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Workers Forge Ahead!

By ADOLPH GERMER.

N SPITE of the powerful opposition, the workers forge ahead, and march
I from victory to victory. v

The railroad men in forcing Congress to pass the eight hour bill
gave cause for rejoicing all thru the ranks of labor. The railroad men by
the power of their organization (and aided by the advantageous position
they occupy) forced Congress to do in four days what that fossilizea body,
under both republican and democrgtic‘ rule, neglected doing for half a century.

*

SHOW NO SYMPATHY FOR LABOR.

OF COURSE, democratic politicians ate exploiting the fact that the law
was passed by a democratic administration. By no means is the democratic
administration any more entitled to credit than the republican. There is no
evidence of sympathy for labor in the act. Wherever the democratic poli-
tician, the professional labor politician included, springs the eight hour law,
ask him why it took the Wilson administration more than three years tu
pass it and why the democratic congress waited until the country was on
the verge of disaster before it submitted to the inevitable. Had the democratic
administration been what it has always pretended during campaigns, the
eight hour law would have been passed long ago and it ‘would have heen so
general in its application as to take in the workers of every calling and
make eight hours the maximum as a basis to compute wages.

Aside .from the clever political trick that the democratic administration
is trying to put over, we have reason to feel iubilant, for ihe highest legis-
lative tribunal has put the seal of approval on the eight hour maximum work-
ing day. In 1887, under a democratic administration, four men were sent
to the gallows in Chicago for their aetivity for an eight hour day. The
words of Schiller’s “Bell” still ring true when he wrote “Das Alte stuerzt,
es aendert sich die Zeit, und neues Leben blueht aus den Ruinen.” (Tke old
crumbles, time changes, and new life blossoms from the ruins.)

WHAT WAS A CRIME IN .188;1, {S *ENACTED INTO LAW TN 1916!

SOCIALIST PARTY BIG FORCE.

THE SOCIALIST Party has been quite a force in mouldin
for a shorter workday and its speakers and press have worked in full
harmony with the unions. There has been a difference of opinion between the
controlling clements in the American Federation of Labor and the Social-
ists as to the method of procedure. Gompers and his standpat crowd in the
Philadelphia and San Francisco Conventions held out for an eight-hour day
by economic action alone, which is often attended by costly and disastrous
strikes, while the Socialists backed up by the progressive trades union
element contended for eight hours, as a maximum, either by legislation or
economic action.

Extracts of the arguments at Philadelphia were published by the Na-
tional Executive Committee of the Socialist Party in a five cent book, copies
of which are still on hand at the National Office, 803 West Madison St., Chi-
cago. Gompers changed front and has taken the position of the Socialists
in the A. F. of L. Convention as the following telegram sent to the
New York Central Federated Union will show and which is a vindication
of our contention:

“The situation regarding the efforts of the railroad men to enforce
the eight-hour workday is being placed in a critical position by labor’s
powerful opponents. Won't you telegraph immediately to both your
United States Senators and your Congressmen now in Washington,
insisting upon the eight-hour workday at present compensation, and in
your telegram emphatically protest against enactment of any law im-
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HEN THIS issue of The American“Sociu’lis!.:went to press, the orders for Benson Campaign
Leaflet No. 3, published last week, totalled:#,463,196. The press run on this third leaflet was

1,600,000 and it is expected that these will

be gone before this American Socialist gets into

the hands of its readers. Since the first leaflet had'a circulation of 1,000,000, and that of the second
leaflet was 1,300,000; the total circulation. for the!r.st three leaflets was four million, lacking just
100,000. Let us push up the circulation of “Leafl§t No. 4” to the two million mark. These leaflets are
50 cents a thousand and there are going to be ten of them, the last to be ready for distribution on the
Sunday before the election. Better place~your order for a few thousand of. the req\.aining leaflets im-
mediately. Address: SOCIALIST PARTY, §03.W..MADISON ST., CHICAGO.

sentiment

posing upon American workers involuntary servitude, even for a.og.y‘!
Please have the labor and other press in your community send similar

telegrams.”

Samuel Gompers,

President, American Federation of Labor.
The eight-hour day, stripped of everything, is not of the highest im-
portance, but it is an essential feature of labor’s program, and marks a step
toward better conditions for all the toilers.

Just as certain as we have gone

from fourteen and twelve to ten and

eight we shall go from eight to six and down, in keeping with the increased

productive capacity of machinery;

*x ¥

. VIEW DEMOCRATIC ACTS WITH SUSPICION.
. -f'HE. BAIT thrown out by the Wilson administration may: catch some,
but there is a growing intelligence among the workers and they are able
to see thru the thin political veneer. They have been trapped before and

ever growing numbers of the workers

look upon the offerings of democratic

and republican politicians as fly paper and acts that should be viewed with

suspicion.

Capitalism, whether under a democratic or republigan administration,
is still capitalism with all its hideous attendants. There is but one way out.
That way is the abolition of capitalism and substituting therefore, Socialism,
which can be done only by AGITATION, EDUCATION and ORGANIZA-

TION.

London Gives Congress
Another Great- Speech

WASHINGTON. — “We Socialists
will keep up our work of educating
the masses, We will maintain our
stout opposition to war and to every-
thing that leads to war. While you
talk military preparedness we will
teach the workers to prepare for in-
dustrial democracy. Using ‘heir econ-
omic and political power, they will
learn that there is no relief for the
propertyless man except in the col-
lective ownership and democratic
management of the Nation’s. resour-
ces.”

So declared Socialist Congressman
Meyer London to the House the other
day in the middle of a Republican-
Democratic political discussion in
which one party was praising itself
for having kept the country out of
war, while the other was denouncing
the first because it held jobs which
it desired.

House Listens Carefully.

The House listened carefully to its
single representative of Socialism
and the co-operative commonwealth.
London was interrupted by frequent
and foolish questions. But what he
said got across, and into ¢iie minds
of the representatives of Cupitalism.
“This sort of speechmaking,” began
London, “to the effect that under a
Democratic administration every men
will be laying three eggs and under a
Republican administration only two
and one-half eggs, does not appeal to
me at all.”

London  scored protection the
Republicans and then he turned
around and scored the Democrats for
having done nothing to reduce the
cost of living and for having merely
taken under its wing “the d~=spairing
middle class.” Part of his speech is
as follows—and the capitalist papers,
as usual, failed to publish it:

Wealth In Hands Of Few.

¢The Republicans love to indulge
in talk about the United States be-
coming a world power; about aband-
oning the policy of isolation; about
expanding the export trade. If we are
to increase our foreign commerce,
we can not pursue a selfish, narrow
policv which disregards the interests
of other nations. If every nation is to
build around itself a Chinese wall of
protection and exclusion, how can

_ the exchange of articles among na-

tions be profitable to any nation?
“It was under protection that the
wealth of the country concentrated
in the hands of a few. The farmer
has been so thoroly protected that 37
out of every 100 farmers are tenant
farmers, farmers without farms. It
was under protection that a majority

of the industrial workers reached the
stage of destitution. 1t was under
protection that child labor assumed
such alarming proportions that even
the .most hardened reactionaries had
to yield to child-labor legislation.

“The tariff is no longer an issue be-
tween the two parties. The Democrats
have absorbed enough of protection-
1sm to be hardly distinguishable from
the Republicans in that regard.

“So far as the industrial and the
agricultural workers are concerned,
the two parties look very much alike.

“The Democratic Party is essen-
tially a middle-class party. It is the
champion of the small men who
wants to become big at the expense
of other small men and primarily at
the expense of the propertyless
worker who has nothing to sell but
himself.

“It has set out to incorporate in
the law of the land a number of
measures which it believes will check
the course of economic centralization.

No Trusts Dissolved.

“It has announced that it would
smash all monopolies and limit the
power of the trusts. It would promote
competition. And a number of laws
having for their object the propping
up of the middle class have been en-
acted by the Democrats.

“But the economic law. has proven
stronger than statutory law. Not a
trust has been dissolved. Not a single
article of necessity has become
cheaper.

“And while the Republicun Party
represents the industrial cligarchy,
and while the Democratic Party takes
under its protecting wing the despair-
ing middle class, both parties appeal
to all classes, and particularly to the
worker, because, strangely enough,
while he has uothing else, he has a
vote,

“Both of you promise higher prices
to the farmer and a reduced cost of
living to the consumer, bigger profits
to the employer and higher wages to
the worker, higher rates to the rail-

{road companies and lower rates to
the shipper. You promise everything:

to everybody at the same time. You
seek to accomodate all groups and all
interests of society, no matter how
irreconcilably they conflict. Neces-
sarily yoa must resort to imagination.
Necessarily you must exhaust your
capacity for running away from facts;
necessarily you find yourselves en-
meshed in discugsions that are not
based upon the toundation of reality.
You talk prosperity. Now you are
prosperous. Only heaven knows how
little you are responsible for that
prosperity.”

Closer and closer the workers are
getting together, stronger and stron-
ger they are becoming economically
ard volitically, and nearer ard nearer
ceines the day of emancipation.

- workers or to the general public, but to the

Our presidential candidate, Allan L. Henson,
on August 29th, began a speaking tour that
will extend from coast to coast and continue
until election day. His engagements -for the
weck beginning September 24th are as follows:
New York City, Sept. 24; Providence, R. I,
Sept. 25; Manchester, N. H., Sept. 26; Boston,
Mass., Sept. 27; Philadelphia, Pa., Sept. 28;
Brooklyn, N. Y., Sept. 29; Syracuse, N. Y.,
Sept. 30. . x e e

By ALLAN L. BENSON.
Socialist Candidate For President.

R. WILSON, in his speech of accept-
ance, committed the first great plunder
of his campaign. He told what he considered
a just wage for workingmen and women.
The President’s idea of “justicg:” for those
who work is a “living wage”. He would spur
labor on to greater “efficiency” in pro-
duction, which means whipping up the work-
ing class for the benefit of the employing
class; then he would administer justice in
the form of bare-living wages, and add to
this “justice” a number of charity sops in
the name of “humanity and economy”.
Here are the President’s exact words:
“We must hearten and quicken the spirit
and efficiency of labor thruout our whole
industrial system by everywhere and in all
occupations DOING JUSTICE to the laborer,
not only BY PAYING A LIVING WAGE,
but also by making all the conditions that
surround labor what they ought to be. And
we must do more than justice. We must |

safeguard life and promote health and safety |

in every occupation in which they are
threatened or imperiled. That is more than
justice and better, because it is HUMANITY
and ECONOMY.’: .

MR. WILSON has thus carelessly pleaded
guilty to the charges that we Socialists
have brought against him.

We have accused him of standing for a
system of production that means a bare liv-
ing for the workers and great riches for the
idling owners.

We have denounced the fraudulent “pros-
perity” of which he boasts as prosperity for
only a few. : _

We have cited the fact that while the rail-
ways last year, reaped a profit of $4,100 a
mile that the profits went not to the railway

607,000 railway stockholders, who constitute
but six-tenths of one per cent of our popula-

tion.
* * * »*

WE HAVE declared that a few and not
the many have the forty-one billions of in-
creased national wealth that has accumulat-
ed since Mr. Wilson became President.

We have declared that Mr. Wilson stood
for nothing that would give the farmers and
industrial workers of the United Status more
than a bare living, and now he admits that a
“living wage” for those who labor is enough

to satisfy justice.
* * * *

BUT Mr. Wilson is charitable. He woyld
de more than give mere justice. He would
throw out sops in the interest of “humanity
and economy’’.

Mr. Wilson condescends a great deal. He
talks of giving the workers more than just-
ice. The man has no idea what constitutes
justice for those who toil. If Mr. Wilson and
the Democratic Party would give the work-

ers justice they would not be in need of his

lunder

charity. ' They would not be in need of
“more” than justice. Neither workers nor
idlers are entitled to MORE than justice.
It is an insult to workers to offer them
‘charity while withholding what beiongs to
them. The insult becomes doubly sharp when
the offer is accompanied by the suggestion
that means be provided to whip them up to
top-speed in their work.

* L = B
MR. WILSON is serving the capitalist
class and not the workers. He would not dare
to hold out to the capitalists the prospect of
a “living wage”, call it justice and offer a few
sops on the side. He insults the workers only
because he believes they are too dull to take

"offense. Mr. Hughes dare not attack him for
the insult, because Mr. Hughes, no less than

Mr. Wilson, is the candidate of the capMalist
class.
Mr. Wilson’s speech of acceptance was

‘devoted almost entirely to the recital of

what he has done for business men and
what he promises to do if re-elected. He
scraped together a few things that he said
he had done for labor and then made the
astounding declaration that, as a result of
the efforts of himself and his party. “The
workingmen of America have been given a
veritable emancipation by the ‘legal re-
cognition of a man’s labor as part of his life,

and not a mere marketable commodity.”
[ %* * x

IF LABOR is emancipated, labor does not
know it.

"~ If labor is not still a commodity, no one
but the President has made the discovery.

To be emancipated means to be free—and
labor is neither free to toil without the cap-
italist’s permission to go into his factory or
his sheps nor to collect more than the mar-
ket price for labor.

The capitalists buy labor precisely as they
buy pig-iron—for as little as they can get it.
The workers sell labor precisely as farmers
sell wool—for as much as they can get. Not-
withstanding Mr. Wilson, labor, in the real
sense, is still a commodity. He has been
quibbling—playing with words.

* * * &

STUDY the tahle at the bottom of this
page. See how the Wilson military appro-
priations tower above the greatest appro-

priations that the European nations made .-

the year before the war. The Kaiser’s mil-
itarism helped bring war to Europe. Beside
the Wilson appropriations, the Kaiser’s ex-
penditures look small. Yet our: great cap-
italists want a great navy with which to
prevent the European nations, after the
war, from recovering the foreign trade that
they lost and we won as a result of the war.
Are you willing to be taxed in peace and
perhaps, within five years, killed in war
to hold foreign trade for our capitalists?
Foreign trade never prevented the English
working class from being desperately poor,
notwithstanding the fact England has long
had the greatest foreign trade in the world.

If you believe that militarism in America
is at least as bad as it is anywhere else. kind-
ly remember that the Republicans criticise
the Wilson appropriations on the ground that
they are too small, and the Socialist party
is the only party that opposes both these ap-
propriations and the draft provision that
was smuggled into section 79 of the army
reorganization bill signed by Mr. Wilson on
June 3, 1916.

Army and Navy Appropriations Of The Chief Belligerent Nations
For The Year Preceding The War.

Army Navy Total ,
Great Britain................$224,300,000 $237,530,459 $461,830,459
Germany ................... 183,090,000 112,091,125 298,181,125
France ...........cec0...... 191,481,580 90,164,625 281,596,205
Russia ......... ceririea.... 317,800,000 117,508,657 435.308,657
Austro-Hungary ............. 82,300,000 42,000,000 124,300,000
Italy ......... ceeersesnien.. 82,928,000 49,550,147 132,478,147
Japan .............. e 49,000,000 ' 48,105,152 97,105,152

THE WILSON MILITARY APPROPRIATIONS FOR 1917

United States ........ e $349,092,123* $313,384,389 $662,476,512

*This includes $25,747,550 for fortifications,

$20,000,000 for a nitrate plant,

$34,5623,000 for deficiency and $1,225,043 for the Military academy.
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A Pers=onal Letter To You

By JOHN M. WORK.

OU WHO are reading this—kindly consider this a personal
letter to you.

] A three line item of surpassing significance recently appeared
in the Chicago edition of The American,Socialist. I do not know
who wrote it. If I did I would give him credit. Perhaps it was
Barnpy -Berlyn or Duncan Smith. Anyhow, the item is as follows,
“Socialism might win even this year if every voter could read a
Socialist paper from now until election.”

Of course we shall win anyhow. We always win, because we
make a bunch of new converts. :

But what the writer meant was that if every voter could
read a Socialist paper from now until election we could elect our
national; state and local tickets, and thus place ourselves in posi-
tion to inaugurate Socialism speedily.

THIS is literally true.

It is so true that I have sometimes been inclined to doubt
whether the Socialists really want Socialism. If they really’ do.
want Socialism, they will see to it that every voter gets a Social-
ist paper until election. ;

If every active Socialist will send ten dollars to The American
Socialist, for the purpose of sending the paper to the heathen,
this will enable us to send it to every family in the United States
that is not already getting a Socialist paper, and to every un-
attached voter, for five weeks, thus reaching all of the voters
during the five weeks preceding election. Ten dollars will send it
to t:two hundred families containing two or three times that many
voters. : :

If all the Socialists would do their part, it would require far
legs than ten dollars apiece. But only a fraction of the Socialists
are active. Only the active ones will p&y, and it will require ten
dollars apiece from them. ’

WILL you do it?

I never ask anyone else to do anything that I am not willing
to do myself. I am sending in my ten dollars along with this ar-
ticle. It is a pleasure and a privilege to send it. It is a joy to know
that it will send the paper to a small host of readers whose eyes
will thereby be opened. ’

{vinvite you ‘to accept this privilege and opportunity also.

ou.

Each one of you.

You who are reading this.

Send in your ten dollars at once.

YOU CAN send in the two hundred addresses yourself, or
just send the money, or send the money and designate where you
want the papers sent. I am having my two hundred subs divided
equally among the Meyer London, Hillquit, Debs, Gaylerd, anc
Berger districts, the four most promising districts in Oklahoma
and the State of Nevada, because these are the places which we
have the best chance of carrying. :

You and I have often failed to do our full duty to the cause
but we are going to come up to the scratch this time. Others may
be stingy, but we shall not be stingy. The cause needs ‘the ten
dollars worse than we do. We shall have the satisfaction of know-
inzlgl that we made a lot of Socialists. So come on with your tec
dollars. ‘

Final Campaign Offer!

HIS IS the third and final subscription offer of The American Socialist

in this campaign—FIVE WEEKS FOR FIVE CENTS!

We feel that this offer presents great possibilities in winning the work-
ers for Socialism on the eve of the national election in November. These
five issues of The American Socialist will contain the best possible pro-
paganda material. . i

All of these FIVE-WEEK SUBS will start with the OCTOBER
SEVENTH ISSUE. They will also include the issues of Oct. 14th, 21st,
28th and Nov. 4th, the final Saturday before the election. .

The price of paper is going higher from day to day, but The American
Socialist stands ready to make this sacrifice to roll up a big Socialist vote
in November. ) :

The response to our first two offers—15 WEEKS FOR 15 CENTS—
and—10 WEEKS FOR TEN CENTS—was so great that the income from
subscriptions during August was greater than during any other month in
the history of The American Socialist. The total incomc for August from
subscriptions was $1,253.78 and this does not include the $249.65 received
to put voters in the Debs’ district on its mailing list. This in spite of the
fact that August was a hot weather month. The prospects for September
are even better. .

We ask you to again read the appeal of John M. Work, member of the

: national executive committee, at the head of this column.

You can make a direct contribution to put names of voters in favorable
congressional districts on The American Socialist’s subscription list, The
American Socialist to supply the names. )

Or you can send in your own list, made up of the names of voters in
your neighborhood, your city or state, with the money to pay far it at the
rate of FIVE CENTS FOR FIVE WEEKS for each name.

Or you can go out among your neighbors and fellow workers and get
them to subscribe for five weeks. It will cost them only a nickel. Surely,
there isn’t .a worker in the land who wouldn’t pay a nickel, if properly ap-
proached, to .read the final shots of the Socialist Party in this campaign.
In order to help you gather in these five week subs, we are publishing a sub
blank. Here it is:

Slpecial Campaign Offer No.3
Five Weeks For Five Cents

The American Socialist,
803 W. Madison St., Chicago.

I want to take advantage of the last and best subscription
offer in this campaign, SPECIAL CAMPAIGN OFFER NO. 3.

I therefore enclose herewith $.......... topay for..........
five week subs at five cents each to the following:

NAME ADDRESS

R R R R R R R R R I R R R R N N R )

CECIE BRI I I A Y U Y B I Y

veev... State ........

NOTE.—Please write as plainly as possible. More names can be
added to this list by cutting out the blank and pasting to a separate
sheet of paper.




Weekly, 50 Cents per Year.

THE SOCIALIST HAND BOOK

| —CAMPAIGN 1916-
' Just Off The Press

11| Contains:

The Socialist Party Platform

The Old Party Platforms

The Old Party Platforms Compared
Cost of Living

How the Workers are Robbed

| Militarism and The War Trust
Public Ownership

Woman’s Suffrage

Statistics of Organized Labor
Statistics of World’s Co-operatives
| Socialist Vote of the World

' and other accurate up-to-date informa-
tion, all concise and conveniently ar-
ranged.

ALV THE LATEST MATERIAL
FOR SOGIALIST WORKERS

PRICES: TEN CENTS PER COPY
. §1.00 PER DOZEN $6.00 PER HUNDRED

Address:

NATIONAL OFFIGE SOGIALIST PARTY

803 W. Madison Street, Chicago, Ill.

THE BOOK THAT HAS MADE SOGIALISTS

WHAT'S SO AND WHAT ISN'T

By JOHN M. WORK.

THE BOOK THAT WILL MAKE SOCIALISTS

A NEW REVISED EDITION

TO SELIL: AT 10c

This book which already has a phenomensal circulation has been
revised and made up to date by Comrade Work. It contains a good deal
of new and valuable material for the beginner in Socialism as well
as for the student. This book formerly sold at 15 cents and was one of
the best sellers in Socialist literature.

The new edition is bound in a good durable cover and is intended
to retail at ten cents per copy. A limited quantity has been ordered
and if you do not want to be disappointed then better rush your order
at once.

Price 10 cents per copy postpaid
Price per 100 $6.00 prepaid
ORDER FROM

LITERATURE DEPARTMENT
NATIONAL OFFIGE SOGIALIST PARTY

803 WEST MADISON STREET, CHICAGO, ILL.

SOOI IOIODOOIIOOKIIOIXNRXT XXX IR

)

@
% A CAMPAIGN NOVELTY FOR THE HOME :
:.:: Hare is something neat and useful as well. It will be {i}
E’,: welcomed by thf WOmeli? i} EI?IIII) gs I‘%%{ m’I?Iri ﬁorgrgg? ::1
% IT WILL MAKE SE. o
E’é A very attractive article—made of celluloid, beauti- E,‘E
¢ fully colored in red and black,—with the portraits of our %
| X y . o
% candidates on ore side and the Socialist motto “To the
::1 Workers the full measure of their toil” and the Party name
s and address on the other. '::
! . .. ’ :0:
i ialist Tape Measure
The Socia sgt P
Campaign Novelty
K %)
% %
re

@
THE
i FULL MEASURE \ 3
X OF THEIR TOIL | &
e K
e K
K 803 W. MADISON ST. S
::} CHICAGO, It :::
S X
e X
| <] 1]
:‘,3 A very attractive souvenir of the campaign for the :::
% hore and will last a life time. K
% PRICES: 25c each; $2.40 per dozen; $17.50 per 100. %
8 ADDRESS: *
| Socialist Party |
| ¥
i Socialis arty
E:I 803 WEST MADISON STREET, CHICAGO. %
e i

PXIIHIIIOOCRIIIOCIIRXNIOOOIRIIONRIE SO HRXXXIIIOIIOOORKNII IR

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST,

SEPTEMBER 16, 19186,

Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents.

This hat ought to be high enough for every

working man to see it.

By MAX SHEROVER
Staff Writer,
The American Socialist.

INNEAPOLIS is going into
the Socialist column this
November.

Thomas Van Lear, an old time So-
cialist and trade unionist is going to
be its Mayor and will be re-inforced
by a group of able comrades in the
various departments of the city, as
well as in the city council.

This conclusion has been reached by
a number of critical observers who

trend of public sentiment in that city.

Comrade Eugene V. Debs, who
visited Minneapolis recently, is em-
phatic and enthusiastic over the won-
derful prospects of carrying Minnea-
polis for Socialism.

Plunderbund Will Fight.

And last but not least the plunder-
bund of Minneapolis is conceding
Van Lear’s election, but it refuses to
give up without a fight—a stubborn,
relentless, dishonest, unfair and ecri-
minal fight of the robber to remain
in possession of his loot, The exploit-
ers of labor in Minneapolis, the loot-
ers of the city treasury, the politi-
cians and their job holding hirelings
are all enlisted and orepared to wage
and enact one of the fiercest strug-
gles for the control of a city gov-
ernment that has ever been waged on
this continent.

TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND
DOLLARS was the standing of the
anti-Socialist slush fund a month ago.
It has been re-enforced since. It un-
doubtedly is close to the $300,000
mark now. It will grow in volume as
clection day approaches. The plutes
are generous, suspiciously generous
with their contributions towavrds this
fund. They look with fear and
trembling at the approaching So-
cialist landslide and are raising this
fund in a last desperate hope of being
able to stem the rising red tide.

Against this gigantic fund the So-
cialists are arraying the loyalty, the
tireless energy, and the unflinching
courage of the workers of the city.

That orgenized labor is going to
vote the Socialist ticket almost a
hundred per cent strong is the sub-
stance of an interview I had with
Comrade Eugene V. Debs when T saw
him at Terre Haute. Comrade Debs
considers Thomas Van Lear’s election
as Mayor of Minneapolis a foregone
conclusion. Comrade Van lLear as
Mayor of that city would be a great
credit to the Socialist moveiment and
would make a representative that the
Socialists could well be proud of, said
Debs. .

“Van Lear is a man,” said Debs,
“who was tried and found true. He
has given thu best years of his life in
an unselfish devotion toward the
cause of labor. He is a Socialist of
years standing. He has the undiluted
love and faith of the workers on the
one hand and the relentless hatred,
fear and respect of his enemies—the
capitalists and their hirelings on the
other.”

Prospects Never Brighter.

Socialism’s prospects for success
never looked brighter in Minneapolis
than they do now. It is not a sudden
mushroom-growth of sentiment; - it
has all the earmarks of slow, gradual
evolationary development. ‘The fol-
lowing figures will give the reader an
indication as to how things look. In
this connection it must be remember-
ed that Minneapolis in particular and
Minnesota in general have always
been “progressive”.

In 1912, Hennepin County, in which
Minneapolis is located, cast:

5,820 Socialist votes, and
11,489 Progressive votes.

fne progressive party has since
progrcssed to the grave, and these
vuiers will not be led back into the
cld fold by treacherous leaders. The
Socialist and Progressive vot: ccm-
t'ncd is larga enough to carry every
office in the .:1y and courty.

In the 1914 congressional campaign

have had occasion to analyze the

Watch Minneapolis Swing
Into The Socialist Column

Comrade Van Lear was the Socialist

candidate for Congress.

The winning candidate
election polled 12,576 votes.

Van Lear polled 10,312 votes.
The “Progressive” candidate polled
3,618 votes.

Thus if we had gained but an ad-
ditional 2,265 votes at the expense of
the Progressives, Comrade Van Lear
would have been in Congress today
working together with Comrade
Meyer London.

This was the situation in 1914—
two years ago.

What is the
NOW? ‘ .

In the primary elections held last
June, Thomas Van-kear, the Social-
ist candidate for Mdyor ran far ahead
of his capitalist opponents, polling a
vote of 13,245, beating the present
mayor by 9,000 votes, and another
big business aspirant for the office by
over 5,000 votes.

They also succeeded in placing their
aldermanic candidates on the final
ballot in five out of eleven wards,
The Socialists have also made a
splendid showing in every case where
they had a candidate in the field.
Their legislative candidates have run
ahead of their old party opponents
with big pluralities.

The biggest political newz in the
last days of June was the %hews of
the primary election in Minneapolis.
It had a political significance inas-
much as it gave a fair indication of
the way the political wind was blow-
ing. But if you get your news from
the capitalisi press you never saw a
half dozen lines of type announcing
the result. Had the Socialist, how-
ever, suffered a “crushing” defeat,
every two by four newspaper in the
country would exhaust its supply of
headline type to tell you ahout it.
The capitalist newspapers, thru the
Associated Press, have organized and
consistently maintained a conspiracy
of silence regarding Socialist pro-
gress.

Fight Socialism With Monney.

While the general public is being
kept in ignorance by the capitalist
press, the capitalists themsclves are
not ignorant of the fact that Social-
ism is making headway by leaps and
bounds. They are only too keenly
aware of that fact. And they are pre-
paring, as they never prepared before
to meet this problem. Since they can-
not meet it with logic or argument,
they are determined to meet it with
the only weapon they have—MONEY.
Already over $200,000, it is stated,
have been raised by the Citizen’s Al-
liance, and the Civiec and Coimmerce
Club. The sum was a fact over a
month ago. The plutes have since
come across with additional sums
ranging from $500 to $10,000 in a
few instances. In this slush fund are
included the contributions of the de-
partment store owners, the bankers,
brokers, manufacturers, real estate
owners and political grafters.

This huge battle fund is to be used
to buy and bribe the press, profes-
sional writers, speakers, vepeaters,
sluggers and ballot box stuffers.
Capitalist politics, no matter under
what disguise it travels, is every-
where the same. Whether it be New
York’s East Side where the Socialists
finally dislodged Tammany Hall, or
Terre Haute, Ind.;; or Nevada, or
Minneapolis, the methods to fight So-
cialism can hardly differ. The plutes
have only one way out of the dilema
—-and that is to steal the election.

Preparing For Emergency.

But the Socialiste of Minneapolis
are preparing for just such emergen-
cy. If some of their votes are stolen
it will not be because they failed to
take proper precautions. This is but
a part of their program. Right now
and for the last few months they
have carried on a campaign of educa-
tion, organization and propaganda
for which they might well be envied.

Comrade O. M. Wassing, the Cam-
paign Manager, who is also State

in that

situation today —

Secretary of the Party for Minnesota,
writes:

“The Campaign in Minneapolis is
the one that will ocupy my time and
energy and that is the one place
where we must fight to insure suc--
cess. We have a more representative
ticket in the field, this time than ever
before and our candidates all com-
mand respect not only within but out-
side the party as well.

“In this campaign we will have to
do lots of literature distribution and
speaking. The old party politicians
will be in it for a fight. The interests
have a big melon to capture this trip.
There are franchises to capture.

“You know it—I don’t have to tell
you—the most necessary material
will be money. With money we can
flood the town with literature and
speakers and organizers and that is
what is need most.

Big Fight Ahead.

“This time we have a big fight on'

our hands. The class line split is
clear-cut. Labor is with us better
than ever before. There is not a
“jabor” candidate on the Anti-Social-
ist ticket. We are today the only ones
in the field, and the local situation,
with the teamsters lock out, with the
police breaking up the strike, with
the favorable Socialist sentiment
created by the iron range strike, with
the threatened militarization of the
state by an attempted state consta-
bulary law, has shown labor that the
Socialist Party is the only party that
will .fight with it and for it.

“It is not going to be a luke warm,
kid glove battle. It is purely a class
struggle with the capitalists solidly
on one side in a futile Herculean at-
tempt to beat a united Gibraltar—like
organization of socialist workers.

“We want the Benson leaflets, we
need The American Socialist here, we
will use the Dime Banks . and make
every effort to co-operate and work
together for the victory which must
be ours. Watch Minneapolis march
1i)nbov'c}r,xe Socialist column on Novem-

er 7.

Greatness Of Nations

By WILLIS ANDREWS.

It was Walt Whitman who said
that it is not in bricks and mortar
piled high that makes a city great,
but in the quality of manhood that
comprises its citizenship. So it may
be said of a nation that it is not its
material possessions that give the
correct measure of its greatness.

In considering the relative great-
ness of the nations at war it is well
to remember this fact. Prejudice,
born of the passions of the hour, will
defeat any just. estimate of the
superiority o one or another of the
nations. If manhood is to be taken
as a criterion of the true worth of a
nation, as exemplified by the great-
ness of its men, then there is little
ground for partisans of any nation to
make invidious comparisons. To men-
tion only one name in each country
will suffice to show the debt the whole
world owes to each nation for its con-
tribution to progréss and civilization.

Germany, with pardonable pride,
rejoices in nurturing within her bor-
ders the greatest living scientist,
Ernest Haeckel; England, glories in
the fact that the “tight little isle”
gave birth to the immortal Shake-
speare; Mazzini, the statesman and
humanitarian, first saw the light of
day 'meath the sunny skies of Italy;
in the midst of persecution, Tolstoy,
in pleas for justice, gave hope to all
the Russias; Hungary battled for
freedom under the leadership of the
mighty Kossuth; Poland, bleeding
from wounds inflicted by tyranny,
sought liberty, guided by the valorous
Kosciusko; and I‘rance, beloved
France, bequeathed to the world Vol-
taire, whose matchless genius has
spread the light of reason to all the
nations of the earth.

“The Oregon Herald” is the name
of a new Socialist weekly being
published at Portland, Ore., with
Victor J. McCone as editor. Its first
issues are alive and ought to result in
building a strong party:in this Pacific
Coast state.

' Hemingway, Lodge, and the “egular

The Gold Trust Twins
By LUCIEN SAINT.

HOSE interested in a discussion

of the minor differentiations

existing in the virtues of the
middle class will follow the Hughes-
Wilson campaign this summer and
autumn with breathless interest. It
ought to resemble a Baptist-Presby-
terian argument; a debate on free
trade, “Should we have Diplomacy”,
or some other remote subject—Why
not “Patriotism”?

There is no need for the wage
earners of the United States to con-
cern themselves in any phase of this
campaign except in its humors and
in the task of exposing the absurdi-
ties of the candidate with a beard
and the absurdities of the shaven
face. Of the two platforms, the Dem-
ocratic is better reading, but we are
fairly well educated to the convietion
that platforms amount to nothing, so
why bother? Neither Hughes nor
Wilson represents more than the cur-
rent and superficial expression: of the
respectable and prosperous American
who owns and controls industry,
banks, public opinion, and politics.
Neither contestant knows that there
is. a class struggle—or if either
knows it, he is definitely tho silently
on the other side.

Behold The Contrast.

What a contrast this campaign
makes when held up to the light with
the campaign of 1912! Gone is Social
and Industrial Justice, gone is Pro-
gressivism, gone are the Interests,
the Corporations, the High Cost of
Living—all the bugaboos with which
they used to scare us into thinking
that if they were elected they would
do something. Vanished are these
promises and high hopes, these false
beacons flaring momentarily up in
our path. Instead, Americanism, Pre-
paredness, Peace, Prosperity, Nation-
al Honor: it is unbelievable that that
shrewd humor which lurks in even
the most Jyspeptic and ignorant
American will not forbid him, indi-
vidually and by the ballot-boxful,
from scattering votes on these. Yet
with the air replete with such cries,
who can make heard the small, low
voice of the masses—the muffled,
suppressed voice of the people?

'Tgle best thing that can be said of
Wilson is that he has kept us out of
war, for his clearly was the power to
get us into it. But this is a negative
achievement, and beyond it there is
little to record. It has been an Ad-
ministration of skillful vacillation. It
has faced both ways on every issue
which it has faced at all, but the real
issues which concern us—poverty, ex-
ploitation, concentration of wealth,
domination of society by the few,
liberty and democracy—these issues
have been forgotten with the slogans
of four years ago which -they at-
tempted, weakly, to express. Wilson
did nothing to cut down the cost of
living or to secure a just wage sys-
tem; he specifically declared that the
Government should treat unions as, in
theory, it treats the trusts: he put
banking on a sounder basis than it
ever had before, and has promised a
rural credits bill which will throw
the farmer half: way down the maw
of the money power; he has sidestep-
ped the task of sealing up our natural
resources for the use of the people;
he has relieved big business of all
tension by signing an anti-trust law
which will remove the hated Sherman
law from consideration for another
generation if not for ever; he has
taken the wind out of every forward
looking movement by receiving it
courteously and then pigeonholing it
in the ticket office of his single track
mind. No, Wilson has failed in all
but the role of interpreter and direc-
tor of middle class ideals.

Yes, Hughes Is “Good”.

The best thing that can be said
about Hughes is that he is good. I am
not sure that this is not the worst
thing, for the perfect consistency of
perfect domestic and political virtue
is rather ridiculous in the year 1916.
But Hughes is honest. He didn’t seek
the office except that he didn’t take
his friends in the inner councils of the
G. O. P. aside and tell them not to
nominate him or he would decline; He
successfully brought the Supreme
Court into politics—out into open
politics where it really belongs. But |
for Hughes to be portrayed as the!
enemy of bosses and therefore as the
friend of the people is a sillv perver-
sion of words and facts. Every intel-
ligent political writer in the United

States knew a week before the Chi-y

cago convention that Hughes would
be nominated. I, for example, felt
perfectly convinced that he would be
nominated because I happened to
have a pipe line into the heart of the
reactionary Republican outfit v:'hlch
had its plans all laid to nominate
Hughes on the third ballot. The 1916
convention was essentially the 1912
convention with the Roosevelt ele-
ment either ieft out or refcrmed. It
was a hog-tied and bound convention
for Hughes for months before it met.
The favorite son business was a blind
and stall to keep up local interest ‘n
the party. Whether Hughes, sitting
in court and handing down opinions,
knew all this or not is hard to say.
I cannot conceive that he did not
know every important move made ‘n
his behalf. .
Hughes is good. and the Rzpublican
party, dominated by Crane, Smoot,

gang whose history the public well
knows has made him their candidate
and pronounced him good also. For
most people this is all that is
necessary to know about Hughes. It
is interesting, however, to reflect that
he should be put forward as the
people’s candidate at a time when
revision of the income tax is imper-

ative: he vetoed the state income tax
law when governor of New York.
And it is also interesting to realize
that he is on record as having de-
clared against Socialism and govern-
ment ownership, tho cautiously favor-
ing government regulation of the
railroads. These old speeches of his
are worth looking up, tho the burn-
ing issues of today render them rather
academic reading. It is not unim-
portant to reflect that Hughes is by
profession a corporation lawyer, and
that the interests of the people at
this advanced stage of modern in-
dustrialism will not be furthered by
a President of this stripe.

More Votes For Socialism.

Yet on the whole the Wilson-
Hughes controversy fails to sadden
the public-spirited observer. It can-
not be that the pcople of the United
States will waste all their political
energy iistening to those bickerings,
or that they will forget that the dif-
ference between Tweeduldum and
Tweeduldee was so slight that the
pair was ready to make it up at a
moment’s notice. The joke is on the
middle class and its President-mak-
ers. Because of their folly in choos-
ing two lay figures so nearly alike
except for whiskers and notions of the
tariff, nature is about to punish them
by swelling the Socialist vote to pro-
portions which, if I read the signs
aright, will lift the banner of the
working class into the front ranks of
the procession.

HAVE FIGHTING CHANCE.

J. Dennis Flynn, in his Sapulpa,,
Oklahoma Argus, republican, reviews
the outlook for this year in the fol-
lowing, which is so unique from this
source as 'to be interesting:

Oklahoma is the only state in the
union where three parties have a
fighting chance to carry in the fall
election. The democrats, republicans
and socialists will make an effort to
carry the state and each one has, ac-
cording to the vote in the last election
a chance for success.

The democrats claim the state, but
in the last state election thay had a
plurality of only 3,000 votes over the
republicans and the socialigts polled
50,000 votes or 46,000 votes behind
the republicans.

Charles Sumner said: “Not that I
love country less, but Humanity more,
do I now and here plead the cause of
a higher and truer patriotism. I can-
not forget that we are men by a more
sacred bond than we are citizens—
that we are children of a common
Father more than we are Americans.”
This would bLe construed today as
treason . by charlatan “patriots” of
the Roosevelt ilk, but it nevertheless
expresses the only Americanism that
deserves the least respect.

—————

WITTEENGINES
;s;i:.i;;;;:iﬁ!ﬁ;;E|",l|umi|.iiilmlm e
l ‘gugaiz;uil_ il / 7)
l |||""||IIIII;.......na.*.*.ﬁ:#af%:ﬁ%’ﬁﬁﬁm.{.ﬂﬂii‘

Ly

i
] i
i

|

Lers,
andijn dﬂ:rg:gzl')nnz't: 'o:'an't:'oh

B st
oline, 3 A ‘
\ Gasol nls. Napl thl-' a'i‘ﬂ%" or Gas ia stationary, d

book, **
Flay el Sfter: Boyent gonss”

i ite heive TiatrniD, B WITTE,
WITTHE ENQGINE WORKS '
3268 Oskiand Avs.,Kaneas City, Mes
3268 Emplire Bulidiag,
Phssbursh, Pa.

: };'e‘s, you ma ik'eep . d X
s new Edison—and ‘-
our ch:iec of records too, for onlya single dellar.
‘;y the balance at rate of only a few cents a day.

Fm’ 1' Try the new Edison in vour

Have all the n w: “thm.mbond&“ o e ':
. n .
?:.lm. We will send it to you :ithout s lpon;y 4 wn.
. Write ety doyph iy ec:m new poo
and pictures of new Fidison phonographs. Ne cbligstions. §
K. BABSON, Edison PAonograph

Send for big Pree Catalog showing Atce Autes in sl makes
and o‘dﬂv—{uﬂlm Touring Cars, Trueks ond *'Jitney '*
,_8t prices saving you from 307 te 88%. All soMd o2

Easy Paynieat Terma, $50.00 now will secure any eor for
tare delivery. Any ove u“ also be purchased at (rom five to
oight dollars per week, ‘e ship everywhere (o anyose:
ATEO AUTOS GUARANTRED FOR ONE YRAD,

G, ety e (14
T l'r"""'u"l chow u‘;n !
_‘_ . ":‘r'el'n' it :xnll-’:]hor l‘
By, o ontibica
. PP g i i
J aimply ssy. T Matl Bar toutare ¥

WOODSYOCK ?Vl‘l'll €0., Dept. BV4Y Chicags lilinels

tablithing everywhrre. Manywales casily ma
lAGENTS §.u' .-u'llln:v'f.ooztoeklholnoa’tnmt-elhrﬁhﬂg
for tarms and territory. Act asw,
is easily rrown, clears

GINSE“G per square rod. Book Free 3100

WRITE TODAY. T. J. STOUT, A %42,
Edinburg, Indiana.

PLAIN TALK. Sex Books Particulars Free,
Liberty Co. Sta D Box 4 B. Cleveland, Q.

The gcle;ce'

of Education

Applied To The Class Struggle
Unlocks two doors of opportunity for the Socialist Worker:

One leads to a comprehensive, useable knowledge of the broad field of
Literature devoted to Socialism and science;

The other gives access to the Press and the Public Platform devoted to
the Cause of Socialism and Humanity.

This course is written by Scientists t> enable the “common worker” to
become a scholarly champion of Socialisti. Part I FREE. This is a classie

in itself. For free literature address

Frank 8. Hannen, sM.

D., Mt, Auburn, Iowa.




Weekly, 50 Cents per Year.

Government Paper Will

~ Needed By “‘Free” Press

WASHINGTON. — Shall private
capital continue to extort prefits from
the alleged *‘free” press of the United
States ? This is the question raised by
the eleventh-hour introduction into
Congress of a bill for the ecstablish-
ment of a government-owned and
operated paper-mill. The aythor of
this bill is Clyde Tavenner nf Illinois,
the original proponent of a govern-
ment-owned armor plate palnt. In-
dications are that Tavenner will push
his bill, but he needs plenty of help
from Socialists.

Not enly the United States Gov-
ernment, which is the largest con-
sumer of print paper in the world,
but . every newspaper and _book
publisher, from the most reactionary
to the most struggling Socialist
weekly will benefit by this bill. It
proposes:

What Bill Proposes

1. To utilize government-
owned national forest lend and
government-owned national for-
est water power, and govern-
glent-owned national foreat tim-

er.

2. I'o provide the Government
with an adequate supply at a fair
price, thus avoiding the grasping
Paper Combines.

3. To provide cost data for
newspaper publishers so as to
furnish protection .against the
Paper Combines.

Describing this bill, Taverner says:

“The Government of the United
States has long been at the mercy of
paper combines and monopolies that
undoubtedly have profited excessively
in furnishing paper to the Govern-
ment. This situation has become all the
more intolerable during the past year,
when the paper manufactuiers have
taken advantage of conditions al-
leged to be due to the war to demand
still more exorbitant prices for their
products. These contractors, while
refusing to furnish paper under their
agreement for the year ending March
1, 1917, are demanding two und three
times their contract price when- the
Government seeks to make open-
market purchases of the paper neces-
sary to continue the operations of the
Government Printing Office. With all
the resources at its command, owning,
as it does, vast forests and great
water power sites adequate to pro-
duce many times the required quanti-
ty of paper, the Government ought
never again to be reduced to the
necessity of begging the paper mon-
opoly to furnish paper to the Public
Printer regardless of prica.”

Need Socialist Support. .

It is the ancient question of private
profits versus public good. Tavenner
will not get very far with his bill
because it strikes at the heart of the
Lumber Trust, which owns Senators
and Congressmen. He will need sup-
port of Socialists, both in and out of
Congress.

The introduction of this bill is an-
other argument for Socialism and for
more Socialists in ‘Congress. Govern-
ment production of paper means
cheaper education, a cheapcr labor
and - sucialist-- press, -and - the conse-
quent spreading wider and wider of
the truth and the knowledge that will
set the nation free.

POLITICAL POWER
ITS USE AND ABUSE.

By J. W. SLAYTON.

We have heard so much of “dirty
politics”, of “capitalist politics”, and
of “crooked politicians”, that many
of us have been misled as to the
value of taking part in political cam-
paigns. In fact many of us, in the
not far distant pasi, became con-
vinced, or thought we were, that there
was very little if any virtue in politi-
cal activity, and some of us have de-
clared that there was positive injury
to the working class in doing so.

I propose to show that political
power is the greatest and most deter-
mining POWER that man ever
originated and used.

Let this thought be clear to begin
with, that POWER of itself con-
sidered, is neither good or bad,
crooked or straight.

In the last analysis it’s a question
of results; they may be good or bad,
depending entirely upon how power
is used. Good and bad are matters of
RELATION,

When power is USED in one way,
the results will be BAD, but if used
in another way, they are good. We
make the mistake, very often of con-
fusing results* with *their causes.

AT THE risk of being tiresome
let me illustrate.

When a house burng down, we say
that was a “bad fire”, The fire was
NOT bad, but the results were.
When in the winter, the fire in the
furnace warms us, we say that is “a
good fire”, but it s not, but the re-
sults are.

In the one case, suffering is caused,
in the other pleasure is enjoyed,
merely 4 matter of results, following
from control, or lack of it. .

Cold is not bad when it causes
death, nor good when it freezes ice,
which we can, or may use to advan-
tage.

This is equally true in the USE
of political pow*gr. .

*®

KINDLY get an unabridged dic-
tionary and look up the words,

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST,

ECONOMIC, POLITICAL and POW-
ER. This is important, for the word
Economie, and all related words, have
to do solely with methods, plans,
management, and in no sense relate
to POWER, tho it may require power
to carry the’ plans, methods, or the
management into effect.

The word political is based upon,
and is of
POWER.

The capitalists are fully aware of
the overwhelming potency involved
in keeping control of the police
(political) power of the State.

That they may use dirty methods
in their efforts to keep such control,
is beside the mark; the main point
is that the means is one thing, the
object another. Don’t confuse the
means with the object sought.

A few samples will suffice to make
this thought clear.

When Waite was gouvernor of Colo-

rado, he used the police power of the
state in behalf of the workers, and
the results were so decidedly benefi-
cial, that it seems strange that they
have been so soon forgotten.
. See how soon the workers won,
without the loss of a drop of blood,
in that case, and then note the dif-
ference under Peabody, who used the
same power against the workers.
Likewise it was the same power that
was used when the Ludlow horror
occured.

In the A. R. U. strike, the federal
police power was used when the
then governor Altgeld, of Illinois,
refused to grant the railroads the use
of state police power. West Virginia
tells the same story, Michigan re-
peats it, McKees Rccks added a
similar page, Lawrence, Mass., added
a page, iatterscn a chapter, and
East Pittsburgh and Braddock . just
recently, increased the volumn,

In all these cases, the masters
knew where to get the power they
needed and had to' have, and without
which they would have had to sur-
render. It 1is passing strange that
many who were engaged in these and
many other similar struggles have
denied the value of ccntrolling politi-
cal power, even while they were
being jailed, clubbed and shot by its
use.

. L * @

THE OLD alchemists tried to pro-
duce gold from baser metals, and
failed, but our modern capitalists
have discovered how to convert our
votes, “little wads of paper”, into
lead or steel, in the shape of bullets,
and we workers are always at the
lead or steel end thereof, while the
capitalists are always at the other,
or safe end, because they have sense
enough to control the power which
directs the use of them.

The voters can make or unmake
state legislatures, governors, con-
wresses and presidents, and after
they are made by the use of “little
wads of paper”, we must per force,
grant to those so elected, the LEGAL
right of making, interpreting and en-
forcing the laws of the land, and this
legal right carries with it the strate-
gic opportunit¥ and privilege, of en-
forcing or refusing to enforce ac-
cording to whom will be benefitted.

If we hand a man a club, why
should ‘we object to him using it in
his own INTEREST? and don’t the
workers hand their masters the poli-
tical club, of the city, state and na-
tion?

Interpretation is such a large part
of the legal process, that no one need
be surprised at the capitalists’
strenuous efforts incident to control-
ling the courts, from the magistrate
to the Supreme Court, and when the
Supreme Court of the U, S. declares
a law “unconstitutional”, which is"a
purely political act, where, how and
against whom would the workers
STRIKE to overcome such a de-
cision?

How carefully the masters select
THEIR candidates; why don’t they
stay in their offices and use t{heir
Economic Power if they have so much
of it, as we have so often Leen told
they have?

The prospects of Socialism grow
brighter every day.

If Socialism was all its enemies
say it is, still it would be infinitely
more practical than the present sys-
tem.

If Socialism was as destructive as
the wildest shouters against it say,
it would still be nothing to be com-
pared to the capitalist regime.

If Socialism was as foolish as the
criminals who get you every time you
buy or sell declare it to be—. But
everybody knows it is not.

Hughes has one advantage. He can
promise what he would do, without
having to risk campaign funds on
the one side or votes on the other.

Hughes may be mighty silly, but
the Dubbs seem to think he will be a
relief from the frying pan. See if
they don’t.

How often have the masters sneer-
cd that they have nothing to arbi-
tratel Now they want arbitration,
and you may be sure they know in
advance what it will mean to them.

If Socialism was as irreligious as
its enemies try to make out, it would
still be infinitely more moral than
those who uphold the present system
and for a show make great profes-
sions.

WORKMEN’S SICK AND DEATH BENEFIT FUND

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Table Showing Status of the Society at the End of Years stated. in & Year Periods

It l.;“ of| NUMBER OF MEMBERS || Amount of Benefits Paid Since Organization || imount Saved
Year Men | Woman || Sick and Accident Death In Cash Restrve
1885 116 $525.90 $150.00
1890 2,919 252 35,014.57 3,600.00 || $6,062.57
1895 | 10,992 | 1,924 310,846.07 75,581.00 || 35,265.38
1900 | 21,616 | 4,123 || 1,002,398.32 | 253,731.35 || 89,773.35
1905 | 28,470 | 5,912 ]' 1,962,960.82 i 387,740.96 | 220,323.38
1910 | 37,743 | 7,524 | 3,236,004.12 1,087,845.77 | 438,501.72
1915 | 43,650 | 8,347 ! 4,876,761.11 | 1,762,706.87 | 865,200.00
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. in attempting to break up the strike
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Murder In The First Degree

By EUGENE V. DEBS.

(Second Article On Mesabe Strike)

RUE bills against four strikers and one

woman and against Carlo Tresca and
two other leaders of the striking iron work-
ers on the Mesabe Range in Minnesota
charging them with murder in the first de-
gree, have been returned by a Steel Trust
grand jury.

Not one of the accused is guilty. On the
contrary, they are all absolutely innocent of
the crime charged against them.

It is. another case of punishing the work-
ers for the crimes committed against them
by their masters.

* % 3

*®

LET US briefly review the facts in this
extraordinary strike on the Mesabe Range.
First let me say that I have severa! times
been over that territory and that as far back
as twenty years ago I spent several weeks
there organizing the iron workers on the
range. I am therefore familiar with the con-
ditions which are responsible for the 20,000
iron workers in and about the mines being
out on strike.

These mining properties belong to the
Steel Trust and in its program of union ex-
termination the trust wiped out all the
unions on the range. From that time to this
a union man has been a criminal there and
treated accordingly.

- * L ] »

THE STEEL Trust, having their employes
absolutely at their mercy, began to grind
them to the marrow of their bones. Not
only were wages reduced to the starvation
point but they were treated in all respects
more like cattle and hogs than human beings.

If they dared complain they were dis-
charged. Spies among them kept them under
suspicion of each other. Petty bosses ruled
over them like despots and if they would
hold their jobs they must be boot-licking
sycophants and slaves.

® * * @

FINALLY these insulted, outraged peons
could endure it no longer and a whirlwind
of revolt swept them out of the pits and into
a strike. The Steel Trust lost not a moment
and
drive them back into the pits. George P.
West, field examiner of the Committee on In-
dustrial Relations, tells the story in the re-
port of his investigation. It is as revolting as
Colorado. at its worst. Everv worker in
America ought to read it.

The sheriff of the county, a subservient
tool of the trust, at once swore in a thous-

It did not take long for these assaszins to
impite a riot and in that riot two of the

strikers were Kkilled. A deputy sheriit who

'br:Q);:ce into the home of a striker and pre-
ciprtated a fight was also killed.

Arrests speedily folloved and in every
instance the victim was a leader of the strike
or influential in its support.

" % - £

NOW COMES the indictment of the pack-
ed grand jury of the Steel Trust, charging
them all with murder in the first degree, and
there is not a shadow of doubt that the trust
has them all marked for execution.

In the face of these facts what is our plain
and imperative duty ? What would ‘we expect
of our fellow-workers if we had been as
loyal as they and were now in their places?

I shall not believe that in this crisis the
working class will coldly ignore thé indict-
ment of these comrades, the heroic rervice
they have rendered, and abandon them to
their fate.

Read the report of the Labor Cemmis-
sioner of Minnesota and the report of the
Committee on Industrial Relations and you
will see why these men and this woman,
comrades of ours, have be*en indicted.

* * u

JUST AS the mine owners attempted
to murder Moyecr, Haywood and Pettibone
ten years ago, so now are the same blood-
thirsty tyrants attempting to repeat their
infamous crime in Minnesota.’ _

These comrades, tho as innocent as babies,
will be murdered by the Steel Trust as cer-
tain as the coming day unless the working
class is aroused and stands between the bru-
tal trust and its intended victims.

* *x X% ®

The Steel Trust is itself the arch-eriminal
in the case and its clutches are red with the
blood of the innocent, but no grand jury will
find an indictment against these multi-
millionaire murderers.

It is only the poor who are indicted for
being the victims of crime and only the rich
who go free in spite of their guilt.

I have said enough. You know the story.
We are going to stand by our own and see
that they get a fair trial. Every one of us
must do our part and contribute our share.

* ¥ * *

MY BLOOD runs thru my veins a stream
of fire as I contemplate this impending crime
against our comrades.

IT SHALL NOT BE!

BY THE GODS, IT SHALL NOT BE!
THE BLOATED, BEASTLY STEEL TRUST
PIRATES SHALL NOT MURDER OUR. IN-

aqd gunmen and turned them loose, “armed
with carbines, revolvers and riot sticks”.

WORKERS!

NOCENT COMRADES AND FELLOW-

Sure! Oklahoma Democrats
Discover Socialist Crusher;
But It’s Old And No Good

. (Driven to desperation by the con-
tinued forward strides of the Socialist
movement, the Oklahoma democrats have
finally decided on their last plan of cam-
paign to ‘“‘crush” Socialism. This plan
includes the opening of a regulsr school
in which voung DPemocrats may be
coached in the tricks of the anti-Social-
ists, with a view to having ilw voters
misled into believing that Socialism is a
dividing-up scheme, a conspiracy to
break up the home and break aown the
churches, and similar nonsense. We are
‘told that some young Democrats in Okla-
homa City onrolled and were recently
taken by their ‘‘instructor” to a lecture
by George R. Wirkpatrick, Socialist can-
didate for Vice-President. It iz said
that the lads were simply appalted when
they realized that this was the logic
that their puny intellects were to batter
against, There was fear and trembling.
The followingz, taken from Ilarlow’s
Weekly, gives the views of Victor E.
Harlow, who is of the opinion that his
friends are unable to combat Socialism,
This Oklashoina City magazine is read
by the intellizent Democrats of the
state, to whom the editor seems tc make
a special appeal. He discusses these
proposed Socialist-killers in the issue of
August 19, from which we quote:)

HE MEETING of the Dem-
ocratic state committee in
Oklahoma City this week

showed a notable change in the spirit
which has dominated the Decmocratic
politicians in Oklahoma. Heretofore
the aftitude of the Democrziic lead-
ers when confronted with the Social-
ist danger has bcen one of careless
assiirance, a cock-sureness, so to
speak, which set aside as of small im-
portance the possibility of the Social-
ists ever being an active factor in
Oklahoma affairs. It was quite other-
wise at the Lee-Huckins (a prominent
hotel) on Monday. The shadew of the
Socialists lay heavy over the gather-

ing.

i %‘his feeling had special veference
to the Socialist election law. Six
months ago those who called atten-
tion to the seriousness of the pos-
gibility of this measure becoming a
law were laughed to scorn, and if
they happened to be Democrats, were
advised that they were afflicted with
cold feet. Indeed, it has heen the
fashion recently among mary Dem-
ocratic voliticians to mutually assure
each other that the Socialisi move-
ment had reached its summit and was
on the decline. This week the most im-
portant of several of the speeches of
candidates and state officials had to
do with the possibility of dafeating
this measure and the methed to be
used in doing so. Beyond a doubt the
Democrats of this state are awakened
to the Socialist peril.

Of the three concrete suggestions
made 0y the various speakers, one
was hy Attorneyv General Freeling.
Mr. Freeling stated that the Social-
ist growth has resulted from the lack
of attention that has been given to
the movement by the Democrats, and
advised that the Democratic plan
henceforth be to “attack the Social-
ists for what they are—the enemies
of the republic.” He urged that if the
people of the state were fully advised
that Bocialism is the enemy of the
republic, a great many of those who
have not seen these dangers and have
not been warned of them would re-
turn to the political party to which
they normally belong. His :dea was
that the growth of the movement in

Oklahoma is to Je attributed to the

fact that only Socialists have been
heard upon Socialism; that the people
have been shown only the attractive
side of the doctrine and that it is the
duty of the Democratic organization,
intensified by the need of self-pre-
servation, now to make clear the im-
plications and the consequentes which
follow the doctrine of Socialism.

{t’s a Sad, Sad Life.

This method if adopted carries with
it one very positive difficulty. So-
cialism is not merely a political doc-
trine; it is a broadly founded phi-
losophy, a combination of highly theo-
retical considerations, metaphysical,
psychological and biological, with em-
phasis on a number of maladjust-
ments in mode¢rn sociely which the old
political parties have heretyfore ig-
nored. The great mass of Socialist
voters include both the ignorant, who
are influenced by the hopes held out
by Socialism, but without compre-
hension of the means to be used to
accomplish them, and keen minds,
well informed, who fully comprchend
and sympathize with the philosophy
which Jies at its foundation But the
leaders of Socialism, the men who
direct the affairs of the party in this
state and who represent it in the
nublic forum, are in the great major-
ity of instances highly inforined and
acute minds, shifty antagonists in
debate, with whom it must be ad-
mitted there are few Democratic.
speakers competent to cope.

To carry out the Attorney Gen-
eral’s suggestion, it will be necessary
to educate a great number of Dem-
ocratic speakers to the noint that
thev will not only be able to com-
prehend the theories advanced by the
Socialists but be prepared to answer
them satisfactorily to the peosple who
hear. So'far, the effect of debates
'with Socialists has been disastrous to
[those opposing them, for the reason
that the debaters have in very few in-
‘stances been competent to handle the
task they had undertaken. It iz fool-
ish to attempt to combat a deep and
revolutionary philosophy with plati-
tudes or with arguments based upon
premises not founded as deenly or as
lcgically as those which it is at-
tempted to oppose. If the Democratic
party uxpects tc drive the Socialists
out of the field in Oklahoms by at-
tacking them directly it is cntering
an arena where only skilied com-
batants can hope to maintain them-
selves, and it had best begin at once
to increase the number of careful
student« of science, philogonphv and
economics, who only will be able to
meet the Socialists on the ground
they have chesen. It is impossible to
do it with the tyve of oratory that
has so far prevailed in Democratic
campaigns in Oklahoma

A Revolutionary Party.

ties and the Socialist party. The first
two are the outgrowth of cur form
of government, closely allied with it.
and based upon the assumption of its
fundamental soundness and its per-
sistence. They are conservative and
have for their purpose the conserva-
tion and improvement of our present
government. The Socialist party,
upon the other hand, is revolntionary;
it abides by the present forms of our
government, but it does so only for
the purpose of peacefully overturning
it. It believes that the American sys-
tem under which we live is rhilosoph-
ically and scientifically unsound and
it has for its purpose the construc-
tion of an entirely new form of gov-
ernment based upon essentially dif-
ferent fundamental ideas. Those who
see in it merely another of the
sporadic “third party” movements
which appear from time to time,
‘which run their course and are ab-
sorbed into one or the other of
the great national partics, have
not understood it.
Socialist cannot become a Nemocrat
or a Republican. His point of attack
upon modern problems is ton differ-
ent; the facts from which he begins
his reasoning are too different from
those used as the basis of the con-
servative parties. The expression
used by Mr. Freeling, if taken literal-
ly, does them a great injustice; they
are not rebels or traitors. Buit in the
deeper sense, it is a not distant ap-
proximation cf their feeling and their
purpose. The republic, modified to
accomodate their plans, would bear
little resemblance to the republic we
see today; the state would change
its functions and government its re-
lation to the people to such an ex-
tent as to be an entirely different
{thing. :

The contest, then, is between two
utterly alien conceptions oi society,
politics and government. In this the
Socialist leaders have the decided ad-
vantage; they know exactly what
thev are about, while apparently
neither the Democratic nor the Re-
publican leaders have even begun to
understand the nature of the menace
which confronts them.

OUR OKLAHOMA FUND!

We ihave received $78.10 so far
on our fuad to send the Benson
leaflets into Oklahoma. It will be
remembered that the national exe-
cutive committee decided to send

300,000 of the Benson leaflets

each week into Oklahoma for five

weeks. 'The American Socialist
wants to raise a fund sufficient
to send 300,000 of the Benson
leaflets into Oklahoma for the
remaining five weeks of the
great Benson ten-week series.

The $78.10 will only pay for about

150,000 leaflets, less than enough

to keep the Oklahoma comrades

busy for one week. Send all con-
tribuiions to the Oklahoma Fund

to The American Socialist, 803

West Madison St., Chicago.

Remember that “To give is to live”
and that “To deny is to die.”

Socialism is not a political party.!
This fact needs to be very thoroly;
comprehended by the political leaders i
of this state; that it has not been;
comprehended heretofore is probably
responsible for the hold Socialism has |
been permitted to secure in Oklahicma. |
There is no real resemblance between
the Democratic and Republican par-

Tndustrial unity and politica’ unity
will win the world for the workers.

1Y you are a socia'ist, b a live ove,
The live one is the only real social-
ixt. There is no room in the movement
for dead onss. They belong wholly to
the capitalist parties--and that's why
they are dead.

A genuine | =

Clubs of Four or More. 40 Weeks, 25 Cents.
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PRACTICAL TALKS

TO THE Y. P. S. L.

By WM. F. KRUSE
National Secretary Y. P. 8. L. .

THE AMBITIOUS YIPSELS.

These are just a few notes of prac-
tical activity for practical und active
Young People’s Socialist Leagues.
When we hear of 10,000 members in
Austria, and of a Young People’s
paper circulation of 80,000 in Ger-
many and 50,000 in Sweden, it makes
us blush with shame at the thought of
the small position of influence and
power we have attained in this coun-
try. To my mind the great secret of
their strength lies in the Eractica]
activity there indulged in. They pro-
tect the apprentice in his shop, and
the child in the school. They fight
against militarism. They distribute
thousands of pieces of literature, hold
demonstrations, and do a lot of things
that get them into the public eye.

Growth Is Steady.

We are growing, not very fast, but
still quite steadily. Our growth at
this time must necessarily be slow,
for we are only laying the founda-
tions of our league, we are only work-
ing out the methods of our organiza-
tion. But the time will soon be here
when we must embark actively in
social work as it affects young people,
and we should prepare now to do our

art.
P Our cardinal duty is to spread the
knowledge of socialism. But before
we can do that we must have that
knowledge ourselves, We may have
dreams of waking up the world with
our eloquence of tongue and pen, but
to do this takes more than dreams.
A young “hopeful” once told a pro-
minent socialist of his dream and
ambition to become a great cditor. He
wanted to write editorials that would
tear the bandages off the workers’
eyes, that would wring their heart-
strings, and impel them to revoluti-
onary action—all at the same time.
But the old veteran smiled, and

"lthen told him a story. It was the story

of the pullet and the hen. The young
chick, not so long out of her egg-
shell had observed an old brown hen
laying an egg. And the heart of the
liitle pullet swelled with the desire
to ve of use to the world, she wanted
to lay eggs, and she went over to tell
the hen about it. But the hen just
said, “You are a foolish little pullet,
but\ your ambition does you credit.
Somc day, most assuredly, you will
be laying eggs. But you must first
get the eggs INSIDE of you”.
Must Work Hard. - .

To those ambitious young writers
and speakers this ought “o convey
a lesson—you will be writers and
speakers some Cay if you work hard
enough-—you will write great edi-
torials and speeches—but you must
first get those speeches and editorials
INSIDE of you.

That means work, it means study,
it means hard application to the task
at hand. Your duty is to make good
socialists. You want to do your duty.
All right, start in to-day—on your-
self. If you will make a socialist out
of yourself, a good socialist, that is,
one who knows what he is talking
about, then we'll be a little bit nearer
the goal toward which we are striv-
ing. .

gS’cudy Socialism, attend socialist
lectures and debates, take up study
class work, talk with people who
really understand the question, and
above all READ GOOD SOCIALIST
BOOKS. If you go into any good
public library you will soon find out
that the literature of sociaiism is a
vast one, go into a good socialist book
store and the fact will impress you
still more. Out of all that mass of
material, what can you ever digest?
You cannot read it all? You need not
read it all. Get busy on some of it,
you cannot be a good socialist unless
you have read up and studied the
question.

List Of Good Books.
For the benefit of those who want
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a short course on the subject the
following list is given below:

1. General Propagsnda Pamphlets.
What's So and What Isn’t, John M. Work.
The Truth about 3ocialism, Allan Benson.

2, Socialist Edncational Pamvhlets.
Shop Talks on Economics, Mary -E. Marcy.
Industrisl Problems, E. N. Richardson.
Bocislism Summed Up, Morris Hillquit.

3. Text Books.
Elements of Hocialism, Sparge and Arner.
Socialism, In Theory and Practice, Morris
Hillquit.
History of Socialism, Kirkup.
3ocialists at Work, Hunter.
History of Socialism in the U. 8., Hillquit.

Read these books, study them, and
when you get a chance to take part
in a lecture or debate, do it. In this
way, by continuous application and

practice you will develop into a

worth-while student, speaker, and

writer in the movement.
Campaign Song
TUNE—“YANKEE DOODLE”

We'll send ‘'fiene Debs to Washingtom,

To reprcsent the workers.
We've had enough of plutoerats,
Who represent the shirkers.

Cherus.

This is our year, Ha! ha! ha!
We'll send ‘Cene Debs to Congress,
Yankee Doodle, Ha! ha! ha!

We'll send ‘Gene Debs to Congress.

The Elephant has had his day,
The Bull Moose “jest went under.”
The Donkey brays and kicks the dust,
And calls his racket thunder.
Chorus.

We'll organize a great big strike,
A strike you'll all remember:
We'll call it at the ballot box,
The seventh of l:uxt November.
orus.

The jingoes own the Elephant,
They also own the Donkey.
But Henry Dubb masy fool ’em yet,
And cease to be their flunkey.

Chorus.

The Henry Dubb’s are waking up,
Junior is no neodle.
Workers soon will rule the land,
The land of Yankes Doodle.
Chorus.

«—Ads M. Stirnsen, Helly, Cela

The threatened strike shows how
utterly unjust private ownership
transportation is.

Vote for eifher Republicanism or
Democracy and you will get a panie
within four years.

Vote for either Democracy or Re-
?ublicanism and you will get a bond
ssue.

Vote for either of the old parties
and you will get it right where you
got it before—in the neck.

Why does the government guaran-
tee the railroads their tribute? It
doesn’t guarantee the worker a job.

; The Oklahoma Democrats are not
merely mad they are as crazy as they
are criminal. :

What a fine speech Debs could
make on the floor of the house on
almost any occasion! Let’s give him
the chance.

It seems the preparedness criminals
are getting war a little before they
wanted and different from that they
planned.

It might be a relief if Mr. Hughes
should be marooned somewheve from
which his speeches could not be re-
ported.

If the government would seize the
railroads and operate them on an
eight hour arrangement, withcut pro-
fit to anyone, there would be no strike
and no tying up of the country.

hibition candidate made by repudiat-
ing the platform on which he was
nominated and declaring against di-
rect legislation.

Already they are beginning to
move the troops in order to keep the
trainmen at work. Beats all how Wil-
son and the soldiers have become
strike breakers.
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. ) mighty fine proposition. § am a mechanic
d | know what § am talking about.”
Peter Courtland, of Mich., writes: “I
Kg@\ received your sharpener and opened it
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and I got an order for one right.on the
spot.” H. A, Henkel, of Va., says: *I
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machine. The workmanship is simply per-

fect.” Frank King, Colo.,says: “*Sample received
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Foreign Trade Grows;

Home Prices Are Raised

WASHINGTON. — How American
business men raise prices at home
as foreign trade grows is the sordid
story told by some grim Government
figures, lately made public here.
These figures show the real reason
underlying the movement to “capture
foreign markets”, even tho it takes
the army and the navy to do the trick.

The real reason is higher profits.
For example:

Why Oil Went Up.

Just before Europe took “our” ex-
port in petroleum, American consum-
ers paid Standard Oil 75 cents a bar-
rel for crude Kansas-Oklahoma grade,
and $1.54 for the Pennsylvania grade.
But as soon as Standard O:1 had in-
creased the demand by captaring the
foreign market, the price went up on
the first-named to $1.55 a barrel, and
on the second to $2.60 a barrel. The
total excess graft thus scooped in by
Standard Oil in one year was $195,-
000,000. .

So the people paid for the increased
foreign trade.

Take copper—another necessity of
modern industrial life. Before “our”
foreign trade in this grew, copper
sold at 123 cents a pound. After
“we” had taken foreign markets, as
“an outlet for our ‘surplus”, the
price went up to 30 cents a pound.
The capitalists made $120,000,000 in
excess graft, and this sum, over a
dollar a year for each soui in the
population, was added to the cost of
living.

We Pay For Increased Trade.

Again the people paid for the in-
creased foreign trade.

Congressman Lindbergh of Minne-
sota estimates that prices in all trust-
controlled commodities have been
raised to American consumers more
than $4,334,000,000 in a year. And
this increase goes into the pockets of
the business grafters, who, thru their
control of the government, are shout-
ing and boosting for increased foreign
trade.

“America,” Lindbergh told the
House the other day, “is the real and
only substantial market for American
products. American consumers use
every year many times more of its
products than are exported. The ex-
ports last year were for speculation
principally, and were made the ex-
cuse for the raising of prices to
American consumers. American con-
symers, and especially the toilers who
bear the main burden, should not be
satisfied to let the products of our
country be exported -without receiv-
ing something equal in return.”

Expansion Means Higher Prices.

This ‘s what is back of the bi-par-
tisan movement for expanding foreign
trade. Every step in expansion means
higher prices to American working-
men and women. Every ste}» means
that the dear capitalist make more
money out of the labor of the com-
mon people. There is no other ex-
planation. It is the same ol¢ thing—
the desire to exploit labor and pile up
profits for the System.

A vote for Wilson or a vote for
Hughes means a vote to keep this
menacing process going.

A vote for Benson means a vote for
lower prices, for American con-
sumption of American products, for
the beginning of the end of the Sys-
tem.

[ —

Frank P. Walsh, chairman of the
committee on industrial relations, has
written a letter to John D. Rockefel-
ler, Jr., since the supreme ceurt of
Colorado rendered its decision fixing
the responsibility for the crimes of
Colorado upon the Rockefeller re-
gime, calling upon the young Sunday
school teacher to abdicate his auto-
cratic control of the workers, but it
is not likely that he will do so until
the abdication is wrested from his
plutocratic dynasty by the workers
themselves.

Read and think and stuay and the
licht w'il dawn and (ke nisot  of
slav.ry will end.

R ——

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST,

SEPTEMBER 16, 1916.

Clubs of Four or More, 40 We’eké, 25 Cents.

- m—————— S

o ———————— m—

w——
——

ﬁenry -Dubb Walks On T_he Same Street With Mrs. AGrab-It’All_ -

“WHY You DuBBTLOoK AT THAT
WHERE <
*DIDYou

“(FIND IT2

—
——

ED, RAGGED
=

By RYAN

! I;m A HenRY DUBB ¥

p——

WALKER.

NRIETTA

ORKERS ON the subway,

surface and surface lines in

New York City are now in re-
volt against the intolerable condi-
tions that have kept them practically
in a state of serfdom.

Immediately the strike was de-
clared, Theodore P. Shonts, traction
monarch, president of the Inter-
borough Rapid Transit Co. wired
James T. Waddell, one of the nation’s
strike breaker chiefs, to come to his
assistance. Waddell was in Chicago
and left for New York City imme-
diately on a special train over the
New York Central. Waddell, before
leaving for the scene of his new ac-
tivities, said he had 5,000 strike-
breakers already in New York.

Capitalism’s Most Brutal Crime.

It will be remembered that “Jim-
mie” Waddell is the strikebreaker
chief and leader of gunmen who led
the capitalist forces against the
strikers in the rebellion of the copper
miners in Northern Michigan. This
was the strike where scores of
children were burned to death on

portation of Charles H. Moyer, pre-
sident of the Western Federation of
Miners, capitalism’s most brutal
crime.

An excellent idea of the character
of the gang of assassins and cut-
throats that  Strikebreaker Chief
Wadde!ll is now leading against the
workers of New York City can be
gained from a story just published
in The Cleveland Plain ‘Dealer.
This story is that of a trainload of
strikebreakers intended for service in
case of a railroad strike. But a strike
breaker is a strike breaker, whether
he is to be used to break a railroad
or a street «~ar strike.

The lurid headlines in The Plain
Dealer read as follows: “WHOLE
TRAIN OF STRIKE BREAKERS IN
RIOT, ONE SLAIN; Man Shot Dead
After Calling Police as Five Coaches
of Battling Rail Recruit: Reach
Bratenahl; Knives Flash, Guns Pop
and Bottles Splinter Before Officers
Rush to Gordon Park; SUSPECT
TAKEN AFTER CHASE BY AUTO-
MOBILE; Clash between Chicago and
St. Louis Factions Causes Killing of
Informer”.

In Capitalist Sheet, Too!

Here is the story of capitalism’s
“heroes”, the private army of the
moneyed plutocracy. How did it ever
get into a capitalist sheet? Read it:
|  “Leaving behind it one passenger
‘rmaurdered by a bullet and mangled
.under car wheels, another dying, two
lothers bearing knife and broken bot-

'y

back again.

Subscription Plan,

Advertising, Cuts,
will be furnished

LIMITED NUMBER OF DATES

are available for

RYAN WALKER

Creator of the world famous Henry Dubb and
staff-cartoonist of The American Socialist.

Comrade Walker’s Chalk Lectures make

a hit wherever they appear.
cent of the Locals that had him want him

Dates available only east of the Missis-
sippi and south of New York.

Terms: Flat Rate $25

can Socialist six-month sub-cards $50.
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A deposit of $10 must accompany application.
Wire your reservation at once

Speakers’ Bureau

Socialist Party
803 West Madison Street

Ninety-five per

including 200 Ameri-

Newspaper Write-Ups

Chicago, Ill.

Christmas Eve, followed by the de-!

‘‘Heroes’”’ Of Capitalism, Enroute To Break
Railroad Strike,wKiII And Maim Each Other

tle wounds and a score more in the
hands of police, an ill fated train
load of rairload strike breal.ers pull-
ed slowly westward out of Cleveland.

“After they had heen searched by
police at a half doen cities for weap-
ons, after a score or more of their
number had been arrested at various
points for various offenses, after
they had been stoned at one station
by a gathering of striking molders
and after they had indulged in a
food riot at Erie, Pa., the troubles of
the passengers culminated in a fatal
riot at E. 79th street and the New
York Central tracks.

“While the riot was at its height,
while knives were flashing, while bot-
tles were splintering against the seats
and walls, while bullets from a dozen
heavy caliber revolvers were crashing
thru the train from end to end, Con-
'ductor W. E. Stewart, 16812 Endora-
road N. E,, unable to cope with the
situation, pulled the bell rope that
brought the train to a stop. A few
minutes later police from Bratenahl
and Cleveland stations were con-
verging upon the train from all
‘directions. -

- Find Man Dead on Track.

“Across the track in the rear of
the train lay a man, as yet uniden-
tified, a bullet thru his heart and
his rightyleg crushed off above the
ankle by the wheels of the frain. On
the floor of a coach lay John Hagerty,
38, of Lawrence, Mass., bleeding from
a stab wound below the heart, and
Albert Davis, 38, Chicago, uncon-
scious and bleeding from a wound on
his head caused by a bottle. The
floors of the cars were strewn with
broker fragments of dozens of bot-
tles used in the fray.

“The train had barely stopped when
Edward J. Brennan, 48, of St. Louis,
alighted and started on the run
thru Rockefeller Boulevard. A few
minutés later Lieut. Patriek Clarke
of the Brantenahl police and Sergt.
Frank Smith of the thirteenth pre-
cinct took Brennan’s trail. From pic-

vicinity the officers received informa-
tion that led them on differeat trails.

“Ten minutes later Sergt. Smith,
after pressing an auto into service,
overtook the fleeing man on Hillock
road N. E. near the park ard placed
him under arrest.

Police Surround Trai=.

“In the meantime police from the
thirteenth second, fourth and cen-
tral police stations rushed to the
tracks in autos, surroupded the train
and rounded up all of fhe passengers
who had taken part in the affair and
a number of witnesses. The prison-
ers were sent to the thirteenth pre-
cinct station at Superior avenue N. E.
and E. 79th street.

“Chief of Police W. S. Rowe laid
aside his work at headquarters and
hurried to the precinet stativn, where
he took charge of the investigation.

“The detective department at head-
quarters was notified, but had no
auto in which to respond quickly.
Members of the department, however,
made their way to the scene, in bor-
rowed machines and by street car.
After Chief Rowe arrived he turned
his car over to the detectives.

“A charge of murder was placed
against Edward J. Brennan and Car-
rol Boyd, 31, while the charge of
shooting to kill was vplaced against
John Hagerty, 35. The thiee men
claim St. Louis as home. Morris
Bihoff, 16, of Chicago, who took no
part in the.fracas beyond that of be-
ing one of the parties attacked, was
charged with delinquency. Several
others were held on charges of carry-
ing concealed weapons, while the re-
mainder, about fifteen, are being held
as witnesses.

How Trouble Started.

“The trouble was caused primarily
by the fact that the car containing
St. Louis m2n was run between two
cars containing Chicago men. To
pass from one of their cars to the
other the Chicago men had to go
thru the St. Louis car and this led
to objections by the St. Lovis men.

“One story obtained by the police
was that a Chicago man who had
been winning at “craps” passed thru
the St. Louis car counting his money
when a St. Louis car man knocked it
out of his hand. Another story is that
two Chicago men were passing thru
the St. Louis car to get a drink of

out. :

“As well as the police could patch
it up from the tales of excited parti-
cipants and witnesses, the story
runs that Brennan, Boyd, Hagerty
and several others drew revolvers and
began firing as the train neared the
E. 105th street station. A passenger,
unknown to the police, climbed to the
roof of a car and went forward at
the risk of his life to the engine cab
where he told the engine crew what
was happening and demanded that
the train be stopped.

“At the E. 105th street depot the

train stopped for a couple of minutes.

nickers at the park and others in thel-

water they had been ordered to stay|:

A passenger, known as “Curley,”’
who later found a resting place in
the county morgue, . left the train,
dashed to the Bratenahl police sta-
tion and gave the alarm, then ran:
back to the train. :

“Curley entered the car, attempted
to stop the fight and was forced at
the point of a revolver to back out
onto the paltform where he was
standing when shot. Some of the wit-!
nesses told police that ‘Curley’, when
he was shot, fell between the cars to
the track where his leg was amputat-
ed. Others said the man who did the
shooting lifted ‘Curley’ and dropped
him between the cars. ‘

Fight With Knives. |

“Inside the car, while the p]atform’
scene was being enacted, Charles E.!
Roden, 26, of New York, the police!
were told sprang upon John Hagerty
and stabbed him under the heart.!
Hagerty then, the police were told,!
fired at Roden, the bullet striking:
Roden just under the heart. Roden:
was taken to Glehville hospital where‘
is was said ne will die. Hagerty and
Davis also were taken to Glenville|
hospital. After their wounds were'
treated they were driven to police!
headquarters and then taken back!
to the hospital. '

“The fight culminated while the
train was standing at the spet where
Sarah Bernhardt, the actress, while!
playing in Cleveland, had her pri-|
vate car parked to get away from'
the noise and bad air of the city.

“The train was a special and con-
sisted of five cars filled with men
engaged to act as strike breakers in
case the railroad brotherhoods went
on strike. The men were recruited
from St. Louis, Chicago, Detroit, To-!
ledo and Cleveland. They were taken !
to New York city last week, and
when Jdanger of the strike was past,
were started back west.”

Now can you imagine the wave
of crime that will break loose in
New York City when Waddell’s
army of 5,000 “heroes” get busy?

No Doubt About It!

There is no doubt sbout that great
drift of sentiment among the farmers
toward Socialism. Read “The Organ-
ized Farmer”, issued by the American
Society of Equity at Wausau, Wisec.,
and you will get the feeling thav all
of the farmars are coming our way.
Two letters of especial interest are
published in the current issue. The
first one comes from Reserve, Mont.,
and is in part as follows:

“I can’t vote for Wilson or Hughes
because I don't believe in Prostitu-
tion, Slavery or Wholesale Murder
(or war) as you may term it: I don’t
believe the above men believe it but
their parties do and their backbones
are weak and turn toward Wall
Street. I will vote for Benson be-
cause he believes that women should
have their franchise and wants to
give them a chance to save their sons
from being slaughtered in the battle-
fields and save their daughters from
brutality. I have helped buy tco many
automobiles for drones and can’t have
one myself. I vote for Bemson because
the farm mortgages are increasing
and the American farmers are
steadily becoming peons, which should
not be.”

Then there is H. Dillabsugh, of
]Missoula, Mont.,, who writes as fol-
lows:

“You ask your readers to state
{their preference for president and
1 give reason for it.

“If T didn’t know a thing about
the socialist platform but knowing
the history of the other two parties
it is very easy for me to tell why I
DON'T want to vote for either one
of the vuld parties.

“I find that about fifty years ago
there was one of the damndest con-
spiracies formed to enslave the
American people that was ever
thought of in or out of hell and that
the conspirators have at present ab-
solute control of both parties and
that every vote cast for either one
is simply a nail driven in the coffin
of this republic. So, my dear broth-
ers and sisters, take your choice,
vote to destroy the nation by up-
holding the present system or vote a
protest or stay at_ home.”

If the old party political managers’
can get any comfort out of these let-
lers they are certainly entitled to it.

[l

Jennie A. McGehe, Socialist state
secretary for Colorado, writes that
she has just reccived an application
for a charter from Nederland, Colo.,
in the heart of the tungsten boom.
The applicatien was signed by the
mayor and city marshall. The mayor
of the city was elected secretary of
the new local. “So the Socialists, un-
Jike other parties, capture iowns be-
fore election”, comments Secretary
McGehe. “They come over to us
bodily”.

SOME SOCIALIST HISTORY.

U. S. Senator Jim Ham Lewis, of
1llinois, democrat, gave his inter-
pretation of the birth of the Socialist
Party at a session of the “Million-
aire’s Club” in Washington the other
day. All Socialists will recognize his
interpretation as not being historical-
ly correct, but it is worth printing
anyway. Here it is as reported in The
Call, the New York Socialist daily,
recently:

“The Socialist party of the United
States was the child of the hesitancy
and delay of Grevar Cleveland in
using the power of the Federal gov-
ernment to break the Debs' railroad
strike of the early nineties,” declared

Senator James Hamilton Lewis, of.

Illinois, in the Senate this morning.

Lewis was nettled at certain state-
ments made by Hughes in St. Louis in
criticism of President Wilsor’s inter-
vention to stop the threatened strike
of the brotherhoods.

Furthermore, certain Republican
papers were slamming Wilson and
finding him -wanting in statesmanship
when weighed in the balance along
with  Cleveland and Roosevelt. He
charged the time was ripe to garner
the political fruit of the step-strike
law, and he proceeded to the harvest.

Cleveland waited until the in-
dustrial war broke before he took a
hand in the fracas, said Lewis. L3

“Cleveland  hesitated, debated,
floundered as to whether he would
advance or retreat in the exercise of
the power of the Federal govern-
ment,” argued Lewis.

“Violence grew and multiplied,
freight transportation was blocked,
farm products rotted on the ground.
In the imperial city of Chicago blood
bespattered the sidewalks, law and
order were prostrate before the for-
ces of riot.

“Out of that railway strike was
born the Socialist party as a protest
against the competitive system be-
tween . business men,” exclaimed
Lewis, with a pitiful tremor in his
voice and the impending menace of
2,000,000 votes for Benson and Kirk-
patrick looming up before his eyes.

“The Socialist party,” reiterated
Lewis, “was the child of the hesitan-
cy that actuated President (leveland
in Federal intervention in the railway
strike of 1893.”

Roosevelt wavered more criminally
in the coal strike than did Cleveland
in the Debs’ strike, as Lewis saw it.

“Roosevelt fiddled along for five
months out of fear of the coal bar-
ons of America,” argued Lewis.

At this point in his denunciation of
Roosevelt, Lewis demanded that a
group of Senators sitting behind him
stop their talking and either give him
their attention or beat it. Martin, of
Virginia, was one of the offenders
mentioned and did beat it.

“Roosevelt waited until industrial
war broke before he took a hand to
stay the strike,” continued Lewis.

“He waited until tcain service was
blocked, factions silent, women mur-
dered and children died of hunger.
Finally, when public opinion arose in
its outraged majesty and demanded
intervention on the part of the Fed-
eral Government, then, and not till
then, did the doughty Rooscvelt un-
limber and secure the appointment of
a commission of arbitratien.”

CAMPAIGN FUND STORIES.

“We have just received a check for
$20 contributed to our campaign fund
by the printers of Typographical
Union, No. 6, “Big Six” of New York
City, employed in the composing
room of The New York Times”, re-
ports the campaign manager in the
Debs’ district down in Indiana.

Peter J. Flanagan, who sent the
contribution and signed himself,
“Yours for Socialism”, wrote as fol-
lows:

“The boys in the New York Times
composing room, members «f Typo-
graphical Union, No. 6, send you the
enclosed $20 for your campeaign ex-
penses. We want you and others like
you in legislative halls, because we
are sure yow will not betray us as so
many others ‘have done in the past.”

Guess that is going some! This
surely indicates the attitude this year
of the forward-looking trade union-
ists in the country, even in the ranks

of some of the most conservative
unions.
In almost the same mail comes

$2.50 from Comrade J. D. Farr, of
Watertown, N. Y. He asked Comrade

bution.

“Comrade Farr is a milk pedlar and
has worked hard all his life”, writes
Comrade Lynch. “He is a life-long
cripple. A truer or more honest man

ist! He is liked by all and he says
he would work nights and Sundays
if he could to help the Cause. Let me
tell you that there are wavm hearts
for ’Gene down here. I am vours for
putting the world right side up”.
And these are the stories of only
two of the contributions to the So-
cialist campaign fund this year!

T. H. Lynch to send in his contri-]

never lived. And, Oh! Such a Social-

From The Firing Line

Here is a message from the firing
line that we want to pass on tc every
reader of The American Soctalist.
This comrade knows how {o distribute
literature and do it right. Read what
he says:

Chdrleston, Miss.,, Aug 28, 1916.

American Socialist,

803 W. Madison St., Chicago, Ill..

Dear Comrades:—I am enclos-
ing 60c together with six names
to put on the sub list. I made my
first distribution yesterday. This .
is a Mill Town and there are
about 60 ‘company houses here,
most of them occupied hy mill
workers. I left one of Ameringer’s
booklet’s “Socialism, What- it is
and How to Get it” at each of the
houses. together with the Benson
leaflet No. 1. I met the general
manager as I was on my way,
whose salary is $10,000 -1 year.
I am acquainted with him but did
not know just how he was going
to feel about my distribution of
Socialist literature. I thought
best to put on a bold front, how-
ever, so I. handed him one. As I
did so I told him he need: not get
scared -as Socialism would not
hurt him as he was a worker as
well as the rest and Socialism
would only change his boss and
probably raise his pay. He smiled
as he took the booklet and said,
“Oh they have some very good
principles”. I was surprised to
see how the people received the
literature. .1 rapped at each door
and handéd it to them with the
name Socialism foremogt as I
wished to see just how they
would receive it. Not one refused
to take it tho some few looked a
little reluctant. To those I told
not to be afraid of the name, as
that name had been greatly mis-
representead.

I am a lone Socialist here but
I don't think I will be alone very
long. ‘I shall try to organize a
local here. I do wish I couvld af-
ford to have a good speaker come.
I have never seen people so ready
to listen to the message.

Forgive me for worrying you
with this long letter but you see
I have to talk to some Socialists

" and there.are none here but me.
Comrades, if we had the funds to
flood the: country with speakers
as well as’ literature, we would
sure make the Plutes sit vp and
take notice after the votes were
counted next November,

Fraternally,
F. L. Borland,

Box 163, Charleston, Miss.

Tt iz better, far better, to ’and up
than to crawl; to be a man thun to be
a tiave.

|{The Million Bime Column

Conducted by
MAX SHEROVER.

Total numbker of dimes received up
to and including Saturday, Sept. 9:

47,354

This shows a gain of 3,253 dimes

‘| since last report.

At this writing every Local Secre-
tary in the United States is in pos-
session of one of the famous ‘banks.
Most of the banks are on the job.
Many of them are on their return trip
to headquarters. As fast as these
come in they will be rushed out again
to the comrades'and friends on our
waiting list.

There are a good many readers of
this paper who could well afford to
handle one of these banks. You must
realize that the magnitude ‘of thig
years’ great campaign can he limite
only by the funds at the disposal o
this office. By- getting a bank. loade
you are doing your share inthe most
effective manner to help swell the
Campaign Fund.

WHAT THEY SAY. ]
Comrade Mrs. Eva Cook, Ga Cen‘

ter, Wash,, writes: “Am returning th
bank containing as many dimes as w
could get into it. You can send our
25 per sent share of -dts contents to
the State Headquarters. Our Local
does not need it, the state office does.”
We will do that Comrade Cock.

“As Secretary of Local Everet}
No. 1, T am instructed to write youm
for 26 more dime banks for the colr
lection of campaign funds. Rush then
as soon as possible,” writes Comrade
Peter Husby, Everett, Wash. They’re
on their way, Comrade Husby. i

M. Goldhamer, McKees Rocks, Pa.,
writes: “Am sending back, by re-
gistered mail, Bank No. 310, loaded
to capacity with brand new dimes.
If possible send me four more banks
which I will circulate where they will
give a good account of themselves.”
Four banks are on their way to you
Comrade. ’

Comrade Edward Barrett, of Local
Mount Vernon, N. Y., wants ten more
banks. They've gone forward to him.

Comrade C. E. Odell, of Staples,
Minn., writes: “Here’s Dime Bank
1751 loaded to the muzzle Please
return .it when unloaded at head-
quarters. I think the bank 1dea is 4
great one for raising money. It took
me a day and half to fill mine and
I did not finish collecting.” He also
submits a list of four names te which
banks are to be sent.

C. Omrade, Marshall, Wash,
writes: “Sending back Bank Neo. 1164
as full as possible. Return it again
and we'll get it filled again, and may-
be again and again. “That’s the
spirit! :

“Inclosed please find our FIFTH
CHECK ($7.70) to the Million Dime
Campaign Fund. These dimes are col-
lected by readers of “Laisve® (Liber-
ty), a Lithuanian semi-weekly,”
writes Comrade Leo Pruscika, 1its
editor. This makes a total of $74.80
contributed by the Lithuanian com-
rades towards the Million Dime Fund.
They are certainly doing their share.

o }

HAMLET IN HEAVEN.

A remarkable book purporting to have been
written by Shakespeare to cclebrate the fourth
centennary of his death. Takes the characters
of the play of Hamlet, and shows how they
“mixed it” in the other world before they
found peace and happiness. A five act play.
Fred D. Warren pronounces it “One of the
finest things I ever read. The pictures are
striking and beautiful, the language it superp;
the humor is infectious, and the philosophy
very much like my own conception of the
future, if there is a future, must be.” Debs
says of it: ‘I read it thru to Mrs. Debs at a
sitting, and she thinks it wonderful.” It
doesn’t matter in the least what you think
of the claims of the book, as William Marion
Reedy, of the St. Louis Mirror, says, “it Is
worth the fifty cents asked for it. It is
published by The New World, Lincoln Phifer’s

Paper-Magazine, Girard, Kansas. :

JUST

All are four payge leaflete.

or over.

just jarred loose.

vigorjously.' that 1t makes you mad

a smashing blow at Militarism and

NEW CAMPAIGN LEAFLETS

Hot Off The Bat

The following new leaflets are just coming off the press at the
National Office. More are to follow very shortly. But these are going

into type and will be ready for shipment by the time the orders are in.
Every one of these is a brand new leaflet,—right up to date—live stuff

that will burn up the enemy’s opposition.

Price 20c por 100; $1.50 per 1,000; $1.15 per 1,000 in lots of 5,000 }

GET SOME FRESH AMMUNITION AND GO AFTER THE
PLUTES.

1. By John M. Work,—“THE GOLD BRICK TWINS”—shows up
the two old parties—rips all the fuzzy splinters off their platforms and
shows there is no difference between them—both trying to put over a.
gold brick on the people. Just the thing to hand to the man that has

2. By Geo. R. Kirkpatrick,—~“WHAT WE HAVE AND WHAT WE
WANT”—tells you what we have under capitalism so clearly and so

clearly -and definitely what we Socialists want—one of the best brief
presentations of our ideas ever written.

3. By -James K. Maurer,—“A HEART TO HEART TALK WITH
UNION MEN”—a straight appeal to union labor by the President of the
Pennsylvania State Federation—an arzument that no trades unionist can -
dodge—ought to be read by every trades unionist in the United States.

4. By A. M. Simons,—“AMERICA DECIDES THIS YEAR"—

denupciation of capitalism for its murderous war policies—and shows
the Socalist Party and its rrogram the only way to peace.

SELECT YOUR LEAFLET NOW.
ORDER TODAY. THESE LEAFLETS WILL GO FAST,

Socialist Partyv

803 WEST MADISON STREET, CHICAGO.
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clear thru—then tells you just as

War—literally on fire with the

BE PREPARED.
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