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Circular Letter to All Members of the CP of A
and to All Members of the Former
“Opposition” Faction of the Party

from Executive Secretary Abram Jakira,
Sept. 30, 1922.

1

Document in the Comintern Archive, RGASPI, f. 515, op. 1, d. 97, ll. 31-32.

Comrades:

The unity of the Communist Party of America
has been achieved. The “Opposition” faction to the
Communist Party has decided by practically a unani-
mous vote at its convention, which has just terminated,
to rejoin the American Section of the Communist In-
ternational.

To insure the organic and lasting unity of the
communist forces, the Special Representative of the
Communist International [Genrik Valetski] formu-
lated the following conditions which were accepted
by the Convention of the “Opposition” [late Septem-
ber 1922] and approved by the Central Executive
Committee of the Party. These conditions follow:

1. Amalgamation of the
Underground Organizations.

1. The Convention of the “Opposition” shall
elect 2 comrades to be added to the Executive Com-
mittee of the Party with right of voice and vote. It
shall also elect 2 alternates.

2. One comrade of the former Opposition shall
be elected by their convention who shall be one of the
delegates sent by the Party to the 4th Congress [A.S.
Edwards]. If the Party sends several delegates to the
Enlarged Sessions of the Communist International, the
most important tendencies existing within the party
shall be represented in such delegation.

3. The “Opposition” Convention shall elect rep-

resentatives of the most important districts number-
ing not less than 4 to the Party Council.

NOTE: The Party Council consists of the CEC
members and of 1 member from each district [DOs].
The delegates to the Council from the districts are
elected by the Convention of the Party. The council
meets every 4 months to decide upon a plan of action
for the coming months. The decisions of the Council
are to be approved by the CEC.

4. The Bureaus of the Language Federations of
the Party are to reconstructed for the amalgamation
of the federations in the following manner:

(a) Where Federations of one of the parties are
overwhelmingly superior in number to that of the
other, the Bureau of the larger Federation augmented
by the addition of several members (1 to 3) of the less
numerous Federation shall be approved by the CEC
as the Bureau of the respective Language Federation
of the Party [Ukrainian].

(b) If the numerical difference between the Fed-
erations of both sides is not so considerable, the Bu-
reaus of both Federations shall be united. The united
Bureau shall elect an Executive Committee of 5 for
the administration of current affairs.

(c) In both cases the new Bureaus shall conduct
all work in the spirit of complete party unity under
the political guidance of the CEC. In such Federa-
tions where conventions are forthcoming soon after
the amalgamation takes place, these conventions shall
elect new Bureaus.

5. The members of the former “Opposition” shall
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be represented in the District and Sub-District Execu-
tive Committees in numbers corresponding to the
numerical strength of the membership returning to
the Party. Such committees shall serve until the next
regular elections of the Party in Districts and Sub-Dis-
tricts.

6. It is exceedingly important to bring about a
complete unification of the rank and file of the Party
down to and including the groups. This organizational
readjustment, which is to do away with all factional
alignments, must be combined with the general reor-
ganization of the lower units which the CEC is pre-
paring in order to make the party apparatus more
simple, more real and alive, and better adapted to the
tasks of the Party.

7. The CEC shall appoint a special committee
for the carrying out of the organizational unification,
to be composed of the 2 members of the CEC of the
ranks of the former “Opposition” and several mem-
bers of the old CEC. All concrete practical questions
must be decided by this committee on the basis of
these conditions and in the spirit of liquidation of fac-
tionalism and the strengthening of party unity.

8. The CEC of the YCL shall be augmented by
the addition of comrades from the former opposition.

2. The Unification of the Open Work.

1. All members of the former Opposition must,
upon their return to the Party, join the ranks of the
LPP [“Legal Political Party” = Workers Party of
America] and actively work in the branches and gov-
erning bodies.

2. The LO [“Legal Organization” = United Toil-
ers of America] shall unite with the LPP [WPA]. The
Party shall immediately take all necessary steps in or-
der to facilitate this work of the immediate unification
of all members of the LO [UTA] in the ranks of the
LPP [WPA].

3. All important and necessary organs under the
control of the former “Opposition” must be preserved.
In liquidating the parallel existing organs, the Party
must take care to preserve their editorial forces, circu-
lation apparatus, as well as the circle of readers secured
by them. This relates especially to the main English
weekly [The Workers Challenge].

3. Guarantees of Party Unity.

1. The issues that have provoked the split are
outlived. The apprehensions that the illegal party, nec-
essary under the present conditions in America as the
guide of the entire communist work in this country,
may be dissolved and replaced by a legal party more or
less approaching communism, are conclusively dis-
pelled by the clear and definite decisions of the last
convention of the Party [Bridgman: Aug. 17-22, 1922].
The phantom of “liquidation” must disappear from
amongst our ranks. On the other hand the necessity
of open work of every kind and form, in order to con-
nect the Party with the proletarian masses is recog-
nized by all. The LPP [WPA] exists; if it suffers at
present from many and considerable defects, it is the
duty of all communists to double and treble their ef-
forts, to close their ranks and make of the LPP [WPA]
a strong instrument in the hands of the Party. The
tremendous growth of the labor movement in con-
nection with the strikes of the last summer, the con-
sciousness of the necessity of independent political
struggle and independent political organization grow-
ing monthly in the American working class, create
exceptionally favorable conditions for the activity of
the CP. The combination of these internal party and
the external circumstances is the best objective guar-
antee of the possibility and durability of party unity.
Inability to utilize these conditions, to strengthen them
by a strong subjective will, would be the greatest crime
on the party of American communism against the
working class.

2. The Party must be a unit to include all ele-
ments that are now in the official party as well as in
the organization of the Opposition. No individual nor
group must or can be expelled from the Party. On the
contrary, the Party must attract into its ranks and as-
similate all the elements gravitating towards it. All agi-
tation for new expulsions or split, from the Right or
from the Left, would be considered as a crime by the
Communist International.

3. Organized factions (caucuses) within the Party
are inadmissable according to the decisions of the 3rd
Congress [June 22-July 12, 1921]. Every attempt to
create within the Party an organized caucus with its
own leadership and its own discipline must be crushed
by the Party in its very inception. There must be no
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other discipline in the Party than Party discipline.
4. Discussions in party organizations and press

upon definite issues may be carried on only by a spe-
cial decision of the CEC. The purpose of such party
discussions decided upon by the CEC must be specifi-
cally stated. In such cases, the CEC shall supply the
organizations with the material for discussion for and
against. Individuals members or groups may recom-
mend to the CEC to place a certain question for dis-
cussion but may not themselves raise this discussion
in the Party. All decisions and regulations of the CEC,
especially those concerning a definite action must be
carried out without any opposition; it is permitted to
discuss only the best ways and means of carrying them
into effect. If someone has doubts in regard to the
advisability (expediency) of a given decision of the
CEC, he may communicate his doubts or consider-
ations to the CEC; however, the decision of the CEC
must be carried out without delays or sabotage.

5. The most important internal problem of party
life is the recreation of the atmosphere of mutual trust
and confidence. Especially the comrades from the
former Opposition must exercise superhuman efforts
in order to inwardly overcome factional passions, natu-
ral in the past, and must judge their party comrades
not by what they have said or done in the past, but by
what they are able to contribute to the Party at the
present time. The comrades from the former Opposi-
tion must also strive to acquire for themselves the trust
of their former factional opponents. The best means
to attain this is to work for the United Party with the
same energy, loyalty, and devotion with which they
worked for their separate organization.

•     •     •     •     •

Resolutions on the Above Conditions.

The convention of the former Opposition [late
Sept. 1922], after a thorough discussion, adopted the
following resolutions:

Resolved by the National Convention of the CP of A in
session assembled, that we accept the conditions for unity
as proposed by the special representative of the EC of the
CI [Valetski]. We declare our wholehearted desire to work
within the Communist movement of this country on the basis
of Communist discipline as demanded from us by the
Comintern.

The CEC of the Party approved the foregoing
conditions by the unanimous adoption of the follow-
ing resolution:

The CEC declares that the terms agreed upon by the
special representative of the Communist International
[Valetski] with the “Opposition” for the reuniting of the
“Opposition” with the CP of A., Section of the CI are in accord
with the policy adopted on this subject by our recent
convention [Bridgman, Aug. 1922].

The CEC accepts the terms and declares in the name
of the Party that the “Opposition” must immediately be
reincorporated with the Party.

Decisions of the
Committee on Amalgamation.

In conformity with Paragraph 7, Section 1, the
Committee on Amalgamation elected by the CEC has
adopted the following rules for the amalgamation of
party units. These decisions are to be carried into ef-
fect with the same spirit of party unity as expressed in
the conditions formulated by the CI representative
[Valetski] and adopted by the Party.

1. CEC — The Opposition is to immediately
turn over to Secretary of the Party [Jakira] all records,
connections, inventory of property, etc. The 2 mem-
bers of the Opposition elected by their convention are
immediately seated on the CEC of the Party.

2. Districts — The DOs of both sides (or the
SDOs where the district of the Opposition does not
geographically correspond to the district of the Party)
are to get together and make the necessary arrange-
ments for amalgamation of the districts. Meetings of
the DECs of the Party are to be arranged for, to which
members of the Opposition elected by their respective
DECs or SDECs are to be added as follows:

Party District 1 [Boston] — 2 members of Op-
position to be added.

Party District 2 [New York] — 3 members of
Opposition to be added.

Party District 3 [Philadelphia] — 3 members of
Opposition to be added.

Party District 4 [Cleveland] — 2 members of
Opposition to be added.

Party District 5 [Chicago] — 2 members of Op-
position to be added.

Party District 6 [Detroit] — 5 members of Op-
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position to be added.
Party District 7 [St. Louis] — 1 member of Op-

position to be added.
Party District 8 [San Francisco] — 1 member of

Opposition to be added.
Party District 9 [Seattle] — 1 member of Op-

position to be added.
Party District 11 [Pittsburgh] — 3 members of

Opposition to be added.
Party District 7 [Minneapolis] — 3 members of

Opposition to be added.

Note: Opposition Districts 1, 2, 3, and 6 corre-
spond to those of the Party.

Opposition District 7 corresponds to District 8 of
Party.

Opposition District 8 corresponds to District 9 of
Party.

Opposition Sub-District 3 of District 4 corresponds
to District 11 of Party.

Remaining Sub-Districts of Opposition District 4
correspond to District 4 of Party.

Opposition District 5 corresponds to Party Districts
5, 7, and 12.

1. Opposition DOs or SDOs are to turn over all
connections, inventory, cash on hand, etc. to the DOs
of the Party.

2. The joint DEC formed is to immediately ap-
point a committee consisting of representatives of both
sides to bring about the amalgamation of the lower
units of the Party in their respective districts.

Sub-Districts — The Committee on Amalgam-
ation elected by the joint DEC shall determine the
number of Opposition members to be added to SDCs
of the respective SDEC of the Opposition.

Sections — Same rule shall apply in amalgam-
ating the Section Committees.

Branches — Branches of Opposition shall be
amalgamated with the respective language branches
of the Party in the same territory. The captains of the
Opposition groups are to be added to the Branch Ex-
ecutive Committee. Groups not having full quota of
members shall be combined by Branch Executive Com-
mittee after the amalgamation of the branches has been
completed. Reorganization of branches may take place

upon a mutual agreement between both sides and with
the approval of the SDC.

District Conventions.

Groups of the Opposition shall at once proceed
with the election of delegates to District Conventions
in accordance with the arrangements made by the
DECs of the Party. In places where the DEC decided
not to hold any District Conventions, the amalgam-
ated DEC shall again take up the question and decide
on this matter. The final decision of the DEC is to be
approved by the CEC.

Federations.

1. Ukrainian. 2 members elected by the Bu-
reau of the Ukrainian Federation of the Party shall be
added to the Bureau of the Ukrainian Federation of
the Opposition. The joint Bureau is to be recognized
as the Bureau of the Ukrainian Federation of the Party.

2. Polish. Both Bureaus are to be amalgamated.
The amalgamated Bureau is to elect an Executive
Council of 5 consisting of 3 members of the former
Opposition and 2 members from the Party.

3. Russian. Both Bureaus are to be amalgam-
ated. An Executive Council of 6 to be elected, consist-
ing of 3 members of the former Opposition and 3 from
the Party.

4. Instructions regarding the Jewish [Yiddish lan-
guage], Lithuanian, Lettish [Latvian], and German
Federations will follow shortly.

5. All other Federations of the party are not af-
fected.

Finances.

Party regulations regarding dues and assessments
are immediately to be applied to all members of the
Party. The $1 assessment levied by the CEC on every
member of the Party is to apply also to all members of
the former Opposition. During the period of amal-
gamation the collection of dues, assessments, etc. shall
not be interrupted. Rigid disciplinary measures are to
be taken against all those who do not abide by this
decision.
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Miscellaneous.

All suspensions for advocating unity are to be
annulled.

In appointing members to DEC and to other
Party committees, the comrades must be guided by
the best interests of the Party and not allow themselves
to be blinded by past prejudices. Comrades must be
judged by what they can contribute to the Party and
to the movement and not by the position they held
before the convention.

In electing members to the various party com-
mittees, non-members of present committees may be
designated.

COMRADES:

We urge that the work of amalgamation be car-
ried out with great despatch. This can be done only if
the entire Party membership enters fully into the task
before us — the complete Party unity — and over-
comes any points of difference in true Communist
spirit.

J. Miller [Abram Jakira],
Executive Secretary,

Communist Party of America,
Section of the Communist International.

September 30th, 1922.
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