVE OFTEN made the statement that
during labor strikes officers of the law who
are supposed to preserve law and order are

themselves the inciters to violence and the
instigators of rioting, disorder, destruction of
property, and even murder. This statement has
often been challenged and indignantly denied
by the capitalist press. This was particularly
true with reference to rioting incited by United
States deputy marshals at Chicago during the
- Pullman strike. I made the statement that when
the strike was absolutely won, when the rail-
roads were utterly defeated and the American
Railway Union completely victorious, the rail-
roads had an army of so-called “Deputy United
States Marshals” sworn in, armed with badges
of United States authority, with billies and
guns, saturated with booze, and then turned
loose in the railread yards of Chicago; that the
‘rioting began as well as the burning of old cars
in the hospital tracks the very night these
deputies were sworn in, that these very deputies
were caught in the act of cutting the hose
when the fire department was engaged in put-
ting out the fires, that these deputies were
thugs and criminals and ex-convicts, and that
they were paid by the railroad companies while
acting as United States peace officers for no
other purpose than to create violence so that
injunctions and jail sentences might promptly
follow, together with the sacking of the office
of the American Railway Union, and at the
same time to rush in the federal troops by
order of the president at the command of the
railroads to save Chicago from being destroyed
by a mob of drunken and criminal strikers.
That is the way the Chicago papers had it under
scare-heads and the way it went out over the
country in the prostituted press dispatches.

I also made the statement that John Bren-
nan, Chief of Police of Chicago, had charged in
his report to the Council of Chicago that the
United States Deputy Marshals, sworn in by
order of the railroads, consisted of thieves,
thugs and ex-convicts. This last statement has
been repeatedly denounced as an unmitigated
lie by capitalist papers in and about Chicago
and other places where I made it. I was called
upon a number of times to prove it but un-
fortunately I was unable to secure a copy of
Chief Brennan’s report, and this of course con-
firmed the capitalist editors in their claim that
I was making this lying statement to injure
the railroads and to cover up my own crimes.

Now in going over some old newspaper files
I have just come across a copy of the Chicago
Times of January 14, 1895 which contains the
complete report of John Brennan to the city
council of Chicago in reference to the United
States Deputy Marshals and the railroad strike.
The Chicago Times was the only Chicago daily
that was friendly to the strikers and therefore
the only paper which published this report.

When the strike was over the railroads and
other capitalistic powers, including the banks,
combined to wreck the Chicago Times, kill it
off, for having supported the strikers instead
of the railroads.

The following is taken from the official ‘re-
port of Chief Brennan to the Chicago Council
above referred to:

“Another source of annoyance to the depart-
ment was the conduct of the Deputy United
Marshals. These men were hastily gathered,
largely from the scum and refuse of the lowest
class of the city’s population. While there were
some honest men among them, a large number
of them were toughs, thieves and ex-convicts
; several of these officials were arrested
during the strike for stealing property from
railroad cars. In one instance two of them were
found under suspicious circumstances near a
freight car which  had just been set on fire.
They were dangerous to the lives of the citizens
on account of their careless use of pistols.
They fired into the crowd of bystanders when
there was no disturbance and no reason for
shooting. Innocent men and women were killed
by these shots. One of them shot and killed
his companion by carelessly handling his gun,
and another shot himself.”

These are the exact words copied from the
report which John Brennan, Chief of Police,
made to the Chicago Council and published in
the Chicago Times of January 14, 1895. Here
we have it upon the deliberate statement of the
Chief of Police that United States peace officers
incited rioting not only but set railway cars
afire, and murdered innocent men and women
in cold blood.

It is well to place this fact upon record at this
particular time when New York, Pennsylvania
and other states, at the behest of the robber
corporations, are having legislation enacted
creating constabularies and other special armed
forces ostensibly to preserve peace and order
and protect property but in fact to incite
violence and destruction to bring down upon the
strikers swift and summary vengeance by hav-
ing them crushed by the governmental powers,
including the press, the courts, the soldiers,

......

state and national, while the bourgeoisie and’

their lickspittles applaud and glorify these
powers for restoring order and saving the day
for the peace-loving and law-abiding people.

Of course the destruction of capitalist proper-
ty by its own hirelings has but one purpose and
that to fasten the crime upon the strikers as
the excuse for jailing their leaders, enjoining
their unions, and crushing their strikes.

The ways of capitalism in dealing with or-
ganized labor are the most hypocritical, sneak-
ing and cowardly imaginable. There is nothing
toc low, too vile, too infamous for them to resort
to in defense of their piratical system and to
keep their slaves in chains. The report of the
Chief of Police of Chicago above quoted is but
one of the preofs of the crimes of the capital-
ists for which the workers are punished, and
when these proofs shall have become sufficient-
ly established in the minds of their proletarian
victims they will unite as never before and
fight as never beiore to wipe criminal and cor-
rupt capitalism from the earth and destroy the
last vestige of exploitation, slavery and poverty

* which curse the race.

crumbling walls of an autocratic in-

~ren
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An anti-war meeting with Fred

dustrial and political system. Thus
seeing and feeling, to consent to
such a war or to serve in it would
be the height of disloyalty; disloy-
alty to MAN, to JUSTICE, to
RIGHT, to FREEDOM, to the very
fundamentals upon which American
democracy stands. And if his be
disloyalty, then the Loyalty League
of Minneapolis and all who think as
those jingoists do, will have to make
the most—or the worst—of it, for
here we stand.

Capitalism and its crooked poli-
ticians never,miss an opportunity to
force a baclkward step to safeguard
its interests and to thwart the will
of the people. Single Taxers are up
in arms against a constitutional
amendment proposed by Senator
Breed that would stop them from

oing to the people, thru the ini-
tiative, in their fight to bring about
the single tax system. Breed’s pro-
position would hit advocates of other
tax systems also. It provides that
“the initiative and referendum shall
not be used to enact or annul any
law providing any method of assess-
ment, or for the lexy of any tax in
ihis State.” It will require a two-
thirds vote in each house to put the
proposed measure on the ballot and
the Single Taxers are lining up to
stop the thing. The Breed amendment
is aimed at the proposed inaugura-
tion of the second “great adventure”
te destroy land monopoly in Califor-
nia, which is being advocated by
Single Taxers, Socialists, organized
labor and other progressive people.

BEFORE the American Academy
of Social Science, in Philadelphia,
last week, Elisha Lee, chairman of the
railway managers’ board, that handl-
ed the eight-hour question for the
corporations, announced that it is a
practical certainty that if the Adam-
son law is declared unconstitutional
by the United States Supreme Court
the railroad employes will walk out
on strike. Congressman Adamson was
present at the meetirtg, as were repre-
sentatives of the rajlway organiza-
tions. Lee expressed the hope that
Congress will enact a law without
delay along the lines advocated by
President Wilson to prohibit strikes
on transportation systems until
grievances had been .thoroly . in-
vestigated, claiming that otherwise
the public will be greatly incon-
venienced. He made no attempt to
discuss the merits of the employes’
very modest demands that would in-
crease the expenses of the railways
barely $50,000,000, which amount
could be met 20 times over by the
profit of $1,100,000,000 cleaned up
by those corporations during 1916.
What Lee wants is a new slave sys-
tem endorsed by the people of the
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not the Southern.

and a debating tournament are also in swing.

y ‘ Krafft as speaker was held. Theatre parties
YOUNG PEnPLE s DEPTI N “Shambles” and !‘The Rector of

Organization — Education — Bolidarity. 2

WILLIAM ¥. KRUSE - - - Director

To reach the nation's youth with the
message of Socialism and vo bring them
inte the organized Socialist movement
through Young Pcople’s Socialist Leagues.

Address all communications to:

BSocialist Party Young People’s Dept.,
803 W. Madison 8t., Chicago.

Y. P. 8. L. NOTES.
Good Connecticut Convention.

The first convention of the Y. P. S. L. State
Federation of Connecticut was a great success.
Eighteen delegates representing six leagues
were present, and leading Socialists made
speeches before the convention. The Hartford
League acted as host and treated the visitors
to a fine banquet, after which a picture was
taken.

The “Why” of Jewish Leagues.

The newly organized Jewish speaking Y. P.
S. L. of Boston, Mass., outlines u fine policy
and 8 proper aim when it says:

“We have organized on a Jewish language
basis for -the purpose of Americanizing our-
selves while members of the Y. P. S. L. I
this end we conduct discussion meetings or
lectures twice a moenth in the English lang-
uage.”

This policy ought to be followed by all
language organizations, it would be a good
thing for the miembers in helping them to
master the English language and would also
be a good thing for the league generally.

News From Here And There.

“Is Germany justified in her submarine
blockade policy ?’ is the subject of a debate
in the Hartford, Conn., Leagxue. E

New Britain is doing very well for a newly
organized league. Reports good meetings al-
ways.

Circle 2, Newark, N. J., reports an increase
of membership from 5 to 30 in short time, a
successful play and enthusiastic work from
every member.

Y. P. S. L. Federation of Hudson County,
N. J., with 5 leagues reports very good county

Two plays

St. Judes” will be given for the benefit of
the Socialist Educational Club. A new league
is to be organized at Kearney, N. J.

Decatur, Ill., reports that cold weather kept
the members from warming up to their league
work, but that things will soon be hot once
more,

Peoria, IIl.,
Washington and August Bebel jointly, both of
them having been born on Feb. 22. The affair
will be held on the 25th. The plan is to have
one member describe the life of Bebel, one
that of Washington, and the organizer will
strike a comparison of the two.

will comﬁemorate the life of

It is the painful duty of the St. Paul Yipsels
to chronicle the death of one of the most loyal
of their “Mother’s Circle”—Comrade Mrs, Wm,
Arver. She was the mother of nire children,
all of them rebels and three of whom are mem-
bers of the league.

Marxian Y. P. 8. L. of Milwaukee, Wisec.,
reports an interesting symposium on ‘‘The
Advance of Socialism” by league members.
They will produce a dramatic sketch for the
beaefit of the A. C. W. of A. Concert.

The National Championship Contest.

The few answers of the officers thus far
received are FINE, If that record should be
kept up by all leavues during the whole of
the year the resultant good to the movement
will be immense. The answers show clear
thought and originality. Every officer is urged
not to wait until the last minute with his re-
plies but to send them as early as possible so
that aftention can be more favorably given
them. Thus far the work bas been very well
done and those leagues that hsave not yet
entered the work ought to do so before it
is too Iate.

Sixty per cent of those who see a copy of
The New World, Lincoln Phifer's Paper-
Mzagazine, Girard, Kansas, subscribe for it.
This is because it shows the way out in these
times of discouragement, and has a real pur-
pose and mission, with a message of vital
importance. The paper is devoted to “sgood
aews, good literature and Zood humor.” The
March number discussed ‘““‘Germany and Eng-
land are Both Doomed,” and many other things
in original ways. Send five cents for sample
copy, or get in with 50 cents for a year’s
subscription.

$10 per 100.

NATIONAL OFFICE,

THizht The Tingosz
With IAateratuxe

Three of the greatest anti-war books ever produced by the So-
cialist movement are the following:

WAR—WHAT FOR!
By George R. Ki;rkpatrick.
25 cents apiece. — Lots of 26 to 100....20 cents each.
- $18 per 100. -

THINK—OR SURRENDER!

By George R Kirkpatrick.

-
. This hook contains articles by Walter Thomas Mills and Charles
Edward Russell, pointing out the economic causes of war.

$6 per 100 and 10 cents per copy.
Send all orders to the '

Single Copies, 15 cents.

SOCIALIST | PARTY, -

R i

~ -, . 803 WEST MADISON STREET, CHICAGO. ILL.

Socialists At Work

NOTE.—What are the Socialists doing in
your city county or state? Fhe editor of this
column wants to know. Send in the news
about your activities. This plea is made es-
pecially to loeal secretaries, state secretaries
and other officials of the party. Send all com-
munications to the Editor, “‘Socialists At
Ivlb;ork" Column, 803 W. Madison St., Chicago,
HOT MUNICIPAL CAMPAIGN

WAGED AT DULUTH, MINN.

By JOEL LICHTEN.

We have the hottest municipal cam-
paign ever experienced in the history
of Duluth, Minn.

Big business has decided, to wipe
out organized labor frum the City.
The steel trust, the lumber trust,
small and big businessm.en and corpora-
tion judges have declared a holy war
against the various branches of the
labor movement.

On account of the lumber strike in
northern Minnesota, our state and
the city of Duluth especially is in-
fested by corporation tools, such as
thugs and gunmen. Workingmen
have been arrested for spitting on
sidewalks, for obstructing the side-
walks, for distributing handbills and
similar charges, and for these so
called crimes (?) they usually have
been sentenced to 20 or 30 days to
the workfarm. During a trial where
29 lumberworkers were tried for ob-
structing the sidewalk, they were
held all day without food, a most in-
human treatment inflicted by our
city officials.

At present we are engaged in the
municipal election. Three of the city
commissioners have to be elected.
The Socialist candidates—in spite of
the nonpartisan law,—have the very
best chances to Le elected.

MONEY POWER STRIKES SNAG
IN PLAN FOR CONSTABULARY.

The Steel Trust, that started so
much trouble for the workers in the
Mesaba Range of Minnesota, and the
lumber companies of that state have
“gotten a wolf by the ears” in their
efforts to have the legislature appro-
priate $50,000 a year to be used by
the governor “for the purpose of pre-
venting ‘violence in connection with the
labor troubles” in Minnesota. They
want to let go of their proposition,
but cannot until the House Labor
Committee of the legislature has fin-
ished an investigation with teeth in
it which it has begun.

‘'The bill proposing this new way of
getting a state constabulary to shoot
down workers was introduced in the
senate and passed that branch of the
legislature., It went to the House,
which turned the matter over to the
Labor committee, composed of men
who were determined to get all the
information they could,

The investigations, which went tho-
roly into the recent troubles in the
iron ranges and lumber camps of
northern Minnesota confirmed com-
pletely the report to the Committee
on Industrial Relations made by
George P. West when the Mesaba
strike was at its height. It has been
proved by every impartial witness
called by the Labor Committee, as
well as by the testimony of the labor
leaders, that the demand for a con-
stabulary and for special deputies in
Minnesota is wholly for the purpose
of intimidating workers. Their em-
ployers seek by the aid of state police
to keep them in bondage to conditions
of work and wages that any free men
would strike against.

GERMAN LABOR HEAD REPLIES
TO AMERICAN PEACE APPEAL.

The Berlin Vorwaerts (Socialist),
says a Copenhagen dispatch, publishes

the following cablegram of Samuel

Gompers, president of the American
Federation of Labor, to President Le-
gien of the German Federation of
Trade Unions:

“Can you bring influence to bear
on your government so that a breach
w&i’%}}’ the United States may be avoid-
ed?

President Legien replied:

“Since the war broke out the Ger-
man laboring classes have worked for
peace, and they are against every ex-
tension of the war. The refusal of
the enemy to consider the sincere
German peace offer, the continuation
of the dreadful war of starvation di-
rected against our women and chil-
dren and old people, and the open con-
fession of our enemies that their war
aim is the annihilation of Germany—
all that has caused a sharpened sub-
marine war.

“Influence on our side on the gov-
ernment is possible only if America
can persuade England to give up her
war of starvation.”

HOFFMAN CAUSE OF STORMY
SCENES IN PRUSSIAN DIET

Stormy scenes occurred during a
speech delivered recently in the
Prussian diet by Herr Hoffman, who
belongs to the Socialist minority. He
violently attacked the government
and the police in connection with
their conduct toward the people.

Several workers, he said, had been
arrested without any legitimate rea-
son, while workmen were threatened
with being sent to the trenches, which
was considered a punishment. Hoff-
man also bitterly complained of cer-
tain acts of the secret police and of
the prosecution of some trade unions.

Amid cries of “Order!” the speaker
reminded the members of the treat-
ment of Dr. Liebknecht. Hoffman then
dealt with the present food difficulties
and admitted that the hunger was
causing more deaths, owing to the bit-
terly cold weather. After describing
the anxious longing for peace felt by
the people, he declared that peace
would have been possible long since
if the German government had made
public its- war aims. .

The minority (peace) faction of the
Socialist party in Germany held a na-
tional conference at Leipzig, in which
19 members of Parliament were
among the delegates. It was decided
to perfect their organization every-
where in order to secure control of
the party machinery, and -also to
spread the anti-war press since the

Vorwaerts has fallen into the hands|
.of the majority faction. Hugo Haase,
-one.of the leaders in Parliament, and

Kar] Kautgsky were among the speak-|
on. ’

Lincoln Attacking Polk

From The Milwaukee Leader.

The following is taken from one of
Abraham Lincoln’s speeches in con-
gress. It was delivered in the house
of representatives on January 12,
1848, during the war of the United
States with Mexico, when President
Polk sent a message to congress ask-
ing for a “more vigorous prosecution
of the war.” The American forces had
suffered a temporary setback and the
administration felt very much embar-
rassed.

Abraham Lincoln held that Presi-
dent Polk had done wrong to sanction
the erection of Fort Brown on the Rio
Grande and that our nation by extend-
ing the boundary of Texas so far south
was guilty of aggression on Mexican
territory—and Lincoln said this after
twenty months of warfare with Mexi-
co.

Lincoln also arraigned the president
of the United States that after twen-
ty months of war he did not know
when the war would come to an end.
In order to fully realize Lincoln’s posi-
tionn we must remember that this
speech was made at a time when the
American nation was exultant over
the great victories which our army
had so far achieved over the numer-
ically very much smaller Mexican ar-
my. His speech naturally was very
unpopular—nobody suggested, how-
ever, that Abraham Lincoln and his
friends should be deported, imprisoned
or shot.

L I I N

“Now, sir, * * * let the president
answer the interrogatories I proposed,
as before mentioned, or some other
similar ones. Let him answer fully,
fairly and candidly. Let him answer
with facts and not with arguments.
Let him remember he sits where
Washington sat, and so remembering,
let him answer as Washington would
answer. As a nation should not, and
the Almighty will not, be evaded, so
let him attempt no evasion—no equi-
vocation.

“And if, so answering, he can show
that the soil was ours where the first
blood of the war was shed—that it
was not within an inhabited country,
or, if within such, that the inhabitants
had submitted themselves to the civil
authority of Texas or of the United
States, and that the same is true of
the site of Fort Brown—then I am
with him for his justification. In that
case I shall be most happy to reverse
the vote I gave the other day.

“I have a selfish motive for desir-
ing that thé president may do this—
I expect to gain some votes, in connec-
tion with the war, which, without his
so doing, will be of doubtful propriety
in my own judgment, but which will
be free from the doubt if he does so.

“But if he can not or will not do
this—if on any pretense or no pretense
he shall refuse or omit it—then I ghall
be fully convinced of what I more than
suspect already—that he is deeﬁly
conscious of being in the wrong; that
he“feels the blood of this war, like the
blood of Abel, is crying to heaven
against him; that originally having
some strong motive—what, I will not
Stop now to give my opinion concern-
ing—to involve the two countries in
a war, and trusting to escape scrutiny
by fixing: the public gaze upon the
exceeding brightness of military glory
—that attractive rainbow that rises in
showers of blood—that serpent’s eye
that charms to destroy—he plunged
into it, and has swept on and on till,
disappointed in his calculation of the
ease with which Mexico might be
subdued, he now finds himself he
knows not where. How like the half-

IS HE CRAZY?

The owner of a large plantation
in Mississippi, where the fine figs
grow, is giving away a few five-
acre fruit iracts. The only condi-
tion is that figs be planted. The
cwner wants enough figs raised to
supply a co-operative canning fact-
cry. You can secure five acres and
an interest in the canning factory by
writing the Eubank Farms Compa-
ny, 1169 Keystone, Pittsburgh, Pa.
They will plant and care for your
trees for $6 a month. Your profit
should be $1,000 per year. For
eighteen cents to cover mailing ex-
penses, they will send you, prepaid,
sample jar preserved figs, grown on
the plantation.
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insane mumbling of a fever dream is
the whole war part of his late mes-
sage! * * *

“His mind, taxed beyond its power,
is running hither and thither, like
some tortured creature on a burning
surface, finding no position on which
it can settle down and be at ease.

“Again, it is a singular ommission
in this message that it nowhere in-
timates when the president expects
the war to terminate. At its begin-
ning, Gen. Scott was by this same
president driven into disfavor, if not
disgrace, for intimating that peace
could not be concluded in less than
three or' four months. But now, at
the end of about twenty months, dur-
ing which time our arms have given
us the most splendid successes, every
department and every part, land and
water, officers and privates, regulars
and volunteers, doing all that men
could do, and hundreds of things which
it had ever before been thought men
could not do—after all this, this same
president gives a long message, with-
out showing us that as to the end he
himself has even an imaginary con-
ception.

‘As I have before said, he knows not
where he is. He is a bewildered, con-
founded and miserably perplexed man.

“God grant he may be able to show
there is not something about his con-
science more painful than all his men-
tal perplexity.”

Eleven members of the labor group
on the Russian war industries com-
mittee have been arrested, charged
with conspiring to overthrow the mon-
archy and establish a Social Demo-
cratic *republic, it was officially an-
nounced at Petrograd.
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‘What Is 1t?

By VICTOR L. BERGER.

OCIALISM stands for a. new
s civilization.

Of course, with people who be-
lieve that whatever is will exist for-
ever, and that we have reached the
acme of civilization, it is entirely use-
less to argue. )

But surely no educated man believes

that the present conditions are the.

end of all things.

That we have not reached the end
of our national development is clear.
Every new invention and every new
political question proves that to us.

Determined opponents of the present
system of industry as the Socialists
are, still they never think of calling
the concentration of capital the cause
of all evil.

Socialists do not try to smash the
trusts as such. On the contrary, So-
cialism appreciates so fully the ad-
vantages of industrial production on
a large scale that we wish its most
perfect development, which is impos-
sible under the capitalist system.

The control of production by the
people as a whole means the highest
ossible {;erfection of industry on a
arge scale. i

We Feel It.

And we all deeply feel the disad-
vantages of the private ownership of
the means of production and distribu-
tion on a large scale. :

‘We observe how the railroads, street
car companies, and other public ser-
vice corporations corrupt our city
councils and legislatures. We notice
how our life insurance savings are
simply furnishing funds for high-
financiers. We witness how the lar-
rest factory owners combine into
;rusts which are “financiered” by
banks, and how the meat trust, the
oil trust, the steel trust, and all the
other trusts are “regulating prices,”
and how, moreover,
trusts are ruining the health of the
people. ’

We all see it. We all feel it. And
we all know it.

They decide how much we shall pay
for our coffee and our bread, how
much for our kerosene and our coal,
and how much we are to spend for
our houses, clothing, etec.

In other words, they decide how well
or how poorly we are to live. They
have “the say” as to how long or how
short a time we are permitted to live.

Not The Only Sufferers.

The wage-workers are by no means
the only sufferers. The small employ-
ers, the small merchants, are also
feeling the sting of an unequal com-
petition. For every one of these men
of business lives at war with all his
brethren. The hand of the one is
against the other, and no foe is more
terrible to him than the one who is
running a neck to neck race with him
every day.

Therefore, in the factory as well as
‘in the store the profits must be cut
constantly and the sales must be ever
enlarged. The latest improvements,
the best labor-saving machinery must
be used and as little wages must be
paid as possible. The race is for life
or death and “the Devil gets the hind-
most.”

The fierce competition lessens the
profit on each article, and this must be
compensated for by a greater number
of articles being produced and sold,
that is, the cheaper the goods the more
capital is required to carry on the
business.

Precisely, then, for the same reason
that the mechanic with his own shop
and working on his own account has
nearly disappeared in the struggle be-
tween hand work and machine work—
for precisely the same reason the
smalF manufacturer, with their little
machinery, their small capital and
their little stock of goods, are now
being driven from the field.

One-tenth of our population already
owns nine-tenths of the wealth. The
centralization of the contrel of pro-
_perty is increasing with a rapidity
that threatems the inbegrity of the
nation. The average o6f wages, the
eertainty of employment, the social
privileges and independence of the
wage-earning population, when com-
‘paned with the increase of the wealth
and social production, are steadily and
rapidly decreasing.

With every increase of power and

centration of wealth the educated
and professional class is ferced more
and more into dependence upon the
eapitalist. Our teachers, professors,
speakers, newspaper editors, and writ-
ters, and all professional men, are
more and more at the mercy of the
capitalistic system, and brought into
abject dependence. .

The Socialist Party is distinctly
evolutionary and constructivp in its

method, .
Reforms Welcomed.

Socal reforms of all kinds are wel-
comed by the Socialists for many
reasons.

In the first place, by reforms we can
stop the increasing pauperization,
and consequently also the enervation
of the masses of the people. If real
reforms are seriously taken up and
carried out with determination, they
may even lift the masses to a con-
siderable extent. -

But the main reason for our favor-
ing them is because such reforms, if
wogically carried out, offer the pos-
iibility of a peaceful, lawful and or-
lerly transformation of society.

Socialism Is Constructive.

The Socialist Party is the only true
reform party in existence. We agitate
for the organization of the masses-
And organization everywhere means
crder. We educate, we enlighten, we
reason, we discipline. And, therefore,
besides order, we bring also law, rea-
son, discipline and progress.

We Want To Save Civilization.

Socialism wants to maintain our
culture and civilization, and bring it
to a higher level.

Our party wants to guard this na-
tion from destruction.

We appeal to the best in every man,
to the public spirit of the citizen, to
his love of wife and children.

Vote the Socialist ticket.
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Have Now Been Broken

By OLIVER C. WILSON.

DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS HAVE
BEEN BROKEN. The working class
has notified the Government of the
Potato trust that unless the price of
potatoes is reduced. forthwith that
they will recall their ambassador and
refuse to buy or eat potatoes regard-
less of how hard it may be on their
digestion, holding that no potatoes
will be easier on their digestion than
the price of the same is on their
pocket books. All indications point to
the workers being left potatoless.

DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS HAVE
BEEN BROKEN. Between the people
and the Egg trust. The people sent a
note to the trust protesting the price
of eggs and the trust forthwith sev-
ered relations and submarined prices.
Neutral ministers have been appointed
to look after the respective interests
of the contending parties and the
people have served notice that they
have decided that they will not buy
eggs, citing as justification for their
action the fact that they have been
long suffering and that they only dis-
continued relations when they ran out
of cash.

DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS HAVE
BEEN BROKEN., Between the people
and the Butter trust. The situation is
extremely grave. Submarines in the
business world have blown the price
so high that the workers can ill afford
to stand and deliver. The people have
served notice on the butter trust that
unless prices are reduced that the

workers will recall their representa-’

tives and set up relations immediately
with the Government of Oleomarga-
rine.

DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS HAVE.

BEEN BROKEN. Many times in the
past between the workers and their
pay envelopes. This crisis is brought
about when the employer recalls the
workers pay envelope. The employer
usually delivers an ultimatum to the
worker to the effect that his services
are no longer required. The workers
usually refer to it as being “Canned”
or “Laid off’. Under ordinary cir-
cumstances the rupture is not danger-
ous, as relations are resumed when
business picks up and in the mean-
time the worker enjoys his vacation
looking for another job.
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS HAVE
BEEN BROKEN. In fact they have
been crushed. But we still have the
right to work for less than we can
live on. We also have the right -to
break relations with the egg trust,
the beef trust, the potato trust and
all other trusts whenever we lack the
wherewithal with which to buy the
things they have. to sell. We have the
right to get even with them by refus-
ing to eat.
ET US BREAK DIPLOMATIC
RELATIONS. With all Capitalist
political parties and all those that

represent them. Let us support the.

Socialist movement and establish
justice. Let us.immediately draft a
note and inform the old party poli-
ticians and representatives that we
are thru with them all and request
them fo hang crepe on their noses as
an indication that their brains are
dead.

Another Step Ahead

By LUCIEN SAINT.

Washington.—The makers. of news
print paper have allowed the Govern-
ment to fix prices. This is a mild event
but it may mean great things.

If the Government, acting for the
people as a whole, can fix the price
of paper, why can not it fix the price
of fleur, of eggs, of meats, of coal, of
transportation, of milk?

Reports in the files of the Govern-
ment reveal that a system of govern-
mental price-fixing, coupled by a

‘thoro-going  agricultural co-operative

movement, and backed by the driving
force of a Socialist movement, has
made Denmark a prosperous country
—a country where the difference be-
tween the rich -and_the poor is not

large, where farming is no longer a/

gamble against both the chances of
nature and the greed of fman, and
where collective intelligence has dis-
placed individualism run mad.

The Secretary of Agriculture has
held up Denmark to the United States
as an.example. But when will the
United States Department of Agricul-
ture begin to follow the example of
Denmar%c? R :

When will the lives of the people
be safeguarded and made healthy by
co-operative price fixing? Paper is
one necessity. So is bread, milk, meat,
and fuel. :

Who is holding back Uncle Sam now
—the Packers, the Oil Trust, the
great milk combines? Or is it just the
nertia-of the people, that do not know
cti};e?ﬁ power, that do not know what to

#nd distribution of food was

in connection with President
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prices for food.”

(Special Correspondence.)
ASHINGTON, D. C.—Immediate action

for the government control of the Supply

week in congress by Meyer London, the lone
Socialist representative from New York City.

London caustically reprimanded the House
for devoting so much of its energy to the “leak”

message, while ignoring the much more serious
“leak” known as the “leak” of prosperity.

He characterized the bread riots in New
York city as an outcry of the poor to heaven
for relief from the extortions of the food
pirates, and asserted that the crucial question
is whether the people’s food supply shall be |
permitted to remain under the control of un-
scrupulous capitalists or be taken over by the
government and operated as a public industry.

ARE NOT BREAD “RIOTS.”

“The matter to which I wish to attract the attention
of the members of the House,” said London, .
matter entirely outside the pending army appropriation
bill, but I feel under a deep obligation to bring it to

“The metropolitan newspapers reported yesterday and
today, under .headlines showing various
alarm, bread riots in the city of “New York.

, “The expression, ‘bread riots,” is hardly applicable
to the situation. When women and children cry for
bread, you cannot designate it as a riot. It is an outery
to heaven for relief; and Congress cannot find time to
investigate this most serious leak—the leak of pros-
perity. Prosperity seems to have leaked ouf,
disappeared. The strange thing about the city of New
York is this: The three principal items of expense of
the poor man’s family are food, clothing and rent.
New York is the greatest manufacturer of clothing in

“It is the largest industry in the state of New York
city of New York.

. IS PROSPERITY BAROMETER.

“There is no safer barometer of prosperity than the
condition of the clothing industry. The clothing in-
dustry in New York, which employs about 300,000
people, is not enjoying any perceptible degree of pros-
perity, for the simple reason that whatever increase
of wages the workers thruout the country might have
received during the extraordinary prosperity due to
European conditions has been eaten up by the increased

— e e + o

000 to investigate

demanded last | , 3, ep
dent’s proposition

“The people are

Wilson’s peace

of bread.

tions and navies,
a couple of hours
food.

{3
1S a1 problem.

radical.

degrees of

to have | yont of complete

tion of food.

capital, merciless,
shall the question

resentatve Shallenberger.
“I have,” replied London, “and, of course, the presi-

HE RECOGNIZES OPPOSITION. -
“I know that the idea of national control of food does
not appeal to the average American mind, but the ques-
tion is this, shall we permit the food of the country, the
social needs of the people, to be controlled by private

Asks Meyer London, Socialist, In congresé

“You have observed in the public press today that the
president is insisting upon an appropriation of $400,-

this food proposition?” asked Rep-

for the investigation should be in-/

dorsed by every member of Congress, but we are deal
ing here now with a pressing emergency.

now literally facing starvation, and

do not forget that it is the men and women who, if they
have any fault, have the fault of working too hard,
working beyond human endurance. These are not the
wives of idlers who are ‘'now complaining of the lack

¥ X X »

, HAS CONGRESS THE TIME?
“I am. wondering now whether Congress can find
time, when it is throwing away, giving away, hundreds
of millions of dollars, billlons of dollars for fortifica-

dreadnoughts and armies, to devote
to consideration of the problem of

“You have bread riots, not in Vienna, not in Berlin,
not in Petrograd, but in New York, the richest city of
the richest country in the most prosperous period i
history of that country.

“I call the attention of Congress to the bill which I
introduced on December 21, 1916, which deals with this

the

“I know that the proposition I submit is extremely
It demands that the commission”which is to be
appointed shall prepare or recommend legislation to
enable the government of the United States, or some
governmental agency to be created by law to regulate
the transportation, market, preservation and distribu-
tion of food, and to acquire and maintain, build and con-
struct, equip, manage, own and control all such build-
ings, plants, structures, warehouses, granaries, abattoirs
and each and every single thing incidental to, or con-
nected with, or necessary to, the exercise by the govern-

control of the supply and distribu--

L}
* ok k%

unscrupulous, lacking conscience, or
of food be taken up by Congress and

the people as a national problem?”

In response to a question by Representative Foss as
to whether his proposal for the government in the name
of the people to assume control of the food supply is to
be permanent or temporary, London replied that, while
one of its objects is to deal with the high cost of living
emergency, he was convinced that the social benefits re-
sulting would be so great that his proposed government
control would become a permanent institution.

City Bank Big Success

The St.’Paul, Minn,, city “bank,” the
only one in the United States run by
a municipality, is making great in-
roads on private banks in St. Paul
and Minneapolis. Many of the labor
unions of both cities have withdrawn
their money from local banks and in-
vested their funds in St. Paul city
bonds 'thru the bank. .

St. Paul does not have to sell .its
bonds thru bond houses as it sells
many of them thru the “bank,” which
wags started July 1, 1913. The plan of
the “bank” is very simple.

Plan Is Simple.

Any one can go to the city hall with
$10 or any multiple of $10 and get a
certificate of interest for that amount
in a bond in the sinking fund. Any
time, if he wishes to withdraw his in-
vestment, he surrenders the certificate
and receives its face value and 4 per
cent interest for the entire period his
money was on deposit.

When the “city bank” was opened
savings departments were paying only
8% per cent interest. They were also
reckoning interest only on stated days,
and reserved the right to require no-
tice of withdrawal. The “city bank”
forced them to raise the interest to 4
per cent and made ‘exercise of the
notice requirement hazardous. '

The “city bank” was, therefore, un-
popular with other banks. Last April
a grand jury made an attack on the
 “city bank” on the ground that its
legal underpinning was insecure. .

Withstood Big Run.

The “city bank”, the day before this
report appeared, contained deposits of
$1,998,630. The report started a “run,”
which lasted 26 business days and
brought the deposits down to $1,039,-
840, every demand being met with
cash. o
Meanwhile friends - of the “eity
bank” initiated an amendment to the
plan. It was submitted to vote, car-
ried overwhelmingly and the “run”
ceased.

Today the deposits of funds in the
“city bank” exceed $2,000,000.

The real significance of the St. Paul
experiment is in the opportunity it
opens to cities to finance public im-
provements with which bankers might
not be in sympathy, such, for example,
as. ventures into municipal ownership.

LABOR WINS VICTORY.
Organizel labor won a decisive vic-
tory when the Wisconsin assembly
committee on labor reported unani-
mously for passage of the Kent (So-

printing must hereafter .be done in

shops operating on an eight-hour day
basis. -

cialist) bill, providing that all state|

SOCIALIST LEGISLATOR
URGES MONEY CONSCRIPTION.
Attacking compulsory military ser-
vice, R. A. Rigg, Socialist member of]
the " Manitoba Legislature, declared

that if the men are to be conscripted |,

money must likewise be conscripted
and the owg{ers of money as well..The
speech of Rigg was pronounced one
of the greatest ever made in Canada
and was delivered before a crowded
house.

“Here,” declared Rigg, “you have
the British and the Dominion govern-
ments down on their knees supplicat-

ing capital to come to the aid of the

empire in its hour of extremity. The
nation, in the hour of its greatest
need, supplicates King Capital to ge-
nerously come to its aid and promises
to pay 5 per cent interest. Do you
call that national service? It ought
to be called exploiting the_very life-
blood of the nation. I think that if
Shakespeare had been alive today he
would have discarded Shyleck as the
personification on insatiable greed and
in his place he would have selected
a b per cent war bondholding patriot.”

ANTI-GUNMAN BILL IN BADGER
ASSEMBLY STARTS TROUBLE.

The Ohl Bill, requiring that private
detectives, private police, investiga-
tors' and watchmen must be licensed
and furnish bonds, was the occasion
of a sharp controversy before the
Wisconsin assembly judiciary commit-
tee.

Assemblyman Henry Ohl, Socialist,
defending his bill, said:

“This bill would eliminate the em-
ployment of gunmen as strike break-!
ers. That is its chief purpose. It
would also make it difficult for em-
ployers to continue the practice of
hiring detectives who work their way
into labor organizations and foment
trouble. .

FEAR THE VOTERS:

The Wisconsin senate is oppesed to
giving Wisconsin voters a chance to
say whether or not they are in favor
of state ownership and development of
water powers. The constitutional
amendment proposed by Senator W.
C. Zumach, Socialist, to permit the
state to develop its water power was
defeated by the senate 14 to 8.

URGE G, 0. OF COAL MINES.

The Wisconsin legislature will be
offered an opportunity to register its
approval or disapproval of govern-
ment ownership of coal mines. As-
semblyman F. B. Metcalfe has offered
for the Socialist .ghoup a resolution in
the assembly memorializing ‘congress
to “take such stdps immediately as
are necessary to agsume the ownership

Think This Over

The recomm;n—d;g(;;; of the recent
United States Commission on Indus-
trial Relations were as follows:

Public Own\ership;\

Government ownership of ‘tele-
graphs. :

overnment ownership of tele-
phones.

That private ownership of i)ublic
utilities be abolished.
That private ownership of coal
mines be abolished.
To Prevent Land Monopoly.

Prosecution to regain land, water
power and minefal rights secured from
| the %overnment by fraud.

All unused land should be forced
into use by making the tax on non-
productive land the same as on pro-
ductive land of the same kind, and
exempting all improvements.

Sickness Insurance.

Sickness insurance by Federal Gov-
ernment. !
Public Work For Unempleyed.

Means should be devised for em-
ploying the idle during petriods of de-
gression on such public works as road

uilding, . reforestation, construction
of public buildings, irrigation and
drainage of swamps.
Woman Suffrage.
That woman suffrage be adopted. -
Limitation of Power of Courts.

Prohibition of courts from declaring
laws unconstitutional.

Constitutional amendment prohibit-
ing Federal courts from making en-

citizens. - )
Eight Heur Day.

The physical well-being, mental de-
velopment and recreational needs of
every class of population demand that
under normal circumstances the work-
ing day should not exceed eight hours.

An Gnion Story

A 'New York commission. merchant
urging government control of the dis-
tribution of foodstuffs, to point his
moral told today of the sale, near Sy-
racuse, of a carload of onions three
‘weeks ago. .

"From Syracuse the onions went to
Boston and were there resold and
shipped to Philadelphia. - In Philadel-
phia they were sold again and sent
to Chicago. Then the price being
commanded by onions in New York

was forthwith sent here.
. . The onions traveled a total of 2,748
miles and hadn’t reached the ultimate
consumer yet. ’

- That-is what happens when the feod

and operation of all coal ‘mities in the!
United. States.” S

Jpirates conspire td iake profits out

‘|and that is to get out of it all that

croachments on personal rights of &Il

| seemed so attractive that the carload

By ROBERT HUNTER.
Author of “Socialists At Work”..

GAINST all the hundreds of
public officials elected by Social-
ists of the various states there

has never yet been whispered the word

“graft”. In every case our opponents

have had to admit that the Socialists

were scrupulously honest. .

Wherever the Socialists have been
victorious it has been said that the
town would be bankrupted, yet in no
case has any Socialist city found it
difficult to borrow money and nowhere
has any Socialist town lost a single
factory. \

In every place where the Socialists
have been elected to office and have
been given power they have made
good. Look at this one significant
little fact. The Socialists built sew-
ers in Schenectady for $1.42 a lineal
foot against the $18.25 a lineal foot
that was charged by the old gang.
}I‘héy built 20,000 lineal feet of sewer
at a total cost of $70,000. In the
previous regime 13,000 lineal feet of
sewer cost the .city $299,000.

Don’t Want To Do It.

Now that is a very small fact.\An%z
honest people could have done as well,
even if they were democrats, republic-
ans or progressives. They could have
done it if they had wanted to do it,
but that is not their idea of- politics.
~ The old machine politicians have no
social conception of politics. They
have no service idea in politics. They
have no dreams of beautiful towns,
healthy, well-planned and prosperous,
nor do they seem to care whether or
not the mass of men, women and child-
ren are happy and contented.

They have only one idea of politics,

can be gotten out of it. Their concep-
tion of politics is to stand with the
public service corporations, the con-
tractors, the saloonkeepers and dives,
in fact with anybody and everybody
that makes money out of the town.
When a city needs sewers their idea
is not to build them strong, well and
cheaply, but to do as mean and scurvy

rob the public of every dollar that can
be gotten out of it.

Their idea is not that the people need
transportation that shall be furnished
them as nearly free as possible. It is
rather to stand in with the trolley
companies in order to share their mel-
ons with them and to get out of the
people’s pocket every possible penny.

Struggle For Ideal Town.

The Socialists, on the other hand,
are struggling for an ideal town. They
are fighting for cleaner streets, hand-
somer homes, and more beautiful cit-
ies. They are trying to make it pos-
sible for our governments to perform
as many useful services as possible at
the least cost and for the benefit of
all. i N
They are fighting agﬁst all special
interests, against graft, corruption,
profit and unearned income. They are
fighting with all their power'the com-
bined corruptions of the old party
politicians and of high financiers wha:
have been fattening at the expense of
the people these many, many lorfg
years. .

- “Brute force will never create any-
thing durable,” Napoleon.

 “War is the plague of mankind,”
George Washington. :

“There never was a good war or a
bad peace,” Ben Franklin.

“War is the greatest of human
evils,” Thomas Jefferson.
~ “War is an epidemic of. insanity,”
Emerson,

“War will eliminate itself,” General
Sheridan. ,

“War is hell,” General Sherman,

General Lee was a “good” man. He
was moral, sincere and efficient, but
he was wrong on the most fundamen-
tal issue of his time—the issue of
slavery.

A man may be moral, sincere and
efficient, .and yet in this mighty
struggle betwe Capital and Labor
his sympathies may be on the side of
Capital, just as Lee’s sympathies were
on the side of the slave owners. It.is
largely a question of environment,

S

The man who says it would be bet-
ter to let a corporation own the post
office and what other publicly owned
industries there are, because these in-
dustries are being plundered by. the
railroads and otheér private enterg
prises, is like the' man who gave his
property away to keep the thieves
from stealing it!

The hundreds of thousands of
children of the working class, who die
‘bgfore they reach the age of five, \do
not-die hecapse they are unfit to live,

a job as will pass inspection, and to|.

=

One Girls Case
e—

Breakfagt—Coffee and Rolls,

Dinner—Beef stew, milk and rice
pudding.

Supper—Fruit salad, graham crack-
ers and milk.

A reporter for The Chicago Tri-
bune sybmitted the above menu to an
expert on food values who is a grad-
uate of many colleges and knows
exactly what he is talking about. The
reporter wanted to know whether or
not they embraced the elements neces-
sary to the support of human life.

The learned man responded that
they are full to satietfy with facts,
proteids, and carbohydrates. In fact,
he said, they form a regimen that is
positively Lucullan. ‘

“Why,” he added, “there are lots of
people in Chicago who live on just
th’arti;n

The reporter is not equipped to at-
tack Science in hér la;lr. P everthe.
less, he knows that the expert is utter-
ly and tragically mistaken. Whateves
such a diet’s chemistry may be ‘it
lacks one vital essence—something te
make the consumer’s life worth liv-
ing. He knows ‘it because he has in-
vestigated the case of Selma Peter-
son. ‘

The girl was found yesterday after-
noon at her room at 519 Lincoln Park-
way. The: place was full of gas be-
cause she had left the jet open. She
was taken to the county hospital,
where she was revived, made an ante-
mortem statement, and died. Her
career having thus expeditiously ter-
minated, a clerk in the coroner’s office
proceeded to write her obituary. It
read as follows: -

Selma Peterson, 19 years old. Sui-

{cide at 519 Lincoln parkway by gas
{ asphyxiation.

No relatives. Cause
unknown.

The last entry, suggesting mystery
grompted. investigation. A visit to

elma’s little room was rewarded by
the discovery of three items calculated
to illuminate the clerk’s colorless ae-
cotént Offhe]f carreer,
ne of these was a Bible, on the
fly leaf of which was written: :

To Selma, from her mother.

A second item was a note in‘which
Selma herself had attempted to shed
some light upon her story. It said:

Wages too low. Life is not worth

‘living.”

. The third was a little note book. In
it the girl had recorded the three
menus set f‘or?l above., There were
other items in the book which indicat-
ed Selrrga was a desparate student of
economics. From them it appeared
she was employed by the Kuppenheim-
er clothiers, at 428 Franklin street,
at a wage of $8.00 a week. This in-
come Selma had distributed as fol-
lows: - ’

Meals ....... eer..$3.15

Room rent ........ 2,50

Car fare ......... .60
Laundry ...........1.00

Total .......$7.25

Thus in mathematics that could noy
be refuted, Selma had been able to-
demonstrate to her own entire satis.
faction that at the end of each week
having liquidated all current indebt
ness she would have left for orchids
automobile rides, and theater partie:
a grand aggregate of 75 cents.

Having gratified a ghoul-like pro.
pensity with these inquiries thepre-
porter went out to the county hospita;
and talked to the doctor who had beer
with Selma when she died.

. “Yes,” said the physician, “she re-
vived. For a short time before. she
died she was entirely lucid.”

“What did she say?”

“Why, now that you mention it,
she said a funny thing. * I asked her
what made her do it. She did not
answer for a long time and-then she
asked: : :

“‘Doctor, did you ever live for six
months on twenty-cent dinners ?’

—

Munieipal Ownership

The following list of munici
owned utilities does not cover alll)aillllz
field completely. There are not suf-
ficient data available to give anything
like a complete statement,

ENGLAI\{D: 171 cities own and
operate their own street car lines;
1,045 cities own and operate water
systems; 300 own and operate gas
plants; 334 own and operate electric
light and power plants. :

GERMANY: 132 cities own and
operate~sfreet car lines; 1,333 cities
own and operate water systems; 758
cities own and operate gas plants; 434
cities own and operate electric light
and power plants; 783 cities own and
operate slaughter houses. '

UNITED STATES: 8,045 cities own
and operate water systems; 1,562 elec-
tric light and power plants; 30 gay
plants; 3 street railways.

In addition to the above there .are
many other forms of municipal owner-
ship, of course. Many of the modern
cities own and control large tracts of
land. "Berlin owns 39,000 acres which
is about 9 per cént of the total area
of the city; Munich owns 18,000 acres
which is 23 per cent of the total area
of the city. Many other cities are
large owners of land. Zurich, Swit-

.zerland, owns and rents dwelling

houses. So also do such cities as Pa-

| ris, Buenos Aires, and Sidney. A great

many cities own bakeries; many own
restaurants, hotels, drug stores, board.
ing houses, theatres, libraries, picture
galleries. In fact there is scarcely a
public utility of any kind that has not
In some city or other been taken over
and owned and operated publicly.

We have not included in the above
any reference.to the less common
forms of municipal ownership of which
there are many cases. Boston owns
and operates successfully a printing
plant, Brookings, S. D., owns a tele-
phone .system. Cincinnati owns g
steam railway over 800 miles in

{length. Many eities own public bathsg,

docks, piers, ferries, subways; nearly
all cities own parks; schools and libra-
ries. A few own ice plants. >

“The conflict will come, however, be.
cause if there is one deep-rooted con-
viction in the human breast it is that
each person hag a right to what he
earns.”—Scott Nearing.

“I1l fares the land to hastening ills s

butbecause they have heen Born into
oondttions antt to e i 2

prey, where wealth accumulates: ang
‘men decay)’~Goldsmith. -



	v3n34-p1-mar-03-1917-TAS
	v3n34-p2-mar-03-1917-TAS
	v3n34-p3-mar-03-1917-TAS
	v3n34-p4-mar-03-1917-TAS

