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Urges

YOUTH INTERNATIONAL TO
THE AMERICAN LEAGUE

FESHE present depression in the United
T States, which touches a series of basic
industries (mining, textile, clothing) and
capresses itself also in the growth of un-
¢mployment and in the capitalist offensive
aganst the present standard of living of
the proletariat has its direct consequences
1n _activizing the young workers of Ameri-
.

- The growing contradictions between
the United States and England, the
sharpening of the "competition on the
world markets will sooner deepen this
Jepression than liquidate it. The work-
ing class youth which is involved more
than ever in industry: on “a basis of
cquality” with the adult workers, goes
through all the effects of depressions, un-
cmployment, increased exploitation and
reduced wages. Furthermore, the work-
iig youth is suffering even more from
depression than the adult workers, because
on the labor markets of the working
youth, "there are always new growing re-
serves and new competstors. Therefore,

one 1s justified in saying, that rationali-

:ation and its effects, far from improv-
“my the position of the working youth,
Leve made it considerably worse. This
worsening is so considerable that it activi-
zes the “American young workers who
pobtically were up till now completely
spthetic” as was pointed out by the C.
Y. I. in 1926. The worsening of the
posiion of the working youth, which
bevame more noticeable only last .year
(1927), enabled us to declare: “We can-
not say that the working youth of
America is an almost inert mass” (from
the letter ‘of the C. Y. I. to the Ameri-
can League, 1927), and now whea the
worsening of young workers' conditions
3> becoming more evident to the largest
part of the working youth, we can say
tuday-—"the working youth is no more
the most backward part of the American
proletanat, and is in many cases the most
advanced and conscious part of the pro-
letariat.”  The latest ‘mining and. textile
strikes etc., jn which the working youth
rayed to a great extent a leading and
orpamuzng role, can serve as a good ex-
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Another result of the growing con-
tradictions between America and Europe
on the one hand, and America and the
uvements in the colonial countries, on
the other hand, is the War Danger. The
U'nited States is feverishly prepaning for
this struggle and the plans for the mih-
tanization of the whole population are
bung put into practice first of all among
the working youth. _

These two basic features of the political

tte of your counts * wall be a determining -

factor of <& vmence~ G Y. L.

To win and <iganize the .oiking
jouth, to fht against war—these are
vour basic tasks for the ncarert future.

In the process of fulfilling these tasks
vou can develop into a real mass young
Communist orgamuzation. The Fifth Con-
cress of the C. Y. L. laid down a.senies
+t tasks, which also apply tc your coun-
try. One cannot make an exception “for
‘he United States in regard to the gener-
1 tacucal tasks of the C. Y. I. ‘In this
ctter we want merely to stress the special
tusks, which could not be included in full
in the decisions of the C. Y. I. Congress
- the internal situaton of the league and
the factional struggles. Factional strug-
Je 1s the man charatenstic which dis-
-.oushes your League from all other
~ wone of the C. Y. I Your League
-~ emrsarking on e tasky with fracnonal
= %¢ 1n ats ranks and a whole senes ot

“stacles with which ats compostion and
ctroral traditions are fraught.

At present the changes which are tak-
© ¢ lace an the whole watld, and partr

T Jafiy an the U, S. A, and the accentua-.

= of the class struggle places the whole
I under the obhgation of aiming it
 «n blow at the “Right™ danger. The
~ath Congress of the Comintern points
= that the “Right™ danger 1s the man
- get for the Communmit movement at
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C. Y. 1. Condemns Factionalism!
Development of League Activity
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moet important and surest criteria of the seriousness. of the party, and

how it fulfills in peactice its obligations towards its clase’ and towards the labour.

To admit a mistake openly, to disclose its reasons, to analyse the

ndings which created it, to study attentively the means of correcting it—

these are the signs of. a scrious party; this means the performance of its duties;
this meuns educating and training rise class, and, subsequently, the masses.” -

LENN:—" ‘Left Wing' Communisn”—page 41,

London Edition.

the present time. Not one of the groups
can claim the title “real Left™ or accuse
the other of being “Right". So-called
Right errors were committed by all the
groups.- The Right danger is the maq
danger in the American Party. In your
fight to win the working youth and
against the War Danger you must not
forget the objective Right obstades which
will be in your way in the form of tra-
ditions and old methods of work, under-
estimation of the degree of activization
of the working youth and of the role of
the C. Y. L., ovet-estimation of the Op-
ponent’s strength and of the inertia exist-
ing among the working youth.

To these objective obstacles can be
added those which arise from the nation-
al and social compositiont of Your League,
and also the existence of fractional strug-
gle. The Fifth Congress of: the C. Y. L.
defined your tasks as follows:

“For struggle against the Right danger
the C. Y. I. must mobilize THE LEA.
GUES AS A WHOLE. IT MUST NOT
ALLOW THE formation of unprinci-
pled giGupings in the STRUGGLE for
leadership, on such grounds or undeg
this cloak.

From this viewpoint one must CON-
DEMN THE REVIVAL OF GROUP
STRUGGLE IN THE AMERICAN
YOUNG: COMMUNIST LEAGUE.
The C. Y. L., as well as the Communist
Party of the United States, have been
guilty of a series of Right, opportunist
errors, but both contending  groups are
responsible for them.
ther of them can claim monopolist leader-
ship. The C. Y. l. demands that both
sides should put a stop immediately to
group struggle, that they should break
with the exisung party tractions and that
they should establish complete unity based
on the policy of the Comintern and the
C. Y. 1. and vigorous juint struggle
against Right tendencies, espeuaiy
against the Right errors of the Party Ex-
ecutive.”

The- direct - cause of the renewed fac
tional strugg.e in the Executive of the
League is the revival of the sruggle in
the American Party. The American Lea-
gue made progress in regards to unity,
and the successes in its work correspond-
ed exactly with this period. But this
unity was marred by the uncritical atu-
tude of the Executive: of the League to
the Right errors of the Party. The N. E.
C. actuall, cundoned and shared the
Right c.rors of the Farty by its tacit
agreesiert with them. The Y. C. I con-
demne the existence of this factional
struggle and proposes the following basis
for its liquidation.

The general basis of the group snfe
is the political and organizational weak-
ness of the C. Y. L., especially its un-
satisfactory social and national compo-
suyon. However, if fractional struggle
be the result of the weakness of the Lea-
gue, this weakness is certanly the result
of prolonged fractional struggle. There
1s a direct correlation between fractional
struggle and the weakness of the League.
Therefore one of the chief means of
overcoming fractional strife is develop-
ment of the Lragues activity, i. e over-
coming, the existing  defects and -weak
points of the League which are the re-
wilt of its objective poution as weil as
of ms errors. Therefore, -athough the
American League has made some pro
gress (active participation in the textile
and mining strikes, certain progress 1o
Ant:-Militarist activity, small growth of
the League 1n the law period) we thisk
that in the League situatiun the haex fart
1« the weakness and shortioming. of
leadership. Outstonding amongst these

Therefore, nei- -

are:

(a) - Absence of real Paity leadership
in regard to the C. Y. L. which was fre-
quently substituted by fractional leader-
ship. The C. Y. L. must be under the
general control of the C. C. of the Party,
and not under the control of andividual
fractions ot the Party.

b) A rcdative deaease of proletanians
in the League in the last two years.” In
no other League of the C. Y. I 1 thete
such a high percentage of students as
in the U. 5. A, where manual workers
ulation. Necarly all the organizations of
the League which sprang up durning strug-
gles (Passaic, Pennsylvania) fell to pieces
after a while.  There are hardly any or-
ganizations of the League in the centeis
where serious workers’ mass movements
have taken place, wheie the  working
youth has play. d an impcrtant role. Most
of the orgamizations in Puttsburgh—the
center of the struggle—consist of em-
ployces and workers empluyed in small
enterprises. The relative decizase of the
working elements in the League expresses
not only the orgamzational but also the
general political shostcomings of the Lea-
gue, caused by the fact, that the League
as yet has not got a correct hine in re-
gard to the working youth, both outside
and inside its ranks. To take cogni-
sance of these mistakes is the necessary
pre-requisite for the further development
of the League. The League must examine
critically its past work, revealing its old
mistakes. ‘

c¢) The Executives of the Leaguc as
well as a considerable part of its member-
ship are tied up with Party fractions. The
€. Y. L. propuses to its Amercan secr
tion not only to take up a cntcal aw-
tude to the individual groupings and their
mistakes, which is already partly done by
the minonty, but to break decisively and
finally all fractional connections and come
out n the inner-Party questions as a
united whole, becoming one of the best

_interpreters of the policy of the Comin-

tern s .cgard to the American question.
Auy uncrtical artitude towards the Party
groupings will necgssarily bring about the
revival and intensification of unprincipled
group -strife in the League, which is the
main hindrance in its development.

_d) Insufficient political activity within
the League and uncritical atitude towards
the Right mistakes of the Executive.

¢) inadequate work m trade union or-
ganizations. Less than 30 percent of the
membership are organized in trade unions
and there s pracuically no fraction ap-
paratus in existence.  No sufficiently
energetic and systematic campaigns for
the orgamzation of unorgamized working
youth, “even in place_where a bitter class
struggle is going on, (mining, New York
clothing workers, strikers, etc.).

That trade union work is inadequate
is burne out by such facts as the total ab-
sence of a regular connecuun with Left
trade unton osganizations, for nstancs,
the Trade Unicn Bducational League:
the badly organized yuung miners’ con-
ference 1n Pennsylvania (the center of
the miners struggle). non-participation

in the work of the Left trade unfons, for

irstar e, garment makers and furriers in
New York, cdothing makers in Chicago
and New York. Although all Left trade
unions and their orgamizations are weak
they constitute already a powerful means
for work amopg the working youth and
for ganing influence over gt

~ f) Neghgent attitude towards the wrk
among the Negroes and under-estimatinn
of the importance of the Neggro problem
for the develupmert of the revolutionary
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movement in the United States. Also
failure to understand that the main ob-

_stacle to work among Negroes 1s the exist-

ence ¢t chauvinism in the ranks of the
Legguc which takes various forms: The
prevailing form is—giving 1 to the chau-
vimism ot the white -population ai.d tecbie
resistance to chauvinism™ among white
workers. The fact that there are only
a few Negroes in the League 1 convine:
ing proof of the necesuty of a radical
reorientation in regard to the Negro ques-
tion,

§) Struggle aganst pacifism which is
sull deeply rooted in the tanks of the
League and among the woiking youth in
general, is~not ot a steady and perma-
nent character, as shown by the recent
introduction of - military  ttammng whach
was widely advertised 1 C. Y. L. tramn
ing schools. It s of comse admisaable to
introduce some sort of military dull there
but t would be a mistake to provoke thy
picifists and the police by mibtary tramn
mg  From boycott the League jumped
t¢ mufitary trarning —ilthough this juwp
does not andicate the rehnguisliment ot
boycott moods in the League, but only
the policy of the Executive, ‘The most
suitable form for the popuisization of
the idea of forming our uwn deta hments
1o propaganda and tormatien of delen
detachments agamst stuke hearcr, hooh
gans, cte., together with reydas work m
the army and amoung the working youth
which is bey g trained for the army, in-
cluding the young uncmployed.

h) The inability to carry out the di-
rectives of the C. Y. L. in 1egards to
developing and training proletaran func
tionarics 1in the League.  ‘The leading
group of comrades in the lLeague re
mained almost unchanged dunng the lan
years, which signifies stagnaticn 5’ the.
growth and development of rew gadres.

Only by taking decisive measabes in
changing the existing situation a the
League, will the League be able to carry
out the tasks with which they age comr
fronted.  Fustly, it 15 necessary that the,
League be united on the hne of the G 1.
and €. Y. L. and that the Lcugue or say
‘part of it shall endeavor notto be ¢on
nected with either fractional group in the

Party. The League must be aleit and
Centical of all mictakes of the Party and
League, fearlessly cnticizing  these and

must participate and take a stand n the
discussjon of all political questions. - Only
by breaking -down old fractional connec-
tions and traditions and by parttapating
in working out and defining the new
oY oooa umeed League, will a cor-
rect poly be worked out and united
work possible.  The line of the C.'Y. L
given to the American League one and
half years ago is still applicable today
and this is the only rcal line of umty
which can be followed in the League:
There can bhe no conception that the
1..dership of the League is the mogapoly
of any one group. The monapoly of
leadership belongs only to the proletarian
merbership of the League.

The bhasic tasks of the C. Y. L. is to
develop 1t mass work, in the factories,
unemployment activity, to desielop the
work in the army, among Negroes, crea-
tion of youth sections and the ECON.
OMIC " ASSOCIATIONS  OF  THE
WORKING YOUTH under the ditferent
‘orms of the tranational type, wherever
there is no posshility to orgamize the
young workers in trade unions. I all
of _these ggpivaties recriting work st
he hinked up, so %o to deopavely anerease
the proletarian for.es of the Eaague . The
most important task as the traming of new
proletarian funcuonaries and the nvolv
g of them into the leadership from the
top to bhaotton

The E.C € Y ] nakesthr following
organizational proposals for yoar Leagur

1) A partial renenal of the €Y L
Execitone at the pre-ert tine and poog

1at1one {l»! 1ot e l’-"h;ll;": fe: o")..'c’ at ol

forthcrmang conventinn of yoar Lo
by drawing yourg profetaran demons
1.2, the Pxe ntive All rra e Al e

pertarang to the renenal of o po

(Continued oo Page 8)



(Continued from Page 7)
stton of the national and provincal cof
mittees should be taken in agrecment with
the C. Y.} if there be resistance on the
-t of one or the other group.

2)  All comrades should be utilized for
C. Y. 1 work on the basis ot their abii
ties and experiences, and not on the bass
of fractional position. There must o
cur no organizational repressions agans
comrades of the minority.

3) The E. C. of the C. Y. I wd
-comes the decision of the Amencan ddfg’
gation, that Comrade Williamson be
member of the Secretariat of the C. C.©
the C. Y. L.

4) The date for the National Conve™
tion must be set in agreement with the
EC C Y L
' E.C.-C. Y.L
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