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THE BASIS OF COMMUNISM. 
I, 

CAPITAL AND LABOUR. 

The world-war and the revolution that 

resulted from it, have clearly demonstrated 

that only one trend m the labour movement 

leads the workers to Communism. 

The right track has been found only by th: ex- 
treme left wmg of the Social-Democratic 
Parties, the Marxians. 

The principles of these latter are given here. 
The first duty of the revolutionary worker is 

that of learning to understand capitalist society 
Until he does that, he can not be truly revolu- 
tionary. | 

The Communist Party, in order to render the 
entire working class revolutionary in feeling, in 
thought, in will, and in deed, strives to give 
the clearest possible image of capitalist so- 
ciety as a whole. 

Capital constitutes the nature, the marrow of 
our community. We cannot understand any. 
thing about our community if we do not under- 
stand capital. 
What is capital, where does * capital come 

from, how does it come to exist? 
Capital is the accumulated sum total of wares 

or values, that is to say, of the raw materials, 
products, implements, etc., in the hands of the 
owning classes—which sum-total has _ the 
faculty of constantly increasing, of accumula- 
ting in the hands of those owning classes. 
How does capital originate? What causes ite 

constant increase ? 
It comes from the workers. Its accumulation 

is a result of labour. : 
Evegy day an exchange takes place between 

the worker and the capitalist. The worker gives 
his working-capacity to the capitalist, for the 
day, to make use of; the capitalist gives the 
worker a day's wage. From that exchange 
capital results. 

For that exchange is unequal. What the 
worker produces in a day exceeds by far the 
wage he gets. If the worker works from 6 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., at noontime he may already have 
produced a value equalling his wage. The rest of 
his labour he gives to the capitalist, without re- 
muneration. ‘There is a surplus, therefore, on 
the side of the capitalist. There is, there 
arises, there comes capital out of the willing 
hands of the worker into the hands of the capi- 
talist. Capital is unpaid labour. 
Though every worker feels this to be true, we 

will point out yet more clearly. 
This matter, which may not be absolutely 

clear in the case of one worker, working one day, 
is rendered perfectly obvious if we take the en- 
tire working class of an entire country or of a 
continent, or of the world, during a full year. 

Let us assume that the rectangular figure be- 
low represents production of the workers of an 
entire country, or of the world, for the capitalist 
class. 
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_ For a while the workers have these products 
in their hands. In the factory and the mine, on 
the railway and the ship, and in the field thev produce them with their hands, and with th 
tools of their hands. wosrlgnng 

This possession lasts only a moment. As soon as the paren is finished and shipped, they 
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of production, the capitalists. It is on ac- 
count of the private ownership-of the means of 
production that the workers cannot retain the 
product for a second beyond the time they spend 
in making it. After that, the capitalists are the 
absolute masters of the product. 
How do the capitalists dispose of it? 
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PRICE TWOPENCE. 

Money is the means of exchange that renders 
italist 

Money, like coal or wheat, is a labour- jety. 
pieduct (gold, silver, copper, etc.) used for the 
special purpose of facilitating the exchange. 

ere, again, of all the gold and silver the 
workers produce, no more than a small portion 
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“We already have our Percentage.” 

They divide it, largely speaking, into three 
arts. 

. To indicate these, we draw two lines in such 
a way as to get the pieces A B C. 

Piece A, the capitalist clags, gives back to 
the workers; of all the fuel, food, clothing, 
housing and furniture the working class brings 
forth for the benefit of all, for the capitalists, 
as well as for themselves, only this small por- 
tion comes back to them. They get but little of 
all the coal they produce, of all the iron, and a 
miserable share of all the wheat. This is part A, 
representing the working-wage. For, 
to point out, the workers do not get their wage 
in coal or food directly, but in the shape of 
money, for which they can buy food or coal. 
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comes back to them, which is likewise included, 
therefore, in piece A. 

From piece B, the capitalist class lives. That 
ion of the products which the workers pro- 

uce for it in a year represents furniture, 
housing, food, clothing, fuel, and luxury, Need- 
less to say, the capitalists live off this portion 
on a larger and ampler scale than the prole- 
tarians do off the portion which is left to them. 
Piece B is doubtless immense, and, as com 
to the number of people that must have a share 
in it, it far surpasses piece A of the proletarians. 
for not only the capitalists, the employers of 
the working hands, must live iece C, but 
their entire gang of followers also. The bankers, 
merchants, shipowners, landowners, the railway 
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magnates, the manufacturers, all those, in 
short, live off that piece who employ workers 
of any kind, whether those workers be clerks or 
dockers, sailors or miners, and with them the 
many whom the employers needs in order to 
maintain capitalist society. _ 

Off the bits of piece B, as thrown to them by 
the capitalists, live the princes, the judges, the 
officers, the ministers, the professors. The en- 
tire army, the fleet, the burocracy, the church, 
etc., ete. 

The State, therefore, lives to a large extent 
off piece B, and partly also off a considerable 
portion of piece A, which is wrung from the 
workers. It,is a well-known fact that the capi- 
talist class does not content itself with giving 
the workers a small wage, but that it even robs 
them of part of that wage by means of the 
taxes, which, in the capitalist countries, are 
heavily imposed on the labouring classes, espe- 
cially as indirect taxes. 

And the third piece, C; what does the capi- 
talist class do with it? 

The capitalists are too wise to use up their 
entire produce. Just as the landowners and 
the farmers every year do not sell all their 
wheat for consumption, but retain part of it 
as seed for the coming year, the capitalist re- 
serves a portion which he does: not consume, 
but which serves to enlarge his business, his 
mill, the next year. The reserves accumu- 
lated by all the enterprises of capitalism make 
(© a huge piece, and it increases every year. 
That lump of capital, which had issued from 
the hands of the workers, represents the new 
railways, the new steamers, the new machines, 
the new mines, the newly cultivated land, the 
new houses, and so on. Only a small portion of 
the total amount is consumed by workers and 
capitalists. Another, even greater portion, re. 
mains to serve in the following year for a new, 
increased production, on a higher scale. 

This is a clear and true image of our society 
The class of the wage-earners bringing forth out 
of the earth the entire wealth. The capitalist 
class appropriating that produce, living on it, 
on a grand scale, multiplying its capital to an 
extent that we will yet examine further on, and 
in exchange for years of toil, giving to the 
working class only a small share in its enormous 
produce. 

In exchange, did we say? 
Is it an exchange? Can we call it an ex 

change ? ) 
Closely considered, it proves to be not even 

that. 
That which the working class receives is part 

of what it actually produces, and for what the 
workers receive they must give even more in 
labour. The weekly wage the workers receive. 
the fuel, the food, and so on, which they get 
for the week, have just been given by them to 
the capitalists, and the workers get the wage 
back on Saturday night, only that they may be 
able to go back to work the next week, again to 
produce for the capitalist class more than they 
will get on the following Saturday. | 

If I give to some person a shilling, and from 
my own shilling he gives me back sixpence, this 
cannot be called an exchange, especially if that 
sixpence must serve only to enable me to earn 
another shilling, or even more, next day, to be 
given also to the same person who took the first 
shilling from me. , 

This is the basis of society as it is to-day, this 
so-called exchange; it is a basis so glaringly 
unjust, so outrageous, that no God or heaven 
can justify it. | 

Each day all the workers give to their capi- 
talists more than they receive, each day all the 
capitalists take away from their workers more 
than they return to them. Every year the capi. 
talists retain a large share of this profit made 
out of the workers, which portion they add to 
their old capital. Having thus obtained ever 
more capital, ever more raw material and means 
of production, they force the non-propertied 
workers, under ever increasing compulsion, to 
sell themselves to capital, to do whatever capi- 
tal requires of them. 

That all this should be allowed to go on as it 
does is due to private property, which came into 
existence centuries ago, and to this day is stilt 
extant. We can abstain from demonstrating 
how it came to be developed out of the common 
property, or what changes it underwent. This 
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has been done with full clearness elsewhere 
We need only mention it here. The main fact 
is evident for whosoever chooses to reflect. The 

» capitalists could never compel.the workers to 
the sham exchange, the workers would never 
submit to it, if the capitalists did not own’ the 
soil and the means of production, and if the 
workers were not devoid of all possessions. The 
man who owns no land or capital, must aat 
nevertheless; he needs clothes, and a roof over 
his head. He wants a wife and children. He 
owns nothing but his labour-power. So he sells 
that, his only possession. And the capitalist, 
taking advantage of the fact that the worker 
can produce in a day more than he actually 
needs, lets him work for twelve hours, and ap- 
proprintes all the produce that is not needed to 
keep the worker alive. It may, therefore, be 
taken for granted that the cause of this in- 
equality, this injustice, this poverty on the one 
hand, and oppulence on the other, lies in the 
private ownership of the means of production. 
All this can only disappear if the cause be 
abolished likewise. 
We must point out here that the inequality 

is steadily increasing, that the class antitheses 
are intensified each day. 

At. the time, as yet, when the implements 
were imperfectly developed, the worker was not 
able to produce much more than was needed to 
keep himself and his family alive. Considerably 
less clothing, food and fuel is produced with 
the manual tools than with the machine, the 
electric loom, the steam-plough, the sewing. 
machine and the eleetric drill. In the days of 
manual labour, therefore, the surplus for the 
capitalist was far smaller than it is to-day. 
Consequently, also, the inequality between the 
capitalist and the worker was smaller. 

As the power of the machines increased, how- 
ever, the worker's daily output began more 
and more to exceed his own needs. The value 
of the day’s produce has come ever more to sur- 
pass the value of the daily wage. Ever. more 
wealth has accumulated in the hands of the 
capitalists. In the 14th, 15th, and even 16th 
century, the exploitation of the worker by the 
capitalist was still such that the latter often 
lived in hardly better circumstances than his 
working-hands, whilst in most cases he was 
himself obfiged to.work just as hard as they. 
In the 16th century, and still more in the 17th 
century, the power'of the means of production 
increased; the workshops were gradually fitted 
out with better tools, and more workers were 
added, A division of labour led to a saving of 
time and produce. In England in the 18th cen- 
tury, a mill-owner was for the first time seen 
driving his own private carriage, a luxury 
which, up to that time, had been exclusively 
enjoyed by the land-owners, the gentry, the 
princes and the clergy. The 19th century, with 
its steam and electricity, witnessed a decrease 
in the hours needed by the worker to provide 

for his own ineeds, whereas the time during 
which he worked without payment increased at 
the same. terrific rate as did the power of the 

tools. 

The capital-power of our modern capitalists 
is enormous. The amount of unpaid labour the 
appropriate can be judged to some extent from 
the increase of the so-called national wealth in 
every capitalist country. ) 
The income tax records testify to the same. 

The well-known American financier Vanderlip 
says, that the capital invested in industrial 
-onterprises (limited companies) in the United 
States, in the course of six vears, before the — 
war, increased by 23 thousand millions. 

The inequality, therefore, is continually 
growing. New inventions and improvements in 
machinery are constantly being introduced. 
Less and less time is needed for the production 
of the worker's clothes, the worker's food, the 
worker's furniture, and the worker's fuel. Part 
A of our figure, therefore, is produced in an ever 
smaller period of time, whilst ever more time 
remains for the production of B and ©, No 
wonder that the so-called national wealth in- 
creases! No wonder that the millionaires of old 
have become milliardaires.. At the same rate, 
however, the antithesis between proletarian 
destitution and capitalistic wealth increases. 

Thus the existence of the class struggle can 
be seen and grasped at once, from our diagram. 

(To be continued. ) 

trading, has a corrupting tendency, 

CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES 
AND REVOLUTION. 

The Co-operative movement is a creation 
of petty bourgeois ideology. It is an at- 
tempt by sections of the working-class to 
mitigate some of the evils of Capitalism as 
they affect themselves, by entering into the 
fields of capitalist manufacture and _ trad- 
ing on their own account. 

Co-operative trading is capitalist trading, 
though a large number of small share- 
holders are involved, and both share capi- 
‘tal and dividends are limited. 

Co-operative trading, like all capitalist 
and 

creates in the workers engaged in it a 
bourgeois psychology and the employers’ 
spirit. Hence, it is not uncommon even to 
find cases of gross sweating by co-operative 
societies, and the general conditions of co- 
operative employees differ little from those 
of employees in similar private firms. 
As Co-operative trading is carried on within 
the capitalist system, and Co-operatives 
are compelled by their customers to 
sell- at the market rate, they could 
not remain solvent if they were 
to raise the conditions of their employees 
much above the general capitalist stand. 
ard. As a matter of fact, when profits be- 
yond the assigned limit for dividend are 
made, they are usually devoted, not to in- 
creasing wages, but to reducing prices, or 
extending the seope of the enterprise. 

The corrupting influence of co-operative 
Capitalism is shown by the fact that co- 
operative employees have found it necessary 
to band themselves together in a special 
organisation of their own, because the 
ordinary trade unions are reluctant to press 
co-operative committees to grant trade union 
conditions to their employees. The lock- 
out of members of the Amalgamated Union 
of Co-operative Employees by the Co-oper- 
atives last year is a striking instance of 
the kinship between capitalist and Co-oper- 
ative trading, Co-operative societies of 
producers, in which all the employees are 
partners in the enterprise and take an 
equal share of its profits, avoid many of 
the objectionable characteristics of Cap- 
italism, which are inevitably acquired when 
the enterprise is owned by consumers anid 
shareholders who do not work in _ but 
are the employers of the producers. Never- 
theless, even the producers’ co-operatives 
cannot avoid being modified by their 
capitalist environment, and must inevitably 
conform very largely to its conditions. 
Moreover, Co-operative trading by pro- 
ducers has a tendency to separate these 
producers from the mass of the proletariat, 
und to obscure their realisation of the 
class struggle. 

As the basis of co-operative trading and 
manufacture is capitalist, the co-operative 
societies tend to oppose the proletarian rev- 
olution. In Russia, the Co-operative Soc 
ieties took up an attitude of bitter oppos- 
ition to the Soviet power, and allowed them- 
selves to be used for counter-revolutionary 
ends by all sections of the bourgeoisie. 
When the Co-operative Bank was the only 
non-Soviet bank remaining, it allowed _ it- 
self to become a bulwark of counter- 
revolutionary forces. The Soviet Govern 
ment has striven to bring about the ab- 
sorbtion of the co-operatives into the gen- 
eral machinery of the Co-operative State, 
and to strip them of their power for evil. 

The Allied Governments recognised the 
counter-revolutionary tendency of the co- 
operatives when they offered to allow trad. 
ing through them, and hot through the 
Soviet Government. The representative of 
the Russian co-operatives in London are 
hostile to the Soviets. The intention of the 
Allies was to re-establish private trading 
in Russia, and to bolster up the power of 
the co-operatives in opposition to the 
Soviets. 

British co-operatives possess extensive 
productive and distributive machinery. If 
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a clash should arise between Capitalism 

and a reformist Labour Government, the 

co-operatives would probably use their ma- 
chinery in support of the Labour Govern- 

ment. But the Co-operatives would either 
act against, or, af the least, hold aloof from 

a Proletarian Revolution, until that Revolu- 
tion had certainly conquered the power of 

State, when the Co-operatives might possibly 

offer their seryices. to the revolutionary 
power in order to stave off their own ex- 

tinction. 
In a Communist society, the co-opera- 

tives, as they now exist, could have no more 

than a temporary place; all their share- 

holding dividend and private trading appar- 
atus must be swept away. The productive 
and distributive industries in which the 
co-operatives are concerned, must be car- 
ried on on the same lines as other Sac- 
ialised industries. The workers in the in- 
dustries now under the’ co-operatives must 
have, under Communism, the same workers’ 
control that apphes to workers in. other in- 
dustries. 
When the revolution comes, it is quite 

probable that the industries which have been 
seized from Capitalism, and are being car- 
ried on under a Soviet system of Workers’ 
Control, will prove much more trustworthy 
and efficient than the Co-operatives. 

In the meantime, the Communist Party 
should set to work to form Communist 
groups amongst the employees of the Co- . 
operative societies, and should strive to 
stimulate the class consciousness. of these 
workers and to awake in them the desire 
for Communism and Workers’ Control. 

H.S.P. 

ITALY. 
ssession of. Factories in Naples’ 

A demand of the operatives in the factories of 
Workers take 

Minao and Silvestro for a hundred per cent. in- 
crease in wages having been met by proposals of 
delay, the workers took possession of the factories, 
hoisted the red flags, expelled the managers and 
engineers, and continued work. The factories were 
immediately surrounded by loyal guards, but the 
workers fortified the entrances, and met all at- 
tempts to expel them by showers of stones and other 
missiles. Towards the evening the besiegers brought 
up machine-guns and 75’s, and bombarded the’ fac- 
tories for fifteen minutes, after which the workers 
hoisted the white flag, and were expelled. Four 
men were severely wounded. 

General Strike Declared. 
In protest against this serious conduct on 

tne part of the military, a general twenty-four 
hours’ strike was declared in Naples, and responded 
to almost with unanimity. 

A similar general strike took place three weeks 
ago in Naples, when two pickets in the strike of 
restaurant workers were wounded by the royal 
guard, and a more dramatic general strike at Milan 
at the beginning of March, when the guards fired 
on a demonstration in support of war victims. 

Milan Demonstrates Against Hungarian Terror. 
A tremendous crowd of more than 100,000 people 

marched in procession last week with music and 
banners to the public square of Milan to demonstrate 
against the White Terror in Hungary. 

Agricultural Strikes. 
A strike of agricultural workers was declared last 

week in the district of Brescia, and 30,000 farm 
hands have ceased work. 

Strikes of agricultural workers are also in pro- 
gress In the districts of Novara, Parma, Ferrara, 
and Alexandria., 

IRISH SOLIDARITY. 
The national strike of Irish workers announced 

by the Irish Trade Union Congress to force the re- 
lease of Irish, hunger-strikers is one of those exhi- 
bitions of solidarity which compel admiration. 
Nevertheless, we wish that the Trish industrial or- 
ganisations were able to do as much in the class 
struggle. 

, PENSION THE KING. 
On the King’s Balmoral, Birkhall, and Ahergeldie 

estates £3 a week has been refused to the gardeners 
and labourers. Why does not one of the Labour 
Members of Parliament introduce a Bill to super- 
annuate the King at the usual old-age pension’s 
rate?’ In that case he would think the pension very 
small if it were raised to £3 a week. 

THE FIRST OF MAY. 
French Socialists are preparing for a 24-hours 

strike on the first of May. © | 
lhe Amsterdam Sub-Bureau of the Third Inter- 

national has issued a call for a demonstration strike 
In support of Soviet Russia on the first of May. 
Bring this up in your branch. We will supply 
copies of the Amsterdam manifesto in return for a 
halfpenny stamp. 

TOWARDS THE COMMUNIST PARTY. 

TRADE UNIONS AND REVOLUTION. 
Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union—continued. 

The South Wales Miners’ Federation has 
made the abolition of Capitalism one of 
its registered objects, thus: rule 3:— 

(b) To secure the entire organisation of ali 
workers employed in and about the collieries situate 
in South Wales and Monmouthshire Coalfield, with 
a view to the complete abolition of Capitalism, and 
that membership of the Federation shall be a con- 
dition of employment. 

We have already referred to object 19, 
which aims at providing “an efficient class 
of men for the Mercantile Marine, and 
to see that all members of the Uniom are 
on board their ships at the time appointed, 
in a fit and proper condition, ready for 
work, and to provide funds for this pur- 
pose at the discretion of the L[xecutive 
Council. 

A resolution to delete object 19 should 
be moved at the first opportunity. 

The Exeeutive should be called on to 
report as to what funds it has spent in 
doing the employer’s work in conformity 
with this rule. | 

The Sailors’ and Firemens’ Union might 
substituto a clause like the miners for ob- 
ject 19, or it might adopt a clause on the 
following lines:— 

To secure the complete abolition of Capitalism 
and the substitution of Communism. 

To secure for the seafaring workers control of 
their industry as one of the departments of an 
Industrial Republic With a Soviet structure. 

To make membership of the Union a _ condition 
of employment. 

Strike Pay and the Executive. 
Rule vii. governs the conditions on which 

strike pay is paid. Section 2 of this rule 
states :— 

In any movement against a reduction of wages 
or an increase of hours not justified by events, or 
in any movement for obtaining a justifiable increase 
of wages, or a reduction of hours, the Union shall 
assist the members concerned in the conduct of 
such movements through the Executive Council. 

It shall then be the duty of the Executive Council 
to state the circumstances of the dispute to the 
branches of the Union, and the Executive Council 
may taka a vote of all the members at home able 
and willing to vote on the appeal of those mem- 
bers affected by the dispute. The voting shall be 
by ballot and shall be open for four successive 
days at the respective branch meeting places. The 
votes shall be returned to the Executive Council, 
submitted to a scrutiny, and counted. A majority 
of votes shall decide for or against the appeal and 
determine whether or not assistance shall be given 
to enable members to withhold their labour. 

In the first place, it should be noticed 
that the rule, expressly limits the grant of 
the Union’s aid to disputes concerning hours 
and wages. 

Secondly, the Executive has apparently 
the power to decide whether the dispute 
is justifiable, and only if it choose to con- 
siders it so, “it is the duty ”’ of the Exec- 
utive to submit the circumstances to the 
members. The Executive may then take 
uw vote of the membership. Notice that 
the expression 1s may not must. 

The workers on any vessel or in any, 
port should have the right to claim that 
their case be submitted to the other 
branches of the Union for decision. 

The following rules governing strike pay 
have been adopted by the Building Workers’ 
Industrial Union, and are worthy of 
notice:— 

A strike must be sanctioned by the branch or 
district committee before dispute pay can be ob- 
tained. The power to close a stryke shall be vested 
in the majority of the votes of the whole of the 
members. 

Whan a dispute occurs the Strike Committee must 
be elected by the members engaged in the dispute: 
such Strike Committee shall conduct the dispute 
in aecordance with the rules and regulations of 
the Union. 

It shall ba the duty of the Executive Committea 
to grant immediate benefit and support to mem- 
bers involved in any trade dispute for the purpose 
of defending and maintaining the accepted standard 
rate of pay, or recognised working conditions; but 
where any branch or district intends to apply for 
increased wages or better conditions, such branch 

or district shall supply the Executive Council with 

all the information; the Executive Council to sub- 
mit immediately the whole facts to the members, 
who shall endorse the ,movement before any benefit 
is granted. 

Members Should Control Negotiations and Policy. 
All important strikes and questions of 

policy should be made the subject of dele- 
gate conferences. There are only forty 
branches of this Union and delegates of the 
branches .(or from the ports) not merely 
from the seven. districts, should attend these 
conferences. 
An important rule of the South Wales 

Miners’ Federation states:— 
If .at any time any circumstances arise which 

are likely to endanger the interests of the Feder- 
ation or its members, either industrially or politic- 
ally, or if any question on which the rules are silent 
calls for determination or decision, a special con- 
ference shall be convened to decide the policy which 
the Federation shall pursue. 

The South Wales Miners’ Federation also 
gives to the annual or special delegate con- 
erence, instead of to the Executive, the 

wer to decide whether a ballot vote shall 
taken. . 

It is well known that the South Wales 
Miners’ delegates have no power to close 
strikes or make ge decisions in im- 
portant negotiations without} reporting back 
to the delegate conferénce. 

This rule should obtain in every Union 
and resolutions to this effect should be 
tabled for the next conference by those 
who wish to give the seamen and firemen 
an effective voice in the management of 
their Union. 

(To be continued. ) 

UNITED VEHICLE WORKERS. 
Rank and File Movement. 

Meeting, Tuesaday, April 6th, well attended. Discussion 
took place on the paltry award to the Tram Workers, their 
wage even now being only 12/6 per day as against the 
Dockers 16/-. What an object lesson on the absolute 
futility of the Joint Indu Councils under the Whitley 
Scheme, to which the Tram Workers se Busmen 
have refused to join a Joint Industrial Council and prefer 
direct negotiation. Good luck to them. | 

The following resolution was carried unanimously, 
“That the Secretary be instructed to into touch wi 
the rebel element among the Tram ers at Manchester, 
Oldham, Huddersfield, Bradford and Birming write 
them on the work of our Rank and File Movement in 
London, and suggest they form local Vigi Committees 
to watch the Officials, and work for Mass Soli for 
Action a membership, and that they link up with 
the London Movement in its work in revolutionising and 
democratising the constitution of the Union.” 

Brother Bonfrere, in speaking 

as so many resolutions mean, but 
getting the facts in front of the members. He warned the 
membership to beware of potential leaders 

and instanced 

to this, said he, hoped | 
this did not mean whitewashing the Ceiling of Hyde Park 

that ft meant 

with 
the present “ Direct so 
who had gone wonky. Of course, Parliamentarians never 
go wonky. | | | 

The manner in which Robert Williams cond the 
Tram Negotiations was severely criticised by rs who 

relimi enda for the fort 
eeting of the Union ran to two thi plumes 

consisted of some thousands of ww. The 
ople who tied the members up in an ami 

Rulebook, to which the members never od, 
find their Official Smartness 

Annual 

on 
It also transpires that London will swamp the delegate 
meeting in point of number of and this can 
only be altered by a decision two-thirds of the 
membership. More Cleverness. You cannot fool all the 

e time. | people all 

Explains in simple language what the Soviets have done 
in Russia, and swaa: do here: gives plan of Soviet structure 
that all may understand. . : 

Price $d, each, 100 for 2/9. 
EEE 

Communism and the Family, by Alexandra Kolontay 
Russian Soviet Commissary for Social Welfare. 

Price FOURPENCE. 

Published by the Workers’ Soctatist Feperation, 
400, O_p Forp Roan, E. 3. 
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HENDERSON ON INTERNATIONALISM. 
It is very interesting (though also disgust- 

ing) to find ‘‘comrade’’ Henderson, ex-member 
of the War Cabinet, coming forth as an expo- 
nent of what the Socialist International should 
be. He speaks of a ‘‘definite Socialist objec- 
tive,’’ which, he says, is to be that of the forth- 
coming Second International Conference at 
Geneva. 7 
We ask Henderson whether he now declares 

himself a Socialist of any kind; whether he 
subscribes to the principle that capitalism 
must be abolished and the entire sources and 
machinery of production, distribution, and ex- 
change must be vested in the community? Let 
his answer on that point be the first test of his 
sincerity, though in the case of a man with a re- 
cord like his, no mere verbal test can be con- 
clusive. The Daily Herald protests: ‘‘We do 
not want any heresy-hunting or exclusiveness 
on the basis of the past views or activities of 
individuals or sections during the war.’ 

It says this because it wants to keep Hender. 
son within the Herald fold. Friendship with 
him has proved too good an asset in securing 
support from the Trade Unions to be dropped, 
although the policy of Henderson is very far 
removed from the Herald pacificism. 
But the circle of the Daily Herald’s readers 

and supporters is not the Third International. 
The Herald may, if it chooses, take ‘‘let them 
all come and buy our newspaper’’ asits motto.. 
In its pursuit of a varied circulation, it may’ 
make itself a hotch-potch of conflicting policies ; 
but such a policy cannot be followed by those 
who desire to mould a coherent body of opinion 
and to change the structure of society. The 
Herald’s disclaimour of ‘‘heresy-hunting’’ is 

the white-washiing of the social 
traitors who, during the past six years, have 
worked in close alliance with the capitalists 
against the workers. 

Foremost amongst these is Arthur Hender- 
son. It is not surprising that he should be 
opposed to joining the Third International. 
Was he not a member of the War Cabinet when 
the Intervention in Russia started? Was he 
not sent by Lloyd George’s Government to take 
the place of the British representative in Petro- 
aig Sir George Buchanan, and did he not 
return, leaving Sir George Buchanan in office, 
because Sir George Buchanan's policy exactly 
coincided with his own? And even when he 
left the War Cabinet; did not Henderson urge 
that Labour should remain in the coalition, and 
maintain the political truce? 

Arthur Henderson's influence in the Second 
International has been a sinister one; he has 
used the power of the British Labour Party's 
great purse to corrupt the Second Interna- 
tional to the service of the capitalist govern- 
ments. 

Jean Lonquet, in Le Populaire of April 5th, 
recorded that in the old days the representa- 
tives of the big British e Unions went to 
an International Congress as though to ‘‘a vast 
picnic,’’ and were wholly inattentive, even to 
the most passionate debates. But the present 
directors of the Labour Party, and especially 
Arthur Henderson, have changed all that; and 
although perhaps the British delegates mav still 
contribute but poorly to the speeches, the finan- 
cial contribution of the Labour Party has lately 
been most substantial. Says Longuet: .‘‘For 
the Berne Conference, and for the reunions of 
Amsterdam and Lucerne much of the expenses 
were borne by the Labour Party, which made 
itself responsible for a large part of the cost 
weg International Socialist Bureau could 
not bear. : 
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And how has the British Labour Party Ex- 
ecutive, under the direction of Henderson, 
used ite great power? We remember the 
Inter-Allied Labour and Socialist Conference 
in London, in which the British Labour Party 
had arranged for itself an absolute majority of 
votes over all other ies and Kerensky, the 
traitor, was there on the invitation of the 
Labour Party. That conference set the hall 
mark of its assent on the Allied attack on 
Soviet Russia. It pledged itself to support 
the Allied Governments in a fight to a finish 
against the Central Empires. It adopted 
President Wilson's fourteen points as its own 
policy. It again flouted the Socialists of the 
Central Empires and declared against further 
efforts to convene the International. 
When the Second International met at Berne 

in January, 1919, it developed from the basis 
outlined by the Inter-Allied Conference in Lon- 
don; it declared against the Russian Com- 
muniste and for bourgeois democracy as op- 
posed to the proletarian dictatorship ; it pledged 
its support to the capitalist League of Nations 
and produced a programme of International 
Labour Legislation of so luke-warm a character 
that the Allied Governments have accepted it 
practically as it stood. 

In all the reformist doings of the Second 
International Henderson has been one of the 
dominant figures; his policy is even more re- 
actionary at home. The suggestion that there 
is room for such policies as his in the Third 
International is manifestly absurd; yet the 
Daily Herald is p ed to welcome him there 
and Clifford Allen, one of the new members of 
the I1.L.P. Executive, is begging Henderson 
to f° with his colleagues to Russia and then 
with the full facts in his possession to ‘‘come 
back and summon the new International.’’ 
We can only say that Allan appears to us. 

to be playing with politics when he writes thus. | 
The Second International is on its death-bed ; 

there is now a scramble for official positions in 
a new International. But to some people the 
Third does not yet look quite comfortable or 
safe; hence they are trying their hands at re- 
construction. 

As even the Herald admits, Henderson de- 
liberately misrepresents the facts regarding the 
two Internationals, and in nothing more than 
in regard to the Italian parties. He declares 
that the Italian Socialist Party has not found 
unity or salvation in the Maximilist Kremlin.’’ 
But he must surely be aware that there is very 
much more unity of purpose in the Italian 
Party than in the British Labour Party, and 
that Modigliani, Lazzari and Turati represent 
minorities which are growing smaller. He also 
knows that it was when Lazzari was secretary 
of the Italian Socialist Party that that Party 
broke away trom the Second International and 
that Lazzari was in whole-hearted agreement 
with the step. Henderson tells us that Italy 
is represented at the Second’ International bv 
the Party of Bissolati; he cannot be ignorant of 
the fact that the Italian Reformists are a mere 
small group of reactionary hangers-on of the 
capitalist Government, and that they cannot be 
called the party of Bissolati. 

E. Syivia PaNnKHURST. 

JACK MILLS, M.-P. 
The Labour Party victory at Dartford by the 

enormous vote of 13,610 to 4,562 for the candi- 
date who came next on the poll, shows that the 
workers are turning away from the old capitalist 
Parties. 

It is specially interesting to notice that Jack 
Mills was not an official trade union candidate 
and that the campaign was started with only 
enough money to nominate him, but in three 
weeks over £600 was raised in workshop and 
trade union branch collections. We wish we 
could say that his big vote wags unmistakably 
cast for Socialism, but we cannot. 

Mills told the Daily Herald that he won 
because he ‘fought on the straight Socialist 
programme with no camouflage.’’ Then he 
went on to explain :— 

‘The chief point of my campaign was publio 
ownership of mines and the ‘‘key’’ industries 
with democratic control. . . I also stressed 
the Labour Party’s policy of taxation to relieve 
a from the cruel burden of taxes 
on 

' largel 
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At the risk of seeming churlish towards a 
candidate flushed with victory after putting up 
so energetic a fight, we cannot aleain from 
pointing out that the nationalisation of key 
industries and the taxation of capital are not 
Socialism; Socialism entails the complete 
abolition of capitalism and the Socialisation ot 
all industries. Under Socialism there will be 
no capitalists to tax. 

= 

THE MOTHERS COMPLAIN 
The four pound loaf now costs from 1/- to 1/2. 

Working-class mothers are finding the increased 
cost a tremendous burden; they complain that 
the task of making both ends meet is becom- 
ing altogether too difficult for them. 

Of course it is; and there will be no relief 
until the workers step in and end the capitalist 
system. Every worki woman should 
realise that and make up her mind to take her 
part in the struggle. She can begin by trying 
to organise a Soviet in her own street. 

THE GERMAN SITUATION. 
There is aot much doubt that the Allied 

Capitalist Governments were agreed that if 
the Germans could not put down the Com- 
munist workers the Allies would march in 
and do it. The French occupation had been 
in p 8 some days before the British 
made a aomplaint. en Lloyd George pro- 
tested and was attacked by the Northcliffe 
Press for so doing. There are various 
schools of thought amongst Capitalist ae 
iticians, and though they may forget their 
differences when . Labour threatens, they 
squabble briskly enough at other times. The 
present disagreement between Lloyd — 
and the Northcliffe faction is, we think, 

make believe and very superficial. 
The Times says Lloyd George’s protest to 
France arose because fre had been spending 
Easter with the Liberal Quaker, Rowntree, 
but we think it much more likely that he 
was influenced by British coalowners and 
manufacturers anxious to guard against the 

sibility of France gaining a permanent 
old. on tha@ coal in the Ruhr Valley. Cap- 

italist diplomacy has two guiding motives: 
the contest for raw materials and _ trading 
opportunities and the determination to 
maintain the Capitalist system against the 
workers. 

Much horror is being worked up because 
the Franch Army of Occupation is mainl 
manned by African troops; but the Fren 
have been using black troops all along in 
the occupied territories.of Germany—we saw 
— — last peg the stories 
of rape — are only now bein 
told. Why is this d ‘ 
We must guard against the tendency to 

let our imaginations run riot umder the 
influence of raee prejudice on this question, 
yet undoubtedly the women of the districts 
concerned are victimised to a certain ex- 
tent, and this is also the case where Euro- 
pean troops are in occupation. 

The story that the mayors of the occupied 
towns are called on to supply brothels for 
the use of the occupying troops,, to furnish 
them, and to provide fuel for them is un- 
doubtedly true, and during last winter, when 
German families could not get fuel, the 
order that thérd should be fuel for, burning 
in the brothels both day and night was a 
burning grievance. | 
_ There seems no doubt that the Reds have 
been overwhelmed in the Ruhr area, but 
the Workmen’s Councils seem to be getti 
the upper hand in the Saxony, Halle an 
Middle Germany. 

The Revolution will assuredly rise again 
before long. 

The Dombrowa miners and other Polish 
workers, who struck ayainst the militarisa- 
tion of the railways and other public ser- 
vices, were ordered back to work by their 
Trade Unions and by the reactionary Polish 
Socialist Party; but led by the Communist 
Party, they stood firm, and compelled the- 
Government to withdraw its proposal. 
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ROSA LUXEMBURG AND LEO YOGICHES. 
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From Personal Memories. By I. MARCHLEVSKI (Karski). 
Part II. 

In the year 1897, after passing through the 
University, Rosa Luxemburg resolved to go to 
Germany; to acquire the possibility of public 
influence she went through a form of marriage 
with one of the sons of Doctor Liibeck, thus 

acquiring a German naturalisation. She 

worked among the Polish workers in Posen and 

Silesia, and at the same time wrote for German 
papers, and the theoretical party-organ, Neue 
Zeit. 1 had gone to Germany a year before, 
and worked in Dresden on an organ whose 
editor was Parvus. But in the year 1898 we 
were both turned out of Saxony, and Rosa 
Luxemburg was mentioned to the editor of the 
Dresdener Zeitung. She could not, however, 
adapt herself there, and soon began to collabo- 

rate on the Leipeiger Volkszeitung, whose 
editor was Schénang, the best German journal- 

‘st of the time. After his death she edited 
this organ for some time. 

A crisis was then beginning in the German 
labour movement: Bernstein made himself 
heard, and Revisionism began to spread. Rosa 
Luxemburg threw herself into the polemics of 
it, and her brilliant articles helped to define 
the tactical line. Soon the question of tactics 
was on the tapis for all Europe: the question of 
the participation by Socialists in Bourgeois 
Governments (the so-called ‘‘Millerandism’’) 
arose. And there began everywhere a sharp 
Lattle between the Reformist and the Revolu- 
tionary tendency. In this battle the dialetical 
and polemical talent of Rosa Luxemburg made 
itself felt in all its power: she soon became 
one of the most prominent champions of the 
Revolutionary tendency. The Polish Socialist 
Party appointed her a member of the Inter- 
national Bureau, and she since then uninterrup- 
tedly carried on the fight for revolutionary 
ideas in the widest sense. Here, again, her 
inseparable collaborator was Jogiches. It is 
well known to Rosa’s intimates that she handed 
over to the printer no single polemical or pro- 
gramme article before submitting it,to his 
inspection. 

At the same time neither of the two comrades 
interrupted their work for the Polish move- 
ment. The abode of Rosa Luxemburg in 
kriedenau (a suburb of Berlin) was the centre 
toward which the comrades coming from War- 
saw betook themselves to debate on all ques- 
tion that arose; thither, too, went Comrade 
Jogiches, in whose hands were collected the 
threads which connected the party in Poland 
with the comrades who, in the Emigration, 
worked for the Party. 

So passed in continual battle for revolu- 
tionary ideas the years 1877-1905. In this 
fight Rosa Luxemburg rendered ever-memor- 
able services to the proletariat, never departing 
a step from the express lines of revolutionary 
Marxism. It is characteristic of her person- 
ality that, in spite of the complete ruthlessness, 
and sometimes even excessive zeal of her pole- 
mics, her opponents (among whom were Jean 
Jaurés and Bebel) exhibited toward her, not 
only reverence, but even love. She lived at 
that time in close friendship, too, with Kar! 
Kautsky, upon whom in those years she exer- 
cised great influence, urging him forward when 
he showed opportunist leanings. 3 

There broke out the Russian Revolution of 
1905-1906, and the Polish proletariat proved 
itself in the death-struggle a_ reliable ally. 
Comrade Jogiches hastened to Warsaw. 
Thither, too, Rosa was urged. In vain we all 
declared that she must remain in Berlin, as we 
all needed her scientific work, for which in 
Poland she would not be able to find suitable 
condition. In spite of our categorical prohibi- 
tion she arrived one fine morning with a Ger- 
man passport in Warsaw. Tyszka—Jogiches 
had now adopted this pseudonysm—was angry, 
but Rosa declared that he must accommodate, 
himself to the fact that she was not, at any 
cg going to abandon her post; and she began 
t6 work on our journal. 

But it did not last long: a couple of weeks 
later she \fell into the hands of the Ochranka 
(Russian political secret police), who soon put 
her under lock and key. Happily, about that 
time there began, even within the political 

secret police, a process of disintegration. By 
the threat that our fighting organisation would 
avenge himself grimly for Rosa on_ the 
‘‘Ochranka,’’ and by bribes, we managed to 
secure her freedom on bail; and soon thereupon 
the comrades sent her back abroad; she pro- 
tested, but this time we were firm. 

At the same time as she, T'yszka, too, fell 
into the pit. He employed the whole time in 
a brilliant activity. Thanks to him, our journal 
was excellently conducted. He introduced a 
severe order into the editorship, which was 
carried on in a secret house in the centre of the 
town. According to his custom, he himself 
did not write, but not only every article, but 
almost every par., was written by his direction, 
‘‘in order that our whole number, from begin- 
ning to end, might be, as it were, poured out of 
a single crucible’’; and not a single line went to 
the printers that he had not carefully inspected. 
He kept his collaborators under strict discipline, 
und allowed neither weariness nor moods to 
count. ‘‘One must work, that is all’’; and, 
as we saw him indefatigable from morning till 
evening, all permitted themselves to be carried 
away by this excellently organised work. It 
was not only the literary side which he sharply 
saw to; he neglected nothing in respect of the 
compositors and craftsmen either. God help 
unyone who had not used the type for a par. 
which had been prescribed on the manuscript. 
J.ook out if a number of the paper did not em- 
body all the rules of the printer’s art! And 
loose work in the distribution was an unforgiv- 
able crime. The unhappy craftsman had to 
hear reproaches even after a month when once 
five ordered copies arrived late at a certain 
place. 
He remembered everything, saw to every- 

thing. And yet outside of the work of editing 
he was carrying on an immense work of organi- 
sation: he knew minutely the whole progress 
of the party-work, and followed all unweariedly. 
But this work did not rob him of a wide out- 
look; in all questions of tactics he distinguished 
himself by an eminent dominance and largeness 
of vision. « 
He was arrested at the same time as Rosa 

Luxemburg in February, 1906, was recognised, 
was arraigned and condemned to eight years in 
the House of Correction. But in February, 
1907, the comrades managed to accomplish his 
escape from prison. This had been organised 
bv Comrade Ganetzki: the warder was bribed, 
a suit of clothes was procured for Tyszka, and 
he was got out. 1 remember that he came 
straight from the prison to the office, where he 
had to remain several days, until we could 
manage to find him a safer dwelling. All was 
not going so well with the editing : his collabora- 
tors were nearly all in prison; it was ever more 
difficult to keep the printing going; and our 
paper was already no longer so elegant as 
formerly. Tyszka, to begin with, asked for all 
the past numbers, looked through them, and 
fell into a rage: a mass of printers’ errors! I 
pointed out that the corrector had had to do his 
work, now sitting by the machine, and now in 
prison. But that was not convincing to Tvszka. 
‘A head and two hands are needed to make the 
corrections; so long as the head is on the 
shoulders, and the hand can hold a pencil, it 
is all one where the man works.’’ In fact, 
Tyskza was able to work in that way. He sat 
down and wrote over-night a set of instructions, 
which seemed to him necessary to mend 
matters. 

After he had successfully passed the frontiers 
—I remember that a revolutionary officer took 
him in a carriage to the frontier—Tyszka 
at once turned to work. 

(Tc be continued.) 
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PARLIAMENT AS WE SEE IT. 
Disabled Nurses. 
oi sages was asked about the nurses injured 
in the war, for whom ‘the Nation’s Fund for 
Nurses’’ is being organised. ly was that 
the War Office is not responsible for nurses em- 
ployed 2’ the British Red Cross or other organisa- 
tions. That is the usual thing under capitalism : 
only the people who have got money invested are 
safe. It is no use getting excited about one of 
these <injustices, and it is like carryimg water In a 
sievé to try to remedy them. The system must 
be changed. 

Still in Russia. 
It was promised that the British military forces 

would be withdrawn from South Russia and Siberia 
by March 3lst, but the Government admitted they 
are still there. 
Special Constables. -- For What? 

Mr. Shortt admitted that the reserves of special 
constables are being strengthened and that special 
ge 2 to ex-service men are being made to join 
this force. Why are more police wanted? To 
look after the workers? 

Jerry-Bullding by Government Order. | 
_ Day by day it is revealed that the Government 
is ———, the local authorities to make the 
houses they are building for the workers cheap and 
therefore nasty. On March 29th Dr. Addison ad- 
mitted he had ordered that first-rate building 
materials must not be used. On March 30th it 
came out that the Scottish Local Government Board 
insists that ceilings shall not be more than 8&ft. 
6in. high on the ground floor and 8ft. high upstairs. 
Many stonemastons are out of work in Dumfries. 
Nevertheless, ths Government does not allow Scot- 
tish local authorities to build stone houses unless 
the cost of building in stone ‘‘is reasonable in com- 
parison with the cost of brick.’’ But Mr. Work- 
man has not yet realised that capitalist Govern- 
ments rate his importance very low. 

Health Ministry and C.W.S. ; 
Maron 3lat.—The National Health Insurance 

Commissioners have refused to allow the National 
Union of Boot and Shoe Operatives’ approved 
section to invest moneys in the erative Whole- 
sale Society. Dr. Addison refu to reconsider 
the decision. 

That Jolly Wart 
4,000 discharged soldiers und sailors are in public 

lunatic asylums. The Government has ‘‘no inten- 
tion’”’ of providing other accommodation for them. 

Landiords on the Make. 
A Liverpool re in 1916 rented premises at £315 

a year and laid down concrete foundations. ~The 
rent has gone steadily up and will be £1,600 in 
September. Small shopkeepers are being held up 
to ransome. 

These are natural effects of the capitalist system. 
There are 102 D.O.R.A. prisoners interned in 

British prisons. 

M.P.s Arrested, 
The aker informed the House that he had 

received letters notifying the arrest under D.O.R.A. 
i of three Irish M.P 

from tuberculosis has been An ex-soldier sufferi 
five months in Barnstable Workhouse in spite of 
cope 06 the Pensions Ministry. _ 

alaries at the Ministry of Munitions amount to 
£29,983 per weeks 

The U.S. Navy. 
Walter Long, First Lord of the Admiralty, said 

that whereas the estimates for the U.S. ote @x- 
ceed those of Britain by £1,000,000, at rate 
of exchange; at current rate they amount to 
£44,000,000 more than the British. The British 
Naval personnel is 136,000, falling to 131,000 at 
the end of the year, whilst the American is approxi- 
ge 147,000, and will be 177,000 by the end of 

@ year. 
Presently the British Capitalist-Imperialists will 

raise the cry: ‘Increase the Navy.’’ nly Com- 
munism can save us from another capitalist war. 
Speed the Workers’ Revolution. | 

Will Thorne Wants Anti-Soviet Propaganda. 
Will Thorne called attention to the Soviet train 

called ‘‘Lenin’s car’’ which circulated half a million 
roubles’ worth of books, papers and pamphlets, 
150,000 free proclamations and reports, 1,500 posters 
and with which went 60 lecturers, whose lectures 
were attended by 100,000 workers, nis and 
soldiers. Similar trains are being prepared for all 
parts of Russia 

Will Thorne (Lab.) wanted the British Govern- 
mont te cranaice a Sesilas yore nda to tell the 
people ‘‘tJ rue ition’ a Socialism 
means op that they will ke able te” Mest 
between Bolshevism, Communism and Syndicalism.”’ 
Thorne knows very well that no canitalist Govern- 
ment will ever tell the le what Socialism means. 
He was merelv ee the Government to a cam- 

° 

paign of anti-Socialist lying. Thorne was the pup 
of Karl Marx’s daughter, Eleanor Yet he has 
failed to master the essential fact of the class war. 
Bonar Law said the Government would use quieter 
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Capitalism and The Counter-Revolution, by 
J. T. Walton Newbold, M.A. A Marxist examination of 
important issues of immediate and practical significance 
~~ have‘ been ape too little attention by the revo- 
utionary elements in this country. 

r Patus 88, oat fede sid. 
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THE TWO INTERNATIONALS. 
A Communication from the Amsterdam Sub-Bureau of the Third International 

Dear Comrades: Comrade Johnson, secretary of 
the Independent Labour Party of Great Britain, had 
kindly sent us the copy of a letter addressed by the 
1.L.P. to the Swiss Socialist Party (P.5.5.). In this 
letter to the P.S.S. is invited to take the _ initiative 
for the organising in Switzerland of a conference 
of the several Socialist Parties, where the basis 
would be laid of the so-called ‘“‘re-construction” of 
the International. 

As the Labour Leader of March 4th’ observes, the 
majority obtained at the Strassburg Conference by 
the Longuet resolution necessitates such a confer- 
ence. Now that most of the parties, of Central and 
Western Europe have left the Second International 
without deciding for Moscow, it seems that the 
formation of a new organism of a block of the parties 
hesitating between the old and the new tendencies, 
the formuias of the past and those of the future, is 
no longer to be avoided. 
What is the character of this block likely to be? 

What, from a Communist point of view, is to be 
hoped for from the principal parties interested in 
its formation?. The utter political weakness, the ab- 
solute lack of revolutionary firmness displayed by 
the majority of the leaders of the German Independ- 
ant Socialist Party, Longuet’s violent attacks on 
the Communist International at the Strassburg Con- 
gress, together with the inability or disinclination of 
the French Centrists to understand the world revolu- 
tion as the unavoidable consequence of the World 
War, and at the same time as a process which may 

more or iess directed and hastened by the con- 
scious will of a proletarian vanguard; these are, to 
mention only the three principal parties destined 
to form the neuclus of a “‘reconstructed’’ Interna- 
tional, so many signs that the organism expected to 
be born from the conference which the I.L.P. pro 

s to the P.S.S., would only serve to sanction 
in a general way the feeble, ambiguous and vacil- 
lating policy pursued by men like Crispien, Hilferd- 
ing, Pressemane, Macdonald and Snowden, after 
the War as before. The attempts of these parties, 
either to demand from Moscow ‘‘guarantees’’ for the 
admission of compromised leaders, and of deeds es- 
sentially hostile to Communist methods, or to form 
a new intermediary block between the Second and 
Third International, can have no other result but 
to weaken, to clog and hinder revolutionary action 
in the proletarian masses, and thus to hold back 
the formation of the Soviet system and the estab- 
lishing of the dictatorship of the proletariat in 
Europe and in America. 
The very terms of Comrade Johnson’s letter to 

the P.S.5. are evidence that the basis of interna- 
tional Socialist unity, as contemplated by the I1.L.P., 
have nothing whatever in common with the princi- 
ples of unity land down by the First Congress of 

the Communist International, held at Moscow in 

1919, 

The letter mentions the possibility of constituting 

anew one single International, whilst allowing the 

most complete autonomy in the matter of liberty 

of action and of tactics for every individual country. 

‘This evidently means that the double dealings which 

have led to the disaster in which the Second Inter- 
national was wrecked, will be consciously, advisedly 
adopted as a new starting-point, and that the terrfhe 
catastrophe of the World War would have been of 
no benefit whatever to the proletariat. Each and 
every national party would be free to wage the war 
against its Capitalism and its ruling class in its own 
way, or even to substitute to the war the collabora 
tion of the classes; the disciplined and centralised 
action of the workers of all countries, the interna- 
tional unity of tactics absolutely necessary in the 
Imperialist era would, from the beginning, be. re- 
pudiated by the charter of the reconstructed Inter- 
national, and it is supposed that the Communist 
Parties will fall into this trap. : 
Comrade Johnson's letter says, further, that the’ 

new International will be able to embrace all the 
parties accepting as the principal basis of Socialism 
the collective ownership and use of the land and of 
the principal instruments of labour; in such a way 
the exploitation of the public services, as of industry 
in general, and of all that concerns the public wealth, 
falls to the State or to the Municipality, in order 
to increase the prosperity and the happiness of all 
citizens. ‘This definition of the basis of Socialism 
is, evidently, absolutely insufficient from a Com- 
munist point of view; on the other hand, not only 
the Reformist and Social-Patriotic Parties, but many 
simple bourgeois reformists can straightway accept 
it. It seems absolutely to ignore the fact that the 
Capitalist ownership of the means of production can 
only be abolished after the downfall of the bourgeois 
state, and the revolutionary organs of the proletar- 
iat will have to be the means of transforming it into 
collective ownership. Comrade Johnson’s definition 
apparently is contented with a State and Municipal 
Socialism, which would change nothing, or very little, 
in the social ‘misery, and in the degradation of the 
workers, and which would even aggravate their de- 
pendency. 

It seems to us, that for the Communist groups 
and parties to participate in a conference of the 
kind, would be a waste of energy, time and moncy ; 
that it would be a real betrayal on their part of 
our principles and of the grand work of reconstruc- 
tion pursued by Soviet Russia. The old fetish of 
** Socialist unity’ (that worthy pendant of the 
equally dangerous and no less fatal class truce) will 
be made use of for an attempt to induce all more 
or less hesitating spirits to capitulate before double- 
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heartedness and lies. Phrase-mongering demagogy, 
thte pathetic appeals of able leaders, will only serve 
to cover the absence of ideal, of revolutionary faith 
(that is, of faith in the masses), of class-conscious- 
ness and of firmness. 

It seems to us that the Communist groups and 
parties would commit an exceedingly grave fault 
by taking part in the conference of the “reconstruc- 
tors.” They would aggravate the confusion still ob- 
taining amongst the masses, they would render it 
more difficult for them to free themselves of the 
old formulas and the old fetishes (democracy, peace- 
ful evolution, Socialist unity, etc.), and to consciously 
orientate themselves toward the Communist theory 
and tactics. ) 

That is why we are of opinion that the British 
Socialist Party in Great Britain and the Committee 
for the Third International in France have done well 
and acted as Communists should, by absolutely re- 
fusing to participate in any conference of reconstruc- 
tion, as the new International, which answers to the 
needs and the aspirations of the working-class in 
the era of the world revolution, already exists. And 
we ardently hope that the example of these British 
and French comrades will be followed by all Com- 
munist groups and parties. 
We in no wise wish to dictate rules of conduct 

to the advanced groups of countries where a Com. 
munist Party does not yet exist, or is only in a 
nascent state. Evidently these groups are them- 
selves the sole judges in the question of the exact 
moment when they will think it necessary either 
to leave the old parties to whith they now belong, 
in order to constitute a Communist Party and affil- 
iate to Moscow, or to prevail upon the majority of 
these parties, the necessary process of cleaning hav- 
ing been effected, to follow them. But we feel we 
failed in the fulfilling of the mandate entrusted to 
us by the Amsterdam Conference, if we neglected 
to warn our Communist friends against the very 
real new-confusionist danger constituted by the found- 
ing of an International lacking a precise conception 
and a definite character. The attempt at re-estab- 
lishing the so-called Socialist unity is a dangerous 
snare into which the spirit of criticism and the spirit 
of truth may equally be decoyed. The only real 
living and efficacious unity is the one which has for 
its base not only the formal acceptance of the Com- 
munist principles and theory, but, above-all, the rev- 
olutionary practice arising out of this theory. And, 
in order to constitute on the national as on the inter- 
national territory this real and living unity, we must 
as well have the courage to reject nationally the 
traditiona] plea for unity, as to refuse on the in- 
ternational field to lend a hand towards the form- 
ation of an organism built on the sands of lies and 
illusions, and fatally destined to confusion and im- 
potency. : 

The Executive of the Amsterdam Sub-Bureau 
of the Third International : 

D. J. Wynkoop. 
HENRIETTE Roianp Hot.st. 
G. J. Rurcers. 

INTERNATIONAL 
From the Russian Council of Trade Unions. 
A ‘Rosta’’ telegram of March 12th states that 

the authorised representative of the All Russian 
Council of Trade Unions, and especially of the 
Russian Metal Workers, Alexander Shiliapnicoff, 
who is also a member of the first Soviet Governmeat, 
has arrived in Scandinavia to remew connections 
with the International Labour organisations. He 
has telegraphed the object of his journey to the 
British General Federation of Trades, to the Con- 
feration General du Travail in France, to the 
General Kommission der Gewerkshaften in Ger- 
many, to the Confederazione de! Lavoro in Italy, and 
to the office of the Trade Union International in 
Amsterdam. He expects the working classes of 
these countries to bring pressure to bear on their 
Governments to allow him to enter. 

Commissions are now being organised in many 
countries consisting of representatives of employers’ 
and so-called workers’ representatives to study the 
situation of Soviet Russia. The talk of the necessity 
for sending such missions is especially great in those 
countries, the Governments of which have done 
everything possible to make the condition of Russia 
intolerable, by supporti the Russian counter- 
revolution, and-by sending their own soldiers 

ainst the Soviets. 
fore joining any such missions it would be use- 

ful for the workers to receive information about the 
situation of Soviet Russia from eminent _representa- 
tives of the Russian proletariat. We believe that 
the Labour organisations in all countries desire to 
know the truth about Soviet Russia from its own 
representatives. and we hope that these organisa- 
tions will do all they can to enable their Russian 
comrades to travel freely. 

| Meeting Petrograd Soviet. | 
A ‘‘Rosta’’ Wireless from Moscow reports that 

on March 13th there was a solemn sitting of the Pet- 
rograd Soviet in the Uristzki Palace to comme- 
morate the third anniversary of the February 
(March) Revolution. The proceedings were opened 
by Lashevitch, who gave a warm welcome to Zino- 
viev as President of the Petrograd Soviet. He was 
followed by Ioffe, who gave “hie reminiscences of 
the February revolution in far off Siberia, where 
he was in exile. He _ invited his hearers to do 
homage to the memory of those fallen in the revo- 
lutionary fight. The orchestra played ‘‘You Fell 
as Victims.”’ : 

A number of workers then gave their impressions 
of the February revolution, 

NEWS. 
The President of the Young Communists, 

Kononov, said: ‘‘Red youth marches hand in hand 
with the older comrade in the path of revolution. It 
does not lag behind you, and it will continue your 
work,’’ 

The following message was sent to comrade 
Trotzki: ‘‘On the day of the third anniversary of 
the downfall of autocracy the Petrograd proletariat 
sends fraternal greetings to the leader of the invin- 
cible Red Army. The Red regiments, having with- 
stood the pressure of the whole imperialistic world 
and having beaten the enemies of the revolution on 
all the fronts, are now, under your guidance, making 
war at the bloodless front against hunger, cold, and 
ruin. In this fight the victory will be ours.’’ 

The following resolution was passed by the Soviet : 
‘To the workers of the world. On the day of the 
third anniversary of the downfall of autocracy in 
Russia the Petrograd Soviet, the district represen- 
tatives, the Conference of the Baltic Fleet, and the 
non-party Conference of workers’ organisations, 
send fraternal greetings to the workers of the entire 
world. They feel sure that they have friends in 
the enemy camps, and that the workers in all lands 
are thinking and feeling as they do. Te-day, the 
revolutionary proletariat is calling to new battles 
and fresh victories, Long live the international 
proletarian revolution, long live Communism !”’ 

Russian Trade Union Congress. 
A Rosta Agency wire of March 12th, from Moscow 

via Stockholm, announces that Lenin, addressing 
the Congress of Russian Industrial Unions on eco- 
nomic questions and the organisation of workers and 
peasants in the transition period, has emphasised 
the need to overcome all classes and class distinc- 
tions, especially between the industrial workers and 
the peasants, who are both workers and small pro- 
perty owners. Without the collaboration of the 
peasants and the industrial workers, Socialism will 
never be realised. The industrial workers, who are 
the advanced guard in the class struggle, ought to 
play the principle part; but enthusiasm and devo- 
tion to the common objec¢ is essential. The dicta- 
torship of the proletariat is legitimate, for the -— 
peasant masses lack the self-discipline possessed by 
the industrial workers. Thanks to this discipline 
they have triumphed over capitalist powers that are 
stronger than they in cannon and in dreadnoghts. 

No State has had so many congresses as Soviet 
Russia during these last years. No State has de- 
veloped so democratic a spirit. The decisions of 
Soviet Russia enjoy an authority amongst the people 

unequalled by those of any Government. This is the 
foundation of its power. Lenin went on to explain 
that the organisation of the Russian working class 
takes larger and larger forms. It exists only to 
aid the working class to achieve its object. That 
object can only be attained by disciplined work. 
Meanwhile it is indispensable to have organic co- 
hesion and moral education, and more discipline, 
more personal responsibility, more dictatorship. 

The army and the industrial unions number 
3,000,000, amongst whom are 600,000 Communists. 
These Communists should be the advance guard of 
the three millions. It is necessary to set aside the 
interests of particular groups and associations, in 
order to secure the final victory. Having heard the 
speeches of Lenin and others, the Congress de- 
cided :-— 
_ 1. To address to all Russian workers an appeal to 
join in common accord in an energetic fight against 
the economic crisis. 

2. To introduce immediately into all organisations 
a severe discipline, in order that they may be models 
of exactitude and rapidity. 
_ 3. To continue to induce the workers to take part 
in political affairs under the direction of the Com- 
munist Party. 

The Congress opened on April 8th, and 2,000 dele- 
gates were present. 

Radek on Bolshevism. 
Radek, in the Russian Pravda, declares that the 

great influence of Bolshevism on the International 
movement began in 1914, when the Bolshevik Party 
analysed exactly tae causes of the failure of the 
Second International, and issued the clear call to 
civil war as a means of overcoming imperialist war. 
The European Marxists had not the courage to look 
truth in the eyes, and break with the Social 
traitors. Bolshevism has given to the European 
masses the Soviet idea. 

The British in Archangel. 
The Russian Krasnaya Gazeta, reporting on the re- 

sult of the British occupation of Archangel. ‘says 
that when the British commander arrived in the 
town five new prisons were immediately opened ; 
the Custom House and hospitals were ts ag into 
prisons. During one year in the northern dis- 
tricts occupied by the British, where the population 
is 400,000, the British passed 38,000 people into 
their prisons. Of these persons 8,000 were shot, and 
1.029 died of disease. Relatively to the population 
of Russia the number of executions in the British 
area of occupation was 400 times greater than in 
Soviet Russia throughout the civil war, 
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THE CLASS STRUGGLE IN BRITAIN. 
In reviewing the class struggle during the War 

period one sees the workers labouring under the 

disability of fighting behind leaders who persisted 

in denying the existence of the class struggle. 

Having declared that the workers of this country 
were vitally interested in winning the war against 

the Central Empires, the Labour Leaders could 

only attack the Government on side issues. They 

had pledged themselves not to hinder, but actually 
to help in the prosecution of the War. 

Therefore, whilst they demanded for Labour a 

share of Control in marshalling and disposing of 

the Labour resources of the country, that simply 

meant that Trade Union Officials found themselves 
on Munitions’ Tribunals and Labour Advisory 
Boards, endeavouring to force from the workers 

a higher output and bigger profits for the 
It is true that the Labour Leaders 

declared it unfair to conscribe the workers 

for National Service, without at the same 
time conscribing the wealth of the capitalists, but 
the conscription of wealth, which if fully achieved, 
entails Socialism, could only be carned out by 
entering into a fight with the capitalists, and the 
Labour Leaders had pledged themselves to 
National Unity and Industrial Peace in order to 
win the War. Therefore, they offered no real 
opposition to conscription, because the Govern- 
ment made them believe conscription necessary 
to win the War, and therefore Sen, they found 
themselves on tribunals, helping to administer the 
conscript system the Labour conferences had 
instructed them to oppose. 

The great masses were influenced by the 
Labour Leaders, the capitalist newspapers, and 
the primitive fears and passions aroused by the 
news that their country was at war and might be 
invaded. Nevertheless, the masses were under 
the economic pressure from which the Labour 
Leaders were ta ely emancipated ; it was the 
masses who sais tees extra burden of hard toil in 
workshops and trenches involved by the War. 
The gigantic commercial transactions in war 
material, the swift upward movement of prices, 
the building of huge fortunes; all these revealed 
the capitalist system to larger and larger circles 
of ase teoay to whom it was as though a search- 
light had been thrown upon what had been wholly 
or partially hidden in darkness hitherto. The 
demand for workers’ control was now urged by 
at least a group of exponents in every. industry. 
From the propaganda of these awakened workers 
and the opportunism, ignorance and clouded 
vision of the ena Leaders, who saw half with 
surprise, half with dismay, that the rank and file 
were surging up against the shackles of their 
restaining leadership, a confused it anda 
resulted. Thus, ce A are demanding National- 
isation of their industries and meaning something 
that approximates to Communism, whilst Trade 
Union Officials and Labour and Liberal Politicians 
are demanding Nationalisation and meaning 
something very different. The miners who 
inaaael Nationalisation, now faced with a 
Government refusal to grant Nationalisation and 
the refusal of the Trade Union Congress to 
strike for it, are falling back on Seasisile 
for increased wages. A writer in the Labour 
Leader says that the miners are “ like mice who, 
tired of trying to gnaw through their capitalist 
cage, are turning again to the treadmill.” But 
the Labour Leader correspondent is wrong. 
What we are witnessing amongst the miners is 
the contest for wo ya, of the rank and file 
between the Communist Revolutionaries and the 
a Trade Union Leaders, whose policy, 
when it can be called a policy, is merely one of 
poles The Revolutionaries cannot whole- 
eartedly fight for the official programme, and 

the miners, instinctively realising that it would 
not alter their conditions, may more easily be 
moved to fight for something that brings an 
immediate and tangible benefit. The Revolu- 
tionary rank and file are seeking to use the 
economic materialism of the masses to produce 
the industrial crisis which the Trade Union 
Leaders are helping Capitalism to avert. The 
Revolutionaries are endeavouring to make the 
capitalist system unprofitable. 

employers. 

When the economic situation produces the 
next great wave of unrest in Britain, we shall find 
that Communist ideas have been steadily growing 
during the period of apparent calm. 

A RECORD OF THE PAST SIX YEARS. 
By A. FINEBERG. 

The campaign for compulsory military conscrip- 
tion was closely bound up with the campaign for 
industrial conscription. e traditional repugnance 
to compulsory military service in England had always 
been very strong. Arguments for the regimentation 
of labour were easier to urge. 

Industrial conscription, as such, was never intro- 
duced into England. ** Dilution of labour,”’ “* sub- 
stitution,’’ “‘ combing out,’ “‘the organisation of 
man_power, ” were, however, subtle euphenisms, serv- 
ing to cloak a condition of affairs that eventually 
could not be distinguished from industrial conscrip- 
tion pure and simple. At each successive turn of 
the screw labour writhed and protested, but found 
itself impotent. At each successive step along the 
path the Government gave emphatic assurances that 
the idea of industrial conscription had never entered 
its head. Nevertheless, the advance was persistent 
and finally gained its objectives. 

The struggle was as good as lost when the official 
Labour and Trade Union leaders went over in a body 
to the Government policy and became official re- 
cruiters and expounders of “ patriotism.’’ The rank 
and file found itself impotent, while its rights 
were gradually pilfered or ignored with the consent 
of its own leaders. 

Immediately after the outbreak of war, a party 
truce was signed between the Liberal, Conservative 
and Labour Parties, by which it was agreed that 
there should be no contested elections. This truce, 
in the first place, was to hold until January Ist, 
1915, and was subsequently renewed at various dates. 

This political truce was accompanied by a truce in 
the industrial field. On August 24th, 1914, a special 
conference of the Joint Board of the Trade Union 
congress, the Genera! Federation of Trade Unions, 
and the Labour Party passed the following resolu- 
tion :— 

‘** That an immediate effort be made to terminate 
all existing trade disputes, whether strikes or lock- 
outs, and wherever new points of difficulty arise 
during the war period, a serious attempt should be 
made by all concerned to reach an amicable settle- 
ment before resorting to a strike or lock-out.” 
The number of industrial disputes fell considerably 

during the first six months of the War. Trade 
Union leaders voluntarily postponed the claims of 
their members until after the War, declaring that 
Labour was prepared to make considerable sacrifices 
in the national cause, and the rank and file made 
no effective protest at first. 

The industrial truce was not, however, to last lang. 
It was soon discovered that the sacrifices were one- 
sided. It was naturally understood when Labour 
surrendered its claim that the .employers would not 
take advantage of the sacrifice. But it was soon 
apparent that the employers showed no inclination 
to forego the profiteering. On the contrary, more 
and more profits were being piled ‘up, owing to the 
special conditions arising out of the War. In six 
months they had increased by nearly 25 per cent. 
The Government showed no inclination to protect 
the public from the rapacity of profiteers, and by 
the end of the year the Labour movement was pre- 
pared to forsake the truce and resort to Trade Union 
effort. By February, 1916, the demands for increased 
wages became general in all industries, and were 
more or less successful, according to the strength 
of the Unions concerned. The strike of the Clyde 
workers was of special significance. 
The Clyde engineers had determined to demand 

2d. an hour increase of wages in June, 1914, before 
the outbreak of war, but the claim was deferred in 
accordance with the industrial truce, and put forward 
again in December to meet the considerable rise 
in prices. Repeated and protracted negotiations 
brought, first, offers from the employers of jd. and 
then 4d. per hour increase. The men _ remained 
firm, and at a subsequent mecting of the employers 
and the Executive Committee of the A.S.E., a joint 
recommendation for an increase of 3d. per hour was 
put forward. The men were exasperated, and on 
February 16th, the strike began, and soon spread 
until half the engineers were out. The men _ re- 
pudiated their official leaders and the strike was 
kept together by the formation of the Central With- 
holding of Labour Committee. The Government 
intervened and proposed arbitration and the men re- 
sumed work. As the result of arbitration the men 
were offered an increase of 1d. per hour. 

The renewed outbreak of Trade Union activity 
strengthened the determination of the controlling 
classes to smash the movement once and for all, by 
the tegimentation of labour. A committee on pro- 
duction was appointed on February 4th, 1915, to 
enquire into “the best steps to be taken to ensure 
that the productive power of employers in engineer- 
ing and shipbuilding establishments shall be made 
immediately available. . . .” The reports of the 
Committee dealt with bad timekeeping and the 
necessity for the increased production of shells and 
fuses for the Army, and recommended the abroga- 
tion of the demarcation rules, which separated the 
operations performed by the workers in different 
skilled crafts: also the dilution of skilled industries . 
by the introduction of semi-skilled, unskilled, and 
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women workers, and the rape > of strikes and 

lock-outs by the making of itration of disputes 
compulsory. | 

A Treasury Conference was held on March 17th, 
1914. The Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr. Lloyd 
George), and the President of the of Trade 
(Mr. Runciman), invited representatives: of all the 
chief Trade Unions concerned in producing com- 
modities connected with the War (engineering, ship- 
building, iron and steel trades and other metal 
trades, woodworkers, labourers, transport workers, 
woollen and boot and shoe trades). At this Confer- 
ence an agreement was arrived at embodying most 
of the recommendations of the Committee on Pro- 
duction, | 

This signing away by the Trade Union leaders 
of the privileges gained during sixty years of 
struggle, did not content Mr. Lloyd George. Plans 
were already being laid for another attack u 
working.class hberties. An outcry was raised that 
the production of materials vital to the prosecution 
of the War was being restricted by habitual drunken- 
ness on the part of the munition workers. The out- 
ery was led by Mr. Lloyd George, who declared in 
the House of Commons that the country had three 
enemies: the Prussians, the Austrians, and “‘the lure 
of drink.” The charges were proved to be ground- 
less, and instigated by employers and Government 
officials to discredit workmen. Subsequent attempts 
made by Mr, Lloyd George to control liquor were 
defeated by the trade. The accusation of slacking 
and deliberate limitation of output were, however, 
continued, , 

In the Whitsun recess the Liberal Government 
collapsed, and the Coalition Government was formed. 
Labour was represented in the Government by Messrs. 
Hienderson, Brace and Koberts. 
A new Ministry of Munitions was formed with 

Mr. Lloyd George at its head. | He immediately 
brought forward plans for the organisation of labour 
and of industry, and on July 2ud, 1915, the Mun- 
itions’ Act was passed, whereby the first positive 
step towards the conscription of labour was accom- 
plished. Hitherto, the restrictions placed on labour 
activities had been purely voluntary, consented to 
by the Trade Union leaders themselves, Under the 
Defence of the Realm Act (passed on March. 16th), 
powers were obtained to commandeer private enter- 
prises and to compel men to work as directed, There 
were, however, no legal powers to prevent individuals 
from changing their employment. These were pro- 
vided by the Munitions of War Act. 

Part I. gave legal sanction to the prevention of 
strikes, to which the Trade Union officials, in the 
Treasury Agreement, had already consented, and 
provided machinery for settling disputes by compul- 
sory arbitration. 

Part II. applied to establishments ‘‘controlled’’ 
by the Government on the ground that they were 
constdered by the Minister of Munitions as vital to 
the prosecution of the War. — 

Clause 4 (8), provided for the abrogation of all 
Trade Union rules, practices and customs which tend 
to restrict production. 
By Clause 7 (1), the liberty of a workman em- 

ployed in a “‘controlled”’’ establishment ‘to leave, or 
change his employment was restricted by the Ieav- 
ing certificate :— 
“A person shall not give employment to a work- 

man, who has in the last previous six weeks, or such 
other period as may be provided by the Minister of 
Munitions, as réspects any class of establishment, 
been employed in, or in connection with munitions 
work, or in any establishment of a class to which the 
provisions of this Section are applied by order of 
the Minister of Munitions, unless he holds a cer- 
tificate from the employer by whom he was last so 
employed that he left work with the consent of 
his employer, or a certificate from the Munitions 
Tribunal that the consent has been unreasonably 
withheld,” 

In return for the surrender by the Trade Unions 
of their rights and privileges, the Act allowed the 
employers of “‘controlled’’ establishments to make 
a profit of one-fifth above that which they had made 
during the previous two years. 

To be continued. . 
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THE CLASS STRUGGLE SUPPLEMENT. 
Our Next Week's Issue will contain another 

Supplement on the Class Struggle. 

tn 

AN OLD COMRADE. 

Frank Kitz, one of London's earlicst revolutionary 
socialists, after the debacle of the First International, 
formed the first English section to support the German 
Communist Society in celebrating the anniversary of the 
Paris Commune. He then edited and published the 
English edition of Freedom, and afterwards became 
editor with David Nicol of the Commonweal after Wi 
Morris retired from the editorship. x 

This old comrade, now between 70 and 80 years of age, 
is having a hard struggle to live. A committee has been 
formed to raise a fugl to help him. The treasurer is 
Frederick Flynn, 1, Culmstock Road, Battersea, S.W. 

A Carnival is being arranged in connection with this 
fund at Battersea Town Hall, on May 5th, and tickegs 
price 2/-, may be obtained from comrade Flynn. 

Our contemporary, Freedom, is holding a Dance in 
support of its funds at Empress Hall, 128, Cambridge 
Road, E., on April 24th. . 



All the country has been going wild over lost 
Lenore. One day she walked out of the house 
and was seen no more. And the press gives a 
list of the things she wore. 

This may not be very pe poetry, although 
the rhymes are all there, but it is a wh me 
fact. And a fact sometimes is a lie and a half. 
When the papers say “all the country,” they 
mean a few old grandmotherly jou ts in 
Fleet Street. And this also includes the Herald, 
which brought out a poster in two colours to 
inform you what the capitalist press had informed 
you the night before. 

Who is Lenore? So far as I can gather she is 
not on the staff of the Herald, nor is shé‘one of 
their beautiful waitresses or factory girls, She 
does not appear to be a member of the e 
or even the Tsar’s favourite dancer (saved at last 
from the bold Bolsheviks). Who is then the 
radiant maiden whom the Herald names Lenore ? 
She is a boorjoy and plays the fiddle. 

Lenore, we are told, has fallen into the fell 
clutches of a villainous designing Frenchman of 
eighteen summers, or rather springs. Rumours 
of dope and other Bolshevik beverages are darkly 
hinted at. Whereat the Herald shudders and 
prints her full description for the seventh time. 
And no doubt the office sleuth fills his fountain 
pen and reaches for some choice phrases’ from 
a novel by Charles Garbage. 

I have begun to think desperately of my 
forty-second best girl. She looks remarkabl 
like the photo issued by the Star, although going 
by the one in the Mail she is quite . 
supposing some enterprising reader of the Herald 
tracks her down and brings’ a crowd round by 
yelling “ Lenore!” Icansee my uncle Fitzarthur 
looking reprovingly at me and cutting off my 
Woodbine allowance. ; 

At any rate it is interesting to know that a 
Labour paper keeps such a sharp leek, out on the 
misguided youth of the boorjoys, Perhaps the 
Labour Party may be induced to s } 
about it in Parliament (good idea to | 

Wh more votes for that Labour Government). 
not promote a Bill to build houses without front’ 
doors so that love-sick maidens will not be 

. But. 
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VES. By L. A. MOTLER. 
tempted to go out one fine spring morning and 
faliDw the callot the heart? sy 

The Herald once got so ferociously interested 
about a bleeding picture that it sent a special 
sleuth to France to track it down. Apparently 
he is still tracking it, for we do not hear of him 
now. Why cannot he be put on to track down 
Lenore ? He may be more successful. And in 
order to give him a helping hand, suggest his 
looking up the registrar’s. I make no pat for 
this brilliant clue. 

And if a Labour paper can get on these por. 
why not extend such a brilliant idea? He mig 
be able to track down quite a lot of interesting 
things and be able to record such items of interest 
to Labour as this. (Star 7/4/20) :— 

“ Morcan’s Spats.—Among other things which 
Labour is showing us how to do is—the way to 
dress. It is said of Mr. Pole, the solicitor who is 
running as Labour candidate in North Edinburgh, 
that he might have stepped out of a fashion plate. 
Mr. Brace is another whose sartorial aspect is 
universally admired. And according to a photo- 
graph which I have just seen, "Fieut-Col D. 

atts Morgan, D.S.O., the Welsh miners’ leader, 
turned up at Ely races on Easter Monday in light 

ts.” 
It is hardly fair to the Star to nibble such 

Labour news items. 

Rodd sone DOW, he 4 | 

it. lt m& seen «Ait 
wandering around without an owner, let him get 
on the ‘phone to Carmelite Street at once. It is 
such a pity such a bright young man should be 
disappointed. 
. But, yy omy can oe - Herald is 
ee as out on homeless mysteries 
me ens waiting to be picked up. That's the 
stuff to get a Labour Government in. 

One can only hope that when the Revolution 
comes there won't be a bi 
front page, some sort of mysterious double 
suicide with lots of dope in it. Otherwise the 
Revolution will have to be content with a couple 
of lines in the “ News from Home and Abroad.” 

os 
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For Revolutionary International Socialism, 

THE WORKERS’ SOCIAL 
the ending 

substitution of a Federation of Workers’ In 

Membership open to all Men and Women. Subscription 4d. 

FEDERATION 
talism and Parliament, and the 
strial Republics. 

per month, 4s. 

IST 

Fr annum. 

Write to the Secretary, 400, Old Ford Road, London, E.3. Telephone: East 1787. 

LONDON MEETINGS: OUTDOOR. 
Friday, April 16th, Beckton Road, Canning Town, 7.30 p.m. 

Melvina Walker, Fred Tyler. 
Saturday, April 17th, Grundy Street, Poplar, 3 p.m. Mr. 

oa Mrs. Edmunds, Melvina Walker. 
Dock Gates, Poplar, 7 p.m. Miss Grove, Henry Sara, 
Melvina Walker. 

Sunday, April 18th, Osborn Street, Whitechapel, 11.45 a.m. 
Harry Pollitt, Melvina Walker. 
Dock Gates, Poplar, 7.30 p.m. Henry Sara, Melvina 
Walker. 

Monday, April 19th, Stockwell Street, Greenwich, 7.30 p.m. 
Henry Sara, Melvina Walker. au 

Friday, April 23rd, Manor Park Road, Harlsden, 7.30 p.m. 
bony Sara and others. 

Saturday, April 24th. Meetings in Hammersmith. 

INDOOR. 
Sunday, April 18th, Poplar Town Hall, 8 p.m. Public Meeti 

eeting. (See advertisement.) 
Wednesday, April 21st, 400, Old Ford Road, at 8 p.m. 

General Members’ Meeting. Chair: Sylvia Pankhurst. 
Friday, April 23rd, 400, Old Ford R 7 to 10 p.m. 
ea 

OTHER ORGANISATIONS. 
East Lonpon Workers’ ComMItree. 

Sunday, April 18th, Victoria Park, 12 (noon). Walter 
Ponder and others. 

Thursday, April 22nd, International Socialist Club, 28, East 
Road, City Road, 7.30 p.m. Business Meeting. 

Wattnamstow Leacue or Ricarts. 
Tuesday, April 20th, William Morrg Hall, Somers Road, 

3 p.m. Jim Cant. 
— 
ed — On nar rmme sw Ke eee i poet ee ” “ ~ ee 

W.S.F. LITERATURE. 

W.S.F.. Literature may now be obtained at the 
“ Workers’ Dreadnought” Office, 152, Fleet Street, E.C.4., 
ds well as at the Wholesale Department at 400, Old Ford 
Road, London, E.3. 

. 

W.S.F. PUBLIC MEETING 

on SUNDAY, APRIL 18th, at 8 p.m. 
(Doors open at 7.30 p.m.) 

(Newby Place, near Poplar Station) 
Speakers : A 

SYLVIA PANKHURST, on Great Britain. 
Commander H. GRENFELL, R.N. 

(Naval Attaché in Petrograd, 1912-17), 
on Russia. 

CONOR HAYES, on IRevanp. 
CHAIR - - HARRY POLLITT. 

Admission Free. Silver Collection. 
. rN a PO A NO: 5 OR Qh tle le Sen A tn lap ag tA ee kay 

57, Theobalds Road, London, W.C. 
Sole Manufacturer of Banners and Flags 

Metal and Enamelled Badges for all Societies. 
Medals, Celluloid and Buttons. 
Flags for Charity Collection Days. 

ee 
Senate: 

BOARD RESIDENCE with comrades wanted in 
London.—Apply Box 10, ‘“ Workers’ Dreadnought.” 

TO LET to comrades: furnished and unfurnished 
rooms, near London; 20 mins. railway journey 
from Liverpool Street; large garden.—Box 100, 
“ Workers’ Dreadnought.” 

Get your Newsagent to show 

a Poster. 
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TO NATIONALISE THE SHIPPING. 
Seamen Ballot on the Issue. 

The National Sailors’ and Firemens’ Union is 
taking a ballot on the question of the Unions’ 
attitude on nationalising the shipping industry, and 
the question is deba in a special issue of the 
Union’s organ, the Seaman. Havelock Wilson 
defends the case against nationalisation. He says 
that the seamen have had four great champions in 
history: Lord Sandown, ‘‘a liberal-minded states- 
man’’; Mr. Samuel Plimsoll, ‘‘a great philan- 
thropist’”’ ; and the Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, 
“another great man,’’ and ‘‘at that time the most 
es ular democratic leader of the age,’’ and Have- 

Wilson. himself. 
Wilson says tnat the other champions tried to 

improve the seaman’s lot through Parliament, 
whilst he turned his attention to building up a 
strong seamens’ union. He declares that the most 
formidable opponent of the seamen has been, not 
the private employer, but the State, and that when 
ue shipowners have been attacked for sending men 
to sea in dangerous and insanitary ships, they have 
taken refuge in the retort that State regulations 
determine how ships shall be built and manned. 

Wilson argues that the sailors would not get 
ter wages or food under nationalisation, that the 

State is no more friendly to them than the private 
mapiover, and that they would find it harder to 
fight the State than the private employer. More- 
over. he says, ‘‘the ships being owned by the State, 
the seamen will have to part of a Naval 
Reserve.”’ 

He adds : — 
“Proposals in this direction have already been 

made that all the men in the merchant service 
should be Reserve men, for which they would get a 
gratuity and, at the end. of a period of service, a 
pension. If the States owns the ships this is cer- 
tain to come along, so that men working on a 
State-controlled shi~ will be Reserve men and in 
the event of a strike could be mobilised at any time 

a Government Proclamation. 
‘‘Now, assuming that the seamen organised a 

strike against the State-owned ships, and the State 
said this is against the public interest and must be 
i they would simply issue a Proclamation to 
mobilise the men, who would have to go to the 

ts and await instructions and the State could 
order them to go on the ships at once. The only 
men who would be free from this order would be 
those who were physically unfit or men over age; 
but there would ‘eo sufficient Heserve men to break 
a strike at nny time; and if the State were short of 

rve men it could fall back on Naval ratings, 
and it would not be calling on these men to serve 
private employers. but would be calling on them to 
serve the State.”’ v 

~*" Wilson says if the State owns the shipping it must 
make it pay and that under State management 
more money than under private management will . 
be squandered on official salaries, whilst 5 or 6 per 
cent. would be paid to the old owners. Therefore 
it would not readily make concessions to the workers. 

All that Havelock Wilson says is true; all the 
evils he predicts will undoubtedly come to pass 
under Nationalisation within the capitalist system. 
So long as the capitalist system is maintained 
around them, nationalised industries must be run 
on capitalist lines, the industries must be ‘“‘made to 
ay’’ in the capitalist sense, and the workers will 
sweated and overworked, whilst highly paid offi- 

cialdom will draw the bulk of the profits arising 
from their labour, and the Government. will con- 
tinue to range itself on the side of capitalism and 
against the workers. 

Havelock Wilson is answered by George Jackson 
and J. H. Borlase, who were deputed by the con- 
ference of the Union to state the case for nationali- 
sation. They state that the total value of the vessels 
owned in the United Kingdom before the war was 
£140,000,000, and that the net profit made by 
British shipowners during the first two years of the 
war was £300,000,000, whilst the freight charges 
from the Argentine to Britain rose from 15/6 in the 
first quarter of 1914 to 170/- in July, 1916. In 1917 
British shipping was requisitioned by the Govern- 
ment at arbitration rate of hire. In December, 1918, 
the Government freight charge was 42/- a ton, and 
the rate was high enough to enable the shipowners 
to make excess profits. In January, 1919. when 
shipping was decontrolled, the Atlantic Conference, 
a conference of shipping magnates which meets to 
regulate freight charge, fixed a rate of 93/4 a ton. 
This has contributed to the rise in the cost of liv- 
ing under which we are all suffering. 

UNDER THE HARROW. 
A soldier writes :— 
‘‘My money has been stopped by the Government. 

They have put me in debt through their neglect. 
My wife is pregnant and very weak. She only gets 
16/- a woul and has to pay 7/6 rent as well as 1n- 
surance, etc. I am in debt to Jay’s Furnishing 
Company, and if I do not pay them it means that 
my honle will be taken away. 

“T cannot rest here knowing my wife is in need 
of a meal or a crust and they have put me in deten- 
tion for asking for my rights. This is my reward 
for fighting for my country and being a prisoner 
or two years in Russia and Germany. . .”’ 
Such cases are chronic under capitalism. 
* Probably one of the frequent official mistakes. 

We have yet to investigate the details. 
a 
Printed by the AGENDA Press (T.U.), at 10, Wine 
Office Court, London, E.C.4., and Published by the 
Workers’ SoctaLIst FEDERATION, at 152, Fleet Street, 
London, E.C.4, 
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EAST LONDON IN WAR TIME. 

Recruiting in the Dock Road. 
When War was declared everybody who was 

+ anybody” in Poplar threw himself or herself 
into the job of récruiting. | ray we to live in 
the East India Dock Road, two doors from the 

Recruiting Office. A better spot for that office 
could not have been chosen; for the Dock Road 
was, and is to-day, the parade ground of the un- 
employed. 

All kinds of people could be seen in and out 
of the recruitin allies. Of course there were 
the parsons, landlords and house agents, for these 
are the people who know the unemployed ; there 
were also the factory owners and publicans who 
are in touch with the men at work. Down came 
three or four buses filled with soldiers, and bands - 
laying: “It’s a Long Way to Tipperary,” “ Rule 
Dritende ” and other such songs to stir up the 
people. Each *bus — a white banner 
inscribed: “Roll Up Boys, A Free Ride to 
Berlin.” 

Hundreds of men and women gathered round. 
Every man who walked up the steps to “ sign on” 
was treated as a hero; cheers were continually 
rising. 

Some of the “ heroes” did not relish the idea 
of fighting. I saw one well know slum landlord 
patting a recruit on the back and crying: “Come 
on now! Don’t you think your country worth 
fighting for? You'll be in Berlin in less than a 
month! Think of your wife and children if the 
Germans get here! The Kaiser vows he will eat 
his dinner on Christmas Day in Buckingham 
Palace !”’ : 

That same recruited comrade had been glad to 
go to the Guardians to get food for his children 
when we were fighting Lord Devenport during the 
great Dock strike! 

The Dock Gates is a spot that has become sacred 
to socialist meetings. Over and over again the 
workers have been told from that pitch that they 
have no country. Sir Alfred Yeo, a Poplar man, 
well known and trusted, and one who has obtained 
his position and title by exploiting Poplar workers, 
now came down to the Dock Gates to ask them to 
go to to fight for King and country. Socialists 
shouted out that the country was not worth fighting 
for; but Yeo replied: ‘When you return you 
will all get your jobs back, and we shall see that 
this is made a country fit for heroes to live in.” 

The War is over now: we have gone back to 
the old ways in spite of the thousands of Poplar 
men who made the supreme sacrifice : the Dock 
Road is agaih the parade ground of the unem- 

ployed. 

The Sugar Shortage. 

We Poplar women were soon faced with rising 

prices and a shortage of many commodities, 
especially sugar. We could not understand why 
sugar was lacking, for the dockers were telling us 
that there were tons of sugar in the dock ware- 
houses. Yet we were obliged to line up outside 
the shops for hours to get any. 

With Runciman at the Board of Trade. 
Women of the W.S.F. demanded to see Mr. 

Runciman, then President of the Board of Trade. 
to ask why sugar was being held up in East 
London although there was plenty 
the West End. 

The day before going to see Runciman | went 
over the dock warehouses with a comrade who 
works there. He told me he thought there was 
enough sugar in the country to last two years, and 
showed me great galvanized sheds tull of sugar 
and cereals, which had lately been built I knew. 
when I saw them, that the  Sieesctaties had been 
preparing for the War; but next day, when 
thirteen of us were at the Board of Trade, Mr. 
Runciman declared there was a great shortage 

ve had in 
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By MELVINA WALKER. 

and that the Government was very sorry: * but 
you see,” he assured us, ‘all this has come on us 
so suddenly; the war has found us unprepared. 
We have raised the price of sugar so that people 
will use less. You know that when a commodity 
goes up in price people become more careful in 
using it.’ He thought we should be easily talked 
over; we were so ignorant! But he was wrong. raids, 

told us many terrible things that they had suffered 
at the hands of the Tzar's Government. 
could not understand why English working women 
believed in the War. 

She 

The Margarine Queues. 

Then came the margarine shortage and the air 
Margarine went up to a 1/- per pound. 
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Keir Hardie and Jaures who warned the Workers against the 

World Capitalist War. 
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We clamoured to know how he dared tell us that 
when our husbands were unloading and storing 
large quantities of sugar. We demanded that the 
sugar should be rationed and that the workers 
should get an equal share of it, But he would 
not entertain that idea ! 

The Potatoe Shortage. 
Then came the potatoe shortage. The price 

went up to 6d. per pound, and even at that price 
we une not get potatoes. We shall never forget 
that, and we shall always remember how the 
farmers robbed our little children. Women in 
the East End who have large families make stew 
with * dough-boys ” 
During the shortage, one could hear the tramp 
and clatter of women hurrying past at five o'clock 
in the morning. They had heard that a certain 
shop had got potatoes and was going to open at 
nine, and they found it necessary to line up out- 
side before six because they had learnt by experi- 
ence that even if they came even a little Ecos 
the potatoes were sold ott before their turn was 
mua So the women hurried out with their 
market bags before day-break, leaving the children 
and voung babies behind, and we constantly heard 
of children being absent from school, and children 
being scalded or burnt whilst their mother was 
waiting in the queue. 

Once, when I had gone five weeks without 
potatoes, one of my neighbours told me she knew 
where we could buy some. We went together 
at six in the morning to a filthy slum in Shadwell. 
I remember going down a long, narrow passage 
into a room where some little children were 
sleeping. Concealed under their beds were sacks 
of potatoes, and whilst the children were sleeping, 
the mother was weighing potatoes, and charging 
6d. a pound for them. 

She was a beautiful woman: a Russian Jewess. 
I spoke to her of the hard times we were having. 
She said: “I know noothertimes. It was always 
hard in Russia. My husband was imprisoned in 
Siberia. He escaped and we had to fly.” She 

and potatoes every day. 

But when we protested in the queues, some 
women said we must be contented, and thank God! 
that we got any food at all, 

How many propaganda meetings I held in those 
queues? | pisces lining up one morning 
when the conversation turned on (daw Alexandra 
coming to East London the day before. 

“I had such a good view of her,” said one 
woman, “her carri:.ge stopped right alongside of 
me, and [ can tell you she looked handsome ; 
such a sweet smile on her face, and beautifully 
dressed, not flash, but neat, and her carriage and 
her servants all very handsome. 

I turned to the woman: “ Yes, she would look 
handsome lining up for hours in this slosh like 
us. She hasn’t got to line up!” 

* Well you wouldn't expect her to, would you?” 
“1 thought we all had to suffer alike during the 

War, and that we all had to make equal come, rg 
What sacrifices are she and her sort making ?” 

* None!” said another woman. “It’s always 
the poor that suffer. It always has been and 

always will be.” 
Another woman began to chime in ; 
‘Il never knew anything about her coming; 

they never had no flags out. They always have 
flags out when Royalty comes down.” : 

“Yes, but things are different now,’ said 
another. ‘ They keep it quiet, see; because they 
say there's a lot of spies all around here, because 
of the Docks.” 

“Ain't you heard of them signalling to the 
Germans when there’s a raid on?” 

“And do you know there’s spies going round 
in the docks and workshops stirring up trouble 
and getting the men to strike, so as we wont win 
the war ? it's in the papers.” 

* Yes, my old man wont believe me when I tell 
him about it; he says it ain’t true. But them 
Germans is wicked enough for anything.” 

* They ought to be all interned.” : 
“] should intern everyone with a German 

name; once a German, always a German!” 
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“(Qne woman protested: “Some of them with 
German names has been born in this country :. 
if you are born here you ain't German.” _ 

“No, but you have German blood; it’s the 
blood that counts. German blood is bad.” 

“ Would you have the heart to go bombing the 
German women and children like the Germans do 
here? Do you call that fighting fair ? ” 

“ But we do it.” 
“They started it!” 
“The King’s got a German name; would you 

intern him ? 
“T don’t believe in Royalty; we shall always 

have wars while we have a King; this is nothing 
but a family quarrel——” 

But then came an air-raid signal. We darted 
off like foxes scurrying to their holes. 

The Air Raids. 
How we suffered during the air raids! We 

shall always remember the daylight raid when one 
of our Poplar schools was mbed whilst...the 
children were at their lessons. We saw the life- 
less little bodies carried to the mortuary. How 
women suffered! The teachers in that school 
never lost their ce of mind, and immediately 
administered first-aid to the injured children. | 
Women were lining up in the queues all ne | 

and sheltering in the “ dug-outs ” every night. 
used to see crowds of women going past my 
window ing their babies’ and cushions 
to the Blackwall Tunnel, where they stayed from 
dark till daylight. Night after night the Tunnel 
was crowded. I have heard of children being 
born there. Hundreds of people died of cold; 
hundreds died of fright. 
When we were squeezing our way into the 

Tunnel, we often had to make way for huge 
covered lorries whose drivers insisted on bringing 
them there for shelter. We used to complain 
that it was dangerous to sige iy in, for even 
in the Tunnel we could hear booming of the 

horses should take fright, 
undreds of le would be killed. I have 

since been told that those lorries were filled with 
high explosives waiting for shipment, and that as 
soon as the air-raid si were given they were 
driven away to the Tunnel, the only safe place. 
Little did we know what risks were eside us in 
the Tunnel ! 

Then there was the terrible Silvertown explosion 
in which a great number of people lost their lives, 
many more being rendered homeless by the 
destruction of several streets of working-class 
houses. 

The Worshippers of the Golden Calf. 
All this time millions of working men were 

being blown to pieces in the war, in order that 
the rich might become richer; whilst from 
hundreds of pulpits in and around East London, 
men calling themselves followers of the Prince 
of Peace, were preaching the * Knock-out Blow !” 
Those Worshippers of the Golden Calf, who in 

had been busy tolling My class that it was 
the will of God that we shou 
patient, now told us that God was calling us to 
sacrifice our souls on the altar of our country. 
As Keir Hardie once said: “ The patient endur- 
ance of the poor is due to ignorance of what is 
theirs by right.” 

une, and if the 

A Hero of the Wars. 
He couldn't fight the clever Huns in France ; 
They forced him to his knees and broke his lance. 
Therefore, the Politicians called him home 
To cool his poor, spurred heels and scheme and 

foam, 
And spin a funny yarn of fairy snipers 
And battles lost that made him clown of Ypres. 
But when at last the Prime Ass did determine 
To exterminate the wretched emerald vermine, 
He sent him to the unregenerate isle, 
His honour to redeem in English style. 
There is no rival now eager to rob 
This hero of the English ruling classes, 
Who failed in France, of his notorious job 
Of shooting down defenceless Irish masses. 

Hucu Hops. 
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THE MINERS’ PROGRESS. 
Five Years in the South Wales Coalfields. 

By a Labour College Student. 
* 

CAUSE FOR OPTIMISM. . 

When one looks back over the last half- 
dozen years or so, one finds it difficult to 
visualise adequately the extent of the pro- 
ress that has been made in the psycho- 
ogy of the South Wales miner, After one 
has been dipping into the realms of past 
human social development, which extend 
over such a long period, compared to an 
individual’s life, or the life of any one 
social system, which is but ashort period 
compared with general biological evolution— 
after jerking one’s head from contempla- 
tion in which a thousand years are an 
immensely trifling fraction of time in the 
evolution of life; and glancing at the 
changes in outlook and economic structure 
which have characterised the mining in- 
dustry during recent years, one cannot but 
marvel and me exhuberantly enthusi- 
astic and optimistic. 

It is impossible within the compass of 
a short article to describe in detail the 
progress which has been made. It is only 
possible to make a rough survey and to 
show briefly some of the respects in which 
the miners’ attitude towards conception of 
their industry and society in general is 
rapidly changing. 

THe CaMBRIAN STRIKE OF 191] AND THE 
Minimum Wace Strike or 1912. 

When the Cambrian Combine strike of 
1911 and the Minimum Wage strike of 
1912 took place, the revolutionary centres 
in South Wales were very few in num- 
ber and constituted rare oasis in the then 
barren desert of industry. 

The miners’ next step, emanating prin- 
cipally from the Rhondda, which at that 
time alone manifested any revolutionary fer- 
vour, was an attempt to arouse the rest 
of the coalfield into activity, and to frame 
& programme which would be in harmony 
with economic revolution. 

THE. SENTIMENTAL REvIsIONIST PERIOD. 

. At that time the ignorance of the miner 
‘of his historic duty as a member of the 
working-class, and his _historically-deter- 
mined relation to the present system of 
society, was very prevalent. The oppos- 
ition that existed to the Capitalist nature 
of coal production focussed itself mainly 
within the T.S.P. and received its stim- 
ulus largely from sentimental objections to 
Capitalism than from a clear view of the 
economic complications of Capitalism. 
Classes on: Marxian Labour College lines 
were generally very few in number and 
embraced but a very small section of the 
miners. The bulk of the literature sold 
to and by Socialists was revisionist in 
character. 

Unconscious GUERILLA WARFARE: THE “ HAND 
To Mouta” Po.icy. 

The disputes that occurred between the 
employers and the workmen arose out of 
the temporary difficulties that cropped up, 
and were conducted generally without re- 
gard to the rest of the coalfield and ta 
the future, and represented a “ hand-to- 
mouth ” policy. 

The realisation that the desirability of 
fighting the coal-owner at a particular col- 
liery on a certain issue and tHe manner of 
conducting the fight should be considered 
only in relation to the rest of the coal- 
field, and to its effects upon. present and 
future progress of the miners’ organisa- 
tion was held in but few quarters. In 
other words, it was at this period but 
weakly realised that all grievances pressing 
upon particular workers emanate from the 
class ownership and control of production 
and exghange, and can only be success- 
fully met by organised mass action, where- 
in each branch of working-class activity 

the miners are 

must be considered in relation to every 
other section of working-class activity, and 
wherein the interests of a portion of the 
working-class must not interfere with the 
generality of working-class interests. 

The great mass of miners, while sym- 
pathising with each other in the separate 
struggles with the coal-owners, did not con- 
ceive that all these struggles are the ex- 
pression of the same economic urge, of 
the same class need to which historical 
evolution had given birth. They did not 
conceive of these guerilla and apparently 
isolated and disconnected attacks upon the 
industry as being symptoms of the travail 
that the historical forces are undergoin 
in their delivery of a new society, an 
that they were, and are, linked together 
with economic threads that appear more 
visible every day. | 

GrowTH OF Mass CONSCIOUSNESS. 

During the last few years the old par- 
ochia! and narrow conception of working- 
Class activity has nearly disappeared, and 

inning. to realise the 
nature of the mission that the developing 
qrerhin forces have entrusted to them. 
‘he miners derive their importance from 

the importance in the economic life of 
society of the commodity, coal, which they 
produce. They are now realising that their 
great power must be used to benefit the 
workers, not only in respect to wages and 
hours, but also to improve the social con- 
ditions under which they live. To-day, the 
local Miners’ Lodge is a social force in 
the neighbourhood. 

SociaL ACTIVITIES OF THE MINERS’ FEDERATION. 
Questions  relati to rent, housing 

accommodation, local profiteering in food, 
clothing,  etc.;: in short, all the circum- 
stances of the miners’ social fife, in ad- 
dition to those purely economic and those 
exclusively pertaining to the mining or- 
anisation and industry, are discussed at 
odge meetings, and policies are there 

framed to meet the given situations. Prac- 
tically all the Lodges in South Wales are 
continually and threateningly drawing the 
attention of the municipalities to the 
shortage of houses, etc. In fact, the local 
Miners’ Lodge is no longer merely an in- 
strument for dealing with the economic 

ievances of a particular economic assoc- 
lation of wage-earners, but is now a very 

werful social organisation in its district. 
)f course, its predominating power in com- 
parison with other industries in the various 
districts is duq to the fact that the mining 
industry in South Wales engages in most 
districts the majority of the workers. 
ALL-EMBRACING CHARACTER OF THE ORGANISATION. 

Some idea of the progress made by the 
S.W.M.F. during the last few years is to 
be got by noticing the complete disappear- 
ance of non-unionism in the industry. At 
the present moment we can say that prac 
tically every man in the industry in South 
Wales is organised. Moreover, the 
S.W.M.F. embraces, with some few  ex- 
ceptions which must speedily disappear, 
the whole of these men. Thus are present 
some of the conditions which are necessarily 
required for the control of the industry 
by the miners. 

It is interesting to note that during the war a 
very important change took place regarding the 
basis of wages. Up to and including 1916, 
wages fluctuated according to the selling pric: 
of coal; an increase of wages could only be 
granted if the selling price, in relation to the 
cost of production permitted it. In 1917, how- 
ever, war bonuses were won by the miners on 
the ground of the increased cost of living, and 
from then up to the present time the selling 
price of coal as a determining factor of wages 
has been replaced by the standard of life desired 
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by the miner. Of course the high prices, when 
present, will be used to justify increases of 
wages; but for the future the miners are not 
going to permit the fluctuations in coal prices 
to hinder their attempts to raise their standard 
of life. 

Wiper Horizons. 

What perhaps is one of the most noteworthy 
and gratifying features of the last few years, 
is the pronounced tendency—to which reference 
has been made in its local aspect—to widen the 
horizon of the miners’ organisation, and to go 
farther than the mere improvement, or main- 
tenance of wages, hours, etc. To-day the 
miner is determined to gain) complete control 
over the conditions under which he works, and 
is urging the worker in all other industries to 
do likewise. The official nationalisation scheme 
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Labour College. 

gifts, not in the degree and manner determined 
by the present ruling class, but in a manner and 
degree determined by themselves. 

Miners Dery Muewnitions Act. 
It was this spirit of self-reliance and resis- 

tance to domination that animated the miners 
in 1915, when, as a result of their coming out 
on strike for the purpose of securing better 
terms in the new Wage Agreement, the Govern- 
ment proclaimed the South Wales area under 
the Munitions Act and thereby made each miner 
liable to a fine of £5 for every day he was absent 
from work. This attitude of the Government 
made the position worse from their point of 
view, for the miners stiffened their backs and 
in a determined manner declared their intention 
to resist the claim of the Government to com- 
pletely dominate their actions. As we all know, 
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and campaign is the official recognition of this 
fact. The ‘average miner, and not omly the 
advanced section, resents the patronising and 
condescending character of the attempts of the 
ruling class to improve his conditions ; attempts 
which they realise are only made to ensure the 
safety of the profits of capitalist production. 

BovurGceois IpEoLOGY REJECTED. 

A week or so ago the writer attended a meet- 
ing at a vestry attached to a fashionable West 
End Church where a Labour College student 
addressed a ‘‘bourgeois’’ audience on *‘Nation- 
alisation and the Miners’ Point of View.’’ It 
was amazing to see how completely these 
people failed to grasp the point of view of the 
South Wales miner. They thought that if they 
showed their appreciation of the arduous and 
hazardous nature of the miner’s occupation, by 
increasing his wages, if possible, and by giving 
him a better house to live in, all would be done 
that was necessary. At the conclusion of the 
meeting a lady told the writer that very 
frequently she read to her son portions,of a 
well-known encyclopedia describing the cost in 
life and limb at which coal was procured. She 
gushingly added that she emphasised to her son 
the need for being very grateful to the miners, 
and to see to it that in return they should have 
a nice house to live in and the opportunity to 
obtain a farm allotment. 

The attitude of these people toward the miner 
is very much like that which they display to 
their pet dogs. They cannot imagine that the 
worker would still be dissatisfied with his com- 
modity status, even if he were given plenty to 
eat and drink and clothing and shelter in abun- 
dance. They cannot understand that the 
worker intends to leave his position at the leg 
of the table where the dog usually remains, and 
is determined to have a place on the table and 
a voice in its arrangement. These people have 
had a monopoly of education; of the means of 
cultivating and satisfying esthetic tastes ;and of 
the arrangements by which the present social 
relations are maintained. They have had such 
a monopoly of the culture (in the best sense of 
the term) that social development has ushered 
in, that they cannot realise that the workers are 
going to see that they share in these social 
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the Government were compelled to withdraw . 
the proclamation, and the’ miners thus vindi. 
cated their right to at least some control over 
the expenditure of their labour-power. 

THe EQuALISATION OF WAGES. 

In the wage agreement that was then arrived 
at, the wages of the lower-paid miners were 
raised, and the disparity between the higher and 
the lower-paid mén was reduced. Not many 
years ago the argument that the lower paid and 
semi-skilled miner should receive a wage suffi- 
cient to enable him to maintain his family at 
u social standard equal to that needed by the 
higher-paid man and his family, would havé 
met with unanimous dissent. To-day—even 
more so than in 1915, when a partial applica- 
tion of this principle was effected—the mass of 
the miners are converted-in the main to this 
point of view. Some progress, however, has 
still to be made in order to get a uniform wage 
for all grades of miners. Improvements were 
also made by this Agreement of the wages and 
working conditions. 

THe ABOLITION OF CAPITALISM HAS BECOME THE 

OFFICIAL OBJECT OF THE S.W.M.F. 

Another feature which has characterised the 
progress made during the period under re- 
view, and of which a miner may well be proud, 
is the inclusion in the Rules of the 5.W.M.F. 
of the abolition of capitalism as part of the 
objects of the Federation. Probably there is no 
other powerful Union in the country, the con- 
stitution of which is so revolutionary. And the 
inclusion of this programme in the rules is by 
no means mere window-dressing. Nearly all 
the activities of the miners’ organisation are 
influenced by the degree to which they bring 
the overthrow of capitalism nearer. The fight of 
last year, which resulted in the setting up of 
the Coal Industry Commission, was inaugurated 
by the advanced section of the miners, in order 
to help forward the materialisation of this ob- 
ject, and all future activities and demands will 
be animated by the same desire. 

At the outbreak of war the 8.W.M.F. Execu- 
tive sounded the proletarian attitude to capi- 
talist war, and defifinitely declared opposition to 
the conflict that was then impending. Through- 

‘teristic of the last few years is the | 
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out the war the South Wales miners endeav- 
oured to protect themselves and the rest of the 
workers from the encroachment of the capi- 
talists who tried to exploit the situation 
pees ty i war. Supplies of men nigingly 
tary and naval purposes were very gru ly 
given, and the Govaramsin’ had mh to fear 
the resistance which South Wales miners put 
up against the demands for human munitions of 
war. Every effort was made to secure for sol- 
diers increased pay, both for themselves and 
their dependents. 

COMPENSATION FOR THE INJURED. 

ving one of the questions of which the 
miners have least reason to be proud is the 
position of the injured miner receiving oom- 
pensation; 25/- a week is still the maximum 
sum that an injured miner completely divorced 
from his employment, can-receive, whilst the 
miner on light employment geta little 
more. This is one of the question which de- 
serves the attention of every miner, and on 
which Pm should be put up. It is really 
impossible for any man receiving compensation 
pay to subsist without recourse to his friends 
or relatives. And no miner can afford to shirk 
the ae. for no one knows who is going to 
be the next victim, no one is absolutely im- 
mune from accident. 

Incoma Tax. 
During the later half of last year the miners 

led the way in a fight against the payment of 
Income Tax upon wages, and if the movement 
had not been ‘‘spiked’’ by the leaders a vital 
blow would have been struck at the very roots 
of Government. It has been too often a feature 
of the last few years that one of the obstacles 
to working-class progress in South Wales has 
been the policy of the leaders. However the 
fight has not been averted, it has only’ been 
postponed. 

MARXIAN CLASSES. 
The most remarkable and pleasing charac- 

e number 
of classes which have sprung up ighoyt 
South Wales. To-day the need is for teachers, 
and when more of these are forthcoming, the 
number of classes will further increase. In 
nearly every mining district there is a band of 
young men eager to gain some knowledge of 
the laws of past human social development, so 
as to foresee whither this society is tending, 
and to harmonise their local activities with the 
inherent forces of economic evolution. The 
Welsh Commirsion into the Causes of Indus- 
trial Unrest (1917) paid a tribute to the in- 
tluence which these small bands of earnest 
young men who were conscious of what they 
wanted and how to achieve it, can and do 
wield in the coalfield, Economic evolution is 
propelling society ferward, and the people who 
realise the futility of opposing its progreas have 
much the best opportunity of making use 
of it. These classes are creating the psycho- 
logy whereby the future activities of the miners 
will not be conditioned by sentiment, or 
vague rebellion against the social injustices 
that hurt them. The men who have passed 
through the classes will be guided by scientific 
knowledge, and a realisation of the laws that 
cause social systems to come and go; and in 
consequence their activities will be much more 
effective. 

EFFECT OF THE SHORTER WoRKING Day. 

The classes are responsible for the distribu- 
tion of large quantities of Marxian literature, 
the full effect of which cannot be overestimated 
and will fructify in a visible manner in the 
course of time. The reduction of working hours 
from 8 to 7 is enabling the miner to utilise more 
time for the problems that face and drive him 
to action. Incidentally, it will also necessitate 
the expenditure of a larger sum of money dur- 
ing the increased leisure time, and thus raise 
the standard of living, and make further in- 
roads upon mineowners’ profits. 

- Miners’ GrowinG CONTROL OVER THE 
INDUSTRY. 

Whether the official scheme for nationalisa- 
tion and jeint control is granted or not, the 
South Wales miners are going on quietly with 
the work of taking control. Some day, when 
the Government at last enacts some scheme of 
joint control, it will wake up to find that it is 
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only legalising what already exist in practice. 
At the present moment the miners are neces- 

sarily exercising much control over important 
question of safety, employment, and dismissal 
of workmen, overtime, method of working, effi- 

ciency of officials, and supplies of means of 
production. Victimisation, which was once a 

very frequent and brutal practice of the coal- 
owners, has been fought and, at least in its 
naked character, thrown aside. 

The psychology of the miners is now such 
that they are determined completely to dom- 
inate and control the forces and machinery that 
enter so largely into their lives. Last year a 
portion of the rank and file ‘published a pam- 
phlet setting forth in detail, to a degree not 
hitherto done, the machinery by which miners 
must control and manage coal production.* No 
one should fail to get this pamphlet. No words 
are wasted therein to show the right of the 
worker to control his industry. That is taken 
for granted. This fact alone is sufficient to 
show the change of outlook which the miner 
has undergone. 

RANK AND Fite Resect BuREAUCRATIC 
NATIONALISATION. 

Nearly every miner to-day believes in his 
right to decide the character of the conditions 
under which he works. It is because the off- 
cial scheme is garbed in bureaucratic attire ; 
that it does not permit complete control from 
the bottom, but permits the higher hieriarchy 
to determine the powers of the lower tiers, it is 
because of this that the miners show no enthu- 
siasm over it. The rank and file pamphlet de- 
mands control from the bottom, and decentra- 
lises the industry, as far as the general interests 
of the community will allow. It assumes that 
the miner should not have democracy made 
for him, but that be must make it himself. 
Whatever becomes of the official scheme; 

economic progress in the industry must even- 
tually bring into materialisation the broad prin- 
ciples of this rank and file scheme. 

Grown OF ATTENDANCE AT LODGE MEETINGS. 
A very welcome sign of progress during the 

last few years is the increasing number of 
people who take interest in Trade Union ques- 
tions, and attend the Lodge meetings. The 
capitalist Press have often been urging the 
miners to attend their Lodge meetings in 
order to subvert the policies of the so-called 
extremists, not understanding that the latter 
stand to gain from increased attendance, and 
are never tired of exhorting the miners to at- 
tend their Lodge meetings. It can safely be 
said that the most revolutionary mining centres 
are those in which the largest percentage of 
members attend their Lodge meetings. 

SociaALisTs REALISING IMPORTANCE OF WORK IN 
INDUSTRIAL FIELD. 

It is interesting to notice that the Socialist 

movement has undergone a change of attitude 
towards the Trade Union movement. It no 
longer dismisses the Trade Union movement as 
reactionary, it no longer falls into despair after 
each industrial rebuff. but throws itself en- 
tirely into the industrial movement, realising 
that there must be built up the industrial 
structure that will overthrow capitalism and 
will afterwards carry on production in the new 
soclety. 

Tue FUTure. 

Grave and serious problems lie ahead, but 
the miners can face them with the confidence 
and assurance that are born of scientific know- 
ledge—the knowledge that they are fighting re- 
action and are aided by social dynamic forces. 
The miners’ Jahweh is the realisation that 
mens ideas are a reflection of their’ material 
condition of production, and that with a change 
of the latter a change of the former must in- 
evitably follow. The present social mode of 
production is changing men’s idea, and the day 
cannot be far off when individual ownership of 
the social processes will be replaced by common 
ownership and control. Armed with this know- 
ledge, the miner will go forward, undeterred by 
temporary checks or rebuffs, unintluenced by 
the appeals which given situations make to 
sentiment, considering only the goal, which is 
human welfare in its largest sense. The miner 
now begins to realise that this can only be 
achieved by harnessing one's activities to 
economic progress. ‘** PLEBIAN.” 

THE RENT STRIKE. 
When the War started, prices immediately 

began to soar and rents soon followed, especially 
in the munition areas. In 1915 matters came to 
a head when working women in various parts ot 
the country announced that they would refuse to 
pay any more rent till it should be brought down 
to the pre-war level. As a result of this action 
the Rent Act was passed which prevented the 
raising of rents on working-class houses for the 
period of the War. 

The Glasgow Rent Strike was the largest and 
most important. 

Mrs.. Helen Crawfurd, who took a lead- 
ing part in this strike, writes:— 

“The Glasgow housing conditions have 
been for many years a grave scandal. The 
working classes of this great industrial cen- 
tre are huddled together like cattle. In 
the 36,000 single apartment houses in the 
city, the proletariatis born, eats, sleeps, 
dies—the living members having to eat and 
sleep beside the dead until they can make 
arrangements for burying. Many “houses’”’ 
consist of but one or two rooms. A house 
with two rooms and a kitchen can only 
be afforded by a highly-skilled workman. 
Every room is slept in—there are always 
one or two beds in the kitchen. If there 
is a sitting-room, there is generally a cup- 
board in the wall which is used as a bed, 
the cupboard door being left open at night 
to let im air. 

“From August 4th, 1914, till November, 
1915, the increased activity of the ship- 
yards and munition factories brought a big 
influx of workers to Glasgow, and, con- 
sequently, a greater demand for houses. 

‘Full advantage of this demand was 
taken by property owners, who immediately 
began to raise the already exhorbitant rents 
and to serve eviction notices upon those 
who refused to pay the increase. Aged 
people whose sons were serving with the 
Colours and women with young children 
and husbands at the front, were ordered 
to quit.”’ 

The mass of Glasgow workers were up 
in arms, and the women, especially, were 
seething with a militant unrest. The 
masses were eager for action and. the or- 
ganised Labour movement was enthusiastic 
for the struggle. 

The Glasgow Women’s Housing Associa- 
tion, which had been formed some years 
before, became the medium through which 
these forces found expression. It was pro- 
fessedly a non-political organisation, but 
when it began to organise meetings of pro- 
test against the increased rents, and _ to 
collect and publish cases of hardship, the 
entire Labour movement ra lied to its sup- 
port. Women flocked to join it from all 
the classes on whom the increased rents 
pressed hardly, and the women, whether old 
or new members of the Housing Association, 
or women of the Labour and Soeialist, or 
special women's organisations, were the 
most active and energetic workers in” the 
campaign. Helen Crawfurd continues:— 

“The meetings were attended by huge 
and enthusiastic crowds. Committees were 
formed in the different districts, and_ to 
these committees notices of eviction were 

brought. The women decided upon a rent 
strike. Members of the Housing Assoe- 
iatiegn were instructed to offer the pre-war 
rent if the factor should eall, buf to refuse 
to pay the increase. Oblong cards were sold 
twelve inches by six, on which were printed 
the words:— 

RENT STRIKE. 

WE ARE NOT REMOVING. 

* These were eagerly bought and hung 
up in the windows. It was a common 
sight to pass through a working-class dis- 
trict and see these cards in every window. 

The district committees arranged meet 
ings in the streets where eviction notices 
had been served. 

‘ Picketing was organised. Most of the 
Glasgew jhouses are built on the ten- 
ement system. In order to a low the women 
to get on with their household duties, one 
women picket would sit in the entrance 
passage, which in Scotland we call the 
close. She always carried with her a bell. 
If the Sheriff’s officer appeared, she rany 
the bell vigorously and the women came 
running from every quarter—leaving their 
baking, but sometimes bringing flour, water 
and other things to throw at the officer. 
Few Sheriffs’ officers cared to wait long! 
“The movement spread like wildfire 

through the city; big co.lections were given 
at the meeti and co-lections were also 
taken in the shipbuilding yards for our 
advertisements and propaganda. 

“Twelve tenants were summoned _ to 
appear before the Sheriff on November 17th, 
1915, for refusal to pay increased rent, 

“The Women’s Housing Association de 
cided to gq with the tenants to the Court, 
and notices were sent into the shipyards 
and factories asking the men to come out 
for the day and join in the procession. 
‘We sha!l never forget that morning! 

Thousands of workmen left work at the 
breakfast hour, and marched in procession 
from East and West to the Sheriff’s Court 
in the centre of the city. With their grimy 
clothes and their grim, determined faces, 
they looked formidal le. 

‘“ The Courthouse was soon filled. 
Thousands of people surrounded the build- 
ing and crowded the streets adjoining. From 
boxes and lorries men and women addressed 
the multitude. 

“ A deputation was sent in to interview 
the Sheriff. The crowded courtyard, the 
thousands of workmen outside, struck ter- 
ror to the heart of the authorities. More- 
over, the war work of the munition fac- 
tories and shipyards was being held up. 

“ Negotiations between Council and 
Sheriff were held, telegrams and telephone 
messages were exchanged with Whitehall. 

“It ended in the twelve summonses 
being dismissed, the Sheriff saying that the 
Ministry of Munitions would investigate the 
matter, the men being asked to go back 
to their work meantime. 

“The Rent Restriction Act was then hur- 
riedly passed through Pa:l'ament ; the 
workers in England, Ircland and Wales 
sharing the benefits of that courageous fight 
put up by the working women of Glasgow, 
backed by the direct tndustrial action of the 
men.” MELEN CRAWEURD. 
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Rent strikes took place also in London 
and «other places, but the Glasgow _ rent 
strike was by far the largest, most success- 
ful and most m'litant. 

At the close of the strike, the Women’s 
Housing Association and its active Women’s» 
District Committees soon disappeared. An 
effort was made to keep the committees in 
being to deal with other problems, but the 
masses Of its supporters had rushed to- 
gether to secure redress of one burning 
grievance, and no other, equally striking 
and easily dealt with, was to hand. The 
disintegration of the Housing Association 
was hastened by dissention amongst its sup 
porters. The Labour Party desired to make 
it the Labour Women’s Housing Associa- 
tion, and to attach it to the Labour Party. 
Some of the active women desired the As: 
sociation to be non-party. Two organisa- 
tions were formed and_ both speedily 
dwindled. 

Comrades are urged to volunteer to sell the 
“ Workers’ Dreadnought” on Trade terms at all 
meetings of every description in their partic- 
ular districts. Write to “ Workers’ Dreadnought, 
152, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 
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