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How do the " red'' trade unionists behave' in the face of 
. this treacherous policy of the Central Comniittee of the Trade 

Union federation? Arrested and interned, belieD by the Police, 
driven from their work and denounced by their own fellow 
workers, the " red "' trade 1111ioo.ists still indefatigably carry 
oo their ex~giy difficult work. An intensive campaign is 
being conducted in all the unions ~.ailiSt the reformist policy 
of the Amsterdamers. Protests are IglKlred, the resolutiosas of 
the Unipns against the expulsion of the " reds " are not 
acknowl.edged. The " red<A" fight energetically in spite of the 
most extremely difficult eomditions, in order to capfure tne new 
unmns. In rmany cases they have been successful Single brm­
dres of unions, led by relonnist champions, are under the 
absolut:e control of the " Reds ". 

In contradiction to the splitting activities of the followers 
of Amsterdam, the attitude of the "Reds" is based on the de­
fense of the unity of the unions. In spite of the disappointment 
of the broad masses with the trade unious led by the reformist 
bureaucrats, in spite of the increasing demand of the working 
masses for the fonnation .of definitely "red" trade unions, 
the far-sighted revolutionary trade umionists reject this idea and 
defend the principle of trade ,union unity. 

Will this. principle be maintained in spite of everything? 
Will the splitting policy of the Exjecutive Committee destroy the 
whole trade union movement throughout Poland? It is difficult 
to foretell. Unfortunately, the doings of our Amsterdamers up 
to now in no way warrant our being too optimistic in this respect. 

.I IN. SOVIET RUSSIA I 
The Russian Grain Loan 

By "Eagm Varga (Berlin). 

for the first tlme si.Dce the Russian Soviet Republic came 
into existenre, its Oovenunent turned to the public for a loan. 
first of all, we wish to state that the attempt at the first internal 
loan has been very successful The lO.OOO,<JOO pood loan was 
fully realized and the money paid in full. 

The peculiarity of tbis loan consists in the fact that it is 
·paid in money, but repaid in grain. In addition it is a sh.ort­
ferm loan. TIM' money is being paid now and the bondholders 
will receive the corresponding amount in grain during tbis year, 
when the tax in kind is col~ed. 

The speci:1l form of . this loan was a reSIIH of the unstable 
money situation in Soviet Russia. Up to May of this year, the 
rouble depreciated rapidly. Consequently it seemed impossible 
to get a l01.11 at home, because no one was able to tell what the 
buymg capacity of the Soviet rouble would be six mouths later. 
(Just as it is at present impossible to get a loan in Austria). 

The advantage for the credi1ors of this loan consists in the 
fact that. even today, at the present buying capacity of the 
rouble, they are in a position to secure the grain they need; 
they thus p:rotect themselves against a further depreciation of 
the rouble. The advantage for the Government is that it already 
has in the form of money a part of the tax in kind, which is due 
.only in the autumtL This carries with it two advantages: 
1- It enables the Government· to buy grain at once for the famine 
-stricken regions with the money it thus receives, · 2. It con­
tributes considerably to the stabilization of the rouble and 
. prevents its further depreciation. · 

· As is well kriown, the rise in prires in Russia (at .my 
rate on food article$) not only came to a standstill in May of 
this year, but a sharp ~ set in, which in ·the South, in 
OdesSa and Rostov for example, attained a 30% faiJ. In the 
Northern sections the fall in prices has been rather less. This 
means that the great increase in food prires during the current 
year was of a s~lative nature, and h present drop in prices is 
due to the good prospects for a fav<Jr.tble crop and the arrival 
of foreign gram. It therefore depends ·mainly upon the ex­
pected crop to decide whether the grain loan participators specu­
lated profitably or not, and whether the price of ,!('rain iu 
autumn will be higher or lower than the price used as a basfs 
for the grain loaa 

An interesting innovation made by- the grain loan is the 
provision that the peasants may use the grain loan bonds in 
payment of the tax in kind, due in autumn. The peasant who 
. today pays the price for a certain quantity of grain in the form 
of ~ loan, may pay his tax in kind with his .OOnd instead of with 
gram. We thus csee an attempt to return from the tax in kind to 
the money tax. - · · . · : · · · · 

This experiment, the first one of its kind, is being ti-ied 
on a small scale. 10,000,000 poods amount to no more than' 
about 170,000 too.s and reckoned at the price which is at present 
being paid in Germany, it amounts to 2~ billion marks. It is not 
the quantity of grain or of money that lends signifi;mce. to this 
loan, but rather the fact that the Soviet Government succeeded in 
raising an internal loan, an accomplishmmt to be envied 
by many a capitalist government. At the same time experience 
can be gathered and the apparatus created for future loans on a 
larger scale, which wil be necessary for the stabilization of the, 
rooble and the balancing of the deficit in the state finances. 

The success of this loan ~s with it a great political 
significance. for it proves t~at the br~d masses of the Rus~iani 
f!e?Ple have full confidence m the So.vret Government. It IS a1 
pol!tkat vote of confidence given to the Soviet Go~nment, ex~ 
pressed in tbe loan. 

I Commun·isi Youili I 
The Up.ited Ftont and the Young 

Comm':;Ulist lntema.tiona.l. -~ 
By Fritz Reassner (Berlin). 

The needs of the young workers grow from day to day. If 
we examine the statistics and reports on the situation of our pro­
letarian youth, our opening statement can be substantiated by: 
thousands of examples. , 

. :~ 

Many attempts have already been made to improve the 
condition of the proletarian youth. .All these attempts, however, 
were isolated and coosequently they could not help but end m 
.failure in the face of capitalist and governmental resistance. We 
see for example, that a certain bill submitted years ago to tltE! 
German -Parliament was pigeon~ up to the present time, -~' 
only to be defeated. · In Cucbo-Slovakia, the Workers' Vacation 
Law in conjunction with which the qttestion of the vacatioo. of 
minors was to be considered, is postponed and hindered. The 
economic crisis in that c01mtry has thrown many young prole- "' · 
tarian out of work. As a result great distress is prevalent. In ,._: 
.Austhria dt~e P.roletarTihean youtfih has ~eddeha verhy element1ary gaill' ),; 
m t at 1rection. bene ts gam ave owever, ong ago , 
been' 'wiped out by the ever-growing need. In Switzerland, itt '< 
Sweden, and in England, many young proletarians have likewise . · . 
been thrown out of work by the economic crises existiQg in those ·.:.}1;.· 
countries. No- one seems to be concerned about them, however; .. -;·:);.; 
so that they suffer immensely. This is true -of every capitalistiC! · 'f; 
country. ·· :'';~? 

The proletarian youth Suffers not only because of the · · ~ 
economic crisis, but it 1s .. also a victim of the general reaction. 
In Italy many yQung proletarians fall a prey to fascisti bu!Jets,. 
In Germany .the young workers are badly mistreated by the :r&i 
act~onaries who even threaten their lives. In france, Belgitun, . 
Czecho-Slovakia, Roumania, Jugoslavia and Poland the young 
proletarians are forced into the straight-jackets of capitalist 
militarism and then used to suppress the revolutionary move­
ment of the workers; They are made to serve the purpose- of 
maintaining the bankrupt capitalist economic system by means 
of bayonets. 1 

The proletarian youth must be helped out· of its misery, 
and distress. _ The situation of our youth is only a partial phe­
DODienon of the present situation of the entire world proletariat • 
for this reason the improvement of their situation is possible 

, only to the extent in which the working class succeeds in im· 
proving its own condition. Even the dogmatic advocates .of a 
separate struggle against capitalism by the proletarian youth will 
give up such illusions when they come to realize that even the 
adult workers were compelled to retreat step by step in their 
isolated struggles. 

The adult proletariat has made an attempt to organize a 
united front against the onslaught of capitalism. The Commu. 
nist International proposed a World Congress to indude all the :·, 
proletarian parties, and at which the demands of the proletarian . ,­
youth are also to be discussed. Hundreds of thousands of young 
proletarians looked forward to this congress with great im­
patience. But unfortunately its hopes were shattered by the un· 
willingness of the Social Democratic Internationals to participate 
in this congress . 

· . ·But our responsibility for the condition of our yout4 is too 
big for us not to make. every possible attempt to find. ways ;,md 
means of -drawing the adult proletariat to their aid. It is there-
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fore necessary for: every youth organization to use all its in­
fluence and moral persuasion on the respective parties and trade 
union organizations and to see to it that the united proletarian 
front become a reality in the interest of the working class in 
general and the proletarian youth in particular. The Youna 
Communist International is fully conscious of the condition of 
our yDut~. It. luls . there~ore decided to. convene a congress of 
young proletanans m which all proletanan youth organizations 
are to take part. The great importance of this decision should 
be clear .to every yo!lng proletarian; for. it shows that the Young 
Commumst Internat101_1al has not yet g1ven up hope of winning 
over the other proletarian youth organizations to a united action 
in spite of the fact that the latter have so far disregarded or evaded 
all such proposals made by he Young Communist International 
and its various sections. This Congress which the Executive 
Comm~ttee. of the Y.C:I. decided to call, will be confronted with 
many 1mportant problems. One of its chief tasks will be to for­
mu~ate j,oi~t demands !hat are intended to influence the prole­
tartan parhes to orgamze a united front that would include the 
youth orgiJ:!izations. A second task of this congress will be to 
t•ke _defens1ve measures that would protect our youth against 
reaction and against capitalist militarism. . 

It !s und~rs~ood that this congress will not touch the 
problematical pnnc1ples of• this or that organization, just as it 
does not mean agreement. This congress does not eliminate the 
free critizism of one organization by the other. It is only a 
qu~tion of formulating slogans that would correspond to the 
dai!Y struggle,, and woul.d bring the workingclass and the prole-· 
tar!an youth mto a umted front for the purpose of realizing 
tl}clr dem~nds. · 

. Wt~r, the Co•nmunist Youth, believe that the present situa-
th..Jl forces us to make this step. We think that we should take 
advantage of evety opportunity to improve the condition of our 
youth. For .thi~ reason we firmly believe that no proletarian 
yout~ crgamzation that takes the needs of our youth to heart can 
possibly refuse to participate in this congress. Hundreds of 
thous~nds of orgam~. young proletarians and millions of un­
orgamz~ ont;s are waiting for our aid. The Young Communist 
I!lternahonal IS rea?y to do everything in its power in that d.irre­
twn. The proletarian youth of other organizations must decide 
Ytnether they w.ll coopc.rate or not. . 

. Young prok: .. :::us in the factories, in the. schools trade 
umons ~d other o~ganizations, define your attitude to tltfs ·on­
gre~s, gHe expressiOn to your will; we are awaiting an affir­
mative answer from your organizations. 

Lonl!: live the Proletarian Youth Congress! 

Long live the united proletarian front! 

I IN THE~ CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES I· 
The First Communist Trial 

in Austria · 

appearance· of "-Democracy" does the fredoom. of the press 
exist before the law. 

In the so-called "criminal" articles in the "Rote Fahne" 
there was nothing demanding an immediate fight for th~ 
Dictatorship. The workers were simply enlightened as to the 
government's policy of high prices. The real causes of the 

· 1st of December were set out. The bloody " justice" of the 
bourgeois class-state was exposed. The workers were called 

-up~m not to bt: · content with isolated action but to .set up .a 
umted front, to conduct a continuous, well-organized struggle 
of the whole working class in order to compel the government 
to do what was necessary in their interest. The workers were 
a~s~ called upon to ~sc their. power, in. order_ to protect the 
victims of the bourgeo1s class .Justice from the vengeance of the 
exploiters' government, which did not venture to approach the 
real plunderers. It was also pointed out .that plunderings and 
demolitions were not a 'proper means of struggle, bui that thb 
government and the expfoiters whose politics drove the workers 
to desperation were alone guilty. · ' 

In all this the State prosecutor saw the most senous 
-arimes.-~hich only. stirred h!ltre~ and contempt for the state 
au!h!'nhes,, gave. nse. to I?ubhc d1stur~nces, the threatening of 
offiCials, disobedience agamst these off1cials, the using of force 
against the power of the state, etc. The most obsolete paragr:1.phs · 
were used to prove this, among other& clause 65a, which wa~ 
enacted 119 years ago and which was intended to protect the 
monarchy of that time against the demands for a constitution. 

· Lat~r they were used to protect the constitutional monarchy 
agamst the republicans and now it is to defend the brand new 
Republic. The whole accusation was, however, even from the 
legal bourgeois point of view so ridiculously untenable, that 
even the bourgeo1s Jury could not arrive at a verdict of <ruilty. 
T.he State prosecutor had. made the thing too easy. He ~mply 
picked out four Communist leaders and asserted without even 
being ll;ble t~ produce a shadow of proof that they had published 
the artt~I~~ Ill the·" Rote Fah_ne ". Our comrades, accepted full 
responst~tltty f!>r all these articles, but they naturally could noi, 
de<;lare m defmance of the . truth that they. had published the 
articles,. The Jury was thus compelled to bnng in a verdict of 
not gwlty. That, however, did not prevent them by their verdict 
of "not guilty" from finding in the articles themselves, all 
the crimes which the prosecuter saw therein and to declare the 
responsible editor guilty of having neglected his duty so that -
he was fined. In Austria tt is therefore a "crime" 
to criticize the government's policy of high prices and .the class 
justice of the Courts and to teU the w~rkers that they must 
fight unitedly against the capitalist offensive. . 

During the proceedings, the judge systematically refused 
every motion of the defence, even the most modest one, although 
even the state prosecutor had to admit that there was nothing 
against them on principle. On the other hand every motion by 
the State Prosecutor was acceded to without more ado. In 
Russia, the land of the "Red Terror", Vandervelde and his 
colleagues availed themselves of the most absurd pretext in order 
to withdraw from the Court although their requests had been 
granted to the utmost possible exteut. What would they have 
had to say in this case if. it had been asked that Communis Is 

By V. Stern (Vienna). . of ev-ery oountry should take part in the defence! 

The Austrian .bourgeoisie i~ at present n~t in a position The .trial provided our comrades with the opportunity of 
to enter upon a .. op~~ terror agamst the revolutiOnary working exposing the government and the exploiters' methods of ruling~ 
tlass, a~ IS the case m Jugoslavia, Roumania, Czecho-Slovakia, of pointing to the struggle of the Communists in behalf of the 
etc .. It IS not even necessary, as long as a great Social Demo- interests· of the workers, and of revealing the treachery of the 
crahc Party and the leaders of the trade union movement render social-patriots. Our comrades clearly and openly exposed the 
!hem the se~vic~ of brin~ing the workers to do voluntarily, what class nature of the Court, and showed that the Communist . 
m other capitalist countrie~ has only been accomplished by force. Party has but one end in view, namely, the demolition of the 
The powerful demonstratiOn of the Viennese workers on the class state and the introduction of Communism through the 
1st of Der;ember, 1921, however, Jed the bourgeoisie to fear dictatorship of the proletariat. They showed how the Social 
that. ~he Social J?emocratic .leaders had not gotten the masses Democrats upon whom the Public Prosecutor repeatedly bestowed 
sufftc1ently safe I!l. hand. And then it immediately appeared, the highest praise, were betraying the interests of the proletariat. 
that ~ur bourge~!sle also attempts to be "energetic" when it They pointed out how the Communists were laboring indefa· 
becomes a questwn of self-preservation. Against the so-called tiguably to set up the united front of the proletariat in the 
"pl_underers" of December 1st, a sentence has been pronounced struggle for its. vital interests. It was not they )Vho were the 
whtch can only be charatterized as bloody The "Rote defendants, but It was rather they who compelled the Judge and 
Fahne" has . been repeatedly confiscated, · arrests and,_ Pu~Iic Prosecutor to . appear as defende_rs of the g~wernment's 
house-searches mcreased and the stllte prosecutor has brought pohcy. The whole m1sery of the Austnan proletanat and the 
charges agaiJ:!St a number of Communist leaders. Comrades fearful culpability of the ruling classes and their social-p!ltriotic 
T?mann, ~ontschoner, Friedlander and Wertheim are char ed ~nfederates. ":ere fu.lly exposed. If the purpose for wh1ch t~e 
w~th a ser1es. o~ "crimes" which are alleged to have been c~m- trial was or1gmally mtended1 namely, to render th~ Com~umst 
m1tted by p~Iittmg articles in the "Rote Fahne" and reporting Part~ leaderles.s for s9me t1me, ~as not been achieved, 1t ~as 
speeches dehvered at. Work~rs' Councils. Tlte chief procee!lings certamlr contnbuted to the enlightenment of the Austrian­
took place before a lury. I hey ended with a gigantic exposure proletanat. 
of the. state prosecution, but they showed also that not even -in ------'"'"-· ----,.--.,-.--'---.,-.--------­
Austna where the bourgeoisie is compelled tU, preserve the Priuted by friedricbitaCit•Drudu!rei a; ill; b. H., Berlia SW. 4i 


