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The Ratification ofthe Kellogg Agreement
and the Communist Parties.

By Walter Stoecker (Berlin).

Ater lengthy and heated Jdiscussions, tie United States
Seaate ratiticd iha Kellors Arrcement for “outlawing war”
whereupon, in futl appreciation or the valuz of the s1:l agra-
ment, it procecdad to the discussicn of the tramenioas pro-
vramm: of naval armamoms wiich oo anpsty the Yas
amperialisis with Bfieen mow aniar g consers B ol
in the S:pate turned upon the qu2astion wheiher e nireeiom
was to be ratifiad with or without h2 pardenlar ro.zrviiiom
of the “right of defence” and explicit adherence ta the Moaroe
Doctrine. Kalloge declared that such reservaiions were not
necessary. seeing that the agreemaut in no way inbnnuead on
these natural rights of the United States. Neveriheless, the Se-
aate pass:d a series of reservations. while not auaching im-
portance to ma“ing them expressly known 1o the other Puwers,

Thus the Yankee imperialists. who have at all times atiai-
ned their predsiory aims by means of wars and mili‘ary onpros-
sion. have now hypocritically “outlawed” war. During the next
few weeks this mandacious comedy will be continurl by the
ratification of the said agreement by all Parliament: i the
qapitalist couniries.

a

n

It is cbvicus that the Communist fractions in the mdivi-
dual Parliaments will in all cases take the opportunity of se-
ve ¢lv Zenmuncing the cdious and hypocritical manatvres ol
the imperialist Governmen s and will reject the whole faise and
dichienest Killogg agreement. That the "Il Agecement =
nodiarr bt an i cus Torer ob camn i RS T R NS A
list peitcy of war 3 anannosi 0 ovivw ol s WL
diza,moament suzreestions made by the Soviet Union and o)
enormous armameanis effecied by all the copoadist Governmon®
in preparation ior the next passage ol armas and the realisaiion
of th.r dmyyorinhist aim.,

Quite arart frem che fact that the wortor of the Kellozo
Acreemeni by no moans exciudes all warin; yne hishiy ot
rac.eti=iic reservations were made by the copinaiisg Governr
prior to signinr it

All the Governments, and the Gzrman Goivcrusient in b
cutar, most emphaiically declared that the agzrezmeast notar o
in no oway impaired the recht oof so-called nriianal e
Wih b exoress consont ef Keliore, il s
resrved o chemselves the richt to docide al

th.

£,

sobvicly for thooo Y

Ty
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selves whether they would go over to a so-called military “de-
fence”. Seeing, however, that hitherto all the predatory wars
of the imperialists have been styled “wars of defence” and car-
ried out as such, it is obvious that by this reservation all the
capitalist Powers sccure the right to wage war, so that the
entire agreemeqnt is invalidated as regards its so-called “gua-
rantee ol peace”. ' ’

T'he second reservation made by all the Powers lies in the
eapress suspension of the agreement as soon as it is violated
by another Power. He who knows how easily such violaiions
can be construed at times cf imperialist conflicts, will recognise
tre true character of this reservation, which likewise opens the
door wide to all imperialist plans of war.

In addition to these, a number of States madzs an express
point of registering special reservations; thus Great Britain
and France required exemption lor all war-obligations which
mizht arise out of the League of Nations or the Locarno
agreement.

British imperialisiu, indeed, went to the length of setting
up a new Empire Docirine in opposition to the Monrce Doc-
trine of the United States -imperialists, declaring that accession
to the Kelloge Agreement should not impiy any infringement
of British rights (even zuch ol a warlike nature) in cortan
recsions of the world, “the inviolability of wiluch was particu-
larly or;vilally essenital lor the peace and securiiy of the Bri-
sl Lmpire”, -

D:plomsalitally, the Kellnrr Agreemsnt i3 a w2apon of
United “States imperialism against the wmperialism ol Great
Britain' and ot the League ol Nations which the latter controls,
and an atiempt to transfer the foreign-political bias more than
nitherio, to the United States and to gain for the imperia-
itsm " of' “he United States the dominating role in po itical
an 1 military matters in Europe in addition to its financial and
economic supremacy. Hence the British and French sabolage
of the Kellogg agreement and on the other hand the ready
accession thereto of the German Government. The most em-
phatic answer to {he suggested agreement was given by the
British Governmend; in its subsequent conclusion ot the military
and naval agreemént with Prance. It is well known how this
Franco-British military agreement, which is directed aTainst
Lotk the United Slates and the Soviet Union, has aggravated
the present international situation.’

A further great dancer afforded by the Kellogg Agreement
to the working class lies in its tendency against the Socialist
Siate of Workers and Peasants, the Soviet Union, which was
significantly enough from the beginning excluded from the en-
tire initiatory and preparalory negotiations, adied to which
the British imperialists expressly demanded the exclusion of the
Soviet Union lln"om participation. 1t the British bourgaoisie failed
in this point, it was only owing to the great differencas bat-
acen the United States' and Great Britain. In his well-known
nress-interview on the Kellogg Agreement in August last, Chi-
ckerin very rightly declared:

“ll 15 abundanily proved that the Kellogg Agreem=nt
is an integrating part of the war-preparations agzainst the
Soviet Union.”

That the Soviet Government had been the first to ‘ratity
the Kellogg Agreement, was a correct and clever s‘ep in the
peace-policy of the Soviet Union, the only State in the world
honestly. working for peace, It was a necessary step to coun-
‘eract the mgre and more serious war-preparations of Great
Uritain and France against the workers’ and peasants’ State.
And it was equally right that the Soviet diplomats should have
made use.of the Kellogs Agreement in their atiiiude towards
the intenSons of ‘Poland (a country backed by the bourgooisie
of Weslern Europe) and in their manifestation cf a true desire
ior peace. It is natural that the Soviet diplomals must do thair
utmost to frustrate the mounarchist war-preparations azainst the
Soviet Union which this very agreement serves to cloak.

It is for us to oppose the Kellogg Agreement as an im-
perialist manoeuvre inteaded to veil the war-preparations against
the Soviet Union and the imperialist armaments in genzial, a
manoeuvre at the same time directed by American impearialism
arainst the British Empire. In the capitalist countries the Com-
mtinists will therefore oppose the ratilication of the agreament
ud at the same time continue to wayge their fizht arainst the
bourgecisie and against imperialism witln 4ll possible vigour
and with the purpose of delinitely uirasking the hypocritical
comtedy of international peace. g :

POLITICS

The Xnsurrecctionary Movement in
' Spain.

By Vicente Arroyo (Paris),

_The revolt against the dictatorship of Primw de Rivera.
which only reccnty led to a pariial rcvo!t of the artillery ofii-
ce s, has caused fresh disturbances in Valencia. In coniection
which only recently led 1o a pa.tial revolt of the artillery ofii-
a number of b.g industrial towns, for instance in Valencia,
Aleoy, Caitagena, Burgos, Corunma, Merida, Bilbao, these di-
siuroances nuwan a decisive turil an the insurrectionary move-
mew. For the first time the organised force of the working
Ciss comes upon the scene in the insurrectionary movemend;
it is proceeding to seize the leadership in the tight against the
fascisi diciztorsnip, in Aleoy, even the giieral sirtke was pro-
cia mcd. Accord.ng do the meagre news wlhich has come throug i
regariing the zowal bapponings fn Spun, the cause of iae
presant strike movemant 15 1o be <oucit in the iwdgnaiion 3t
Wi w.romst stporession of the sirike witich was 1ireaienin:s
a few woeks ago in Bareclona, Bui ihere is no douin that e
broad strike movement is pursung fir-rcach.ng political aims:

According to reports irom bourgeois sources Frimo de
Rivera has already sha.ply intervened in Valencia, so that the
revolt in this town can alrealdy be regarded as seftled, The
fact, however, that this time broad sections of the working
class have inlervened in the dispuie beiween the rul.ng and the
rest of the sections of the bouigeoisie seems to iniicate thau
Frimo de Rivera will this time not so easily seitle the insur-
rectiopary movement. I'rimo de Rivera ani the governinent
have realised this danger, which is shown by the fact that
Primo de Rivera wishes to annihilate the insurrectionary mo-
vement by decreeing brutal excepiional iaws. He has set up a
spec:ak court.with powers of a military court and avolished the
last remmanis of the so-talled frcedom of the press. Further,
a deerce has been issved under which the “Union [atrintica’.

" the fascist organisation upon which I'rimo de Rivera relivs inr

support, takes over official police functions, A closs nciwork oi
spies has Dbeen spread out over the whhle covntry.

In less than two years six conspiracies have been prepared
against the dictatorship of I'rimo de Rivera. which conspiracies
for the grealer part, were discavered before they were ripe
ani collapsed shortly before or alter their cominenzement. This
series of conspiracies shows the discontent with {he present
regime and further shows that this diszontent is spreading to
even in the bourgeois camp, The ferment in the country is not
same time, howevcr, a prool that they wcre not based on a
real revolutionary p'an. :

The government of [rimo de Rivera was not supported
by the big industrial, agrarian and financial bourgeoisie, when
it came to power by a coup détut. lis policy of protecling the
big bourgeoisie, however, procured it the unconditional sup-
port of this class, and at the prescat time Primo de Rivera
has a social basis for his policy, which he formerly lacked.
Alonz with the consihdation of hs position there is revealed.
on {ie other hand, the contralictions which this policy causes
even in the bourgeois calp. The ferment in the country is not
resiricted to the workers, who are irightfully exploiled in the
interest of big capitzl and whose Ireedom of coalition and po-
litical activity are ctifled, but also comprises the middle strata
ani certzin sections of the manufacturing industrial portions
of the bureaucrucy, which after the establishment of the dic-
tatorship have been ousted from their former positions of power.
ani porlicns of the army.

But these opponents of the government have not orgamised
ihemsclves in a vnited fiont. The middle strata and the profes-
sional soldiers of the army do not wish to have anything to
do with the workers. They are merely aiming at a constitutio-
nal monarchy, or in the best case at a democratic Republic.
Therein lie the weakness of the Spanish insurrectionary mo-
vements ant the rewsons for the repeated failures of the plans
ol the Spanish “Censpirators”.

The last dcfeated movement, which was of a greater extent
than the previous ones. as imnortant poitions of the army and
navy, in agreement with some politicians of the old regime,
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are said to have participated in it, iikewise failed as a result
of this innner weakness of the revo.t. Amoag the weaknesses
of the last insurrect’onary movenicnt was also the circumsiance
fhat, as in the case of the couspiracy of San Juan and the
lsier movements, only the army was drawn in‘o it. ‘the leaders
of the conspiracy not only exciude the workers from the move-
ment but they actually fear their mtervention This fear is not
cnjustified. 1he officers kncw very weil that the masses of
Spanish workers will not remain pessive if power passes inio
e hands of the insurgent officers. 1hey know ihai the work.ng
masses fo.m the buk of the srmy and will not be satsiicd
with a “revo.ution” which in place of Primo de Kivera re-
establishes a monarchist government of the old regime. They
kiow that the masses wish to drive the revolution o the
Left. Theses officers fully rea.ise that the revolutionary working
dass of Spain, under the leadership cf the Comnwnist Fa:ly,
wil overthrow not only Primo de Rivera, but aiso the mo-
sarchy and the Spanish bourgeoisie i the comnditions are ripe
lor it.

The repeated defeats of the military conspiracies in Spain
proves the cor.eciness of the Communist stanipo'nt that a re-
vdlution is imposs.ble in Spain as long as it is not a pro-
letarian revolution organised anl led by the Comumunist Iarty,
a revolution which cannot be satisfied with a simp.e change
of government.

But in the preparation of this revolution the Communist
Party, as everywhere. encounters an enemy in the working
dass itself: the Socialist Tarty which has unrescrvedly placed
iself in the service of the dictatorship and the monarchy. Hun-
dreds of social deminciais are workiug in the pay of the go-
vernment iR numerous commitices andl organisations having fo
do with labour affairs, whereby the socia‘ist leaders mnintain
the closest collaboration with ihe diciatorship in order to nip
in the bud every revolt of the working class, The Spaiush
wocialists are endeavouring by all micans to paralise the tigh-
ting will of the workers, to retard their strike movements, to
prevent their developing and growing in'n a general strike with
revo.utionary aims. :

The insurvectionary mdvesvut is a0
jortance in view of the revait of the workers. The Conrnvnisi
Facty of Soam must ovst from their positons the sncialist be-
travers of the cause of the working class and organice and give
4 clear revolutionary aim to the discontent of the masses which
i« growing from day to day.

iy peareies g n-

The Civil War in Afghanistan.
o By F. Raskolnikov.

Afghanistan is a country with a considerable historical past.
Its smail connection with the economy of the world. its cen-
turies of artificial isolaiion, have preserved in Alghanistan quite
a pumber of amiquated forms ci fcudal rule. The remnants of
ledalism which may be found in abuniance in China, Inlia,
Pessia, and a number of other Eastern countries, have been
preserved in Afghanistan in their original undisturbed form.
The-entire economy- of the country is based on agriculture, in
which again feudal property is predominant. Enormous masses
of the population have not yet settled down to a reguiar tilling
of the s0il but carry on a nomadic pasturage, Fvery year at the
teginning of spring tens ani hunirelds of thousands of herds-
men wander with their flocks anl her:ds, their families, and their
entire scanty possessions to the blooming mouniain pastures
(encountering on the way all sorts of cbsfacles an ant iaire-
quemly warring against the setiled peasant population), O re-
turn in the autumn to the lower-lying winter cucampnients. In
the system of Afghan economy, the fcw and thinly populated
towns play no importani role. Despite the wealth of natural
treasure concealed in the mountains of the Hinlukush, wrning
is insufficiently developed, The industrial nutput, concenirated at
Kabul, is yet in its infancy.

This backwardness in the development oi nroductive iorces
determines the class structure of the roun‘ry. The overwhelniing
muajority of the population consists of prasan's (engaved in agri-
culture, pasturage, and cattle-breed'ng). The peasaniry lives in
the utmost poverty, is subjected to spoliaiion ani cocercion on
the part of the landowners, svfiers vnder the incomnelency of
the officials, and has to wrest from nature every hand's breadth
of tillable soil.

The political power lies in the hands of the landowners,
the so-calied “sirdars’. The ruiing class is connected with the
mass of peasant population only by means of the individual
links in the long feudal-bureaucratic chain.

Unter the conditions of this patriarchal manner ot living,
the heads of the clans and the e&ers represent the organised
authorities.

In conivadistinction to China, India, and Persia, where
there is a pionounced national bourgeoisie, theie is praiically
no middle-cinss at all in Afghanistan. Not only that there can
naiuruly be no question ot an industrial bourgeoisie, secing
that the few ex:sting factories are in the hands of the State --
evin the commercial bourgeoisie is still at an embryo stage.
‘Lhe enti.e foreign trade, which is mainly carried on via Iniia.
is (wi.h negiigible exceptions) in the hands ol Indian mecchtianis.
At the same time 1t 1s possible in Aizhanistan to observe the
interesting process of a dovitailing ol landed-property and com-
mercial capital. Many landowners invest their land-revcuues in
commercial entesprises and employ the profils gained thercby
in extending their landvd propeaty. While in [ersia the voice
of the bazaar excrcises a cons.daiible inlluence upon the policy
of {he Government, the small element of the Aighan commerc:al
bourgeoisie possesses tbsolutely no political significance,” 1he
small number of in.iustrial workers have not yet begun to feei
them:elves a special class and ace {hus altogether unorganiscd
They figure just as littie in the potitical arena as do tae arii-
sans who are dispersed al over the couniry.” The I<lamite
clergy, on the other hand, has long since grown used:(» exes-

cisitig anomportant political influence, amounting in the main 1o’

a pronounced support of reaction,
In the past, when the ciuel and despotic Abdur Achan
the sensual Habib Ullah still sat upon the Aighan throne. 2ft
proceeded on the lines of a weli-ordered feudal State. 1he great
sirlars guilied the destinics of the country, the peasants sowe:l
and rcaped neath the sweat of their brows and paid the onerou¥’
taxes. From time to time the Government sent punitive expe-
ditions to con:iuer the mlependent tribus of Kofiristan or of tite
moie it padacishan. -
Undor cover o a cor b nd s fereiza rotel o Reopn
impzeriahism turned  Nighaa'sian  practically inio a  subject
colony. ‘

In 1010 there wos a palice revolt in Afghanistan. One Fe
bruary morning Hzbibulih, who had been hunting in the sur:
rounlings of Jalalabad, was iouni to have been murdered.

\What wcre the reasons i{or the overthrew of Habibulah? He
had failel to take iuto consileration the changes and develon-
men‘s which the world war ani the Cctober revolution had brought
about in the infernational position of Aizhanistan. He con-
tinued to bow to the Vicerov ot India. In the meantime, how-
cver, the war had weakened the awthority of Great Britain, anii
the October revolution changed lundamentilly the proportion
of power in the couvntries immcidiately adpining Aighanistan.
Up to the Ccteber revolution MNighanistan was in the toils ot
the two imperialist ailics Great Britain an+ Russia, which could
at any moment suppress any Alghan aitempt at national emanci-
pation. After the October revolution the Soviet Union was prac-
tical'v at war with Great Britain. Habibullah did not wiiler-
stand how to exploit these international differences in favour ol
the national interests ot his country, and for this incompeienay
he paid with his life. The rise ol the revolutionary movement
in I fia which set in in 1919, stimalated the activity ol the Youugs-
Afrshan naticnalists, who brought about o palace-revolt. lhe
Younu-Aighan party then placed upoa the throunz the third
son ot the late monarch, Amanuilah-Khan, who was procivmet
Emir in defiifance of the prior claims of Lis nwn eliler fostiees,
At the same time, the brother i ihe murdered Hap bullah,
NasrUilah Khan, laid claim to the throne. A civil war en=u -1
but did not last very long, since the troops of Amanuiizi.
supported by the peasant population, soon vaied the uppr
hand; NasrUllah was taken prisoner and shortly aticrwar!s
executed. .

This civil war created a marked line ol demarkation baive oo
the adherents of the old feudal conditions and the cham ~ion
of a reconstruction of Afzhanisfan. Lhe pious and reaction .
pan-Islamitic leaders rallied round them all the conservatae
elements, from the feundal landowners to the Islamitic pries
The progressively-minod Amanullah relied on ;)1; L

masses. on the army, and on the orgunised Young-Aizhans, .
were to the greater part descended from the more pingrdssi. -

of the small landowners.
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The prcgramme ol the Younyg-Afghans containad the claim
10 the independencz ol Afghanistan as regards foreign politics,
besigdes radical reforms in the country itself,

‘Ihe tirst step oi the new Governmant was the declaration
of the independence of Aighanisian. But Amanullah was quite
aware of the fact that such a declaration aione would not
sufiice. The country’s independence had to be fought for. He
therefore turned all his arms against the usurper of Afzhan
independence, against British imperialism. A smalil but fanatical
Afghan army invaded the frontiers of Briiish India in the
spring of 1919, Naturally the fight was unequal, since Greaat
Britain was furnished with all up-to-date implemanis of war.
The Afghan troops had to retire across thc frontier and for
a time even to leave the town of Hosta in Briish hands. But
the internal position of India was very critical, for 70 million
Indian Moslems openly sympathised with the Alghans and were
inspired with such revolutionary zeal that the British could
not proiit by their viclory. They saw themselves forcad speadily
t0 maxe peace and with heavy hearts formally to recogmise the
independence of Afghanistan.

Simultaneously with his declaration of war on Great Bri-
tain, Amanullah sent Lenin a telegram with the sugges.ion of
an initiation of diplomatic relations. Soviet Russian most readily
acceded to this proposal and was thus the first Powar to reco-
gnise the newly gained independence of the young Slate.

The entire activity of Amanullah in regara to foreign
po'Hics was neitter more nor less than an epoch of “enlightened
absolutism under the specific conditions of a backward Orizntal
Country”, ’

In the course of the past ten years, the Young-Afghans
tnder Amanullah’s leadership effecied some great reforms,
which covered various fields of activity: 1. Creation of a native
State industry (arsenals for the supply of the army, cement-
works, etc.); 2. Enhancement of the culiural level of the country
(development of the school system, delegation of teachers to
study abroad, institution of female schools, etc); 3. R@organi-
sation of the army; and 4. Emancipation of women (abolition of
yashmaks, creation of women’s organisations. etc.).

These reforms were of progressive significance for Afzha-
nistan, guiding the country in the direction of bourg2ois de-
velopment. The tragic of Amanallah’s case lay in the fact
that he undertook bourgeois reforms without the existencz of
any national bourgeoisie in the country.

By his crusade against the feudal system and his exclusion
of the clergy from political power, Amanullah naturally incited
these classes against his reforms. The difficulty lay in th= fact
that he needed a firm: class basis for his fight against feudalism
and the Islamitic clergy.

The organic fault of all the reforms of Amanullah lav in
the fact that they were devoid of an economic basis. These
reforms, in themselves highly progressive, were extremely super-
fiicial and entailed no real advantages to the Afghan peasants.

But at the same time the reforms occasionad a tremzndous
outlay. The peasants. who had already plenty of taxes to pay,
had to part with their last runpes to pay for these expeansive
rcforms. Taxation increased. Thus the tax due on asses ros2
by 490 per cent. in the course of ten years. Amanullah’s chiel
mistake lay in the circumstance that he opposed feudalism
without efircting any comprehensive land rrform.

Amanullah could easily bave had the entire peasant popu-
lation behind him, if be bad taken the land from t%e feudal
lords and given it to the peasants or if he hod decreased the
fax pressure on the peasantry by increasing that on the land-
owners .

Under the given circumstances the increased ‘ax pressure

caused the greatest dissatisfaction among the peasants. a fact -

the reactionary elements immediately turned to account.

The onposi‘ional tendencies develoning by rz2ason of this
pauperisation were exploited by the Afghan reactionaries for
their own ends. Naturally it was not the entire peasantry that
opposed Amanullah. The bulk of the peasant population ob-
served an expectant neutrality, a section thereof rallied round
the King. The fact remains, however, that the peasants of
Kuristan and the Shinvari tribe rose in arms against Ama-
nullah,

As an Oriental reformer, Amanullah has not inirequantly
been compared with Kemal Pasha. The lat'er, however, was in
a very much batter position, since he effected his reforms in
a Jess backward country. Therefore, based on th: Turkish
national hourgeoisie, he succzeded in destroying the Caliphaie,

scparating the church from the State, and breaking the back
of the clergy. » o

. For lack of a firm social basis, Amanullah was not in a
position to attack the clergy and  religion with such daer-
mination. He went more cau.iously to work, restricted himseli
to half-measures, left the “shariat” untouched, and merely reno-
vated anu Cicaacd 1t @ Dit. sucn an amoiguous position could
not be without serious dangers. '

The complicated national conditions in Afghanistan auded
10 the complexity of the class struggle. There are in the country
numerous tr.bes which are cons.ant.y at variance, thus the tribes
of Shinvari and Mangal which have had a feud b:tween them }
for centuries. Such diiferences have often been exploited by
the Governmeant. ' '

The feeling of State citizenship is not very pronouncad in
Afghanistan. Each citizen is in the first piac2"a mamber of
a tribe and only in the second plac: an Afghan. Amanuilah’s
policy ol ceniralisation aroused resistanc: not only on the
part of the fauial landowners but also of entire tribas. His
propaganda for national independznce was highiy comprehen-
sible 0 the Young' Aighan officers and students of the Kabul
Academy, but failed to awaken an echo in the minds of the
nomad f{ribes. |

Finally. the policy of the British imperialists played a great
role. The British Governmant could never get over its failure
to subdue Afghan.stan; which remained th2 sore point in
British world hegemony. All the intrigues of British diplomats,
from Lo-d Curzon to Sir Francis Humphrys, the Minister at
Kabul, were directad towards bringing about a ruplure of
diplomatic relations between Afzhanistan and the Soviet Union.
Threa.s and promises, secret notss and open ullimala, terrorist
attempts and reactionary risings — in-a word, the entire
arsenal of an experienced bourgeois diplomacy was employed to
this end.

The British need a dummy in Alghanistan afler the pat‘ern
of King Fuad of Egypt or of King Feisal of M otamia.
Amanullah is naturally not to be used in such a way. Oncz the
British diplomats had recognised this fact, they had already
decid2d to get rid ol him.

During Amanullah’s visit to Europe last year, the rising
was prepared and thzre can be no doubdt but that Bacha-i-Sazo,
“famous” as a chief of bandilti in the vicinity of Charikar, was
in close touch with the Briish Legation at Kabul.

From the standpoint of war-preparations against the Sovist
Union Afrhanisian is a highly important base for th2 British.
An independant Afghanistan represen's a danger to the British
possassion of India, while on the other hand an Afgzhanistan
under British souzerainty would mean a real mznace to the
Central Asiafic regions of the Soviet Union.

Amarnullah has not yet abandoned the fight I he regains
his autbority he will be obligrd to broad-n his social basis,
to rely on the peasants, to effect a land reform, {o lessen the
taxation of the pessants and to carry on the fight against the
frudal lords and the priesls with greater determination than
hitherto.

Conecerning a Coslition between the

Liberal and Labour FPartics.
By W. M. Holmes.
London, January 29th 1929,

An interesting s'tuation in the relations between the Liberal
an1 Labour Parti~s has arisen [ollowing two snecches by Sir
Herbert Samuel, chief organiser of the Liberal Iarty.

Sneaking at the Northern Liberal Feleration at Newcastle,
Samuel said: ‘Prog.essive Conscrvatives miﬂt safely jo'm the
Libera!s, because pledges hal been given by Mr. Lloyd George,
himself and other leaders that on no account would they put
the Labour Farty into office”.

Again, speakinz for the Liberal cantidate in the by-election
at B'shop Aucklani, Simuel repeated that if no party had an
absolute major.ty af‘er the General Flection “We, (the Liberals)
have ma e it clear that . . . . the Libcral Tarty would not agais:
len1 suppott fo the instalment and maintenance in oflice o
a Socialist Government”,

These statem:n‘s have cavsel great excitement in the Labour
Party, where a sirong scciion have favoured Liberal-Lab o
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coalition. The reformist “Daily Herald” explains that the Labour
Party has pever wished for coalition with the Liberal ‘eade:s,
but on'y to win over the Liberal rank ani file voters. This,
of course, is quite true in one sense and explains the purely
Kberal ,characler of the new larty programme “Labour ani the
ation”. ‘

Cn the other hani, a strong liberal section definitely favours
coalition with Labour, and the “Manchester Guardian™ wiiich
expresses this po.nt of view. commenting on Samuel’s pronounce-
ments, points out that Liberal-Lzbour coalition is the only pos-
sible solution to a post-election situation where no party has
2 majority,

It is interesting to note that the week-end Conference of
the Lonion District of the I. L. P. passed a reso.ution declaring
“emphatic opposition to any pact, alliance or unerstanding
between the Labour and Liberal parties” and demanling a
special Tarty conferenze in the event of such an arran:ement.

It is more than possible that the Liberal statement is purely
a pre-election manoeuvre intenied to preserve the I'arty’s inle-
pendence and 1o sha pen Labour’s election tactics, thereby kee-
ping the timid Liberal vote from going over to the “lLabour ani
the Nation’ programme. It certan’y cannot be taken as ending,
or even aflecting, the prosnecis of eveniual Labour-Liberal coali-
tion. Suth a coalilion will mean the final disintegration of the

LL P. -
THE BALKANS

Against the Arbitrary Rule in
Yugoslavia!

Appeal of the Executive Commiltee of the Communist Inter-.
national to the Workers and Peasants of the Whole World!

Comrades,

Since the beginning of this year there has been ruling in
Yugosiavia a mutaris.-dynasuc aic:atorship. For iae tirst ume
since the ead of the worid war an unrestricted arbitrary rule 13
estabiished, as the most reliabie iustiument oi the policy &
internaiional imperialism. Of remendous rundamenial and nter-
aadonal imporiance in the Beigrade upheaval is the tact that it
exposes with striking ciearncss the brazen hypacrisy and the
direct daczit of the conductors of this policy, who have hitharoo
attempted to conceal their aciions under the cioak ol “demo-
cracy” and under the auhority of a power based on “reprus.n-
tation of the people”. The dic.aiorshup of the Serbian monarch,
which is supported by the reactionary officers' cique and whicn
was broughi about wih the aid of the Engiish and French
amperialists, tears to shreds that neiwork ol lies and intrigu.s
m which their policy is enwrapped. and shows the true coun
tenancz of the last stage of impeorialism,

The joint pressure exercised by bngland and France tor
renewal of their mulitary agreem:nt led 1o 2 passiny alleviation
of coniradictions between the various Baikan counirics and the
establishment of a regime of the mast cruel torror of the ruling
classes in ‘hese countries. The kinsship of Achined Zogu in
Aibania, the dictatorship of Ljapicheff in Buigaria, the wmting
of the bourgecisie around Vemizelos, this popular leader ol the
bourgeoisie in Greece, the national-Zaranist regime which rests
on a “broad social basis” (of the bourgeoisig) in Roumania, and
finally the arbitrary rule in Yugosiavia are all links in the
chain of the imperialist offensive in the Balkans.

The imperialistc are endeavouring 1o solve the inner
contradic’'ions by which the Balkan States are rent and to
prevent the extension of the class struzzles which are beginning
fo break out here, by establishinz a hanumen's regima. They
are endeavouring to create in the Balkans a miiitary point cf
support azainst the country of the prole:arian diciatorship and
{0 draw the Balkan countries into active participation in the
fight against. the proletarian dictaiorship.

The arbi‘rary rule of the S:rbian monarchy in Yugoslavia
appears fo -the imperialists as a suitable means for achieving
these aims. ‘Before the upheaval the (ountry was on the verge
of complete calastrophe. Agricullure, this basis of the econamy
of Yugcslavia, was being undermined by the wholesale iinpo-
verishment of the peasaniry. it groaned under the coutinuaily
growing burden of taxation. Decline ¢f the harvests, sinking
of the purchasings power of thz peazantry, tramendous 1lling
off in the breeding of caltle. chronic famine which devastateld

L N,

ever larger areas of the country. These are the results of the

ten years mismanagement of the big Sarbian bourgeoisie and

soldiery. ' -

The proletarians in the towns were it 3 un better situation.
The shrinkage of the homa market and the compeittion of the
indus rially deveioped countries led to a serious cridis in the
Yurosiavian industry. to unemployment, to the reduction of
the siandard of living of the workers. .

QOaly the2 parasitic war industry showed a certain tend ey
to deveiop and constituted a hcavy burden on the national
buldget. The impoverishmant of the workers of the. wholz
counry, the cruz! political pers:cution were accompanied by the
natioral oppression of all ithe noa Serbian peoples of preseat-
day Yugoslavia by the Serbian hegzmonist bourgeoisie. )

Th: growth and aggravation of the class struggle in toan
and country and the siruzgle of the suppressed peopics
endangered the existence cf the Yugoslavian State in the whipe
i waoich it had baen establishad by the imperialists, and could
have lod to the coilapse eof the whole Balkan policy of the
unperialists. The la est evenis in Yugoslavia have shown how
shaky the cause ol England and France was and how easily the
movement for freedom of the Croat peasantry could overstep
thosz limits which the lealers — traitors to the peasaat-
democratic coalition — wished to set to it . -

The arbiirary rule in Yugosiavia is the reverse side o
the dictatorshin of the Belgrade Siock-Exchange. It 5 an
attempt on the part ol the ruling Sarbian bourgeoisie to sttle
the national liberation movement and th2 peazant movemoeat
anl to remove by drastic means the national and peasaiid
questions from Yugoslavian home politics. :

Th2 imperialisis knew that their chief enemy in the fisht
against the hirst proletarian State is the working 'class, the
national liberation movement and the peasant movemean{ of the
coionizs and ol the dependent and backward esuntrics. The
cruzhing of this movement is a prerequisite for tha suceass
of the general attack of the imp:rialists on the Soviet Umion.
‘The chiel task of the arbitrary rule in Yugoslavia is, thereiore,
to erush the naticnal liberation movement iu the country aml
its advance-giard, the Comumimnist Pariy. :

The establishment of the arbitrary rule in Nueosslovin
marks the oponing of a new page in the development or world
imperialism. Parliamentarism, the Constitution  and the other
achiavements of the bourgeois-democratic revolutions no lonyer
suffice to sccure the rule of the bourgeoisie in the epoch ol
tha hegemony of monopolist finauce capital. Affer th2 Yuja-
slavian experience the imperialists will attampt, whenaver ihe

cruie of the bourgeoisie is shaken. to apply the same mctiods

of *“consolidaiing ' the bourgeoisie in order to avoid open civil
war.

Workers, peazants and all toilers, oppressad and exploied!
The case ol Yuzoslavia ought to serve you as an historical
example! Thz beourgeoisie of the dependent and bach ward
ccuntries, which is taken in tow by world imperialiun. is
robbiny you of your class positions won in centurisz A
strugsle, condemning you to privation and hanger, 1o Cun-
bzarable hard habour, It is depriving vou of the most claiaen-
tary civii rizh's and preparing the worst horrors and meery
oi 2 new world war.

Prepare for the last decisive light! )

Prepare for the decisive mass resistouce to the
henchm-n of the international imperialist robbers!

Only by organisad mass strurgle, shoulder to slulter
wi'h the workers standing under the lealdership oY the Com-
munist Party, can the victory of the toilers and their emancl
patian from the yoke of the exploiters be wssu-ed! '

Workers and peasants of the whole world!

Heln vour comrad=s and brothers in Yuyofacia a5 theiv
firht against the dictatorship of the absolute momirchy is 4
firht against the plans of world imperialism. which are direcied
against you as w:ll as azainst the Soviet Uninn, ’

Nown with the arbitrary rule!

Lang live the revolutionary
peasants!

Down with the opportunists and the
pational emancipation movement!

Long live the power of the workers and peasants!

Long live the Soviect Union, the only dcfender of all the
oppressed in all countries!

Leng live international revolutionary solidarity!

insHient

fight of the workers il

betrayers  of the
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Under the Military Dictatorship in
Yugoslavia.

By B. B..vitch (Belgrade).

The petty-bourgeois illusions as to a short duration of the
military dictatorship are rapidly being destroyed. Even the
“Pravda”, the Belgrade organ of the Foreign Office, now writes
that the military dictatorship must last at least five yecars. The
organs of the gig bourgeoisie no lonegr assert that the mili-
tary dictatorship must speedily prepare the population of Yugo-
slavia for a new political construction and fresh Tarliamentary
life. The Zagreb big-bourgeois publication “Novosti” has al-
ready sought to prove that the question of elaborating a new
coustitution is nd pressing one, seeing that there are now
more important and more urgent matlers to atlend to, The
leaders ol the Democratic peasant coalition, Matchek, Pribit-
chevitch and others, only now begin to see whither their com-
Emmising opportunistic policy has led and to declare that they
a'l imagined the “non-FParliamentary Government” {o be quite
tifterent.

But while the leaders of the Democratic peasant coalition
still cherish the hope that King Alexander will at any rate
compiy with the “just demanis’ of the Croatian people and
grant them an autonomy within the limits of the Treaty ol
St. Germmin, the military dictatorship is establishing the White
Terror. The Croatian ['easants’ Party (Raditch), the Federalist
Party (Trumbitch), the Croatian Party of the Right, and the
Clerieal Party have already been dissolved, besides all Croa-
tian culturat organisations (libraries, singing-clubs, sports
clubs, and the like). All the cultural organisations of the na-
tional minorities (German. Hungarian, e{c.) have likewise been
dic:olved. Furthermore, the Government has pronounced the
dissolution of the Yugoslavian Moslem organisat'ons ani of
the Slovenian People’s Party. The funds of the said organisa-
tions have been confiscated.

Naturally the regime of the military dictatorship, with its
barbaric, Asiatic measures, is directed primarily against the
working class and against their vanguard, the Communist Party
of Yougoslavia. All the laws relating {o the protection of wor-
kers are violated. M. Drinkovitch Minister of Tublic We'lare,
has postponed the elections for the Labzur Chambers, which
should have taken place at the commencement of this year.
He has likewise indefinitely postponed the election cf the fac-
fory councils, while at the same time suspcnding the activity
ol the existing factory councils. The capita’ists. feeling them-
seives backed by the active support of the miitary-Fascist State
apparatus, are proceeding to an open offensive against the wor-
king class. All indepenlent trude unions have already bren
prohibited, their funds have been cenfiscated. their frnctiona-
ries (such as Manoilovitch, Milutinovitch, Karlevitch, Mariano-
vitch) arrested. Throughout the country labour leaders are be'ng
thrown into prison. At Belgrade some 30 tradie-union functio-
naries were arrested, at Zagreb 35. at Mosfar 60 labour renre-
sentatives, at Cilli 7, at Ljubljana 09. According to preliminary
data, more than 200 workers’ representatives have been arrested
in all, It may easilv be imagined how these prisoners are trea-
ted now that the liberty of the press has been abolished, ou'te
especially in the notorious Belgrade jail of Glavniacha, where

- even prior to the repeal of the restricted freelom of the
press — political prisoners were subjecte]l to the cruelest

tortures. The cobbler’s iissistant M. Petrovitch is rumoured to -

have died from the etfects of the tortures susia‘ned. The news-
paners have been sirictly forbi‘lden to remort on the arrest aut
il-ireatment of the po'itical prisoners. The militarv dictatorshin
1 Yoovgoslavia is really tantamount {o a declaration of war on
the working classes, the peasantry. an1 {he opp-essed nationali-
ties by the Serbian bourgeoisie and the Monarchy. To this de-
claration of war, the peasantry is alieady renlying by incraasing
is iroops of partisans. Even the Serblan bourgeois orean
“Pelitika”™ contains a detailed report (on January 23t4, 1029)
of an armed encounter between one such troop and the nolice,
which tonk place the day bifore at the vil'age of Chirikovaiz
(in the Tosherevatz district in Serbia). The police emnloved
three motor-lorries full of genlarmes and two detachments of
soldiers armed with mach’ne-suns. There wee manv deatl and
woun led on either sile. Doubtless this movement of the par-
tican troops will continue to spread in connection with the
<abotage of agrarian reform and its revision with a view to

a definite liquidation under the lead of Dr. O. Frantchesh, the
repseseniative in the Ministry of the Yougoslav laniowners.
The Communist Party of Yougoslavia is ncw the only force
which is capable of mobilising the working class, the peasan:
try, the oppressed nationalities, an1 the urban petty-bourgeoisie
ani to conduct them to an armed fight for the overthrow of the
military dictatorship, One of the last appeals of- the .C.D. of
Yougoslavia ended with the slogans: Down with the military
dictatorship! Down with the Monarchy! Uncompensated ex-
propriation of the land in favour of the working peasants!
Down with imperialism! Down with war! Defence of the
Soviet Un‘on! Boycott of taxes! Scli-determination of the peoples
to the extent of secession! The Balkan Fedcration of Workers'
and Feasanis’ Republics! Democraiic dictatorship of the wor-
king class and the peasaniry! Creation of defence commitiees
of the workers and peasants! ‘

There can be no doubt but that the clarion call of 1hc‘

C.P. of Yougoslavia will meet with a general echo among the
broad working masses in Yougoslavia, all the more so as the
leaders of the Democratic Peasunts’ Coalition and of the Social
Democrats have capitulated without the least resistance to the
mi.itary regime. -

The leaders of the Social Democratic I'arty and of the re-
formist {rade unions have not ouly capitulated 1o the ru'e of
the sabre, they even went to the length of dentonstrating their
servility to the generals. After these declarations, tie military
dictators refrained from dissolviug the Social Democratic
Farty and prohib'ting its publicasions. The rcformist frale
unions are permiiled to continue their aclivity. The Social De-
mocratic officials may remain in their positions in the Labour
Chambers, the national insurance offices, the labour exchanges,
ani so on. The Social Democrats of Yuvgosavia thus folow

“the example set by their b-ethren in other lanis by associating

themselves more ani more with the military-Fazcist S'ate appa-
ratus and become the official liungmen of the working class.

On Janvary 19th King Alexander issued a decree institu-
ting a Supreme Court 1o be entrusted with the defence of the

- State. The chairman of this court is Dr. Dushan Subofitch, a

well-known leader of the Black Hrnireds. All workers who
are susnecled to have taken part in the printing or distributing
of pamphlets or handbil'ls cf the C.I. of Yougoslavia. have
been brought to Brlgrade and handed over to the Supreme
Court. Ten years of bourgeois-democratic White Teror have
not sufficed to in‘imitate the van-ovard of the proletariat or
smother their sympa‘h’es for the Soviet Union. The White Ter-
ror of the military dictato-ship will sveceed no better In spite
of White Terror ani military dic'atorshin. the C. P, of Yougo-
s'avia. the vansuvard of the working class, con!imies to mobi-
lise the working masses and fo prepare the armed fght for
the overthrow of the military dictatorship. ’

AGAINST IMPERIALIST WAR

A Polish Manoeunvre of
Circumvention. ‘
By M. P. (Moscow).

On January 19h the TIolish Ambassador to the Soviet
Union, Patek, handed Comrade Litvinov a Note, one of the irst
passages of which ran as follows:

“After the ralification of the Kellogg Agreement
without any alteration by the Uriled S'ates of America
and after the relative mnegotiations with the signatory
Towers. the To'ish Covernment is now in a position to
enter in‘o discussions with the Government' of the Soviet
Union as to ihe form ani mode of signing the suggested
protocol, to which the Tolish Government has already
signified its consent.” ‘ :

Thus ihe moment which gave the Tolish Government the
possibiltly to onen negotiations with ‘he Soviet. Government
regarding an immediate arolication of the Ke'logg Agreement,
depended upcn the consent of the signatories, 1. e. the Great
T'owers. It is hardly 1o be doubted but that the pesition of the
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French Government was of decisive importance for the Polish
Republic. The stand;oint of Briand, the lealer of France’s
foreign policy, in rcgard o the negofiations between I'clani
and the foviet Union in connec'ion with the peace protocol
saggested by the Soviet Government is thus of pariicular in-
terest. On January 16th, Briand made the iollowmg declara’ion
in the French Senate in answer to the interpelation of Le-
mairie as 10 Frence’s fcreign policy in general and to the signi-
ficance of the Soviet suggestions in par.icu'ar:

“We have discussed this question and have come to
the conc.usion that in the given insiance the Kellogg Agree-
ment may assume the characier of an agreement of non-
aggression, such as I'oland itself proposed to Russia, albeit
on ihe unierstanding that the said agreement should not
refer only to l'oland and Russia but 10 al Europcan coun-
tries_immedialely adjoining the latter, from Roumania to
the Bal'ic States. Upon this point a discussion ensueld.
I'c’and dec’ared that it would very wiilingly sign the agree-
men. enstr'ng an immediate application of the ['aris Agree-
me nt, but that it was forced to renfer any such arrangement
comnat‘ib’e wih consideraiions of its own securiy, It had
no right to ignore the in‘erests of other fricndly or assn-
ciate1 Sti'es in a posiiion more or less simi'ar 10 its own.
1f the agreement is signed at all, then all must sign it.”

In view of the fact that, as Briand savs, “we” (i. e. not
onlv the Iolish Repub’'ic but also the French di-lomais) have
discussed the matter at issue, there can be no dJoubt but that

Brian{'s s=cech may be regarded as a bey to many less com-

prehensible passages in the I'o'ish Note of January 16ih,

Poland has no right to ignore the interests of othar allied
or friendlv na‘ions. That is how Brian1 charac'erises the po-
sition of the Tolish Goverrnmen* in i's first neectiations with
the Government of the Soviet Union. As is well known, the
Soviet Covernment expresse’ the wish in i's very firs: Note of
December 20th, that all Evroncan States should acrede to the
proiocol in regard {0 a premrivre arplication of the Kellorg
Agreemen*. The fourth paragrath of fhe draft of the Soviet
protorol says exrressly that “he present pretocol is oven to
aceession by the Governmen‘s of all cour ries”. The formulation
of the Soviet Nole perntits of no doubt, be it in regard 1o form
or to ccnten's,

And what does Poland now suzgost? “The Polish Gov-
ernment”, says the Note, “continu2s to adhere to the standnoint
that the Bal‘ic Sta‘es, in so far us they give exnression fo their
will'ngness in th's connc~ion. must abhso'vtelv take part in
signing the protocol”. One cannot help recoznising in this
s‘atement an attempt to veil the real meaning of the proto~nl
In the rresent case. however. it shoull har v b2 fand ~ossible
to diszrmh’e the Aiffercnce be‘wecn the T'olich formn’ation and
that of the Soviet Covernment. “Taking vart in sigmirg the
protocol” is by no means the same as “adkering to the pro-
tocol”,

Brian{’s interpretation cf the atiwde of the I'olish Go-
vernmen' 2n1 the con‘inual rei‘era‘ion in e ['o'ich Note cf
the signifi~ance of the “mode” of s'gnitrre. male the renl
mranine of that Tolish formulaiion a'trgether obviovs which
refers to the “rarticiration in the signing cf fthe prolo~ol” on
fhe —~rt of a"t the Ba'ic States arl Roumania. It is fully
anrarent that To'and visvaliszs co'lective nree’iations at whi~h
the Sovirt Union on the one bani will be ficed bv all the
Ba'tic Statrs with Tolani at ‘heir heat on the other. Such a
“mo-e” wor'd be nei‘her more nor less than ‘he revival of the
old Polish nlan of nego‘ia‘ions “at the round table", Tha Pl'sh
dinlomrate infend {o furn the neace sugges'ions of fhe Sovict
Union intn» a weapon for the formation of a war-bloc against
that covn'rv.

It is al‘opelter comnorehens’ble, why the “mnde” of ne-
gotiating shovld, in the prescn' irs‘ance. have become the cru-
oial moint in the eves of To'an1. Sin-e the T"o'ish dinlom1's kave
po rossibility of decnng the pirce rresosa’s of the Soviet
Union. ‘kev are a“em~ing to ev-loit ‘hem in the inerest cf
an_ aggressive policy. Without for a momen* abantonine the
funriamen‘~l line of war-rremaraticns aga'nst the Soviet Union,
the mmeriatist leaders of Toland Jesite to m-ke the anti-war
agrerment in‘o their starling pOllh for grouping togcher ail
anti-Sovie' forcs.

~The press has already published an extraordinarily larue
mumber . of facis 'which demonsirate the real character of the

Folish policy. Ci late, there has been a regular accumulation of
redorts in the German and the Roumanianpress in'regard to
military preparations on the part of Poland in the regions bor-
dering on the Ukrain’an Soviet Republic. The corresponience
(pub'ished in the Vicnna “Abend”) .between the Ministers ol
Ietljura threw a strong light on.the relations beiween [olish
Government and  mili'ary circles and the White-Guardist
Ukminian emigrants. The assmiances of M. Zaleski, redolent ol
a love of peace, are not nearly so convincing as are the endless
transzoris of arms from France to Fo'and and the'allegedly
“privaie’ visiis ¢ General Le Rond to. Warsaw and Bucharest.
Anl what can finally be more interes'ing than the. fact of
secret councils of T'olish legionary - leaders, of. ywhich _the
“D.A.Z.” and the “Vossische Zeilung” report? At these coun-
cils, which were attended by eminent adherents of Filsudski
and at which p'ans were discussed for an occupation of Li-
theania, a ,,rcsothon on prmcnple” was passed, according to
which the encmy is to be sought in the East.

It is no more than nafural that in view ol all these well-
known facts and circumstances, public ojinion -in the Soviet
Union can harbour no illusions in regard to Foland’s “love of
peace”. Tke hypocritical tone adcpted by the allegeily peace-
loving T'olish Note is an exact reflection cf the hypgocoisy cha-
racterising the entire policy of -Polish Fascism. It will not be
long before the “love of peace” of the Iolish im-erialists is
vnmasked in the eyes of the workers, not only of 'o’and bt ol
the *“friendly ant allied nations”. The working inasses will then
on~e more see how our vnambiguous and obvious peace pro-
posals have been frustrated by the sabotage of the imperialists.

HANDS OFF THE SOVIET UNION

Sir Henri Dotcrdlng’s Cllervon(-tz
Forgeries.
By B. D.

The strictly secret minutes of the investigation imstituicl
against the Georgian chervoneiz forgers Sadathierashvi'i & Co.
have been “stolen” from out of the safes of the German judicial
avthorities, photographic copies thereof being sold to Lon‘lon.
This is the latest phase of a highly political standal which
reaches back to the autumn of 1027, '

Cn November 14th, 1927, it became kncawn that. the German
rolice hal arrested some Georgian white-guardists, who hul
engaged in the emission of forged chervonetz notes. At first it
was in‘enled to treat the matter as a simgple criminal trans-
gression, but the political import of the matter soon came to
light. It was dis~overe{ that the forger had been aiied by
Bavarian National-Socialists, In a Bavarian printing-works n»
less than 24 centals of forges chervonetz .notes was fouvnd. The
forgers were. moreover, found tn be in direct communication
with the white-guardist “CGeorgian Naticnal Government” in
Paris ant with the “Committee of Qeorgian Snhcial Democra‘s™,
to which the well. known Menshevists Jordania and Zeretelli be-
longed. Further connections were 'kewise revcaled,. ¢, g. with
General Pofimann (since dereased). the hero of Brest-Litovsk.
and with the Anglo-Dutch oil-king Sir Hcnri Delerding.

General Hoffmann was in intimate touch with alt the auti-
Bolshevist, white-guardist ci-cles of Furore, by which he had
been sclected as the ‘n‘en led strategist of the war of interven!ion
aga’'nst the Soviet Union. In this earacity he frequently con-
ferrel w'th Deterding in Lonlon in the covrse of I(")O hvm,,
accompanied by the Georgians above mentioned. o

The role plaved by Sir Henri Deterding in the war agitation
aca'nst the Soviet Union is we'l ‘known, As chairman of the
British Roval Dutch Shell oil-trust. he has in conjunction wi'h
the British Admiralty reneatedly worked out plans for the con-
quest of the Soviet oil-fields in the Caucasus. Hente his close
connection with the Georgian white-guardis’s and’ So-ial De-
mocrats. who have in-luded the surrender of Trans-Caucasian
o'l 1o the British im=eria’ists in their prog-amme of “pational
liberation™. It may be called to mini that Deterding was the
driving-force in the Gearginn Menshevist-white guar? con piracy
the oil-war against the Soviet Union, and. inier alia. the vehepient
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agitation against the Soviet Embassy in [aris, which led to ihe
recall of Rakovsky.

It is therefore not at all surprising that Deterdinz should
also have allied himself the Georgian wh.te guarlists wiih a
view to harming the Soviet Union by chervonetz forgeries on a
tremendous scale. For that was the object of the emission: the
undermining of the Soviet currency, stabiiised by the unai'ed
eftorts of the Soviet wo kers at the cost of tremen jous sacrifices.
That is the highly. political significance of this “criminal case’,
which fo.ms a link in the cuain of capitalist attacks upon tae
Soviet Union. In this attack, Georgian Menshevisis, white
guardists, Bavarian reactionaries, General Hofimann and Deler-
ding jomed forces. Deterd.ng, meanwhile, the spiritus recto; of
the scheme, is a conlijant of the British Government, whose
complicity can thus not be denied.

The capi‘alist world, however, is greatly intereste{ in cover-
ing up the traces. Deterding has pubiished a denial. General
Hoffmann has died in the meantime. Lhe threats lav in he
hands of the German investigatory authorities, The manner in
which these latier conducted the investigat on is characteristicaliv
illustrated by the fact that Sadathicrashvili, the chief dcien lant,
was frequently released, so that he m'ght have the possibiiity of
covering up the traces. Nay, the gene.al amnesty proc’aimed in
the Reich was employed for the rurpose of puiting him altogether
beyond prosecution, the pretext advanced be'ngz that he cam:
politically under the ammnesty. In the meanime, the conl nis of
the minutes was preserved a strict secret. even the Soviet Govern-
ment being refused any insight into them,

What was rciused the main'y iniured and therelore pri-
marily interested Soviet Government, however, was atiained by
Dete-1ing, who had the m'nutes “stolen” ani purchased a phoio-
graphic copy thereof. He is thus in a position {o prevant ony
further fnvestioation by suspressing the necessary evidence. The
houourable oil-king, who developed so much moral indignation
about the “stolen” oil of the Soviet Union. unscrupu’ously helped
to forge bankuntcs and to steal documents. Put what may n»
be done in fighting the Bolshevists? Are there any laws ai
all in this regard? .

It is hard to believe that a theit of such very sec-et docu-
mends conld possibly be cifected witheet the conmivance ani aid
of sonre of the most imporiant German judicial authorities. in
this *cr'minal”’ case we may once more see the necrliar dunli-
city of Germany's rolicy in relytion to the Soviet Union. On
the one hani we hear that Germany atheres to the ha-ally
policy of friendly rclations fowards the Soviet Union: on th2
other hand the ant'-Soviet activity cf Brifish imperialism is 0
realitv assisted. both actively and tacitly. Thus it happened that
Deterding could steal ifrom the Gerinon authorities these doco-
ments, which are of svch im»artunce for discovering the anti-
Soviet plans, so as 1o cause the traces of his own activily {o
be coverel un. while at the same time the Soviet Governmeit
was refused insight into the documents in question.

FASCISM I

Convoecatiou of the International

'Antl-Fascist Congress.
By Mari.

The tnitia'ory Commitiee for the, Convocation ol an Inter-
aational Anti-Fascist Congress, under the presideacy of Homri
Barbusse, has now convered the Congress tor 9h ant téh
ol March, 1019, at Berlin. The preliminary agenda contuns (he
todlowing itemis:

1. Fascism, imperialisin, danger cf war,

2. The fascist terror (and persecusion of the nationsl mine-
rities).

3. The position of the working class, peasantry and infzl-
lectirals o dhe fascist countrizs. Position of the Trade Unions.

. The means of the international struggle against fascisnu

The necissity to rally all forces for the strugzle azainst
tiscism arises Irom the-experiences of recent years. Azainst
riahan fascism, this government ma2ihod of open dictatorship
©othe captialist class, against masked fascism which hile:

itself under the cloak of democracy in the o:ih2r countries,
against the internauonal of capitat, it is more ihan ever ne-
c.ssary to umite the working cass into a tirm granitz block.
This block must know how 10 procead from tne i1ocal and
partial struggtes, from thz struggles of defence w0 an acijon
leading forward a united front on the basis of a uniform pian.
Onty 1 this way can concreie resuits be obtainad.

The struggle against fascism in Italy is a struggle azainst
world fasc.sm and international reacion, Vicory ar Jdei:at on
one s:c.or of the economic and postical system ol capi.alism
means vicory or defeat for the wnoie working ciass.

In the light of these facts the necassity of an Anti-Fascist
Congress is quite ciear and mast meet with the .approval of
all class-conscious revolutionaries. It is nct suff.icle..t to crea.e
a movemant, This movement must possess its forms of orzani-
sa'ion and aciion, The anti-fascist Conzress wiil have to solve
these {asks. The struggle against fascisin must inierast all the
workers and peasans, be taey soc.al demacrats, Commuaists
or non-party. The workers and poasants everywh.re. 1n the
faciories, in the mines, in the villages, will elect taeir delegates
to this Congress. lhese delegzates and those of the proiz arian
orgamsations will represent at the Congress the will of the
mass2s and organise the sirugrsle on a broadar basis. The
anti-Fascist Congress is to be not only a protest but ihe re-
cogntaon of the necosaity cf this s.ruszle and tie reco;nition
of ahe tact that only thos2 paries and only those organ.sat.ons
detend the lalian and  the intirnadonal  proictar.at  arainst
fasc.am which have placed themselves on the basis of the
tollowing demands:

Goneral amnesty without any restrictions!

Abotlition of the Special Courts and the exceptional laws!

Setting up of an international investigation commission for
the Italian prisons and the fascist toriure regime!

The auti-fascist Congress must also say a word with re-
gard to the right ol asylum ot the poutical rauzees and
mebilis2 all the forces of tha masses for an acdon which shall
compel th: governmmeanis 1o grant the right of asylum to poli-
tical refugees.

Therdore, all the class organisations of th2 workers and
peasants must take part in this Congress; they must support the
Congress by the weisht of th r peadcal wmpzorianc: and by
their exneriences. Only then will the Congzrass have any result
at all and constitute an imporant s.az2 in h2 history of the
working ¢lass, {from which the strugeie azamnst lascism and
capitalism receives a new impeatus,

Switzerland and Xtalian Fascism.
By M. Bodemann (Basle).

The fight against Italian fascism is today of front-rank im-
portan-e for the ‘ncrna-jonal p olctariat. lhe Swiss working
class is particularly intercsted in it. It feels the pressure of
the fasc’st regime both in the economic ani the poliizal sphere.
This anp’ies particuarlv to the Sou'hern portion of the country,
the Canten of Ticino. where the lalian lanzuage is spo“en. The
fascists have repeaicdly empbasised in their pro-rammatic de-
carat’ons anl wirit‘ngs that Ticino rea'iy be'ongs tv Italy and
that they demuini its incorporation in the “greatl” naticm.

Fascism has succeeded for the time being in creatiny in
Ticino a close nztwork of orzanisations of lahan fascis.s, They
have iormed no on'y political but also si--a'lel t:ade union
crganisztions. The whole Canton is fillel with Musso'ini s spies.
The<e {o'low step for sten the activily of the Italian anti-fascist
workers, who a e very numcrous there.

Anv worker who is act've rpo'i‘ially or in the trade unions
is deprived of his permit to cross the frontier. and must th-re-
fore starve, along with his family, as he .eceives no furth-r
pecmission to leave the country. The pressure of t:e fascists in
Ticino is such that wages thire are rartly so reduced that they
amount to ony a thiid of those receivel by workers enzagzed in
the same occupations in the fowns in the rest of >witzer and.
In Ticino, where the ime.national capitalists go to recupcrate,
the workers have no bread with which to feed thcir fami ics.

A S—
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The working popula‘ion in town ani country endeavour to
escape the pressure of fascism by amigration or by obtaining
work in other parts of Switzerlani.

But in the other parts of Switzerland the fascists, unier the
benevolent foleration of the authorities, carry on a very live'y
activity. In recent {imes the work-rs have repeatedly bail to
rrevent public demonstrations by the fascists. Espionage work
inl the withdrawal of passports by the fascist Consulates is
taking p'ace everywhere. The workers in the building nliustry
in particular feel the effect of the activity of the fascisis. Any
kalian worker who wishes to go abroal as a season worker
must first sign the Italian labour agrecancni, which provides for
onger work:.ng hours ani lower wages. The emlovers in
Switzerlani are very grateful to the fascists for th's and prefer
ltalian workers. It 1s almost impossib'e 1o draw these workers
mto the trade union movement, as tkey have their families in
lialy and have 1o reckon not oniy with the deprival of their
pass-ports but also with brutal measures on the part of fascists
on their refurn to Italy.

The Communist Party, the Workers’ Defence Corps, the
\nti-Fascist Alliance and the Red Aid have dec ded to carry ot
ai Easter in Ticino a great demonsiraion, a Red Day The
Red Day is to be not only a fierce chal enge to fascism, but the
class-conscious wo kers of the rest of Switzerland wi'l thereby
show to the workers in Ticino that they are prepared 1o help
them to shake off the fascist yoke. Tic'ny was also chosen as

. the rallying cen‘re in order to express cn the frontiers of the

lialy of Mussolni brotherly solidarit’ with the suppre sed Ha'ian
proletariat The class-conscious workers of Switzer'and and the
entire working population of licino have eagerly welcomed this

- decision.

The bourgeois and social demncratic press at first s‘mply
reported the decision to hold the Red Day wi hout making anv

~comment. In the Halian press there set in a great campaign

against the Re1 Day The fasc's's are demanding that it be pro-
hibited. It is urged that Switzerland, as the scat of the League
of Nat'ors. cannot permit that a demon-tration againt a

i Iriendly nation be held on its fron‘icrs. Anl finallv. they threaten

i ————

that if the Swiss authorities do n~t forbid the demonstration,
that they, the fascists, will themselves maintain order in the
Ticino.

threats the who'e r£ress is

In face of these bourgeois

"+ grovelling and demanding the rrohibiti~n of the Rel Rally. The

social democratic newspapers have I kcwise shown thems lvis
to be willing helpers of reaction ani of frsism Of course, they
claim {o be aga’nst its prohibition but they seek to make the
demonstration ridiculous and describe it as a means of aiding
the fascists, etc.’

The government has now annovnced through the press “hat
i will prohibit the demonstration. It has further announcet that
it will proceed not only against everv demonstration in Ticino

. itself but w'll prevent the depar‘u e of “emhnstrators from the

railwmv s‘ations in the irderior of Switzerlani: Basle, Zurch ani

- Schaffhausen. The Federal railways have reccived instructions to

i

refuse to gramt extra trains and other facil ties.

This in‘ended prohibition shows very clearly that the Swiss
bourgeoisie an1 ifs government <o nnt venture fo coniuct an
inlepenient policy with regard to Musso'ini As alreadv in a
whole number of cases. also in this case ‘he Swiss Fe'ern]
Countil has shown itself to be a lackev of the murderers of
Maiteoiti and Sozzi. The intenZed prohibiion stan's in sharp

contradiction fo the provisions of the Consfitutinn. But this

does not trouble the government of the oldest democracy in
the least.

The class conscious workers are maliny realy for the Rad

" “Rally in Ticino in spite of the intended prohibition. At numero's

‘protest meetings they are expressinz their determina‘ion fo
» conduct the fight against fascism with all means an1 stigmatising

- +the miserable ro'e of the Swiss government. which is acling as

the agent of the murderous regime of Mussolini,

AGAIN>T COLONIAL OPPRLSSION

A Negro Rebellion in French
Equatorial Afriea. '
By M. Joubert.
The aggravated policy of oppression and persecution prac-

tised by the French imperia.ists in the colonies is jmore and
more inciting the native masses against the French rule.

Added to the increasing peasant revolts in Indo-China.
the latest events in scuthern Algeria, the constant sute of war
in Syria and Morocco, the Negroes of Central \iiica have now
taken up the anti-imperialist struggle.

In spite of the deniils or merely pactial a:hitissions of the
French Governmont ani press. the “Humanié', the organ of
the French Communist T'a ty, has furnished proof thai a re-
bellion is in progress in I'rench Equatorial Africa, a rpegion
five t.mes as large as France.

It is not the first time that the Negroes have risen aguinsi
the sanguinary ruie ol the F.ench imperiahsis. As early as
1924, new measu es of coionisation, the first put inio operation.
called forth a rebellion which was choked in blood. The French
Government kept this rising and the subsequent persecutions
secret from the French pidlic. Since then the movement
question has never quite ceased, flaring up first in one and then
in another part of the enormous ferrito.v and taking the form
of a sporadic resistance on the part of the Negrocs to the aggra-
vaied forms of oppression,

The increased exploitation of this colony. he more and
more extensive public works, at which the worke's empinyed
d.e like Hics. the wax pressure and the consequant increased
demands male of the workers, have now causel the rebe lion to
be rcncewed (1owards the close of 19238), but this time not spo-
radically but in several parts at once. In spite of the assurances
o! the Cove ument, in sni‘e of the contrary reports of the bour-
geois press. and in spite of the troops employed to put down
the rising, the la‘ter has as vet not been overcome. In'eed, the
situation is s> disquiet'n2 for the French imperialists that the
Minister for the Colonies has proceeded in all haste to the spot.

It is no mere co'ncifence that, after so many other move-
ments of the k'nd, the African natives should now be in re-
bellion. After the conguest of the count-v. the co'onisers divided
the s»oils like vultu-es over a dead body; the Kouilbu-Niara
Commany received 23.000 syvare metres, the firm ol Tréchoi
Bro‘hers 2 million hectares, the “Sociéid du Haut-Ogooué™ 1}
mi.lion hectares, etc.

The exploltation of the natives and the increased demanis
maide of them enib’el the co'onisers to rean s-an‘alous pro-
fits. The Comragn'e Comme ciale hai 5 mi'lion frants n-t pro-
ceeds, the Comp. Colon‘es de 1." A. F. likewise 5 mi’ ions: the
Comnagnie Fauatoriale des Mines has increased ifs capital
from 7' to 20 millions. the Congo Min‘ng Commany trom !
to 25 millhons, the Compagnie Colonial de L' A F. from 4 1 50
millions, anl so on.

It was onlv by an immeasvrable exploitation ot the Negro
population that the colonisers covld reap profits such as these,
In srite of the laws against slaverv, snch a state actually con-
tinurs vnler the name of com rlsory labour. This law nermiis
of the forced recrvitment of Neyrocs for purposes of almi-
nistration or for private concerns; the workers are prail in
lashes. The State fiseif has become a s’ave-driver, having
contracted witn private fi.ims for the supply of the necessany
labour power.

For the purpose of recruiting these workers, special mili-
tary fo-mations are employed, who surround the villages, scek
ovt the able-botied men, ani commit the mast at oc’ous crel-
ties (violation of the wem-n. murder, and looting) if the Ne-
groes venture to make the least res’stance.

Fnlire villages have thrs been robbed of their able-by: fied
men. For the constructicn of the raitway from Brazzaville o the



112 International Press Correspondence

No. 7

coast, the villages of the surrouniing regions had to “supply”
the fifth part of {teir male populaiion.

Once the Negroes are recruited, their life is a veritable
hell. Exhausted by 15 or 16 hours’ work daily, underfed, afflic-
ted with {uberculosis and various otier diseases. they are driven
10 wo:k under blows oi the whip.

The consiruction of the first 140 kiliometres of the Congo
railway line cost 17,000 Negro lives, 12C per kilometre!

Such wholesale massacres as in the case of the Forest Com-
pany are frequent occurrences, without any one being punished
theretor.

The admiinistrative commander at Bodembéré had 32 hosta-
ges shot and 5 children burnt. General Hutin ordered Molenda
io be sacked.

At Cucsso ap officer ordered the scrofum of his black ser-
vant 1o be siruck off with a hammer. An employece on a plan-
wtion at Librevil'e whipped his boy to death and was acquitted
at the trial. The bourgeois jou:nalist Albe-t Londres was told
by a planter that he might saf:zly ftire with any weapon he
happened to be holding at men, children, and even pregnant

) !
woien! -

M. Pacha hai 10C0 Negroes of the Bayas tribe murdered
and ordered the guards commissioned with the execuifion to
bring him the ears and the genitals of the victims
in proof of their death. The list of crimes — mostly unknown —
which accompany the process of colcnisation is very long, that
colonisation ot which the Soyc'alist deputy Fontanier dared to
sav that it was a means of lifting the backward population to
a higher level of civiiisation.

As though forced labour were not enough, the Government
in pursuance of its war p'ans is rec uiting the remain’ng able-
bodled mn for its army, «in which, thanks to the Social Demo-
crat I'ael Boncour, they are destuied one day to play a
great role,

Any detailed description of ‘he t-agic plight of the Negroes
vnier the iron heel of French imperialism would take up tre-
men lous szace, It must not be forgoticn that those who give
their strenzth ant often their Eves ior partica’ly nothing. are
also forced 1o pav taxes which often amournt fo two or three
iimies the sum total of their wages. We m'ght add in what
munner the colonisers maike use of a'zohol to enslave the na-
tivis, or mention the ravages whih lisease ani working-ca-
sualities cause in a country in which there are only 17 doctors
lor a populaticn of three millicns,

The Frenth rule of terror in Central Africa has entailed
a moitalty which absolutely decimes the Negro population.
The borrgeois deputy Valule estab'ished that “the appca ance
of the Frenth in this eart of the world has led to a decrease
in the romulation”. While official statistics for 1010 showed a
ponvlation of 9 m’lions in t-e territo-y, it must now be ai-
mitted 1kt by 1€21 the poprla‘‘on hai a'ready dwindled to
20, millions. The French colonisation. which the So-cialists
praise as a means of raising the backward ponulation to a
figher level. has thus caused 6 millions to disappear in an
incred 'bly short time. .

At a time when the imnerializts are exnloiting their colo-
nes in an increased degree antl when the bourgeoisie intenis
to allot an imroriant ro'e in fu‘ure wars {o the oolonial troons,
at o ume when colonial peop'es are cvervwhere rising aca‘nst
onnression. the -evo't of the Neoroes gains great sien’fi~an-e.
The Fren~h poletariat. engaged ‘n a s‘ruggle aziinst the Fren~h
bourgenisie, has not been s'ow ‘o recornise th's fact. The so'i-
darity betwern the Frensh workers ani the other colonial ponu-
fations  will assiedly be extendel to the Neoroes in thelr
strugg'e aca'nst the comm-~n enemy, who exploits all alike,
i. «. against French fmperialism.

THE WHITE TERROR

The Hunger Strike of the Hunder
and Fifty in Kovno,

Appeal of the Red Aid of Lithuania to the International
Proletariat. o

Bloody fascist ferror has been reign‘ng for more than two
years in Lithuania. A gang of Lithuanian fascists, backed by
the British imperialists, has usurped power. .At first they had
the best sons of the Lithuanian working class shot. The miost
active champions of the revolutionary working class are thrown
into the prisons and conceniration camps, The workers and
peasanis are robbed of every liberty; their organisations have
been destroyed by the fascists, The fascist reaction is worse than
the rcaction in the {ime of Tsarism. The arrested workers and

asants are cruelly to {ured in the dungeons of the Lithuanian
walgiba (I'olitical Police). Even today the hangmen of Sme-
tona’s secret po’ive flog the workers an1 peasants who have
fallen into their han'!s and sprink'e salt into their wounds. The
prison reginte is worse than in the time of Tsarism.

There is no hygiene at all. In a cell on_lly large enough for
8 to 10 people at most, 25 are incarcerated. The cel's are hardly
lit up, so that one can become blind from working. The lack
of atr and light, the wet walls uniermine the health of the
prisoners. The contitions in the Worny cam? are frightful. There
are 200 interned, among them being women ani children, who
are being shamefully ill-treated by the hangmen-officers and
sergean's,

The regime to which the po'itical prisoners are subjected is
pefting worse anl wo-se: there is no end to be seen of it
The political prisoners in {he prison of Kovno, being no longer
able to enure the prison regime, resorted on Tanudry 26th to
the last means. the hunger strike. They unanimously decided
on this last f'ghtins means rather than perish by the barbaric
methods of the fascists.

Comradrs! The potitical prisoners in the Lithvanian wnrison
of Kovuo call to the international proletariat for he'p. The re-
volutionary working class in the Soviet Union ani also in
Germany has often sumno-ted us. both mate ially an1 mora’ly,
when it was a ouestion of render'ng aid to the emigrants who
have fled from the cluiches of Lithuanian fascism,

They have often con’urted orotest actions aga‘nst the blooh
terror in Lithrania anti thvs have assisted us tremendously in
our struggle against fascism.

Comrades. we ca'l uron vou 1o save our comrades who are
on hrn~er st ike in the prison of Kovno! ‘ )

Raise your vnices aea’nsit the torturiny of revolutionaries!
Do n»t let the ro'itica! nrisoners die of hunger! Organise protest
mre‘inas and rrotret demnnstra‘icons asainst the mur”er of the
champions of the Lithvanian working class. aga‘nst the bloody
ter-or an against the fas-ist Adictatorship! Demand the release
of the pol‘tical prisoners in Lithuan‘a!l

Long live the revolutionary political prisoners of the Kovno
prison!

Down with the torturers of the revolutionaries!

Down with tke bloody fascist terror! . :

Long live the solida-ity ot the international proletariat!

Leng live the Infernational Red Aid! :

Central Committee of the Red Aid of Lithuania.

: |
Matthias Rakosi — n Hero of the,
Froletarinn Class Straggle.

By G. Peri(Paris). |

In all Leninorad ani Moscow factories ani. in the great'
German in”usfrial cen'res the workers are raising their voicesi
in intignant vrotest aga'nst the tferrib'e tortrres to which Mat-|
thias Rékosi and two other comrades are being subjected in the
p.ison at Vacz,

Thousands of telegrams of profest are pouring into the,
Hungarian Legations in all capitals. The Berlin Legation ha
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elected to close its doors to the deputations of workers, which
tave for the last week or so appeared daily to demand justice.

In France, the “free press” champions saboteurs like Trotsky,
3gainst whom the Soviet Gove nment is now proceeding, but
« preserves silence on the subject of the crime which is being
Ferpetrated in a Hungarian jail against a prolelarian fighter,
or the Hungary of Bethlen is sacred to the France of the
“National Unity”. The Hungary of Bethlen, that biot on the
face of a civilised Europe, that workshop of forgers, is sacred
in the eyes of those who are engaged in screening the meanest
ol frauds.

This hungary is the illegitimate child of Entente imneria'ism.
it was the Allied generals who strangled the young Hungarian
Commune.

True, Bethlen and his clique have not at all times proved
particularly grateful to their Pa:is deliverers. In their inrigues
in the last few years they have frequently crossed French plans.
One day they forged French banknotes; on anoiher occasion thay
smuggled arms.

But what do such small incidents reilly master? They can
all be forgiven and forgotten now that Huyngary has joined the
anti-Sov.et f ont.

What of a little forgery, a litlle chafing under the yoke of
Trianon, if Hungary is wi.ling to torture Communisis?

Massacre the leaders ol the working class ani much sha!l
be forgiven ye. That is what the French imperialisis say to
the various Fascist Governmen's,

The Budapest hangmen have taken this advice {o heart. A
few days ago the press law was applied more severely for
the purrose of suppressing the movement of protest which the

licy of the Hungarian Government entailed even in Hungzary
itsell among the workers. It is now al.ogether impossible to
criticise the Government at all,

According {o the peace treaties, Hungary has been “dis-
armed”. But some 10,C00 so'diers are allowed to be kept unier
arms for the purpose of keeping down the workers. More than
one fish, however, can slip th:ough the meshes of the treaty nets.
The BuZapest Cabinet has just reso'ved upon the institution of
fresh briga'es of genlarmes for the purpose of coring with
the hunger riots in various rural districts. In pronortion to its
population. Budapest has at all {imes had the strongest police
force in the world. In future there will be a snecial police for
the open country. These unheard-of measurcs are naturally
suffered bv the Powers, by the Conference of Ambassadors, and
by the Quai d'Orsay.

Hungary renders thanks to the Powers and to the Quai
d’Orsay by torturing Matthias Rékosi.

Matithias Rdkosi certainly merited the hatred of the han"men
and the war-monzers. Unier Bé'a Khun he was one of the
staunchest chamnions of the Hungarlan revo'ution. During the
Hungarian Soviet dictatorshin. Comrate Rakosi was at the
head of the Ieople’'s Commissariat of Trade. Driven f om the
country by the rule of terror io!’owing unon the suporession of
the Ccmmune, he refurned to Hungzary in 1925 so as to work
among the Hungarian wo-kers. Arrested an1 con‘emned {o eight
years’ im~r'sonment, Rakosi now has to suffer privations ani
persecutions of every kind.

Towards the middle of December he was thrown into a
foetid cell, devoid of light or air, and placei on breai-and-water
diet. S

Thereuvon he startel a huvnver-sirike. which he di1 not
abandon vn!il the M'nister of Justice hai formally prom’scd
fo repeal the aggravation of h's pena'ty immediate'y.

But of what worth is the promise of a Minister acting
under Hor'hy, Bethlen, or. Teleki?

Since then the torfures have recommenced and Rékosi is
still in the da:k cell. His very life is in danger.

R4kosi is the symbol of the Hungarian work'ng class, whi~h
followed the example of the Russian work'ng class in s<iting
up its dicta‘orship. He 'is the symbol of the Leninist fight for
the dictatorship of the proletariat, for solidarity with the Soviet
Union. and against war.’ :

" Rakosi is a hero of the proletariat. The in‘erna’ional pro-
fetariat does not abandon its hezrozs. That the presen’ masiers
of Hungary would do” well to remember.

IN THE INTERNATIONAL

The National Party Conference of
Trade Union Workers of the C. P.
of Germany. '
By Paul Merker (Berlin).

On January 26'h ani 27th more than 350 leading Conununisi
trade-union workers met together to consider the lcssons of the
recent Labour struggles in Germany and the directive of the
IV. R. I L. U. Ccngress, which was so successful'y employed,
and the confirued use of this directive in the coming econamic
fights and at the election of the factory counci's, The -c:nfer nce
was attended by 217 delega‘es from the various districts. among
them being 91 trade union functiona:ies, 83 factory functionaries
ani 11 trale-umion empovees. Of the de'egates 78 were members
of trade unions before 1914, 32 before 1918, 61 before 1423 and
25 afier 1023, 196 of the delega’es are at present membrrs of the
free trade unions ani the othcr 21 were expelled by t ade-union
bureaucracy on account of their revolutionary act.vity.

The conferen~e was onened with consideration of the world
situatcn as analysed by the IV. R. I. L, U. Congress and the
VI. World Cengress of the Comintern ani recorded an aggra-
vation of the inherent contradictions in capitalist economy in its
p esent stage of develonmsnt. which the congress cal'ed its th'rd
stage, an aggravaiion of the impcria‘istic and class conflic’s and
the growing danger of war, especially arainst the Soviet Union.
Much of the experience gainel in recent fights provel the
accu-acy of the finlings of the IV. R. I. L. U. Congress. whi h
po'ntel out that the socia’-imneria istic trade-union leaders, the
social-imperialistic {rade union apparatus are becoming more and
more in~orporated with the capiialist State ani economic orgaans,
that in conjvncfion with the con-entraton ant m>nonolistion of
inlusirv the Labour-aristocratic stratum of the working class i3
snreatiny ani conso'ida‘ing. that the tra’e-union lead-rs are
on-osing decisivelv {he fight of the workers and prev nting
them or, in case they cannot sabotage their outbreak unier the
rressure from the work'ng masses. putting themselves at the
heal in order 1o ‘hroitle the fishts before they can affect the
imperiaiistic profit in‘ercsts of the bourgeoisie.

The recent fizh's in Germany showed that the social-
imperialisiic leaders. in common with the bourgeoisie ani the
Covernmen!, svopressed the fights ruth'ess’'y. The dic’orial re-
gulation of Labour ccniitons for hunirels of th~usands of
workers (metal worbers of the Ruhr, shiovard workers. textile
worke's. ¢‘c.) bv the Social-Democratic Minister provel that
the work’ng masscs can orcanise ani carry on their fizhts for
the achievem-nt of their demands on'v against *he will of their
so~ial-imrerial’st 'eaters ant the'r cabo‘aze under a revo utionary
leadership elected by the masses themselves.

It is a p-ime necessitv in this regard that a united fighting
front should ke formed in the factories and revolutirnarv fighting
leaders be e¢lectéd in every movement In rcco niion of this
necessity the conferrnce confi-med the active rolicv conducted
bv the Tar'v. esreciallv during the Ruhr fizht, the shiward
workers’ st-ike, e‘c. among the unorgarised workint ma-ses.
which led to a reinfor~em-nt of the vn''ed ficht'ng front of the
workers ant of the revo'ulionary onrosi'ion in the trale unions.
The cenference regards as an essen’ial preliménarv of ‘he
sur~essful orean’sat’'on ani ca rving out of Labav«- struosles a
firmer o-ganisational estb'ishing of ‘he big ro'ilial influen-e
of the revh'u‘ionar” oprosi‘ion in the fac'ories by means of
sritable organ’sationa’ measures It is imperat've to carrv on
the dec’sive fivht fnr the traZe-union factorv funct'ons. It is ne-
cessary to develon the factory nuclei, to get the workers who are
in svm»athv with the Tartv, in‘o the nolitical and orvanisational
work of the Communist nuc'ei and to get the oreanisa’ions of
the Worl-ers Intrrnational Re ief. of the Red Front Fighters Leacue
and of the Re1 Women's ani Girls' Leazue to work clo-er wih
the Commun’st nu-lei in fthe factories. to sunport moHst inten-
sivelv the reinfo cem-nt of the Waorkers In‘erna‘innal Re'ivf as
an organ'sation for the organising of promnt ail in case of
Labour fi~h's. so that in th's manner the organ’saticnal basis o1
the revolutionary trade-un'on opposition put up by the Commu-
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nists in the factories may be extended. It is necessary to promnte
the fraction work in the unions, which. however, is on’y possible
through ¢nergetic and comp.chensive mass mobilising work .n

-the factories,

In coniradiction of the right Brandl:r-Thalkeimer-Wa'cher
group, who main a‘nel that the carrving out of the Jirec'ive of
the 1V. R. I. L. U. Congress separaies the organised workeis
from the unorgan'sed workers. an1 who vehem ntly opposed the
policy of the Tartv in the metal workers’ movement in the
Ruhr district, the following example proves the complete falsify
of their calumines and the Social-Dcmorcatic character of their
policy. -

In the Ruhr district {817 new m mbers were envolled in
the Communist Farty during ani al'er the Ruhr fights. This fat
alone is sullicient to confirm the accuracy of the polic of th:
Comintern in this movemy nt. O these new m.mbers 1370 beonyz
to trade unions ani 56 per cent, of them work in ‘fa to-ies ein-
ploying over 3000 hands. The po'icy pursued in” she Kuhr
district, therefore. led to a big incrcase in the inflrence of the
Communist Farty amongz both the organised an! unorganse:
wo.kers, for during the fight over 4.0 workers, who for the
most rart do not belony to trade unlons, joined the [n e national
Red Aid.

The conference reso'ved almost unaninously (twdo  vo'es
being cast azainst and four withheld) on a chianye in the tactics
of the Iarty in making up the list of caniidates for .he factory
council electizn. In order to prevent the nomination of revo'u-
tionary can'idates the Leipzig Conuiress of the A. D. G, B
(German General Fedecation of T alde Unions) resolved that “he
members of free trade uvnions can stanl as canlilates for the
factory covn:il electinn on the iree fra’e-uvn'on lists onlv: T'ro-
test against this resolution led in many cases to the e rulsion oi
revo'uiionary warkers from the unions. bvery year the social-
niperialist {rade-untion leaders have ruthiess’'y su pressed wor-
bers’ demdoracy at the factory covntil electinns. The conferrn:e
conscquently resolved, in cont ast 1o previous years, when the
revolutionary opzostion in the great mority of cases yidlded
to the dictates of the social-imnzerialist tru lc-vnion lcaters o
reply 10 the mcasures of suppression by hyhting for workers
democracy in the tra’e vnicns anid fac o irs, for the ruttiny up
of a uniform I'st of can'i’a‘es bv the free trade vni~ns on th:
basis of a progrannme of pro'¢tar an “‘emanlis, wiich ~an ke
sharet by Chi stian-Socia’ist. Hirsth-Drncker and non-pary
wovkers who have shown that thev are disnosed to alvo~ate the
in‘e ests of the workers. If the so-~ial-im»eria’ist brreau-racy of
the vnions refuses 1o permit a demo-ra’i~ coirnilaton of the lists.
the cenerence will irtroduce its prozocals for these “ists 2s is
own election prono:als in thé faciories where the mijorily of the
workers demanis such a course.

This resnolution comnels the I'a-ty to carry on energeti-al'y
the election fi- ht anl o ‘in-reaze ifs work amony ihe mss s
of factorv workers It will leal to a trem nious aggravation
of the diffe-ences beiween the so-ia’-impe-ialist lradcrs of the
unions and the revolut'onary op-~osition. It means svre>"in~ t e
class fic bt to the facterics. » omoting ‘he fic ht ‘o= a revo’uti-nar:
policy ani leading the united workers front on the kasis of h2
class s'rvggle between the revo'utionary opnositon and the
Social-Democratiz coa’i ion po'iticians in the factories. It cal's
for the mob™isation of the wo:king masses for the a~precachny
big fights, for the demands of the workirs ani against imp ria-
list war,

The socia'-imnerialist trade-rn'»n leaters ani the righ-wing
renegade Brandler-Thatheimer-Walcher group wi'l greet he re-
solution of the conference with a how! of rage. The vnted aui
firm aftitule of {he conferen~e on iactics for the factory council
eleciion is a graran‘ee that the directive wil be app’ied with the
greatest consisten~y  and the greafest activi'v in orler to
<irengthen the revolutionary cad:es of the working class.

Statements of the Minority of the
C. C. and of the C. E. C. of the C. P.
of U. 8. A. on the Cannon-Trotzky

Ca-e. o

Statement by Foster, Bittelman and other Comrades.

We wish to make the following statement in the name of
the minority com a'es in the lolcom ani in the C. E. C.
(Foster, Aronberg, Bittelman, Hathaway, Wagenknecht, Costrell.
Gonicz, efc):

1. We consider it an error that the comrades of the minority
elected Cannon a member and spokesman of the minority steering
comm’t‘ee at the mcmbership mecting in New York on O:icber
3ri. This error resulted, in our opinion, from fai'ure 1o draw
all the political implications from Cannon’'s remarks and siate-
menis at that time, .

2. We also consider it an error that the comrades of the
minority, in their efforis to exrose and bring before the Iarty
the developing Cannon Trotskyist opposition between Oclober
3ri ani 1Cth, did not advise and work with the I'olcom. This
error resulicd. n ou: opinion, from the existing unhealthy
fact onal situaticn which in this case influenced the comrades
in their actions.

3. In stheir handling of the Cannon-Trotsky malter between
October 2rd and the Tolcom meeting of the 1Gth the comrales
were guided so‘elv by the thought to find the most elfective
means to exno:e Cannon before the Po'com ani the Tarty. in
n> sense dil thev hesitate on the T-oisky-Cannon quesiion or
in any way whatever try to shleld Cannon.

4 We wish to profest once more against the campaign of
the maiority that the minority are obiectively helning the Cannon
onpo:ition. We agan s‘ate that cnlv the line formulated by
‘he m'norit* can successfullv combat both the Right danger and
the Cannon-Trotsky opposition,

5 We are nrevaring a longer siatement in this matfer for
publication in the [Marty press.

» * =

Statement cf the Central Executive Committee of Workers
(Communist) Part’ of America.

The Central Executive Committee welcomes this admission
by the Fos'er-Bitte'man Opposition of some of the serious e:rors
it made in the Caunon Trctskyist developments in tie [arty.
The Central Commiitee hopes that this a ‘mission wil serve as
a step towards the vnification of the Fartv. Neveriheless, the
Iarty cannot close its eves to the skortcoinings of tais admission
of errors on the part of the Opposition.

The Onnrositien explains its seleciing Cannon as a member
an? s=nl-emep Af j‘c ofcer'ny enomm ‘tee at the New York
membership meeting of Oclober 2nd, by their “failure o draw
all the ot ital im icatians from Cannons remarks.’ This ex-
rlanatien is ‘nodeavate Fvery I'arty member couvld have castiy
drawn all political implications from Cannon’s demani on Oc-
tob~- 3ri that the Opposition must fight the Communist Inter-
national. The Party has a right to kn>w whv ihe leaicrs of the
Or=n-ition forni it neressarv to fake three months time for
drawing such bacic political imnolications —namelv. that no one
demaning a fight avainst the Commnnist International can be
rermitted 1o be a scokesman of Communists,

The claim made bv the O=vosition that it nee’ed from Oc-
tober 3r1 to the 1¢'h for gathering more mate ial briore dis-
c'ozing the Cannan-Tro'skvist deve'ooments to the Central Com-
mittee is wor'hless. The inves‘ivation conlucted by the T'o'itical
Comm‘tiee shows that no evidence whatever was subhsequently
svbmitted to the Ioirom not alreatv in possession of the Oppo-
sition on O-tober 3. Comra“e Rittelman’s declara‘ion in the
I'olcem session of October 27 clearly shows this to be the case.

The Onnos'tion also explains i's delay in b inz'ng the
Cannon-Trotsky development before the I'olitical Committee be-
cause of “the existing unhealthy factional situation”. It is correct
to state that the Oprositions attitude was largely factional in
th’s matfer, Ttis very dc'av by the Opposition was a further
factor in sharpen'ng the lactional s'tuation, The [arty has a
right to demani from the Opposition -why it persists so stre-
nuously in con'ributing so much to this “‘unhealthy factional
sitva‘ion” bv a closed national caucus which adm'ts to and
expels members from its ranks, which operates on a programme
of struggle against the Ceniral Commuttee as the Right wing
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despite the unmistakable decision of the Communist In‘ernational

declaring this accusation unfornied, Th's danzerously w.ong
licy of the Opposiiion coniinues despite the fact “that the
mintern has declared

a) Toe immediate task of the Party is the speedy liquidation
of the factional situation;

b) There is no serious difierence in principle as a basis
for a factional fight in the American Party;

¢) The charge against the Central Commitice of being a
Rigl.t wing Ceniral Commiitee is unfoun fed;

_ ' _d) lue absolute suborainaticn of the Minority to the Ma-
jority is an indispens:ble prerequisite for unity.

the larty cal.s upon the Upposition not only fo recognise
that these errors which it has made are due {o the “unhealthy
factional s.iuation’ but also to tell the membp:rsaip what it
proroses to do to end this unbearable situaiion. When will the
Opposit.on begin to liquidate its caucus? When will the Oppo-
sition begin to accept decisions of the Comununist international
without rese vation? When wil: the Opposiiion urop its common
platiorm wiih Cannon, “1he R.ght aanger in the American
Party’, and vnite with the C. E. C. on the common platiorm of
the Communist International?

The proicst of the Qprposition “against the campaign of the
majority ihat the Minority are objeclively helping the Cannon
Opposiiion” is without founiaticn. 1he Oppos.tion itse.f now
admits some of the very errors which the Cent al Commitee
some months ago called upon them to aimit anl correct. It is
these ¢rrors of the Opposition which hinlered the speedy mobilis-
ation of the I arty aga.nst the 1rotskyist Cannon forces ‘th.s ba-
seless accusation against the Ceniral Comm.itce by the Opposition
is foun !el only on the fact that the Central Executive Commiitee
insisted uzon pointing out the ve.y errors now partly admitted
by the Opposition iiseilf.

The Cenral Executive Committee never questoned the
sincerity of the Opposition s disaszociation from Cannons Tro:s-
kyism. But the Central Commitlee insis's that the Opposition
must recognise that ils tactics put obstacles in the path of the
Party s siruggle aga'nst Tro!skyism. By disregarding the Com-
intern decis.ons, for instance through dubbing the Cent al Com-
miitee the Right wing, the Onzosition enables the Trotskyites to
hide wi hin the arty on a o'a‘form of struggle against the [arty.
By pcrsisting in reservations {o Com'niern decisions, to the
analys’s of the ‘heses of the Sixth World Congress, the Opposilion
objectively weakens the struggle of the Central Commiitee against
the Right ‘anger ani Trotskyism. By maintaining an iron-borni
caucus within the Party, the Op»osition sharpens the exist' ng di-
visions for which there is n> serious basis in pr.n-iple ‘oiay. and
thus further weakens the artys fight against the Ri-ht danzer
and T o!skyism Through *he'r ners.stent cam=aign of trying to
undermine the authority of ‘he TI'arty leatershin, the Ooposition
contribuies materially to wealen T arty ciscipl ne ani conseavent-
ly to wraken the resistan~e of the Tarty to the menace of the
I{ight danger ani Tro'skyism. By bran”ing the Central Com-
mitiee as the R'ght danger. the onosition inie feres wi‘h a clear
realisation of the real character of the Kirht danoer, of the po'-
sonous influence of social reformism anti bourgeois ideology on
the Am-rican working class ani the Tartv,

Mechanica! admission of errors Jors not cu-e the i'ls of
the Carly A- mission of errors must be followe1 un b~ defin‘te
steps 1o correct these errors Thus only cin we hrln the Partv
to com*lefe its inner consslitation ani vnifi~a‘ion. The vnifi-a ion
of al' Cemmunist forces is a o ereouisi‘e for a successful fioht
against im>rialist war and struggle against the Right danger
and Tro'styism.

The Crn’ra! Commitiee recognises that this belated admissicn
of some cf ils ¢rrors by the Onpostion is dre to the over-
whe'm'nr vressure brought to bea- on it by the mrmbYershin
in the recrnt discussion m-elings throughout the covntry. The
Centra' Commitiee is confi‘ent that the [arty membership, in
the vn’t e'ecticns being he'd throughout the country this week
and in the com ng conventions of the var:ous I'arty sub livisions,
by supporiing the Central Commitice which follows the line of
the Com’'nte n without rcservations, will br.nz to bear upon the
Opposition the remain‘ng necessary pressute which w.ll hel)
them correct all of their errors. ani to jon the Cenfral Com-
mittee in a united effort for Bolshevik self-criiicism, proletariani-
sation of our Party ranks, ani unification of all Commun .t
forces on the basis of unreserved accepiance of the Cominicin
decisions.

Central Executive Comm’(tee,
Workers (Communi.t) Party of America.

FIGHT AGAINST THE RIGHT DANGER

Resolution of the . P. of Norway
on the Fight against the Right
Danger in the C. P. of Germany.

Regarding the Open Letter of the E. C. C. I. to the C. D. ol
[Gglrm:my the Iolit-Bureau of the C. P. of Norway cecares as
o lows: .

The VI. World Con<ress of the Comintern has stated that at
present most of the deviaticns within the inlviival Communist
lartics are on the Right from the correct political line. This
fact is closclv linked up with the immeliate stabilisation of
cap tal.sm and the inf uenze of social democracy connected with
it, which exer(s a strong prcssure upon ce.tain sections within the
Communist [ arties. The siruzgle against these deviations must
therefore be placed in the foregrovnd, which however pre-
supposcs a systematic fight against those elements which ajopt
a ccnciliatory aftiule towards the Right tendencies in the Com-
munist I arties,

With regard to the Ge:man TIarty the Congress pointed oul
that the kignt tenlencies have foundi their political expression
in the slegan of conirol over proaiuction, a slogan whith unde:
the present conlitions becomss a prop for the social democruiic
frauiulcn. ag taton for “econdmic democracy”, in opposition io
the decisions of the 1V. Congress of the R. I. L. U. and in the
cenziatory attitude towa ds the so-called “Left” social demo-
cralic lealers. At the same time the Congress stated that it is
the task of the Party to overcome completely such tendencies in
the I arty which a.e con:iliatory to the Right elements, and that
the minority must unconitionally submit to the majority,

After the Congress the Rights in the C. P. of Germany have
intensified their fractional attacks in order to frustrate the po-
litical line of the [arty. By means of its own papers and in-
formation sheets and by the introduction of its own fraction
discisline, the Branller fraction went over to the ope1 aftack
on the Iarty and did not even submit to the most elemeniary
Tarty dis:ipline. The fraction officially deviated from the po-
litical I'ne which has been elapo ated by the VI. Worli Congress
ani accused the Congress of having laid down an ultra-Left line
for the sections of the C. I. 1he atiacks of the Kights upon the
tactics of the Tarty were especially malicious and injurious to
the Tarty during the Ruhr st:uggle, where the Rights were
objectively supporting the struggle of the social democrats
against the str.ke comm’ttees which were establishei by and
stood unie: the leadership of the Iarty. With regard to the
con-iliators who are grouping rouni Ewert-Meyer, they omitted,
even in this s:tuation, to support the strugg'e of the Party
against the Right danger. On the contrary they went over 0
the attack upon the I'arly leadership and thereby formed, ob-
jectively, a bloc with tie liquidato.y Rights agza.nst the Tarty.

The p-econdition for the further advance of the C. P. G.
which is in the miist of the struggle for the leadership of the
working masses, in the direct siruggle against a sirong aul
deeply-rooted social democracy is nol only to comdat i 'eo’ogicaily
but also to dr've out of the Farty such elemenis who are
alfemning to form a new paty within the Party ani are
forming a b ilge to social democracy. In this connection it is
politica.ly necessary that the “conciliators’ be piainly conironted
w.th having fo choose between the liquidators and the Iarty.

The Tolit-Bureau of the C. P. of Norway therclore entirely
approves the Open Letter of the Comintern of December 19,
1623, which signaiises the inicnsified siruggle against the op-
poriunist kight danger, ani also approves the expulsion of the
anii-1 arty Right fraction leaders.

I'roceeding from the experiences of recent timws and in con-
nection with the changes in the tactics of the social democracy of
Norway ani of the {rade union bureaucracy, the T'oit-Burcau
cmzhasiscs ihe international s.gnifizance of the Open Letter.
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Expulsion of Brandler and
Thalheimer from the C. I». 8. U.
Moscow, 29th January 1929,

The following decision of the Ceatral Control Commission
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union has been published:

Having regard to the fact that Brandler and Thalheinier
openly oppose the decisions of the fifth and sixth Congresses
ot the Communist Inlernational ani of the fourth congress of
the Red In.e.national of Labour Unions, that they have refused
to cease their fractional work which they are stiil carrying on
in the Communist Tarty of Germany, despite the fact that they
are members of the Communist Tarty of the Soviet Union, anl
that they answered the inquiry of the Ceniral Control Commis-
sion as to wheiher they we.e preparcd to submit tc the conditions
set up by the Executive Committee of the Commun’st International
with regard {o the Right wingers in the Communist [ arty of
Germany, by declaring in a letter of 15th January 1929, ‘that
they refused to cease their fractional activities, the Central Control
Commiission is convinced that such an attitude towards the de-
cisions of the Communist Inte national ani of the R. I. L. U. and
the continuation ol the fractional work is incomoatib’e with
membersh:p of the Communist Tarty, and has decided to expel
Srqn;ﬂer and Thalheimer from the Comunun st Party of the Soviet

nion. - -

A

~IN THE R. 1. L. U. |

Canference of the International
Propaganda and Agitation
Committee of the Revolutionary

b Miners.

At the end of January there took place a ccnference of the
. P. A, C. of the revoluticnary miners, at which the miners of
Great Britain, France, Belgium, Germany, Poland, Czeclo-
slovakia ani ilie Soviet Union were represented. It appeared from
the reports submitted to the conference that in the mining in-
dustries of all countries c'ass confliicts are becoming midre acute.
In or ler to carry on the competitive fight which is being waged
among the intividual coal-producing countries, rationalisaiion
is everywhere being continued by mining capital in a more
drasiic form, This is leading to an intolerable state of afiairs
for miners..

In view ol these facts the counference was also able to record
that within the last few years the niners have been iaking up
a decisive allitude of defence against the methols of exploitation.
The passivity which was caused in some measure by the defeat
of the British miners in the year 1926 ani was observable
among the miners of all countries during the year 1027, can be
regarded as a thing of the past.

Under the lealership of the revolutionary miners’ section
of the International Workers Federaiion the Crech m'ners carried
on sirike siruggles in the vear 1623 for increases in their
wages, anl, in snite of rcformist sabotage, these were brought
to a successiul close for the miners. In the North-West-Bohem an
coal ficlds the aftack of the coal owncrs upen the six-hour shift
on Sajurdavs was successfully parried and an increase in wages
was aitained.

The circumstance that a wave of strikes of the miners is
rising is also shown by the strike of the French miners of the
I.oire Basin and the Basin of the Gard. For the first time the
revolutionary vaniruard succecled under the guidance of the
unitary miners’ union in leading the miners inio the fight in
spite of the strong reformist influence. Even though the re-
formists succeeded on-e more, in conjunction with the power of
the State, police, milifary and a state of siege, in organising
strike-breaking, so that the miners were forced to resume work
without malerial success, the strike must not be unierest'ma‘ed,
because it demonstrates the growing fighting sgpirit of the mining
prolctariat.

The conference also dealt thoroughly with the role played
by reformist trade-union bureaucracy in ihe miners’ fights, Here
again it was ascertained that there is no difference between the
reformists of the various countries. In the fighis in Czecho-
slovgl_ﬂa, as also in France, they have remainel true 1o their
tradition, stood by the coal owners and sabofaged the demands
of the miners.

The activity of reformist bureaucracy of the miners’ unions
of Germany and Great Britain is strikinzly anti-Labour. Splitting
tactics are applied ruthlessly in these couniries. In Germany not
only are individual expulsions reso-ted to, whole district ad-
munistrations are deprived of their functions for making wage
demands against the will of the executive or not submiitting

rompily to its dictatorial behests. All proletarian democracy
1s excluded from these unions. This course on the part of the
refo.mists compels the revolutionary miners to wage the or-
ganised fight against the reformist splitters with all the means
at their disposal in order to prevent the bureaucracy from
destroying the miners' unions,

An imporifant point, which was treated at the conference, was
the present coal crisis. There was a long report upon coniitions
in the various couniries and upon the causes of the coal crisis.
A resolution, proposed ani adopted, called the attention of the
miners to the dangers which lie in the reformist demand for
remedying the coal crisis. As is well known, the reformisis
desire to overcome the coal crisis by distributing the coal
markets and form.ng an infernational coal syniicate. 1he con-
ference stated that under capitalist economy such a solution could
only be in the interests of international coal capital and should.
therefore, be strenuously opposed.

In regard to the demand that there should be convoked a

“world conference of the miners of all couniries irresnective of

organisation and allegiance to an infernational, with the object
of preparing a fight in all countries for the shortening of working
hours, the iniroduction of seven-hour shilts, the increasing ol
wages and the raising of the standard of ljving, the conference
called upon the revolutionary orgauisations and the minorities
in all countries to increase in this sense the work and continue
with all their power the work among the miners.

IN THE CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES |

Albert Thomas in China.
By Tang Shin She.

Albert Thomas, head of the International Labour Office in
Geneva is very fond of travelling. His last spring trip to Rome
to visit Mussolini and the Fascist trade unions will still De
recalled. Last November he executed a further difiicult job during
his journey through China: he hailed the murder of hundreds
oi thousands of workers and peasants by the Kuomintang
generals.

On the 21st of November M. Thomas paid great tribute in
Peking to the big speech of Peh Tsuang Tuhi, who on Aprii
12th, 1927 dissolved the Chinese trade unions in Shanghai ani
had thousands of workers shot with machine guns and later he
declared that he himself was also an opponent of Marxism. In
a conversation with the reporter of the newspaper “Sun Pao”
in Shanghai, he expressed himself as fcliows:

“As far as | have been able to see in China, the lives
of Chinese workers and capita'ists are on the same level.
There are no class differences. The business people desc-ibe
themselves as the bourgeoisie; that does not coincide with
facts. That the workers regard the business people even as
capifalists is completely ridiculous. Taking all things to-
gether, Sun-Yat-Senism alone is in a position to solve ali
difficult questions for China. The class war has absolutely
no value for this country.”

In a speech made to the official trade unions of Peking
Thomas stated:

“The Chinese workers must submit unreservedly to the
doctrine of Sun-Yat-Sen, which says that it is first of all
necessary to increase proiluction, after which the question
of equal distribution can be discussed.” (All taken from the
Shanghai “Sun Pao” of November 22nd. 1928,

It
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When Thomas said that he, like the bloody generals of
Feh Tsung Tuhi, is' an opponent of Marxism, he was at least
‘peaking the truth. -

That there are no class differences in Chinese society, that
‘e standard of living is the same for employer an1 worker, was
wver main!ained by anybody before Thomas; this idea never
even occurred to his, collegue Sauerwein, the agent of capitalists
or a revision of
wven that famous colonial resolution of his own Second Infer-
aitional, passed by the Brussels Congress, which aimits that
capitalism was created in China through foreign intervention.

Thomas has already fulfi'led his mission in Peking; in
\anking he is aitending to formal engagements. He is nego-
iaing with the Nanking Minister of Industry and Commerce in
egard to- three points:

1. He has requested the Nanking Government to acknow-
eige all the resolutions of the Geneva Labour Office. The

" Nanking Government might reserve the right to create for China

1 special labour law corresponding to the standard of living in
China.

2. He proposed that China should send to the session of the
:nernational Labour Office in the year 1929 a complete dele-
gaton, consisting of two representatives of the Government, one
of Labour and one of the employers.

3. He requested the Nanking Government to foster the co-
operative movement in China.

Finally he called upon the Nanking Government to lend
s support to the Geneva Labour Office and to create a branch
ofiice” in China. 'When the Chinese demanded the resolutions of
“ze Geneva Labour Office should be resnected not only by Chinese
mdustrialists but also by foreign employers and those in the
foreign concessions, Thomas replied that he himself would sneak
o the authorities in question. It would be best if the Chinese
workers would co-operate with the workers of the countries in
question. ractically speaking, Thomas therefore declined to ful-
9l his duty as head of the Geneva Labour Ofice, namely. to
vork for the Chinese workers. His only wish was that the
Chinese workers should get into touch with the reformists; in
«ther words, he wishes to introduce reformism into China at
1y price, so that it can cont'nue cultural work for the imperia-
ists in place of the missionaries.

The bloody Kuomintang generals were conipletely satisfied
»ith Thomas. Peh Tsung Tshi regarded his trip to China of
extraordinary significance to that country.

“Through his method the influence of the III. Inter-
nat'onal will wane. By this means a great work of peace
will be done on the international plane.” (Peking “Shuntien
Shijh” of November 27th, 1928.)

ln view of his speeches and actions Thomas has been mosi
heartily received by the Chinese bourgeoisie and the forcizn
capitalists in China, When he arrived in Shanghai the Merchants’
Union of the Pacific Ocean (the organisation of the big Chinese

al foreign business people) gave a banquet in his honour;

when he left Shanghai a farcwell banquet was given by ihe
toaur important Chambers of Commerce in Shanghai. The im-
perialist Press in China was loud in his praise. From November
{h to December 3rd the Kuomintang generals conducted him
:round with music and escorts of troops irom station o station
ini from banguet fo banquet. Thomas was accompanied to the
banquets only by a few yellow trade-unjon leaders; the Chinese
~orkers greeted him with strikes. When he It Peking it was
the tramway workers who struck, and in Shanghai the muni-
cipal workers in the French Concession went on strike. The
rc?:rmist doctrine of peace between employers and workers was
fatlv reiected by the Chinese workers.

PROLETARIAN WO~EN'S MOVEMINT

The Result of the London “Rego”
Strike. a
By A. B. Elsbury (London).

. The strike of the 600 clothing workers at the Rego iactory
in London attracted national attention because of the following
features in connecticn with it.

1. It was the first strike of any large dimensions, apart
from the miners, which has taken place since the passing of
the repressive Trades Dispute Act by the Baldwin government.

2. The leadership of the strike was of a militany lcft-wing
character facing the opposition of the national officials of the
Garment Workers' Un.on.

3. The strikers were mostly young fcmale workers who
have always been the most difficult fo organise.

4. The duration of the stiike without national unjon sup-
po:rt. It commenced on October $th and lasted until the end oi
the year, )

The Rego clohting factory is #un in connection with a large
string of relail shops in Lortdon and is an extremely prosperous’
concern. The profils on the oiiginal caypiial of the firm have
been as high as 63%; but this was disguised by means of the
distribution of bonus shares.

The wages of the workers csn be judged from the following;

Adult piece-worker, 49 hours. Average from April to Oc-
tober, 28 shillings per week. Girl, aged 16, simi'ar average.
11 shil'ings and 6 pcnce. Time worker, 20 weeks work.
24 shillings.

Oui of these wages the expenses amounted to 4/0d tor
fares, 3/— dinners wid 154 was. Numerous girls had (o pay
7d. to 1/— per day in fares and, afier 2'. or 3 days work.
drew 3/— or 4/— for ihe whole time they wcre working.

The organisation cafering for these workers is the Tailors
& Garment Workers’ Trade Umicn with hcadquarters in Leeds.

It is allilialed to the Ansterdamn Intzrnational ani, out of an

income for 1920 of £ 30487, cxpended in Dispute Pay £ 138,

The London Branch of thc Union, with an Organiser. who

is a Communist, has for long becn a thorn in the sides of the
ztional ofiicicls, by reasop of its pursuance of a mililam
poicy. The trouble of the London Brancii with the Rego came
to a head when the firm refused to mect the London Orguniser
to discuss workers’ complaints and a mass meeting of (he
workers decided to strike on October St for Union recogcnition.

~ On the 7th a jull meeting of the National Fxecuiive was
held in London to meet the London Branch Conumitiee and
decided, after meeting them, that {hey “wcre unable to give a

. decis’on at the moment (to sanction the strike) ani wiil furiher

consider the situation at the end of the coming weck’, Verbally,

- howcver, they wished the London Commuitee, “good luck!™,
By =

conveying the impression that their official support was im-
pending,

To the dismay of the strikers they were acquainted on the
13th by the National Executive from Leels that “sanction” had
been totully refused on the excuse of pending negotintions ior
a National Agreement. The London Committer was thus faced
with the aiternative of “calling-ofi” the strike anl probabh
smashing the London organisation or to contfinue it unoitizially.
They decided to continue and set up an apparatus lo co'ledt
the large amount of strike pay necessary cach week. Appeals
ware sent out throughout the country not only by the London
Committee but also by various left wing organisations inclu-
ding the National Minority Movenient and Young Communist
League who had come to their aid.

Unaware of the unofficial character of the strike even the
“Daily Herald” gave support for some time. The strikers them-
selves in the meantime built up machinery for collecting finances
and made spectacalar marches, led by their London oft.cia.s,
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in all parts of London. They accumulated a reperioire of strike
songs with words set to topicat and revolut.onary tunes an.d
became known as “The Rego Singing S.rikers”. They a.tend.d
all large meeetings and even forcad heir way inio a scaatuy
attended Demonsiration addressed by Ramsey MacDonad i
the Ailbert Hail wheie they sang and took up a coilection on
behalf ol the strike funds. The striking girls, besides picce ing
the numcrous retail Regzo shops and bringing their trade almosl
to a standstll, took collections ar all the biy work cemuraes
they could reach, Docks, Bus Garages, Printing Works, etc.
where the support they obtainad, despite frequent poiice m.er-
ierence, was aiwiys ygenerous, .

Branches of other Trads Uaions also aid2d materially by
sending donations and gree.dnys, but he largest single donation
came from the Russian Needle-workers’” Trade Union which
sent along a gilt of over £ 200, a lesson in interna.onal sa.i-
darity which considerablv afieced the girls. By these in.ans,
tozether with a levy of 5% vo.unizered by he London m.m_er-
ship, the strike pay was maintained to the custoinary Un.on
{evel throughout the three mon.hs ot the dispute.

The * Morning Post”, the organ of British aristocracy,
made a bitter attack on the Communist leadership of the str.ke
and had to face an indignant deputation ol the girl strikers
which caused them to moderate thzir tone, Then the National
Executive issu2d a repudiation of th2 strike throush the Union
organ, which was eagerly taken up by thz Labour and Capiia.ist
press and by the Rego who werz now sulfering from tha effccts
of the pickeiing, as was evidenced by the “laying-off” both
blacklegs and Union Cutters who were working with them

Strikers were fined and severely lectured by magistrates
tor alleged offences against blackiegs.

The National Officials held a me22ting with the employers’
Federation on Deac. 12th and, over the h:ads of the strikers and
-London Committee, drew up a *“3:t'lement” which was a virtual
surrender wi.h victimisation. This th2 strikers unanimously re-
jected when it was placed before them for approval.

-singing their strike songs and refused to listen for a moment

As Chrisimas approached the firm, in desperation, asked
for an Injunction in he tegai Courts against the * Picketing and
Intimidation” of the s.rikers. Aher several hearings the London
Orgamser and Secretary agreed to withdraw the pickets only |
on condition of an early mseiing with the Rego representatives. ¥

On December 21st this was held and the Shorthand Rzport
of 117 large pazes disp.ays the manoeuvrings of the National [
Officials (who were present, fogether with ithose of the em-
ployers’ Federation) to effzct a new settlement on the basis of
that of Deczmbir 12.h. Thar obvious tackc was fc ensure |
that the London officials present should not obtain more ior
the strikers than thair own aboriive setilement of the 12th would
have effected. But thz London officials were adamant and, aiter
a pre.rac.ed discussion, secured not only compicte “recognition”
for the fu.ure to the Londoa Branch but also most expl.cit assu-
rancas agains! any vic.inusation of the strikers. In other wori:
a victory in the dispute.

The strikers marched back to work in the bast of spirits |

to the Union’s Na.ional Woman Organiser who had been s:nt
to the factory to address tham. They demanded irom her wher:
she had been during the months of the stnike and sant her away
in tears.

The labour and capifalist press has, unanimously, refusad to
give adaquate reporis of thz victory with the result that aid is
siill bzing offered fo the strikers a month alter its successiul
termination. A London candidat: for the National Execufive has :
just been elected by th: membership from whom are cominy
demands for the resignation of the National Ofiicials.

The Rego viciory has given a considerable impetus not only
to the forward movemant amongst British Garmant workers but
also to the young workers in cther trades who have already

conducted several lighining-s.rikes for better comditions with
succass.
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