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“The ameliorative measures prepared by My late Government are being examined afresh and you

HILE the votes were being cast
in the General Election, the Un-
/' employed Marchers were con-
verging upon London. As the new
Members, flushed with  triumph, were
gathering at Westminster, ready for the
opening of Parliament, so too there gathered
weather beaten and travel-stained, the
chosen representatives of one and a half
million unemployed and their five million
dependents.

The Members had come in due course to
do as had been done on like occasions for
many a century. The unemployed had
come to do their best to prevent that which
had been the rule and custom to prevail
any longer. They were resolved to see the
Prime Minister: to extract from him a pub-
lic promise; and to excite in the breasts of
their fellow victims of capitalism a. grim
determination to see, first that the promise
should be given, and second, that once
given, it should be carried out—or they
would know the reason why.

will be asked to make provision for their conti

' CAPITALISM’'S NEMESIS

Processions and demonstrations of the
unemployed have been of frequent occur-
rence. Since in the late ‘“‘eighties’” John
Burns forced himself into prominence as the
¢ Man with the Red Flag”’— one who was
“an outlaw against society because society
had outlawed him”’—every few years had
seen the appearance of the phenomenon.

At first they were a portent—a threat of
reprisals by the hungry upon those who
were better fed than they. Thus considered
it was a matter of temperament whether
their gathering was resented as an impudent
attempt at blackmail or pitied as a parade
of helpless failure—subconsciously, highly
gratifying to those who had managed to
succeed.

In the one mood the unemployed were
bludgeoned—in the other they were given
odd coppers; in either they were treated
as evidence, not of the failure of capitalism
as a social system, but of the failure of the
unemployed man to adapt himself to the
needs of hig time.

nuance and extension’’—King’s Speech

The newspapers, in pre-war days, swift to
do their masters’ bidding, discriminated
largely = and profoundly between the
“genuine’’ unemployed and the “unemploy-
able,” and set out to prove that the demon-
strators all fell into the latter category.

Occasionally, there was a riot, like that
in 1886, when the unemployed, goaded by
insults, smashed windows from Pall Mall to
Regent’s Park. Generally they marched to
the tune of rattling cigar-boxes, in which
were gathered pence sufficient for a day or
two to tide over the sharpest necessities of
hunger.. After a few weeks the newness
wore off, the collections fell away, the pro-
cessions dwindled until they eeased.and the
unemployed were forgotten until a fresh
crisis brought them again upon the scene.

Such were the unemployed demonstrations
of pre-war days: such are not the demon-
strations with which the Capitalist State
is confronted to-day.

(Continued on Page 4)
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Emancipate the Dukes !
London Labour Party’s Great Concern

HEN the Annual Conference of the
London Labour Party assembled
last Saturday, delegates were given
a paper containing the text of the
Chairman’s address and headed * Inspiring
Address.” We can honestly say that never
in all our experience of Conferences have we
heard a less inspiring address, nor attended
a Conference more out of touch with realities.

Only twice during the Chairman’s address
did the delegates cheer. First on the-refer-
ence to George Lansbury’s election and then
to our Comrade Saklatvala’s.

After that the Conference became a
funeral-like procession. In vain did a few
live spirits endeavour to wake it up.

Dr. Salter, the newly elected member for
Bermondsey, made a successful defence of
the reduction of wages of municipal em-
ployees. On the plea that not 500 of his
constituents got more than £3 a week he
justified the dragging down to the verge of
destitution those workers employed by Labour
Councils.

Comrade Vaughan, speaking for the
Bethnal Green Councillors, vigorously op-
posed this policy. His speech was a vivid
exposure of the Whitley Councils and the
Joint Industrial Board—but the Conference
votes, mainly in the hands of Trade Union
representatives, went for the reduction policy.

The next sign of life came on a proposition
to extend membership of the Party to all
working class organisations accepting - the
Labour Party Constitution.

Great concern was expressed by Mr. James
Myles (I.L.P.) that the movement should
not move to the Right. This resolution would
admit Tory Working Men Associations.

Comrade Bishop rightly pointed out that
the Labour Party were more concerned with
what the Morning Post or the Pall Mall
would say than with uniting all the working
class elements. This resolution was meant to
apply to such bodies as the Communist Party.
Why were they not admitted? They were not
opposing Labour. The Chairman, T. E.

aylor had written his thanks to the Com-
munists, 37 Communists ran as Labour candi-
dates in the Guardians elections, six ran as
Labour candidates in the L.C.C., and 27 in
the recent Borough Council elections.

On a show of hands the resolution was
carried overwhelmingly, but on a card vote
the “ block-heads” won.

Woolwich Trades Council wanted the aims
of the Party altered so that its object should
be the emancipation of the working class.
Their delegate vigorously opposed the con-
cern Tor other sections.

Herbert Morrison, the secretary, showed a
pitiful concern for the capitalist class. They,
poor fellows, were as much victims of circum-
stances as the workers—we would emancipate
them. “ Labour admits into its ranks all
who stand for its objective,” he said. This
in spite of the vote given against the ad-
mission of Communists. .

Comrade Wall denounced this in scathing
terms. ‘“ Did Morrison think the Duke of
Northumberland wanted emancipating?”’ Once
again reaction prevailed and tﬁe status quo
was endorsed.

It was not until the end of the agenda
had been reached that any decision of import
was made. Then for once the heart of the
Conference evidenced itself. The following
resolution was passed:—

‘““That this Conference of the London
Labour Party is convinced that the workers
should present a United Front, both poli-
tical and industrial, to the onslaughts of
Capitalism, therefore we call upon the
Executive Committee to - immediately
initiate a campaign for the purpose of
attaining the United Front of the
Workers.”

Despite efforts to confine it to the political
field, and an amendment which would take
the initiating onus off the Executive. the
resolution was carried. We wonder if the
Executive will obey its instructions?

There were no cheers at the conclusion of
tltl)e gonference. There was nothing to cheer
about. .

The Central Executive Committee of
the Communist Party announces that
Mrs. L. Collings, 41, Swinton Street,
Gray’s Inn Road, W.C. (formerly a
member of the South West Islington
branch) Is no longer a member of the
Party.

British Capital and Indian Revolt

Speech by S. SAKLATVALA in the House of Commons, 23/11/22

NE of our speakers said that the continent
of Europe had been impoverished because
capital had gone abroad. Who took it
abroad ?

Is it a sign of disservice to the country for en-
terprising men to take their capital abroad? If that
is so, what can be said of private  enterprise in
Britain itself, and those British citizens who ‘are
taking abroad British capital produced by British
working men, day after day and year after year?

Over 74 jute mills have been erected in Bengal
by British millers and capitalists, with the result
that to-day we have shut up shop in Dundee and
our workers in Bengal are working at from 14s. to
38s. a month—producing for the owners dividends
of from 150 per cent to 400 per cent.

Out of the 124 coal companies in my country,
India, 102 have been opened out by DBritish capita-
kists.

If these are the results of private enterprise, may
we ask our friends not to sit down and wait untik
the great calamity overtakes this country altogether,
but to learn lessons from what has happened on
the Continent, and remove the causes which brought
about the conditions which all of us agree are not
worthy an intelligent and civilised race?

One of my colleagues referred to the position of
trade with India, especially the textile trade, and I
understood the Seconder of the Motion to refer to
how it had become impracticable for the Austrians
to buy Indian hides and the Germans to buy Indian
cotton, and so forth.

I ‘want the House to note carefully that the loss
of trade with India is due to two separate reasons.

One hak been the desire of the Government of
this country (who have always prided themselves
as a constitutional nation and Government) to try in
the - outside world most unconstitutional methods of
dictating Government from outside.

No Britisher would for a moment tolerate a con-
stitution for Great Britain if it were written outside
of Great Britain by people who are not British.

In a similar way the constitutions for Ireland and
India and Egypt and Mesopotamia should be con-
stitutions written by the men of those countries,
without interference from outside.

But there is another great cause, and I wish the
House to understand it clearly. It is the rivalry
due to the spirit of private enterprise which is
responsible now, and will be responsible in the
future, for one country depriving the workers of
another country of their legitimate livelihood.

It is the growth of this private enterprise, of these
large corporations and trusts, these huge industrial
concerns in India, which is beginning to tell ity
tale upon the workers of this country.

I wish to make no secret of it. The cotton
industry of this country is bound to suffer from this
two-fold evil, namely, the political,. sulking of the
people of India and the spread of private enterprise
and of the privileges of the private enterprisers.

The Indian private enterprisers have learned to
ask for protective duties, for high dividends, for
low wages, long hours, and all- kinds of privileges
which private enterprise in this country has claimed,
for 150 years. i

It is this combination which is working the ruii
of the workers of this land. :

In reference to Ireland, I am well disciplined
and trained in the general principle of the Labour
movement, namely, that the happiness of the world
depends on international peace, and that interna-
tional peace is only possible when the self-deter-
mined will of the people prevails in each country.

I deplore greatly, therefore, those elements in she
Irish Treaty that are not compatible with that
great and wholesome principle.

Everyone knows that the Treaty has, unfortu-
nately, gone forth as the only alternative to a new
invasion of Ireland by British troops. As long as
that element exists the people of Ireland have a
right to say that the very narrow majority which
in Ireland accepted the Treaty at the time, aecepted
it also on this understanding—that if they did not
accept it she alternative was an invasion by the
Blank-and-Tans of this country. '

If it were possible in some way to allow the
people of Ireland to understand that their country’s
constitution is to be framed by them as a majority
may decide, and that the alternative would not be
an invasion from this country, but that this country,
would shake hands with Ireland as a neighbeur,
whatever shape or form that Government took, it
would be quite a diffesent story.

Otherwise, whatever we may do, however many
treaties we may pass, hewever unanimous the British
may be in their behaviour towards Ireland, Ireland
will not be made a peaceful country.

As in 1801 England gave them a forced Union,
so in 1922 England is giving them a foreed
freedom.

When I say so, I put forward not my personal
views, but the views of 90 per cent of those Irish-
men who are my electors. They have pointed out
to me that, whereas under the threat of renewed
invasion the Dail only passed the Treaty by a
majority of barely half a dozen votes, Irishmen
who are not urder that threat—Irishmen who are
now living in Great Britain—have, by a tremendous
majority, voted against it. As long as those factors
continue to exist, the Irish Treaty is mot going to
be what we—in a sort of silent conspiracy—have
decided to name it. The reality will not be there.
The reality is not there.

Before I conclude I wish to refer to one point
which is conspicuous by its absence from the King’s
Speech.

If in the Empire, this House and this Govern-
ment is going to #ake the glory of the good, they
will also have to take the ignominy of anything
disgraceful which happens outside this country.
This Government and this House will have to
satisfy this country as well as outside countries, why
the policy of the South African Goverament, in
hanging and shooting workers, was permitted and
was kept quiet.

We are still calling Ireland a part of this Empire,
and it is only last week that four young working-
class lads, without an open trial anfl without even
fair notice to their families, were shot. These acts
might be described as the acts of independent gov-
ernments. Either these governments are indepen-
dent or they are part of this Empire. If they are
part of this Empire, then the Government must
see to it that a policy of this kind does not go

« without challenge and protest from this House.

Clara Zetkin Greets the Russian Proletariat

REETINGS.

Greetings a thousand times to the Russian
Proletariat, the alert self-sacrificing, faith-
ful advance guard of the world revolution.

The Russian working class was the first to learn
the lesson of the imperialistic world war, that
robber war .in which the bourgeoisie broke all the
laws—written or unwritten—of their own culture,
and trampled upon every worthy achievement strug-
gling humanity had won.

And the Russian proletariat learned mere than
that; they learned the lesson of eight months of
bourgeois revolution and democracy, of eight months
of the betrayal of the interests and rights of the
toiling classes.

They pronounced the historical verdict on the
class domination of the bourgeoisie. Their finding
was that capitalist class rule implies the economic
exploitation’ of the masses to the utmost limits of
endurance, their political enslavement,  their educa-
tional drugging, and a deprivation of science and
art which reduces them to the level of barbarism.

The Russian proletariat confirmed the historical
verdict on the class rule of the bourgeoisie. By the
establishment of the Soviet rule, “they seized the
state power with their own strong hands.  The
Soviet power is the tool with whieh will be forged

the Communist Commonwealth in which all will
be free.

In the last five years the Russian proletariat has
fought internal and external counter-revolution with
unexampled heroism. As freemen, who are resolved
never to return to the old slavery, they have shown
that they know how to use their power. Théy are
now allotted the final and most difficult task, that
of transforming the present social order into the
Communist society, despite all opposition.

After five years of struggle and sacrifice, such as
the world has mever before witnessed, the Russian
proletariat has’ proved conclusively its endurance,
its courage and inspiration, and its fraternal soli-
darity with the exploited and enslaved of all
classes. The joy of spending even only ten minutes
among these workers, of feeling their heart beat and
'sensing the glow and power of their will, rewards
one for the labour of a life-time in the revolutionary
struggle. This proletariat, full of glorious promise
for the future—the chosen people which, instead
of waiting longingly the coming of some saviour,
seek’ to create their heaven now upon the earth—
with them shall we march, shoulder to shoulder,
so that the oppressed of all lands may carry the red
banner, with hammer and sickle, to final victory.

S
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INTERVIEW WITH LENIN

HE special correspondent of the
Manchester Guardian, Mr, Arthur
Rangome, has been the means of ob-
taining by a series of questions put
directly to our Comrade Lenin, an authori-
tative indication of the lines of development
that may be expected in Soviet Russia.

Communists cannot fail to be profoundly
interested in Lenin’s simple and final dis-
pesal of the myth that ‘“Russia has aban-
doned Communism.”

Ransome’s questions betray the orthodox
bourgeois  misconceptions in .all their
purity. Lenin’s replies are themselves an
introduction to the study of the philosophy
and methods of Communism,

THE PROBLEM OF THE NEPMAN.

Question I.: “I find (in Moscow) immense
economic activity, everybody buying and
selling, and a new trading class obviously
in existence. I ask, How is it that the
Nepman is not, and shows no signs of
wishing to be, a political force?’

Lenin’s Answer: ‘“Your first question re-
minded me of a talk in London long, long,
ago. It was a_Saturday evening, about
twenty years back. I was walking with a
friend. The streets were extraordinarily
animated. Everywhere along the streets
the traders were lighting up their goods
with small metal flare-lamps  burning
naphtha or something like it. The lights
were very beautiful. The movement in the
streets was really extraordinary. Everybody
was buying or selling. )

“In Russia there was at that time a move-
ment which we called ‘The Economists.” By
this name we knew a childish simplification
of the views of the historical materialism of
Marx. My friend was an ‘Economist,” and
busied himself at once in expounding his
wisdom. ‘Behold,” said he, ‘on this extra-
ordinary economic activity must follow a
striving towards political power,’ 1 laughed
at such an understanding of Marx. A
multitude of small traders, and their very
lively activity, does not in the very slightest
bear witness to the great economic strength
of a class, from which conclusions could and
should be drawn concerning a striving to
‘political power.’ )

“I fear that your question why this
Nepman (i.e., street trader? small trader?)
does not ‘show signs of striving to become
a political force’ brings a smile to our faces,
and we shall reply to it: ‘For the very same
reason why the crowd in the London streets
which was all buying and -selling in the

- streets on Saturdays did not show in_ Eng-
land signs of a striving after political
power-, »

THE QUESTION OF PRODUCTION.

Question 11.: “I get the impression that
in Russia to-day sale and exchange is highly
profitable, whereas production is not profit-
able except in the rarest cases. Sale and
exchange is in the hands of the Nepmen.
Profitable production is mostly small scale
and in the hands of private persons. Un-
profitable production is in the hands of the
State. I ask: Does this mean the steady
economic strengthening of the Nepmen and
the steady weakening of the State?”

Lenin’s Answer: ‘I am afraid that your
second question is also stated from a point
of view almost ‘Economist,” in the sense of
the word mentioned above. Bastiat, it
seems, was almost seriously of the opinion
that the ancient Greeks and Romans lived
by robbery.” He did not trouble much with
the economic question as to what was the
origin of the stuff that was stolen by these
people who lived by robbery. . .

“You have the impression that in Russia
at the present time buying, selling, and ex-
change are highly profitable ‘while produc;
tion is possible only in the rarest cases.
(Lenin misread my question, which does not
use the ward ‘‘possible’” but ‘‘profitable.”
—A. R.). )

‘I was much surprised to read of such a
deduction from observation of the Moscow
streets. But what, thought I, of the millions
and millions of Russian peasants? The case
of their sowing the ground, that is obviously
not a rare case, certainly not one of the
rarest, but is a case in the majority in
Russia. A case even more numerous than
the buying or selling of anything by a
Nepman.

(Since Lenin: cannot hit back again, it is
perhaps unfair for me to point out that the
Russian peasants are actually Nepmen,
seeing that after paying their taxes they
are allowed to sell their produce freely, and
that they owe this freedom to the New
Economic Policy.—A. R.).

““And probably peasant production in
Russia is not only ‘possible’ but also highly
‘profitable.” Otherwise, whence would come
those hundreds of millions of poods of corn
tax which our peasants have brought to the
State so extraordinarily easily and quickly?
Whence that general rise of building
activity, both in the villages of boundless
Russia and in the towns, which is observable
by everyone and all?

“Is not he who puts such a question
taking for ‘highly profitable sale and ex-
change’ the petty trade when a small trader
gets sometimes millions and millions of
profit in the falling Russian waluta, when
the million on the open market is worth
less than a rouble was formefly?

“Such a mistake is hardly possible, for our
State is now crossing out—for some months
already it has been crossing out—the use-
less noughts on the paper money. Yesterday
a trillion, but now four noughts are crossed
out, and the result is ten million. The State
does not grow rich from this, but it would
be strange to suppose that it should grow
weaker, for a step forward towards the im-
provement of money is here obvious. The
Nepman begins to see how the stabilisation
of the rouble is beginning ; this, for example
was obvious last summer.” The Nepman be-
gins to understand that the crossing out of
ncughts will go yet further, and I scarcely
think it is likely to be arrested by his
‘sttiving after political power.’

“I return to production. With us land
is in the hands of the State. The small
peasants who possess it pay the tax excel-
lently.  Industrial production, so far as it
concerns so-called light industry, is visibly
reviving, and it is oft8n either the property
of the State, under the direction of its
officials, or in the possession of lessees.

“Therefore there is no ground for fearing
‘the steady weakening of the State.’

“One must draw a distinction not between
production and trade but between produc-
tion in light industry and production in
heavy industry. This latter is actually un-
profitable—hence, indeed, the di&icult
position of our State. Of this later.”

Question 11l.: “It is suggested that an
attempt will be made (by taxation) to make
the Nepman subsidise production. I ask,
Will not the effect merely be to raise prices,
raise Nepman profits, indirectly compel a
rise in wages, and so a return to the same
position ¢’

Lenin’s Answer: ‘“There are hundreds of
millions of poods of corn in the hands of the
State. In such conditions to expect that
taxes will ‘merely’ raise prices is impossible.
Taxes will also give us a revenue from the
Nepmen and from the producers for the
help of industry, particularly for the help
of heavy industry.”

FORWARD OR BACKWARD!?

Question 1V.: “Judging by ordinary capi-
talist standards, the economic situation
should be worse. Judging from Communist
standards also, the situation should be
worse (decline of heavy industry). Yet
every individual I meet admits that for him
things are better than a year ago. It would
seem that something is happening which is
not allowed for by either capitalist or Com-
munist ideology. Now both these assume
progress. But what if, instead of progres-
sing, we are retrogressing? I ask, Is it pos-
sible that we are not advancing towards a
new state of well-being but returning to-
wards an old one? Is it not possible that
Russia is moving backwards towards a
period of agricultural production about
equal to her demands and of busy internal
trade only slightly affected by foreign im-
ports ? Would it not be possible to conceive
of such a period under a proletarian dic-
tatorship, as formerly under a feudal dic-
tatorship ?"’.

Lenin’s Answer: ‘“Let us begin by con-
sidering things according to ‘ordinary capi-
talist standards.’ ‘All the summer our rouble
wag stabilised. That is an obvious beginning

of improvement. Then the undoubted re-
vival of peasant production and of light in-
dustry. Also improvement.  Finally, our
Gosbank (State Bank) has received a clear
revenue of not less than twenty million
roubles in gold (that is a minimum estimate ;
in actual fact, more). Not much, but un-
doubtedly an improvement. Not much, but
undoubtedly the beginning of the growth
of a fund for heavy industry.

“Further, let us turn to consider things
according to Communist standards. All the
three circumstances already enumerated
are pluses from the Communist point of
view also, for, with us, the State authority
is in the hands of the workers. The step
towards the stabilisation of the rouble, the
revival of production by the peasants and
in light industry, and the beginning of
profit for the State Bank (that is, for the
State)—all these are plus from the Com-
munist point of view also.

“How can it be that, while .capitalism,
and Communism are opposite things, yet
various circumstances count as plus from
both opposite pointy of view? That is pos-
sible, for the transition of Communism is
possible also through State capitalism if
power in the State is in the hands of the
working class. And that precisely is ‘our
present case.’

“The decline of heavy industry—that is
our minus, But the beginning of revenue
from the State Bank and from the Depart-
ment of Foreign Trade is preparation for an
improvement of the state of affairs in this
branch also. The difficulties here are great,
but the matter is by no means hopeless.

“Let us proceed. Can it not be that we
are going backwards towards something or
other in the way of a ‘feudal dictatorship’?
Nothing of the kind is possible, for slowly,
with intervals, with steps backwards from
time to time, we are lifting ourselves along
the line of State capitalism. And this is a
line leading us forward to Socialism and to
Communism (as the highest grade of
Socialism) and not by any manner of means
backward to feudalism. :

“Foreign trade is growing ; the stabilisation
of the rouble is growing stronger, though
with intervals; the obvious revival of indus-
try in Peter (Petrograd) and Moscow; the
small, the very small beginning of the pre-
paration of State means for the assistance
of heavy industry, and so forth, All this
shows that Russia is going forward and not
backward, although, I repeat, very slowly
and with intervals.”’

Question V.: “Or have we merely the sad
spectacle of a squandering of capital that
ought to be used in production %’

Lenin’s Answer: “To this question a reply

has already been given by the preceding
exposition.”’ .

A RUMOUR CONTRADICTED.

Question VI.: ‘“Apart from these ques-
tions, I think the Manchester Guardian
would be interested to have from your lips
a contradiction of the rumours now busily
circulating in Moscow to the effect that the
card system 1is to be re-introduced this
winter, together with wholesale requisition
of the Nepmen’s stores.”’

Lenin’s Answer: ‘I willingly confirm the
complete lack of foundation for rumours to
the effect that we are thinking of going back
to the card system or to ‘a wholesale requi-
sition of the Nepmen’s stores.’

“Pure fairy-tales! We are not dreaming
of anything of the sort.

“Nor is 1t possible to imagine anything of
the sort in contemporary Russia. These are
rumours put about by malicious folk, who
are very angry with us, but not very clever.”’

Question VIl.: “Lastly, am I right in
assuming that the Urquhart Agreement is
not finally rejected but merely pigeon-holed
pending the establishment of normal friend-
ly relations with the British Government?’

Lenin’s Answer: ‘‘You are absolutely
right with regard to Urquhart. We have not
finally rejected the Urquhart concession. We
rejected it only for the political reason
pointed out by us in the press. We have
begun in our press an open discussion of
all the pros and all the contras. And we,
hope that after this discussion we shall form
our final opinion both on political and eco-
nomic lines.”
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CAPITALISM’S
NEMESIS

(continued from page 1)

No longer do aggregations of failures seek
to excite pity from the fortunate and suc-
cessful: The organised victims of Capitalism
serve notice upon it that they will not allow
themselves to be sacrificed to suit the con-
venience of the established social order.

The demand wupon the Prime Minister,
therefore, was something quite different
from anything similar which had preceded
1t.

A wise and far-seeing statesman would
have known enough to have seen this. But
as his best friends know, Mr. Bonar Law
is neither wise nor far-seeing.

He refused to see the Unemployed, he
communicated libels upon the = leading
marehers to the Press, and then, weakened
by the clamours of the new Labour Mem-
bers, offered them interviews with sub-
ordinate Ministers of his Cabinet.

Few things in political history were
meaner or more contemptible than Bonar
Law’s shift of sending tc the Press a police-
gathered ‘“‘record” of the leading marchers.
Trading on the brutal bourgeois notion that
anybody convicted of anything was thence-
forward and for ever beneath human con-
sideration, he paraded every instance he
could find where any member of the farch
had been convicted of anything. In a few—
a wvery few—cases, he found instances of
men convicted of the commoner crimes.
These obscure individuals who, whatever
their past, are now among the unemployed,
were magnified into leaders and coupled
with those who had been convicted as Com-
munists of ‘“sedition’’ and the like.

The whole of this precious farrago was
communicated from No. 10, Downing Street
to a select group of pressmen who, in their
turn, were expected to do—as some did—
the work of turning the whole unemployed
raarch into a ‘“Red Plot” to make a revo-
lution.

Bonar Law’s tactics reveal a great
truth. In the eyes of capitalism, tottering
to its crash, a Communist is not a fellow-
human, but a wild beast to. be hunted
down and extermimated without pause
or pity.

And, in the same eyes, a Communist Is
—any working man who will not lie down
tamely and accept any indignity or priva-
"t1i_ovn the Boss class choose to put upon

im. -

The fact that Bonar Law’s conduct was
a swindle designed to pave the way for a
murdercus onslaught on the unemployed—
who the more they were batoned would the
more be convicted of a ‘“‘Communist Plot”’
against the State—this fact was revealed in
the very first debate in the new House of
Commons.

He had calculated that the Labour
Leader of the Opposition would lay stress
upon the need for constitutional measures—
and herein his calculations were even more
right than he knew although the leader
bad changed. He had reckoned on getting
a repudiation of the organised unemployed
under a cover of pretended sympathy for
the victims of unemployment.

He %uessed wrong.

He forgot Newbold; he forgot Lansbury ;
he forgot the Labour Members from the
Clyde. And the result was that the Govern-
ment sat glum and silent while Labour
Member after Labour Member poured in hs
demand that the unemployed = problem he
tackled in earnest.

* X *

When Newbold taunted them with
speaking with the voice of their Master
in Wall Street, the boss class battalions
affected to lanugh. When he reminded them
that Revolution, instead of being the im-
possible thing that the old style Labour
Leaders had thought it, was a method of
historical progress that the Bourgeoise class
had employed all over the earth—mnowhere
with more success than in Britain—shey still
laughed, but, uneasily. -

The laugh wag hollow. Real and sincere
was the indication from the Labour
Benches that, whether they face it or not,
the revolutionary will of tae working mass
is gathering strength and clarity every day;
so much so that even the Labour Party is
under its spell, giving signs of the birth of
new and portentous things.

OMMUNISM in the COMMONS

Walton Newbold’s Maiden Speech Angers the Reactionary Majority

which there. are 13,000 men at the

bureau. I represent an area which has

been devastated by unemployment on a
scale without parallel in its history. I am
here as the representative of the working
men and working women in my constituency,
and of mnobody else, for the purpose of
bringing the grievances of the subject to
the foot of the Throne, or whatever you like
to call it.

We ‘are not satisfied with the attitude the
Government are taking up, but the Party
to which I belong cannot but be almost
grateful for the way the wunemployed are
being dealt with, because my Party do not
believe you will ever enable us to carry our
point constitutionally and legally.

We do not take the same point of view
exactly as the hon. Member for Aberavon
(Mr. Macdonald) or the right hon., Member
for Derby (Mr. Thomas).

We have not got the same patience or the
same confidence in it.

We believe that when the time comes
we shall have to deal with your class as

IREPRESENT in this House an area in

the hon. Member who once sat for}

Huntingdon dealt with your predecessors.

There have been precedents in this
country for revolution. There have been
many precedents for revolution. There is no
country in the world where there are as
many precedents for civil war as this
country, and, if you wish to challenge wus
again, then we shall be compelled to take up
the challenge, and I say, with all the gravity
I possibly can, that we do not desire to take
up that challenge if we can help it.

We hope, just as much as our colleagues
in the Labour Party, to be able to establish
this system constitufionally and legally, but
we do not think that you have given us
much evidence during the course of the last
week that you are going to deal with it in
the spirit in which we might have expected
that the gentlemen of England, the gentle-
men of Scotland, and the gentlemen of
Wales would have dealt with the poor men
and poor women of this country.

We wish to know something much more
satisfactory than that which you have given
to us so far. We are not going to sit down
with the scale laid down by the Ministry of
Health in the last Parliament.

We are demanding the scale of the
National Unemployed Workers’ Committee.
We are demanding 36/- per week for man
and wife. We are demanding also an
amount of rent up to 15s. per week, if neces-
sary, and we are going to get it. If we do
not get it inside this Chamber," we shall get
it outside this Chamber, (Laughter.)

You may laugh to-day, gentlemen of
England. You may laugh to-day, gentle-
men of Scotland. You may laugh to-day,
but we shall laugh best who laugh last.

I was very pleased to hear His Most
Gracious Majesty the King. It is the first
time I have had the pleasure of being in the
High Court of Parliament. It is also the
first time that an elected representative of
the Communist International has had
the chance of standing at the foot of the
Throne. It will not be the last—mot the last
by a long chalk!

The Future of Our
Paper

In pursuance cof ti2 arrangements for
a new Party cv2an, outlined in last
week’s issue, the Executive Committee
have called upon R. Falme Dutt, the
Editor of the ‘“‘Communist Daily,” to
undertake the ‘editorshin of the new
organ on their behalf for the initial
issues. .

The first number will appear at the be-
ginning of February. Further announce-
ments will be made later,

»

SPOR

“THE MEMBER FOR HUNTINGDON’

Nightmare experienced by a Morning Post reporter after the maiden speech of
J. T. Walton Newbold. M.P.

I was glad to hear that the King was
interested in unemployment. I was glad
to know that his Ministers are interested in
unemployment ; but it would have been a
lot better if they had spent a little less
money upon that tomfool show of theirs——
(Hon. Members: ‘““Order, Order!’)

Mr. DEPUTY-SPEAKER (Mr. James
Hope) : If the hon. Gentleman is referring
to that ceremnnial at the opening of Parlia-
ment, his observations are not quite in
order.

Mr. NEWBOLD: If they do not like it,
Mr. Deputy-Speaker, I withdraw: but 1
need, not, however, change my opinion as
a Communist,

That spectacle is a challenge. )

It is the challenge of Marie Antoinette:
If they cannot get bread, why do they not
eat, cakes ! If they cannot wear shawls, why
cannot they wear diamonds and pearls? If
they cannot get ordinary broadcloth, why
cannot they dress themselves in _ermine?!
Why cannot they dress themselves in purple
and fine linen!?

These Christian gentlemen! They that do
these things are in king’s houses. Yes, we
have something to say about that,

We have to remember that this is the re-
sult of private enterprise for 160 years or
more; of capitalistic private enterprise.
This is what you have brought us to.

-You have been lamenting to-day the con-
dition of your currency. Your currencies are
finished, Gentlemen. You know it.

You wish for tranquillity! Yes, you wish
for tranquillity because Your Master’s voice
says ‘“tranquillity.” Your master’s voice in
Wall Street; your master’s voice in the
United States of America. Tranquillity!

We are told by the Prime Minister that
you can get as much as merchants by

putting these matters into the hands of

somebody else as in the hands of your own
countrymen. Of course you can; your class
can. Your mercantile class can. Your
banking class can. Not so the people who
follow the lead of the right hon. Gentleman
the Member for Carnarvon (Mr. Lloyd
George). Not so the members of the
National Liberal Party. Bhey are the great
industrialists. Why are there so few of
them in this Chamber? Why so few follow-
ing the right bon. Gentleman the Member

for Paisley (Mr. Asquith)? Because there is
no economic power there,

‘Why are you not going to withdraw from
Mesopotamia? Let the right hon. Gentleman
the Prime Minister ask his constituents
whether he should withdraw from Mesopot-
amia. Let him ask his constituents—four-
fifths of the shareholders of the Anglo-
Persian Oil Company. That is why he will
not give an answer. That is why he is not
going to do it.

There is not tranquillity, but the arrange-
ment of a nice little deal with the Shell Oil
Company and the Standard Oil Company.
That is how you are going to do it, Gentle-
rmen. We know your little game.

I heard the most Gracious Speech from
the Throne, and the reference that was
made in it to Austria. I could have prophe-
sied that you would have mentioned Austria
in that Speech. That was the voice of your
master, the Bank of England. That was the
voice of Baring Brothers. That was the
voice of the Rothschilds. You have to have
it this time, Gentlemen. That was the voice
of Glyn,niﬁiils, Currie & Co.

His Master’s Voice!

With what a delicate air you skirted
around the subject of Russia. I am proud
that I belong to the same army, and that I
am rallied under the same flag as Nikolai
Lenin, and——(An Hon. Member: ‘“Why do
you not go there ?"’)——

Mr., LANSBURY: Why do not you oppo-
site go to Russia?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think hon.
Members ought to allow the hon. Member
in possession to explain what he has to say.

Mr. NEWBOLD: I have been in a riotous
House before. )

I am glad, Gentlemen, that you are
Eroving the contention of the Communist

arty. You are proving that there is a class
struggle. Go on doing it. That is what we
want. These people near me do not want
it. I want it. His master’s voice! Then
you come to the question of Russia. Do
not forget that when you speak of Russia
you are speaking of the oldest Government
in Europe. Do not forget that the Russian
Government is standing despite all that you
have done, despite all that has been done
by you and by your Allies, and by the so-
called” bankrupt neutrals or the mortgaged

neutrals, if they are not bankrupt. Do not
forget that in the banner of Soviet Russia—
(Interruption).

Yes, you have not got that banner down
yet. It stands erect against the whole
world, the whole capitalist world,

Sooner or later you have got to recognise
the Soviet Government of Russia. The
sooner you do it the better for you, because
if you do not do it, there are firms—and I
can name them—that are going into the
Bankruptey Court. Their workers are out
on the streets.

You and I know how close you are to ruin.
‘When that ruin comes; when there is no
food because your export system is finished,
what is going to happen to you?! You will
have to produce. You say you work to-day.
Oh, yes, you work to-day, but you will have
to work at useful work.

When you find that there are no exports
and no wheat coming in, no exports going
out, and no something else coming in, that
is going to be very uncomfortable for you.

Of course, we shall use the rationing sys-
tem, and those that then do the most useful
work will get the most, and those that stand
in the way will be sorry that they do stand
in the way.

I want to know from the Prime Minister
what is going to be his reply on the question
of the back-rent. Hon. Gentlemen opposite
perhaps do not know what back-rent means.

Mr. J. JONES: They do not know what
rent means, anyhow,

Mr. NEWBOLD: I refer to back-rent, to
that money which has been taken illegally—
to money that has been taken by your class.

If you try by this assembly or any other
to keep that which you have taken wrong-
fully, I shall be sorry for you,

You will then only the more inflame the
people.

What has sent me to Parliament? What
has doubled- my vote in four years?—The
discontent of the masses. Unemployment.
Vile housing. The topic of back-rent.

It is not mere propaganda. It is not this
or that propaganda.

Propaganda does not make revolution.
Conditions make revolution. That is why
you are- so desperately afraid to-day.
(laughter).

Oh, but you are. You will get it before
very long.

We want houses. I want houses for my
people.

Eighty per cent. of my constituents live
in houses of not more than two rooms for
each family. Great numbers of them live in
not more than one room, I was accused at
the election of a design to break wup the
family. I was accused then of all kinds of
immoral opinions. I will tell you one
thing.

We found during the ‘election—and it
was reported by the medical dfficer of
health—that in one room there was a
family living and a corpse was lying in
one bed, while a man and two grown-up
daughters were in the adjoining bed.
That is not under Communism. That is

under capitalism.

It is in the name of the men, women and
children that live in Motherwell that I am
here. I am here in the name of my
people. ’

I am demanding justice. I am going to
get justice. If not at this Table, then—
we will get it.

Telegram

~ 25/11/22.
To President Cosgrove.
Irish Free State Government,

Dublin,

Executive Committee Communist Party
Great Britain strongly protests against
wanton murder of Erskine Childers and
other prisoners of war in Ireland.

IMPRESSIONS OF
PARLIAMENT:

By J. T. Walton Newbold. M.P.

T is a strange feeling for the first time
to walk up the floor of the House of
Commons, more especially when one is
the first elected representative of a
Party formed and in process of systematic

organisation, for the purpose of effecting in

this country the most drastic transformation
in all its long line of revolutionary historical
precedents.

The entire ceremonial associated with the
opening of a new Parliament is calculated
to lend to the political structure of the
property-owners’ state an air of mystery
and of solemnity such as may well impress
with feelings of reverential awe many a
trade union official or  petit-bourgeois
Socialist.

This is essentially a land of traditions, of
precedents, and nowhere are they kept up
more circumspectly than in the Houses of
Parliament. There is a veneer of courtesy
assumed by our governing class, an air of
studied impartiality. No wonder that it has
“taken in” many a good rebel, many a
potential revolutionary.

To me, from the polieeman” at the gate,
who salutes me with a smile of beaming
camaraderie, to Mr, Speaker, who is per-
sonally instructing me on Parliamentary
procedure and with whom I have occasional
chats on a common hobby of the study of
constitutional history and the personalities
who have played their part therein, the
functionaries of what Sir Courtney Ilbert,
late Clerk to the House, described as ‘‘a
museum of antiquities,”’ have presented the
fairest face.

That is what I expected. The British
governing clasg does things that way. It’s
mascot, ig the smiling policeman !

But really, to take a step into the Dark
Ages, really to look back into the misty
beginnings of things temporal, it is neces-
sary to attend upon His Most Gracious
Majesty in ‘‘the Most High Court of
Parliament.”

This “Most High Court,” which, alone,
is Parliament in session, only exists when
King, Lords and Commons are present to-
gether. 1t is a relic of the feudal age. There
sits the lineal descendant of Cedric, the

-direct descendant of the One Eyed All

Father Odin, duly baptised, anointed and
dubbed ‘‘Defender of the Faith,”’—a title
retained by a heretic prince.

There, under the burden of the jewel en-
crusted Imperial Crown, in his Robes of
State, sits George the Fifth and—poor old
King—by his side, grimly majestic, Mary
the Four-Fifths, }

Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen
Consort seemed to be qualifying for a music-
hall artiste, one of those performers who,
being duly tied up, miraculously free them-
selves from their chains, thongs and pad-
locks. She was laced this way and that in
chaing of pearls and diamonds—till I won-
dered how the poor dear would ever get
out of them again. “Espoir’”’ notwith-
standing, Him to whom I have affirmed that
I will bear ‘“true allegiance’ is a sight to
behold and to marvel in and at.

“All the Britons,” remember, are incar-
nate in our Sovereign Lord—the King. He
is you, I and the other fellow, glorified and
—oh King, Live for Ever—but words fail me !

Would that the fairy, good or bad, would
have put the whole bag of tricks to sleep
and kept them so as an object lesson to the
children of all posterity of the way in which
their forefathers, 1922 pattern, dealt with
the Unemployed Problem! I have been to
the Land of Make Believe.

I have been wafted in a magic ballot box
from Watsonville to Westminster, from
Cowie Square to the High Court of Parlia-
ment.

I wish I could put King George at the
Calder St. Bureau for a week and Queen
Mary into Ravenscraig.

I fear I am becoming a fanatical Christian
and desire, like another Mary, to put down
the mighty from their seats and exalt them
of low degree—all of which will set the
Hamilton Presbytery and the Kirk Minister
of the Parish of Dalziel, in the Burgh of
Motherwell, off on another crusade againgt

X768}

Jommunism and Atheism.”’



THE COMMUNIST

DECEMBER 2, 1922

THE DUPES OF HOPE

ANY 4 time have the poets let

their fancy roam about the hope

that ‘“springs eternal in the human

breast.” Besides being one of the
three cardinal virtues, herein lies that which
helps the Britisher out of work to be ‘‘the
admiration of the world.” Beyond doubt the
primary cause of working-class inactivity in
response to the challenge of King Capital,
and the reason why both employed and un-
employed are suffering the terrible conse-
quences of the present world crisis with
such ‘‘calm fortitude’” and “‘power of en-
durance,” is a hope of a revival in trade
and industry, less unemployment, more
wages, a fall in the cost of living—in short,
“better times.”

In the majority of cases the wish is father
tc the thought, whilst those who profess to
suppory contention by argument, merely
rely upon past experience of the regular
cycle of alternate trade prosperity and
depression.

It is a belief insptred by the paid ‘“‘ex-
perts’’ of capital, carefully nurtured by a
prostitute press, and one which must be up-
rooted from the minds of the workers before
the thoughts can be turned into more useful
channels.

In the first place, despite the glaring
headlines which leap out at newspaper
readers, nowhere do we find in the whole
range of economic and political activity any
signs of a revival in trade or recuperation
in industry. Even according to authorities
like the ‘“Manchester Guardian Com-
mercial,” ““The Times Trade Supplement,”
‘“The New York Times,” ‘The Frankfurter

Zeitung,”’ the decline in the world volume of.

trade and production has not yet been
arrested. Secondly, where economic con-
ditions favour reconstruction on a large
scale, political barriers stand in the way.
Examples are Russia (at once the fear and
hope of European capitalism), China, the
coming Helldorado, and Germany, the scene
of the next proletarian revolution,

‘A third factor not appreciated by our
optimistic friends is that the present world
crisis differs from its predecessors not
merely in extent but also in nature. Trotsky
and Varga show quite clearly in their
brilliant monograph ‘The World Crisis”
(Published by the C.P.G.B.) that capitalist
economy is threatened with destruotion be-
cause of under production. This is a fact
of tremendous importance as it nullifies the
application of the wusual old fashioned
remedies to a solution of the problems of
trade depression.

Last, but not least, modern capitalism is
a very delicate and highly sensitive social
organism. At the best of times it is always
tending to lose its equilibrium (to constantly
restore which is the function of the state)
but the most serious of the many legacies
left by the war is a permanent dislocation
of the various parts constituting capitalist
economy.

The foregoing general survey tells wus
very little unless the picture is filled in with
a more or less detailed examination. The
causes at work group themselves con-
veniently into two categories: (1) National ;
(2) International. In regard to home affairs
few indeed are the workers who attempt to
study the ‘“form’ of the money market.
Yet it is here we find our cue. Jubilant
articles are being daily printed in such
papers as the “Financial News,”” “The
Financier,” ‘“The Financial Mail,”’ etec., re-
joicing in the fact that the boom in “‘Guils-
edge Stock’” which began a year ago, has
not yet reached its height. Emphasis is
also laid upon the low bank rate, i.e., the
ease with which money can be borrowed.
This means that there is a superabundance
of money floating round somewhere. These
two facts taken together (remembering that
gilt-edge stock mainly consists of Govern-
ment loans) indicate that the people who
are investing their money in these long
term loans have little or no hope of a revival
of trade within the next five years at least!

Simple-minded men and women may be
inclined to ask, whence all this money in
face of so much poverty? and why such
feverish activity on the money market at a
time of stagnation in industry?

Sufficient that since 1914 there has been
a great pyramid of new mnominal capital
created, both in industry and national

finances. The National Debt increased
from seven hundred million pounds in 1914
to eight thousand million pounds as it stands
to-day. Instead of the State paying from 5
to 10 per cent. in 1914, it now pays 50 per
cent. of its national revenue to ‘State bond-
holders. . The F.B.I. had approximately 365
members in the last House of Commons.
They would naturally use their power so
that the £400,000,000 required to pay the
interesi on the National Debt every year
woubd exactly coincide with the £400,000,000
annual decrease in wages suffered by the
workers from 1920-22.

_ Time was when an expansion in capital
invariably involved increased production and
more employment. During and since the
war the former took place without the
latter. The illusory gains of the capitalist
class (viewed as a whole) 1914 to 1920, were
reconverted into ‘‘capital’”’ by the ‘‘bonus’
share system. From 1914-19 we learn that
the new nominal capital created by this and
other means amounted to more than four
thousand million pounds. All of which re-
quires the average rate of interest,

This process still proceeds apace. In 1921,
a year of unparalleled unemployment, issues
of mnew capital amounted to 183} million
pounds. From January to October (in-
clusive) in the same year, 1,325 limited
liability comparies increased their total
nominal capital by 8023 million pounds. Not
merely will His Majesty be there when His
Majesty’s Imperial Labour Party get
‘“power,”” but all this capital of His
Majesty’s subjects also,

The present cost of living figures are
largely artificial. The vast sums of money
above-mentioned represent latent pur-
chasing power. If the expectations of our
trade revivalist friends were realised to-
morrow, this immense fund of stagnant

purchasing power would cause a big increase }

in demand for commodities. The consequent
rise in the cost of living would be great.

Turning to the international sphere, our
Micawbian brethren have not one single
plea. Even thc two most favoured and
the richest countries in the world, England
and America, can boast of nothing more
than 4 passive balance in their foreign
trading relations. In countries like Italy,
Austria, Hungary, capitalist economy is so
bankrupt that, had it not been for the
British Navy, Russia could not proudly
boast to-day of heing the one solitary prole-
tarian state in the world. Economic pressure
is compelling Japan to make drastic use of
the ‘““Geddes Axe,”’ whilst political events
in China bid fair to prove that ‘“‘the best
laid schemes of mice and men often gang
agley.” ‘

The predatory role of France in European
politics rests upon the simple economic
truth that the claims of her home and
foreign bondholders cannot be met from
within. France is placing absolute reliance
on the regularity of reparation payments
from Germany to meet the growing deficit
in the national budget. In the background
looms Soviet Russia, where the imperative
need is means of production on a large
scale, i.e., machinery of every description.
Commodities which require a long time to
produee and a still longer time to affect a
turnover of capital.

But Western capitalism cannot afford to
wait. It wants immediate payment. This
involves concessions from Revolutionary
Russia, who in turn demands credits and
assurance as to the social status of Russian
workers employed by European and other
capitalists,

Germany has been steadily devouring her
own vitals trying to satisfy tﬁe claims of the
Allies with constantly depleting economic
resources. The increasingly rapid deterior-
ation of her currency is the barometer of
the coming welter and chaos. The world
bourgeoisie are paying a heavy price for
the knowledge that economic laws cannos
be ignored without paying the penalty. Be-
fore the war a division of Labour existed
nqb only within each nation but also be-
tween mnations. The result was -a sort of
rough harmony between international pro-
ductive and consuming capacity. The war,
and its consequences of peace treaties,
political pacts and revolutions, fresh antag-
onistic interests, blockades, creation of new
states and tariffs, struggles for national
independence, all of these and a thousand
and one more effects of post-war imperialism
have destroyed that rough harmony, without
which capitalist society cannot recuperate.
These events are accurately reflected in the
acrobatie fereign exchanges, demoralised
currencies, and national fihances, the state
of which in every country indicates how
much “backward progress’ has been made
towards national bankruptcy. It is indeed a
fitting example of the products controlling
the producers.

The one parambount important thing which
capitalism needs, but cannot have; is in-
creased production. We have no desire to
be pessimistic cr exaggerate the situation,
but all the causes here mentioned at-home
and abroad point unmistakeably to a gemeral
aggravation of the crisis in world economy.

A section of the Y.C.L., Liverpool dis-
trict, protests against the murdering and im-
prisoning of our fellow workers in South
Africa, and urges the Y.C.L., along with the
adult party, to hold a national demonstration
to show our African comrades that the chil-
dren of the British working class are helping
them in their struggle for-the workers’ rights.

Iere and There
March, if you must, Unemployed,
You have oft marched for them, over there.
March, and yowll make them annoyed
) And the Gold-Thugs stammer and stare.
For bread, what will Bonar give?
Bullets, I think, if you dare

Have the impudence to want to live
In the land for which you fought, over there!

If Bonar had been over there
He might have pitied you over here
Had he crouched in a Very light glare
Heé might have grown a heart, and an ear.
But you know very well, Unemployed,
This fear-stricken fool in his lair
Would give all he’s got and be over-joyed
To see you all damn well back—over there!

RUSSIA UNDER THE SOVIET
GOVERNMENT

For Official Information as to its progress and
: development read—

RUSSIAN INFORMATION AND REVIEW

(Published by the Information Department of the
Russian Trade Delegation.) Instructive Articles,
Statistical Tables, and vivid Pen Pictures of Life |
in Soviet Russia.

Weekly, Price 3d, Post Free, 4d.

Terms for Quantities.

Obtainable at the COMMUNIST BOOKSHOP,
16, King Street, near Covent Garden.

READY NEXT WEEK

“THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

(British Edition)
The Magazine of International Communism

SPECIAL CONGRESS NUMBER

Articles by N. Lenin, G. Zinovieff, Karl Radek, E. Varga, Th. Rothstein,
Ch. Rappaport, J. T. Walton Newbold, R. Connolly, D. Ivon Jones, &c.
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The Fourth Conference of The

Communist International

- Soviet Republic and the

1 hird International
By U. STEKLOV

HE coincidence of the dates of the
fifth anniversary of the October
Revolution with the opening of the
Fourth Congress of the Communist
International is neither accidental nor
arbitrary. This coincidence is of profound
significanee and emanates from the organic
connection between the two historic events.

The Soviet Republic celebrates to-day its
fiftth anniversary and the Comintern con-
venes its Fourth Congress. Thus the
Comintern appears to be the younger of
the two brothers. Indeed, it was organised
during the second year of the existence .of
the Soviet Republic and officially its chief
sponsor was the Russian Communist Party.
The majority of the Communist parties
which joined the Comintern were organised
at a later date than the Russian Party.
This gave rise to the assertion of our
enemies that the entire Comintern as such
is the ‘“‘creature’’ of ‘“Moscow.” This is
not the ease at all,

Paradoxical as it might at first sight
appear, we maintain that both the October
Revolution and the Russian Communist
Party, which was instrumental in bringing
it about ‘“‘from a broad historic viewpoint’
were the product and creation of the Com-
munist International.

It is true that as a definite and offieial
organisation the Comintern came into being
later, but as a moral force it preceded
them. Before its formal inauguration the
Communist International lived in the con-
sciousness of all reyolutionary Marxists. Its
fundamental elements evolved at the Zim-
merwald and Kiental Conferences and in
the inter-party debates during the entire
period of imperialist war; as the cabegoric,
imperative and the moving spirit; it acted
a long time before the Inaugural Congress
of the Third International. The Russian
Bolsheviks particularly, as far back as 1914
—1915, considered themselves part of the
future Thind International, acted in con-
formity with its principles and, impelled by
them, carried out the October Revolution.

But mo matter how we regard the chrono-
logical sequence of events and their historic
continuity, the closest organic and spiritual
relation undoubtedly exists between the
Soviet Republic, the product of the October
Revolution, and the Communist Inter-
national, EBven if this relation had mot
been repeatedly announced from both sides,
it would be equally clear to all.

In his speech at the closing of the last
session of the All-Russian Central Execu-
#ive Committee, Comrade Kalinin observed
that the force of the Soviet Federation is
a very ‘‘important el®ment in the general
strength of the Third Communist Inter-
national,” and thati the workers and
peasants of the Soviet Republics comstitute
one of the strongest of the parts comprising
the Comintern.

This is a profound truth. The counter-
revolutionary press makes fun of the asser-
tion . thas the Russian peasants are inter-
ested in the Third International, but they
do not dispute the fact that the Russian
workers are interested in ib. Kalinin’s
assertion, however, is true as regards the
peasants. Perhaps the average Russian
peasant has a rather vague idea of the Com-
munist  International and is still less
familiar with its programme. He is fully
aware of itg existence, however, and feels
himself attached to it. Forced during four
years to fight, to repel the wonslaught of
world capitalism, the Russian toiling masses
became intimately cognisant of the signifi-
cance of the international solidarity of
Labour. The worker and peasant masses
of the Soviet Republic, still boycotted and
blockaded by the capitalist

imperialist
i

rowers, are fully aware of the fact that
their most vital interests are closely bound
up witn the success of the international
revolutionary movement. In this sense
Russia is at present a country in which the
broad masses feel and think internationally.

Considered from this point of view, the
existence of the closest contact between the
Soviet Republic and the Communist Inter-
national cannot be questioned. This con-
tact is a fact not only of a moral, but of a
material and tangible character. On the
other hand, the Comintern is equally bound
gpiritually and materially with Soviet
Russia. We do not refer here to any
material support about which the bourgeois
press raises such a clamour and which is
only largely legendary. At all events, the
material support rendered by the workers
of all countries to the Soviet Republic during
the last year’s famine was not less than the
aid which the Russian Communist Party
could ever extend to its sister parties
abroad.

Of course, in case of need, both sides will
extend to each other the utmost assistance,
but at the present time we emphasise only

THE MEMBER FOR
MOTHERWELL ARRIVES

FIRST PLUTE—It's a good thing Motherwell’s
an insignificant part of our Empire.

SECOND PLUTE—Insignificant? It's bigger
than Nazareth., .!

the eontact which exists between them in
thedspiritual and political sense of the
word.

The Comintern rests on Soviet Russia.
The mere fact of the existence of the
Socialist Republic which during five years
repelled the attacks of all its enemies, in-
creased the revolutionary sentiment of the
world proletariat, encouraged it in the most
trying moments and inspired it to carry on
the struggle indefatigably,

The world proletariat possesses in the
Soviet Republic an impregnable fortress
where the world Communist programme
and tactics are shaped and the systematic
accumulation of proletarian constructive ex-
perience and the lbuilding of the Proletarian
State is achieved. Here all the fighters for
the Sorialist Revolution find a secure refuge
where they are protected from the fierce
vengeance of the bourgeoisie and where
they are able to study the process of
creating Communist Society.

The mutual solidarity of the Soviet Re-
publics and of the Communist International
is a #act of everyday reality. To the extent
to which the existence and the growing
strength of Soviet Russia is important for
the Third International to the same extent
the development and the strength of the

Comintern is important for Soviet Russia.
The International has already helped
Russia to repel the onslaught of world
capitalism. In the future its aid will be
still more effective. The success of the
Communist International will strengthen
the economic and political power of Soviet
Russia and vice versa. 'he ideological,
moral and material contact between them is
based on the complete identity of their
interests.

Hence the thought of opening the Fourth
Congress of the Communist International on
the day of the celebration of the anniversary
of the October Revolution was a most happy
one. Tt is a symbol with the profoundest
meaning and speaking equally convincingly
to both enemies and friends.

The Preliminary Session
in- Petrograd

CONTINUOUS stream of auto-
mobiles moves along to the Narodny
Dom. The splendid auditorium of
- the Opera Theatre is packed from
floor to ceiling. At a modest estimate 8,000
people must have assembled for the opening
of the Congress. All round one hears con-
versation in different tongues. At the press
table there are no less than 50 representa-
tives of Russian and foreign press, and even
the boxes nearest the stage are filled with
journalists.

At 8.45 p.m. Clara Zetkin appeared upon
the platform. All present rise like one man
to greet thig aged leader of the international
proletariat with a grand ovation.

Speaking in German, Comrade Zetkin de-
clared the Fourth Congress of the Com-
munist International open.

On the proposal of the E.C. of the Com-
intern, Comrade Zinoviev was unanimously
elected President of the Fourth Congress,

On taking his place in the presidential
chair, Comrade Zinoviev proposed the
election of a Presidium composed of the
representatives of the following countries:
Poland,  Czecho-Slovakia, Switzerland,
France, America, England, the Scandinavian
countries, Italy and Germany, Comrades
Lenin and Trotsky were elected to the
Presidium as representing Russia.

In his opening speech, Comrade Zinoviev
paid respect to the memory of the fallen
warriors in the struggle for the emancipation
of labour in all countries. ‘“The present
Congress,”’ said Zinoviev, ‘“is opening under
the cross-fire of the enemies of the working
class. It is attended by the representatives
of labour from 52 different countries.” The
conclusion of Comrade Zinoviev’s speech
was followed by a storm of applause and
the playing of ‘‘The International’”’ by the
orchestra.

A number of telegrams of greeting to the
Congress was read, including messages
from Comrades Lenin and Trotsky express-
ing regret that, owing to pressure of busi-
ness in Moscow, they were unable to be
present. “However,” added Zinoviev,
“Comrade Ilyitch has promised to be with
us in the near future.” This announcement
was greeted with loud cheers for Lenin and
Trotsky.

Comrade Clara Zetkin again spoke and
was again given an ovation. In her speech
she dwelt on the position of political pris-
criers languishing in. the prisons of all
countries, She illustrated her points with
figures and facts of innumerable cases of
persecution to which Communists are sub-
jected in bourgeois countries,

Arising out of Comrade Zetkin’s report,
Comrade Felix Kon proposed a resolution
of greeting and approbation to all political -
prisoners pining in the jails of Europe and
America. The resolution was carried unani-
mously.
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The Sovietization of the
Far East

By V. VILENSKI

HE occupation of Vladivostok by the

Red troops brings to a close the first

stage 1in the struggle 'of Soviet

Russia against Japanese intervention.
The struggle lasted for nearly five years
and cost the Russian workers and peasants
great sacrifices.

Taking advantage of the exhaustion of
Russia during the period of the imperialist
war, Japan decided to drive her from the
coasts of the Pacific and the Japanese
imperialists stubbornly and undeviatingly
strove to fortify their domination in the
Russian Far East on the pretext of safe-
guarding the Japanese gslands from Bolshe-
vik contagion.

Japanese intervention gave rise in the
Far East to a buffer state organised in the
principles of democracy in the form of the
Far FEastern Democratic Republic, and
which in its constitution recognised private
property, and based its entire government
apparatus upon all democratic principles
embodied in the so-called democratic
kourgeois countries,

This democracy existed in the Far East
for two and a half years, and it seecmed that
here indeed was an ideal spot for a
“democratic paradise,” but soon it became
apparent that these principles were of no
use to anybody. The Japanese imperialists
manifested little inclinamon to respect the
democratic TFar Kastern Republic, and
during the entire period of their occupation
they not only refused to recognise it, but
conducted open warfare against it by organ-
ising the Russian counter revolutionaries
who were centred at Vladivostok, and at
the behest of the Japanese militarists,
directed from there their piratical raids
against the Far Eastern Republic. )

Still less did the democratic principles
satisfy the workers and peasants of the Ifar
East. Having drunk the cup of bitterness
of Japanese intervention to the full, they
with clenched teeth tolerated the democratic
makeshift until Japan finally withdrew her
troops from Russian territory, and now em-
phatically declare that they will no longer
endure their unnatural separation from
Soviet Russia and its form of government.

~ This demand of the workers and the
peasants of the Far East is quite compre-
hensible, considering the social-economic
condition prevailing there. =~ Owing to its
enormous natural wealth, it is an attractive
morsel for foreign capital. On the other
hand, the population 1s too small—number-
ing only two million people, scattered over
an immense territory—to maintain an inde-
pendent economic life. Without the aid of
Soviet Russia the people could not defend
the Pacific coast from encroachments by
foreign capitalism which will never abandon
its attempts to make itself dominant in the
Far East.

The destiny of the Far East is closely and
indissolubly bound up with the destiny of
Soviet Russia, and the Far Eastern workers
and peasants refuse to allow foreign capital-
ism to fasten its yoke upon them. This
they can achieve. only in fraternal union
with the Russian workers and peasants.
Hence arises the necessity to Sovietise the
Far East and to include it in the All-Russian
Soviet Federation. :

In its turn Soviet Russia cannot remain
indifferent to the future destiny of the Far
East and its people. The Far East is the
corridor to the Pacific wherein enormous
masses of oppressed peoples are commencing
their struggle for liberation from the yoke
of imperialism. Soviet Russia is the first
eountry to raise the banner of the world
revolution: she stands as the shining ex-
ample for all the oppressed peoples of the
Eastern Hemisphere. Hence the emergence
of Soviet Russia on the coast of the Pacific
is the lighting of a Socialist beacon to the
oppressed people of the Far East.

The workers and peasants of Far Eastern
Russia will plant the Red banner of the
Russian Soviet Republic which will serve as
the symbol of world revolution and which
will emancipate the oppressed peoples of
the Eastern Republie.

—

“The state of trade and unemployment contiﬁues to cause Me
deep concern.”’—KING’S SPEECH
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MEETINGS

Communist Party Branches

BIRMINGHAM. Special Lecture, Floodgate
Street School, Sunday, 7 p.m. Prominent Speakers.
Bull Ring, Sunday, 11.30 a.m. and 7 p.m. Intending
members apply T. Lowe, 27, Heath Mill Lane,
Deritend.

CENTRAL LONDON. Minerva Cafe, Sunday.
December 3rd, 6 p.m., Social Tea. All welcome:-
8 p.m., Lecture (Comrade Field), ** The Dawn ot
Socialism in Turkey.”

CENTRAL JOINT COUNCIL. Minerva Cafe,
Monday, December 4th, 8 p.m., Comrade Dickinson
on ‘* The Communist Manifesto."” All welcome.

ISLINGTON. S. Saklatvala speaks at West
Islington Library, Lofting Road, Caledonian Road,
on Sunday, December 3rd, 7.45 p.m., on ** Where is
Labour's Salvation? "’

WOOLWICH. Sunday, December 3rd, at 7.30,

Reading Room, Co-op. Hall, Lakedale Road,
Plumstead. Lecturer : T, Irving.

WORKINGTON. A Meeting will be held in the
Trades' Hall, Oxford Street, on Saturday, December
2nd, at 7.30 p.m., with a view to forming a Branch of
the Communist Party. Speakers: Comrades Mowatt
and Yeomans, of Barrow.

YOUNG COMMUNIST COUPLE require Two
Unfurnished Rooms and Kitchen, London.—Write
A. T., 24, Hermitage Lane, N.W.2,

THE
COMMUNIST BOOKSHOP
16, King Street, pear Covent Garden,

Aims at supplying ALL your Literature. We

stock every Book worth considering on

SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS
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CHAS. H. KERR'S Publications a Speciality

LENIN'S IMPERIALISM

A Study in Finance Capital
64 Pages

1s. 6d. post free

KERR’S BOOK AGENCY,
. Vernon House,
Friars Place Lane, East Acton

Printed by Southwark Press, Ltd., 242 OldKent Rd., S.E. and published by A. Macmanus, for the Communist Party of Gt. Britain,16, King St.,Covent Garden,W.C.23



	n122-p01-dec-02-1922-The-Communist-CPGB-571
	n122-p02-dec-02-1922-The-Communist-CPGB-574
	n122-p03-dec-02-1922-The-Communist-CPGB-575
	n122-p04-X-05-m3-enhanced-cartoon--stitch-dec-02-1922-The-Communist-CPGB-570
	n122-p06-dec-02-1922-The-Communist-CPGB-576
	n122-p07-dec-02-1922-The-Communist-CPGB-573
	n122-p08-dec-02-1922-The-Communist-CPGB-572

