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The New Situation and the New Tasks

of the Socialist Constructive Work.
By J. Stalin.

Full Text of the Speech, Delivered to the Conference of Soviet Economists
and Industrial Leaders Held in Moscow on the 23rd June 1931.

Comrades!

The material which lies before you shows that as far as
" the carrying out of the plan is concerned, our industry ofiers
.a rather variable picture. In some branches of industry pro-
duction has been increased during the first five months of the
current year by forty and fifty per cent. in comparison with
_the same period last year. There are other industries which
show an increase of production ranging from twenty to thirty
“-per cent. in the same period, and there are still other industries
~whieh have increased their production by very little, by six
and ten per cent. and even less. The coalrining and foundry
industries are in this last category. As you see, a very uneven
picture.

What is the reason for this variation? Why are some in-
_dustries lagging behind? Why have some industries only from
twenty to thirty per cent. increases to show, and the coal-
mining and foundry industries even less?

"Thé reason is to be sought in the fact that .recently. the
conditions of development of our industries have. changed fuuda-

mentally and that a new situation has been created which
demands new methods of work, but that unfortunately some
of our economic leaders have failed to change their methods

of work and go on in the same old way. The thing is there- °

fore that the new conditions of development demand new
methods, whilst a number of our economists and industrial
leaders fail to realise that a new sort of leadership must be
introduced.

This is the cause for the backwardness of a number of
branches of our industry.

What are these new conditions of our industrial developa
ment? By what are they caused?

There are at least six such new conditions.

Let us examine them more closely.

1. The Question of Labour Power,

Here it is a question of supplying the factories with the
necessary labour power. Formerly the workers went into

-the faciories etc., on their own initiative, that is to say, the

mattcr ‘wds more or less automatic, This automatic system was
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conditioned by the existence of unemployment, by the fact
that class difierences existed in the villages, that there was
misery. that fear of starvation existed and drove the masses
from the rural districts into the towns. You remember of course
the phrase: flight of the peasants to the towns., What caused
the peasants to flock to the town? It was from fear of starvat-
ion. unemployment. the fact that the village was a sort of
wicked stepmother. The peasant was anxious to run away,
to ‘enter hell itsel, providing that he could obtain some sort of
employment.

This.. was the situation or almost so, here not so very Iong
ago.

Can it be said that the same sitnation or a similar situation
exists to-day? No. On the contrary. the situation has funda-
mentally altered. And ijust because the situation has altered
we no longer have an automatic labour supply. What has
actually altered in the meantime? First of all, we have suc-
¢eceded in abolishing unemployment, that is to say, we have
got rid of the power which exercised pressure on the “labour
market”. And secondly. we have fundamentally altered the
class relations in the villages, that is to say, we have over-
come that mass misery which formerly drove the peasants
into the towns to look for wark. And then we have supplied
the villages with tens ‘of thousands of tractors and other agri-
cultural machinery. we have defeated the Kulaks, we have
organised collective farms and given the peasants the pos-
sibility of living and working like hnman beings. To-day the
village can no lopger be, termed the stepmother of the pea-
sants. and because. of this the peasants are remaining in the
villages. the “flight of the peasants to the towns™ has ceased
and we no longer have an automatic suppiy of labour power.

As you see, we have a completely changed situation and
new conditions for the supply of labour power to the factories.

What is the conclusion to be drawn from this fact?

- The first result is that we can no longer rely on any

antomatic supply of labour power for our factories. This
means that we, must abandon the “policy™ of letting labour
supply regulate itself automatically, and must proceed to a
deliberate policy of organised recruiting of labour power. There
is only "orre way ‘of doing this, and that is the conclusion of
agreements between the soviet economic organisations and the
collective farms and their members. You know that a number
ol econemic organisations and collective farms have already
adopted this method and that the results obtained have been
very satisfactory for both parties concerned.

The second conclusion to be drawn is that we must pro-
ceed -as quickly as possible to mechanise the most difficult
labour processes. Mechanisation must be developed in all
branches of industry. (forestry. building. coalmining, transport,
loading and unloading. foundry work. etc.). This of course
does not mean that hand labour is to be abolished altogecher
Hand labour will continue to play an important réle in pro-
duction for some considerable time. However, it does mean
that the mechanisation of the labour process is that new and
decisive force without which we cannot maintain the rate and
volume of productive progress which we have at present.

" Fhere are still quite .a number of economists and industrial
leaders who do not “believe” in the mechanisation and in the
conclusion of agreements between the soviet economic organi-
sations and the collective farms. These are the people who fail
-to understand the new situation, who do not want to adapt
themselves to changed conditions and who sadden aiter the
“good old times” when labour power marched into the factories
of its own accord. It is hardly necessary to point out that
such people are totally incapable of understanding the tasks
set by the new situation, much less then of carrying them
out satisfactorily. Apparently they believe that our labour
power difficulties are qnite fortuitous and that they will dis-
appear on their own in time. That is an error, comrades. The
labour suoplv difficulties will not disappear automatically, We
can only overcome these difficulties with tremendous eiforts.

In consequence it is our task to obtain labour power in an
organised fashion by means of agreements with the collective
‘farms and by freeing labour power by the introduction of
- mechanisation.

. So much for the firt® new condition of our mduslr‘:ﬂ
development. We now come to the second condition. :

lers? Let us assume that Marx and Lenin are right.
-clusion from this assumption must be that whoever attempts
.to work out a tariff system on the levelling basis and irres-

2, The Wage System,

T have just dealt with the question of organisifig the labontr
supply for our factories. The recruiting of labour power for
oiir factories is only one side of the problem. ‘In order 1t¢
sclve this problem completely we must strive to “hold the
workers in the factories, to make the stafis of the factcries
more or less permanently stable. It is hardly necessaty to
point out that without a permanent staif of workers who have
mastered the technigue of production more or - less and who
have become accustomed to the new mechanism, there can be
no question of further progress, of or carrying out our pro-
duction plans. If this were not the case, then we would have
to be continuously teaching new workers their jobs and half
the time would be lost in this training before we could use
them in the factories. What is the actual situation to-day?
Can we say that our factory staffs are more or less per-
manent? No, unfortunately we cannot say that with truth. On
the contrary, our factories still suffer from what is called the
fluctuation of labour power. Still worse, in a number of fact-
ories this fluctuation of labour power is not on the- decrease,
but on the increase. In any case, we -have very few factories
which have not changed their staffs to the extent.of thirty or
forty per cent, within the last six or even three months,

Formerly, in the period of reconstruction -of industry, when
the technical equipment of our factories was still compar-
atively simple and when our prodnction was not on a very
large.scale, it was possible to tolerate this fluctuation. To-day
the situation has. changed. To-day we -are :in a period of
gigantic constructive work, production is assuming. a. tremends
ous scale; the technical equipment of our factories is becoming
extremelv complicated, and -as a result the fluctnation has be-
come-a curse whieh is disorganising .our facteries.

To tolerate fluctuation to-day would mean to disorganise

S

our industries. to destroy the possibility of carrying :out our

productmn program and to lose all possibility of improving the
quality of our production.

What rs the cause of this ﬂuctuatron ‘of labour ptmer‘?

The cause is to be found in the wrong organisation of wage
system, in the wrong tariff system, in the ultra-left tendency
to equalise wages. -In a number of factories the tariffs have
been drawn up in such a fashion that there is almost no differ-
ence between the wages paid to qualified .and. those paid to
unqualified workers, in. those paid for heavy work and those
paid for.light work. . The result of this levelling up of wages
is that the unqualified workers- feel little desire fo qualify
themselves for the performance of higher tasks. Such workers
feel themselves as “temporary guests” in the factories., They
are warking for the moment in order to earn something and
then to pack their traps and “try their luck” somewhere else.
The equalisation of wages causes qualified workers to wander
from factory to factery until they find a place where their
qualifications are valued.

This is the cause of the general drift from iactory to factory

~on the part of onr labour power.

In order to stop this fluctuation the equalisation tendency
must be abolished and the old tariff system smashed. A tariff

.system must be worked out which takes into considération in

wages the differences between qualified and unqualified’ labour
power, and between heavy and light labour. It is intolerable

‘that a highly-qualified turner should be receiving the same

wages as a labourer. It is intolerable that a locomotive driver
should be receiving the same wages as a porter. Both Marx
and Lenin have pointed out that wage differences will con-
tinue to exist under socialism. even after the abolition of the
classes. These differences will cease to exist only under a
system of pure communism. Even under socialism “wages”
will be determined according to the work performed and' not
according to needs.. However, our levellers amongst the
economists and labour wunionists are not in agreement with
this and assume that these. diffierences must disappear in our
soviet system. Who is right? Marx and Lenin or our levels
The con-

pective of the difference between gualified and unqualified labour
power, is abandoning Marxism and Leninism.

In all branches of industry and in all factories there are

“leading - groups  of -more or less gualified workers, -and -thesd
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groups must be deeply rooted in the factories if we are ever
to have permanent staffis for -our -factories. These leading
groups of workers are the main link in tihe wiole chain of
production. It is our task to give them roots in their factories
and workshops, to give the factories permanent staifs, to make
an end of this fluctuation of labour power.

But how are we to keep these workers in their factories?
This can only be done by assisting them to make progress,
by giving them higher wages, to organise the tarifi system
in such a fashion that qualification is given its due reward.
What does this mean. to assist the progress of these workers
and to raise their wage standards? It means above all that
the unqualified workers are given a chance to improve their
position, that they will receive an incentive to rise into the
ranks of the qualified workers. You are well aware that we
need hundreds of thousands, even millions of qualified workers.
But in order to obtain these qualified workers we must give
the unqualified workers an incentive to qualify themselves. an
incentive to work their way up. The greater daring and
courage we show in this connection, the quicker will we suc-
ceed in abolishing fluctuation, for this represents the most im-
portant means of doing so. Fconomies in this matter, would be
criminal, would be in opposition to the interests of our socialist
constructive work, -

However, that is not all.

“In order to keep the workers in their factories their daily
feeds must receive more attention, supplies must be improved
and the housing conditions must be bettered. It cannot be
‘denied that very much has been accomplished recently with
regard to-supplies for the workers and housing, but what has
been doune is not sufficient having regard to the growing nceds
of the workers. We cannot be content with pointing out that
formerly there were still fewer homes for the workers than
there are to-day. We cannot be content with pointing out that
the supplies for the workers were much worse formerly than
they are now. Only stick-in-the-muds can console themselves
with the past. The basis of operations must not be the past,
but the growing needs of the workers in the present. .

It must be realised that the conditions of living of our
workers have changed fundamentally. The worker of-to-day
is not the same as the worker of former years. The worker
of to-day, our soviet worker, demands that all his needs be
satisfied, both material and cultural needs. He demands a
sufficient supply of-food, a decent house to live in and opport-
unities to ‘develop himself culturally and otherwise. He has
the right ‘to demand these things and it is our duty to see that
he gets them, The soviet worker does not suifer from unem-
‘ployment, he has been freed from the yoke of capitalism, he
is no longer a slave. but the master of his environment. But
that alone is not enough. He demands that his cultural and
material needs be satisfied, and it is our duty to see that

Do not forget that we approach the workers with certain
demands—we demand labour discipline from him, concentration
on the labour process, socialist competition, the shock group
movement, Do not forget that the overwhelming maijority, of
the workers have taken up these demands with enthusiasm
into operationi hercically. Therefcre you
‘must not be surprised when the workers who are fulfilling the

"demands put to them by the Soviet power. themselves demand

‘that the Soviet power should fulfiil certain duties towards the
workers with regard to the improvement of the material aud

‘cultural situation of the working class.

To sum up, our task is to liquidate the fluctuation of labour
power, to abolish the levelling tendencies, to organise the tarifi
system correctly and to improve the living conditions of the

working class.

~ This is the situation with regard to the second new con-
dition of development,
I shall now deal with the third condition.

3. The Organisation of Labouril’ower.
1 dealt just now with the necessity of abolishing the fluctuat-

Jion of labour power and of keeping our workers in their fact-

ories. However, this is not the whole of the problem. The
abolition of the fluctuation of labour power alone is not enough,
thé¢ workers must further be given conditions in which thay
can work with enthusiasm aid get the most out of themselves,

-in which they can improve both the guality and. the quantity of

sproduction. In other. words, it is nccessary to .organise.the

work in the factories in such a fashion that the productivity
of labour -power -increases from monith to month -and:feom
quarter to quarter. : . st R

Can ‘it be said that the present organisation of work in
the factories is exemplary. that it is in accordance with -the
demands of production? No. unfortunately we could not say
this with any truth. In any case, there are many factories in
which work is organised very badly, where disorder and con-
fusion exist instead of organisation and efficiency, where lack
of responsibility exists instead of the principle of personal rese
ponsibility. B

What does that mean, a lack of personal responsibility?
A lack of personal responsibility means the iack of any sort
of responsibility for the work undertaken. lack of responsibility
and care for the mechanical equipment. for the machinery. for
the instruments of production. Naturally., where there is no
personal responsibility there can be no question of any serious
and permanent increase of the productivity of labour power, or
of any considerable improvement of the quality of production,
or of any real care for the mechanical equipment, etc. You
know to what results the lack of personal responsibility has
led on the railways. The same results are showing themselves
in industry. We have abolished the lack of personal responsib~
ility on the railways. and the work of the latier has improved.
We must do the same in industry and we shall then obtain
the improvement. .

Formerly it was possible for us to put up with the in-
correct organisation of labour power, an incorrect organisation
which went very well with the lack of personal responsibility,
with the lack of responsibility of the individual for the con-
crete work undertaken. To-day however the situation is differ-
ent. With the present gigantic scale of production and the
existence of giant undertakings, the lack of personal responsib-
ility is such a serious danger that all our organisational and
productive gains in the factories are threatened by it

How was it possible that this lack of personal responsibility
in the work could get such a footing in many of our factories?
It entered the factories as an illegal companion of the uninter-
rupted labour process, although of course it would be wrong
to say that the uninterrupted labour process necessarily brings
with it a lack of personal responsibility in ‘the factories. With
the correct organisation of labour power. with the organisation
of individual responsibility for everyone engaged for a certain
piece of work. by keeping definite groups of workers at definite
‘mechanism and machinery, by correctly organising the shifts,
by seeing to it that these shifts are equal in quality and qualiic-
ation, under such conditions * the uninterrupted tabour process
can lead to a tremendous increase of the productivity of laboux
power, to an improvement of the quality of labour power: aud
to the re-establishment of the principle of personal responsib-
ility. This is at present the situation on the railwayvs where
the uninterrupted labour process has been introduced withon
causing a lack of personal responsibility. . .

Can one say that the situation in the factories is the same
with regard to the uninterripted labour process? Unfortunately
we cannot with truth. The situation is that in many factories
the transfer to the uninterrupted labour process was' carried
out too quickly, the preliminary conditioils were not properly
prepared, the shifts were not properly. organised, no care was
taken to see that the shifts were more or less equal with
regard to quality ‘and qualification, and no personal responsib-
ility was attached to the individual for each piece of concrete
work. The result was that the uninterrunted labour process
developed arbitrarily a lack of person»' responsibility as a
system, The result is that in a number of factories the uninter-
rupted labour process exists on paper, whilst the fack of
personal responsibility exists not on paper but in actual fact.
The result is a lack of conscienticusness for the work, careless-
ness towards the mechanical equipment. mechanical breakdowns
as a mass phenomenon, and the lack of all incentive to in-
crease the produetivity of labour. The workers are justified
.when they say: “We. would increase productivity and.improve
our work, but what is the use when no one is responsible. for
anything?” v

Again the result was that in some - factories the uninter-

‘rupted labour process was introduced overquickly -and then
‘permitted to develop ‘into a system in -which there was no

personal responsibility. The.e are two ways to abolish this

“system. and. to overcome. the lack, of ;persenal responsibility:

Fither the conditions for the introduction, of he uninterrupted
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labour process must be altered in order that this system does
not develop a lack of persanal responsibility, as was: the case
on the railways, or where favourable conditions for such an
attempt are not present, the uninterrupted labour process which
exists on paper must be abandoned and a temporary return
made to the six day ‘week, as was done .a: little while ago in
the Stalingrad Tractor Factory, in order that the conditions
necessary for a real introduction of the uninterrupted labour
process can be prepared, an uninterrupted labour process with
the existence of personal responsibility.

There are no. other solutions of this problem.

There can be no doubt about the fact that our economists
and industrial leaders are well able to understand this situation.
But yet they remain silent. Why is this? Obviously because
they are afraid of the truth. Is it not true that in a number
of our factories which have introduced the uninterrupted labour
process, this has developed a lack of personal responsibility
and that in this way the uninterrupted labour process has been
caricatured? The question must be raised: Who needs such
an uninterrupted labour process? Who dares to say that the
maintenance of such a system on paper and in a caricatured
form is above the interests of the real effective organisation
of labour power, the interests of the development of the pro-
ductivity of labour power, the interests of the real uninter-
rupted labour process, the interests of our sccialist industry?
Is ‘it not clear enough that the sooner we bury this “uninter=
rupted” labour process which only exists on paper, the sooner
we can organise the real efficient uninterrupted labour process?

Some comrades seem to think that the lack of personal
responsibility can be made up for by appeals and long speeches,
In any case, 1 know a number of economists and industrial
leaders who confine their struggle against the lack of personal
responsibility to such methods. They appear in meetings here
and there and thunder against the lack of personal responsib-
ility and apparently they assume that after their castigation
of this evil it should disappear on its own accord. They are in
error if they believe that the lack of personal responsibility can
be abolished from our practical work by no matter how many
speeches and appeals. .

Comrades, the lack of personal responsibility will never
disappear on its own. It must be destroyed by our action. We
are in power and we are responsible for everything, including
this ‘lack of personal responsibility. It would be much better
if our economists and industrial leaders would extend their
activities against the lack of personal responsibilty beyond the
confines of speech and appeals, and would spend one or two
months in the factories and mines and there study all the “little
details” of our labour power organisation. there abolish the
lack of personal responsibility and then make use of the ex-
perience gained there in other factories etc. That would be
much better. That would be a real struggle against the lack
of personal responsibility, a real struggle for a correct bolshevist
organisation of labour power, a real struggle for the correct
distribution of labour power in the factories.

To sum up, the abolition of the lack of personal respon-
sibility, the improvement of the organisation of labour power,
and the correct distribution of labour power in the factories—
that is our task.

This is the situation with regard to the third new condition
of our industrial development. _
(To be concluded.)

-»Rote Fahne“ Prohibited for 14 Days.
. Berlin, 7th July 1931.
To-day the Berlin police suppressed the ,,Rote Fahne“, the

. official organ of the Communist Party of Germany, for a period

of 14 days up to and including the 21st July.

The police statement declares that the prohibition is because
of ‘the statements concerning the presence of plain-clothes and

~armed police amongst demonstrating workers. The basis of the

»Rote Fahne" statements was the evidence given by the police
at the trial of two unemployed workers. Even the bourgeois

press, for instance the “Vessische Zeitung”, jelt compelled {o

protest against the police practices.

l POLITICS

Franco~-American Unity,

Economic Catastrophe Approaching.—The FExploitation and
Enslavement of the Toiling Masses to be Intensified.

By Th. Neubauer (Berlin),

After tedious negotiations which lasted over two weeks and-
brought fresh difficulties almost every day, an agreement has at
last been reached between Paris and Washington.  French
imperialism has obtained what was most important for it, a
guarantee that the Young Plan system will be maintained. In
this most important point Hoover was compelled to give way .in
order to save his project from complete shipwreck, and this
represents for the German bourgeoisie the heaviest blow, for it
had hoped that after the “Reparations Holiday” the tribute pay=
ments would not be continued in the old fashion.

The “formula of agreement” come to between Mellon and
Laval declares that France is in agreement with the moratorium
for the Young Plan payments, but only on condition that the
uncovered sums to the extent of 612 million Marks shall be paid
into the Bank for International Settlements. The only concession
France was prepared to make ‘in this matter was that the payw
ments might be made in bonds guaranteed by the Reichsbahn.

A further success achieved by the French politicians is that
the payment of the sums under the moratorium shall begin on
the 1st July 1933 and be settled within a period of ten years,
although Hoover originally planned that this period of repayment
should be cone of 25 years. For the German bourgeoisie this
means a considerable worsening of the Hoover Plan, for under
these terms the amount of reparations payable incréases by 200
million Marks annually from the 1st July 1933 on. And finally,
France has succeeded in obtaining credits to the extent of

- 25 million dollars for its pocket States from a loan to be floated

by the Central Banks, and that in case of a German moratorium
France would have the advantage of an instalment payment of(
its guarantee funds into the B.LS. ‘

This agreement also contains a number of provisions which
make it considerably more disagreeable for the German bour-
geoisie. France reserves the right to demand “absclute
guarantees” from the German government that the iacilities
granted under the moratorium are utilised for economic purposes
and not for armaments. The German Prime Minister Briining
has already given this guarantee to the American Ambassador
Sackett, but now he is to make the same guarantee officially in
Paris! What this undertaking actually means the German
government will discover should it attempt to continue its
previous armaments policy. Originally the French government
had demanded that the German government should give an
unequivocal guarantee to abandon its naval building program.
The present demand is the same, but couched in more careiul
and vaguer terms, whereby however, the significance remains
clear enough.

Germany’s submission to the worsened Hoover Plan is
undoubtedly a very severe defeat for the German bourgeoisie.
There can no longer be any question of a revision of the Young
Plan, and the hope that the “World Reparations Holiday” would °
be the introduction to such a revision, must now be buried. The
actual respite which the German bourgeoisie will receive under
the Franco-American plan will be only very short and in addition ',
it will be connected with strict political conditions. The 1,600
million Marks which will be released under the Moratorium will -
be swallowed up by German capitalism without resulting in any .
fundamental improvement in its economic situation. And then .
after the Hoover year come the increased reparations payments.

However, what can the German bourgeoisie do but accept
the Hoover Plan in its revised form? To reject the plan would
be a very dangerous business. Up to the present the Reichsbank
has lost two milliard marks of foreign currency and gold. In
addition, the losses of the other big German banks prebably
amount to a further milliard Marks. The rediscount: credit of -
400 million Marks placed at the disposal oi the Reichsbank by
British, French and American Banks and the B.LS. has already
been used up. In addition a rediscount credit of the Gold Dise
count Bank has been taken up to the extent of 50 million dollars; -
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and there is in all probability not much left of this either. On

the Sth July the Administrative Council of the Reichsbank met
to. consider the question whether it was possible to go below
he legal 40 per cent. covering for banknotes, or to abolish this
segal covering altogether. However, the Council had not
sufficient courage to grasp the very vicious nettle. It realised
that in the present situation any such action would make the
general panic supreme.

Will the Paris agreement stop the flight of foreign currency
and gold from Germany, as the Administrative Council of the
Reichsbank fondly hoped? Not even the German bourgeoisie
dares to hope: this, Last Autumn’s experience when under the
impression created by the September Reichstag elections a
similar gold and currency flight set in which cost the Reichsbank
over a milliard Marks and the private gold banks about three-
quarters of a milliard Marks, proves the contrary. At that time
the ‘flight continued for several months. It will not stop now as
the result of the Paris agreement, and to-day it hits German
capitalism ‘much harder, than it did last Autumn,

. The Re\chsbank has already been compelled to sharpen its
credit restrictions. As a result interest on loans to first class
firms has risen to 9 and 11 per cent! Further, it is a question how
long these credit restrictions can be maintained without having
intheir turn the most Serious effects on the German capitalist

system, for the private banks have also very little gold and.

foreign currency at their disposal. It is hardly likely that the

- Paris agreemernt will bring any immediate relief to the tottering
German money and- credit market. Above all, the flight of
German capital will' not cease because the reasons which caused
it continue to be effective—the panic-stricken fear of a collapse
of German capitalism.

The aggravation of the German crisis which began at the
end of May and forced the Reichsbank to the verge of inflation

in the midlle of June, is only the outward expression of the

severe shaking experienced by the German capitalist class and
confirms the correctness of the estimation of the situation in
Germany made by the last Plenary Session of the Executive
“ommittee of the Communist International. Germany is really
ne of the weakest links in the chain of world imperialism.

The crisis of German capitalism will not be lessened by the
Hoover Plan,-not even if the German bourgeoisie succeeds in
obtaining in addition to the moratorium further large credits from
international finance  capital. The situation would remain
precarious because German capitalism is unable to solve the
fundamental problem of the crisis, the sale of its production.
‘All the financial undertakings of Germany only lead to a further
burden on the German economic system and further difficulties
in the disposal of its commodities.
German money market alone must lead to a further aggravation
of ‘the economic crisis.

The German bourgeoisie will of course do its best to unload
" these new burdens which have been caused by its action, onto
the shoulders o fthe masses. Despite the fact that we are now
at the height of the Summer employment season, new mass dis»
missals are being carried out, and at the same time the pressure
on wages is béing inicreased to such an extent that even the
bourgeois Labour Minister Stegerwald has been compelled to

warn his friends against overstraining the bow because this ,
would aggravate the political crisis considerably. As a rapid |

increase of the unemployment figures is expected for the coming

months, the Labour Ministry is already working out a new.

Emergency Decree to cut still further all unemployment insurance
benefits.

The “benefits of the Hoover Plan” for the workers represent
gpothing but an intensification of their already intolerable: situ-
ation. The Germany bourgeoisie may feel itself once again
“saved” from the threat of a bolshevist revolution, but in fact the
communist movement is strengthening every day and winning
newer sections of the toiling population, including the impo-
verished middle classes and the poor peasants. The gigantic
accomplishments of. the Five Year Plan, and the rapid progress
~f, socialism. in .the Soviet Union, are making a tremendous

pression on the working masses in Germany, and the shameless.
«nd perfidious campaign of anti-Soviet incitement conducted by .

by the social democratic press cannot alter, this. - The salvation
.0f -the German. working .people. will not come from the dollar

snd not from New York, Only communism can save Germany!

The milliards lost on the -

The Political Situation in Great Britain,

By R. Bishop (London).

The Hoover proposals for a Reparations Moratorium- were
welcomed with one voice by the whole British capitalist press
ranging from the “Morning Post” to the “Daily Herald”, and
according to the same press the proposals resulted in a general:
rise on the London Stock Exchange as on the Stock Exchanges
of other countries. Huge fortunes were made out of this sudden
speculative boom,

Behind this enthusiasm for a suspension of interest pays
ments on the part of those who a few years ago were insistent
on the last penny being extracted lies semething more than mere
altruism. British capitalism is engulfed in crisis and in this crisis
is prepared to seize at any straw that may Serve even tempor=’
arily to stabilise affairs. The Hoover proposals, however, have
not solved the 'crisis of British capitalism. It goes too decp™
for that. But now the press is full of the “new atmosphere” that’
has been created, and the “Daily Telegraph™ in a leading article
appeals to the miners to accept a lengthening of the working day-
so as not to prejudice the chance of recovery offered to capltaqf
list industry by the Hoover proposals, which were hailed in the’
first instance as ‘a noble sacrifice and the dawn of a new era.

The proposals do not mean less unemployment in Britain but -
more competition between the Imperialist powers for those mar=
kets previously supplied by German reparations. Imbued by fear
of the coming German revolution the American capitalists want
at one stroke to save the millions they have invested in Germany:
and to grab new markets. The British Government will try to |
play the same game.

Unemployment grows by leaps and bounds, every basic m-.
dustry is in decline far beyond the powers of the Hoover pro- .
posals to remedy.

As this decline develops so does the political situation be="
come more complicated. Despite the fact that every opportunity,
is seized by capitalist publicists to preach of trade revival there
is a growing scepticism amongst workers and exploiters alike”
as to the possibilities of any such thing occurring.

Until the General Election of 1929 vast numbers of workers
still retained a firm belief that the advent of a Labour Govern=
ment would bring an end to the depression that had weighed
heavily upon them for so long a period. Two years of Labour
Government, however, has served to bring disillusionment to the
majority of these.. Those who were enthiastic supporters of the’
Labour Party prior to 1929 are at the most luke-warm in their
attitude to-day, regarding the government merely as a lesser evil
than a Conservative Government. Many others have progressed
beyond this stage and realise that as between the old capitalist
parties and the comparatively new capitalist Labour Party there
is nothing to choose.

The result is to be seen at every bv e!ectlon where the La«.
bour vote shows a consistent decline averaging 4,000 per contest.

A similar: position reigns in the Conservative Party, to -a
lesser degree. Here one finds strong elements of the bourgeoisie
dissatisfied at the inability of their party to stem the tide of
industrial depression and colonial revolt. Consequently despite
the growing disgust with the Labour Government the Conserva=
tive vote shows only a minute increase on 'their General Election
figures which were, of course, far below their figures of the pre-
vious General Election owing to the big swing towards the La<
bour Party which characterised the General Election of 1929.

As regards the Liberal Party it has ceased: 'to have - any
electoral pull whatever; at by-election after by-election it re-
gisters a decline often amounting to as much as 50 per cent of its
1929 vote.. Of recent. months the Liberal Party has failed to
contest the majority of by-electxons even in those constituencies
where it recorded good votes in 1929. An attempt has been made
by means of collusion between the Liberal and Labour Parties”
head offices to secure the erstwhile Liberal vote for Labour, but
in every recent instance the figures have made it clear that the
local Liberal electors will not fall in line. Usually about 50 per’
cent. have abstained from voting whilst the remainder in thé
main ‘have divided their alleglance between Conservatlve and ~
Labour.

These -circumstances:-have presented an opportumtv for Fas«:
cist elements to show their head, and movements, emanating from
both Conservative and Labour camps have been started, Tha
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first serious movement of this kind was the Empne Crusade. of
Lord Beaverbrook, the newspaper magnate,. alongside of which
was formed as a complenentary body the United Empire Party,
headed by Lerd Rothermere, another newspaper peer. . These
bodies came out with a demand for.a high protective tariif, for
the strong hand in India, ard ior the rupture of relations with
1h¢ USSR. and a boycott ot goods coming from that country.

" At three by-clections (Bromley, Paddington and Islington)
ﬂtese fascists put up candidates in opposition fo official Conser-
vative candidates and so well did they do that they won Pad-
dington, beat the official Conservative candidate ‘at Islington, let-
#ing the Labour candidate in, and came within a thousand or so
votes of the official Conservaiive candidate whe held the seat at
Eromley.

- These successes were sufficiently striking to cause the Con-
servative central office to come to an agreement with the Empire
Crusaders and to pledge themselves to a considerable proportion
of their programme.

Simuitaneously with this move the millionaire motars manu-
facturer. Sir William Morris, in conjunction with the late Lord
Melckett, called a meeting of leading industrialists, and financiers
eut of which was born the National Council of Industry and Com-
merce which has for its aim the establishment of a special indu-
strial parliament, to be the real governmemt of the country refe-
gating to the existing parliament mere detail work Their pro-
gramme includes in the forefront wage reducuons and rationali-
sation so that production costs may be reduced “to an economic
fevel”. They also demand high tariifs, empire iree trade, a firm
hand in India and open opposition to the USS.R. This body
has hnge funds at its diposal and is of course supported by the
Empire Free Trade press.

. The third new body of a fascist character is the New Party,
founded by Sir Oswald Mosley who resigned office in the Labour
Government just prior to the formation of the New Party. He
took with him into the New Party six Labour M.P.s, two of
‘whom have already deserted. It is significant that Mosley him-
self is an extremely wealthy man, with a millionaire wife who
is a daughter of the late Lord Curaon, and that his M.P. followers
are entircly non-proletarian. The New Party is modelled on the
Nazis: of that there can be no doubt, although its leaders are
anxions to disclaim their fascist objective. In the forelront of
their public ntterances they place “a bold schemne of national
reconstruction” by means of which they claim they can cure
unemployment.  This is the demagegic jam to make palatable the
fascist pill.

Actually the main items of their programme are a national
emergency government by a council of six, which, like Sir
William Morris’s industrial parliament, is to take all real power
from the existing Chamber and operate on the Enes of the Fascist
Directorate; a form of tariffs which they disguise by the name
of “insulation”; and “national discipfine”. They have intervened
so far in one by-election. They obtained over 4,000 mtes, in
the main from disgruntied Labour elements.

Like the Empire Crusaders and the Morris industrialisis they
Yave ample funds and are carrying on amr intensive campaign.

It will be seen that confusion reizns in the ranks of the ca-
pitalist parties, a confusion which is reflected in Parliament itself.
Inside each of the Parties there are dissident groups. Winston
Churchill, perhaps the .best brain in the Conservative ranks,
leads the semi-fascist elements in the Party and has resigned bis
position i the Comervauve' “Shadow Cabinet’”, urging a stronger
“blood and iron” policy in India. Within the last few days Sir
John Simen has publicly refused -to receive the Whips of the
Liberal Party any further. And in the Labour Party there are
elements who realising the growing anger of the workers ask
that some sop shall be thrown to appease their wrath.

Since the Government took office the number of unemployed
has increased from st over 1 million to close upon 3 million.
The trade returns continue to be wors:: each month and instead
oihpaciﬁcaﬂtion oi the Colonies open revolt has broken out every-
where.

Snewden, the Labour Chancellor of the Exchequer, has called
on all workers to make “saerifices” to- bring back prosperity.
He has issued a warning that expenditiure on unemployment and
the social eervices must be reduced. In every basic mdnstry
wages either have been reduced or the Losses are now preparing
0 reduce them, and in every case the reductions have been

directly- assisted by special .Commissions and Gammﬁecs of
Enquiry appointed by the Labour Government. When the wor-
kers have struggled against these reductions the Labour Govern-
ment has not hesitated to use all the forces at ifs disposal, even
the iniquitous Trade Union Act, on the side o‘i the emploxers
against the workers.

This Governmemt, returned as a government of peace, has
intensified the war preparations of previous governments and on
every occasion has shown its unremitting enmity te the Soviet
Union,
~ What then is the position of the working class movement in
Britain faced with a sifuation such as this? Until the early part
of this year there were no indications that these workers who
had grown disillusioned with the Labour Party were prepared
to turp in any comsiderable numbers to the Commusist Party.
But of late there are signs of a turn in the tide.” The first indi-
cations came from the local Council elections held in Wales n
March. Two months previously the miners in this part of Bri-
tain had struggled against wage cuts which were eventually
imposed upon them by a combination of the employers, the trade
union officials and the Labour Government working through an
arbitration committee appointed under the Labour Government's
Coal Mines Act. Only the Miners’ Minority Movement and the
Communist Party had led thé struggle against reductions and
worsened conditions and as a result of this revolutionary leader-
ship in action considerable successes were gained at the March
elections. A monih later Country Council elections were held
in the same area and once again a startling .advance was
registered amounting to the Communist vote being more than
doubled in many places and a number of seats -being wan.

" Then there came the Ogmore parliamentary by-election where
the Communist candidate, J. R. Campbell,--whe in 1929 poiled
little mor than 1,000 votes, received over 5000 vetes. In other
parts oi Britain too, local election figires and clections to offices
in the trade unions have shown that the workers are beginning
to move towards the revolutionary policy and leadership of the
Communist Party.

So far in Britain the Communist Party is a small bodv. Hs

‘mass work has been weak, but the activities of 193% have showr

that a_vigorous application of the revolutionary bBne of indepen
dent }eadershxp can win the workers. To-day the growing diffi«
culties of British capitalism, both at home and in ihe colonies,
coupled with the tremendous radicalisation of the masses which
must of necessity be intensified by the application of the recom-
mendations of the Economy Commiitee, which are to be issued
shortly, and of the Royal Commission on Unemployment, which
the Labour Governmeut is already starting to put into eperztion,
preseni an unprecedenied opportunity for the growth of a mass
Comnmnist Party and a mass Minority Movement.

| THE WHITE TERROR |

Appeal against Extradition of N'Gnyen
Ai Quac and Serge Lefranc.

The International Secretariat of the Leagwe against Im-
perialism and for National Independence has issued an appeal
against the proposed extradition of the Indo-Chinese communist
leader N'Guyen Ai Quac who was arrested a little while ago by
the British police in Shanghai, together with a French subiect
named Serge Leframc. The French bourgeois press declares
these two to be the chief organisers and leaders of the com-
munist movement in Indo-China amd demands their extradition.

The appeal of the League against Imperialism emunerates
the many cases in which colonial revelutionaries have been
extradited during the course of the past year, and expresses the
fear that the British authorities will hand over the twe to the
French imperialist authorities in Inde-China. The Internation>®
Secretariat of the League against Imperialism protests energet
cally against the danger of extradition and calls upon the
workers of the world, and in particular #he workers of Great.
Britain and its colonies, fo protest against any such extraditions
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AGAINST IMPERIALIST WAR

The Iraq Treaty and the Struggle for
Hegemony in the Near East,

By Bob {(Jaffa).

The session of the Maudate Commission of the League of
Nations which was to have decided on the British proposal o
replace the maadate for Iraq by the Aaglo-lraq Treaty and to
admit the Iraq “State” as a member of the League of Nations in
1932, has just concluded its deliberatious in Geneva. It was not
for wothing that the other imperialist States, above all. Frauce
aud ltaly, resisted the British proposal as long as possible. The
jmperialist rivals of Great Britain in the Nea Eastcr know better
thau anyone else thai the realisation of Great Britain’s sirale-
gical plans there {one of the most imporiant parts of these plaus is
the consolidation of the British position in Iraq) wouald coeaso-
lidate British hegemony {o such an exient that the other umperia-
list powers would be leii far in the rear. These powers were
unable to prevent the carryving out of the British plans, but they
were determined that their agreement should be purchased withi
comnpensations, and this determination was at the back of the
varioys diplomatic manoeuvres conducted in Geneva.

- These manoeuvres cannot alter the established fact thai
duciag the last six mouths in pariicular, British plans iu the Near
Fast have made considerable progress, and that much that was
i1 the preparatory and discussion stage for many years, has now
entered on the stage of realisation. und in part is about to be
reafised. There is first of all the final appending of the signatures
to ihe plpefine agreement which aims at pumping oil from
northern iraq (Mossul and Kirkuk districts) to the Mediterranean.
The fact that this pipeline has now been bifurcated at a certain
point in order to carry hali the oil to the British port of Haifa
and the other half to French Tripoli, only shows that the strate-
gical value of #his pipeline is immnense. and that all economic and
finuncial considerations have been subordinated to finding this
solution of the vexed problem, in ordér to satisfy the Naval and
Military authoritics of both countries who all insisted on oil

This pipeline is intended to guarantee the oil supplies for
the imperialist naval bases in the Mediterranean and for the
imperiafist ‘air forces in case of war. The petroleum companies
which are coanstructing the line are being given every possibie
facility (1o the disadvantage of the inhabitants of those districts
tirough which the pipeline travels). Al that the imperialist
governments demand is that the line shall be completed as
quickly as possible and that it shall be able to supply all the
demands of the imperialist naval and wmilitary forces.

In the meantime. other important 'projects are nol being neg-
fected. The naval base being coastructed in Haifa is sow half
completed according to the latest bulletin of the engineers. By
ruthless speeding up methods and an intense exploitation of
native labour power the authorities hope to have thie harbour
completed even before the time fixed. Similarly, the other end
of the piveline in Freuch Tripoli is alse being turned into a naval
base. Military aerodromes are being built in the immediate neigh-
bourhoed. Great oil tanks are being erected and also a refinery
it order to be able in case of war to refine the oil on the spot,
These war preparations are being supplemented by the speeding
-up of the electrification proiects and by the exiension and im-
provement of the conneciing roads of a strategical character in
the spheres of nfluence of the two great imperialist powers,

} The surveying work for the Haifa—Bagdad railway is prac-
tically completed aud the ultimate route has been almost decided
upon. The actual building work will probably begin in the
Autumn of this year. Further plans are now being considered
for a parafie! line in the north, i. e. parallel to the Turkish aund
Soviet frontiers. There is good reason to believe that these plaas
will also be put into operation.

. According to the calculations of the imperialist press these
war preparations should be concluded in 193435 approximately,
that is to say in about three years time. By that time a further
problem must be soived: the political stabilisation of Anglo-
(Erench hegemony. The practical work for the construciion of
Ale various. strategical positions i the Near Esst is  clpsely

accompanied and supported by the diplomatic manoeuvring of
the _British and French imperialists. Combinations of alf sorts,
intrigues, bribery, and corruption are still, the chief instruments
of imperialist diplomacy ia the Levante. Behind the formulas,
agreements and treaties which are the public expression of the
silent battle behind the scenes are these imstruments of impere
ialist diplomacy.

The leaders of the Arahian national movement willingly lend
themselves to play the role appointed for them by the imper-
izlists in the vanous pelitical combinations. This can be seen in
the way the feudal and bourgeois sections in Iraq have gone
over to imperialism, in the way the nationalist leaders in Syria
{including those who were considered “extreme” a litile while
ggo) now support the monarchist swindle organised by Freanca
imperialism, in the way the so-called national opposition in
Transjordania is fighting for a place at the table of imperialism,
in the way 1bm Saud who likes to be called “the leader of the
Arabian movement for independence”, is being caught in the toils
of the British diplomatic net {this is proved by the recent agree~
ment with Iraq drawn ap and signed under British pressure
which represents. despite all the reservations, a further step to
the complete capitulation of Ibn Saud).

The reason for this treach=rous attitude of the native ruling
classes is not only to be found in the advantages of a material
rature offered them by French and British imperialism (the
peoples of the Orient have learned from bitter experience how
much value may be attached to imperialist prowises), in fact. the
chief reason for this attitude is the fear harboured by the native
feudal and bourgeois sections of the spontaneous revoluticnary
mass movement, This fear makes it seemn desirable for them
to abandon the interests of the national-revolationary movement
and to conclude an alliance with the imperialists in order to save
themselves from the revolutionary flood.

. The rich landowners, the religious leaders, the trading bour-
geoisie and the employers are well aware, as their press shows,
of the real meaning of the Anglo-French preparations for war,
They know that the decisive struggle between imperialism and
socialism will also decide the fate of those oriental countries
which lie on the way to India. and they prafer to throw in theit
Iot with that of the British and French imperialists against the
Soviet Union because the native masses, not only the workers,
but also the peasants and the pettv-bourgeois masses harbour
growing sympathies for the Soviet Union, and themselves are
being driven more and more into revolt by the pressure of the
severe econpmic Crisis,

. A careful survey of the imperialist war preparations in the
Near Fast shows that these preparatious have become particular-
{v iutense during the last two vears. or in cther words, since
the Labour government has taken over the reins in Great Britain,
In the Near Past Great Britain is as underiably the leader of the
anti-Soviet block, as imperialist France is in Europe. MacDonald
and Henderson have laid the scene of their war preparations in
Airica and Asia and this makes it easier for tliem to conceal
these preparations. They hope even to be able to continue simul-
taneously their pacifist phrasemongering. However, the iater-
national proletariat must not let itself be deceived by these
manoeuvres. Pvery new step in the imperialist war preparations
in the Near Fast, and there have been many irom the Iraq Trealy
to the Mossul Agreement, must be carefully watched.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT ]
International Miners Appcal.

The Secretariat of the International Miuers Commitiee has
issued an appeal to the miners of all countries calling on them to
support the heroic struggles of the 40,000 miners in Pennsylvania
and Kemtucky who are fighting under the leadership of the
revolutionary miners union against the combined forces of the
mineowners. and their armed thugs, the rapaalist State, the
police and militia, and the reformist trade union {eaders,

The appeal describes the course of the strike and the issngs
at stake and appeals to the miners of ail countries to orgamse

" support, to organise solidarity demoastrations ané Yo begin with

collections for the support of the striking Aus:bcan miners, -
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FIRST OF AUGUST: INTERNATIONAL
FIGHTING DAY AGAINST WAR.

The British Armament Concern,

By R H.

The war industries of all imperialist countries are experiencs
ing a boom period, - The capitalist State Budgets allot increas=
ingly high sums for new armaments and for the modernisation
.of old armaments. -This fact alone shows that: the World is in a
period of political high tension.

British imperialism is the deadly énemy of the Soviet Union.
ts differences with other imperialist powers do not diminish its
enmity, of the Soviet Union, The aggressive policy of British
imperialism can be seen in its armaments-system,

The section of the British metallurgical and engineering in«
dustries which works for war production, rifles, guns, warships,
aeroplanes, tanks and munitions of war, is controlled by Arm-
strong-Vickers, and the organisation of this concern”was the
work of Sir Basil Zaharoff. ' Even prior to 1914 Zaharoff held a
controlling interest in Vickers Ltd., and ten other British arma-
‘ment-firms. The Armstrong-Whitworth Company was the only
armament firm of importance which was not under his influence.
During the world war, however, Zaharoff succeeded by a ma-
noeuvre in swallowmg Armstrong-Withworth also, . At his in=
stance the British government and the Bank of England starved
Armstrong-Whitworth financially and compelled the firm to
amalgamate with Vickers. The Armstrong-Vickers concern was
the result. This concern represented an enormous concentration
of armament capital,

.. The rclations between Armstrong-Vlckers and the Brmsh
government are naturally very close. As in all other capitalist
countries, so also in Great Britain, it is a normal phenomenon
that high government officials should change their sphere of acti-
wvities irom the work of government to the offices of the arma-
ment concerns. These oificials maintain their connections with
the government and influence their successors directly or indi=
rectly with promises of equally well-paid positions in the ar=
mament industry in iheir turn, For instance, the former Direce
tor of naval construction and technical adviser to the Admiralty,
Sir Tennyson d’Eyncourt, is now one of the Directors of Arm-
strong-Vickers. Lord Southborough, wiio is also one of, the Di-
rectors of Armstrong-Vickers, was Civil Lord of the Admiralty
from 1912 to 1917. General Littleton, whose brother is also one of
the Directors of the Armstrong-Vickers concern, was the Chief
of ‘the British Army Council. The two secretaries of the Com-
mitee for imperial Defence, the highest military strategic organ
of British imperialism, Lord Sydenham and Admiral Ottley, are
both Directors of the Armstrong-Vickers concern, This list could
be lengthened indefinitely. The above names are, however,
sufficient to show the close connections which exist between the
British government and the British armament concern. It is
hardly neczssary to mention that for.the most part the shares of
‘Armstrong-Vickers are held by Dukes, Lords, Viscounts, Knights,
Baronets, politicians, and high naval and military officers.

The armaments industries are closely interwoven on an in-
'lernanonal scale. Thé Armstrong-Vickers concern has close re-
lations with the Bethlehem Steel Corporation, with Schneider-
Creuzot, with Krupp and with the- Italian armament industry.
It 'js very interesting to note that Armstrong-Vickers subscribed
thalf the share capital for the armoured plate factory of Mutoran
m Japan. Equally interesting is the fact that Vickers Aeroplanes

Ltd., (London) has works in Canada; big interests in the Dutch
Vliegetuigenfabrik Fokker in Amsterdam, and interests 'in the
Junkers works in Dessau (Germany),

Prior .to the world war the relations. between the armament
Endustnes of Great Britain and Germany were very close. Pa-
tents were exchanged. Krupp steel was sent to Great Britain, etc.
“The world war put an end to this close co-operation, but after
the war both sides began tc take up the threads again. The
Krupp firm claimed compensation from the Armstrong-Vickers
concern for having handed over its rights in a particularly effec-
tive fusecap which was used by the British artillery during the
war. Through ‘the mediation of the German Foreign Office, Krupp
took proceedings -against Armstrong-Vickers: to recover one
shilling for each:fusecap. The total claim: amounts to 123 million
shillings. This demand actually figures on the debit side of Arm-

’productlon

sides the British Empire.

‘interest in the submarine building yards in Portugal,

strong-Vickers’ balance sheet. In all prohability, however, this
sum will never be paid directly and some sort of compromise
will be arrived at. It has been suggested that Krupp shall receive
an interest in a Spanish steel concern which is under the control
of Armstrong-Vickers.

Armstrong-Vickers prodice or control  the production of big
guns, rifles, small arms of all sorts, tanks, warships and aero-
planes. The nmiechanisation and the motorisation. of the British
Army represent a tremendous source of profit for the British ar=
mament industry. The small professional army of Great Britaini
is ideally equipped, from the point of view of the armament capi«
talists. Nevertheless, the British Army has fewer tanks:andi
fewer aeroplanes than the French Army. In 1931 the French
government admitted to possessing 3,700 tanks, whilst inthe
same year the British authorities admitted to 800 only. Muchk

the same proportion exists with regard to aeroplanes; Fraice

has 3,850 planes whilst Great Britain has only 1,550. However,
this does not mean that the British armament industry is behind
the French armament industry in its development.  The exact
opposite is the truth. In Great Britain the most up-to-date
weapons of warfare have already been prepared for serial mass
In case of war the British armament industry would
be in a position- to produce huge quantities of war material in
avery short space of time. The modeéls ‘and plans have beén
worked out to the last and most minute detail. All that is nea
cessary is that work should begin and the most modern weapons
of warfare can then be produced on a mass scale,

The Armstrong-Vlckers concern supplies other countries hew
It is, in fact, the .largest armaments
contractor in the world. During recent years the British exports
of war materials have steadily increased. .

In 1923 Great Britain exported war materials to the value
of' ‘3,240,800 pounds ‘sterling. In 1924 the figure was 2,996,000
pounds sterlmg In 1925 the figure was 3,488,200 pounds sterling:
and in 1926 and 1927 3,052,700 pounds sterlmg and 3131,523
pounds sterling respectively.

The quantities and kinds of war materlals exported are
shown in the following list:

140 military planes,

386 acroplane engines,

24 heavy guns,

2,085 machine-guns,

28,066 field service rifles,

20,000 heavy shells,

42,759 shell cases,

44 million rounds of rifle ammunition,

Armstrong-Vickers supplies chiefly the South Amerlcaﬁ
States, Greece, Japan (remember the close conmnection with the
Mutoran firm) and last but not least, the various warring gene=
rals in China. Armstrong-Vickers has flung a network of armas
ment agents around the world. The headquarters of this pro
duction of artillery, tanks, warships, etc., are in Sheifield and
Downing Street.

Apart from aeroplane construction, Great Britain is very.
active in the building of submarines.. British armament firms
have big shipbuilding yards not only in Great Britain itself, but
also abroad, For. instance, Armstrong-chkers has a controlling
Germany,
is also interested in these yards. The naval defences of Spain
are also the work of Armstrong-Vickers.

Armstrong-Vlckers is the most active and unscrupulous ar-
maijment contractors in the world, It seeks continually for new
markets on which to dispose of its wares. It never ceases in its
work to bring about that of affairs in which, “money is of no
account®, in other words, war.. The agents oi the Armstrong=
Vickers concern aré worthy allies of Deterding and his accoma
plices. They represent a permanent and dangerous threat to the
international proletariat in general and to the Soviet -Union in
particular.

The British Labour government is well aware of the praca
tices of the Armstrong-Vickers concern, but it has neither the
desire nor the power to make any change in the traditional
methods. Before the war it was a generally known fact (ad«
mitted, for instance, by the “Economist”) that the British Foreign
Office was the agent of the British armament concerns and seci
red large orders for the British war industries. The connectioms

‘between the British armament industry and the British govern-

ment are as close and permanent as they were beiore_ the world
war, and: .the same-co-operation: exists to-day as existed ihem
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MWorkers’ Delegation”.

- the big leaders of the Sarekat-Islam,
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{TRADE UNION MOVEMENT

The “Victory* of the Berlin International
in Indonesia.

By Musso,
“In regard to colonial plunder its policy is that of the

- direct suppression of the national revolutionary movement in

the colonial ‘and semi-colonial countries, a policy that means
~tens of thousands of prisoners and mass shootings in India,
-the destruction of villages from aeroplanes; direct support
for the executioners government of Chiang Kai-shek and for
. the open war which foreign warships are conducting on the
- Yangtse- against the Red Armv in the South of Chma, the
..mass executions in-Indo-China.”

(Theses of the XI. Plenum of ihe ECCI)
Nowadays also in Indonesia social democracy is the  main

-Sbmal pillar of the Dutch bourgeoisie in the plundering of the

mlllxon working and peasant masses. Moreover during the
Lrisis time .it becomes already openly the integral part of the
.exploiting- class. Nowhere the Social Democratic Party is as
‘cunhing as the social fascist party .of Holland in the field of
‘#he corruption of the colonial movements. In its colonial con-
®ress which was held ‘at the beginning of 1930 it openly and

- ‘shamelesly decided that Indonesia must and can not be liber-

ated directly ‘from Holland, because, as they said, the direct
seperation of the colony from the mother country will' mean

‘mothing -else than destruction. for the Indonesian peoples. who

avere far not yet ripe to manage their country. This bourgeois
theory most of all was hotly defended by the colonial-specialist
Stokvis. The so-called Lefts were not lagging behind in. serv=-
mg the bourgeoisie and in that congress proposed that the In-
‘donesian movements at all cost must be prevented to fall under
‘the influence of Moscow.

A year has elapsed since that notorious event., Many
attempts had been made by the Dutch bourgeoisie and also by
the social democracy to create connections between the exist-

ing political and labour movements in Indonesia and the re-
-formist organisations in Holland.

In this field August Salim,
the vice-president of the reactionary Sarekat-Islam, also known
as the Gapon of Indonesia, had played a very important role.

“Acting as the colonial adviser of the Dutch workers’ delegation

30 the Geneva conferences, openly he received travelling ex-
penses from. the Indonesian government. In Ho]land Salim had
carried -out- his broker’s roéle brilliantly, - ' :

The year 1930 was a hard year for Salim and thé social

ﬂemocrats, but their hardships were crowned with good results.

anz, Kupers and Moltmaker, representatives of the N.V.V,
{Putch Trade Union Federation), arrived on May 1931 at
All bourgeois papers devoted
columns to express their gladness and to praise the “Socialist
Cordially they were accepted by the
‘highest officials of the Indonesian Dutch Government. Even the

‘QGovernor General had invited them,  In a grandious banquet

' “Kupers ‘stated that the delegation ‘had no political purposes

at all.
The non-political character of the “Workers’ de]egation"

" .“soon was.expresséd in the congress of the federation of the

Mnions of the native government oificials and employees, which
:was held at Solo after the arrival of the Trio. The congreéss

~awhich represented 32,000 members unanimously adopted the
“proposal of the socialist delegates to affiliate the federation to

the Berlin International (the former Amsterdam International),

‘As ‘everybody  knows that- Federation of the native em-
ployees is under the leadership oi Suryopranote, also one oi
thus a goed comrade of

Salim. This native Federation was established by Suryo with

“#he full help of the government representatives, thus it is noth-

dng else than a fascist organisation .to heip the Dutch to.prevent
yevolutionary influences. Survo also stated frankly by the
stablishment. of, that Federation that only organisations of the
government employees are allowed to be mem:bers, and unions
of workers of private undertakings are sternly: forbidden .to
wm that organisation.

< In: practice those: unions have no meanmg at al] and. the

employees. are . Jommg those movements, because. those organis
sations are semi-state organisations. Thus the joining of those
unjons -means for the employees more or less protection; all
the more during the present acute regime of economy, to be
member of those unions is an assurance. This is the only
benefit that the employees enjoy from. their organisations. At
present the salaries of the government employées were cut
by 15 a 20 per cent.; the unions and also the Federation,
have done nothing except their so-called ‘‘protest meet=
ings”. against wage cuts, where the leaders passed resolutions
to agree to the step taken by the government, because, as they
stated, the crisis affects not only the employees but also the
government, therefore a good government servant's :main
duty during this difficult time is to help the state to fight
the crisis. Besides, it is better to have a smaller wage than to

‘be discharged.

Those are the slogans at the present time of the Federation
which is newly aﬁlhated to the Berlm (former Amsterdam)

.~Internatxonal

That the amllatlon of the native Federahon to the Berlm
International was greatly appreuated by the hourgeoxsre and
also by. 1he social. democracy is obvious,,

“This affiliation of the native trade, unions to the 'Ber]i,n
JInternational is really a great moral success gained by -the
delegation of the N:V.V. This at the 'same time ‘is also ‘a
great's_teri‘ forward for the movemenis of the Indonesian
masses.’

This is said by “Het Volk”, the official organ of the’ Soual
Democratic Party of Holland. The Bourgeois paper “New
Rotterdam Courant”, however, which is always thinking about
the -Moscow-danger-in Indonesia, could hardly:believe that re-
formism could attract at once 32,000 coloured workers, and

in its issue of June 4th. 1931 it makes the following exclamation:

“It we ask ourselves what benefit the Indonesian trade
unions -get to be affiliated to the Berlin International, thm
gladly we can say, that they are now freed from the gnp
of Moscow.”

Those are the victories of the Reformist International. W}\ILh
aré also called by the bourgeoisie the defeats of Moscow. Re-
formism to-day is in the colonial countries reared by the
bourgeoisie, because this showed during the recent time o be
the best weapon to fight communism. In order to extend the
influences of social democracy in Indonesia the Dutch have
sacrified everything.  The. social democrats get the highest
positions in the colony, money was not counted if it was on
behalf of the social democracy. On the othér hand to prevent
the penetration of Communism, all drastic steps have been taken
and various laws have been promulgated. Also the passport
systein “has been introduced specially to fight the Commu»mst
propaganda in the villages, and in the * ou.cr terntorles (cher

islands except Java and Madura),

The present crisis makes the mternanona) bourg;oxsxe to
be more active to act against Communism. Recently the bloc
between the governors. of the Philippine Islands, Indo-China,
British Malaya and Java was strengthened, and those countries
are. to-day exactly copying the method "of work of the Dutch
in doing away with the agents of Moscow. - In the P.I. hundreds
of workers were recently arrested, the guillotines - are. very
active in Indo-China, deportation to China is the order of the
day of the MacDonald. Government in Singapore. The Dutch
are not only helping Chiang Kai-shek in the beheading of the
Chinese Communists who were active in Indonesia to arrest
and to deport them to China but they are daily also banishing
the Indonesian Communists to the malaria place Boven Dlgul

“amidst the jungle of New Guinea.

But fortunate]v the colonial pro]etanat encouraged by the
tremendous successes of the socialist construction in -the
U:S.S.R.. on the one hand and by the victories of the Chinese
Red Army on. the other do not shrink an inch to face the com-
bined forces .of the imperialist powers, and even in Indonesia
there took place the revival oi the Communist activities .re-
gardless  of the brutal terror. It  can be . expected soon :that
also Indonesia. can be .counted as a link iin the revolutmnary

“upsurge in the East: -~
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| IN THE INTERNATIONAL |

Are the Decisions of the E.C.C.L
Plenum to Remain Only on Paper?

By 0. W. Kunsinen

~ We, Commuunists, are all very fond of talking about the
development of the Comintern inte a strony international of
cowmon actien, inte a real Bolshevik world Party. But when
it comes to the Commanist Parties makiag the decisions of an
important Cominatern sessioq, such as those of the recent Plenum
of the B.C.CI., their very own, and putting them into practice,
amost of the Cl. Sections still dxsplay a great lack of genuine,
live iaternationalism.

~ The Congresses of the Second International can only mike
decisions with the purpose of letting them remain on paper,
Vur Coagresses and Plenums make decisions of a different kind,
and with asother object. These decisions are intended to serve
as directives for the revolutionary practice sf the proletarian
class struggle. Therefore, merely a formal acceptance and
publication of these decisions through our Sectioas is absolutely
inadmissabie, and goes against their whole spirit and essence.

~ And yet it is anfortunateley a fact that the decisions of the
X{. Plenwmn of the E.CCl have been up till now, over two
months after the Plenum, only formally adopted by mwost of the
C.i. Sections, without leading te further measures,

This is saturally not a quesiion of intermatiomal Party dis-
cipliae in the mechanical sense of the term. Oaly the eanemies
of Communism. represent the interaal discipline of the Comintern
as Dblind saper-centralism, according to which the Moscow
Executive of the Comintera dictates everything that the Come-
wannists of the various countries have to do or leave andone.
This is a mendacious caricature of Comintern discipline. By
dnternational development of our Sections we teaa something
Quite different as shown by the following:

. An international session of the Comintern, such as the recent
Plenum of the E.C.C.IL, performs impertant political work. The
members of the Executive Committee, elected by the World
Congress, and in addition, a considerable number of other
cepresentatives of other Sections from many countries, come
together, in order to study once more collectively in the course
of u fortnight, the old fighting experiences, analyse the economic
and political situation and lay down the immadiate main tasks
of the Comintern. The result of this collective work, laid down
in carefully considered resolutions and theses of the Plenum,
constitutes a resulf of great political importance for the Com-
munist movement of the world. But this result can be lost
to a great extent, if the Sections of the individual countries do
not know how te utifise it.

What does this utilisation mean?

An international session makes chicfly enly central decisions,
appropiate to all the important countries, it givos the
characteristics of the international situation and layvs down in
its directives the cemtral comrse of the Communist Parties for
the immediate future. This is precisely its task. ¥t cannot
analyse in detail the conditions of all the individual countries,
and still fess work out whole cemcrete directives for the
individual couantries and situations which are rapidly changing.
This should be the work of the individual Sections, which they
are to carry out on the basis of the decisions of the inter-
national session

But it is precisely regarding this pm 1 that we encounter
one of the most characteristic defects in the work of our
Sections, te the removal of which the Executive of the Comintern
has paid considerable attention {ately, and will have to continue
to do so. The XI. Plenum of the F.C.Cl., also called special
attention to it by giving prominence amenz the serious
weakaesses and defem noticeable in the work of most Sections
and indicating as “special danger in the conditions of the present,
lug’ncr stage of the class struggle” also to the following defect.

“A mechanical application of gemeral directives without
their comcretisatias, with regard to the respective country
and the respective. and concrete case of the class strugele.”

“to completely remedy this weakness,

-

But there seems to be now the danger of the geneﬂi
directives given by the X1 E.C.C.1 Plenum being also mechas
nically carried out by maay Comintern Sections. The C.P. of
Germany alene went immediately and seriously to work
regarding the concretisation of the decisions of the X1, Plenum
in accordance with conditions in Germany. On the other hand,
for instance, the CP.s of France, Great Britain, U.SA. and
many other Sections of the Comintern have hitherto, if we are
correctly informed, treated these decisions rather formally, have
so to speak, “taken cognisance of them”, which means that for
the time being, the substance of the Plenum decisions has been
the subject of a couple of short newspaper articles, and that
otherwise the questions have been put off till the Plenum of the
C.C.; then at the Plenum of the C.C., a report on the E.CC.L
Plenum was listened to, and after an inadequate discussion anr
equally inadequate resolution was adopted, in order io *proceed
after that with the agenda™.

However, it is iust possible that one or other of these
parties has after all done a little more, in order to make the
results of the E.C.C.L Plenum its own, bat if so, we are not
aware of it. Anyhow, one thing is certain, that most of the C.L
Sections have not yet done justice ip.the amost important tasks
arising for them out of the EC.CIL Plenum, namely, 1) con«
cretisation of these decisions in accordance wﬁh the special con-
ditions in their respective couniries; and 2) drawing the whole
membership of the Party into the discussion and comcrete
elaboration of the E.C.CUI. decisions.

The first of these tasks demands a thorough re-examination
of and a reply to a whole series of very important pressiag
questions by every one of the Communist Parties, on the basis
of the new general resolutions of the E.CC.L

The X1, Plenum of the E.C.C.I. has above all called attention
to the development of the crisis of the capitalist system, to ihe
accentuation of the class siruggle, to the development of the
revolutionary upsurge, and to the fact that most of the C.l. Sec-
tions lag behiad the radicalisation of the masses. What are the
concrete forms which these phenomena take in the givea
individual country? This must be clearly indicated. The
X{, Plenum has given special emphasis to the fact that the
growth of the revolutionary upsurge is developing unevenly, “it
accord with the degree and tempo of the developmeunt of the
crisis and of the accentuation of the internmal and external con-
tradictions of capitalism in the given country™. Im countries
such as Germany, Poland, Spain, the Plenum has established
an upward development of the premises of the revolutionary
crisis. But what about France, Britain, or America, etc. in this
respect? What is the tempo and degree of the development of
the crisis and of the accentuation of the internal and external
contradictions of capitalism in these countries? The Executive
of the respective Communist Party should have clearly worked
out this immediately after the E.C.C.I. Plenum, beginning hereby
u real popularisation of the E.C.C.L decisious ia the rauks oi the
Party.

The X1 Plenum gave a general characteristic, but not
separately for every country, of the ruthless capitalist offensive
against the standard of fiving of the workers {mass dismissals
and unemployment, wage-cuts, higher taxes, artificially
maintained high retail prices, reduction of social insurance, etc.)
and recorded at the same time the growing discontent of the -
wide masses, a further sharpening of the strike and unemploved
movements, the growth of the opposition of the petty-
bourgeois urban masses, etc.— “What forim does this take
in our country?”’ Everv Communist Party sliould have asked
itself this question. Why? Above all for this reason: Because
the E.C.C.A. Plenum had to establish the fact that there were
serigus weaknesses and defects in most of the Cl. Sectious,
which took the following form:

“A policy of Kvostism with rezard to a series of great
revolitionary movements, unemployved demonstrations, sirikes
“and peasant movements. Lagging behind with regard to the
mobilisation of the masses for the defence of the daily needs
of the workers, inadequate linking up of the strugele for these
demands with the struggle for proletarian dictatorship.

“In how far does_this weakness exist in our Section?” Thi.
is’ what every Communist Party should have asked itself. U
should alse seriously consider the measures to be taken, in order
The popularisation of tlie
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decisions of the E.C.C.L. at the Plenum should have been utilised
precisely for the purpose of mobilising all Party organisations
and -members for the siruggle against our chief weaknesses, and
final victory over them. In which domains above 2ll? .

. Im the siruggle againsé mass unemploymest which has
assmned enormous prepeortions in most capitalist countries, and
is bound to grow still more. The majority of the C.I Sections
have not vet displayed much activity in regard to the organisa-
tion of the unemployed movement which has rather developed
grite spontaneously. One of the first conclusions which every
individual Commmnunist Party should draw from the political
resolution of the E.C.CL Plenum is, that it must work out
umnedrately cancrete measures capable of strengthening its work
in this domaim.

Matters are no better but rather worse in regard to the
strike movements (with only a few exceptions). As a rule we
dn net yet know what practical preparation of a strike movement
means, we are unable to give a correct lead to the 9trnggle for
the independent leadership of the strike, with the utilisation of
the tactic of the wunited front from below, neither do we know
how to prepare the mass of the strikers for the almost inevitable
eventuality that the reformists will strike by their manoeuvres.
} is bowever high time for the Communists to learn what a
correct revelutionary strike tactic meams. In enterprises where
Comnunists have only a few followers and yet advocate a sirike
without making the least eifort to draw the followers of the
reformists into if, they can even spoil the best opportunities of
the movement. This is by ne means a rare occurrence, for
instance, in France where the fighting spirit of the masses is on
the increase, but the confidence of the masses that the -Com-
munists know how to lead the struggle correctly is frequently
undermined through the mistakes oi our Comrades.

. This is mainly a question of our Cemrades in the various
couniries having to learn how to apply in the preparation of
mass demonstrations, forms of the wnited fromt from below
capable of drawing into these demonstrations broad masses of
men and women weorkers, the unemployed, as well as office
workers and other semi-proletarian strata.

According to ihe X1 E.C.CJL. Plenum,

“ihis demands, apart from a careiul consideration eof ihe
 general situation. a careiul consideration of the situation and
correlation of forces in the various branches of preduction, as
well as in every cuterprise, a carciul consideration of all the
pecularities of the position of the various strata of the working
. class, amd alse the application of suitable concrete fighting
meihods: economic strike, short protest strike. revolutionary
demonstration, political mass strike. This demands an energetic
struggle against the Right danger, against any form of op-
portunist, against a Kvostist policy, passivity and se-
cretarianism.”
In regard to the organisational reinforcement of the Red
Trade Unions and revolutionary oppesition in the reiormist trade

‘wmioms, we arc considerably beliind the existing possibilities in

all the capitalist countries, especially in the United States and
Britain, but also in Germany, Czechoslovakia, Poland, etc. And
yet, for the organisation of 2 broad and sirong counter-aitack
ol the proletriat against the Capitalist ofiensive, a sirong.
organised mass basis in the form of the revolutionary trade union

‘movement is an esseniial prereqguisite.—"What measures, new,
smportant measures must be taken immediately in our country

in this domain?”_ this is ome of the concrete questions which
should be considered in every Pariy in connection with the
E.C.CL decisions. “What are the best means oi getiing into
Is it not above all by strengthening
our work in the factories? But how can we really strengthen
this work? Is it net, for instance, expedient to use unemployed
workers who are in Ssympathy with us jor the strengthening of

‘this work? How are we to make them fit for this purpose?”

ete., et

. With regard. to the struggle agaimst fascism and against the
sourgeois dictatorship is all its forms: The X1, Plenum criticised
the mistakes made in this donain, and made it incumbent on the
individual sections o develop. better their fighting methods

.against the concrefe forms of the bourgeois dictatorship and

Jascist movement which exist in every cowntry. Has this already

becn done?' Only in a very iew countries l thmk Netfhcr were
the directives of the Plenum for the toiling - peasant masses as
allies of the proletariat in the struggle against bourgeois dictator-
ship meant to remain on paper. The Communist Party of Ger-"
many has shown in. its programme of aid to the iarmen an
example of how c.om.retely to apply the directives of the EC.C.L!-

With regard to the struggle against imperialist wars aud
the war of intervention against the Seviet Union: The XI. Plenum
emphasised the inadequate work of the Communist Parties in
regard to the struggle against the direct danger of a war eof
intervention, and placed all the C.I. Sections under the obligatien
to carry on “an emergeiic struggle for the defence of the S.U.,
against imperialist wars and for peace, exposing at the same
time the infamous pacifist manoeuvres oi the I Social Fascist
International, the most active instizator and organiser of the
counter-revolutionary war against the Soviet Union.”™ k is also
essential to expose the manoeuvres which some of the imperialist
govermments, and -ectely alse the Freuch govermment, are com-
pelled to undertaks. Simultaneously, the Plenum urged all the
sections to struggle against intervention in the Soviet districts
of Chima and also to give an impetus to amti-mifitarist activity
and to the struggle for the winning over of the weorking vouth,

By means of facts, the X1 Plenum jully demonstrated the
counter-revolutionary réle oi the international social democracy,
as the mam social prop of the bourgeoisie in its struggle against
the proletariat, and the peolitical education therefrom was
formulated by the Plenum thus:

“Therefore the  exposure of social democracy and the
IL. International, the release of the toiling masses from the
influence oi social democracy. the isolation and defeat of
social democracy are the immediate and most wrgent tasks of
the Communist Parties without the solution of which a sue-
eessful struggle of the proletariat for its Fheration from the
capitalist yoke is impossible.”

If this does not place every C.L Section under the obligation
to examine once wmore and to develop further the metheds of
its struggle against social democracy, then the cemvecation of
international sessions of the Executive Commitiee of the
Comintern is utferly nseless. : .

The E.C.C.L. Plenum itseli has already given in its political
reseolution a series of directives as to how the struggle against
the social democratic reformist leaders is to be conducted during
the preparation and development of all revolutionary activities.
But the Plenum has naturally left it to the individual sections to
work out the concrete forms, methods and slogans of the struggle
i accordamce with the local conditions in the respective
countries. In Britain, for instance, the Executive of the Labour
Party deceives large masses of workers with the “argument”
that the MacDonald government has not a iree hand fo carry
en a radical Labour pelicy. because it is still a minority govern-
ment, but that it is certainly befter than a conservative govern-
ment . .. This is a British variety of the swindle indulged in
by the German Police-Socialists who try to make it out te the
German workers that the Brining government is the “lesser
evil”.” This must be exposed in England in true English fashion.
In another country again in a diifcrent manner.

The E.C.CIL Plenum said:

“On the basis of a comcrete platiform of every-day
 demands, and by means of methods intelligible to the masses,
the C.I. Sections must expose every treacherous act of the
social democrats. Wherever Communisis do not develop an
adequate activity in the struggle against the Right danger
within the parties, apply mechanically the correct ‘class against
class™ tactic without considering the stage of development of
~ the Communist movement. wherever they do not apply it con-
cretely, in accord with the special conditions ef their country,
. and identily without reservation social fascisis with fascisn,
the social fascist leaders with the erdinary social democratic
" workers, they weaken hereby their own independent leadership
" of the class struggle and the offensive character of their
" siruggle against the secial democrats. and allow the latler to-
carry owt their sham manocuvres against fascism, md io
deceive the masses who are following themn.”
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Thus, the decisions of the E.C.C.I. Plenum were certainly
not intended to be looked upon as a finished work of art which
one hangs up and admires, On the contrary, through these
decisions a whole 'series of tasks were imposed on the individual
C.I. Sections with'a view to their further elaboration and con-
cretisation. This is the most important part of the ework which
remained to be done by the Sections, and which has not yet
been done. But this work must be done. The Political Secretariat
of the E.C.C.I thinks that the Sections must be emphatically
temmded oi thxs dutv

Thls is. not a mattcr only for the Party executive. The
whole Party, all its organisations and members are to be drawn
into the discussion and elaboration of the decisions of the E.C.C.L.
Plenum. Every Party organ and every nucleus is to participate
in the examination and concretisation of these tasks. There must
be healthy comradely seli-criticism regarding Party work with
the object of improving it.

Without such broad collectwe working out of the questlons
fin the Party, the result which the Plenum of the E.C.C.L. set
itself, cannot be attained. It goes without saying that the
deading Party organs must guide, organise and control this col«
lective consideration of the questions, distribute the necessary
material which is to serve as a basis for the discussiou, issue
political ‘instructions, in order to help the lower organisations to
deal with the questxons correctly, etc. Nothing sensible can be
achieved if things are left to look after themselves,

It part of what T have mentioned here has ali‘eady been

carried out by this or that Section, all the -better, But what
has been left ‘undone must be done immediately. Comrades,
see to this evervwhere with true Bolshevik energy! The result
of the XI. Plenum must not be allowed to go past our Parties

without leaving- a deeper impression.

SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION
,lN THE SOVIET UNION

The New Socnal Life in the U. S, S. R,
By S. Smidovich (Moscow).

The improvement and change which have taken place in the
social life of the workers, follow new socialist lines, and are
closely connected with the entire socialist construction which
is proceeding in our country at a hitherto unknown rate
throughout the world under the leadership of the Party and the
Soviet Government, and with the active participation:of millions
strong masses of: workers,

The colossal growth of our socialist sector — the sector of
the socialist big and heavy industry —, the collectivisation of
millions of peasant farms and the hqmdatnon of kulakdom as a
class on the basis of compact collectivisation, are radically
altering the whole life of our country, and are re-constructing
tt)he social life ‘'of the working class and peasant famlly on a new

asis.

To give a general idea.of the colossal growth of our social
fndustry and agriculture, we will take a few figures. Already in

1929—30 the volume of the yearly production of the factories’

and works in the U.S.S.R. showed a more than twofold in<
crease compared’ with the pre-war production. In 1931, the
yeatly output will show already a threefold increase compared
with the pre-war output. In connection with this rapid growth
of industry, not only has unemployment disappeared and the
numerical stréngth of the working class been raised from
2,400,000 to 6,359,000, but we even experience a great shortage
of labour power.

Now when the colossal growth of the socialist sector of our
industry which has in its hands all the levers of the national
economy, entitles us to assert that we have already entered the
penod of socialistn, we are drawing into the national economy

in this, the third, decisive year of the Five Year Plan up to

1,600,000 women, In view of the enormous growth' of the whole
Socialist economy, the inclusion of such a number of women is
of colossal significance for the radical reorganisation of the

- social life of ‘the working class ‘and peasant: family on socialist -

lines.

- PR——

In connection with this very important fact, our <class
enemies and some bourgeois savants and wnters indulge in
infamous lies and slanders regarding women's emancipation ia
the Soviet Union, alleging that forced labour is applied here,
They pretend to believe in the Soviets’ determination to put an
end to family life, and that the 1,600,000 women who are being

drawn into the process of production will become slaves of the

Soviet Five Year Plan. There is here clearly some misunder=
standing. The Ministry of Labour of bourgeois Great Britain
has issued an order that highly skilled women workers, thrown
out of work thanks to the bourgeoisie, be compelled to accept
employment as domestic helps otherwise they are deprived of
unemployment benefit. This is a characteristic example of com=
pulsary labour against which even the female social- democratlc
masses are protesting.

Working women in the Soviet Union can authoritively state

that to their great delight the Soviet Government, from the very
first days of the October Revolution, freed them from all the
coercive laws which degrade and enslave women,
labour for -the. benefit of capitalists, .and does. everytlung for
their final emancmatlon from household - druggery.

~ We have left no stone unturned — in the true sense of
this term — with regard to the infamous laws which establisl .
sex inequality: the divorce law with its concomitant disgusting -

formalities, the illegitimacy of children born out of wedlock;

the hunt for their fathers etc.,, laws relics of which are to be' -

found in all the civilised countries, be it said to the evers
lasting shame of the bourgeoisie and capitalism. We have

every right to be proud of what we have done in this domlaim

Here, in the U.S.S.R. the Soviet power has done for
womel's emancipation more. to quote comrade Lenin, than has
been done in 130 years by the advanced, enlightened demo-
cratic republics throughout the world taken together. The main
thing with regard to women’s emancipation, is the abolition of
private ownership of land, factories and works. This opens the
way to the complete and real emancipation of women, to their
emancipation from household drudgery, by going over from in«
dividual households on a small scale to socialised households’
on a large scale.
now in our country, and the participation of millions of women
in it, place women's emancipation on a sound basis. Never, and
in no country in the world, have working women been as free
as in the Soviet. Union,

In bourgeois countries only bourgeois women can exercise

their rights, to vote and to be elected to the legislative organ,
because working women are either deprived of these rights, o
cannot exercise them owing .to the social conditions. They are
enslaved not only by the state and capitalism, but also by the
hard family conditions.-

With us, on the other hand, hundres of thousands of women .

are drawn into the administrative organs of the country, and
into " all 'sorts of social organisations. The proletarian state
guarantees them- the possibility of doing justice to their civic
and social functions. - In most factories and works women’s.

working participation in the recent Soviet Election Campaigns.
One -quarter of the Soviet Deputies .

amounted to 100 per cent.
are women. In many provinces and republics working women
are in the supreme organs of the Soviet Power. The 6th Cona
gress of the U.S. S. R. Soviets was attended by 321 women dele«

gates, which constitutes over 20 % of the total number of dele« -

gates. Many women delegates, Soviet deputies, work in pers’

fect equality with men in any Soviet, Party and Trade Union °

organ. This is no longer unusual, and only attracts the atten-
tion of foreign visitors.

Now, when thousands of unemploy-ed women are thrown
into the streets in the capitalists countries, together with their.
starving children, working women in our country are drawn i
their thousands, together with the men, into the process of
production, are made participants in the carrying through of
the great plan of socialist counstruction. It is now that we
witness the complete fulfilment of Lenin’s words: The work

of the Soviet Pover will be completed when millions and‘ -
_millions of working women will participate in it.

}, We can record enormous successes with rcgard to women I
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inclision into the process of production. The recrnitment of girls
for the factory apprenticeship schools which prepare cadres
of highly skilled workers for the various branches of industry
-ud agriculture, amounts already to almost 4 of the total

imber of scholars. Adult wonien workers are drawn into the
origades for acauiring technical skill, which is now one of our
main tasks. It is high time to pay more atention to technique,
says comrade Stalin.” The Bolsheviki must master technique. It
#s high time for them to become experts themselves. In the
reconstruction period technique is the decisive factor. Women
workers ‘are drawn into the carrying through of this central
task in_the given period. '

A

Thousands: of women -are also raising their qualification by
attending various courses and circles. There is also already a
considerable number of women workers in the factories and
works employed in the capacity of engineers. Their number will
grow from year to year, for our higher technical institutions
have among their students a considerable number of working

. women.

Women workers do not lag behind their class-consious male
- §ellow’ workers: with regard to the labour enthusiasm with
which they carry through the industrial and financial plan of
#heir enterprise. They struggle for greater productivity of
Babour, and against everything that interferes with the work of
socialist construction. They look upon labour from the new, the
socialist point of view, they raise it to the highest level by
participating in socialist. competition and in the shock brigades
together with the whole working class. More than hali of the
awomen workers belonging to the metal, textile, chemical eic.
wiorkers unions participate in the socialist competition.

In answer to the attack of the class enemy, the women
wvorkers of our Soviet country organise more and more shock
brigades, undertake more arduous tasks, join the ranks of the
C.P.S.U. Hardly any special workers’ meeting passes without
sscores of women shock brigade members receving premiums
for the largest output, with new scores of women workers
joining the ranks of the CP.S.U. In the ,Sickle and Hammer"”
_%~ctory in Moscow 2000 women shock brigade members have

eived premiums for examplary work. In our glorious Red
' ,arekhgorka® (cotton mills) the women workers, by their
fabour enthusiasm, have guaranteed that the industrial and
financial plan will not only be carried out but exceeded. They
brought forward at the production conference valuable pro-
posals which mean a saving of 500 000 rbls every month.

Some of the older women workers who have already been
pensioned off, ask to be allowed to work again at the bench, so
as to devote the rest of their strength to the work of socialist
construction.

Working men’s and housewives are also very active, they
do what they can to increase production, and carry on social
avork: They organise children’s and other social justitutions. In
the Tagil Works, 200 working men’s wives organised themsel:
wes -into shock brigades for the iron and coal campaign. In
answer to the sabotage in the food industry, the wives of the
workers in the Bakal Mines organised a brigade which managed
o increase the output of coal in a short time to such an extent
fthat the industrial and financial plan was carried out to the full,
and on the Dnieprostroi the women shock brigaders did the
concrete-laying at such a rapid.rate that they outdid all the
tnen’s brigades.

‘1t is the socialist attitude to labour which gives a new and
special imprint to the social life of the workers in the U.S.S.R.
Labour, from being a discreditable and heavy burden, as it was
considered in the past, says Comrade Stalin, the General Secra-
tary of our Party. is becoming an honourable, glorious and
heroic achievement. Over two million workers have taken up
‘this new attitude to labour which radically changes the whole
aspect of the socialist factories and works, the aspect of the men
and women workers themselves and their customs and.habits,
{ransforming them into new beings — the creators of socialisn.

Only the masters of the country who work for their own

~*-eg.and not for capitalist exploiters, can live and work thus.
ks s does not and cannot exist under “capitalism. Our con-
wruction goes on at an unprecedented rate. Three and a half
smonths before the fixed date, the Stalingrad Tractor Works was
completed. On the Turkestan-Siberian Railway,

'

~

- getting

“harvesting campaign. .
“womei has become an indispensible part of the whole agricul-

the " shock

brigaders exceeded American rates of railroad construction, and
the Turksib was constructed before the fixed date.

We witnqss importa'nt phsycological changes not only among
the workers in connection with the growth of our socialist in-

dus_try. Thgre. is -also: considerable labour enthusiasm in our
socialist agriculture among- the peasants — men and women .
alike — in the Soviet and collective farms. At a meeting in

the soviet farm ,,Gigant”, 200 farm labourer’s wives declared:

»We do not want to lag behind our husbands, we want to
participate in the socialist construction and put up a fight for
the soviet farm five year plan. We ask {o be included into
the process of production.”

Now, when the decision of the Party and Government re
collectivisation in 1931 is already carried out, when by the
10th of May 50,4 % poor and middle peasant farms where
already collectivised throughout the Soviet Union, and compact
collectivisation has taken place in North Caucasus, part of the
Ukrainia, and on the middle and lower Volga, one can say that

-a great victory has been won at the front of the construction of

the new social life and the new man — the builder of socialism.

A decisive change has taken place among the peasant
masses. The peasants are veering round towards socialism.
From being small owners they are becoming members of collec-
tive farms.
Council of Peoples Commissars, says on this subject: Although
rid of age long traditions and habits of small
landownership is a slow process, our peasants who are now
members of collective farms are not what they were before.
Out of these members of collective farms a new socialist type
is being created, and they will: never go back to the former,
miserable petty-bourgeois life; they are eager for socialism.

The collective farm movement in the U.S.S.R. is a real
mass movement, which is developing at an ever increasing rate,
The mass of the poor and middle peasants have ‘realised the
advantages of collective farming. Tens of millions of peasants
have joined the collective farms. This gives the lie to all the
legends of our class enemies about compulsory collectivisation
in the U.S.S.R. and to all the silly talk on this subiect. Socialism
cannot be built up by compulsion. This is such a simple truth
that one need not be particularly clever to understand it.

It is only on -a collective farm that peasant -women can
truly proiit by all the great gains of the October Revolution,
and become men’s equals in every respect. This is what one of
;hem said at the congress of women members of collective
arms:

/ ,There was much ridicule on the part of the kulaks, but
this did not prevent us building our new life. When we madée
a start by organising eight farms for joint tilling of the land,
they laughed at us and said that nothing would come out of
our effort, but when good ploughing and manuring resulted in
an excellent harvest, the whole district was full of it. Sixteen
more farms organised themselves on a collective basis in
1929, and in 1930 our collective farm ,Noviye Vshodi' (New
Shoots) had already 200 farms.* ‘

LI was as poor as poor can be when I joined the collective
farm, and now I am shoed and clothed, we live and work
harmoniously, and do not listen to the kulaks and their
friends®, 'said another woman member of the collective farm,

During the grain storing campaign the women of the collecs
tive and even oi the individual farms organise women’s red

‘trains of waggons with hundreds and hundreds of thousands of

hundredweights of grain for the State.

The women in the collective farms participate in all the
agricultural campaigns, and in all the branches of the agricultural
industry. They are drawn into poultry and stock raising,-
vegetable growing and into the spring sowing and autumn
The labour of the collectivised peasant

tural industry. Collective labour has an enormous influence on

“the collectivised women themselves. The machinery and tractor

stations which are of enormous importance to collective farming,

‘play their special role. in the organisation of woman Jabour.

This is what Comrade Molotov, the Chairman of the =
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Women tractor drivers are no longer an exception. They also
manipulate other agricultural machines. = The di_vision ‘§inc
between the urban and rural female proletariat is disappearing,
a thing utterly impossible under capitalism.

~The an‘tagonism between industry and agriculture,” said

Comrade Lenin, ,far from being removed by capitalism, is

being more and more expanded and sharpened by it. With
us transition frem farming on a small scale to Socialist iarming
on a large scale opens the way to the complete disappearance
of ‘the antagonisms between town and country.”

Créches, nursery schools, public kitchens are now also at
the disposal of the collectivised peasant women. Their active
participation in Socialist construction and organised labour takes
the place of the unorganised labour of the housewife who spends
her live in deing, according to Lenin, the meanest, most
disagreeable. and hard and soul kiling work which can be
sununed up as hotsehold drudgery in a small househo}d.. H we
are to ‘believe bourgeois savants and writers, these services to
the family represent .women's etsancipation”. Women in the
Soviet Union think differently on this subiect, and the collec-
tivised peasant women welcome their emancipation from this
tiring and thavkless labour. .

But does this mean that the workisg and peasant women
whose children have the privilege of being brought up in the

chikdren's institutions, are deprived of the delights of mother-

Wood, as asserted by the bourgeoisie? Just the contrary is the
case. Public ‘bringing up of children enables their mothers to
take an unalloyed joy in their children and to care for them.
Are not children frequently slapped and knocked about in the
individual honseholds by their mothers who feel tired and out
of sorts from the hard work in kitchen and washhouse? Children
who at least for part of the time are brought up from early
childhood in well organised children’s institutions,
uader Soviet conditions happy, active and well behaved, and get
from their mothers who work in the facteries and on collective
farms real love and care. This is the enormous privilege of our
Soviet Kiddies, the children of women werkers and employees,
peasant women in the Soviet and collective farms, provided we
can make satisfactory arrangements with regard to créches
and nursery schools.

That is why working and peasant women are so eager to
work for the establishment of children’s institutions. They build
up with their own hands these hearths of the new social life,
ensuring hereby their own happiness and hat of their childreu.

And what about public fceding? Let the bourgeoisie extoll
in every possible way the importance of well organised home
feeding, reguired for the strengthening of its hearth and home.
The Kaiser's three Ks — Kirche, Kinder, Kiiche — (Church,
children. kitchen) have bcen since times immemorial the three
pillars of the society which rests on private ownership and
oppression of the toilers. In that world, dinners cooked at home
by a skilted man. or woman cook cement the foundations of
bourgeois exploitation and hypocrisy. You can hear something
about this from the woman cook who has got rid of bourgeois
exploitation and has already learned in the U.S.S.R to govern
her own State, i. e. the woman toiler of the US.S.R. Since she
has thrown eff the yoke of the bourgeois order, she has beeu
taking part from the very first days of the revolution in the
organisation of public feeding, because this must free her —
auwd is already doing so — from soul kiting household drudgery,
including cooking. The working women of the whole world
gladly associate themselves with the above mentioned des-
cription of housework given by Comrade Lenin.

The Soviet Power has already done much for the devel-
opment of public feeding. Millions of teilers are looked after in
this respect through the big public kitchens and smaller
restaurants. Since 1927, big public kitchens are being set up in
the industrial centers. But we admit that what has been done is
not enough, and the XV. Congress of our Party made it incum-
bent on the trade unions to bring about a more rapid development
of the network of restaurants and big public kitcheus, dnd also to
cheapening of public feeding. Wherever the  working women
themselves take over control over public feeding, we have
alveady considerable achicvements. Special mention deserves
alser the. great and: rather tedious.work..dene by workingmen's

grow up.

wives and housewives in general for the organisation  of ‘public
feeding i the hotise associations. Much is  also:ddné: for the
organisation ‘of children’s. feeding centers. Many of them are
already patronised by the mothers whose children are fed there

The fact that everything is done to raise the cultural leve.
of the workers of the whole Soviet Union, especially of those in
the Easern regions and republics, has an influence on the change
and reorganisation which are taking place in our social life.
Millions of workers and peasants benefit by the cultural and
educational work in the clubs, centers for the liguidation of
illiteracy and village reading rooms. The trade unions carry om
politico-educational work, chiefly, through the clubs and red
corniers. We have throughout the U.S.S.R. up to 4000 clubs with
1260 000 members, and about 40000 Red Corners. :

In the Bastern Republics and Regions, wherever women
cannot visit the general clubs owing to the old customs and
habits in these parts, special women’s clubs are set up. In these
ctubs, the most backward women, still wearing the Purdaly,
raise their cultural level. Such women’s clibs are schools of
Communism for the women of the East. They re-educate them
and convert them into active fighters for the Soviet social order.
Créches. children’s playgrounds and medical consultation rooms
are attached to these women's clubs.  Our Party Congress
adopted a decision regarding compulsory education and a further
liowidation of Hliteracy. At presemt, we have not a single chib,
Red Corner and School where women are not endeavouring
to put an end to this old legacy, and some of our Fastern Re<
publics can already boast of having made their whole population
:itirate. This brings a radical change into the social kfe of the
oilers.

We spend hundreds of millions of roubles for housing
accommodation for the workers. This plays of course an im-
portant rble with regard to improving and changing- the social
life of the workers, because the new houses make provision for
the cultural and social requirements of the workers, they are
being equipped to an ever growing extent with restaurauts,
clubs, créches, laundries, etc.

The world of budding Socialism is set against the capitali-*
world, gud the victory of our Socialist economic and politi
system is becoming more and more evident.

Despite the machinations of the class enemy who, having
lost ground within the country, places his last hope on inter-
vention, we are laying the foundation of Socialism in the third
decisive yvear of the Five Year Plan. Our whole social life is
permeated with labour enihusiasm. We are now in the midst
of the decisive year for the carrying through of the Five Year
Plan in four years. Under the leadership of our C.P.S.U. which
does not swerve from the correct general line, and fights on
two ironts, with Left and Right opportunists alike, we shall not
only complete the foundation of socialism, but will fully establish
it in the following five vears. There isn’t a power which could
prevent this. We are the country of peaceful Socialist labour.
The Soviet Power carried on consistently a peace policy,
because making general peace secure is not only in the interest
of the workers and toilers of our country, but also in the
interest of those of all the other countries. But we also know
how to defend the frontiers of the Soviet Country, in the event
of our enemies carrying out their intervention plans.

The collossal development of our Socialist National Economy
creates a sound foundation for the new social order. This
foundation is the handiwork of working men and women under
the leadership of the Leninist Bolshevik Party. The time is not
far distant when the new social life will be in full bloom in our
country.

»Pravda® Tops the Two Million Mark.

The circulation of the “Prawda”, the central organ of .the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, is rapidly increasing.
Oun the 5th May thie circulation was 1,613,000, The circulation
has been very much increased by the printing of special editions
in Leningrad, Kharkov, Sverdlovsk. Tiilis. and Baku. On ,
5th July the circulation was 2,400,000 copies. This was the day,
on which Comrade Stalin's speech to the Conference of Soviet
Economists and Indusirial Leaders .was published.. ... ..« ison
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1he Vienna Congress of the Social Fascists.

By V. Knorin.

The Congress of the 1L Internatronal will take place at the
end of July in Vienna.

. The entire international socral democracy, which represents
the main social support of the bourgeoisie, attributes extraordi-
narily great importance to this congress. The revolutionary
crisis which is rapidly maturing in a number of countries and the
rapid growth of the revolutionary upsurge shake. even the
strongest social democratic parties. In Germany, Poland, Austria,

“in Czechoslovakia the social democratic periphery is visibly be-
coming narrower, and the process of individual and mass going
over -of the social democratic workers into the camp of Com-
munism is‘increasing. The corrupted leaders of social democracy
know that the development of this process may very aquicklv
lead to social democracy becoming unable to successfully fulfil
its- réle as the main social support of the bourgeoisie. Therefore,
the most important tasks of the Vienna Congress of the I Inter-
national will consist in working out tactics to stop the exodus of
the masses from the ranks of secial democracy and saving the
decaying and moribund capitalism from the approaching prole-
farian revolution.

There will: be no workers at the Vienna Congress.

Only selected social fascists, former and future ministers of
the bourgeoisie, mendacious parliamentary job-hunters, licutnants
of the bourgeoxsre. and the biggest strikebreakers who call them-
selves trade union leaders will meet there. There will be no real,
anticapitalist proletarlan opposition even though this one or that
one may play at “opposition”,

But at this Congress the dissension between the. social fascist
leaders and those workers who still find themselves in the ranks
( he social fascist parties only because they have not yet suffi-

Aly understood the nature of present-day social democracy
will become all the clearer. They joined social democracy under
the supposition that they entered a Marxist workers’ party; in
the years of stabilisation and prosperity they saw that the trade
unions had achieved a certain improvement in the condition of
the workers at the expense of the growing surplus profits of
capital and believed in the theory of “constructive socialisim™ as
well as “organised capitalism”. They did not observe that social
democracy had become a party of the labour aristocracy. bribed
in a number of countries by means of colonial surplus profits and
in other countries with crumbs from the table of the bourgeoisie,
for their participation in the government and for saving the bour-
geoisie from the proletarian revolution. Despite the wvrepon-
derance of the petty-bourgeois and corrupted bourgeois elements
#n the social democratic parties and the growing fascist dege~
neration of the leaders, such workers adhered to social demo-
eracy up til! now because they regarded it as the representative
-of their material interests.

Under the present conditions of terrible unemployment, want
and misery of the masses, these sections of the social democratic
workers not only lose hope for an improvement in their well
being, but they themselves feel the weight of the crisis and ,begin
1o understand their error. Their revolutlonary consciousness is
-awakening within them. An expression of the process of “dis-
dllusionment” of these sections of the workers is shown by the
ferment in a number of social democratic parties which is becom-
ing a deadly menace for social democracy as well as for the
capitalist system as-a whole. Therefore, “left” manoeuvres of
i . the social democratic leaders now became necessary in order to

‘hinder the awakening of the Socialist class-consciousness-of these
workers and so as not to lose their influence over them. There-
fore, the organisers of the Vienna Congress had to place a num-
ber of questions on the agenda which are at present agitating the
workers. But they have placed these questions in such sequernce
as {or-avoid drawing Marxist conclusions and so as to make it
B = difficult for the workers who are not skilled in political
z .inations to find an answer to these questions.

They have already made use of these machinations in the
-preparations for the Congress by not putting on-the agenda the
most important question of the day for ‘the massés-—the question

- of the H. Internafional nevertheless admit openly that one

of the U.S.S.R., which will be the chief question in the whole dis~
cussion. The very existence of the U.S.S.R. shows the tremen-
dous advantages of the secialist system and along with the eco-
nomic crisis it has become the main cause of the growing awa-
kening of class-conscieusness of the workers and the increasing
crisis of social democracy. The successes of the U.S.S.R. occupy
the centre of public attentio of the whole world; Communism
and the revolutionary struggle of the Communist.Party occupy
the centre of attention of the masses of workers. Under these
circumstances, social democracy cannot maintain its former do-
mination of the public opinion of the working class even in those
countries where the Communist Parties are still numeri aily
weak.

The Socialist Five Year Plan and-ihe increasing .advance
of the U.S.S.R. agitate for Communism while unemployment,
want, the lowering of the standard of living and the growth of
fascism agitate against social democracy. This contrast of two
results places before the masses the question of the two methods:
It offers an annihilating criticism to the methods of social demno-
cracy and emphasis the “Russian”, that is, the Bolshevist
method, which has given the toilers real democracy and freedom.
This contrast of two results fully reveals the swindle oi the
leaders of the II. International, the bankruptcy of the theory of
“constructive Socialism”—that is why its fathers foster such
furious hatred against the U.S.S.R., that is why they thoroughly
conceal the success of Socialism in the US.S.R. and now pro-
claim Communism as capitalism. Where this is fruitless 1hey try
to frighten the masses with the “dangers and.difficulties” which
are still before the U.S.S.R., and thereby to prove the “inappli-
%bxlrty;’ of the .Russian” method for their countries (Oito
auer

The “trickery” of the leadership of the II. International in
drawing up the agenda of the Congress has expressed itself fur-
ther by beginning the Congress -for demagogic purpose with the
guestion of the struggle for disarmament and against the war
danger. By this means, the leadership wants to gloss over the
revelations of the Moscow trial against the Mensheviks which
proved that the social democrats prepare intervention against the

U.S.S.R. and create the impression among the working masses

that social democracy fights for disarmament and peace, thereby
lulling the vigilance of the working masses to sleep. In reality
the “pacifism” of social democracy is the “paciiism” of robbers

‘and exploiters who want to maintain their rule over the oppres-

sed masses and secure the subjection of the weak states under
the big military powers. In as much as the Vienna Congress
separates the war question from the question of the crisis and
from the question of the situation and struggle of the working

‘class, in as much as it turns this question into an affair of the

imperialist governments, it comverts itself into a preparatory
commission of the Disarmament Commission of the League of
Nations,

The only difference consists in the fact that the Vienna Con-
gress will take place behind more tightly closed doors than the
commission, that no delegation from the US.S.R. will be present
—hence, no proposals will be made for real disarmament. Also
the inner relations between the imperialist robbers will not be
disclosed there.

The chief European problem, the growing crisis of the Verae
sailles system, will here be discussed from the standpoint of the
possibility of an agréeement between the fighting imperialist
cligues so that the Versailles burden can be shifted on te the
shoulders of the toiling masses to a greater extent than hereto-
fore so that the victors and the vanguished will be joined in a
united front of battle against the US.S.R. The authors of the
war programme and the builders of the armoured cruisers from
the German social democracy, the authors of military laws and
the champions of the necessity of increased “defencive capacity”
(read: rmperralrst expansions) of France and the representative
of the “War Ministry” (read: war wreparation) of the British
Labour Government will here-be abke to negotiate undisturbed
for the interests of the “defence” of their countries and form a
front against the proposals which would guarantee peace—
agamst the proposals of the US.S.R; Here they will try to

“solve” the contradictions of the Versailles System at the
expense of the U.S.S.R.

There is no doubt that as a result of these “discussions” the
war strength of the imperialists will really increase. The leader;
S

arm for protection agaist the US.SR.” (even F. Adler). Now
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even the “left” Otto Bauer cannot hide his interventionist
talons. At the Vienna Conference of the social democratic

youth he already stated openly that the U.S.S.R. does not develop
its heavy industry in order to secure its economic mdependence
and to increase Socialist productlon, but rather for “war con=
siderations”. And this insolent lie is only calculated to justify
more cleverly than the others the Vienna anti-Soviet plot. In
this way the most important task of the Vienna Congress will
be the discussion on the first point of the agenda with anti-war,
in reality, anti-Soviet, speeches’ whxch will attempt to restore
the confidence in social delTll()Cl'ith “pacifism” which was lost
during the -trial of the Mensheviks,

. (To be concluded.)

OHR MARTYRS

Comradé Tsiang Tchu-~fa. |

The General Secretary of the Communist Party of China,
Comrade Tsiang Tchu-fa, who was murdered on the 23rd June
by the Kuomintang authorities with the direct co-operation of the
foreign powers in Shanghai, was a proletarian by origin. For
ten years he went through the hard school of illegality and civil
war. Tsiang became a revolutionary when he was an apprentice
in the Arsenal in Hanvang. His class-consiousness grew and
consolidated throughout the ten ycars during which he sarnsd his
{iving as a seaman.

In 1922 he led a strike of seamen in Hongkong, He became
chairman of the Seamen’s Union and a member of the Executive
Committee of the Handeting Union in which capacity he repre-
sented the union in the Trades and Labour Council in Hupeh. In
1922 he joined the Communist Party. In 1923 when General
Wu Pei-fu crushed the strike of the railwaymien on the Peking-
Hankow railway by indiscriminately massacring the strikers,
Comrade Tsiang succeeded in organising powerful protest strikes
and tremendous protest demonstrations in Hankow. During a
period of the strictest illegality he was the secretary of the Com-
munist Party district committee in Hupeh until 1926,

In 1926 after the victory of the Canton drive azaiust the
North, he working class movement in Central China came out
into the open, and Comrade Tsiang became the chairman of the
Province Trades and Labour Council in Wuhan. He fought not
only against the reaction, but also against the opportunists in the
Communist Party who sought to secure the disarming of the
workers. At the Sixth Congress of the Communist Party of
‘China he was elected secretary of the Party and gemained so
from 1926 until his arrest and execution.

) Comrade Tsiang took an active part in the international
‘meetings and conferences, including the Fourth congress of the
Red International of Labour Unions. At the Sixth Congress of
the Communist International he was elected a member of the
Executive Committee. He was a fine revolutionary fighter and
communist. He is dead, but his work lives and goes on. Hundreds
of thousands will rise in his stead to fight for the final victory of
the Chinese revolution, Honour his memory!

OBITUARY

Comrade Jean Winterich.

By W. Keller (Berlin).

The German and the international proletariat have lost one
of their best members. Comrade Jean Winterich died in hospital
in Berlin on the 20th June. Comrade Winterich was a member
of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the German
Communist Party and a communist member of the Prussian Diet
tu which he represented constituency No.20 (Cologne-Aachen)s

Jean Winterich was born in a little village in the Rhine«<
land near Trier in 1886 as the son of a poor peasant. He grew
up amidst privation and misery. Very soon he came into contact
with the industrial proletariat. In 1908 he joined the German
Metal Workers Union, and in the following year he joined the
Social Democratic Party. When the S.P.D. split in 1917 he went
with the Independent Social Democratic Party and was later en+
one of the most active leaders of the Independent Social Demo=
cratic Party in Cologne and succeeded in taking the Cologne
organisation solidly with him to the Communist Party. He was
closely connected with the factory workers and for years he
was their leader in the Rhineland.

Comrade Winterich belonged to the left-wing of the party._ .

and at the Party Congress in Frankfort on Main 1924 he was
elected for the first time into the Central Committee of the
Party. In the Ruth Fischer-Maslow period his close relations with
the workers in the factories prevented him from making j
sectarian petty-bourgeois errors of this group.

Since March 1924 Comrade Winterich was the political
leader of the Central Rhineland district and in this capacity he
performed a tremendous amount of valuable work. Under his
leadership the Party made important progress in the Rhineland
against the influence of the Social Democratic Party, particule
arly in Cologne, in Aachen and in the Worms mining area.

Following on the Wedding Congress of the Communist Party,
Comrade Winterich became a member of the Political Bureau
in which capacity he again proved his bolshevist steadfastness
and hardness and his persistent energy and devotion to the cause -
of the proletariat. And then the sickness which finally brought .
his revolutionary career to an end began to make itsalf felt.
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He was sent to Western Saxony as the political leader of that <

district and he carried on his work in an heroic struggle against
his failing physical powers.

He was present at many international conferences and cons

proletariat assisted in furthering the revolutionary movement ot
an international scale.

Comrade Jean Winterich is now dead, but his struggle is
being continued. The German and the international proletaria !

stand with lowered flags at the grave of an exemplary bolshevik.
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-gresses, and his unwavering clarity in all the struggle of the ..



