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NOTIFICATION RE THE XII PLENUM OF 
THE E.C.C.I. 

T HE X II Plenum of the Executive Commit­
tee of the Communist International took 

place in Moscow at the beginning of September. 
The following reports were considered by the 

X II Plenum : 
1. Report of Comrade Kuusinen on the inter­

national situation and the tasks. of the sections of 
the Communist International. 

2. Report of ( 'omradc Thalmann (C. P. (~er­

many) on the lessons of economic strikes and 
the struggle of the unemployed; also joint reports 
by Comrade Lenski (C. P. Poland) and Comrade 
Gottwald (C. P. Czecho-Slovakia) on the strike 
movement and the struggle of thL' unemployed 
in Poland and Czecho-Slovakia. 

3· Report of Comrade Okano (C.P. japan) on 
the tasks of Communists in the struggle again~t 
ampcrialist war and military intervention, in con­
nection with the war which has commenced in the 
Far East. 

4· Report by Comrade l\lanuilsky on Social­
ist construction in the U.S.S.R. in connection 
with the completion of the First Five Year Plan 
and the proposed fundamental principles of the 
Second Five Y car Pt.an. 

The Plenum received information from Com­
rade Bela Kun on the forthcoming fiftieth anni­
ver~ary of the tlcath of Karl Marx (March 13, 
1933) and instructed the Presidium of the 
E. C. C. I. to prepare and carry on a mass cam­
paign to popularise Marxism-Leninism in connec­
tion with this anniversarv. 

The Plenum elected supplementary members to 
the Presidium and endorsed the financial report 
of the E.C.C.I. 

All the decisions of the Plenum were unanimous. 
The theses, resolutions and decisions of the 

XII Plenum of the E.C.C.I. are being published 
simultaneously with the present statement. 

PouT-SEcRETARIAT OF THE E.C.C.I. 

A PLENUM OF PREPARATION FOR DIRECT BATTLES 
FOR POWER, FOR THE DICTATORSHIP OF 

THE PROLETARIAT 
(The XII 1-'lellum uf the E.C.C.l.) 

T HE theses, of the XII Plenum of the 
E.C.C.I. on the international situation state 

that "the sharpening- of the general crisis of 
capitalism is proceeding with enormous strides 
which arc carrying this crisis to a new slaJ.:'e, 
that a "definite change" is evident in the develop­
ment of the general crisis of capitalism, that "tltc 
cud ()f the relal i<•e stabilisation of capitalism has 
come." that "a directly-revolutionary situation 
has not arisen in the most importanti and decisivL' 
capitalist countries," but that "what is taking· 
place at the present moment is the transition to 
a new round of big dashes between classes and 
between states, a new round of wars and revolu­
tions.'' 

\Vhat arc the ue·w features in the inte~national 
situation compared with the situation that pre­
\·ailed at the time of the XI Plenum, which en­
abled the XI Plenum of the Comintern to advancL' 
the remarkably important and very significant 
thesis of the end of the partial stabilisation nf 

capitalism. 
One new feature is that "in certain extrcmeh· 

important key-points the antagomstic forces are 
<drcady becoming unleashed for the conflict."* 

Another new feature is that "in the relation of 
forces between the Socialist and capitalist worlds 
then~ has taken place a tremendous chang-t-> '' 
The U.S.S.R. has finally consolidated its Social­
ist position and the Second Five-Year Plan pro­
vides for the final liquidatiOn of classes. At the 
same time, at the other pole, the economic crisis 
has become St) extremely acute that even outside 
the Communist camp, the masses are beginning 
tn h~conw convinced that the rule of decaying 
monopolist capital now "makes it extremely 
difficult for the economic crisis to be solved in 
the period usual for capital by means of free 
competition" and that these tremendous difficul­
ties, in view of the growth of the revolutionary 
upsurge, are now "driving the bourgeoisie along­
the path of the violent solution of antagonisms 
both at home and on the international arena.'' 

*.\ll tlw \\'urds gi\'t'n in t(Uutatiun marks are taken from 
the thC'sis and resolutions uf tlw XII Plenum ol' thl' 
E.( '.l'.l., unl••ss otlwr\\'iSt' stat••tl. 
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Another new feature is the unprecedented 
sharpening of antagonisms between the predatory 
imperialists, so that these antagonisms are now 
more acute than they were on the eve of 1914. 
The Young Plan has broken down. The Ver­
sailles system is in a state of crisis. Germany, 
vanquished by imperialism, demands equality in 
armaments. On this basis, the antagonisms be­
tween Germany and France and .also between 
Germany and Poland over the Prussian Corridor 
and Danzig, are becoming more acute. The 
seizure of Manchuria by Japan which was the 
"beginning of a new world imperialist war" 
destroyed the former agreement between the 
U.S.A., Japan and England on the distribution ot 
spheres of influence jn China. The Washington 
Agreement has broken down. A mihtary conttkt 
is maturing between the U.S.A. and Japan. A 
wave ot chauvinism and nationalism is sweeping 
through the whole capitalist world. ''A new 
imperialist war has become a direct danger.'' 

Another new feature is that with Japan's seiz­
ure of Manchuria, the preparations for interven­
tion against the U.S.S.R. "have entered a new 
phase.'' The centre of military intervention has 
shifted to Manchuria, which, by the efforts of 
Japanese 1mpenalism supported by France has 
lx~en converted into a jumping-off ground for an 
attack on the U.S.S.R. The danger of direct 
intervention ho7.•ered and still hovers 07JP.r the 
U.S.S.R. 

Another new feature is that the crisis in the 
sn-ealled "era of bourgeois democracy" is enter­
ing a new stage, as is shown by the establishment 
of "a form of the Fascist dictatorship in 
Germany.'' 

Another new feature is that "the further 
strengthening of political reaction and the 
Fascisation of the state" not only fails to C.)n· 

solidate the rule of the bourgeoisie, but on the 
contrary is accompanied by "a contraction of the 
basis of bourgeois rule and disintegrations in it 
of fissures and manifestations." "In countries 
where the Fascist dictatorship existed before the 
world economic crisis, a process of disin­
tegration of Fascism is observed as a conse­
quence of the growing revolutionary upsurge 
(Poland, Jugo-Slavia, Italy)" and in the countries 
where the Fascisation of the state is now rising 
to a higher stage, as in Germany, friction and 
eonfticts arc al!'o ari~ing and becoming acute in 
the camp of the ruling bourgeoisie behind the 
screen of the Fascist dictatorship. The Papen­
Schleicher government is a definite form of the 
Fascist dictatorship for which the path was pre­
pared by Social-Democracy and the Party of the 
Centre, and which was established with the help 
of the Reichswehr, the "Steel Helmets" and the 

National Socialists. It is the Fascist dictatorship 
of the magnates. of finance capital, acting in close 
allianc(~ with the agrarians and with the Reich­
~wchr Militarists. But right from the very start 
this close alliance began to show serious fissures. 
A struggle is going on between the heavy indus­
try of tht~ Rhine and Westphalia, and the Chenli­
cal Combine, which is comparatively muC'h less 
affecteci by the crisis. A stl'uggle is going un 
between these two and the South German 
Agrarians. This internal squabbling in the camp 
of the bourgeoisie found expression in the disso­
lution of the Reichstag. The elements of disin­
tegration arc even more apparent in the mas~ 
movement of the national Fascists, which is being 
washed away on two sides--on the one hand, the 
bourgeoisie cannot make up their minds to allow 
Hitler to take power so as not to compromise its 
reserves, and Hitler, who not long ago was call­
ing for a march on Berlin, is carrying out the will 
of heavy industry and the Papen Governn1ent, 
which subsidise him. On the other hand, in 
some of the detachments of the Fascist "stom1 
troops'' there is growing dissatisfaction with the 
big capitalist policy of Hitler, in other detach­
ments there is dissatisfaction with his "legalism,, 
and they are beginning to mutiny against the 
H.ftleritc leadership. Ali the same time, the 
heterogeneous Fascist movement which was 
forged as and still is a sharp weapon for the 
counter-revolutionary offensive of the bourgeoisie 
is being affected by elements of disintegration 
which are weakening the bourgeois dictatorship. 
"The further development or breakdown of this 
dictatorship depends on the revolutionary 
struggle of the working class against Fascism ii1 
all its forms.'' 

A very symptomatic feature of the end of the 
relative stabilisation of capitalism is the new pro­
cess which has arisen in the ranks of Social­
Democracy as a result of the undermining of the 
position of the aristocracy of labour on the one 
hand 1 and the growth of the revolutionary upsurgt· 
on the other hand. ''The mass influence of the 
Social-Fascists in almost all countries has dec1ined, 
but the manreuvre~ adopted by them are alJ 
the more energetic and varied,'' as for example : 
heading strikes for the purpose of beheading 
them; in some cases they even declare demon­
stratiYf> general strikes; their fake struggle­
against Fascism, for peace in defence of the 
LT.S.S.R.; the resignation of the British I.L.P. 
from the Labour Party, the talk of the Seine 
Federation of the French Socialist Party about a 
united anti-war front with the Comintern and the 
R.I. L. U ., etc. 

In addition to these manreU\-res in which the 
"lf>ft" Social-Democrats especially c::xce1, Social-
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l>emocracy as a whole in reality supports and 
ideologically covers up the modern parasitic 
crisis policy of the financial oligarchy and its in­
creased war preparations. They conceal the 
policy of state subsidies to bankrupt capitalist 
enterprises at the expense of the toiling masses 
in the name of "state capitalism," and the leaders 
of the Second International even defend the arch­
reactionary projects of forced labour, and con­
ceal this with mendacious talk about establishing 
''Socialism'' under the bourgeois state and by its 
hands. This combination of the vilest reaction­
ary policy with far-reaching "left" demagogy by 
Social-Fascism is extremely symptomatic for the 
end of the stabilisation of capitalism. 

But the chief, the most fundamental feature 
characterising the end of the relative stabilisation 
of capitalism and its direct cause is the degYee of 
development and the spread of the revol11tionary 
mass upsurge and the fotlus which thi.s is taking 
at the pyese11t time. 

In his speech at the Plenum,* Comrade Manuil­
sky dealt in detail with those new features of 
modern conditions which characterise the end of 
the stabilisation of capitalism. We should direct 
our attention most particularly to the character 
of the present revolutionary upsurge. 

"In China there is at present a revolutionary 
situation.'' The Soviet movement is developing 
there. The heroic Chinese Red Army has already 
repulsed four Kuomintang campaigns against it 
and is now driving back the fifth. Simultane­
ously, a mass upsurge of the anti-imperialist 
struggle is going on in China. "In the ncar 
future Japan may find itself in the circumstances 
of revolutionary crisis." Revolution is taking 
place in. Spain and at the present time the mass 
movement is seething .. and showing tendencies to 
develop into an armed revolt of the people. 
Poland is "dosely approaching a revolutionary 
crisis." There, "a wave of m·ass strikes, numer­
ous militant popular actions and the rise of the 
new wave of national revolutionary struggles" 
are sweeping the country. Comrade Lensky 
characterised the situation in Poland in his 
speecht as follows:-

"A widespread strike movement in conjunction with 
other acute forms, is now the fundamr.ntal ·link of the 
revolutionary upsurge. This link has enabled our Party 
to puJt the whole chain of mass struggles. . . . :\ 
new period of political strikes interwoven with l'Conomic 
strikes is commencing. And this is now the main 
feature of thf> de\·elopmen[ of the proletarian movement 
in Poland. It is true that this inter-weaving is stilt 
weak .. ~ but the fundamental tendency which is 
making its way to the front f>uts the question of the 
mass ret1olutionary strilee on the order of the day, as a 

•see page 6oo.-Ed. 
tSee No. 19 (193:2) "C. I." 

\\'('<tpon for the hegemony of the proletariat in the 
struggle of the toiling millions." 
While thus ·showing how Poland is .. closely 

approaching a revolutionary crisis,'' Comrade 
Manuilsky at the same time correctly emphasised : 

''If owever, there can be no doubt that the key-~Joint 
of the extremely uneven growth of the international 
proletaricm revolution is Germany." 
RccentJy Fascism has grown in Germany more 

rapidly than the revolutionary movement of the 
proletariat. But our German Communist Party 
has succeeded in developing anti-Fascist defence 
corps on the basis of a broad, united front from 
below, in which a considerable number of our 
comrades have displayed remarkable heroism, 
and as a result of which our Party obtained 
s.Joo,ooo votes at the elections. The heroism 
displayed by our Party cadres in Germany was 
proved a year earlier by the fact that 18,000 Red 
candidates were put forward at the elections for 
the factory committees in. response to the Party's 
appeal in spite of victimisation and tremendous 
unemployment. That our German Party is 
lagging behind, however, is proved by the fact 
that it has been unable to develop a strike move­
ment in reply to the Emergency Decrees. This, 
in addition to the insufficient initiative shown, 
was the cause of the fact that, on July 2oth, when 
the Fascist coup took place in Prussia, the call 
for a general strike which was properly issued 
by our Party met with no response, in spite of 
the favourable situation. But our German Com­
munist Party has fully realised its weakness and 
at the present time a wave of strikes is sweeping 
o.ver Germany, although they are still compara­
ttvely small. The path of the German revolution 
is not a smooth one. The struggle there will be 
desperate, because great forces are concentrated 
on both sjdes of the barricade. But under the 
leadership of our Party the German proletariat is 
already beginning to pass from defence to the 
counter-offensive. That is why a revolutionary 
cns1s is rapidly approaching in Germany. 

In Czecho-Slovakia the wave of the strike 
movement is rapidly rising. There, a general 
strike of miners took place in North Bohemia, 
and a revolutionary movement of the workers and 
peasants is in progress in Carpathian Ukraine. 
In Belgium, a miners' strike broke out unex­
pectedly. In Great Britain the strike of the 
s.1.ilors in the navy broke out in the autumn of 
1931, an event unparalleled in British history, 
which was accompanied by great demonstrations 
of workers, and now a strike movement has burst 
out in Lancashire. In France, big strikes 
occurred in the north. In Holland, the strike at 
Tvent. In France, our Party achieved great suc­
cesses in its· agitation, in the struggle against 
the air manreuvres, in the preparations for the 
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Amsterdam Anti-War Congress, in the agitation 
in connection with the Gorgulov trial, etc. But 
our French Party is still very weak in its struggle 
for the everyday interests of the workers, ~md 
has not yet completely eliminated anarcho-syndi­
calist ideas. Therefore, the movement is still 
weak in; an organisational sense. ••Jn -India and 
the Latin-American countries the development of 
the revolutiomtry crisis is delayed above all by the 
poor organisation of the proletariat and the im­
maturity of the Communist Parties.'' 

The revolutionary crisis is growing unevenly, 
but everywhere there is a growth of the revolu­
tionary upsurge. The uneven dt!velopment of tht! 
revolutionaFy movement and the fact that even 
such countries as France, (ireat Britain and the 
U.S.A. are laggjng behind does not mean that 
the revolution must wait for those who arc behind, 
must keep pace with the slowest, as the oppor­
tunists think. Uneven development is the law of 
imperialism. Comrade Stalin long · ago spoke of 
this law as follows : 

"The further tlevelopml'nt of the world n~volut iun 
will most lil,cly proct·l'tl nut by maturin~ equally in all 
imperialist countril's, hut by some countries ~etting 
ahead of otlwrs, by ·tJw impt•rialist chain brt!uldn~ first 
of all at C«.'rtain of it:; \n•al,est linl,s." 
A characteristic feature of the end of partial 

Mabilisa.tion is the revolutionary form and the 
intensity of the strike movement which is now 
sweeping the whole capitalist world, and its com­
bination with political mass actions. The theses 
on the international situation advance a postulate 
which those ••tcftists," who are now conceHling 
their opportunist passivity by sneering at strikes 
in support of partial demands, would do well to 
ponder over. The theses state : rr Under the ClHl"' 

ditions of the emi of capitalist stabilisation mzd 
the extreme tzar·ro•witlg of the material basis vf 
rejormism, the stru~:~:le for the elementary needs 
of the masses brings them into conflict with the 
very foundations of capitalism." ·It is this that 
gives the present strike movement the features 
which were noted in the other resolution of the 
XII Plenum, whibh says : 

"The economic struggle of the proletariat is assuminJ,! 
more and more ' a n·,·olutionary character, and com­
binin~ in many casc•s with the various t-lemcnts and 
forms of political actions is at the present stage in the 
overwhclmin~ majority of capit<tlist countries, tlw 
fundametJtal .link fol{ lf'ading the masses to the forth­
comin~ bi~ rt-volutionary battles." 

The strike movement of the workers is rousing 
a strong response among the broad masses of the 
toiling population, owing to its extent and its 
militant character (clashes with the police, the 
gendarmes and the troops); it is rousing their 
sympathy for the fighting proletariat; it is giving 
an impetus to the development of the revolution­
ary movement of the peasants (Poland) and is 

( 

attracting a fairly extensive section of the urban 
petty-bourgeoisie to the side of the proletariat 
(Poland, Czecho-Slovakia). 

Under the conditions of the end of capitalist 
!';tabilisation, small economic strikes frequently 
grow into mass economic and political strikes. 
The question of the mass political strike was 
raised at the X Plenum of the E.C.C.I. But for 
a long time this slogan hung in the air. It is now 
far easier to carry it into etlect because the work­
ing masses in some countries have already been 
prepared for it by general economic strikes nnd a 
number of political strikes. 

It would be absolutely wrong and opportunistic 
to regard the present growth of the revolutionary 
upsurge only as a spontaneous process. The 
rapid growth of the influence of the Communist 
Parties has bt!en especially characteristic and 
especially noteworthy in the past year. The 
membership of the Communist Parties is rapidly 
rising, the number of votes obtained by Com­
munists at elections is rapidly increasing,- and, 
what is particularly important, tlze orJ:tmisatimwl 
rule vf the Communist Parties lws hegrm to gro•w 
appreciably. The numerical strength of the sec­
t ions of the Comintern, not counting tlw 
C.P.S.U., has practically doublecl in the course 
of a single year, from sso,ooo to 914,000. Still 
more rapid has been the increase in the number 
of votes cast for Communis.ts at elections. Jn 
Germany for the three months, April 24 to July 
21, the number of votes given for the Communist 
Party increased almost by a mimon and in the 
Reichstag elect ions, when the Party had to fight 
under most difficult conditions and was under 
threat of suppression, it polled 5,3oo,ooo votes. 
In Bulgaria, our Party has already won over the 
majority of the working class and a considerable 
section of the peasants. In Sophia, it received 
a relative majority of votes at the municipal 
elections and an absolute majority of scats. In 
Greece, our Party gained many victories in the 
elections, etc. 

As we have already mentioned, tar more Im­
portant is the fact that some of our Parties, dur­
ing the last year, have successfully come forward 
in the role of leaders of the de&•elopin~: ma.s.~ 
movement. In regard to China, Comrade Van­
'Ming explained at the Plenum amidst thunders 
of applause that the successes of the Chinese 
Communist Party are measured not merely by the 
increase in the membership, but by the rapid 
growth in the number of divisions in the Red 
Army and the victories obtained by it on the 
battlefield. The Red Army of the Chinese Soviets 
already consists of twenty-six army corps in 
addition to fifteen independent divisions of local 
g-arrisons and mass military organisations and 
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also a well-armed (i.P.C. The successes of our 
small but heroic Japanese l 'ommunist Party arc 
of an especially specific character. Under the 
conditions of Japan's war against China, our 
Party eourageously put forward defeatist slogans 
<llld led the militant activity of the workers, 
peasants, soldien and stmients, in spite of tlw 
military and police h..'rror. This is a new and un­
precedented phenomenon in the history of the 
wars of Japanese imperialism. 

In the majority of capitalist countries where 
there is not yet a re\"olutionary situation but 
where the .prerequisites for a revolutionary crisis 
are maturmg, and where there is no war, the 
measure of the success of the Communist Parties 
is their leading r61e in mass activity. We have 
already noted the great success of the (Ierman 
Com~unist Pnrty in its anti-Fascist campaign 
orgamsed on the basis of the united front from 
below. We should especially n'otc the heroic mass 
self-defence work in Alt()na. But the most dis­
tinctive and promising examples arc those Com­
munist Parties which have undermined the inftu­
~ncc of the ~ocial-Demonatic Party and reform­
ISt trade umons and which for the first time arc 
hcmling and successfulty leading. mass strikes, 
and raising them to a higher level. In this re­
spect, our Polish Commuuist Party tmdoubtedlv 
holds first place. It has not on/v cuutri7.•ed t~> 
fake ad'Ziatzlage of a '<'CY.\'

1 
fa'&•oural;le situatiou to 

ohtain the leadership of a 1lllllliler of IIi~: strikes 
de7.•eluped hy itself or de'&•rloped /Jv the Social­
Fascist Po/islz Socialist Party fu-r dcma[!OJ:ic 
rcasous, ''"' it hcu: also de'l·eloped great 'lftork iu 
tlt'e PoLish 'l•illa~:es 'i.l'ltcre tlte demeuts of tlte 
a~:rurian re·&•olution arc ulrcmly maturiHJ:. /11 
tlzis sense our Party iH C:;t•clw-Slo'Z'akia haiS also 
o/Jfaiued great success in leading the g-eneral 
strike in Brucks. E\'Cll our little Belgian Party, 
hy taking an active part in the general miners' 
strike, succeeded in increasing its influence 
among the masses to such an extent during the 
short time the strike lasted that it doubled its 
membership and increased the circulation of its 
paper sevenfold. 

Of course, if we leave (>Ut of account the Ruhr 
!'trike in Germanv and the strike of the Berlin 
metal workers in ·I93o-3 I, these arc only the first 
s uccesse.~ in obtaining the leadership of the mass 
movement on the basis of the eapable application 
of the tactics of the united front from below. If 
,,.,~ compare these successes with the possibilities 
which exist and the enormous tasks which now 
fac(.~ our Party, these successes must be regarded 
as unsatisfactory. l1p to the present, we have 
nor yet taken root in the hig factories where the 
df'cisive masses of the industrial proletariat are 

concentrated. \Y c hm·c not yet succeeded in con­
v<~rting- these enterprises into "fortresses of Com­
munism.'' 1 n the. reformist trade unions also our 
work is still extremely weak. \Vc must not 
allow ourselves to become dizzy with success, 
because certain of our Communist Parties for 
example, the An1erinm Communist Party,' arc 
now showing some improvement. But there can 
he no doubt that a certain change and a big 
cltange, has taken place in this respect during 
~h~ past year. .And it would be just as opportun­
IStic to deny th1s great advance <IS it would be to 
n~st on .our laurels-Comrade Pi.atnitsky illus-­
trated th1s advance extremely vividly at the X I I 
Plenum. Referring- to the speech delivered by a 
l·.zccho-Siovakian comrade, he said : "Compare 
h1s speech at the X I Plenum with his speech at 
this Plenum. Can the two speeches even be 
compared? In this matter it is life itself which 
is speaking-." And with regard to the speech of 
an Eng1ish comrade, he said: "Formerly, it was 
we who talked and he whu listened (and not only 
he), but now it is he who is speaking and we who 
nrc listening with satisfaction .... " The con­
ditions which we have described and which arc 
summed up in the words: "the end of the rela­
tive stabilisation of capitalism" caused the X II 
Plenum of the E.C.C.I. "to raise with the 
g-rt·atest sharpness the question of the fulfilment 
of the fundamental task of the· Communist Parties 
at the present time : The preparation of the 'work­
in~: class aHd the exploited nwsses ;, tlze course 
of the economic and political struggle for the 
fnrlflcomiu~r fi~llts: for po•wer, for the dictatorship 
uf tlte proletariat." The theses of the XII Plenum 
emph~sised that this fundamental task-the pre­
paration for the fight for power-will be decided 
.,in the course of the ecmwmic and political 
.f>fruggle." And this idea is repeated time after 
l'imc in the theses. In connection with the task 
of wini1ing over the majority of the working class, 
the theses say : 

"The main link which th£' Communist Parties must 
!\ei7.(' upon in solving this problem, is the struggle for 
the f'Vl'ryday Pconomic and political interests of thl' 
hroaJ massPs, against increasing poverty, against 
oppression, vioiPnce and tPrror ... only by rdying on 
thl' evPryday intPrests of the mass<>s can the Commun­
ist Partit·s dPfend and strengthen the position of thP 
workinj.! dnss, and Jpacf it up to ev<'r hi~her forms of 
~trugj.!IP and to decisi\'f• battles for thr dictatorship of 
tlw proiPtariat. When the f>roper conJitions l'Xist, the 
prPparation nnd cnlling of a mass political strike is one 
of tlw most csst>ntian nn<l immediate links in the• rt:>volu-
1 ionary !'tru~~lc• of the proletariat.'' 
1 n conclusion, in connection with the fierce 

offensive of the counter-revolution and the pre­
parations for intervention, the theses say :. 

"The sections of the C.l. must answer this challr:n~P 
of th,.. world hourj.!Poisi<' by intensifyin~ to tlw utmost 
their Rolshc\'ik work, hy hnstt•nin~ the rf"\'olutionisation 
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uf the broad masses, den·loping antJ l('ading tlw class 
stru~gks of tlw toilt·rs on the basis of the unitl'd front 
from lwlow, hy leading tlw worldn~ d:~ss to m:•ss 
political strilu·s, f'lc.'' 

Is it a new idea in the Communist I nternati5mal 
to carry on a ''struggle for the everyday economic 
and political interests of the broad masses" and 
"to develop and lead the class fights of the 
toilers"? No, this idea is not new. But it W<IS 
a new idea when the Plenum in putting forward 
the preparation of :the proletariat for decisive 
struggles for power as the main task at the pre­
sent time, emphasised in its resolutions, and it 
was emphasised in the speeches of many of the 
delegates from various countries, that at the pre­
sent stage the chief link in the preparations is 
the developme11t utz.d organisation of the ecorwmic 
and political struggles, which are inte1wo••en, aru.l 
raising tltem to the higher level of the mass politi­
cal strikes, subordinating .our propaganda~ to this 
c&.im. 

From the very beginning of the third post-war 
period, in view of the sharpening of the internal 
and external contradictions of capitalism, the 
Comintern advanced the slogan "class against 
class," and, at the same time, the slogan of the 
"independent leadership of class fights.·· How~ 
ever, our Party's successes in the independent 
leadership of class fights for a number of years 
were ¥ery small indeed. Therefore, in 1930, at 
the 16th Congress of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union, the reporter of the Russian delega­
tion in the E.C.C. I. raised this question in his 
concluding remark~ with great sharpnes~ and 
clearness. He said : 

"The facts show that in a number of countri<'s our 
Parties have learned quite wel1 how to organise the 
mass political actions and demonstrations of the 
workers. However, in the leadership of class battles, 
commencing with economic strikes, the successes of tlw 
Communist Parties are still insignificant. But, the 
organisation of class bc1ttles under the leadership of the 
Communist Parties is the basic task of the prt'sent 
period. Formerly, the work of the Communist Parties 
consisted mainly of agitation and propaganda, but now 
the centre of gravity has shifted to the organisation of 
class battles under Communist leadership. Only on 
this hasis, on the basis of the Bolshevik organisation of 
litrike struggJ.es and other forms of class struggles 
against attacking capital, can (and must) the Com­
munist Parties win authority among, and. the confidencf' 
of, tht> workers for Communist leadership in the whole 
of the revolutionary struggle of the proletariat." 
This waSt said in 1930. But little progress was 

made after this. A great deal was said, but very 
little was done in this sphere. This is noted in 
the thesis of the Plenum : 

"Tiwn· must bt..• dt>termined dissociation from right 
opportunist 'tailism' and from 'left' opportunist sub­
jectivism which wishes to substitute for the necessary 
difficult work of the Bolshevik education and the mobil­
isation of the masses : empty phrases about developing 

n•volutionary struggles ; iustead of the real devdopmeut of these fights." 
Is there any reason to expect that the neces­

sary decisive change in this matter will take place 
in the sections of the Com intern after the Plenum? 
Yes, there is every reason to expect this, because, 
now a new situation has arisen, because the end 
of partial capitalist stabilisation has arrived, be­
cause "only a short period remains for the matur­
ing of the rcvol utionary crisis," because, at pre­
sent, "it is necessary, without losing a minute, 
to strengthett and accelerate Bolshevik mass work 
for winning over the majority of the working 
class." We sec that in some Parties, (e.g., the 
Polish and Czecho-Slovakian Parties) a consider­
able advance has already taken place in this 
respect. 

For the very reason that the whole situation 
has greatly changed during the past year, and 
especially because o11r Parties have gained a cer­
tain amount of experience since. the I xth Plenum, 
these tactical slogans met with a ready response 
at the XII Plenum, and the whole attention of 
the Plenum was concentrated on them. 

The Plenum concretely discussed how to lead 
the working masses in the factories up to a strike 
so that the working masses themselves realised 
that this was the only way out, and how to organ­
ise the broad united front from below under the 
leadership of the Communist Party when conduct­
ing a strike. The Plenum discussed how to com­
bine economic battles with political battles. Even 
now, economic strikes, which very frequently 
lead to conflicts with the police and the gendarme~. 
g-ive an impetus to the organisation of political 
demonstrations of sympathy, or political protest 
ciemonstrations. On the other hand, the Plenum 
especially in connection with Germany, where 
the strike movement up to the present time has 
Jagged behind political activity, discussed how it 
was possible to make political activity the start­
ing point for a strike movement. Speaking of 
the well-conducted campaign of the united front 
of struggle against the Fascists in Germany, 
Comrade Piatnitsky put forward, among other 
thmgs, the following task : 

"\Ve must extend and consolidate the united front of 
the workers which commenced in the streets in fights 
with the National-Socialists, by transferring it to the 
factories, inside the reformist trade unions, and thl" 
labour exchanges among the unemployed." 
In this same connection, Comrade Knorin said : 

"Half the industrial proletariat of Germany, and this 
half is the revolutionary half, have been thrown onto 
the stret·cs. The streets, as well as the factories, hav!.' 
become an important location for the united front. We 
must combine the struggle in the streets with th(' 
scru"gle in the factorie!>. The streets must help to 
rouse the factories ; street clashes and demonstrations 
must help to develop strikes, must lw combined with 
strikes.'' 



THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

The Plenum discussed how partial ~conom1c 
and political battles arc to be raised to a higher 
stage when preparmg mass political strikes. 
Comrade Thaelmann said in his concluding 
remarks: 

"We must pass I rom ngitation anti propagam.ta to 
the genuine de\'elopment of mass actions and fights. 
The mass strike and the political gent>ral stril<e must be 
retlardcd as thL· t:hit>f and most important W<'apons of 
struggle at thP prt>sent stage." 
The Plenum discussed how we should now sub­

ordinate our agitation and propaganda to the 
organisation of mass activity and class fights. In 
the proposal of the French delegation regarding 
the methods of putting the decisions of the X II 
Plenum into practice, we read, among other 
things, the following: 

"In this situation, in order to stand at the head of 
the mass mon•ment, in order to lead it and organise it, 
in order to hinder the policy of war and armed inter­
vention in the V .S.S. R. pursued by French imperialism, 
the French Communist Party must focus its attention 
on the problem of pnrtial dt•mandl, must formulate In 
every cnse the minimum economic and political demand11 
of the worl~crs, pcnsantll and all the exploited so as to 
win the confidence of the masses, to draw them into 
the struggle and progressively to raise these partial 
battles (strike11, unemployed demonstrations, peasant 
e~ctivity, etc.) to the level of big revolutionary battles. 
This calls for a determined change in the work of the 
Unitary Tradl' L'nions, in the work of the parliam<'tl­
tary fractions nnd the municipal fractions, and in the 
work of the masa; organisations under the. influence ot 
the Party." 
Further on, it says : 

" 'Humanite' and the provincial press up to the pre­
l'iCnl have been chieflr weapons for agitation. They, 
especially 'Humanitf', must now become the or~anis~r'" 
of the mass movement.'' 
Finally, the Plenum discussed what organis­

ational tasks arise from this tactical tine. 
It is evident that this tactical line under the 

conditions of a rapidly growing revolutionary 
upsurge can and must have a powerful effect on 
the work of the Parties and on their achieve­
ments. Our Parties ·at present are suffering 
from fluctuating membership and from the weak­
ness of our cells in the factories, especially the 
big factories. One of the chief causes of this 
weakness tics in the fact that the cells merely 
hold meetings and discussions, and that the 
workers who are not satisfied with this, du not 
wish to be thrown out of work in the midst of 
widespread unemployment, merely for the sake of 
this. There is no doubt that when our factory 
cells receive a· fighting lead, the Communist 
workers willingly join them without fearing to 
make the sacrifice. 

Our Parties arc suffering from the weakness 
of their work in the reformist trade tmions. There 
is no doubt that when the principal tactical line 
of organising class fights is really applied, our 
Parties will be compelled to penetrate more deeply 

into the reformist trade unions and other mass 
organisations 

The line for the direct organisation of class 
fights will greatly facilitate our struggle against 
SocUJl-Democracy, because it is easiest to expose 
them to the masses in the process of the fights, 
that is, if we do not drop into right opportunist 
errors and forget that Social-Democracy is the 
chief social buttress of the bourgeoisie, or into 
"left" opportunist errors and identify the Social­
Democratic workers with their leaders, and the 
Social-Democrats with the Fascists. 

The fundamental tactical line of the direct 
organisation of pa.rtial class struggles, and the 
raising of them to a higher level under the pre­
sent conditions of revolutionary upsurge is the 
basis of and the shortest path to the fulfilment of 
our strategic tasks--the winning over of the 
majority of the working class and the attraction 
of allies to the !"'de of the revolutionary prole­
tariat, i.e., the masses of toilers and the exploited. 
But, in order to carry out this tactical turn, there 
must be certain pre.requisites, above all, a cap­
able manner of approach to the masses. Com­
rad~s Kuusinen and Gottwald spoke of these 
necessary prerequisites in detail in their reports. 

These prerequisites are formulated· as follow 
m the thesis of the X I I Pl<.>num : 

"The successful accomplishment or this task requires 
that every Communist Party sha~l establish, extend and 
strengthen ~umaneut nnd intimate contacts with the 
majority of workers, wherever workers may be tound. 
For this it is first of all nl'cessary: (a) to organise on a 
sound basis constant Bolshevik work amon~ non-Com­
munist workers in the factories, in the reformist and 
other trade unions, and among the unemployed, and 
to systematically expose the treachery of the Social­
Democratic and reformist leaders, and to win over the 
workers who have come under 1he influence of the · 
Fascists; (b) to defend the everyday interests of the 
workers, to be able to respond to every attack of the 
class enemy, always putting forward concrete slogans 
as will effectively mobilise the massl's for struggle ; 
to systematically pursue the policy or the united frout 
from below, to establish an alliance between thl' prole­
tariat and the small farmers, to draw into the struggle 
the office workers and exploited sections of the urban 
petty-bourgeoisie under the leadership or the proletariat ; 
(c) to stren.~:thrn the Commrmist Party itself, by train­
ing cndres, who are closf'ly connected with the masse• 
and trusted by them.'' 
The Plenum paid especially great attention to 

the tactics of the united front from below. The 
Czecho-Slovakian and German comrades spoke 
in great detail of this, on the basis of the ex­
tremely rich experiences which they had already 
accumulated. The question of how to win the 
Social-Democratic and non-Party workers on the 
widest scale for the united front of the class 
struggle, while avoiding right opportunist and 
"left" sectarian mistakes and not hiding the face 
of our Party, and while exposing the Social-
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Democratic leaders in the process of the struggle, 
and raising the struggle to a higher stage, was 
dealt with in a most. concrete manner in the dis­
cussion and was summarised in the concluding 
remarks of Comrades Gottwald and Thalmann.* 
These ·summaries of the discussion, which con­
tained the richest concrete material, must be well 
studied by the broadest circles of our Party 
activists. 

In view of the fundamental task of the present 
time-the preparation of the working class for 
the forthcoming decisive struggle for power-the 
Plenum advanced a number of important tasks of 
an organisational character. Among these tasks 
we should take special notice of the ''avoidance 
of super-centralism, naked domineering, the over­
loading of the central apparatus, and stripping 
the forces of the local and lower Party organis­
ations. The idea behind this presentation of the 
question of "super-centralism" is as follows: as 
the revolutionary crisis rapidly matures, and as 
the Fascist and police terror and the danger of 
war increases, the situation may change with 
great rapidity, so that responsible decisions in the 
localities will have to be made very quickly. It 
is quite possible in these conditions that not only 
will our Parties be temporarily cut off from the 
leadership of the Comintern, but the local organ­
isations may be temporarily cut off from the Party 
centres. Under these conditions, the Parties will 
be able to function properly and avoid the danger 
of being too late only if the local and lower Party 
organisations are given the right to .,evolutionary 
initiative to the widest extent, and if they have 
sufficient cadres capable of displaying revolution-
ary initiative correctly. . 

Touching on the tasks of the individual sections, 
the Plenum paid particular attention to two Par­
ties-the German and French Parties. This was 
due entirely to the fundamental task of the pre­
sent time-the preparation of the proletariat for 
the forthcoming struggles for power. Our Ger­
man Communist Party is the largest and strong­
est and most influential of all the Parties in 
capitalist countries. Germany may very soon 
enter the zone of revolutionary crisis in view of 
the extreme intensity of internal class antagon­
isms in that country, and in view of the fact that 
it is the weakest link in the chain of the imperial­
ist powers. Revolution in Germany will be of 
decisive importance for the world revolution. 

:As for the French Communist Party, it occu­
pies an extremely responsible post, since French 
imperialism is the most aggressive imperialism 
in Europe and the main organiser and inspirer 
of intervention in the U.S.S.R. That is why the 

•see No. 19 (193:z) "C.I." 

Plenum paid particular attention to the prepara­
tions of these two Parties. That is why Comrade 
Piatnitsky devoted the greater part of his speech 
to a detailed analysis of the work of these two 
Parties, naturally arriving at different estimates 
of their respective achievements, their shortcom­
ings and the methods of overcoming these weak­
nesses. That is why Comrade Lenski analysed 
the situation in Germany, and Comrade Knorin 
analysed the work of the German Patty. Com­
rade Thalmann, and all the German delegates 
discussed this in great detail. The French dele­
gates at the Plenum drew up detailed instructions 
as to how the decisions of the XII Plenum were 
to be applied in F ranee. 

The agenda of the Plenum included the ques­
tion of the war in the Far East and the tasks of 
Communists in the struggle .against imperialist 
war and military intervention. In pointing out 
the concrete tasks of the various sections in this 
struggle and in the defence of the U .S.S.:R. the 
Plenum at the same time pointed out what the 
Parties have left undone in this sphere : 

"While recognising the undoubtedly favourable 
results in the work of the C.P. in imperialist and 
colonial countries in the matter of mobilising the masses 
against imperialist war and against preparations for 
military intervention, the XII Plenum of the E.C.C.I. 
declares that the Communist Parties of the imperialist 
countries have not been able by their revolutionary 
actions, to prevent the transport of troops to China and 
military supplies to Japan, that they have not been able 
to rouse the broad working masses employed in muni­
tion factories and in transport for the struggle, that 
the mass anti-war campaign has developed slowly, 
partly because of an opportunist under-estimation of the 
war in the Far East and also because of a leftist-fatal­
istic, frivolous attitude to the war. The XII Plenum 
of the E.C.C.I. calls particular attention to the im­
permissible weakness of the contacts of the C.P's with 
the principal munition factories, with the chief ports 
and with the key-points on the railroads, and atso to 
the fact that the work of the Communist Parties and 
the Y.C.L. in the army, the navy and the special 
Fascist semi-military organisations is in an intolerably 
neglected condition." 
In conclusion, the Plenum heard a report, de­

livered by Comrade Manuilsky in the name of the 
Russian delegation, on the subject of : ''The 
U.S.S.R. and the World Proletariat." See 
overleaf. Comrade Manuilsky himself summed 
up the fundamental idea of his report in the 
following words : 

"On this background (of capltalist decline and re­
action-Editor), the achievements in the development 
of the land of proletarian dictatorship during the last 
few years stand out with particular clearness ; these 
achievements have to an enormous extent fostered the 
revolutionary u'/'surge of the working class. . . . This 
is the significance and the idea behind the rel'ort on 
the achievements of the Fi,.st Five-Year Plan and the 
#'ers'/'ectives of the Second Five-Year Plan. The signifi­
cance of the fulfilment of the First Five-Year Plan lies 
in the fact that we have created a powerful material 
basis for the world proletarian revolution, that the 
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relative importance of the smallest Communist Parties 
will tremendously grow as a result of this victory of 
the vroletariat in the U.S.S.R.; that the proletariat in 
the capitalist countries, by relying on this firm support, 
will find it easier to destroy their own bourgeoisie, to 
overthrow capitalism and establish the dictatorship of 
the proletariat as the condition for the success of 
Socialism. And though the rMe of the First Five- Year 
Plan in causing the workers of capitalist countries to 
turn towards Communism has been enormous, the rMe 
of the Second Five- YeaY Plan must and will be decisivr.." 

In describing how the C.P.S. U. is marching 
from victory to victory, overcoming the numer­
ous difficulties in its path, Comrade Manuilsky 
spoke in detail of the role of itS! leader : 

"In the minds of the toilers of our country, and of 
the world proletariat, the whole period of Socialist con­
struction and its victory in the U.S.S.R. is linked up 
with the name of Comrade Stalin. On the basis of 
the law of the uneven development of imperialism, hf' 
worked out and carried into operation the Leninist 
teaching of the building up of Socialism in a single 
country. In this Stalinist position, which is under­
stood by the whole of the Comintern, the task of pre­
paring the international proletariat for the new round 
of wars and revolutions is actually being carried out 
anti fulfilled." 

By mobilising the sections of the Comintern in 
preparation for decisive fights, the XII Plenum 
reminded them of the necessity under such con­
ditions of strengthening iron discipline more than 
ever before, and to carry on more than has been 
done hitherto the deterrni·n~d iStruggle against 

right opportunism, and conciliation towards it, 
as the chief danger, and against every kind of 
"left" sectarianism. It condemned the right 
tendencies of certain Parties which were formu­
lated i.n the platform of Humbert Droz. It like­
wise condemned the numerous manifestations of 
sectarianism which especially affect our American 
Party, and the anarcho-syndicalist tendencies in 
the Spanish Communist Party. 1 t exposed and 
branded the attempts to unite all the fragments 
of the various oppositions under the unprincipled 
ideological leadership of the renegade Trotsky 
(Poland). 

Comrade Ercoli, who closed the Plenum of pre­
paration for decisive struggles,( made a short an<i 
concise resume of its work. 

The XII Plenum of the E.C.C.I. gave a clear 
estimate of the present international situation, 
characterising it as the end of the relative stabil­
isation of capitalism, and clearly indicated the 
fighting tasks of the sections of the Conrifltern 
at the present extremely responsible moment. 

Our sections, "without losing a minute, must 
strengthen and accelerate their Bolshevik mass 
work for winning over the majority of the work­
ing class, for raising the revolutionary activity 
of the working class,'' because "a very short 
period remains before the maturing of the revo­
lutionary crisis.'' 

THE U.S.S.R. AND THE WORLD PROLETARIAT 
<FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY OCTOBER REVOLUTION) 

THE MAIN FACTS OF WORLD HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE. 

A S we know, our epoch of war and proletarian 
revolutions is characterised by the fact that the 

struggle between the two systems-the dying world 
of capitalism and the rising world of socialism-is 
becoming the key point of world politics and world 
economy. In the light of this struggle the political 
parties, their programmes, their methods of leading 
the masses, their words and their deeds are tested. 
Political doctrines pass from the sphere of demagogic 
promises into actual practice, which the masses 
perceive by their concrete experience. It is precisely 
the present universal crisis in the world of capitalism 
and the successes of Socialist construction in the 
first land of proletarian dictatorship which open up 
for the proletarian masses a wide field for observation, 
reflection, the weighing of facts and for making 
political deductions. The masses are now passing 
through a great political school, but they are passing 
through it by peculiar paths, corresponding to their 
"national" conditions. One of the tasks of this 

Plenum is to assist the toiling masses of all capitalist 
countries to give form to the doubt which is rising in 
their minds about traditional "common sense," to 
com pel them to ponder all the historical events of the 
post-war epoch. 

This period has been inexhaustibly rich in experi­
ence, comrades. There is not only the experience 
of the proletarian revolution in Russia in 1917, but 
also the experience of revolution in Austria and 
Germany, the experience of so-called "democratic 
socialism" in all its varieties-political democracy, 
industrial democracy, constructive socialism ; the 
experience of coalition and the experience of labour 
governments without coalitions, the experience of 
the so-called winning of the majority by legal, 
parliamentary methods, and the experience of dicta­
torship. Whatever country you look at provides a 
great lesson for the world proletariat. 

Take for example U.S.A., the most classical land 
of the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie in the form of 
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bourgeois democracy, where the bourgeoisie govern 
without even requiring the services of their scabby 
social-democracy. The bourgeoisie of the U.S.A. 
prided themselves on the fact that the U.S.A. was 
the incarnation of reason, justice and the eternity of 
the capitalist system, that all their experience refuted 
the socialist ravings of the European fantasts, that 
the U.S.A. had no social problem, that it was not 
only the land of the highest profits, but also of the 
highest wages, that in the U.S.A. every European 
emigrant, like Napoleon's soldiers, had a millionaire's 
baton in his knapsack, that there was not, is not and 
will never be a class struggle in the U.S.A., that the 
U.S .A. had eternal prosperity. Who, even among 
the most shameless apologists of capitalism, would 
dare to repeat these assertions, which have been 
refuted by the whole course of events of the world 
crisis, in the United States to-day, in this land where 
the working-class in actual fact is absolutely deprived 
of rights? . 

Or take Great Britain, this living example of the 
bankruptcy of the idea of the prosperity of a country 
pursuing an imperialist, predatory policy. Pre­
cisely at this time, when the bourgeoisie of all 
capitalist countries, and Japan especially, are calling 
for a way out of the crisis by means of war, by seizing 
new territories, by enslaving new peoples, the 
experience of Great Britain shouts to the toiling 
masses of all countries against this panacea with 
which the ruling classes still fool the masses. Great 
Britain has carried on war, it has seized and plun­
dered hundreds of millions of foreign peoples, has 
subjected whole continents, but this has not saved 
her from decay, which commenced long before the 
present world crisis. But the experience of Great 
Britain is also the experience of two labour (sic !) 
governments, the governments of Mr. MacDonald, 
who, unlike us Soviet Bolsheviks, the advocates of 
proletarian dictatorship, put into practice his "pro­
gramme of constructive socialism." We will say 
nothing about the first Labour Government ; it is 
sufficient to recall the work of Mr. MacDonald's 
last Labour Government to realise what this pro ... 
gramme means : an attack alon~:; the whole front on 
the wages of the British working-class, the reduction 
of the unemployment dole, the crushing of strikes, 
air bombardments and gallows in India, and the open 
desertion of the most prominent leaders of the 
so-called Labour Party to the camp of the Con­
servatives. 

And do we not get an instructive lesson from the 
post-war politics of the biggest Party in the Second 
International, the German Social-Democratic Party? 
The German Social-Democrats rose to power on 
the revolutionary wave of 1918. For years they had 
fooled the workers with promises to bring about 
socialism by democratic methods. They demanded 
the greatest sacrifices from the masses for the sake of 

the triumph of the "democratic" method. In 
practice their whole policy was food and drink for 
fascism. For years they had been paving the way 
for it piecemeal by their policy of the "lesser evil" 
until they finally surrendered all power to it without 
the slightest attempt at resistance. French social­
democracy regarded the Versailles system as the 
"natural right" of French imperialism to exploit 
Germany, the whole of Central and Eastern Europe 
and their colonies, a guarantee of a privileged position 
for the upper circles of the French labour aristocracy. 
As a matter of fact, we see the complete bankruptcy 
of the Versailles system, and of the Dawes and Young 
Plans, and the collapse of the legend about the 
impossibility of an economic crisis in France. 

Let us next take fascism, the spread of which in 
the capitalist States indicates that there are large 
masses who still believe in the possibility of finding 
a way out of the present crisis along capitalist lines. 
But has not fascism, which has celebrated its tenth 
anniversary in Italy, brought in its trail, in addition 
to bloody persecution, unprecedented destitution 
for the masses ? Has not unbridled reaction in 
Yugo-Slavia, Bulgaria and Hungary, in Spain prior 
to the overthrow of Primo de Rivera's military 
dictatorship, shown the millions of workers and 
peasants of Europe what fascism brings them when it 
is victorious ? Finally, no unimportant lesson is to 
be drawn from Spain with regard to the anarchist 
and the anarcho-syndicalist leadership of the working­
class in the Revolution. In words the anarchists 
in that country appeared as enemies of the bourgeois 
State, but both in words and in deeds they were the 
enemies of the revolutionary methods of the prole­
tarian dictatorship. And this is why their leadership 
led the heroic working-class of Spain from defeat to 
defeat-they disarmed the workers both politically 
and organisationally and put them at the mercy of 
the Spanish counter-revolution. Such are only a 
few of the facts of the development of a few of the 
capitalist countries. 

In the main, these facts can be summed up as 
being: an extended attack upon the working-class, 
fascism, war. On this background the achieve­
ments in the development of the land of proletarian 
dictatorship during the last few years stand out with 
particular clearness. These events have, to an 
enormous extent, fostered the revolutionary upsurge 
of the working-class. To-day the delegation of the 
C .P .S. U. in the Com intern desires to present these 
facts to the Xllth Plenum of the E.C.C.I. · 

This is the significance and the idea behind the re­
port on the achievements of the first Five-Year Plan 
and the perspectives of the second Five-Year Plan. 
Despite the fact that the fourth and final year has not 
yet ended, we are able to state with conviction to-day 
that in the main the toiling masses of the U.S.S.R., 
under the leadership of the C.P.S.U., will fulfil the 
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Five-Year Plan in four years, that only the successful 
fulfilment of the first Five-Year Plan enables the 
C.P.S.U. to map out for the second Five-Year Plan 
such truly stupendous tasks as THE COMPLETE 
RECONSTRUCTION OF THE WHOLE OF 
NATIONAL ECONOMY, RAISING THE STAN­
DARDS OF THE TOILERS THREE-FOLD 
AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF CLASSLESS, 
SOCIALIST SOCIETY. It is no easy task to 
build a classless society, a society in which all will he 
engaged in socialist labour ; to do this in conditions 
of savage capitalist encirclement ! It is no easy task 
to build this society in the historical period when 
millions in the capitalist world, as the result of the 
crisis, are being squeezed out of the process of pro­
duction, are being declassed, doomed to destitution, 
to starvation, and extermination, when the class gulf 
in the camp of capitalism is becoming wider and 
deeper, when the social contrasts are growing ever 
sharper. 

All our tremendous achievements in the economic 
and social and political fields may be summed up as 
follow:-· 

As the result of fulfilling in the main the first 
Five-Year Plan, a powerful industrial basis for 
socialism has been laid in the U.S.S.R. Not only 
have we ceased to be an agrarian country, we have 
ceased to be a land of small industry, which is a 
characteristic feature of all the backward colonial 
and semi-colonial countries. The share that large 
industry contributes to the national income has 
increased during the last four years from 27 per cent. 
to 35 per cent. We have now our own engineering 
industry, the output of which in I 93 I amounted to 
almost 5 billion roubles. The output of iron and 
steel has almost doubled compared with pre-war 
output. We have created a second metallurgical 
base in the East (Urals-Kuzbas). We have re­
equipped all our industries on the most up-to-date 
technical basis. Moreover, 75 per cent. of the 
equipment of our industries has been renewed during 
the period of the first Five-Year Plan. We have 
set up a number of new branches of industry which 
never before existed in this country. We are 
becoming a land of tractors, a land of automobile 
transport, a land of chemistry, a land that can build 
blooming mills, powerful turbine-generators, die­
sels, oil cracking plants, etc. We are changing the 
energetics base of our national economy, and we 
are uniting this base both for industry and agriculture. 

Secondly, having become a land of heavy industry 
and heavy engineering, putting into operation the 
first blast furnaces at Magnitogorsk and Stalinsk, 
such enormous enterprises as the Sverdlovsk Engi­
neering Works, our gigantic automobile and tractor 
plants at Nizhni-Novgorod, Stalingrad, Kharkov, 
and the A.M.O. works in Moscow, the ball-bearing 
plant, having built the Dniepr Dam and having laid 

the basis for providing our industries with raw 
materials (cotton in Central Asia, Azerbaidjan and 
Ukraine, synthetic rubber, etc.), we as a result of the 
first Five-Y car Plan have taken a decisive step towards 
attaining our economic independence. The Leninist 
Electrification Plan, known as GOELRO, the plan to 
which Lenin attached particular importance, was 
fulfilled and surpassed as early as I93 1. 

Thirdly, by carrying out the first Five-Year Plan, 
we have solved the problem of the reconstruction 
of the basic funds of our industry, and yet the whole 
capitalist world prophesied that we should break 
down in solving this task, that we can only live as a 
spendthrift inheritor, at the expense of the resources 
left us by the old order. 

Fourthly, as regards agriculture, we have laid an 
unshakable foundation for the mechanisation of 
agriculture. By 1934-35 the existing productive 
possibilities guarantee the completion of the mechan­
isation of agriculture, which is the technical economic 
basis for consolidating the old and securing further 
successes in collectivisation of agriculture in the 
U.S.S.R. We have created the largest scale agri­
cultural industry in the world, and we are therefore 
able not only to mechanise as in America, but also 
to apply chemistry to agriculture as in Germany. 
We have carried out the agrarian revolution, in the 
possibility of which, not only the capitalist world and 
its social-fascist hangers-on, but also the panic­
mongers and opportunists in our own midst did not 
believe. Having organised more than 6o per cent. 
of the peasant farms in collective farms, having now 
whole regions completely collectivised, having put 
an end to the class differentiation in the countryside, 
we have abolished the age-long scourge of agrarian 
over-population, which in the past, under Tsarism 
created a vast army of unemployed, and enabled the 
capitalists to keep the standards of life of the working­
class in old Russia down to the verge of starvation and 
extinction. 

But, comrades, our achievements are not merely 
confined simply to the growth of industry and 
agriculture. Among our achievements we must 
mention firstly, the raising of the material and cultural 
standard of the toiling masses. I am not speaking 
only of the fact that wages here are continually 
rising, that from I 928 to I 932 wages in all branches 
of rtational economy have risen on the average by 
62 per cent. The general budget of our national 
economy increased from I I billion roubles in I928 
to 26 billion roubles in I9J2. I am speaking of the 
fact that we have no unemployment, that the number 
of factory and office workers from 1928 to 1932 has 
almost doubled, reaching a total of 21 millions, that 
the material and cultural requirements of the masses 
are constantly rising, that the outlay for social 
insurance, for cultural services, education, medical 
service, etc., has doubled during these four years, 
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re:'r.;hing an average of 200 roubles per worker in 
1932. House building is developing in our indus­
trial districts (from 192S to 1931 we provided houses 
for 3 million workers, and in 1932 alone a further 
3 million workers will be provided with house 
accommodation). New industrial centres are being 
built, public dining-rooms are being developed and 
already provide for 35 per cent. of the population. 
Opportunities have been created for every worker to 
improve his qualifications, the doors of our univer­
sities are wide open for the children of workers and 
peasants. There is a great increase in the number 
of clubs, reading rooms, parks of culture and rest. 
Feverish work is going on for the improvement of 
working-class districts and suburbs where the 
working-class population predominate. Sanitary 
conditions are continually improving, rest homes and 
workers' sanatoria are increasing in numbers. 

Secondly, there is the development of the broadest 
proletarian democracy which is the very spirit of the 
regime of the proletarian dictatorship. Through 
the soviets, through the trade unions and the factory 
committees, millions of our toiling population have 
been drawn into the administration of the country, 
of industry and of agriculture. 

Thirdly, we have consolidated our achievements 
in the sphere of national policy, in the matter of 
establishing equality and the brotherhood of the 
nations inhabiting the U.S.S.R., by providing a 
material and economic basis for the national policy 
of the Soviet Government, i.e., socialist industrialisa­
tion of the remote regions of the country and by 
providing such a planned distribution of the develop­
ment of productive forces that will enable the nation 
that has been most backward in the past to overtake 
economically and culturally the foremost industrial 
districts in the country in the shortest possible time. 

Further, as a result of the first Five-Year Plan, 
enormous social and political changes have taken 
place in the country, which have enormously 
strengthened the proletarian dictatorship in the 
U.S.S.R. and which are laying a granite social class 
foundation for the edifice Of socialism which is being 
built. During the past Five-Year Plan (carried out 
in four years), we have continued the work started 
by the October Revolution. We have liquidated the 
kulaks as a class in the districts of complete col­
lectivisation and we have caused the middle pe~ts 
(now collective farmers) to take an irrevocable stand 
on the side of socialism, and become a firm bulwark 
of the Soviet State. We have enlarged the proletarian 
base of the Soviet State by drawing millions of new 
proletarians into industry, especially in the formerly 
backward regions. 

All these achievements have enabled us to solve 
irrevocably the question of "who will conquer" in 
the internal arena in favour of socialism. Having 
entered upon the period of socialism, having com-

pleted the foundation of socialist economy, and 
having firmly entrenched ourselves on the socialist 
path, we are able by the living experience of our 
great work to prove to the millions of toilers in the 
capitalist countries the advantages of the socialist 
system of economy compared with the capitalist· 
system. 

The significance of the fulfilment of the first 
Five-Year Plan, comrades, lies in that we have 
provided a powerful material base for the world 
proletarian revolution, that the relative importance of 
even the smallest of our Communist Parties grows 
tremendously as a result of the victory of the pro­
letariat in the U.S.S.R., that the proletariat in capital­
ist countries, relying on this firm support, will be able 
more easily to destroy their bourgeoisie, to overthrow 
capitalism and establish the dictatorship of the 
proletariat as the condition for winning socialism. 

Finally, we have achieved these decisive successes 
of world historical importance in the course of a. 
tireless struggle within the Communist Party against 
the Right deviation as the chief danger and against 
the "Left" deviation, which fosters it, on the basis of 
carrying out the correct general line of the Party. 

The rOle of our Party and its Leninist Central 
Committee in attaining all these successes has been 
tremendous. Our Party, led by the Leninist Central 
Committee, was the initiator of the first Five-Year 
Plan, the inspirer of the high socialist tempo and 
rejected the proposal of the right wingers for a 
"two-year plan," ruthlessly crushed the theory 
advanced by the opportunist disbelievers about the 
"declining curve. "• The Party and its Leninist 
Central Commttee roused millions of toilers to 
action, for the struggle to fulfil the Five-Year Plan, 
acted everywhere as agitators, propagandists and 
organisers for the fulfilment of the Five-Year Plan. 
In the struggle for the Five-Year Plan our Party and 
its Leninist Central Committee still further extended 
and strengthened its deep-rooted connections with 
the broad masses of toilers, who, on their own 
initiative, and under the leadership of the Party, put 
forward, and in the main have carried out, the slogan 
of "The Five-Year Plan in Four Years." Historical 
truth obliges us to mention here the rOle of the man 
under whose firm and tried leadership the Party and 
its Central Committee marched through lh:e difficult 
mountain pass after the death of Comrade Lenin. 
(Loud applause.) It is all the more necessary to 
mention this for the reason that soon we will celebrate 
the Fifteenth Anniversary of the October Revolution, 
and a little later the Tenth Anniversary of the death 
of Comrade Lenin, which was a severe and irreplace­
able loss for us, for the working-class of our country, 
and for the proletariat and toilers of the whole world. 

Comrade Stalin, the true comrade-in-arms and 
• i.e., the theory that the rate of increase of production in 

the U.S.S.R. would diminish. 
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best disciple of Comrade ~nin, led the Party, the 
working-class, and the ent1re country over all the 
dangers that we encountered ~uring. the past d~ade, 
to sunnount all the difficultles which stood m our 
way. (Loud applause.) Never ye~ has o~r. Party 
been s0 firmly consolidated and umted as ~t IS now 
under the leadership o~ Com~ade Stalm .. The 
entire work of strengthemng the mtemal and utter­
national position of the U.S.S.R., the whole of the 
stupendous work of socialist ~onstruction. ~arried 
out during the past ·ten years m the cond1t1ons of 
capitalist encirclement whic~ ~~anded t~e great~st 
Leninist firmness and flex1b1hty, combmed w1th 
steel-like determination, bears the direct impress of 
the mind the will and the actions of Stalin. 

Marx ~d Engels gave to the international pro­
letariat the theory of scientific socialism-Mar;x1~, 
and on the basis of an analysis of the laws of cap1tal1St 
development and of the development of the ~lass 
struggle, revealed the historic mission of the workmg­
class as the grave-digger ~f capitalism an~ the 
inevitability of the dictatorship of the proleta!Iat by 
means of which the working-class, after breaking the 
resistaJ\ce of the exploiters, and leading the oppressed 
masses of the whole people, will organise planned 
socialist industry and prepare the ground for classless 
socialist society. . 

Lenin further developed the teachmgs of Marx 
and Engels for the epoch of imperialism and pro­
letarian revolutions, analysed the problems of 
monopolist capitalism, the proletarian dictatorship, 
the hegemony of the proletariat in the revolution, 
the rOle of the national-colonial revolutions, the 
Party and the problem of the successful ~onst~ction 
of socialism in the period of the proletanan dictator­
ship, and gave to the world proletariat the experience 
of the first proletarian revolution and the first 
proletarian dictatorship in the world, leading them 
through the most ~ange~o~s and ~~cult years of 
ruin caused by the nnpertalist and civil wars and of 
intervention, and at the same time laid firm founda­
tions for the construction of socialism in the U.S.S.R. 
The great name of Lenin. is li~e~ with Leninism. as 
Marxism of the epoch of Impenalism and proletanan 
revolution. _ 

In the minds of the toilers of our country and of 
the international proletariat the whole period of 
socialist construction and its victory in the U.S.S.R. 
is linked up with the name of Comrade Stalin. .on 
the basis of the law of the uneven development of lffi­
perialism, he worked out and c~rr~ed into ope~at.ion 
the Leninist teachings on the bwlding up of socialism 
in a single country. In this ~talinist position, which 
is understood by the whole of the Communist Inter­
national, the task of preparing the internation~l pr~­
letariat for a new round of wars and revolutiOns IS 
actually being carried out. Under the leadership of 
Lenin, the C.P.S.U. defeated Menshevism, which 

stood in the path of the proletarian revolution in 
Russia; under the leadership of Stalin, in the period 
of socialist construction, a decisive blow was struck 
at the Menshevism of our epoch which sometimes 
appears in the form of counter-revolutionary 
Trotskyism and sometimes in the form of the Right 
opportunist deviation. 

In the struggle against these deviations, Stalin 
not only successfully defended Marxism-Leninism 
from Trotskyist and Right opportunist distortions. 
In his reports, speeches and articles he developed 
the teachings of Marx and Lenin and adapted them 
to the first phase of Communism. (Socialism.) 
Stalin's articles, such as The Year of Great Change, 
his speeches as the one delivered at the Conference 
of Agrarian Marxists, or the one delivered at the 
Conference of Business Managers on the mastery 
of technique, Stalin's Six Points•-are not only 
directives for our Party, not only historical landmarks 
of our achievements and victories, they are documents 
of tremendous theoretical importance for the whole 
of the Comintern, documents whose significance is 
not confined to our country, or to our times. 

And, comrades, those who, because of our tem­
porary difficulties fail to see these fundamental facts 
in the development of two opposite worlds, those 
who, impressed by these difficulties. are inclined to 
belittle the successes achieved in the U.S.S.R., in 
fact fraternise with the class enemy and are slipping 
to the other side of the barricade. For instance, can 
we forget that we have saved about 100 billion 
roubles since the end of the imperialist and civil wars 
and have invested this sum in the restoration and 
reconstruction of our national economy (in 1932 
alone we are investing over 20 billionroubles in the 
socialised sector)? Can we leave out of account the 
fact that owing to collectivisation ·we succeeded in 
1930 and 1931 in extending the· sown area of our 
fields by 17 million hectares, i.e., that in one or two 
years we travelled a road which took the U.S.A. 
fifteen years and Canada twenty years to travel ? 
Is not the fact that in spite of a big crop failure last 
year, we succeeded this year in reaching last year's 
sown area, although we did not quite fulfil the plan 
for this year, proof of the strength of our socialist 
organisation of economy ? Or the fact that we 
collected about 1 l billion poods of grain last year ? 
How remote this is from those 28 5 million poods of 
which Comrade Lenin so triumphantly informed the 
Third Congress of the Comintern I 

SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION AND CAPITALIST 
ENCIRCLEMENT. 

The significance of these successes is all the 
greater because they were achieved by the C.P.S.U. 

•See Stalin: "Task of the Workers." "New Condirions, 
New Tasks." Ed. 
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after overcoming a number of difficulties which were 
inherent in internal and international conditions. 

First of all, a most serious obstacle to the success 
of our socialist construction was the extremely low 
level of productive forces which the U.S.S.R. 
inherited from the old capitalist system. Whereas 
in highly-developed capitalist cotnltries the obsolete 
private capitalist relations are the obstacle to the 
further development of productive forces, the posi­
tion in our country was exactly the reverse. We had 
a low level of productive forces which all the time 
restricted the development of high socialist relations. 
As we know, the Mensheviks drew the conclusion 
from this contradiction that neither a proletarian 
revolution nor socialism was possible in the U.S .S .R. 
Lenin, in his notes on Sukhanov, brilliantly refuted 
this argument of international social democracy, if it 
can be described as an argument, with the question : 
Why cannot a country, exhausted and ruined by 
three years of imperialist war, just overthrow the 
power of the landlords and capitalists and then, on 
new, free and clear ground, set out to overtake 
economically, the foremost capitalist countries ? 

Comrades, we need only think a moment to realise 
what would have happened to our country at the 
present time of the world crisis if, in I 9 I 7, it had 
followed the line of the Mensheviks and had not 
overthrown capitalism. It would have become a 
colony of world capitalism like India or China. Its 
fragile economic organism would have fallen to 
pieces under the blows of the world crisis. It would 
have been the first European country to compensate 
at the expense of its own ruin world capital for the 
losses it is suffering by the present crisis and the 
toilers of India, China, Indo-China, and the other 
colonies of world imperialism should seriously think 
of the example of Russia, which, through the pro­
letarian revolution, has taken the path towards 
socialist industrialisation. 

But this contradiction between socialist relations 
and the low level of our productive forces was the 
chief source of our difficulties. The liquidation of 
this contradiction was the main task of the first 
Five-Year Plan. The breaches that occur from time 
to time in the fulfilment of the industrial and financial 
plan, the inadequate increase in the efficiency of 
labour, due to the fluctuation of labour power in the 
factories, sometimes to inability to handle complicated 
machines, poor labour discipline, tendencies towards 
wage hogging, the low quality of our products, 
inadequate reduction of scrapped work, our organisa­
tional difficulties in the State farms, and especiallyin 
the collective farms, accompanied by individualist 
relapses (e.g., the reduction of the number of cattle 
during the first period of the organisational con­
struction of collective farms, careless and inefficient 
cultivation of the fields leading to a drop in the yield, 
a slight non-fulfilment of the sowing plan this year), 

all this in the long run is due to the main contradiction 
which we are eliminating in the process of socialist 
industry. All this is the dark heritage of the past, 
cultivated by the centuries of the capitalist and feudal 
systems of old Tsarist Russia, and is being broken 
down by the proletarian dictatorship with the finn 
hand of the revolutionary transformer. 

The routine, inertness, Asiatic quietism, the 
"terrible force of habit of millions" established by 
centuries, has been fearlessly broken down by the 
proletarian power in the U.S.S.R. Without having 
had any important "industrial culture" in the past, 
it has opened up the tundras, deserts and steppes, has 
conquered new industries such as the chemical 
industry (producing nitrates, potassium, super­
phosphates), non-ferrous metal industry (copper, 
nickel, tin, aluminium), tractor and automobile 
building, engineering (blooming mills, oil cracking 
mills, complicated machines and tools, heavy 
engineering). 

I cannot refrain at this juncture from recalling 
the shameful part international social-democracy 
has played and the struggle it has waged against 
socialist industrialisation. It has continuously defen­
ded the capitalist-feudal heritage of the past "in all its 
forms as against the socialist industrialisation carried 
out by the C.P.S.U. It vilified industrialisation, it 
qualified the technical revolution in agriculture as 
mere bluff, it prophesied the collapse of collectivisa­
tion, it depicted the Machine and Tractor Stations, 
these strongholds of socialist reconstruction of the 
countryside, as Arakcheyev settlements.• It defen­
ded kulak wage-hogging as against the new socialist 
attitude towards labour, socialist competition and the 
shock-brigade movement. It indiscriminately took 
under its protecting wing the liquidated kulak, the 
unemployed priest and traditional Russian back­
wardness. And in the same way as contemporary 
monopolist capitalism supports all the, reactionary 
feudal institutions in the colonies (India, the countries 
of Latin America) in order to preserve the capitalist 
system as a whole, so contemporary social-democracy, 
in order to save its position among the masses of 
workers in the capitalist countries who are becoming 
radicalised by the world crisis and also as a result of 
the achievements of socialist construction in the 
U.S.S.R., comes out in relation to the U.S.S.R. as 
the champion of capitalist-feudal obscurantism and 
social retrogression. This example alone illustrates 
the terribl~ strained conditions of capitalist encircle­
ment in which our Party has carried out its first 
Five-Year Plan. 

Frequently this ir&ieConcilable struggle between 
two systems is forgotten, there are tendencies to 
consider the so-called "breathing space" as some-

• Arakcheyev : a Minister under Alexanper J. who 
organised farm colonies of soldiers, in which strict military 
discipline was maintained.-Ed. 



THE COtvll\lUNIST INTERNATIONAL s8<J 

thing more than the temporary equilibrium of forces 
of which Lenin spoke. Actually we never had a 
breathing space in the sense of a safe, calm situation 
for socialist construction. 

Never in history has any country in the world had 
to build its economy in an atmosphere so highly 
charged with the class hatred of the bourgeoisie, 
with continual plots, intrigues, "legal" and illegal 
wrecking activities, systematically alternating with 
hostile campaigns, as the U.S.S.R. has had to do. 
We have not plundered other peoples as Great 
Britain has done, we have not waged wars as Germany 
and France have done, we have levied no contribu­
tions on anyone, we have received no long-term 
loans for the purpose of developing our economy. 
We have built up our economy for the toilers, but 
only with the efforts and resources of the toilers of 
our union. If we have traded with the capitalist 
world during these years the capitalist world has 
received much profit from this trade. If we have 
received technical aid we paid for the "instruction'' 
a hundred-fold. If we have received equipment 
from abroad we paid cash for it ; we have had no 
moratorium on credits, as Germany has had. And, 
moreover, never for a moment has the threat of war 
ceased to hang over the toilers of our union. 

Finally, when characterising the conditions. under 
which the Five-Year Plan was carried out in four 
years, we must not forget the fact that the two last 
and decisive years of the Five-Year Plan (the third 
and the fourth) coincided with the time when the 
world crisis was at its height. Of course, our 
economy does not suffer from crises, and this is one 
of the chief features that distinguishes it from 
capitalist economy. But on one section of our front 
in the sphere of foreign trade, we came in contact 
with the capitalist world which is deeply infected with 
crisis. Our country exported grain, lumber, flax, and 
raw materials, and was inevitably affected by the 
catastrophic fall of world prices for agricultural raw 
materials. At the same time, we paid trustified 
industry prices for machinery and equipment 
imported from abroad (and don't forget that our 
machinery imports in I93 I comprised 24 per cent. 
of the world imports of machinery), and these prices 
did not fluctuate to the same extent as the prices of 
other goods. Therefore, we were the losers in the 
foreign trade turnover. And while taking advantage 
of this situation, the capitalist world still had the 
effrontery to accuse the U.S.S.R. of dumping. 

SOCIALIST INDUSTRIALISATION AND THE PROLETARIAN 

MASSES ABROAD. 

And if, despite all these unfavourable circum­
atances, the C.P.S.U. has successfully attained the 
object it set itself, it is only because the realisation 
of the Five-Year Plan in four years was the cause 
not only of the few million member& of our Party, 

but was the cause of the vast masses of the toilers 
of our country. The strength of our Five-Year Plan 
lies in that it was detailed, corrected, augmented 
and, what is most important, carried out by the 
broad masses, who put forward counter-plans, 
broadly developed the shock work movement and 
socialist competition ; it lies in the fact that the 
Five-Year Plan became the socialist school for the 
masses, an instrument for stimulating the greatest 
self-activity and initiative of the masses. 

And if, to-day, at a time when capitalism is affected 
by the greatest crisis it has ever experienced in its 
history, in recording the successes of the Communist 
Parties we are compelled to admit that the over­
whelming majority of the workers have not yet 
turned towards Communism, that they still waver 
in some countries between social-democracy and 
fascism, it shows that the experience of the C.P.S.U. 
and the U.S.S.R. has not yet brought about a 
complete revolution in the minds of these millions. 
For us members of the C.P.S.U. it means that we 
must fight still more strenuously, still more deter­
minedly for success, in order to consolidate, to 
organise the proletarian masses around the Com­
munist International. And if the first Five- Year 
Plan played a tremendous part in turning the workers 
in the capitalist countries towards Communism, the 
role of the second Five-Year Plan must become, and 
will be, decisive. 

What elements of our great experience in socialist 
construction are generally recognised by these 
broad proletarian masses-mark you, not the Com­
munist vanguard-but precisely those masses who 
are only just looking around, cautiously feeling their 
way and slowly drawing nearer to Communism? 
This question is of great practical importance for 
the sections of the Comintern. The correct reply to 
this will enable the Communists in the capitalist 
countries to organise agitation around the U.S.S.R. 
properly. 

Undoubtedly, in addition to the chief gain of the 
October Revolution, the overthrow of the power of 
the capitalists and the establislunent of th~ power 
of the workers, a gain that has particularly impres~ed 
the minds of the broad toiling masses of all countnes, 
we must ascribe first place to our successful socialist 
industrialisation. 

Social-democracy cannot dissuade the work~ng 
class from recognising this. It is difficult to h1de 
from the working-class of the world, to lie about and 
gloss over facts like these ; only three or four yea!s 
ago the U.S.S.R. occupied fourth and fifth place m 
the world's output of iron and steel, and now comes 
forward to second place, immediately after the 
U.S.A.; that the U.S.S.R. fulfilled the Five-Year 
Plan for oil in two-and-a-half years ; that the Five­
Year Plan for machine construction was already 
surpassed in I 93 I ; that by creating gigantic tractor 
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works the U.S.S.R. has insured for herself at the end 
of the second Five-Year Plan traction power amount­
ing to 15 million h.p. for agriculture; that by the end 
of the first Five-Year Plan the U.S .S .R. will have 
increased the capacity of her electric stations to si million kilowatts, with an output of electric power 
equal to 17 billion units, i.e., eight and nine times 
more than was consumed by pre-revolutionary 
Russia. These facts speak for themselves better 
than hundreds of books and speeches. 

Even if the U.S.S.R. has not fulfilled the pro­
gramme that was drawn up for the chemical industry, 
despite the starting of such enterprises as Berezniky, 
the workers in the capitalist countries know that the 
Soviet working-class has to build its chemical 
industry on empty wastes, that it has neither cadres 
nor experience, nor its own chemical equipment, that 
the strict secrecy of chemical processes maintained 
by the capitalist States compels the U.S.S.R. to find 
ways of its own to give the country a chemical 
industry. 

Do you remember, comrades, the sensation that 
was created throughout the whole of the capitalist 
world by the publication of the main outlines for the 
second Five-Year Plan adopted by our Seventeenth 
Party Conference ?• That plan provides for 22 
million tons of pig iron, 2 50 million tons of coal, 80-90 
million tons of oil, 65 million tons of peat-our peat 
industry is now working hard to mechanise its output; 
it provides for 100 billion units of electric energy, 
30,000 kilometres of new railways; it provides for 
new canals, such as the Volga-Moscow Canal, work 
on which has already been started ; increased 
productivity of labour by 120-140 per cent. reduced 
costs of production by 30-35 per cent.-in a word, it 
provides for a threefold increase in production 
compared with 1932. 

And this is no fantastic plan. It has been verified 
by persons of experience and knowledge, and it is 
still being verified at numerous conferences, such 
as conferences on the distribution of productive 
forces, on electrification, transport, national educa­
tion, etc.-and it will certainly be carried out. The 
new metallurgical works, now under construction, 
·will alone, when working at full capacity, provide as 
much as 20 million tons of pig iron ; already, 
despite the seasonal interruptions in the output of 
pig iron, the productive capacity of our furnaces 
amounts to 2o,ooo tons a day. The new mine 
construction which we have widely developed 
ensures for 1935 already up to 150 million tons of 
coal. By a decision of the Central Committee of our 
Party, and of the Council of People's Commissars, 
the foundations are being laid for three new powerful 
electric power stations on the Volga and the Kama, 
which are to cater for the old and new industrial 

•See "The Second Five Year Plan." 

districts of the Volga. Finally, at Kamyshina, we are 
laying the foundations for a huge dam and electric 
power station, the projected capacity of which will 
amount to one-half of the present total electric 
energy of the country, which is to serve as a source 
of power for the artificial irrigation for the whole 
of the Trans-Volga, which will convert this region, 
which is periodically stricken by drought, into a 
most important wheat basis for the U.S.S.R., with 
an annual output of 300-400 million poods of wheat. 
In order to realise the significance of these gigantic 
undertakings, equal to three Dnieprostroys, one must 
realise what a terrible scourge drought in our country 
has been for the peasant masses. Every three or 
four years such districts as the Trans-Volga, Kazak­
stan, the steppe region of the Ukraine, were periodi­
cally stricken with drought. According to approx­
imate estimates, during eleven years (from 1921 to 
193 1) our country lost as a result of drought about 
2f million poods of grain, which together with the 
losses in cattle, amount to a financial loss calculated 
at 4t million roubles. The enormous investment 
of many millions of roubles for the development of 
agriculture in the Volga district alone is the best reply 
the Soviet Union can give to the "theories" advanced 
by the social-fascist scoundrels to the effect that 
"primitive accumulation" is taking place in the 
U.S.S.R. at the expense of agriculture. 

But these are not our only investments in agri­
culture. For instance, in the second Five-Year Plan 
our agricultural machinery industry is to supply 
agriculture with machinery to the value of 9 to 10 
billion roubles, i.e., a sum four times larger than the 
value of the machinery now in use in agriculture. 
Our tractors, which at the present time number 
about 15o,ooo, by the end of the second Five-Year 
Plan will increase to 700,000 to 75o,ooo. Our 
automobiles, which serve agriculture, will amount 
to 75o,ooo. Finally, in place of the approximate 
2 ,ooo machine tractor stations that we have to-day, 
we will have about 6} to 6 thousand stations with an 
aggregate power equal to an average textile mill, 
and the value of the mechanical equipment of each 
of these stations will be 3 million roubles. This 
programme, however, is not a song of the remote 
future, part of this programme is already being 
carried out. And these achievements in the socialist 
industrialisation of the U.S.S.R. cannot but demon­
strate to the broad masses in the capitalist countries 
the powerful impetus that the productive forces 
will receive when they are liberated from the chains 
of capitalism. 

Socialist industrialisation, however, does not 
strike the workers of the capitalist countries from 
the purely technical aspects ; they judge it by the 
results it brings for the Soviet working-class. The 
U.S.S.R. is the only country where there is no 
unemployment, the bony hand of which is now 
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strangling millions of people throughout the entire 
capitalist world. Everyone in the U.S.S.R. can 
find work. Here, the right to labour is the same as 
the right to be born, the right to live, to choose a free 
companion in life, to go to the theatre, to enjoy the 
beauties of nature. In the U.S.S.R. all forms of 
social insurance are continually increasing. When 
going to bed or getting up, there is no need to think 
of that terrible "rainy day." Here labour is "a 
matter of honour, a matter of glory, a matter of 
valour, a matter of heroism." It is respected in the 
U.S.S.R. more than money or aristocratic birth is 
respected in the capitalist world. Every able­
bodied member of a worker's family is engaged in 
production. Factory kitchens are springing up, 
because the workers' wives are becoming the fellow 
workers of their husbands in the factories. The old 
petty-bourgeois life is disappearing, and the new 
life of socialism is being created. Nowhere is so 
much thought given to children as in the U.S.S.R. 
Nowhere is there such a complete emancipation of 
personality as in this land of severe proletarian 
dictatorship, nowhere is there such a realisation of 
hwnan dignity, of workers' freedom, of rights as a 
citizen of the Republic of Labour, as in the U.S.S.R., 
which denies "freedom" to the bourgeoisie to 
exploit, plunder and strangle the economically 
enslaved. 

The workers in capitalist countries, who in their 
countries experience the very opposite of this, cannot 
but feel moved at the majesty of this land of socialist 
construction. They cannot but be fired by the 
stupendous cultural revolution that is taking place in 
this former land of illiteracy, where in the third year 
of the Five-Year Plan, those able to read and write 
already represented more than SI per cent. of the 
population. Among the peasant women already 
50 per cent. were literate. It is only in the U.S.S.R. 
that science, art, and culture are for the toilers. The 
entire land of the toilers, under the proletarian 
dictatorship, has grown in stature by several heads. 
The intellectual level of the masses has grown, they 
have advanced from their own midst tens of thousands 
of talented organisers for new socialist economy. In 
I932 the total circulation of newspapers reached 
40 millions, i.e., ten times as much as in Tsarist 
Russia. In I932 there were So millions receiving 
various forms of education, half the entire popula­
tion. In l;lniversities alone, in 193 I, about 400 ,ooo 
students were being educated, while in the tech­
nicums there were S6o,ooo-and in all educational 
institutions the overwhelming majority of the 
students are sons and daughters of workers and 
collective farmers. Take the unprecedented growth 
of national culture, now that it is freed from oppres­
sion. Or the growth and development of genuine 
workers and collective farm democracy, realising 
itself to be the master of the country. The Soviet 

Government is the cheapest Government in the 
world for the masses ! Do not all of these facts 
bring about a change in the sentiments of the broad 
masses of toilers in capitalist countries towards the 
U.S.S.R.? 

SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION AND THE DIFFICULTIES OF 

GROWTH. 

But doubts begin to arise in the minds of the 
social-democratic workers in capitalist countries 
when they hear of the difficulties of socialist con­
struction in the U.S.S.R. And this is where the 
despicable role of international social-democracv is 
made plain. During the whole of the existence of 
the proletarian dictatorship in the U.S.S.R., the 
social-democrats have fed like parasites in their 
counter-revolutionary agitation against the U.S.S.R. 
and on our difficulties. Deprive them of our 
difficulties and they appear before the masses naked 
as lepers. 

Like the tern pting spirit of the Bible they whisper 
to the worker in the capitalist desert : "Dost thou 
believe in this Bolshevik socialism ? Enough 1 
Where is the equality of consumption ? " 

"But this is only the first phase of Communism 
(socialism)," says our class-conscious worker, "when 
bourgeois right has been liquidated only with regard 
to the means of production, but is still in operation 
with regard to the distribution of the products of 
labour." 

"But the worker does not receive the full product 
of his labour in the U.S.S.R." 

"Well, even in the final phase of socialism deduc­
tions will be made from the product of the labour 
of the worker to cover depreciation, for the further 
extension of production, for social insurance, etc-.. 

"How can it be avoided then in the country which, 
thanks to your social-democratic treachery, is 
building socialism alone for the time being, in the 
face of the furious resistance of your world, of the 
whole capitalist world." 

"But in the U.S.S.R. there is not enough meat, 
fats, clothes, boots ; there is a card system of rationing 
there are reserved stores for the workers, the marau­
ders of the private market continue to operate." 

"Yes, there is a shortage of things," say the 
proletarians of the U.S.S.R., "because socialism 
has increased the requirements of the toiling popula­
tion of I 50 million who in the past dragged out 
miserable and wretched lives, lived amidst filth and 
vermin, etc., ate grass in famine years, died from 
epidemics. Before the war we made 25 million pairs 
of boots a year and now we make So million, i.e., 
three times as many, and still there is not enough, 
because our peasants no longer want to wear bark 
shoes, because the nomad tribesmen of yesterday, 
the Kirghis, now work in a factory, and now justly 
demand a house with electric light, a bath, soap, 
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working garments, factory-made boots. The stan­
dard of life of the formerly privileged classes and 
groups has fallen. The relics of the old bourgeoisie 
and their hangers-on, the intelligentsia, the Govern­
ment officials, the urban petty-bourgeoisie, the 
ex-traders, the owners of small workshops, etc., have 
a lower standard than they formerly emjoyed, but we 
have improved the standard of life of the main strata 
of the toilers of the 108 nationalities which inhabit 
the U.S.S.R., and which the old system tried to 
convert into human manure for the benefit of Russian 
imperialism. 

"There is a shortage of things because we have 
to economise on the light industry so as to build 
up heavy industry as the basis of our economic 
independence and as a material guarantee against 
military surprises. There is a shortage because the 
population in this country is increasing at a faster 
rate than in any country in the capitalist world. The 
birth-rate is rising, and this is the first sign of an 
improvement in the material conditions of the 
masses. At present we-cannot feed, clothe and shoe 
the whole of the toiling population in this enormous 
country, provide them with sanitoriums, rest homes, 
-decent dining-rooms to the extent we would like ; 
we cannot yet do away with queues because we have 
not enough clothes, boots, fats and meat. Hence, 
the class principle of distribution. Hence, the card 
system of rationing, the reserved stores for the 
workers of our chief industrial centres and the chief 
branches of industry-things which will be abolished 
by the second Five-Year Plan. 

"But if the capitalist system which you social­
democrats support, introduced the ration system in 
order to help carry on the imperialist war, and you, 
despised reptiles, called it war socialism, has not 
the class which is waging a desperate class war 
against the whole of the capitalist world and against 
the 'terrible habits of the millions,' within the 
country, the right to introduce temporary restrictions 
to help strengthen the cause of socialism and the 
cause of the world revolution ? 

"You complain that here and there in the crevices 
of the new system marauders of the private market 
are still to be found. But we have the apparatus 
of the class dictatorship of the proletariat to deal 
with the marauders of the market. We are now 
enforcing the death penalty against marauders of 
collective property, but we are sure that the social­
democrats will take these very marauders under their 
protecting wing just as they took the priests, the 
wreckers, the counter-revolutionary plotters and all 
the most bitter enemies of socialism. 

"But in the U.S.S.R.," say the social-democrats, 
"in view of the difficulties arising in connection with 
the construction of socialism, the present generation 
has to make sacrifices for the benefit of future 
generations." 

But can socialism in the U.S.S.R. keep going 
merely on the sacrifices of the working-class, can it 
continue to call forth the enthusiasm of the millions 
if there is no material basis for such an upsurge and 
such enthusiasm among the masses ? 

To think that our young generation of workers 
and peasants which is growing up amidst the con­
ditions of the greatest revolution in the world, of 
the most extensive proletarian democracy, which 
has not experienced capitalism or the Tsarist regime, 
to think that this generation with its growing political, 
material and cultural requirements will accept 
socialism only in the form of sacrifices and depriva­
tion, is sheer lunacy. The heroic struggle of this 
generation for the happiness of future generations, 
its advance under the flag of service to the interests 
of the world proletarian revolution, is not the 
detached romantic asceticism of the intelligentsia, 
but an all-embracing synthesis of the great social 
ideal with the immediate material interests of the 
masses. Therefore, it is for this very reason that 
social-democracy and all the General Staffs in the 
world have been unable to crush the proletarian 
revolution and to prevent socialist construction in 
the U.S.S.R. 

The chief blame for the sacrifices which the 
proletariat of the U.S.S.R. is compelled to make must 
rest chiefly on the shoulders of social-democracy, 
which, in capitalist countries, has betrayed the 
ultimate aims and the temporary interests of the 
working-class. And yet it has the effrontery to talk 
about sacrifices ; 10 millions killed, 19 millions 
wounded and crippled, 30 millioJlS dead from 
epidemics and famine during the world imperialist 
war, the destruction of productive forces of the 
warring Governments to the amount of zoo biHion 
dollars, the sharp reduction in the consumption of the 
masses during the world crisis, the halving of wages, 
the indescribable starvation and degeneration which 
is going on in the colonies, India, ·china, and the 
Latin-American countries, 5 million unemployed, 
not counting their families, the increase of suicides 
of whole families of workers, the terrible infant 
mortality, i.e., a second war without battles-these 
are some of the sacrifices which the working-class has 
made and is still making for the salvation of capitalism 
and which the social-democrats justify and call on 
the workers to continue 1 

Social-democracy says to the masses : The 
Bolsheviks claim that the second Five-Year Plan will 
bring about the complete reconstruction of national 
economy in the U.S.S.R., but at the present the 
output of coal in the Donbas is declining and there 
are serious difficulties in iron and steel production 
and in transport. They are promising to increase 
the consumption per head of the population two or 
three-fold during the second Five-Year Plan, but in 
the Ukraine they have not sown enough because of 
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the loss of horses. During the second Five-Year 
Plan they want to build classless society. But how 
does this square with the latest decree which gives 
the right to trade to collective farms, to individual 
collective farmers and to individual peasants ? 

Yes, comrades, we still have difficulties to contend 
against and will have in the immediate future, but, 
as Comrade Stalin emphasised at the XVI. Congress"" 
of our Party, these difficulties are difficulties of 
growth, i.e., difficulties which contain within them­
selves the clements for overcoming them. For 
example, the tempo of our industrialisation comes 
up against backwardness and lack of culture, against 
the absence of trained cadres but industrialisation 
itself provides the means for overcoming this evil. 
Take another example-the mechanisation of agri­
culture, an auxiliary phenomenon of which was the 
drop in the number of horses. Hut mechanisation 
itself is the key to the liquidation of the effects of the 
horse shortage. Our difficulties arc of a different 
kind from the difficulties of capitalism which is 
moving to destruction and therefore contains within 
itself the elements of further decay and disintegration. 

Those who wish to understand our difficulties, not 
as class enemies. but as friends of the toilers, like 
Romain Rolland, Theodore Dreiser, Upton Sinclair, 
and others, first of all take into account the concrete 
international and internal situation in which socialist 
construction is going on in the U.S.S.R. 

The question of which stage of socialism has been 
reached in the U.S.S.R. is of decisive importance 
for the understanding of our difficulties and for our 
practical policy in the construction of socialism: ~)o 
not forget. comrades, that we are only at the begmnmg 
of the first phase of Communism, that we have only 
just entered the period of socialism. Our system 
still bears many "birthmarks" of the transition period: 
which are a feature not only of the present stage of 
socialism, hut will not disappear entirely until the 
proletariat of the U.S.S.R. has built up complete 
socialist society and arrives at the second phase of 
Communism when the ruling principle will be "from 
each according to his ability, to each according to his 
needs." Do not forget that we have not yet socialised 
all the means of production. About one-third of our 
farms are still individual peasant farms, and we have 
still to com·ince these individual peasants by practice, 
by concrete experience, of the advantages of the 
collective form of farming over the individual form. 
Another peculiar feature of our stage of socialism 
is the fact that in agriculture, except for the State 
farms and the machine tractor stations, a considerable 
part of the means of production do~s not belong_ to 
society as a whole (the State), but ts the collective 
property of the population of each collective farm. 
Do not forget that the principle we apply in the 

•Modem Books, Ltd. 2/6, 1 /6. 

distribution of goods is "according to the amount of 
labour performed." It is the kulaks, the wage-hogs 
and slackers who demand "equal" distribution and 
consumption. Do not forget that we still have the 
commodity-money form of circulation which, how­
ever, radically differs from the commodity-money 
form of capitalism. This is the system of the last 
stage of NEP ,"" it will continue throughout the whole 
period of the first phase of Communism and even in 
classless society it will become more and more a means 
of socialist accounting, ('Ontrol and distribution. Do 
not forget that we are strongly developing Soviet 
trading because we haYe not yet achieYcd the direct 
socialist exchange of products. We haYc payment 
by results, financial control. Do not forget that we 
shall enter classless society only with the completion 
of the second FiYe-Y car Plan, that we arc marching 
along the path f,f socialist construction in the midst of 
seYerc class struggle, that the strug-gle for a socialist 
attitude to labour. as one of the forms of the class 
struggle, will continue eYen after the liquidation of 
classes. as a prolonged and stubborn struggle for the 
"socialist remoulding of the mind of man." Do not 
forget that surrounded by capitalism as we are, the 
liquidated classes, which formally have submitted to 
the new system, will attempt to smash it by all means 
in their rower, quietly' by inconspicuous sal:otage, by 
wage-grabbing, by slacking at work, by bureaucracy, 
pilfering, profiteering, etc. 

And tl:ose \vho fail to appreciate the concrete 
social-economic and political conditions under 
which we are constructing socialism in the U.S.S.R., 
will \\·ander away from the general line of the Party. 
In the sphere of collective farm policy they will 
suhstitute bureaucratic administration for mass work 
among the peasant collectiYe farmers. They will 
regard collectiYe farm property as State property, and 
not as the collectiYe property of the farmers. On 
distrihuting the han·est in the collective farms they 
will \videly apply the equalisation method on the 
principle "distribution according to size of the 
family." They will haYe fantastic ideas about 
forming agrarian-industrial combines. In the sphere 
of socialist industrialisation and circulation they will 
ignore the last stage of NEF, which is still essential 
for us-business accounting, financial control, the 
regime of economy, etc. 

And these "left" distortions interfere, and will 
in the future hamper the Party in fulfilling the 
important task of increasing the efficiency of labour 
and the problem connected with this-reducing ~ost 
of production and increasing equality. the orgamsa­
tional-economic strengthening of the collective farms 
and the improvement of supplies for the toilers of our 
country. 

These "left" distortions also foster Right oppor-

• New Economic Policy.-Ed. 
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tunism which is the chief danger, opportunism which 
is trying to drag us in the direction of restoring 
capitalism and its methods of economy (drift, 
conniving at kulak tendencies, the dissipation of 
social property, etc,). It is true that since it was 
taught a lesson not long ago right-opportunism does 
not dare to come out openly with its platform. It 
dreams quietly about slowing down the rate of 
industrialisation, about returning to the previous 
stages of NEP, the revising of the collectivisation 
policy. Our Bolshevik Party, which grew up and 
became steeled in the struggle against opportunism, 
will strike mercilessly at it in future, even if it comes 
out without a platform and in the form of vague, 
amorphous sentiment. 

THE MAIN TASKS OF CURRENT POLICY. 

Vv hat are the ways and means by which we can 
overcome our present difficulties? The Party has 
already received the answer to this question. It 
received it in the form of the six conditions of 
Comrade Stalin. The historic significance of these 
conditions lies in the fact that Comrade Stalin did not 
merely propose them for the current situation, but 
as guidance for the Party and the working-class 
which holds good for the whole historical period of 
the construction of socialism. In them the working­
class of our country, and of capitalist countries, 
found the reply to the question as to what was the 
concrete content of the present stage of socialism. 
To fight against "equalisation," against "depersonal­
isation," and for business accounting-are these tasks 
for one month, for one season, for one year? These 
are the tasks that correspond to the basic principles 
of Marx and Lenin regarding the first phase of 
Communism, and the fulfilment of these tasks will 
take up the whole, or nearly the whole, of the first 
phase of Communism. By putting these tasks before 
us, Comrade Stalin put a check on those who had 
already jumped from the concrete, historical con­
ditions of the beginning of the first phase of Com­
munism, and who in their practical policy reflected 
the illusion that it was possible to achieve the 
EQUALITY of the second phase of Communism, 
direct socialist exchange of products, right at the 
present day, at the beginning of the first phase of 
Communism. 

Or take the problems of the organisation of labour, 
labour power and skilled cadres-problems which 
have to be solved by our Party in completely new 
~onditions-are these merely problems of the 
present day ? No ! They are problems of a whole 
historic period. And the task of our Party, trade 
union, and business organisations, is to apply con­
~retely in their work the points of Comrade Stalin 
under the conditions actually prevailing on every 
sector of the economic front. This is the essence 
of concrete leadership, the absence of which fre-

quently gives rise to such great difficulties. Concrete 
leadership presupposes a series of measures based on 
a calculation of the growing demands which the 
masses make on the new system, great initiative on 
the part of the lower economic units, a certain 
decentralisation of the economic organisations within 
the framework of the general plan, liberating our 
economic system from useless forms of bureaucratic 
centralism (we have already begun to divide our chief 
commissariats and economic institutions into smaller 
units), and the application from top to bottom of the 
system of individual responsibility for given tasks, 
and above all, the adoption of business accounting 
and financial control. 

It must be frankly stated that we have not yet 
applied business accounting and financial control. 
With regard to these, we still have in operation many 
relics of war Communism, fostered from time to time 
hy ideological leaps into the second phase of Com­
munism. We must introduce business accounting 
into all branches of our economy. For example, in 
practice we must enforce material responsibility 
(financial) for the factory which is to blame for 
disorganising the work of another factory. Let us 
suppose that a textile factory stops working five or 
six times in a day because the electric power station 
did not supply current, the station must pay the loss 
incurred and must itself demand compensation for 
loss from the organisation which supplied poor 
quality peat and thus caused frequent stoppages at 
the power stati0n. 

But at the same time the Party must strike hard 
at everyone who, on the pretext of introdu~ing 
business accounting, drags in the commercial metl\ods 
of the first years of NEP, and calls for the restoration 
of "freedom of trade" and the free market. A 
correct application of the metho~s of business 
accounting in the present stage of socialism pre­
supposes a stern regime of economy, and this means 
that we must keep the expenditure on our new 
constructions within the limits of the estimates, that 
we must definitely fix the order in which they are to 
be built, avoid unproductive expenditures in the 
factories, avoid having superfluous people on central 
government supply, it means carefully handling 
complicated tools and machines-it means further the 
establishment of firm financial discipline, putting an 
end to the contemptuous attitude that some adopt 
towards the Soviet rouble, to accumulate necessary 
reserves which will enable the enterprises to meet 
contingent difficulties. 

Business accounting is the surest way to increase 
the efficiency of labour and to improve the quality of 
our products, to strengthen the collective farms 
organisationally and economically, and consequently 
to improve supplies for the broad masses. Of 
course, we do not want a caricature of business 
accounting ; but we need business accounting as the 
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basic element of the plan, and applied to every 
machine group, every machine, and every worker, 
to the collective farm, the brigade and the individual 
collective farmer. 

In 1919, Lenin said that ccthe efficiency of labour 
in the long run is the most important and the chief 
thing necessary for the. victory of the new social 
order., Socialism will conquer because it shows a 
higher productivity of labour than capitalism can 
show. But the productivity of labour is determined 
by two factors-firstly, the level of technique, which 
includes the question of the equipment of our 
factories, the ability to operate complicated machines 
and tools, the training of skilled cadres for our 
industry, the proper organisation of labour in the 
factories, etc. To ensure this condition-the raising 
of the productivity of labour-our Party has done, 
and is still doing, a great deal. It has reconstructed 
all our factories. Such factories as the ccAMO" 
which has grown from the small automobile shop 
owned by Riabushinsky, into a giant, are far from 
heing an exception. Every year it trains thousands 
of young Soviet engineers, who have already become 
prominent such as Kartashov in the Donbas, 
Kapelushnikov in Baku, excellent workers whose 
qualifications far exceed those of the best specialists 
in capitalist industry. 

Secondly, the productivity of labour is determined 
by a factor of a social-political character, namely by 
the socialist attitude to labour. This opens up an 
enormous field for a prolonged, stubborn, revolu­
tionary educational effort for the ccsocialist remoulding 
of the mind of man." This is one of the chief tasks 
of the second Five-Year Plan. Socialist com­
petition and shock-brigade methods have raised the 
socialist attitude of our working-class to labour to a 
tremendous height ; 70 per cent. of the workers in 
the factories are now engaged in shock-brigade and 
socialist competition. They have developed also in 
the collective farms and are transforming the men­
tality of yesterday's individual farmer into that of 
collectivism. Socialist competition and shock­
brigade work represent, on a par with the heroism 
of the civil war, the finest and brightest page in the 
history of our revolution. 

But it would be wrong to think that since socialist 
competition and shock-brigade work have strongly 
developed, we have already remoulded the minds of 
our toiling population in the spirit of socialism. The 
psychology of the masses cannot make dizzy leaps 
towards complete Communism if the material 
conditions of human life have not yet emerged from 
the first phases of Communism. If we, members of 
the C.P.S.U., the party of the social revolution and of 
socialism, cannot yet say that we are Communists 
in the sense of the second phase of Communism, then 
what can we expect of the non-Party workers and the 
mass of collective farmers ? The bulk of our 

proletariat represents a new stratum of the proletariat; 
the overwhelming majority of our industrial workers 
have only recently come from the country. The old 
stratum of the proletariat which has been in industry 
for years, is a very thin stratum, while the new 
stratum from the villages bring with them the senti­
ments of yesterday's small owner with which they 
are still imbued. And if we observe the process, 
how socialist competition, shock-brigade work and 
the work of our Party and trade unions turns these 
raw village masses into a new type of man and 
woman we shall see an amazing picture of the 
renaissance of human psychology under the new 
material conditions of socialism. But these are still 
far from being the Communists of complete socialist 
society. 

But still more difficult processes of the reconstruc­
tion of the human mind are taking place and will take 
place in the collective farms. In the year of the great 
change, the masses of middle peasants definitely 
turned in the direction of socialism. But we must 
know how to firmly consolidate these masses in the 
collective farms, to reorganise them under conditions 
which are new to them, to give them a new orienta­
tion, to re-educate them. And this is a very difficult 
task which may give us many a headache yet. In 
pursuing its policy our Party takes all these difficulties 
in the matter of the socialist re-education of the 
masses into account. Therefore, while greatly 
developing the new socialist stimuli, our Party does 
not neglect to use the stimulus of personal interest, 
either in socialist industry or in collective farm 
practice. Hence, in our wages policy, we employ the 
system of wage scales, we have introduced piece­
work, wages depend on the quality of the work 
performed, etc. 

It is well known that we are also experiencing 
difficulties in supplying the toiling masses. What 
measures are our Party taking at the present time to 
overcome these difficulties ? Firstly, the rapid rate 
of industrialisation is the best method of overcoming 
the commodity shortage and of satisfying the growing 
demands of the toiling masses. In addition to 
increasing the sown area in the second Five-Year 
Plan to 16o million hectares, the extensive develop­
ment of collective vegetable farms and State cattle 
ranches-which in the main have already overcome 
the difficulties of the organisational period and have 
brought their stock of sheep to 4! millions, homed 
cattle to 2! millions, and pigs to I million-in 
addition to more extensively developing light 
industry than previously, our Party in the last few 
months has introduced two important measures­
the development of collective farm trading and the 
development of the production of articles for imme­
diate consumption in the big factories (the chief r6le 
in which is played by the newly-organised scrap 
utilisation departments of factories especially in the 
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metal industry, for the manufacture of goods of 
general utility for the villages). And as these 
measures are not only calculated to improve supplies 
for town and country, but are the main lever for the 
organisational and economic strengthening of the 
collective farms, I shall have to deal with them in 
greater detail. 

The decrees recently passed by the Soviet Govern­
ment on collective farm trading are the economic and 
political continuation of the six conditions of Comrade 
Stalin, forming with them a complete system of 
measures calculated to secure a further rapid advance 
to socialism in our country and which rest on a 
combination of the stimuli of both social and indi­
vidual interests in accordance with the stage of 
socialism through which we are passing. 

The bourgeois and social-democratic Press inter­
preted these decrees as marking the beginning of a 
return to the first period of NEP. Can this collective 
farm trading be compared with the first period of 
NEP ? Of course not. The socialist sector now 
occupies the predominating position in the economics 
of our country, the arena of socialist accounting, 
control and regulation has been widely extended, the 
apparatus of Soviet State and co-operative trading in 
spite of all its defects handles practically the whole 
commodity turnover of the country, the kulaks have 
been liquidated as a class in the districts where 
complete collectivisation has been established and a 
great blow has thus been struck at the parasitic 
elements, the strengthening of the proletarian 
dictatorship has given the Soviet Government great 
power in the struggle against speculators and traders. 
Only apologists of capitalism can deliberatdy spread 
the opinion that this is a step back from collectivisa­
tion, a return to NEP of the first period, the abandon­
ment by the Party of the construction of classless 
society. 

At the beginning of NEP, Lenin, in reply to a 
question put to him by the English newspaper 
correspondent, Arthur Ransome, as to whether NEP 
would not lead to the dictatorship of the middle man 
on the market as the result of "free trading," quite 
reasonably answered: "How can that happen when 
production is in our hands and not in the hands of the 
middle man ? " Now we can say more. Now we 
hold the predominant position in the market. What 
new positions can private capitalists seize in the 
villages if the land and the means of production 
(implements, tractor power) are socialised, if the 
machine-tractor stations are gradually helping to 
transfer the present artel• form of the collectivisation 
of agricultural implements to the higher stage of 
being an undertaking of the socialist type, not 
differing from the factory ? The orchard and 
garden, private animal stock (cows, sheep, chickens), 
the share of the farm produce received by the 

• Co-operative.-Ed. 

collective farmer on the basis of the number of days 
he has worked, all remain the private property of the 
collective fanners, but all these are merely elements 
of the personal fund of consumption of the collective 
farmer and his family. They are not means of 
production, ownership of which would create the 
conditions for the exploitation of man by man. If 
the consumption fund be compared with wages, 
because collectivisation is not entirely the same as the 
relationships that exist in a socialist factory, and a 
collective farmer is still not entirely the same as a 
proletarian, nevertheless, this personal consumption 
fund of the collective farm family, realised through 
the market, cannot, on the other hand, be identified 
with small commodity farming. Although eco­
nomically the market relations of the unsocialised part 
of a collective farm resemble those of small com­
modity farming, the social relations of the collective 
farm, however, are approximate to those of the 
socialist factory. To fail to see the dialectics of 
collective farming is to make a number of mistakes in 
practical collective farm policy. This means, to 
regard collective farm trading, not as the perfectly 
natural function of the artel form of the collective 
farms, but as a concession to "petty bourgeois" 
anarchy. But the theory of "concessions," i.e., 
statements that collective farm trading is a con­
cession, a retreat, reflects in practice those excesses 
in collective farm practice which foster equalisation 
and depersonalisation, leading to the absolute 
disruption of some collective farms. 

Why do we fight against equalisation in wages in 
the socialist factory ? Why do we employ the 
stimulus of the personal interest of the worker in 
order to raise his output, and pay wages according 
to results ? Why is it that in enterprises of the con­
sistently socialist type, i.e., higher forms than that 
of collective farms, we permit piece-work ? And 
why is it that sometimes in our practical work i~ the 
collective farms, in the lower artel form, we have 
gone to such a, length of bureaucratic distortions 
with this equalisation in payment and lack of personal 
responsibility that we hinder both the social and the 
individual stimulus to labour ? When our Party, on 
the initiative of Comrade Stalin, corrected this 
pernicious practice and, not in the least degree 
changing the basis of our collective farming policy, 
by means of the new decree simply directed the 
entire attention of the Party and Soviet apparatus 
to the correct Leninist-Stalin application of this 
policy, the bourgeoisie and their social-fascist 
hangers-on raised a howl that we were returning to 
the NEP, that we were making "concessions" to 
elementary forces, etc. What is meant by a struggle 
against the equalising tendency and lack of personal 
responsibility in collective farming ? It means an 
increased fund for the personal consumption of the 
collective farmer and his family, here, too, making use 
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of the incenti\·e of personal interest, through the 
market, it is true, hut a market which is directed, 
which is regul<lted by the proletarian state, a market 
which serves the interests of socialist construction, or, 
what is the same thing under the proletarian dictator­
ship, which serves to raise the standard of living of 
the toiling masses. But did our Party ever deny or 
entirely replace the socialist stimulus by the stimulus 
of personal interest in the collective farms ? The 
very artel form of the collective farm is the best 
combination of personal and social stimuli, because 
we are now only at the beginning of the first phase of 
Communism (socialism) and we chose this form of 
socialised agriculture and not the agricultural 
commune. 

"The conditions are not yet ripe for agricultural 
communes as the PREVAILING form, in which not 
only production hut distribution also is socialised. "• 

The basic line laid down hy Comrade Stalin still 
holds good. 

And when certain people advise us to give up the 
new social stimulus and rely only on the individual 
stimulus of the peasants for the purpose of raising 
the level of agriculture, we cannot describe these 
coun-;ellors otherwise than as the mouthpiece of the 
kulaks. We never rejected the personal stimulus of 
the C·.>llective farmer. But the increased emphasis 
which is now being put on the individual stimulus 
has a different political meaning. Behind the talk 
of restoring individualist stimuli there is hidden a 
cowardly attempt to revise the policy of collectivisa­
tion. 

As we know. the whole of bourgeois political 
economv has h~en built up on the idea that no 
society can exist without the individualist prim.:iple 
of personal interest, that socialism is impossible for 
the very reason that it destroys this "fundamental 
of fundamentals" of capitalist society. Not only 
our svstem, hut monopolist capitali~m itself, has 
pro,·e~i the re~·crsc. . . . . . 

Impersonahty, the crushmg of all 1mhnduahty 
the bureaucratisation of the el·onomic apparatus 
due to the growth of unproductive expenditure. that 
which Schmalenbach called the "bonds of business" 
-this is the direction of the development of mono-
polist capitalism. . . . . . . . 

And now, when the mdtvtduahstH.: sttmulus IS 

passing thr::>ugh such funJamental perturl~at.ions in 
the capitalist world, we in the land of soctahsm arc 
ad,·ised to retun1 to it. And what does a return 
ENTIRELY to the stimulus of personal interest 
mean in agriculturt' except a return from collectt\'isa­
tion to small commoJity fanning. 1\loreo\'er, why 
should tre stimulus of personal intcrt·st b~ inter­
preted to mean exclusively \vage-hogging, the 
striving of the colle<.:tive farml'rs to sell tl.c whole 
of the markctahk part of their crop on _.!_h~ _priv~t~ 

---------- -- -
• :-it:tlin : Di-:::::y fcith S11cass. 

market at speculative prices, the restoration of the 
"personal" work of the collective farmer and his 
family on a separate, exclusive, isolated part of land, 
with the help of primitive implements of labour, a 
horse and plough ? 

And is not the advantage of large-scale production 
over small production, the replacement of the bar­
harous peasant form of hand labour hy the work of 
machines and the resulting enormous increase in 
the productivity of this labour, the shortening of 
the busy seasons in farming, the freeing of peasant 
hands from extra work, the penetration of electricity 
into the villages, the introduction of artificial irriga­
tion, which are possible only on a "collective" basis 
and which abolish the age-long worry of the peasant 
concerning rain, does not all this serve as a "stimulus 
of personal interest" for the peasant in the collective 
form of farming ? 

How otherwise can we explain the o\·erfulfilment 
of the Five-Year Plan of collel·ti,·isation which took 
place in the U.S.S.R. in 1929. the unquestionable 
historic.: fact that the middle peasants, not to speak of 
the poor peasants, irrevocably turned in the direction 
of socialism in the "year of great change," joining in 
solid ranks the collective farms and f01ming whole 
regions of complete collectivisation ? 

What idealist motives, and what ideal measures 
of organisation could have compelll~d millions of 
peasants who had lost the stimulus of personal 
interest, year after year, to plough and sow, to reap 
and mow, to plough up summer fallow, to sow in 
the autumn when the fields are almost like swamps ? 
Why did the stimulus of personal interest of the 
collective fanner, which acted in comhination with 
the new social stimulus in 1929, more orlesscorrectly, 
fail to act in 1932 ? Is it merely a seasonal stimulus ? 
Furthermore. whv does it a~t fairlv well at the present 
time in the middle Volga, w~cre, in spite of the 
drought last year, the sowing plan was fulfilled. the 
han· est was gatl:ered in good time. or in the l\loscow 
region. which has carried out all the agricultural 
campaigns of the last few years not at all baJly, but 
for some reason this unfortunate stimulus breaks 
down in the Ukraine. One would think that this 
stimulus is suhject to local \·ariation. :\nd this local 
variation exists not only in whole regions hut in 
separate districts in that region and even in one and 
the s<une district. in indi\·idual collecti,·e farms. We 
<.'an find two collecti,·e fanT's in one and the same 
distril't, where in one the stimulus fails to act, as in the 
tTkrainian. while in the other it acts as effectively as 
in the milldle Volga and the l\losrow region. It is 
q11ite ob,·ious that tl:e question is not one of"stimuli," 
hut of the organisation of the collecti\·e fann, that 
talk about stimuli is an attempt to throw the respon­
sibilitv for organisational imrotence and inability on 
to oh{cctin· causes. to turn away from the difficulties 
of organisational tasks, to choose the easie~t path. 
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The task of organisationally and economically 
strengthening the collective farms is now the main 
link which we must seize in order to pull the whole 
chain of tasks for raising the agriculture of our 
country. Without this it will be impossible to raise 
agriculture. We cannot improve the harvests by 
elimination of weeds, winter fallowing for crops like 
beet, we cannot restore and extend individual and 
collective cattle-raising, dairy fanning, chicken 
fanning, vegetable gardening, fruit growing, etc., 
if we do not increase the profitability of the collective 
farms. And this in turn presupposes the proper 
organisation of labour in the collective farms based 
on a combination of social and personal stimuli, the 
introduction of piece-work in the collective farins, 
the ruthless elimination of equalisation in wages and 
lack of responsibility which foster loafing on the 
job, careful supenrision and control over the quality 
of the work, proper registration of this work and a 
sensible and economic division of labour among the 
brigades. This also presupposes reducing so-callc:d 
capital construction in the collective farms to the 
limits of actual necessity, the ruthless cutting down 
of all kinds of management expenses, the organisation 
of all kinds of supplementary handicraft work in 
addition to field work. 

We shall not advance a single step forward in 
raising agriculture unless we increase the profitability 
of the working day. Millions of collective fanners 
must become convinced by personal experience of the 
greater economic advantages collective fanning 
brings them compared with individual fanning. It 
is not a matter of words and speeches and agitation, 
but a matter of facts which speak for themselves and 
convince the collective masses. 

Finally, the problem of the organisational and 
economical strengthening of the collective farms is 
connected with the development of the Soviet goods 
turnover. Collective farm trading will receive a 
great impetus if, in exchange for the products of 
agriculture and stock rearing in the villages, a stream 
of manufactured goods for general use flows from 
the towns. We must not forget that our smytchka• 
with the villages, which, above all, is of a productive 
character, does not exclude consumption. Our 
Party and the Soviet Government are now taking 
energetic measures to develop the manufacture of 
articles of general use by a supplementary mobilisa..: 
tion of commodity resources. 

Such are the measures by which the C.P.S.U. is 
strengthening the cause of socialism in the U.S.S.R. 

THE PATH OF THE U.S.S.R. IS THE PATH OF 
REVOLUTION AND VICTORY. 

When Lenin left us he said: "Ten or twenty 
years of proper relations with the peasants and victory 
is assured, even if the proletarian revolutions, which 

• Bond.-Ed. 

are growing, should be delayed." Under conditions 
when the proletarian revolution in other countries 
is being delayed, we treasure this behest of Lenin 
like the apple of our eye. The relations of the 
proletariat to the peasants in the U.S.S.R. have 
already become not merely an alliance, not m~rely 
a smytchka as we called these relations in I 929 . 
Thanks to collectivisation they have become some­
thing more. The position now is not merely that 
class interests coincide : they have grown into the 
unity of class interests based on the unity of the 
social system. 

The proletariat of the U.S.S.R., under the leader­
ship of the C.P.S.U ., secured the victory of socialism 
with the support of the world proletariat, but for the 
time being, without the practical help of the world 
proletarian revolution. 

But the cause of socialism would make immeasur­
ably greater progress in the U.S.S.R. if we got help 
from your side in th~ form of a proletarian revolution. 

The world proletariat must know that its belated­
ness in the matter of the world proletarian revolution 
has created many additional difficulties for us. The 
fact that our proletariat was the first to break through 
the imperialist front without support from the 
proletarian revolution in other countries made this 
work particularly difficult, much more difficult than 
it will be for the workers of those countries which, in 
the approaching second round of revolutions and 
wars, will take the path of the proletarian revolution. 

It is true that in the struggle for the proletarian 
revolution in your countries you will encounter many 
additional difficulties that did not exist for us Russians 
on the eve of the October Revolution. But you 
have many advantages which we had not when we 
marched to the October Revolution. 

It is true that your capitalism is more firmly 
established than Russian capitalism was in 1917, 
but your proletariat is much more numerous and 
much stronger than ours was. It is true that your 
bourgeoisie is cleverer and has learned many lessons 
from the October Revolution, but it is also the task 
of the Communist Parties to learn from the experience 
of the October Revolution, so as to he more strongly 
armed against a cunning, deceptive and clever enemy. 

It is true that we Bolsheviks were helped by the 
war, but you are being helped by the world crisis. 

It is true that we were saved by the enormous 
width of our territory, but in your rear you have the 
enormous place d' armes of the proletarian revolution 
and socialism in the U.S.S.R. 

It is true that social-democracy is stronger in your 
countries than it was in the U.S.S.R., but if you 
have not been able to undermine the influence of 
social-democracy in spite of the world war, the 
proletarian revolution in the U.S.S.R., the revolutions 
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in the Central Empires• and the world crisis, the 
fault is yours. 

It is true that fascism has come across the path of 
the proletarian revolution in your countries, which 
was not the case u•ith us, but the appearance and 
gro~~ of fascism are due to the over-ripeness of 
capitalism and the belatedness of the proletarian 
revolution. 

At the Second Congress of the Com intern, we 
said that the proletarian struggle for power in 
capitalist countries would be more difficult than 
here. But, comrades, certain changes have taken 
place since than. The lJ.S.S.R. has victoriously 
fulfilled the first Five-Year Plan and is entering into 
the second. By this it renders enormous assistance 
to the world proletariat in the struggle for power. 
The country that next takes t~ e path of proletarian 
revolution after the U.S.S.R. will have behind it, 
not the Socialist Republic of 1920 in the period of 
war Communism, but a socialist, industrialised 
country, which has completed a Five-Year Plan. 
We rushed into the fight alone in the sense that we 
had b~hind us neither a victorious proletarian 
re\:ol';ItlOn ~or. a country which was victoriously 
bUIJdmg soc1ahsm. We had no ready-made models 
of practical socialism. You have an invincible 
fortress-a socialist country with a firm industrial 
basis. . Our ~xperience of the various stages of our 
revolutiOn will help you to avoid many difficulties in 
the s~h~re. of relations with the peasants, NEP, 
collectivisatwn, the management of socialised industrv, 
etc. We took a road hitherto untrodden bv human 
feet. You will march along a beaten path. ·For you 
the. construc.tion of socialism will be many times 
easier than It v.·as for us, because you will inherit 
from the past a higher level of productive forces than 
the October Revolution inherited. And if we were 
able to obtain our tremendous successes, in spite of 
the difficulties we had to overcome day after day 

• i.e., Austria and Germany in 1918.-Ed. 

owing to the low level of productive forces we 
inherited, then what unprecedented rates of develop­
ment ai?-d expansion will you achieve when your 
productive forces are put on a socialist basis ? 

The experience of our first Five-Year Plan and the 
prospe~ts of the .second, tell the workers in capitalist 
countnes who still fear the cost of revolution and the 
difficulties of constructing socialism that in 1918-19, 
after the end of the World War, you feared the cost 
of revolution, but during the pa8t fifteen years you 
have suffered greater loss by preserving the obsolete 
capitalist syste~. And will it be only fifteen years ? 
You were afra1d that revolution and civil war would 
destroy productive forces, but the world crisis of 
capital ism has destroyed them to a far larger extent 
than revolution would have done. You were afraid 
of the convulsions which might he caused by the 
proletarian re,·olution-unemployment, depreciation 
of currency, fierce class struggles, bloody war ; but 
capitalism has put you into a zone of tremendous 
convulsions, fascism, war, the undermining of the 
material basis of existence of millions of human 
beings. You dreamt of "stabilised capitalism," but 
the relative, decayed capitalist stabilisation which was 
establis~_ed after tl:e first round of revolution and 
wars has come to an end. You were afraid of the 
difficulties of socialist construction, but capitalism 
ha~ compelled you to share with it .all.fhe sufferings 
of Its own death agony-the closirig of factories, the 
failure of banks, unemployment, and the loss of the 
savings of small depositors, wage-cuts, the reduction 
and even the abolition of social insurance, the increase 
of exploitation. Proletarians, comrades, you must 
choose between capitalism and socialism, between 
reaction and revolution, between the dictatorship of 
the bourgeoisie and the dictatorship of your own 
class. There is no other wav. :\nd we have no 
ooubt as to the choice which the working-class of the 
world \\·ill make. It will choose the path of the 
proletariat of the U.S.S.R., the path of revolution 
and victorv ! 

(Continued from page 636.) 

?f course, must under no circumstances duplicate 
Its work. The Communists within the trade union 
~nd peasant organisations must learn to pursue a 
tru~ Communist line in them. They must co­
ordmate. the s~r.uggle for the daily demands with 
the basic political slogans, subordinating their 
~ork to the tasks of th.e struggle for the power. 
fhe Japanest> Commun1st Party which is heroic-

ally leading the struggle against the imperialist 
\\'ar c.nd the bourgeois-police monarchy, will then 
succeed in solving the problems confronting it, 
undermiomg tht> ma~s base of the Social-Demo­
cracy in the labour movement, winning a majority 
of the working clas~. and securing the develop­
ment of mass battles for a revolutionary solution 
of the war and economic crisis. 
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ON THE END OF CAPITALIST STABILISATION 
SPEEcH HY CoMRADE MANlJILSKY. 

'/'he New Fca,fures itt tlw lutematiorUll 
Situatiuu. 

T HE most important and newest problem in 
the thesis submitted to the Plenum, the 

approach of which Comrade Stalin sig-mtlled sonw 
time ago, is tlw question of the emf of capitalist 
stalJilisatiuu. One can s.ay, without exaggeration, 
that this is the most significant 1 hing that has 
been said by the (~om intern since 1 he end of th(' 
first round of wars and revolutions. This fact 
will determine the policy of the (~om intern for the 
next years to come. Because of the swift changT 
of events, which occurs as a result of the end of 
capitalist stabilisation, we shall have to re­
orientate the ( 'ommunist Parties in accordance 
with the change in the surrounding conditions. 

The end of capitalist stabilis:ttion means a 
sharp change in the international situation (the 
breakdown of the Dawes Plan, 1he Young Plan 
of Reparations, of the Washington AgreenH'nt 
and an unprecedented sharpening- of antagonisms 
between the imperialist robbers) as well as of the 
inner class relationships in the capitalist countries 
(the pauperisation of the toiling· masses, their 
enslavement by fin:111ce capital to a gre<tter degree, 
th<' growth of Fascism and the upsurge of tht· 
revolutionary strugg-le on the basis of 1 he 
sharpened class struggle). 11 abo means a 
change in the attitude of the imperialis1 p<n\crs 
to the colonies (a furious onslaught upon tlw 
colonies, war in ( 'hina, mass executions in India, 
Indo-( ~hina, and the nnswcr to th;tt-the upsurg{· 
of the national-revolutionary .'move.ment in the 
colonies). Finally, there is the change in the atti­
tude of tlw impcrinlist robbers to the U.S.S.R. 
(the entrance of the U.S.S.R. into the period of 
Socialism and its progress in the construct ion of 
Socialist societv, \Vhich rouses the furions h:t1n·tl 
of the capitalist \vorld and \vhich :tlso proves th<~t 
the "respite" gi\'l·n to tlw Soviet llnion is coming 
to an end). 

The significance of this c<tntwt IH' \\Takcncd h~ 
the fact that the proc-ess which brought ahout the 
end of capitalist stabilisation is not yet compkt(•d, 
that the ooeration of all the basic contradict ions 
of eapitali~m develops unevenly in different coun­
tries. Such countnes as the U.S.A., Franc(', 
China or India arc equally witnessing tlw end of 
capitalist stabilisation, although the depth ot the 
class movement, the degree of class antag-onisms, 
as we11 as the int<'rnattonal situation of each of 
these countries is altog-ether different. 

The end of capit:tlist stabilisation-is a fact not 
of local, hut of international sig-nificance. From 

it we shall have to make tactical nmdusions of 
au international character. Hut Comrm.k: 
KuusineJt was right in warning us, in his report, 
ag-;11nst treatmg- these tactical conclusions too 
lig-htly, without taking- the peculiarities of dilfer­
ent countnes, and the uneven development of 
revolutionary processes into ;uTount. 

This cannot he mJtJgatc<l t'\Cn by the fact that 
the end of capitalist stabiliscttion docs not mean 
1hat to-morrow we sha11 havl' the crash of the 
Versailles Treaty. ~'c an· only at the beg-inning 
of this crash. As or old, ( i(·rm;mv and Austria 
an· still being- choked; as of old, "the Versailles 
i'rontil·rs arc still being- guarded; as of old, French 
imperialism surrounds itself with a chain of v;ts­
sals-allies (Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, Roumania, 
Jugo-SiavJn). Around this Versailles system 
(rcpamtions, frontiers, ;1rmaments) there Is now 
de\ eloping an unprecedented struggle which is 
speeding up the end of capitalist stabilisation. 

This fac1 of \\·orld-wide signitic;uwe is not 
altered though the end of capitalist stabilisation 
is accompanied by t IH: ( 'ommunist 1':1 rt 1es lagg-ing 
behind the objective conditions. This lagging 
behind only retards the collapse of capitalism, and 
the pnwcss of transforming the end ol capit<tlist 
stahilis;t1 ion into a revolutionary, crisis. Becaust· 
of this situation, there will he ,; dclinitc lapse of 
time between 1he end of capit;dist stabilisation 
;md tlw revolutionary crisis in the most import­
ant imperialist countries. The length of this 
time, discounting thl' nhjcc1ive conditions, will 
depend upon 1 he activity of the Communist 
P;1rtics. However, no matter how great the( 
acti,·it\· of tlw Communist Partit·s will he, the 
1ransl;mnat1on of tlw end of c:tpitalist stnbilis­
ation into a n.·,·olutionary nisi" \\'ill (l<·vclop un­
t'Vl'nly in different count ne<;. 

w;. have vcr_v little reilSOtl to tmag-me tll<tt 
'this short sp<Wl' of time which n·prcst·nts thl' 
tr<lnSJtJOn to tt1e Sel·nnd round of \\ ;1rs and rC\"()-. 
lutions 1s a sort of "fourth period'' which ,,·ill 
lead to a "fifth period" of getwral r('volutionar\' 
nisis. A 1 the VI Cong-ress Wl' ch~H<lderisell t II<' 
"third period'' <IS tlw sharpC'ning- of the funda­
nwnt;tl eont radict ions of 1·apitalism which is 
in<'vit:1hly leading the capit;tlis1 world to" second 
round of wars <~nd rl'volutions. It is, however, 
the C'nd of capitalist stabilis;ll ion which nw kl's 
up, so fo say, th(' ''soul" of th<' third period. 

"This third p<'riod, rends the resolution 
of the VI Congress, in \vhich the ('(llltradiction 
h('tw<'en the g-rowtl1 of tlte pr(lcluctin· forces and 
th<' <'IJnfr;wtion of mnrkl'ls hlTill111' p:trtinllarly 
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accentuated ; is inevitably giving rise to fresh 
~erie~ of imperinli~t wars: Hnlong the imperilt1ist 
stntes them!;cJves; \\'ars of t hP imperialist slates 
agniu!';t the lT .S.S. R. ; wars of national liberation 
Hgainst imperialism and impcrinlist intervention 
:tnc1 to gigantic dass battles. The intensific-ation 
of a11 intertlationlll nntagoni~ms (antagonisms be­
tween the capitalist States and the U.S.S.R., tht! 
military occupation of Northern China-which is 
the beginning of the partition of Chinn - the 
mutual strugg-les between the tmperialists, etc.), 
the intensiflc'atinn of the iuternal antagonisms in 
capitali~t countric!'l (the swing to the left of tlw 
masses of the working- dass, growing acut(•twss 
of the dnss strugg-le), and the wide development 
of colottial. mo'l.,ements (China, India and Syria) 
which arc htking place in this period, will 
inevitably lead, - throug-h the further d<.~velop­
ment of the contra<iictions of capitalist stabilis­
atkm,-to capitalist stc.tbilisatton becoming still 
more precarious ancl to the !->evcrc intensification 
of the gcucral crisis of capitctlism. . . . " 

11 Hence, t ht• maturing- of a new series of 
gigantic military contlic'ts, of wars of intervention 

. ngainst the LT.S.S.R. and tlw intervention 11ow 
proceeding ;tt full pace in China. Therefort•, the 
~levelopment of the contradictions of capitalist 
stabilisation inevitably leads, in the final analysis, 
to the present g-rowing- into " period of gig-antic 
c;ttadysms. '' 

There wets a time when certain comrades wt•rc 
inclined to accept various powerful strikes and 
(lemonstratio11~ as events which overlap the 
boundaries of the third period. At the X Plenum 
;tlready, voices were lll·ard asking whether it i~ 
not high time to transfer the world revolutionary 
movement to t1w "fourth class." The comra<ies 
''':ho put this que'stion diet not understand the 
revolutionary character of the third period. \Vt!, 
had to dl~cisiv<.·ly combat this playing at periods, 
which served as a substitute for the serious revo­
lutionary evaluation of events; we had to fig-ht 
against hollow-sounding- schemes, which say 
nothin:.,:-, and have no relation to the international 
and d;:~ss situation. To present the end of 
~~apitalist stabiliscttion as a sort of special period 
without wars and revolutions, is to portray this 
perioo as the natural decay of the capitalist 
system, while the working class is completely 
passive. This means to portray the fate of 
monopoly ('npitalism like that of nncient fireec(• 
or Rome-the ctel'omposition of a socio-politica 1 
system, without any action on the part 'l1f th<' 
dass which is to push l:his system into the nhyss. 

Rut if we cannot fon•tcll the <iav and d<'termitw 
the exact duration of the period ·of transition of 
the end of capitalist stahilisation to the zone of 
revolution and wars. \\'{' nrl' nlso unable to accept· 

fatalistknlly, beforehand, that this period of the 
decay of capitalism will be of very long durtttion. 
The answt~r to this questi,')n belongs, above all, 
to the working- dass. 

The problem of the end of eHpitaJist stubilis­
atton is also of tremendous significance bct·ausc 
it decictes the question of the new stage of the 
g-eneral crisis of capitalism. The new point on 
this question in our thesis is thHt the general 
world crisis of capitalism is approaching ~l new 
stag-e of <ll~velopmcnt. How will this new stage 
of the genernl crisis of t•apitalism present itself? 
What will be its content? Predsely-the new 
round of wars ~mel revolutions. In order to 
understand this new development of the general 
crisis of capitalism WL' must have a dear and con­
l'retc idea of what tht· socio-political consequences 
of the end of capitalist stabilisation will bt~. 

TIIF. GROW fH OF THE CONTRAl>ICTIOSS OF 

l"AP1'1 "LISM. 

World capitalist economy has never repre­
sented a harmonious unit. Rut even the relative 
unity of t ht~ world capitalist economy which 
existed before tlw world war, was destroyed by 
the proletarian revolutio~l in Russia, which split 
world economy into two altogether diffen•nt 
\\·orJds. The ris" of Socialist economy in the 
U.S.S.R. was the most important cause of the 
g-eneral world crisis of capitalism. But the pre­
sent economic crisis has caused further damage 
to world capitalist economy. It lws disintegrated 
fltis l'Cmwmy into its uatimwl-state pa.rfs. 

The pl·riod that has elapsed between the X I 
and :X I I Plenums was characterised by the fact 
thflt the disinteg-ration o( \vorhl economy into 
small parts readu~d very larg·c proportions. A 
wave of ~o-called "economic nationalism" (tlw 
dc,·clopment of protectionism, prohibition of 
export of currency, tariff wars, import quotas, 
pn·fcrcnce, l'lc. ), has swept the capitalist world. 
This tendenev towards economic isolation 
(autarchy) h<•s ·begun to develop at a furious rate. 
Tlw capitalist worlci rest.•mhles a sinking­
"Titanic," when~ everyone tries to save himself. 
and at tlw expense of his neig-hbour. This is the 
cconomi1· hnsis of .the wave of nationalism, the 
~rowth of which has been pointed out in the 
thesis of tlw XII Plenum, and which is connected, 
in the most intimate manner \vith the devolop­
ment of Fascism. This is one of the manifesta­
tions of the end of capitalist stabilisation which 
raises t h<' gen<>ral crisis of capitalism to et nt.'\\' 

stag-c. 
But the grm.ving- wn.ve of nationalistic senti­

ment not only fosll'rs Fascism; it gives rise to a 
,,·ar mentality in the <'apitnlist world. To-da,·, 
more t h:m t lw ('\'l' of H)J4, t hf> capitalist world 
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resembles a powder magazine. Only the under­
ground passages of this magazine have been 
changed. To the old contradictions of Europe, 
there are now added 'the antagonisms of the 
Pacific. The end of the era of capitalist stabilis­
ation in the Pacific not only means a war against 
China, and a threat of war against the U.S.S.R.; 
it also means a growing conflict between Japan 
and the United States. The Washington five­
power treaty is already scrapped ; the era of 
world conflicts in the Pacific, which includes the 
sum total of European conflicts on the Mediter­
ranean and Atlantic, is the herald of a terrible 
and unprecedented world war which will bring 
aU the continents of the globe into action. 

This maturing world war is being wedged into 
the complicated system of colonial movements, 
into the heated internal relations of the capitalist 
countries which reek with social conflicts. 

All these contradictions of capitalism are mani­
festing themselves on a wider scale. And while 
the first round of wars and revolutions primarily 
bore a European character, the second round will 
bring the toilers of the whole world into this con­
flict. Such events as the strained relations be­
tween Germany and Poland over the Danzig 
corridor, war in China, the brandishing of 
weapons in Japan and the United States, and 
finally, the openly-expressed plans for an attack 
on the U.S.S.R. from the west and the east-all 
these new aspects are closely bound up with the 
end of capitalist stabilisation. 

Is it an accident-that in addition to Germany 
and Poland, Japan and China are now becoming 
key positions in the world revolutionary move­
ment? It is towards these countries that the gaze 
of the international proletariat is now directed. 
This is the political synthesis of Halkanised 
Europe and the tightening of the knot of antagon­
isms in the Pacific. 

Germany is the country which has the strongest 
mass Communist Party, the country which 
stands nearer to the proletarian revolution thnn 
all other advanced capitalist countries. A 
revolution in Germany means a revolution 
in the whole of Central and Eastern Europe. 
~his would mean the creation of a mighty revolu­
tiOnary fist against the rest of the capitalist 
world which would give decisive superiority to 
the land of the proletarian dictatorship over the 
rest of the capitalist world. Germany is the main 
link in the Versailles Treaty. Its economic 
system is more shattered than that of any of the 
?ther big .capitalist countries. Of aJl the capital­
ISt countnes Germany has the sharpest internal 
class struggles, it is the open wound of Europe 
(the German question, after the U.S.S.R. is the 

most troublesome problem to the capitalist 
world), it is the struggle of an advanced capitalist 
country, against the domination of imperialism. 

Poland, the country where the workers' and 
peasants' movement has fighting revolution­
ary traditions, is the bridge to the proletarian 
revolution in Germany. Poland is at the same 
time the capitalist outpost against the U.S.S.R. 
It is also the fist of world imperialism (particu­
larly France) which is preparing a war against 
the First Workers' Republic. Poland is the gen­
darme of reactionary Fascism in Eastern Europe, 
at the sftme time it is a land in decline, revealing 
the bankruptcy of Fascism. 

Alongside of these two countries there is 
China, which plays !a most important re,le in 
undermining capitalist stabilisation. China is 
the nerve-centre of the antagonisms among the 
most powerful capitalist cauntries in the Pacific; 
it is developing all the antagonistic conflicts be­
tween Japan and the United States. With its 
revolution, it is rousing the peoples of Indo­
China, India, Philippines, the Malay Islands and 
other colonies. It is the centre of instability of 
the whole colonial system of world imperialism 
which reaches on the East, through Mongolia to 
the Soviet Union and China with its tremendous 
Soviet territory-and unconquerable Red Army. 
Remember that since the XI Plenum the Kuornin­
tang has undertaken three offensives (altogether 
four) against the Soviet territory of China and 
aJI these were repelled by the ·victorious Red 
Army. This was an historical test of the possi­
bility of applying the Soviet system, not only to 
China, but in general to the colonial peoples. In 
this struggle, millions "voted with arms in their 
hands'' for the Soviet government in China. 
Since the XI Plenum, the national revolutionary 
movement in China, because of the Japanese 
invasion, has reached unprecedented heights, 
leaving the revolutionary wave which we wit­
nessed in 1925-27 far behind in its sweep. This 
anti-Japanese movement was really a movement 
of all the Chinese workers. 

And are these facts less indicative of the end 
of capitalist stabilisation than the decrease in 
production, etc.? 

Finally, Japan is a country which is under­
mining capitalist stabilisation not only with the 
depreciation of currency, but with her war-her 
aggressive policy in the Far East dictated by her 
desire to rule over all Asia, and, to rule the 
Asiatic waters of the Paci'fic, with the aid of her 
strong navy. Besides the war and the raging 
military-Fascist reaction, capitalist stabilisation 
is also being undermined bv the growing revolu-
tionary crisis in Japan. · .. 
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SHARPENING <.:LASS STRUGGLES AND THE GROWTH 

OF FASCISM. 

Secondly, the end of capitalist stabilisatiOn 
means the sharpening of class struggle, and the 
growth of Fascism. As the usual formula of our 
thesis and resolutions, this, of course, does not 
represent anything new. But the degree of 
Fascisation of the capitalist countries, i!l this 
new stage of development, will be different from 
what it ha~ been hitherto. What is taking place 
in Germany now is an example of the path which 
will be taken hy all capitalist countries, unl.es."i 
the militant, revolutionary actions of the proit:­
tariat, or proletarian re.volution retard the prt'­
cess, or put an end to 1t. If we are to spedk 
seriously about the end of capitalist stabilisntion, 
we must also point out that so-called bourgeois 
democracy is also experiencing a sharp crisis, 
which is leading to its political death-agony. The 
development of the crisis of bourgeois democracy 
will be determined by two factors ; the growt!1 of 
the revolutionary upsurge, and the development 
of Fascism. 

Hitherto we have said that the bourgeoisie 
governs with the help of its two wings - the 
Social-Democracy and Fascist Party. The period 
~f capitalist stabilisation was characteriseJ by 
th(! fact that the bourgeoisie utilised Social­
Democracy as its main weapon (coalition govern­
ments, and Social-Democratic governments). The 
end of capitalist stabilisation increases the specific 
gravity of Fascism in capitalist governrnt~nt 
actmmistrattons. It would be premature to say 
that Social-Democracy has already become Rn 
inmate ot a home for the aged, maintained for 
past services, but at the same time, we must not 
think that the end of capitalist stabilisation ts not 
altering the position of Social-Democracy in the 
system of capitalist governments. 

Nor must Fascism, particularly during the end 
of capitalist stabilisation, be represented as a 
one-sided process of the growth of reaction. 
Civil war parties are not organised if there is no 
one to fight, if the elements of this war do not 
exist in reality.· It is silly to think that the 
development of Fascism will grow if ab5olute 
passivity reigns in the camp of the prolet!lriat. 
That is true of separate countries, and of inter­
national relations. First of all, Fascism, being 
a product of the decay of capitalism, as Comrade 
Kuusinen correctly pointed out, is itself suhiect 
to decay. Even in the rising curve of German 
Fascism, we already observe elements of its de­
cline. Secondly, the end of capitalist stabilis­
ation is characterised by the fact that those 
Fascist dictatorships which had established them­
selves in the period of capitalist stabilisation 

(Jugo-Slavia, Poland, Italy) are now under the 
blows of the revolutionary mass upsurge. 1 t 
would be wrong then, in the conditions of the 
new phase of the general crisis of capitalism, to 
depict the development of Fascism in the form of 
a rising curve only. There will be curves going 
in the opposite direction also. These will repre­
sent the elements of the revolutionary upsurge 
and of the growing revolutionary crisi~. 

Our thesis characterises the present situation 
as a struggle of antagonistic forces, in some 
places very intense, and in some more restrained. 
This struggle of antagonistic forces represents 
the maturing of the elements of revolution and 
counter-revolution which are inherent in the pre­
sent unstable situation. Marx was fully justified 
in saying: 11 The Party of revolution rallies the 
party of reaction.', 

Fascism, dS a political party, is as unstable as 
the whole present situation. As a product of the 
decay of capitalism, it reveals symptoms of decay 
even in moments of its greatest upsurge: and if 
many years were required for the defeat of 
Social-Democracy, the defeat of Fascism in the 
period of the end of capitalist stabilisation, wilt 
be achieved in a much shorter period. 

But Fascism does not decay automatically. It 
will not collapse, unless it is pushed. Not a 
single class, not a single regime falls, as Lenin 
correctly pointed out, unless it is pushed over. 

At the XI Plenum we had to combat the under­
estimation of Fascism (the theory of the general 
offensive, the theory that we have barred the way 
of Fascism, that Fascism represents the defence 
of capitalism, that it is only a product of decay­
theories created by Comrade Neuman, m Ger­
many). Now, however, at the moment of the 
end of capitalist stabilisation, a new danger arisel 
-the under-estimation of Fascism as an element 
of the decay of capitalism, and the treatment of 
the Fascist dictatorship as the consolidating 
factor in the class domination of the bourgeoisie. 
It has already been correctly pointed out here, 
that it is impossible to compare Fascism during 
the period of the end of capitalist stabilisation, 
with Fascism at the beginning of capitalist 
stabilisation. Who will now assert that a govern­
ment led by '·' Reichs-Chancellor" Hitler would 
succeed in leading capitalism out of a blind alley 
and in re-establishing capitalist stabilisation? 
That is why the clever, cunning, German bour­
geoisie therefore does not allow Hitler to take 
power, for it fears to compromise its reserve 
forces; it fears that the Hitlerites will make the 
internal situation in Germany still more compli­
cated, will create an extremely strained inter­
national atmosphere, and speed up the outbreak 
of the revolutionary crisis in Germany. 
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It must not be forgotten that Germany is not 
a semi-agrarian country like Italy or Poland. 
(iermany is a t•ountry with a mighty proletariat, 
among whom the memory of the proletarian revo­
lution of 1918 (though unsuccessful) still lives. 
Germany is a country with a strong Communist 
Party, with a strong proletarian revolutionary 
tradition and a long history of class struggle. 
The government of Papen-Schleichcr will not 
suc,~ecd in 'putting a Fascist muzzle on these 
masses, or crucifying them on the Fascist 
Swastika. 

Thirdly, it must not be forgotten that Hitler's 
accession to power in Germany would create a 
different international situation than, for instance, 
the accession of Mussolini or Pilsudski. Hitler's 
accession to power would mean a sharpening of 
the t."'ntradictions of the Versailles Treatv, and 
unprecedently strained relations in Europe,· which 
would speed up the growing revolutionary crisis 
in its central section-Germany. 

This is true not only of Germany. Fascism, 
in the period of the end of capitalist stabilisation, 
is also a source of international adventurism an<l 
of sharp armed conflicts. _Im:.~gine f~r a mo?'cnt 
what Europe would look hkc m the mtcrnat1onal 
sense if it were to become Fascist. It would pre­
sent a picture of bristling bayonets, cha~¥e.d 
guns, crawling tanks--a :vcltcr of war.. I h1s 
would correspond very httlc *to the tdcal ~f 
capitalist stabilisation. And that, of coursc, 1s 
not accidental. 

Fe~scism, at the end of capitalist stabilisation, 
more and more displays the symptoms of the 
further decay of capitalism. This docs not mean, 
however that the clements of terrorist dictator-

. I • • • 

ship will not develop any further. It 1s th1s, II\ 

fact, which we have not said at the XI Plenum, 
and which we must point out at the XII Plenum. 
But this situation compels t'he bourgeoisie to 
manccuvrc, with the aid of Fascism, before tlw 
wide masses. In Finland and Germany we st·t· 
a bourgeoisie \\'hich has established a Fascist 
dictatorship, but deliberately covers it up. 
Meanwhile, we sec that the bourgeosic is holding· 
the Lapuaski and Hitler gangs in reserve as a 
weapon of terrorist pressure upon the masses 
whom they want to compel to accept the present 
phase of Fascist dictatorship. 

Our government is not yet a Fascist g-overn­
ment-says the bourgeoisie to the masses-but 
if you don't accept this government, we shall gin· 
way to Hitler. 

Rut what docs the Fascist dictatorship with its 
reserve, a sample of \\'hich we see in (iermany. 
represent? \Ve cannot, of course, say that tlw 
government of Papl'n-Schleicher, and that of 

Bruning arc one and the same; but even the 
g-overnment of Papen-Schleicher is not the 
tinal form of the Fascist ciictatorship. And 
is it possible in general to hnvc a com­
plete form of Fascist dictatorship of thl· 
type of Italian Fascism, under the present 
unstable conditions, when ntpitalist stabilisation 
has CQmC to an end? On the other hand, we 
cannot say that because Fascism in Italy, after 
it came to power, temporarily permitted the 
existence of a workers' press (At•afltt), of workers' 
organisations-trade unions, and even permitteci 
I he Communist Party to exist semi-legally, it 
therefore ceased to be a Fascist dictatorship. 
And, because it suppressed the labour movement 
several months afterwards, that it was not a 
Fascist dictatorship Ill the first month of its 
accession to power. 

W c think that we already have a Fascist dic­
tatorship in Germany, but whether Hitler comes 
i~to power, or the Papen-Schleicher regime con­
tmues, depends on a whole series of internal and 
international conditions. In the first place, it 
depends upon the activity of the working class, 
whether the Party will be able to organise a 
united anti-Fascist front and unitt• the widest 
masses of the German proletariat around its 
slogans. 1 t would be a mistake, however, to 
transform the work of the Plenum into academic 
debate, instead of analysing the situation of the 
( icrman proletariat, anci the problems which con­
front it in connection with the struggle again!'t 
( icrman Fascism, which has g·rown considerably 
since the X I Plenum. 

THE END OF THE PERIOD OF SOCIAL REFORMS. 

The third point in the end of capitalist stabilis­
ation is that it marks the end of the period of 
social reforms, the undermining of the position 
of the aristocracy of labour, a new standard of 
living- for the w'orking class in tlw midst of a 
ruined peasantry, a ruined petty-bourgeoisie; in 
other words, the mass proletarianisation of tht· 
broad masses of the toilers. \V e cannot represent 
the new stage in the general crisis of capitalism 
as a purely economic process; we must also takc 
into consideration the socio-political conscquenn·s 
of the economic changes. Otlwrwise \\'e shall not 
understand thl· dialectics of the ~harpcning- of the 
dass struggle; or Fascism, or the revolutionarv 
upsurge of the masses. This is the key to th~· 
proletarian revolution. This is the reason \vhv 
the Communists should now. more than eve;, 
concentrate their attention on the <~very-day needs 
of the masses, rouse the masst·s for the strugg-ll' 
for the most elementary ecc-nomic demands. 
Particularly now. when ·soci;ti-D<·mol·racy. and 
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the reformists, swimming in the waters of capital­
ist ideology, defend capitalism by urguing that 
it is powerless to give new reforms, to improve 
the condition of the working eta~~' and that be­
cause of the world crisis is L'ompelle<l to reduce 
wages. It is precisely at this time that we Com­
munists should present our militant policy of 
fighting for the partial demands of the working· 
class. We must, with greater energy than ever, 
expose Social-Democracy, which, under the cloak 
of verbal radicalism, demoralises the workers and 
cultivates passivity and capitulation. It is the 
economic needs of the masses which is the funda­
mental basis for the transformation of the revolu­
tionary upsurge into a revolutionary crisis. 

One must be mad to think that the working 
class of the New Hemisphere and Europe, which, 
whatever may be said, has decades of experience 
of fighting for its standards of living, .and organ­
isational traditions, will allow itself, without pro­
test, to be transformed into a slave class bereft 
of rights, satisfied with that standard of living 
which was typical for the workers at the dawn of 
capitalism. The working class still harbours 
illusions of the possibility of a return to normal 
times of capitalist stabilisation : it regards the 
present situation as being temporary. Here and 
there, the most backward clements among the un­
employed workers believe that a war, or some 
sort of a legendary Third Empire, will give them 
work. But the end of capitalist stabilisation will 
open their eyes. The prospect of great struggles 
is not an invention of the Communists; to-day it 
is becoming a reality; to-morrow, it will thrust 
tlw capitalist world into the abyss. 

At this Plenum we must cal1 upon the Com­
munists of all countries to wage a ruthles~ 
struggle against the theory of identifying the end 
of social' reforms with the end of the struggle for 
the partial demands of the working class. Th<" 
t~nd of social reforms means that the bourgeoisi<' 
will no longer be able to mend and patch capital­
ism, and make it more acceptable to the mass~s: 
but this does not mean that the working classes 
cannot fight successfully. for its· partial demands, 
and that the fight for the partial demands is 
merely revolutionary gymnastics, and nothing 
more. The revolutionary significance of .the 
struggle for partial demands assumes tremendous 
proportions in the period of the end of capitalist 
stabilisation. Every fight of this sort' is a breach 
in the capitalist system. The struggles for par­
tial demands to-day, are different from the 
struggles previously waged by a Social­
Democracy for "social reforms'' which helped to 
entrench and consolidate l'apitalism. At the 
prC's(•nt time, every mov<'ment for th~ partial 
.:lcmands of the workers brings the work<'rs int.:l 

closer contact with the realities of capitalist 
existence and cont<lins within itself tremendous 
revolutionary possibilities. To-day, out of the 
smallest encounter, out of the most elementary 
local movement, a tremenuous revolutionary 
movement of national significance arises. Those 
who do not see the revolutionary side of this 
struggle for partial demands fall into the pre-war 
position of Social-Democracy on the question 1lf 

''social reforms. •· 

THE I~ OLE OF THE SO\'IET lJNION. 

Then tlwrc is the fourth point-the role of the 
Soviet Union in the approach of the end of capital­
ist stabilisation. The end of capitalist stabilis­
ation is characterised not only by the fact that 
capitalism lws fallen from its position of relative 
stabilisation, but also by the fact that the Soviet 
Union is uninterruptedly marching forward. 
These two diametrically opposed lines of develop­
ment, deepening the abyss between the two con­
tradictory worlds, sharpening the contradictions 
between them, transfers the question still more 
sharply and decisively: .. ,,Vho--Whom* to the 
international arena.,, 

THE REVOLUTIONARY lJHSURGE. 

Finally, there is the revolutionary upsurge. 
Capitalist stabilisation, as is well known, was 
ushered in as a result of three main factors : the 
economic factor,-the restoration of the pre-war 
level of world economy (stabilisation of t:urrency, 
capitalist rationalisation and some diminution in 
the diverg-ence between the prices of manufac­
tured goods and agricultural produce - the so­
called "scissors") ; the international factor :-the 
agreement among· the imperialists to exploit 
(iermany (the Dawes Plan) China, the colonies 
and the "stabilisation" of relations with the 
U.S.S.R. ; the political factor: - the temporary 
suppression by the bourg-eoisie of the revolution­
ary movement in ( 'entral Europe and the repulse 
hy the world bourg-eoisie of the first post-war 
attack of the \vorl <I proletariat. We particularly 
stress the last factor . This is a subjective fac­
tor. The collaps<' of capitalist stabilisation coulrl 
not be only a result of objective factors: world 
economic crisis (the g-rowth of Fascism and war) 
and the break-down of the established alignment 
of forces in the international arena. It also 
occurred as a result of class strug-g-les in every 
capitalist country, extenderl, so to say, to th<" 
international arC'na in the form of a revolutionary 
movement of all peoples ag-ainst imperialis-t 
oppression. 

* rn Russinn: "Kt•1 Kovo"--\\'ho-\\'hom. Th.f' f:tmn 11 .., 
f<rmul:ttion of L•·n:n tn•·anin~ \\·lwtltt•r St>ci:tli..,m \\'ill 
h•·:tl C:tpit:tlism or v:ct· ,-,·r-.:t.--Ed. 
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Not only has the development of the world 
economic crisis during the last three years sharp­
ened class antagonisms, but the extension of the 
class struggle, has, in its turn, been a most import­
ant factor in sharpening and deepening the world 
economic crisis. It is sufficient to remember 
what influence the movement in the British Navy 
had on the fall of the English pound. Such 
events as the revolutionary upsurge in China with 
its 400,000,000 population, which brought about 
the establishment of Soviet rule in one-seventh 
of the territory of China, the tremendous anti­
Japanese movement which has broken through all 
the barriers of Kuomintang terror, the revolution­
tionary upsurge in India during the past year, 
which found expression in the growth of the civil 
disobedience into nascent rebellion, the five and 
a half rni1lion Communist votes in the very heart 
of Europe - Germany, the revolutionary 
struggles in Spain, the wave of strikes in Poland, 
Czecho-Slovakia, United States, the textile and 
miners' strikes in France, the miners' strike in 
Belgium, the present Lancashire strike, have 
played, and arc now playing <ll tremendous role in 
ending capitalist stabilisation, and sharpening all 
its economic and political consequences. 

Take, for instance, the latest events in France 
in connection with the air manreuvres on the 
eastern frontier, and the charged atmosphere in 
which the whole capitalist world now finds itself 
-these arc indicative of something, are they not? 

Take the unity between the revolutionary 
peasantry and the revolutionary working class 
movement in a number of capitalist countries; in 
such countries like Bulgaria, which have liued 
through a wr.ve of b~oody white dictatorship; it 
has brought about an unprecedented growth in 
the influence of our Communist Party among the 
peasant masses - this is also indicative of the 
growing world revolutionary upsurge. 

It is doubtful whether we can say already that 
between the XI and XII Plenums a new stage of 
the revolutionary upsurge was reached. But 
there is no doubt, as Comrade Kuusinen pointed 
out, that since the XI Plenum the world revolu­
tionary movement has not gone backward, but 
forward. 

We cannot interpret the thesis on point 1 to 
mean that because certain additional difficulties 
have arisen in the process of the maturing of the 
revolutionary crisis in Germany, this means that 
the world revolutionary upsurge is sliding down­
wards like a sleigh on a Russian toboggan road. 
The end of capitalist stabilisation has merely in­
creased the disproportion between the insufficient 
upswing of the world revolutionarv movement 
and the objective conditions. And this dispropor­
tion has rliminished the significance of the fact 

that almost everywhere our Communist Parties, 
with the exception of the United States and 
France, have grown numerically and widened 
their influence. But this growth and widening of 
thet influence of the Communist Party is very in­
adequate compared with the existing possibilities. 
But what influence will the end of capitalist 
stabilisation have on the development of the revo­
lutionary upsurge? Undoubtedly, it will, in the 
near future, give rise to a new stage in which, in 
those countries which are at present in the general 
stage of revolutionary upsurge, this upsurge will 
develop into a revolutionary crisis, while in those 
countries in which the elements of the revolution­
ary crisis are already mature, a revolutionary 
situation will arise. We see the first symptoms 
of this process in Japan, for example, where side 
by side with the elemC'nts of Fascism and war, the 
elements of a revolutionary crisis are also matur­
mg. 

Two principles, like Ormuzd and Ariman, will 
confront e<1ch other in the shape of two classes, 
advocating- two opposite ways out of the general 
crisis of capitalism, and contending against each 
other; war and Fascism on the one hand, revolu­
tion--on the other. 

Whether it will be the lot of the working masses 
to suffer through the further development of 
Fascism and wars, before they accomplish the 
proletarian revolution depends primarily upon the 
Communist Parties, for at present there is no 
other power on earth that can mobilise the work­
ing- masses, unite them around its militant 
slogans, organise them into class organisations, 
and lead them in the fight to destroY Fascism and 
overthrow capitalism. · 

Theoretically speaking, we cannot exclude from 
the development of events the possibility that in 
separate capitalist countries Fascism and war 
will precede the proletarian revolution, while in 
others they will develop parallel to it ; but we 
shall most decisively combat the fatalistic idea, 
which has penetrated certain links in the Com­
musist Parties which take it for granted, before­
hand, that this course of historical events is in­
evitable. According to this fatalistic concept the 
historic work of preparing the proletarian revolu­
tion will be carried out for us by war and Fascism, 
that war and Fascism will undermine and destrov 
the influence of Social-Democracv, which is the 
main obstacle on the path of the proletarian revo­
lution-that in the meantime there is no need 
for us to engage in economic struggles and take 
the risk of being- thrown out of the factories, or 
to fight against Fascism, because according to 
this theory, Fascism is an inevitable stage in thC' 
development of capitalism; that the sooner 
Fascism comes into power, tlw sooner will it 
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spend itself and become bankrupt, and finally, 
that the Fascist masses will come over to our side 
spontaneously. 

Reliance on spontaniety represents the second 
phase of this concept. At the present time, in the 
period of the end of capitalist stabilisation, this 
theory represents the gravest danger for us. It 
demoralises the working class, and creates an 
ideology of "tail ism"* and passivity. It lulls the 
vigilance of the masses, and together with the 
policy of "the lesser evil" it paves the way for 
Fascism coming into power unobserved. This 
is a profoundly Right wing opportunist ideology, 
an ideology of capitulation, a doctrine of im­
potence, fear and consternation. The absence of 
strikes in Germany at the present time, the fact 
that our struggle against Fascism is lag-ging be­
hind the rate at which Fascism is growing, then, 
must be ascribed, in addition to the corrupting 
work of Social-Democracy, to those who are 
spreading opinions of this kind. The fact that 
the Communist Party of Germany did not, on the 
2oth of July, react sufficiently quickly to th<' 
"coup d'etat" of the Papen government, the fact 
that it developed its action like a too cumbersome 
machine, the speed of which did not correspond 
to the speed of events, must also be regarded as 
a reflection of these moods. But, comrades, I 
think I shall express the opinion of the Plenum in 
declaring that the Comintern wholly and entirely 
supports the leadership of the German Party 
which is confronted by tremendous tasks and 
which has to work under very difficult conditivns. 
(Applause). The Comintern has, and always will, 
fight against those disruptive measures taken by 
certain elements who are trying to create strife 
in the ranks of the active Party members, instead 
of exerting every effort to help the Party leader­
ship to carry out the responsible tasks that con­
front the Communist Party of Germany. 

But comrades, the whole Plenum v;ants an 
answer to the question as to why in Germany, 
where the Communist Party is, next to the Com­
munist Party of the Soviet Union, the largest 
Party in the Comintern, there are so few 
eoon~mic strikes. Strikes occur in Spain, in 
Poland and in Czecho-Slovakia, but there are 
very fe\v strikes in Germany. This question is a 
very acute one in the period of the end of capital­
ist stabilisation. First of all, we must note that 
in Germany there are a number of specific diffi­
culties in developing strike struggles, which do 
not exist in other countries. 

Secondly, we must bear in mind that lately, the 
Cerman proletariat has been more and more fre-

* Tlw sper1ker usC>d the Russian term "Klwostism," 
from thl' word "kh,·ost," m<'aning tail, i.e .. dragging at 
thf' tail (·nd of th'" mo\'f'mPnt instf'ad of leading it.-Ed. 

quently resorting to separate political strikes; 
thirdly, that the German working masses employ 
other means of struggle, as, for instance, the 
street, particularly in their fight against Fascism. 
But all this does not exhaust the question. It 
is said that the strikes in Germany are hindered 
because of the difficult international situation of 
that country. Influenced by Social-Democratic 
propag-anda, the working class still believes that 
it is its duty to save capitalist Germany, which 
was defeated in the imperialist war, from the 
terrifi(' pressure of world imperialism (primarily 
of Frunce). The preaching of national un_ity and 
"common sacrifices" is fostered by the Versailles 
Treaty, because that treaty not only creates the 
elements of a revolutionary crisis, but also 
creates supplementary obstacles to the maturing 
of these elements. Furthermore, it is said that 
a strong- Social-Democracy, and the strong re­
formist trade unions are obstacles to the develop­
ment of strikes; it has been said that to this 
must be added the illusions that are still enter­
tained on the possibility of a return to capitalist 
stabilisation, if the country is not subjected to 
shocks in the form of outbreaks of class struggle. 
It has been said that the widespread victimisation 
exercised by the employers, which puts the 
workers in danger of being thrown out of their 
employment, plays a tremendous role in Germany, 
even more than in other countries. All this is 
true. But we, as revolutionary politicians, should 
not only see these difficulties, but understand the 
new and wide possibilities for economic struggles 
which <lrise, and will vet arise, with the end of 
capitalist stabilisation.-

The fact that capitalism has already spent itself 
in regard to social reforms, that the capitalist 
g-overnments arc more and more throv.·ing off 
their social responsibilities to the toilers, and 
becoming more and more openly organs of 
political oppression, the fact that finance capital 
in all its ramifications is becoming monstrously 
inter-dependent and interwoven with the appara­
tus of the state, of cvurse, creates a number of 
obstacles to the development of strikes. All 
these traits of monopoly capital in the period 
of its general crisis were already maturing in 
the womb of capitalist stabilisation. Now, how­
ever, in the period of the end of capitalist stabilis­
ation, thev are further stimulated. Social­
Democracy says to the masses : the bourgeoisie 
declares itself bankrupt, it cannot increase your 
wages, it cannot pay for social insurance, its 
government cannot fulfil any social :functions; 
hence it is useless engaging in :the economic 
struggle, it is useless fighting for economic de­
mands because the chances for success in these 
struggles are diminishing. Separate sections of 
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the proll'tariat \\hich throw themselves into the 
struggle arc powerless in the face of monopoly 
l'apital and will be beaten one by one. Therefore, 
says Soci;d-Deml><.:racy, it is necessary to capitu­
l:ttc,-·and to w:tit for a more decisive struggle­
add the .Right wing and ''Left'' opportunists. 

The theory that strikes :tre impossible in the 
period of el'llllornic crisis, is to-day g-rowing- into 
the theory that partial struggles are impossible in 
the period of the end of capitalist stabilisation. 
But if there arc no economic struggles, th<'n the 
conditions for a decisive struggle for the prole­
tarian dictatorship have not yet m<ttured, if par­
ti;d political struggles arc broken against the 
armour of the capitalist government which Jws 
grown to monstrous proportivns, then the only 
thing left to do is to reg-ard war and Fascism as 
our allies. 

Our most important t<tsk is to overcome t hesc 
rnoods, which arc so dangerous to the cause of 
the proletarian revolution. If the proletariat 
\Verc to reject strikes, as a method of struggle, 
it would disarm itself completely in the face of 
the capitalist Oillensive; it would give capitalism 
a free hand in dealing with the standard of living 
of the working- masses. It is said that struggles 
arc hard, but why do 01,1r Polish and Spanish 
comrades, in countries where , there arc smaller 
Communist Parties and a "poor<'r" capitalism, 
tarry on successful struggles and not only pre­
vent w;1g-c cuts, but even gain inc~eases 111 

wages? 
Let us :tssumc that there arc a number of speci, 

fie difficulties which hinder the development ol 
the strike struggle-but then it is th<' cluty of thC' 
Party to utilise other forms of strug·gle in lead­
rng the masses into economic and political mas!' 
fights. In this struggle the prolctari:tt \\·ill kCirn 
how to utilise stronger mc:tsures to compel its 
C"Jwmics to retreat until it has leanwd to use the 
strongest of all nwasures - the proletarian 
rf'vnlution. 

\Ve must particularly emphasise the fact that 
rconomil· stntg·g·les in the period of the end of 
capitalist st:tbilisation develop into polil ical 
struggles mtwh more quickly than they did he­
fore, and t h;tt economic st rikcs become closelv 
interwoven with politicCll strikes. In the llt':;r 
fut urc \\T sh;dl have to put the quest ion of mass 
political strikes in :t different way. As the prolC'­
tariat g:tins experience in the struggle, it "·ill 
convince itself that without such a cmwentratrd 
blm,·, it will he impossible to break the rcsistanct· 
pf the cl~ss enemy. And this method of struggle 
is aln·ady beginning to be adopted by the masses. 
That is precisely why Social-Democracy, aw;tre 
of the s(·ntimcnts of the masses, is playing with 
the slog:m ()r a general strik(·. We must lc:1rn 

to distinguio;h the true will of the masses, from 
these manreuvres of Social-Democracy, othcr­
wisl~ we will leave the masses in the power of 
the demagogic Social-Democrats. 

We must tear this weapon out of the hanJs of 
Social-Democracy, by placing the question of 
preparing and carrying out mass political strikes 
before the wide forum of the working class, who 
arc now le<trning· from experience, that Social­
Democracy is only fooling them with its lofty 
slogans. \V c must remember that in the period 
of the end of capitalist stabilisation, the mass 
political strike will become one of the most im­
portant and etlective weapons in the struggle of 
the working class. In advancing the slogan of 
the political mass strike, Communists must tak\· 
into account the concrete conditions required for 
its realisation, so that the slogan of mass political 
strike shall not remain hang-ing in the air, as ha~ 
happen('d morl' than once in the work· of our 
Communist Parties. But when W\' r·Rise the 
question of proletari-an dictiltnrship, or of the 
mass political struggle, does that menn that we 
must treat our everyday work in strengthening 
our connections with the masses contemptuously~ 
This everyday work is the only way by which we 
can guarantee that our struggle for proletarian 
dictatorship, our preparation and organisation of 
the mass political strike, will not be transformed 
into an l'mpty and meaningless revolution::try 
phr;1se. 

The \\·hole Plenum listcrwd \Yith great interest 
to that part of Comrade K uusinen 's report in 
which he pointed out how t'norrnously i111 portant 
it ·was (or the ConJnllmist Parties to eslablislz 
closer ties ·wit I! the lllllSSI'S. Evt"nonc of us in 
this hall felt, that this is the thing the majority 
o( the Communist Partil·s lack. Thi!" is the key 
to t lw successful solution of the prohlem ~;r 
mobilising and org-anising the masses, on the 
basis of the defence of imml'diate dt.:.mands, in our 
t>veryday work, and of leading the1i. in tlw causl' 
of cnmomic and political hattles to tlu• rlcTisin· 
strugg·)C' for the proll.'tarian didatorship. 

It is impossible to speak ahout a rcn>lutinnary 
upsurgt~ withmtt being in the \'Cry micbt of tl;C' 
Wl)rking- ,·lass. without kiVJwing its nt'l'ds and 
formulating its basic demands in concr<:l<' and 
cl1•ar slog;ms. Although our French comrades, 
for instanet', draw up very radical theses, at their 
congresses, about the reyoJutionary upsu rgl'; 
tlwt dt,es not n·t mean that \\·e arc makin~·· !wad­
way in the \\:ork of establishing- closer ·.~onnl'\'­
tions with the masses in Fr:tlll'('. This p;lrt of 
Comrade' Kuusinen 's report is .significant f.H-causc 
it attacked th(' Rig-ht and ''Left" wing \·erbosity 
\\·hich Wl' have not as yet OH'rcome, ;111d v.:hich 
tries to cover up the absence or real mas .... wnrl'. 
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Jt attacked the theory of spontaneity uy means 
of which some sections of the ( 'omintern arc try­
ing to dodge the important tasks of mobilising 
and org-anising- the masses. There is not a 
question nbout which so mw·h has been written 
as this one, but we have not yet made up for 
lost ground in this field of mass work 

Tht~ task of winning the masses was put before 
the Communists already at the Third•( 'ongress of 
th~ Comintern. And it is no wonder that our 
lagging behind compels the Executive ( :ommit­
tee of the Communist International, in the period 
of the end of capitalist stabilisation, to concen­
trate the attention of the Communist Parties on 
the decisions of the first three Congresses, which 
formulated very clearly to the Communist Parties 
that were then being- <.'rganised, their tasks of 
winnin~ over the masses. But does that mean 
that we identify the present political situation of 
the Communist Parties with the period which 
they were in during the First, Second and Third 
Congresses? Docs that mean that there is a gulf 
between our thesis regarding the end of capitalist 
stabilisation. and the task which they impose -
the task of winning the masses into which the 
wide perspective of the world revolutionary 
movement has disappeared; and that its place 
has bet·n taken by the tactics of fighting- exclus­
ively for everyday demands? Those who think 
that by raising the question of fighting- to win the 
masses, and of mobilbing, organising and pre­
paring them militantly for the decisive struggles 
for the proletarian dictatorship, we are withdraw­
ing the question of revolutionary perspective, are 
sadlv mistaken. Understand, that if after the 
nurn"crous resolutions that have been passed by 
six World Congresses and eleven Plenums, we 
have not vet carried out the decisions of the first 
three Con-gresses, then it is- our duty to state this 
to all the sections of the Communist I ntcrnational. 
But is not our characterisation of the present 
situation as the end of cnpitnlist stnbilisation the 
most important revolutionary perspective which, 
with the present relation of forces, we can give 
tn the Communist movement? It is precisely 
this perspective that causes us to raise the ques­
tion •>f proletarian dictatorship in a new way in 
the period now opening before us. Our propa­
g-anda and agitation for the slogan of the pro1r­
tarian dictatorship will grow more and more into 
a slogan of action of the wide masses who, around 
their everyday demands, arc ri~ing for struggle 
for thr establishment of the proletarian dictator­
ship. The clements of pure propaganda will 
move somewhat into the background. vVe shall 
also have to approach the slogans of the transition 
period difTerently. To-day we do not put forward 
sn<'h slogans anywhere, but the development of 

events may put this question ut:fore the Comin­
tern in individual capitalist countries to-morrow. 
Such slogans as the confiscation of reserves of 
food and objects of prime necessity by militant 
representative organs of the working class to, be 
'l11ppiied t11 the needy masses of the unemployed 
population, or to capture dosed up factt)ries and 
bPgin k operate them with the forces of tht· 
\vorkers, etc., may become particularly real. 
\.Vhen sp,~aking tc-day about what is apparently 
vc~ry modest spa,ic work, the everyday mass 
work:, we must visualise at the same time tlH' 
possibility or spontaneous outbursts of mass 
movements. If, in the period or partial stabilis­
iltion ul capitalism we saw such movements as 
1 he protest movement .tgainst the CX<.'cution or" 
Sacco and Venzetti, the June Days in Vienna, a~ 
th(~ Eng-lish ( ;eneral Strike which shook the 
capitalist system in Eng-land to its very found­
ation, what may we expect now, when the capital­
ist world has entered the pcriocl of the end of 
capitalist stabilisntion. Just think what the 
<:apitalist world would look like now, if a rca~, 
mass Bobhevik Party had been at th~ head of 
the Gener~l Strike i-n Eng-land, instead of the 
treacherous General ( 'ouncil. If we nrc to speak 
of r. gap in the revolutionary perspective, then 
we must say that our we:tk connections with the 
mass<.'s caused ~ g-ap between the powerful revo­
lutionary movements which hav<' :uis<'n, and 
th<'ir poor re~ults. When we want to fill these 
gaps, we are told thClt we arc losing- our revolu­
tionary perspective, and attempts arc made to 
~ubstitute reliance on sp,1ntaneity for the latter. 
And yet, we would be V<'ry bad revolutionaries 
if we did not take the spontaneous movement 
into account. Probably a number of our sections 
will have to fight for the lcader~hip of such 
elemental movements, not. under the organis­
ational e1nd political conditions that we would 
like, but under those which hi~tory will create. 
Theoretically speaking, it is possible that we shall 
have to fight to win th<' majority of the working­
class in the midst of great revolutionary out­
bursts, as in Spain. And since the Plenum thesis 
covers only the next year and a half or two ye:trs 
the period of the end of capitalist stabilisation, wt' 
must foresee all possibilities and oricntah· tlw 
Sections of thP. Comintern in that dirrction. 

SOCIAL-DEMOCRACY, 

The.· last question : What eft"ect will the' l'tHI of 
capitalist stabilisation have on Social-Democracy? 
What changes are taking- place in the ranks of 
Social-Democracy in this new period? In order 
to understand these changes we must first of all 
nnswcr the question,-what has hecn the basis 
of the influence of Social-Democracy up till now? 
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Social-Democracy was supported by a thin 
layer of the labour aristocracy which widened in 
the period when Social-Democracy became 
merged with the State, and of the shattering of 
capitalist stabilisation, by drawing into its ranks 
wider layers of government, trade union, munici­
pal and co-operative bureaucrats. The end of 
capitalist stabilisation undermines the economic 
base of the labour aristocracy. The Fascist 
bands who want to get ncar to the government 
pie are squeezing the Social-Democrats out of 
their fat jobs. 

After the crisis which was broug-ht aLout by 
the World vVar and thlej October R~volution, 
Social-Democracy consolidated its position as a 
party of capitalist stabilisation. The end of 
capitalist stabilisation undermines its bast~. 

After 1914 Social-Democracy played with 
Pacifism, and made a lot of noise about the 
League of Nations, it tried to prove that capital­
ism can guarantee peace during the reign of 
''democracy." The war in the Far East, the 
danger of onslaught upon the U.S.S.R., the 
entire present pre-war situation has robbed the 
Social-Democrats of the weapon with which they 
fool the masses who fear war. Social-Demo­
cracy defended democracy - Fascism took that 
away from it too. It based itself on social re­
forms-capitalism took that possibility away; it 
kept its position by spreading the fear of up­
heavals, amidst those layers of the working class 
who arc still infected with petty hourgeois ideas. 
But capitalism entered a period of the most diffi­
cult upheavals, dragging <lfter itself millions of 
people, including the Social-Democrats. 

These are the causes that determine the pre­
sent transformation of Social-Democracy. This 
transformation, like all processes of a social­
political order, cannot be presented in a purely 
mechanical manner. TheY. must not be portrayed 
as though occurring at the same time and in the 
same way on a world scale. In different countries 
this process will occur differently, according to 
the degree of the intensity of the crisis, class 
struggle, the growth of Fascism, radicalisation 
of the masses, etc. But, fundamentally, this 
process of transformation of Social-Democracy 
will be reduced to the following two types; (a) 
one part of Social-Democracy represented by 
Ma~Donald, Thomas, Snowden, etc., will c,penly 
go mto tht' camp of reaction; {b) the second part 
will vaccilate under the pressure of the masses, 
and try to prevent the masses from gomg over 
to Communism (the English Independent Labour 
Party, the Scidewitz-Rosenfeld Group), - the 
basic nucleus of Social-Democracy, which has a 
left wing, and will once again try to side-track the 
radicalisation of the working class, by putting 

forward a series of radically sounding slogans. 
In the most important capitalist countries, we 
~tlready see this type of manreuvring on the part 
of Social-Democracy. This is the new feature in 
the development of Social-Democracy, brought 
about by the end of capitalist stabilisation. 

The~ four most important features of the 
manreuvH~S of the Social-Demucrat s arc as 
follow:-

First martmuvre : Social-Democracy, whtch for 
decades has posed as the party of social reform, 
suddenly announ~es itself as the party of Social­
ism, striving for the final goal of the working· 
class movement, Socialism. Of course, this 
Socialism is democratic, and is to be achieved 
without a proletarian revolution. On the con­
trary, it is to be accomplished by ~arrying­
through within the framewor~ of capitalism "a 
programme of nationalisation." Social-Dcmo­
nacy tries to confuse the minds of the workers 
with this manreuvrc, and fool them with projects 
of socialisation as they did in 1918-1g. It is this 
ctrcumstance that dictates to us Communists the 
necessity of putting the question of proletarian 
dictatorship very clearly before the masses. This 
~s, at present, the main link. in our struggle 
against Social-Democracy, which we must tug 
on. Uur slogans in tl•c present stage o~· develop­
ment, must therefore be very distinct, and iea\'e 
no doubt whatever as to their content. Social­
Democracy already formally accepts a whole 
series of our militant slogans, of course, squee7.­
iug the revolutionary content out of them. In 
some places they raise the slogan of a workers' 
and peasants' government, in other places, thl' 
slogan of the dictatorship of the proletariat, etc. 
There is no doubt that they will also utilise the 
slogan of proletarian democracy. Therefore our 
old militant slogan of the proletarian dictator­
ship, the slogan ot power, must be put forward 
clearly in the struggle ,against the demagogy 
which the Social-Democrats are raising- around 
the question of Socialism. 

The Second .i\lanrnuvre : Social-Democracy is 
now playing at "opposition'' to the bourgeois 
g-overnment. If Wets now declares that German 
Social-Demucracy, after having considered 
(notice, not spontaneously, but after having <...'On­
sirlered it) the question, came to the conclusion 
that capitalism has spent itself, and that Social­
ism is now on the order of the day; then Vander­
velde makt~s the statement t~nt a return to the 
policy ol coalition is no longer possible. Social­
Democracy makes· the struggle against itself 
more comphc~ted with such demagogic statc~­
ments; it sows the illusion among the masses 
that Social-Fascism will turn, face about, and 
adopt class politics. And this makes it nt'<'<=~-
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scary for our PHrtics, not simply to agitate about 
the deceit an,J treachery of the Social-Democratic 
leaders, but to utilise the mood of the Sociai­
Uemocrntic workers against the bourgeois 
governmeut to develop it into real action, in the 
process of which, the anasses would learn from 
their own experience the value of the pseudo­
opposition of the Social-Democratic leaders. 

This situation cHn al~o give rise to the follow­
ing question among certain Communists. As a 
rC'sult of this; ami of the growth of Fascism, will 
not Social-Democracy cease to be the main social 
support of the bourgeoisie, If we could imagine 
such a paradoxical situation, viz., that we have 
destroyed Social-Democracy, while Fascism is on 
the upgrade, we would, of course, have to re­
examine our old Leninist thesis of Sociai-Demo­
eracy as the mai.n social support of the bour­
geoisie. But if this happened in Germany, for 
example, there would be neither Fascism nor 
capitalism there. If Social-Democracy did not 
exercise influence in the ranks of the working· 
class, the world would look differently to-day. 

It has been said that we cannot regard Social­
Democracy in Italy as the main social support 
of the bourgeoisie. \Veil, and who gave power 
to I tali an Fascism? On whose shoulders did it 
rise in Germany? \Vho hinders the struggle of 
the working masses against Fascist terror in all 
the capitalist l'OUntries? To be the majn social 
support means to hinder the struggle of the only 
revolutionary class that is fighting against the 
bourgeois dictatorship in all its forms. 

Second question : Will not the process of 
Fascisation of Social-Democracy be retarded in 
the period of the end of capitalist stabilisation? 
On the contrary. It will go on even further, just 
as it went on in those countries where Social­
Democracy did not directly participate in the 
government. A party which supports capitalism 
even in the period of. the end of capitalist stabilis­
at iOR cannot help becoming more Fascist. M. 
Blum (in France) has not participated in a coali­
tion government; but he has defended, and will 
dt>fend, capitalism no worse than Noske, in fact 
he wilJ do it better, more cleverly, more flexibly. 
The Fascisation of Social-Democracy means the 
increase in its fury against the vanguard of the 
revolutionary working class, against the Commun­
ist Parties, against the U.S.S.R. \Vho would say 
that Sociai-Democnu·y's frantic hatred of the 
Party of proletarian revolution, of the U.S.S.R. 
has diminished in the period of the end of capital­
ist stabilisation? 

Thi1'd M unmuvre : Social-Democracy plays 
with the idea of the unity of the working dass. 
In the face of the furious capitalist offensive, the 
urowth of reaction and Fascism, the beginning 

of a new round of wars and the menace of a new 
world war, the masses feel the necessity for the 
unity of the working class--a unity which assures 
the success of struggle for emancipation. One 
can foresee that Social-Uemocracy will seize upon 
this slogan of the masses, squeeze the revolution­
ary content out of it and reduce it to sentimental 
verbosity about the evil of splits, the ~vii of 
impatience, etc. We Communists must take the 
initiative in this mass movement into our hands, 
and show the sint.:erity of our Jesires for real 
class unity of the working masses. We must 
expose the r6le Social-Democracy has played and 
is playing, that it is preparing to politically dis­
arm the working class in the face of its class 
enemy. \Ve must show how it has systematically 
split the ranks of the proletariat to help the 
c<tpitalist otTensive. We must show the masses 
by experience that only the Communists defend 
the unity of the working class on the basis of 
class politics and the class struggle. 

And finally, the fou1'th manmuvre: The dema­
gogic slogans Social-Democracy has raised 
around the general strike - of which we have 
:liready spoken and will not consider here 111 

detail 

CONCLUSIONS. 

To sum up : The end of capitalist stabilisation, 
which is a composite part of the third period, 
signifies a new round of wars and revolutions as 
the social-political expression of the new stage in 
the development in the general crisis of capital­
ism. The end of capitalist stabilisation is already 
t!Xpressing itself in the wars that are going on 
now, or are maturing in various forms of re­
actions and Fascism, the growth of the revolu­
tionary upsurge everywhere, the maturing of a 
revolutionary crisis in a number of capitalist 
countries, and in the change in the relations be­
tween the capitalist countries and the U.S.S.R. 
which is the base of the world proletarian move­
ment. As a result of the end of capitalist stabil­
isation it is necessary to introduce a number of 
extensions into our tactics in regard to Fascism, 
the struggle for the partial demands of the work­
ing class, transition slogans, mass political 
strikes, the struggle for the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and the tasks of the Communist 
Parties in regard to Social-Democracy. Without 
for a moment abandoning our wide revolutionary 
perspective, steering our course in the direction 
of tremendous mass movements, the Communist• 
Parties must concentrate all their forces fJJl 
Bolshevik mass wo1'k, as a condition for tht> 
winning over of the majority of the working clas::;. 
and for a successful struggle for the proletarian 
dictatorship. 
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We mu!it liquidate the lagging of the Com­
munist Parties behind the favourable objective 
possibilities nnd not console ourselves with the 
fact that, fortl\natcly for us, capitalism is lagging­
behind even more than we arc. The present 
situation gives us a great deal, but much is dc­
m~mded of us. We don't know under what cir-

cumstances the next Plenum will foregather, but 
we do know that it will gather in a situation that 
will be more tense for the bourgeoisie than the 
present. Do atJ those present here realise this; 
do they know the duties that are imposed on the 
parties they represent? It's up to you, 
comrades ! 

THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN IN 
THE FIGHT FOR THE MASSES 

S1•EECH uY CoM. H. PoLLITT. 

COMRADES, in spite of the desperate efforts 
of the British capitalist class to find a way 

out of the crisis, the outstanding- feature of the 
situation in Eng-land to-day is not an alleviation 
of the crisis, but a steady deepening and this 
in spite of the fact that a revolution is taking 
place in the fiscal policy of England, expressed 
in the tra<litional free trade count1·y embarking 
upon the system of tariffs. And now the tem­
porary gains which the change in fiscal policy 
and the going off the gold standard un­
doubtedly brought to a certain section of industry 
last autumn have disappeared. The position in 
basic industries is steadily getting worse. The 
Ottawa Conference not only revealed the growing 
disincgration in the Empire, hut it has also con­
siderably sharpened the conflicting interests 
between various groups of British capitalists and 
its meaning for the British \\·orkers as a whole 
is a tremendous increase in the cost of living. 

What have bct•n some of the social conse­
quences of tht· cri~is in Britain? Even (iovern­
ment figures have to admit an unemployed army 
of three million. If \Ve tak<> into account the 
hundreds of thousands of workers who are no 
longer registered unemployed, we have in 
England an unemployed arm)· of J~ million. In 
1<)20 the avc.!rag-f:' earnings of a miner were £5 
Is. 6d .. whereas to-day they arc £t Iss. 1od. For 
a building worker they were £5 2s. 6<1., to-day 
they an· £J 1 2s. 6<1. For a railway porter £J 
1 2s., to-day they are £2 6s. In I<J20 the average 
earnings of a \VOman weaver in Lancashire were 
£• qs. 6d., to-day they are 11 s. 4d. This tre­
mendous fall in wages, in spite of the growing­
resista net· of: the workers ~to-day, 1has demon­
strated to the workers better than any theory 
could have clone that wag-e reductions do not 
bring- back the old conditions. 

In many big industrial centres which were for­
merly looked upon as beehives of industry and 
prosperity, such as (ilasgow, Slwfficld, Open-

shaw, etc., there are tremendous factorie~ not a 
single worker is employed to-day. In many 
principal mining towns not one worker is 
employed. 

Another important factor which sometimes in 
our propaganda we did not make sufficient use 
of, is the deliberate destruction of the fac­
tories, which is now being carried through on 
instructions of the banks to limit competition, and 
the further fact of the complete rationalisation of 
British industry which the banks are aiming at. 

For example, in the last twelve months, twelve 
big shipbuilding yards closed down, seventy-one 
berths have been destroyed, and in one case, a 
shipyard, which in 1920 was laid down with evP-ry 
phase of labour-saving machinery, since then ·has 
not constructed a sing-le ship, and the machinery 
has been burned and sold for scrap iron. In one 
of the big-.gest combines in Manchester before the 
war, and which recently employed 7,500 workers, 
to-day there is employed only 500 workers. In 
1<)20 the directors of this firm constructed a new 
factory which 'vas filled with the latest type of 
heavy engineering machinery, amongst which at 
that time was considered to be the finest set of 
el~ctrical turbine engines in the country. That 
machinery never produced a single thing. It is 
now being sold for scrap iron. 

The National Government came into power on 
an unprecedented majority, with the slogan of 
"work and wages," men and women, which un­
doubtedly succeeded in deceiving masses of 
workers into voting for the N a tiona! Government 
at the last election. 

It is now clear to all, as the last two br­
electiOtis shmn·d. that disillusionment with the 
Government's policy has nlready set in; that the 
chief line they arc trying to carry through is 
attacks on the working class and this is t·hcir line 
on an international scale. 

Firstly, they carry throug-h their programme of 
economics and cuts prepared by the Labour 
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Government. This is a significant facrl which 
our Party, of course, is tireless in driving home 
to the working masses. 

Now the National Government is preparing 
new cuts after carrying through the whole pro­
gramme of the economy cuts--a programme that 
met with the fiercest resistance from that section 
of the working class no one ever thought would 
resist, namely, the sailors of the Atlantic Fleet 
in Invergordon last September. That historical 
incident in the history of the British navy is one 
that will have increasing repercussions in the 
coming autumn, when undoubtedly new attacks 
wiiJ be made on all sections of State employees. 
The mutiny of the Invergordon sailors forced the 
National Government to make concessions to the 
army, the police and the air force which cost 
millions of pounds. Reductions which the 
Government had been confident it would be able 
to put throughout without any resistance. Now 
the Government is preparing a new plan and aims 
to reduce State expenditure by £•oo,ooo,ooo 
between September and next March, by reducing 
the benefits of the unemployed and reduced 
expenditure on all vital social servic<'s. 

In foreign policy its whole line has been to 
intensify the basic: antagonism of imperialism, 
namely, the Anglo-American antagonism. This 
is shown in the decision reached at the Lausanne 
Conference; it is seen in the line being prepared 
for the coming world economic conference. It 
is reflected in the policies pursued by the British 
Delegation at the Geneva Disarmament Confer­
ence; it has been seen more strongly at the 
Ottawa Conference. Immediately the Conference 
had begun, President Hoover made a speech 
which was a warning signal to Britain that 
America understood very well the whole of the 
war ambitions which Ottawa signified as far as 
American imperialism was concerned. While it 
is true that the whole line has been to intensify 
this old antagonism between England and 
America, the Ottawa Conference was especially 
directed against the Soviet Union. This has also 
been seen in the secret agreements made at 
Lausanne; in support for Japan in Manchuria. 
This was also reflected in the "gentlemen's agree­
ment" arrived at between England and France, 
where it speaks of a certain policy in regard to 
European affairs and no one can have any doubt 
that this is simply the policy of Britain and France 
towards the U.S.S.R. It has been reflected in 
the larg-e exports of munitions and war materials 
from Britain to Japan for the latter's predatory 
ambitions in Shanghai. Ottawa also showed an 
open attempt to create more effective war pre­
parations even at the expense of certain sections 
of British manufacturers who are anxious to work 

on orders for the Soviet Union. But, finally, in this 
aspect of foreign policy, Ottawa has not only 
shown the disintegration within the Empire itself. 
It means that the workers are going to have to 
pay more money for bread and meat and all forms 
of tinned foods they consume, unemployment wilJ 
increase, and the Trade Agreement with the 
Soviet Union will probably be destroyed. 

The policy in regard to India is one of 
brutal and ruthless repression. We have 
to-day a situation where more men and 
women arc in prison in India than ever 
in the history of that country, and the latest 
decision of the Government in proposing a so­
called solution of the communal question in India 
further divides and disunites the forces in India 
fighting- against British imperialism. 

But even a more significant development, more 
significant from the point of view of the drive 
being carried out by the National Government, 
namely, towards I rcland, is the fight against the 
Irish Free State. 

This is not simply a question that it wants to 
force De Valera to pay the three million pounds 
due from Ireland to Britain every year, on account 
of a settlement made in regard to land some years 
ag-o ; or to force De Valera to sign the oath of 
allegiance to King George, the underlying motive 
is to make the Irish people once and for all 
understand that the National Government will 
never allow Ireland to become an independent 
republic. 

What is the position of the British working 
class in this situation? Is it a down-and-out 
working class; is there no fight and militancy in 
the British working class? 

We have any 'humber of facts to show the 
tremendous developments taking place, even 
thoug·h developing unevenly. First, is the fact 
of the policy of disaffiliation· from the Labour 
Party. of the I. L.P., a policy carried through 
under mass pressure, and this reflects the increas­
ing disillusionment with the Labour Party on the 
part of vast sections of the working class. 

The growing revolt of the trade union branches 
against the iron rule of the trade union officials ; 
the mass pressure which has compeJJed leaders in 
unions like the engineers, railway clerks, electric­
ians, etc., to reinstate expelled Communists who 
had been expelled by the union for periods of from 
one to three years. It is reflected in the character 
of the speeches and resolutions which have been 
made and adopted at a whole number of import­
ant trade union conferences, such as the engineers, 
railwaymen, etc., this year, where the leaders of 
the trade union movement have made demagogic 
speeches which is the reflection of the mass pres-
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sure upon them and they are now endeavouring 
to canalise that mass pressure so as to keep the 
rebellious elements from coming into the revolu­
tionary camp. The wave of radicalisation is also 
expressed in the growth of the anti-war senti­
ments, in the splendid and unprecedented attitude 
of trade union delegates at-"ihe anti-war confer­
ences, in the election of seventy-one workers­
dockers, engineers, miners-who were sent to the 
Amsterdam Anti-War Congress. It has been 
reflected in the mass unemployed demonstrations, 
particularly those of last autumn (October, 
November, December) where for the first time 
since 1926, the period of the general strike, 
hundreds of thousands of workers came out into 
the streets and demonstrated. This militancy 
and radicalisation has reflected itself during the 
past ten months in the various economic struggles 
that have taken place ( Io,ooo weavers in Great 
Harwood, Io,ooo dockers in London and Liver­
pool, 3,000 London Lightermen, Io,ooo Lucas 
workers, and the strike of the J,ooo Leicester 
hosiery workers) and in the present strike of the 
2oo,ooo Lancashire weavers and the whole series 
of other strikes this year. In England we can 
therefore see a fighting working class, and al­
though radicalisation is proceeding unevenly, we 
see deep and fundamental changes taking place 
which only the more sharply emphasise the weak­
nesses of our Party, the serious lagging behind 
of our Party and our isolation from the masses, 
which is the warning note to the whole Party 
to improve its methods of work so that we can 
give that leadership for united action to this 
growing mass movement that can only come from 
the Communist Party. 

What has been the policy of the reformists 
during this period ? It is absolutely true to declare 
that the Labour Party stands to-day very largely 
discredited in the eye~ of the British working 
class, but it is undoubtedly making every effort 
to make a come-back. It does this by the use 
of demagogy, by bringing forward of programmes 
disguised as Socialism. For example, for the 
coming Labour Party Conference in October, a 
whole series of resolutions have been prepared 
dea1ing with finance, land, industry, trade, etc., 
and the essence of all these resolutions is that the 
Labour Party, given a Government with a 
majority, will reorganise the whole of the 
economic life of England ; that by a series of 
corporations representing the employers, the con­
sumers and the workers, it will be possible in this 
common family to be able to constructively begin 
in England the planning of industry and trade. 
This is Labour Socialism, but a careful examina­
tion of the Labour Party's policy on every one 
of the questions they are dealing with, reveals 

the fact that, stripped of its phraseology, its· line 
is an anti-working class line, a capitalist line. 

How cunningly and skilfully these left 
manreuvres are to deceive the masses is seen on 
the question of the Means Test. It is true to 
say that nothing is so hated as the Means Test. 
The Labour Party, when it was the Government, 
was the Government which introduced the Means 
Test, and it won the recent bye-elections in Wake­
field and Wednesbury, both important industrial 
centres, simply on the ground that it was fighting 
the Means Test, when, in reality, it was the father 
of the whole scheme. 

The Trade Union Congress opens in Newcastle 
on September sth. The chief programme before 
the Congress of the General Council is a pro­
gramme which is described as public control and 
regulation of industry and trade, and the General 
Council leaders of the Trade Union Congress 
have worked out a CODlplete scheme whereby 
every industry can be brought under public con­
trol, with each of these industries being run on 
the lines of a public corporation, and they will 
then give a square deal to the workers, employers 
and trade unions. They define the goal of organ­
ised labour as the following: That it is· to make 
industry a public service functioning in the 
interests of the whole community and organised 
on a model scientific line, with the aim of securing 
the maximum welfare for the people, and they are 
asking the delegates to reaffirm this policy. 

The Trade Union Congress talks about fighting 
the Means Test. It also talks about the necessity 
of having shorter hours, the necessity of a forty­
hour working week, but while it talks like this 
it is putting into operation the splitting of the 
unemployment movement. 

Now just a word or two about the I.L.P. It 
would be wrong to underestimate the decision of 
the I.L.P. to disaffiliate from the Labour Party. 
It was on the initiative of the I. L. P. that the 
Labour Party was formed, and it represents a 
tremendous change in the traditional attitude that 
a decision should now be carried through that the 
Party which form~ the Labour Party should 
leave the Labour Party. This decision was 
carried through at a recent conference in Brad­
ford, there being 241 votes for disaffiliation and 
142 against disaffiliation. 

This disaffiliation takes place at a time, not 
when Labour is a Government, and when the 
results of its policy as a Government are so 
obvious to the workers ; it takes place at a time 
when the Labour Party is in so-called opposition 
to the National Government, and so deep is the 
disillusionment of the masses with the policy of 
Labour as an opposition, that the I.L.P. as the 
so-called left wing within the ranks of the Labour 
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Party, now senses this feeling down below and it 
puts the question of leaving the Labour Party in 
order to become an independent political force. 

In the ranks of the I.L.P. there has been a 
split since this policy was carried through, and 
one section of the I. L. P., called the loyal section, 
is to remain affiliated to the Labour Party and it 
is undoubtedly carrying on a big campaign. 

It would be wrong to underestimate to the 
slightest extent the importance of this decision. 

It is interesting to know how the conference in 
Bradford was organised-the conference to carry 
out the policy of disaffiliation. The first business 
of the conference was to pay a tribute to the 
memory of the Hung-arian comrades executed ; 
secondly, to send a tribute to the prisoners at 
Meerut ; and thirdly, to pay tribute to the leaders 
of the C.P.S. U. for services rendered to world 
Socialism. 

After these three items had been got through, 
then the ordinary business of the conference took 
place. At the conference a whole plan for 
Socialist Britain was brought forward. There 
is everything in that plan, except how the revolu­
tion shall be achieved, and the main thing of the 
plan is that everything is there, and everything 
can be achieved without a revolution. This is 
described as being the revolutionary Socialist 
policy .for Britain. 

But when it comes to the policy of the I.L.P. 
on economic struggles-for example, the present 
cotton strike-this is what the I. L. P. has to say: 
"The I.L.P. must continue to encourage resist­
ance to wage-cuts and the tyranny of the 
employers, but must also point out to the cotton 
workers that they are doomed by capitalism, and 
a thorough-going to Socialism is the only hope 
of the workers.'' 

There is in the I. L. P. a revolutionary policy 
group whose only line of action against war is 
to blow up the munition trains and ships lying 
in the docks. This is the kind of propaganda 
they have been bringing forward in London in 
speeches and articles, but the simple question of 
instructing their I.L.P. members who are mem­
bers of trade unions to refuse to handle these 
munitions, to get a one-day strike or a ten-mniute 
protest strike has never been brought forward. 

Just a few remarks in regard to the tasks of 
our Party in the united front movement. There 
are many dangers confronting the Party as far 
as carrying out the united front from below is 
concerned. The chief danger, of course, comes 
from the right, but despite this our biggest task 
is to wage relentless war on the sectarian elements 
in the 'Party. At the Plenum of our Central 
Committee, the following was stated regarding 
'the united front : 

''The supreme issue. now confronting the 
workers is the struggle against imperialist war, 
the taking of the offensive against all war 
moves and the beating back of the starvation 
attack, which is part of the war offensive. 
Therefore, the urgent and imperative task 
before the Communist Party is the organisation 
of a broad united front of the working class 
and the mobilisation of all forces for a decisive 
advance of the entire Party.'' 
This was contained in the June resolution of 

the Plenum of our C.O. 
How is the Party to carry out that task? How 

is the Party to mobilise its forces to carry out 
what it declares to be the most urgent and impera­
tive task before the Party? 

First, to overcome the sectarian tendencies 
which prevent us from carrying out the united 
front work and activity; secondly, to take the 
initiative for developing the united front activity 
and action to effect our end; thirdly, to convince 
our entire Party that the united front is not a 
phrase and fetish but only a concrete way in which 
the workers can fight against the capitalist offen­
sive and develop a mass movement; fourthly, we 
must make a determined effort to win the rank 
and file of the I. L. P., at the same time to avoid 
creating the impression that there are no funda­
mental differences between our Party and the 
I.L.P. 

We must also explain why the C.P. cannot 
drop the right of criticism when engaged in united 
front work. 

Finally, on this question comes the question of 
the popularity of our language. The sooner we 
begin to understand how to say what we want 
to say in ordinary language, the more effective 
will the whole line of our propaganda become. 

Now some remarks about economic struggles, 
our work in the trade unions and the question of 
the fight against unemployment. 

In 193 I our Party participated in many 
economic struggles and made many mistakes 
which led to a complete distortion of the line of 
independent strike leadership and organisation. 
Comrade Kuusinen referred to some of them, 
particularly the South Wales example, where a 
self-appointed committee of about twenty Com­
munists called itself the Central Strike Committee 
of South Wales. However, as a result of the 
criticism of the Comintern and the R.I.L. U., 
decisive changes were made and these are now 
being put into effect. In our experience this year 
we are now trying to find a way to apply independ­
ent leadership that has a mass character to it. 
The experience of a whole series of struggles this 
year have brought out the necessity of the utmost 
flexibility being utilised in order to be able to 
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win every bit of contact in developing the strike 
leadership. Some interesting factors have come 
out of an analysis of the strike struggles which 
we must take into consideration in formulating 
the correct slogans of the fig-ht. One of the most 
interesting things in England, so far as economic 
struggles and the resistance of the workers is 
concerned, is the fact that on some aspects of 
rationalisation, the fight is more bitter than when 
it is a fig-ht against wage-cuts. For instance, the 
magnificent fight of the Lucas workers was the 
fight against the Bedaux System. The London 
busmen's resistance, which will probably take the 
form of a strike in the end of September, is not 
primarily against the threatened wage-cut. The 
new rationalisation scheme for the raitwaymen, 
which in nine months wilt put 30 per cent. of them 
on the streets, is what the railwaymcn are mainly 
fighting ngainst, and this fact of relentless oppo­
sition to rationalisation is very important. And 
in Lancashire to-day, although the wage-cut is 
playing an important part in the fight, the central 
feature is the resistance of the workers to the 
More-Loom System because the weavers under­
stand that it will put so per cent. of them on the 
streets. 

And if we understand this, then in formulating 
our slogans, they must always take into account 
this factor. 

I will not give all the figures in regard to the 
progress of the economic struggles in England 
duriPg- the last two or thn:e years, but just a few 
exJmpl<'~: There were 250 strikes from January 
to July, involving 15o,ooo workers, and gos,ooo 
working days lost. This is not taking into con­
sideration the new situation in Lancashire, and 
strikes in London at present. 

One or two remarks in regard to experience 
in a few economic struggles. The Lucas strike 
was incorrectly referred to by Comrade Kuusinen, 
the real mistake not being brought out; but he 
may have the wrong information. 

What was our mistake in the Lucas situation. 
It was of a two-fold character. First, our com­
rades began to argue as to whether to form a 
new union or r.ot, instead of concentrating all 
their resources on building an organisation within 
the factory, within each rlepartment, and linking 
this up with a factory committee; the second mis­
take, made by the C.C., was in not building up 
the M.M. and in not recruiting membe"rs to its 
ranks during the course of the strike, but rather 
concentrating on the question of building factory 
contacts and a committee. 

The basic mistake was the mistake of getting 
discussions and arguments going as to whether 
a new union should be built or not, instead of the 
mobilisation of all our energy for the building 

up of factory, department and union organis­
ations that would have formed a real mass revo­
lutionary trade union opposition in the Lucas 
factory. 

Take another strike-the London Lightermen. 
We had not a ~ingle contact with these men 
when the strike began. Th!! question was how 
to get this contact. Finally, comrades were 
selected to go down and try to get some idea of 
what the lightermen 's conditions were, to get 
the story written up in the "Daily Worker," and 
then try to get the "Daily Worker" among the 
strikers. This was done and the "Daily Worker" 
was sent to the chairman of one of the lighter­
men's locals and this man, who had never had 
any usc for the paper before, took it to a meeting 
of .c;oo strikers, read the story to them and the 
strikers said : • 'That is the only paper which has 
told the truth about our fight." That gave us 
our first break. As a result of the interest 
aroused by that first story, we were then able to 
build up a big influence, and in two of the most 
important branches a special meeting was organ­
ised at which twenty lig-htermen joined our Party. 
In one of those branches we still have a big 
influence. But the important thing was the r6le 
that the "Daily Worker" began to play among 
a number of workers who had never heard of the 
paper before. 

Now with regard to the strike of the Lancashire 
weavers. Our Party is very weak in the textile 
areas. This year some special concentration has 
been made on Burnley, which we looked upon as 
being- the storm centre of any struggle which 
\vould take place in Lancashire. Some weeks 
ago we had nine Party members and eleven 
workers who were sympathetic to the Party in 
this town. Concentration had been made on the 
de~isive mill, but we had not succeeded in getting 
new members into the Party from that factory. 
\Ve di<l succeed, however, in widening the influ­
ence of the Party in that factory. However, 
eighteen weeks ago in a little place called Ear by, 
the employers demanded another cut of 7l per 
cent. Some 400 workers came out on strike. 
Our comrades went into that village and were 
received with rlefinitC' hostilitv. Our comrades 
were told: "We want no Communist agitators 
here. The strike is being run by the union and it 
can be won bv the union.'' A ft£'r seven wef'ks, 
our comrades ·had so continued the struggle that 
they not only broke down all hostility against 
them, but were able to call out five other mills in 
this place. We succeeded in getting meetings of 
the strikers in each of these mills and in electing 
a rank and file strike committee from each one of 
the five mills in Earby. The strikers then asked 
for the use of the Weavers' Institute for a rank 
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and file strike meeting ; the ·union officials said 
they could not have it ; the comrades organised 
a march of all the strikers who forcibly took pos­
session of the Weavers' Institute, and had it ever 
since. It was a little strike, but it was the first 
spark which set into a flame in Lancashire, where 
2oo,ooo workers are out at present for five weeks. 

I will give another example. In Burnley the 
employers posted a notice of reduced wages ; the 
union called a strike with the belief that the 
workers would not respond. Twenty per cent. of 
the workers there are unemployed ; the Means 
Test has wro'!ght havoc in every home there, and 
the union lc.aders thought that if there was no 
response, it would give them an excuse and man­
date to sign a wage-cut agreement with the 
employers, with whom they were already negotiat­
ing. To their astonishment, and to the astonish­
ment of the Party, every weaver in Burnley came 
out on strike, and in doing this, we can say that 
the decisive factor was undoubtedly played by the 
Party in organising, on the day before the strike, 
a meeting at which s,ooo Burnley weavers 
participated. 

At this meeting the line was given as follows : 
the union leaders are calling you on strike ; they 
do not believe that you will strike; we call upon 
all the weavers to strike in the mills and to mass­
picket these mills. The next morning the com­
rades went on the picket lines, and one of the 
most important results was that all struck work, 
and these strikers approached our women com­
rades who were working in the mills and asked : 
which mills shall we go to picket? And for two 
days, under the leadership of our comrades, 
under the leadership of our Party-this is an un­
doubted fact-every mill in Burnley was picketed 
until every mill stopped. 

This complete stoppage immediately brought a 
new situation throughout the whole Lancashire 
textile industry, and in every other textile town 
talk began to be heard of all being out together. 

Subsequently a strike was called on August 
27th and 200,000 of the weavers in Lancashire 
are now out on strike. By the end of this week 
scores of spinning mills will have to close down 
and that will make 100,000 spinners. In another 
three weeks 200,000 spinners are due for a wage­
cut. If the spinners will now join the re~nks of 
the weavers, that will be a power that nothing in 
Lancashire can defeat, and the job of the Party 
and the revolutionary opposition i~ to brinl{ for­
ward this slogan in the sharpest and most con­
vincing manner possible in order to bring about 
such a position. 

As the strike develops there is, of course, the 
danger of government intervention. We must 
be on our guard against this. We must utilise 

all our influence in the union committees and par­
ticularly developing independent strike meetings 
and getting from these meetings provisional 
organisations that can lead to effective commit­
tees of action which in turn can lead to an all­
Lancashire Conference of elected strikers from 
the meetings of the strikers themselves to appoint 
an authoritative independent strike leadership 
which is really representative of all the strikers. 
The Lancashire strike is one of the most import­
ant strikes which have taken place in England, 
the consequences of which will be felt throughout 
the entire country. Our small Party was able to 
collect £350 for the Lancashire strikers in the 
first three weeks. In one week it has also col­
lected seven tons of foodstuffs from the workers 
in London and sent three motor lorries from 
London to Lancashire. This is arousing great 
enthusiasm from the workers along the whole 
lines of route from London to Lancashire. 

Now I want to speak on some of the lessons 
which have resulted from these struggles. 

First, we must continue to make war on the 
conception that independent leadership and united 
front activities can be separated, and make 
it clear that the independent leadership and 
activities we speak of is not the leadership and 
activities of a handful of Communists, but is the 
independent leadership and activities of the 
masses and not of a few Communists or sup­
porters of the Minority Movement. And when 
once that conception can be got across to the 
entire Party and the M.M., then the whole line of 
methods of approach will undergo a whole change. 

I want to bring forward a controversial point. 
I bring it forward, not to counterpose it in any 
way to work in the factories or to the objective 
we all have-the election of representative strike 
committees as a result of meetings in factories 
or mills-but I bring it for consideration out of 
the strike experiences. This point is the line of 
approach on the question of strike strategy. 

What are the chief lessons of the boilermakers' 
strikes of 17 weeks, of the lightermen's strike of 
7 weeks, of the miners' strike in South Wales, 
of the response of the London busmen; and what 
is the chief reason for the tremendous strike 
movement in Lancashire? In my opinion it is 
the under-estimation by our Party of the authority 
and importance of the trade union branches and 
the decisive rate these trade union branches play 
in struggles. 

Tf we have in Lancashire at present, as a result 
of activity in the mills and unions, on 4 of the 
36 union committees, Communists or members 
of the revolutionary trade union opposition, we 
would be able to write a different story so far as 

that strike is concerned at present. 



6J8 THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

In South Wales there is the mining village, and 
the centre is the lodge. We talk to the miners in 
the pit. This is absolutely correct, and we must in­
crease our work to get pit committees-the most 
cardinal principle must be factory organisation, 
but we must not be blinded to the fact that, while 
doing that, that miner with whom we are dis­
cussing the question of wages will say : What is 
the Lodge Committee going to do; and what is 
the Lodge Committee going to say? And unless 
we make a sharp turn in understanding the trade 
union branches and how to use them, we are 
going to neglect one of the most important 
methods to use, so far as carrying out strike 
activity is concerned. 

I therefore hope that this question will be given 
the attention which it requires. 

Now with regard to the question of work in the 
reformist unions. I would like to strongly sup­
port the thesis which gives added emphasis to 
this question and also the speeches of Comrades 
Kuusinen and Thaelmann where they dealt with 
it. Again I want to make it clear that I do not 
stress the decisive importance of this work in 
England from a trade union standpoint or from 
a viewpoint of being opposed to work in the fac­
tories, but from the experiences of life itself, 
because we hold the view that there can be no 
successful mass work in the factories independent 
of the mass work in the trade unions and vice 
versa. 

Our policy must be to make the workers con­
vinced that we want to make their union branches 
and committees powerful weapons in their fight 
when once they take them into their own hands. 
Wrong formulations on this question of the trade 
union movement which have given the impression 
that we are out to smash and disrupt the trade 
union movement have placed weapons in the 
hands of the Amsterdamers. Our task is to win 
the masses of the trade union members and specu­
lations as to whether we can win the whole union 
or the branch only conceals the refusal to work 
in the reformist trade unions and prevents any 
work from being carried out in these unions. 
Objectively, this sort of speculation is merely 
capitulation to the trade union bureaucracy. We 
must realise that there are tens of thousands of 
workers in England and other countries who 
though ·not yet ready to join the Communist 
Party are ready to work and help carry out the 
policy ·of the revolutionary trade union opposition. 
And those workers have to be organised ; they 
must be developed and made the- basis of a mass 
revolutionary trade union opposition. 

Regarding the question of work in the trade 
unions. We endeavoured to make an improve-

rnent of work in this connection, and this is seen 
in the fact that in the last months we have been 
able to get 19 of our leading comrades in the 
engineers' union, who were expelled, reinstat~d, 
and a leading comrade in the Stevedores' U mon 
reinstated and on the Executive Committee of 
that Union. Other examples of our trade union 
work can be seen in the fact that since January 
to the end of July of this year, 57 trade union 
branches passed resolutions and sent them to the 
"Daily Worker," protesting against the action 
of the Japanese in Shanghai, and this means that 
scores of others must have passed them and did 
not notify the papers; that I9 bntnches of the 
Engineers' Union protested against the attack 
on the Soviet Union made in their journal ; it is 
seen in the fact that a delegation of 7I was sent 
to Amsterdam, principally trade unionists: and 
it is seen in the attendance of trade union 
branches now taking place in the united front 
trade union conference. 

What arc the weak sides? At the Newcastle 
Congress, opening on September 5th, out of 700 
delegates, we have got only 4; at the recent 
miners' conference, we had I delegate ; at the 
recent conference of railwaymen we had only I ; 

and it lies in the fact that in Lancashire we have 
not a single member on one union committee 
throughout the whole of the textile centre; it is 
seen in the fact too that in January of this year, 
when the question of work in the reformist unions 
was discusseo, out of 8I of the leading comrades 
present, when they were asked how many were 
active in the trade unions, only 13 could show 
they were active, and if that is the situation on 
the top, we can have a good idea what it is like 
below, but figures indicate an improvement this 
year so far as work in the unions is concerned. 

One or two words in connection with the 
revolutionary trade union opposition. Many 
sharp criticisms which are absolutely justifieo 
can be levelled at our Party for its neglect in 
developing the mass revolutionary trade union 
opposition, but what do we find in this respect? 
We find as a result of experiences that we can-, 
not develop the Minority Movement in a. strait 
jacket. Just one or two facts to prove this. In 
South Wales we have an unofficial union of the 
tinplate workers. This movement has the sup­
port of 62 branches and runs a monthly paper 
called the "Workers' Voice." In the engineer!=' 
we have another unofficial movement which is 
known as the Members' Rights Movement. This 
movement has succeeded in getting our comrades 
reinstated. · It is supported by 120 trade union 
branches and 4 area councils of the A. E. U. It 
also publishes a monthly·paper called the ''Mon·­
key Wrench," which has a circulation of over 
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s,ooo. Among the London dockers, for the first 
time, we have established a London port workers' 
unity movement which is now rapidly developing. 
This movement publishes two monthly papers 
with a circulation of goo. With the busmen, the 
whole of the line that has been carried out, has 
been carried out by the busmen's militant groups 
and they have the support of 27 of the most im­
portant garage:;. 4,500 copies of the last issue of 
their paper were sold in 3 days in the garages 
and trade union branches. Among the printing 
workers militant groups have been established. 
This movement also has a mvnthly paper with a 
circulation of 3,000. 

The lesson that we can see is that these move­
ments are developing according to the concrete 
circumstances which face these particular types 
of workers in the respective industries, and, 
secondly,.· that the call of unity as expressed in so 
many of these names is bringing many sections 
of workers which have hitherto been outside our 
ranks nearer to us and the job now is to have 
the perspective for continuing the campaign to 
consolidate them wherever possible on a district 
and national basis. And we ought to be able to 
find some name which will be more suitable and 
applicable to English conditions. 

One or two words on the fight against unem­
ployment. Comrade Thaelrnann said that in 
Germany the Prague resolution had practically 
been a dead letter. This is true also in Britain. 
In Britain we have an unemployed organisation 
with 386 branches and a dues paying membership 
of so,ooo, but we have not yet been able to con­
vince our comrades in this organisation, with all 
its possibilities, that it must become the fighting 
core for the carrying out of broad mass activities 
against unemployment and the development of 
broad unemployed councils. The thing which 
has held the unemployed organisation back from 
doing this is the fe.a:r that it witt he liquidated. 
On the contrary, I contend that if the N.U.W.M. 
could have taken the initiative for the drive for­
ward in carrying out the Prague resolution, it 
would have become a more powerful organis­
ation than heretofore. 

What is the weakest part of the fight against 
·unemployment in Britain? It is the fact that, 
although we have the unemployed organisation 
of so,oOo paying members, it is largely an organ­
isation of unemployed workers who have been 
unemployed for many years, and we have failed to· 
draw into the organisation these hundreds of 
th-ousands of skilled and semi-skilled workers who 
have close ties ·with the trade ·union branches, 
who have been unemployed,· for the . first timP 
in their lives, an·d are outside the· influence and 
scope of our organisation. 

The lessons of last autumn must be learned 
when demonstrations at which unemployed and 
employed workers participated took place we did 
not draw them in-but we still have good con­
nections with workers inside the factories. This 
means we lost tremendous opportunities for 
making a fight against unemployment, not only 
a fight of the unemploye!d, but a fight of the 
whole working class movement, and particularly 
a fight of the trade union movement and a pre­
sentation of demands for the finding of work. 
Not only this aspect but every other gives the 
Party opportunities for bringing out its whole 
revolutionary lines. 

One last point. I do not propose to speak in 
regard to the an!i-war campaign because one of 
the other comrades will give a separate report on 
this on the special item on the agenda dealing 
with it, but I want only to say that, whilst the 
Party made many big improvements in the anti­
war work, we did not succeed in stopping a single 
ship or munition train, nor did we succeed in 
getting one short protest strike. 

The resolution of our C.C. Plenum in January 
gave the line for the Party's work in the immedi­
ate future for the strengthening of the mass 
movement of resistance and the overcoming of 
the Party isolation from the masses. The most 
important questions dealt with were the follow­
ing: 

First, the methods and tasks ot ca.rrymg out 
revolutionary mass work. 

Secondly, the necessity of combining our revo­
lutionary political line and leadership with tire­
less detailed work in the factories, unions and 
exchanges, in relation to the concrete situation 
and issues. 

Thirdly, from this work to develop a revolu­
tionary mass organisation that would have its 
permanent expression in the Revolutionary Trade 
Union Opposition. 

Fourthly, as the red thread running through 
all this work, to build up the Party through con­
tinuous recruiting and the building up of the cir­
culation of the "Daily Worker." 

Four districts were chosen for concentration 
so as to carry out this resolution-London, South 
Wales, Lancashire and Glasgow. Further, 
every leading member of the Party was instructed 
to be attached to some factory cell and to some 
local Party organisation and the whole of this 
work was to be checked; up and controlled by the 
District Committees and the Pol-Bureau, It is 
now possible to give an estimation of what has 
been done in the six months concentration period. 

First, we can say1 that there has been ·a marked 
improvement in nearly every phase of the Party's 
work. Secondly, there has been better pre par-
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ation and participation in local struggles and par­
ticularly in economic struggles. Thirdly, that 
the Anti-War Campaign and the winning of trade 
uniuu support represents active achievement in 
that direction. Fourthly, definite results m m­
creased influence in some factorit·s and in some 
unions. 

These results, comrades, are only small but 
they point the way for the whole Party and in this 
respect I would like to give particular experi­
ences from- these districts which show the work 
of this concentration. First, I want to take a 
miners' village in South Wales. Here we had a 
Party cell of four members. This cell had very 
Jittle influence in the pit in the village but after 
the discussion of the resolution, the ceJl began to 
apply the line of that resolution to its work. It 
took up a number of questions in that particular 
pit and analysed them. It formulated demands. 
It took up questions which we had formerly con­
sidered beneath us. For instance, questions in 
regard to timber and another question in regard 
to piece work. It wrote aU this up in an article 
which was published in the 11 Daily Worker" 
which was afterwards distributed among the 
miners in the pit. As a result of this first step 
the management was compelled to rectify griev­
ances which had been outstanding for some con­
siderabl'" time. As a result of this concrete 
activity, two new members were recruited to the 
cell. ThP cell asked the "Daily Worker" to 
give them a whole page in the "Daily WorKer" 
stating that they would supply the material for 
it if we would publish it. The "Daily" said that 
it would. 36 dozen copies of the issue which liad 
this special page were sold. Our pit cell has now 
increased to 11 and we have bigger influence in 
this pit than we have had since the formation of 
the Party as far as this area is concerned. 

Secondly, an example from Glasgow. We had 
no contact whatever among the Glasgow dockers 
in December. In fact definite hostility to our 
Party expressed itself. After discussion a new 
approach was made. The comradPs wtrt able to 
find out one 011 two grievances of the dockers in 
this particular place. Use was made of a. letter 
sent by one of the dockers from Odessa. This 
was printed in thousands of copies. It caused a 
Jot of excitemnt. At a special meeting of the 
dockers we had made some contact for the first 
time and recruited one or two members into our 
Party. As a result of that first meeting of 1 ,ooo 
the dockers were not only able to take up some 
of the grievances on the Clyde, but they also 
elected a delegate to come to the U.S.S.R. This 
cell now issues a dock paper .. 

A further example from London, from a rail­
way depot cell. This railway depot, where we 

had a Party cell of 14, is very important for the 
transport of munitions. Within the last three 
months we succeeded in recruiting three new 
members. The cell had been .able to take up a 
number of simple questions which a year ago 
every comrade in that cell would have felt were 
beneath his notice. 

For instance, a broken window in a dining­
room-an insignificant thing-stiJI we took the 
question up. The matter was put right, and that 
Jed to other questions. 

A comrade elected to a railway depot commit­
tee was able to utilise this to get grievances 
settled; a comrade running for a position got 
405 votes, an increase of 100, the highest vote 
recorded in that depot ; our factory paper started 
with a circulation of 200 but has increased in the 
last two months by 200 ; we were able to get a 
delegate to Amsterdam Congress and collected 
all expenses to send the delegate, and now we 
have a very big influence in one of the most im­
portant railway branches attached to that depot 
through which passes munitions from one of the 
biggest munition dumps ready for transmission 
abroad. 

Perhaps to some Parties represented here this· 
is insignificant, but to our Party they represent 
great improvements, and we must convince the 
Party that this can be done throughout the whole 
country providing the whole membership can be 
mobilised. 

What are our weaknesses in the last six 
months? First,· the Party has not increased its 
membership, but, on the contrary, it has failed 
to retain all the new members recruited at mass 
meetings. Out of this question has emerged an 
interesting point - where recruits have been 
gained from factory cells, we have not lost one 
member, but where recruited from big mass 
meetings, through insufficient attention to them, 
through a light-hearted attitude on their part in 
joining the Party, we have not been able to retain 
a large number that joined ; thirdly, while the 
Party work in the economic struggles improved, 
we have not been able to build up the revolution­
ary trade union opposition. 

The circulation of the Party paper has been 
static. These weaknesses represent a warning 
signal to the whole Party to orientate itself at the 
earliest possible moment. The reasons for this 
weakness are: only 25 per cent. of the Party 
members are actively carrying out the resolution : 
the majority remain in the old sectarian rut. 
There is • the most urgent need for convincing the 
whole Partv of the importance of taking- up these 
"nnr.rete demands - what we call in England 
"small issues," and in taking them up, we must 
underst;md how to combine them with our revo-
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lutionary line of propaganda, with the presenta­
tion of the revolutionary way out of the crisis. 
The whole Party does not yet understaQd this 
question of concrete daily work. This work alone 
is not going to advance the Party if it has with 
it no mass contact, no mass character, and we 
in the Party who are in contact with the masses 
know this. 

This, roughly, is the outline of the January 
resolution, its achievements and reasons for our 
shortcomings. 

Upon the next tasks of the Party. These are 
now the fight against imperialist war and armed 
intervention against the Soviet Union. Second, 
the fight against the National Government, inten­
sified offensive, economic campaign, unemployed 
work, fight against the Means Test, social service 
cuts, and against repression in the colonies, and 
especially India and Ireland, and in connection 
with these countries, our Party has seriously 
lagged behind the requirements and the demands 
of the situation, because in England, so far as 
Ireland is concerned, in every important industrial 
centre there are tens of thousands of Irish workers 
whom we can win in the great imperiahst fight 
against what is taking place in Ireland so far as 
the National Government is concerned at the pre­
sent time. 

The third task is the fight against the offensive 
of the employers as expressed in the attack 
against the textile workers, the bus and tube 
workers, the miners and the railwaymen. 

Fourth, the urgent need for the development 
of .a broad united front of the working class 
against hunger and war. 

Fifthly, the development of revolutionary trade 
union opposition in the factories and unions 

And sixthly, to use the same phrase again, the 
red stream that runs through the whole of these 
tasks is the recruiting for the Party in the ceUs 
and in the local unions, and the building up and 

strengthening of the Party and the ''Daily 
Worker." 

Finally, comrades, in looking back over the 
progress of our Party since the XI Plenum we 
can state that the Party has made some progress, 
that with the help of the Inte.rnational we are 
breaking through the isolation which has tor so 
long characterised the Communist Party of Great 
Britain. We are making the first beginnings of 
the tum. Why do we say this? Is it because 
we are in a self-satisfied mood? Of course not. 
We say it only to emphasise the possibilities 
which confront our Party if only these small be­
ginnings can be taken up by the whole member­
ship to show what the whole Party can do. Why 
must we speed up this work? Because during the 
next three months we are gomg to see m .Eng­
land the biggest attacks that ha.ve ever taken 
place. We are convinced that there will be the 
biggest mass movement than has ever occurred 
in the British working class movement. We must 
concentrate our efforts to win the leadership of 
this movement and avoid the mistakes which 
were proven by the bitter experiences of last 
autumn when we had the mass movement under 
our influence but were not able to lead it and to 
keep it. By profiting from these experiences, 
understanding the deadly urgency of the fight 
against hunger and war, our Party is pledging 
itself at the XII Plenum to carry out its heavy 
and responsible tasks with redoubled energy and 
to see that the line of the E.C.C.I. is carried out. 
We must profit by the mistakes and criticism of 
our Party which were revealed to us last Decem­
ber and I want to say while these are only first 
beginnings, they are beginnings of a permanent 
character and will give the International a 
guarantee and assurance that the Communist 
Party of Great Britain understands how to fulfil 
its duties in this hour of emergency. 

X lith PLENUM LIBRARY 
(Prices subject to alteration). 

1. Resolutions and Theses . . . 2d. 
2. The International Situation and the tasks 

of the sections of the Communist Inter-
national ... 6d. 2octs. 

(Report by 0. Kuusinen) 

3· The Danger of Imperialist War and 
Military Intervention in connection with 
the War which has broken out in the Far 
East ... 3d. wets. 

(Report by Okano. C.P. Japan) 

4· The Soviet Union and the World's 

Workers 2d. sets. 
(Report by D. Z. Manuilsky, C.P.S. U .) 

S· The C.P.s of France and Germany and 
the tasks of the Communists in the 
Trade Unions 2d. sets. 

(Report by 0. Piatnitsky) 
6. Great Britain, Ireland and America ... 3d. wets. 

(Speeches by Gusev, Pollitt, Troy and 
an American Comrade) 

7· XIJth Plenum Handbook (Propagandists' 
Guide to the derisions of the XII 
Plenum) ... 2d. wets. 
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THE WORK OF THE COMMUNIST PARTIES OF FRANCE 
AND GERMANY AND THE TASKS OF THE 

COMMUNISTS IN THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT 
SPEECH BY 0oM. 0. PIATNITSKY. 

I N the period between the XI and the XII 
Plenums, the sections of the Comintem, and 

therefore the Comintern as a whole, achieved 
considerable successes, not only in regard to 
securing an increase of votes at elections and in­
crease in the membership of revolutionary 
workers' and Communist organisations, but also 
in regard to leading economic struggles and 
revolutionary battles. Compared with the sweep 
of the revolutionary labour and peasant move­
ments, however, and bearing in mind the unex­
ampled betrayal of the interests of the working 
class by the Social-Democrats and the leaders of 
the reformist trade unions and other anti-revolu­
tionary trade unions ; having in mind also the 
strength of the capitalist attack upon all the gains 
of the workers, and the very standard of living 
of wide masses, compared with all this, we must 
say that all the sections of the C.omintern are 
lagging very much behind the possibilities created 
by the ii\dustrial and agrarian crisis, and the 
whole situation which we describe as the end of 
stabilisation. 

I will deal with only two sections in my 
remarks, the C.P. of France and the C.P. of 
C':rermany, and also several general question!" 
affecting all sections. 

l'HE COMMUNIST PARTY OF FRANCE. 

Bearing in mind the importance of the problems 
confronting the C.P. of France, due to the signifi­
cance which French imperialism has for the revo­
lutionary labour and peasant movement of the 
whole world (for France is strangling Germany, 
her own colonies, is surrounding the U.S.S.R. 
with her vassals, - Czecho-Slovakia, Rumania 
and Poland,-with the aim of intervention, etc.), 
we must say that the C.P. of France has made 
no progress ; on the contrary, it is lagging behind 
more than other sections. This does not contra­
dict the fact that the C.P. of France has carried 
out a number of campaigns successfully - the 
struggle against the air manreuvres, the prepar­
ations for the Anti-War Congress, the campaign 
carried on by Humanite against the Whiteguards, 
etc. Hut the lagging behind of the C.P. of France 
is seen in the whole work of the Party and the 
Red trade unions, notwithstanding the constant 
assistance it has received from the Comintern and 
R.I.L.U. 

From the middle of 1930, during the· whole ot 

1931 and to the middle of 1932 the Presidium, the 
Political Secretariat and the Political Commission 
concerned themselves more with the problems of 
the C.P. of France than with those of any other 
section ot the Comintern. I want to briefly 
enumerate the meetings we have had in the 
E.C.C.I. to discuss questions of the C.P. of 
France. March, 1930, - the meetings of the 
French Commission, which were attended by six­
teen comrades; not only from the Centre but also 
from the districts. The result of these meetings 
was the extensive and detAiled resolution adopted 
by the Presidium on June 16, 1930. I will have 
occasion to quote from this resolution. On 
August JO, there was another meeting, attended 
by leading comrades, at which the insurance cam­
paign was discussed. The Communist Party of 
France nearly missed this campaign which 
centred around the Bill which provided for 
vanous forms of insurance for the workers 
(except for the unemployed). The socialists had 
introduced an Insurance BiJl which provided for 
limited insurance, for which the working class 
had to pay, and the communists, instead of 
retaliating by introducing their own Insurance 
Bill containing communist demands in the sphere 
of insurance, not only failed to develop a big cam­
paign in support of communist demands, but took 
up an attitude towards the Socialist Insurance 
Hill which we were unable to understand in a 
Communist Party, on so important a question 
alfecting the workers. The C.P. of France 
opposed msurance, on the plea that the employers 
would transfer the cost of insurance to the 
workers in ~my case by raising the price of com­
modities. 

The next meeting took place on November 20, 

I9JO, at which the trade union question was dis­
cussed. In February, 1931, a meeting was held 
at which trade union unity was discussed. The 
initiative on this question was taken by the 
minoritaires,-a small reformist opposition in the 
Red trade unions. This group not only succeeded 
in winning over a number of Red trade union 
organisations, but caused demoralisation in thC' 
ranks of the Unitary General Federation of 
Labour (C.G.T.U.). Neither our Party, nor the 
trade unions were able to take up a correct posi­
tion on this question. Instead of taking the 
initiative on the question of trade union unity, 
they proclaimed that unity was only possible 
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within the framework of the C.G.T.U., that they 
could not create a united trade union organisation 
with the traitors of the Confederation of Labour 
(C.G.T.); and failed to understand that they were 
creating difficulties in approaching the workers 
who still follow the lend of Jouhaux and Co. with 
statements of this kind. Our opponents took 
advantage of such statements. On this question 
we had to draft a document jointly with the 
French comrades and the C.G.T.U. One might 
have thought, that after this document was 
adopted and published, the C. G. T. U. would have 
taken the right road on the question of trade muon 
unity. But the manner in which this document 
was commented on, in the press, and speeches of 
trade union officials, at meetings of the trade 
union organisations, showed that this was not so. 

In April, 1931, during the XI Plenum, a very 
important meeting war. held. Questions concern­
ing the work of the Party and its leadership were 
discussed. Unfortunately these same questions 
have to be raised now, although a year and a half 
has since passed. In June, 1931, a meeting was 
held with delegates of the French Red Trade 
Unions. In July, the R.I.L.U. called the leaders 
of the minority here to discuss all the questions 
of principle on which they differed from the Red 
trade unions with them. The R.I.L.U. had to 
examine the whole of the tactics of the minori­
taires, to explain the counter-revolutionary signi­
ficance of their actions, and indicate the methods 
by which their fatal influence in the ranks of the 
Red trade union movement could be destroyed. 

Later, in October, 1931, a meeting was held 
on the "group" of Barbe, Celor and Co., which 
had retarded. the development of the C. P. of 
France for a number of years. 

End of October,-another meeting prior to the 
Red Trade Union Congress. 

Beginning of December, - at the time of the 
meeting of the Central Council of the R.I. L. U., 
Com. Monmousseau's report on the Congress of 
the C.G.T.U. 

In 1932, at every meeting of the Political Com­
mission, some question or other connected with 
France was discussed. 

In January, 1932, a meeting took place to dis­
cuss the preparations for the VII Congress of the 
Party. After that, in the course of 1932, the 
Party Congress was discussed four times, then 
the elections, the election campaign, the work of 
the parliamentary fraction,-six times, the trade 
unions were discussed three times, work among 
the peasantry (the agrarian programme) was dis­
cussed twice, organisational work twice, ques­
tions concerning the Party leadership twice, the 
national question, non-party organisations, work 
nmong- women, the municipal election campaign 

and questions of agitation and propaganda. In 
the majority of cases, French comrades were pre­
sent when these questions were discussed. 

DEFECTS IN THE WORK OF THE C.P. OF FRANCE. 

You see, therefore, that the Comintern and the 
R.I.L. U. have devoted a great deal of attention 
to the French Party and Red trade unions; and 
this is not accidental. As I have said already, 
the role of the French Party at present is a very 
important one. In the resolutions and documents 
that were adopted, not only was criticism levelled 
against the mistakes of the Party, but they 
s;howed what to do; and how to do it. In the 
decisions of M~y-June, 1930 the following ques­
tions were dealt with : the immediate demands of 
the proletariat; oppos1t10n to the so-called 
"Lefts," who are of the opinion that the "fight 
for beefsteaks" is a thing of the past; for the 
proper conduct of mass work; for quickly remov­
ing the gap between the Party and the masses ; 
for the correct application of the tactics of the 
united front and a correct approach to the social­
ist workers (against the formula that "all mem­
bers of the Socialist Party, including the rank 
and file workers, are bloodhounds of the bour­
geoisie"); against the Party bossing the trade 
unions; work among foreign workers. 

The main points in the resolutions adopted, as 
a result of the work of the commissions, indi­
cated the following unfavourable characteristics 
of the C.P. of France: decline in membership, 
fluctuation in membership; drop in the circulation 
of Hu.manite, incorrect work with the 
H umanite Defence Committees; opportunist, 
and particularly sectarian distortions of the tac­
tics of the united front; the question of the 
immediate demands of the working class. 

1 consider it necessary to quote a passage from 
the resolution adopted on June 16, 1930. In this 
resolution we read the following: 

"In view of the rise of unemployment and 
of the prospects of its growth in the future, the 
Party must immediately adopt measures to set 
up, through the medium of the unitary trade 
unions, unemployed committees or councils, for 
the purpose of maintaining constant contact 
between the employed and unemployed workers. 
The C. P. of France must fight strenuously in 
defence of the demands of the unemployed ; 
unemployed insurance to be paid for by the 
state and the employers, providing for full pay 
to all industrial and agrarian proletarians, 
irrespective of nationality and without bureau­
cratic formalities. Very close attention must 
be paid to the defence of economic and political 
interests of immigrant and colonial workers. 
To counteract the efforts ot the bourgeoisie, 
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the authorities, the socialists and the C. G.T. 
to stir up the French workers against the 
workers of foreign origin and to foment national 
stnfe (which actually did take place under the 
leadership of the socialists a year and a half 
later,-O.P.), etc., our Party must unite the 
French and foreign workers in a single indom­
Itable bloc of class solidarity and joint struggle 
against the exploitation of States and their 
agents.'' 
This resolution was solemnly adopted by the 

whole of the deleg·ation of the C. P. of France 
present at the meeting. The C. P. of France 
solemnly signed a pledge to secure the following 
results by December 25, I93o: 55,000 members; 
2oo,ooo circulation for Humanite and soo,ooo 
members of the Red trade unions. Had they 
carried out this pledge, I would not have to speak 
about the C. P. of France to-day. All the direc­
tives, the solemn promises undertaken by the 
French delegation which I have enumerated, and 
many other decisions of the organs of the 
E.C.C.I. and R.I.L.U. and the decisions of the 
Central Committee of the C.P. of France, remain 
on paper. The Party and the trade unions have 
not mcreased their membership ; on the contrary, 
they have lost members. At the last elections 
the Party lost to the socialists,-listen to this, 
comrades,-22o,ooo votes. In I928, the Social­
ist Party obtained I ,7oo,ooo votes; at the last 
elections it obtained, at our expense,-I ,goo,ooo 
votes. And the C.P. of France lost 7I 1000 votes 
to the renegade W.P.P.* (Sellier and Co.). In 
I932, the C.P. of France obtained 790,000 votes 
as against I ,o67,ooo obtained in 1928. 

I cannot refrain from mentioning a character­
istic fact. Before the elections we discussed the 
election programme and the election campaign 
with the French comrades here. All the comrades 
present, by no means unammous m their work in 
leading the Party, were unanimous in stating that 
the Party was going to lose votes, and many 
votes, at the election. And it was in the belief 
that they were going to lose votes that they 
returned to fight for the workers' votes. They 
told us that they were going to lose from 4oo,ooo 
to soo,ooo ; and we said to them : don't dare come 
here without having obtained I ,soo,ooo votes. 

They came here, not with I ,soo,ooo votes, it 
is true; but they showed a "gain" of 200,000 
votes over their own expectations (laughter). 
Well, it is a gain. Two hundred thousand 
workers' votes are not to be sneezed at. 

The Party has not waged a struggle against 
the Socialist Party and the W.P.P. in spite of the 
fact that the E.C.C.I. very urgently called the 

*Parti Ouvrier et Paysan - Workers' and Peasants' 
Party.-Ed. 

attention of the Central Committee of the C.P. 
of France to the need for waging this struggle. 
I will quote you a short passage trom the resolu­
tion which I have already quoted : 

"Inadequate, weak, belated, slow and dis­
jointed campaign to expose the renegade 
opportunists and the W.P.P. The correct 
organisational measures that were adopted in 
the struggle against the renegade opportunists 
were not properly and clearly explained to the 
members of the Party, and the masses of the 
workers, to enable all the workers to under­
stand the necessity for such organisational 
measures. Generally speaking, there has been 
a lack of energetic, systematic and mass 
counter-attack against the united attack of the 
W.P.P., socialists, the C.G.T. and the govern­
ment. At the same time Humanite 1 s reply 
was weak and inadequate (failure to apply point 
5 of the resolution of the Political Secretariat 
of March, I930). 

"The C.P. of France must thoroughly under­
stand the great danger that threatens the work­
ing class in France from the socialists, 
W.P.P. and opportunists, who are conducting 
a wide campaign to again deceive the prole­
tariat, and urban and rural toilers to consoli­
date the capitalist system and the bourgeois­
imperialist regime. , , 
One would think that the warning was suffi­

ciently serious. Nearly two years have passed. 
The results can be seen from the elections. 

France is still thoroughly imbued with parlia­
mentarism ; the wide masses still heed the depu­
ties and their speeches. The C.P. of France had 
a small fraction, if I am not mistaken, ten mem­
bers at first,-of whom, two were members of 
the Political Bureau. The Political Bureau paid 
no attention to the work of the fraction. What 
was ~the result? The Naval Estimates were 
passed unanimously. 

You can imagine what effect this had upon the 
masses. Not a single one of our deputies was 
present in the Chamber when the vote on the 
Naval Estimates was taken. Our fraction did 
not oppose the Bil introduced by the socialists, 
which was directed against the foreign workers, 
and proposed that the number of foreign workers 
permitted to be employed in industry be limited 
to IO per cent. of the total employed. Only two 
of our deputies were present in the Chamber 
when this Bill was discussed and voted upon. The 
socialists introduced a Women's Suffrage Bill in 
the Chamber. Our people did not react to this 
in any way. One deputy, who was present in the 
Chamber, abstained from voting. We discussed 
this matter in the leading body of the Comintern, 
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and of course, \Ve could not but deal with this in 
a manner it deserved. 

In 21 Departments in France, the Communist 
Party has majorities in 164 municipal councils. 
In these, we have a total of 2,373 municipal 
councillors. In 264 municipal councils we haYe 
minorities, with a total of 6g6 municipal council­
lors. In all countries the municipal councils play 
an important role; but this is particularly the case 
in France. There the municipal councils enjoy 
considerably more powers than those in any other 
country. Some municipal councils are working 
well; they have shown that they can do some­
thing for the workers, and that they can organise 
the working class. But generally in this respect, 
almost nothing· is being done. Taken as a whole, 
the municipal councils, in the majority of cases, 
are not utilised by our Party for the purpose of 
extending their contacts with the masses. The 
fact that the municipal councils play an important 
role in France is sho\vn by the work of the rene­
gades who deserted us (the vY.P.P.). How do 
they operate? They pay heed to the demands of 
the masses, formulate them in their proposals, 
and introduce them in the municipal councils. 
~lore than that; they sometimes formulate the 
demands of the Red trade unions, while our 
municipal coUI~cillors "sit around and flap their 
cars," as Comrade Doriot, a member of the 
Political Bureau, put it. 

During 1929, 1930 and 1931, there were 3,210 
strikes in France, which affected I ·994,000 
\\·orkers. In the first six months of 1932 there 
were 391 strikes affecting 1 q.,ooo workers. Our 
Red trade unions led very few strikes. Either 
they entered the strikes iate, sometimes a long 
time after the strikes had started, or, in other 
cases, thev led these strikes Yerv badh·. 

In 193 1~ out of 260 strikes, o.f which we haYe 
information, 37 were successful. 6g ended in a 
rnmpromise and IO<), i.e., 50 per cent .. failed. Did 
not these strikes fail because our Red trade unions 
were not able to approach strikes properly and 
~ead them? 

If \\·e compare Poland and France "·e will find 
that conditions in Poland are much worse than in 
France. In Poland there are no "·ell organised 
and :--:trong- Red trade unions as is th(' case in 
France. The terror is. raging in Poland eYer so 
much more than in France. Xevertheless, in 
Poland, the number of successful strikes Jed bY 
the Communist Party is larg-er than in France. 
The workers in France haYe foug-ht manv strikes. 
ln all the re('ent strikes the \~:orkers cJisplayecl 
stubbornness and persistence. Sen'ral strikes 
developed into ·big political events. with barricade 
fi!!htinz. The failure of ~o manv ~trikes in 
Franc~. \.;; d\\c in no small degree. h~ the fact th;1t 

the Red trade unions, which hm·e a membership 
of about 3oo,ooo, are not able to expose the 
manreuvres of the reformists and Social-Demo­
crats, to establish the united front from below 
before and during strikes, etc. 

How can our unions be expected to grow if 
they are unable to approach strikes properly? 

I will quote a single fact. Last January there 
was a big movement among the miners in the 
Pas-de-Calais against wage cuts. In that district 
there are 18o,ooo miners; I :;,ooo belong to the 
Red unions and 6o,ooo to the reformist unions. 
But we have more pit delegates than the reform­
ists; we have 6o and they have 48. \Ve quite 
properly advanced the slogan : Prepare to strike 
on February 1. The reformists replied: \\·e 
want a referendum. The question they put to the 
\·otc in the referendum \vas : Strike or negotia­
tions? \Vhat should we have done? \Ye should 
have said to the workers : \Ve will take part in 
the referendum, but at the same time we must 
prepare for the strike and vote for a strike. Die! 
we haYe an opportunity to expose the reformists? 
\Ve did. Thev did not sav what thev ,,·anted. 
what they \vere going to st-rive for, or. why they 
wanted to neg-otiate. \Ve could have said to the 
,,·orkers : If the reformist leaders are willing to 
call a strike they would say,-\\·e will negotiate, 
hut we will insist on all the \YOrkers' demands 
being met, \\·e will fight to prevent the wage cut ; 
~ince the,· do not sa\· this. it sho\\"S that thev \vant 
to comp~omise with the employers. Take part 
in the referendum and ,·ote against the reform­
ists ! But \ve said, boycott the referendum. 
\\·hat ,,·as the result? Th~ result \\·as that 6o,ooo 
voted for negotiations. - for the negotiations 
formula \\·as such an elastic one that it could be 
taken to mean anything- 2.ooo ,·otecl for a strike 
and about Ioo,ooo did not vote at all. How did 
our Red trade unions regard this result? They 
~aid : There vou <l rc. we have ,,·on a victon· : 
after all: a iarg-c number of ,,·orkrrs did n.ot 
vote. that shows~that we have influence. But the 
strike \\·as disrupted. This matter was discussed 
at the Political Bureau. I must <;,av here. to our 
shame, that the reprcscntilti,·e of· the R.I. L.l". 
"·ho \\·as in France at that time. ~poke in fa,·our 
of the hovcott. The Political Bureau discu<;,sL·d 
this quest~on and endorsed the boycott. In "-Pitc 
of the fact that the tactics of the Red trade unions 
\\·ere wrong. the workers nevertheless. be('an1c 
com·inced that they, the Red C nions. championed 
the interests of the \vorkers. for, unlike the re­
formists, they \vanted to fight. 

The Red trade unions hm·c pit and railway 
depot deleg-ates elected by the workers. Thes~ 
deleg-ates are full-time officials and thev could be 
m:1(ic ,·cry good usc of. But th,ry do about as 
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much as our municipal councillors, who sit around 
and flap their ears when questions affecting the 
workers are being discussed. No use is made of 
them. They could serve as organisers and agita­
tors, and carry out the slogans and the line of 
our Party and Red trade unions. 

Now about unemployment. I have already 
shown that we uttered a warning about unem­
ployment long before it appeared in France by 
quoting to you the resolution of June 16, 1930. 
Vie Ouvriere, the organ of the C.G.T. U. states 
that, according to official statistics, the number 
of workers working short time in France on July 
I, 1932, was 5,6z8,8oo, that is 51 per cent. of the 
total, and 2,300 were totally unemployed. Only 
a very small number of unemployed workers get 
any relief, I think zso,ooo or z6o,ooo. The rest 
receive nothing. France is spending colossal 
sums on armaments. The broad masses arc 
opposed to war; they have demonstrated this. The 
Party could develop a broad campaign for unem­
ployed insurance, for an increase in the number 
insured, etc. Very belatedly, the C.P. of France 
started a campaign and began to organise the 
unemployed; but the work has now come to a stop. 
And who, taking advantage of ouf' inactivity, has 
begun to carry on work among the unemployed? 
Fakers and philanthropists. 

I will read to you a statement published by Vie 
Ouvriere on April 8, 1932 : In Montpellier the 
Communist Party and the C. G. T. U. carried on 
no work among the unemployed, and the unem­
ployed themselves (I emphasise, themselves) 
elected a committee, the leaders of which pursued 
a non-revolutionary, pernicious policy. There 
were representatives of the C.G.T.U. union on 
this committee, but they, instead of fighting for 
the leadership of the unemployed and politically 
exposing- the bad leaders, began to rake up all 
sorts of scandals about their family life, and then 
resigned from the committee on the plea that it 
was disgusting to work with such leaders. Let 
us hope that this is an isolated case. I am afraid, 
however, that this is the way the work among­
the unemployed is often carried on. 

1HE LEADERSHIP OF THE C.P. OF FRANCE. 

How can such a situation be accounted for? 
There are lots of people in the Party and trade 
union leadership, and they are quite able fellows. 
I will enumerate some of them : Thorez, Semard, 
Duclos, Marty, Ferrat, Monmoussenu, Doriot, 
Cachin, Gitton and many others. Each of them 
separately does an enormous amount of work ; 
but the results do not amount to much. Why? 
Because there is no collective leadership, no team 
work. The leadership of the C.P. of France puts 
you in mind of Krylov's fable about the swan, 

the crab and the pike, all pulling in different direl:­
tions. As a matter of fact, the C.P. of France 
has no centre to lead the Party organisations anJ 
all the Communists properly, no matter where 
they are working. Here is an example of this 
leadership. I wil quote several passages from 
the speech Comrade Doriot delivered at the meet­
ing of the Latin Countries Secretariat: 

"While the overwhelming majority of the 
workers (railwaymen) demanded the introduc­
tion of the English week, the C.G.T. U. union 
opposed this. 1 then laid their pamphlet before 
the Political Bureau. I raised the question at 
a meeting of railwaymen, and the secretary of 
the union spoke tor three quarters of an hour 
trying to prove that the proposal for an Eng­
lish week is a trap laid by the employers. How 
could the workers understand that, since the 
introduction of the English week was not to 
involve a reduction of wages? 

"What did Scllier do at depot 18? He wrote 
a small pamphlet and sent it to all the rail­
waymen; he took four or five demands that 
had been rejected by the C.G.T.U. union and 
sent them to all the workers employed on the 
railways in preparation for the election. Is it 
surprising then, that after this all the railway­
men voted for Sellier? 

"Cachin anJ I once attended a meeting of 
municipal workers that was called _iu connec­
tion with a reduction of wages. . . . The 
Union secretary delivered a speech in which he 
dealt with the U.S.S.R., the impending war 
and the radicalisation of the masses, and 
Cachin and I had to deal with the questions of 
conditions of labour, wages, etc. This scandal­
ous state of affairs still exists. I know trade 
union secretaries who do not know the demands 
of the categories of workers whose interests 
they are supposed to defend.'' 
And here is the last passage from his speech, 

which deals with the leadership in a very import­
ant region, the Paris Region. This is what a 
member of the Political Bureau says : 

''There is no doubt that the leadership of the 
Paris Region is totally unsatisfactory ..... 
Apart from Semard, it is like a 'coflin,' which 
does not utter ten words in a year.'' 
And so on, in the same strain. 
If anyone outside the leadership had expressed 

this criticism, one could understand it. But it 
was uttered by a member of the Political Bureau, 
Comrade Doriot. I am sure that he knew all 
this before he arrived here. He even says that 
he laid the pamphlet issued by the C.G.T.U. union 
against the 4o-hour week, before the Political 
Bureau. Comrade Doriot,· you are a member of 
the Political Bureau ; are you not responsible for 



THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

this state of affairs? Why did you not raise this 
question on the Political Bureau? If the trade 
union is not handling so important a question as 
the English week, which affects hundreds of 
thousands of workers, properly, then it is the 
duty of the Political Bureau to take up the ques­
tion and compel the Party fraction in the union, 
which is Jed by Party members, to change their 
taCtics on this question. But what happens? The 
Party leadership finds fault with the Red trade 
unions on every petty question, frequently decides 
questions for them, sometimes speaks in their 
name in the press. But where is the Political 
Bureau when an important question affecting the 
interests of hundreds of thousands of workers 
arises, when it is necessary to rectify or cancel 
a decision which is harmful to the Red trade 
unions and the Party? 

It is said that the Political Bureau took a 
decision on this question, but that decision was 
not carried out. But there are members of the 
leadership of the C.G. T. U. on the Political 
Bureau ! You have to work in a district in which 
railwaymen and municipal workers live Tht> 
good decision of the Political Bureau should have 
been carried out. The fact that it was not car­
ried out, shows that individual members and the 
whole leadership are working badly. It gives us 
a striking insight into the manner in which the 
leadership is working. When we say that the 
C.P. of France has not a good leadership,-and 
we said the same thing last year-the members 
of the Political Bureau take offence. They say: 
What do you mean, we have no leadership? Look 
how many days I have spent at meetings, how 
many days I have been here and there, etc. Of 
course, you put in a lot of work, and that is a 
good thing. But does leadership mean doing the 
work that the trade unions, the mass organisa­
tions, the local Party organisations should do? 
Of course not. That is not leadership, it is petti­
foggery. Leader'Ship means discussing big 
questions to give a lead to the Party, it means 
controlling the carrying out of this lead and giv­
ing instructions as to how it should be followed. 
It is not at all necessary for every member of the 
Political Bureau to journey to address meetings 
six times a week. Provide good material, draw 
up points for speakers. I think that in the dis­
tricts there are comrades who are as good 
speakers as yourselves. You give the lead ; react 
to all economic and political questions that affect 
the interests of the workers and all the toilers. I 
think it would be a good thing if, before they 
leave here, the French comrades had a talk with 
the Polish comrades to learn from them how thev 
had recently managed to organise such good tearit 
work on their Political Bureau that they are able 

to work well and achieve success. That would 
be very useful. Comrade Doriot says : A good 
decision was adopted, but it was not carried out. 
I can confirm the statement that vour decisions 
remain paper decisions, · 

In March the Party Congress was held; not a 
bad Congress. Many proletarians were present, 
many spoke, and we thought that a turning point 
had been reached at last in the Communist Party 
of France. Unfortunately the decisions adopted 
at the Congress were soon forgotten. This, for 
example, is what. we find in the materials of the 
Latin Countries Secretariat : 

The election campaign caused the Congress to 
be entirely forgotten. The leadership of the Party 
had no information as to whether the Party 
organisations had discussed the decisions of the 
Congress. The decisions passed by the Plenum 
of the Central Committee held in the beginning of 
1 uly have not been discussed by a single Regional 
Committee to this day. Similarly, to this day 
(end of August) there has not been anything in 
the Party press about the Congress of the Young 
Communist League. 

Only very recently the Calziers du Bolchevisme 
carried an advertisement asking for orders for ;1 

pamphlet containing the resolutions of the Con­
gress. The resolutions of the Congress have not 
even been published in Httmanite. The French 
comrades have an organ like Humanite, which 
plays a bigger r~le than any other newspaper in 
the Communist International except Prarvda, but 
the Party does not use it as a means of informing, 
leading and giving instructions to the Party. 

I will quote another fact taken from the 
materials of the Latin Countries Secretariat : 

After the 1 apanese bombardment of Shanghai 
Hwnanite published the directives of the Central 
Committee without any comment. Three weeks 
later it was discovered that the Party organts­
ations had not reacted in any way to those direc­
tives. So Humanite once again published the 
directives, and once again it failed to add a single 
line by way ot comment or explanation. 

One might think it was a private firm's adver­
tisement. And on an important question like this 
too! 

Humanite carried on .an excellent campa1gn In 
connectiOn with the Gorgulov case and the 
slant..lcrs concerning the alleged shootings on Lhc 
Dnieper. The French workers immediately re­
acted to this campaign by increasing the circula­
tion of the paper. In February, the paper had a 
circulation of 167,000; on May 6 and 7 the circu­
lation rushed u~ to 26<),ooo. That shows that it 
correctly felt the pulse of the wide masses of the 
workers. And when the campaign came to an 
end the circulation dropped almost to the level at 
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which it stood in February. That shows that the 
Party failed to consolidate the influence the news­
paper had acquired during the Gorgulov cam­
paigu. 

Can the Party lead without a press, anti par­
ticularly a legal press? Of course not, especially 
the French Party, whose local organisations arc 
very loose and whose organ has such a wide cir­
culation. Of course it cannot. Jlumamte must 
become the Party's mouthpiece, it must reflect 
the life of the Party. And yet, it seems to be 
divorceJ !rom the Party and sometimes it 
breathes a spirit that the Political Bureau hardly 
wants. Read the last issue of Humanite, which 
was shown me to-day; it contains an article 
praising a speech delivered by Nichol, the Swiss 
"Left" Social-Democrat. Humanite writes about 
Nichol's speech at the Anti-War Congress in such 
a way thal one would think that it almost marked 
a new era in Social-Democracy. And yet, this 
speech was delivered only for the purpose of 
deceiving the masses. Nichol is the leader of the 
Social-Democratic organisation in the French 
part of Switzerland (Geneva). He belongs to 
the Social-Democratic Party of Switzerland, 
which ~s affiliated to the I I International. By his 
"Left, speeches, articles and manreuvres Nichol 
is preventing the creation of a strong Communist 
Party in Switzerland, in the Geneva district, and 
Humamte not only does not expose this but does 
not even treat the speech critically. Why? Be­
cause Humanite is divorced from the Party, bt'­
cause there are two quite separate centres in the 
C.P. of France: The Political Bureau and the 
Editorial Staff of Humvnite. How many times 
has it been decided that a member of the Political 
Bureau be put on the editorial staff of Humanite? 
This, like many other decisions, has not been 
carried out. 

In the maJority of cases local Party committees 
exist merely on paper. They are not active. The 
only di.fference between our local Party commit­
tees and those o( the Socialist Party is that dur­
ing election campaigns the latter develop very 
considerable activity, they revive, while many of 
our local Party committees, during the last elec­
tion campaign, put the \\'hole burden of the work 
on the shoulders of the deputies. 

In the report of Comrade Alloyer, the Organis­
ation Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
C.P. of France, for 1\Iav, it is stated that in 
April, when the election- campaign was at its 
height, fewer factory papers were issued than in 
previous months, particularly in the Paris 
Region. The extent to which the Party organis­
ations were divorced from the campaign may be 
seen from the case of District ~ o. 2 of the Paris 
Region, in which the campaign was conducted 

entirely by Comrade Duclos and several other 
comrades from another district. 

In a circular letter issued by the Paris Regional 
Committee of the C.P. of France on April 19, 
1932, it is stated that the Party C~mmittees did 
not guide the election campaign and that "the 
political guidance was given mainly by bodies 
other than the regular Party organisations, from 
the cells to the Bureau of the Regional Com­
mittee." That shows that' we have not achieved 
in France, what we have recently achieved in 
other countries, where the Parties really perform 
miracJes during election campaigns. The ques­
tion therefore arises, what do the Party organis­
ations do? Are there any local Party organis­
ations j) 

DEDUCTIO~S. 

1. A collective, active leadershiJ.I must be 
created in the C. P. of France and m the 
C. G. T. U. that works as a team. 

2. Serious attention must be devoted to the 
creation of local Party and trade union organs to 
carry out the line of the Party and of the 
C.G.T.U. and be closely linked up with the masses 
through the medium of factory cells and factory 
sections of the trade unions. It goes without 
saying that first of all the composition of the 
Regional Committees, which will have to do all 
this, must be changed. 

3· The methods of guiding the work of the 
Party fractions in the Chamber, in the municipal 
councils and in the workers' mass organisations 
must be changed, in accordance with the deci­
sions of the Presidium of the E.C.C.I. on Com­
munist fractions. 

4· The methods of mass work must be changed. 
5· Members must be boldly promoted to lead­

ing positions in the Party and in the trade unions. 
6. The Editorial Staff of H umanite must con­

sist of good Party men, strongly linking it with 
the Party leadership and making it the mouth­
piece of the Party. 

7· Measures must be taken to secure the fulfil­
ment of the decisions of the organs of the 
E.C.C.I. and of the Party. 

I have dealt with the French question eightren 
months after the E.C.C.I. had exerted en•ry 
effort to organise the leadership of the C. P. of 
France and to chang-e the state it is in. The Party 
organisations of the C.P. of France are loose. 
The C. P. of France could win broad masses if it 
had good local Party organisations, if the Party 
cells displayed initiath·e, if the District Commit­
tees displayed initiative, if it had good Regional 
Committees, if it had an energetic Political 
Bureau that worked together and really led the 
Party. Can all this be acquired? Certainly jt 
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cnn. But tu do ~o the Plenum must say to tht· 
Jemlin~ French l'Ornra<lcs with all its authority : 
the pre~ent state of atrairs in the Party must bt· 
broug-ht to an end. \\·e consider it advisable to 
put all this to the Plenum, so thnt. it or the Presi­
dium of the Pll·num, may t.'ll'l'l a commission to 
g-o into tlu: questions l'Onnl'l'ted with the state of 
affairs in the C. P. of France. It was not my ta!'k 
to <·numerate the Slll'Ct'sst•s which the (. ·. P. of 
France has achieved in the period between tlw 
XI and XII Plt·nums. Tlmt is for tlH! French 
(•omradc.·!i'. 

I'IU: l 0:\1:\fli~IST I"AR'rY OF GERMANY : Sl!C.'CESSF.S 

:\:-\D :\l'IIIE\'F.MENTS. 

The Communist Party of {iermany has achie\'cd 
numerous successes. The Party has a g·reat 
power of attraction for the masses of the 
workers. During- the past eighteen months tlw 
Party has made several hundred thousand new 
m<'mbers. At the last elections it obtained, under 
very dillicult and confusing- conditions, s.Joo,ooo 
,·otcs. The Party has displayed ability to n·­
g-roup its forces and mana.·uvre. You know, for 
l'Xample, that the ll•adership of the Party opposed 
taking- part in the referendum on the dissolution 
of tht• Prussian Landtag. A number of the Party 
newspapers published leading ctrtides opposing 
participation in that referendum. But when the 
( 'entral <. 'ommittee of the Party jointly with tlu~ 
('omintern arrived at thl' condusion that it was 
n~cessary to take an adi\'e part in the reft•ren­
dum, tht· ( ierman comradl·S, in the course of a 
few days, roused the whole Party. Not a single 
Party, l'Xcept the C. P .S.lT. could do that. That 
!1\hows that the ( 'ommunist Part\· of Germanv is 
ablC' to manreuvre. A larg·e part of the member­
ship consists of capable workers. A large st•c­
tion of the members of the Party is fighting heroic­
ally against the National-Socialists in the streets, 
ctnd in this way is creating- the possibility of 
establishing- an anti:Fascist united front. At the 
last fal'torv council elections the Part\· and the 
Red Trade. Union Opposition was able· to put up 
18,000 candidatc.·s. In vit'\\' of the mnss unem­
ployment and victimisation that prevail in (~er­
manv, thest• candidates wt·re candidates fur dis­
misl':nl, for being thrown on to the streets. No 
othC'r Communist Pnrty in the capitalist t'Olmtries 
('ouhl mobilise such a larg-e.• numhc:'r of memb•'rs 
under such conditions. 

Tlw C. P. of (~ermany is compellt•<l to work 
under .\"<'r\' severe eonditions. The V t'rsailles 
svstem ha~C\ given rise to incrc.•dible dmuvini~m. 
(Tnc.-mploym<'nt, wage cuts, tht• ruin of tht• petty 
bourg-eoisie ami tlw pl•asantry, tht• bankruptcy of 
bank~ from which the ~mall depositen; '\uffer 
most. till' bankruptcy of citil's, espc.•cially tlw 

~nwll flllt'S, thost· \Vith \\·orkin~..: l·l:t-..-. pnpulatintb, 
t•tc. ,-:dl this is all rihuted h~ till' 1 h:ttl\·inist..; to 
th•· \"nsaillt·s s~ stt·m. 

1"111·: T.\t'TIL\1. l\11 S'L\h:ES OF 'I liE C.. .I'. Ul l ;u<~l.\:\ \'. 

The Social- Dcmocra tic Part,. and the reform­
ist trade unions in Germany ·art' the strung-est, 
and more t·npable in manreu\·ring- than any otlwr 
in the \\·orld. Before the war, thl' Social-Dc..·mo­
cratic Party enjoyed g-rt•at prestigt.· among- the 
mnsst·s, because •it created strong·. l'l'lltraL~scd 

t radc unions, mass workl·rs · org·anisations, 
wag-ed t ht· l't'onomic strug-g-le, foug·ht for reforms, 
and indt·c..·d, did win something· for tlw masS<.·s. 
That this is so, is proved by thl· fact that it wa~ 
abll' to commit ;dl its acts of tn·achl·n· durin~· 
tht· war without, or almost without, ·sutl'l·ring 
damag-e. The free unions committed their acts 
ot treachery against the workers, jointly with the 
lt•adership of the Sot·ial-Democratic Party. ~ot­
withstanding this, the membt•rship of t lw free 
unions rose from J,uoo,ooo hdorl' t ht· war to 
9,000,000 immediately after the war. The Social­
Democrats had the l'normous majority in tlw 
\\'orkers' and Soldiers' Councils and this enablc.•d 
tht•m to betray the revolution. 

Only a sma·ll minority of the workers, only the 
revolutionary workers, realised that tht• rc\·olu­
tion had been bl'lrayed. But t lw on•rwhclming· 
majority of the workers knew the other sides of 
the Socia 1-Demoeratic Party, they knew what it 
had "g-iven" them as a result of the rt·\·olution. 
The\· knew that as a result of thl· n·,·olution tlw 
Social- Democrats were able to · 'St'L'Ure" an eig-ht­
hour day, oblig-atory collect in· agrl'l'tnents, fac­
tory l'Olltll'ils established by law, whidt supervisl' 
internal factory regulations and till' dismissal or 
workers, social insurance, including- unt'mploy­
ment insurance without workers' contributions, 
freedom of the press, assembh· and assot·iation, 
guarantec..•d by the..• law. The \~·idt· masses of the 
(ierman workers did not know, and many do not 
know now, that the Social-Democrats "gave" 
them, anc..l "secured" from the hourg-l·oisic con­
cessions, to san• the capitnlist systt·m in fier­
mam· from the socialist revolution ; for the 
Octt;ber Revolution in Russia exercised enormous 
influence upon the revolutionary events of 1919-
20. The Social-Democrats realised that the 
shooting- of the leaders of the revolutionar\' 
workt•rs alone, would not be sufficic..•nt to wenke;l 
the intluence of the revolutionarv workers of 
Berlin, Hamburg-, Central (iernuiny, the Rulu 
and the Rhint•, upon the mass of the workers who 
supported the slog-ans of the socialist rcn>lution. 
E\·en now tlw wide masse.:. .. of the workers do not 
know, that after the rc..·,·olution, tlw Social­
I>t·mocratil' Party itsdf worsenc.·d all thl' social 
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legisl~tion (introduced workers' contributions to 
the msurance funds, reduced unemployment 
benefits), suppressed revolutionary labour news­
papers, dissolved revolutionary labour organis­
ations, etc. And now it is helping to abolish 
collective wage agreements and a11 the gains of 
the <i·erman working class. The "free" unions 
are \vorking hand in glove with the Social­
Democratic Party, and are only able to retain 
their influence over the workers by paying out 
relief to their members. In 1930, income from 
membership dues in these unions amounted to 
265,ooo,ooo marks, out of which 11o,ooo,ooo 
marks \vere paid in relief to members, of which 
77 ,ooo,ooo marks were paid in unemployment 
relief. This was in addition to what the unem­
ployed received from the state unemployment 
insurance fund. 

The Communist Party of Germany has been 
the only Party that has fought against the Not­
"'erordnungen, i.e., the Emergency Decrees, hut 
this struggle did not ·spread to the broad. masses 
and this enabled tHe Social-Democrats, the free 
unions, and the "Nazis," who had an enormous 
press at their disposal, to hurl demagogic charges 
against the Communist Party to the effect that- it 
was not t1ghting against the N otverordnungen 
(this is what the Social-Democratic Party de­
clared in one of its manifestoes), or that the Com­
munist Party of Germany was supporting the 
Noh•erordmmgen government (this is what 
Angriff the organ of the "Nazis" wrote). 

The Communist Party of Germany was, unable 
to counteract the Social-Democrats and the 
"Nazis" with a widespread explanatory campaign 
among the broad strata of the workers and office 
employees. In the overwhelming majority of 
cases this struggle was an abstract struggle. 
Instead of popular explanation they used abuse: 
"Zoergicbel ! " ''Beat up the Fascists, wherever 
you meet them ! 1 ' This had a very serious effect 
upon our influence on the masses of workers. 
Moreover, in spite of the fact that, taken as a 
whole, the line of the Communist Party of Ger­
many was a correct one, tactical mistakes were 
committed. 

When, in the autumn of 1929, Hugenberg de­
clared the Volksbegeren (the collection of the 
necessary number of signatures required by law 
to authorise a referendum), against the Young 
Plan, this campaign was not taken seriously by 
our Party. All the parties were opposed to the 
referendum and in spite of that Hugenberg, ancl 
the "Nazis" (national-socialists, fascists) in 
December, 1929, received 5,8oo,ooo votes. If 
you compare the number of votes obtained by 
both parties, the "Nazis" and the National Party 
in this referendum with the Reichstag elections 

in 192H, you will see that in spite of the campaign 
waged by all the parties against the referendum, 
they received 6oo,ooo votes more than in 1928. 
Moreover, they got the reputation of being the 
only defenders of Germany against the Young 
Plan. 

What did our paper, the central organ of the 
Communist Parly of Germany, write in connec­
tion with the call of the nationalists and fascists 
for sig-llatures and votes against the Young Plan? 
On November 5, 1929, Rote Fa/me, in a leading 
article entitled Fascism's General Call wrote as 
follows: 

''Beat up the fascists, wherever you meet 
them !-This is our slogan which strikes terror 
into the hearts of the fascist scabs and the 
lackeys of Borzig. Beat up the fascists, where­
ever you meet them ! That is the fighting slogan 
of the revolutionary proletariat. Only hy open 
political mass struggle, only in the bolshevik 
way, can we smash fascism. 1

' 

The fascists demagogically opposed the Young 
Plan ; and we called for them to be beaten up. 
Could the petty-bourgeoisie be expected to under­
stand this to mean anything else, than that we 
are the champions of the Young Plan? And it 
was not only the petty-bourgeoisie that under­
stood it in this way. The victory of the "Nazis" 
in the Reichstag elections in 1930 can be partly 
explained by this mistake. Had not our Party, 
with the assistance of the E.C.C.I. proclaimed 
its programme of national and social emancipa­
tion, it would not have received so manv votes, 
it would not have obtained such a victo;y, as it 
did in 1930. · 

Take another tactical blunder : "The Bruning 
government is the government of the fascist dic­
tatorship. In a leading article in its issue of 
December 2, 1930, entitled The Fascist Dictator­
ship, Rote Fahne wrote : 

({The semi1ascist Brihzing govenwze11t has 
taken a determined step on the road tu·wards 
the establishment of the fascist dictatorship in 
Germany. The fascist dictatorship is no longer 
a menace-it is a fact. We are living now in a 
fascist republic. The Bruning Cabinent ha.'\ 
become a fascist dictatorship. 
The E.C.C. I. took action on the verv first 

article that appeared in the Rote Fahne ·and in 
the beginning of December, 1930, pointed out 
that: 

"The estimation given in Rote Falme of 
December 2 and 3 to the effect that a fascist dic­
tatorship already exists in Germany is politically 
incorrect. The Emergency Decrees issued with 
the support of the Social-Democrats and the re­
formist trade unions against the toilers represent 
a step on the road to the establishment of the 
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fascist! dictatorship, but is not yet a deci~ive step. 
That depends upon the power of resistance ol the 
working class.'' 

\Vhen the E.C.C.I. sent this message, com­
rades Th~ilmann and Neuman were on the road 
to ~loscow, and so did not get it. Of course we 
showed it to them, as soon as they arrived. t'~Hn­
rade ~ euman defended the point of vie\v ex­
pressed in Rote Fahne. I do not know whether 
he wrote those articles in Rote Fah 11e or not. 
Comrade Thalmann did not agree at all with the 
formula given in Rote Fa~me. In his article he 
referred to the initial form of the fascist dictator­
ship. \Ve had to battle three days with Comrade 
Neuman to convince him that his point of view 
\Yas wrong. \Ve said: If this is the fascist 
dictatorship, and if its la\\·s have not atlected the 
~tandard of living of the working class, if the 
latter has not yet felt the \Yeight of the Emer­
gency Decrees, the workers might think that the 
fascist dictatorship! is not as bad as it is painted 
by the communists. And if afterwards measures 
will be taken one after another to introduce the 
fascist dictatorship (and that is ine\·itable) \\·ill 
the working class believe our Party again? They 
will sav : Thev shouted when there \\·as no fascist 
dictato"rship; ·they misled us; we did not kno\\. 
that worse \vas to come; now it has come and \H' 

arc disarmed. 
The incorrect estimation of the situation led 

to incorrect tactics. \Vhat \U.?re the tactics, at 
least, the tactics pursued by Rote Fi1l111e? The 
fascists arc the main danger, and the Social­
Democrats are the main obstacle. This \vas at 
th~: time of the XI Plenum. In carrying out the 
campaign against the fascists, they entirely for­
got the existence of Social-Democracy. After 
the X I Plenum, Social-Democracy was correctly 
described in the documents of the German Com­
muni~t PartY as the main social bulwark of the 
bourgeoisie;. but then they forgot the fascists. 
You must not take this in a literal sense; but 
during the elections the fight against the fascists 
\\·as not \\·aged as intensively, as it should have 
been. The Social-Democrats took ach·antage of 
thi" and pretended that they alone \Yere fighting 
against fascism and that we preferred Hitler. 
This partly explains the results of the presidential 
elections in 1932 and the Prussian Landtag elec­
tions. The Party and the \\·orking class were mis­
informed. E\·en before the Prussian Landtag 
elections a. report appeared in the ne\vspapers, in­
cluding the Social-Democratic newspapers, to the 
effect that the bourgeoisie desired to take advan­
tage of the expiration of wage agreements affect­
ing :l.ooo,ooo \\·orkers, to reduce \\·ages. \Ye 
here discussed at length in \\·hat way we could 
retaliate to the Social-Democratic manreuvre, 

expressed in the fact that on the eve of the 
Prussian Landtag elections they declared : \Ve 
will fight against, and not permit any reductions 
in wages. We here, jointly with the representa­
tives of the C. P. of Germany, very carefully drew 
up a manifesto, in the name of the Communist 
Party of Germany and the R.T.U.O. to all the 
workers, irrespecti\·c of politics, and to all organ­
ised workers, in \\·hich it was declared that the 
Communist Party supports every fight against 
wage cuts, and c;llls upon the workers to discuss 
the question in the factories and to elect bodies 
to organise the fight. "·e sent the draft of this 
manifesto, and \\·aited until it \\·as discussed bv 
the organs of the Party and R.T.C.O. and pub­
lished. \Yc had to \\·ait a long time. The mani­
festo was published only after the elections. If 
we bear in mind the response which this mani-: 
festo e\·okcd among the \\·ide masses, it \viii be 
clc,:r that the Party lost a great deal by the fact 
that it did not publish this manifesto earlier, 
during the election~ and even before the elections, 
because this \vas the first time, for a long time, 
that the \\·orkers in the factories reacted to a 
proposal coming from the Communist Party and 
eargerly discussed our proposal. This was 
stated to be the case bv all the comrades who 
arrived here from Germ<;ny. 

0:\IISSIO:'\S IX THE PR.\CTICAL \\"ORK OF THE C. P. 

OF GER:\1.-\XY. 

Omissions occurred in the practical acti\·itY t)f 

the Party in the process of carrying out adoj)tecl 
decisions. .-\ great deal has been said, and many 
decisions adopted on \York in the factories .. -\fter 
a decision adopted by the Central Committee of 
the German PartY Rote Fah11e created a furore 
about \YOrk in tl;e factories. E\·ery clay hug-e 
announcements appeared in the paper to the 
etreet that: "Comrade ~euman will addres~ tlw 
workers at .-\.E.C .. '' "Comrade Remnu.-le will 
address the \Yorkers at Siemens," "Comrade 
Heckert \Yill address the workers in such and 
such a factory,'' etc. \\"hat were the results? 
All our supporters came to these meetings. The 
other \Yorkers did not come. \Vhy? Quite 
simple. You cannot expect to \\·in the \Yorkers 
\Vith such drum and trumpet stuff as that, in a 
period of crisis; \\·hen eYery foreman can haYe 
his spies at the meeting, \vho will report to him 
all those who \\·ere there. The carrying OUt of 
the decisions about work in the factories \\·as 
started with a g-reat fuss, and very soon all this 
talk petered out. :\Ieamvhile, the members of the 
Rerl factorv councils \\"ere left to shift for them­
seh·es witl1out any guidance. In the Plenum 
materials you \Yill find the report of a \n>rking 
\\·oman who is still employed in the Visag- \\·orks. 
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At Visag's there are five Reds on the factory 
council, and six or. seven reformists. This work­
ing woman tells a terrible story of how these 
members of the factory council (both reformists 
ancl our nH:mbers) persecuted her-also a member 
of the council-for carrying- out the line of the 
Party. They transferred her from department 
to department, and spread the devil knows what 
sort of rumours about her to discredit her and 
destrov the influence she had in the factory. ~he 
had a~-quired this influence by putting forward 
demands for towels, soap, overal1s and things of 
that kind (Visag- is a chemical works). The 
result w:ts that these "Reds" on the factory 
council so discredited our Party, that the workers 
went over to the "Nazis.'' Do you think this is 
an isolated case? In very many cases our mem­
bers of facton: councils vote with the reformists 
in fan>llr of (fischarg-ing workers. Would it not 
ha\'l.: been better to reorganise these "Red" fac­
tory councils, disassociate ourselves from those 
who had obviously become reformists, and to 
help those that were really trying to do some­
thing instead of making all the noise and fuss? 
NO\\- the \\'orkers say : The programme and tac­
tics of the C. P. of Germany arc all right, but in 
its practical work it does not difler from the 
reformist party. 

The work in the reformist trade unions is 
scandalou~ly neglected. The same thing applies 
to the unemployed. The R.T.U.O., the Red 
trade unions and the local Party organisations 
work badly. All this is due to the fact that the 
C.P. of <iermany and the R.T. LT.O. have not 
managed to organise a broad movement against 
Bri.ining's and Papen's Emergency Decrees. 

A year ago, if you remember, the Danat Bank 
crasl{ed. \Ve here eagerly waited to sec how 
our Party would react to this event. The petty­
bourgeoisie \vere ten-ibly frightened ; they thought 
that inflation was coming, or had already come. 
They beseiged the savings banks and the banks. 
Huge crowds filled the streets. In the factories, 
the \Yorking men and women asked themselves 
whether wages would be paid. One would think 
that, at such a moment, the Party would be 
roused, and give a lead. As a matter of fact, it 
did not react- to this event at: all. The only thing 
that happened was that Comrade Neuman 
addressed a meeting of active Party members in 
Berlin on Comrade Stalin's six points; and only 
at the end of the meeting did he refer to these 
events. How did the "Nazis" take advantage of 
this situation? They carried on their agitation 
in the queues and said : Do you see what the 
Versailles system, the Young Plan and the 
Dawes Plan have brought you to? All this is 

the result of the V ersaillcs system. But we took 
very little auvantagc of the situation. 

Of course, we cannot cQmpare the collapse of 
the Danat Bank with the events of the 2oth of 
July. But the Party organisations and the Rt·d 
trradc unions reacted to both events in pretty 
much the same way. I will quote an official 
document : ''Rote Faltne worker correspondents 
on the situation in the Berlin factQries on July 20, 
1932,'' published in Parteiarbeiter (Party 
Worker) of the C. P. of Germany of August, 
IY,12 : 

Siemens J.f'etner. A tool maker in workshop 
No.--, says: "I was on the watch to sec 
whether any shop wuuld start, and leave the 
factory in an organised manner, before knock­
ing-off time. Our activists waited uninter­
ruptedly at the window. . .. " 

AEG-Brunenstrasse. "Feeling was in our 
favour. The whole factory would have stopped 
work, including the National-Socialists. Both 
the I'cformist members of the factory council 
were opposed to this, and argued that we must 
wait to see what the leaders decide. They 
said they coulu not agree to an ·unofficial 
strik<~. . . . " 

Osram Works. "The majority of workers 
have no confidence in any party. Concerning 
the Communists they say : They only talk, but 
don't du anything. We must exert every effort 
even if we have to make sacrifices, to get the 
workers to believe us.'' 

A.E.G. Transformer lVvrks. &!July 20, 21, 
showed that we arc a Partv of agitation but 
not of organisation." -
I will quote you one other official document. 

The Berlin Regional Conference of the C.P. of 
Germany discussed a report on the results of the 
elections and the events of July 20 and passed 
the following resolution : 

"The main ·reasons for the unsatisfactory 
results of the elections are: (1) the partial re­
treat in the face of fascist terror in the fac­
tories and in the working class districts (for 
example, the unhindered dispersion of a 
workers' meeting by the fascists and the volun­
tary dispersion of a meeting in the central dis­
trtct); {2) the inactivity of the Party organis­
ations on July 20 when it failed to immediateh 
orgaT£ise a mass act£on and mass strikes. I;l 
this ·was revealed the unsatisfactory nature of 
trade union work which enabled the trade unio;1 
bureaucrats to prevent the strikes f.,om being 
called; (3) inadequate application of the tactics 
of the united front in the factories, labour 
exchanges and working cla~s districts, which 
particularly affected the re~ults of the election~ 
in various working class districts {Neukolln, 
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\\'cdding). In addition the proposal made by 
1 he Berlin Committee of the Social-Democratic 
Party to organise joint demonstrations helped 
to l'rl'atc illusions regarding the policy of the 
Social-Democratic Party and hampered initia­
t ivc in developing united front actions in the 
factories, labour exchanges and working class 
districts; (4) Inadequate work to rouse the 
imtiati<Je iu the cells fur the purpose of organis­
i·ng a united front• agaiust the fascists. (Italics 
mine, U.P.). 
The last point particularly is right, quite right. 

The initiative of the Party and trade union organ­
i .. ations in the factories was lacking-. Had there 
been initiative, the out~ume may have ueeu entirely 
different. Not having received instructions from 
their leaders, some Social-Democrats and reform­
ists in the factories were in favour of a tight, 
otht:rs wavered. Under these conditions, as the 
conference of Rote Fahue worker correspondents 
showed, had the Communists and the supporters 
of the R.T.U.O. and of the Red trade unions, in 
the factories, taken the initiative and downed 
tools with the slogans : Repeal the Emergency 
Decrees directed against the working class; 
repeal the legalisation of the fa~cist shock troops 
who are attacking the working class districts and 
beating up the workers; repeal the prohibition of 
meetings and demonstrations and suppression of 
the press, etc., they would have met with a tre­
mendous response on the part of the workers of 
all political trends and of no party. Comrade 
Lensky, who was passing through Berlin on July 
20 and rode through the streets on that day, told 
me that the people were on the streets but there 
were no leaders. At that moment there were 
neither police, nor troops on the streets. Inci­
dents like the following occurred on that day : 
The police \vent up to the workers and said,­
\Ve will not do anything to you to-day. Had 
there heei1 Party organisations with real initiative 
it would have been possible to organise demon­
~trations in various districts and streets. These 
demonstrations could then have spread to the 
factories and resulted in strike~. 

The C.P. of Germany did quite right to pro­
pose to the German Federation of Trade Unions, 
ctnd the Social-Democratic Party that a joint 
~trike be declared. The Communist Party of 
nermany did quite right in calling for a strike. 
!\fany members of the Social-Democratic Party, 
members of the reformist trade unions, and Ger­
man worker~ were convinced, by experience, that 
the Communist Party of Germany correctly de­
fined the events and suggested correct methods 
11f fighting, and that the hindrance to carrying 
, 1ut these methods was the Social-Democratic 
and reformist leaders. But the Party organis-

ations did not respond to the call for a stnke. 
That is a fact,-they not only failed to respond 
in the Berlin-Brandenburg district; not a sing·Je 
organisation in any other district responded. 
This is a fact. '"'as this unexpected? I ~11oring 
I he work in the factories, in the hade uuio11s and 
the labour exchanges, sliding un the surface of 
mass work, abstract -slogans mzd u11popular 
agitation, could twt produce any other results. 

The united front. How is that established? 
On the streets. Owing to the fact that the 
''Nazis'' indiscriminately beat Communists, 
Social-Democrats, reformists and even non-party 
workers, it was founrl possible to establish tlw 
united front. This is a very good united front. 
I have no objections tn it. But it cam<> to us 
from the side, as it were, not in the factories, not 
at the labour exchanges, or the trade unions. The 
fact that this united front was transferred to the 
factories is not due in most cases to our work, 
but to the indignation roused among the \vorkers 
by the murders; on the day of the funeral, they 
organised the strike. That is what took place 
in a number of towns. 

TASKS OF THE C. P. OF GERMANY. 

Papen 's government of the fascist dictat"rship 
is trying to transfer all the burdens to the shoul­
ders of the working class, and smash the Com­
munist Party. That the C.P. of Germany may 
be able to successfully organise and lead the 
mighty impending battles of the German prole­
tariat, it must liberate the workers and office em­
ployees from the influence of the Social-Demo­
crats, reformist trade union burcaunan· and 
National-Socialists. To be <tblc to do this it 
must: 

1. Expand and consolidate the united front of 
the workers, which started in the streets, in the 
fight against the ~ ationai-Socialists, and transfer 
it to the factories, into the reformist trade unions,; 
and the labour exchanges, among the unem­
ployed. This united front must be directed 
against the Social-Democrats and the trade union 
bureaucracy, and used in defence of the ecunumic 
and political interests of the working class. 
Unless the forces of the whole Party are reorgan­
ised to fulfil these tasks the necessary change will 
not be brought about. 

2. To guarantee genuine revolutionary leader­
ship of this united front, it is necessary to mobil­
ise all the revolutionarv elements; members of the 
Party, of the Red trade unions, the R.T.l'.O., 
Red ·Front Fighters' League, I. L. D., Red sports 
organisations, "·omen's organisations, etc., in the 
factories, in the trade unions and labour ex­
changes, to giYe them a lead, instruction~. ;111d 
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place them under the constant guidance of the 
Party organisations. 

3· To register all the members of the Party, of 
tht: R.T.U.O., Red trade unions, sport and other 
revolutionary organisations who are employed in 
the factories and organise them there into cells, 
R. T. C .0. groups, Red trade union groups, and 
groups of the other revolutionary organisations. 
For this purpose, it is necessary to review the 
composition of the street cells and remove all 
those who are employed in factories from them, 
- a matter which has been decided a score of 
times,-and to revise the composition of other 
organisations, having their base in residential 
districts but not in the factories. 

4· To control the work of all members of Red 
facton· councils. Cells and factorv councils 
must openly dissociate themselves fro~l all those 
who are not to be distinguished from the reform­
ists in their work, so that the workers may see 
that the Party bears no responsibility for their 
reformist work. 

Normal relationships must be established in 
the factories between the Party cells, Red mem­
bers of factory councils, R. T. LT .0. groups and 
sections of the Red trade unions. The competent 
Party Committees must render every assistance 
to the cells, particularly those in big enterprises 
and ensure them permanent guidance. 

:;. All Communists belonging to reformist, 
Catholic and Red trade unions must be registered, 
and formed into Communist fractions in all sec­
tions of these unions. Communist fractio11s 
mu.fit also 1Je established in the R. T.C.C>. 

6. To bring about a decisive improvement in 
the mass 'work among the working men and 
\vorking women in the factories, in the trade 
unions. and at the labour exchang-es it must be 
given a concrete interesting content (deal with 
the smallest questions interesting separate groups 
of working- men and \Yorking women,_ which are 
to be linked up with current political questions 
and the ultimate nims of the Party). 

7· For this purpose super-centralism (every­
thin~: .from the centre) must be destroyed. The 
greatest illitiati<.'e of tlze cell a11d local, district, 
cit~·. cotmty aHd regi01wl or~:anisations of the 
Party must be ·w-idely de.-..•eloped. · 

The Central Committee must pay strict atten­
tion to the work of instructing the Party organ-

isations ,ami organise constant supervtston, not 
only of the fulfilment of decisions, but also of 
their work; as the leadership of all the links of 
the Party organisation, starting from the cells, 
to see whether they are successfully fulfilling their 
tasks. 

8. The Central Committet!, 'and the District 
Committees, must pay strict ·attention to the 
content and circulation of Party, trade union and 
factory papers. Real, not formal, guidance of 
these papers must be established. 

This permanent guidance and control must be 
increased in regard to the illegal newspapers, 
magazines and pamphlets. 

g. Strict attention must be paid to the work of 
the Young Communist League. The National­
Socialist storm detachments contain a large num­
ber of young workers. The Party, the trade 
unions, and all the revolutionary mass organis­
ations, particularly the German Y .C. L. must take 
all necessary measures, principally the method of 
waging an ideological struggle in the ranks of 
the storm detachments, to win these young 
workers away from the "Nazis." 

10. The PartY, from the cell to the Central 
Committee, must prepare for passing to an illegal 
condition, because the Papen fascist government 
may make a sudden attack upon the Party. This 
does not mean, of course, that the Party must gc' 
underground prematurely. On the contrary it 
must fight for its legal existence by every means 
in its power and organise mass resistance to 
attempts to smash, or suppress, the Party and 
the revolutionary organisations. 

11. Finalh·. the Central Committee of the Com­
munist Par.ty of Germany must promote tried 
members of the Party, who have shown their 
worth in practical work, to leading positions in 
all links of the Partv on a wide scale. 

All these measure-s must be carried out in the 
shortest possible time so that the Party organis­
ations may be able to carr)· out the task of fight­
ing against fascism, Social-Democracy, the trade 
union bureaucracy and the capitalist offensi\·e, 
which confronts them, through the medium of 
Communist fractions in all mass \Vorkers organ­
isations. By carrying out the measures enumer­
at'ed, the Partv will not onh· be able to declare a 
mass strike at· the necessar~· moment, but also to 
translate it into real life. · 
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SOCIAL -FASCISM IN JAPAN 
(Conclusion) 

By AKI 

Thus, the Social-Fascists had the audacity to 
dissolve all the org·anisations of the revolutionary 
opposition of Dseno representing 70 per cent. of 
the members (about 25,000 people). This police 
method could not but excite discontent, even 
among those prefectural organisations, which had 
been regarded by them as their invincible strong­
holds. For instance, in the Niigato prefecture 
(the most powerful bulwark of the Social-Demo­
crats) the revolutionary opposition has now organ­
ised in its ranks twice as many members as those 
supporting the official leadership. A strong 
opposition has developed also in the prefectures 
of Akita, Saitama, etc., in short, in practically 
every prefecture in which there were none but 
supporters of the Social-Democratic leadership in 
the past. 

Meantime, the landless and poor Japanese 
peasant masses, shaking ofl the age-old yoke, are 
taking up the struggle for land. This is showri by 
the data on the growth of the number of peasant 
conflicts in recent years : 

Year:-; 

1929 
H)JO 

19Jl 

Number of 
disputes 
2,293 
2,Ie>g 
2,68y 

Number of tenants 
participating 

sx ,95s 
sB,s6s 

? 

The peasant movements supporttd by the revo­
lutionary worker:;, are everywhere culminating in 
bloody dashes with the armed detachments. of the 
police and the reactionary organisations. 

L<~tely, since the outbreak of the robber war, 
the pensantry have begun to make frequent raids 
on the police stations. Hundreds of unorganised 
.1nd poorly-armed peasants participate in these 
raids. The number of peasant conflicts has also 
been growing. 

ln this situation the idea ot the violent seizure 
of the lands (an agrarian revolution) is rapidly 
spreading among th~ toiling peasantry of Japan. 
The undisguised demagogy of the Government 
about "aid" to the village, and the treacherou~ 
work of the Social-Fascists and Fascists will not 
succeed in diverting the Japanese peasantry from 
U1e path of agrarian revolution. In the process 
of the struggle the influence of the Communist 
Party and of the Revolutionary opposition of 
Oseno as well as the idea of a union between the 
workers and peasants are rapidly growing. 

The ('onditions and prerequisites of the agrarian 
revolution in Japan are rapidly maturing. This 
movement, which is directed primarily against the 
para~itic landlord class of Japan, closely inter-

weaves with the struggle against the bourgeois­
landlord bloc, the military-police tnonarchy and 
the yoke of monopolistic capital. Xot only the 
landless peasantry, but also the smallholders and 
the toiling land lJoWners are being drawn into the 
powerful revolutionary movement in the village. 
Under these conditions, the Japanese proletariat 
gains a solid foundation and an ally in the future 
worker-peasant revolution in the great masses of 
the village : the poor and middle peasants. There 
can be no doubt that we are face tu face with. a 
bloc between the working class and the toiling 
peasantry against the bloc of the bourgeoisie and 
landlords in Japan. To-day, when the great 
masses of the toiling peasants are beiug attracted 
to the movement, and the capitalists and landlords 
arc attempting to divert the peasant unrest into 
the channel of the counter-revolution with the aid 
of thetr Fascist and Social-Fascist lackeys, the 
mass agitation of the ( :ommunists in the village 
for the confiscation of the landlords' estates with­
out compensation (against the landlords), for the 
complete annulment of the indebtedness of the 
toiling peasantry (against usurious. and mono­
polistic capital), for. freeing the toiling peasantry 
of the military-police taxes. (for a worker-peasant 
(;overnment) plays a tremendous role. 

The Communists to-day must urg·e the toiling 
peasants, in spite of the bourgeois-landlord and 
Social-Fascist slogans of "aid" to the village and 
a partial moratorium, "not to pay rent, debts and 
taxes, to resist the seizure of their land and pro­
perty." To this end the Communists must 
organise peasant committees nnd a peasant self­
defence against the landlords and judicial-police 
violence, and advocate an agrarian :-evolution. 

The Japanese Communists have achic,·cd several 
successes in their struggle against the Social­
Fascists and Fascists. But this is still entireh· 
insufficient in the present situation. The i,{_ 
correct strategical line of the C. P. of Japan has 
played into the hands of the enemies in the past. 
The underestimation of the forces of tlw military­
police monarchy and the too-simplified approach 
to every political event, from the point of view of 
the .allegedly "Fascist dictatorship of finance 
capital," without a correct and concrete Leninist 
analysis of the relationship of the class forces in 
J.apan, are features of this. This has also led to 
the underestimation of the importance of the 
agrarian revolution in the future revolution, and 
the land question, the forces and re,·olutionary 
role of the peasantry I particularly the middle 
peasants. The Japanese Communists are actively 
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rebuilding· their strategical and tactical line in the 
spirit of the theses of the Comintern. 

The second defect of the japanese Communists 
in the struggle against the Social-Fascists is their 
inability to correctly apply the united front policy 
from below. The Japanese comrades urge in the 
press and on the platform the fight against the 
Social-Fascists in the united front from below, but 
this is insufficient. It is necessary to take the 
initiative into our own hands to carry out the 
united front policy. It is necessary to draw a line 
of distinction in deeds between the masses, and 
the Social-Democratic leaders, and the tactical 
manreuvres of the "left" and right Social­
Fascists to create a united front of struggle. It 
is necessary to strike a blow at the most sensitive 
and vulnerable spots of the enemies, rather than 
follow in their \vake. In reality, however, it fre­
quently happens that our comrades establish their 
line of tactics only on those questions which are 
advanced by the Social-Democrats and, as a result, 
our organisations follow in the wake of the enemy. 
A striking illustration is provided by the struggle 
of the revolutionary opposition within Dseno, and 
the struggle against Rono Karabu. In this 
struggle the revolutionary movement of Japan has 
scored several victories. But, at the same time, 
this strugg-le also provides the Japanese Commun­
ists with \·ery valuable experience. In the first 
case, the struggle flared up around the question of 
the obligatory support of Ronan Taishuto, which 
was prescribed by the leaders of Dseno (the 
National Peasant Union) from above. The revo­
lutionary militants of this Union conducted an 
active struggle against the 16 left"-reformist 
leaders of the union, and gained the support of 
about two-thirds of the membership of this union. 
This was a great victory for the Party. At the 
same time, the basic distinction between the 
reformist and revolutionary wings lay in their 
attitude towards the agrarian revolution, the land 
question and the organisation of the peasant 
'truggle. This aspect remained long in the shade, 
and was not stressed in the policy of the revolu­
tionary wing-. As a result the reformist leaders 
were not sufficientlv exposed, and the broad un­
organised masses ·of the peasantry were not 
attracted into the struggle. This mistake is now 
hP.ing corrected. In the second case, the C'om­
mm1ists frequently limited themselves to general 
criticism of Rodo Kurabu and the manreuvres of 
the 16 left" reformists, while the main initiators of 
the organisation ot the movement against Rodo 
Kur.ctbu were the same 16 left" Social-Democrats. 
Despite the considerable growth of the influence 
of the revolutionarv opposition, it cannot be said 

that the united front policy has been applied very 
etficiently. On the contrary, as a result of losing 
the initiative, and failing to expose the "left" 
reformists, this latter being chiefly limited to 
words, instead ot our concrete programme of tht• 
united front being opposed to the "lefts," the 
"left" reformists again succeeded in alig·ning a 
large number of workers with them. These 
examples should suffice to characterise the whole 
situation. 

The third factor interfering with the broader 
development of the struggle against Social­
Fascism on the part of the Communist Party is the 
weak, indefinite, and sometimes belated struggle 
against the Social-Democratic deviations withilt 
the revolutionary movement. The most character­
istic example of this is provided by the economic 
tendencies which have lately been growingln the 
mass revolutionary organisations, and which 
t~xpressed themselves in a weakening of the fight 
against the imperialist war and for the defence of 
the U.S.S.R., against the arbitrary rule of the 
military-police monarchy, for freedom of strikes, 
speech, press! and the right to organise on the 
part of the workers and peasants, etc., by the 
revolutionarv trade unions and peasant organis­
ations. fh~ explanation given to this weakening 
of the struggle is approximately as follows : 
''Political tlcmands should not be included in the 
programme of action of the trade unions,'' or 
''The struggle against war and police arbitrari­
ness can be organised only by the Communist 
Party, while the peasant organisations must 
limit themselves to the struggle for economic 
demands." The comrades advocating such views 
do not understand that the war and the arbitrary 
police rule are directly related to the life of th.c 
masses, that the struggle against the war and 
.trbitrary rule constitute the task, not only of the 
Communist Party, but also of all the revolutionary 
organisations led by the Party. The case of the 
agent-provocateur Ma ... ra also gave the 
Party a valuable lesson, signalising the import­
anee of responding- to anti-Party deviations with-
nut any delay. These Social-Democratic devia- ·-
tions within the revolutionary movement are all 
the more dangerous now that the ruling classes 
and ~heir Social-Fascist lackeys are strengthening· 
the war preparations against China, and the 
U.S.S.R., and increasing the repressions not only 
against the revolutionary organisations, hut 
against all forms of mass strugg-le. 

The mass revolutionary organisations must not 
literally repeat what the Communist Party says, 

(Continued on page 599·) 
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