
"Th('Se :tre the chief mailers whic h r;epafale us from the social 
demoCI'i1lir yOlilh. Coming to the possibilities of our movcment 
tiurinR the period .. , fler the conqucst of power by the proletariat, 
this is not considered at all by the !'ocialist you th organisations. 
This pro\'~ that their protestations are merc phrases and that Ihe 
social <\t:'mocrats do nol even think of the time when capitalism shall 
h.we ceased to exis!." 
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T H E PRO G RAM 
o f the 

YOUNG CO MMUNI ST I NTERNATI ONAL 
(OS adopted ot Jhe Berlin Con~ress 

oj Ihe y.. C. I.. November J919) 
--

!"IE unheard·of de\'elopment of capitalist accumulation and pro­
duction has brought capitalism to a new stage in its develop. 
ment - to the phase of imperialism, whieh is characterized by 

the format ion of frusts and syndicates, and by the rule of finance 
capital. Its colonial polic)", caused by the necessity for find ing new 
markets fo r trade and procuring raw material, the competition of the 
national capitalist cliques, led with iron necessity to imperialist 
wars. 

The war of 1914-18, the consequences of wh ich cannot be liqui­
da.led by Ihe resou rces of capitalist society, has disturbed and 
destroyed most of the capitalist countries. The terrifying calamities 
of war, fam ine, financial and commercial bankruptcy, and the destruc­
tion of human lives, have brought humanity 10 a crisis from whlen 
there is ·but one way out - World Wide Social Revolution. The 
material conditions nCc\'"'$sa ry for this are here. The class antagonisms 
have become extremely acutc. TIle victory of the Revolution depends 
entirely upon the will and the energy of the international proletariat. 
The way to Socialism leads through the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
which is characterized by a govcrnmcnt of the revolutionary So\·icts. 
Thc first task of the working class is the struggle for the overthrow 
of the political, economic, and ;ntel1cctual domination of -imperialism, 
and to establish a proletarian dictatorship. This struggle can come 
to a victorious end only when the proletariat decisively brea.ks away 
from the Second International, which is reformist to the core and 
compromises with bourgeois society, betraying thereby the whole 
working class. Only then will tile working masscs unite under the 
standard of the Communist International - the leader of the prole· 
lariat in the revolutionary struggle. 

" 



In ;I 14;\0Iullon')l tpOclt Ol~ tHU t t'llIploy plin\arlly the mtans 
Ill"\! : t, .1" 611'\& k of tht masM'$ (dtloonstnho , atn~tI, 

... , '1011 In \ • .11i1iC\1 up",,!n) t tht tift ,he pi'Oldlnat 
r.mmlt I~tl'('t 11\ pnllC'lplt other poilu at rnoum.--s, uth as parll.Ji· 
IIU'llt. I lit' {'nil )' 11110 llafl!il l1l\:111 de(>Cnds up II Ihe poli ll c,ll siluation 
t.1 th4..' llklrmm, and must l'C' dcc:dW 111 \'arll casc S(p('ra lel), by the 
U('::UIUt 01 tach COUDt'"" 

l!l 11 thl' po..ahon 01 1M adult .. OfLt'fS under tbt rult 01 
\.I,'UI.," m I t\:,"l'{lllon.,II) h;ud, the position of Iht 'IIoorkmK youth" 
'lUIit' mlolcr.lhk I 0\\ " ~J.:l'S , II long \\ orl.IIIg d.l )" h;uba rOIlS Ire"l· 
ITk,,, trom thl' tmplo)er ;1IId lnllnl'(hnle 5u(X'riors clwrActcriu the 

Ih~ of tht \oun~ .. or rrs Condlhon .Irt tna \IoorSt IR thOit 
H.tdn .. bc1'(' tht • pprnm"cs .Ut .. hall IIblD tht pcrfId' of Ult1r 
1I,ldt m.15ltf ~u\h an unhmltN txplOU.lhon 01 )oung .... or .. tu 
hllldcrs thclI' IIltcll"' hml AIld physll'n l dc\ clop1l1ent. 1 he bourgeois 
1:0\' rnmenls .11\0 .... the \\ or}..lI11: class YOllih onl)' so much education 

lS O(\C5S.U) for than to poll fSS in the c.apac-Ity of mdustnous nnd 
UMful .mlt' l~ bourgto.slrt' Ime to u"bI't ttat )OI.Ith ,ntb lbtlr 
0"-0 kkow.:) ~hool, coaf&J0n.31 .tnd kKlrgrors ~'oung ptOpl • 
orgnnlz.,hons •• I~ \\ell ns IRlht:msRI, hn\t~ hut one abJe\:! - 10 
Il lienltlr the prolelori01u you lh from 111 (' glruf,:' /o! le fOl' S04..'l ldislll oud 
to ma e of thoo dn·ottd sok-htl's for ~' . puahsm 1 ht .... orld "'M 
~:gl autN tblS Sd\Q.bOCl C'Of1sdtUbl)\\llhons 0( oun, prole­
tananI nft Imt co tht front 10 Stf'\t oJS c. nnon fOrJdtr; mllllOOs 
of othtrs .... tre dnH~n mlo Ihe ammul1ll10n pl.1nts 

Altholl~ h the Silite lind Ihc employers exhollst the S l ren~th of 
Ii>< youth 10 Ill<' ulmosl, pollhcal and ptnonal ,igllb are p<,millcd 
ft- iii 0I1l)' oa a \'trl nr"'drsl 10k' Sudla at.1tt 01 affairs has lOoted 
tbt Oi bng diU )outh 10 tUf up a aaimk:$s: strugglt ag') lrW 
lUlPEillhsm. 

(3) The formation 01 separate orgall 17.atl0J1S of the proletarian 
youth 11 didnttd by: (a) The poslhon of the )oung in the process 01 
produruoa aDd 1ft ~'~II Th "...ho. forces Ih ... 10 flghl in eft. 
rlin ol tbftr OWD Ultoob; '" tbt JfOIg;anlUt tOlt of Labor; ldoc· 
mlng the school system, tk (b) Tht ps),hologll,.nl charactenstlcs 
of youth (the prevalcncy or Itlltimcnl O\'cr rCi1SOIl , • plitude for 
cooptration, great fectpth-ily al regards all ne",' and rC'o'olutionary 
lilt ... rrad,uEI for •• cnft", and actIOn). <c) The . <em!!y 0/ 
' p UIJ mtlhods for Its J()rCla1.&si aod rnOlU1loo31J <duraltOG ( ... 

t Cll:aruuhonal '1,on, actirt part lcpahon m political 
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strugg les); IIIC applic,'liioll of ?I.I methods which gi\'c the young wor. 
"ers :111 opporhmlly of acqUlnng those qualities which will be 
('.X t ~(,Ole ly ncccss.1ry to Ihcl1I in the fulure as champions of the prole . 
t"rwl and bearcrs of the re\'olu lion. 

(.1) The work ing class you lh is the 1II0St 'lcl ive and re\'olu. 
tiOIli11)' ~OIrt of the p~0 I c la r i.1 t. The 1II0si imporlanl task of the You ng 
Comm.Ulll st Lc.agucs IS, for the present, an incessant agi tation among 
the Wide masses of workers, the organi101tion and carrying out of 
political dcmonstrations, the immediate struggle for Commu nism 
by fak ing p<\rt in Ihe overthrow of capital ist tyranny, and the 
tra in ing of the youth to fil them for building up the communist 
SOCiety. 

(5) The You ng Communist Leagues carry on an energetic 
struggle against all bou rgeois part ies and also against such right 
socialists, lackeys of the bourgeoisie, .1S Scheidemann, Renner, Bis' 
solali, Ren"udel, Henderson, Gompers, Troelstra , Branting, Van· 
dervelde, etc, i and against the social ist centrists, Kau tsky, Mac­
donald, Robert Grimm, Bnucr, etc. , who by their \'accilntion only help 
to uphold capitalist society. The Young Commun ist l eagues like­
wise oppose the syndica list ideology, which is ngainst a political 
struggle for the conq uest of prolet.'lrian dictatorship and which re­
jccts the right of the politica l party to conduct th is strugglc, and 
which nlso rejKts proletarian centraliZ.Jtion. They are equally 
opposed to the anarchist ideology which docs not <ldmit of a prole­
tarian govcrnment as an intermediary phase between capital ism and 
communism, and which, in the spherc of political ecoQorny, preaches 
petty bourgeois idcns. The 5.1me struggle is directed against the youth 
orgnni5.1tions coonccted with the above ml1ltioned p..1rties. In their 
political strugg le, the Young Conununist leagues are subject to the 
principles of that party or local fraction wh ich is affiliated with the 
Third Intcrnationnl, or to the principles proclaimed in the program 
of the Communist InternationaL The organiz.ational relations to· 
ward the part ies are determined by two fundamental principles: 
(a) organizational independence of the youth i (b) close contact and 
reciprocal help, 

(6) Although the Young COIll~lutli~t . lc~u~ will ~ontinue an 
energetic struggle ngainst bourgeoiS IDlhtansm I~ all ItS ~tract 
and practical fomIs, still they do I~Ot defend t~e Ideas of a liber~l 
pacifism, They know that the worklllg class \~'III yet ~ fo~ed, .ID 

order to put down imperiali!'m, and to defend lis own VictOriOUS dlc· 
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, ' I 1,.", unrXI)t\'!&\ alt.'wl.s by the bourgC<lisic. to have re-
In 015 lip . ' I' , ' F , " "" 'lIld to fi " ht il~l\ i Il S I bourgcols Ill I L ansm. or JII, 
\()ursc \).1 ~. '" TI ' I I 

, "/, , /'ft l/d llfifl f l ror fit, Rid Army.! 1:11 IS t Ie cry 0 the ormlll 1: () . 
rot1ll1LUlHSI \ ouill . 

(7 ) 11;1.' stru)::g lr for I,he amclioration ~r ',he C{o~omic situa tion 
of Ihl' fI,o!t'I,ln,1II yout h IS one of tli {' l~ r.II1('1pa l rl oblC~lIS of ,the 
I (-; ./o! lIt':; .\ pr;ldk al \dorm. of the \:ondlhons of I ~ bol r liS po'SSI'I~1c 
on!\' 111 " co11l1llunist ( ollll1lul\Il)'. In the pl:csenl I>t,no( ,0 capi a 1St 
dO';lina lion it 's poSSible to ;\tI<l.i n a p:u l1<l1 :.Hllchofaholl of the 
5 11:\11011 of til l' \ () LLllg only th rough the revoluhonary class struggle, 
,,~,~. 11\ no II'S\: hy f ol\.:lhOf:l ting wi th the compromisers Clnd Ihe 
bOil r !,:: t'Ol:i> ~ OH'rnml'nl:;. 

(i') Olll' of IIH.' dCl1I(,llt,u), pro~Jcllls of the Young ~ollln~un i sl 
I l,:t~IIl'S is th l' Iraimng of prokt a~ lan . leaders and futUi C. builders 
of thc lOlnmunisl society. COm l1l UllIst )udg~mcnt and. ~e<ldIllCSS fo r 
adion arc att.'l inOO not only by tak ing pm t III .the i>ol.lhc i~l strugg le, 
bul also Ihrol\J.,:h Ihcort' tk al soc in list instruction wh~cI~ IS a sh~rp 
II capon in the ;Ig-ilt agamst bourgoois ideology. Socialist cducahon 
combin(.'(1 with Jcti,'e parllcipation in the polilic~l stntggl~ - these 
arc the inle methods of tr:t ining young proletarian champlolls. 

(Q) The ,"oung Communist Leag ucs, moreover, sc t then~h'es 
111(' t:tsl. 01 a ll11i \"('\'S.'l i education of the worki ng class youth III ~Ie 
Marxian s pinto thcri'by raising thei r cul tura l level. T he workmg 
c1aS50 youth must extort frolll HIe bourgeoisie the treasu res. of ~now-
1<.'(I~c II hich afe mdispensable to the wo rkers as a gUIde m the 
movement lor the I'mal1ripat ioll of the proletariat. T hey must conquer 
the pa ths 10 $orICIle\'. litera ture. and art. Besides honest workmen 
:\I\d bra\c soklil' rs of thc Red AI111)', the working class youth must 
supply scholars. tC'Chnica\ experts. organizers , philosophers, poets, 
:lnd art l ~ls for the new communist society. II 1S the missioll of the 
proletarian youth and its organil .. itions to be in the front ranks of 
the constructors or a nl'W culture conceived in the spirit of com· 
lImnislll. 

(10) The conmlUllist organ izations must turn the proletarian 
you th 1I1I0.a healthy people - healthy bodily and mentall y. T·here­
fore, tlll' \ oung Communist Leagues arc also collcerned with the 
physical de\ClopnK'tlt o! the young. This work, to wh ich we can 
Jr1 \'c oilly a part cl our acli\'ily at the prcsl'nt time, is also of great 
import ance for Ihl' young woOie rs. 

, 

• 

. ( II) Although the Leagues s trive to influence with their ideas 
WIde CIrcles o~ the working class youth, Ihi5 is 1I0t done at the 
expense of clanly of our communist program and tactics. A matter 
of ex treme importance is the propaganda amongst the ru ral laborers 
and the poorer peasants. 

(1 2) The You ng Communist Intl'rnational considers that the 
~xis tcnce of separate organiza tions of the collegiate social ist youth 
IS s upe rfl uous. ,'Ionest revolutionists in tile ran ks of the young st u. 
dents must become members of the proletarian youth organiza tions, 
as equa ls among cquals, and comrades amollg" comrades. The for. 
Illation of groups of the co!lcgial e )'outll witJlin the general youth 
organ iza tions must be regulated according to the conditions in each 
country separately. 

( 13) In the prcscnt revolutionary epoch, the struggle of the 
proletariat can be victorious on ly if it is world·w ide. Th is applies 
as well to the s truggle of the young workers. As a consequence, the 
polit ical organizations of the youth unite themselvcs under the 
banner of the You ng Communist Intemational. The ch ief aim of 
the You ng Communist International is central izat ion and gutd ing 
the work an d struggles of the You ng Commun ist Leagues in the 

...'arious countries. Its regu lat ions are the su preme laws to all or· 
ganizations of the youth. Its pract ical work consists in inler­
national {:dueat ion and international guidance of political manj· 
festations. lis duly is to gi\'e 'U nit)' to all the acti\'ities of the youtl! 
organ iz.it ions; to ser\'e them as a directing force ; to support them 
morally and materially ; to form ncw l eagues and to bind together 
as c1cscly as possible, the proletarian youth organ iza tions of all 
countries. . 

. (ItI) The Young Communist International stands upon the 
basis and the principles la id dow n by the f irst Congl\."'SS of the 
Communist Internat ional. The Executive Committee of the Young 
Communist International is connected organ izationally with that of 
the Communist In ternational and works in close connection with it. 
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