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Some good resolutions

that will be easy for a good Socialist to keep

Waliting For Peace

“Why is it that when all are discus-
sing peace no one mentions the 30,-
000,000 or so soldiers who are the
most vitally concerned ?” asks Oswald
F. Schuette in a cabled report from
the battlefront in Europe.

“Now they lie out among the perils
of the winter trenches, exposed to
death, unasked, unheard on the great
question of whether or not the war
shall end. For nearly two years I have
visited all fronts and all battle fields
and talked to the soldiers and prison-
ers of all nations. I am sure that their

voice on both sides of the 2,000 miles

of death zones would be for peace.

New Horrors If Peace Fails.

Nor has anyone thought to ask the
mothers, wives, sweethearts and sis-

ters of these 30,000,000, who sit aty

home and wait for news of their loved
ones, fearing that they have been ad-
ded to the great price humanity is
paying for the war. Does any one
think their voices and their vote is
for war? If any one thinks the pres-
ent discussion is merely a question of
academic statesmanship let me say
that if peace fails to come now the
new vear will bring more horrors than
did the last twenty-nine months. The
winter offensives will be the most
terrible in the history of war—yes,
in the history of the world.
Merely Statement Of Fact.

This is merely a statement of fact.
The progress of war technique dev-
elops daily more cruelty and terror.
Just as death’s harvest in the last
eight months was greater than in the
preceding eighteen, so in the next
eight months it will be attended by
more: horrors than in the last twenty-
nine,

URGE CAUSE OF PEACE.

The French Socialist congress, ac-
cording to cabled reports to The Chi-
cago Daily News, has called upon the
allied governments not to cast aside
any peace proposition without serious
examination and to submit all such
propositions to the interested legis-
latures. The congress says:

“If the propositions appear unac-
ceptable we invite the allied govern-
ments to denounce them publiely to
the belligerent nations and themselves
and immediately to indicate, by form-
al counter propositions, the peace
terms which they consider indispens-
able.”

A summary refusal to consider Ger-
many’s provosition now, continues the
congress, “would gravelv jniure the
allies’ cause and might diminish their
moral force while strengthening their
adversaries.”

# Another significant passage from
the resolution voted is:

“We consider that to obtain a dur-
able peuce a juridical organization of
the world should be established with
the aid of the neutrals.”

The cable reports also say that sev-
eral prominent German Socialists,
one of whom is Philipp Scheidemann,
member and one time first vice-pre-
sident of the reichstag, have arrived
at The Haague to confer with the
Dutch social democratic party and
formulate measures of protest against
the deportation of the Belgians.

They declare that both the major-
ity and the minority groups of the
German socialists strongly condemn
the action of the German government.
Both groups already have protested
in committees of the reichstag against
the “enslaving” of the Belgians. Pro-
test meetings are being called in var-
ious cities of Germany. This action of
the German socialists is a direct ans-
wer to the appeal made to them by
their Dutch collegues.

A protest against the proposal to
establish in Massachusetts a mounted
police force, similar to the “Black
Cossack” force in Pennsylvania, has
been sent by the Fitchburg Socialist
local to the Legislature. “A menace
to workers,” is the way the resolution
terms the proposed State police force.

PLAN LAWS FOR MASSES.

Assemblyman Abraham 1. Shipla-
coff and Assemblyman-elect Joseph A.
Whitehorn, the two Socialist members
of the New York state legislature,
plan to introduce a number of Social-
ist and labor measures when the ses-
sion meets next month. These are the
Socialist enactments planned:

State purchase and operation of coal
mines, to supply all the people of the
state with coal at cost.’

Establishment of coal stations in
every city, vilage and town to facili-
tate the distribution of coal at cost.

Acquisition of all the railroads ex-
clusively in the state to carry coal,
food, milk and other supplies at cost.

Establishment of state dairies on
the lands now owned by the state.

Permission to the municipalities to
establish food distributing stations, at
which groceries and farm products,
bought in  tremendous quantities,
would be sold at cost.

Permission to the municipalities to.

establish bakeries to turn out most of
the bread needed by the people.

WHERE YOUR "PAPER GOES.

We receive letters almost daily
that answer the question of anxious
subscribers, “Why do I not receive
my paper?” Here is one from Texas:

“Many complaints have come to me
from about the Appeal, Rebel,
Rip-Saw and The American Socialist.
It is reported to me that the carrier
on his route is fighting Socialism and
is a booze fighter. The national office
should have some influence with the
government and any complaint filed
by vou will have weight.

“GO TO IT!” We certainly shall go
to it.

Another letter comes from Arkan-
sas. It reads:

“The post office inspector has been
close around this office for some time.
The present post master came to me
this morning with a petition that he
be retained and stated if anything
went wrong with Socialist papers he
was not to blame and that he would
see in the future that all went wel],
and if not to let him know. With this
understanding I signed his petition”.

This post master, no doubt, is not
the only one that has a-guilty con-
science. His seems to trouble him
more than that of others.

Let us hear from you. Every case
will be taken up and thoroly investi-
gated.

......

Alderman Emil Seidel of Milwau-
kee, Wis., the Socialist who has many
times made things hum, has launched
a move for a municipal gas plant in
this city. He introduced a resolution
to prepare a legislative bill to so am-
end the public utilities law as to per-
mit this action by the city. ’

American people are overworked
and are approaching a national break-
down, was the prediction made recent-
ly in New York City by Miss Joseph-
ine Goldmark of the National Consum-
ers’ League. Shorter working days are
necessary to the workers to preserve
their health and ideals, she said.

Message To Wall Street

In its current issue The Literary Digest
summarizes the comment on the anti-strike
feature cf Prosident Wilson’s message to
congress. It shows that labor is opposed
to the proposed compulsory arbitration legis-
lation while the forces behind Wall Street
are very much in favor of it. The views
gathered by The Literary Digest are as fol-
lows:

Just one item “stands out boldly,”
in the “brief and eclectic message”
read to Congress last week by Presi-
dent Wilson, as the Boston News
Bureau remarks; and that is “the
breach with organized labor on the
issue of compulsory investigation.”
or since the document was practically
confined to the railroad problem, and
was largely made up of restatements,
it narrows down *“to the issue of com-
pulsory investigation and report be-
fore there can be a transportation
tie-up.” It follows quite naturally
that criticism of the mcssage comes,
as the Brooklyn Eagle notes, “from
but one source”’—that is union labor
speaking thru its official representa-
tives and its volunteer spokesmen of
the press. President Gompers of the
American Federation of Labor has an-
nounced his determination to fight
the proposed legislation to the bitter
end, with every means at his com-
mand. According to Eugene V. Debs,
veteran Socialist and strike-leader,
the President’s plan “would practical-
ly outlaw the strike and paralyze the
striking machinery of the labor move-
ment.” Any one who helps put such
a proposition on the statute-books is,
in the opinion of the Minneapolis
Labor Review, “pushing humanity
back into slavery and bondage.”” The
national executive secretary of the
Socialist party calls the plan “a blow
at the vitals of organized labor.” The
Socialist New York Call’s editorial
on the subject is headed, “The Presi-
dent’s Message of Cheer to Wall
Street,” and the radical Pittsburgh
Leader’s comment is entitled, “En-
slaving Labor.”

On the other hand, the conservative
press, which deplored President Wil-
son’s “surrender” on the eight-hour
day, are now pleased at his determina-
tion to carry out his whole strike-pre-
vention program, and commend the
particular proposition which so arous-
es Socialist and union-labor ire. The
message is to the hearty liking of
papers like the Springfield Republican
(Ind.), New York Evening Post (Ind.),
Philadelphia Public Ledger (Rep.),
Brooklyn Eagle (Dem.), New York
Sun (Rep.), and Cleveland Plain
Dealer (Dem.). “In again insisting
that there shall be neither strikes nor
lockouts in the operation of railroads
until there can be a full public in-
vestigation into the merits of the
dispute, President Wilson,” says the
Democratic New York World, is
simply “redeeming he pledge that he
made to the people last summer.”
And it seems to the Chicago Evening
Post (Prog.Rep.) “the part of patriot-
ism and common sense to credit him
with good motives in his course and
to uphold him in advancing upon it.”

Don’t Fail To

Great SeriaI'Starts Next Week!

“THE CALL OF THE WILD"

Jack London’s Masterpiece

Begin Reading

PARTY, SAYS:

read it now”.

ADOLPH GERMER, NATIONAL SECRETARY,

“I have read ‘The Uall of the Wild’ twice and I am planning to
read it again. It is one of those stories that never grows old.
will be read and read again in the years to come. If you haven’t read it,

It starts NEXT WEEK in The American Socialist!
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After The Election—
A Yoice From The West

The above is the title of an interes-
ting article contributed to ‘“The Out-
look” by Josiah Poeton, of San Ysi-
dor, Calif. “The QOutlook” editor de-
clares that Poeton expresses a view
that is not his own. The article is in
the form of an-open letter “To Messrs.
Hughes, Wilson and "Benson”, and
starts out as follows:

“Gentlemen:—A few weeks ago you
occasioned me a lct of hard thinking.
You were candidates for the office of
President of the United States, and
I was a prospective voter. It was ve-
ry difficult for me to make up my
mind which of you to vote for.

“A few years ago I would have had
no difficulty, for it never would have
occurred to me that I should vote oth-
er than the Republican ticket. I had
imbibed the idea before I came West
that the term Democrat was tainted
with the odium that attaches to rum,
rags, and slavery, and that a Socialist
was a pariah, an outcast. The fact that
I came very near voting for a Social-
ist and did vote for a Democrat the
other day indicates that I am not the
man I was; while the further fact that
hundreds of thousands of others were
in the same position indicates that
the country is not what it was.”

Poeton told Hughes that he refused
to vote for him because of “the inter-
ests” behind him, especially the “dol-
lar diplomatists,” seeking interven-
tion in Mexico.

In addressing President Wilson,
Poeton starts out as follows:

“You got my vote and I helped you
get others. I didn’t do this because I
love you. I heard a lot of ‘Woodrow-
Wilson-Women’ trying to sing ‘I Love
You, Woodrow Wilson’ to the tune of
‘I Love You, California,” and it near-
ly made me vote the Socialist ticket.
No, I don't love you any more than I
love Mr. Hughes or Mr. Taft.”

He $aid he and others voted for Wil-
son because they thought that he un-
derstood the internal economic and so-
cial situation better than Hughes, and
concludes by warning Wilson to tackle
the big social problems or the Democ-
ratic Party will have to give way to
some other. He addresses Benson as
follows:

“Mr. Benson, you made a brave
fight for the Presidency. The papers
were against you, The money was a-
gainst you. The prejudices of the peo-
ple, not-altogether without justifica-
tion, were againsgt the name under
which you stretened your banner.

“You have patiently waited for this
last word. You were the only candi-
date that dealt with the most import-
ant issues. We are more interested
in the question as to whether an Am-
erican can establish a home in the
United Stafes than we fare as to
whether he can establish a home in
Mexico. My idea of ‘true American-
ism’ is about like yours. It is that
which does away with all graft, rob-
bery, and gambling in this fair land
of ours, in business as well as at the
casino or on the race-track. I believe
in that Americanism which says that
no man shall have wealth he doesn’t
earn, that none shall oppress the poor,
that says there shall be no poor to
oppress, that would secure to every
American child proper food, clothing,
and education, and to every family a
home.

“Lots of us who are not Socialists
came very near voting for you, but
we were afraid that if we did Hughes
would be elected and that would be
too much of a triumph for the reac-
tionaries. We thought we would give
the old parties one more chance.

“They have pretty nearly demons-
trated their inability to solve the vital
problems before the people. If they
don’t wake up to real business pretty
soon, there will be no choice left us,
so far as I can see, other than to give
you folks a chance to show what you
can do.”

We give Poeton and others like him
four more years to get really educat-
ed in what Socialism stands for.

BEGINNING OF THE END.

*“Tt is the beginning of the end,” is
the way Congressman London, Social-
ist, sums up the effect of Germany’s
peace offér. London believes the time
is ripe for a definite turning toward
peace, and that the United States can
turn the scale.

“The discontent of the people in al-
lied countries, and their disgust with
their governments,” he said, “is re-
flected in the fall of the British and
French and Russian cabinets. They
find they are losing the war. They
must reorganize and make even great-
er sacrifices than before if they are to
crush the central powers. The master
diplomatic move of the central vowers
in proposing peace when the allies are
in these difficulties is bound to have a
lasting effect on the public in allied
pations. Peace may be delayed a lit-
tle, but not long.

“Russia has been forced to yield to
the democratic movement of her peo-
ple. The Russians are going to get
constitutional liberties and keep them.

“But that does not mean the Finns,
Poles and Letts, the Ukrainians and
other oppressed nationalities in Rus-
sia, or, indeed, in other countries will
be liberated when the war is over.
They will find themselves in their old
condition.”

The November report of the muni-
cipal electric light plant at Richmond,
Ind., shows receipts of $18,5600 and
operating expenses of $5,200. This is
said to be the best record of any city
plant in the state. From the plant’s
earnings the city expects to retire
next spring $80,000 of bonds issued
in the last year for buying a compet-
ing electric light and power plant.
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Here’s Food For Thought!

By LUCIEN SAINT.
(Special Correspondence)

Washingten.—Shall the Unit-
ed States Tollow the pattern of
the old-world empires and con-
script labor to work without
cessation? This is the question
that has been put up to Con-
gress by the President. Con-
gress is now listening to labor.
Soon it may listen to capital.
What will it do?

Government experts have

‘| studied the systems of strike

prevention in other countries
and are planning a “model” law
for this free and easy demoncra-
cy. In order that labor may
know what capital already
knows, 1 present herewith a
summary of the anti-strike laws
of the mnations of the world.
There’s food for thought in it.

AUSTRALIA: Strikes and lockouts
are prohibited under penalty of one

'thousand pounds. For the adjustment

of disputes elaborate legal machinery
has been created. There is a court of
conciliation and arbitration consisting
of a president, who is a member of
the Federal supreme court, and judges
from the federal or state supreme
courts, appointed by the president.
Provision is als¢ made for conciliation
committees of equal numbers of em-
ployers and employes. The president
of the court may summon parties or
communities thereof to a conference
and endeavor to reach a friendly
solution. All the amicable settlements
have the force of a formal award.

NEW SOUTH WALES: Strikes
and lockouts are prohibited, and the
industrial court may issue an injunc-
tion to this effect. Employers are
liable to a fine of one thousand
pounds, employes to a fine of fifty
pounds, which is charged against his
wages, and if the striker is a member
of a union, the union may be penal-
ized. The law in New South Wales i(si,
an
Australia in that there are industrial
courts and boards which seek to ad-
just difficulties.

NEW ZEALAND: In certain cases
where awards or settlements of for-
mer difficulties are still in force,
strikes and lockouts are prohibited.
Under the law of 1913 notice of in-

| dustrial disputes must be given to the

minister who refers the matter to an
industrial commissioner or committee.
In case of no settlement within a cer-
tain time, work may stop after seven
days’ notice. It is also provided that
at any time during the progress of a
strike, five per cent of the workers
concerned may demand a secret ballot
on any question relating to the strike.
The law provides an elaborate system
of courts of arbitration, councils of
conciliation, and boards of investiga-
tion appointed under these courts.
QUEENSLAND: Strikes and lock-
outs on public utilities are illegal un-
less a conference has been held be-
fore an industrial judge. Two weeks’
notice must: be given before cessation
of work. Employer, union and indivi-
dual worker are subject to fine for
violations. There is an industrial
court and local industrial boards
which may be created upon applica-
tion of employers and employes.
BELGIUM: Strikes and lockouts
are prohibited on railroads and in all
forms of public service—railways,
postal, telegraph, and telephone ser-
vice, all of which are under state con-
trol. Imprisonment or fine awaits all
violators. The‘law permits, however,
the existence of trade unions of em-
ployes on public utilities under gov-
ernment supervision. Grievances may
be presented to ministers thru the

proper official. channels. It is stated

on expert authority that there has
been no serious strike on the Belgian
railroads since their establishment.

CANADA: Strikes and lockouts are
illegal in public utilities and mines till
after an investigation by a govern-
ment board and the publication of its
report. Fines, to be enforced by the
injured party to the dispute, range
from two to ten pounds per day per
worker, and from twenty to two
hundred pounds per day for the em-
ployer. The law is administered by
the minister of labor, who may ap-
point boards of conciliation and in-
vestigation.

DENMARK: Strikes are legal ,ex-
cept that public nutice must be given.
Strikes and lockouts are prohibited
in case court or trade agreements are
broken. A permanent governmental
arbitration court on which sit repre-
sentatives of employers and employ-
es attempts to avert strikes and ef-
fect settlements.

AUSTRIA: Strikes and lockouts of
public utilities are prohibited. The
union may be dissolved and its proper-
ty seized. Before forming a union the
organization must notify the govern-
ment authorities and send them a

copy of the constitution and b,v-laws.‘

In case the formation of a union is
considered by the authorities to be
dangerous to the state, they may for-
bid it.

ENGLAND: There is no legislation,
and all the machinery for the settle-
ment of industrial disputes is quasi-
otficial. By the terms of an agreement
effected between the railroads and
their employes in 1911, agreement
boards have been created with equal
representation of employers and em-
ployes, to perform all conciliation
work not settled by direct negotia-
tion between the parties. In case of
failure, a neutral chairman, whose
decision is final,
panel previously chosen. The adjust-
ment of disputes on other public
utilities and in the mining industry
is provided in the conciliation act o
1896 thru congiliators appointed th
the Board of Trade.

FRANCE: Under the  law, engin-
eers, firemen and trainmen may
strike, but thev may not desert their
posts during the progress of a jour-
ney. Employes in the postal service
and in the shipping service controlled
by the government are prohibited
from strikine, In case a strike occurs
on a shipping service to which the
government has granted a monopoly,
that privilege may be withdrawn. (In
1910 the Governrment, using its full
authority wunder the military laws,
ordered a mobilization of railroad
strikers, and thus defeated the strike.)

GERMANY: While there are no
specific laws prohibiting strikes and
lockouts on public utilities, the rules
and practices on railways and other
public utilities make strikes impos-
sible. It is estimated that 90 per cent
of the organized railway emploves
belong to unions whose by-laws speci-
fically waive all claim to the richt to
strike. Furthermore, all union organ-
ization and by-laws are subject to gov-
ernmental sanction, and employes
who engage or endeavor to engage in
strikes are liable to be dismissed or
fail of advancement. Wnder the name
of workmen’s committees, means
have been devised for enabling rail-
way workers to bring their grievan-
ces to the notice of the authorities.

HOLLAND: Strikes in railway ser-
vice are prohibited by imprisonment
or fine, according to legislation en-
acted as the outcome of a general
railway strike in 1908. Arbitration
boards enforce penalties, and dele-
gates from the employes may present
their wishes and complaints to the
managers.

ITALY: Strikes are prohibited by
fine and loss of employment. It is
stated that these measures would not
prevent strikes were it not for the
power of the government to call out

is selected from a.

the reserves and compel strikers to
resume work under the military law.

OTTOMAN EMPIRE: Strikes on
public utilities are illegal wuntil the
grounds of dispute have been com-
municated to the government. Boards
consisting of an equal number of em-
ployers and employes, presided over
by a government official, sit in indus-
trial disputes. In case of failure to
reach a decision, strikes may take

place.
PORTUGAL: Strikes in public
utilities are illegal wunless after

notice. In all services, except public
utilities, strikes have ’been gxpi‘)essly
permitted since the establishment of
the Republic in 1910.

. RUSSIA: Strikes are prohibited by
imprisonment and loss of employment.
Strikers may be arrested or banished.

SPAIN: 'Strikes in public utilities
are illegal unless after notice, but
leaders and officials of labor organiza-
tions who fail to declare the causes
of a strike are liable to imprison-
ment. As in Portugal, strikes in other
than public utilities are expressly
allowed.

_SWITZERLAND: Strikes are pro-
hibited in the federal railway service
and in the Canton of Geneva whenever
an industrial agreement or award is
broken. The Canton of Geneva has
established a system of conciliation
and arbitration. It is noted that
since the nationalization of the Swiss
railroads in 1897, there have been no
strikes.

TRANSVAAL: Strikes in public
utilities and the mining industry are
unlawful till after inquiry by the
government. The law here is similar
to that in Canada.

LET US ALL BE OYSTERS.

Oysters are happy—certainly they
are happy—and they are happy be-
cause the life they live can be lived
where they need and desire very, very
little—on their low level of life.

Undgr capitalism, the present form
of society, many millions of workers
live chiefly the life of humble animal-
ism, robbed of the upper side of life:
and there they are socially damn
and despised by the “prominent” peo-
ple, despised by the “upper classes.”

“Upper classes?”

Up where?

Up above the dead-line, sneering at
the toilers sweating and worrying be-
low the dead-line, sneering at the
toilers’ humbling struggle for the bare
necessaries, scoffing at the workers’
fourth-rate, cheap imitations of com-
forts and luxuries.

‘In ‘dull, dumb meekness and obed-
ience the workers class toil on and
on in the mud of life bearing the ca-
pitalist class upon their shoulders—
f;he workers, millions of them dead to
the splendors of life—asleep in the
hell of slavery.

But they shall wake. They shall
wake from the sleep of cheap content-
ment. They shall rise from their liv-
ing death in slavery.

WANT WOMEN’S MONEY.

A noble proposition is suggested in
Texas. The Port Arthur Record tells
about it:

“The women of Texas, especially
the suffragists, are to be asked to
donate a dollar each toward the defi-
cit in the Democratic campaign fund.
They are told that whereas President
Wilson was re-elected by the votes of
the women in the western states, the
women of Texas who could not help
him should assist in a financial way.
Rather a peculiar way of reasoning
when we consider that it is the Demo-
cratic Party which has failed to give
the women of Texas the right to as-
sist in the election of presidents. The
women are not capable of voting, but
they are perfectly capable of con-
ducting a ‘ladies’ aid society’ adjunct
to the organization which has the
power to give them the same rights
as possessed by their sisters the
western states.”
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Lét The Plutes Rule!

== By MAX SHEROVER, ——

Why Not Award It To Meyer London?

London.—Reuter’s Christiania correspondent says the
Nobel Committee decided not to distribute the Nobel
£eace prizes for 1915 and 1916, The Nobel peace prize

as not been awarded since 1913, /

It is our recollection that Socialist Congressman
Meyer London introduced a resolution directing the
President to take an effective step toward ending the
European carnage.

$$8%8S
And Still Capitalism Lasts!

Just before turning on the gas in an unsuccessful
attempt to end it all Mrs. Anna Oram, the wife of a
workingman and mother of four children, wrote down
the following budget which conclusively shows that
our “prosperity” is unprecedented:

This is what it takes a week:

Rent $4.00, lunch and carfare $2.00. That
leaves $6.00 a week for light, fuel, food and
clothes, medicine and incidentals for husband,
children and myself. I owe about $180 on a
number of bills. I can only spare $1 a week
toward effacing this indebtedness. Heaven
help the poor!

John Oram, her husband, said: *Ive been working
steadily for J. B. Clow & Co. I abhor drink, I shrink
from the very thought of crime. I give every cent to
my wife and children, Daily I get 15 cents. Of this
10 cents is for carfare, the nickle for coffee. Out of
this I was able to pinch $1.73, which the children were
saving and it went for bread a few days ago.” Oram’s
wages are $12 a week.

Let the Plutes Rule!

$ $ 3% 8% .
Some Flowers Of Capitalism.
(Picked at random from n list of ““100 neediest cases” for yhich
a Christmas assistance appeal is being made by a Chicago paper.)
No Wonder He Went Insane.
2—Demented uncle, caring for four orphans on $14

8 week.
A Nation Of Fatherless Children.

13—Fourteen-year-old boy, “father” to four, needs
$8 rent and help for baby brother with tubercular hip.

15—If mother could get $10 rent she could feed
seven children ages 2 to 14. Wants work. N

19—Mother, vitality gone, supports seven on $4,
earned in laundry. Needs $10 for rent,

Heaven Help That Girl.

20—Hungry widow, wages $6, wants to keep four
children in school. Eldest girl soon wil be wage earner.

21—Wife of violent insane man, wants rent met so
her $1 a day wages will provide for three little hungry
children, 4 months to 5 years old.

How Socialism Breaks Up Homes.

4—Blind barber learning broom making, wants $50
to help support tubercular wife and three young boys
until he becomes proficient. .

5-—Twelve years making pants in sweatshop  has
ruined the mother’s health. Now she and three children
are tubercular. Needs rest, glasses and about $50.

12—Widow, paralyzed in side, supports self and two
boys on $25 a month. Needs $7 rent and clothing.

85-—Mother has two operations, finds income of $37
& month less than expenses of caring for four children.
Needs bed and bedding.

86—Widow, not eligible to pension, supports aged
mother and three little ones on $6 earned by 17-year-
cld brother. Income $15 a month short. .

87—If you could get second-hand sewing machine,
she says, she could earn enough besides her $28 in-
come to support five children. Panicky for fear home
will be broken up. Would cost $15. )

88—Wife scrubs at night, husband blind, = supports
four children, now wants clothing for them and aid
until spring.

89—Widow, cooped up ih single room with two
children, can earn only 58 a week and neegds $14.50 a
lrlnonth. Wants to get two rooms so they can have real

ome.

Let the Plute Rule!
(Another Batch of Capitalism’s Flowers Next Week.)

Signs Of The Times.

Planning The Next War.

Sir Alfred' Booth, chairman of the Cunard Steam-
ship Co., expresses the belief that “Great Britain would
be pleased to have America’s co-operation in CARING
for international trade, to prevent Germany’s gaining
a mastery after the war.

$ $ 3% 8
They Always Foot The Bill.

Says the same plute in a speech at Liverpool: “After
the war, the burden of debt must be met by increased
production. The responsibility and duty to achieve in-
creased production will fall very largely on the work-
ing classes.”

$ $ 8% 8
What’s The Matter With The U. S.

A recommendation made in the annual report of the
Post ffice Department calls for government ownership
of the telegraph and telephone facilities of Alaska,
Hawaii and Porto Rico. . :

$ $ 88

What Has The R. R. Bird Whispered In Burleson’s Ear?

On January 1, 1917, says the P. O. Department’s
report, the P. O. Department will file with the Inter-
state Commerce Commission a recommendation for a
revision of the railway mail pay basis of compensation
which will give the rairoads a more adequate (?)
return for the work they have been performng in
thansporting the mails.

$ $ 88
The H. C. of L.
(Bradstreet’s Export Figures.)

Wheat this week 6,727,000 bushels; last week, 5,587,-
000 bushels; since July 1, 169,565,060 bushels; last
year, 180,173,000 bushels; “'since July 1, 22,644,000
bushels; last year, 5,042,000 bushels.

$$ 8 8 .
Hot, Cold, Or For Stock Inflation?
“The Right Way is the Gas Way.”—Slogan of Wall
Street Journal.

$ $ 8 8
Workers Excluded.
Sub rates of Wall Street Journal; $12 yearly,
monthly, or five cents daily.

$ $ 88
Logic—Thou Art Mud!

“It (suffrage) is a destruction of the right of self-
government and a subjection of the people to the gov-
ernment of others.”—Elihu Root speaking before the
Anti-Suffragists at Wé\shingbon.

$1

; $ 8
Speaking Of Campaign Funds.
The Republican party’s total amounts to $2,441,565.
The Democratic party’s total amounts to $1,808,348.
Such proletarian “contributions” as $25,000 are not
uncommon to both’of them. Of course, none of the
$‘contributors” expected a return on their investment.

Niemand zu Hause.

“I, personally, can’t say I desire government owner-
ship of the railroads. I lean to the individual idea
rather than the collective. I believe in individual owner-
ship except where competition is impossible.”—Williags
Jennings Bryan.

$ $ 8
The Materialistic Interpretation Of Opera.

For the prosperity of the Chicago Opera Association in.a
measure is bound up with the Kreltize of the city in which it
plays its part.

Nor is this prestige a matter of art alone.
mercial side to the matter. -

If it should be considered strange that the existence of an
opera company has any BEARING UPON BUSINESS, it is
necessary only to remember that the company is a symbol of the
prosperity of the town. Moreover, such an organization is an
macet to Chicago insofar as it serves as an ADVERTISEMENT.
The business of setting up an artistic organization for the pur-
pose of drawing attention to the city In which it has its being has
been made known comparatively Iate in the history of art.

One of the outstanding instances of such methods of advertising
j« the case of the Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra. The Chicago
Symphony put this city artistically on the map. The Minneapolis
orchestra has seen to it that its nlayers have -put Minneapolis
on the map. It has NOT BEEN FOR THE MERE PURPOSE
OF DISPENSING MUSIC that the orchestra has traveled to New
York and in many another cl:r in_the Union.

© —Felix Beorowski in Chicage Herald.

There is & com-

Soclalists At Work

A bequest of $100 is left to the Los
Angeles branch of the Socialist Par-
ty by the terms of the will of Louis
Bernson. v

Utica, N. Y., Socialists are circul-
ating a petition to the mayor and city
council urging a referendum on the
question of municipalizing the ‘electric
light and gas plants.

VWilliam Blyly, of Elkhart, Ind.,
writes: “We have at present a good
organization, a city central commit-
tee, an organization committee of 12
and a study class committee.”

W. T. Webb, state secretary of
Texas, declares that: “With a few
good lecturers that have the organiz-
ing ability and understand the condi-
tions in Texas, we could build up an
organization of 10,000 or 15,000 mem-
bers. As it is we have about 1,500”.
Here’s hoping Texas gets the organ-
izers.

Joseph Wright, local secretary  at
Clinton, Ind., says: “We are getting
a goocd many new members into the
party. The people in the Fifth Con-
gressional District are up in arms
against the old parties for robbing us
of votes in our efforts to elect ‘Gene
Debs. Our new members are mostly
young men. We are planning to edu-
cate them before they become back-
sliders or get discouraged.”

The New York state executive com-
mittee of the Socialist party will soon
undertake the most extensive organ-
ization campaign ever seen in New
York to win back to the party nearly
5,000 men and women who have
dropped out of party activities and
membership, and to get 10,000 new-
comers into the movement. There are
30,000 enrolled Socialist voters in the
state, and from these the party rolls
may be raised by more than 25,000.
. Letting of a new contract for street
lighting to the Utica Gas and Electric
Company of Utica, N. Y., has been
delayed by a protest filed by Otto L.
Endres, Oneida county chairman of

Browning. They charge that the rate
proposed is excessive and that the
contract does not provide that it may
be cancelled by the city 4f it should
decide to go into the lighting busin-
ess. Utica local of the Socialigt party
has adopted a resolution demanding
niunicipal ownership of the lighting
plant. :

Local Shelbyville, Ind., didn't sit
around waiting for the returns after
election day but got right on the job
for 1920 by electing committees to
thoroly canvass the city for new
members, new and old subscribers to
party publications, and look up delin-
quent and ex-members. Financial
Secretary J. E. Chenoweth writes
that, “The results of twg hours work

of the committee which I am on were:

two new members, four renewals to
The American Socialist, besides get-
ting in touch -with many excellent
prospects. We expect to make this a
permanent feature of our work, and
as soon as we can get in shape, to
supplement this work with a series of
winter lectures.”

William H. Heﬂry, state secretary
of Indiana, writes:

in organization work just after an
election as they are at this time.
Indianapolis is building a real politi-
cal organization. Most of our Indiana-
polis speakers worked out in the state
during this last campaign. They are
going to work at home now. We are
taking in from 80 to 40 members
weekly., La Porte, Marion, Elwood,
Anderson, Alexandria, Evansville,
Bedford, Clinton, Newecastle, in fact
at least half the locals in the state
are reporting good organization work.
They are not downhearted a bit. They
realize they must have an organiza-
tion. The Fifth Indiana (Debs) dis-
trict is planning to start a paper and
put an organizer on the job. Debs is
enthusiastic. I think he will run again
in two years and pull thru.

Harry W. Laidler, organizing secre-
tary of the Intercollegiate Socialist
society has just finished a 17-day trip
to Pennsylvania and New York col-
leges. He gave 30 lectures in all be-
fore about 2,000 collegians, addressed
some 16 economic classes and a couple
of entire college bodies. An alumni
chapter was started in Pittsburgh.
Laidler found the younger profes-
sors of economics at the various col-
leges growing more and more sym-
pathetic toward Socialism and show-
ing an eager willingness to cooperate
with the society and to help to liberal-
ize the minds of the undergraduates
on economic and social problems..All
L efforts are now being turned toward
making the eighth annual convention
of the Intercollegiate Socialist Socie-
ty, to be held in New York, Dec. 28,
29 and 30, a pronounced success.

-Another long-felt want is to be
supplied. Press agents for the Social-
ist and labor movement are to be
trained in a new class of the Rand
School. which has its first meeting

ers and secretaries of the Socialist
party branches, to secretaries and or-
ganizers of labor unions and all others
interested in publicity and newspaper
work. The course will be conducted
by Ira W. Bird, a member of the New

for the International Ladies’ Garment
Workers’ Union and other organiza-
tions. Bird has had a long ex-
perience on newspapers in New York,
Milwaukee, and Washington, D. C. He
was a reporter and ¢ity editor on the
Leader in Milwaukee and went to New
York from Washington, where he was
city editor of the Washington Post.
Altho the class will be primarily for
the education of press agents for the
labor movement, there will be instruc-
tion in journalism to prepare the stu-
dents for their work. e members
of the class will start in as cub re-
porters and go thru all the experi-
ences of the beginners in the news!a-
per game with the exception that few
will see their .early efforts in print.

the Socialist party, and George W.

s: _“I ‘have never'
seen the comrades in Indiana so active:

Déc. 16. The class is open to organiz-

York Call staff and publicity director - y;
-0

They who voted for Wilson m the hope of "éetting
something now” had better be baring their necks for
what they are about to receive.

Oh, yes, militarism leads toward Socialism. Eng-
land, howgver, has been placed under a dictatorship,
while Fralce is in control of a military board. What
is the use of democracy, anyhow? -

The Wwomen are learning. The Housewife’s League,
two million strong, is asking for regulation of food
prices similar to that which prevails in New South
Wales. In time they will vote for Socialism.

If the women who this year began experimenting
with the ballot do not vote the Socialist ticket by 1920,
they will not justify the $neaking notion people have
that they are more sensible than men are.

Now that certain Socialists have helped elect Wilson
president he' has recommended the change in postal
rates that will make it impossible for, Socialist papers
of general circulation to exist.

“We can call it Socialism, or whatever name we
choose, but when it becomes necessary for a large num-
ber of J)eople to organize themselves in a society to
fight old Hy Costalivin then it becomes the duty of or-
ganized society, the city, the state or the federal gov-
ernment, to tackle the proposition for the benefit of all
the people, that is, except the food and fuel specul-
ators”, comments the Pilot, of Blair, Neb. Here’s a
ggpe:‘ that is trying to pilot the masses in the right

irection.

.

WHITE PAPER.

Unless there is a break in the price of white paper
soon, 1917 will see newspapers toppling over, all over
the country. Let’s suppose a case. Suppose a group of
Wall street financiers were to get control of all the
pulp and paper mills in the United States and Canada
and were to refuse to supply paper at any price to
newspapers that refused to obey orders as to. news
and editorial policy—what would happen to~ public
opinion in this land of the free and home of the brave?

ill Uncle Sam have to go into the paper business ?—
From The Day Book (Chicago).

e,

RAISES FEAR OF SOCIALISM.

Frank A. Vanderlip, head of the National City Bank
of New York City, tried to interpret the handwriting
on the wall in an address before the Bankers’ Club of
Chicago in the gold room of Chicago’s Congress Hotel.
Capitalists representing $3,000,000,000 money power
faced the head of the Standard Oil institution.

He blamed the bankers in part for the growth of
state sgocialism in America because, he.said, they had
failed to play the big part they should have done,
which gave rise to the demand by the people for relief
thru state control. In other words, he thought the
fleecing of the masses had been too vigorous. He
urged that it ought to be carried on in a more gentle-
manly and humane manner. Some of the biggest of
the bankers smiled at this show of sentiment. Vander-
lip continued: | ' .

“State socialism in Europe may develop problems,
the like of which have never concerned our minds. We
may have to meet collective buying, state aided in-
dustries, forms of governmental cooperation with
business quite outside our range of thought. Govern-
mental control of ocean borne commerce, and novel
factors in international finance will be. subjects for
national consideration. Indeed, there may ultimately
come out of the great war changes in forms of gov-
ernment that will have profound and worldwide in-
fluence.” . .

Then Vanderlip went on weeping about the danger
locked up in the controversy between the railroads and
their employes. He said: .

“Within this week I heard the representative of the
four great railway unions state his views before the
Economic club of New York. To my mind, while clothed
with graceful language, while presented with a smile,
they were views that contained the essence of anarchy.
We were told we must not pass certain laws because
they would not be obeyed; we were given clear intima-
tions regarding the power of these organizations; but

-there was not one hint of their duty or responsibility

to society.

In response to which the pirates of New York’s
‘Wall Street and Chicago’s LaSalle Street nodded their
approval. Such is the arugment of the money power.
After admitting that the masses aré rising in their
wrath against the nation’s money lords because of the
treatment they had received, and were turning to Soc-
ialism as a last refuge, this oily Vanderlip talks of
duty and responsibility to society. It will take more
oil than is contained in Vanderlip’s smug phrases to
quiet the demands of the masses, some of which have
been coined into the demands of the four railroad
brotherhoods upon the privately owned railroads of the
country.

It is a pitiful sight to see these bankers, blind as
bats to the future, trying to stave off the inevitable
with empty words and phrases that only fool them-
selves and those more ignorant.

THEY BEGIN TO SQUEAL.

J. Hampton Moore, congressman from Pennsylvania,
arose in the house of representatives at Washington
the other day and asked unanimous consent to extend
his remarks in the Congressional Record by inserting
a speech by his colleague, “the gentleman from New
Yori, Mr. Wiliam S. Bennett, on Socialism”. There was
no objection.

Considering the fact that New York City has had
some excellent teaching in Socialism, we looked for-
ward with interest to what Mr. Bennett might have
to say. Perhaps he had something new to add to anti-
Socialist argument.

But we were doomed to disappointment. He rehashes
in cheap and tawdry form the arguments of our most
ignorant opponents, He sums up his own argument as
follows:

“I have shown that Socialism is opposed, and neces-,

sarily so, to religion, to the family, to the individual,
to virtue, chastity, and monogamous marriage. I have
shown that it proposes to eliminate saving, investment
and thrift”. N -

Where did: Mr. Bennett ever get the ability to per-
suade the voters of his district that he has enough in-
telligence to represent them in congress? Capitalism,
today, is the biggest foe of the basic ideals of religion.
It has proved this beyond doubt by merging all its
horrors in the world-war now raging in Europe. Cap-
jtalism, today, is the biggest foe of the family, making
it impossible for millions of men and women to marry
and become the fathers and mothers of children. They
have all they can do to maintain themselves in the
single state with the meager wages they receive. Cap-
jtalism does not recognize individuals. It herds men,
women and children alike into the mines, mills and
factories of the nation there to toil. and sweat until
claimed by death and the grave, ' Capitalism is the
greatest foe‘of virtue and chastity—behold our red light
districts, divorce and police courts, or read the latest
edition of the yellow press for the most recent morsel
of choice scandal., All of which should prove to any
sane individual that the monogamous marriage has
never had a chance under the present rotten system
society. Capitalism has substituted poverty for
saving, investment and thrift, making it impossible
for the great mass to meet even daily requirements,
let alone put by something for old age or make any
preparations at all for the future.
~And Mr. Bennett stands for this.capitalist system
of society. He evidently had his little attack on Soc-
jalism printed in the Congressional’ Record so he
could circulate it among his constituents in New York
City. Our advice to him is—don’t d¢ it. This speech
betrays your ignorance of present day conditions and

the voters in your district will decidé to look around-

and elect someone more fit to represent them. And when
they do this they will always turn to the candxdatf
of the Socialist Party. ) .

For the service you have already done us, Mr, Ben-
nett, we thank you. We surely would like to have sev-
eral Socislist congressmen from New York City in
sddition to Meyer London and Morris Hillqifit.
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1907

. There is probably no record of any
important criminal case where a, ver-

dict of guilty was returned on the]

evidence or such an evidently dege-
nerate melee of underworld scum as
in the Billings case, first of the bomb
cases to be tried. It can only be ex-
plained by the damning fact that. the
same grasping degenerate influences
control the District Attorney’s office
ih San Francisco today as in 1907 in
the famous “Graft Trials.”

“Behind the expert lawyers of the
trolley magnates,” wrote the S. F.,
Call of September 26, 1907, referring
to the trial of Tirey L. Ford, street

‘railway chief counsel, “troops a mot-

ley train of gun-fighters, professional
plug-uglies, decoys, disreputable ‘de-
tectives’, thugs, women of the half-
world, and the wolfish pack of gutter
journalism. It must be indeed a hard
case that needs such bolstering.”

- Writing of one of these trials,
(Calhoun’s) Franklin Hikborn says in
his book, “The System,” page 434:
“There followed one of the most ex-
traordinary scenes ever recorded of a
court of justice. The defendant’s at-
torney’s, the District Attorney, and
even, the prisoner at the bar openly
and contemptuously defied the judge
(Judge Wm. P. Lawlor) on the bench,”

Gallows For Five Workers?

The District Attorney referred to
is Charles M. Fickert, the same Fick-
ert who in 1916 outrages justice by
endeavoring to hang five labor people
because the unionism of San Francis-
co still successfully resists the on-
slaughts of the Chamber of Com-
merce. Those who cowered before the
outraged citizenry of 1907 have now
usurped the courts, and thru profes-
sional jurors and police-controlled
witnesses, hope to .strangle Billings
and his co-defendants, The attempted
assassination of Francis Heney and
the dvnamiting of Supervisor Gal-
lagher’s home in Oakland (a witness

against the United Railroads) are du- |

plicated by the killing-of the pickets,
Tom Olson and Lewis Morey today,
the convenient bomb explosion to dis-
credit unionism and the penning up
for slaughter of five innocent labor
peoble. .

The eloquent description by the
“Call” of the Calhoun-Ford-Mullally
following of 1907, quoted above, ap-
plies precisely to the personnel of
the witnesses and the hidden wire-pul-
lers of the cases now on trial here,
The sewers of the underworld were
grapvled for human ghouls, without
a vestige of honor or shame, all under
the thumb-screws of the police, to
swear “to order” so that four working
men and one woman could be crucified
on the Chamber of Commerce cross
of greed. .

Let us examine the prosecution for-
ces—one by one:

1. District Attorney Charles M.
Fickert.. Lickspittle of the Calhoun-

, Mullally United Railroad gang. whom

he refused to prosecute on his as-
sumption of office in '1907, and who
now demands Tom Mooney’s life be-
cause he tried to organize the em-
plovees of this same United Rail-
roads. .

2. Martin Swanson. chief detective
of the Pacific Gas & Electric Co., an
other public utilities, including the
United Railroads. who, prior to the
explosion was offering a $5,000 bribe
to anyone who would heln to “iob”
Mooney. Both Billines and Weinberg
were made—and refused—his offer.

. Star “Red Light” Queen.

3. Estelle Smith, “star witness,”
charged with the murder of Irene
Smith in Los Angeles on April 2, 1913.
Frequently arrested in “red-light”
raids in the same city. James L. Mur-
phy, her uncle, in_San Quentin Pe-
nitentiary for murder. D. J. Kidwell,
her stepfather, in Folsom Penitentiary
for forgery.

Affidavit of Miss Suzanne Dean, so-
cial worker of Fullerton Orange
County, California, states:

“] know Mrs. Estelle Smith and
frequently saw, read to and conversed
with her (then Estelle Moore) in Los
Angeles County Jail during the sum-
mer of 1913. She was then charged
with complicity in the murder of Ir-
ene Smith at 1066 North Hill Street,
Los Angeles, on or about April 2,
1913. Prior to this date Estelle Smith
was reputed to have lived illegally
with a man named Boltanon. I have
information and believe that Bohanon
became infatuated with Irene Smith;
that in a quarrel engendered by this
fact Irene Smith was killed; and that
there were present at the killing Es-
telle Smith, Bohanon, James L. Mur-
phy, uncle of Estelle Smith, and the
vietim. Murphy was convicted of the
murder and is now serving twelve
years at San Quentin. After being re-
leased Estelle Smith lived in the un-
derworld of the city of Los Angeles,
and was frequently arraigned in the
police courts of said city on charges
of prostitution. During my acquain-
tance with Estelle Smith I became
well informed of her general repu-
tation in the jail and city of Los An-
geles. Said reputation for truth and
veracity was very bad, and she was

generally reputed to be utterly de-

praved and bevond the reach of any
good influence.” ' )

4. Chief of Police David White.
Former employe of the Pacific Gas &
Electric Co.

5. and 6. Lieut. Duncan Matheson
and Sergt. Charles Goff. Heads of
Police Traffic Squad, controlled by
the United Railroads in their fight a-
gainst the Jitney Bus Union, of which

-Israel ‘Weinberg, one of the defend-

anty, is a prominent member.

7. Detective Steve Bunner, “star
witness” in frame-up of Dowdall in
1906, Dowdall was sentenced to fifty
yesrs’ imprisonment as the result of
a police plot. His innocence was es-
tablished after long years of impri-
sonment, which broke down his health.

Use Drug User. .

8. John McDonald, drug user. Oper-
ated on three times on account of his
addiction to drugs. Graduated‘from a
five-cent waterfront coffee house to a
$3 a day police jackal. Related that
Chief of Police White told him,
#Qtick to your story, Mac. and you'll
gro back to Baltimore on the cushions
with plenty of change ‘in your pock-
ets.” Said he saw Billings place the
bomb “as in a m.” o

9. Jobn Crowley.,Sneak thief and

‘‘Law And Order’’
In San Francisco

transaction, however small,

ZTlubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents..

—

frequenter of Barbary Coast saloons
where soldiers pick up other male per-
verts for unspeakable orgies. On pro-
bation for watch-stealing when Dis-
trict Attorney Fickert used him in the
Billings case. -

10.. Mrs. Kidwell, mother of Estelle
Smith. Billed as a star witness, too,
but withdrawn when the defense pub-
lished a letter written by her, showing
a deal with the District Attorney
whereby her forger husband was to
be paroled in exchange for her tes-
timony. )

11. Earl R. Moore. Traffic police-
man and former United Railroads
strikebreaker.

12. Rominger. Ex-private detective
of Spokane.—~Shades of Wm. J.
Burns!

Such “Law And Order” Pillars!

Such are the pillars of “law and or-
der” in San Francisco today. Would
you convict a dog on the testimoy of
such people?

Yet they hold the lives of five un-
ionists in the hollows of their hands.
Are they to be hurled into eternity
on the gibberings and perjuries of
loathsome degenerates of the Smith
and Crowley type? Do your part in
frustrating this contemplated series
of legal murders by holding meetings,
distributing and displaying literature
and sending funds—at once—to Ro-
bert Minor, Treasurer, 210 Russ Build-
ing, San Francisco.

Kation May Test Phone

1916/

Ownership In Washington

(Special Correspondence.)

WASHINGTON.—In an -effort to
flatten down and out the movement
for nationalization of the telephone
and teleiraph sytems of the United
States, the Telephone and Telegraph
Interests are concentrating their
forces on Washington, D. C. Having
failed to get action on the bill for a
nation-wide confiscation of the wires,
David J. Lewis, Chairman of the
House Labor Committee, is now try-
ing to have the government take over
the telephone system of the National
Capital. The Bell group is fighting
Lewis, and the little group of radicals
cooperating with him with every
means in their power. —

The Government pays $100,000 a
year in telephone rentals, The people
of Washington pay over 4 cents for
each call, which is more than four
times what the independent companies
of Chicago, Pittsburgh, Indignapolis,
and Buffalo pay.

_ Poor Are Disinherited.

Under present conditions, under
private ownership, the poor man is
denied the use of the telephone. “The
prevailing rates,” says Lewis, “sim-
ply disinherit the masses in respect, to
this most recent and useful means of
communicating.”

Telephones at a dollar a month with
100 calls per month and additional
calls at a cent each is what Lewis
propose. He bases his proposals on
the estimates submitted to Govern-
ment authorities by a responsible
telephone manufacturing company.

d | His proposition is to buy the Wash-

ington telephone outfit &t its cost
va%ue. Allowing 3 per cent for depre-
ciation and interest, it .could be run
at first for $12 a year for 600 calls,
additional calls at two cents each.
This would bring in; it is calculated,
$30 per telephone annually, enabling
the city to reduce rates as fast as the
growth of the business would permit.
Such a system as that in Washington
can be operated at $20.51 per tele-
phone annually.
Test Government Ownership.

Lewis’s idea is that the municipal
telephone could be operated under the
federal post office department and
that it would test out the claims for
government ownership and for pri-
vate ownership, respectively, He
quotes President Vail of the Bell Tele-
phone Company as declaring that his
corporation could give rates ‘“more
or less equal to those in Europe, and
make a profit, too, “but that “the
American people do not want them.”

“At present,” says Lewis, “the toll
rates are prohibitive for small trans-
actions.. Altho Washington is com-
pletely environed by farms, they can-
not be reached within a practicable
cost by telephone, while letter com-
munication is impracticable; for the
requires
conversation, For example, a certain
f?xwin&l,center within twenty miles
of WisHington, can be reached only at
the prohibitive rate of 20 cents for
three minutes. Under my bill the
night rate would be three cents, which
would make it as easy for a housewife

to give an order to a farmer as to a |

grocer in town, Then the farm pro-
ducts could be sent direct from the
producer to the consumer by parcel
post, giving the prudent housekeeper
her necessaries in the first mail
Money Interests Active.

“There is considerable curiosity ‘at |

the Capitol to know" what valid ob-
jection can be made by anyone to
this experiment's being made, and
thus the controversy settled by actual
test. If it succeeds, then we §hall only
be following the examples of the other
countries of the world, which, with
few exceptions, have placed the tele-
phone and telegraph communications,
with the letter, in the hands of that
most useful and popular branch of
the goternment, the postal system.”

The big monied interests are fling-
ing themselves against this bill. Lewis
has-encountered them before. At the
last election he ran for Senator from
his state of Maryland, and the
machine of the Democratic party de-
feated him at the behest of the tele-
phone corporation.

Lewig’ bill won’t pass, but the peo-
ple should know the facts about it
and about the Telephone Monopoly
and how it keeps the telephone from
the poor man’s house.

Francis Soukup, well known Bo-
hemian Socialist who toured this coun-
try .delivering lectures several years
ago, eand who is a member of the
Austrian Parliament, has been arrest-
ed and imprisoned on the charge of

igh treason. Details sre lacking but

hi
"it%‘zlél probable that Soukup was caught
'red-handed in some peace plot.
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IN THE WORLD OF LABOR.

8y Max 8. Hayes.
A. WIDESPREAD industrial de-

o

pression exists in Argentina,
thousands of building trademen
and shop workers being out of em-
ployment and tramping from place to
place. The Socialist representatives in
the National Congress-—who number
10, an increase of six—have intro-
duced a bill for insurance against un-
employment, demanding that the gov-
ernment tgk.e steps to secure employ-
ment at living wages for everybody.
But these radicals are having a hard
row to hoe. Altho the recently elected
ﬁovernment of Argentina ‘travels un-
er the mask of liberalism, it is ut-
terly conservative when it was asked to
take effective steps for the benefit of
the working masses, as is the case
everywhere when capitalistic politi-
cians are elected. There have been
numerous hard strikes against wage
reductions, and altogether the work-
ing people of Argentina are in a con-
dition of gene}:al :iisiatiffaction.

AN unusual occurrence is reported
from Denver, where the Rev. Allan A.
Tanner one of the most prominent
ministers in the city, announced that
he will retire from the*pulpit the first
of the year. He tendered his letter of
resignation as pastor of the first ‘Con-
gregational Church. He also will re-
tire from the People’s Tabernacle and
expects to take up industrial pursuits,
perhaps returning to work in a mach-
ine shop. Several years ago Dr. Tan-
ner went to work in a machine- shop
in Toledo, O., and became skilled en-
ough to jofn the union. While living

.in Toledo he was a friend and co-

worker of “Golden Rule” Jones, It
was he who preached the funeral ser-
mon of Toledo.’s gam'ous. Mayor.

NOT ONLY is the problem of im-
ported negro labor from the South
confronting the workers in the North-
ern industrial centers, but even In-
dians and Mexicans are now being
employed :in considerable numbers.
The Pennsylvania Railway Co. has in-
troduced the innovation on some of
its Eastern .lines with ‘satisfactory
results. The colored, Mexican and
Indian laborers are more tame and do-

-cile than the Europeans who have

been employed almost exclusively :inm -
recent years, and that is what the
corporations like. It means more pro-
fits. : . s e =

THE FIVE steel and smelter work-
ers’ organizations in England are
voting on the proposition to .amal-

.gamate. So far three of the national

unions have decided favorably and it
is believed that the two others will do’
likewise. It is hoped to perfect the
merger shortly after the first of the
year. ) )
- . L »

THE COST of living has gone up
very much and now wages are going
up a very little. But not because your
masters love you. Wages are going
up because there’s a scarcity of labor
power.

The Navy Department has rejected:
the bid of the Cramp Shipbuilding
Company for two submarines and aw-
arded the contract to the government
navy yard at Mare Island. The Cramp
bid was $1,195,000; the navy yard bid
$968,105.

One Man And This

MACRINE Dk

50 ™ s100
Daily Profit

Not a dream
. —not & myth
but & reality.

i est, and anx-
jous to go in business for yourself. I will*
help you, I have helped lots of men to make
from $500.00 to $1500.00 per month. It's
an honorable business—can be started most
anywhere, in any town of over 500 popula-

A'G00D BUSINESS PROPOSTTION

You want a business of your own. Go

the Popecorn Crispette business and make
$2000.00 to $7000.00 & year. All you need
is a machine, a few

dollars and a good

location. ~ You can
learn to make Cris-
pettes in a day. They
sell everywhere for a
nickel a package.
You make almost
four cents profit.

Send for Free Book

It tells the whole story—how and
where to start, how to succeed, gives
experiences of others, etc. It’s worth read- -
ing, even if you don’t start. If yow're
looking for a xood thing and easy money,
write today for FREE BOOK.

Eakin made $1500.00

a Long Crispette; W. Z. LONG CO.
in one month with 1286 High 8t.,
Machine, in a store Springfield, Ohie,
window. You can/ Without any obligation
do equally as well/ at all, please send mb,
or even better. ?ee' yo.lilrsbot)k.‘"l)&l.-
W. Z. LONG CO. ars.and Sense in the
1286 High St. Crispette Businass.

Springfield,
1)

o

COMRADES.

‘When you shoot a plute voter with
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American Militarism ls
Bared In Santo Domingo

Americans who think that militar-
ism is a peculiarly European product
will hardly relish the details which are
coming to light regarding the Ameri-
can occupation of Santo Domingo. A
local censorship of the press quite as
drastic as any European censorship
has been established in Santo Domin-
go by Capt. H. 8. Knapp of the Un-
ited States Navy who is in charge of
the armed American forces which
have overturned the revolutionary go-
vernment of Santo Domingo and re-
stored, in part at least, the pro-Am-
erican interests government which for-
merly existed.

This 'so angered the citizens of our
sister republic that there was con-
siderable opﬂosition to the high-hand-
ed . dictatorship imposed by the Am-
erican Navy officers. In answer to this
Capt. Knapp issued the following dras-
tic order, a copy of which has just
been secured from the Navy Depart-

ment:
CENSORSHIP.

With the declaration of Occupa-
tion and Military Government in
Santo Domingo, a censorship is
hereby established the existence
of which will be jmmediately no-
tified to the Presé.

Any comment ‘that is intended
to be published upon the attitude
of the United States Government,
or ugon anything connected with
the Occupation and Military Go-
vernment of Santo Domingo
must first be submitted to the lo-
cal ‘densor for approval; and no
such comment shall be permitted
to be printed without having been
pasged upon favorably by the
censor. .

The publication is forbidden of
expressions of a violent or in-
flammable nature or that will tend
to encourage hostility or resis-
tence to the Military Government.

The publication of any news-
gaper.or other periodical that of-

ends against this order will be
suspended; and responsible per-
sons,—owners, editors, or others
—will further be liable to punish-
ment by the Military Govern-
ment.

The printing and distribution
of posters, handbills, or. similar
means of propaganda in order to
disseminate views nnfaverahle to
the United States Government or
to the Military Government in
Santo Domingo is forbidden, as
is the distribution in Santo Do-
mingo of such matter in papers
and perodicals published in for-
eign counries. Offenders aeainst
this regulation will be liable to
punishment by the Military Go-
vernment.

The officer (General) command-
ing on shore will apvoint censors
and put this order into effect.

Newspapers Howl.

Some of the big newspapers which
thought that the censorship was le-
velled at them, immediately let up a
howl. Chief amone them was the pow-
erful New York Evening Post, so Se-
cretary Daniels cabled understrapper
Knapp to remove the censorship ex-
cent where absolutely necessary.

When Admiral W. S, Benson, Chief
of Naval Operations. was interviewed

. by renresentatives of Washington An-

ti-military organizations, he freely ad-
mitted these facts to be true and

‘showed official copies of the censor-

ship proclamation. He went on to des-
cribe how “patient and long-suffer-
ing” this country had been in its deal-
ings ‘with little Santo Domingo, and
how careful we had been of “the suc-
ceptibilities of the natives.” Evidently
the Admiral thought that the only
thing the natives had anv right to be
susceptible of was robbery at the
hands of American business men.

His interviewer suggested that we
were settling difficulties of similar
nature. in Mexico by the appointment
of a joint commission. This peeved the
mighty Admiral. He thought that this
was an unwarranted interference in
the sacred right of the navy to shoot
up any little island that it saw fit.
“Why don’t you trust the people you
have appointed to do this work,” he
asked with an air of iniury, mean-
ing himself of course. “The navy is
doing its duty, either we are fit to do
this work or we are not.” This was
said in true bull-doggy fashion, and
it ended the interview.

Use Navy As Black Jack.

“The navy is doing its duty”’—sure
thing. We have always given it credit
for being only a black-jack for use in
the big business man’s stick-up game.
“Either it (the whole militarist
school and its policy of imperialism)
is fit to do it or it is not?” That all

depends on the point of view. From C

T ——————————
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eminently fit for the job, to fasten ex-

other countries and to put across an
excuse for censorship and compulsory
service in this country in the near fut-
ure. For such little things as robbing
hegﬂess peoples of their independence
and making them do the bidding of
Morgan, or for getting us involved in
war and waste of income, the Navy
has always been “fit”’—eminently fit.
But for the purpose of spreading the
doctrine of justice and brotherhood?
It is NOT. An interesting side light
on this case is that the ship sent down
to “pacify” the island is the Cruiser
“Force.”

SOCIALIST VOTE COMPARED.

i Governor.

WINS VICTORIES FOR PEOPLE.

Fighting with its back to the wall,
the Socialist minority in the town go-
vernment of Plymouth, Conn., has
succeeded in winning three important
social benefits for the workers

The Socialists have succeeded in in-
stalling a municipal water system for
the schools and town buildings, arte-
sian wells being dug by the town, in
the face of bitter resistance from the
private owners of the reservoir. Now
the people use the pure, cold well
water in preference to the reservoir
supply. A public fountain has been
built to which the people come with
their pails and pitclers. George Wil-
cox, State Executive Committeeman
of the Socialist party, is credited with
this victory, as he did some notable
scrapping in .the public town meet-
ings. -

Another case in which the Socialists
won out was in _forcing thru the
council an ordinance requiring the
local bank to pay rent for the town’s
property, which- it had occupied for
years gratis.. The president of the
bank is chairman of the Republican
town committee. -

The free public night schools, which
were squelthed several years ago by
the principal merchants of the town
“pecause when the workers became
educated they became Socialists,’”” have
been reopened, after a hard fight by
the Socialists, who saw the truth of
their friend the enemy’s statement.
Socialist party headquarters are in
the town hall and are fitted up for
social purposes as well as business.

It is chiefly the women who are
mentally “enslaved,” in other ‘words
anti-suffragettes, that are preve '."i%,
universal suffrage, Dr. Anna Howa.
Shaw said in speaking at the: dedica-
tion of the Susan B. Anthony memor-
ial room in the new headquarters of
the National American Women Suff-

rage Association at Washington, D.
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the exploiter’s standpoint it is most.

ploitation upon helpless natives of |

+{owes Mr. Jackson $10. He makes out
71a check for $10 and gives it to Mr.
“ | Jackson who deposits the check in the

State Debs Benson Other
1916
1912 1916 Votes
’ Obtainable
Alabama ... 3,029 1,916
Arizona .... 8,163 3,172 2,827*
Arkansas ... 8,158 6,999 9,780
California ...79,201 43,263 49,3417
Colorado ....16,418 9,963 12,421*
Connecticut ..10,056 5,179 5,279}
Delaware .. 566 486 490%
Florida .... 4,806 7,894
Georgia ... 1,028 966
Idaho ......11,960
Illinois  .?..,81,249 61,894 52,316}
Indiana .....36,931 21,856 22,156%
Iowa .......16,967 10,976
Kansas ....26,779 24,685 22,552}
Kentucky ...11,647 4,734
Louisiana ... 5,249
Maine ...... 2,541 2,186 1,5568%
Maryland .. 3,996 2,674 2,690%
Massachusetts 12,622 11,058 10,582% |
Michigan ...23,211 .
Minnesota ...27,5056 20,117 26,3063
Mississippi .. 2,061 1,484
Missouri ...28,466 14,612 14,654}
Montana ...10,885
Nebraska ..10,185 7,141 7,425%
Nevada .... 3,318 3,066 9,672%
N. Hampshire 1,980. 1,319 1,199%
New Jersey .15,928 10,405 18,358+
New Mexico.. 2,859
gew York ...63,381 45,985 .

. Carolina . 1,025 . 490 490%
N. Dakota .. 6,966 5,716 . 8,472}
Ohio  .......89,930 38,092 38,187}
Oklahoma ..42,262 45,190
Oregon ..... 18,343 9,767 7,243}
Pennsylvania 83,614 42,687

"Rhode Island 2,049 1,914 2,167}

So. Carolina.. 164 135

So. Dakota... 4,662 8,480 3,556%

Tennessee ... 3,504 2,542 2,187

Texas ...... 24,896

Utah ....... 9,023 4,460 4,497*

Vermont 928 798

Virginia ... 820 1,062

Washington ..40,134 . [ )

W. Virginia .15,886 6,150 4,881*

Wisconsin  ..33,481 27,846 80,6491

Wyoming ... 2,760 1,453 1,334%
* Legislature; $U. S. Senator;

How Bankers Live On
Interest Of Their Debis

By CHARLES LINDGREN.

The money of the people is used a-
gainst them.

The people deposit their money in
the banks; the banks change this mo-
ney into bank credit; this bank cre-!

and hold it for high prioes. In order
for_ you to understand this I will ex-
plain bank credit o you and I will
make the firuges so small that every-
body can understand. b

We will say that a man has one dol-
lar. He starts a bank. Mr. Smith de-
posits $4 with the banker. The banker
now has $5 in cash.

Mr. Jones goes to the banker and
wants to borrow $20. The bariker has
only $5 but loans Mr. Jones $20 in
this way. He writes down on a book,
I owe Mr. Jones $20. He then gives
Mr. Jones a check book. Mr. Jones

bank. If Mr. Jackson asks for $10 in
cash the banker won’t have it. But
experience has proved that in the
bank business only 5 cents-on the dol-
lar is used in cash and the dther 95
cents is used in checks. )

N

this: .

1 Owe What I AmWorth

Mr. Smith ..$ 4 Cash ....... $5
Mr. Jones .. 10 Mr. Jones

Mr. Jackson 10 owes me . 20

$24 $25

All of the banks working together
act as one bank. They have places cal-
led Clearing houses where the banks
checks meet every morning to ex-
change checks and get credit for what
they have coming from one another.

Pretty Soft For Banker.

Now we will say. that Jones borrow-
ed the $20 for one year and paid 6,
cents on the dollar interest, which
will be $1.20 that he has to pay in
interest. Now out of this interest the
man who put in the $4 out of the $5
on which the $20 bank credit was bas-
ed gets 3 cents on the dollar for a
year which is 12 cents. The banker
keeps the other $1.08, and he only put
in one dollar. It’s pretty soft for the
banker isn’t it? .

Bank credit is the most wonderful
thing in the world. It is bank credit
that has opened up the mines of the
earth; it is bank credit that has built
the railroads and factories; it is bank
credit thru which all stock and bond
igsues are floated; and it is only thru
the use of bank credit that the great
trusts could be credited. You have
wondered how the enormous fortunes
of Rockefeller and Morgan have been
built. They have been built thru the
use of bank credit. Bank credit is, the
most powerful thing in the world, and
this power should not be left in .the
hands of a few men who are not un-
der the control of the people.

Start Peoples' Banks.

The only way for the people to con-
trol the bank credit is to start a new
bank, and the bank must be owned
by the people. Here is how to do it.
In every city the people will get an
honest lawyer to start a bank in that
city for the people. In Chicago I
suggest Alderman Rodriguez, in
New. York Congressman Meyer Lon-
don, in Milwaykee Mayor Hoan, and
so on. Some one may say that these
men are Socialists. That is true, and
it. is your best guarantee. A socialist
is one who works for the benefit of
the people. If that is a disgrace let
it be so.

The following will show you how
the plan will be worked in Chicago,
and other cities will do the same.

Mr. Rodriguez will open a bank for
the people. The cost of the bank fix-
tures will be paid for out of the pro-
fits of the bank. Mr, Rodriguez will
borrow the money to start with from
a labor union and as soon as the bank
starts up he will pay it back by giv-
ing the union credit on the books of
the bank for the money he borrowed.
The union can then draw out money
or bank credit whem;ver it needs it.

As soon as the bank opens up the
people will go to the banks where they
now keep their money and draw it
out. But remember this: When you|
draw out your money do not ask for
money but ask for a check. Then bring~
that check to the new bank and get
a bank book.

Mr. -Rodriguez will take all these
checks to the banks and get as much
cash as he can, and for the balance he
will take over short time loans, that
is loans that will be paid in a short
time. For every dollar that the banks
cannot pay in cash they will have to
turn over $4 in loans. In this way
your bank will have a dandy business
right at the start. and you will get the’
interest on the bank credit tha the
banker now keeps. That is after the
rent, the salaries of the bank exverts,
and other expenses have been paid.

Big Profits In Banking.

There are big profits in banking
and as you ought to get the profit.

Of course the bank will be for all
the people, but the working people
will benefit the most. Rich men do not
keep much money in the bank, they
keep it in their business because it
earns more money for them there.
They also borrow bank credit.

But the banks are the only place
where the working people can put
their savings. All of the working peo-
ple put together have more money
coming from the banks than there is
in the whole United States.

The banks must be started right
away so as to bring down the high
cost of food. When the people start
taking out their money out of the
banks to put it in their new one then
the banks will have to ask the food
speculators to pay back the money
they have borrowed. In order to get
the money the food speculators will
have to sell the food that they are
holding. The supply will be greater
than the demand and they will have
to sell their stuff for much less than
they are asking now.

The Socialist Party has lost one of its
oldest and most valuable members in the
death of Comrade Otto Heidemann, of Forest
Glenn, Md,, member of the Wheaton Branch,

The banker’s books now stand like | hal

James  Murphy, publisher of the
New Freedom, a Socialist paper at
Alton, Ill, is in jail on trumped-up
charges, but prinecipally because he is
too radical te suit.the profiteers of
that city. Just the same, Murphy is
popular with the masses and a big
1ﬁ'g‘ht is being made to secure his re-
ease,

When John Burns resigned from

dit is loaned to men who buy up food | the British Cabinet at the outbreak

of the war, he prophesized that Great
Britain would be driven to “conscrip-
tion, protection and then to revolu-
tion.” This leads the Milwaukee Lead-
der to remark that “conscription and
protection have come, and revolution
is waiting at the-doer.” e

The radical Bull Moosers, who re-
fuse to be betrayed by the windy
Roosevelt, are to hold a conference in
St. Louis next month for “the pur-
pose of reorganizing their party and
will probably adopt.a new name. It
s announced that a progressive plat-
form of social reforms will be adopted
for the purpose of attracting laboring
people and others dissatisfied with the
pretensions of the old parties to the
new standard of political revolt.

That 10 per cent of the people in
Milwaukee were sick Oct. 26; that
sickness here results in a wage loss
of $3,000,000 annually; that less than
f of the persons sick were under a
doctor’s care; that less than one-
fourth of the sick had prompt medi-
cal attention, and that the poor are
seriously sick three times as frequently
as the well-to-do, are some of the out-
standing conclusions drawn from the
health census, ¢onducted recently by
the social workers of the city under
the auspices of the City club.

It may be that the new Russian Pre-
mier Trepoff has become liberalized
in thought and action, as is claimed
by some writers, but last week he

members of Parliament be suspend-
ed for eight sittings because they led
a demonstration against some parts
of his government program. So the
outlook for civic peace is mnone to
good. It might be stated in this con-
nection that a number of big strikes
have again broken out in Russia and
also that they have been accompanied
by a great deal of violence.

Resolutions for signature by Social-
ists and Single Taxers declaring for
closer co-operation between these ra-
dical movements in securing taxation
of land values and public ownership
«of public utilities were pyepared at
conferences, held in Milwaukee last
week. The meeting was attended by
Chicago and Milwaukee Single Tax-
ers and Socialists. Just along what
lines the conferences intend to pro-
ceed is not quite clear, but will prob-
ablydbe made known as plans are ma-
tured.

_ Comrade Cornelius Lehane of Ire-
land is dated to speak at the follow-
ing places in Texas: El Paso, Dec. 26;
San Antonio, Dec. 28; Austin, Deec.
29; Houston, Dec. 30; Galveston, Dec.
31. Afterwards hé speaks at some
'points in Louisiana .on his way to

ew Orleans. Our Irish comrade is
receiving an enthusiastic reception
everywhere in the south, as many of
the local comrades knew Connolly
personally, and Lehane’s story of the
Irish Citizen Army, the first labor
army in the world, is drawing enorm-
ous audiences.

Yucatan is undoubtedly the most
progressive State in Mexico. Some
'months ago the Geovernor General,

‘twho is said to be a strong believer in

Socialism, called a woman’s congress
in Merida. Several thousand repre-
sentative women attended and discus-
sed the important public questions
concerning Yucatan. So intelligent
and helpful were their deliberations
that Yucatan women have now been
given the ballot in recognition of the
help they can be to the country. It
is probable that other Mexican States
will follow the example.

Canadian workers are again get-
ting busy politically. A Labor party
has been formed in Toronto and its
platform demands include public own-
ership of utilities, initiative and refer-
endum, eight-hour day, equal suffrage,
proportional representation, ete. In
Winnipeg seven Labor candidates
have been nominated for the City
"Council and they favor public owner-
ship of municipal monopolies and ra-
dical legislation to reduce the cost of
living. In Hamilton and other places
Labor candidates have likewise been
put forward to ‘struggle for political
power in order to secure improve-
ments for the workers that the old po-
liticians can’t or won’t concede.

J. McLean; the Scotch Socialist
writer and speaker has been sentenced
to three years in the penitentiary, by
the Edinburgh Superior Court. He was
charged with “making speeches inter-
fering with recruiting, and apt to
cause a rebellion.” When led out of
court, the people in the gallery cheer-
ed McLean three times, and the
crowd sang the “Red Flag.” The
judge ordered them to stop and
threatened to have the gallery cleared,
but the police were powerless to cope
with the crowd. The song was contin-
ued to the end. Four of the sinzers
were arrested and fined for insulting
the court. McLean is more danger-
ous to the capitalist class while in
jail than outside.

The workers of the State of Wash-
ington fared better than those in San
Francisco in November’s referendums.
A1l hostile propositions were defeated.
One proposal would have destréyed
the direct legislation law by compel-
ling all persons to sign petitions in
the registration offices and before a
registration officer. This would have
ended the practice of petitions being
signed in factories. The anti-picket-
ing law was also defeated. This was
passed by the last Legislature, but
the  unionists demanded that it be
submitted to a referendum before en-
forcement. The act made it unlawful
to publish any facts concerning any
labor difficulty. Picketing was not only
prohibited, but it was a crime for any
person to even carry a newspaper
containing a statement of facts about
any labor troubles. This legislation
‘was urged by the Msnufactureres’ As.

'Local Montgomery County.

sociation.

ordered that 12 Labor and Socialist.
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For A Lasting Peace

By JOSEPH E. COHEN.

The battle cry of peace raised by
the German alliance and the British
entente is for export trade only. At
home it is a pattie cry of war.

Forgotten is that which was alleged
to have caused the conflict—the in-
'terference of Serbia in Austrian af-
fairs, The Russian mobilization and
the German invasion are now given as
the first steps in the war, and both
sides are more emphatic than ever in
asserting that it was not within their
power to shut their doors against it.

Strangely enough, while one side or

.| the other could not prevent war, one

side or the othér can offer to end it.
And whatever the terms might be
which would be acceptable to the bel-
ligerents, they are terms which are not
covered by the cost of the war.

The only difference is that not the
ruling classes, but the masses have
borne the price of the conflict; not
the masses, but the ruling classes will
reap the benefit. :

In the negotiations for peace the
voice of labor will not be heard. This,
despite the fact that a member of the
labor group is to be found in Lloyd
George’s cabinet, the premier of Belg-
ium is a Socialist. and the French
pPremier and two of his associates in
the cabinet are Socialists. This war
was‘not brought about by the workers
and it will not be ended by them.

If it were really a struggle for ci-
vilization, for a wider reach of de-
mocracy and for greater security in
the way of peace for the future, the
millions who toil. and who make up
the bulk of each nation would be on
the same side. When such a time
comes, there will be no war. Tyranny
will surrender unconditionally.

- Ignore Will Of Humanity.

The truth is anywhere but in what
the envoys of the two contending pow-
ers declare it to be. The will of hum-
anity had to be ignored to bring a‘
bout the disaster; the needs of the
people will have to be neglected in
continuing this war and preparing for
another like it. So it was that, without
consulting any of the people who
make this nation, President Wilson
said we shall not be'able to stay ofit
of the next struggle. And he went
ahead to be ready for it by foisting
on us the greatest naval and military
burden ever carried by any country.

The program of the European So-
cialists would have stopped this war.
If the Socialists ‘are good enough to
be listened to now, as members of the
cabinets which will bring peace, they
should have been considered good en-
ough to be listened to before the out-
break of hostilities.

The fact of the matter is that this
is the least holy of all the wars that
have been sent as a curse by the rul-
ing classes upon those they ruled.
Never before was it so certain that
nothing but purposes of commercial
and political advantage move the pre-
datory classes, and never was there a
disaster of such destructive propor-
tions.

‘For the European governments to
talk of making a “lasting peace’ is
but flouting their peoples with more
collosal insult. The verv nature of
capitalism is war—the thing we call

| war is nothing more than an intensi-

fied form of the destruction that is
going on all the time and out of which
the money lords reap their profit.

Little Chance Of Lasting Peace.

There is not much chance of last.
ing peace as long as capitalism lin-
gers.. As well expect the vulture to
breed doves.

The only conceivable case in which
war would not come under cavitalism
is that where the money lords of the
various nations have investments in
all lands, and are so mutual in their
interests, that one eroup of rulers
could not let loose the dogs of war
without tramping down the golden
wheat belonging to all. But that is
a rare speculation.

When international  ecapitalism is
thoroly organized and its control cen-
tralized in a single agency it will not
necessarily mean the end of conflict
of economic feeling. At the very best
it will mean that the ground has been
cleared for the final war between the
capitalist class and the working class.

But no such outcome is to be expect-
ed. When the present war is ended. it
will be ended only when economic
routes have been guaranteed to the
conquerors across the wealth of Eu-
rope, and those routes have no outlet
but in further menace to the peace of
Europe.

So long as that is the case. “men
may cry ‘peace, peace,’ but there is
no neace.” ‘

The discussion of peace at this time,
let alone the terms of peace, show
more clearly that the flame of battle,
that the peoples of the two sides had
no part in drawing the -sword and
none in sheathing it. They have done
the fightine. The ruling classes set
fire to civilization and left it to the
peonle to struggle to safety out of the

ruins.
Must Be The Last.

When the smoke of battle has gone
from the eyes of those who faced each
other across no man’s land. let there
come the ynderstanding that this war
was a monstrous affair which the
people had no hand in fetching forth,
but that it must be the last of its

kind.

"~ And let the people join hands across
the trenches and turn their force a-
gainst the agencies which make war
possible. When this union of the work-
ers of the nations is an accomplished
deed, bringing about such solidarity
and harmony of action as the world
has never known, then and only then
shall we have the peace that must en-
dure.

This is pretty rich. Droste & Sny-
der, the New York end of the egg
combine, offer the wholly original
reason for cornering hen fruit and
keeping prices out of reach that if
the cost were not so great England
would buy up all the eggs, ship them
out of the country, and then we
wouldn’t have any eggs. So Droste &
Snyder are really performing a pa-
triotic act for the rest of us who are

s lind

‘them &

0 I

payin%ﬁo to 70 cents a dozen for|
) . Andy Carnegie please hand |
B e e B

3 Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents.

The French nguéke Federation of

-ithe American Socialist party has

started a new official party organ, Le
Socialist, in place of L'Union des
Travailleurs, of Charleroi, Pa., which
had been discontinued by Louis Goa-
ziou for want of sufficient support. A.
Champion, Illery, Ill., has been elected
editor of the new organ which is pub-
lished at Johnston City, Iil.

Former Secretary of the Interior
Walter L. Fisher, of Chicago, told the
Senate committee on military affairs
that the regular army officers com-
plain of their inability to get the kind
of men they ought to have, due to the
fact that such a large portion of the
recruits are caught by the recruit-
ing officers on the rebound of a de-
bauch.

We learn from New York City that
the poultry combine operating in that
town cleaned up $288,000 in six weeks,
showing that business has been good
and prosperity reigns among the Bro.
Capitalists whose wonderful foresight
and enterprise enabled them to buy
cheap and sell dear. The fqur or five
millions of mostly boneheads who live
in New Yawk and vicinity celebrated
Thanksgiving Day by thanking the
Lord that they are alive.

e
Kansas City, Kand., may sdon see
things in a new light. And it isn’t- the
Socialists, either, who are trying to
bring this about. A municipal electric
light plant, such as is saving Cleve-
land, Ohio, a cool million a year and
furnishing three-cent current at that,
has been advocated before a meeting
of the club presidents by a committee
of the Federation of Public Improve-
ment clubs. This recommendation was
made after a year’s thoro study of
the proposition by the committee.

Virtually all of Cuba is tied up by
the railroad and trolley men’s strike
Engineers, firemen and motormen, ig-
norant of the existence of a strike,
are coming in on every boat from the
states, where they were hired to help
break the walkout. Hundreds of such
men have already entered Cuba. The
organized labor movement of the isl-
and has sent out a warning to its
agents on the continent to inform men
there that a strike is in progress and
to keep out.

Have You Read
THE VISIONING
By Susan Glaspell.

You ask for Book Reviews for
American Socialist readers so I wish
to recommend “The Visioning”, by
Susan Glaspell (Copyright April 1911,
Published by A. L. Burt Co.) .

The scene is laid among commis-
sioned officers stationed at an army
post. It does not “preach Socialism”;
but it dissects army life to the core
and in apt phrases and situations
shows the hypocrisy, not only of the
army, but of the church as well; and
also the futility of “weifare work.”
And all of this is shown without a
particle of rancor for institutions or
individuals, but it is plainly stated
and shown that it _is the result of
generations under capitalist ideals.
One appreciates the author’s ability
in this direction the more, as she dev-
elops her characters with such absol-
ute consistency. For example, a Cap-
tain Jones, who has been .reared to
the highest ideals of the army, has
his eyes opened to the real state of
affairs and resigns his commission
to become a civilian, but he cannot
help but condemn the private who he-
comes a deserter because his eyes also
are opened to the difference in the
promises made before he enlisted and
the actual slavery to which he is sub-
jected. Captain Jones is able to see
his own side, but not that of the
private because years of training do
not permit his mind to free itself of
army standards.

Another outstanding feature of this
book is that it does not “talk around”
Socialism as so many novels do, but
comes out plainly, by means of one
of the characters in the story, and
shows that Socialism is the only
remedy for evils which it vividly
portrays. The author does not do this
at the expense of the literary value
of her work. The style and diction are
fine, the characters and the plot are
consistently developed, and all in all,
the volume 'cannot be too highly
recommended—MRS. M. ADLER,
Braddock, Pa.

Allan L. Benson, Socialist candidate
for president at the recent election,
'was one of the speakers at the mem-
orial meeting in honor of the late Mrs.
Inez Milholland Boissevain, Socialist
and suffrage leader, held at Cooper
Union in New York City.

YELLOW PRESS LIE NAILED.

Several days ago the prevaricating
Associated Press sent a lurid story
all over the country to the effect that
Ernest G. Strand, Socialist -mayor of
Two Harbors, Minn., and representa-
tive-elect to the Minnesota legis-
lature, had been arrested as the re-
sult of an indictment returned by
Mhe grand jury charging bribery.
William Towl, Socialist, ex-mayor,
was arrested on a similar charge,

The big business controlled Asso-
ciated Press didn’t take the trouble
to get a single word of reply from
either one of the Socialists arrested.
The story was extensively used by
the yellow press everywhere under
startling headlines, “Socialist Mayor
Is Arrested For Bribery”.

We have just secured some of the

facts in the case. Two Harbors is in
the iron country in Northern Minne-
sota, where the iron miners have been
on strike against the tyranny of the
steel trust. The United States Steel
Corporation is not content with in-
dustrial mastery over the slaves in
its iron mines, but must needs control
the municipal, county and state gov-
ernments as well.
. The first victims were non-Social-
ists, including Mayor Victor Power,
of Hibbing, and practically every
other member of the Hibbing admin-
istration that had befriended the
strikers and fought the steel trust.
Not only city officials but editors of
non-Socialist newspapers, who had
said a good word now and then for
the strikers, were also indicted.

Having secured these indictments
the steel trust repeated its tactics at
Two Harbors. The complaining wit-
nes against the Socialist mayor is
Park L. Fullerton, a self-confessed
blind pigger, self-confessed . law
breaker and self-confessed briber,
whose place had been repeatedly raid-
ed. Hence his grudge against the Soc-
ialists. He was supported in his evi-
dence by a couple of corporation
“detectives” commonly known as gun-
men. In addition the grand jury was
packed with steel trust lackeys with
the result that the indictments were
readily secured.

The Two Harbors Socialist, owned
and published by the Socialist Party,
is making all the facts in the case
known to the voters of the city and
there is no doubt that the Socialist
administration will be overwhelming-
ly vindicated in the spring elections.
If the cases are ever brought to trial
it is felt that they will be quickly
thrown out of court. These facts may
be used free of charge by the Asso-
ciated Press.

on the Dime Fund, don’t you? This
cannot be done until all outstanding
banks are in. Return yours today and
ask hat friend of your to return his.

FAVORS MUNICIPAL MARKETS.

Municipal markets are favored in
a report made to the Minneapolis,
Minn., common council by Ald. C."F.
Dight, Socialist. As a member 6f the
council commerce and markets com-
mission Dight has spent several weeks
investigating the public market ques-
tion. After citing figures showing the
benefit of such markets in many cities,
including Milwaukee, the report con-
cludes:

“Let us get such a market as this in
‘Minneapolis and operate it for the be-
nefit ofp the common people. Call it,
if you please, a central city-owned
food department store or market. I
believe it is what Minneapolis should
decide to acquire as a beginning to
the solution of the big market ques-
tion which will increase in importance
as the city grows.”

No mention of the Dight report was
made in the capitalist newspapers of
this city.

house to see if that Dime Bank is not
laying around. Do it Now. And return
it to }he office.

Murder indictments against seven
men and one woman, arrested after a
shooting affray in a miner’s home
during the iron mine strike on Mesaka
range, have been dismissed. Three la-
bor leaders among the defendants,
who were seven miles away when the
shooting took place, are now free—
Carlo Tresca, Sam Scarlett afd Joe
Schmidt.

- - . "

Send five cents for a sample copy
of The New World, Lincoln Phifer’s
Paper-Magazine, Girard, Kansas.
Debs says in the Rip Saw: “It is a
live and ambitious ﬁublication,_ and
L weill make a vplaces for itsell in the
modern struggle for demeccracy and
freedom. It is one of the most unique
and original publicutions that come
to our table.

Sm——

By Max

The Price Now is

12 copies for $1.00 postpaid

-EATIONAL OFFICE
.8037 West Madison

ARE YOU ON TO TRICKS

OF THE CAPITALIST PRESS?
Do You Know the Methods They Employ in

POISONING NEWS?

Do You Know How They Lie About You and Your Class?

FAKES IN JOURNALISM

.Skerover.

Conclusively Shows You How the Press Adulterates, -Colors
and Suppresses OUR NEWS. ‘

This pamphlet has gone thru three editions and 25,000
copies have been sold. It is a reference book that no Socialist
should be without. It is in reality a dictionary of fakes of
the press. It is instructive and amusing, written in a simple,
breezy style. This book heretofore sold at 25c per copy.

TEN CENTS PER COPY -

100 copies for $6.00 postpaid
Send Orders to

BOOK DEPARTMENT

50 copies for $3.50 postpaid

SOCIALIST PARTY
Street, Chibago, IIL

YOU WANT TO SEE a final report

HAVE YOU LOOKED about the:
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MAKE EVERY SOCIALIST
VOTER AN AMERICAN
SOCIALIST READER

HERE’S PLAN THAT OUGHT TO
INTEREST LIVE SOCIALISTS.

It has been left to Isadore Levin
to spring one of the most enthusiastic
plans for party work since the recent
election. He does so on behalf of the
comrades of Springfield, Ill, in a
letter to the Illinois state secretary,
John C. Kennedy, as follows:

“Dear Comrade:—I want to famil-
iarize you with the big job Local
Springfield, Ill.,, has undertaken. The
city is divided into 41 precincts. Each
precinct has on an average 300
families (700 men and women voters).
It costs $75 to send The American

“Socialists to 300 families. To send the

paper to every family in Springfield,
1L, will cost $3,075. And we have
undertaken to raise this money. This
would give us a weekly circulation of
12,000. In order to make the task easy
we have divided the job. We are ask-
ing 41 individuals, groups or organiza-
tions to pay for the cost of sending
the paper to one precinct. Thus far
11 vprecincts have been pledged for.
Could we count on the state organ-
ization appropriating $150 (2 pre-
cincts) on condition that 39 precincts
shall be raised otherwise? We believe
that this plan beats everything else
for propaganda and organization. In
1918 we shall probably run Comrade
Duncan McDonald, secretary-treasur-
er of the Illinois mine workers, for
mayor. With a 12,000 circulation we
could easily elect him. We are
planning several debates, raffles and
dances in order to raise money for
this scheme”.

To which State Secretary Kennedy
replied:

‘Your letter strikes me very fav-
orably and I want to say this,—any
time you can show me that you have
raised sufficient money in Spring-
field to pay for sending The Amer-
ican Socialist to each of 300 families
in 39 precincts, the state office will
guarantee to take care of two pre-
cinets in accordance with your re-
quest. We will dig up the $150 even
if I have to pass the hat for it. This
is the biggest thing that has ever been
started by the Socialists of Spring-
field, and if you carry it thru suc-
cessfully it will be the biggest pro-
position that was ever carried out by
an equal number of Socialists in Il-
linois. Push the work along and vou
can depend on us to make good if
the comrades in Springfield show that
they are really in earnest and begin
to send in the subs to the national
office”.

This ought to give every Socialist
local in the United States an inspira-
tion to do likewise!

ROLL OF HONOR

Referring to your article on the increased
cost ¢f paper, 1 favor your raising the price
of the subscripticn accordingly’”’, writes W
Free, of Remer, Minn.

TOM SMOCK FOUND.

The Amecrican Socialist has found Tom
Smock. In the Dec. 2nd issue, we inserted
a notice at the request of Mrs. M. Bruner,
who sought the wherenbouts of Comrade
Smock. We have just received the follewing
Jetter:

“Picase sccept my thanks and apprecia-
tion for putting the notice in our paper for
Tom Smock. He saw the notice in our paper
while in Detroit, Mich.,, and sent me a
telegram. We located him in less than three
wecks after I wrote yeu and he had been
gone so long. You have my sincere wishes
for your success and thank you very much.
“Sincerely, Mrs. M. Eruner, "'Metropolis,
m.”
- Comrades J. H. Master, of Palatka, Ark.,
and R. J. Wern, of Grand Rapids, Mich.,
order 40 week sub cards before the fatal day,
Jan. 1, after which this offer will be with-
drawn owing to the increusing cost of paper.

Comrade L. M. Dennis, of Coeur d’Alene,
Idaho, writes, “It is hard to get subs now.
Everybody is pinching the Jast two-bit piece
to buy grub. This is democratic prosperity”.
You bet.

Comrade A. L. Schreeder, of St. Louis,
Mo., sends in 36 subs. He writes that he
secured them in one hour in company with
Comrade Oscar E. Lange. They first took the
advice of our recent vice presideniial! candi-
date, George R Kirkpatrick, and kept 10
different Socialist books working. The subs
came as a result.

“] am sending the old subscription price”,
writes Comrade John Krcisler, of Quray. Colo.
as he orders six sub cards, and continues,
“but if you decide to raise the price, I will
try and got it. Write and let me know, as
1 think the members ought to try and do
somcihing to keep the paper going”.

Y like The American Socialist and my
children like to see Hemnry Dubb come every
week”, writes Comrade James V. Krell, of
Fllson, Minn.

“Y am here with another bateh”, writes |
Comrade James W. Booker, of Church Hill, !
Tenn., as he rurhes in with a list of six.

“We are still fighting for Sorialism, not
thru Wilson but thru the Socialist Party”,
is ihe message that comes from Comrade
F. S. Kidneigh, of Edgewster, Colo., and he
sends along a few subs for the education
of o few more misguided Woodrow Dubbs.

Herc’s a mesiage fremn M. M. Fvans, of
Aldersen, Pa.: i kave heen taking four
Socinlist papers for the last six years. I
read them and vass them zlong. I think this
js what cvery Socialist should do. We should
all gct busy and work as never before to
better the cenditions of suffering humanity.”;

Comrvade Niels P. L. Peterson wrote a let-
ter ¢n Nov. 1, ond it has just arrived. s
journeyv started st Fort Yukon, up in Alaska.
He subscribes for a year.

“[f the subscription price must be raised
I am for it”, writes Michael Stevens, of
Aurora, 1llinois.

JUST THE BEGINNING.

Read this letter.

“My dear Comrades:
find 31 subs {or The
Will have more iater.

“This iz the beginning of the 1920 cam-
paign. The expression ‘Defeat is a tonic to a
brave man’ I trust will hold good in its ap-
plication fo the Socialist Party.

“We canriot censure those who voted for
Wilson since they did their best with what
light thcy had.

“In closing beg to quote from the late
Jack Londoen—which to, me has a more im-
minent significance.

“Yours for the Revolution,
«“W. Arthur Finley, Fairmont, W. Va.””
HERE'S ANOTHER LETTER.

“You ark my opinion in regard to in-
creasing the subscription price of the paper.
1 have let two capitalist papers go hecause
they raised the price on me, but I am gomng |
1o hang onto The American Socialist at any
cost. Enclosed tind 50 cents to be used in
buying white paper. I wish it was 1,000
times as much.

“Yours for the Revolution,
“E. L. Bentley. Ontario,
STILL ANOTHER.

“piease find enclosed %1 for which send me
the party paper for -one year. The . paper
would be cheap ai double the price as an
educator, and I con’t want to miss a single
copy.

Enclosed you will
American Socialist.

Cal.”

“Yours for the Cause,

it Maciejewski,

“James E. Miller, Hartford, Conn.”

Christmas Day In A Dubb World - - § - - - .

By RYAN WALKER
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By WM. F. KRUSE.

If I were a member of the National Guard, I would
refuse to sign the new oath required by Section 70 of the
Hay-Chamberlain Bill! And if any of my friends were
members, I would urge them to do the same!

The army heads are sore.
After jockeying around for
months trying to get across the
machinery with which to black-
jack American Liberty, and suc-
ceeding, they find that one item
that they had figured on ab-
solutely slipped away from
them. That item is the militia.
It is one thing to put into an
“Army Recrganization Bill” a
section saying that all members
of the present militia shall be
federalized, and shall take a
new oath to that effect, but it is
a different thing to get men to
do it.

There is no means whereby
any man now in the State Mil-
itia can be forced to sign the
new oath—and his refusal to
sign will in a short time release
him from even his old enlist-
ment. The men have learned
something while they were at
the border. So would you, had
you been .with them. They have
had enough of soldiering, and
they know their rights now and
propose to stand on them. So
would you if you were in their
shoes. The officers can syear
and rant -all they like against
these “guard house lawyers”,
as they call the men who know
their rights, but the threat that
failure to sign the new oath
will mean dismissal from the
National Guard is greeted with
cheers instead of tears. The men
have learned a few things, and
here is the result.

Reject New Oath.

Some of the commanders of
the District of Columbia Na-
tional Guard, still at the border,
have been nnable to get a single
man to sign the new oath, says
the Washington Press on Dec.
3rd. The men tore up the
blanks provided instead of
signing them. The same thing
is true in other sections of the
Guard. Out of the ninety-three
men in Company E, Second In-
fantry, Ill. N. G! only eight men
signed the new oath. Eight out
of ninety-three, quite a good
average! In Company F, twelve out
of seventy-three signed up. Company
H had eight out of sixty-seven. The
officiers raved and roared but it did

them no good, as is evidenced by ‘the
above figures taken from the Chica-

g0 papers on November 29th, the end

of the period allowed by the federal
authorities for mustering in the
guard.

" Anxious to get their revenge in
some way they tried to wreak it on
individuals. In Company E which
made the worst showing (or the best,
according to how you view it) three
privates, Frank Gartland, Edward
and Earl Searl were
nlaced in the military prison, charged
with encouraging their comrades not
to sign the new oath. Formal charges
have not yet been preferred, the pow-
ers-that-be are probably looking for
some excuse under which to make ex-
amples out of these brave rebels. But
they are standing their ground and
declare firmly that they will not sub-
seribe to the new oath under any con-
ditions. i

Some Border Conditions.

Anyone who is familiar with the
conditions faced by the guard at the
border does not blame them. In spite
of the rigorous censorship kept on the
camps, sufficient news did leak out to
give a fairly clear idea of what was
going on. The Washington Times on
its front page of the issue of Dec. 3rd
gives the news of a mutiny of five
hundred men from the Michigan Mi-
litia. These Guardsmen organized a
protest parade and marched thru the
camps shouting “We Want To Go
Home!” They refused to listen to ‘the
colonel’s exhortations for order and
were only driven back to their tents
with threats of physical violence. The
same issue of that paper reports on
an inside page that the guardhouse
of the District of Columbia militia
was at last “fully equipped.” After
many efforts the commander there
had managed to get two pair of
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t“steel handcuffs that would give flou-
idini trouble in getting out of”’—these
are a part of the regulation equip-
ment of every company. The Times
explains that they are used only on
particularly ostreperous prisoners, or
those who won’t work, and that the
handcuffs are a big improvement over
the former method of “spread-eagl-
ing” the men. This delicate operation
was performed by “tying a man to
the ground with his arms and legs ex-
tended as far as possible and holding
his limbs in this position by means
of stout ropes attached to tent pegs
driven into the ground.” The Times
sweetly adds that “A few minutes of
this treatment usually fires the pri-
soner with an ambition to work.”
Barbarous as this treatment sounds
it is held to be the height of refine-
ment when compared with the “bull
pen.” This is a detention camp made
up of three concentric fences each
twelve feet high and plentifully sup-
plied with barbed-wired and gun-tot-
ing sentries. Just what goes on in-
side among the prisoners cannot be
clearly ascentained but the members
of Troop A, Separate Cavalry, Dis-
trict Militia, who are encamped close
by and who watch what goes on say
that “it pays to be good”—so much
so- that none of their members have
been inside the stockade. When the
capitalist class drives home the les-
son to the workers of America in this
same “bull pen” way that “it pays to
be ‘good’” perhaps we will be just
the right kind of slaves to suit them.

Instances of this ecruelty can be
multiplied indefinitely but what has
been cited will show the reason why
most of the guardsmen will refuse to
take the new oath. Add to this the
rotten transportation, the burnt sow-
belly grub, the insane marches in re-
gulation full dress at a faster pace
than the regulars would ever hit un-
der any conditions, and that in the
hottest sun; add to this the never end-
ing nerve-wrecking drills, the curses
heaped upon sick men by their co-
lonel, and you will get a pretty good
idea of the militiaman’s attitude. He
has learned a few things.

Here Is The Real Reason.

Now you may wonder why the mas-
ters should treat these supposed ar-

little consideration. That answer is
easy. The militia was sent to the bor-
der not to “catch Villa” as was os-
tensibly the reason. We are about to
leave the country now (and it’s about
time) but Villa iz as busy as ever.
It was not sent there because the re-
gulars could not protect the border.
It was sent there for the purpose of
discrediting the whole volunteer mi-
litia system and to prepare the pub-
lic mind for what is to follow—uni-
versal military servioe and eonscrin-
tion.

They never even considered the mi-
litiaman. The militarist psychology
caused them to assume that the
guardsmen would sign anything that
they were ordered to sign. eren't
they soldiers? Wasn’t it their busin-
ess to obey? No, they were not sol-
diers, not quite. They were not quite
so much soldier that the MAN had
been entirely wiped out to make:
room for the beast. Until this i
done the job of soldier making is nct
complete. They were still men and
they played the part of men in re-
fusing this servitude to the beasts
they had found their overseers to bc

The masters were checked on thi.
point, but they are by no means beat
en. The worst of the steal is stiL
here—and ready for use. They lost o
few militiamen but they gained mil
lions more by the move.. Millions?
Sure thing. And they gained universa.
conscript service,-put in such a shap:

Hay-Chamberlain bill provide:
that if at any time the regular mi-
litary forces of the country are deem-
ed inadequate the President (ONE
MAN) may draft into the service as
much of the “unorganized militia” as
he sees fit. 'The “unorganized mi-
litia”—and what might that be?
Why, according to another section of
the bill, that’s you and me and ali the
rest of us—every able-bodied male be-
tween the ages of 18 and 45. Think it
over, friend, and when you part froin
your wife tomorrow morning, don’t
say “So long”—make it “Good-bye.”
Before nightfall approaches His
Nobs, the President, may consider
that our armed forces are ‘inadequate’
and draft YOU into some regiment of
butcher boys.

Following Up Their Program.
So that'’s the first big step, now for

the others, For one thing they have

dent supporters of theirs with so |
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raised the number of men allowed the
army and navy to such a height that
there is not a chance in the world of
getting enough volunteers $o fill it.
We could not fill up our old standard
in spite of all the rotten falsehood of
our poster advertising, and now they
increase the standard. The House last
summer proposed 100,000 men, the
Senate held out for quarter of a mil-
lion, so they compromised on 140,000.
They can’t possibly get more than 80,-
000 veciunteers for the land forces
and a third of our naval strength is
said to be tied up in the ports for
want of men. But we are to spend a

billion dollars more on our navy in.

the next five years, that will mean
more men wanted. Where will we get
them? From volunteers? Never. The
American has most hearty contempt
for the uniformed murderer, and it's
to his everlasting credit that he has.
This attitude is well shown by the
fact that the recruiting officers of the
army and navy only pitch their tents
along the streets where the bums and
human derelicts hang out. There am-
ong the hopeless scum of the earth
they hunt their cannon fodder. And
tho you legislate from now until
Doomsday about the ‘dignity of the
uniform’ you will never be able to
prevent the average good woman
from pulling aside her skirts lest they
be contanimated by the contact of a
blood spiller’s badge. The average ci-
tizen may not quite be able to express
it, but deep within his heart he feels
that the soldier is at least ten degrees

lower in the ladder of social worthin-

ess than is the tramp.
They Want Conscription.

Not being able to get what they
want by the volunteer system—and
they wouldn’t want to get it that way
—there is only one other thing to
turn to and that is—Conscription. This
has been the aim right along, just
this—Conscription.

Former Secretary of War Garrison,
the man who had to step from his po-
sition because he was audacious en-
ough to advocate a standing army
of half a million men, offending the
people by his militarism and the War
College by his conservatism (they
wanted a million) said, “If the
nation requires certain service and of-
fers the most favorable circumstances
for the citizens to furnish such ser-
vice, and that notwithstanding that,

some of the richest plutes in the land,
recently passed a resolution that the
government compel every citizen to
serve in the army, or' contribute fi-
nancially to its support. Their pa-
triotism does not make it their duty
to expose their skins to danger but
it will permit them to hire a $15.00-
per-month substitute to face the bul-
lets in their head. So patriotic®

“Universal trairning must come
soon” says the Chicago Eevening
News, and hundreds of other plute
papers echo the cry. )

“Senator Chamberlain prepares a
bill for introduction into every legis-
lature in the country to provide for
compulsory military training for
school children” says another news
dispatch. And so it goes on.

The Yoke Is Ready.

The yoke of Militarism has just
about been finished, some of it has
already been quitly slipped on the
shoulders of Uncle Sam. He still
laughs at what he is pleased to-call
“Prussian Militarism” but seems
wholly blind to the danger of out-
Prussianizing the Kaiser and Tsar
combined, right on his own shores.
Only a determined protest of the
people can save us from the same hell
that Europe now wallows in. We must
organize for battle, for the war a-
gainst war. The Socialist Party has
always been against this pernicious
influence of the munitions profiteers,
all right thinking citizens should be
on the same side. When the matter
comes up before your legislatures, see
to it that it is beaten. When the ques-
tion comes before Congress, and it is
before Congress in a hundred different
ways right now—write your congress-
man and tell him where you stand. Or-
ganize and fight for the liberty that
our fathers left as the heritage of the
people of this land. Fight to preserve
here the hope of the world for a free
and happy human race.

INTRODUCING JIMMY.

1 just want to let you fellows know
that Jimmy has come back again.
You all know Jimmy? No? Well,
Jimmy is just about the brightest,
jolliest Yipsel that ever came across
the pike. He knows everything about
our league, particularly since he’s
been away a year. Maybe you didn’t
know he was away, but everybody
that belongs to our league knows that

So we'll get around the old table down
at the league hall tonight and listen
to his stories.

This was the message passed a-
round at our headquarters last meet-
ing, and it found enthusiastic hearers.
We are all going down to the hall to-
night and listen to our favorite tell
his yarns. Paper goes to press now
so we’ll have to leave the story go un-
til next week’s issue.

MUSTERED OUT.

The Socialist Movement has suffered a great
Joss in the tragic death of Comrade Luther.
‘McKinley, member of Lccal Hubbard, Ohio,
who was one of the four unfortunate per-
sons, recently killed by an express train at
Coalburg, Ohio.
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Directer

To reach the nation’s youth with the
mcosage of Secialism and vo bring them
into the organized Socislist mevement
through Young People’s Socialist Leagues.

Address all communications to:

Bocialist Party Young People’s Dept.,
803 W, Madison 8t., Chicage.
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS.

Y. P. 8. L. Constitutional Amendment.

To change Art. VI. Sec. 1 to read:— ,

“A  National Secretary of the Young
Peoples’ Socialist League who shall also serve
as Direétor of the Young People’s Department
of the Socialist Party, shall be elected
by the leagues. Each league shall be entitled
to submit its nominations together with a
statement and evidence of the qualifications
of their nominee, as well as a statement of
his acceptance., The National Executive Com-
mittee of the Socialist Party shall select
two or more nominees who in their judge-
ment are qualified for the position. These
names chall be submitted to a referendum
vote of the league membership.

Froposed by the N. Y. State Federation.
Seconded by . Englewood, Chicago, Ill., 17
members ; Central West Chicago, Il , 35 mem-
bers; Lynn, Mass., 38 membersy.

Time for seconds expires Murch 2nd.

To insert Section 2:—

“The term of office 0f the National Secre-
tary shall be two years. Nominations are to
be offered in time for election in January
of odd-numbered years and the secretury-elect
is to lake office on the first of July follow-
ing.”

Section 2 is to made Section 8, sud stand
as at present. !

Proposed by New York State Federation.
Seconded by Englewood, 17 members; Central
West, 35 members; Lynn, 38 members;
Northwest Chicago, Ill., 78 members.

Time for seconds expires March 2, 1917.
' Submitted in accordance with Art. VIII,
Nat'l Const., for the seconds of two other
State Committees or of circles aggregating
10 per cent of cur entire membership,

Y. P. 8. L. BLUM DEFENSE FUND.
Previously acknowledged
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then resort to some method of com-|gee that he is back too. Passaic, N. J. ....ooooe. 1.00

pelling that service.” Some of the| Jimmy has been away over a year. g;ﬂg:;“‘lk I'.‘]d' """"" oo

“most favorable circumstances” that|During that time he has been working | Philadelphia, Pa. ....... 000 1.00

Glalgnsog proposgs %ndoubtedly in-|at various towns and wherever he Et.ttPa‘\)xl, Mi;lln. S }gg
clude those mentioned in the report|{went he visited the leagues. He has|Guttenbers, M. J ... .
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of Wm. H. Taft, when he was Secre-|gsome stories to tell. He won’t mention g&?ﬁ?;:ﬁ:p, Chicogo, THL. 6.30

tary of War under Roosevelt: “We|any names or dates of the places|Hartford, Conn. ........ 5.80

should make soldier life more at-|where he’s been for he wouldn't want | Frooklyn, O 0%
tractive, we should put up some|to hurt anybody’s feelings, but if any | oo T Tt -

cheap prints on the walls, and perhaps | leagues know that his story means $129.25

add molasses to the menu.” them, well the best thing to do is to Check sent ....cviviiieiianiinienann 125.00
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mails.

Write to Your Friends on Socialist Picture Postals

EVERY SOCIALIST SHOULD USE THESE FOR THE GOOD OF THE CAUSE
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THESE ARE THE FIRST OF A SERIES OF ILLUSTRATED g

POSTAL CARDS ISSUED TO FURTHER OUR GRAND CAUSE S
The designs are well drawn illustrations of our objec-
tions to the methods practiced by our opponents.

Every member should have at least one set. E

§

g

g

EVERYBODY ENJOYS RECEIVING A PICTURE POST CARD

They will aid in the dissemination of the TRUTH.
These cards provide a most unique vehicle for carrying

The purposes back of the distriBution of these cards
are manifold. Every local should have at least 1000

If every member of the party will use these postalsa
veritable endless chain will be established through the

They Advértise Socialism in the Home

PRICES: 3c for Set 6 Different Cards, Prepaid. $3.50 for 100 Sets. 500 Sets or More, $3.00 per 100 Sets.
GET YOUR ORDER IN QUICK!

National Office of Socialist Party -

SEND IT TODAY!
803 W. Madison Street -

Chicago, T11.
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{The Million Dime Column

Total number of dimes received up

to and including Saturday, December

" 77,737

There are still about 1,500 banks
outstanding that should be returned
at once. This department ought to be
closed at an early date and our
energy and space devoted to mew
plans, new ideas and new projects.

A number of comrades, who have
done some noble work in the MIL-
LION DIME ARMY have written
suggesting that the Dime Banks be
used continually for the raising of a
big national campaign fund for the
1918 Congressional and the 1920 Pre-
sidential campaign. This is an ex-
cellent idea, but shoud be discussed
thoroly before it is ﬁut into operation.
In the mean time, however, it is ab-
solutely necessary that all outstand-
ing banks be returned so that this
fund may be closed and reported upon.

Bank Name and Address No. of
No. Dimes
Unknown,

1164—

3861~—

3294— .

1176 .

2691— . 4
ALABAMA.

4793—A. L. Elam, Centerville ... 4

4756—Fred A. Genaty, N. Decatur .9

4749—J. D. Meaddus, Collinsville . .2

4768—G. L. Cox, Birmingham ..... cireees B
ARIZONA.

3530—Chas. A. Thorpe, Phoenix ......... 17

2820—J. H. Morgan, Phoenix ...... Ceveen 5

ARKANESAS,
2590——-D. L., Roush, Romance ...
2894—J. G. Gill, Texerkena ......
2563—~T. E. Kitchen, Bauxite

CALIFORNIA.
1462-—Carl Walquist, Arcata
1452—T. H. Bowman, Exeter ...
1542-~Geo. E. Kendall, kairfax ...
1481—C. Christensen, Kingsburg ...
1404—Axel F. Nelson, Kingsburg
1418——Iona G. Woodward, Los
3567—S8. 8. Osasto, Los Angeles
3235—August Mueller, Nspa .......
1476———Marvin Sanford, Oakland .
171-—J. H. Hennessey, Oakland
149—A. F. Pruess, Paso Robles ....
1463—R. B. Thomas, Pasadena ......
1461—Dorothy Stewart, Portersville
1408~—~C. A. Kneeland, Frather ...
1448—8. A. Bruce, San Pedro ....

COLORADO.
3442—A. Marians, Trinidad
4600—Frank Erznoznik, S. Pueblo
1345—John Farmer, Nucla
1368—Thes. Pitts, Cripple Creek
1321—W. 8. Kirby, Denver

CONNECTICUT.
8449—J. Sarkauskas, Waterbury
1304—A. Barcius, New Haven

3189—Mina Richman, Washington
4161—Harry Rappaport,

1
Washington. .... 17

FLORIDA.
4598—~T. N. Bell, Jasper ......... terenean 8

. GEORGJA.
863—Ed. Barrow, Atlanta
1207-—H. L. Flanagan, Atlanta

IDAKO.
2285—A. A. Dimmett, Buhl .......
2109—J. E. McGarvin, Marysville
2279—Henry Lucht, Emmett .
2119—Victor J. Smith, Burley .
2247-—Thos. J. Coonrod, Emmett
2241—D. W. Olinger, St. Maries ...
2135—P. J. Hartnett, Nez Perce ....
2284-—Homer Lanfried, Challis
2188—E. F. Wickman, Pocatello ...
2300—Alma E. Kyle, Kooskia

ILLINOIS.
3967—C. A. Johnson, E. Moline ...
4866-——A. Lietuvninkas, Harrisbarg
922—Wm. Bryan, Champaign ...
2050—Mayor Homer Whalen, Canton
1735—A. J. Stoufer, St. Davids..
1136—W. Wanag, Aurora ...............
4722--J. H. Gaschenscluariz, Edwardswiile 4
3820—A. S. Jould, Jolet ................. 1
677—Herbert Haslam, Bartonville
3311—Alex Campbell, (’Fallon
3974~Harry Komorink, Streator .
3852—Mrs. L. Spsrgo, Csnton ..
3491—Dan. Slinger, Glen Carbon
3937—T. H. Whitchead, Alton. ....
4714—L. J. Salch, Bloomington ..
3978—E. H. Taylor, Granite City ...
3944——W. B. Moore, Kineaid

w
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4733—Dan. Kelley, Worden .... 3
1962—L. ‘M. Rimkus, Kcwanee .11
152—~A. Caligar, Waukegan 8

Chicage, Il
241—27th Ward Branch .
291—27th Ward Branch
405—27th Ward Branch
305—27th Ward Branch
46—27th Ward Branch
4298—George Koop
3775--A. Barica ......
3329—Benj. Williger
4151—Attidio Lorenzin
3406—C. A. Diehl ..
463—Henry Morris
4044—8. Braglia
702—H. 1. Brownstein
321—H. 1. Brownstein
38—Frank Petrich
Maki

4735—G. Franklin ............
4138—Mrs. E. Weal

765—J. Niaura, S. Englewood
INDIANA.
3468—H. Edelstein, Michigan City........
3445—P. Wright, Hammond
3404—J. Weisensuer, Greentown ..
3439—L. Williams, Montpelier ....
3400--0. C. Whiteneck, Wabash
3344—J. E. Fisher, Attica ......
3456—R. B. Finchum, Martinsville
3323—L. Jones, Coalmount
1872—Charles Kovacs, Ind. Harbor
2632—J. S. House, Fort Wayne ......
IOWA.

500—H. H. Stauffer, Lyons
1478-—G. Jegerman, Burlington
3498—G. J. Peelstrom,  Madrid
3956—F. B. Leighton, Ottumwa
2933—C. A. Morrow, Valley Junction

3478—E. W. Harrison, Hiteman .. .37
3913—M. P. Larsen, Spencer .
KANSAS.

4690—8. 0. Coble, Newton ............... 12
3347—7. H. Bissell, Sedgwick ............ 11
4688—F. B. Stamm, Baxter Springs ..... 12
3578—H. J. Williams, Burrton ........... 3
3566—~M. V. Smolsnik, Mulberry ......... 31
873—C. A. Branon, Goodland .. .1
3524—G. V. Hayes. Labette . L5

3203—W. James, Coldwater ...
4686-——J. A. Fisher, Attlica ...
MAINE.
278—G. A. Eye .....oiiiiiiiiiiinnanna,s 31
3542-—8. S. Osasto. Rockland ........... 5
MASSACHUSETTS.

792—Ralvh R. Creene, . Medford
3528—8. S. Osasto, Allsion
156—S. S. Osasto. E. Boston ....
MYCH{GAN.
3825—David Rajakko, Kreetan
3299—E. Rekshaw, Detroit ..........
3540—~M. E. Kirknatrick, Detroit
MINNESOTA.
1900—Wm. Myfert, Minneapolis
18R0—F, W. Adams,
681—0. M. Wassing, Minneapolis
6460, M. Wassing, Minneapoli
68—0. M. Wassing, Minneapoli:
680—0. M. Wassing, Minneapoli
3868—John Plippo, Peyla .......
4798—Jucob Israel, St. Paul ....
1786—W, Tree., Remer ...............
1848—Emma Daughertv. Crow Wing.
MISSISSIPPL
3119—Enos Farmer. Gulfport
MISSOURI.
4778—Joe Dien, St. Louis
1948—John F. eBrehren. Pine Lawn...... 8
MONTANA. .
1985—John Powers, Billings ............. 20
1921—M. T. Swanson, Great Falls ....,... &
1861—0. M. Lutnes, McElroy
3794—8. 8. Osasto, Stockett ..
1858—Mike Rossi, Stackett
2192—1U. S. Rue. Graham . ...,
NERRASKA.
Nelean, F-icson ...
4413—John Schult~ T~ 'vhury
NEVADA.
3779—K. 8. Osuste, Toncenah
1051 —Ram Peacock, Copper Canyon....... 12
1064—Sam Peacock, Copper Canvon
1039—Sam Peacock, Copper Canyon

_ Acknowledgments of dime banks re-
ceived from the remaining states will
be published next week.

Minneapolis. .

4463—Jchn
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