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HAT IS THIS TALK of preparedness ':n o

about? Against whom are we to pre-

‘pare? Who are the heretofore unknown ene-
- mies?

i What are the herétofore unknown
dangers? Cannot the people be taken into
the confidence of those who have. suddenly
discovered that we are helpless?

Is it not still true that this country is in-
vincible? Is it not true that there is no
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power on earth which can undertake to hold
"an inch of ground of the United States?
Why shoulM we become a menace to our-
selves and te the rest of the world? S
the war teach any new lesson? Have
¢ Socialists for years in all the parlia-
ments of Europe been warning the world that.
the mad race for/ armaments would bring
yust this very con‘éict'f
v Is it not true that Europe has never been
at peace, with explosives accumulated every-

where, and with millions of men en a war
fobting, ready and waiting for a signal? -

Modern wars are so gigantic that standing

armies become insufficient in an early stage
of the conflict, and the entire people must be
called upon for sacrifices.

It was rather easy for the German Em-
peror to point te the presence of large and
threatening armies to the east and west of
him as a menace to Germany. It was neot
difficult for the French government to con-
vince the French people that. the presence
of a large army to the east was & menace
to -France.
was held out as a danger to the very life of
England.

'I‘he growth of democracy has been rather
slow, but enough progress has been. made to.
compel the rulers of nations to argue to the

The growing fleet of Germany |

people that the war was a war of defense.
Every dreadnaught’ added to our navy will

‘mean. an increase of armaments on the -part

of our. neighbors. An increase by them, a

. further increase by us.. And so, indefinitely,

until all the curses of militarism have been
fastened on the people. of the United States.

Nor should we satisfy ourselves with a
mere negatlve opposition to the preparedness
campalgn. We should demand an investiga-
tion into the sources of the propaganda. We
have heretofore understood that the navy
of the United States is efficient and powerful
enough to take care of any enemy.

We should demand the natlonallzation of
the munitions-producing industries, and we

should use every influence as the greatest
neutral and noncombatant nation to urge a
settlement of the war upon a permanent and
durable basis.

If, surrounded: by a raging and furious
mob, Liebknecht in Germany saw his duty
-clear before him, and pleaded against a con-
tinuance of the war; if, defying jeers and rid-
icule, Keir Hardie dared’ to ask questions and
never ceased his efforts to stem the tide of
death-bringing jingoism, how can the repre-
sentatives of the American Socialist move-
ment vindicate themselves before history, if
they should fail, in .and gut of season, to
URGE THE CAUSE OF INTERN lkTIONAIJ
PEACE?

Preparedness Spells Disaster

for Labor; Fight It With All
the Power that You Possess

By JAMES H. MAURER
Socialist Member Pennsylvania Legislature
and President of the Pennsylvania Federa-
tion of Labor.
WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR THIS ISSUE.
HAT are the chief advoeates of pre-
paredness preparing to do?
In one breath they tell us how
they hate militarism in Europe, and

‘m the next breath, how we must be made to

like it here in the United States; that mili-
tarism has proven a curse to the Europeans.
and that, therefore, we must rush into the
curse to be saved.

A number of schemes for saving us have

been proposed ; the administration thinks-‘it”

‘knpws how, but Morgan’s Navy League says

it has a better plan, and .the general staff .
» thinks that an army of 1,500,000

of the arm
would do tlne trick. Senator Penrose of Penn—
sylvania, in a speech in San Francisco a
few days ago, said he wanted not only a
large army, but as many dreadnaughts as
there are States. Ex-President Taft wants
a navy equal to'that of Germany, with ade-
quate submarines and-air-craft thrown in
for good measure, and a regular army of

about 500,000 men; while President Roose-

velt wants all that anyone wants and then

some,
» . * -

AT THE BEGINNING of this elamor for

preparedness, we were told it was for de-
fense against invasion, and now we are told
it is not only for defense against invasion,
but defense for our possessions—the open
door for American products; that the Stars

and Stripes must be upheld wherever and

whenever occasion demands, ete.

1 repeat, what are the capitalists preparing to do?
Do they intend to take advantage of the weakness of
our European neighbors after the war? Or do they
intend to be in a position to dictate, if possible,
the policy under which the European nations shall
conduct their affairs, or who shall have the world’s
markets? Do they fear that the Europeans may de-
cide to continue the present policy of socialized in-
dustry? Our neighbors might decide that since
the socializing of industry worked so successfully
in times of war, that it would work still better in
times of peace. Such arrangements would sound
the death-knell of capitalism and the American capi-
talist surely wants “preparedness” to protect not
only his own hide, but that of his capitalist brother
of Europe. Or, do they fear .the rumblings of dis-
content from the inside? Is it possible that they
fear the collapse of capitalism unless the workers
are forced into utter subjection? Or have the
shrieks and groans of their starving, wounded and
murdered victims of Ludlow, Calumet, Lawrence
and every other industrial hell, caused them to trem-
ble for their own safety? Do they fear an indus-
trial crisis afl:er the war, when the inflated  stocks,
that are now soaring skyward, will drop with a
crash, carrying with them starvation, misery and
death for the workers? Is it to meet such a situa-
tion that they want to prepare? Or, do they fear
that some nation may call them to account for the
part they are now playing so profitably, of supply-
ing some of the warring nations with munitions of
war ?

Not being in personal touch with the Morgan and

Rockefeller groups, I cannot say. just what their-
~plans are; but I do know, personally, some of

the people who are clamoring for “preparedness”
and have a fair knowledge of the history of those
with whom I am not personally acquainted, and
I know that their patriotism fairly reeks with the
smell of profits; that they would no more shoulder a
gun and fight for their country than would the
devil bathe in holy water.
parasites, I know that they have some hellish scheme
on foot that spells disaster for the working class.
* * * P

EX-PRESIDENT TAFT, in a speech delivered be-

fore the National Security League of Chicago, in try-

Therefore, knowing these

ing to justify his position for “preparedness,” first-
attempted to shield the broadclothed pirates who
| stole most of the money Uncle ‘Sam spent in the
past for “preparedness.” He said the legislators
were not to blame for the “pork-barrel” graft and
put the blame on the selfishness of the lawmakers’
constituents, In other words, he blames those who
are robbed for being robbed, because they are self-
ish. Now, Mr. Taft is one of .the little-big men
whom I have met, once in Connecticut and about six
months ago, when he came to the capitol of Penn-
sylvania to tell us lawmakers how to do things, and
therefore I am not in the least surprised at his de-

“ductions of graft.

He further said that, while he did not defend
graft, it is a part of the price we must pay for the
experiment of popular government.
I am not even surprised at him saying this, because
it may be part of their plan of “preparedness” to
disfranchise us ;lnd give us a monarchy.

Some time ago the war promoters mvaded my
home city, Reading, Pa., and a new organization,
called “Preparedness for Defense,” was born. A
committee was appointed to arrange a mass meet-
ing. One. of the largest theaters in the city was
engaged and provision made to ‘secure two smaller
ones on short notice, to take care of the overflow.
- Two Congressmen, an ex-Congressman and a brass
band were engaged to arouse the patriotic spirit
of the people. -1 went early to avoid the rush,
but there was no rush, na overflow; not even enough
to fill the lower floor seats. The speakers orated
for two hours, and in substance. said:

“We need a larger army and navy to protect our
possessions. - We demand the open door for Ameri-
can products. . "'We must protect the .power that will
come our way after the European war, against the
combined powers. We must get into the struggle
for ‘markets..'v’ ‘
. . L3 * L] -

DOES THIS SOUND like preparedness against in-
vasion, or like preparedness for aggression?

“But,” said one of the speakers, Congressman
Crago, “preparedness does not only mean billions
for supply, but men who know how to use the sup-
plies. Guns are all right if you have men to carry
them, but are of no use if you do not have. We
must therefore teach the young to be patriotic, to
love and revere the colors, so-that they will, unhesi-
tatingly, shoulder the gun and follow the flag when
called to do so.

s He took care to say “so that THEY will carry the
gun”; not “WE.” I feel quite safe in saying that
not one of the speakers or any of those actively in-
terested in the meeting would shoulder a gun and
follow the flag.
~ And, as to our possessions which need protection.
At the time when. the jingo press was clamoring
for Mexican intervention I was approached by one of
the street characters about town. The fellow was
selling shoe strings for a living. He said, “Jim,
things look pretty bad in Mexico, and I think it is
time we go down there and settle things.” 1 asked
him in what way the situation in Mexico concerned
him. He looked at me in surprise and said, “Why,

.we must protect our interests there.” Now, here
was a poor creature who did not possess the price.
of a burial lot, talking about protecting his inter-
ests in Mexico. This fellow has the kind of a psy-'
chologically developed brain that Crago and the rest
of his kind want for all the workers. I say if there

-.are possessions which need protection, let those who
possess them protect them.

Looking at the question of preparedness from its
. different angles, as presented by its advocates, and
comparin;z them with. our international relatiors
and the industrial situation in the United States,
my conclusions are that the capitalists are using the
slogan. of invasion as a cloak to hide their real pur-
pose. When the European powers were prepared
for war, no ore feared invasion. Now, when the
European nations are torn to pieces and loaded
down with debts running into many billions, its
f.ghting population reduced by many millions and
its citizens, in a great measure, reduced to women,
children and cripples, we' are told that there is
danger of invasn. “But ” say the skeptlcal “what

- “God knows”. "
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Meyer London Takes His Seat in Congress Monday, December 4th.

is again as large as that of Japan; our navy appro-

pnatlons are three times as large as those  of

Japan, and our army appropriations again as large.

Besides, the only psople who are talking about

Japanese invasion are the war promoters of Amer-

ica and their jingo press.
* W * »*

IN MY MIND, preparedness means one of two
things, or both: The American capitalists want to
be in a position to dictate the commercial policy
of the world; in other words, take advantage of
the European nations now torn to pieces. On the
other hand, the end of the war will work great
changes in the industrial conditions here in the
United States, and the capitalists want to be pre-
pared to meet them.

- The other day five men, representing fourteen
billions of dollars, met in the Hotel Astor, New
York City, to devise ways and means for the
‘American industries to cope with what they termed
“chaotic labor conditions” which they believed would
prevail after the war. .These men deplored labor’s
activity in politics and looked with dread upon the
possibility of an amalgamation of the five railway
brotherhoods. President Baer charactevized the
amalgamation as the most daring and gigantic
thing ever attempted, pointing out how such an
amalgamation might paralyze railway traffic and
cause bankruptcy, or, at least, a great raise in rail-
road rates. To be sure, these gentlemen know why
they. want “preparedness.”

Some people believe that, when the war ends,
all those able to do so will come to America to es-
cape the heavy taxes which the present war will
make necessary. If so, a large army may be neces-
sary to teach us how to starve without grumbling.
On the other hand, it is possible that the reconstruc-
* tion necessary in Europe will create such a demand
for labor that the workers will prefer staying there.
This in time would mean a scarcity of labor here,

"and the law of supply and demand in the labor
market would then begin to operate, for ‘once, the
other way, and this would mean higher wages and
a higher standard- of living for the workers and
reduced 'profits for the shirkers.

Therefore a well-disciplined soldiery, in control of

Preparedness, to- me, spells disaster for the work-
ing class.
you posless,

about Japan?” The popula,tlon of the United. States

Therefore: fight it with all the power.

the masters, would prove a mighty handy weapon- |
to keep the wages, of the workers down and profits up. _

If this becomes a mlhtary despotism, you Con-
gressmen who vote for it will be guilty both of
treason and of the blood of the thousands wRo will
be slaughtered because of -it.

If this nation becomes a military state it will not
be at demand of the people, but solely to satisfy
the treacherous looters of America—Morgan and his
crew—who, if justice prevailed, would have been
hung a year ago for freason.

ORGANIZE FOR THE STRUGGLE

HIS issue of The American Socialist is
called THE MEYER LONDON EDITION

because it marks the entrance of. Meyer Lons
don, the second Socialist Congressman, upon
his duties at Washington;. D. @, the ‘nation’s
capital, at the most critical time in the coun-
try’s history.

Meyer London, while the spokesman of the
one million Socialist voters of the United
States, will represent the entire working class,
the class that labors and produces the necessi-
ties of life. ‘Opposed to.London will be the
Democrats and Republicans representing the
big business interests, of whom thé most ac-
tive in this Congress will be the representa-
tives of the armament ring. This issue of The
American Socialist therefore carries the So-
cialist message against militarism; war and -
private profits in the manufacture of the mu-
nitions of war. .

This issue would not'be complete without a
fﬂea to the one million voting  Socialists to
immediately join the dues-paying ranks of
the Socialist Party and take an active part in'
the campaign now on to “ORGANIZE FOR
1916!” We must organize now for the strug-
gle to win the workers of the nation for So-
_cialism in 1916.

In this critical hour we urge all non-Socialists.
‘to study the principles of Socialiam, to find out
what the Socialist Party stands for, so that
they may be the better gble to decide the
great problems that will be put -before ‘the
voters for settlement in the nationa! elections

of 1916. .

-

Greeting of the First Socialst
Congressman fo His Successor

By VICI‘OR L. BERGER,
First Socialist Congressman,

WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR THIS ISSUE.

N THE MIDST of the most frightful and
fateful war the world has ever seen, and

as a citizen of the only great civilized na-
tion at peace today, the first Socialist to be
elected to Congress sends his greeting to
the Socialist taking his place.

Comrade Meyer London takes his seat in
Congress at a momentous hour. May eco-
nomic -science, Socialist brotherhood: and
practical wisdom be his guiding stars.

In spite of machine guns, submarines and
aeroplanes — the dominant factors making
history today are .economic in character.
They are a part of the great capitalist tranm-

| tion taking place in the world.

L

-

L ENGERND, the country which first devel-
" oped - modern -capitalism; defeated Spain ‘in
the 16th-century, and Holland in' the 17th
century, and later on France in the 19th cen-
tury. And now Great Britain is trying to
crush the competition of Germany. It is
vidle to blame any man or any set of men
in England so long as we still have capital-
ism.

Neither is Germany at fault, however.
Germany has developed economlcally far
enough to compete in the world’s market. It
is one of the world’s great powers and is
“rightfully seeking its place in the sun.”

We still live in a capitalist era. But capi-
talism has evidently not quite overcome
feudalism. And surely capitalism h2s not
even become fully international. It is in
the main international only as far as the
close connection between British and Ameri-
can capitalists is concerned.

= » L ]

WHILE SOCIALISM is international, So-
cialism. cannot become anti-national if Social-
ism is to fulfill its mission. In reality it
never can become anti-national. -

Therefore we cannot very well blame the
Socialist parties of the various European na-
tions for standing with the rest of their
people in this world crisis. And least of all
can we blame any Soclahsts for defending
tneir homes and their wives and children
whenever and wherever they were face to
face with an invasion from countries that
have barbaric military organizations or

tribesmen as soldiers, as, for instance, Cos-

sacks, Turkos, Sikhs, etc.
. ® » » E

WE ALL HOPE that the time will come
when all wars will be impossible.” We all
fight for a world that will be guided by broth-
erhood, good will and Socialism. Our So-
cialist Party will be one great force to bring
about such a development.

Until such a day arrives, however—the
day when philosophy and philosophers shall
rule the world—hunger and love will con-
tinue to rule it. In other words, we must
take care of the immediate interest of the
populatlon, and especially of the proletariat
in the various countries, including our own.
That is work which must be done every day
and from day to day. And it is Socialist
work of paramount importance.

Best wishes to our Soclahst Congressman.
And may economic science, Socialist brother-
hood and practical wisdom guide him.

If -this Beéomes a rmhtary republic it will end,

as such thulgs have always done, ln a military des-
potism.

If this becomes a military nation it will be the
fault of the so-called Christians. There are enough
church members in America to put a short stop to
preparg,trons for war, if they would join in a de-
mand Congress that it be done.
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Here is all
while boiled down for workers so busy%

fighting for Socialism they do not have
time to read the daily capitalist papers.

. MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22.
British hold up Greek ships at Gibraltar in
effort to force Greece to join allfes. o
Food ecrisis in Germany reported worse.
C battles i on . .
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23.

. Declared Italisn army is on _way to ald.
Serbia and that Russian army of 360,000 gath-
ers to attack Bulgaria.

Woman's Peace Party starts work of spend-
ing $10,000, calling upon 5,000 women’s or-
ganizations to urge President Wilson to eall
conference of neatral nations to settle Euro-
pean war.

Opponents of governmént-owned ships charge
President Wilson with playiag politics.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24.

Food riots break out in Poland and civilians
fight German troops. ‘ ’

Henry Ford, auto manufacturer, plans to
charter ocean liner and take peace agdvocates
to Europe. ]

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25.

Ten are killed by Arkansas tornado near
Hot Springs.

Italians report they have taken Goritz, Aus-
trian stronghold, after four months’ cam-
paign.

Henry Ford’s peace ship plan roils Great
Britain as 20,000 telegrams reach White House
at Washington, D. C., urging start of peace
negotiations.

Having been chartered by the va-
rious States to exploit citizens of oth-
er States, the capitalists now demand
that Uncle Sam bond himself to guar-
antee their loot.

Having given to the campaign funds

of all the old parties, the capitalists of

- America now demand that laws be

made and interpreted for their sole
benefit. .

Under the auspices of the Swiss So-
cialist Party most successful demon-
strations have been held in all parts
of Switzerland demanding peace.
Large numbers were present, and
yesolutions were passed with great
enthusiasm.

CIRCULATE THIS
SPECIAL EDITION

HERE is no bigger work
before the Socialists of the

United States today than the
circulation, of this issue, THE
MEYER LONDON EDITION of
The American Socialist. We be-
lieve it contains the best argu-
ment ever written for peace and
against militarism. The articles
to be found in this issue have
been written by some of the best
minds in the nation.

Every lover of peace and hu-
manity should rejoice at the fact:
that a Socialist, Meyer London,
will be a member of the forth-
coming session of the national
Congress that will hold the fate
of the nation in its hands.

Others may grow timid and|

discouraged in their struggle
against the Moloch of milita-
rism. Byt Meyer London will
never falter. He knows he has
one million fighting, voting So-
cialists behind him. He knows
he can depend on you in any
crisis. Help him in his fight
NOW by distributing a bundle of
this issue. Here is the order
blank:
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Herald 'uf_r!_ew Order

i By EMIL SEIDEL .

WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR THIS ISSUE.
HE NECESSITY of workers be-

ing represented in the Parliaments
of their respective countries is so well

of the United States, there is hardly n
modern country but what labor has'its
representation. .

Our own_delinquency has therefore
placed us in the position where the
welfare of 'our class is completely ig-
nored in the sessions of our national
legislature. The very best that has
been thrown to us is an occasional in-
vestigation, and for extra measure,
a “would-be” radical report.

Sb easy are we, satisfied that we
go into ecstacies when such a report
occasionally merely verifies” what is
common knowledge. and what Social-
ist writers and “soap-boxers” have
told the world over and over again.

The gress recently published 13 rea-
sons why the Sixty-fourth Congress is
to be’ the most important in 50 years.
Of these 113 reasons the twelfth men-
tions industrial relations and the thir-

| teenth rural credits.

Thus the industrial worker and the

trust, the ammunition interests, the
powder concerns, the sugar combine,
the shipping gang, the water-power
grabbers, the cattle bunch, the min-
eral thieves, the pork-barrel hogs and
zlﬁ the others have first had their

Why are we thus relegated to the
rcar? Because we have allowed the
others to crowd to the front. Now
we are made to believe that their

,interests are the country’s interests.

Much has Victor L. Berger done in
putting the brakes on the reactionary
machine. And undoubtedly Meyer
London will follow the first Socialist
in our Congress. |

However, to do positive work it
takes more than one Congressman.
We need a strong minority to wrest
concessions from our enemy! To take
things for ourselves we need a ma-
jority.

As for the work that must be done,
there is so much of it that the task
of doing it is herculean.

The time is past where we need

tem is a failure. Seventy-five of ev-
ery one hyndred intelligent observers
will admit that we need a change.
Positive recommendations and plans
for carrying them into effect is what
is needed today. .

As general demands we might men-
tion the maximum work-day; the
minimum wage; a day of rest in seven;
equal political rights to all workers,
regardless of sex, residence, property
or tax considerations; old-age, inva-
lid and mothers’ pensions; sick, death
and unemployment insurance; absolute
freedom of speech, press, coaiition, as-
semblage, and teaching, and free ad-
ministration of law and justice.

For the protection of the home we
must have the\ orghnization of city
and home-planning intelligence; mu-

‘materials

tionalization of all buﬂdi'ng m
the specu-

and supplies; elimination o
city building. :

our people we must organize food and
clothing production, collection -and
distribution; construet national ware
and storage houses, granaries and ele-
vators; construct an adequate and
modern railroad system arnd abolish
speculation in food and clothing.

In the same manner we must be-
gin to protect the health of our race
by socializing the art of surgery and
therapeutics; nationalize drug and
medicine production; municipalize
medical dispensaries and exercise su-
pervihsion over the health of child and
youth,

Education must be unlimited and ac-
cessible to all, regardless of means or
wealth.

These are but a few things which
a Congressman can prepare the way
for, aid, propagate and fight for. )

In Congress a. Socialist can speak
to millions—in fact, the nation is his
audience. In Congress he enters the
arena. in behalf of the working class.
In Congress he can watch and often
frustrate the schemes of our ene-
mies. In Congress he .can protest
the injuries done to our class in its
struggles for freedom. -

The Socialist Congressman fis the

Herald, of a New Day and a New
Order.’ .

I am sending enclosed $. »
) ) PLAN

PLAN
éént

PLAN

R

Name.......
BUNDLE RATES: .

1000 ...... . er 8600 .

800 ..everenes 250 Address.....
200 <ieeenss.. 100

100 soeeiaaeen 50

NOTE.—Fill in the above

Kirkpatrick, or “The Anti-War

ORDER NOW}

‘‘Meyer London”’ EditionBlank
(No. 161, dated December 4, 19'15.)

Anterican Socialist, Chicago, TIL.:
I want to help OUR CONGRESSMAN, MEYER LONDON,
in his fight to force Congress to vote against war and militarism.

v eons

.".copies of the “MEYER LONDON EDITION” to be
sent to the address below at the rate of one-half a cent a copy.

........copies of the “MEYER LONDON EDITION” to be
to the list of names and addresses enclosed in this letter
at the rate of three-fourths of a cent a copy.

..........copies of the “MEYER LONDON EDITION” to b
distributed by THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST'S volunteers:
where they will do the most good. ’ .

City...oovevrneennana...State. . i,

For every order sent in we will send you as a premium 1,000
copies of one of the three leaflets, “How Socialism Would Meet
the War Crisis,” “The Socialists and the Sword,” by George R.

of the Socialist Party of the United States.” SEND IN YOUR

to pay for the following:
NO. 1. ‘ :

NO. 2. :

NO. 3. o

seesssroeserssecnsceseney

v
essecessesssssessselbsseve

carefully and mail it at once.

Manifesto and Peace Program
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| - We Challenge You,

recognized that, with the exception |,

'President Wilsbn !‘

)

vote of the people, apart from

at a profit.
for THEM. ‘

schemers for loot and murder?

farmer are put off until the steel

show or prove that the present Sys-|

nicipalizing of land in the cities; na-|

lator and investor from home. and|

To protect the food and clothing of |

| East Side campaign way

HE American people do NOT want preparation for war
under the hypocritical disguise of protection for peace.
We CHALLENGE you, President Wilson, to submit it to a

as their representative, ought to do.
We KNOW you are being deceived by munition makers
-and papers that have an interest in selling munitions of war
* Find out what the people want, and. do not want, and act

We DARE you to do this. -
Are you a DEMOCRAT or a mere agent of a small class of

ANSWER BY YOUR ACT

politics, to find out what YOU,

ONS!

Here’s Story of Fight That
Elected Our Congressman

WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR THIS ISSUE.

I burn up with enthusiasm.” The e
ticularly unique event, nof even

000 men and women packed: Madison

what to make of it.

Side was on its toes. Year after yea
victory. The repeated elections of the
lone Tammany man who represented
the district for many years were con-
sidered as defeats by the people. The
Tammany vote did not represent them.
They knew it, and year after year,
fight after fight, the masses went
down to defeat.

It was in 1896 .that the Socialists
made their first bid for ‘the old Ninth
Congressional Distrjct, ' now  the
Twelfth. In that year Daniel De Leon
made a great fight, and if it had not
been for the disruption of the Party
shortly after, a few more campaigns

them elected in the metropolis at each biennial election.

By WILLIAM MORRIS .FEIGENBAUM

HE ELECTION of Meyer Londonwas an event that made New York

lection of a Congressman is not a par-
in New York. There are over 20 of
And so, when 20,-
Square Garden the Sunday after elec-

tion and went into a frenzy of enthusiasm at the first Socialist Congressman
—the first elected Socialist to any office in the city—New York did not know

The night of election was a tense period to thousands. The great East

r the masses of men and women who

live in that section in poverty and darkness had been praying for a Socialist

during the great cloakmakers’ strike
that London led, and the work for
him was full of the devotion of thou-
sands of garment workers. But he
was doomed to defeat.

It was in 1912, the year of the'Mil-
lion Votes, that London was elected,
and cheated. Tammany was on the
run. The East Side was their strong-
hold. To 'be beaten there was dis-
grace. So every art of that gallant

gunmen and pimps was used with tell-.

The Fighting Socialist Congressman

MEYER
Who will take his seat next Monday as lone Socialist in Congress.

LONDON,

J
would have put that brilliant and er-
ratic man into Congress. But the
split came, and for a while the sole
Socialist activity was to keep the
Party intact.

In 1904 the Comrades decided that
the time had come again to win. The
candidate selected was Joseph Bar-
ondess, a popular labor leader, whose
Socialism was rather sketchy. But
he had the affection of the people,
and under. the leadership of the cam-
paign manager, Benjamin Feigen-
baum, a wonderful fight was waged,
and the Social Demoecratic Party—our
name at that time—was a good -third
in the results, coming close up to the
Republicans. )

Hillquit Is Candidate.

So close had we come to victory
that the -Comrades decided in 1906
that the time had come to select a
man about whom there need be no
doubt; Barondess was apt to get the
Party misunderstood by perfectly
well-meant pranks. So the candidate
was Morris Hillquit, upon which Bar-
ondess tore up his Red Card in dis-
gust, and he has since become “re-
speetable.”

Right nobly did the Comrades fight
to elect Hillquit. It is the earnest be-
lief of thousands who were Active in
that fight that he was clected, and-
only beaten by fraud. The enthusiasm
was tremendcus. Practically every
Party worker in the city went down
into the district to take a whack at
Tammany. There never was a more
wonderful campaign. And in order to
encompass Hillguit’s defeat, the Re-
publican threw his vote to Goldfogle,
the cheap and shoddy Tammany man
who fought against Socialism for so
many years. And from 1906 therc
never was a year that the Socialist

{vote was not at least second; from

that year the Re¥ublican party was
eliminated as a
trict. o .
In 1908, with greater énthusiasm
than ever, with greater work and bet-
ter directed, Hillquit's vote dropped,
and Goldfogle won at least; one vic-
tory that did not have the stigma of
fraud on it. - , )
In 1910 the Comrades were unable
to get Hillquit to run sgain, as his
health was %reaking down. ' Never a
strong man, -the exacting work-of an
sufficient to]
so. the Com-,

wear down a giant. And

actor in that .dis-|

ing effect, a}id London was technical-
ly beaten. I

the hearts out of the people. Lon-
don had been sent as a delegate to
the International Socialist Conference
and was stranded for a while in Eng-
land. He came back with a burning
hatred for war in his heart. He came
and inspired the Comrades to greater
and ever greater efforts. -As week
followed week, as the day drew near,
it was evident that nothing could
keep the laurels from the Socialists
this time. -

But the Comrades had learned their
lesson. No vote was considered won
until it was cast, counted, entered up-
on the tally sheet and sworn to.

Watchers were organized. Men who
were ready to fight with their fists
for the votes that meant so much to
them, cheerfully and joyfully went
in, under gangsters’ guns and knives,
and saw to it that there was a fair
count. The excitement®was intense,
but we won!

The Forward Building is on Rut-
gers Square. So is the buildinhg of
the Tageblatt, the reactionary Jewish
newspaper. Hundreds of thousands
of - men and women stocd in that
square, packed tight, reading the ly-
ing and faked-up bulletins of Lon-
don’s defeat, flashed by the Tageblatt,
long past midnight. It was 2 a. m.
that the glorious news was known.
The scene was one that is remem-
bered, and will be for all their lives
by those who were there. Men and
women kissed each other for joy.
Thousands wept. It was not the elec-
tion of a candidate. It was the- tri-
umph of an idea that caused such
'boundless joy. It was something that
the people had been praying and
working and fighting for, for dec-
ades. And it came true! .

Thru the stupidity of the “Fathers”
‘Congress' will not meet wuntil 13
months after the election of London.
‘But in all this time our Congressman
has been busy learning his job. He
has been going with the masses,
Jearning them—as if, indeed, he did
not know them . weN already; he has
been showing the Comrades who
fought so superbly for him that their
trust in him as the spokesman of a
great Cause was not misplaced. -
| - For it is as it should be. Our Lone
‘Congressman is not a Man. He Is

rades selected, with .the

greatest ‘én~
thusiasm, Meyer Laéndod.’,And" th
fight. was made-with. a~¥i

'what we all.cry aloud that our office-
nd of right onght to be,

x,

bunch of - ballot box stuffers, thugs,]

In 1914 the War hroke out. It took|

“War Congressman,
- Traitor

By LINCOLN PHIFER

WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR THIS ISSUE.

Persia prepared a tremendous army
‘}clq collixquer Greece, and Xerxes lost
is all.

Spain prepared an “invincible ar-
mada” to conquer England, ‘and it
proved her undoing.

.Home owners were never beaten, tho
they never had an army. Renters are
made to support armies in order to
keep themselves in subjection to the
spoilers.

When we get a strong military or-
ganization we will have a military
rule. Then let anyone dare to criti-
cise the looters of the workers and
he will follew Joe Hill,

Mr. Congressman, the beginning of
“preparedness” is the beginning of
the end,of. the republic. You who vote
for it are traitors to your country and
violators of your oath of office,

After all, British or German land-
lords and capitalists would be no
worse than American plutocrats. Let
them conquer us, if they will only oust
Morgan and Rockefeller.

Julius Caesar was president of a
republic, .and “did thrice refuse a
kingly crown,” yet, because he estab-
lished militarism in Rome, he is re-
garded as the first Roman Emperor.

America would not be the most
hated nation on earth if the adminis-
tration had followed the advice of
Socialists and absolutely forbidden ex-
portation of munitions or food during
the progress of the war.

ting land and preparing homes for
workers on easy terms, and you would
do ten fold more for the protection
of America than you would in becom-
ing belligerent. .

When we get a big army and navy,
what will we do with it besides
wrecking the people in paying for its
upkeep? If we are not attacked, we
shall have to attack or it will repre-
sent a wicked waste of money.

With all the millions America has
given the armament trust, slave work
conditions prevail in their mills, You
who vote for “preparedness” vote for
subsidies for the plutocrats and slav-
ery for the workers of America.

They tell you the German-Ameri-
cans are traitors to America; yet
watch the plutocrats of this country,
after the European war ends, import
millions of the ruined and discouraged

|in order to break the American work-

ers’ demand for decent wages.

If the Germans in America are dis-
loyal it is because the administration
has not treated them fairly. They
have a right to believe that, having

‘| begun to provoke war, the proposed

billion for. preparation is intended
only to shoot their countrymen in a
war of conquest.

The masters. believe that in trans-
ferring their pro};:erty forms from
stocks to bonds, the people will for-
get the exposures Socialists have
rade of the profit system; but they
want a military despotism in order to
make sure of their loot and be able to
suppress all criticism. :

It was the Pirate Drake who defeat-
ed Spain and so established England
as the ruler of the-seas. It is a de-
scendant of the English Pirate Mor-
gan who now proposes to make him-
self, as plutocrat, the ruler of the
worh}’thru use of American “prepared-
ness.

If Morgan and Rockefeller were im-
prisoned for their efforts to plunge
America into war, and their property
confiscated, as it should be, America
would have it in her power to em-
ploy idle men in the land, and in do-
ibx;g that would make herself invinci-

e.

The reactionaries are rallying in or-
der to transform the property forms
of the plutocrats from stocks to bonds,
guaranteed by the government. , The
demand for a big army is to keep the
people in subjection for the payment
of the tribute.

A big army and navy on the part
of Uncle Sam would be a departure
from the American ideal, and coming
just at the time when Europe is al-
most wrecked thru her armies and
navies, it would be a challenge to the
world. It means conquest, not pro-
tection. ,

They tell you that America was not
prepared for war in 1898. And there
was absolutely no need for it to have
been prepared. Spain offered to yiekl
every demand made by the United
States without war, tho the facts were
concealed. The war was fought for
conquest for the sugar trust, and for
no other purpose whatever.

While American papers are pictur-
ing Europe as a brute highwayman,
many times larger than the United
States, ready. to fall on and rob the
workers - of this land of that which
they do not possess, European papers
might with more justice picture Uncle
Sam as arming himself to loot crip-
pled Europe. ’

They tell you America was not pre-
pared for war in 1845. Nevertheless
she Wwas able to sail in and rob. Mexi-
co of half her territory—the sole ob-
jett of the war being to perpetuate the
slave aristocracy of the South by add-
ing new territory below the Mason
and Dixon line. . )

If we. were to prepare for war in
order to maintain the plytocratic rule
of the present—and there‘is no other
purpose in arming at this time—who
can_tell but that the trained officials
would turn traitors, ‘as they did in

Hopes and our Jdell: ¥

1860, and put in s, dictator in _plgce
of « president, s the so,lgim_kd:%,
Roosays republic. didF 5 © 0

- Spend half a billion dollars in get-

What One Socialist in Congress

~ Has Done Another CanDo .

By CARL D.
WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR THIS ISSUE.

THOMPSON

S MEYER LONDON, the one Socialist, enters upon his duties in the
United States Congress, some will be inclined to say, “What can e

lone Socialist do in Congress wi

th 499 against him ?”

In repiy, we say, in the first place, they will not all be against hir

on all matters.

and will be more so as time goes on,

There are many things now that Socialists stand for
that old party representatives dare not oppose.

It has been so in the past,

But there is another reason why we may expect things of Socialist Con-
gressman London. We have had one “lone Socialist” in Congress before. We

have had onc lone Socialist in State
legislatures, in city councils and coun-
ty boards. And their achievements
have surprised everybody.

- One Socialist in such bodies is an-
other case of one man in the right is
a host. So it was when Victor L.
Rerger entered® Congress in 1911. Ev-
eryone said, “What can onc Socialist
do?” Well, he did many things.
Among them may be mentioned the

following: -

Berger'd Record in Congress.

I. Securcd the Settlement of the
Lawrence Strike.—When the appalling
conditions, the starvation wages, the |
brutal treatment of men, women and!
little children and the wanton killing!
of a woman by the police and militia
became known to Congressman Ber-
ger, -he at once took the matter up
in Congress. He introduced a resolu-
tion to have a commission investigate
“The Relations of the American Wool-
en Company to the Strike of Its Oper-
atives at Lawrence, Mass.” ’

The resolution was referred to the
committee on rules, and before this
committee hearings were held that in
themselves served as an investigation.
They brought out in an official way
the conditions in Lawrence. 'The hear-
ings were published in File 464 of a
special report, known as Document
No. 671, on “The Strike at Lawrence,
Mass.” C . '

The strike was settled and &ll agree
that the ‘Socialist Congressman’s ac-
tivities had a great part to do in
bringing this about.

II. Other Labor Measures were:
The One Day’s Rest in Seven,
Helping in Labor Troubles and

Disputes. * :
To Solve the Problem of the
Unemployed.

III. Exposed the Fallacy of the
Tariff.—For half a century our pro-
tective tariff politicians have urged a
high tariff on the ground of its al-
leged benefits to labor. Here is the
man to put their proposition to a final
test. And he did it in the case of
the woolen industries in such a way
as to leave not an iota of doubt or
question remaining.

. The facts brought out by the inves-
tigation of the appalling conditions
of the textile workers at Lawrence,
reviewed above, and further facts pre-
sented by Congressman Berger in his
speeches and debates on the various
tariff measures, served to rip the mask
off this monstrous hypocrisy of our
government’s policy and leave it com-
pletely exposed.

- Presents Socialist Solution.

IV. Gave the Socialist Solution of
the Trust Problem.—

The Socialist solution of the Trust
Problem was outlined in the bill pre-
sented in Congress by Berger, Dec.
4, 1912, :

The plan proposes that whenever
any corporation or combination
reaches a point where it controls 40
per cent of the output or service in its
line, then it shall be acquired, owned
and operated by the United States
government for the benefit of the
whole people. .

In this connection special mention |

should be made of Congressman Ber-
ger’s bill for the government owner-
ship of the railorads, express, tele-
graph and telephone companies.

Measures for a Real Democracy.—
Congressman Berger put before Con-
gress and thereby in a formal way
before the American people the whole
program of Socialism for the democ-
ratizing ¢f the forms of government.
This was done in the form of meas-
ures covering the following points:

(1) Direct legislation, including the
recall; (2) the abolition of the Unit-
ed States Senate; (3) limitation of the
power of the Supreme Court; (4) uni-
versal adult (including woman) suf-
frage; and (5) a national constitu-
tional convention.

V. Forced Resignation of a- Cor-
rupt Federal Judge.—Even the capi-
talist press gave Berger credit for do-
ing a mighty good job in beginning im-
peachment proceedings a~ainst Judge
Hanford of Washington. And all
agree that his activities forced the
judge’s resignation.

Champions Cause of Labor.

VI. Introduced many important La-
bor Measures.—Among them the fol-
lowing: -

1. FEight-hour day for all labor em-
ployed on government contract work.

2. A general old-age pension bill.
The fact that many of the progressive
countries already have some such leg-
islation as this tended to greatly
strengthen Berger’s position. The in-
troduction of the bill started a wide-
spread and mostly favorable discus-
sion of the whole subject.

3. ‘The right of postal employes of
the government to organize and peti-
tion Congress. The public must be
the model employer. A government
in the control of capitalistic interests
might take over public utilities, sup-
press the right of organization, free
speech and petition and thus become
the most tyrannous of labor oppress-
ors. This tendency has manifested
itself already on the public railways
in foreign countries where the right
of the workers to organize has been
violently suppressed. And as a mat-
ter of fact, these rights are being de-
nied here in America.

They must be maintained at all haz-
ards. They are vital to the cause of
labor and fundamental to the purpose
of Socialism. .

4. A bill to protect women wage
workers in the District of Columbia.
This provides for an eight-hour day,
for one day’s rest in each weetl;fspros‘

der 18 years of age before 7 o’clock
in the morning or after 6 at night.

Protests. Starvation Wages. ,

6. Protest against  starvation

wages. In a speech in the House, Jan.
14, 1912, Berger denounced the Dem-
ocratic appropriation bill for the Dig-,
trict of Columbia because of the ex-
tremely low wages provided for some’
of the public employes. Some were
getting as low as $240 a year.
. A similar protest was made in a
speech on March 4, 1912, against the
low wages paid to the employes in the
Department of Agriculture.

6. For better conditions for the
workers. In the bill introduced by
Berger for a new postoffice building
at Waukesha, Wis., the spirit of the
Socialist legislation is again illustrat-
ed. Careful provision was made im
the drafting of the bill for the comr
fort, health and convenience of the
workers.

Other measures providing for the
comfort and convenience of the work-
ers were introduced. An amendment
to pending legislation was introduced
by Berger on May 1, 1912, to permit
postal employes to use stools for at
least two hours a day. And the amend-
ment came near carrying. The vote
stood 35 for to 55 against.

Berger’s cfforts to secure relief for
the mail carriers from their hot and
keavy uniforms in summer was even
more successful. In this case he took
the matter up directly with the Post-
office Department, and secured a modi-
fication of the hitherto strict orders.

Just Watch Meyer London.

So, you see, one Socialist in Con-
gress can do a great deal. Just watch
our Congressman Meyer London.

However, while one Socialist can _do
a great deal il Congress, ten or a
dozen ‘can do more.

Let us buckle on our armor and go
out to battle for the campaign of 1916,
and give Comrade London about a
dozen wmore Socialist Congressmen
next fall.

Alfred Keimling, one of the best-
known Socialists in Germany, is an-
other conspichious victim of the war.
He_served in the Red.Cross and while
alding the sick and whunded con-
{racted- a disease that proved fatal.
Keimling was a member of the Saxon
l.egislature and also Secretary of the
Socialist group in the National Par-
liament. He gained a great deal of
prestige because of his persistent
work in behalf of children workers.

I would like to explain to those who wre
making the complaint that there is no credit
given Ryan Walker, as cartoonist, on the
title page of the Henry Dubb song, that it
was the fault of the printer, mnd not the
publisher, and that it will be on all future
editions. FRANK SMELSER, Pub.

Rise upt Get ahead! Be somebody. Youcando it
and I will help you. Make your mark in the world.
Get a start, Succass is for you the same as for any otl
man—Iif you“:mcw the v;-y,“ }‘};nve !:'elpfdwﬂ lomf-
5 ¢! A 3
'oung men success, Wi [2 E 1 Co m

ow Judge Gary, Pres. of the
forged ahead; hzw ‘Woodrow Wilson was enabled
to the President’s chair.

LAW IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY:

Legal training is the very foundation of success. Everys
where the legally trained man wins the big position
the big reward. now the Law and your chances
advancement are unlimited. Pass it up ahd you're tied
to a “‘job’’ for life, Now’s your chance to make)the
start — today. I have e
1, Personally, Offer You .5 g..,"‘..’,'d" .
This Legal Training — o7 fomke 2
training possible for every man who writesme. I will bring
‘it to you in your own home—by mail—for a few cents &
day. Our Home-Study Course is complete—-written soany-
y can understand it. Oombines the Text Book, Caseand
Lecture methods of instruction, same as big Up‘veruihg-.
In spare tima you can quickly master overwmt. Strike
s T e Ty Sy L D 1l
E er, 80 Wi ay for ful icula
;ﬁ?:zeobooh “‘How to Lexm Law.” [t's FREE,
J. E. Markus, Pres. AMERICAN CORRESPONDENCE
SCHOOL OF LAW, 2089 Manhattan Bidg.,,CNICAGO

KIND FRIEND-Believing that you are in-
terested in the preservation of what liberties
we have left, together with freedom of speech
and press, and in repelling all attacks upon
our public schools, we wish to call your atten-
tion to a publication that will enter the arena
to join in the fight to defeat the foes of our
cherished institutions who seek to destroy our
republic and thereby re-establish the rule of
superstition, tyranny and religious intoler-
ance. It is only by the growth of liberal
thought and its spread among the people that
we can hope to win the struggle before us. A
group of Rationalists have decided to start a
periodical (that will combat all brands of re-
ligious dogma) and place it within the means
and reach of the poorest citizen. The publica-
tion will be named “THE CRUCIBLE.” We
hope to hear from you at your earliest conve-
nience, and that you can assist, even if in but
a small way. Call or address The Crucible
Publishing Co., 1330 1st Ave., Seattle. Wash.

Your Rubbers Can’t Gome Off

In the mud if my patent attachment is used.
A child can attach it to rubber. Simple, serv-
iceable; you can’t afford to be without a pair
for 26c¢, postpaid, coin or stamps. State size
of shoe. W, E. TYSON, Cambridge, Idaho.

to make the best bah

obtainable;' will draw

any land animal to your trap, though I make
a special bait for wolves.
C. W. DUNN, R. R. 1, CHILDRESS, TEXAS

I'm interested in the exc.:
termination of wolves,
ete. Will tell you hew

SOCIALIST WANTED TO. RUN A STORE.

A Comrade writes from Lay, Colorado, that
he bas a good opening for a_Socialist who
could open and run a stare.
Moffat road lnN northwestern -Colorado.

hibiting 'the ewiployment of. girls un-

dress. J. W. JONES, Lay, Coloyade, e

Lay is on the .
Ad-

o




Weekly, 50 Cents per Year.
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Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents.

MEYER LONDON IN CONGRESS]

By EUGENE V. DEBS

\

VRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR THIS ISSUE.

HEN THE NEWS came that Meyer |

London had been elected to Congress
o represent the impoverished working class
if the East Side of New York City, I.re-
oiced in the victory mainly because of the
ersonality of the candidate and the char-
wcter of the man. I knew that London him-
elf was the child of poverty, that he had

shared in all the privations and sufferings |

f his poverty-stricken constituents, that he
1ad for years stood by them in the courts
ind fought for them in their strikes, and that
n Congress he would be, to the fullest ex-
ent of his ability and power, the staunch
lefender of their rights and interests. -
In a few days more Congress will con-
vene, and Meyer London will respond to the
roll as the only Socialist, the only real rep-
resentative of the working class in the legis.

lative branch of our capitalist government,

Comrade London is peculiarly fitted .for the
task, which will be anything but an easy.one.
First of all, he is absolutely loyal to the worky
ing class, tested in the heat of battle ‘for
years, and never found wapting. Next, he
is a stirring speaker, clear of vision, cogent.

in argument, earnest and impressive in man-| -

ner, with a ready command of his resources
in debate, and, finally, he has the courage,
the will, the determination, the fighting
spirit of the proletariah revolutionist, and
while always courteous in manner and ob-
serving all the amenities- of decent inter-
course with his fellows, he will not be found
wanting when it comes to close quarters
with the enemy.

. To be.a lone Socialist in Congress*is. a
distinction, but not entirely an enviable one.
While there is great opportunity to serve
the Cause, there is also the equally great
risk of being tricked or trapped into a blun-
der that may do irreparable injury. We can
trust Meyer London te be on the alert and to

!

'TAKING THE DUBB OITY OUT OF “WASHINGTON, D. C.”

Paw; IF THE SoC/ALISTS
ELECT A LoTOF -
CONGRESSMENV THEY

D.C., ANY more
waye
DecAause T
WONT BE A
‘Duss iy

ANY "ON(‘EE—\)

-1 CANT CALL WASHING Ton

A "By Ryan Walker

You AINT
QETTING Too

do not in the least doubt he will be able to
give a perfectly satisfactory account of him-
self and his stewardship.

Berger did effective work in Congress, and
on several occasions demonstrated the value
of even a single Socialist in that body of.

- capitalist legislators and politicians. London
will profit by Berger’s experience, ahd not
only add another chapter to the opening
pages of working class representation in Con-
-gress, but make clear, by what can he done
by a lone Socialist, the necessity of electing
a score or more of Socialists to Congress in

If this becomes a military nation it wili inevita-
. bly mean a subversion of the republic.

If this becomes a military nation, President Wil-"
son, a professing Christian and a so-called progres-
sive, will be largely responsible for the consequent
overthrow of American institutions.

% If'this becomes a military nation it,will be be-

cause a treacherous Congress refused to let the peo- |

. ple prepare.for“their own defense by every man
carrying fitearms, -as provided for in the constitu-
tion, and instead armed a few of thé 'people -and

- If this becomes a military nation it will be be-
cause Congress acted without consulting the people.
It is afraid to consult the people by putting “pre-
paredness” to a vote. The fear means guilt.

If this becomes & military nation it will not be
out of desire to protect the people who work in

America, but to turn them into highwaymen for the

benefit of capitalists who wish to loot Europe while
she is weak after war.

Do you know that the Cimegie Steel Co. has drawn
$32,954,377 in armor plate contracts from the Fed-

WE ARE FIGHTING FOR

1. The abolition of the manufacture of
arms and munitions for private profit.
2. The prohibition of exportation of arms,
war equipment and supplies from one
country to another.
3. Against an increase in existing arma-
. ments under any circumstances;
against all appropriations for military
and naval purposes.
4. Disarmament—universal disarmament
as'speedily as possible.
- NOT ONE DOLLAR FOR MILITARISM
AND MURDER!

do his best, and when the session is over I

the elections next fall.

made them controlled and gfficered/by clgss interests.

A,

_eral- government since .1887?

Do you know that the present chief of ordnance,
Brigadier General William Crozier, was formerly in
partnership with the Bethlehem Iron Co., now the
Bethlehem Steel Co., one of the firms composing
the, war trust? ’

Do you know  that, while he was captain in the
army, Crozier perfected what is known as the Buf-
fiington-Crozier disappearing gun carriage, and that,
at the suggestion of the Bethlehem Co., the applica-
tion for the patent was made by Crozier and General
Buffington ? E

‘Do you know:. that in 1894 the two officers sold the
patent to the Bethlehem Co., receiving $10,000 cash
and being promised royalties on all gun’carrisges
sold to foreign nations until the sum reached $40,

‘| 000 to $50,000?

Do you know that Crozier, while still a partner
with the Bethlehem Co., was promoted to the office
of chief of ordnance, in viclation of the law, jump-
ing over three grades in the army and 27 officers
of greater age and longer service?

Do you know that Crozier’s appointment was con-
firmed by the Senate-in secret session in 1902, and
that the war department has since installed $9,-
000,000 worth of Buffington-Crozier carriages?

Do you know that the Bethlehem Steel Co. has
drawn $42,321,237 in armor plate contracts from
the Federal government since 18877

WHITHER?

By GEORGE ALLAN ENGLAND

WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR THIS ISSUE.
AR up above the traffic-
tides pf Tremont street, Bos-

ton, you can see a huge United

States shield, electrically light-

ed, flinging its colors across the

night. This shield is affixed to

a theater; its purpose is to ad-

vertise “The Battle Cry of

Peace.” A great sign, near by,

quotes Roosevelt’s approbation

of the photo-play. All Boston is

crowding to see the drama, a

rabid scream for ‘prepared-

ness.” Thus goes the propagan-
da of the armament makers and

the jingoes. .

“Only one small activity, this,
compared with those today
sweeping the land. War-plays
and movies, magazine articles,
daily press, university «chair and
pulpit, all are driving the nation
on and on toward the precipice
of militarism. More than that,
the peace propaganda is already
suffering persecution. Just now
Jack London’s remarks anent
the true depravity of perfect
soldiers have been slated for ex-
clusion from the mails. My
Boston Post this morning quotes a
gentleman named Coburn as having
stated that ‘“the Prussianizing of
American life is certainly well ad-
vanced,” and counters with the edi-
torial remark that London’s exposure
of the military psychology is “false,
unpatriotic and cruel * * * g li-
bel upon every individual of the mag-
nificent body of men who make up our
volunteer militia, as well as upon the
regular army.” Straws such as this
readily determine the current of the
wind. My guess is that we are now
already feeling the preliminary zeph-
yrs of a great militarist tempest.
Whither will it drive us?

L] L] * »

I HAVE ALREADY written a good
deal on this subject: Whatever I
may say will he largely repetition of
facts well known to all Socialists and
all other thinking men—if there are
any, outside our ranks. The whole
thing is perfectly obvious. Seizing
upon the European butchery as an
excuse, the armament makers, expan-
sionists and militarists are determined
to drive this country over the brink,
if they can. They remain indifferent
to all truisms such as that “prepared-

ness” has NOT prevented but has in-
duced war. There’s money in this
thing, for them; so down with old-
age pensions, equcational expansion,
improvements of all kinds, and Hur-
rah for Moloch! Militarism is a quick
cut to Millions. Moloch, Militarism,
Murder, Massacre, Millions—I think
that sums it all up with neatness and
dispatch. .

Another point, well made by Hill-
quit in his recent speech here in Bos-
ton—the Masters already hear the
murdering of the people, and know
that, after the war, Revolution will be
on the carpet, not only in Europe, but
here also, “Preparedness” means a
million bayonets directed at the work-
ers’ breasts-—machine guns, too, and
all the rest of it. Again, Hurrah for
Mars! . -

* @

WHITHER are we drifting? If we
Socialists, ‘backed by the working
class, have, power enough to stem
the tide, we may yet get past the
coming parlous times, into Socialism,
without Red War. 1 am very much
afraid we haven’t got that power—
yet. If I were to speak my entire
mind, I’d be forced to say I believe
the Masters are going to put this
villainy thru, and run the whole gam-
ut of the Iron Heel Symphony—a
Devils’ Symphony, composed in hell
and played on bleeding heart-strings,
with the booming of artillery and the
clattering of machine guns for bass
and staccato effects. Still, I may be
wrong; I sincerely hope so. We may
yet be able to assert ourselves, de-
spite the censor, the law, the press,
the pulpit and the university, despite
the powers of blood and steel, de-
spite the greed of the now compound
god, Mammon-Moloch. We may yet
avert the impending catastrophe. If
so, well and good, If not, then I
should very 'much prefer to be a Fiji
Islander, bowing down to wood and
stone, than' an American, forced to
kowtow to Militarism. I have often
thought, in fact, that in case Ameri-
ca were really Prussianized by Capi-
talism, 1 would depart for some re-
mote island and become a mild can-
nibal, or something. It would be so
very much more comfortable and re-
spectable than to remain a United
States citizen, with the heel of Krupp-
ism forever on my neck. Is it not

so?

COMRADES, whither? It’s up to
us, up to each of us, individually; up
to all of us, in a mass. Am I doing
my part to stay this madness and com-
bat this sinister monster now striv-

— ——

The Jingoes want war. 'We do not.
Get a movie or slide picture machine
and spend the winter making War
against War, and converts to Social-
ism at the same time. It's a good,
profitable business as well. Write Dr.
E. E. Sonnanstine, Girard, Kan., for
particulars. Start the 1916 campaign
now.

o~

Free Literature

The National Office has some thousands of copies of
three pamphlets which it can furnish free to Locals or
individuals who will distribute them. They are: .

The Gunmen of Industry
The Bombshell That Henry Ford Fired
Socialism the Lone Foe of War

16-page
pamphlets

, These are 16-page pamphlets, and they are all good.
Hundreds of thousands.have been distributed, but there
are still localities where they have not been used.

.We will ship them to-you by freight, prepaid, for 25
cents per 1,000, which will not pay freight charges, much
less packing; 16,000 pages of propaganda for 25 cents.

SOCIALIST PARTY

* 803 W. MADISON, CHICAGO

ing for possession of this Republic?
Are YOU? We need a considerable
searching of the heart, these days;
we need a girding up of our loins, a
tightening of our grip, a reaffirma-
tion of our faith; a new determina-
tion that this land of ours MUST
not and SHALL not be delivered over
to the Dogs of War! .

Comrades, whither? - What will
your answer be?

‘Motropolitan’ and War

By WILLIS ANDREWS

WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR THIS ISSUE.
THE Metropolitan Magazine seems
to have lost its mental equilibri-

um, which may be attributed to its
evil association with the erratic Theo-

ore. . .

- It takes the Socialists to task for
their anti-military propaganda. It
seems to think that the shedding of
human blood is inseparable from hu-
man progress. While warfare may
h?.ye been one of the necessary con-
ditions to man’s evolution from primi-
tive savagery, it does not necessarily
follow that civilization can only be
maintained by a continuance of the
practice of barbarism. -

The power to reason is an attribute
of man that chiefly distinguishes him
from the brute creation. Of what
avail is this faculty if it is not used
to establish and maintain peaceful re-
lations among the nations of the
world? '

Cites Civil War.

- The Metropolitan seeks to demolish
the whole Socialist position against
war by citing the case of Lincoln and
the abolition of chattel slavery. by
force of arms.

. But the Metrobolitan thus unwit-
tingly betrays its blindness to the eco-
nomic forces in society. For no bet-
ter illustration can be made to prove
the folly and waste of war than the
‘recent unpleasantness between the
North and the South. If the insti-.
tution of ‘chattel slavery had been
left to peaceful agitation and discus-
sion it would have been settled with-
out the shedding of any blood.

Long, long ago the owners of slaves
would have learned that it is much
cheaper to hire a negro for a wage,
with the privilege’ of discharging him
at pleasure, than to buy him outright,
with the added obligation to support
him the remainder of his life.

Today not even a white man would
bring the price of a black slave on
the auction block under the same
rules and .conditions that- obtained in
the buying and selling of negroes.

Yet only half a century ago the
country sacrificed, the very flower of
its manhood to aholish the relation-
ship of master and slave—a relation-
ship that would have been 'severed
long ere this if left to the natural
course of events. ) ‘

Following a period of invention and
the substitution of machinery for hand
tools in the production of wealth, the
factory . system resulted in the cre-
ation of a large surplus of white la-
bor. This in itself would have sound-
ed thé death-knell to chattel slavery
by bringing cheap white labor into.
competition with slave labor. ;

Signs of Degeneracy.

signs of degeneracy, for it once gave
evidence of high ideals and a clear
understanding of the problems that
confront modern society.: ;
Or, perhaps, the counting room ‘is
usurping the functions of the editorial
sanctum. . '

Having been "granted millions of
acres of land in America, and having
baught other millions for almost noth-

workers must - pay them

Surely the Metropolitan is shov:ring' | s \ c V
‘his engines are simple in construction

ing, the capitalists now say that the|¢
‘perpetual |

.| euc]

| tributeof rent on their dund that was | Pau:

hered i

L. B. Avery of AMerSon, Pu., writes
that “We elected William Crispell Su-
pervisor of this township (Lake town-
ship in Luzerne county) last month.
Albert ‘Gibler and George Jenkins
were elected inspector of election and
assistant assessor. In the adjoining
township of Dallas, E. W. Whispell
was elected - school director and J. D.
Thompson, inspector in the North dis-
trict. As this is a strietly agricultu-
ral section it shows that the farmers
are beginning to think.,” .

Engine Prines Reduced

The new price list of kerosene, gas-
oline and gas engines put out by Ed.
H. Witte, of the Witte Engine Works,
Kansas City, Mo., marks the low-
est prices yet made for high standard
engines.: The new list quotes a2 H.-P.
engne at $34.95; a 4 H.-P, at.$69.75;
6 H.-P., $97.75; 8 H.-P., $134.65; 12
H.-P. at $197.00, and other gizes up
to 22 H.-P. proportionately low. These
are factory prices, direct to the user,
as that is the only way Witte is now
gelling. Besides ' lowering prices,
Witte’s selling plan enables an engine-

ED. H. WITTE,

user te have the engine earn its own
cost while it is being paid for. His
kerosene engines have proven them-
sclves especially desirable at his new
prices. o
Witte’s big factory has had to be
doubled in manufacturing capacity, to
keep up with the heavy increase in
orders, which come from every sec-
tion of the country. An interesting
fact that may not be generally known
about Witte, is that his factory is
the only one in America that has
come down through the whole his-
tory of the gasoline engine business,
under the management of the man who
started it, with his first engine made
with his own hands. In the past
twenty-nine years” WITTE engines
have .undergone every trial and stood

every st that could Le devised,
whether with kerosene, gasoline, gas,
distillate,

Naphtha, solar oil, toppings
or other fuels of Ligh or low grades.
The largely increased sales of each
succeediny. year prove the high qual-
ity of WITTE engines, especially when
it is considered that the increase is
largely ‘due to the -ordevs that' come
from and through the users of these
éngines, As Witte’s catalog shows,

and easily understood. The: catalog
itself ig easy to read, and with the

‘| many pictures and drawings, make it|

easy to. understand what is needed to
make a good engine. The catalog

|also explains the 60 days’ free trial

sales plan, with the five-year guaran-
‘tee. To get one of these catalog§—
‘probably the finest one in the engine
g:sines-‘—it ie only necessary to write

Witte at his  factory address, 3260

. Power is coming into the hands of

2, Kansas City, Mo., or}
5 Bajldi ittshurgh,

the ‘workers. . Thousands of public of-"
fices in the United States require law-
yers to fill them. A course in law
will - fit 'you to render this service to
your class. We need everywhere -
working class lawyers in active prac-
tice. Think how Darrow, Sheppard,
LeSueur, London and many other bril-
liant defenders of labor have fought -

for working class justice.

Every . reading, earnest, thinking
worker can now learn law. You do
not need a college cducation or even a
high school education. Can you read
and write the English language un-
derstandingly? That is education

Got on the Firng Line — STUDY

LAW — Fight for Your Class

enough. We train you by mail at
home in spare time., Keep your job
and earn while you learn. ’

A legal training will do more to-
ward the development of your maxi-
mum powers than any other course of
training or education. It makes yon
think and reason, analyze and apply.
It gives you the ability to get quickly
at essentials, to separate the wheat

" from the chaff. It develops as noth-
ing else in the world, your powers of
initiative and brings to the surface
and vitalizes faculties otherwise dore
mant. It marshals your gray mattes,
and brings to activity and recognition
your best mental possibilities.

EUGENE V. DEBS, Chancellor

“The days before us invite to action as never before.”
Take up the. weapon--the Master Weapon of all--THE LAW.

The Strike Is Crushed
- By Law

The Capitalist Courts Have
. Declared:

Eight-houi‘ law illegal.—Ohio.

Protection of labor illegal.—Col-
orado.

The closed shop illegal.—Federal
Court. :

Ef\fort to unionize unlawful.—
Pennsylvania.

Boycott unlawful. — Federal
Court. -

Strike unlawful.-;lllii\ois.

The Workers Robbed
By Law

Witness -Colorado, West Vir.
-ginia, California, Texas, Michi-
gan, Illinois—everywhere the
strugglé for the rights of Labor,
and everywhere the law inveked
to protect property and crush
tife.

| Here is where the battle {is
waged,'and won or lost.

-J. I. SHEPPARD, President.

Knowledge of the law lays the foundation of success in business and professional life.
Our system of teaching will convince you of the practicability of our law course.

‘We must have trained in our own
ranks class conscious men and women
capable of engineering the great .
change. Power is coming into the
hands of the workers. In municipal™
affaira, in the county, the State, the
nation, the working class is placing
workers in .powér. We must have
competent, trained men and women.
A course in law will fit you to render.
this serviee to your ¢lass. We need.
working class lawyers in active prac-
tice. There is a great field for them,
and we need as well members of the
working class educated in law to serve
in office, to fight in the ranks, to over-
throw the domination of laws “made
in Dollardom.”

Capitalist correspondence schools
are organized for profit. The People’s
College is organized for service. We

. do not exploit the need of the working
class for education. Your hard earned
dollars do not go into dividends for
any man or group of men. Compare
our prices with those of any capitalist
school, then compare the courses.

Remember that our course is the
same splendid course that over 4,000
members of the Appeal to Reason
Law Class tested out, They are now
practicing and making good; they are
men of . influence and power in their
community, serving both themselves
and the class to which they belong.

* Remember The People’s College is the
only School in the world owned and
controlled by the working class.

ARTHUR LeSUEUR,
Dean of Law Depariment.

The payments are small. You will be repaid a thousandfold for the sacrifice it may mean
to take this course, when you realize the marve‘l!ous development that will come to you in
) ‘ its study.

'THE PEOPLES QOi:LEGE.Fort Scott, Kansas.

- Dear Cgmrades: *Please send me full particulars concerning your Course in Law,

e

m -"_‘-V'_,o;l;lﬁwt'i}.wl‘.‘-,b,p«.'ﬁw.u,p;\":’\‘:’v.gz R RN .Address Cisessasseaien s s wedees sesauy
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Strike—or Bleed
By GEORGE R. KIRKPATRICK

WRITTEN ISPEC!ALLY FOR THIS ISSUE.
) OUSE, ye sohs and daughters of t011

0, you who are awake, rouse those who -

are asleep surrounded by Greed, devouring

Greed—ever ready to betray Labor and turn 1
.In the red glare of '|

loose the dogs of war.
the war flames now leapmg up from hell and
lapping the sky learn-and learn well that

the heart of Greed is flint. Learn this: After - -

fattening for ten thousand years on the body

of Labor the Ruling Class are willing to set

‘civilization on fire if necessary to hold their
place on the back of Labor.

The awful war now raging in the world, [’
the Hate that now slays.Kindness, the blood |-
now spurting from millions of wounds, the |
tears now scalding the cheeks of the Mother | -
of Europe, the vast insane waste and ruin |

and agony, the wide-gaping hell now devour-
ing Human Happiness, the imbecile “states-
-manship” that now, December, 1915, thru
crazed greed and insane pride and.power-

lust, resorts to war and orders the working

class to hold aloft their ‘own heads on their
own bayonets—all this, yes, all this could
have been prevented, quietly, quickly, peace-
fully and surely prevented by means of Na-
tional and International General Strike.

Federated federations. of la_bor, by general
strike, can silence every cannon in the world |
and-melt every battléship that now proudly
swims the sea, and recast them all into per-
fect instruments of Peace, Progress and .

Prosperity.

Federated federations of labor, by general
strike, can uncrown every -strutting impe-
rial pirate in’ Europe and push every royal
family of parasites on earth from the back
of Labor and force them to produce or go
naked, force them to produce or starve.

Federated federations of labor, by general
strike, can drive the gunmen of capitalism
out of business and make another Ludlow
impossible.

.Federated federations of labor, by general '
strike, can still every telegraph instrument,

every capitalist printing press, and silence

every chattering hireling, every scribbling |

ngo, every morally ulcerated human thing
cringing with flattery to the lust of the god
of war and the capitalist class.

Federated federations of ldbor, by general

strike. at the ballot box, can unhorse every
cunning capitalist lickspittle on the bench and
in the legislative halls whose business is to

betray labor and whose fees from capitalism,

'federatlons of labor, knowing the catse and .
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Is This Your Brand of “Prepared.ﬁess ‘P,dtrlousm”?

stamed wlth ‘blood and tears, are pald for
annual legislative and judicial crucifixions of
the sons -and ‘daughters of lahor',

‘Educated~~mark you—educated federated

the cure of the stipreme wrong in the world—
can silence'the god of war,can hush the boast-
ing voices of kings, ‘and of the brutal barons
of -industry—can ingugurate industrial Jus-
tice- against-the stern -will of the combined
blood-suckmg tyrants -of the whele world.

-bor'

When war's
YE MILLIONS,

Down with: war'

OLD YOUR ARMS!,
“And down wath the

‘talist system:in’ whose festering soul t

present awful war. was conceived. and : trom

‘whose polluted body ‘the class war: 1s»steadﬂy"

spawned

International cheers for Internahonal La- ;
Organize now, or agonize later.” When |

‘the war drums hoom we must strike or

- bleed

1-9 .1""5.

DUTY OF THE WORKING CLASS TODA

eﬁ\largd, strike! strlke! strlke’

- By ADOLPH GERMER

WR[TTIN ESPECIALLY FOR THIS ISSUE,
HE PARAMOUNT DUTY of the Amer-
“ican.working class today is to counter-
" act the ‘pernicious doctrine of pro-Mili-
tarism that is spread thruout the land.

No trick is left untried, no opportunity
overlooked to blind the people witlr the
nightmare of invasion in order that the vest-
ed 1lnterests can puf over their .armament
stea

-The schools, churches, civi¢ and fraternal
organizations, theaters,' movies —in short,
everything where people: congregate, are in-
vaded, ang the murder mania is spread. -

Europe., Since that time the press and every other
‘agency at the command.of the grmament ring have
pounced upofi” us until we can see nothing but an
.invasion by bleeding and. cnppled natxons
"e LI I

"The campaign to fncrease the a.rmy and navy ap-
proprlatlons ‘gerves a double putpose

So long‘as our visien is focused tipon an alleged
foe abroad .the foe at home—the kings of industry—
can carry on their work of exploitation and rob-
bery without "detection. and interference. They. can
centinue to murder our sisters and brothers in mills,
shops, factories, _mines, - railroads; etc., etc., thru
failure to .comply with protective labor laws and
augment ‘their fortunes and keep them in idleness
while we are looking abroad

‘The other purpose. the- campaign serves . is to
swell the fortunes of those who traffick in military
supplies. That the dealers in military materials
are the chlef supporters of “preparedness” is well

known
. « & & ®;

peace > If that be so, Europe would not now be
year been strengthening the ermaments, all under
the mantle. of .“preparedness means peace.” “The
| Battle Cry of Peace,” {Neill of the Nayy,” “Guard-
- ing - Ol - Glory" and ;other similar pittures thrown
| on. the. .sceeen_have had their damaging effect upon

an, unsuspectmg pubhc. . '

The vision has been clouded untll, as a natlon,

bf;Blood as the workers ncrohs the seas.

"Every atorh of ‘our energy should be put forth
-tov-frustrate -the -use -of- hundreds of millions of
{ dollars - of the people’s money: to -strengthen the

labor, and the mutder of- ‘hunian bemgs—-whﬂe mil-
lions of ouf cqmrades areé Jobless, hungry, ill-clad
A and. unhoused

"We felt perfectly safe until the war broke out in

WE RE TOLD that “preparedness preserves‘

bleedmg. Every nation in Europe has from year to |

we are almost as ready to plunge into a. wlurlpool.

‘méars of :destruction:of property, the product of

Clubs of Four or Mor’e, 10 Weeks, 25 Cents.

BUT WHAT WILL LABOR DO about this situe
tion? -Labor can either ‘do nothing ‘and let_
profit-patriots get away with the loot, or labor. ca
deluge Congress and the President with letters ap
resolutions from every section of the country, pre
testing against the plunderbund ramming its greed
right arm into the pork barrel up to the. shouldes

Congressman Meyer London will be .materiall
helped in his fight agaijnst the. armament pirate
if protests are sent in by those who will have t
do the shooting and be shot in the event the polic;
of “preparedness” turns this*nation into a slaughte
house. .

Let. the word go out that we will not be blinde:
by the deludihg’cry-‘for “preparedness to preserv:
peace;” nursed by those who grow rich thereby!

WAR'S GLEANING

- O————————

By GEORGE ALLAN ENGLAND

WRITTEN ESPECIAL!.Y FOR THIS I18SUE.
O Father, old Fatherz
And art thou blind, for tears?
Crouched there Weside thy childless hearth,
Dost’count the vanished years?
Years all for naught! He lieth cold,
On lips the blood-fleck’d foam;

But bankers count neéw bonds; fresh gold,
And win huge for'tunes home!

O Father, gray Father,

Why should the hot tears come?

O Mother, old Mother,

Why this white head, bowed low?
WYy, thru thy fingers gnarled and worn,
%hese bitter tears, and slow?

He nevermore shall circle thee

With loving’ arm, again;

But lo! thy king, in. majesty,
Surveys his widening reign!

O Mother, wan Mother,

What shouldst thou know of pain?

O Maidén, young Maiden,

What dims that vacant-eye?

Why pales that cheek, which burned with pride
As streamed the war-flags by?

Rotting in noisome trench he lies,

Who else had wedded thee,

Bnt the Imperial Eagle dlee
From mountain-peak to seal
O Maiden, pale Maiden,

Up! Hail its victory!

MEYER LONDON ANNOUNCES

T

we leave that phrase a phrase, as we

the wotld inst

©

ad of for any kmg',

MAKE EVERY SOCIALIST
VOTER AN AMERICAN
SOCIALIST READER

INTO THE TRENCHES.
Nothing has ever aroused the fight-
ing spirit of Socialists more than the
dastardly schemes of the armament

ring to turn the United States into

a military nation. The money ‘behind
the “preparedness for war” propagan-
da that is now flooding the: nation
comes out of the profits of the muni-
tion makers.

Now is the time for all Socialists
to get into the trenches in the war
against the militarists. The big work
this week is the distribution of this
issue, the MEYER LONDON EDI-
TION of The American Socialist. Or-
der a bundle, and while you are dis-
tributing it among your fellow-men
you can get new subs for your paper
at the same time. There are three
ways to circulate this issue. See the
order blank on PAGE TWO.

ROLL OF HONOR

BEN LEVINE, Mass., writes: “I am going
to do my share for Socialism -and .peace. I
am going o get subs for The American So-
cialist, let the people read it and know the
truth.”

FLORA M. BEALS, La., hits the jingoes
with a club of six new subs to The American
Bocialist.

GRACE A. FELLOWS, N. H., comes in with
8 list of seven.

WILLIAM J. McDONALD Pa., sends In a
list of eigni new subs, and the militarists
sece their ranks thin a little more.

The Finnish Socialist Local at Mullan,
Jdaho, orders 200 copies of the MEYER LON-
DON EDITION. |

WILLIAM . SCHMIDT, Pittsburgh, Pa,
comes in with an order for 2,000 copies of
the MEYER LONDON EDITIO‘I They make
war m\ and S in Pit gh.

*Five hundred copiel of the MEYER LON-

DON EDITION go to 8. C.
Kalb, IN.

L. KRACHT, Charleston, 5. C., orders 200
copies of the MEYER LONDON EDITION,
i.snd the fight to’ win the South for peace

on.

.G. BOLF]VG St; Louis, Mo o takel 400 cop-
fes, and R. CECIL, ‘Detroit, Mich., 5
fes of the MEYER LONDON EDITION.

Order a bundle of the MEYEK LONDON
I‘Dl'lION and distribute it yourself; or pay
for ‘a bundie and have it distribited by The
American Socialist’s volunteers. Or, send in
a list of names and we will send papers to
them ‘at the rate of 'three:fourths of a .cent
a copy.

Don’t forget to read the “ad” in another
;::lumn telling about our two Christmas offer-

gs.

CAN'T BE SILENCED.

The German Socialist daily, Vor-
waerts, which resumed publication a
week ago after having been ‘suspend-
ed by the government for a frank
peace plea which it published, has re-
newed ‘its demand for peace in strong
language. Action against the Vor-
waerts on the part of the authorities
is improbable in view of the fact that
several other papers are being per-
mitted to discuss the same subject.
The Vorwaerts says:

“The real cause of the high cost of
living is the long duration of the war.
Every successive week of the war
makes the economic situation of the
{)oorer classes more intolerable. The

est safeguard in the future against
the increases of prices would be the

speedy termination of the war,”. . i

|a headache,” said

SPOTZ at De|

00 cop- | |

PLANS FOR WORK IN. LONGRESS

* A comprehénsive unemployment in-
surance act, based on the law now:in
operation in England, will be the
keystone of the. Socxahst program for
the coming isession of Congres

Meyer Londen, elected from: the
New York East Side, and. the. only
Socialist member of the next House
of Represéntatives, outlmer.l the Par-
ty program. »

It ihcludes, bekides’ ‘the.. unem oy
ment insurance measures, the fo :
ing

Introductxon of a. bill au’chomz
the' government to ‘fix 'maximu
prices for necessities to- prevent é
ploitation of. the poor.. -

Support . of woman suﬂ"upge, chll
labor’ legislation and all laws aimed
at bettering conditions of workers.

Opposition to. .-President Wilson's
“preparedness”. program

Opposition to any attempt by the
Republicans to revise the: tanﬂ’ up-
ward.

“The unemployment insarance blll
I shall introduce will include provi-
sions- for old-age and sickness pen-
sions. It will not proceed on the
theory that the country owes every
man a - living, tho that may be my
personal theory, but on the prinei-

| | ple that the country owes every man
a living whlle he is looking for a job.

“A law giving the government pow-

er to conirol the prices of - necessi-.
ties 1 regard as an effective means| .

of chetking the increase in the cost of
living.

“America” is supplying belligerent
nations with food, diminishing ‘her
own supplies, and causing.increased
prices to her own people. It is time
the government stepped in.’

President. Wilson’y pre‘paredness
program attracted the fire of the East
Side Congressman,

“The President’s program gwes ‘me
Tondon. *I “Eon-
cede that under present-day conditions
it may be advisable foi" this country
to keep itself in a position to meet
unjust attacks by foreign countries.
But I shall not su%port any measure
that will cause other countries, our
neighbors,. to fear we are preparmg
te attack them

o

ooy

THE

Evolutmn of Bankmg‘

BY ROBERT H. HOWE

and “currency’f are not syn-
onymous terms?

Have you been looking for
a book explaining the iiflu-
ence of -financial . matteks on
your life?

‘THE EVOLUTIONOF
BANKING was written by a
Socialist, and explains 'the
money system, banks, credits,
ete., from. the Socialist view-
point.

.Cloth, 200 pages, including
eight pictures,

‘Price 50 cents, prepaid.
SOCIALIST PARTY ‘
803 West Madlson St., Chica,go ,
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| and at war until Tg is bestméde by a

WHICH WAY?

By A. M. SIMONS

WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR THIS ISSUE.
HE next few months will de-
- cide for this nation whether it
_plunges back into militarism and

\.reactlon or moves forward itoward

Socialism. "One Socialist in Con
can do very little to’ effect this

ress
ecis-

:lion. A- million Socialists behind him

in . deadly earnest could” do a8 great

fhxs is wha,t we need most r:ght
now—ﬁghting Socialists. Several thou-
sand  Secialists have grown.tired. of
-| mevely sending individuals into of-
fices. We once thought each new of-
fice gained by a Socialist was a long
step towdrd Socialism. -Insome cases
we found it was only swapping labels
on’ politicians and political machines.
*The great mass that had not become
Socialists to get an office, either for
themselves or for someome else, but
to get Socialism, grew disgusted.

That disgust reached a climax when
the war showed that some politicians
had collected votes and power from
the workers under the splendid mask
of Soclallsm, only to use them in the
service of imperialism and capital-
ism.

* & 0 @
THE TEST that is confrontmg us’
will show whether that is the kind
of a movement we have here. This
military issue can be met only by a
mass movement of protest thruout
the nation, not by squabbling over
jobs for politicians. Moreover, the:
pohtlcxans will .go hunting for votes
regardless of principles.

The blood-lust has already captured
some American Socialists. Some pic-
ture a ‘murderously efficient imperial-
ism threatening what -measure of lib-
erty the centuries have brought us.
These woulll-have us adopt that im-
perialism as a weapon against the
thing . they fear. There are others
who have not scrupled to seek-to use
the Socialist Party to serve the pur-
poses of a European imperialism to
which their minds still owe allegiance.
| Many more see in this world-shaking
upheaval only an opportunity. to bal-
ance differences and sidestep issues

‘| and play-off prejudices for. their-own
Unless the Socialist |

gohtlcal profit.
arty can strike straight thru to the
Socialist goal and fling all these into
1;hef ditch, it,will land in theed!bch i
sel :
Capitalism. kﬂoWS exactl
wants. It wants a blg standing- :
billions for the armament t!ru%{ f
'hs

natical class patriotism, and. by

of these things, security -aga

peaceful working class revolt. Once
the standing army called for by Wil-
son’s “preparedness” program, exists,
that revolt can never be peaceablé.
After that, nothing is ahead but an
ever-increasing militarism with the
bloody clash of nations and classes at
the end of the road. ]

ok A W

THE TIME has passed 'to howl

‘about the horrors of war. If the re-

ality spread before the.world every

| day only lures on, no. tl\eoretlcal ar-

gument will check the delusion:

We ‘are at the fork of, the . foads. |
In oné direction is a world: in-agrms
d teads |

‘single monster,  The other

oy, Wi
to “world-wide: revolution. " Ib-is ourlmade by the auf Aree “if ‘requ
work o onguaive, it sovfon. 17| dnd copy accompenth; skdes

LiWh atum .

have -done - ~hitherto, and refuge to
translate our faith into facts, then
we will soon be pushed aside and his-
tory will-insert a footnote to ssy
that when the day and the hour came
for which the Sogialists of America
had beem . waiting, .they were -found
wanting. ,This day and hour will hot
come again until civilization has run
thru many cycles.” This year-in the
United States we will make a choice
such as;icomes to a ‘world: but once
in many-generations.

The unmedxate dividing pomt’ ‘will
probably come’ bn ‘this gquestion’ of
“preparedness”—a  fine, euphonious
word for militarism¢ If Wilson’s;pros
gram is defeated, even the enemies:of
the industrial program . of Socjalism,| |
will be foréed tb
only defense against aggréssion, for
it is ugeless. to tend to- be -blind -to
the fagt that, gz Whng capite, L, this
nation’ thight- eal
of those who. set this war.in motion.

ation: dlsalgnqd must be a nation
urgm the world %o move toward So-
cialism., It must be an interpational
outpost from which to start an inter-
national revolution.
) v *ox oxw

THIS IS THE PROGRAM of which
Congressman London must be the
mouthpiece. ‘It is a program that
must be carried out by the thousands
of Socialists who can still see some-
thing bigger in political action than
a job for a politician, It is a program
that demands agitation and saction by
every Socialist paper, organization or
individual. Tt is a program requiring
that genuine mass action thru organ-
ization, which is the .foundation of
the Socialist movement.

Orginize for revolution. This must
be our watcBword. We accented this
position when the Socialist Party en-
dorsed the conference of revolution-
ary Socialists at Zimmerwald. We
then placed ourselves alongside that
swiftly growing body of Socialists that
still stand for the work.mg class of

Unil Ghnstmas,HaIf Price

Plus Postage, or: 600, if Ordered From
- National Office Sactalist Party, 803
" W. Madison St.,, Chicago.

" Lincoln Phifer’s New Book,

'THE DRAMAS OF KANSAS

A book you will enjoy to. the full.
l‘C t deserves a .welcome.—New' York
Call
7 The Northeast will bave to keep its
a'f'dye on Kansas as well as Ind:ana
ereafter.—New York Sun, -

Unusual, interesting, entertnnmg
~—Ella Wheeler Wileox, -

Was read by me with very great
interest -and ‘relish. I wish. everyone
would read it and derive the - legsure
T have therefrom.——Frank P. Walsh.

It is a unique volume, with flashes
of a fine mind in.all. its pages.—Ey-
gene V. Debs.

The ook is a: dehght.—-—Ryan Wal- >
er.

-The social dramas of: the most-rev.’
olutionary State in America.. Thirty |
of them. Beautifglly bound, a 1915
book, worth $1. Jl/lummatod gage or
presentatxon insey

kaiser or capitalist class.

‘We can and must insist that. polit-
ical exigency, vote collecting, office
seeking and nationalist prejudices
shall not be used in this country, as
they were in Europe, to excuse a ¢om-
pact’ with everything the Socialist
movement was created to fight. |

We will ‘dec¢ide’ this *wintér which
way we-are going. ‘To a large degree|
we are about:to meet the test under
which the Socialists of the warring |
nations. crumpled.’ We have their ‘ex- [{ ¢
ample before us as a warning:* For us |§
to.fail would be twice as. great»as their
fallure.

turn to us as the’

v becomie ‘the - prey | »

be[to be on guard and to oppose every|

LEARN YOUR PUWER

By WALTER LANFERSIEK

wm'r'mr: ESPECIALLY FOR THIS ISSUE
ES, IT; Is TRUE that we have
b\rt one Socialist in Congress..

It is a better beginning .than you
think. ‘
Learn to- take your eyes: off pres-|
ent achievements and take heart and

inspiration from the future.

One Congressman will mean- two.

‘'wo will mean more.
, More will mean many.
. I * ok

IT SEEMS DIFFICULT now to|
elect just one.  But we workers are|§
only playing at the game we are just|)
practicing, “as it The workers
as a class sxmﬁly have not tried. They
have wasted their eﬁ’or? for the ene-|
mies of their class.. They are just
beginning to feel their power, as this
election shows.

The feel of power is aIWays good;

SECOND:

THO XMAS OFFERINGS

OU CANNOT make a mistake by taking advan-
tage of either one or both of the two following
Christmas offerings of THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST:

For Grownups

‘'FIRST: The Socialist Party Campaign Book, 330
. pages, bound in flexible cloth, will be sent free with
every year’s subscription to THE AMERICAN SO-
CIALIST at 50 cents.

For the Children
“The New Adventures of Henry Dubb”

will be sent free with every six months’ subscription to
THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST at 25 cents.

A subscription to THE AMERICAN. SOCIALIST will
make the best kind of a Ch
copy of THE SOCIALIST PARTY 'CAMPAIGN BOOK,
or that great cartoon book by Ryan Walker, “The New
Adventurés of Henry Dubb.

Rush in your order now, mdlcatmg clearly which one
of these two offers you want to take advantage.of.
Write addresses plainly. Order from THE AMERICAN
SOCIALIST, 803 West Madison St., Chicago.

istmas present. So will a

@

and the feel: of power will eventually @ >
become a habit to the workers. We

know the workers-have the power,

but the mass do not reahze it, and
therefore do not use it.

The world 'is learnin today by
bloody, tearful lessons- that it is not

Colored Cartoons

money that counts. A nation can
live and prosper altho it has nothing
 but its own brawny arms and its nat-
(ural resources. Thus we are learmng
our own worth as a class, in the’ gen-
eral scheme of thi We sare be-|
ginning to feel ow powera ..

The road to.enlightenment is- also
the road to'power. During the ,
year we have leidrned much.. lus :
may not seem true to you, Q. doubtmg
brother' Perhaps you feel that  the
world is slippmg backward into bar-i
barism. Be. pa.tlent and 'you shall |’
see- ® ® » K

"HAVE COURAGE e know that
we:are steadily: mai‘chm ‘to our ‘great |
goal. - He .who knows. that the dawn
always follows the: blackesb night .can
easily be. courageous in -his_Hope of
the coming day. ' His knowledge 1s the
bagis of his courage.

We can rejoice in. the -election of
Meyer London, because it is a proof
:ﬁfgur power, an earnest of the fu-

At a conference held at Lund, Swe- |,
den,. by the delegates of the most
.| important metal workers® orgamza-
tions of S n,.a resolution was a
proved condemriing the policy. of the,

mterventlomsts," «end : calling . upon.

NEWEDITION—NEW PICTURES

A treat to young and old. ‘A selection of Ryan Walker’s best
‘tartoons with the added attraction of colors,

32 pages, (5x1315 inchies) of colored' comic cartoons.
352 inches of rolhckmg -sure-enough fun.

New Adventures
of Henry Dubb

Thoysands of copies of Henry Dubb cartoons have been already
sold. This is a new edition, with mew pictures, in three colors.
They make a hit as soon as seen.

They will sell like hot cakes at street meetings, léctures, and to
individuals. - Every father who wants his son and daughter‘ to
,comprehend the struggles of the workers will want to give this,
book -of pictures to them. They will bring a smile on the face.
{of- any grouch. Even the dullest mind can understand when
‘taken in Walker s “easy-to-take” doses.

Smgle copies ..............,.iﬂc'postpafd |
25 copies RRTEEERRR Ry
100 copies Cereenaanedes 3&50 express paid

THESE ARE THE

- $2.00 .postpaid

the executive of .the labor:movement |

"SGCI(&LIST PARTY 803 W. MADISON ST., CHICAGO, ILL

attem&t fo - mromhe *;v:rkmg ‘class
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