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The Curse of Property.

nine, saith the Lord, the ‘ever

hills?

they no

lasting

here over the fir-tree tops I glance to. the

valleys. )

rich meads with brown and white cattle,

and streams with weirs and water-mills

tender-growing crops, and hollows of

shining apple-blossom—

(nd the

m my 1 untain, terraces as from a throne

behaiding my lands

they not mine, where I dwell, and for(

my children?

long, you, will you trail your slime over

them, and your talk of

oi property?

rights and

long I! you build houses to hide your

selves in, and your baggage? to shut
yourselves off from your brothers and

and Me?

we! for I am the storm; 1 care nought

for y

sisters

ir rights of property

ghtniig and thunder, in floods and fire,
I will ruin and ravage your fields ;

first-born will L slay within your house,

and | will make your riches a mockery

ools! that know not from day to day, from
hour to hour, if ye shall live,

yet will snatch from each other the

things that I haye showered

you

among

I will have none that will not open his
door to all,

treated him.

treating others as I have

he trees that spread their voughs against
the evening sky, the marble that T have
prepared beforehand these millions of

years in the earth: the cattle that roam
over the myriad hills -they are Mine,
for all my children

hou lay lands on them fo

thou art

thyself alone,
accursed

curse of property shall cling to thee:

1 burdened brow and heavy heart, weary.
inca’ able of joy, without gaiety, :

uu shalt crawl a stranger in the land that

I made for thy enjoyment
smallest bird on thy estate shall sing in
freedom in the branches, the plough-
boy shall whistle in the furrow.

z'|

thou shalt be weary and lonely—forsaken
and ‘an alien among men:

lo) just inasmuch as thou hast shut thyself
off from one of the least of these my
children, thou hast shut thyself off
from’ Me 

:

f the Lord Temes have spoken it—and the
mountains are my throne.
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A Few Words
Now that the Irish Republicans

said

are widely

aeteated, thos«

Free State who are uncomfortably conscious

that the Republicans are in right, but

have not the courage to say so, are beginning

to ask for clemency for them.

The “* Daily

whom the

Herald is t

conscience is pricking, and

1
pical

reputation-sense is becoming uneasy

Lynch, Erskine Childers, Rory ©O’Connor.
Brugher, and the rest, will | mongst

the greatest national heroes in Ireland now
especially if, as many hope, the Republican
cause fades away from the r s of life
and becomes but a mere poetic piration,

towards which all may boast allegiance, with-
out any danger of being called upon to give
earnest in tangible sacrifice or service

Everyone knows that, save m the six north
eastern counties, $99 Irishmen out of 1,000
wanted an independent Ireland, and the
Free State was only a measure

use Mr. Lloyd George and
his colleagues threatened that th

accepted as

of abject r, bee:

continued

for a republic would mean ruthless

war to the point of extermination from the

British Government.

of the

Was the

Immediate acceptances

Free State Treaty, or immediate war,
Downing Street ultimatum Yet

when the Irish negotiators caved in before
this bullying of superior force, th Daily
terald,”” under the editorship of Mr. Georee
Lansbury—O apostle of love and righteous
ness, where wert thou napping?—hailed th
cictated ultimatum as the great gift of frec
dom for-Ireland, and, with hypoc 2a1 trans
ports, proclaimed the cause of Ireland won

When the rebel
against the bogus Free State which had been
foreed on them from Downing Street. the
same gentle Daily Herald’ called for
strong government’’ in Ireland. Now that

the strong Government has done its work.
waging warfare, but

tepublicans began to

refusing the status

war prisoners to the Republicans, extermin

ing them when caught under arms, as though
they were poisonous vermin; now the ‘‘Dailv
Herald,’ under the edit rship of Mr, Hamil-
ton Hyffe, the admirer of Mussolini
“merey.”’

ot

at-

eries

It.is a little late in the day, but the ‘‘Daily
Herald” proxmises that jus as the sinner who
declares a death-bed repentance is assured of
a place in the kingdom of heaven, so shall
the members of the Free
be washed white

as “res

State Government

of all their sins and hailed
lly fine and generous’? men. Let us

quote the “‘Herald’s” own words: we would
not strain a point rainst the Labour Party
organ: let it be judged out of its own mouth
Here is its editorial of April 16th. Note the
title: *‘ A Time for Merey.”’ Hyidently our
highly relicious no-foree-except-that of-the-
Government contemporary is of opinion that
there are times for extending merev and als
times for withholding it:

“A TIME FOR MERCY.
“ Now that the De Valera rebellion has

collapsed so dramatically, now. that it has
lost all of the real brains behind it (Erskine
Childers and Liam Lynch, have ‘been killed,

upholders of the

About Ireland.
Yustin Stack is a prisoner), that there

é Ol real peace in Ireland, this
seems a ht

moment at which

really fine generous action by the Free State

Government mig make that peace lasting

and secure.

With the danger that has threatened ‘¢

rnment can well afford

to show mercy lt can find ample reason
for abandoning its p of pitiless justice

Tha , it m m, has succeeded
In A Stack’s possession was a draft

ndonment of hos

of the insurgent

r a com-

Surely it would

it the Govern-

You have given us a great deal of

have got you down. Now

that you are down, we hold out our hanas
to help you up. We shall torget that you

} 
4 “were zebels; we shall oniy remember that

you are Irishmen, our fellow-ex untrymen,
our brothers. We ask you fo join us ¢

brothers in making the best job possible ou

which
secured Let us put the past

behind us, and, with comradeship in our
hearts, work together
we all love.

gain for the country

Let the Free State Government say
that, and we promise them the result wil!

ireland and the
xe a happy one both for

world.’’

aders should observe that the foreine
of Downing Street constitution upon the
Irish ple, and the extermination of those
who resist that constitution, is described

y the I vy Herald” as ‘‘justice.’’ Ob-
serve, too, that the “‘Daily Herald”’ recom-

mends merey t State on the ground

xereise it It

that the ‘‘Herald’’
oviet Government to

that it is no

was not on

many times

show met

Mi

to the ecounter-revolutionaries.

Lansbury o1 \pril 14th offered a prayer
in the “‘Daily Herald’’ that we may be freed
from murd

tion as it

Refusing to see the Irish situa-
it really is, Mr. Lansbury wrote

I do not feel good enough to try and
apportion blame, or to judge others: all ;
contend cognition of the fact that

the British Government
ughtered Lrishmen, but Irishraen in the

nob only

name of liberty have slaughtered eacn
other my view freedom and liberty
cannot be established in ‘that way.’

feel cood,”’ but
to recognise the truth, that the Free

constitution was only agreed to in fear

British Army and Air Force, and that
it was only when the threat of a
Vvasion :
ree Sta

is needed is not to

British in-

Downing Street that theme trom

Government took arms against the
Republicans in the Four Courts If the
British Government had ne rmitted the Trish
to take a free yote on the Republican question
there would have been no Irish Civil War.
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operative THE TITHE TAX.
lines

ib vel e Capi land.
- ( ( 1 sts. The words were those ot C

parish. ‘lhe parishioners sat and waited

villagers will, for what would ct next

lt came, plainly enough

And LI shall continu

n the charity land as

successo1

We all sat still, without

Some of us felt our

most unbearable

me things

reverend gentleman

land, and

s tithe on s

garde)

thereof r

ernment

Tree eree ree

SOCIAL AND DANCE

it tt

Archer Street (off Rupert Street),

Shaftesbur

WES | ) 17, \Ty

y Avenue.

ets | : lout 1 a man who helped him thre

bi f g street { k ing his da

threshing

our

lipping « the tender

the old man of

himself,

score of

1 job

poun

known Norfolk

meeting Jast elect

heavy burden of taxation borne

The titne

over £100

Evidently, supp

as one of the ten shillings

charges that obtain in soine

£100 on a 200-acre farm!

eon this farm claim that

{ ‘first charge on the

locked i’? because

ildren bre

er, while

and head gamekee}

by the thousand, and

dogs and cats of poor people

We

x another Piper

should pipe the parson’s t

came, and the docks

i ; away to the Weser!

This reminds me that the game a

docks and the thistles disappeared wher

n Britam German prisoners worked here.

mmMunism 
vy

called prosperous

eombines people ot

fe) with the big men on who s

MUSSOLINI OR MILL? .
worker down ~elow

Men nowadays a ired of liberty To come back to the 200-acre farm, wit

ouths who ar 100 tithe lt the Church were disesthe intrepid, ré

the dawn of Ww history r words ished. the £100 tithe could then be add

tion, namely: order, {he wages bill, and would mean a 20 per «

and diseipli ’—Benito Mussolini nerease; the labourers think that too goc

association which must }e possible, so downtrodden are the sor

end to predominat snot {he soil, so safe the profits and privileg:
24 i the tithe-takers, the ‘ first charge upor

thout a voice in the Jand.”’ A. K

management bu > associat fh

abourer themsel ve ) erms of equality
ESSEX HALL

Thursday, April 26th,

under managers elected and removable bv 7.15 p.m.

wning the capital with which

m their operations, and working

thomselves.’’-John Stuart Mill, Principles of | Debate on Third and Fourth Internationals
] Sylvia Pankhurst ¢ enry Sara

Political Economy Sylvia Pankhurst and Henry

employed “he tithe is the first charge upon the

Perhaps one day the tithe may disap)

heavily with their bloated capital on

THE

SEVEN THAT WERE HANGED.

(By Leonid Andreyev, a famous

sussian Author.)

IX.

THE HORRIBLE SOLITUDE,

me rool, and t the same

f the indifferent hours

and from Mu

the whole universe, the

was finishing his

shirt adhering t

curly hair now falling

went vack and

and nentabie

y wit the

Tor a moment, and

again; then he r

the wall, stopped, and

arch of aremedy. He

one might think that

lifferent faces, one of whicl

gone nobody knows where,

second, a terrible face

nim,

exclu-

On the fatal

was marching to certain

but that even

been carried

terror

ly forward to

is long as he had

own hai ds, hy wever ter

he had appeared tranquil

the small amount of shame

ar that he had lt having

consciousness « infinite

irm and audacious affirmation

leaving no trace behind

chine strapped

rmed himse

ts flashing

mong

af ocecuple 1 1 r affairs

r the ramears and the

him as if he came from

inknown world, where there

as death or fear

ring change had

1 went where he

{ was where others

». He ni ger che his

laced him in a stone cage and

as if he were a thing. He

r choose between life ana

him to death, certainly and

had been ror a moment

will, of life, and of force,

ntable specimen of impo

thing but an animal des-

Whatever he might

listen; fi he started t

ild stuff a rag in his mouth;

walk, they would take

him. If he resistea,

lay down on the ground

han ne; they would

they would tie him And his

) the men charged with

like himself, the new,

v, terrifying aspect of un

autome whom nothing in the

ould stop, and who seized a man,

(powered him, hanged him, pulled him by

cut the rope, put the body in a

i f away, and buried it.

first day of his imprisonment

life had transformed themselves

an unspeakably frightful world

with mechanical dolls Almost mad

fear, he tried to fancy to himself that

people had tongues and spoke, but he

not sueeeed Their mouths opened,

mething like a sound came from them;
‘en they separated with movements of their

gs, and all was over. He was in the situa-
tion of a man who, left alone in a house at

animate

ss imc r him wan unlimited

suddenly e wa pt the chair,

p 1er.ic

triking

it h

corr

ed him

handing hit

visit

listress

ous principles upx

suddenly

to approach

him and complais

lenly he felt himself ridicu

bare his breast

even to his

of all th

nothing of

it in his

with preeau

unfathomabl

nim completely

covers the plants

rising, he had

to fall upon

was seized with shame before

with hands clasped upon

murmured in a low voice

afflicted!

And he repeated with anxiety, in a tone oft

afflicted, descend into me,

moved softly. It seemed fo

owful and gentle foree hovered

and then yanished, without

shades of the agony. In

hour struek. The soldier

yawned long and repeatedly

You are silent

asily WKashirin!

and waited

tormenting

saw the

the

th ;

lead, in

hands

recoiled slow!

ust as in child

punishment

He osed his

prepare himsel

THE CASE OF
rmment and

p lbs it

Che

ippears cer

evidently made

We ré

at

nplonship

1gworn super

There

ns On

abou

t prince)

from the prc

property

are d up

y held

on imposed

it has fore:

do not rebe

ments to-day

x clique in

weakened,

Government, and

uses 1ts

m also

hour of revolutionary turmoil

rnment shot obscure men for

ernational protests were raised

ts based on private property

a class soci exist by force: they use just
as much foree as they consider necessary to
their safety and prestige f
When the Soviet Government acts like

other Governments, there should be no com
plaint from those who have striven to prevent
Soviet Russia moving onward out ofY 2 

class

society into Communism in which there will
be no Government based on force, because
there will be noere private-propertiy and

privileged-class system to maintain

sateig tet
eae
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THE SETTLEMENT of the building trade

dispute ettlement 1t turns

The Building to be), by bringing in the

vispute: Lot hief ice to appoint

Calling in the an arbitrator, is a method that

Lord Chief te the reverse of satis

Justice. factory in opinion. Lhe

ement Wa arrived at

Ramsaythrough the intervention of Mr.

\lacdonald, and was evidently resorted to

him when the Labour Party attempt to secure

the intervention of the Government, either

through the Law Officers of the Crown or

other , had proved unsuccessful. Labour

Messrs. Webb and Mac

ll Government in

ists > school

donald apparently regard

terference in trade disputes a step towards

the Government contro] of industry

bureaucratic State Capitalism which they «
OurSocialism, and at which they aimir

aim jis not their but even it

should reg interfere f the

a Capitalist Government ¢ something

esisted wherever possibl The workers

{ better tern through the

medium of Government intervention than

they could win by their own efforts Appeals

by the Labour Part for Government inter

vention rades disputes play into the hands

of those who would make striking illegal

The Government is only t ready to imter

vene when the employers are faced with 2

really critical industrial situation, and ‘ts in

tervention is always prejudicial to any sub

stantial victory of the worke1 Po popularise

the view that it is a good thing for the Gov

ernment to intervene and r the workers t«

abide by Government art ition is the very

worst tactics. that the Italian

metal workers were sold.
* * *

THE ‘* REUTER REPORT that M. Stam-

bulinsky, the Bulgarian Pr¢

Compulsory m is passing a Bill to

Communism force Communists to practice

in Communism, is a very curious

Bulgaria. one. The proposal, according

to ‘‘ Reuter,’’ is that in any

ten Com

the Com-

village where there are more thar

munists, the land and property o

ment and formed into a commune, in which

the village Communists will be forced to live

pnd obliged to do an equal share of work in

their community. Such compulsory Com

munism by small groups amid a surrounding

Capita n must im any event be accom-

panied by many drawbacks which would not

obtain under a general and free Communism

Moreover, we fear that, as the regimen will]

oe enforced by those who are not Com-

munists, there will be little genuine Com-

munism about the compulsory communes,

and that they will be really penal colonies

We anxiously await further particulars.

THE BUDGET is what might be expected

from a Tory Government: 6d

The Budget. off the income tax, corzwra

tions profit tax reduced from

1/- to 6d., a penny a pint off

beer, because, as the secretary of the National

Union of Manufacturers said: ‘‘ We shal)

never get a contented England until the price

of beer and tobacco is reduced.’’ Taxation on

cider aud sweetened mineral waters 1s re-

duced, that either those who make proiit

out of tiem, nor the emperance Party, shall

Say that intoxicants are more greatly

favoured. ‘The taxation of food is not re

duced: indeed, we are likely soon to see

an increased import duty on food coming Trom

outside the Iimpire, and the farmers are

working hard either to secure bounties or

taxes on all food grown outside the country.

It is important to observe that the total

estimated expenditure of the Government for

1923-4 is to be £816,146,000, and that of this

‘tul no Jess than £350,000,000 is to be

n National Debt services. On March

the National Debt stood at

8,506,C00; of this vast sum, only

),652,000

usurers at home have here a tremendous
was external debt. The

means of draining the substance of the people

of the country.

* * *

LIBUT.-COLONEL GUEST'S

iat recruiting would be at 4

admission

Relying on standstill were the boys under

the Youth. 21 debarred from recruiting

is not encouraging to the

lt reves the fact that this

[empire is only maintained by th

inexperience of young lads who

are out of work, and the

om would not pe driven to en

tment even py unemployment, had they;

‘cached maturity, with its deterrent fore-

ight and knowledge.

If you are a churchgoer, read: ‘‘ The Tithe

Tax,’’ on page 2.

recent editorial in the *’Aeroplane

vs the sort of thing for which the un

fortunate recruits are required:

** We cannot afford to let him [the Arab]

cng up fuss, because we must

n Arabia if we are to build and

( oil-pipe | from Basra tc

Jaffa the Air Foree and the Navy

will have to depend very largely and pos-

sibly altogether on Persian oil in the coming

Race War, and that oil supply must |

assured with absolute certainty Conse-

quently, we cannot allow Kurdish and Arab

tribes in the Mosul district to harbour

Turkish and Bolshevik agitators who are

endeavouring to stir up these tribes to inter

tere with our territory Unfortunately

we are to-day more than ever a nation ot

shopkeepers, and therefore oil is probably ot

greater importance than honour.”’

Very significant was the rejection by the

Government and the House of Commons of

an amendment to the Army and Air Force

Bill permitting recruits to obtain exemption

on enlistment from service against their home

population in case of trade disputes or other

A soldier is permitted no

conscientious objection to fighting his brother
* * *

OF THE LAW is being 1n-

voked against the Norfolk

The Arm of farm strikers who are endea-

the Law in vouring to prevent the use of

Norfolk. strike breakers Labourers

are being arrested and fined

for ‘‘ intimidating ’’ and for “‘ hindering

the blacklegs, and the great Labour Party

and Trade Union movement remains acquies-

cent, as though nothing of importance were

going forward
* * *

THE N.U.R. REFUSED to diseuss with the

, employers any question of re-

ducing wages. Mr. J. H

Thomas, however, has _ re-

buked his colleagues, telling

them that to refuse negotiation is to negate

the principle of collective bargaining. To

bargain with nothing to offer is, of course,

impossible: Mr. Thomas well knows that to

begin bargaining about a reduction of wages

with his ‘‘ close friends,’’ the railway direc-

tors, is to give at least something away.

Anticipate, therefore, a fall in railway wages.

sac disturbance

THE POW

sargaining

for Defeat.

THE GOVERNMENT HOUSING BILL pro.

yoses to grant £6 per annumI o

he Housing per house for twenty years 1

Bill. respect of houses built by

local authorities, provided

these are two-storied houses with a minimui

of 620 and a maximum of 850 superficial fec

or one-storied houses with a minimum of 55)

and a maximum of 780 superficial feet.

Uhese houses are too small: the Bill puts

premium on the puilding of poky little dwe

s not fit to live in.

Che | also offers Government ants of

one-half Joss incurred by local authoriti

in Yr Sin Slum-ciearing scheme

approved by the Ministry of Health.

{he Bill also empowers local authorities

with the approval of the Ministry, to assi

private persons or building societies to build

dwellings as specified above; by makin;

y remitting or repaying

period; or by paying interest

s from building societies, or repayi

the loans.

that during fivThe condition is made clear

ears from the payment of the grant t
J
house shall t be used except as a separ,

dwelling hou and there shall be no addit

or enlargement the

to build his house will not be permitted

A man who is hely

extend it as his family grows!

Power is also given to the Ministry to ma

to private companies or to building societ

the same grants it would make to a loc

authority.

All this is very odd. Mr. Brown propo

build a little houss The Jocal author

es contril yt pe

puilding hou

Brown in

may do the same thir

may build thousands of houses, and

hem out of Mr. B:

, directly or indirect!

Government

win’s budge

we all must pay r share. When Brown :

have built the houses with our assistan

can charge what ren please,

the Bill contains no rent-limitation el

does not sat you, fellow-worker

course not; but why do you leave

management of r affairs { hands

the employing el

SEND 6/6
For 6/6 a year, 3/3 a half-year, or 4

quarter, the *‘

to you weekly,

Is the ‘‘ Dreadnought ’’ on sale at all the

meetings you attend? If not, take a quire

or two with you.

Send us news of your district.

Dreadnought ’’ will be posted

BUS BUSRUEROPNEKOORe Se

COMMUNIST

WORKERS’ MOVEMEN

INDOOR MEETINGS.

Sunday, April 22nd.—Minerva Cafe, 14

High Holborn, 4 p.m., N. Smyth will oy

a discussion on *’ Communism.”’

Thursday, April 26th.—Hssex Small H

7.15 p.m., Debate on the Third and Fou

Internationals. Sylvia Pankhurst and Her

Sara. Admission 6d.

Sunday, April 29th.—South London Soc

ist Club, 181 Newington Causeway, S$ |

7.30 p.m., Sylvia Pankhurst.

OUTDOOR MEETINGS.

Sunday, April 22nd.—Prince of Wal

Harrow Road, 7 p.m., A. Jarvis, J. Welsh

Beresford Square, Woolwich, 7 p.n

J. Bellamy, L. Goldstein.

Sunday, April 22nd.—Peckham

p-m., Sylvia Pankhurst and others.

DANCES.

Cirele Gaulois, 12 Archer Street, Shaft

bury Avenue, (at the back of the Ly

Theatre). Select West End Jazz Ba
Single tickets, 1/6; double, 2/6. Refre

ments at popular prices.

Saturday, April 24st.—7.30-11 p-m.
Saturday, April 28th.—7.30-11 p.m.

TO THE DISCONTENTED

WORKER. ,
You complain of the Trade Union officials,

and you cheer to the echo advice to ‘* watch

your leaders.”’

” You join the ** Red International of Labour

Unions *’ and pass resolutions to *‘ make the

leaders fight! ”’

You endeavour to secure official positions in

the Unions for members of the “ R.I.L.U.’

who used to denounce the present leaders.

Meanwhile you are growing careful to avoid

such denunciation in future, because you

vant to get your party affiliated to the Labour

Party.

In your peaceful permeation of the Unions ;

n your attempt to push members of your

Party into the official positions, you are fol-

lowing in the footsteps of the early Socialists

who put Red Flaggers into office, and saw

them gradually transformed into the Social

Patriots you denounce to-day. Jiven some ot

you have had that experience; you, too, have

veen disappointed in your chosen candidates

when they happened to get into office.

From time to time you make unofficial

reform committees, or workers’ solidarity

leag and draw up programmes you hope

may be adopted by the Union conferences to

cut down official salaries and secure more

control over the officials, and perhaps to do

the same with Labour Parliamentary and local

(Government representatives. ;
You complain of the Trade Union structure.

You say you want one Union for each indus-

try, or one Union for all industries. Some of

“ general staff for Labour.

You jubilated when the Trade Union Congress

Parliamentary Committee became the General

Council. You demanded that it should have

more power to dictate the policy of the

Unions The reactionaries on the General

you advocated a

Couneil, by their reactionary tactics in some

will presently cause you to regret

the existence of the general staff.

Some of you demand one card for all

Unions.

Comrades, you are like the Reformists who

will accept any expedient which will keep the

Capitalist system going and stave off the

coming of Socialism,

You say you want an organisation that will

cover each industry and all industries. Why

then do you not work for that? Why do you

work for any and every thing save that? .
You complain of the Trade Union officials

Apparently some of you believe that the Trade

Union movement has appointed as its officials

only exceptionally bad and faithless men and

women? Evidently that is what you think,

since your only solution is to replace the
present officials by others.

Some of you think that by reducing the

salaries of men like Messrs. J. H. Thomas,

J. R. Clynes, and Frank Hodges, and by

passing a few resolutions to guide them, you
will make them better servants to the ranx
and file, and more able to resist the insidious

blandishments of the employing class.

ig strike,

You should probe more deeply into the

matter, comrades. You are taking too super-

ficial a view of 10, or you would not dream

that you can uproot the evils you complain

ot so easily as that.

You are dissatisfied with the Union officiais

with al] Union officials. Is it not time you
ceased to blame particular individuals, and
decided to abolish the institution itself?

A workshop council organisation requires

no paid officials. A workshop council
organisation governs itself: it is not ruled py
officials in an office far away. :

\ workshop council organisation can extend
throughout the industry and to all industries.
Some of you hesitate to set to work

to form such an organisation, because you
want to do something you think may be
easier. All your fellow-workers are discon-
tented with the Union officials, but they are
discontented for a variety of reasons, some of
them merely tugitive and personal; some even
reactionary. Your fellow-workers are not all
converted to the idea of an All-Workers’ Inter-
Industrial Organisation of Job Councils.

To save the trouble of converting your

fellows, some of you think the easiest thing

to do would be to get all the discontented ones

together into an organisation simply to eriti-

cise the Unions and their officials.

If you create an organisation of people who

are discontented for all sorts of opposite

reasons ; an organisation of people who do not

agree on a common aim, you will achieve

nothing. Wither the organisation will adopt

a non-committal attitude and remain inactive,

cr the membership will drift away or become

but a name. The few who are active and

have a concrete policy will then be left to

carry on. In effect, they will be the organise

tion. If the active few with a policy modify

end distort that policy, in order to bring into

their organisation persons who do not agree

wth that policy, they are simply stultifying

their own usefulness, and playing the part of

deserters towards their ideals.

Some of you propose to follow the already

tried plan of acting as a ginger group inside

the Trade Unions. That was very energetic-

ally tried in South Wales by the unofficial

Reform Committee. One of its main methods

is that of regular attendance at branch meet-

ings, to vote resolutions, of which the majority

of the members, too apathetic to attend meet-

ings, knows little and cares less, till it finds

itself committed to action towards which ‘t

is sometimes hostile. Events have shown

that the South Wales unofficial reform move-

ment could not control the Miners’ Federa

tion: it could only influence those members

of the Federation whom it had converted io

its views.

If, instead of working through the branches

of the M.f.G.B., it had formed a network of

groups in various pits, each group composed

ot workers prepared to act in conformity with

the policy of the movement, the unofficial

reform movement would have known preciselv

what its strength was, where it lay, and what

it could do. Moreover, it would. still exi
instead of having disappeared.

It is time that the awakened rank and file,

wav claim that the root of the matter is in

them, should take courage to form their own

organisation of action, instead of merely a

grumbling organisation to criticise the Trade

Unons.

Every group of workers who form a job

council shoula do so with the determination

to equip themselves to be able to manage that

workshop capably, consciously, independently

Some day they will aim at improving it,

transforming it, superseding it. The group

should not aim at being a mere _ tool,

to be ordered about by a directing intelligence

from above, nor should it give all direction

and responsibility to one of its number, its

members cither remaining apathetic or follow

ing a plan conceived by others. The group

should be a group of co-operators, co-operating

with other groups for common ends, and aid-

ing those other groups to come to common

decisions where joint action is necessary,

each group being responsible for its own par-

ticular activities. Only thus can a fertile

initiative be obtained.

The organsation of the Trade Unons is not

of this character: it is on the Parliamentary

model. The members of the Trade Unions

resign all their authority, all their rights and

liberties, as far as the Union is concerned,

to the Union officials. This is an essential

feature of Trade Unionism: it still remains

even where, as im the railway and mining

industries in this country, the Union ap-

proaches the stage of taking in all the workers

in the industry.

The Parliamentary form of the Trade

Unions, which removes the work of the

Unions from the members to the officials,

inevitably creates an apathetic and unen-

lightened membership which, for good or ill,

is a mere prey to the manipulation of the

officials. This tendency is intensified by the

fact that the Unions not only aim at protect-

ing the workers’ interests, as opposed to those

of the employer, but are also friendly benefit

societies.

Workers who are indifferent to the ideal of

solidarity join the Unions for the friendly

benefits, and because the Unions are strong

enough now to make membership of their

organisation largely compulsory. ‘The Union

gives to the indifferent members little train

ing in solidarity, less in the management of

the Union, none in the management of the

industry itself. The unawakened worker, in

the main, remains unawakened by member

ship of the Union.

The apathy of tl

official’s lack of faith in the capacity of

membership, and, even apart from

causes, is a source of the cyn

for the rank and file which so many

display.

When the

Russié industrial worker vere poor!

organised ; yet it was their workshop councils

membership produces t

olution came to them, the

of mushroom growth which seized the worl
shops and carried on the industries; without

them there could have been tion

They were little prepared tor tl work of

administering pr duetion it repared to
administer distribution f

man, profiteering out of

moil, remained. The unpreparedness of thx

the searcity and tur

workers’ councils for their task sapped the

vitality of the revolution, and caused the

people to suffer a multitude of unnecessary

ills in addition to the hardships which were

inevitable

Gradually the officials of the Trade Union

built on the Parl amentary in, superseded

the workshop councils l St also came

in with its experts, who were often the em

ployers which the workshop councils had

banished, in the time of crisis

Later the workers’ councils were ousted

ostensibly to increase production by mear

first of management by superior committec

from outside, then by single experts appointed

from above. Production, however, failed

increase

Then followed the new economic policy

return to Capitalism, the decay of the ré

tion, the flight of freedom, the denial of

Communism.

The work 2an only free themselves

oppression when they learn independence of

their oppressors ;

E. SYLVIA PANKHURST

from

EDWARD CARPENTER.

Mr. Edward Carpenter wa

Hall last Wednesday,

atmoshpere of hills anc

ringing

meadows Obviously desir

back to nature, he is ill at «

form He condemned the

present-day civilisation The sole busine

of millions upon millions of people through

out urope was to keep accounts against each

other. Theirs was the most petty and idiotic

life that could possibly be imagined Under

the surface was a much more impo

that was gradually coming to the

far greater life, moving us to important ends

and aims. It might be said that if one wer

to follow his ideal of life, one would

he losing plane in material things. It

be so, but one would. gain in soul

Mr. Carpenter read from h

wards Demoeracy,”’ ‘* Have F “Amon

the Ferns, After Civili on Artemi-

doras, Farewell “The Curse of Property

and “* Little Brook Without a Name

The Colenso Trio played Beethoyen music

which inspired Edward Carpenter in writing

the poems he read

Was it not an injustice to com the phrase

100 per cent

them

50 to

when so many of

haye to | € ie a net profit of

75 per cent.

Why did the Soviet Government recently

make an agreement with the Vatican weleom

ing back the Jesuits who had been expelled

from Russia several generations before?
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DANGEROUS SUGGESTIONS.

ASKING THE LAW OFFICERS TO

INTERVENE,

Several Labour Party Members made the

unwise demand that the Law Officers of the

Crown should intervene to interpret the build-

ing trade The Government re

fused to agree The demand

judged Che Law Officers will, on the whole,

be always a st allow

reement

was most ul

the workers, and to

them to g of contracts

between employers and employed is to sub
interpret the meanin

sion by the advocates 9!

, Macdonald

the lock-

out taking All

proposals create precedents which are certain

ainst the workers when they

consider it to their ‘The

Emergency Powers Act was passed to enable

the Government to make striking illegal and
the

mit the (

the employers.

Government

effect for seven days.

Ramsay

asked the to prevent

such

to be used ag

advantage to strike.

Government has

strikes of

punishable, but so far

such action in

eritieal importance If the

the I Officers are to be

Labour Parliamentarians to step in wherever

a dispute occurs, the workers will shortly be

ogether deprived of the strike weapon.

THE RUHR.

Lloyd-Greame (U.), President of the

Board of ‘rade, repudiated the suggestion

that the Irifish Government should make

things difficult ior the French in the Ruhr

ernment, he said, had made

tantamount to asking

say had no right in the

they should exercise none otf

only contemplated

Government and

encouraged by

Sir 2

The German Gc

a suggestion which was

the I'rench

Ruhr, and that

their functiors e

they

nor make any change

British Government was

in umpossible proposal.

the British Government

which af first

mild regret and

become exceedingly

Ruhr occupation

me of dis-

to hay

SOLDIERS’ PUNISHMENTS.

Army and Air Bill amend-

abolish field punishment

death

casting away

to permit the deatn

nee fo be suspended for six months, and

to give the soldier sentenced to death the

right of appeal to the Central Uriminal Court

All these amendments were by the

Government ected Lieut.-Colone!

presenting the Government,

that a man could allowed to ex-

change helt and danger to life in the

trenches for the safety of a prison, and that

{he capital penalty is a safeguard to the Army

TO FIRE ON FELLOW-WORKERS.

Mr. Lansbury moved a clause giving or

On the l’oree

ments er moved t

No. 2, to abolish

Ariny rdict

face of the enemy, ete

the sentence sn the

for cow: arms in

sent

resisted

and rt

Guinne Jean

said not be

‘uib upon enlistment the right to refuse to

ass the civil authorities in dealing with 4

trade Lieut.-Colonel said

could not accept the amend

work in question “‘ must, in the

community, be carried out.

ected by 197 votes to 101

TO STOP ENLISTMENT UNDER 21.

Mr. Mo

ment to

dispute Guinness

the Government

ment, as

interests of the

"he clause was r

gan Jones (Lab.) moved an amend-

prevent the enlistment of

under 21 years.

Iuieut.-Colonel wuinness said the Govern-

ment could not accept the amendment, as it

would bring recruiting to a standstill, since

of the recruits have reached the age ot

years. When men reach maturity

are too wise to jom the Army, it seems

Mr. Jack Jones (Lab.) opposed the amend-

ment moved by his colleague. The amend-

ment was defeated by 222 votes to 90.

recrults

few
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THE “ONE BIG UNION BULLETIN”

(Canada’s Foremost Labour Paper).

The One Big Union seeks to organise the workers

en class lines Yead about it.

Eugene Sue’s maryellous story: ‘The Mysteries of

the People or “History of a Proletarian Family

\ees,” now running in serial form. r

10/- per year
Plebs Buildine

Canada,

\erocs the

six months.

Adelaide Street, Winnipeg,

The £500
The £500 is now completed, but it has taken a year and a quarter to collect it.

is too slow.

Fund.
That

(1) Let us start a £1,000 Fund, to ve collected by the end of the ““Dreadnought’s”

tenth March 22nd, 1924.

(2)

year,

Let us obtain 200 guarantors of 1/- a week each.

(3) Let us double the number of our postal subscrivers, «nd also our sales through

newsagents and at meetings.

If we accomplish those three tasks the position of the “ Dreadnought

nda will oe greatly increased, and we shall be able to give youassured, its prc

will be firmly

bigger and more attractive paper than at present, which, besides presenting our views as

no other paper does, will be able to challenge comparison with any other weekly in every

respect

We have

Send

Do not for

£1 8s. 94d. over from the

alo

¢ £500 Fund with which to start

your contributions to give the £1,0C0 Fund a good send-off this week.

5 also that we live and work through our readers: get us

the £1,000 Fund.

more of them!

ln ms

The Workers’ Opposition

in Russia.

ALEXANDRA KOLLONTAY.

IUST OUT.
Our New Publication.

Crown 8yo., 64 pages.

Alexandra Kollontay was the

first People’s Commissary for

Social Welfare in Soviet Russia.

. In this book she exposes the

#98 struggle, which even now is still

going on in Russia, for workers’

management of industry and for

Communism.

Price 6d. Post free 8d.
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THE WORKERS’ STORES.

betes ed

n

SS

Save middlemen’s profits and assist the Movement.

The Workers’ St in direct touch with

the producers. For further particulars, write or call

at the ‘“‘Workers’ Dreadnought” Office, 152 Fleet

Street.—S. Cahill, Workers’ Stores secretary.

res puts you

We can supply you with any

you from

us all

news desire, ew or

British

particulars you

per second-hand,

Colonial, or foreign publishers. Give

have, and send a deposit.

By buying books from us, trade discount is trans-

ferred to propagan’ for this reason, send your

order dire. t to us, and not through other publishers

or socictics.

At our office you may consult publishers’ catalogues

and place your order for any book not in stock.

the

cover

must add, on

shilling, to

order by post,

penny for

If you

average, one

you

eyery

postage.

We charge the postage

London only, and fix the price at current rate of

Purchasers will saye themselves trouble
by opening an account of 10/- or 20/- with us, in

to avoid the repeated sending of small postal

which means paying useless poundage to the

Government

We stock a

history, economics,

and poetry.

Send for

of charge.

When in doubt, write to us for advice.

THE “ WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT ”

BOOKSHOP, 152 FLEET STREET.

(Entrance, Iirst Door on Left in Bolt Court
Fleet Street.)

of foreign books, from

exchanze.

variety of books and pamphlets on

science, education, essays, novels,

which is freeour Catalogue, supplied

from

D. Chadwick:

Social Life in the Days of Piers

Plowman

Defoe: (
Journal of the Plague Year ..

Robinson Crusoe

F. E. Green:

The Tyranny of the Countryside

3/- and

James Connolly:

Labour in Ireland 4/6

Send for the Catalogue of the ‘‘Dreadnought”’

Publishers and Bookshop. Tt will be supplied free

on application to 152 Fleet Street, 1.C.4.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Dear Comrade ,—

Statements in the ‘‘Workers’ Dreadnought’

have caused a lot of talk in the workshop

among readers of the paper. In the March

3rd issue, an article, ‘‘ Has the Race Lived

in Vain? ’’ by John Croll, stated that Christ

was released before death, and took refuge

among the Trade Unions and lived to the age

of fifty.

Would the writer state

information?

In the March 81st issue, in “* Parliament

as we see it,’’ it is said that T. Johnson

seconded the motion of Philip Snowden, and

made a number of apt quotations. One of

them has upset friends and comrades. They

think it must be a mistake. It seems im

possible.

It is the quotation from Lord Leyerhulme:

it says that we could provide for all, the wants

of each in food, shelter and clothing, by one

hour’s work per week. :
Please answer in the

whether it was in a book, paper, or speech

that Lord Leverhulme made such a_ state-

ment. One hour per week! It is enough to

make us ery it from the housetops!

I notice in the pamphlet containing Snow-

den’s speech, T. Johnston’s part is left out

What a pity! What a loss of information!

One hour per week. Why, it is enough to

cause a revolution!

In Jack London’s Revolution, he states two

or three hours’ work per day would be neces-

sary! Anyhow, let us have more of it, com-

I am glad to see the paper, which is

got thewhere he

“* Dreadnought

rade.

known to us as “‘ The Fighter,’’ still alive.

Yours fraternally,

Glasgow. A. B. H.

[The statement made py John Croll is to ve

found in Osborne Ward’s book, ‘‘ The Ancient

Lowly.”’ Lord lLeverhulme’s statement

occurs in his preface to Professor Spooner’s

book, ‘‘ Wealth From Waste.’’]
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PRINTING AND PUBLISHING undertaken by the
““Workers’ Dreadnought.” ‘lo help the paper, send

to 152 Fleet Street for your printing.
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COMMUNIST WORKERS’ MOVEMENT.

Central London Group mects Thursdays, 152 Fleet

Street, 8 p.m. For Group business, 9 to 10 p.m.

“ DREADNOUGHT ” £500 FUND.

Brought forward: £492 17s. 3d.

A. St. John, 2/-; J. E. Matthews, 5/- (1/-

weekly) ; S. Cahill, Sales, 1/6; E. Wright,

4/- (1/- weekly) ; Irene Smith, 1/- (weekly) ;

J. J. Humphrey, 2/-; G. Chappelow, 10/-

(1/- weekly) ; E. Coleman, 3/- (1/- weekly) ;

M. Watkins, 2/6 (weekly); W. J. and M.

Paul, 1/- (weekly); G. B. B., 6/-; H: L.,

6d.; H. B., 6d.; Minerva Cafe Collection.

10d. ; further profits on Dance, 14/6; profits

on Re-union, £5 17s. 24d. Total for week,

£8 11s. 64d. Total, £501 8s. 94d.

Published by E. Sylvia Pankhurst at Fleet Street.

London, E.C.4, and printed by Corio (T.U.)

at 10 Wine Office Court, Fleet Street, London.


