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NEW YORK.—The first concrete
repercuseion of tke Buffalo meeting
of the National Executive Commit-
tee of the Socialist Party took
‘place when, n week later, 12 young
Socinlists in New York announced
their resignation from the Young
People’s Soclalist League and ap-
plied for membership in the Work-
ers Party and the Rpartacus Youth
League.

As the Teft wing of the YPRL.
the group had conducted a six-
month’s struggle for a revolution-
ary Marxist position. Members of
the group had bheen in leading posi-
dong in the Y.P.&.I., and had given
long service to it. Among them
are two former members of the N.
Y. Executive Committee of the Y.P.
Q.1... former industrial director of
New York and member of the na-
tional industrial committee. One
had recently spent 5 days in jail
for the Y.P.RI. The average
length of membership of the groun
in the Y.P.S.L. wag 23 vears.

United by the common lesson
drawn from the defeats of the la-
hor movement in Europe, the group
was organized in October. In No
vember it issued a statement call-
ing for the revolutionary overthrow
of capitalism as the only road for
the working class: a revolutionary
party organized on the basis of
democratic centralism—a monolith-

(Continued on Page 7)

Hug_e May Day Parades
Will Be Demonsiration
Of Workers Solidarity

Workers Party and gpartacus Youth Le i

) ague to M

United Front Parades With Unions — Cgall W%rk::sch "
And Students Out on Streets

May Day,
bring out

1935,  will
more workers

proba’ Iy
on

fore.  Unions will mobilize their
memberships, more militant  than
ever hefore. for demonstrarion on
May 1. Tu all eities where branches
exist, the Spartacus Youth League
will  gather with the Workers
Party, and all other arganizations
that have joined in wnifed front.
for huge and concerted protest
against the hoss system,

In New York the Workers Party
is on the executive commitfee of
the United May Day Labor Confer-
ence which represents the leading

trade unions, Socinlist Party, Tn-
dnxtrial Workers of the  Warld,

Communist Pavty (Opposition, ete,
The committee has lald plang for a
tremendons  demonstration.  Two
parades, one starting, at 15th St
the other in the dress market near
40th &t will eomverge in the mall
of Central Park where a mass meet-
ing will be held, Members of the
Workers Party and the Spartaens
Youth TLeague will assemble in
front of their headguarters, 2 W,
15th St

Plang have been laid to make
the first appearance of the Workers
Party in a May Day parade impres-
«ive. The Workers Party and
Spartacus section of the parade will
be headed hy eight large bhanners.
Spartaens will march in uniform—
gray shirt, red tie. and cmblem.
Special May Day huttons are ready

Scottshoro Boys Granted
New Trial by Supreme Court

Defense Rests in Workers' Organized Support

The recent decision of the Tnited

Qtates  Supreme  Court  to grant
Haywood Patterson and Clarence
Norris, two of the well-known

Scotshoro victims, a new trial, is
not only a partial vietory for the
seven other yonths involved in the
case, hut for the oppressed Negro
masses who have heen denied thelr
elementary rights.

It has finally been discovered by
the U7, 8. Supreme Court, after four
years of mass protest, that it is un-
constitutional to bar people of Af-
rican extraction from being jurors;
and the state of Alabama ig g0 al-
armed, that Governor Knight is
spending restless nights in hix re-
search department looking for new
fndictments with which to prose-
cute the defendants. Alabama is
«till stn horn, and is doing every-
thing to reverse the deeision which
has heen forced hy the mass pres-
«ure of the world's working class.

We speak of the world's working
class, because the Scottsboro case
is internatlonal in scope. It did
more to symholize the oppression of
the Negro people in the TUnited
States than-any other episode 1in

their history sinee the Civil War.
It has even depicted the low wages
received by Negro lahor, compelling
it to wandev from one section of
the country to the other to suheist:
and the miserable condition  of
Negro uand white  shareeronpers,
who are foreed to aceept the un-
rearable standard of living in the
Southern states where cofton s
«till King.

However. we cannot he content
with the partial vietory for the
Scottshore bovs, They are still in
fail facing the electric chair: and
despite  the reeanting of Rnbv
Bates. one of the girls alleged to
have heen inenlted. and fthe testi-
mony of T.ester Cafrer. who was
with the girl¢ at the fime the aet
was alleged to have taken place.
Alabama still holds firm ifs grip on
the Negro youth. and demands
their lives, Only a united front of
the entire labor movement ean save
their Hves and point the Negro
People to the true vand for thefr
liberation, which is honnd wp with
the fate of the American working
class. T.et us give them this.

—SIMON WILLIAMSON

fhe -
streets of the TU. & than over be-!

and are heing sold, hand will
lead thiz WD-SY.1.. contincent.
Sympathizers and friends are enlled
npon fo demonsirate fogether with
the Waorkers Party and Spartacus
Youth Teague in New  York and
ohor cities Tollowing the demon-
stration there will he  additional
mas< meeting< held in the name of
the SY.I. and W.I,

Thosge whe down their toole on
Masx Dav oand  marveh  in united
ranks will not he doing <o ont of
cenfiment for the traditions of the
past, May Day, 1935, confronts the
working of the world with
nressing provlems.  As on the first
May Day, the workers of the conn-
try are going ant to fieht the hoss
el for hotter eonditions—shorter
honrs<, higher wages, nnemnloyvment
ipauranes and <o forth,  The work-
ers wlhio demonsteate on thiv day of
international strmggle are workers
who are heginuing to feel the power
that i< their's. who are challenging

class

Spartacan
Leads Job
Fight

By JAMES CROSS
GILLESPTE. T1L— Steadily, the
resentment of the youth of this
town, Gillespie. T, has heen grow-
ing against the present sot-up that
ean do nothing for well eoduecated

and healthy voung men.  Thix re-
coniment has at last come to a

head. and many intevesting events
have been recorded in the annals
of this city within the past month,

We  farmed an organization of
voung men that «farlied with ahont
15 memboers and three months Iater
hasg over 130 active members, The
first of this vear T was elected pres-
ident and <o have been kept busy
cinee.  Most of us heinz voung and
<ingle we ecould not get on the re-
siof rolle: sn inctead of forming an

mnemployed group we joined the
Iahor union here. Of conrse, not
being trained in  any partienlar

trade we called onrselves common
lahorers.

Tme to the fact that the AL T of
.. local here ju the same as in anv
ofhor coction of America. we conld
not join np with them—the reason
heine the exorbitant initintion fee
and the high monthly dues. The
only thing left to dn was to join
up with the Progressive Trades and
Lahor Unions, a small local organ-
ization  estallished a couple of
vears ago. in fhe hope it wonld
fake the place of the AL T of T.:
hut the officos were soon controlled
hy men who are not class-conscious,
and <o it heeame just another small
sectarian outfit.

We <cou heard of a couple of

(Continued on Page 8)

the losces in strike afrer  <trike,
Thev are workers who have gotten
over their apathy of vears, who ave

marching  towards  greater  and
ereater militaney.  They are work-
ors who ars losing fajth in the

government humbug, the NRA, who
are presging the resetionary official-
dom of the A. I of T. for action.
They are workers who are showing
ereater sympathy for the revolu-
tionary movement,  On Mav Day
their trade unions will march with
the Workers Party and Spartaens
Youth League.

This vear ie of. espeeial impor-
tance to the vonng workers and
studenfs.  This year espeeially in-
dicates the international eharvacter
of Mav Dav. As the war clonds
darken the more does the working
elags realize that it must organize
to ward off the hlow. May Day
will not only be a demonstration
for ceonomic demands, Tt will he
a  mightv  demonstration  nuainst
hoge war.,  The lines of workers
who will guit their shops on May
1¢t will the toilers of
the world marching against all that
iq intmieal to them, and for all that
they want.  TFor May Day is o day
of workine elass strngele on all
fronts.

Young workers and students—
leave your class rooms and your
shons. March with your hrethers.
Aarch in lines of wnity with us.
Demonstrate against  boss rule
en May Day.

revvosent

Nation’s
Students
In Strike

110,0000ut;Lack of
WorkerLeadership
Chief Fault

Over 110,000 high school and col-
lege ~tudents participated in a
huge. nation-wide demonstration
and stndent strike against war omn
April 12, From Califernia to New
vork, from Maine to Florida, ev-
erywhere students rallied to de-
¢lare themselveg against any war
that the TU. S, might undertake.

Tven though some school admin-
istrations  supported the strike,
many of them took drastic and re-
actionary measures to water down
or smash it. In California, Chica-
go. New York, ete, principals and
deans openly declared that partici-
pants in the strike would be “dis-
ciplined,” and proceeded to expel
wome stndents and suspend others.
In direct alliance with the school
heads were the vigilantes, R.O.T.C.
men and red-baiters, who greeted
the strike with jeers and missiles.

From the point of view of num-
hors the student strike can be re-
corded as a success. Unfortunate-
lv the strike cannot be measured
in terms of numbers alone, but by
it« militaney and general charac-
tor. We must say quite frankly
that the strike was pacifist in most
cases,

All the facts after the strike bear
out the prediction of the Spartacus
Youth Teague that the strike was
s0 organized, it could not help but

(Continued on Page 2)

Will Report

The first Natioral tenr of the
Sparfacns vouth Lenene of the
Tnited States will bezin on April
13. This will he o Coast to Coast
tonr. including wectivas in over 25
citics. The tour wi'l be conduected
hy Cemrade Nathav tonkl, Nation-
al Qec'v of the Snertaens Yonth
T.eague. This project will serve as
a fitting conclusion of-our SNCCESS-
ful National Drive ard will serve
to prepare  the bhra hes for the
rurther expansion of the organiza-

tion. and to lay fhe toxis for the
organization  of  hrovehies where
none exjel.

Divtrict Confereross are to he
held  in fonr  vecianed Aistricts
(New York for Distriet 1. Youn<-
down for Distriet @ Chieago for
Distviet 3, and in 7« Angele  for

District 4). These cimferences will
he arganized aud timed for the Na-
tional Tonr. The sueess of hoth the
Tour and the Cenferences depends
now npon the work and the res-

hop e of (he comuades (o these pro-

Funds for the Tour are nec-
!essary. We ask all our sympath-
izers to send in their donations to

| inets,

Gould Leaves on Nat‘l Tour

at Conferences

To Speak in Main Cities From Coast to Coast

the National Office of the 8.Y.L,
2 West 15th 8t. N.Y.C.

Rolow is the itinerary of the Na-
tionnl Tour (April 13—July 7,
1933).

APRIL
Pittshurgh—24, 25,
Youngstown, Ohio—28, 27, 28, 29
(Tegional Conference 27, 28).
Cleveland—30, May 1.

MAY
Columbus—2, 3, 4.
Toledo—86.

Dotroit, Mich.—7, 8.
Chicago. 111.—10, 11, 12, 13 (Re-
gional Conference 11, 12).
Gillespie—15, 16.
<t Tounix, Mo —1T7.
Kansas City—18, 19.
Phoenix. Ariz.—22, 23.
T.os Angeles, Calif.—24, 25, 286,
27 (Regional Conference 25, 26).
Fresno—28,
Yan Franeisco—29, 30, 81, June
1.

JUNE
Ralt Lake City, Utah—3.

Minneapolis, Minn.—7%, 8, 9.
Chicago, I1.—11, 12, 13.

Detroit, Mich.—29, 380.
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GreatGains

At the time of writing fhis nolel
(in spite of the‘fact that the final |
reports of the results of our na-|
tional tour are not yet cmnpilvd).,
we are in a position to report the|
‘stupendonus suceess of onr .\':ninnnl{
Plan of Acticn. Within a few weeks
we will be able to submit to our
leaders a more complete analysis of
the drive.  These few notes, con-
servatively accurate, will give the
reader a fairly good idea of our
success.

1. The national membership of
the organization has been increaxed
by 144¢—which means that W(‘I
have well over doubled our mem-
bership in three months time.

2. We have increa~ed the totfal
number of our branches by 1337,
in the same period,

3. Subscriptious to the YOUNG
SPARTACUS have risen in March
by 400¢% over the period from Dec.
1034.

4. The increase in the paid elr-
culation of YOUNG SPARTACUS
approximates 1007%.

5. Dues payment in March has
increased by over 40077 over the
month of Dec. 1934, All quotas:
have been exceeded by subsztantial
amounts., The entire organization,
(inclnding your mnst optimistie
National Seerctary), is awe strick-
en with thig progress.

SUMMER WORK

Spring and summer, thnse sea-
sons of the year when all things of
nature bloszom forth and grow, are
generally disconrteously grected by
the labor movement, for in that
period the labor movement exper-
iences declining strength, stagna-
tion, and organizational retrogres-
sion. That need not he. In our cuse
it will not be. Thisz condition can
be avoided in our organization if
six important projects are serious-
iy undertaken by our branches.

1. Activity in the direction of
making sueccessful our National
Tour and the regional conferences.
(Leaflet qistributions, meetings,
etc.)

2. The improvement and the in-
tensification of our sncial, cultural
and sport activity, To take ad-
vantage of the warm weather to
sponser hikes, outings, swimming
parties, ete. and for the organiza-
tion of teams and conducting com-
petitions in games, etc.
HEADQUARTERS

3. The organization of cam-
palgns in every hranch for the es-
tablishment of headquarters, Every
branch of the S.Y.I.. mus«t have a
headquarters. Tn all seasons of the
year the headquarters mnst be
maintained. A regnlar schednle of
activity to be condncted in the
headquarters, envering the after-
noon and evening of each day
should bhe organized and  strietly
operated. The headquarters shonld
have a good and varyving snpply
of games (checkers, chess, ping-
pong, wrestling mats, ete), and
also a radio. (The Iatter will al-
low the yonth of the neighhorhaod
to gather at the headqnarters to
listen to hase ball reports, ete., and
to dance—.)

The hall shonld be well cared for
—kept elean and woell  decorated.
Eduecational activity ean receive a
real impetns if planned in connee-
tion with the headgnarters, Wall
hoards, hulletin boards, Lenin Corn.
ers, slozans, pictures. eartonms,—all
these muszt he earefunlly arranged,
attractivelv and neatly displaved,
and changed with reenlaritv. In-
dividnals eapable of explaining the
nature and purpose of the Sparta-
ens Yonth Teague should alwvays he
present and shonld he given prefer-
ence a< headmquarter earctakers, The
headquarters ean in this way be-
come a great attraetive foren for
the Spartaens Yonth Teagne,

4. Pranch cxeentive ecommittees
‘must take qdvantaege of the snmmer
period to cend QY.T.. members Into
the honreeoie controllnd mase or
ganizations, I
and the very Lot coptets onr
movement arn fo he Pognd Gy e
orgunization,

8. The imminenep of war  hax
been emphavizel Lhe  the preont
Furopean criziv, MThe SY.T. mnet
“proceed to the arranization of anti-
war campoinn s in every city, Mass

crentest nonmher
LSt

SYL Scores !

i
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1 “MASS ACTION" OUT

‘The  National I"'nemployed
Tesizue has started publication
of a weekly unemployw! paper
called “Mass Action,” Five is-
sties have already appeared.

Mass Action ix the only na-
tioual unemployed weekly pub-
lished,  The is<ue of April 13
contains articles on unemployed
demonstrations in Dadlas, Char-
leston, W. Va,, Toledo: a colimn
“If You Ask Me” by Jim Bab-
cock, ['nion Notes by Karl Lore,
the Workers Seenrity Bill being
sponsored by the N.U.L and edi-
torials.

The paper sells for two cents,

YCLers Come
Over to S.Y.L.

The ntter  demoralization  and
disintegration of the Y.C.L. is re-
flocted in a number of recent re-
signations and expulsions,

Five members of the Y.C.L. in
Philadelphin resigned—to join the
Spartneus Youth  Teague. Mem-
hers in Newark and Brooklyn were
expelled for daring to have some
doubts as to the validity of the
“party line”  The latter two also
joined the Q.Y.L. Three others in
Prooklyn resigned—to join the 8.
Y.

The comrade from Brooklyn was
given a cross-examination. The
only answers allowed were “yes”
and “no.”  On the hasis of this
“demacratie” trinl, he was expelled
as a “ecounter-revolntionary  rene-
gade.”

The condition of the Y.C.I. 1=
duplicated in the Communist Party.
Five lending members of the C.P.
in California resigned, joining the
Workers Party.  Their statement
savs in part: “There's no  hope,
vou're done for. . .. And te top all
this off von want us to organize a
Lahor Party. What do vou think
we are anyway? We quit. And
we're gning to apply for member-
<hip in the Workers Party. Its
program is going to develop a real
vanguard in Ameriea (See the
New Militanr, April 6),

Tn Akron. secene of the latest
ctrike gell-ont, whole branch of
the C. P. recigned, also joining the
W, P. More are expected from the
(. P. and the Y.C.L.

The ahrupt right turn of the C.
P. which has cnlminated In  the
birth of a “T.abhor Party,” crystal-
lizod the resentment and hewilder-
ment of the rank and file members
of the party and Y.C.T. This, on
tap of a poley which permits no
dizenssinn, hands down decislons
from ahove and permite no eriti-
eivm. has resulted in mass resig-
nationg, expnlsiong and tremendous
fmetuation—enre signg of the de-
goneration of a onece-revolutinnary
poarty,

n

RROOKT,YN. N. Y. —Despite the
ardors of the New York N.&Q.T. dis-
triet swhich advised the N.QT.. echap-
tor at Franklin K. Tane TIigh
the school anthorities, the SY.T.
Qehonl to hold the strike at 12:30
(Inneh honr) in accordance with
prepared and enlled the <trike for
11:00 AN. The SY.I. dominated
in the strike to the extent that the
N. Y. Daily News earried a news
item annonneine that the QYT
had led the strike at T.ane,

T
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BOUND VOLUMES OF
YOUNG SPARTACUS
Fvery Tseue Trom
Vol, 1, No. 1 to Vol 3, No, 5,
'1%1.00 per Cop¥ Order Now

ings, united front demonstrations.
ANl of these activities in relation to
the precent war situation must be
developed,  Thix will pnt ns in the
fore of the strugales of the toiling
and student vonth in America,

G0N dhe regatar and “rom-
e aetivity o the arganization
~hocld e eontinned duving  the
sereper meedhss ( Fdneational work,
elpeeees orihe and picket  quty.,
YVOUNG SPARTACTS <ales  and
solicitation of subseriptions, open

adr meorings, ote)y,

meetinga, and antl-war camnaigns
shonld be cormlueted evervwhere—
fenflefs, pronaganda, open alr wmeet-

Will see von on  the National
Tour,

—NATHAN GOULD

YOUNG BPARTACUS

Lets Go,

Spartacans

“Reports are false, w'rites Beck '
“Escaped from White

of Detroit.
Guards after looting their treas-
ury. Am forwarding two of the
one ruble notes”. And so he does,

God bless his heart; paying every .

cent of Detroit’s bill. Petit bour-
geois, we call it, being all paid up
like that.

But Detroit, we're glad to say, is
not alone. New York, Chicago,
Newark, State College, Detroit,
Philadelphia, Canada, Davenport
and Columbus stepped up and put
it on the line. That's the spirit;
give till it hurts. And we have the
Honest Abe technique too. Remem-
ber when Lincoln was working in
a grocery store and accidentally
overcharged someone a few cents,
how he walked six miles to the
customer’s home and returned the
change? Well, a comrade is now
in New York who brought with
her from Canada the money owed
by the Toronto branch. “Perhaps”,
you may say, “she didn’t come just
to pay that bill.” Who knows?
And who knows why Honest Abe
couldn’t hang on to the change till
the next time the customer was in
the store? We've always wondered
whether said customer was a good-
looking dame.

And now, a note of pathos. Lenin
told the Konsomols (members of
the Ieague of Communist Youth in
Russia) that they must carry Com-
munism to the villages. but a good
many towns and hamlets are not
getting Young Spartacus this
month. We have cut off our mail-
ing list a number of bundle agents
who gseem to develop pernicious
anemia or paralysis of the right
hand when it comes to sending in
a remittance. Some of them think
they can get papers on their looks.
They can’t, if only because an agent
who owes us for several hills does-
n't look so good (dialectics). And
even if we were soft-hearted, which
we're not, we don't run the print
shop. The print shop has moved:
new and better equipment has been
ingtalled; there is a larger staff;
vou'd scarcely recognize the place.
But they still do business on a cash
and carry hasis. ‘Carry’ refers to
getting the papers to the post office.
That means that to print YOUNG
SPARTACUS we meed more than
literary treasures. Coin of the
realm is what we need each month
hefore we can have a line of type
set.

Get After Those Subs

That leads to the questlon of
subs. Rubs are vital to us, both
becanse of the cash they bring in,
and because when we have - sub-
scribers we know that we're reach-
ing at least some people month
after month, Well, subs are com-
ing in. We got 12 in Dec.; 16 In
Jan.: 28 in Feh.; and 37 in the first
two weeks of March. Not an awful
lot, but it's a swell improvement,
and speed and direction are what
count. Tempo, as we Rooshians
aqy, is everything, Let's have more
each month till we average one per
member per month, and the life of
our paper is assured. Flow many
will vyou get?

And speaking of getting subs,
Jefferson Rall of Bryan., Ohio and
Charlie Ellis of Cambridge, Mass,,
the seat of (Ahem) culture and
learning, each won a bhook for
sending in more than ten subs,
What about you? How would you
like a free copy of Saceo and Van-
zettl’'s Yetters, or Jack TLondon's
Fesays of Revolt, or James Oneal’s
Workers {in  Amerlean History?
Well, it's your's for the asking.
Just ask ten friends to subseribe to
YOUNG SPARTACUSR for a year:
send ug the two-fiftr: and one of
the honks is yours.

Hat’s off to the Allentown
Branch of the Workers Party, the
first Party branch to place a reg-
ular bundle order! They take 25
coples,  Spartacans  shonld ap-
proach other Party bhranchex and
eet them to follow thic fine ex-
ample.  And by the way, most
Party membhers have younger
hrothers or sisters, eousins, neph-
ews or nleces for whom they
ought to subscrihe. Get after
them,

s @
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i The educational department of
E the Naticnal Committee hox now
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prepared the following material
for use by the bhranches:

1. An ontline for clasces in
the ABC of Markism, The out-
line ix complete and simple, Very
zood for heginners. It sells at
ten cents o copy and can he
orderced from the National Office.

9. \We are printing a pamph-
let by George Marlen, “Paris on
A ithe -Barrieade<,™ It is the story
M of the Paris Commune. It is a
! G5-page pamphlet and sclls for
‘!l ten cents. Orders should be sent
[llto the National Office immedi-
ately.

Student Strike
Rallies Many

(Continued from Page 1)

be pacifist. We found that in the
majority of colleges and srhools,
where large numbers turnced out,
the faculty and administration su-
pervised and directed the strike and
the students were gathered in Aas-
sembly hallx listening to ont-right
pacifist speeches while they them-
selves plared no real active role.

This was due to two basic errors
made by the National Student
Strike Committee, which iIncluded
the N.8.T.. SI.I.D. Methodist so-
cieties, interseminary movements,
ete.

Firstly., the failure to include
working class youth organizations
in the strike committee so that the
strike could have been led along
militant lines, The S.Y.T... which
realizes that the working class is
the only force which ean really
fieht against war, took the initia-
tive and sent letters to the Y.C.T.
and Y.P.&I. proposing an all-in-
clusive united front embracing
workers' organizations. To this
day neither organization deemed it
"important enough to even answer
this nrgent communication! ¥vi-
dently they were satisfied to work
through their respeetively con-
trolled student organizations, the
N.QT. and SI.1.D.. and thus pro-
pagate the illusion that stndents
are capable of fighting against im-
perialist war without the direct aid
and supervision of the working
class. The N.8.T. rejected our
proposal.  Had our proposal heen
aceepted the student strike wonld
-have heen as successful in effeet
as It was in numbers.

The s¢econd error was to allow
for unclarity the slogan “against
Imperialist war.” For example,
the organ of the STI.1.D. (Student
Action) even failed to mention the
slogan, and the organ of the N.S.TL.
(Rtndent News) gave mention to it.
In certain instances, notabhly C.C.
N.Y. and New York University, the
S.Y.I. forced the nege of the word
“imporialist.”

Despite the disagreement of the
S Y.I. on the organizational bacis
of the strike, the RY.I.. supported
and agitated for it on many ecam-
puses and indeed played leading
roles in several.

The Spartacus  Youth T.eacue
recognizes the student strike as n
powerful weapon if wielded cor-
rectly and will cupport all future
strikes,

Mowever, the strike of 1935 {8
not over. The many expulsions and
suspensions have stfll to be faced.
It s obvious that all those who
were victimized hy  the school
hoards are symhols of student pro-
tests against war., Tmmediate stepsd
must be taken to organize a na-
tion-wide protest in forme of peti-
tiong to compel the reinstatement
of these students, No time ean he
Inst,

=
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Conference
InNew York

NEW YORK.—The first Regional
Conference of the 8.Y.L. which was
held in N.Y.C. on April 13 and 14
registered the marked change that
ix taking place in the Leagune in
line with the decisivn of the Na-
tional Convention towards @ ceom-,
ing a broad mass revolutiona:y
vonth organization The disenssion.
of the delegates from out of town
aml from New York  represented
the new spirit and the changing af-
titude of the whole organization,
I'ven more noticeable and more im-
pressive an indication of the turn
and its results, already evident,
tnough only four months have
passed. was the report on the phen-
amenal growth of the T.eagne. Four
menths—and a gain of 144 percent
in membership: twelve new branch-
es thronghout the country: a leap.
in membership from 175 last Deec-
ember fo 420 at the beginning of
April: and still going strong. . ..

The conferenee was the first at-
tempt to test organizationally the
growth in membership and the
«trength of Spartacus. And the
Ieague responded in true Sparta-
cus fashion. Delegates came in
from almost every branch in the
field. The financial burden wag
horne largely hy the New York
branches and comrades who thus
did thelr share towards a success-
ful conference, The Party, too,
«ont delegates and lent its aid.

At the conference, reports were
heard from comrades Gould and
Qtreeter on the national orzaniza-
tion and on the New York City
hranches. TFollowing these came
reports from Allentown, New Hav-
on, Newark, disenssion on the situ-
ation in Camhridge and Boston, a
Philadelphia report and a discus-
sjon on W.P.-8.Y.L. relations raised
by it. The problems and difficulties
of developing new leading forces to
keep pace with the rapidly growing
organization, especially, recelved
the consideration of the delegates.

Sunday morning was devoted to
the student report by comrade R.
Stanun.  Here the delegates showed
their deep interest in the politieal
perspectives and policies of their
Leagne. The slogan of “the aholi-
tion of the R.OUT.C.” and the issue
of the revolutionary or pacifist
character of its advancement at the
present’ time raised a three hour
debate involving almost every del
cgate present,

Comrade Tarry Cohen, delegatc
from the N . Y. Distriet of the
Workers Party gave a well received
renort on the activities of the
Workers Party and its prospects for
the coming months, ITe tnok up the
auestions raised hy the Newark
and Philadelphia delegates on _fhe
relationship Letween the Party and
the Spartacus Youth Teague. 1In
N. Y. C. he reported the Increase
of interest in the Party and among
Party members {n the youth move-
ment,

Perhaps the most heated question
confronting the delegntes was the
issne of sotting up a District Com-
mittee to earry out the plans and
perspectives Inid down bv the eon-
forence. Finally, hy an overwhelm.
ing majority.’a committee of twelve
members was cleefed: 9 from N,
Y. (.. one from Allentown, one
from Newark, and one from Phila.
delphia. The N. Y. members of the
committee are: Bill Strecter, Sam
Gordon, Kim Dolson.  Lillian
Bord, Dave Donner, Ruth Stamm.
Ruth Jager. Sol Stevens, Walta
Karsner. The Newark member is
Comrade Marans, The committee
members  from  Philadelphia  and
Allentown will he elected hy their
hranches. at their next  branch
meetings.
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Luxem burg May D&y Article

Is True of Situation Today

When Muy Day demonstrations
were held for the first time, the
vanguard of the (Second) Interna-
tional, the German working class,
was just at the point of breaking
the chains vof a disgraceful Excep-
tion Law and of entering upon the
path of a free, legul development.
The period of prolonged depression
in the world market, since thé erash
of the seventies, had been overcome
and capitalist economy had entered
directly upon an era of resplendent
development that was to last almost
a decade. Likewise the world had
recovered, after twenty years of un-
interrupted peace, from recollec-
tions of that war period in which
the modern Buropean state system
had received its bloody christening.
The path appeared free for a quiet
cultural  development., Illusions,
hopeg for a peaceful settlement be-
tween capital and labor sprouted
forth luxuriantly among the ranks
of the Socialists. Proposals to hold
out “the open hand to good will”
marked the beginning of the mnine-
ties; promises of an imperceptible,
“gradual evolution” into Socialism
marked their end, Crises, wars, and
revolutions, were considered out-
worn theories, mere swaddling
clothes of modern society; parlia-
mentarism and trade unionism, de-
mocracy in the state and democracy
in the industry were to open the
gates to a mew and better order.

The actual course of events
played frightful havoc with all
these illusions. 1In place of the
promised mild social-reformist de-
velopment of culture there has set
in since the end of the nineties a
period of the most violent, extreme
sharpening of capitalist conflicts, a
period of storm and stress, of
crashes and turmoil, of tottering

and trembling in the very founda-
tious of society. The ten-year per-
jod of the economic upward curve
of development was compensated
world-convulsing crises. After two
decades of world peuce there fol-
lowed in the last decade of the last
century six bloody wars and in the
first decade of the new century
four bloody revolutions. Instead of
social reforms—sedition bills,
prisonment bills and jailings: in-
stead of industrial democracy—the
powerful concentration of capital in
cartels and employers’ asgsociafions
and the international practice of
giant lockouts. And instead of the
new upward development of demo-
cracy in the State a miserable col-
lapse of the last remnants of bour-
geois  liberalism
democracy. . . . Kverywhere the rev-
olutionary working class today sees
itself alone confronted by the com-
pact, hostile reaction of the ruling
classes and by their energetic at-
tacks, which are aimed at them
alone,

The Era of Imperialism

The "sign” under which this
whole development on the economic
and political field has been carried
out, the formula according to.which
its resulty may be traced back is:
IMPERIALISM. This is not a new
element, not an unexpected veering

in the general historical course of:

capitalist society. Military prepar-
ations and war, international con-
flicty and colonial policies have ac-
companied the history of capital
from its cradle. It is the extreme
augmentation of these elements, the
concentration and gigantic outburst

im-

and bourgeois |

didlectic reciprocal action—at the
same time result and cause of the
powerful accumulation of capital
and of the consequent sharpening
and intensifying of the contradic-
tion between capital and labor
within and between the capitalist
states without — hag Imperialism
entered upon its final phase, the
violent division of the world by the
assault of capital. A chain of con-
tinual, unprecedented competitive
military preparations on land and
sea in all capitalist countries, a
chain of bloody wars, which have
spread from Africa to Burope and
which any moment may fan the
glowing sparks to a world conflag-
ration; in addition, for years the
phantom of the high cost of living,
of mass hunger throughout the
whole capitalist world, which can
no longer be banished—these are
the “signs” under which labor's
world holiday will goon celebrate
the twenty-fifth anniversary of its
existence. And each of these
Ysigns” is a tlaming testimonial to
the living truth and power of the
ideas of the May Day celebration.

The brilliant main idea of the
May Day celebration is the inde-
pendent action of the proletarian
masses, is the political mass action
of the millions of workers, who
otherwise can give expression to
their own will only through petty
parliamentary action, separated by
State boundaries and congisting for
the most part ounly in voting for
representatives. The excellent pro-
posal of the KFrenchman Y.avigne at
the International Congress in Paris
[1890] combined this indirect par-
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Lear Kditor:

I have just finished reading with
interest the January issue of
YOUNG SPARTACUS which I
found in the recreation room of the
Young Men's Institute (a bowery
flop house for young men). May
1 thank the worker who left the
paper here and assure him his ef-
fort was not in vain. Also 1 would
like to cull your attention to two
articles in your very readable pub-
lication that 1 found extremely en-
joyable as well as instructive: one
the Question and Answer Box with
the comprehensive answer to how
the bosses make their profits and
the other lddie's letier from the
CCC camps.

It was my wmisfortune to have
spent 13 months and 13 days in a
CCC camp in Ga. For the sake of
4 job I might be there yet but
have served all the time I am al-
lowed to serve. Now I am in New
York City, homeless, moneyless and
without any visible means of sup-
port other than the worst make-
shitt of charity which 1 am com-
pelled to except in order to exist.

Here is a little story about my

triend John Coleman. Maybe you |
can use it if you reword it.
SORRY SON

1t's so monotonous being unem-
ployed. All day long the same old
story, “Sorry Son, nothing today.”

Early this morning John Coleman |
called on the Star Advertising Co.‘
for a job at distributing circulars.'
John had never done this type of
work before nor could he remember
ever having worked for 20c an

importance to John this morning,
Instead he was thinking of his one
suit in the cleaners and shirt in the
laundry, “Gee,” he thought, “it’ll
be swell to look like somebody once
more. Maybe I'll get to see old man
Jackson up at the bakery tomor-
row, that won’t be a bad place to
work.”

The long line of applicants in
front of the Star Advertising Co.

-swayed as the men shuffled to keep

wartn,

“Rather late,” remarked an eld-
erly man from whose appearance
John judged must be an old timer
at the distributing game. “Ain't
often the boss is late, he ought to
be here any minute now.”

The large clock across the street
showed it to be 5:45. Far up at
the front of the line a lively dig-
cussion progressed and John wished
he had not missed his coffee plis.
“But,” he reflected, “if I had wait-
ed for my Dbreakfast 1 would have
missed my chance at this job.”

The rather gruff voice of the boss
who had just come in floated down
the line calling out the - names of
most of those who worked for him
yesterday. Kagerly John broke line
and made his way to where the
boss stood.

"That is all today,” the boss was
saying.

“Mister,” protested John, “can’t
you use oue more man?”

“No, that's all today.”

“I could drive your truck, bundle
papers—do almost anything,” -con-
tinued John.

“Sorry Sou,” smiled the boss, al-

=s  CALLOUSES —

of these conflicts, which have re- hour. In fact, being a typical resi- | most sympathetically, “Nothing
sulted in a new epoch in the devel- (Continued on Page 8) dent of the Young Men's Institute, | today.”
opment of present-day society, In these considerations were of minor —J. K.
Cuts — CoNsTI PATION -
: ® @
By BILL CARPENTER S

(Comrade Carpenter’s story is
not an attempt at fiction. It is
straight-forward reporting, with
no intention of patching or con-
cealing, by a young fellow who
went to Roosevelt’s promised land.
There have been no corrections,
or additions made.—Ed.)

All day lang I had waited at the
agency. This was the third week
since I had been laid off. What
little I had saved from a twelve
dollar job I had spent. I was down
to my last two dollars and in a
desperate position. I could not hold
out for another week. When a job
at the C.C.C. camps wag offered to
me, you can bet I didn’t refuse it.

Reports at Recruiting Office

I was told to report at the Army
recruiting building at 39 Whitehall
street. .

The following day I was down
there bright and early only to find
a long line of tellows waiting for
the doors to open. I took my place
at the end of the line (which even
at that early hour extended a full
block). While waiting on line I
became acquainted with the fellow
directly in front of me. He was a
“all boy, about my age, with hollow
cheeks and deep sunken eyes that
b.rned with the fever of hunger.
He was a plumber’s helper, and out
of work for four months, His
mother made five dollars a week
scrubbing office floors at night.
While he talked to me, he seemed
happy, elated, that he was again
going to work. ‘“Yes sir, Roosevelt
is a right guy,” he said. “If any
one, Roosevelt is just the man to
get us out of the depression.”

Health Examination Ends in

A Exhanstion

It was eleven o’clock when our
turn came. We had waited on that
line in the rain for four hours,

and we were soaked to the skin, As
we entered, a man at a desk took
our applications, gave us a num-
ber, and passed us on to the exam-
ining room.

We were told to strip, “line up
there and make it snappy” (we
were enlisted now)., After being
weighed we were subjected to a
thorough physical examination

made very embarrassing by thetold to “snap it up” or we would is, they saw to it that “justice” gardless of the need.

Sm——

rude remarks of, the soldiers.

When we again dressed, it was
three o’clock. We were waiting for
the bus which wag to carry us to
the “training camp”. It was a
most uncomfortable hour, there
were fifty boys crammed in a ‘bus
that could barely seat thirty. But
the worst was yet to come,

When we arrived, the camp was
in a stage of reconstruction. There
were no roads within a half mile,
we had to make a run for it in a
drizzling rain. To make matters
worse the freshly dug earth made a
fine sticky mud. We got to the
first out-lying building with the
mud over our ankles. In we
tramped, tired and hungry, only to
strip again and take a cold shower
(there was no hot water). The
soap .we used was that brown floor
soap, it irrvitated the skin on aec-
count of the lye it contained. We
had to wait in line with a towel
around us: we were going to be
vaccinated.
open on both sides of us.

For some reason, unknown to us,
there was a long delay. Many of
us were coughing and shivering, it
was that cold. A few of the weaker
boys fainted when they got the
needle, it had a psychological effect
on the rest, many of the faces
turned pale. The needle was not to
blame. It- was sheer exhaustion
that made the boys faint. We had
not eaten since early morning.

“Food” Comes at Midnight

It was twelve o’clock that night
when 1 received my outfit and was
allowed to go to supper, which con-
visted of two frankfurters and a
cup of black, or almost black, cof-
fee. No seconds were served. I
then located my bunk by means of
my number, only to find a line wait-
ing for blankets. My bedy could no
longer stand it. I flopped down
with my clothes on, too tired to un-
dress. I dimly remember some one
throwing a blanket over me.

In spite of the trying day before,
I woke quite suddenly, the reason
being that my cot was overturned,
and the cold cement floor was no
place to continue a nap. We were

There were windows |

i

miss our “chow”. In the confusion
that tollowed, 1 could not for the
life of me find my other shoe, 1
had breakfast, or rather “chow”,
with one shoe on. Atter breakfast,

‘which took a good two hours (there

were two thousand boys to be fed,
and one mess tent, and two oil
stoves) we had to ‘‘police” our
sleeping quarters which meant:
clean up and hurry. 1 finally lo-
cated my other shoe in a pile of
dirt among other garments.
Learns “.RODBS"

For the next week, I traveled

around in a daze; everything and
everybody was utterly confused and
bewildered. Meanwhie I had made
friends with a fellow whose num-
ber was next to mine. His name
was Bill, Bill Dennis, an Irishman,
and plenty tough. He lived near
the Krie Basin district. He was a
good crap shooter, the dice seemed
trained to his nimble fingers; many
a good dollar I won by following
him up. He had been there three
weeks ahead of me, and he showed
me “the ropes”, that is, how to duck
K. P. (kitchen police), escape drill,
which consisted of marching back
and forth for four hours each day,
how to get seconds, by taking water
instead of coffee, and washing your
mess kit with it, so it would look
like you had not yet eaten.
" The best racket of all was “chis-
elling”. That consisted of making
your way to the head of the line to
avoid the long wait in the cold
morning of rainy weather to be
served. It was easy enough for the
bigger and stronger boys, but I felt
sorry, especially for the younger
fellows who were constantly being
done out of there meals on account
of their inability to chisel. The
same system applied to their
clothes and other privileges.

About two weeks later, they in-
vented a system of “police” which
was composed of the strongest and
biggest fellows in the camp. Their
job was to keep order, see that the
various assignments were carried
out and to report and penalize any-
one who did not do his “duty”.
These “police” bore a striking re-
semblance to the real coppers; that

was carried out. Their friends were
always at the head of the line,
never got any of the dirtier jobs,
always got passes to leave camp,
and received the best of the outfit.
On First Aid Duty
It was disgusting to see fellows
caddy to them, do their slightest
wish, and snitch on the regular
guys just to guain their privileges.
As for Dennis and myself, we were
always in trouble. When we were
not in trouble the police were.
One day I hit upon a scheme by
which Dennis and myself could get
by without caddying to the police.
1 volunteered tor FKirst Aid duty.
I had camp experience for seven
years, and for once it did me good.
I was sent down to the hospital,
and detailed to the emergency room.
Although the soldiers hated us and
used every chance to put one over
on the “kids” (we were receiving
thirty dollars a month and they
were getting seventeen-fifty), I
managed to make friends with the
hospital squad. Later I got a priv-
ate room and always kept Den's
and my own possessions in it, so
we would not be ransacked by the
copper’s friends. 1 also received a
special pass allowing me and one
other to leave camp any time after
six. The hospital food was greatly
superior to the stuff we had been
getting. My luck did not hold out
long. Aiter two months in train-
camp my company was shipped out.
I was detailed to work camp No.
7, in Tuckerton, N. J. This wag a
swamp district, mosquito territory.
I was in for the time of my life.
We got up there in time, just in
time. I had a camp of five hundred
boys, and one inexperienced kid to
help me. As soon as I arrived I
was put to work. At least three
quarters of the camp were covered
with sores, due to the bites of
insects which they constantly
scratched with dirty finger nails.
The Army doctor had many such
camps to visit, he could only afford
a few hours, once a week, in our
camp. He would leave hurried in-
structions, and an insistant plea to
save supplies, as we were allowed

a certain amount each mponth, re-
It was thisda

fulse economy that made me sore.
“One bandage a day” wag the slo-
gan, and that in the morning, All
day long the boys would work in
the mire, handling rough logs, tear-
ing away stubborn brush and break-
ing the blisters on their hands.
These blisters would become infect-
ed; the bandage after the day was
very dirty. Next week the doctor
would cut open the infected hand,
usually he did not have time to
bother about it, The job would then
be left to me.
Diarrhea and Cuts

About three weeks later I had a
great many cases of stomach ache
on my hands. Day after day they
would come pouring in, They would
complain of a heavy feeling, no
bowel movement, dizziness, and
other symptoms. I called the doe-
tor’s attention to this. “Give them
C.C. pil}s,” he would say. “But I
have, they do not seem to have any
eect,” I would answer. “Well, .then
give them an enema.” Day after
day my “enema” squad would come
for treatment., It became worst
later on. It they did not have con-
stipation they would have diarrhea.
The doctor didn’t seem to under-
stand it, but I did. It was the food
they were handing out. This food
wag cooked by fellows who never
cooked before. 'They did not clean
the big aluminum pots thoroughly.
They were slovenly and Qirty.

I had among my supplies a small
alcohol burner used to sterilize the
instruments. I became friendly
with the provision sergeant and ob-
tained sugar, coffee, milk. The
eggs I got from the village, and
Dennis and I used to have our own
breakiast and supper in the First
Aid tent. You can bet I did not
get sick. One day a fellow jumped
into a three foot deep brook, some-
onc had previously thrown a milk
bottle iiito it. The boy got a deep
cut (arterial). He had bled con-
siderably. When I got to him he
was as white as if he were dead. I
used a tourniquet and adhesive tape
to close the cut. I changed the
bandage twice a day. When the
doctor found this out he scolded
me. That was the limit, The next
y I came home, :
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More Truth Than Poetry
AR is more than a subject| for street corner debate. It is a flagrant
reality that may impress its brutal heel on the world at any
moment. So frequent have been the references to war that many look
on war talk as a persistent case of crying “Wolf.” Yepar after year
repeated speeches and articles have pointed to the danger of war—with-
out any war breaking. But we do cry “Wolf” again—this time we can

smell his flesh and hear his growl, Our aries may have contrib-
uted to keeping him away. He is too hungry now to be scared away

To act the shepherd, and smile in disconcern, will be

by mere noise.
fatal.

Nobody can foretell the moment on which war will tear loose. But,
just as sure as the capitalists cannot solve their difficulties peacefully,
will war come. No longer is even a pretense made. What the capital-
ists have long known, is now unconcealed—WAR MUST COME. The
capitalists bave known that, and have prepared. They have built a
tremendous military machine capable of mowing down millions of
worker-goldiers. France, Germany, England, Italy, Japan, the United
States make no bones about their preparation. Even the delusiveprom-
ises of peace grow weaker. In return our promises of struggle grow
stronger.

But promises do not suffice. France relies on her Rhine fortifica-
tions. Italy on her vast trained reserve. Japam on her seapower. Ger-
many, England, the United States, and all, on trained man power sup-
plemented by gigantic military organization. What shall we rely on?
Only on the man power of working class strength—supplemented by
orgamization, CLARITY, ACTION. We bhave little time in which to
ajccomplish our task, little time to organize. Greater the necessity,
therefore, for haste and accuracy.

In Europe the atmosphere duplicates that of 1913. Before all the
working class organizations rests uppermost the problem of war. 'With
all the world embroiled in it, war has taken the place of fascism as the
central concern of the working class. In every section war occupies the
center of discussion. Our European brothers are serious. They know
what is before them. They realize thé dire need of preparation and
decision—or defeat, fascism, murder. Some falsely toy with the idea
of defending a “‘democratic” country at war with a fascist state. Noth-
ing could be more detrimental, nothing could be more symptomatic or
inviting, of betrayal. Fascist or “democfatic,” the ocapitalist state is
equally well the opponent of the working class, equally responsible for
wars. Capitalist rivalries, capitalist hatred of the Soviet Union, make
war. Only capitalism’s destruction can prevent and eliminate war.

Twenty years ago the revolutionary youth meeting at Berne, Switz-
erland, blazed the path of international organization against war. Again
we must act. Again have the existing youth interhationals failed us.
Again must we initiate international organization. While our adult
comrades move toward the formation of the FOURTH INTERNATION-
AL, we must strengthen the first steps toward a NEW YOUTH INTER-
IﬂATIONAL. The National Committee of the Spartacus Youth League
has addressed a letter to the International Bureau of Revolutionary
Youth Organizations calling for an international conference in Decem-
ber. The conferece must meet before the whirlpool of war hysteria is
on us. Jingo propaganda will be unexampled in the coming war. The
working class will be herded into the trenches under attractive slogans.
Against war on the march’ to proletarian victory, with CLARITY
and ACTION—FORWARD TO THE NEW YOUTH INTERNATIONAL.

T T
The Student Strike

HE National Student Strike against War brought out many thou-
Tsands of students in protest demonstration. It was indicative of a
large anti-war sentiment. Yet it gave no guarantee, exen to the extent
that guarantees are possible, of effective opposition to imperialist war.

The whole character of the strike organization, dominated as it was
by Stalinists, through the National Student League, and Socialists,
through the Student League for Jndustrial Democfacy, displayed a
fundamental capitulation to the most backward elements in the student
body, who actually set the tone of the demonstration as they did last
year.

Both N.S.L. and S.L.I.D. pay verbal allegiance to the leadership of
the working class, but act as though they go no further than
that “recognition.” Often have we pointed to the fact that students do
not as a bod - represent the working class, that] students have to be won
to the sid¢ of the working clasy and taught to. accept its leadership.
So far as the N.S.L. and the S.L.I.D., and the Young Communist League
and Youns Peoples Socialist League for which they are student stooges,
are concerned, thig has made no impression,

No better occasion than the student strike has presented itself to
demonstrate a practical acceptance of working class leadership, In
accord. with that the Spartacus Youth League proposed a properly con-
stituted united front (not one that proposes through alliance with paci-
fiste to eliminate wars forever—even class wars presumably) of work-
ing class youth organizations to the Young Communist League and the
Young People's Socialist League. The latter, who are geniuses at con-
fusionist hodge-podges, were so overcome at the sight of a revolutionary
proposal which would have mobilized workers’ support for a specific
student action, as part of the general struggle against imperialist wan,
that they failed to reply to the proposal of the S.Y'L. Unless, of course,
we misjudge them. It may be they cannot recognize a revolutionary
proposal when they see one.

There ig no doubt, we repeat, that the demonstration was an im-
pressive sight. Beyond that it held no promise of greafi significance.
As with last year’s strike, it came and went—hnd will repeat itself
next year if no war intervenes in the meantime. Let us be honest. Many
of those who demonstraked in all gincerity will be partisans of the war
when it comes, as was the case in 1917. The others will be in the
trenches, be they partisans of the war or not. Hence the particular
need of CLARITY in ACTION. Hence, the need of consistent edueation.

Any united front can’ only succeed within well defined limits, in
the solution of a precise task. Beyond that political organization and
program must continue where the function of the united front ends.
In other words, the place of every young worker and every young stu-

dent is in the organization dedicated to revolutionary education and

practice—the Spartacus Youth League.
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Go West,
YoungMan,
Go West

This famous statement from the
mouth of Horace Greeley, not many
decades ago, sent thousands of
youths west in search of economic
security. In those day of capitalist
development, a vast undeveloped
west awaited the arrival of these
victims of the “depression”. Today,
with the decay of capitalism, this
same idea is injected in the minds
of the youth. There is no room for
expangion, and the youth in their
wild search for security find a solid
black wall of despair and unem-
ployment.

Turn to the west, north, south
and east—millions of unemployed
waiting for a meagre existence
from the government. Where to go?
What to do? Two hundred thou-
sand youth ask this question as they
slowly come to the realization that
capitalism hag cast them out of so-
ciety. Two hundred thousand youth
are awakening to the fact that life
for them is nothing more than a
freightyard and a transient camp.
Some of our progressive republicans
will indignantly reply that this sit-
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uation does not exist. Let us visit
country, be it New York, Chicago,
Fort Worth or Los Angeles:

A cold black night, a threatening
sky, groups of shivering bodies
huddled around smouldering flames
excitedly waiting for the road hog-
ger. .It is due out any minute;
already the switch engines are shut-
ting off their head lamps. The dim
glow of the firey reflect upon the
faces of the “bums”, The major-
ity of them have not yet acquired
sufficient beard growth to shave—
their ages range from fourteen to
twenty.

Hop the Freights

Two short shrieks, the signal for
“highball”, a thunderous roar from
the engine as it pulls its ecargo,
¢ach car moves after a terrific jerk.
The train moving along slowly
geems to shout its superiority over
the small yard engines, the yard
engines seem to puff acknowledge-
ment. We try to hide in the near
by brush to escape the glaring light
from the engine’'s road lamp, yet
its powerful light shines on us,
seeming to tell the railroad bulls,
“There they are.”

The engine passes and we see an
almost endless stream of box cars.
A few of the more excited boys
dash out, catching on to a gondola
car. Some of the more experienced
“tramps” know that the gondola is
too close to the engine to ride in
‘comfort, the cinders will drop all
over them. The train picks up
speed and we slowly string out like
so many antg climbing aboard, A
mad dash for empty reefers (where
the ice is packed). We know it is
going to be a cold ride and we do
not want to ride on top. When we
have all found reefers and we set-
tle down to an all-night ride; that
ig, if the bull at the next division
does not chase us off,

The conversation starts, “Where
yuh headin’ fer?” “Me, I'm goin’ up
to Springfield, I hear they got a

good transient camp there.” “Where
you goin'?” “I'm headin’ to the

a freightyard in any part of the.

The Red Reader

The State in Theory and Practice
by Harold J. Laski (The Viking
Press, New York, $3.00) sheds a
good deal of cool blue light on
the nature of the state. The author
is u well known writer on political
geience ‘who started his teaching
career when he was but twenty-one.
Since that time he has come to the
torefront as one of the most bril-
liant political thinkers of the Eng-
lish speaking world,

The State may be represented as
a2 mammoth rickshaw pulled by
millions of coolies, who may be re-
garded as the bulk of the popula-
tion, the working class. The fel-,
lows who wield the whips, or, as
the Marxist expresses it, the ruling
elass, are vitally interested in go-
ing to a destination which we may
call Greater Wealth. They are in-
terested in getting there as swiftly
and with as little trouble as pos-
sible. Well, at first the road is
reasonably smooth and lined with
#n abundance of marigolds.

The Mandarins, or the capitalists,
shout down to the coolies, in order
to make them travel faster, that
everything is fine and dandy and
there will be enough of the good
things in life for all who work
hard. In fact, they will occasion-
ally even reward a coolie who is
especially humble and willing by
taking him off the road and putting
him up on the seat with the mas-
ters. Then they will continually
point to him ag an example of what
happens to the hard-working and
loyal coolie who will be exception-
ally good and help the masters
with such little services as some-
times kicking a protesting fellow-
worker in the shins, or other
places, and reporting those who ob-
ject too strencously. The rest of
the coolies, who meanwhile are be-
coming increasingly impolite as the
road gets harder and harder and
they are receiving less and less,
call this type of coolie scab or spy.
(By the way, I forgot to mention
that every once in a while a bit of
the wealth, which the capitalist
class carries with it, will drip over
the side and an agile coolie or one
who happens to be strategically sit-
uated, will grab it and then buy a
place in the Rickshaw. The Marx-
ist calls them the petty bourgeoisie.
However, as the capitalists fight
among themselves, the stronger de-
vouring the weaker, these little
fellows get it in the neck first and
they are generally thrown back to
work as coolies.)

In the early stages, too, the Mas-
ters in the Rickshaw may even pre-
tend that they are very kind and
gentle indeed. They will say to
the coolies, “You want to go Here
and you want to go There, don’t
yvou?' They will say this over and
over again because they own the
megaphones, etc. Some persons who
insist upon using big words call
these the instrements of effective
propaganda: the press, radio, mov-
ing picture producing companies,
and so on. Well, by the time
they're through the coolies some-
what weakly answer, “All right.
Let's go Here or let’s go There.”
The privilege given to the coolies
of gaying “All right” ig called by
these same big-worded Marxists
bourgeois democracy.

Now, we omitted something at
the start of this. We should have
mentioned that there were a few

transient over at Topeka. Yuh get
chicken and ice cream on Sunday.”

From transient camp to transient
camp these youth travel, demoral-
ized, slowly degenerating, victims
for a Fascist army.

The Spartacus Youth must take
up the battle of the transient youth,
surely the condition of any section
of the working class is not nearly
as aggravating as the condition of
the transient youth. Then we must
bring forward the slogans: Homes
for the Homeless Youth, not Tran-
sient Camps. All Funds for the
Youth to be Handled by Youth Rep-
resentatives, We Spartacans must
feel the responsibility of organizing
these youth, or we will later feeel
the guns of the Fascist horde, re-
cruited from the same youth,

THEIR FIGHT IS OUR FIGHT,

great big Rickshaws. And these
Rickshaws run by different masters
also fight among themselves in
order to get to the gold piles first.
If you like, you may call this im-
perialist war. Well, as the gold
piles become fewer and fewer,
things become more and more ex-
citing and the Masters become more

.desperate to get what they can.

The coolies are given less and
less to get along on and many of
them get very, very hungry. Some
of the more intelligent and auda-
cious start asking what is it all
about anyway and why are we
pulling the damned Rickshaw?
When the Masters again allow the
coolies to say ‘“All right” to what
these same Masters do, they are
likely to receive an overwhelming
“Nuts!” for an answer. Therefore,
these fellows not being so dumb,
gtop asking the coolieg for an “All
right.,” They just ply the whip a
good deal harder and shoot the
coolies who raise too much of a
rumpus. This is what is called
Fascism. The best slave driver is
called a Hitler or a Missolini.

However, the coolies become more
closely knit together in their work
aad suffering. The more courag-
eous teach the backward how to act
and all of a sudden with one mighty
swoop they all together throw up
the guiding shafts of the Rickshaw
and fling the Masters sprawling in-
to the mud on their faces. (P. S.
This is called revolution. You get
the idea?)

—S. L. SOLON

ON THE STEM

WAITING FOR NOTHING. By
Tom Kromer. New York., Alfred
E. Knopf. $2.00.

Tom Kromer is only twenty-eight,
but he is an old man waiting for
death.. When he was twenty-three
he went west to find work in the
wheat fields of Kansas., Before
that he had been a glass-blower, a
proof-reader, and, after three years
at college, a teacher in the moun-
tain schools of West Virginia., In
the last five years he has lived a
lifetime. There was no work in
Kansas, no work in California, no
work anywhere, so he took to the
road and became a ‘“‘stiff,”

He writes of his wanderings
tersely and vividly, He does not
whine. He does not philosophize.
He does not even attempt to tell a
story. The incidents are discon-
nected like flashes in the delirium
of a sick man. We never learn
what becomes of Karl, who will al-
ways be hungry because he writes
of starving babies and men who
tramp the streets in search of
work; of Werner, the artist, who
cannot sell his pictures because all
the people have a hungry look in
their eyes; of Yvonne, whose
thoughtful landlady put a double
bed in her room: “because if the
beds in the rooms were not double
there would be no use for the hot-
plate.” It is doubtful whether
Kromer himself knows what bhas
become of them. Like himself they
are human flotsam and jetsam
drifting on a tide of chance.

The men of whom he writes be-
long to no class. You can't start
a revolution with stiffs: “When a
stiff’s gut is empty, he hasn’t got
the guts to start anything. When
his gut is full, he just doesn’t see
any use in raising hell.” His lan-
guage, likewise is of no class or
category. It is the larguage of a
stiff—he might have been anything
or nothing., Life and language both
have been reduced to the least
common denominator.

And so he waits. He hasn’t the
guts to ding a man, his gun sticks
in his pocket when he tries to hold
up a bank. He sits on a curb and
waits—for three hots and a flop.
There's mo use turning the corner
—it’s just another blind alley.

The theme of this book will be
novel only to those who are gtill
removed from the suffering and-de-
vastation of the depression, but as
a vivid and authentic account of
the road it will recommend itself
to all. Its weakness lies in its
purely negative approach to life,
but if ecarefully supplemented it

OUR FIGHT IS THEIR FIGHT. | will be highly instructive.

~—AL FURTH
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Not Last,
But Next,
Says Sam

Dear Editor:

Please don’t write an article on
the first World wWar of the sort I've
read every year and in almost all
left-wing papers. The reason is
this: almost everybody, with the
possible exception of the Daughters
of the American Revolution and the
Columbian Order, seems to agree
with you.

Even the Hearst papers now put
on an appearance of understanding
what the war was fought for. From
my own observation and from what
my younger sister tells me, the
schools have come round to the
conclusion that the war was fought
for profits. Practically every ‘lib-
eral,” intelligent fellow you meet
nowadays is ready to admit the
same thing.

That is, they're ready to admit it
when you talk about the first World
War. But the next? Then it’'s a
different story.

1 suspect it’s always worked that
way. The most recent war (after
a lapse of 10 or 20 years) is dis-
covered to have been a colossal
fake out of which the big-shots
back home coined milliong at the
expense of the workers and farm-
ers. But the next war? Welllll!
“0. K.,” they say. “It’s true Hearst
and the meat-canning trust and the
sugar barons sucked our blood and
turned it into profits then, BUT:
isn’t the Hun intent on destroying
democracy, and didn’t he invade
Belgium, and isn't THIS a ‘war
to save democracy?’ And so on.

That’s what’s happening now. I
have before me a cold list called:
SOME FACTS ON THE FIRST
WORLD WAR.

I suspect that the figures won't
mean much to people who read
them, first, because they're figures,
and secondly, because the figures
are so big. You read that 10,000,000
soldiers were killed and you say:
“Twk, tsk, tsk. Ten million!” And
the whole sum has less meaning for
you than the blazing news that
Steve was shot and killed, and Wil-
lie fatally wounded by the cops as
they picketed the Goodyear plant.
You knew Steve and Willie ever
since all three of you bummed your
way into Akron seven years ago,
and the bitter fact of their death
is something very real. Ten mil-
lion Steves!

20 million more wounded. € mil-

lion prisoners or missing, ‘which
means that half of the latter were
never found again. 28 million civ-
jlians wiped out, 9 million orphans
left, 10 million left homeless. . . .

Where did all the blood and shat-
tered bone and hunger and suffer-
ing go?

More facts of the first World ‘War.
For every casualty in the war a
profit of about $12,000 was made by
the capitalist class. I wish you'd
read that statement again, Comrade
Editor.

Now the “millions” begin to have
meaning. The whole story of the
capitalists’ desperate struggle for
markets and territory takes on
flesh and blood. You begin to see
the shape of modern imperialist fin-
ance capital wading hip-deep in
gore in a mad scramble for profits
as the stock-ticker taps out the
news that profit-percentages are go-
ing up and up and up and are going
to range up to 3,000 per cent before
the war is over.

When the war is over, and the
figures of the dead and wounded are
peing compiled, there is already on
record in Washington the fact that
the number of millionaires in this
country has tripled to a total of
25,000.

But the next war? Wellll- Did
wvou read one particular amendment
offered to the conscription bill now
up hefore Congres's:? It prohibits
service of drafted troops on foreign
goil unless essential to “repel” in-
vasion of the United States. The
quotes are mnot my own; I
found them in the original news ac-
count. And the meaning is, that
future Steves and Willies will trav-
el 6 or 7 thousand miles to Japan,
for instance, to discover if the Jap-
anese are preparing to invade us,

(Continued on Page 6)
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I COVER THE WAR FRONT

Reich Raises Arms

‘What has long been known has
at last been made public. In rapid
sSuccession La Dame San Merci
(Hitler to you) decreed universal
military conscription, a larger navy
and more efficient air-force (which
gort of has Britain in a dither), and
wound up by definitely repudiating
Versailles Treaty. Link this with
reports that the Hero of the Beer
Parlor Putech demanded of Simon,
British representative, the -Polish
Corridor for Soviet Ukraine—and
what do you get? At the conversa-
tions with Simon, Hitler, who, pexr-
ish the thought, wouldn’t think of
war, affirmed that the Soviet Union
“imperilg the peace of Europe”. ln
short, La Fuehrer aims to win the
support of the other imperialist
powers, who have reason to mis-
trust him for their own interests,
in a concerted attack on the Soviet
Union.

We have it on the authority of
no less a person than Walter Win-
chell that what has the Allied
powers in a panic is a new gas,
manufacturered by the man behind
Naziism, Thyssen, which would kill
everybody in London or Paris or
Rome in two bombings. In France
Minister of State Herriot has
charged Germany with building 76
mile guns. Moreover, Germany is
buying textiles and cotton waste
heavily in ¥rance at 20 percent
above the market price, Textiles
and cotton waste are used in arms
production. Further, the U.S.S.R.
hears that Bast Prussia is being
fortified. Trench systems and arms
stores have been erected in the
Maginian Lakes region.

Bxclusive of aviation, navy,
storm troop and labor camp men,
the Reich army is now about 880,
000. To these could be added a
trained police force of 280,000 men,
and 200,000 well-trained members
of special defense divisions. Behind
these there will be 1,890,000 Storm
Troopers and labor camp recruits,
usable as reserves. None of the
protests at the. conscription plan
pleased Hitler one bit. As Goering
put it, “no one could have dared
hope that the Fuehrer would so
quickly realize his high aim of giv-
ing back to the Reich and nation
their honor wand freedom (?).”
What could be finer than that!

Why Germany should want a
strong Baltic fleet, outside of its
use as a point of operation against
Russia, is revealed in the Memel
affair. Hitler, who has never mur-
dered anybody, is foaming at the
mouth at the barbarism of the Lith-
uanians in hanging four Memel
Nazis. The Nazis claim Memel as
properly belonging to them, and
they mean to get it. It is an ex-
tremely important port now regu-
lated by the League of Nations.
War hysteria is being fomented by
the Nazi propaganda machine, Will
this be the spark for a new world
slaughter?

England Acts in
“Defense”

Immediately preceding Hitler’s
diplomatic cold, Britain issued its
“White Paper”. Declaring its loss
of faith in peace pacts (at least
it is ahead of Litvinov and Stalin
who still have their faith) the
British Government, leader in all
disarmament talk, announced a
new defense policy. Army esti-
mates show an increase over last

year of 10 percent, to a total of
43,500,000 pounds ($208,000,000—all
figures given in dollars are approx-
imate) and an increase in person-
nel to 152,200 trom 149,500. Navy
expenditures: will reach $300,000,-
00U, an increase over 1934 of $16,-
625,000. This makes a total in ail
branches, army, air and navy of
$590,187,600, with an increase of
$50,000,250. Increases for the air
force are expected to reach $14,-
250,000. Britain is particularly
concerned with her air force, so
rearful is she of an gerial attack.
The air force, which ranks as Brit-
ains first line of strength, compris-
es 1,020 machines, will reach 1,170
by the end of 1935, and 1,310 by the
end of 1936.

Is it a wonder, then, that the
arms industry in Hngland reports
a rise? Vickers Armstrong Ltd.
doubled its profits in 1934, reaping
a net profit of 357,000 pounds. This
does not include the profit of her
subsidiary, the English Steel Corp.
The entire combine reported a pro-
fit of 613,000 pounds as dgainst
543,000 pounds in 1938.

France Polishes
Front

France is not merely relying on
her new friend, who has always
stood for the revision of the Ver-
sailles Treaty but is now willing
to defend it, in the event of war.
With her eye on German arming,
the French Chamber of Deputies
voted to add one year onto the al-
ready existing year of compulsory
military service. You see, the birth
rate sort of declined while the
French soldiers were sacrificing
their lives for the defense of cul-
ture, leaving a shortage of shoot-
able males. Two new 35,000 ton
battleships are also planned—so’s
the French youth can have the ben-
efit of sea air.

No sooner had Hitler announced
his repudiation of the Versailles
Treaty than,6 France proceeded to
prepare her war front. Troops from
the Italian frontier were brought
up to man the Rhine fortifications.
Without discussion, 19,000,000 francs
were voted in the Chamber to pay
for premiums for re-enlistments in
the army, increasing thereby the
effectiveness of the standing army.

Italians Put on Move

If the Italian mothers don’t start
giving birth they’ll drive Mussolini
to despair. Things are happening
hot and fast, and Italian patriots
simply refuse to keep up with their
quota, despite all the inducements
of the Corporate State (and what
baby wouldn't want to be born in
sunny Black Shirt-land?). There
must be treason somewhere. And
just when Il Duce has two fronts
on his hands!

Two divisions of 35,000 men hav-
ing left to reinforce the border
guard in Somaliland, Mussolini be-
gan to mass troops for service in
Kurope. 250,000 soldiers of the
class of 1911 have been called into
active service. Proudly an official
communique announced on Febru-
ary 25 that the Italian army has
a reserve of 7,000,000 men. On
March 28, a third division was hint-
ed at for African service. Vast
quantities of war supplies have
been sent to Africa. The whole
nature of the Italian army is being
changed. It is being reorganized
for adaptation to
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torization, for example, of the cav-
alry. “Powerful machine guuns,
grenade’ motors, light and heavy
tanks are being manufactured in
great quantities and will be distrib-
uted in the spring” (N. Y. Times,
March 29). Super-bombing planes,
capable of carrying 3,300 pounds
of explosives are being built. 800
men, instead of 400, will be trained
as aviators this year.

“Neither we nor any one can fore-
see when war is likely to break
out, but it is safe to predict it will
break out suddenly after only a
few days of diplomatic tension”.
There, in the words of the Under-
Secretary of War before the Italian
Senate, you have a true apprecia-
tion of war developments. Musso-
lini, long preparing for territorial
and market expansion, does not
propose to let anyone have it over
him, no more than do the French,
American, English or German cap-
italists, As the mobilization of the
1911 class indicates, the Duce is
shaping his European front with
the approval of France. The Giorn-
ale Drltalia, reflecting government
opinion, asked on March 21, several
days after the publication of Hit-
ler’'s move, that Austria, Hungary
and Bulgaria be relieved of the
arms restrictions imposed in the
Vergailles Treaty.

Under the impact of European
fireworks, the African affair be-
tween Haile Selassie and Il Duce
appears to have grown quiet. The
calm is nevertheless deceptive. The
Italian troops, and the fifty planes
that flew to Africa, went prepared
tor at least six-months service.
Fighting is impractical before May,
the current season being rainy.
and charges, in return, that Italian

Japs Jilt British

‘While the Empire of the Rising
Sun keeps a “disinterested” eye on
European affairs, she proceeds
steadily with her intrenchment in
Asia and the Pacific. On March the
House of Peers passed finally on a
47 percent allocation of a $600,-
000,000 budget to the army and
navy, marking the largest military
appropriation in the nation’s his-
tory. 490,000,000 yen ($142,000,000)
will go to the army, and 530,000,000
yen (about $154,000,000) to the
navy. The total, $296,000,000, is
slightly higher than we estimated
in the last issue.

It is a great gratification to the
Japanese warlords, who have just
completed the purchase of the Chin-
ese Hastern Railway from Soviet
Russia, that European attention is
occupied. Their own little activi-
ties constitute one of the principal
sore (war) spots. Replying to a
British protest, the Japanese For-
eign Office declared the open door
policy (whereby each nation has
equal trading rights). invalid in
Manchukuo. This gives to Japan
a monopoly over oil produced in
Manchukuo, one of the world’'s
main sources of supply. British
companies, and American compan-
ies who have also protested but
have not as yet been answered, will
have to accept the monopoly, though
not without a struggle as the New
York Times correspondent,. Hugh
Byas, suggests. The same corres-
pondent writes that: “The inside
history of the affair, if and when it
is published, will reveal that the
change (from an open door policy)

that has occurred has been due to

movement—mo- the army's discovery that Manchu-
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THE CABBIE

“Hya Sally, Make it java and a twister.”

His hulk slides into port—

The friendly tired waitress disappears—

the coffee cup looks up—
And the shiny urn whistles—
“Nah. No paper.

A giddy smile now plays his face
Union buttons in his cap

—gome driver this is not july and even huttong may

grow old
Like
suits,
shoes,
coats

Not while I'm workin'.”
The pale lip bitten kid removes away

will he age and
“Hya Sally Java
Forever?

and must be changed

holler
‘'n a twister. . ..

9.

It's sort of dumb to be in luck

With

Driving your guts in the gutters by night
a black and twister

on the hour

And a friendly wistful tired counter girl
and your signal light

And kids at home just sleepin’

And a wash woman in your bed
She sure got old kind of quick
And you navigatin’ a cab

And you're lucky to be working.

—AL RUSSEL

kuo is not secure unless oil is made
a state monopoly operated by Jan-
anese capital.”  Oil, be it remem-
bered, has more than onceé been re-
sponsible for war—just look at
South America.

Do not however believe that Jap-
aw’s intent is simply to remain se-.
cure within the confines of her
present territory. Not by a long
shot. Since we last wrote, Japan
has firmly conquered a good slice
of Mongol territory. ‘‘Before any-
thing turther can be done toward
so-called rapprochement with the
Chinese leaders their party and.
people must come out in the light
of day upon the broad highway

‘upon which there is only one sign

post and one placard, which reads,
‘China can't get along without
Japan; Japan can’t progress peace-
fully without China.'” Thus spoke
a- spokesman of the Japanese lega-
tion at Shanghai on Feb. 15. His
words must have sunk in, A little
more than two weeks later General
Chiang Kai-shek expressed his
amity., But wait until Uncle Sam
and John Bull hear about this—
particularly when for so many
years the general supported, and
was supported by, American finance.
Even before that it was reported
that an “Anglo-U. S. Entente on
Far East Is Seen”. .. . Wasghing-
ton, you should recall, is also con-
cerned with Japanese aggression,
and presence in the Pacific isles.

China Gets ‘“‘L.oan”

Not for some time have we de-
voted a separate item to China’s
woes. What makes us do so this
month is the concern which has
been shown for poverty stricken
Chinag (ain’t it nice of them!) by
the  more forutnate brethren of
the capitalist realm. A Hongkong
despatch (New York Times, Feb-
ruary 15) informs .us that Japan
would force a loan on China, un-
solicited at the time. “Such a loan
would have political and economic
provisos that would eut deeply into
other foreign interests in China and
put at Japan’s disposal latent
wealth in the event that the strug-
gle over trade supremacy should
lead to Japanese warfare with any
of the major powers."”

But, hold your seats, folks—the
British and Yanks are coming. On
Feb. 26 a London despatch report-
ed a ‘“rapidly growing feeling in
this country that something should
be done soon to help China finan-
cially”—to curb Japan, and to pre-
serve the open door. On March 7
official expression was given in
Washington to possible assistance
in international efforts to aid
China, Japan then declared it
didn't want to hog the show, and
would join in international action
“as long as such action benefits
China and contributes to peace in
the Far East”,

Alas, it is not the first time that
the “friendly powers” have made
loans to China and other semi-col-
onial countries. In fact, it is quite
a system. It generally results in
firmer imperialist control over the
nation’s economic and political
life, and, in China, continued divi-
sion of the country (and ecruder
persecution of Communists)—and it
does not lessen the war danger.

Uncle Sam Spends

Never let it be said that our
country is not first in peace and
war. Last month, in printing the
president’s budget request for mili-
tary appropriations, we .underesti-
mated the generosity of Congress by
almost $20,000,000 (you see, we had
our eye on all the haggling over
the hill for unemployment relief.)
As finally passed, $401,998,179 is
granted the army—the navy budget,
which we listed last month as $489,-
871,347, is yet to come before both
houses. An increase in enlisted
personnel  from 118,000 men to
165,000 men is authorized. $4,452,-
100 goes to the R.0,T.C.; and 32,
000,000 goes for training about
30,000 ecivillang in  the C.M.T.C.
The organized reserves get $6,000,-
000. All this while Senator Nye's
committee debates whether all the

(Continued on Page 7)
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Young Guys

Dear Editors:

1ve been looking thru some of
ihe radical papers for ‘young work-
ers’ and I'm getting ‘kind of tired
vemg written about. I don't mean
me, myseif, personally, but the guys
in my boots who has to support
themselves. Vhat are you fellows
always preaching about? You're
always telling us what to do, not
you in particular, but all of you
walk about the Young workers as
if they were tin soldiers and not
human. Every fellow has his own
way of looking at things, and if a
guy goes out to picket he doesn't
think it's because he is a young
worker, but because he doesn’t
want some fink to take his job.
And if he takes a rap, it's not be-
cause le's a militant young revo-
lutionist or the likes, maybe tho
it's ali right to give him the name,
put because the fink wouldn't listen
to reason, and the cops came in.

iIf you got some room, I'd like
to say a few words to the fellows
ke myself. Just this, fellows.
what do you want? You workin’'?
How much do you make? 12 bucks
per week?
you got? Well like it? If we pulks
had brains we wouldn't take what
our fat friends handed us. Out
here we hadsour time of it. I guess
you heard of 574 alright. (The
union that led the famous drivers’
gtrike in Minneapolis—Id.) We
gave those screwbums a run for
their money and made 'em like it.

I was out to Ford's yesterday.
1 think the bum bought up the
street car system and  spread a
rumor he was gonna hire (don't
take it too seriously, now). There
were a couple of hundred guys out
there. Weli the fat boy's heel pokes
his head out and pipes up, ‘“No
hiring today, men.” Some guy
calls out. "Hey, is that the New
Deal.” Well we all laughed. It's
a good joke but there’s sense to it.
Weli, there was another 15e car-
fare gone to hell, and where can
you get dough these days, you can't
save any oun the job. The N.R.A,
{ tiought that it was going to do
something. The forgotten man:
that old gimpty who smiles like a
coked up Hap-jack artist never met
him. How could he forget him?
when we tried organizing they
bounced us and we would have
stayed on our fannies in the gutter
it we didn’t pull thru with a union.

But even that isn’t always
enough., There’s always somebody
going  out of busjness and then
you're on the hunt again. So I
was up to lord’s. And then if I
land a booking., The old wolves
come running down the line, “Come
on boys, we need production, a
little pep,” and the old chain comes
a rodin’ .aster and faster till you're
groggy, but you can't let up, you
can’t rest. And there's another
angle,

in a place like that you gotto be
organized. What do you want, when
the wolf comes up and sneers, ‘you
guys were bellyaching about cold
dogs outside when you wanted a
job, and now its too hot for you,
too fast, you can’t take it.” You
want to poke him one, and then
tnere's a night stick thru your ribs,
and you're in the gutter and no-
thing accomplished.

Let them cail me red, green or blue,
there’s nobhody can tell me youll
get served on silver 1or the asking.
Serapping, is the pass word. And
if they call me an alien, this that
or the other, let them. My folks
was pushing down the prairie out
here when they were busy scalping,
not Indians, but their feilow beings.

Furthermore, I don’'t give a coy-
ote yell if you're white dirty, black
or brown. 1 waut to know, are you
union or are you fink? Hey Greek,
you work jor a living? Well waké
up, get your pals together and talk
the works over. Hey wop, hey
mick, hey sweds, hey jew boyhey
bohunk, hey dark boy, what the
hells- the difference where a guy is
born, we all got to bow down and
get our fannies kicked and do; until
we wise up. In my opinion, it isn’t
a question of what boat you came
oyver on, the mayflower or a tramp
liner; the question is, {lnk or un-
ion; Bull artist or scrapper.,

Yours truly,
A. R. BELLAMY

What kind of hours

A Few Pages From tizeLifé
Of Our War-Lord, Franklin
D. Roosevelt—And Haiti

1B.ood and suguar and castor oil
muxe a4 Sirange mixture. et no
worker, uo student, 1o revoluciomist
can read toe nwstory of Haiti, the
ricu iste of the west 1udies, with-
vul shlelling the aroma of tnis mar-
veluus  eluuision rismg  arom  the
wdrk pages. 1f you want o see ihe
Late or Alericaun
daged, without ULncle Sam’'s Mask
oI mg brotoerty love, go read how
JAtle Haltl was rovoed and crusaed
ulLier the sweel fists or wall Street.
£ 0ol e tidar of Kranknn rKoose-
velt wacK to the dawn of his career,
veiule hie ever dreamed of the "New
peal , 0 wagecuts and war, wien
e suowed tue spreadeagle bhankers
waal he was their raithfuwe slave un-
L death,

foe marines landed in Haiti in

July 1vio while wordy ;Woodrow
v 1ls0l was pursuing nis poliey o
watentul waidng' and “splendid
aeacrality © with respect to the im-
perialist contest in lurope. ‘Lhe
.euthernecks came w sateguard the
general domain” of Umrted S.ates
cupltal according to the creed later
prociaimed py Calvin  Coolidge.
(\-rue person and.property of the
AL are a parv oI cne general
whimaik 0f Lhe nation, even when
aproad.”’)

Haiti was invaded not to protect
the prantutions or tne casilor seed
wiigs, the panana barouns, the roy-
aity of rubber, not Lo Keep watch
over the bank branches of ne
douse of Morgan—oh no: the gun-
pouts were only there to take care
or American riches, your gold and
mine. 1n Qctober, Assistant Secre-
.ary of the Navy Koosevest, the
priltiant cousin of Big Stick Teddy,
(e tuier or Panama, telegramed to
Admiral Caperton: “wihenever the
naitiang wish, you may permit the
election of a president to take
prace. The elecuaon of wvartiguen-
ave 1s preferred by the united
Ntates.” (Not wall Street—no, sav-
age reader, Washington, D. C.)

The dashing Dartiguenave was
chosen chief bureaucrat of tie free
ald muependent repubiie of Hase,
admiral caperton coud report back
o tne pet, politician of New- Yorks
National City Bank: 'I'he marines
inave landed and have the situation
weil 1 nand., Not long after $500,-
JUU (live hundred thousand) of
Haiil's gate mouey was "well 'in
hand” and vault ‘ot the National
City Bank.

In October 1917 H. . Davis, a
dea.er in castor seed, announced in
e Pan Amervican Magazine: "The
aevelopment of  the agricultural
ands of Huaiti to their full excent
will not be accomplished, however,
antil aster the repeal of Articie Nix
of the Haitian Constitution. . All in-
welligent Haitians who really desire
Jie regeneration of their country
agriculturally must see that this
provision of their constitution,
which prohibits the ownership of
.and by foreigners, must be elimin
«ted beiore they can expect the
realization or the full potential val-
we of their lands.” This clause
which prevented Haitian patriots
from learning how oversea wizards
could reap the complete riches of
their native soil had been in force
trom 1803, and stayed there despite
many revisions of the judiciary
code. The burgessy oi Haiti had
a sidy sentimental attitude toward
it and kept cool in the face of the
fury of the castor oil princes wand
citrus fruit potentates.

Haiti Gets a New Constitution‘

80 President Dartiguenave was
much perturbed, cowering under the
cnormous frowns of the battleships
in the harbors of Haiti. He called
the legislative chambers of the state
together in solemn session to con-
sider revision of the accursed con-
gtitution once more. Brigadier
General Cole wrote home that the
heart of Haiti was passionately
against striking out the cruel
clause. He was of the hearty opin-
ion that the American ambassador
should warn the Haitians that the
United States (so!) . would mnot
stomach a constitution containing

1mperialism .

the damned clause. He went on
yecklessly ;i1 national assembly
refuses 10 heed sucn  warniig, 1o
wiil Ne ecessary to dissolve assem-
D.y €0 prevent passage. fue nun-
pol 04 MAarmes ln Hdi snould be
dwreasea Py ac wast ewghs 1ull com-
pallies [0 prevent wsvrders that
mtay I0MGW dissoiution of the as-
GollroLy (‘Lnere’s more or this
[rou.aesonle tredasure 1u e lnquiry
uo we Uccupation o Haitl and
sallo bomingo, publisned in \Wasn-
aigeon, DL C,, 1922.)

UL course bDartiguenave proumiseu
w ueclee the dissvlution of the Na-
dond. Assembly. But, when uen-
eral pusler was dispatcned to geo
we gocument of doom, he found ic
sl unsigned by the  presideunt.
sully Buoer was exasperated. Lle
nad peel msiructed to ell tne pup-
pec president twuat ir he didnt put
w8 uname to the decree the assemuly
would pe suppressed and a miliary
government “recommeuded” ror the
country. Tue aauntiess partiguen-
ave wsigned. Batuling Butier took
the plece o1 paper Lo tue hail where
ne pourgesses oI -Halti were in
congress and proclaimed, poiitely as
possiole, tne comiand to go home,
He cleared the place oi deputies
and senators and ordered guardas
stationed at the doors to siop any
more meetings.

A brand new constitucion was
dratrted py no less a statesman than
the genius-wo-be of the National Ke-
covery Act—Franklin  Roosevelt.
scarce dry from tne gweat of im-
periatist prostitution, the constitu-
tlon was laid beiore tne people ot
Haid to do with as their free wiils
pleased, it by some sublime act of
rrovidence their wills would dove-
o 1l with the wishes of wWall Street.

‘I'he constabulary of the island (of-

neered by American marines accord-
mg to a prophetic provision or the
yreaty of 1915) took charge of the
prebiscite, T'he constitution was ap-
proved almost unanmmously, A mis-
sionary, converting the dowutrod-
den heathens of Haiti from their
birthright of hatred for their tyrams
to a creed which taught them to
"Love your enemies” (Matthew, V).

‘A missionary, 1 say, testified later

that the negative votes were never
untied and only yes votes lay loose.
The good pastor was shocked to the
roots or his wits.

Irranklin Roosevelt was fated not
to receive the reward of his patri-
otic labors in proper measure until
he succeeded to the seat still warm
rrom the brawny buttocks of Her-
bert Hoover, happy Hoover whose
natred for Red Russia was only
parailelled for pasgion by his ad-
oration oi Black Italy, whose bat-
tlecries, sounded and silent, were:
A chicken in every worker’s pot; A
bullet in every hungry rebellious

e

The Starlinvg

1 went with Duff to Briceville
Along the lean, firm tracks
Around the knolls of pine land
Up to the company shacks.

And though the creeks were hum-
miug

And dreaming lay the hills

I could not breath for sorrow

Among the quiet mills,

You come out of Cage mountain,
You scuttle around the ridge

But on nary a road from Briceville
Ave the fuces as free as the hedge.

But, o, there is y good note
When men stop by to hear

0Old Duff lash up the stolid ranks
And make the lost way clear.

Here is a sky for Mondays

And a tnne for the Judgment day:
Duff! You red eyed miller,

Come pull these blinds away!

And here’s for the blonde I'll marry,
And here’s for the workers’ crew;
Duff! You big, loud starling,
What did you go and do?
—ALLEN ERICSON

soldier’s heart! The reason is not
far to seek if he knows the fright-
ful facts about the titanic struggle
of the Republican and Democratic
Parties tor the power and the priv-
ilege to serve their capitalist class
masters.
F. D. Shows Pride

At Butte, Montana, in August
1920 the charming Roosevelt con-
fidéd to a worshipping crowd:
“You know I have had something to
do with the running of a couple of
little republics. The facts are that
I wrote Haiti’s. Constitution myself,
and if 1 do say it, I think it is a
pretty good Constitufion,” And he
can on to assure his audience tha.
daiti, Santo Domingo, Panama
Juba, and the other Indian anc
_entral American free and inde
sendent democracies represented in
he League of Nations (the imper
iaiist pirates’ playground wherc
Joviel Russia revels in shame to
day) would voice no opinion in Gen-
eva which might outrage the deli-
cate sensibilities of the “United
States”.

During hig 1920 campaign War-
ren Harding (the man still stinks
of Elk Hills and Teapot Dome oil!)
remarked righteously that if he
was chosen for the White House he
would not ‘“empower an Assistant
Secretary of the Navy”—no names,
you note—“to draft a constitution
for helpless neighbors in the West
Indies and jam it down their
throats at the point of bayonets
borne by United States marines.”
(Like you-know-whom-I-mean whe
gave the precious blood of his coun-
try's youth to make the world safe
for capitalist autocracy!) The vir-
tuous Harding's speech was printed
in the New York Times on August
29, The scion of Manhattan pat-
roons and Gotham poltroons would
not condescend to reply to the back-
woods editor from Marion, Ohio.

During 5 years of leatherneck
reign in Haiti 3,250 citizens of the
dark isle were killed in more or less
frigid blood, mostly for daring to
resist the marines’ manly efforts to
make them work on the plantations
stolen from them for next to noth-
ing in wages. The leatherneck
losses were 1 officer and 12 of the
rank-and-file. If the savage reader
will not take the gentle writer’s
word for this, let him go read the
statement of Brigadier General
Barnett, in the New York Times of
Oct. 14, 1920,

A Quaint Advertisement

By the way—Here is a quaint ad-
vertisement I discovered in a yellow
copy of the old New York Globe,
issue of August 20, 1917 (while
Russia was enduring the birthpangs
of the proletarian revolution):

FORTUNE IN SUGAR
The price of labor in practical-
ly all the cane sugar growing
countries has gone steadily up
for years, except in Haiti, where
costs are lowest in the world.
Haiti Now is Under U.S. Control

The Haitian-Anjerican corpora-
tion owns the best sugar lands in
Haiti, owns railroads, wharts,
light and power plants, and is
building sugar mills of the most
modern design. There is assured
income in the public utilites and
large profits in the sugar busi-
ness. We recommend the pur-
chase of the stock of this corpor-
ation,

And so forth till nausea.

It Is F.D. R.

It is Franklin Roosevelt, the
preacher of the gospel of universal
military training (E. I. Du Pont de
Nemours & Co. admires our splend-
id specimens of American manhood
—The American Army makes men
—and Dupont makes powder)., ...

It is Franklin RRoosevelt, this man
of destiny who springs about at the
end of the string of gtate held tight
in the steel fist of Wall Street, that
I have worked to unmask before
the eyes of American labor, the
toiling youth in particular, and
shown what he is in truth—what
he was in the past.

This’n’That
in Science

RICKETS: The Cause of Columbus’
Greatiness, i

Recent archeological excavations
in Greeland indicate that rickets
was the cause of the. Norsemen
losing control of . the New World
which they discovered 500 years
before Columbus.

A Norse colony was established
and Scandinavian ships maintained
a busy commerce trading Huropean
wares for New World walrug “iv-
ory.” Ruins in which skeletons,
deformed by rickets, were found
may, however, be the clue to the
story of the eventual failure of the
settlements. The even-then-proud
Nordics refused to take the native
cod liver oil which has enabled
their despised BEskimo neighbors to
survive to the present day.

* * *

That Hitler and Co. have been
trying to rationalize scientific the-
ory to suit their pet schemes is not
news to anyone. Here is another
concrete instance of it:

The Nordic origin of German na-
tionality calls for a Nordic head—
long and narrow. But the predom-
inant head shape in Germany is
broad and flat. What to do!

The Nazi pseudo-scientists have
found thz cause: Broad heads, they
argue, come merely from the habit.
of placing babies on their backs.

May we make a suggestion to the
Nazi regime: Make it forbidden for
German babies to gleep on their
backs. Naughty German babies
caught sleeping non-Nordic should
be thrown into concentration
camps. Hail the grand victory of
politics over eugenics.

* * *
TRICK PHOTOGRAPHY

One of the main delights: of the
amaieur ‘photographer, and even
the raw amateur, is the taking of
trick piectures. Practically no skill
or experience is required, merely
a spark of humor. I1f you can hold
a1 ¢amera straight and snap a shut-
ter you're eligible to read on and
follow dircetions.

Have you a grudge against any-
one and would  like to have this
party cooped up in a bottle? I
know you would, you blood-thirsty
‘evolutionists, - Well, here’s how.
Make the villain ¢rouch down about
20 feet in front of the camera. Set
a gallon bottle about five feet in
front of the camera. See that in
the window of the camera the bot-
tle Dblocks over the arch-enemy.
Then snap the shutter and capture
the rogue; except for the devel-
oping and printing done at the
neighborhood drug-store.

But perhaps you are not angry
at anyone; it's possible and some-
times happens, and you want to
tuke a trick picture for its inherent
value. Art for arts sake.

How about a picture of a group
of heads in a circle? The bodies,
oh, they don’t count. The only use
we ever have of them is that their
empty stomachs remind us of the
class struggle. But let’s get back
to the topic. Place the camera on
the floor with the lens up. Have a
group of six or eight people make
a circle around the camera and
then maké them bow their heads
toward the center of the circle.
Another person will merely poke a
hand between somebody’s legs and
snap the shutter. And the job is
complete—except for the developing
and printing. (We'll have to ask
the science editor how to develop
and print without use of-the neigh-
borhood drug store. His advice .is
getting to he expensive.—Ed.)

Not Last, But Next -

(Continued from Page 5)
and that in the next war they will
clutter up the casualty column
while the Morgans & Co. are busy
calculating their profit-percentages. -
And it will go on forever and
forever, I suppose, until capitalism
iy torn, out by the roots, and in its
place is built up a workers’ soclety
where production for use, and not
for profit, prevails.
. That’s why I think you ought to
write not about the:first but the
coming World War.
- Comradely yours,
SAM GORDON.
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By ANNE KRACIK

(The article printed below was
written by an expelled member of
the Young Peoples Socialist
League. Written before the re-
signation of 11 young socialists
from the Y.P.S.L., and their join-
ing the Spartacus Youth League,
it presents an interesting back-
ground ‘of the situation leading to
the resignation.—HEd.)

The Young People’s Socialist
League today finds itself in bitter
conflict with the principles and pol-
icies of the.0ld Guard (Oneal,
Waldman, etc.) This crisis is par-
ticularly sharp in New York where
a split with the N. Y. Old Guard
seems extremely possible, The out-
come of the present fight in New
York might well be a pivotal point
_in.the development of the Y.P.S.I.
toward a revolutionary ~ youth
group, since the real strength of
. the Y.P.S.L. lies here (it claimg
. 1,200 members out of a national
membership of 8,000.)

1919 was the peak year of Y.P.S.
L, strength with its 10,000 members.

1919-1929 were ten years of slow
. decay, .inactivty except of a social
nature, and years of a persistent
- pernicious anemia. New York me-
~chanically controlled the League
which was of a 100 percent reform-

ist nature. Repelled by the lack of
militancy and a clear program,
many left to join the Y.C.L., includ-
ing two national secretaries. Still
‘many more were expelled because
they advocated a united front pol-
icy or were sympathetic to the idea
of dictatorship of the proletariat.
All that was healthy and thinking
in the League was either expelled
or left in disgust. The Y.C.I. lost
ity drawing powers with its
adoption of Stalinist policies. Dis-
satigfaction in the Y.P.S.L., having
no outside outlet, finally formulated
a policy of national reorganization

in 1929, touching no question of a
fundamental nature Hillquit's po-
sition that “the YLeague is primarily
.a training school for 8. P. activi-
tles and not concegned with ques-

tions of party policy” was likewise
the position of the Y.P.S.L.

Several factors combined to ex-
plain the rapid growth of the Y.P.
S.L. after 1929. Years of depression
drew many young workers to the
Y.P.S.L. due to the lack of a revo-
lutionary communist youth league.
The impact of the failures in Ger-
many and Austria raised fundamen-
tal problems. The party was in-
creasing its strength and prestige
and this had a very favorable effect
on the growth of the Y.P.S.L.. Left
sentiment was liberal and indica-
tive. The new gpirit of militancy
displayed itself in greater activity
primarily and not in ideological
clarification. There was no clear
program on the questions of war,
fagcism, trades unions, ete.

That a slow drift to the left was

YOUNG SBSPARTACUS

Where Are the Young Socialists Going?

History of Y. P. S. L. Argues Need of
Militant Policy and Organization

As Left Wing Group Joins S.Y.L.
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lutions passed and the slow dis-
placement of the Right Wingers in
office. The growing strength of the
8. P. Militants was welcomed and
supported by the majority of the
Yipsels. Detroit was eagerly await-
ed. TUnable to understand that the
Declaration of Principles (adopted
at the Detroit National Convention
last year) was a meaningless docu-
ment of left phrases and a master-
piece of equivocation, it was sup-
ported and defended by the major-

Activity after activity was initi-
ated only to fail. The setting up of
Y.P.S.L. nuelei in the schools, edu-
cational projects, speakers’ bureaus,
the distriet organizers’ plan in New
York—all remained blue prints on
paper. The driving force of clarity,
embodied in a clear, principled
stand, was lacking.

The Y.P.S.L. has engaged in sev-
eral very successful united front
actions with the S. Y. L., notably
May 30 and October 12. The move-
ment toward united fronts, a key

front blocs, like the totally con-
fused " and ineffectual American
Youth Congress are indulged in as
substitutes for a genuine united
front. The late-lamented Youth
Committee Against Fascism, a poor
imitation of the Stalinist American
League Against War, which guar-
anteed democratic rights to fascists,
and was to last as long as the dang-
er of fascism threatened, was
quickly abandoned under the pres-
sure of left Yipsels and the S.Y.I.
‘Why doeg the Y.P.S.L. refuse to en-

in progress was adequately evi-

I Cover the War Front

(Continued from Page 5)
profits of munitions makers, or only
part of the profits, be confiscated
by the government during the war.
We'll bet a copy of YOUNG SPAR-
SACUS to a copy of the Nye com-
mittee report that, despite Bar-
uch’s agreement that war profits
ought to be heavily taxed, the
“boys” will clean up in the coming
war.

Keeping one eye cocked on Fu-
rope, the U. S. has the other on the
Pacific. A House Military Commit-
tee meeting with the high-command
of the army discussed an $11,000,-
000 air base, not included in the
above figures, in Hawaii. This was
the first such meeting since Japan
denounced the Washington naval
treaty. Chairman MecSwain of the
Military Committee averred that
the proposal was for purely “de-
fensive purpeses’”. General Doug-
las MacArthur, chief of staff, rec-
ommended 800 new armored and
equipped airplanes. $2,000,000 for
new coast defenses, including guns
in Hawail, Alaska and elsewhere,
and $8,000,000 for army posts were
also discussed. Why?, you might
ask. TFor one thing, Uncle Sam is
a little worried about Japan step-
ping into the Philippines when he
steps out, in the words of Senator
Tydings. Which, maybe, means
that the U, 8.-does not quite inten
to “step .out’, :

ity of the Yipsels. Its bankruptcy
was amply demonstrated when it

action. Now, however,

questlon In any working class or-
ganization, was strong in the period
was used as a basis and gulde to| when the Y.P.S.L. was going left.

! permanent united

gage in united front actions? Does
it still fear “antagonizing the
Party®?

The growing sentiment against

To the members of the Socialist Party and YPSL,
Comrades:

For a number of months the undersigned com-
rades have worked on the basis of a clear program
of revolutionary Marxism as the Left Wing Group
‘in the YPSL. We came to adopt this program as
a result of our experiences in the Socialist move-
ment and after serious consideration of the prob-
‘lems confronting the American and world working
class in general and the revolutionary Socialists in
particular,

‘With this statement our struggle for this pro-
gram as members of the Socialist Party and PPSL
is at an end. Our future activity will be carried
on under the banner of the Workers Party and the
Spartacus Youth XLeague.

iWe have come to this decision for the follow-
ing reasons:

Many of you, following the catastrophic events
in Germany, Austria and Spain and on the basis
of the growing militancy of the American working
class, was forced to reconsider the old program
of social democracy and move leftward. We like-
wise were deeply affected by these great events.
They taught us the importance of the hasic prob-
lems of the revolution and the futility and bank-
ruptey of social democracy and Stalinism.

We found that the needs of the militant work-
ing class movement today are epitomized in those
slogans which at one and the same time embody a
program and an organization form for its realiza-
tion: for a workers' party, for the the Fourth In-
ternational.

With thig aim in view we endeavored to influ-
ence our comrades. Our program was regularly
applied to the immediate problems confronting the
working class and thereby the Socialist movement :
the trade union question, Fascism war, the united
front of action.

At the same time we forewarned you of the
necessity of a separation with the Old Guand and
the need to prepare for it—for we held that to be
forewarned is to be forearmed. We were denounced
as splitters! Now you can see the split with the
0ld Guard as an immediate necessity and are for it.

We clearly indicated the reformist-centrist
character of the Hoan-Thomas majority in the
national committee of the Socialist Party. Some
thought that we were splitting hairs. Many of
you now are beginning to realize that our analysis
was and is correct.

We repeatedly stated that the New York “Mili-
tants” who have no clear cut program on the vital
question of the road to power, would retreat, ve-
treat, and refreat—unless and until the Old Guard
put a knife to their throats. This you have exper-
ienced in the past number of weeks.

Our analysis was completely confirmed hy the
decisions of the Buffalo meeting of the national
committee of the S. P. and the “victory” reports
spread by the leaders of the N. Y. “Militants.”

" At Buffalo the majority of the national com-
mittee retreated from their plan to take immediate
decisive action against the Old Guard. They gave
them six weeks in ‘which to consider a compromise
proposal. At the same time a heavy blow—this
time a serious political one!—was directed against
the true revolutionary elements, that is, against
those who favor the revolutionary overthrow of

- eapitalism. According to the N. C. majority rev-
olutionary socialism has no place in the S. P. and
the YPSI. Or as the suave ‘“Militants” ‘would
have it: revolutionary Socialists can remain in the

- Socialist movement only if they do not propagate
.a revolutionary program! Tor what ig the cssence
of revolutionary Socialism if not the revolutionary
way to power!

Politically the Hoan-Thomas majority are far
closer to Oneal and Lee than to revolutionary
Marxism. A split with the latter will not make
Thomas and Hoan revolutionary Socialists or the
Socialist Party a revolutionary organization. Not
to understand. this is to be blind to the realities
of the. situation. ‘

Statement of Resignation From Y. P. S. L.

But that is not all. Just as you have moved to
the left after the crushing defeats in Germany,
Austria and Spain exploded the old social demo-
cratic program, you must now look to Europe and
see what the sister parties of the American Social-
ist Party are doing today.

In one country after another they are prepar-
ing to repeat the treacherous conduct of 1914. Once
again they are taking .steps to divide the working
clags along national lines on the hloody battlefield.
No doubt the old slogan: save the world for demo-
cracy against barbarism, will be revived in- the
form: defend democracy against Fascism-—with
Mussolini on the side of “democracy,” we suppose!

The acceptance by the Belgian Labor Partv of
a capitalist coalition government in that country
is a ‘warning sign of what can be ekpected. Van-
dervelde, head of the Labor and Socialist Interna-
tional—the International of Thomas and the Am-
erican Socialist Party!—has once again, as in
1914, entered His Majesty’s cabinet. In England,
Holland, Switzerland, Czecho-Slovakia, Hungary,
the social democratic leaders are not far behind
their Belgian colleagues. What else than betrayal
can he expected of the Labor and Socialist Inter-
national in the next war?

This war may confront us at anv moment as a
ghastly reality. How will the American Socialist
Party meet it?

The Old Guard “New Ieader” openly condones
and praises the actions of the European soclal
democratic parties. The national committee of the
S. P. is gilent on the actions of the sister parties.

Will the revolutionary struggle against war be
conducted with the meaninglesy, militant pacifist
Detroit Declaration of Principles? With the Thom-
ases and Hoans and the wishy-washy “Militants”?

Tet us never forget that the 1917 St. T.ouis
anti-war resolution of the Socialist Party was mili-
tant in words. But this did not prevent sections'
of the S. P. from supporting the war and others
supporting Wilsonian pacifism in form of the
Peoples’ Council. The resolution- was a serap of
paper except for a handful of conrageous revolu-
tionary Socialists.

The war danger. as every other question of the
class struggle. requirex an unambiguous program
and a revolutionary organization which ean put it
into effect. Our conclusion is that there is not
much time for the forging of such an ingtrument
of revolutionary struggle.

We are resigning from the Socialist Partv and
the Young Peoples Socialist T.eague and joining
the Workers Party and Spartacus Youth T.eague
hecause we feel that only in this wav can we most
effectively continue our ‘work against Tascikm)
war. and capitalism. and for the Fourth Interna-
tional and workers’ victory.

"We call upon those who dn not as yet agree
with our views or the step we are taking to give
serions consideration to what we have said. TFor
we are convineced that only on the nrogram of
revolutionary Marxism. and throngh the medinm
of the revolutionarv parties of the Fourth Tuterna-
tional can wa defend the immediate interests of
the working class and hring abonut friumphant
world socialism. We are no less convineed that
those of you who conduct g serions strnggle against
reformism in all its forms will come to the same

reonclnsion and join the Workers Party and the

Spartacus Youth Teague.
(Signed) :
DAVID ATKINS., YPST, 4 yrs.. SP 2 vrs.

JULIU'S BERTMAN, YPST, § yre., SP 2 yrs.
ETWWARD F. DAWILEY. YPST, 2 vears.
EVELYN DORUM, YPST, 14 years
FRANCES TLIOVINSKY. YPST., 7 monthg
MARTON H. BERKOWITZ, YPSI. 8 years
SAM ROTH. YPST. 16 months

FDWARD ROSEN, YPST, 3 vears

ALICE FALEK, YPST, 2 years,

GEORGE FLEISHMAN, YPSL 1 year.
FREDA TAPEDAS., YPSL 2 fears
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American Socialists of the type of
McLevy, the Honorable Mayor of
Bridgeport, resulted in the electibn
of a committee to draw up charges
against him. This committee, sev-
cral months old and under the
leadership of an eminent legalist,’
has not yet made its report. How
can the Y.P.S.L. conduct an effec-
tive fight against disguised Old
Guardists like McLevy, Ameringer
and Hoan when these are the clos-
est collaborators of the “Militants”?
Antagonismg must be avoided and
such situations which demonstrate
the “fighting spirit” of the Y.P.8.L.
Executive Committee are contempt-
ibly hushed up.

Proud as the Yipsels are of their
industrial activities, their work in
that field cannot stand close serut-
iny. The work of eertain individu-.
als is commendable, but its activity
has been from the sidelines, never
actually -guiding fractions- within
the union. In general the work has
been of a passive and auxiliary na-
ture. Too often the Yipsels, as in
the textile sell-out, have become
identified with the trade union offi-
cialdom, and have played the role
of apologist. Where an independernt
role has been played, as in the
shipping clerks’ union, it was char-
acterized by immaturity, petty car-
ecerism, and dependence upon - the
established bureaucracy. A con-’
fused trade union policy also helped
to lead to the shameful fiasco of
the shipping clerks’ union. It is
only in recent times that the “em-
ployment agency” nature of Y.P.8.
I. trade union work has changed
bhut a correct policy is needed if
this process is to continue further.

The present Y.P.S.L. leaders, who
are active Militant supporters, must
be scored heavily for the unprine-
ipled role they have played in the
struggle against thé Old Guard;-
Flowing from their centrist charae-
ter, they have followed a policy of
conciliation with the Right, hesi-
tancy in taking bold steps, and un-
certain straddling. They substitut-
ed a campaign against the, Left
wing in place of one agginst the
Right, but dared not carry it te-it§
logical conclusion. Tailing and tag-
ging behind the rising sentiment of
the Yipsels, they have made no at-
tempt at organizing any serious,
fight against the Right wing. Not
once was the initiative taken in the
struggle. When all other roads
were closed, when no retreats were
open, then only did the Y.P.S.L.
Executive Committee in N. Y. expel.’
six Right wingers. A correct gction-
but months too late.

A clear left wing group, based on
revolutionary Marxism, ready to re-
ject the centrist leadership”of the
8. P. Militants and to advance in-
dependently is now on the order of
the day. This can emerge victor-
ious only if it sees its revolutionary
duty and defies reformism. The
Spartacus Youth Ieague has been
and is, at present, ready to ald In_
the development of such a group.
All that is progressive in the Y.P.
S.L. depends on a revolutionary
Marxist program.

e —— AR ———— ]

Yipsels Join S. Y. L. ~

(Continuned from Page 1)
ic party; a break with the LaboY
and Socialist International, and
the building of a new, cefutrulizefl
international—the ¥Fourth Interns.
tional. L

Immediately charges were brought
against the group — “advocating
principles incompatible with mem-
rership in the Socialist movement.”
After an “investigation” lasting un-
til March, a decision was reached
to censure the group and to attack
it as “disloyal” because it advocated
a split with the Right wing.

At that time, when the struggle
with the Right wing was coming
to a head, they were the only
group to point out the correct road
-—that of uncompromising opposi-
tion. As late as the day of the
Buffalo meeting they were de-
nounced as ‘“splitters.” They came
to the conclusion that since there is
not much time to build a revolu-
tionary party, they must get out of
the Socialist movement and build
euch a party.

The statement of resignation
ends: ‘. .. for we are certnin that;
those of you who uncompromising-
ly fight against the Right wing will
aome to gccept pur position.”
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YOUNG SPARTACUS

Sacramento Verdict

Convicts 8; Acquits6

Vigilantes Unleash

Anti-Union Drive;

- As They Force Conviction

SACRAMENTO.—The Sacramen-

to frame up has run its course, and |

eight militant workers whose only
crime was trade union organization
have gone to join Tom Mooney in
the grave of California justice, San
Quentin prison. The last days of
the trial were marked by little ex-
citement, the slow grind of the
‘frame up machine pointed surely
to conviction.

Even with the newspaper ‘“red
seare,’the fixed jury, and the insane
tactics of the C.P.; even with all
these, to say nothing of public pres-
sure stimulated by the banks, to
say nothing of the bought and paid
for prosecuting attorney, to say
nothing of a highly prejudiced

. judge: even with all these the trial
. proved too raw to be swallowed
~whole. In a last minute horse
- trade, after 66 hours, the jury ac-
quitted six of the deferdants and
recommended two others for proba-
tion. The farcical “justice” was
revealed in the affidavit of one of
the jurors, obtained by the NPYD.
Thig juror, Howard McIntire, ad-
mitted that the verdict was not the
result of any conscientious convic-
tion on the part of the jury, but was
nothing more or less than a com-
promise. Two of the jurors who
held out for acquittal finally agreed
to the split verdict.
Unionism is Real Issue

During the last hweeks of the
trial, Attorney Gallagher read from
endless pamphlets and produced
endless witnesses to prove that the

" Communist Party was not an il-
1égal organization, following cut his
line- of defending the Communist
Party instead of defending tthe de-
‘fendants. Attorney Goldman sum-
med up for the NPLD, whose act-
“ivity stands out in bold relief from
-the sabotaging tacties of the C.P..
“trying to bring out the real issue
at stake. the legality of trade union
organization. The effect of his
speech was somewhat spoiled by
the suhsequent two dav oration of
Gallagher, in ‘which he reverted
again and again to the question of
the legality of the C.P., even going
so far afield as to introduce evid-
ence about the German C.P. in his
efforts to prove that the CPUS was
an entirely harmless and legal org-
‘anization. TFollowing Ghllagher’s
speech the defendants took the
stand in their own behalf.

* The verdict was convictinn for
Norman Mini, Pat Chambers. Caro-
line Decker. Nora Conklin, Martin
Wilson, Albert Houghardy, Lorene
Norman and Jack Crane.

Jack Warnick, Fred Kirkwood.
Harry Collentz, TLee Hung, Mike
Plesh. and W, H. Huffine were ac-
quitted.

Norman Mini and Lorene Norman
received a recommendation from
the jury for probation instead of
sentence.

“An insane verdict,” said Jack
Warnick immediately after it was
read, “If any of us were guilty. all
of us were.”

True enough, but the eight who
were convicted were gnilty in the
eves of the bhankers who ran the
frial. They were the most militant
and active members of the once
strong Agricultural and Cannery
"Workers Union.

Sentence was prononneced hy
Judge T.emmon on Saturday, April
13. The defendants received one
to fourteen years each.

‘When Aftorney Goldman wished
to introduce the affidavit of Juror
McIntire to show the illegal nature
of the verdict. the judge said: “As
T view the affidavit it means abso-
Tutely nothing in this court, it is
foreign matter, and the juror is
precluded from questioning his own
verdict.”. Tn effect, the opinion of
a juror is foreign matter in court.
truly a keen appreciation of the
nature of capitalist justice.

“The Logic of Class Strugele”

The judge had his answer from
Torene Noiman and.Norman Mini.
'The former recelved a recommen-
datfon for probation on account of

illness, nevertheless she refused to
ask probation in court. “I feel,” she
said, “that such an application
would be an admission of guilt,
therefore I will make none in this,
or any other, court.” Norman Mini
likewise curtly refused the mercy
of the court.

“Our standing here,” he said, “is
no accident, OQur conviction is the
logic of the class struggle. But
thiy same class struggle that re-
sults in our conviction now will
someday generate an irresistable
wave that will sweep everything
this court and this state represent
away forever.”

Organize To
Get Jobs

(Continued from Page 1)

P.W.A. projects that were scheduled
to start, so we attempted to tie up
the labor hired, On the first job,
building a cement bridge, we were
successful. But the second took
quite a struggle.

This second job was the building
of a post office, a federal job. In
view of what later happened this
should be remembered because it
will show the determination of the
fellows tfo. get a job even if they
have to come in conflict with the
federal government. To proceed,
the contractor agreed to hire men
from our local union but refused to
sign a contract.

About two days later we ‘discov-
ered that he had broken his agree-
ment by hiring men of another un-
jon. Myself and other members of
a committee went over to see him
and he cussed us and ran us off the
property. ©Of course, I knew then
that the only thing that would
bring him to his knees would be
a proof of our mass strength—sn a
special meeting “was called. One
must remember that it was about
10 o’clock in the morning when the
committee wag run off the proper-
tyv. and bv 1 o’clock we had a meet-
ing and had over 120 young men
marching over to the job,

Well, the contractor got a little
tough with a few of the boys, and
T had to stop them from giving him
one of the worst heatings a nerson
ever got. The result was the city
nolice were called in, and then the
sheriff. - The sheriff set himself up
as a mediator and a-verbal agree-
ment was reached. Needless to say,
the agreement was broken by -the

contractor—so again we picketed|.

the foh and stopped all work. The
sheriff was again called and acted
as all sheriffs do, in the inferest of
the contractor and not the workers
who elected him. Several of us
were reds and communists and
threatened with being thrown in
jail.

But that did not ston us and we
urged the fellows to fight on. The
sheriff also tried to intimidate us
hy telling us that he was going to
give protection to the ‘contractor.
We told him to go ahead. that we
conild accent the terms offered to
us. and that if necessarv he wonld
call the miners of thig district to
onr aid (alreadvy having been as-
enred of their assistance). The
sheriff and contractor fretted and
fumed. bnt we maintained our pick-
et line  They attempted to start
the work four or five times, but
each time we rushed the job and
took the tnols from the men at-
temntine to work.

Finally they realized our determ-
imation and they submitted to our
demands. We have won againgt the
P.W.A. proiject only hecause the
youth of thix town  have at last
realized that the government is not
going to do anything for them and
that the only way to get anything
is to fight. for it in an organized
fashion.

Fargo Men
Stick With
Local 173

Resist Attack Of
Bosses and AFL
Officialdom

From Fargo, North Dakota,
comes news of savage blows struck
by the bosses at the workers’ at-
tempts to better their conditions in
strike struggles. 95 strikers ar-
rested, their wunion headquarters
tear gassed, books and records of
the union seized by vigilantes and
turned over to Bergerson, states-at-
torney, who is the out and out
agent of the bosses; all these events
clearly indicate that the Bosses’
Association of Fargo (which is re-
ceiving financial assistance from
the Minneapolis “Citizens” Alli-
ance) ig out to break up the union
and is using the state force to do
the job for them.

Vigilantes, referred to as “hired
thugs” by the state legislature, are
deputized, made special police who
will serve the bosses in their fight
against the workers. An ancient
law “Rout,” dealing with “an act
in the direction of a riot” is dusted
off, the worms shaken out of its
pages and polished up for the oc-
casion. Seventy workers who were
at the union headquarters and
chased out by a tear gas bombard-
ment are charged with “obstructing
an officer.” (The landlord had
taken out riot insurance the prev-
jous Friday.) William Cruden and
Austin Swalde, president and sec-
retary of the union, and one other
picket, were sentenced to six
months at hard labor. A total of
$47,000 ‘bail was set for the pris-
oners. States Attorney Bergerson
has refused to accept the bail of-
fered by numberless sympathizers.
Thus have the bosses arrayed their
onslaught.

And they have received not a
little support from the reactionary
A. F. of L. trade union leader,
Tobin, the president of the Team-
sters International. At the height
of the strike struggle of General
Drivers Local 173 of Fargo, he re-
voked the charter and declared the
strike illegal. This treacherous act
evoked a fighting answer from the
workers of Fargo and Local 574
of Minneapolis, who - helped the
Fargo Local and loaned them Miles
Dunne, to act- as their business
agent.

The workers of Fargo have
flocked into the union. The union
has raised the cry of readmission
into the A. F. of L. It has succeed-
ed in winning the support of the
workerg in their fight against this
monstrous frame-up. A movement
to circulate petitions demanding
the recall of Bergerson is under
way. He has already moved to dis-
miss the cases of the 65 charged
with obstructing an officer and the
14 charged with riot.

The American Civil Liberties
Union and the Non-Partisan Labor
Defense have gtepped into the case
to asgsist in carrying the appeal to
the State supreme court.

But the Fargo workers are not
relying solely on the legal fight,
Already they have organized troups
of strikers who are busy ralsing
funds to carry on the fight. They
are mobilizing mass sentiment in
support of their strike. They are
succeeding in making the Fargo
struggles re-echo throughout the
northwest. The workery of Local
173 are determined to show the
hosses that they can not stop the
organization of workers into mili-
tant, class struggle unions. And
the hosses are seeing plenty.

On 'the evening of the student
strike, April 12, over 400 youth and
adults filled Franklin -Hall -and
listened carefully to the speakers of
the different organizations. Repre-
gsentatives from different :schools,
who had led the strikes during the
day, gave detailed- accounts of the
student movement. A speaker from
the longshoreman’s union connected
the trade unions to-the anti-war
fight. Resolutions against the
Hearst war propaganda and against
the beating of two students to un-
consciousness by the Los Angeles
| police at U.C.L..A were enthusias-
tically adopted. The meeting which

AFoflLL Be;rays
Workers

The "Akron rubber workers were
sold down the river to the rubber
barons by there own ‘“leaders.”
They were delivered lock, stock and
arrel to the factory owners without
mous non-aggression paects. “They
even having a single-demand grant-
ed. ‘This betrayal was made pos-
sible for several reasons.

1. By the actions of Green and
Claherty who acted like strike-
breakers, preferring the swivel
chair and conference table to the
picket line and the class struggle.

2. The policy of the government
which was deliberately ' calculated
to stall off the workers, ‘delay ac-
tion and involve them in-all sorts
of negotiations, hearings, etd. &0’
that their energies were paralyzed,
their painstaking preparations -dis-
sipated. When the decisive moment

the picket line to
where the “settlement” was stamp-
eded through with comparative
ease.

3. The “activilles” of the Stalin-
ists. While the Néew Militant car-
ried editorials and articles warn*
ing the workers against' their lead-
ers, and in -particular warning
them against Claherty, the Stalin-
ist press remained quiet. They
even entered ‘into one of their fa-
mons non-aggression paet "and
refrained from criticizing the ledd-
ership of the union because Claher-
ty had promiged that “Communists
would not be expelled from the un-
ion,”

progressive group.

The rubber workers wanted to
strike. Driven by intolerable living
|conditions they - forced the leader-
ship of the union to accept strike
action. They were preparing for
this struggle for 18 months, organ-
izing themselves in the union by
the thousands.

In the face of these facts the A.
T, of L. leadership, instead of pur-
suing a mflitant clasy struggle
policy—the onl yone possible for
victory — called for conferences
with Madame Perkins and other
government officials. Years of ex-
perience has taught the class con:-
scious worker that the government
of any capitalist nation is on the
side of the bhosses.

The workers of Akron have re-
celved a set-back. Before one can
proceed one must understan this
and state it ‘clearly and honestly.

came, the scene was shifted from’
‘Washingtoit

4. The absence of an organized |

_..May 1935

Frisco United Front
Sets Nat’l Example

Y. C. L. Joins Spartacus and Yipsels
In United Demonstration

' was held under- the auspices of the

six youth organizations was wun-
doubtedly a success.

The most encouraging, almost
unbelievable, incident of this meet-
ing wag that-the Spartacus Youth
League ‘and the ' Y.C.L., - together
with the Y.P.8.L. and the American
Democratic Youth League spoke
from the same  platform. The audi-
ence was not slow in‘understanding
the full significance of this.and it
proved by the applause it gave to
the speakers -that meetings-’ of -this

kind would be endorsed -and “well

attended in the future.
It was quite natural that:the ar-

-rangements for the - meetings, the

conferences that preceeded - it,
would not be without -difficulties.
There -were a number of obstacles
at first, but the tendency -of- all the
delegates was to- insure the umity
of the body. We *did not expect
Y.C.L.ers, withthe -training. of - the
Stalinist- party behind them,:to for-
get all they were taught in one or
two weeks. So, while they conduct-
ed themselves much  better than
usual, -on several-peints -the Spar-
tacus Youth League was forced to
fight hard ‘against them. For in-
stance, the good manners of :the
Y.C.L. did not prevent a C.P. mem-

‘ber, -repregenting the American

League Against War and -Fascism,
from - including “-comrade Trotsky’s
name, in a leaflet -as one. who was
helping Hearst to:defeat the-Soviet
Union. This absurd document which
most likely was written ymder the
supervision of Darcy (West coast
leader of the C.P.), was-suggested
as the leaflet for-the united -front
body. ’

The -malicious “sSuggedtion -iwas
quickly ‘dismissed*when ‘the "Spar-
tacus delegate explained  the real

‘position of “Trotsky and -spoke of
‘him as an internitional-leader of

the working class. It -‘was dug-

| gested that, if we are“intérested in

placing the mnames of the -people

who are responsible for the weéak-

ening of the positiomr of the-Soviet
Union in our leaflet ‘(which is-not
one of the requirements for a:runit-
éd front of this kind), then Staln’s
name: belongs ' at tHe: head ‘of ~the
list.

‘Throughout “the- conférences, "the

' fevolutionary vidwpoint-of 'the 8.

Y.L. could be ‘distinquished. ~While
the delegates from the -Y.C.L. ex-
pressed the essentially pacifist: at-
titude of the C.P., the S.Y.L. care-
fully differentiated between an im-
perialist war and a revolutionary
wér against capitalism. The speak-
er from the S.Y.L., comrade Weiss,
explained the role of the working
clasg in the fight against capital-
ism and - pointed out that the stu-
dents must follow the workers in’
their fight.

The Spartacus Youth League-has
consistently fought for the unity of
the youth organizations, especially

‘the working class youth -organiza-

tions. We have always been the
first to sincerely work -towards a
united front of action. . We -point

‘with pride to the actual achieve-

ment- of a united front in San

| Frrancigco.” Steps- have ‘already-been

taken to: form a-committee for a

-demonstration -against - ‘war *and
| fascism -on May 80. San-Francisco

hag ‘shown the way;-nothing should

prevent the demonstration from: as-

suming mational proportions.
-~~HERMAN -GLADSTONE

e —— .

Luxemburg on May Day
(Continued from Page 3)
liamentary manifestation of ‘the
will of the proletariat with a direct
international mass manifestation,
the laying down of tools as a dem-
onstration and fighting tactic for
the eight-hour day, world peace,

and Socialism.

No wonder the whole develop-
ment, the aggregate tendency of
imperialism in the last decade has

been to bring ever plainer and more’

“tangibly before the eves of the in-

ternational working class that only

the 1independent action of the
broadest masses, their own politi-
cal action, mass demonstrations,

mass strikes, which must sooner or
later break forth into a period of
revolutionary stauggles for State
power, can give the correct answer
of the proletariat to impefialist pol-
ities. At this moment of frefzied
military preparations and of war
orgles it is only the regolute fight-

thefr ability ' and’ rédifiness Lor

‘er

ing stdnd . of the 'working masses,

powerful mass action, “wirifch stilld canital. -

maintains world peace, which can

still postpone the threatening world
conflagration. And the ‘more .the
May Day idea, ‘the idea.of tesolute
mass action as demonstratiohs of
international solidarity and as a
fighting tactic:for peace and for
Socialism strikes root, the great-
guarantee we schall have
that from thé world -war, which
will inevitably take:place sooner or
Jater, there will result &n ulthuoate- .

‘ly victorious #ettlément bétween

ihe werld of 1¥bor. afd et o
 —ROSALBTIRBWRE P



