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A German Worker’s View of the Counter Revolution. 
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less [Extracts from an Esperanto letter dated March 28rd, 1920, by a German mechanic living in Altona, near Hamburg, translated by Mark Starr.) a 
uld : 8 
eld. The counter - revolution of March 18th did not a general strike to save the Republic. The the German Communists as they did those of ae | 
** surprise the revolutionary German workers. For workers were waiting for that hour. They had Hungary. a 
ed. a long time, step after step, the reactionaries known that it would come and require their [What has happened since the above was 4 

| at under the protection of the Social Democratic strength. The general strike was everywhere a written is an all too terrible confirmation of Ri 
ton Government prepared their movement. The great success. Kapp and Luttwits were wholly those fears. Allied capitalism has once more 5 
9 former Imperial officers, to whom Noske had unable to oppose that movement. All the rail- conquered, for the time being, the German a 
‘aan entrusted our young republic, influenced the ways, trams, mines, factories, generating Workers Revolution.] 4 
ses, soldiers against the Revolution and with bated ener x oa ad mer The * — ha 
| to breath against Bolshevism. Right well they had wed to world its | i 15 
* succeeded in frightening our bourgeoisie. One A Ship lee- Bound in the Kara Sea. 

of A ship ice-bound in the Kara Sea 
lich With eighty souls on board, 

fair, Asked Lenin’s aid to set her free, 
miy And hew the frozen ford. 
into | 
mp began to fear this dictatorship. It feared to The Russians sent a rescue ship 
ith. lose the ministerial posts. Immediately it That ploughed the frozen waste, 
ilu- directed the disarming ot the workers and gave But pirates met her on the trip, 
* back the power to the reactionary officers. But And brought her back in haste. 
The the workers 888 willingly . away a Red Russia asked the British lords 
10/ weapons. } every w beste 
and fought and yet are for their ideal, the r eee 
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5 To-day's Situation. * 
46 1 cannon, etc., are in $8 
3 - Oh SORE eh, rests with the Workers 

was able to read in the capitalist papers that they wait for other digtrict 
1 the Revolution was the cause of our present troops they have drive 
23 misery and that the Independents had caused he 
9d. the defeat of the German armies. One read tured them. The capit 

that the German Bolsheviks’’ (the Independ- English army to ocetipy 
1/6 ents and the Communists) imitating the Russian ee it from Bols 
23 system, would increase the prevailing misery is what the > ; 

and terrorise the peaceful middle-class. By invasion by French, | 
9d these means they prepared, or at least attempted of the about- to- be- founded German Soviet Re- 

to prepare, public opinion. The failure of the public. . 
16 sham Socialist Government and the brutality [Then follows an enumeration of the German 
23 of Noske towards every progressive and his workers’ demands, 
9d. servility to the reactionary officers made the reactionaries and 

tid. greatest portion of the working-class hate the 
23 Majority-Socialist-Capitalist Government. 

: This situation the reactionaries thought to use 
9d. for the Counter-Revolution. By the help of 

Noske and others, the whole proletariat had 

realisation of Socialisma, which alone is able to 
save the international working-class from 

— . 

To cut the good ship’s captive cords, 
That both ships t be free. 

An entombed ship in the Kara Ses 
With eighty souls on board, 

erste Britain’s Se 

3 been disarmed, for they feared revolution more 5 
than reaction. With good hopes the reaction- ¢ 

$/- aries started their plan. In the night of March in Berlin. They dane solve the problem with- 
12th-18th, the loyal“ troops from the camp out the agreement of the working-class. 

25 of Doberits marched on Berlin. The Berlin we must expect sharp blows. The 

6/6 troops refused to fight, the Counter-revolution- will agree to none of our demands. The again 
Sd. ary troops marched into Berlin without a battle, us. They will 
28 and the previous despicable Government could 
74. do nothing but repeat the running away of Wil- working-classes of 
$d. helm II., leaving their posts to Kapp and Co. not stab us in the 

The “beloved”? troops and the | we know 
19 officers, who had so faithfully guarded the foreign ones. 

ernment of Bauer and Noske against the reval going to do? 
— tionary workers, now had turned their weap) apathetic and ‘ok weeieel 

„ine against their friends. t questions and possi- | unemployment, no rent. Food and} Nui 

b fh In the hour of danger these former Socialists frighten up not e little, but they give will be free. All will live et an equal econa 
22 remembered the working-class, and called for to the capiteliat they may crash - level, 
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Continued. 

The War broke out. From the first day 

Comrade Luxemburg began propaganda against 

it. She reckoned upon succeeding in uniting 

a chosen circlé of German comrades to the com- 

mon task. It appeared to her that the first thing 

necessary was a manifesto, to be signed by per- 

sonalities popular with the workers, though few 

in number. Tyszka decided at once that nothing 

would come of this. Nevertheless, we went on 

to make the attempt with Rosa. But her in- 

vitation called together in her house. for the 

discussion of this question only seven people all 

told, of whom only. two. were prominent party 

members, Mehring and Lentsch. The last pro- 

mised at first to sign, but afterwards made ex- 

cuses... The manifesto would only have been 

signed by Luxemburg, Zetkin and Mehring, 

which, of course, was unthinkable, and the plan 

had to be given up. A reader not initiated in 
German affairs would perhaps ask: And Lieb- 

Knecht? Unfortunately, Liebknecht was still 

then hesitant,-and only some months later re- 

solved to take up the fight against the War. 

They saw themselves compelled to decide on 

a secret activity. Only very few were prepared 

for this. The circle which devoted themselves 

to this work consisted of Comrades Luxemburg, 

Tyszka, Mehring, the married couple, Duncker, 

Ernst Meyer, Wilhelm Pick, Eberlein, Lange 

and myself—these were, I think, all. On the 
technical“ side, Mathilde Jakob and Comrade 

Jeserskaja helped us. The situation was not very 

promising ; we had at our disposal neither money 

nor party apparatus, and, moreover, the German 

comrades did not possess the slightest habit of 

conspiracy. Still, the thing went forward. 

Tyszka and Meyer undertook to look after the 

printing side. Pick, Eberlein and Lange gave 

us the possibility, through their connections, of 

distributing literature, but soon it was Tyszka, 
in the main, who had to accomplish the first and 
second task. In this way we were able to pub- 

Jish a number of leaflets against the War. Be- 
sides, we determined on the publication of a 
legal journal, Die Internationale, but it was at 

once süppr after the first number. In 
February, 1915, the sentence against Rosa Lux- 
emburg was confirmed in the highest Court, and 
she was put in prison for a year. But she man- 
aged, principally through her active and bound- 
lessly devoted friend, Mathilde Jakob, to write 
leaflets, and a pamphlet under the name of The 
Crisis of Social Democracy, and to get them to 
‘us. 

She insisted on the pamphlet being published 
under her name, but we knew that in that case 
the House of Correction threatened, and we pro- 
tected her from this. The pamphlet was signed 
with the pseudonym Junius. 

The time passed, and Rosa appeared again 
among us. Now, too, Liebknecht was with us, 

soon, in June, 1916, Rosa Luxemburg was again 
„for administrative reasons put into custody. 
I, too, then sat in a concentration camp, but 
I know that Rosa Luxemburg at this time also 
wrote articles for leaflets, which under 
the title of Spartacus Letters, and I know, fur- 
ther, that the printing and the distribution of 
these leaflets during that time were, chiefly 
through the indefatigable energy of Jogiches, ex- 
sellently organised. In virtue of his extra- 
ordinary knack in conspiracy, the German 
authorities could not succeed in arresting him, 
and this in spite of the: fact that his activity 
extended over pretty wide circles, and he had 
to visit numerous meetings, owing to the arrest 
or absence at the front of nearly all the exper- 
ienced members of the Spartacus group. The 
police thus well knew that a mysterious 
foreigner stood at the head of the group. In 
the spring of 1918, however, Jogiches was ar- 
rested. The efforts which Comrade Joffe made 
for his liberation had no success, as Jogiches 
counted as a Swiss citizen (he had, in fact, as 

ly as the year 1896 become naturalised in one 
of the Cantons, and had lived of late in Berlin 
under a genuine Swiss passport), 
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To see Rosa Luxemburg again was never 

granted me. I arrived in Berlin from Moscow 
three days after the catastrophe. But the ac- 
unts of sharers in the revolutionary fight con- 

firmed what I never doubted, that she, with 

Karl Liebknecht, was the leading spirit in the 
Spartacus movement. Her imseparable collabor- 
ator in this time also was Jogiches. I met him 

at work. He had been arrested in the days of 
the January rising; but had known how to get 
himself free, and had at once returned to work. 
The thing was now to concentrate the scattered 
forces, to form a Central Committee of Spar- 
tacus-Communists, and to build up the organ- 
isation anew. 

Jogiches showed himself here, quite in his ele- 

ment; thanks to his energies, the work was 

again taken up almost immediately after the 
catastrophe. In March, his evil destiny over- 
took h m: during the March rising of the Com- 
munists he was arrested, and in prison grimly 
murdered. 

Sailors arriving in Liverpool on an icebreaker from 
Archangel rt that when the officers and generals 
of the White Army found that the Army of Yuden- 
—4.— — efore 1 a ing Reds, they 
immediately prepared for flight. 

Before * so, they — a systematic search 
of the houses of peasants and workers, and confis- 
cated everything of value. Peasants and workers 
who offered any opposition were shot. 
The Whites also made a tour of all the churches 

and stole all the vessels and valuable sacred 
objects they could lay hands on. The loot was 
then placed on board the icebreaker, the golden orna- 
ments being melted down in order that they might 
not be recognisable. 5 
A crew was then forced on board under guard of 

officers with fixed bayonets. 
When the icebreaker had left Archangel the 
— and fitted = 2 vessel and 
went in pursuit to capture it, but the Whites ppened 
fire and the ts, havi neither arms nor 
amunition, e nn 

The workers then wired from Archangel to Hol- 
land, asking the authorities to stop the White ship 
and recover the stolen goods. The Dutch refused 
to allow the Whites to land. They proceded to 
Norway and thence to Denmark, but both countries 
turned them away. In Sweden they were allowed 
to sell the gold and valuables, but not to land. 

Eventually they reached Liverpool about eleven 
days ago. Great Britain has given asylum to the 
robber counter-revolutionari The crew is confined 

_to the ship in order that no information may leak 
out, but they have Managed to send us this account 
of the icebreaker’s strange voyage, and ask us to 
convey is to British workers in order that they may 
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Things are moving revolutionwards in Italy. 
There has been serious fighting in Turin, the 
storm centre of the revolutionary movement. 
The great Socialist Party is confessedly out for 
revolution and has declared that Parliament is 
no longer to be used by Socialists as a means 
2 9 23 but merely as a platform 
rom which revolut Socialism ma . ä ionary y be 

The Reformists amongst the Socialist Mem- 
bers of Parliament, led by Turati, Treves, and 
Modigliani, oppose this doctrine, and have tried 
to force on the Socialist Party an elaborate pro- 
gramme of reforms. At à recent sitting of the 
Socialist Parliamentary group discussed a re- 
solution on future Parliamentary policy sub- 
mitted to it by the joint meeting of the Direct- 
ing Committee of the Italian Socialist Party and 
the Directing Committee of the Parliamentary 
Group held at the beginning of March last. 

The Avanti reports :— 
The Moderate Party in the Parliamentary 

Committee attempted to impose an extensive re- 
formist programme on the Group as its future 
Parliamentary policy, embracing measures deal- 
ing with the Peace Treaty, international policy, 
national and international finance, internal re- 
construction, labour and agricultural improve- 
ments, disarmament, nationalisation and Social- 
1 national insurance, education. 

; programme was vigorously opposed 
by the revolutionary element in the Group and 
by the unanimous Direction of the Socialist 
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Party as tending infallibly to collsboration and 
coalition with the bourgeois parties in Par- 

liament. In its place an alternative resolution 
was proposed and adopted, which first asserted 
that the main lines of action adopted by the 
Parliamentary Group must be controlled by the 
Party Direction, who constituted the inter- 
preters of the will of the Socialist Party as ex- 
pressed at the Bologna Conference in October, 
1918. The Bologna Conference asserted that 
the action of the Parliamentry Group must be 
the counterpart of the extra-Parliamentary, i. e., 
revolutionary, industrial, action of the Socialist 
Party. It was to be one of destructive criticism 
and ness, g to Parliamentary and 
political crisis, and the ruptey of bourgeois 
democracy and Parliamentary institutions. Par- 
liament was also to be considered as a national 
forum for Communist propaganda. This policy 
was accepted by the Parliamentary Committee, 
and on March 22nd submitted to the Group, 
by whom it was accepted with the barest ma- 
jority. 86 deputies voted in favour of a motion 
supporting the policy; 85 voted in favour of 
an alternative motion proposing a programme 
of Parliamentary réform. ‘Theré were 6 absten- 
tions, and of à total of 156, 78 members of the 
Socialist Parliamentary Group were absent from 
this important discussion. 3 
The Reformist. Party in the Grapp is very 

strong, led by old and experienced Parliament- 
arians such as Turati, Treves and Modigliani. 
The critical condition of Italian politics—where 
the Government boasts the barest majority, and 
can only continue with the gdodwill of its op- 
ponents—is a severe temptation for the oppor- 
tunists. This group is well organised and well 
led. The revolutionary group, if somewhat 
stronger numerically, possesses less Parlia- 
mentary ability, less force, and is not so well 
organised. It possesses no outstanding leaders, 
and, perhaps mistakenly, is inclined to regret 
it. [t makes up in enthusiasm for what it 
lacks in individual ability, and its strength lies 
in the fact that it expresses, and has the support 
of, the Italian masses. Its policy harmonises 
with the swiftly moving events of Italian pro- 

letarian life, which is inclined to relegate re- 
formism to the past and to resort to revolu- 
tionary direct action, and to the approaching 
crisis in Italian politics and industry. 

„There is a third party in the Parliamentary 
Group, consisting, as will be seen, of nearly 
half the deputies, who are neither one thing 
nor the other. Fiery revolutionaries at election 
time, individualists and pacifists afterwards, ig- 
noring both the discipline and policy of the 
Group. 
A crisis is not unlikely. It is possible that 

the reformist element will rebel against its own 
Committee and against the Direction of the 
Socialist Party. The principle of the Party is 
solidarity. It attempts to unite all elements of 
Socialist thought, and resists exclusionist sug- 
gestions. Whether this policy can survive a 
crisis remains to be seen. 

The Italian Prime Minister, Nitti, has ap- 
pealed to the Socialists to help the Government 
in maintaining order should it be necessary to 
reduce the bread ration and increase the price. 

Treves replied that the tragedy of the situa- 
tion was that Capitalism was not able to main- 
tain its own, whilst the Socialists did not con- 
sider the time ripe to. introduce theirs. 

The revolutionary Socialists, however, con- 
sider the time to be fully ripe. In that differ- 
ence of opinion lies the difference between the 
Socialists and Reformists. We shall probably 
see the Treves Group supporting the Govern- 
ment when the crash comes. 

— 

W. s. FT. ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 
It has been decided to postpone the Annual Conference 

till the last week-end in June, in the hope that by then it 
will be possible to place before the membership definite 
results of the unity negotiations. | 

— WIT MEICO, want to r bit to t this next 
lood- send 2 dollars. American money, for a year’s 

. . * . 
, ine — in English in Mexico, and read Linn Fe 

e 

Remit by bank draft or money order, Gate's, Box 518, 
Mexico City, D. F., Mexico. [apyT,] : | : 
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A few months ago, the prominent, statesmanlike 
officials of K. a . Federation asserted 

itivel they in their possession a strategic 
bolie * They considered this assertion a sufficient 
answer to the criticisms of extremists in their Union. 
‘he operation of this strategic policy’’ was to re- 
sult in the creation of a more substantial New World 
than that promised by another member of the tribe 
of modern statesmen, who claimed to possess a 
“Coalition policy.’” But these policies have much 
more in common than the fact of their being under 
the care of statemen. Another similarity is their 
aggravation of the evils they were su to be 
certain to cure: Radicals become Coalitionists, Rev- 
olutionists become Strategists, the sword of Damocles 
hanging over the Kaiser and Private Ownership is 
sheathed in a Paisley shawl, and the Old World hous- 
ing scandal becomes the New World scandalous hous- 
ing. 
Of course, the two 

similar results; so muc 

icies. do mot give exactly 
is cape granted te 

rotesting ‘‘strategists. strategic cy” 

—— in more statesmanlike brains "oa 94 
„Coalition policy. The Coalitionists intended to 
create divisions in the ranks of the workers, but, 
owing to ruling-class ignorance of the social forces 
and to badly-timed attacks on the intelligence of the 
workers, the result of ruling-class anti-Bolshevik 
efforts is a tendency towards, not the confusion, but 
the fusion of the workers. . 
The superiority of the strategy of the strategists, 

and the tactics of the working-class anti-Bolsheviks 
is shown in the beating up of working-class interest 
in mythical increases of wages at a time when our 
rulers do not desire that working-class attention 
shall be directed ‘towardsethe efforts being made to 
crush the workers in other countries, where the 
masses are making‘a big effort to secure a real 
increase in the amount of necessaries and luxuries of 

life allotted to them under ca italism. Thanks to the 
superhuman labour of super-Socialist super-men, the 
period has now gone in which the bosses could set 

one class against another class of workers; no more 
will the hack journalists get occasion to prostitute 
their pens in pretending to prove in the popular penny 

press that is now the miners’ increase, now the 
railwaymen’s increase, now the transport workers 
increase in wages that has caused the latest in- 
crease in prices. At the same time, gone seems the 
dangerous tendency of the workers, so pronounced 
at the close of the Great War, to act together. 
The masses were eager to have general strikes at 

times when such a strike would have killed cap 
italism, and so have saved the children“ without 
a fund; but strategy said, ‘‘Swankey Commission, 
and Swankey it was. The railwaymen were on strike, 
but strategy did not desire a sectional strike, 
85 the minérs and 8 workers were forbidden 
to leave work; beside, Thomas and Cramp had not 
consulted Smillie and a oe 1 

dukes were severe a strategy 
— ; ” the Budget during the Sankey Commission, and 

faithfully reflects the results of royalty revelations. 
Mr. Frank Hodges says, in the course of a free 
2 1 for a * — J 5 — ye 
that this capitalist world is a “particularly dry an 
sterile world’’; presumably eaniy made ‘ofa by 
a perusal of the “‘weekly’’ referred. to; but. I suggest 
that a perusal of strategy as y miners 
statesmen, should show him why the eyes“ 
were wet and the strategie policy“ sterile. 
Geddes, no matter how much he may shine in 

other spheres, will always be remembered as a great 
expert in the wise use of figures. But a greater than 
Geddes has arisen. Hodges can out-arithmetic the 
“eat arithmetician. The ga pe" of Hodges leads 
many workers—especially disguised as dele- 
gates—to renounce their reason when he lets figures 
fall from him. ‘Some of the Scottish delegates - 
tively whine: We would have the South 
Wales demand, but Mr. Frank H é told us that 
the cost of the production and distribution of coal 
was 14d. per ton more than the selli odges in this 
country. If anyone but Mr. Frank He | had ut- 
tered this the delegates would not have believed it! 

At the same Conference Hodges also told the dele- 
gates that four-fifths of the coal produced in this 
country was burnt in this country. 200 million tons 
of coal are consumed in this ! Four-fifths 
of this 200 million tons are unscientifically wasted. 
But what the country needs is “increased 
of coal.” The miners must therefore be content 
with a lower standard of life. Between the ‘directive 
ability“ of the bosses and the “strategic ability“ of 
the Labour leaders, the millenium has certainly 
arrived ! . | 
Most of the members of the Mid and East Lothian 

Miners’ Association received their first intimation 
of the financial condition of their Union from the 
local capitalist papers, published on March 8ist. The 
balance sheet has printed across it, the words, Pri- 
vate, for members only“; but perhaps the local re- 
porters are members of the Miners’ Union. Of 
course, the members of the Executive, in thus cun- 
ningly and economically, utilising the masters press 
for Trade Union pur , are giving proof of how 
very wily they can — at times. f 

According to this report, the total expenditure was 
£14,148; the income from contributions was £13,245; 
thus leaving a deficit on the year's working of £903. 
A deficit of £903 on a year’s transactions in these 
profiteering days would be a matter for serious con- 
sideration in any business managed by the ordinary 
run of managers, but this Union“ is managed py 
persons who are cute enough to the “company 
report“ published without paying advertisement rates. 
This business is run by shrewd bodies, who, inst and 
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of keeping their strike fund that which Trade 
Unionist consider their munitions of wur ready for 
use, have entrusted it to those persons whom strikers 
fight. The payment received for giving up ther 
arms would a substantial delist. Ine 
deficit would have much larger if the members 
had not voluntarily contributed 1/- 8 ae 
a local strike, which was lost after being protracts 
in the usual style over a period of three montns. 

£14,148 expended and nothing gained; tne Unior 
has not even been able to preveat igembers from 
being victimised, nor has it been able to se ure the 
County wage for all its members, au- it has failed 
to arouse the interest of even a small percent 
of the members in union affairs. Certainly the 
‘‘union” has, a a part of the great powerful B. M. F., 
won from the bosses a few substantial ‘‘rises’’—which 
will not buy anything, and the union has, as . 
of the S. M. W., reduced the working-hours of fre- 
men from — hours to seven hours 38 minutes, 
though the uced hours are not in ration yet. 
The agents are very much conce about the 
apathy of the rank and file, but they are not in 
favour of “wasting money on printing agendas with 
explanatory notes to be distributed to the mem- 
bers in the hope of arousing their interest. The 
agents have lost all hope of getting the members to 
awaken. This is not to be wa — at when one re- 
cognises that the agents have the best of ing con- 
ditions and they are 1 csegenee so W can 
there be of arousing the members who have the 
worst possible working conditions? 8 
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The W on. 
Now thet ie National movement for an increase 

in wages ‘has ended, the South Walian is again con- 
sidering the best method of gaining a living wage. 
** are open. The first is to claim the appli- 

cation of the Conciliation Board ment of 1915. 
This, if the present volume and price of export coal 
were Pe u entitle the 1 Wales 
miners te a substantial increase in wages. Owing to 
the fact that the Government would be in.a — 9 
to juggle with the exports of coal and that to bring 
about the application of this agreement the Left Wing 
would have to stump the miners on the principle 
an increase in wages based upon the selling price of 
coal, this policy may be disreg . 

The second policy is to ae an increase in 
wages, on the grounds of main and bettering 
the pre-war standard of living. This „Should. 
of course, be made in ance with agreed policy 
of South Wales—an equal flat rate increase of wages. 
This would arouse the enthusiasm of the lower paid 
workers, who, generally speaking, are the most re- 
actionary section of the miners. Further, it would 
reduce the colliers incentive to work, whilst any in- 
crease under the Conciliation » would be on a 
percentage basis and would, of course, increase the 
— tive to production of the colliers and other piece- 
workers. 

Comrades should keep these 8 well in view, for, 
owing to the great shout by the executive as to the 
amount of money due to South Wales under the Con- 
ciliation Board Agreement, it can be taken for granted 
that every effort will be made by them to force our 
demards through that channel. 

With the increase in the price of commodities that 
has taken placé during the last few weeks, it would 
seem advisable if the new. s would be for a £2 
a week increase, irrespective of increase recently 
granted nationally. : | . 

Unfortunatel be unforseen pio a have 
comes = will prevent the publication of the 
rank and file ; rn 

on May day. 
„ we are < ae to understand, are 

not altogether unconnected with finance. The pro- 
moters of the scheme are, however, too enthusiastic 
to allow this to be more than a temporary barrier. 

been arrived at in the dispute 
dj District neil and the 

teachers employed by that body. The manner in 
sp the Counci 33 t a teachers ap * 

re as Ne, spec y in view 

fact that the Labour members. are in a large majority 
on the Council. Not only have they refused to meet 
the teachers in conference, but they have also w. 
pealed to the Lord Mayor of Cardiff to call a confer- 
ence of all local bodies to discuss ways and rome of 
setting up Whitley Councils for the teachers of Sou 
Wales. Owing to the fact that the teachers are 
breaking the settlement made by their executive, in 

ordance with the Burnham report, the strike move- 
ment will have to be locally maintained. Only 80 
teachers, therefore, will strike. These said teachers 
are all employed in one ward, and all the principal 
schools of the Rhondda are situate in that ward. The 
other teachers are at t paying 1/- per week levy, 
to create a strike fund, and now that the strike notices 
are hecoming effective, there is every possibility of 
this levy being increased to ensure that those teachers 
whose . is to bear the brunt of the fight shall 
suffer no financial loss as a consequence thereof. For- 
tunately, amongst the so-ca representatives of 
Labour on the Council there is a small body of people, 
seven in number, and led by Mr. A. J. Cook, miners’ 
agent, who have pledged themselves to do what every 
decent Trade Unionist should do, and support the 
teachers, even if it means resiening to give the 
electorate an opportunity to judge the merits of the 
case. 
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M.P., has a tendenc | 
South Wales Echo , 

any such notion. Not only 
orror of the extreme element 

tion, but he also to be. 
that nothing shall be to alarm 
in the universities and elsewhere, 
dane type. Great care should be taken to prove 
these people that the Labour Party is composed 
sane and sober men. He therefore 

r caucus, 
responsible Labour leaders. 
What will Frank 
«On * > Sele 
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RENEWED WAR WITH RUSSIA. 
When the announcement was first made that 

the. Allied Supreme Council had agreed ‘‘to 
trade with Russia through the medium 

of the Co-operatives, we warned our 
readers not to trust to the good faith of the 
British Government and the alan ce of capitalist 
governments to which it belongs. 
How necessary was our warning has since 

been all too fully proved, and every day 
shows with yet more terrible clearness that 
there will be no peace with Soviet Russia, no 
peace with any Communist republic, whilst 
2 rules the powerful nations of the 
world. 5 
On April 2lst Bonar Law admitted in the 

House of Commons that there have been 
neither exports nor imports from Soviet Bussia 
as a result of the Supreme Council’s permis 
sion to trade. The negotiations which are 
supposed to be carried on with a view to trad- 
ing, but are in reality a fencing match to dis- 
cover some weakness in the armour of Soviet 
Russia, are still going on. 
When the announcement was made that 

trade would be opened up with Russia a great 
Hands off Russia agitation was in full swing 
and it seemed that the workers of this country 
were gradually uniting in the resolve to down 
tools on Soviet Russia's behalf. 

The beginning of the Russian intervention was 
iewed by the Labour Movement of this country 
th utmost apathy. Labour Party represen- 

tatives in the Coalition Government at 
the time, and they rr 

, Ww 
to overthrow 

: ted the traitor Kerensky. 
e Labour Party Conference. 

for a eneral 

of 

In June, 1919, 

A 
for this purpose in December, but the an- 
nouncement of the Allied Governments’ sham 

pe 
i widely be- 

t was pretended in those days that 
the British Government would interfere no 
more in Russian affairs, and that a further 

British money that would be 
= in supporting Russian re-action. 

Now every day reveals that the British Gov- 
ernment is still fighting Soviet Russia. 

The British Navy is still bombarding Russian 
towns and villages in the Black Sea. 
Denikin has arrived in this country, and was 
met on his arrival in London by a repre- 
sentative of the British War Office. On April 
20th Winston Churchill told the House of Com- 

KERS’ DREADNOUGHT 

free 

ial Trade Union Congress was called 
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mons that the functions of the British Military 
Mission in the Crimea are to assist in the re. 
organisation of the Army lately under General 
Denikin and to keep the new Commander-in- 
Chief, General Wrangel, informed as to the 
negotiations which are being prosecuted 
through the British Foreign Office. Churchill 
pretended that the British are only engaged in 
preventing a massacre of the counter-revolu- 
tionaries, but everyone knows that the lives of 
the counter-revolutionaries will be perfectly 
safe if they will cease to fight. 
It was further admitted 8 J. Craig, on 

behalf of the War Office, the British 
Government has paid for transporting . enikin's 
army from Novorossisk to the Crimea, and 
that the British Government has authorised 
certain supplies of coal to the anti-Bolshevik 
forces. 

On April 22nd, Bonar Law, in reply to ques- 
tions, stated that the British Government had 
paid £50,000 to the Russian Red Cross for re- 
lief of anti-Bolshevik refugees, and that the 
British High Commissioner at Constantinople 
had been authorised to spend £10,000 for the 
same purpose. | 

The £26,000,000 which Parliament granted 
last week for overseas credits will largely be ex- 
pended in bolstering up small states in opposition 
to communist Russia, - 

JAPAN’S WAR ON SOVIET RUSSIA. 
On April 21st, it was announced that Japan 

had declared war on Soviet Russia, and that 
America had granted Japan a free hand in 
Siberia. (Probably this in exchange for a pro- 
mise to give a free hand in Mexico). In. the 
British House of Commons, the Government has 
been questioned many times regarding the seizure 
of Vladivostok by Japan, but as Bonar Law 

. hitherto pretended to have no information on 
the subject, the report that there have been 3,000 
Japanese casualties in the contest with the 
Soviet forces, indicates that the fighting is on a 
considerable seale. 

The Peace negotiations between Poland and 
Russia, which at one time seemed so promising, 
have broken down. French officers are with the 
Polish Army, Britain lends Poland financial aid 
to keep her in the field, and America is sending 
munitions to Poland with six year’s credit, and 

transport 

The negotiations between Russia and Finland 
have also collapsed. Only with Italy do any 
peaceful negotiations seem to make progress 
and in Italy also the influence of British capital 
will also make itself felt against the Soviets. But 

danadvetin people, and. will only uso 
they have been to Soviet Russia in 
of the International _Counter-revolution. 

It was to be expected that the deputation of. 

people for plotting and intrigue. The Co-opera- 
tive delegates complain that they were ‘‘isolated 
from the outside world’’ and brought under guard 
to the Commissariat of Foreign Affairs, where 
they were kept in isolation. They say they were 
always attended by two employees of the Com- 
missariat on whom the duty was laid to be 
always with the delegates and not to permit their 
being visited by any persons, except those who 
had the special permission of the Commissariat 
for Foreign Affairs. | ~ 
We see no reason to object to such 

allowed to visit it during war time. 

It is interesting to observe, that having com- 

ditions which they certainly would not have got 
from visitors approved by the Soviet Govern- 
ment under a censorship such as they describe. 

prisoner-like situation in Russia, or their report 
on Russian conditions has been manufactured in 
Britain. 

They say that they have obtained opinions 
from varied and wide circles of public men 
Where did they gather. those opinions? 

Their report is certainly deliberately coloured 
by strong political prejudices. Nevertheless, 
even from their biassed story emerge statements 
which reveal a most healthy growth of Commun- 
ism in Russia, thus :— 

is in the power of the Communist 
ues to of the Communist Party. 

although on — of them have been organised the 20 
called Soviet farms. 
The small industry is under the control of the pro- 

vincial and district Economie Councils. 

The part of the Report dealing with the Co- 
operatives, which we take from the Times, is as 
follows :— 
The actual position of the tive movement 

is as follows:—The whole country is covered with a 
network of ive unions and consumers’ stores. 

without its consumers’ 

co-operative organisations 
be carried through with as little disturbance as pos- 
sible, it is proposed to carry it into effect gradualy. . . 

Superficially and nu v. the co-operative or- 

operators and the Communists, the Co-operative 
Societies and the Soviets. That was inevit- 
able, for co-operative trading after all, 
for though the shareholders may all be 
the effort made by the workers under capitalist, 

operation as to capitalism shorn of its evils; but 
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co-operation cannot sheer away the evils of cap- 
italism: are we not now daily expecting a strike 

of Co-operative employees, and have we not re- 
cently had an extensive lock-out of such workers? 
We are surprised to find that George Lansbury 

so recently returned from Soviet Russia, should 
appear, in the Herald, to be taking the part of 
the Non-Socialist Russian Co-operators against 
Soviet Russia. He says: 
A deputation of Russian Co-operators from this 

country sent to Moscow has returned. Their treat- 
ment whilst in Russia was not of a very friendly char- 
acter :this was due to the suspicion which has been 
created in the minds of the Soviet Government as to 
the bona fides of the Co-operators outside Russia, and 
their belief that the attempt to use Co-operative organ- 
isation as the channel for trade with Russia was a 
device to divide the Russian le from the Soviet 
Government. It is good to that, in spite of 
this, the Russian Co-operative Society, as represented 
by Russians in this country, has now decided to do all 
in its power to re-establish the ordinary trade rela- 
tions with that country. 

The resolution which the Russian Co-operative 
Society has passed contains a number of sinister 
passages. It declares that :— 
Russian Co-operation is at present deprived of the 

fundamental conditions of Co-operative development, 
viz., of the ri of free election of the managing 
bodies and of freedom of action ! 

As is the case in the Soviet elections, no one 
who lives, or tries to live, on accumulated wealth, 
or the labour of others, is allowed to elect or 
be elected to the Russian Co-operative Com- 
mittees. 
“The grave situation of the Russian population, 

as well as economic interests of the whole world de- 
mand an unhampered trading relations between 
Russia and Western Europe, regardless of any political 
conditions :— 

4. To recognise that, considering the present situa- 
tion of ion in Russia, Co-operative responsi- 
bility for the success of future trading relations and 

may be taken, parallel with the process of 
emancipating ration and enabling it to work in 
that complex enterprise without being thwarted by 
obstacles or preconceived ideas fro many quarter what- 
ever, and t without an active assistance of Co- 
operation in that work, the objective conditions seem 
to preclude any considerable hopes to be entertained: 
as regards the success of a large goods interchange 
with Russia. | 

Such phrases as that of emaneipating cop 
eration' show that the Russian Co-operators’ in 
London are not prepared to accept Communism 
and Soviet rule as a permanent state. 
Remember that the Hungarians were induced 

to abandon the Soviets and to withdraw the Red 
Army on the promise that peace would be made 
= a Socialist Government on Parliamentary 
ines. 

Lansbury adds: 
9 ing solely for myself, I hope that those who 

are tors and not politicians, whether in or 
out of Russia, will continue to press for recognition of 
the fact that international Co-operative trade is the 
only working-class method by which future wars may 
be prevented. 

Then he goes on to talk about Co-operation in 
Plymouth where a bitter strike was fought with 
the Co-operative employers not long ago. 

Co-operation within the capitalist system can 
never emancipate the workers, and those who try 
to forget the class war, only mislead themselves 
and others. . 

E. SyI VIA Paxxnunsr. 

THE BOOKSHOP 
OF THE 

WORKERS’ SOCIALIST FEDERATION. 
400, OLD FORD ROAD, LONDON, E. 3. 

Dos 

1/1 

1/6 
9d. 

Tanner (based on the work of Arnold Roller) 1/6 
The of the Future, by E. Sylvia 
Pankhurst * We 5 . 1d Gd 

Facts About Communist Hungary in 
May, 1919, by Alice Riggs Hunt (aa eye- witness) i EC 175 3 

or * ° e oe Poiana 
3 Patricia Lynch 

Self Educa 

An agitation has been going on for some time to 
secure a Government, and, through the Government, 
a capitalist check on the freedom of the workers to 
take direct action. 

A further stage in this agitation was marked by 
the passage of the second reading, in the House 
of Commons on April 23rd, of a Trade Union Ballot 
Bill, introduced by Mr. Arthur Michael Samuel, a 
Coalition Unionist. The second * 30 carried 
by 83 votes to 77. The Government ared that 
it would leave the House free to vote as it pleased 
on the Bill, but the only Member of the Government 
who spoke on the Bill, Dr. MacNamara, Minister 
of Labour, gave it his support. Walter Long, 
First Lord of the Admiralty, and the only Cabinet 
Minister who voted in the division, voted for the 
Bill, as did the Postmaster-General, Albert Illing- 
worth. On the other hand the trish Attorney- 
General, Denis Henry, and four Government under- 
strappers, Frederick Guest, James Parker, Rev. J. 
Towyn Jones, and Sir William Sutherland voted 
against the Bill. The balance of Government 
favour, nevertheless, was heavily on the side of the 
Bill, and the fact that MacNamara and Long took 
the trouble to manifest their approval, shows clearly 
enough that we have not the last of this 
capitalist attempt to destroy the freedom of action 
of the workers’ industrial organisations. When 
the Government acts, it will probably introduce a 
measure of its own. This private Members’ Bill 
is a feeler to see how the proposal is accepted. 
The measure declares itself to be: 
„A Bill to provide that when a ballot of trade 

union members is taken on questions eens 
strikes, it shall be conducted by independent public 
officials, and under a system of secrecy.’’ 

“In any question relating to a proposal to stop 
work, or arising out of as of work, it is 
proposed that the ballot shall be taken under the 
supervision of a committee consisting of the Chair- 
man of the Parliamentary Labour Party, the Chair- 
man of the Trade Union Congress, the Secretary of 
the n Labour arty, and one other 
person appointed by the Trade Union Congress at 
its annual general meeting. In addition, there are 
to be the President of the Board of Trade, the 
Minister of Labour, and the Registrar of Friendly 
Societies, who is to be the chairman of the com- 
mittee. 

Officials and other people who intimidate or 
threaten the voters, destroy ballot papers, or make 
fraudulent use oi them may be sentenced to six 
months’ imprisonment. 

Penalties are to be imposed on officials or persons 
concerned in the ballot should they disclose how any 
person voted. | asta : 

The committee of ‘seven shall decide the most 
convenient arrangements for the prompt and effi- 
cient distribution of the ballot papers so that the 
day and hour when the ballot shall close shall not 
be less than seven, or more than 14 days after the 
issue of the ballot papers. The trade unions shall 
furnish the questions on which they wish to take a 
ballot when they give notice of their intention to 
take a baliot under the proposed Act. 

The general secretary of the union taking a ballot 
shall supply the committee with a list of district or 
branch secretaries or other responsible officials of 
the union, who will act as returning officers, and 
will be paid out of public funds and act as a inde- 
pendent public officials.” 

The ballot papers are to be supplied to the voters 
and retu by to the committee. This,“ 
said the mover of the Bill, gives every opportunit 
of voting secretly to the supine trade unionist.’’ It 
is the supine trade uniomst, not the active class- 
conscious trade unionist, whose vote the capitalist 
desires to see recorded. 

The ballot papers having been counted, they shall 
only be disclosed for the examination of the com- 
mittee. Said Mr. Samuel: ‘‘Every possible pre- 
caution is adopted to render it impossible for any 
man to know how another man has voted. 

Unused ballot napers are to be sent to the com- 
—_ in order that no improper use may be made 
of them. 

The Bill does not propose to make the use of this 
secret ballot machinery compulsory (not yet, at 
least). It leaves it open to the union to decide 
whether or not the machinery shall be put into 
operation; but if the union as a whole decides not 
to use it, any branch or district may apply for the 
application of the Bill in its own case. 3 

The Bill is a private Members’ Bill and cannot 
get into the Statute Book unless the Government 
come to its aid. 
the wedge attitude is adopted. If the Government 
2 the matter up it will do so on compulsory 
ines. 
Mr. Samuel said that the committee would not 

decide whether a ballot should be taken, but would 
only ensure that the ballot should be true and 
secret, and that the voters should cast a separate 
vote on each separate 171 but is it possible 
to imagine such a committee arranging for a strike 
ballot in the event of the Government declaring the 

ET U proposed T joining the 40 hours strike of Feb- 7.0.0 oining the rs stri e 
— * 9 * 

resources of the nation, and in the event of which 
the Government was making arrangements for a 
military blockade of the affected districts, as was 
done in prospect of a South Wales miners’ strike? 

Therefore a modest thin edge of 

undoubtedly such a committee would refuse to 
ke steps for the ballot where the ge eager 

declared strong Capen to a strike. On the other 
hand it would endeavour to use its position to 
weaken tho workers’ position, | 
As for the trade unionists on the committee; 

their plight would be indeed a hopeless one. 
President Wilson recently threatened some trade 
union officials with imprisonment unless their 
bers returned to work, and both subtle 
and smooth-tengued, and ruthlessly blunt and 
2 would undoubtedly be brought to bear 
on the trade union officials who were foolish enough 
to join such a committee. 4 

The promoters of the Bill asserted that in the 
taking of trade union ballots intimidation and 
coercion are practiced, that boys under : 
and that adults can vote several times if 
n —.— 8 the reject 
0 a si arly weak speech. @ com. 

a * trade unions and that 

words (may be) condemn the Bill, 
not work. The trade unions will not us 

If I believed what the hon. nery. ember 
who proposed and the hon. Member who seconded 
believe, I should have brought in a Bill making it 
imperative on trade unions. I should have com- 
pelled them to take a ballot under the auspices of 
Government officials, . .” 

Robert Young (Lab., A.S.E.) made similar 
criticisms and said: 

“They evidently do not understand that if this 
thing is necessary to the nation all that ts requir 
is to make it compulsory through an amendment to 
the Trade Unions Act.’ ) | 

J. R. took a similar line; ; 
sie 6 have thought that this subject was im- 
portant enough: to cause the Government to have 
a definite opinion on it, and that we should have 
heard from the Minister of Labour, at 14 some 
ew words of definite advice and guidance Mem- 

s in view of the terms of this Bill. | 
“I should have thought the mover would have had 

the. courage of his. convictions, and pro a 
measure in terms which would have compe he 
trade unions to do what he thinks is so essential for 
the industrial peace of the aountry.”’ 
The indications are that official labour would be 

disposed to accept without much protest a measure 
on these lines should the Government choose to take 
the matter up. 
The effichient expert of a great Chicago firm pro- 

the management of a capitalist government is 
obvious, but Mr. Brace Mr. 1 as usual, 

-it be that Ee the class war. Can tha 
esire the Government to share their : 

bility in keeping the workers under control? 
5 

RED GERMANY AND LLOYD GEORGE 
Lloyd George has now declared that he ha; 

not opposed military measures to force Ger- 
many to obey the Peace Treaty. He does not 
object to the French occupation of further Ger- 
man territory, whether it be by black troops or 
by white. He only objects to any handi 
being placed on the German Government when 
it is fighting German Communist workers, As 
5 himself has told a French journalist at San 
mo: 
“T am only opposed to the use of armed f in 

! compel a case when many finds herself ed to 
send troops to a district for the restoration of order. 

hen in 1871 the Commune broke out in Paris 
rmans who were then in the vicini of the 

French capital, proposed to Theirs that they should 
assist him in restoring order. Theirs wisely 
refused the offer. 

„The present situation in the Ruhr is exactly 
analogous.’’ . 

Lloyd George's reference to the Paris Com- 
mune is most helpful. 

I. L. P. pacifists and ex- B. S. P. jingoes to- da 
express their admiration of the wees F 
Communards because the revolutionary effort of 
the Commune took place a long time ago. 
No one need fear ostracism for approving it. 
Lloyd George, who is out to fight Socialiens, in 
an 0 way, is not under the necessity of split - 
ting hairs, and therefore admits that the French 
Communards who fought and died before the 
world was ripe for Socialism were making pre- 
cisely the same fight in which the German Com- 
munists are engaged and in which the Russian 
Communists have achieved such remarkable 
successes. 5 

Another rising of German Communist workers 
is likely to take place soon. It may be pre- 
cipitated by another militarist coup. ill 
British workers permit Lloyd George’s Govern- 
ment to continue its fight against the Workers’ 
Revolution in Germany? E 

ae ey ae = 
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made at the time of the 

Germany. 
April 19th. Lieut.-Commander Kenworthy (Lib.), 

asked whether the British Government’s represent- 
ative in Berlin had stated officially that food and 
raw material would be prevented from entering Ger- 
many in the event of a Communist government be- 
ing set up. 

Bonar Law replied that the statement was that 
such possibility as might exist of help being afforded 
by way of food stuffs, raw materials, or credits 
could be destroyed by violent action from any quar- 
ter. Kenworthy asked why the statement was not 

p-Luttwitz reactionary 
coup. Bonar Law replied: “It is not usual to make 
any statement of this kind. It is made now because 
there were rumours that another Ministry was to 
be formed. 

Bonar Law dots not want to be too explicit, but 
of course it is obvious that it is Communism that 
the British capitalist Government is out to attack. 

April 20th. Kenworthy (Lib.), asked the Prime 
Minister whether he would deny the statement of 
Count Reventlow and others on the Continent, that 
certain British Government representatives promised 
to support the Kapp military coup, and when the 
Government will explain to Parliament its recent 
policy’ towards Germany. 

Bonar Law said the reports in question were un- 
true, but governments habitually lie about foreign 
policy, and Lord Kilmarnock’s statements at the time 
of the Kapp coup give the lie to Bonar Law. Law 
insisted that it is better not to discuss this question. 
W. Lunn (Lab.) asked whether the Government would 
lay before the e of Nations a proposal to pro- 
hibit the use 6f Black troops in Eu , and whether 
the British Government had protested against the 
use of black troops in Germany. Bonar Law re- 
plied No“ to both questions. 

Germany to Pay for the War? 
April 22nd. Chamberlain, the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer, admitted that he had made no calcula- 
tions in his Budget for the payment of indemnities 
by Germany, and that he estimated for the 
payment of the British Army of Occupation in Ger- 
—many by the British ple. Nevertheless, he be- 
lieves that Germany will be able to pay substan- 
tial contributions w she has settled down”; but 
Germany never will settle down until after the 
Workers’ Revolution. Nevertheless, those British 
capitalists who have secured by the War — 
tunities to exploit the German Colonies, the ish 
oil wells, and so on, consider that the War has 
not been fought in vain. 
The British representatives on the tion 

Commission that is deciding how and what German 
shall pay, are Sir John Bradbury, G.C.B., and Sir 
Hugh Levick, K.B.E. 
Bonar ee ie tee we, te be toben vent 

German War criminals taking refuge in Holland, 
though the Kaiser has done so. Colonel Lowther 
45 asked whether there is to be one law for the 

ohenzollerns and another for ordinary War crim- 
ne Kenworthy (Lib.), replied: “‘Of course there 

Russia. 
April 19th. Harmsworth, Under-Secretary to the 

Foreign Office (C.L.), says that no Russians in 
Britain have been repatriated because the Soviet Gov- 
ernment wishes to limit the number to be repatriated 
to 125 persons selected by the Russian Delegates’ 
Committee, and the British Government refuses to 
agree to the condition. 
The Russian Delegates’ Committee tell t this 

cannot be correct, since there are 250 political emi- 
nts who wish to return to Russia, and many other 

— subjects who have applied to the Committee. 

The Russian Trade Unionists Hoax. 
W. Thorne (Lab.) drew attention to the fact that 

on December 5th four Russian Trade Unionists ar- 
rived here to spread information on the effect of 
Soviet rule on Russian Trade Unionism. The British 
High Commissioner at Omsk had ised them that 
they should be received by British Labour organisa- 

Nevertheless, they were taken first to the War 
a then to the Home Office, and handed _— 
to reactionary ist organisation Called 1 

we took them about the coun- 
ings w reactionary speeches were . 

ich, knowing no English, they. could not under- 
. Trade Unionists have been 

and now the: penniless. 
Secretary (C.U.), admitted that the Russians 

allowed to come to England on the recom- 
of the British authorities in Siberia, that 
given temporary accommodation in the 

„ that they were “assisted” by the 
League,“ and that the Foreign Office is 
for their maintenance” at present, and 

i 
60 i 

| will either find them suitable work or help them to 
leave the country if they so desire. 

. League’” to which the Gov repudi the People's League” to whi v- 
ernment turned them over, and declaring that they 
disapproved of the attacks on Labour made by the 
„People's League.“ Now the Trade Unionists are 
again in-the pay of the Government. If they are 
free agents they must be very dishonest fellows. 
Only after three months, has the British Govern- 

ment at last acceded to the appeals of the Norwegian 
and Russian Soviet . to send to the 
relief of 80 starving people, icebound on the Russian 
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: , Solovei. Budimrovitch, the ice-breaker, 
Cosma Minim, held in à British port 
existing ship fit for the difficult task. 
The Government is ‘very keen on rescuing 

Russians, but only from the Communists ! 
April 22nd. Bonar Law said that the Soviet Gov- 

ernment has not to receive the Commissions pro- 
to be sent to Russia by the Council of the 
of Nations and the Labour section of the 

League and that the United States refused to be 
associated with the Commissions. 

April 19th. Bonar Law said that the following 
read to Irish hunger strikers: “You 
ied on to return to this prison 

and we trust to your honour 
Executive does not anticipate 
r will be broken. We, how- 

that the prisoners will recog- 

ltown Mal 
P. O’Connor contended that a procession of re- 
g at the release of the Irish hunger strikers 

police and soldiers. The Irish 
the demonstrators 

ten were wounded. ) 
April 22nd. Unionist Members asked for increased 

pensions for Irish police because they are having 
such a hard time with the Irish people! 
The Budget. 

April 19th.—Austen Cham in’s budget state- 
ment showed that the capitalists are growing more 
r than ever; Income Tax, Super Tax and 
xcess Profits Duty all brought in more than was 

anticipated during the past year, because the capital- 
ists netted more money than even their frends 
thought possible. The Stamp Duty also brought in 
more than was exp ‘ sO many new com- 
panies were floated and trade in land and other things 
was so brisk. 
The government proposes to pay off the war debt 

in 26 years and — ey that the workers will con- 
tinue paying the burden quite patiently for that space 
of time. greater. r of the debtors are 
the British capitalists and they are drawing heavy in- 
terest on their money. J. R. Clynes stated that the 
interest amounts to 4400, 000,000 a year. 

Colonel Wedgwood (Lab.), complained that the 
Land Duties are to be abolished, and said that In- 
come Tax, Excess Profits Tax, and the Stamp Duties 
would immediately be passed on to the consumer. 
He wanted a capital levy on wealth. The capitalists 
will, however, secure that all taxation shall be ultim- 
ately born by the workers so long as the capitalist 

B „ up, ver t, hi mation of un- 
used land, and so on, may be devised, so long as 
the capitalist system remains, wners and all 
capitalists will adjust their business so that no form 
of taxation shall make them poorer. 
J. N. 

3. 2. & (Lab.), began by saying 
with — that had been said b 

years of the War it had borrowed as much as 
16/- of every £ it spent. The Government had now 
said it would borrow no more. Clynes said that was 
because the would refuse to lend. He as- 
sorted that in Britain we have reached a point in 

_democratic institutions, in Government or out of it, 
not attained by other countries. It seems to please 
the vanity of some people to that their 
country is the most civilised in the world, but Britain 
cannot claim that position. Clynes went on to say 
that the Budget would only intensify the race be- 
tween es and wages and increase working-class dis- 
content. Much, he added, as I dread and dislike 
it.“ It would add to the difficulties arising from 

that are being made for 

esd to withdraw the 
et ee ee ee rofits if the 
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Bread Price to Rise Again. 
Sir A. Boscawen, Secretary to Ministry of Agri- 

culture, ised the farming interests that if nt 
cultural labourers get the 8/- increase they are de- 
manding wheat prices will be raised. 

Stokers at Kew Gardens get EB 9s. 5d. a week; 
constables, £2 188. 5d.; watchmen, £3 9s.; labourers, 
£2 15s., with an increase of Is. after five years: 
carters, £2 16s., with an increase of 1/- after five 
years. 
Miner Bleeds to Death. 

On March 28rd a collier at Hatfield Main Colliery 
had his leg cut off above the knee. He bled to death 
although an infirmary was only eight miles away. He 
received first-aid treatment within a few minutes, 
but no doctor came till 4.35 and left the pit in an 
ambulance at 4.55. The Home Secretary said no 
further regulations were necessary. 

Peace Treaties with Austria and Bulgaria. 
The Bill establishing these Treaties gives the Gov- 

ernment power to make Orders in neil and to 
impose penalties for breach of such Order. What 
the Order is for is not stated, but it may be assumed 
that it is to provide the Government with another 
means of punishing its political opponents. It is 
D.O.R.A. under a new guise, and will be used against 
the Workers’ Revolution. 
The same Bill gives the Government power to make 

such appointments, establish such officers, or do such 
things as appear to it n to carry out the 
Treaties. Commander Kenworthy moved an amend- 
ment to secure that representatives on the Council 
and Assembly of the of Nations must be 
made by Parliament, not by the Government. The 
amendment was defeated by 40 votes to 168. 

Clap-Trap. : 
J. F. Green, of the National Democratic Party, 

one of the loudest jingoes in the War, though he 
used to be called Peace and Arbitration Green“ 
once upon a time, opposed the amendment; he de- 
clared there might be something to be said for it 
before the War when there were three autocratic mil- 
itary powers in Europe, but now he pretended all the 
Governments are democratic and represent the people. 

Kenworthy (Lib.) and Tom Myers (Lab), divided 
the House against the Treaties’ Bill as a whole; 26 
members voted with them and 156 voted for the 
Bill. Some of the minority were Liberals; where 
was the Labur Party? ) 

Family Dies of Starvation. 
April 21st. A man and his wife died in Bermondsey 

Hospital on 4 18th, of monia,consequent on 
starvation. woman given birth to a 
still-born child the previous day. A child of four, 
also suffering from starvation, is still in the Hos- 

ital. Dr. Addison is making enquiries and the 
Government has been considering Poor Law Reform 
for several months past. 
The Agricultural Wages Board has fixed a minimum 

wage of 42/- a week for the greater part of England 
and Wales. In Essex the wage is 42/6 and a strike 
is anticipated. . 

Communists Get 6 Months under D. O. R. A. 
Two Swedes were sentenced in Leith to six months’ 

imprisonment under D. O. R. A., for being in posses- 
sion of pamphlets alleged to advocate Bolshevism. 
Neil MacLean (Lab.), pointed out that the Swedes 
knew nothing of D.O.R.A. and had. distributed none 
of the pamphlets; but the Home Secretary will not 
interfere with the sentence. 

Votes for Women. 
J. R. Clynes asked the Government to intervene 

to rescue the Labour Party Representation of the 
People Bill, which extends votes to women on the 
same terms as to men. The Committee to which the 
Bill was referred drop it on the nd that it 
had no chance of passing into law. Law said 
he had not had time to consider the question, but it 
was clear that the Government would refuse to act. 
More Government Money. for the Capitalists. 

April 22nd. Sir A. Boscawen reported that the 
Government Ras established a beet sugar farm at 
Kelham, near yy sap A private company has been 
‘000°081F Zutpua, Aq uvFeq quourusea0cy oy J, “peso; 
Tan coumadin anh leaks eek at a ed oe 
ons to the Government for £47,450. Then the 
Meigs re a a further £35,000 to provide gant 
ing capi original company then parted wi 
the property to the Home-grown Company. 
Ltd., and the Government will advance a further 
£250,000. The company cannot more than five 
322 on the capital till the rnment is re- 
paid. 

This is another example of job and bolstering 
up the capitalist system. Gorter, in his basis of Com- 
munism explains that the wealth produced by the 
workers is divided into three parts: A, the w 
the workers: B, the profits of the capitalist, on which 
he lives in luxury; C, the reserve fund of the cap- 

italist : but now we find the Government dipping into 
the workers’ part, B, to add to part C, in order that 
B may increase more rapidly. 

C. B. Stanton, the ex-miners’ agent, who defeated 
the Labour candidate at Merthyr, moved to increase 
the salaries of M.P.s. He said: I am appealing to 
the Government to be fair with us. Some of 
us have worked for them during the War, have stood 
by them, have been at and howled down by 
one-time comrades. e have suffered all these sac- 
rifices and humiliations and not even an O.B.E. 
come our way.“ 

Colonel John Ward, a fit 4 for Stanton. 
seconded the ples and asked who are wealthy” 

eir poorer brethren.” 

4 
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c. o. :s AND ARMED REVOLUTION. 
A lady delegate at the recent Independent Labour 

Party Conferenct made some scathing remarks about 
conscientious objectors who, du the 
War, refused to fight Prussian militarism, but who 
are now advocating armed revolution, and affiliation to 

the Third (Moscow) International. Owing to the Press 
giving due 3 to the statement, the lady’s 
sneers now form part of the stock-in-trade of anti- 
Communists for the purpose of discrediting proletar- 
ian, revolutionary propaganda, Such a method of 
attacking revolutionary principles shows to what 
lengths some persons are driven in order to defend 
their clinging to reaction and compromise. | 

The introduction of conscription for military ser- 
vice on March 2nd, 1916, brought to light the real 
antagonism that existed between the Government of 
this country and men who were ee to resist 
coercive measures to make them jers of the Crown 
for the purposes of Capitalistic Imperialism. 
The Press scribes worked up articles which brought 

discredit upon these men by making out that the 

conscientious objectors based their case on an inability 
to kill. Everything was done to hide their antagonism 
to the War. Every trick was adopted to make it 
appear that these anti-militarists were merely skin- 
savers. 

Now, if anybody is really in earnest in wanting 
to know how a reconciliation can be effected between 
the position of a man who adopts an attitude of anti- 
war under Capitalism, but who is prepared to advocate 
the seizure of arms for revolutionary pu „then 
let that person turn to the Manifesto of the Com- 
munist Party, by Karl Marx and Frederick Engels. 
For 72 years the Manifesto has been circulating round 
the stole proclaiming a revolutionary doctrine that 
will one day free the world. Meantime, proletarians 
have been studying it and acting on its teaching 

as far as possible. The European War gave these 
students their opportunity and, as far as conditions 
would allow, they showed a practical expression of the 
slogan: “‘Workers of the World, Unite.” 

In showing that solidarity, they came in for a good 
deal of abuse from those men and women who, up 
to August, 1914, had talked as though this country 
did not belong to the people who made it habitable, 
but who, after August 4th, 1914, suddenly discovered 
that the workers in this country ought to strain every 
nerve and make every sacrifice to—win the War! 

The situation is still unchanged. Those who showed 
solidarity in-a refusal to take part in a bloody con- 
flict for capitalistic Imperialism are endeavouring to 
link up with the movement that will overthrow the 
power of the war mongers. The workers in England 
must join hands with their brother workers in Russia, 
and they can do so openly and boldly, and only by 

their adherence to the Third iMocsow) Inter- 
national. Those, however, who prefer to shirk the 
real issue go on talking about blood, revolution, 
“‘atrocity,”’ in horrified terms, and „ by panic, 
to avert the inevitable. Hesitating at the moment of 
crisis in August, 1914, they have been floundering 
ever since. No wonder need be expressed at their 
using sneers and jibes age Nae whose one great 
fault, in their eyes, is that they fought the Imper- 
ialists of the country face to face as Karl Liebknecht, 
greatest of all anti-militarists, urged. The fight has 
been suspended on the one issue, Imperialism. 
It has yet to be fought, in this country, on the other 
issue, Socialism. ) 

SOLDIERS, WORKERS AND PEASANTS. 
This is a specimen of the 1 leaflets 
ave by the British Military Mission in 

ussia :-— | 

Do not believe the Bolsh All that they say is full 
of lies. They prove this themselves. Where is the peace 
in Russia which they — There is no peace in 
Russia. Where is the bread? of bread there is 
famine. Where is the promised freedom? Instead of 
that there is the oppression of the Soviets. With the 
exception of what is a small of the ulation in 
comparison with the whole of Russia, the w le ple is 
indignant at the yoke of the Bolsheviks who klar. seized 
power. The constant revolts of the peasants workmen 
— ap gen ae revolts are cruelly 
supp y the : mercenary troops of 
the Bolshevike—Letts and Chinese. But this is hidden 
from you because there is no truth amongst the Bolsheviks, 
neither have they any conscience. Do not believe that the 

to their side, this is not true. On the contrary one 
sincerely desiring law and order and honest is 
welcome. It is not true when they tell you that in the 

foreign — the — 2 fre pital on contrary is provision for 
all, and the Allies honestly desire to help in establishing a 
legal Government and in restoring law and order for which 

cy are giving arms and supplies. The Bolsheviks have 
power in a violent way and only by executions and 

3 do they succeed in keeping power in their hands. 
ut the ring closes ever closer and closer around these 

plunderers and scoundrels, and the hour of retribution 
comes ever shall peri ap hp aaa Those who take the sword 

— 
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THE COMMUNIST PARTY 
and Industrial Unionism. 

By C. ZINOVIEV | 
President of the Third International, 

Just out. . 
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coming weeks will 
Nottingham meeti 
Society once more into the control of the 
out of the control of a set 

INTERNATIONALE. 
Long in Her womb were you; 
Etna immured you, 
Gruesome inured you; 
Crude in Her gloom were you, 
Hell- glare matured you. 

Hail! She has hurled you out! 
Lo, now the Giant, 
Turbulent, pliant, 
Tumbling the world about, 
Stamping, defiant, 
Trumpetings stuttering, 

Rompingly growing, 
Pompously crowing, 
Thunderings muttering, 
Thrones overthrowing, 
Mice that are white at you, 
“ Whites,” and no error), 

ce and are rarer, 
Red when the sight of you 
Changes to Terror. 

Pandects you scramble through, 
Gallantries dancing, 
Cataphracts glancing, 
2 you trample through, 
Cavalries prancing. 

O, vast is the song of you ! 
Martyrdoms, doubtings, . 

rA 
of the member's income. 
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Rage in the throng of you, : | NDO 0-OPERATO 1 

yg eee AND THE — RNATIO 
Red „ hozannas be! The London First of May Demonstration 
Red in Her wf tn J gate Committee included in the May Day resolu- 
Hails She the fray-day, _ tion a motion of the W. S. F. sending . to 
Barefaced your banners be, the Third International and urging all labouf and 
Red be our May-da : Socialist o anisations to affiliate to it. 

* The resolution having been adopted and other 
Red as the Sea-of-Red business also disposed of, it was decided that no 
Rolled back before you, further delegate meetings would be 8 
Red as what tore you Nevertheless the co-operative societies af | 

fred induced the committee to call another delegate 
Crude when the tree-of- meeting in order they migat move the rejection of 
Crucified bore you | 4 passages core taped the Tre sey — 

Dark is the roufe to you ; ageing and. suctestied ih getting the references to 
Marks it rahe k not, the. Third International deleted. : a ae 
Homer can talk not, committee, on motion o 8. F., 

. seconded by the B. S. P., tructed to send out 
Mars-men are mute to you: : through the Press an u — pats to the ar Nel 
Lorn ye you talk not: to abstain from work On May Day, not only to 
Blood-kin the Bull of you, manifest their general solidarity with labour but 
1 hee ond ashes also by way of protest 2 intervention in 
ee "a * Soviet Russia and the attack by Allied capitalism 
N ight than yor } on the German Workers’ Revolution. : 

Son of your Mother. THOSE IDLE WORKERS! 
e The efficiency expert of a great Chi firm 

Ply in The Workery : : duced the tellawinn table te pedve to 2 
Gnome-king will ht you that they were un worked: — 
Mine-depths to dight you, Each year has .......... e ee 365 days. 
Sunrise on Mercury If you sleep 8 hours a day it equals ...... 122 days. 

Somewhere will smite you, „ * >, 243 days 
Bury those dead of yours ; If you rest 8 hours a day ....... muna ae — 

ee 1 | This leaves 121 day R w 8 you, ‘ PED treet e nero ener „„ 8. 

Raise up that h 1 of yours, There are 52 Sunday 52 days. 

Bare, to what made you. N This leaves eren 69 
M p. SHIEL. If you have Saturday half-holiday ...... 26 days 

——— —:. 1 co savss 4 days 
If you have 11 hours for lunch ............ days 

. ĩ ᷣͤ ß ³⁰˙¹˙ thapekccs 15 days. 
: Two wan .... . 14 days 

2 3 AHK A AE cndetess.o nnene 1 day. 
f is Tnis being Labour Day, no one works.. I day. 

= So you don’t work at all. 
Some other expert will now figure out that you 

| | owe the boss money. 

— 
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I have been awakened somewhat sternly from 
my spring dreaming by grave and reverend La- 
bour leaders, whose faces gaze reprovingly at 

me from Produce More’’ posters. I have seen 
the same stuff handed out in large teaspoonfuls 
at breakfast time by the Herald, and, in con- 
sequence, my conscience has smitten me hugely. 

The nation is in debt, and only by producing 
more can we save the Empire from bankruptcy. 
You will, of course, have heard this sort of news 
before, Henry, and you may smile somewhat 
noisily, but I ask you, are we to let our great 
and glorious Empire drift lethewards to the final 
and inevitable crash without hitching up our 
kecks and wading into more work? | 
The question is not to whom we owe the 
debt, It may be to Solly Joel and Barney Barn- 
ato; it may be to Pierpont Morgan; but the 
debt is there, and we cannot allow these million- 
aires to drift sadly towards the Workhouse. To 
work then, my merry men! 

In this sense, then, and being for the moment 
out of a job, I hied me to the place where from 

I used to draw the dole. I entered my name on 
several forms of different colours, and was told 
there were no vacancies at present, we are sorry 

to say, but call again on Monday. I called again 

on Monday, and was asked to take up a job as 
a farrier. I pointed out that farrying, or what- 
ever they call it, was not exactly in my line. 

The clerk looked quite aggrieved, but I had to 
point out somewhat sorrowfully that I had en- 

tered myself as a printer. He had another look 

down the list and asked whether I thought I 

could take on night-baking. I thought not. I 

am not expert at baking nights, and, anyway, it 

was news to me that nights were baked. 

The clerk looked at me suspiciously and told 
me that there was no occasion for humour. I 

pointed out that if night baking did not mean 
baking of nights, then I did not know English. 
He slammed the book sullenly and told me to 

call round again in the afternoon. 
1 felt annoyed. I was anxious to produce 

more, and help my beloved country out of a hole. 
J went to the nearest free library, and took up 
a home course on farriery, or whatever it is 
farriers do. After two solid hours at it, I re- 
freshed myself with a stale hot cross bun I had 
saved over from Good Friday, and washed it down 

at the fountain near the front entrance. Then 
I applied myself once more to the Employment 
Bureau, prepared to offer myself as a complete 

mNT1H2— 2 — — —— . — ~ — ne —— 

man's wages. 
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farrier, home made, almost as good as new. 
But the elerk turned me down. The position 

had been filled. Someone who really understood 
farriering had been satisfied perhaps. On the 
other hand, he may have sent a night-baker after 
the farrier’s job. One never knows these clerks. 
This one applied himself diligently to the list 
and at last unearthed a printer’s job, after sev- 
eral cross-references from printing, letterpress, to 
typography, applied, and back again. I danced 
out of the Exchange clutching a green card, or 
maybe an orange one. It is ult to keep up 
with these colours on cards and forms. 

I determined to do my duty with the least 
possible delay, so I jumped on a bus and dodged 
off again before the conductor came round for 
the fare. Five minutes walk brought me to the 
spot, and I was soon in the presence of one of 
our great men of ability, a captain of industry, 
who is engaged night and day producing health- 
ful literature for the young, dealing with the 
geographical aspect of Dead Man’s Gulch and 
the life history of Deadwood Dick. 

After the usual preliminaries, he asked me 
what wages I wanted. I suggested a pound a 
day. He laughed. He said we could discuss that 
point later. From my references he judged that 
I was a skilled man and he was not so niggardly 
as to quibble about giving a trained man a trained 

In fact, he encouraged them to 
increase output by paying a premium bonus. 

I said I was not used to piecework, and to 
tell the truth I was not exactly in love ‘with it. 
He said I should soon get accustomed to it, and 
I would perhaps be astonished at the amount a 
really skilled man could earn. 
If | am paid by the piece, then, I sug- 

gested, I can start when I like and leave off 
when I like?“ He laughed again, and said the 
firm had rules in regard to that. I told him 
I thought there should be two parties to make 
such rules. He said all his present workmen 
had apparently no objection to them. I said 
that the terms seemed all right and I’d take 
iton. I would start work at about 10 a.m., and 
if the afternoon were fine, I would take a trip 
into the country. I reckoned I would earn 
enough for my comfort. Also, I would not need 
to work overtime. I would take holidays occa- 
sionally, and would expect to be paid for them; 
all directors are. Further, I would 

But before I could go any further, I was 
suddenly dragged outside and told to go home. 
I don’t believe in the Work More’’ stunt now. 

. . pod Rerttament. ana soe 
Membership open to all Men and Women. Subscription Ad. per month, 4s. per annum. 

Write to the Secretary, 400, Old Ford Road, London, E.3. Telephone: East 1787. 

LONDON MEETINGS: OUTDOOR. 
Sunday, May 2nd, Osborn Street, Whitechapel, 11.45 a.m. 

J. Tochatti, Melvina Walker. 
Dock Gates, Poplar, 7.30p.m. David Ramsay, Melvina 
Walker. 

Frida eae J 7th, Manor Park Road, Harlesden, near 
* n Junction Station, 7.30 p.m. Melvina 
Walker and others. : 

Friday, April 30th and 7th, 400, Old Ford Road, 

OTHER ORGANISATIONS. 
East Lonpon Workers’ Couurrrrx. 

Sunday, May 2nd, Victoria Park, 12 (noon). Walter 
. Ponder and others. 

Thursday, May 6th, International Socialist Club, 28, East 
Road, City Road, 7.30 p.m. Business Meeting. 

Wattuamstow Leacue or Ricats. 
Thursday, May 27th, William Morris Hall, Somers Road, 

3 p.m. Mrs. Christy and others. 

————————————_————_—_—_—_— 

IMPORTANT. 
The Workers’ Dreadnought has now arranged 

for press telegrams from all countries. be 
„ WODREDNORT, 

W.S.F. WHIT MONDAY OUTING 
TO 

FEDERATION HOUSE 
George Lane, South Woodford. 

(Book to George Lane Station from Liverpool Street on 
the Ongar Line, or 10a "bus from the Monument down 

Whitechapel Road and Bow Road). 

ENTERTAINMENTS! - - MUSIC! 
Coine and enjoy yourselves and support the 

Movement. Bring all your friends, na apply 
for tickets early in order to assist the organisers. 

- g/- ' 

ee oe — 

a Poster. 
ent to show 
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OURSELVES. „ 1. A. MOTLER. Swansea tramway and “bus workers are de- 
manding £5 a week; Manchester tramway men 
are striking for 78/- a week, 400 shop assistants 
at John Lewis and Company’s great drapery 
shop are on strike for better conditions and the 
recognition of their union. Lancashire cotton 
operatives are preparing to strike for increased 
wages. Essex agricultural labourers have re- 
jected a 42/6 weekly minimum and demand 
50% Every week brings its new crop of 
strikes for some small increase in wages, some 
little temporary alleviation of the hard lot of 
the workers under the terrible pressure of the 
rising cost of living. : 

If the workers stand solidly together they win, 
as a result of each strike, some trifling wage con- 
cession of which they are almost immediately 
robbed by rising prices. When they make any 
demand larger than usual the employers put 
up a bigger fight and efforts are made to induce 
the workers to submit their demands to some 
sort of arbitration ; the ~resent fashion is to get 
up a commission of enquiry. 

The Court of Enquiry into the dockers’ claims 
has pronounced in favour of a daily wage of 
16/-, a registration scheme for dockers and 
their maintenance during unemployment, but 
all sorts of dangerous conditions regarding output 
are added. 
The miners’ experience of the Sankey Com. 

mission and its results should prove to us that 
the findings of such a court of enquiry are not 
necessarily carried into effect. But in the 
findings themselves we do not see cause for the 
rejoicing expressed by the Labour Party’s news 
service. e 16/- daily. wage will soon be no 
better than the present one, for prices continue 
and will continue rising. 

The registration of dockers may prove a dan- 
gerous snare. Already the Insurance Act has 
made easy the victimisation of active men in 
such trades as shipbuilding and engineering in- 
dustries, and has thus placed a heavy handicap 
on the workers’ committee movement, which 
grew so tremendously and wielded so great a 
power during the war. The registration of 
dockers will make possible a perfect system’ of 
blacklisting and victimisation of dockers. It 
will make it possible to place the man whg is 
an active trade unionist always at the bottom of 
the list. 
We do not believe that the recommendation 

to maintain dockers during unemployment will 
be carried out in any shape or form. But if 
anything in this direction is done the dockers 
will have to pay heavily for it in more ways than one 

These commissions of enquiry, by which it is 
sought to damp. down the class war, and about 
which certain labour leaders are so enthusiastic, 
make a heavy drain on the funds of the workers’ 
organisations. 

The Labour News Service says :— 
„Trade unions are finding their management 

funds insufficient for their needs. Big enquiries 
like the Coal Commission and the kers En- 
quiry demand money for the collection and presen- 
tation of evidence. All management and office ex- 
penses have risen considerably every day 
sees the appointment of new committees, etc., on 
which labour demands representation. For all 
these reasons it seems not improbable that in the 
near future there will be another general rise in 
subscriptions. Most unions raised their subscrip- 
tions during the war but not to any very great 
extent, and already some unions have found it 
necessary to put on special levies.“ 

Thus the workers are not only obliged to bear 
the cost of the capitalists and the capitalist 
Government on their shoulders, but the burden 
of a great labour bureaucracy engaged in tinker- 
ing with evils arising from the capitalist system, 
hangs like a mill-stone about their necks and is 
daily growing heavier. These costly sham en- 
quiries into conditions with which both the 
workers and employers are perfectly familiar. 
add to the load. | 

The workers, in their efforts to improve their 
lot by mere demands for higher wages and 
shorter hours, which they presently agree to 
lengthen by working overtime to add to their 
wages, are like the convict on the treadmill. 

There is only one way to secure permanent 
benefits to the workers; that is to abolish the 
capitalist system. 
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