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WAR’S LESSON TEACHING HUMANITY TO DEMA!

By EDWIN D. SCHOONMAKER

HIS war is not something which, me-
teor-like, without any connection

with our world life, dropped upon us from
the skies, and which will preseatly go back
into the skies, leaving only ruined build-
ings and the scarred earth to remind hu-
manity that a storm has passed. Slowly,

through long years, it has projected itself
from the soul of the peoples of Europe as
rojected from its stalk.

returned, the conse-

Ewid mass action as opposed to indi-
vidml . For when we eliminate the
'illvidnl when we boil down

mea have to and ress
the seal of this world-troubler,
this is the residue, that it is an associated
offort. That this effort the last
has been consclously directed
ustrial ends, toward a more

And that stimulates toopera
tion, in whatever direction it may turn the
cnesgies of men, is certain to bring results
that socner or later will show themselves
in every part of the social structure, just
as at the wnﬂ of spring the awakening
influence of scason is seen in every

living portion of the landscape.

CONSIDER FROM this point of view
the mesning of war. Here, it is evident,
is the oldest Socialist movement among
men, the one enterprise in which in all
times and in all countries men have shown
not only a willingness, but a passion, to
sacrifice themselves for what they con-
ceived to be the common good. War alone
has been the great corrector of the too
highly developed self.

hat demon which we see to-day strew-
ing the fields of Europe with the slain, he,
it seems, was the first, as he is still the one
inspiring, instructor in the supreme glory
of the effacement of the individual, or
more exactly, let us say, in the creation of
a social choir in which there is a happy
blending and a joyous cooperation of
parts.

Time and again during the last eight
months we have heard the expression, “the
war machine.” The term itself indicates
a consciousness on the part of men that
here is a social thing that is working to-
ward a given end with that perfect unity
of action which characterizes a piece of
machinery. And not solely because of the
monstrous work in which it is engaged,
but aleo because of this nice adjustment
of part to part and the smooth movement
of the whole, we think of the thing as in-
human.

Educated to the idea that life, to be life,
must be a competition between persons,
that friction is somehow necessary to in-
dividual and social efficiency and well-
being, we are sterile of images with which
to set forth in human terms the marvel-
ous couperation of part with part and
every part with the whole which we sce
in the national war movements in Europe,
and thercfore we call them machines.

But if we will only watch the working of
tbese machines in themselves, apart from
their collision with one another, we shall
iind that there is something admirable
here. somcething which as fag surpasscs
the creanization af the neacefi! work of
the warld as harmoeny surpa-ses discord.
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the reald dossoar aof war and have c.fung cnly
to thie hioody husk?  To what  flaw in
man’s character or to what blunting of the
finer ;acultics of the mind arce we to ascribe
the astounding fact that the machinery of
death hae been sovialized while the ma-
GO ite has been lefi competitive :
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realizse how small an obstacle even the
hideous monster of war is to the ir-
resistible, world-wide, forward move-
ment of the masses, that finds its ex-
ession, its hope, its ideal in Social-

i3

that when a nation goes forth to destroy
there flashes through the millions of that
nation a Mirvelous comradeship, and the
moment the purpose of the war has been
accomplished and the armies are disband-
ed to return to the machinery of peaceful
industry, these comrades are obliged to
unleam all those fine lessons in coopera-

that competitive struggle with one another
which in many ways is more cruel and de-
structive to the individual and to
“soclety than the armed conflict that'is go-
ing on today?

f we could withdraw ourselves from the
social organism into which we are born
and which we accept as the natural order
of things, and view for the first time the
activities of men, we should be much less
surprised that men should go to war from
the fierce struggle of a competitive system
than that they should return to a competi-
tive system from that hand-in-hand ad-
venture in cooperation and brotherhood in
which, in these epic movements, from the
first to the last drum-beat they are' ab-
sorbed.

Only when nation is attacking nation, it
seems, are peoples capable of swarming
forth in that unity of spirit to establish
which as a permanent relation among men
has been the supreme aim of idealists since

society began.

IT HAS BEEN said — and of all ar-
guments against Socialism this probably
has been the most effective—that only by
competition of man with man is it pos-
sible to kindle and keep burning that di-
vine flame of enthusiasm which is essential
to individual efficiency, and therefore that
anything tending to eliminate competition
would tend inevitably to reduce society to
sluggish monotony.

Yet from one end of Europe to the other,
along lines of battle in which thousands
of men, rivals of yesterday, are drawn up
shoulder to shoulder. cooperating with one
another with such singleness of aim as to
make almost sacriligious the least sugges-
tion of rivalry, along these intcrminable
lines runs an enthusiasm which it would
be impossible to increase were every sol-
dier fighting for his private gain. No-
where is there. a thought of sclf, and yet
everywhere there is ardor.

Ii competition of nation with nation in
an armed enterprise, socialized as we sce

! kindle so vast an enthusiasm among men,

Co B we B os & a aimilar cory D! vith v e miest

petericn of nation with vaton ai the peace:

ful industrics, socialized as a1e the present
{ war movements. but working toward a
| divine purposc, the peaceiul and joyous

development of the race, would render the
! man apathetic?

" What a monstrous indictment of the | night and wumnderiul teiescopes

tion for the common good and begin again:

mora) order of the universe it would be
vere it true that cooperation for the com-
good is profitable only in war, but
this same common good re-
for its advancement the utmost li-
man to prey upon man! Under
a truth like this, could the human mind
realize it, humanity would stagger to a
despair darker even than that caused by
the present brutal catastrophe. For this
would clang to forever the door of hope.

Strangely enough, just as we are think-
ing these thoughts and wondering if it is
indeed possible to kindle and keep alive in
men engaged in their normal occupations
of production something of the cnthusi-
asm which has been aroused by the pres-
ent savage excitement, alqng comes one
of the foremost of American manufactur-
ers who, having caught a glimpse of the
new age that is dawning, has for a year
had his vast thousands at work upon a
profit sharing basis, and testifies that so
marvelous has been the increase of enthus-
iasm among the men to whom this good
fortune has come that thc company has
found it necessary to hold them back less
in their overzeal they go too far.

Now if this has been the result simply
of a small sharing of the profits, is it un-
reasonable to suppose that even greater re-
sults of this kind would be obtained if the
interest of these workers were extended
fiot only to profits, but to ownership also?

HE IS A POOR STUDENT OF HU-
MAN NATURE WHO DOES NOT
KNOW THAT MEN ARE MORE IN-
TERESTED IN FREEDOM THAN IN
WAGES.

[N 5 clliael § § RCRPSRUSIUN G

wur graad employers 1w e s Sl
full capacity of men for efficient produc-
tion and for advancementtoward a thrifty
and self-helpful human life, let him beyin
a gradual distribution of ownership with
the promisc to the men that the plant
shall be theirs just as soon as by a wise
discharge of thcir increased responsibili-
ties they can prove that they are capable
of complete ownership. Then we shall see
whether the business of killing men s
more fruitinl of enthusiasm than the
healthful activitics of peace and growth
and indcpendence.

But not only in the unity of emotion
which it has engendered. but also in the
practical working of this cmoation, the
present war is probably the most perfect

[
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when a plaything has been broken, there
arc days of deprivation. Not so here.

AND ONCE in motion, consider the
care, the attention, which the great father
bestows upon his children. Man who was
yesterday an orphan is to-day a cherished
ofispring. And of how devotec a father!
Every part of the equipment has been ar-
ranged with a view to the greatest facility
and comfort of motion and repose. from
the tooth-brush to the shoe cut to fit the
exceptional foot. He has only to march
and rest and eat. \Where axes are needed,
there are axes; for trenches there are
spades. And on the firing-line he has only
to shoot. The hand is there with the am-
munition. And let him be wounded, and
instantly the great father becomes the
" gieat mother. The despatch and - thor-
oughness with which he is attended are
“limited only by the capacity of the service.
Not here neglect, with idle doctors all

for. For once his real worth as a man
is appreciated. This is the most astonish-
ing thing about the present war. It has
made of the miner, the mason, the factory-
hand. the street-car conductor an asset of
such valuc that for the first time it has
become. with no opposition even from the
capitalist press, the sacred duty of society
to sce not dnly that he is well fed and
well clothed, but also that at the public
expense he is supplied with doctors and
nurses.

And as he lingers between life and
death, never a thought of who is to meet
the expenses of the burial, never the hell
thin perhaiecs e qad children will starve.
T e TmineY TR ST TI poie T a0l
' provide for them. .

Never before in the history of the world,

L T reneat, has there been such a practical

der,onstration of the Socialist theory —
the theory that somehow ur other the in-
dividual would be better off and society

1 better off if the latter would take charge of

that part of the business of life which is
necessary to the efficiency of the indivi-
dual whether 1n peace or in war.

What do those who claim that Social-

fism has fallen understand by Socialism?

Because the Socialists of Germany and
France and England and Russia failed to
prevent the present war or, further, at
the first shot  sprang at one another’s
throat, has Socialism therefore failed? Are

demunstration of the efficiency of Social-
ism that the world has ever witnessed. |
To produce this eiiicient cooperation, !
what centuries of training have been re-
quired! ITow slow man has been to learn '
the advantage of applying even in  war

this great lesson! . ;

When we remember that in the begin-
nings of society armed bands, the embryos
of the present armies. were abliged some-
how to find their own food, and that ameng
all early states down even until within
recent times, every soldier was expected
to supply his own arms and equipment, it
begins to dawn upon us that our present
amazing efiiciency in things military i<
due almost solely to the fact that the state
of war has for centuries been in process
of socialization, that the individual who
yesterday was obliged to take thought for
his clothing. for his armor, even for his
own food and shelter, has to-day only to
do his duty as a soldier to be free of all
these cares.

The tocsin sounds, and the clothing ap-
pears; the rifle, instinct with life, it would
seem, leaps to his hand: for the cavalry-
man the horse with bridle and saddle is
ready. For every man his implement is
at hand. Long trains are in waiting, and
with what unimaginable conveniences!
Kitchens with cooks capped and aproned : |
hospitals with doctors and nurses. cots |
and bandages. medicine for the least hlis- |
ter of the foot. A whole saciety is in mo-
tion. Comforts such as men dream of in
their homes are here in abundance. To -
the gathering millions, come, many i
them, from long vears of galling economy.,
it is as though some magician were abroad .
assembling out of the air these wonders
The age GEebitithooa W b
has only to run to the great father and be
whalecome fondd and

i
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ot bedd IR L Teed saivniite e e
! and have poured ent at his feer such toys
i as the heart o a child never dreamed oi:
) swords and guns and cannon of every des-
« eription; trains and motors, submorines
i and flying-~hips:  scarch-lights for the !
and W tir the |

there still intelligent people who do not
know that the prevention of war has no-
thing to du with the essential aim of So-
cialism, but is simply one of those things
of minor  importance  which  Sacialism
hopes to accomplish in its great march?

It would he strange indeed if the lead-
crs of a great modern movement that had
ior its aim the reorganization of society
did not sec that the real objective of any
social crusade worthy of the name is the
socialization of the days of peace. The
ending of war, however desirable, is sub-
ordinate to this, the betterment of the
normal life. For who does not sece that
we do not end war when we put a stop to
war hctween nations?

It is only the most superficial view of
war that would confine its meaning to a
conflict between states. Any wide social
struggle that is attended in its natural
course by great suffering is war. For the
essence of war is a needless competition,
whether between states or corporations
or individuals, that results in widespread
suffering.

No one acquainted with the social con-
ditions among vast masses of the popula-
tion of almost every nation can fail to be
aware that even before August t, 1914,
some great destroyer was abroad. "It is
unnecessary to dwell upon these things.

WE NEED, IN PASSING, TO PICK
OUT ONLY ONE FACT: THERE IS
NO CHILD LABOR IN WAR.

IMAGINE \WWHAT it must be like to
thousands of those now in the armies of
Europe to wake in the morning with the
new sensation that the day’s wants have
been provided for, to have fall into their
ORI thouah' the heavers had onened

" such uniamiliar comforts as mittens and
L overcoats,

For undoubtedly there are in
ol b= aun e

Tknow what it1s o walk stadbiy clad the
“streets of Paris and Berlin and Lordon
~and Petragrad, wondering where the next

meal is to come from and where they are
to find lodging for the night, or who,

about. Money or no money, he is cared

———a

faling sick, have bheen tormented with the |

security from police interference! Mouths

‘day. And in what quantities! Usually | thought of what will become of ihi&%

There arc thousands of fathers, doubg-
less, who will hurl themselves upon ‘the:
bayonets of the enemy with less m\g\ﬁsh: :
knowing that, if they fall, their iamilics
will be taken carc of, better than if thev
were to die in their own beds, having been
brought home injured from the field or
the mine or the workshop. In a word.
there are in these vast hosts that face one
another in Furope to-day multitudes whao
will find conditions of life on the march
and in the trenches preferable tu those
from which they were mustered to the
present war.

Was there ever such an opportunity for
effective propaganda as that which the
present extraordinary circumstances have
supplied®> Thick within the lines of
march, among the trenches, in the hos-
pitals, are those who understand and can
explain why it is that the great father,
absent in time of pcace, is present in time
of war.

And there will be leisure hetween bat-
tles, between charges, between the coming
and going of nurses, for discussion of this
strange anomaly. And we may he sure
that there will be many a hkardhanded
philosopher of the trenches who will make
clear this monstrous paradox.

And with what freedom of speech, what

that yesterday were muszzled are to-dav
unstopped. For the first time in Europe
Socialism is being heard. Certainly for
the first time it is being seen. And that
is half the victory.

" Hitherto it has been necessary for the
missionaries of Socialista  to present a
theorv. ‘They have heen on the defensive
A ceantyeal e, ot ii;ig :

fow da b
more than anything else was the crying !
weakness of their cause. They had no-
thing to which they could point as proof
tha. their theories were workable. Just
then, as though son:ie high god had lifted
the barriers into a new age, the very state
that had opposed them and throttled them
to the very limit of its power found itself
demonstrating the proof of their claims.

AND NOW, with this great experiment
in actual operation, it will be easy to show
that our war system is centuries shead of
our peace system and that the chief reason
for this is that peace has refused to learn
anything from war, while war has listened
with open mind, and has utilized for its
improvement every idea that peace “as
brought forth.

There has not been nne discovery or in-
vention that peace has added to her equin-
ment which could possibly be of use in
war that has not been appropriated and,
if necessary. altered to meet the new r»
quircments. From the simplest  sword
clear on up to the most complex dread-
nought, the whole intricate machinery of
war had its roat in some tool or otber
which the aboriginal man used in food-
getting or in his. carly industries.

War differs from peace, therefore, sim-
ply in its receptiveness to ideas. Com-
pared with modern methods of producing
and distributing the necessaries of life, +.ur
latest methods of destroying life are vastly
more scientific.

For while war has absorbed all the
knowledge and adopted all the excellent |
devices of peace, that one vital thing |
which more than any other accounts for |
the conspicuous success of martial enter-
prises, the harmonious interworking of |
the individual with the common good, has :
thus far had no meaning to humanity. |
With the unbuckling of the sword, the |

I
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great society has disappeared. .
We sometimes think that the distin-
guishing characteristic of war is the kill-
ing and maiming of men: but it is evident
that this is not the real distinction, for
men are killed and maimed in time of
peace. The exsential and the one marked
difference is this, that during war a na-
tion is a suciety, whereas in peace it is an
aggregate of individuals. So true is this,
indeed, that if a denizen from some other
world, acquainted with our normal act-
ivities during peace, should visit us now
when we are 2t war. he wonld have if- )
ficulty in recognizing in this smoathly
moving. hasmanious unit the disorganized |

A T steedny Lo

' Lumpnréix with the S T Bugees
a socicty at war, the disintegration that
inevitably ensues when the sword is laid
aside is in all vractical respects like the
dissolution which sets i the body of a

CONCEIVE OF THE immeasurable

. bridge over which, when the present war

is done, the soldiers of the different na-

“tions will be obliged to pass. It will be
.like a transit from one world to another.

AR those splendid ties of comradeship,
that cxtraordinary devotion to the com-
mon welfare, the almost romantic attach-
ment of the part to the whole, will dis~
solve as’a vapor. That powerful state
whose energy and watchtul care were
everywhere fathering its millions will also .
have come to an end.

And in its place there will be another
state as different from the former as one
thing can be different from another. The
socialism of war will give way to the in-
dividualism of peace. ety will becoms
unsocial.

Once the rifles are stacked, once the
uniform is laid aside, there is severed thag
intimate bond between father and children.
Instantly the relation between the indi-
vidual and the state becomes one of cold
formality.

That man who in the battle-line was s0
precious, so deserving of every attention,
hecomes a thing of little concern. Hence-
forth his willingness to serve society is
not enough to guarantee him even
daily bread. He is an outcast from
great home. So long as poverty does
drive him to crime, there is no limit
the misery into which, so far as the
is concerned, this soldier of peace may
wander. Orphaned, he must now
for himself. If his labor is ired
some other part of the country that
ir whick he finds himself, there is no free
transportation for him now, a8 he sets
forth with his tools in his hands. as there
Whi< NESIeTHay  WheR he gieded  on wis
sword. And if for any reason his tools
become uscless, he must supply himseif
or go without, .

And the generals of production, the
Frenches, the Jofires, the Hindenburgs,
and the grand dukes of industry may ex-
ploit him to their hearts’ content, may dis-
miss him into starvation. The great fa-
ther will nowhere interfere except it be
to prevent the very thing which in war he
insisted upon.

Let it be voiced in any of the cities from
which the present armies have bech musts
ered that in peace, too, for the common
goud, private property should be seized
as it was seized in war, and those very
governments which led in commandeer-
ing the machinery of peace will be the
first to stifle the suggestion that this tried
and proved policy be continued.

It is only in war that the state has in-
dependent action; in peace it is controlled
by the captains of industry. When the
exigencies of war require the
boys of sixteen or eighteen
society becomes alarmed
alarm when children much
drafted into the ranks of
labor. It is the unusual,
that shocks us.

SOONER OR LATER,
to stand and mankind is to
advance, Peace will have to go to
to War to learn the art of canag for
That divine a:truis':n which we iee m..
in one great glow the arnies in
day will somfhow have to be blowm
through the infinite to-morrows.

The millions who in the
see on every hand the maaifold advantag-
e~ of cooperation will not forever tolerats

the lack of this fine thing in times of
peace.
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Not forever will a mere extension
of boundaries and huge indemnities to be
used by the state in the preparation for
further wars be accepted by men as com-
pensation for the bloodshed and ruia of
homes. .

Something more personal must be their
reward, something that will lighten the
burdens of their daily life and infuse
through their daily labor that sense of
comfort and that rare spirit of copartner-
ship which is the sustaining power of the
armies to-day.

When these millions return, scarred
and hardened, from the great adventure,
from destinies which their own hands have
shaped, it will be with a stirring con-
sciousness of mighty power, of ability to
SO et A ppeestheoey .

DOES ANY ONE IMAGINE TuaT
THIS NEWLY DISCOVERED POW-
ER WILL THEREAFTER LIB
QUIESCENT UNDER THE NAR-
ROWING CONDITIONS THAT OB-

man when tire spinw S VRN - TAINED tN THE PAST?
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| OUR SPEGIAL EDITION

The special two-page edition
containing the article in answer
to the Catholic attacks on So-
cialism is being appreciated.
Orders are coming in, in great
number. The uncompromising
manner in which Clark handles
the vitugerative attack of Gold-

.

duces.

,hundred.

roladras wisitad the admivation
of the ccmrades.

. If there are Catholics in your
community who have been made
"to believe that Socialism is the
enemy of religion and the home
send for a bundle of the “Spe-
cial Edition” and you will be
astonished at the results it pro-

$3 per thousand; 4o cents per

PLEASED WITH THE
AMERICAN SOCIALIST.
Every reader Is so far well
satisfled with The \merican So-
elalist and we, fn Warren (o,
Pennaylvania want te lead all

our efforte to the eause.”
M. V. BALL, Warres, Pa.

T3 SRS AP SARLT ‘SaPf L Ao~
It wants to have it. Eriotionally {t
would be relirvad hy the thhught
that a few hundred thousand Amer-
ican huskies were training for du'y
in Flanders.

The strest ia not sithout physkeal
courage, but it does not rai.e fre
brokers to be soldiers. They might
fnterpone their Leddien to prevent a

11t wauts war.

MARS IN WALL STREET.
Wall street is reported to be the
most militant part of the country.
We are not infurmed

Jollar from being shot, hut un in-
utilitarian emotion must not he ox-
pected of them. They are material

ista, hardy. conragenus materia’.sts,
but pot heroes who accept bazards,

i

fon Aba fean 3l 82, 4%a_z'irutam of )t 1Dg Fo2 fage hearing tnecrintions ox- decislon of the Soctuliet Chy Cougef?

[ : of SAF City that the Socialist Mayor-
eclect, John K. Hixgias, was cligible
to hold the office that he wak ¢lect-
The honorablle
%) court dectared that Mayor Hig-
«ina did not have the property quali.
tications necessary to hold  office,
whigh are that the candidate shall

a1 the apiritzaliny of To=Tlik <Cifi-
CAGO TRIBUNE.

DUTCH. SOCIALISTS HOLD HUGE
PEACE DEMOSNSTRATION,
This year's Mu: bay celebration
In Amsterdam, Holland,  took the
form of a huge peare demonstra-
ton, between 3n00 and 49,000 men,
women and ol ldeen participating,
The correxpondent adds that it
was a strange w.ght to gce mingled
in the erowd. several bundred wol-
dlers in full unduioi, wany Carr)-, siasiced

The

ipreulng' & Qéxire for pedle
demonntrators
through the principal thoroughfares,
passed the palace and finally held
W great open-alr
war addressed
hnown amfalists,

The Sociativt Mayer of Mar (Clty,
W. Va. has hern declarsd iocligibla
to hald aoffice,
d down by a juidge of the Monon-
gahela County Conrt dn tie Rus-
State of West Virgiwia, the

marched
¢ vl 10, was reversed.

me«ting. which
by several  well-

hiave been asse-sed and

in a decision hand- personal property.

on $100 or mure of real estate or
Higeins had hix
private library assecsed ut $125, and,
aituoukh o slngle man,
, #ith bis muther, the court urbitrar-, quashed.

i1y decided that it was a family ¥
Drary, Thereiofe Gharotmtanbige
declared Mr. Hizeins incligible for
oftice of Major. Following  this
wiscarriage  of gustue, the
Conneil unanimonsly decided to iy
struet City Attorney and Colonel C.
Wililmy Kramer to carry the casq
to the Supreme Court of Appeals,

pald tuxes

Al the conspiraes  indiciments
fouind  against the oficials of the
Western Federations of Miners in the

boarding Michigan Copper Country have beea



FORWARD TO THE 1916 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN“ %T

TART now to prepare for a great 1916

presidential campaign that will mark

a huge advance in the progress of the So-
clalist movement of the United States.

That was the predominant sentiment
WANE N TINL. 4T Party | Tational cpms
aitvecrnOn a8 TNy LIBLEY  their 1915 meet-

in Chicago and left for their homes.
us, with 18 months of preparation, it
is felt that the eyes of the nation will open
wide the day after election in November,
1916, as the numbers of the increasing
Socialist host are totalled.

The next step in this long campaign will
be taken in June when the new national
executive committee mezts in Chicago.
This committee, consisting of Adolph Ger-
mer, James H. Maurer, Emil Seidel,
George H. Goebel and Arthur LeSueur, is
considered one of the strongest the Social-
ist Party has ever had. They are all vet-
erans of the Socialist movement and will
be heard from in their work before the So-
cialist Party national convention meets in
Chicago, June 11, 1916, to build the plat-

form and decide on the final effort in the '

presidential struggle.

Socialist interest in next year’s struggle '

will be aroused early by the holding of the
‘national referendum for the selection of
presidential and vice presidential candi-

dates. The call for nominations will be .

fesued in November and two ballots will

THN ANNNIBAR BOCTALINY, WAV 22 wpy

any one candidats.

It is hoped to raise a considerable fund
for the financing of the campaign by secur-
ing pledges. This work will start imme-
! diately. Plans for the greatest “Socialist

'nodoubtlnukcntoncunlmjcdty!a

Week" i the biatorv of the party will alaa .

" he. aairanced from time to time so that
every pound of strength in the party will

" be put forward when the next “Socialist
* week” arrives, the first week in May 1916.
. This “Socialist Week” will ses the 8Social-
. ist presidential campaign well started with
" every Socialist in the land putting forth an
" effort to secure new party members and
| new subscribers for Socialist publications.

THE DIRFECT elrrction of the national secre-
tary and national executive committee of the

Sociaiint Party were among some of the radical
changes in the national constitution sdopted.

The fight to restore the election of the na-
tiona! officials to a referendum vote of the par-
ty membership was led by Morris Hillquit,
New York, in a brilliant argument against the
adoption of the report of the committee on con-
stitution, which provided for the nomination of
national officials by the national committes,
two nominees being selected for each office,
and such nominations being sent to a referen-
dum vote of the membership.

He maintained that the report of the commit-
tee was a pretence of democracy and not de-
mocracy in suhstance, and that if such a change
., was to be made at all, the membership should
' be given power to nominate as well as elect
their ofticials.

“We adopted the method of election of our
| executiva committes and executive secretary

N
for the W eald
Hiliquit, “dut [ am free to say that I realise .

we made s mistake, which ought to be rectified. '
iIf the membership is capable emough ¢o elect |
officials from among those candidstes which |
we sedect for it, it is also capable of nominating -
those candidates.”

Hillouit moved that the committes on ocon
NREIOR™TA TEXas Gl 1O 1D e provisons
in the constitution which existed prior to 1512,
This was done and the change in theé Gonstitu-
tion was unanimously approved.

Another radical change which invited no op-
position, was that reducing the percentage re-
quired to initiate referendums from tem to five
percent, and the percentage required to initiate
amendments to the constitution from 20 to eight
percent.

AN ELABORATE program of organization
and propaganda was outlined and adopted. A !
special department of organization was eetab-
lirhed to be under the control of the executive
secretary. The purpose of this department
will be to give special attention to orgamisa- -
tion. Special attention is to be given to the
unfons and to naturalization.

One of the issues that has besn neglected in
former years which the committee lays special :
stress upom e propaganda among farmers,
especially relative to landlordism, tenantry and .
rent,

An advisory committes will be elected to act
with Cong. Meyer London in his congressional
activities. He has been requested to introduce
bills for a walversal mazimum six hour work
day; a mational compensation law to apply to
accidents, sickness, disability and death, old
age and unemployment pensions; a bill dealing
with the high cost of living and another for a .
universal aational suffrage law.

THAT THE work of the national ecmmittes ;

HUGE ADVANCE IN PROGRESS OF AMERICAN

it would take up coansideradle more time, thas in
previous years, became evident during the sec-

ond day's proceedings whem half a day was :

given over to the discussion of the information
Department, The American Socialist and the So-
clalist Party Press Service.

Tre cammpiites adjourned tor the atterncon

10 Zive the numeroug. si-cammittans an, appar- !
tunity to get to work and prepare their ‘reports, -
while the evening was turned over to an inform- |

al discussion on how best to reach the womea

L

'od that I witl b sell supporting wihis the
[ 3N -hnohl!,“!'hm.:-nnu:
1} [ _J

f 3

iastances were cited by the differeat committes-
men of the great work being accomplished by
ooustry.

of the nation with the Socialist propaganda. | 'he Leagues ia their sections of the .
The allcy of haviog sl the Teport of (he | sese SOCi pibe, 88 CHERI 12 sar slaia

officers of the national Soclalist Party read and
discussed before being sent to the sub-commit-
tees was proposed to the national committes by
the executive committee and adopted.

Thus on the first day J. Stitt Wilson present-
ed the report of the national executive commit-
‘. Three hours were takeam up in reading and
dircussing the annual report of Executive Se-
cretary Lanfersiek, Two hours were takem up
in reviewing the work of the Information De-
partment as presented by its director, Carl D.
Thompson, while two additional hours were con-
sumed in the reading and discussion of the re-
ports by J. L. Engdabhl, editor of The American
Socialist and of the Soclalist Party Press Serv-
ice.

It was felt that this advance discussion would
bring out the varied opinions of committeemen
from all sections of the country and thus help
the sub-committees frame the recommendations
thathwllll later be submitted to the committes as
a whole.

GREAT APPROVAL of the work of the young
people’s Bocialist organizations was given by
the different national committeemen here at
the opening of the third day's session of the

the young people we would have had 20 real
campaiga. In every town where 1 spoke, ft
was the yourg penple who had actual charge
of the meetings. In some places the League has
gone into towas and built wp & Soclalist move-
ment, where the Party had beem amable to do
saything.”

“la New Jersay we certalaly realizse the
great work beiag accomplished by the Y. P. 8.
1..” sald Goebel of that state. “In some placss
where the Party has been wnable to reach the
okler people because of religious prejudice, the
young people have reached them and are doing
work we mever could do.” .

Others who praised the League work were
Maurer, Pennsylvania; Strebel, New York:
Duncan, Montana; Oyler, Nebraska; and Wilson,
California. The general sentiment of the com-
mittee was that every inducement should be of-
tered the Leagues to continue theiy good work.

IN ABOLISHING the national woman's de-
partment it was thought that the $2,600 spent
for the maintenance of the department the past
year would prove far more fruitful if it was set
aside for the purpose of putting woman speakers

national committes, when J. A. Rogers, Jr., Dir-

and organisers on the road.
Theresa Malkiel presented the majority re-

Numerous

]
port. She recommended that the womean's ¢om
mittee be givea executive powers, with ocom-
plete auwthority to handle the funds for the
work among women, to publish literature, sead
out speakers, appeal for funds, and elect and
control the woman's national correspondest.

Tha reports bruught forth great Afecussion
4t wus generally bLEhcver ymt W prewrs vO
quested-by the woman's committes woula place
it on a par with the national executive commit-
tes, creating an executive committes for mea
and another for women, apd that this would
lead to confusion and chacs. The belief pre-
vailed that the National executive committes -
oould do all the work which the woman's com-
mfittes is attempting to do far more effectively.

The claim of the majority of the woman's
committes that they were discriminated against
by the national executive committes was vigor-
ously opposed by Janet Korngold. She showed
that far more money had been spent by the Na-
tiona) Office in pushing propagands among wo-
mea during the past year, than had been apemt
for other organisation work, despite the fact
that the financial depression existing has made
it one of the most difficult years the party has
experienced.

The chief argument advanced for the comtin-
uanoce of the department and the committes was
that it took a special kind of propaganda to
reach the women and that only womean were
capable of understanding what was necessary.

The woman's national committes, which will
remain in office for the next year, was elected,
there being a contest for only one seat. All
others were slected by aoclamation. [
test was between Ella Reeve Bloor and Margaret
Prevey of Ohio. Bloor was elected by a vote
of 33 to 15. The other members of the commit-
tee elected are Emma Connolly, Alabama; Freda
Hogan, Arkansas; Belle Foreman, Oregom;
Auna Maley Ringsdort, New York; Theresa
Malkiel, New York, and Gertrude Riley of New
Jersey.
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AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR, says THEY DO

The American Federation of Labor, largely
The Executive Committee of the SOCIALIST PARTY

The one Socialist Congressman and the thirty-one Social-
ist legislators are ready to work and vote for an eight-hous

Many ot.ate federations of labor also have declared for an
Mr. Gompers wants to keep you from getting an eight-
*{is stand and the stand of the American Federation d'
Labor are cited as arguments against the ejrht-hour law by
This Manifesto of The Executive Committee should be
Locals should see to it that a copy is put into the hands

MAKE THIS MESSAGE HEARD

100 copies $2.50 prepaid; 132 copies 35c prepaid; one copy sc.
SPECIAL: One copy free with a club of four subscribers

WANT IT.

oT

NATIONAL OFFICE SOCIALIST PARTY,
803 W. Madison Street, Chicago, IIl.
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