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‘“Preparedness’’ and
Poverty.

—

By EUGENE V. DEBS.

HE industrial condition of

the toiliﬁg masses in this
country is set forth clearly and
shockingly in the report of the
United States Commisgion on
Industrial Relations. The facts
and figures here presented and
supporied by incontrovertible
proof tell the tragic story of
labor’s poverty-stricken and
wretched condition under the
prevailing industrial system.
One-third of all the workers in
the land are the victims of
chronic poverty and one-fifth of
the whole number are in a state
of continuous unemployment,
and to protect this beneficent
system = and perpetuate this
delectable condition, a program
of “preparedness” has been
formulated by the ruling class
which appeals in clarion tones
to the patriotic fervor of every
poverty-stricken toiler in the
land.

The zeal and ardor and burn-
ing “patriotism” of the barons
of industry, the pirates and
buccancers ofi the high seas of
labor, is of course readily under-
stood, but how ahy workingman
or any sympathizer with the
workingelass can fall for this
plutocratic conspiracy to estab-
lish a military dictatorship, and
thereby huttress the industrial
system which robs, pauperizes
“and brutalizes the great mass of
honest toilers, is not so easy to
account for.

* * * W

» CAPITALIST “preparedness”
means the security of this
nation’s robbers against the
same class of robbers of other
nations. To the workingclass it
means that the class that robs
and impoverishes them is in
danger and .that it is their
“patriotic”.duty to fight and die
Jike mard heasts, to perpetuate
the plutocratic misrule -of their
thieving, plundering masters
and their own poverty, servility
and degradation. .

Danger to the ruling class is
a thing to rejoice over and take
advantage of, and not to worry
over and prepare against. The
ruling class owns the nation,
controls the government, and
waxes fat on the spoils wrung
from the workingclass. Let the
ruling clasgs fight their own wars
and defend their own booty. The
workers they have despoiled
owe them’ no allegiance or pro-
tection and the workers them-
selves have nothing to protect
but their poverty and nothing
to lose but their chains. . :

- Plutocracy, patriotism, pre-
paredness, poverty and pauper-
~ism are interlinked in the mili-
tary program of Wall Street,
and if the workers are not
totally blind they will steer
clear of that devil’s snare and
launch a scheme of preparedness

. of their own for the day coming

when they will have to fight for
their lives, if they are not to be
completely crushed beneath the
jron hoof of a military auto-
cracy.

* & K X

NO WORKINGMAN has any
husiness to enlist in a capitalist
class war or fight a capitalist
class battle.

It is our duty to enlist in our
own war and’ fight our own
battles. But first of all we shall
have to organize, equip, train
y and this
army consists of the industrially
and politically organized work-
ers of the land, and when the
capitalists declare war on one
another, it is then for us to de-
clare war on them all, paralyze
industry by the general strike,
and fight every battle for the
overthrow of the ruling class
and their ravaging, plunder-
ing, war-breeding, man-killing,
heart-breaking, soul-destroying
system, and for the emancipa-
tion of the workingclass and the
bhrotherhood and peace of all the
world.

Oklahoma Socialists have won an-
other victory—this time in the courts.
Reversing the district court of Mec-
Lain County, the state supreme court
has held that Mark Reader, Sociakst,
was rvegularly elected sheriff of Mec-
Lain -county in the elections last

- November.

Two important national unions of
textile workers in England have con-
solidated and put an end to jurisdic-
tional contentions. It is announced
that after the war quite a number of
rade unions will' amalgamate, '

THE FOOL PHILOSOFHE,

By LINCOLN PHIFER

Mr. Wilson, you are.a philosopher.
You say mighty pretty things.

Nevertheless, you are a fool. You
are still a sophomore in the school of
economics-—a wise fool.

]
i

You want to spend a haif billion
dollars and don’t want {o horvow
money. That’s rot. Your superiors,
thic plutocrats, will very soon rut a
crimp in that scheme.

i

You hope to stop war while keeping
up the private control of industry, the
thing that promotes war—that is
foolishness. You will find it out in

time. - i

A i

You want Uncle Sam to begin a;
merchant marine, and then surrender |
it to private interests. Thal is assin-
inity if not criminality. Why should|
ke not monopolize transporiation? i
|

But in your message o congress!
and thru congress to the Amcrican!
people you said two mouthsful. You;
probably said more than you mcant to
say.

“THOSE WHO GIVE THEM
FMPLOYMENT — THOSE FOR
WHOSE BENEFIT AND PROTEC-:
TION THEY WOULD IN FACT EN-
LIST.” You said that, Mr. Wilson,
referring to capitalists.

The first statement above is too
silly for a school boy to be graded “m”
on. The masters of the bread do not
furnish anyone employment. They
even now are keeping two million men
out of employment.

But your second statement is true.
I hope every American worker will
read and reread it. I hope they will
remember that it comes from you,
Mr. Wilson, It is authoritative.

“For whose benefit and protection
they would enlist.” That gives the
plot away. Preparedness is for the
“benefit and protection” of the capital-
ists. It is for nothing else.

You said .it, Mr. Wilson. It should
defeat the administration plot for the
overthrow of free institutions through
the establishment of a military
despotism. )

Remember that, Mr. Worker, when
Jou. are -asked to enlist: It :is all
“FOR THE BENEFIT AND PRO-
TECTION” of the capitalist. Prepar-
edness is “FOR THE BENEFIT AND
PROTECTION” of the capitalist.

Socialists have told you this over|
and over and you would not believe it.
Now President Wilson himself tells
you. And you will vote for him or
some other man with the same idea
of government.

But, Mr. Wikon, you said some-
thing else that was notable. You said
more perhaps than you intended to
say. It was a good utterance. It was
lfror(r; the philosophical side of your
read.

“WHEN ANY GOVERNMENT
SHALL BE FOUND INADEQUATE
OR CONTRARY TO COMMON
BENEFIT, PROTECTION AND
SECURITY OF THE PEOPLE, A
MAJORITY HAS AN INDISPUT-
ABLE, INALIENABLE AND IN-
DEFENSIBLE RIGHT TO REFORM,
ALTER OR ABOLISH.IT.? :

[ —

That is the right of revolution. It
is not your idea, Mr. Wilson, but
quoted. You do not believe in the
revolution that would take from
private hands the control and ad-
ministration of industry.

Yet you do, almost. You suggest
it for times of war. Yet you would
not protect the workers from the
lords of Colorado and the tyrants of
the seas-—that is, owners of sea
vessels,—in times of peace.

I know why you suggested revol-
ution, Mr. Wilson. It stands out so
plainly anyone can see it. You apply
the words to Mexico. But you really
meant them for Canada, the only
country on the western continent that
“belongs” to a European nation.

It is expected that you'will deny
that you meant Canada, Mr. Wilson,
but the inference is too plain to be
misunderstood. It would not do for
vou to speak openly. But if Canada
was to rebel and the British empire
go to pieces — —.

Then Germany only would be to
thrash, until “America” would become
dominant of the world—until Amer-
ican capitalism, with a merchant
marine and all power turned to it,
would be absolutely supreme.

This is why you fulminate against
the Germans. Let Germany eat up
England, then let American workers
chew Germany for the American
capitalists to digest—*“those for
whose benefit and protection they
would in foct enlist.”

1t is plain now why you want Pan-
Americanism. You want all the
nations on the western continent, in-
cluding Canada, to help American
capitalists against Europe. It is plain
why you want “preparedness”, Mr.
Wilson.

And it is a great scheme. It is
worthy of a philosopher—if it were
not so foolish. It will catch many. But
WHERE, DOES THE AMERICAN
WORXER COME IN, MR. WILSON?
How is he to be protected? Is there
anything he owns in the nation that

he is justified in defending? 4. -
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than vou are.

YOU ARE A FIGUREHEAD, MR. WILSON

OU ASKED Mr. Rockefeller to arbitrate with his slaves, and he ignored your request.
T'he plutocrat snubbed you.
You asked the governor of Utah to give a worker, sentenced to be shot without a fair
trial, another hearing, and he ignored you. The standpat politician was greater than you.
You were told that shipping of munitions of wa® (o Europe would bring "America into
war, and you said you could not prevent-it. The international armament trust was greater

Now. that the army contracts have made Morgan and his set of treacherous criminals
many millions of dollars, you are coolly told by them that their action has so angered Europe
that a war threatens, and you at once demand preparation that will, betore we are thru with
it, cost the American people ten billion dollars.. You are a dough man, Mr. Wilson.

You are as bad as Buchanan, a Democratic president who preceded yvou. Buchanan said
he had no power to prevent the slave states from seceding from the union. Buchanan’s action
cost the lives of a million mer and the expenditure of billions of treasure. '

You, Mr. Wilson, are falling into the hands of traitors and exploiters. You are preparing
the way for a military plutecracy. ‘

Are you a coward or are you criminal, Mr. Wilson? We cannot believe that a student
of history like you is merely ignorant.

Yemocrats Join Republicans in

Betrayal of Nation to Militarism

the Democracy fo meet the legislative needs ol

By MEYER LONDON
Socialist Congressman.
(Written Especially For The American Socialist.)

RESIDENT Wilson™ message has clari-
fied the political atmosphere to this cx-

l tent: we now know that
alone can be depended upon as a

the fight for the ideals of peace next year. The
| Democratic administration has definitely joined
the Republicans in the betrayal of the country

to militarism.

The Democratic party is following its old,

tradition of inconsistency and

No sooner does it take a step forward in con-
structive legislation than it makes haste to re-
treat two steps by reactionary decision. If the
President’s message is to be accepted as a fore-
cast of the policy of his party in the campaign
of 1916, then it is clear that besides raising tne

dangerous anc‘r.‘indefensible issue
—an issue which will poison the

of the country—and yielding to the demands
of militarism, the Democratic party offers no
issue upon which the people are fo vote -next

November.

* * x *

THE INDUSTRIAL program of the Demo-

cracy seems to be exhausted,

labor issue had been met and all labor problems
solved. There is a mere mention of industrial

and vocational education.

Would not one have been justified, after the
report of the United States Commission on
Industrial Relations, in expecting some hint,
some suggestion of a remedy for the industrial
evils which that Commission has revealed and

analyzed? Yet not a hint nor
found in the message.
the President does not consider

iperformed by the Commission to be worthy
even a passing mention. This fact throws a
brilliant light upon the mental preparedness of

More astounding still,

the Socialists
party to make

an industrial nation.

.The whole burden of the message is military
preparedness—-more guns, more dreadnaughts,
more soldiers.

But not all the dreadnaughts,

not all the guns, not all the prospective millions
-of uniformed soldiers that under the admin-
istration’s plan would be added to our national
armament could compensate the United States
for that loss of strength and that deep wound
which will be caused by the attempt to divide
the people into “loyal” and ‘“disloyal”.

Socialists will repudiate and resist the im-

plication of racial divisions within our country.

incompetence.

of the hyphen
very civic life

* * * *

Republicans and Democrats in the House last
Tuesday vied in. applauding the announcement
of this new inquisition. Between our position
and theirs the line is drawn.
the American people to assert the finer frater-
nalism that has characterized .the ideal of this
nation, now when the old party leaders have
forgotten that ideal.

We nlead with

THE DECLARATION on the Filipino is
characteristic. The solemn statement is made
that it is our duty to keep our promises to the
helpless and to those dependent upon us. After

this announcement we discover that no hope of
emancipation is held out to the Filipino.

just as if the taxation.

Nor is there in the message a new idea on
The accumulated fortunes which
have been shown’ to besuch a source of danger
and corruption are not threatened by taxatjon,

so far as one can gather from this statement.

suggestion is

the vast work

ploiters,

The inheritance tax idea has been spurned.

Altogether it seems that the stock of new
ideas of the Democracy has been exhausted,
and that the party expects to thrive on intensi-
fying national prejudices and on following the
well-known method of the governments of
Europe, in keeping the eyes of the people
directed toward distant and imaginary enemies
so that they shall not see the real enemies of
the -people—the industrial magnates and ex-

MANY STANDARD BEARERS ARE
NOMINATED BY MEMBERSHIP.

When this issue of The American
Socialist went to press, Executive
Secretary Walter Lanfersiek and four
employes of’/ the Socialist Party
national office were busy tabulating
the nominations for presidential and
vice presidential candidates for 1916,
and for national executive committee
and executive secretary.

The nominations for president and
vice president had just been counted
and we are able this week to give the
names of the leading nominees and
the number of nominations each
received as follows:

FOR PRESIDENT: Eugene V.
Debs, 468; Charles Edward Russell,
207; Allan T.. Benson, 147; Emil Sei-
del, 90; ¥red D. Warren, 8; Victor
L. Berger, 38; J. Stitt Wilson,
Seymour Stedman, 29; George R.
Kirkpatrick, 28; Arthur Le Sueur, 15;
James H. Maurer, 14, and Adolph
Germer, 10.

FOR VICE PRESIDENT: . Emil
Seidel, 248; Allen L. Benson, 130;
Kate Richards O'Hare, 121; Fred D.
Warren, 109; Charles Edward Russell,
108; J. Stitt Wilson, 59; James H.
Maurer, 48; George R. Kirkpatrick,
43; Victor Berger, 38; Adolph Germer,
22; Arthur LeSueur, 21; George R.
Lunn, 19; Seymour Stedman, 19;
Duncan McDonald, 16; Meyer London,
13, and Morris Hillouit, 12.

The first nominations were received
Nov. 10. The time for receiving
nominations closed Dec. 10. During
that month it required all the time
of one person to tabulate the returns.
There has been a greater response in
this than in any preceding referen-
dum. The complete results will be
next week. A short time will be
allowed for acceptances and then the

names of the candidates who have.

accepted will be submitted to the

membership.
B
The daily laber paper printed by the
trade unions of Paris has suspended
publication. The hard times resilting
from the war is the principal reason
given, although some internal differ-
ences respecting the attitude taken by
the unjons :in relation te.the conflict
were contributing causes. ‘

31;

The fight has opened in Washing-
ton for the printing of at least 200,-
000 capies of the report of the Com-
mission on Industrial Relations, so
that the people who most need it—
those who cannot afford to buy a copy
-—can get a report of the findings of
the commission. The fight has the
united support of the labor unions and
Socialists of the nation and practi-
cally every working class organiza-
tion. A strong element in Congress
is aiming to pass a resolution direct-
ing the printing of an adequate supply
of free copies. Senator Ashhurst will
lead the fight in the Senate for the
printing of the report and Repre-
sentative Lewis will lead the House
fight.

* * ok

The American Association for La-
bor Legislation will hold its ninth an-
nual convention in Washington, Dee.
98-29. The sessions will be devoted to
the consideration of the La Follette
seamen’s law, health insurance for
wage-earners, industrial hygiene in
relation to dangerous trades, child la-
bor, protection for female wage-
earners and similar questions. - The
dlosing meeting of the convention
promises to be of special interest. It
is to be held jointly with the Pan-
American. Scientific Congress and
eight representative speakers from
South and North America will outline
the progress made in industrial
hygiene in the different republics. The
Association” announces” that all inter-
.ested members of the public are in-
vided to attengl t-l:e meeting.

E E L

*

The New Jersey Federation of
Labor has begun agitation against the
proposed \ State constabulary bill,
which the big manufacturers hope will
bring the notorious Cossacks to that
State as professional strikebreakers.

| All the power of organized labor is

being lined up for a fight against the
bill when it is introduced at the ogen—
ing of the legislative sessiop in Jan-
uary. The bill was up in the last
Legislature, but was defeated by hard
fighting. . 'What the result will be the
coming session with “preparedness”
setting the: politicians crazy is hard

Jto predict.

By JOSKPH E. COHEN

OUR COMING WAR

N

Coming War.”

good ones—on the same subject.
far as the writers can tell us,
know (or should know)

preparedness. What remains is
shape these up into a plea that
make ready for the war that is
ready coming.

THIS IS not an easy task.
author

about. ]
was a simple matter.

knows what he is

pected.
low peril.”

With us it is different.

T IS TIME for some one to do for
America what Bernhardi did for
Germany——-that' is, tell us of “Our

Enough hooks have been written on
the war in Europe. There has been a
Ibasketful of articles—some of them

So
we

N all about
modern military and naval strategy.

And there have been plenty of sug-
gestions oficred us along the line of

to
we
al-

One has to be convinced that the
talking
In the case of Bernhardi it
In addition to
Leing a member of the general staff,
the situation of Germany in the nest
of its enemies, surrounded by alien
boundaries, made it quite plain from
what direction danger wa# {0 be ox-
For instance, Bernhardi dird
not waste time on the so-called “yel-
Germany’s place in the
sun was not an Asiatic one—just then.

A few

years ago anyone who would have
predicted that we were to be involved

Japan was our alleged enemy.

So imminent was
Japan supposed
without honor save
to predict another war.

if the people at large are to

sake of spending our money.

in a war either with Germany or
England would have been laughed -at.

trouble with
to be that our
prophets of a little while ago are not
in their .own]|
country. Theyv should be the last ones’

Yet there must be an enemy in view

be

aroused over the national danger.
We cannot be expected to go in for
an outrageous increase imenaval and
military expenditure for the mere
We are|
not- a mnati n easily -scared—espé:’
cially by ou, ' politicians, -who -are al--
|ways frightened @t somethifig or

alone this long while?

LIST
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other, who seem to be in a perpetual
frenzy of fear. . .

THEN WHOM are we to fight?
_1f not Japan—and the limelight is
shifted to Europe at this moment—
what nation will come out of this wav
ready to have a go at us?

First of all, why have we been left
Why has the
jealousy of the nations toward each
other (harped on only in war time)
Leen nothing wiore for us than the
customary (riendly compctition- of
trade? Why have we been permitted
to -strip Spain of its Antilles, annex
Hawaii and establish ovrselves in
Asia? And why, in' the many as-
saults uobon Mexico (none so danger-
ous to Kurope as when, for example,
Presidents Taft and Diaz shook hands
on the border) have the Kuropean
governments beamed upon us?

Having selected the particular coun-
try which is to war ‘upon us, what
follows? The very simple matter of
foretelling whaf shape that conflict
will take. That is what Bernhavdi did
for Germany, and national pride com-
vels us to asert that someone can do
this for America. ’

What. a simple matter it is, to be
sure! That we shall invade Europe,
we do not imagine even our most
blinded jingoists would require. We
invaded the Philippines—and we know
what a price We paid. When it comes
to going abroad for war, it is quite
sure our jingo friends would rather
see America first.

. L d * * #®

HAVING DECIDED to stay at
hoime and wait for the enemy, where
all the resources ar¢ at our elbows,
simplifies matters still more. As the
aggressor our enemy must outnumber
us in every way, being required to do
the assaulting, to bring supplies over
o great distunce, and, after demolish-
ing our sea and coast defense, to then
actually overrun us.

Imagine the stream
forces coming down upon wus.

of hostile
We

suppose they will take the big rities|

first, but finding nothing there but
empty houses, they will then make
inroads upon us to reach the. food
tupplies. The battle line starts to
thin out. The length of the European
ling is a piece of string as against a
span across our continent. Verily it
will be “a long way to go.”

All obstacles have been surmounted
in the way of any nation’s being
ready for & war with us, when the
Huropean fire is over, in order to set
the problem before our jingo friends.
Let them start from that point—
something no one has done as yet.

As a fact, however, it is very plain

that, as a result of this-war, peacel

for Arherica was never more secure.
Qur trade has never. been a cause for
international complications since we
hroke away from Great Britain. We
have the world for our market, and
only as we undersellycan be secure
that market. We have no possessions
in Kurope, none in Africa, or Aus-
tralia or South America, and what
{coting we have  in Asia ‘is not the
despair of any European power. We
suppose Japan knows about our own-
ing the Philippines. At least Japan
has been told so by the jingoes here.
B e * *

AMERICA HAS never been called
upon to recede one step in its policy
of high protective tariff at the behest
of any European power. There is no
reason for supposing that a nation,
broken by this war, even if victor,
will suddenly discover that our gov-
ernment raust abandon its fiscal pol-
icy, whether high tariff or Demo-
cratic revenue collecting schedule, or
pay the consequences. Then what are
we to go to war about?

Or, to put it another way, can we
be drawn into g war if we do not want
it? And whether we can or no, are
we to put in our energy during peace
to prepare for war? Or are we to re-
gard war only as a very unhappy in-
terval between periods of peace?

That is, are we to prepare for war,
have it. and endure peace as some-
thing obnoxious while we prepare for
another war? Or are we to seek the
victories of peace, and let war take
care of itself ?7-——that being the way
America has always taken care of it
very effectively.

£ % *

BY WAY OF a parting shot to the
crowd that asks for preparedness, it
may be said that war nowadays as
never before is a test of physical en-
durance. The trvench is the battle-
field and the army best fitted phys-
ically, other things being equal or
secondary, counts most. What have
our jingo friends to propose in the
way of physical preparedness?

Will they adopt our program of)|

governmental assistance to the ill and
maimed by industry? Will they
stand with us to lower hours of work,
relieve the nervous tension upon
labor, and put up the standard and
wage for better living? Or will they
convict themselves out of their own
mouths that their “coming war” is
one of capital upon labor, and any
international conflict is a weapon in
that war?.

Socialists ef Toronto, Canada, nomi-
nated part of a municipal ticket, and
then the Labor Representation Com-
mittee, composed of delegates from
trade unions, endorsed the former and
nominated some additional candidates.
The feeling exists that the labor
forces have a good chance to sweep
the old town.

Military drill in the public schools
is getting some very severe jolts these
days. The Massachusetts Teachers’

| Association and the Federation of Dis-

trict Boards of Education of New
Jersey have both gone on recor:
against it. The public schools still
have a few friends in addition to the
Socialists.
_The Socialist vote in the Massachus-
eits State election was 8,740. They
heat the. %nessive porty by a
margin of 71, ’

* HELP MEYER LONDON

You can help Meyer London
carry on his fight in congress
against capitalism, militarism
.and war by distribuling each
week a bundle of {he Amcerican
Socialist. Do this now in the
campaign to carry your congres-
sional district for Socialism in
1916,

Unmask Big Business

By J. L. ENGDAHL.

s OCIALISTS in the Chicago cily
council have unmasked xome more
of the underhand methods by which
hig business seeks Lo control thesc in
public office. This unmasking process
has probably never bhefore besn as
successful as in this case.

John C. Kennedy, the Socialist
elderman from the twenty-seventih
ward, is chairman of the sub.com-
mittee of the council commilice on
schools, which forced an investigation
of the qualifications of the mayor'z
appointments to thc board of educa-
tion, before these appointments were
endorsed b%/ the city council, The
Socialist alderman was. especially
active in forcing the candidates to
declare whether they were in Tavor of
the teachers organizing into a unioun.
The board of education is now trying
to outlaw the Chicago Teachers’
Federation, which is affiliated with
organized labor.

One  of the candidates,. Charles
Tsrench, editor of The Musical Leader,
had written Ald. Kennedy that he
was in favor of permitting the.teach-
ers to organize. This seems to have
forced big business into action. Tis
methods are best exposed in a second
letter to Ald. Kennedy, wrilten by
Ffrench, reading as follows:

INVITED TO LUNCH.

“Having expressed myself in
reply to questions as opposed to
the Loeb rule (which outlaws all
organizations of labor) in the
board of education, [ would like
to explain that this was not done
without some thought and delib-
eration on my part.

“Mr. Dudley Taylor, a gentle-
man T had never previously met,
asked over the phone for an
appointment. Ile told me he
represented, as altorney, the
Illinois - Manufacturers’ Aussocia-
tion, which was greatly interested
in the Loeb rule and incidentally
for Mr. Jacob Loeb, as president.

I told him I did not have any but

the most general knowledge of

the rule. He invited me to mcet

Mr. Loeb and Mr. Kruetgen at
_lunch the following day and I

agreed. Mr. Loeb was not able to

be present and Mr. Rothman was

there instead. I was given a

courteous explanation of many

matters regarding the Loeb rule,
the Teachers’ Federation, etc.

But on the Loeb rule expressed no

opinion except that I thought any

rule decreasing the salaries of the
teachers—he gave me the ralaries

‘of the teachers—as wrong. Mr.

Rothman spoke of salaries T paid

stenographers and said that the

teachers’ salaries in comparison
- were too high for time-—9 to 3:15
daily and no Saturday work. Mr.

Rothman gave me the board of

education’s proceedings so that 1

might kndw what was done on

the board. .

“I was also informed that the

. Illinois Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion was a very strong body, had
very considerable power with the
city council and that those in

_agreement with it would he

assisted, while those against it

would be fought”.
Business Against Teachers.

“This letter uncovers something we
all know”, said Ald. Kennedy, after
reading this Jetter to the city council.
“But we now have it in black and
white—that the Illinois Manufactur-
ers’ Association is back of this fight
against the teachers. They want to
cut down the wages of the teachers
to that of cheap stenographers. Mr.
Rothman let the cat out of the bag
when he -talked to Ffrench.

“Are you going to line up with the
Illinois Manufacturers’ Association,
or are you going to line up with
organized labor for®better working
conditions and wages?” was the way
Kennedy put it up to the city council.

The avalanche having thus been
loosened by the Socialist alderman,
the non-Socialist alderman rallied to
the attack on the Manufacturers’
Association, one alderman indicting
it as fighting progress in Chicago and
Illinois at every turn of the road.

William E. Rodriguez, Socialist
alderman from the Fifteenth wsavd,
told of the long and successful fight
of the Teachers’ Federation against
the interests of special privilege. He
denounced the effort being made to
befog the issue by arousing religious

prejudice. g
Exposes Religious Prejudice.
“Some people”, said Rodriguez,

that the
I teachers’ federation is an orzanizalion
of Catholice whose object is to have
nothing but Catholic teachers in the
schools. This question. of the Catholic
church has been brought in by the
same man mentioned in the letter of
Mr. Ffrench. The statements that
have been made are not true.

“As an instance the teachers work-
ed for the passage of a free text book
bill. A number of Catholic priests
went to Springfield to fight this bill.
Nevertheless, the federation re-
i presentatives fought the effort to
oppose such a bill”, :

Ald. Rodriguez declared that even
if the new school board upholds the
Loeb rule, even if it is upheld by the
courts, the fight against it has just
begun. The teachers’ federation will
continue their fight to complele
victory. Each day the fight continues,
additional slimy methods of the hus-
iness interests ave uncovered, and
this is lacgely because there are two
fighting Socialist aldermen in the
Chicago city council.

“are trying to maintain

The executive officials of the British
Socialist party endorsed the peace
manifesto issued by an unofficial in-
ternational conference at Zimmer-
.wald, Switzerland.” By referendum
vote the Socialists of Switzerland also
endorsed the peace proposals. The So-
| cialist party manegement of Denmark

| veted against the. proposals,
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1915,

NEWS OF THEWEEK

Here is all the week's news worth
while boiled down for workers so busy
ghting for Socialism they cdo not huve(
time to read the daily capitalist pnpera-}

AP A A A A e i .

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6.

King of Greece declares allies cannot
persuade Grecks to enter war.

Great Britein declares it will not permit
Henry Ford. or members of his peace party,
to land in England.

Germany buys $100,000,000 worth of copper,
cotton, wool, lard, wheat and other products
in this country to restore nation at end of war.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7.

St. Louis lands 1916 conventlon of -the
Democrats which will nssemble June 12.

American oil steamer sunk by submarine in
Mediterrancan. Austrian submarine repogted
1o have fired on American ship Petrolite in
Mediterranean.

Theodore Roosevelt, aided by Republicans,
in attack on President Wilson’s mecssage to
congress.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8.

P AN

—

Reports from Consiantinople say Germany
fs getting rcady (o send army of 500,000 to

India. RBulgzars in move to crush nllies.
United States demands indemnity for
American lives lost on Amcona sunk by

Austrian sobmarine.

Henry Ford's pence party on ocean split
over ¢(Jemand to force Rosika Schwimmer to
show she has documents showing some of
belligerents arc not opposed to peace
negotiations.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6.

Hopewell, Va., war boom city nearly burns
to ground. Twenty thousand homeless while
DuPont explosive planis are saved.

Peace declarations of Asquith and Beth-
mann-Hollweg rouse new hope for end o
war,

Secrctary of War. Garrison, urges com-
pulsory service declaring it impossible to
reereit voluntary army to more than 50,000

men
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10.

Allies’ campaign in Serbia seems to be at
nu end. Anglo-French forces reported to be
vetiving on_ Saloniki, in Greece.

Kaiser Wilhelm personally recalls Capts.
Boy-Ed and von Papen, but peril of diplo-
watic hreak with Austria still looms big.

Continued reports from Switzerland tell of
demonstrations for peace in Germany.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11.

Univerrity cadets fin this country being
solicited by Can’adn to join fBritiuh 'forces in

Europe. Clai violati ol trality.
United States to send note of protest to
France against searching of American

vessels on high veas.

Allies retire on Saloniki, Greece, and pre-
pare to make new drive in Balkans. Henry
Ford’s peace mission does not rouse enthusiasm
in_ Holland.

Yvean Shi-Kai, president of Chinese republic,
accepts throne offered by council of state.
Revolution threatens new monarchy.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12.

United States’ note to Australia calls attack
on steamship Ancona barbarous and wanton
slaughter of fnnocents.

Wall Street doesn’t know what to make of
part of Pres. Wilson's message dealing with
railroad situation.

SOCTALISM  AND PEACE.

We find Socialism again raisihg it-
self above the bloody tumult in
Europe as the only great peace
power. Perhaps the most historic
scene of the war was that enacted in
the German Reichstag, ‘Thursday,
Dec. 9, when the spokesman of the
German government, Dr. von Beth-
mann-Hollweg, replied to the inter-
pellation of Dr. Scheidemann, the
Socialist representative, which was
as follows:

“Is the imperial chancellor ready
to give information as to the con-
ditions under which he would be will-
ing to enter into peace negotiations?"”

In introducing this interpellation
of the Socialists, reflecting the
Socialist desire for an immediate
institution of peace negotiations,
Scheidemann declared that if the war
went on any longer the United States
would be the only power which could
be called the victor; Europe would
commit suicide if more blood was
spilled. The people want peace, he
added, and surely there must be some
way out of the terrible business.

This session of the Reichstag ap-

eared to American newspapers go
important that a three column report
was cabled to this country from Ber-
lin by the Associated Press, giving
lengthy extracts of the speeches by
Scheidemann, Bethmann-Hollweg and
others. The situation in the German
Reichstag is repeated in Premier
Asquith’s speech in the British par-

liament. No definite peace terms were’

announced by either nation but it is
felt that a way to end the war s
gradually taking form.

We find Karl Liebknecht, fighting
capitalism and militarism as vig-
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' Plus Postage, or 60c, if Ordered From
National Office Socialist Party, 803
W. Madison St.,, Chicago.

—

Lincoln Phifer’s New Book,

THE DRAMAS OF KANSAS

A book you will enjoy to the full.
ét “deserves a welcome.—~New York

all.
The Northeast will have to keep its
eye on Kansas as well as Indiana
hereafter.—New York Sun.

Unusual, interesting, entertaining.
—Ella Wheeler Wilcox.

Was read by me with very great
interest and relish. I wish everyone
would read it and derive the pleasure
I have therefrom.—Frank P. Walsh.

It is a unique volume, with flashes
of a fine mind in all its pages.—Eu-
gene V. Debs. .

k The book is a delight.—Ryan Wal.
er.

-

The social dramas of the most rev.
olutionary State in America. Thirty
of them. Beautifully bound, a 1915
book, worth $1. Illuminated gage for
presentation inscription, which will be
made by the author free if request
wmd copy accompany the ordef. .

orously as ever, at this session of the
Reichstag.
nection with Bethmann - Hollweg's
statement that, “Thanks to the fore-
sighted policy of King Ferdinand
(Bulgaria), a firm bridge has been
constructed between the indissolubly

.| ailied kaiser powers, the Balkans and

the near East. After the conclusion
of peace this bridge will not resound
with the tread of marching battalions,
but will serve for works of peace and
culture”,

Amid the vigorous applause which
is reported to have followed this
remark, Liebknecht interjected, “and
of the Deutsche Bank”, which it is
said occasioned a great commotion.
Liebknecht’s point was that German
capitalism would use this bridge over
the Balkans and the near East to the
Orient.

That the Socialists in the German
Reichstag would offer their inter-
pellation had been announced in the
party organ, Vorwaerts. It was
reported that a more detailed and
searching inquiry as to the govern-
ment’s attitude respecting pcace was
defeated in a caucus of the Socialist
Reichstag fraction by a vote of 58 to
43. It was also reported that Lieb-
knecht had sent 10 interpellations to
the Reichstag, of which three were
censored. It was declared that Lieb-
knecht wanted to know, “Whether the
government is prepared to enter im-
raediately into peace negotiations,
whether the goverhment will lay be-
fore the nation the history of the
entry into Luxemburg and Belgium,
whether the government will abandon
Isecret diplomacy in favor of lasting
control by the public, and whether it
will check economical distress among
the great masses of the population
and seriously begin in the course of
the present session of the Reichstag
a rgorganization of its internal pol-
icy.

The German Socialist daily, Vor-
waerts, is conducting a campaign
against the strict press censorship,
which refuses to allow a discussion of
peace in the newspapers.

“It is necessary at this time”, says

the Vorwaerts, “to discuss the
possibilities of peace, because if

peace comes suddenly a storm may
arise for which only the diplomats
and statesmen can be blamed. Public
opinion will not tolerate peace with-
out knowledge”.

In the meantime American Social-
ists find new interest in the anti-war
and anti-militarism efforts of our
comrade, Meyer London, in the
United States congress, where he has
just taken his seat and entered upon
his arduous duties. }

In commenting upon the speeches
in the British parliament and _the
German reichstag, Cong. London said:

“With Asquith announcing ‘his
willingness to listen to terms of peace,
provided the other side is the
ask for it; with von Bethmann-Holl-
weg ready to discuss terms of pexuce,
provided the other side initiates
negotiations, there should be some-
where a power which is to (*ffer
negotiations to both sides. e

“The principal belligerents are ex-
hausted. A strong effort by a great

neutral power, and the greatest
agony the world has ever suffered
will be over”.

. London puts it clearly up to Wash-
jington, since there is no other “great
neutral power”.

This Week’s Editorial
From Socialist Press

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.
(From The New York Call,)

MILITARY and naval expendi-

tures greater by $93,800,000
in the fiscal year 1916-17 than
in that of 1915-163

Construction within one year of two
battleships, five cruisers, fifteen de-
stroyers, thirty submarines, two gun-
boats and a hospital ship; and a vir-
tually irrevocable decision to continue
building on a similar scale for at least
four more years;

. Addition of 34,000 men to the stand-
ing army—that is, an immediate in-
crease of over 30 per cent;

Creation of a new armed and
trained reserve force—the so-called
“continental army”—numbering 133,-
000 in the first year, 266,000 in the
second, and so on, up to a full strength
of 800,000 men—

This is the modest program which
President Wilson lays before Con-
gress.

Let us give full credit to his frank-
ness in one respect. He does not, like
the Hearst papers, on the one hand,
or like our amiable but over-excited
friend Russell, on the other, conjure
up fantastic visions of German forces
trying to take possession of our At-
lantic coast or of Japan attempting to
conquer California. He does not pre-
tend to see any special reason for en-
larging our army and navy—that is,
any reason which did not equally ex-
ist five or ten years ago. He plainly
says:

I have in mind no thought of
any immediate or particular dan-
ger arising out of our relations
with other nations. We are at
peace with all the nations of the
world, and there is reason to hope
that no question in controversy
will lead to any serious breach of
amicable relations.

We have no grounds for fearing
war. But let us, without any imme-
diate or particular reason, take a long
step on the road which the European
nations have been traveling for f%rty
years, and which has brought them
to their present status. Let us make
up our minds that we will have the
strongest navy in the world—well
knowing that this will stimulate each
of the other great powers to outbuild
us. Let us create an army many
times larger than we ever %,\ad be-
fore in times of peace, well knowing
that the militarists of other nations
will find this a good argument against
any reduction of their own armies.
That, in effect, is what the President
says. ! )

® o W%
And that is not the whole of Mr.
Wilson’s frankness.
Most advocates of so-called prepar-
edness try to obscure the farther vis-
tas of the road they invite us to fol-

millions. of money and the gxtrs theu-|

He is mentioned in con-/

r$t to

low. They talk only of :the :extra]
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Extract from President Wilson’s
- Message to Congress, Dec. 7th.

“T, for one, do not doubt the patriotic devotion either of
our young men or of those who.give them employment—those
for whose benefit and protection they would in fact enlist.”!

WORKINGMEN, ENLIST,
FOR THE BENEFIT OF YOUR EMPLOYERS.

TO KILL AND BE KILLED

PREPARE AGAINST THIS ALLIED FOE

)
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This is the Foe that we need preparedness against.

sands of men to be added to our bur-
dens this year, and wish us not to
think of the years that are to come.
Not so the President. He is honest
enough to say that this vast program
-—a considerably bigger one than that
adopted by Germany in 1913, which
astounded and alarmed the world—is
nothing but “the first essential step”
and that it seems to him sufficient for
the present.

There is food for thought in those
words. It is the first step that costs.
What the administration deems suffi-
cient for this year will not appear to
il adequate the year after. Nothing
is easier than to get started on this
track. Nothing is harder than to stop.

Add a round ninety-three millions
to our preparedness budget this year,
and twelve months later we must add
still more millions to that increased
budget. Bring our regular army up
from 108,000 to 146,000 now, and very
soon it will be equally necessary to
Lring it up from 146,000 to 180,000,
and then to 250,000, and so on, as
long as we accept the false theory
that preparation for war is insurance
against war. . .

* * *

But, in fact, while the president
sees no particular danger of war, he
has a very definite object in view in
*his increase of the nation’s fighting
strength. And that object is not of
defense.

It is not at Sandy Hook or the
Golden Gate that our giant navy is
to be used. It is not to repel Euro-
gean or Asiatic conqueror that our

uge army is to be trained. Latin-
America is— as The Call pointed out
several weeks ago—the thing for
which we must be prepared. to fight.

The United States, Mr. Wilson
tells us, has “set America aside as a
whole”—that is, the whole of North
and South America—*“for the uses of
independent nations and political free-
men.” To be sure, we have had the
Panama incident, which South Amer-
icans thought hardly consistent with
the national independence and polit-
ical freedom of Colothbia; we have
dictated internal policies to the free
republic of Cuba; we have landed sol-
diers in Mexico, in Haiti, in Nicara-
‘gua; we have bullied Venezuela with
the threat of armed intervention. This
is our way of protecting our weaker
sisters from themselves.

The whole question of the relations
between the United States and Latin-
America, which is the kernel of Presi-
dent Wilson’s new policies, must be
discussed at greater length than is
possible: today. Under all the pretty
phrases about “spiritual partnership”
and ‘mutual service” lies the hope of
cornering thé trade of the Western
' Hemisphere for the capitalists of the
United States. That calls for a care-
ful analysis. .

*

L * *

Preparation for. war abroad al-
ways and everywhere involves a
strengthening of arbitrary power at
home. The United States is not going
to be an exception to this rule. We
have the prospect very clearly hinted
already. .
_ The President declares that ‘“the
gravest threéats against our own na-
tional peace and safety have heen ut-
tered within our own borders.” In-
credible as it-would have seemed a
little while ago, citizens of the United
States have “poured the venom .of
disloyalty into the very arteries of our
national life, have sought to bring the
authority of the government into con-
tempt, to destroy our industries, to
debase our politics to the uses of for-
eign intrigue, have formed plots to
destroy property, have entered into
conspiracies against the neutrality of
the government, have sought to pry
into its confidential transactions.”
And he concludes:

The ugly and incredible thing
has actual{y come about, and we
are without adequate federal laws
to deal with it, I urge you to en-
act such laws at the earliest. pos-
sible moment. Such creatyres of
passion, disloyalty and anarchy,

_must be crushed ott. o'They are
not many, but they aly infinitely

. malignant, and the .hagd of our :

power should close over them atl
once. It is possible to deal with
these things very effectually. I
need not suggest the terms in
which they may be dealt with.

It will be necessary to go back
about one hundred and sixteen years,
we believe, to find a parallel to this
passage in American history. John
Adams called . for adequate federal
Jaws to crush out those who made
themselves obnoxious by sympathiz-
ing with France rather than with Eng-
Jland. He got them—the Alien and
Sedition Laws. Does Woodrow Wil-
son envy his political fate?

Congress will probably pass the
sort of laws that the President asks
for and discretly refrains from defin-
ing. We shall watch with interest.
‘We do not expect that the new leg-
islation will be so framed as to reach
men who burn waist makers in New
York and miners’ wives and babies in
Colorado. These will, perhaps, be con-
sidered less infinitely malignant, and
will be left to escape the hand of
power in future as they have in the
past. * % &

We have praised the President
for his frankness on more than one
point, But the gem remains to be
quoted—and this time, we suspect, the
frankness is careless, rather than in-
tentional. Discussing the project for
the continental army, he says:

It would depend upon the patri-
otic feeling of the younger men
of the country whether they re-
sponded to such a call to service
or not. It would depend upon
the patriotic spirit of the employ-
ers of the country whether they
made it possible for the younger
men in their employ to respond
under favorable conditions or not.
I, for one, do not doubt the patri-
otic devotion either of our young
men_or of those who give them
employment — those for whose
benefit and protection they would
in fact enlist.

That is worth putting in every So-
cialist’s pocket scrapbook for ready
reference. Whatever else he has said
or left unsaid, we may be grateful to
President Wilson for giving the
weight of his authority to three state-
ments which Socialists have long been
making:

First, that it is the wage-workers
that have to do the fighting, it there
is fighting to be done; that what the
employers contribute is their gracious
permission for workingmen to leave
the shop and go to the battlefield;

Second, that the wage-workers are
not free agents under the present sys-
tem; that they cannot do what their
feelings dictate unless their employ-
ers “make it possible” for them; and

Third, that if wage-workers enlist
for military service, they do it, not
for their own benefit, but for the
benefit of the master class.

Cuff Links
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W?th Meyer L:n

doﬁ Congress

Face Gravest Prohlems

By MEYER LONDON

On the second day of the session
of the sixty-fourth congress I feel
an irresistible impulse to convey to
the Comrades in the Socialist move-
ment my deep gratitude fér the op-
portunity to serve as a member of
the National Legislature at the_ time
when the gravest problems that have
ever confronted this country will be
presented for solution.

Ten years ago we Socialists pre-
dicted with' confidence that the social
problem would be paramount in 1920
and that all parties would be com-
pelled by pressure of the Socialist
movement to deal with the labor prob-
lem as the immediate problem. Our
cxpectations and predictions have
ieen fulfilled to a great extent long
before 1920, k

In spite of all attempts to create
new and extraneous issues, this con-
gress will be unable to escape the
need of grappling with the question
of social legislation.

While I listened to the President’s
message with great care, I fear I

couched than in its substance. I in-
tend to discuss the mkssage some time
in the future.

My first impression is that the “na-
lional preparedness” plan is calcu-
{ated to keep the mind of the country
un remote and improbable difficulties
s as to divert it from questions cali-
ing for immediate answer. The av-
erage mind is-inclined to leave inter-
national problems to a group of wise
ren assumed to be endowed with su-
rreme intelligence. An average mind
is at the same time ready to set aside
every other question while interna-
tional problems are offered for discus-
sion. :

To be preparing against some dis-
tant possible enemy takes one’s mind
away from enemies whom we have
Lere and now. To lay special empha-
sis upon the existence of a small
group of criminals and talk about
-their treason as if they were a great
factor in the life of the country helps
divert attention from men who have
always betrayed the best ideals of
the republic. ,

As Socialists, we cannot admit more
than one allegiance. We have no
sympathy with those who would util-
ize opportunities they enjoy here to
promote the selfish interests of other
governments or other countries.

But we would put under the same
ban those who, in the name of patri-
otism and in the name of American-
ism claim that the interests .of the
great masses of American people are
identical with the interests of their
exploiters.

LONDON ON 3 COMMITTEES.
By LUCIEN SAINT.

Washington, D. C.—The Socialist
party will be represented during the
€¢4th Congress on three important
committees of the House:—FLabor,
Mines and Mining, and Expenditures
in the Labor Department

Thanks to the energy and aggres-
siveness of Representative Meyer]
London of New York, the sole Social-
ist in the lower chamber, the interests
of the working class will be looked
after and pressed on these commit-
tees. For a time it appeared as if
London would be frozen out of any
committee assignment by a com-
bination of the old parties, but he has
succeeded in forcing his way into an
unusually advantageous position.

The Labor committee holds hear-
ings and reports on all the purely
labor bills—the children’s labor bill,
the convict labor bill, and others. The
Mines and Mining committee looks
after legislation affecting the mining
industry and would consider a bill for
the socialization of the mines of the
United States. The, committee on Ex-
penditures in the Labor Department
has to do particularly with ‘the
appropriations for immigration.

The Socialist party, therefore,
starts with the new Congress in a
very favorable position, thcugh it
can not be repeated too often that
membership on a committee under the
machine-rule system prevalent in
! Congress gives little power to the
{individual.

HOLD MAJORITY RESPONSIBLE.

Washington, D. C.—Rep.. Meyer
London becomes a member of the
House Committee of Labor by virtue
of a special amendment to the rules,
agreed upon by the House, increasing
the membership of that committee by
one for his benefit.

This action was taken after London
had made it clear that not only the;
million Socialists, but millions of|
other people who are interested in his
career in Congress, would hold the
majority responsible for any attempt
to withhold from him proper recogni-
tion.

The attitude taken by Rep. London
in establishing, from the outset, the
independent position of the Socialist
party in this Congress, is made
ovident*by the following letter, which

Ways and Means Committee:
Letter to Democrats.
In view of the fact that I am
the only Socialist member of the
Sixty-fourth Congress, I would
ask you to aid me in obhtaining .
an assignment to the Committee
on Immigration and the Com-
mittee on Labor.
I have devoted almost my
entire life to the promotion of
| the interests of labor and of the
. immigrant. Twelfth New
York district is intensely interest-
ed in the immigration problem.
As a Socialist, all questions
affecting labor are of the deepest
concern to me and to the party
which I represent.

If assigned to these two com-
mittees I will be able to continue 4
in Congress the work I have un-
til now been doing outside of
. Congress. In all fairness I should

not be denied that opportunity.

The million Socialists who be-

- cause of the abs¥nce of pro-
ortional  representation will
gnve only one representative,

he sent to Democratic members of the -

Congress, should have a spokes-
man in the two important com-
mittees I have mentioned.
Anticipating the pleasure of
meeting you, I am
Sincerely yours,
Meyer London.
Twelfth New York. District.
Did Not Plead.

This letter was followed by personal
interviews with various members of
the Democratic majority, in which
the Socialist Congressman pointed
out that he did not plead, he simply
stated his position, with a full under-

standing of his rights and . his
opportunity to defend them.
Several of the Democrats im-

mediately agreed to help him. They
agreed that his demands were fair,
and they acknowledged that to leave
the Socialist member to be allotted
committee places by - Republican
Leader Mann would be reasonable
ground for a protest. The majority

|leader, Rep. Kitchin, promised to da

his utmost to get the Democratic.
caucus to protect the independence of
the Socialist member.

As a result, Rep. London, alone in
the House as a Socialist, is now a
member of the Committee on labor,
the Committee on Mines and Mining,
and the Committee on Expenditures
in the Department of Labor.

On all sides the Congressman was
met with assurances of friendship
and co-operation in matters not affect-
ing party policy. Democrats, Repu-
blicans and Progressives have shown
more than the ordinary courtesies to
the new member. A number of mem-
bers have told him that Socialist
friends in distant parts of the coun-
try have urged them to help him.

Fight To Liberalize Rules.

The only contest in the house
on the opening day, except the
formal ‘one over the Speakership,
in which London voted “present”,

was one dealing with a rvevision
of the house rules: Under the
present regime the House is

practically dominated in its action by
the will of the Rules committee,
subject to special instruction from
the Democratic caucus. An attempt
was made to change this system.
Republican Leader Mann sought to
take political advantage of the
promised revolt by groposing that the
rules be reviséd by a special com-
mittee, which should report January
17. Rep. London and a number of the
radical Democrats voted with the
Republicans and Progressives in favor
of such a revision. They were defeat-
€d, 209 to 195. The fight to liberalize
the rules and democratize the mach-
inery of the Hbuse will be resumed
later. :
At the headquarters of the Socialist
party of the District of Columbia,
Rep. London was welcoméd by a gath-
ering of comrades, and made a brief
speech on the “preparedness” agita-
tion. He said that there are four main
causes of the war hysteria that has
seized upon the American people.
Beside the munitions manufacturers
who have promoted this propaganda
he sees the imperialists, the chauvin-
ists and those who are convinced that
out of the European war will emerge
one great victorious power which will
menace the integrity of this.country.
The imperialists - he described as
the representaties of those large
financial interests which insist that
America must enter upon a career of
expansion, and who forced the gov-
crnment to take the first step in this
direction when it actuired the Phil-
ippines. The chauvinists, he declared,
had been scared by the sudden
recognition that there are in this
country men of dual allegiance.

Compares Murder and Warfare.

“To the imperialists”, he said, “we
must hold up their own pledges con-
tained in the platforms of the Demo-
cratic and Republican parties to
emancipate the Filipinos. “To the
frightened element we must make
clear that there is no case in history
where a highly developed industrial
nation, accustomed to democratic
institutions, has been subjugated by
another power.”

Congressman London draws this
parallel between an individual who
commits murder and a nation which
enters upon aggressive warfare:

“The criminal lawyer knows”, says

who commits murder does so because
he is thoroly scared, because he be-
lieves he is menaced. When a nation
has been thoroly scared, as a large
part of this nation is today, one can-
not tell what it will do.”

In the special Parliamentary
election to fill the seat made vacant
by the death of J. Keir Hardie, held
in the district Merthyr-Tydvil a great
surprise came to the peace advocates.

Winstone, the regular candidate of
the Labor party, was defeated by
Stanton, a labor man who ran

independently on a platform favoring
conscription. The former received
6,080 votes, the latter 10,286. It is
only fair to state that Stanton split
the labor vote and was supported by
Tories and Liberals. Such a combina-
tion was pretty hard to beat.

London, that very often the man|
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THE

Evolution of Banking
BY ROBERT H. HOWE

Do you know that “money”
and “currency” are not syn-
onymous terms? .

Have you been looking for
a book explaining the influ-
ence of financial matters on
your life?

THEEVOLUTION OF
BANKING was writlen by a
Socialist, and explains the
money system, banks, credits,
etc., from the Socialist view-
point.

Cloth, 200 pages, including
eight pictures,

Price 50 cents, prepaid.
SOCIALIST PARTY,
803 West Madison St., Chicago

IF YOU' ,
READ NEWSPAPERS
THEN YOU MUST

Read Fakes indournalism

By Max Sherover
THIS BOOK SHOWS HOW

NEWSPAPERS LIE

AND

FAKE and DISTORT
THE NEWS YOU READ.

Fakes in Journalism
CONTAINS 96 PAGES

of sizzling hot facts that will be a

revelation to you.

This book has,gone thru two edi-
sions with a circulation approxi-
mating 50,000. It is written in a
simple breezy style and is- illus-
trated.

Price, per copy, 25¢, postpaid.

3 copies, 50 ¢, postpaid.

8 copies, $1.00, postpaid.

Send orders to

Socialist Party

803 W. Madison St., Chicago, Ill.

The trade unionists, Socialists and
organized farmers of Denmark will
hold a special congress soon to
determine what position the ecountry
should take regarding the war and

eace. The workers of Denmark are
etter  organized, lg:ropo:urtionately,
than those of any other country in
Europe. The Socialist party is also
the larigpst political fraction in Den-.
'mark. It co-operates with the Radical
party in war matters and sothe
others, the latter party being in
control of the Ministry. The Danish
workers are opposed to intervention
and may bring pressure to force
peace moves.

A relief committee in Liverpool
composed of working people, who or-
ganized for the purpose of_ raising
funds to assist the thousands of po-
litical prisoners banished to Siberia
by the Russian government, has been
suppressed and the secretary of the
organization- has been arrested. The
labor people of Liverpool are de-
nouncing the act and demand to know
since when it has become & crime to
aid the victims of the Czar.

\
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GetA

Rise up} Get ahead! Be somebody. You can do it

world.
for you the same as for any otl

man—if you mmlu way. | have helped thousands
men tGo:'uee-n 1 ;"o.lllmml]? ?u. 1 lwill show ::
, Pres. of . ‘8. Steel
how Wosdrow Wilson was enabled tb dlimb

agg} m !xeég you. Make your mark in the

Legal training {3 the very foundation of success. Every-
where the legally trai man wins the big position

the big reward. Know the Law and your chances
sdvancement are unlimited. Pass it up and you're tied
toa “"t,od for life, Now's your chance to make)the
ay.

1, Personally, Offer You & 2aw rerm

This Legal Tralning — [ tomske 8

training possible for every man who writeame. 1 will bring
1: to %m iﬁ your St;v‘g héxme—-biy mtﬂT:or " lz\; aont;’-.
. omne- ourse is complete—written soa

Body can understand . Combinos the Text Book, Case and
Lecture methods of instruction, same as big U lnrlitnl.
1In spare time you can quickly master every point. Strike
out fn:‘r l&etber thi mu.' Th‘i:u isa qmlctlys li;n:‘l%
spacial offer, so ay for ioula

lg:;an book *‘How to Learn Llw."p‘lrtt'l FREE.

A N

oJ. E. y Pros.
SCHOOL OF LAW, 2089 ManhattanBidg.,OHICAGO
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SOCIALI

SPECIAL TO AMERICAN
ST READERS

The war has played havoc with the hook publishing business.
The publishers nee ¥
books off their hands. Money talks! By paylng spotcash in advance
I have obtained standard works at 1ess than actu=l-cost of produc-
tion, Here is a fair sample—

COL. ROBT. G. INGERSOLL'S
FORTY-FOUR LECTURES

COMPLETE—CLOTH BOUND

A slandard volume, worth $2.50. which 1 offer to Ameriosn
@ocialist readers tor only $7.00, postage prepatd by me. Just
think of 1t! 420 pages, each 6x9, large 1ope, cloth bound. aluminum
stamped,with portraitof author, FOR ONLY $1.00 PREPAID.

Col. Ingersoll's work in the lecture field will last for all time.
Though we may differ with him In his doctrines, all wiil admit the
brilliancy of his great mind. and are spell-bound with the besuty of
his word picturos. He was one of tlie world's
this great book will live forever. A SPLENDID CHRISTMAS PRESENT.

GLOTH BINDING, ALUMINUM STAMPED, 420 PP.6 X 8

raoney and I have agread to take a carload of

reatest orators, and

NEW EOITION! NEWTYPE! NEWPLATES!

A fine, cloth-bound volume: a valuable addi-
tion to any library: never offered before for
lesa than #8.50. Here's your chance to get this
sreit work at publishers cost of preduction.

ust cltp the coupon and send it with $1.00.

Address. W, SCOTT,

‘W, SCOTT,

COUPON

2-70 So. Dearborn 8t., Chicago .,
Enclosed find €1.00 for which send me Robt. G. Inges
s0ll’s 44 Complete Lectures, prepald.

this |

210 Bouth Deartiorn St., Chicago |.
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MAKE EVERY SOCIALIST
YOTER AN AMERIGAN
SOCIALIST READER

HELP MEYER LONDON.

Our greatest duty now is to tell the
workers of the United States about
the achievements of our comrade,
Meyer London, in congress, in their
behalf. It is going to be a great
story. 'The weekly installments of
this great story will .appear regularly
in he American ‘Socialist. This
inducement aloné ought to make tens
of thousands of workers subscribe for
I'he American Socialist. That is all
you have to tell a worker who is not
row reading your paper. Tell ‘them
that they can read all about Meyer
London and his work in congress jn
The American Socialist. The distri-
hution of extra copies of THE
MEYER LONDON EDITION, Deec.
4, has already brought in many new
subs.

We made another gain this week,
but not as big as we would wish, The
“ons” gained 241 subs on the "off”
and we are now at the 40,693 mark.

Now is the time to forge ahead, to

close our ranks and press onward.
We want to see your name attached
to a club of subs soon.

ROLL OF HONOR

LOCAL ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PA,
comes in with an order for 30 sub- cards. They
are putting ttsburg on the map.

“We have undertaken to make every en-
rolled Socialist a reader of our party organ”,
writes ISIDOR WOFSY, New Rochelle, N. Y.,
as he orders 14 sub cards for this purpose.
How about it, local secretaries?

Christmas greetings and a club of four subs

come ‘from I. G. CLARK, Tomball,
Same to you, Comrade.

O. 8, BUCHANAN, Detroit, Mich., sends
in a list of eight and gets one of our souvenir
ennants. Remember, a list of 16 gets our

autiful knife, treasared by all hustlers.

J. 8PITZ, Cleveland, Ohio, also sends in a
list .of eight and gets the souvenir pennant.
JESSE T. BRILLHART, Omaha, Neb,,
rushes in with this message, “I enclose a list
of 20 to help close the ranks for the final
clash between labor and capital”.

Texas.

C. B. CUNDIFF, Jr., New HHaven, West
'}’-., f.ll.: helps strengthen the ranks with a
st of 16,

AUGUST HEDIN, Roseau, Minn., comes in
with a list of 20 names and gets both the
knife ang pennant. Never heard of Roseau,
Minn., have you? Just watch Comrade Heslin
put it on the map. :

ELLIS VELLER, Linton, Ind., is going to
get real busy. He sends in $10 for 40 sub
cards. The comrades are on the job at Linton.

Hats off 'to Comrade WALTER GIBSON,
Arcadia, Ind. He sends in one sub regulapl
every week. We want other hustlers to pledge
themselves to send in a sub each week.

AUGUST PANSCHAR, Indiaiiapolis, Ind.,
scnds in a club of four that was secared at
the George Kirkpatrick meeting there. He
promises to get an even bigger bunch at the
Walker meeting.

Are you sending the Socialist Party
Campaign Book and Ryan Walker’'s great
cartoon book, “The New Adventures of Henry
Dubb” as Christmas presents to your friends,
together with a sub to The American Social-
ist. The Campaign Book, an encyclopedia in
itself, is free with a year’s sub to The

_ American Socialist at 50 cents. The cartoon
book is free with a six months’ sub at 25
cents. This is an inexpensive way to see that
all your friends get an appropriate Xmas gift.

“The idea of a special number of the paper
to combat militarism is a splendid one, and
should have the active support of the com-
rades everywhere,” wrote J. H. McGuffie. Mis-
soula, Mont., as he ordered 1,000 copies of
the MEYER LONDON EDITION.

“Congratulations on your MEYER LONDON
EDITION”, writes John H. McGuffey, Missou-
la, Mont. “It was a dandy. Sunday morning
we distributed 2,100 papers in Missoula.

have heard rood reports from them”.

EDUCATION And ORGANIZATION.

1t doesn’t trouble the conscience of
the democrats in the least to use the
money of the government to start
their campaign for 1916. We have
just received some of the printed
raatter being sent out from the Or-
wanization Bureau, National Demo-
cratic League of Clubs, at Washing-
ton, D. C., under official frank. This
league is trying to organize 1,000,000
democrats. It is making a special
effort to reach young men, the first
voters. It is trying to organize a
democratic club for every postoffice
in the wnation. :

There is only one way to meet this
campaign. And that is to organize
a Socialist local for every. postoffice
in the United States. We do not
have access to the national treasury
te help us accomplish this.
ists do not believe in abusing the
franking privileges of congressmen.
But Socialists will take advantage of
the franking privilege of our con-
irressman, Meyer London, to send out
millions of copies ' of his speeches,
which will prove a real education for
the American working class. As the
workers become increasingly intelli-
gent, new locals will spring up and
old ones will increase their member-
ship. Let education and organization
wo hand in hand for the campaign of
1916.

John R. Lawson was invited to join
.enry Ford’s peace expedition to
Europe. Lawson had such wide and
varied experience in the war waged
upon the Colorado miners by King
Rockefeller that Ford doubtless con-
cluded that his assistance as a strate-
gist would be of great value.

We :

Social- !

AF. n-le.%sconven'tiun

By ADOLPH GERMER.

ELL, the Thirty-fifth Annual
W W Convention. of the A. F. of L.
is now a matter-of history.

’I"he yearly jurisdictional squabbles,
which in fact are only a scramble for
a meal ticket, are--in the maip~no
nearer settled than' before the con-
vention.

To begin - with, . one .and one-half
week was fiddled away: sight-seeing
and being . entertained, all. of which,
of course, was very ‘ifiteresting and
highly pleasing. Every point of
interest, in and around Frisco, every
spot to attract the ‘eye, and every note
to attune the ‘ea¥; was the pleasure
of the delegatiom.”: .- -

Delegates, who! had attended con-
ventions ' for years. -confessed that
never before. has a city been so pro-
fuse in an endeavor to satisfy the
tastes of a convention.-

Machinery Begins to Grind.

About the middle of the second
week the machinery began to grind.
The Sheet Metal Workers and the
Carpenters pulled each others wool
because one was getting a piece of
pie which the other claimed “properly
belongs to him”. The Carpenters and
the Structural Iron Workers also had
a round over the same question. The
Teamsters and Bakery Warkers ex-
changed compliments over contio-
versies out of the claim for pie. The
Teamsters insisted that those driving
kakery wagons and delivering baked
goods should pay for their meal

on as in previous years.

Matters of vast and general im-
portance were shelved until a session
was almost to adjourn and then
gaveled thru.

Gompers Fights Referendum.

For example, ..a. . resolution was
introduced providing for a referendum
on the question of whether or not the
officers of the A. F. of L. should be
elected directly by the rank and file,
as is done by the Illinois, Arizona and
other State Federations. It was
reported out just previous to an ad-
journment. In the very brief dis-
cussion, President Gompers consumed
the most of forty minutes with an
attack on J. Mahlon Barnes, a. dele-
gate from the Cigar Makers (Gom-
pers’) organization. o

Gompers turned the gavel over to
Eighth Vice-President Green. Gom-
pers, as usual, closed the debate. A
large number of delegates agked For
a roll call, but an aye and no vote
was taken and the resolution declared
defeated.

Then “Sammy” resumed the chair
and the writer asked why a roll call
was not granted in accordafice with
the rules. The answer was that the
temporary chairman did not think a
sufficient number had askéd for it
and when a protest’ was raised
against the ruling the convetition was
declared adjourned. :

Another instance was the resolution
iin favor of industrial unionism. It,
too, was reported out just previous to
an adjournment and met the same
fate as the one just related.

A still further instance was the
anti-military resolution. Like the
Iprecedmg resolutions, it was report-
jed about adjourning time with Vice
President James Duncan presiding.
It seemed as if a deliberate attempt
was made to shut out debate entirely.

Duncan Can’t See Or Hear.

Having introduced the resolution,
i I naturally wanted to say a few words
jin favor of it and while asking for the
.fioor the report of the committee,
which was ,against the resolution,
was put to a vote and declared adopt-
ed..I protested the ruling and Chair-
mun Duncan explained that he did
not see or hear me. Delegates and
spectators expressed disapprobation
and the ruling was reversed and a
spirited discussion entered into.
Among those opposing the resolution
was Andrew Fureseth of the Sea-
roen’s Union but who actually helped
create sentiment for it. Here, then, it
seemed as if we would carty the day.
This the administration saw and
“Sammy” again came to the rescue.
He stated that he was a pacifist but
believed in “Preparedness” and mili-
tary training in public schools. When
he cracked the whip, the faithful fell
in line like sheep in a flock and when
the .vote was taken the resolutior
was declared defeated. Again there
were requests for a roll call and the
session declared adjourned. .
L. P. Straube of Chicago, who, dur-
ing the newspaper strike in that. city
a few years ago, was one of the
officials  of the Sierentypers union,
helped the pressmen in their fight.
For this loyalty to his comrades he
incurred the displeasure of the higher-
ups in his union and the bitter hatred
of the Publisher’s Association. He was
finally expelled from his union, be
cause he would not bow to the whims
and dictates of time serving officials.
Straube is an .honest, able and
energetic worker in the cause of

ticket, and so the merry game went

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, DECEMBER .18 1915

—— —

labor. He joined another union and
was elected delegate to the Chicago
TFederation of Labor. But the wrath
of the publishers and ultra-reaction
ary . officials of the Stereotyper’s had
not diminished -and ‘a demand ‘was
made upon the Chicago Federation of
Labor to unseat Straube.
. Straube Defended.

The Chicago Federation knows his
worth, and defended Straube. John
Fitzpatrick, President of the Chieago
Federation -of Labor, made an admir-
able fight in his behalf as did John H.
Walker. But the machine had decreed
that-Straube must be banished and it
was so declared. Again a roll call vote
was asked. There was grave danger
that the machine would be reversed
and Gompers, with quivering voice,
appealed to the delegates not to insist
upon a roll call and expressed the
belief that if a proper effort is made
(whatever that means), in his opinion
the thatter could be adjusted. His ad-
vice was accepted and the next step
in the Hippodrome was staged.

It was over the Eight Hour day.

8-Hour Resolution Up.

The resolution dealing with the
matter was held back until the very
last of the last day’s session, when
nearly one-third of the delegates had
left the city. )

Gompers made it “clear” that the
fullest discussion would be permitted.
It was clearly designed that those
who favored the resolution for an
Eight Hour day by law, whereyer it
could be secured, should* speak first

whip the questionable ones in line.
In this they went so far as to tell
Thos. Van Lear, who introduced the
resolution, that if he desired to speak,
“now was his opportunity”. This

himself of the rules and perhaps close
the debate.

When a number had spoken for the
resolution, the lashing l1:1*ocess began.
One after another of the administra-
tion took a slam at the resolution.
Finally Gompers joined in.

the floor but there was nothing doing.
1 saw Gompers g
issued by the National Executive
Committee of the Socialist Party and
pointing out certain passages to
James Duncen. This is the booklet
that brought out his twenty-nine page
editorial reprints in which he vomits
all over himself. I made reference to
this and expressed the hope that'he
would deal with the merits of the
resolution rather than roam around
the entire world in search of maferial
to poison the minds of the delegates.

While during the discussion on the
referendum, J. Mahlon Barnes was
the target for attatk, special atten-
tion was here paid to me because my
name is attached to the book. .

Not that I am complaining. Quite
to the contrary. 1 shall always be
proud of the fact that I was in-
strumental, along with the other
members of the National Executive
Committee, in getting out this booklet
and I wish.every member of the
American Federation of Labor would
read it. .

That booklet has caused its just
share of the discussion of the Eight
Hour Day.

A roll call vote wa§ taken and the
Eight Hour resolution was defeated,
but by approximately one thousand
less than last year.

Powerful Machine Quaking.

While every progressive measure
was defeated and crushed beneath the
Iron Heel of the administration, there
{was a marked growth in the strength
' of those who are in harmony with the
{will and desire of the rank and file.
At several points the one powerful
machine was quaking and it required
the most clever engineering to sur-
vive. -

Every member of an affiliated
union should carefully go over the
proceedings of the Frisco convention
and learn where his or her represen-
tative stood. There is no need of me
advising what should be done in the

accord with those they represented.
The duty suggests itself. .

the galleries.
they gave expression to their fealings
and in each event the machine threat-
ened to clear the hall of all except
delegates.

I spoke with a number of them.

iThey were the rank and file.

! Could every one who is affiliated

iwith the A. F. of L. attend the
'sessions and observe who is respons-
!ible for the snail pace we are travel-
'ing it would be but a question of a
'very brief time until the conventions
iwould assume a different complexion.

{ I am not at all discouraged or dis-
heartened. There is an awakening all
along the line. It is slow, but it is
sure. This awakening beacons a
change for the better.

We must continue to pour out the
truth so the awakening giant will
know how to speak and act when
called upon, ) )

The watchword is “On to greater
activity, the future must and will be
ours.”

and the machine would fall in and

was to prevent ‘him from availing

When he.
concluded, Joe Cannon tried to get

examine d booklet

event the representatives were not in,

Quite a number of visitors sat in;
On several occasions;

THE STORT CORNER

NOTE.—In this column there 1s traced, irom
week fo' week, the development of a typical
Young People’s Socialist League. The suec-
cesses and failures are mirrored here and
the chances are that you will find some of
your own here set forth, Each installment is

able to follow the story regularly.

.FINAL PREPARATIONS.
T LAST the day of all days had
come. The Yipsels had been
| breaking their necks advertis-
ing the affair. Thousands of “plug-
gers” or “throw-aways” had been dis-
tributed, show cards had-been posted
wherever they would attract public at-
tention, and all possible preparations
had been made. .

They had put out a large Souvenir
Program and had filled it with ad-
vertisements from various business
houses that were more or l¢ss friendly
toward them. Such of the comrades
as were professional or business men
helped along liberally. At one place,
tho, they did experience some trouble.
It was when they tackled such places
as were members of the local Board
of Trade. They were told that they
would first have to get the sanction
of the Board office. They tried it.
Everything was lovely until they hap-
pened to mention the name of their

LIST League”! No, sir, they could
never get the support of the honor-
able Board of Trade for any such pur-
pose, not if the returns could be meas-
ured in bushels of gold dollars!

. Ed * *

THE YIPSELS were disappointed,
but hardly surprised. As a counter
stroke they printed an announcement
of the action of the business men’s
association, and called the workers’ at-
tention to their enemies. It was very
effective, many of the workers, when
going to make their purchases, first
inquired- if the merchant was a mem-
ber of the Board of Trade, and if he
was, there was mighty little business
done there. Several merchants found
it wiser to cater to their customers,
the workers, than to bow to organiza-
tions that were controlled entirely by
the, big fellows.

ey had requested that all tickets
be settled for before the affair, but
this was done in but very few cases.
So here they were, on the day of the
affair, expenses mounting higher and
higher, and no assurance of success.
In the morning, too, the weather was
against them, but it cleared off in
time and towards evening there was
no opposition on that score. There
was nothing to do but to wait for
developments. . .

WAIT? WELL, NOT QUITE.
There were all kinds of things to be
done at the last minute. They were
very glad then that they had heeded
Organizer Jim’s advice and had
cleared up every possible bit of de-
tail ahead of time. Even now there
were a thousand and one things they
had not thought: of :before;: A big
crowd of the Yipselsiwere: seurrying
about busy at the decorations, on the
stage the final dress rehearsal of the
sketch was taking place, a group of
girls were:busy sewing on the com-
mittee badges, everybody was so busy
that there was no:time left-for wor-
rying. It wasibest, toe; that it was
so, for however necessary thinking
;may be, worrying will never get us
any further.

At first Jim had been trying to do
everything himself. He found himself
chairman of innumerable committees,
and with countless details to attend to.
Some of the things he undoubtedly
could do better than most others,
simply because he had always at-
tended to them in the past. But there
was no time for this now, and he soon
found out that his principal work con-
sisted, not so much of what he could
get done with his own hands, but with
cther people’s. :

There had been a time when such
an attitude would have met with re-
sentment, but now, under the stress
| of these big doings, everybody realized
'that there must be a head, and a great
.many hands to carry out the instruc-
tions of that head. In looking back
igver their achievements, they often
admitted that nothing contributed so
much to success as their whole-heart-
ed, loyal team-work on this occasion.
- The hour &f starting crept closer
and closer and the first arrivals were
already pouring in when all arrange-
ments were completed. Committees
of ushers, floor managers, refresh-
ment servers. ete., were at their
places, everything was in readiness,
the question now was, “Would it be a
success ?”

Gov. James Ferguson told the dele-
gates' to the recent conference on
marketing and farm credits held in
Chicago how he is trying to save
Texas from Socialism. He said: “The
only real preparedness will come when
every man can have his little plot to
defend. It is the only answer the
capitalists can make to the growing
number of Socialists.” We would now
like to hear from the grasping Texas
landlord.

practically complete in itsclf, but it is advis-’

organization, “Young People’s: SOCIA~,

‘Clubs“of Feur or More, 40 Weeks. 25 Cents.
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Having successfully carried on‘

‘the affairs of the city for three ad-
‘ministrations, the Socialists’ of Star

City, West -Va., are getting ready for
the next campaign. John .J'. Higgius
has been nominated for mayor; An-
drew Goldstrom for city recorder, and
William Shay, G. B. Stansbury, Ed-
mond Gerard, . John Bezner and
Charles Twigg for the city council.
At a rousing mass meeting of Star
City Socialists, held Dec. 4, these
nominees were declared the Socialist
Party’s choice for the election to be
held Jan.:6. “The party is united and
confident of victory”, writes Comrade
Higgins.

YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPT.

Organization — Education. — Solidarity.

« = « Director

WILLIAM F. KRUSE

To reach the uation’s youth with the
message of Socialism and:to bring them
into the organized Socislist movement
through Young People’s Socialist- Leagnes.

Address all communications to:

Socialist Party Young People’s Dept.,
863 W. Madison St,, Chicago.

T e N A,

ORGANIZATION TOPICS.

By vote of 330 in favor against 6 opposed
the N. Y. State Federation of the Y.P.S. L.
ratified the action of its Convention in' joining
"the National body

New Leagues organized, Glens Falls, and
Queens No. 2, N. J, Scandinavian and
Douglas Park, Chicago, Ill.,, _Crawfordsville,
Elkhart, Lafayette, and New Castle, Ind., and
Braddock, Pa.

dish

ded. H

L bolt Park, Chi
and Flint, Mich. .

The N. J. State Fed.,, Y. P.S. L., has formed
a Committee on Inter-League affairs, Their
function is to bring about closer unity between
the fourteen leagues affiliated with the ‘Stite
body. Each league is represented by one dele-

gate.
LOCAL LEAGUE ACTIVITIES.-
Elizabeth, N. J., announces- that it uses

refreshments at social evenings. Their first
anniversary celebration was & big success, part
of program being presentation of “The Sec-
ond-story Man” and an address by Comrade
Sheldon, organizer of the *“Boy Pioneers.”

Central West Side, Chicago, .had brilliant
success with its lecture by Robt.  C. Howe on
“The Currency Question”. A. “Flying Post”
with a prize to the girl receiving - greatest
rumber of letters was an.attraction.

Peoria, Ill, celebrates its first anniversary
with the play ‘“Our Incomes”, date Jan.'Znd.

Pittsburg, - Jewich, celebrates opening of i}:s
library with appropriate ceremonies. It ‘will
be open to the public every evening.

Comrade Club, N. J., has conducted stveral
educational trips to such points of interest as
the Museums of Art and Natural History. This
is 8 part of the regular Winter work of this
lcague, and should be used by every Y. P.S. L.
organization. 'Their “Amateur Night”, the
entertainment given entirely by members,
proved a big success, the ‘“hook” being much
in_evidence. |

The North Side, Chicago, Y. P.S. L., has
arranged for & monster Symposium, Concert,
and Dance, at which the foremost exponents
of Socialism in this country will speak. The
other arrangements are such that will make
the affair even better than that described in
the “Story Corner”. This is the gala Yippel
event of the year.

THE KOKOMO CONVENTION.

The launching. of ‘the Y.P.S.L. State
Federation of Indiana was a memorable oc-
casion, The Kokomo comrades covered them-
gelves with glory. by their lavish hospitality,
and the delegates from .eight different cities
did credit to their movement by the business-
like way in which they conducted the affairs
of the meeting., The convention lasted from
Thursday, Nov. 25, until Saturday the.27th,
and many of the delegates remained until late
Sunday before departing. Five business
sessions werc held, a constitution drawn up
and adopted, resolutions were adop on
Militarism, Press, . Industrial and Political
Organization, t of Uni goods,
and many other topics of interest. The follow-
ing officers were elected: State Secretary,
Louis M. Wolf, Kokomo; State Qrganizer,
Clyde Williams, Crawfordsville; Educational
Director, Morris K. Friedman, and Assistant,
Nick Di Cesare, both of South Bend; Member
Ex. Bd., Walter Reiz, Terre Haute; Fin.
Secretary-Treadurer, Agnes Wattles of Koko-
mo. In mentioning that the last named young
comrade is & good worker, it must also be
stated that she is a good-looking good cook.

Neither was the social side of the meeting
neglected. A fine .chicken . dinner was served,
after which a street meeting was held in
front of the Court House, at which State
Sec’y Will Henry, and Nat'l Sec'y Bill_ Kruse
spoke to a large audience. Friday evening the
delegates were entertained by . the State Sec'y
after which all attended a splendid Concert,
given by the Triangle Concert Co. Saturday
came the big Mask Ball, at which enough
money was raised to pay the expenses of the
entire convention, while Sunday afternoon
most of the delegates attended the meeting of
the Kokomo Local of the Party, and on Sun-
day night the meeting of the League. Thruout
the whole Convention the spirit of Comrade-
ship sparkled like wine (or..was it .cider?)
and enthused the delegates in their work. The
bonds of friendship here established will
endure for many years, and upon the foun-
dations here laid down, will be built a Young
Socialist movement of which all ean be proud.

SMOOTH SAILING

By JOHN M. WORK

- SUPPOSE it would be a fine thing
I if the Socilalist movement could
always haye smooth sailing.

There are Sbme adherents of the
movement who evidently expect it to
do so. They expect it to glide along
like a pleasure boat on a placid sum-
mer ‘day until it arrives at the goal.

But that is not the way things hap-
pen in this world.

Everything worth while is gained
after terrific struggle. All the things
that are worth while in our present
so-called civilization represent untold
effort and sacrifice and hardship.
Often those who were lacking in per-
sistence and devotion became discour-
aged and gave up the struggle.

£Q LN

IF PEOPLE only had the power

“Dark Horse' method for raising money for|

s
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HERE ARE THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST'S

TWO XMAS OFFERINGS

W& OU CANNOT make a.mistake by taking advan-
tage of either one or both of the two following

FIRST:

NS SN

CIALIST at 50 cents.

For the Children

- SECOND: - “The New Adventures of Henry Dubb”
will be sent free with every six months’ subscription fo

Christmas offerings of THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST:

For Grownups

The Socialist Party Campaign Book, 330
pages, bound in flexible cloth, will be sent free with
every year’s subscription to

THE AMERICAN §0O-

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST at 25 cents. .

‘A subscription to THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST will
make the best kind of a Christmas present. .So will a
copy of THE SOCIALIST PARTY CAMPAIGN:-BOOK,
or that great cartoon book by Ryan Walker, “The New
Adventures of Henry Dubb.

Rush in your order now, indicating clearly which one
-of these two offers you want to take advantage of.
Write addresses plainly. Order from THE AMERICAN
SOCIALIST, 803 West Madison St., Chicago.

©

o~

€

B L L e e e L T v et ket

Colored Cartoons

individuals.

Single copies ................10¢ boétpaid
25 copies .....ciiiiinnannn
* 100 copies ..............$6.50 express paid

NEWEDITION—NEW PICTURES

A treat to young and old. A selection of Ryan Walket’s best
cartoons with the added attraction of colors.

32 pages,’(5x13% inches) of colored comic cartoons.
352 inches of rollicking sure-enough fun. )

THESE ARE THE
"NNew Adventures
of Henry Dubb

Thousands of copies of Henry Dubb cartoons have heen already
sold. This is a new edition, with new pictures, in three colors,
They make a hit as soon as seen.

They will sell like hot cakes at street meetings, lectures, and to
Every father who wants his son and daughter to
comprehend the struggles of the workers will want to give this
book of pictures to them. They will bring a smile on the face
of any grouch. Even the dullest mind can understand
taken in Walker’s “easy-to-take” doses. o

when

.$2.00 postpaid

| SOCIALISTPARTY, 803 W. MADISON ST., CHICAGO, ILL.

to see these things in perspective, A

they would be able to discern the fact
that in spite of all apparent defeats
and obstacles and discouragemeats,
constant progress is made.

Close range observation results in
delusion in this respect. :

A vessel breasting a stormy sea ap-
pears to make no headway. The great
foam-capped billows follow one an-
other with majestic power. It seems
as if they were intént upon engulfing
the ship. But it steadily progresses
against even them. Now it sinks into
the trough and is almost lost to sight.
Then it rides up the next steep wave
and slides triumphantly over it. And
all the while, in the face of the storm,
it makes headway toward its goal.

.

. 8O WITH the Socialist movement.
The Socialist ship is a goodly craft,
thick' armored and invulnerable. It
has.already met with storm and stress.
Even now it is riding the gale. For
a time it will continue to be tempest-
tossed by angry scas. L
-But it will weather every storm and
arrive safe at last in the land-locked
harbor of the Socialist commonwealth.

£

NO MASS MEETINGS:

It takes more than the inspired
propaganda of the subsidized Navy
League to get the people excited over
the “preparedness for war” plans of
the Jingoes. Congress opened at
Washington and we didn’t hear of a
single one of those megss. meetings
planned by the Navy League “thru-
out the country.” The fact that there
is a Socialist in congress received
more attention from the capitalist
press. .
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15 & Thinker

Socialists are everywhcre making
it uncomfortable. for the old party
promoters of.election frauds. As thé
1esult of an investigation forced at
Schenectady, N. Y. seven warrants
have been issued for the arrest of il-
legal voters, showing the- Socialists
have made good on their charges. So-
cialists are also busy at Dayton, Ohio,
proving their charges of election ir-
r_eg;ularities.

Socialist
W ateceh F'ob

This is something new in mode!
and design. The cut shown here
is exact size of the Fob—but of
course does not disvlay its beauty
and uniqueness. : Tihe metal base
is made of oxidived metal, with
the emblem in the center ir col-
ors. The strap is of good leather.

Price, ringle. fobs........$0.75
One-half dozen ......... 3.50
One dozen ....... veve.. 600

SPECIAL—Given free with club of
twenty subscribers to The Ameri-
can Socialist.

National Office Nocialist Party

803 W. Madison St., Chieago, TIL
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