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Protests Continue at Columbia

“I have to say from the way things are
going in academia...| may not be able to
get any job when | leave this position...
If [‘Viethamization'’] doesn’t succeed, not
even Arizona State will take me.”

—Secretary of State Henry Kissinger,
16 September 1970

April 28—Seven years ago the Columbia Univer-
sity administration would not have dared to bring
Henry Kissinger on campus. Massive student
strikes and demonstrations swept campuses
across the country following the saturation bomb-
ing of Cambodia and the murder of student pro-
testors at Kent State and Jackson State in Spring
1970. Columbia University was rocked by days of
militant student demonstrations against the im-
perialist genocide in Indochina.

Today Columbia president William McGill is
attempting to scrape together several milliondol-
lars to buy a piece of Kissinger "prestige." Last
month McGill proposed a Columbia post for Kis-
singer, who also has irons inthefire at the Chase
Manhattan Bank and the National Broadcasting
Corporation. No doubt President McGill thought
that the Indochina war and the searing spectacle
of napalmed Vietnamese villages on the six-
o'clock news were now merely fading memories
- for the students and faculty at Columbia.

But the proposal to offer the Metternich of the
Nixon/Ford administration a lucrative appoint~
ment in the ivory towers of Columbia has been

challenged. For over a month Columbia Univer- -

sity has been the scene of rallies, marches,
picket-line demonstrations and teach~ins protest-
ing the proposed appointment of Kissinger.

War Criminal Under Fire

The first anti-Kissinger actions were kicked
off by the Ad Hoc Committee to Keep Kis-
singer Off Campus, a united-front coalition ini-
tiated and energetically supported by the Columbia
Spartacus Youth League (see "Keep Kissinger Off
Campus!," Young Spartacus, April 1977). A rally
and march called for March 25 brought out 80
students, workers and others opposed to the ap-
pointment of Kissinger around the single demand:
"Keep Kissinger Off Campus!"

During the following weeks the protests on
campus picked up steam as the controversy over
the proposed Kissinger appointment mushroomed.
On April 19 the Ad Hoc Committee to Keep
Kissinger Off Campus sponsored a teach-in at
Columbia which attracted about 100 people. After
a screening of the film, "U.S. Techniques of Tor-

" ture and Genocide in Vietnam" (a powerful docu-

mentary of the imperialist rape of Indochina),
presentations on the issues posed by the proposed
appointment of Kissinger were given by Columbia
professor Alexander Erlich, a spokesman for the
Puerto Rican Socialist Student Federation (FUSP—
youth affiliate of the Puerto Rican Socialist Party),
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two members of Political Science Students Op-
posed to the Appointment of Kissinger, repre-
sentatives of the Spartacus Youth League and a
member of the Militant-Solidarity Caucus of the
National Maritime Union.

The successful teach-in was followed three
days later by a militant protest rally at the Colum-~
bial sundial, where speakers from the Ad Hoc
Committee denocunced Kissinger for.his role in
formulating and implementing U.S. imperialist
foreign policy. As Columbia resounded with chants
such as "The working class will not forget Kissin-
ger and Pinochet!" .the demonstrators marched to
Uris Hall, where the University Senate was about
to convene for a discussion of the Kissinger
appointment.

Most recently, on Apr11 26 about 250 Columbia
studentsand others turned out for a second teach-in
on the proposed Kissinger appointment sponsored
by the Columbia Faculty Kissinger Statement
Committee. After the scheduled presentations by
Noam Chomsky of MIT and Columbia professors
Seymour Melman and Michael Teitelman about
70 people in the audience, including supporters
of the Ad Hoc Committee to Keep Kissinger Off -
Campus and the SYL, marched to the campus
residence of President McGill to continue the
protest.

Protests Make Headlines

With Hénry Kissinger so much in the news
lately the stirrings of protest at Columbia at-
tracted the attention of the media, and over the.

past few weeks a flurry of articles, editorials,
radio reports and photo stories have covered anti-

continued on page 2
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No Pupil Paddling!

"Despite the general abandonment of corporal
punishment as a means of punishing criminal-
offenders, the practice continues to play a role
in the public education of school children in
most parts of the country.” That's how the United
States Supreme Court on April 19 justified its
5-to-4 ruling that beating of students by teachers
and school officials does not violate the Eighth
Amendment of the Constitution, which prohibits
"cruel and unusual punishments."

. The Supreme Court did not dispute—but rather

‘acknowledged —the extent and brutality of corporal
punishment in the public schools, especially those
with large numbers of minority and poor students.
Harsh discipline is so common in ghetto and
inner-city schools that the issue usually attracts

legal action. For example, the Supreme Court
ruling was in response to a suit filed by two

:14-year-old black students in Florida who were
severely injured by school paddlings. Another-

recent case involved welfare mothers in Detroit
who have gone to the Federal District Court
to stop the public schools from denying entire
classes their hot lunches and milk as punish-
ment for misbehavior by "any student in their
class™ (New York Times, 26 April).

But what is so damning about the Supreme
Court ruling is its admission that American
public schools simply cannot educate theé children
of the poor without recourse to corporal punish-
ment. As municipal fiscal austerity measures
slash special programs and increase teacher
workloads, publi¢ schools in the inner cities more
and more take on the atmosphere of a prison.
Just to maintain a minimum of order in the
classroom high school teachers are often driven
to’ assert their authority with brute force. And
teachers are also victims of escalating attacks
by students, many of whom are either unwilling
or simply unable to cope with even a modicum
of classroom discipline. Over 70,000 teachers
were hospitalized last year as aresult of assaults
by students.

In the decrepit schools which function as
warehouses for minority and poor youth "readin’,
writin' and 'rithmetic" are not being learned,
even when the "hickory stick" is freely used.
In the New York City school system, for example,
graduating seniors are expected to demonstrate
reading proficiency only on the eighth-grade
level. But even this requirement has proven to

‘be almost utopian, as every year the schools

disgorge even more illiterates, (The most recent
"scandal™ to attract national media attention
centers on a 19-year-old from Long Island who
is suing the local school board for graduating
him an illiterate.) Many New York City school
teachers can get their pupils through the annual
reading proficiency exams only by circumventing
rules and drilling their classes with the correct
answers before the tests (New York Times,
20 April).

Socialists vigorously oppose the abomination
of pupil paddling, and we call upon the American
Federation of Teachers to reverseits reactionary
nosition favoring the recent Supreme Court de-
cision. Quality education will be a meaningless
phrase as long as the public schools are seg-
regated, with in loco parentis in the disciplinary
codes and cops in the halls.

media attention only when parents or pupils take

Anti-Kissinger
Campaign...

continued from page 1

Kissinger activities at Columbia. Both
the New York Times and New York
Post editorialized on the anti-
Kissinger protests. News stories on
the campaign appeared in the New
York Times and New York Daily News
as well as in numerous out-of-town
newspapers, including the Chicago
Tribune, the Defroit Free Press,the
New Haven Register and the Paris
daily Rouge (newspaper of the Ligue
Communiste Reévolutionnaire),

In addition, at leastnine area radio
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14 editorialized against students and
faculty at Columbia opposed to the
appointment of Kissinger. (It just so
happens that the publisher of the
Times sits on the Board of Trustees
of Columbia University.) Smearing the
opponents of Kissinger as McCarthy-
ite witchhunters, the Times editorial
states, "The notion that teachers must
pass some political test, beyond
simple allegiance to their country,
should have vanished with the 1950's."

What hypocrisy! From the outset
of the anti-Kissinger campaign at
Columbia the SYL has stressed that
Kissinger should be opposed not prin-
cipally for his views, but for his
deeds while top diplomat for the most
rapacious and savage imperialist
power on the globe. As the SYL
stated in a letter to the editor of the

Press Covers Anti-Kissinger Camp@aign

DAILY & NEWS

Chilean or Argentine leftist students and
professors who are allowed the ‘academic
freedom’ of concentration camps and torture
chambers....

“What is at issue, then, is not an abstract
conception of ‘freedom.” It is as partisans of
the class Kissinger rained bombs on in
Vietnam—the working class—that we
demand he be kept off campus. It is as-a
mouthpiece for Kissinger’s class—the
bourgeoisie—that you demand his ‘rights.””

In its propaganda against the Kis-

singer appointment the SYL argued

that Kissinger has no more "right"
to a chair at Columbia than a Nazi
war criminal like Rudolf Hess, who
has been locked up in Spandau prison
since the Nuremburg trials, The logic
of the Times editorial could be used
to argue that giving Rudolf Hess a post
at the Free University of Berlin to
teach Judaica is simply a matter of
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stations have broadcast reports of the
Columbia protests and some have in-
terviewed spokesmen from the Ad Hoc
Committee to Keep Kissinger Off
Campus and the SYL. Television
coverage was beamed by both CBS and
NBC network stations, and pressdis-
patches were sent over the wire by
the Associated Press and the British
news service, Keystone Press Agency.

Predictably, the anti-Kissinger
protests have provoked a hue and cry
about "academic freedom" from the
Columbia administration. Taking up
cudgels for Columbia President Mc-
Gill, the New York Times of April
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Times (reproduced by the SYL as a
leaflet when the Times refused to pub-
lish it),

“While smearing the anti-Kissinger forces at
Columbia as witchhunters, your editorial
advocates a neo-McCarthyite ‘loyalty oath’
as the sole political criterion for university
professors! Moreover, a Times editorial-
several weeks ago (March- 20)
sanctimoniously decried the ‘vendetta’ being
carried on against a real witchhunter—Judge
Irving Kaufman, who sentenced the
Rosenbergs to death—and defended the
‘legal’ lynching of the Rosenbergs.... ‘

“While the Times frets over the threat to the
alleged ‘rights’ of an imperialist butcher, you
voice no such concern for the rights of

"academic freedom"! In fact, the New
York Times of March 28 carried an
editorial calling for the release of
Hess from Spandau: "The humane
grounds for his release are evident.”
But the New York Times wouldn't
think of calling for a Columbia ap-
pointment for Rudolf Hess; the Ameri-
can bourgeoisie honors only ifs own
war criminals—not the mass murder-

ers of a rivalimperialist power which :

it once defeated.
Kissinger's “Credentials”

The desire of the Columbia admin-

. academic
Kissinger certainly has more claim

‘Brandon,

istration to host Henry Kissinger (as
well as his host of Secret Service
bodyguards, staff assistants, business
agents, secretaries and assorted sy-
cophants) has nothing to do with his
"credentials." (Although

to scholastic prowess than Dwight
D. Eisenhower, who somehow man-
aged to become Columbia president
following World War II.) Kissinger's
claim to fame is his tenure as "pub-
lic servant" for the imperialist ruling
class.

Long before entering public office

"Henry Kissinger was a Harvard pro-

fessor glad-handing his way into the
inner circles of bourgeois politics.
In 1956 Kissinger began his associa-
tion with Nelson Rockefeller, serving
as foreign policy braintruster for the
Butcher of Attica. One year later Kis-
singer published Nuclear!Weapons and
Foreign Policy, which advocated
"limited nuclear war" and solidarized
with Rockefeller's slogan, "A bomb
shelter in every home.™ Proud of his
protege, Rockefeller once said,
"Every period has its Humphrey Bo-
gart and the tough guy of our time
is Henry Kissinger" (quoted in Henry
The Retreal of American
Poweyr).

By 1961 Kissinger had become
an assistant to McGeorge Bundy as
military and "security" consultant for
Kennedy. During this period he made
quite a name for himself by calling
for an all-out invasion of East Ger-
many. But his "nuke-'em" policy
perspectives proved too bellicose for
the Kennedy gang, and McGeorge
Bundy bounced Kissinger.

Kissinger came back to public
life in 1965, when Henry-Cubot Lodge

i invited him to come to Saigon to

"study" the war. Althoughdenigrating
Nixon at the time of the 1968 elections
("He is not fit to be President")
Kissinger quickly changed his mind
when "our meatball president™ beck-
oned him to head up the National
Security Council and the Washington
Special Action Group.

It was as head of the Washington
Group that Kissinger drewup detailed
plans for the 1970 invasion of Cam-
bodia, which sent B-52's on at least
3,600 bombing raids., After the Cam-
bodia bombings were "leaked " to
the press, Kissinger and Nixon per-
sonally ordered at least 17 wiretaps
on various government officials and
journalists. When called out on the
"secret war" in Cambodia and Laos,
Kissinger threw a tantrum and at
one point announced, "I just wanted
to make it clear it was not a bomb-
ing of Cambodia, but it was a bomb-
ing of North Vietnamese in Cambodia™
(quoted in New York Times, 15 Sep-
tember 1972)!

Meanwhile, Kissinger was up to his
neck in the dirty dealings of the now
infamous "Forty Committee®” —the se-

continued onpage 11
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More on Moonies

30 March 1977
To the Editor:

The paper might comment at some point about
the case of the Moonies who were, in effect,
abducted by a California court and handed into
the custody of their parents for possible "de-
programming” or re-brainwashing. It matters
little that the Moon sect is a contemptible side-
show that deserves to be scattered by the workers
movement to the extent that it has any signifi-
cance at all (e.g., as a recruiting agency for
soldiers to fight North Korea, according to one
report): the reasoning of .the bourgeois court
is so bizarre that it sets a queasy precedent
for youth groups of the left, if the bourgeoisie
wanted to take the thing one crazy step further
some day,

Most press and radio reports (New York Times
was an exception) referred to the "children"
who were to be removed by court order from
the Moon milieu. The Moonies in question were
children in the sense of progeny, but they were
all over 21. So the state had to pretend that
extraordinary brainwashing techniques were
brought to bear upon the subjects to induce them
to hitch up with Moon. Yet it is obvious that
the Unification Church sales spiel, directed at
(in this case) adult free agents is greatly less
than the ordinary religious training, Lutheran
or what have you, in which the putty of a tod-
dler's mind is handed over to the Sunday school,
after which the process continues week in week
out for several years—not to mention the pres-
sure to conform to the religion of one's parents
and surrounding community, and the business
rewards for doing so, even apart from such
professional indoctrination. Furthermore, the
court has the sequence backwards. For the most
part, Moonies are flower types who have burned
out and toppled into the nearest ditch—with a dif-
ferent breeze, they'd fall into EST, Scientology,
Save the Whales, any other sump of the counter-
culture. They haven't been lured there by some
Svengali. (As for the monolingual Reverend him-
self, he reportedly has, on US turf, all the
charisma of a Coke machme )

I am not suggesting an article "We’ll defend
them even though we disagree with them" i
la ACLU: rather, simply point out the insulting
lack of sequitur in the argument of the bour-
geois court, and the precedent for transfer by
the ruling class of originally seemingly peripher-
al rulings to the serious political arena.

David J.

Young Spartacus veplies: We certainly agree

with David J, Our April issue did run an editor-~

opposed a recent California ruling ordering five
adult Mooni¢  -emanded into the custody (con-
servatorship) ~: wneir parents, who had claimed

that their children (aged 21 to 26) were "brain- -

washed" by the Unification Church,
The March 24 decision by Superior Court

judge S. Lee Vavuris threatened to set a prece~ -

dent for denying adults their democratic rights
simply on the basis of their convictions, It in-
deed could be applied to leftists said to be "in-
doctrinated® as well as torepulsive escapists who
devote their miserable little egos (and donate their
considerably larger bankrolls) to a Korean anti-
communist crusader who blesses the "soul™ of
the Seoul police-~state regime.

Conservatorship can be imposed on those over
the age of legal adulthood: in fact, the law is

ork Times Magazine

Moonie dressed
in Paul Revere
costume before
New York Bi-
centennial
Moon Tally.

normally applied in cases involving the aged who
are senile or otherwise unable to protect them<

selves, But over the last two years at least 90

parents have used conservatorship hearings towin
custody of young people belonging to the Uni-
fication Church (Newsweek, 25 April),

In many cases the parents hire (for fees as
high as $10,000) so-called "deprogrammers"
who abduct the Moonies and then testify about
their "brainwashed" behavior at conservatorship
hearings where the cultists are not present to
defend themselves, When conservatorship is
granted, as in the Vavuris ruling, the court can
sanction "deprogramming”, thereby givingalegal
imprimatur to coercive persuasion which often
involves brutal third-degree interrogation,

To be sure, we share David J.'s hostility
toward the Moon sect. Moon preaches a "doc-
trine” based on virulent anti-communism, unlike
"mystical” con men such as Guru Maharaj Ji,
who simply peddles a lucrative "philosophy of
lifer akin to the "What, me worry?" outlook
of Alfred E, Newman,

Even so, the Moonies—at least in this country
at the present time-are not fascists, whom we
refuse to defend under any circumstances, In the
case of the Vavuris ruling we defend the five

classless "civil-liberties-for-everyone" position
of the ACLU, Our editorial pointed out that it
was in the interest of the left and labor move-
ment to oppose the reactionary Vavuris deci-
sion, even though its target was the Unification
Church,

However, since a precedent-setting rulingwas

‘involved, the Vavuris decision was immediately

sent to appellate court, On April 11 the con-
servatorship order was stayed by a California
court of appeals, which ruled that parents do not
have legal control over their children after they
have reached adulthood. Nevertheless, the con-
stitutionality of conservatorship in such cases
remains to be settled through appeals to higher
courts,

But regardless of the outcome of the conser-

Newsweek

vatorship issue, minors will still continue tobe de-
niedlegal rights, The capitalistlegal code is a wea-
pon in the hands of the ruling class which serves
to maintain its system of exploitation and special
oppression and the nuclear family upon which the
bourgeois social order is based, Bourgeois "jus-
tice™ is biased in favor of strengthening parental
authority.

Although overturned, the Vavuris ruling by
no means was exceptional, The capitalist courts
more often than not are sympathetic to parents
who try to "straighten out" their children. One
recent egregious example occured in the small
Texas town of Ore City, Last January Forrest
Grigg, an aging former pro-football player, landed
in court after he took it upon himself to stop
his 20-year-old son from smoking marijuana,
drinking wine and loafing around the house,
Grigg "deprogrammed” his son by putting a bul-
let through the head of the youth ashe lay asleep,
"Yes, I did it-for him," confessed Grigg (quoted
in New York Times, 18 January).

The response of the court? After a one-day
murder trial the small-iown jury deadlocked 9
to 3 in favor of acquittal, When Grigg then changed
his plea to involuntary manslaughter, the judge

ial note entitled "Cultists and Custody,"

which Moonies,

while - simultaneously rejecting the

sentenced him to five years probation!

Campus Elections at Berkeley

SYL Challenges
Political Gensorship

BERKELEY, April 29—At the Uni-
versity of California campus here the
Spartacus Youth League last week
fielded four candidates for the elec-
tions to student government (the As-
sociated Students of the University
of California—ASUC). Running on the
Young Spartacus slate were Katie
Welsh for ASUC President, Steve
Hamilton for Executive Vice-
President, Dorie Riepe for Academic
° Affairs Vice-President and Andrew
Schulman for Senator.

As in the past, the SYL at Berkeley
used the campus elections to campaign
as the only communist alternative.
But in this year's ASUC elections the
SYL also gave battle to a blatantly
anti-communist attempt by ASUC in-

cumbents to subject our campaign to
bureaucratically-imposed  political
censorship. .

Having earned our reputation as
the communists at Cal, the SYL was
targeted this election by some con-
servatives within the ASUC. On April
28 the Young Spartacus candidates
were charged by the ASUC attorney
general with violating an election
by-law. According to this rule all
literature and other campaign ma-
terials must "be submitted to a mem-
ber of the Election Council before
they may be distributed.” In the past
the SYL has always refused to sub-
mit any election propaganda to the
Election Council, even though in this
ASUC election all other candidates

(including the Young Socialist Alliance
slate) evidently did comply with the
by-law.

Such stipulations in the student
code provide sanctions for political
censorship of campaign propaganda
and must be opposed by all who stand
for democratic rights on campus.

" In fact, the Election Council Chair-

man, Kevin Jones, informed SYL
presidential candidate Katie Welsh
that this particular by-law was de-
signed to prevent the distribution of
so-called "slanderous material.”

In response, the Young Spartacus
candidates stated that the SYL would
not comply with the demand of the
ASUC attorney general. Citing our
refusal to honor this grossly undem-
ocratic regulation a suit was filed
calling for a ban on all Young Sparta-
¢us campaign activities on April 29,
the last day of balloting in the student-
government elections. This suit also
stated that if any Young Spartacus
candidates continued to campaign, the
entire slate would be disqualified.

Later that same day the SYL was
informed that the Young Spartacus
candidates had been ordered to ap-
pear before a meeting of the ASUC
Judicial Committee which would rule

on the suit. But this "public" hear-
ing was scheduled for...10:00 that
night, when the campus would be
deserted! (In order to hold their star-
chamber hearing behind locked doors
the ASUC would-be witchhunters had
to sheepishly search for some build-

continued on page Il
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FROM THE ARCHIVES OF OUR MOVEMENT

How Trotskyists Applied Boycott
to Nazi Germany

Over the past year the brutal re-
pression of the anti-apartheid upsurge
in South Africa by the white-
supremacist regime of Prime Mini-
ster B.J. Vorster has brought forth
in this country a spate of calls for
consumer boycotts and trade sanc-
tions against South Africa. Climbing
aboard the boycott bandwagon, various
left-wing tendencies have demanded
bigger and better trade sanctions
against the white-supremacist re-
gimes from the United Nations and
wourgeois congressmen, while ar-
guing that the most effective action
U.S. workers and students can take
to protestapartheid is abstaining from
eating South African sardines and re-
fusing to view South African athletes
compete at the Davis Cup tennis
tournament.

But none of this is really new. -

Following the triumph of Hitler in
1933 similar proposals were raised
calling for a boycott of Germany
to protest the Nazis' escalating per-
secution of the Jews and their bar-
baric destruction of the organiza-
tions of the proletariat. From
‘bourgeois Jewish circles in this coun-
try and internationally came calls
for consumer boycotts of all German

tant called for

eyeglasses, cameras and crockery,
while the labor bureaucrats of the
Second International and the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor chimed in
with pledges to wage economic war-

fare against fascist Germany.

Like the Spartacist League/Spar-
tacus Youth League today, the
Trotskyists at that time opposed the
strategy of open-ended consumer and
trade boycotts, in that case against
Nazi Germany. We reprint below two
statements of the Trotskyist move-
ment from 1933 on the issue of
boycotting Germany: an editorial from
The Militant, weekly press of the
American Trotskyists, and a resolu-
tion adopted by

In contrast to the liberal moralizing
of the day these statements call for
mobilizing international labor soli-
darity, including strike action and
demonstrations of protest, aimed at
winning specific demands; The Mili-
"a well-organized
international boycott [of Germany]
and suspending transport and com-
munication for a definite time."

The Trotskyists opposed the class
collaborationism of the Stalinists and
the social-democratic labor bureau-

the International
Plenum of the Bolshevik-Leninists.

Ann Arbor:

itant demonstration called by the
Spartacus Youth League and en-
dorsed by the Bolshevik Leninist
Tendency (a small grouping of local
leftists) protested Gerald Ford's
speaking engagements at the Uni-
versity of Michigan. As former
commander-in-chief of U.,S, im«
perialism, Ford used naked gun-
boat diplomacy to make his mark
as a big-power "statesman," for
example seizing upon the Mayaguez
incident and the Panmunjom epi-
sode to launch imperialist provo-
cations against the Cambodian and
North Korean deformed workers
states, His other "achievements”
included opposition to busing and
legalized abortion and fiscal aus-
terity up and down the line, This

Rally Protests Gerald Ford

On April 6 in Ann Arbor a mil- .

Young Spartacus

man- no doubt is m"qualified" to
lecture on imperialist power poli-
tics to political science classes,
But Gerald Ford is not simply
another academic apologist~in
fact, he can't even make any aca-
demic pretenses, This imperial-
ist butcher must not be allowed
to hide his crimes behind an ap-
pointment at the University!

‘Ford's pardon of war criminal
Nixon, in contrast to the vicious
repression of blacks and leftists,
shows the impossibility of jus-
tice under capitalism-—a point un-
derscored by the demonstrators'
call for workers revolution, As
the demonstrators chanted, "The
working class will not forget that
Ford armed Vorster and Pinochet™!

Young Spartacus
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crats who demanded that their
proposed trade boycotts against Ger-
many be enforced by the "demo-
cratic" imperialists and the League
of Nations. At bottom, such calls
are a reactionary-utopian appeal to
one's "own" ruling class to take
economic reprisals against a rival
bourgeois power. But the imperial-
ists would impose trade boycotts only
as part of their response to increas-
ing economic autarky, protectionism
and inter-imperialist rivalry —thatis,
as a prelude to renewed inter-
imperialist war. Thus, in opposing the
Stalinists' call for a League of Na-
tions embargo against fascist Italy,
Trotsky emphasized, "Economic
sanctions, if real, lead to military
sanctions, to war" (Writings of Leon
Trotsky, 1935~36). Moreover, as
Trotsky also pointed out, in the un-
likely event that a major power did
impose a complete trade boycott of
fascist Germany, one of the main
effects would be to increase unem-
ployment in Germany-—which would
only further demoralize and debili-

tate the already prostrate German.

proletariat.

"The absence of Russian orders
would, it is true, increase some-
what the number of the unemployed
there. But has there been a lack
of unemployment for a revolutionary
situation up to now? What was lack-
ing was a revolutionary party and a
correct policy....We cannot avoid
examining the question as to whom
economic reprisals would benefit
in Germany now: the fascists or the
proletariat.”

~Writings of Leon Trotsky, 1932=33

Then, as now, the perspective and
“methods of class struggle are coun-
terposed to moralistic consumer boy-
cotts, which invariably are less than
impotent, as well as to.demands for
open-ended trade boycotts, which are
a call for increased inter-imperialist
rivalry. Today the international Spar-
tacist tendency calls for an interna-
tional labor boycott of all military
aid to South Africa. In addition, we
support immediate labor action
against the "multinational” corpora-
tions with investments in South Africa
demanding that their South African
subsidiaries recognize {rade-union
rights for black workers. What is
needed now are political protests
and actions of international labor
solidarity aimed at forcing specific
concessions from the South African
regime, such as immediate release
of all victims of apartheid repres-
sion and democratic rights for blacks,
in particular, the right to form legal
trade unions and political parties,

“The Boycott of Fascist Germany,”
from the Militant, 20 October 1933

The resolution of the A.F. of L.
convention for the boycott of German
goods, following a similar action by
the British Trade Union Congress, un-
doubtedly raises the issue of the boy-
cott to a higher importance and, at
the same time, increases the weight
of reformist influence in the inter-
national agitation against Hitlerism.
A positive position on the question
of the boycott, which is now brought
into such prominence, is obviously
required of all the various tenden-

cies in the labor movement.

What is especially necessary is
preciseness as to the aims of the
boycott, its forms and its limita-
tions. Otherwise the slogan lends it-
self to vague generalities, binding
no one to anything in particular. That
is where the agitation on the question
stands now, and that is why the op-
portunists of all countries are having
such- a happy time with the slogan.
The revolutionary wing of the labor
movement ought to call for a show-
down on the issue of boycotting Hit-
ler's Germany.

As a demonstrative action on an
international scale, designed to show
working class solidarity with the
hard-pressed German workers and
stern protest against their fascist
torturers, a well-organized interna-
tional boycott—suspending transport
and communication for a definite
time—could serve a useful purpose.
Such an action, concentrating the force
of international labor in a single
paralyzing blow, could be a means
of lifting up the spirits of the Ger-
man workers and helping them to their
feet again. The German workers, dis-
united and demoralized by the bank-
ruptcy of their organizations, and
overcome with a sense of isolation
and despair, need desperately nowthe
concrete and visible proofs of inter-
national class solidarity.

A boycott, a real boycott, such as-
it is within the power of the inter-
national labor movement to enforce
for a limited time, could serve as
such a demonstration. Therein would
lie its principal -value. And, in ad-
dition, such an action would revive
and strengthen the international la-
bor movement by the revelation of
power inherent in it,

Of course the A.F. of L. resolu-
tion ‘was never intended by its spon-
sors to lead in such a direction.
It is a face-saving gesture, calcu-
lated to put them "on record™ without
committing them to any obligations.
The real measure of the Washington
decision can be seen in the fact that
Furuseth, head of the Seamen’'s union,
voted against the boycott resolution.
This passed without comment, as a
matter of course. They intend no
action against German fascism. They
do not mean it seriously. The mere
exhortation to refrain from the pur-
chase of German goods--the passive,
voluntary abstentionism of unorgan-
ized individuals—is not a real weapon
of the struggle against fascism. Such

"a program has many negative aspects.

And it is a harmful substitute for
an organized action of the working
class.

What is needed is aninternational,
organized mass action which brings
all its force to bear on one point
at one time. The revolutionary ele-
ments in the labor movement ought
to pick up the slogan of the boycott
and drive the agitation in this direc-
tion. The A.F. of L. resolution, which
gives the issue an official sanction,
can be utilized as a springboard for
the agitation in the unions. An inter-
national strike against the handling or
transport of German goods and com-
munication, as ananti-fascistdemon-~
stration for a definitely limited short
time, should be the aim. The united
front of workers' organizations is
required. In such an action, which
would blow the breath of life into
the boycott, against Hitlerism, the
railroad and transport unions would
necessarily play a major role. With-
out their participation the agitation for
a boycott is nothing but sound and
fury,

“Boycott of Germany,”

Resolution of the International Plenum of
the Bolshevik-Leninists, from International
Bulletin of the League of Communist Inter-

nationalists, Series No. 1, April 1934

The boycott is an important weapon
in the international struggle against
continued next page
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Hitler Germany. It is an elementary
truth that the boycott cannot.over-
throw Hitler. But it can force him
to make certain concessionsanditcan
help the defeated German working
class as well as the world working
class, in regaining confidence in the
power of proletarianinternationalism.

The boycott of goods supported by
bourgeois and liberal Jewish organi-
zations, transforms this method of
struggle against Hitler into a means
of bourgeois competition and ideologic
preparation for war, and into the
creation of a "collaboration" between
the bourgeoisie and the proletariat,
in view of coming war.

The boycott of German goods is
also propagated in the same sense
by the reformist lackeys of capital-
ism. The revolutionary proletariat
can take part only in an active hoy-
cott, which also develops the class
struggle against its own bourgeoisie;
boycott of shipping, strikes of sea-
men, longshoremen and railroad
workers.

‘The Third International, refusing
any boycott in the interest of the com-
mercial policy of the Soviet Union,
shows again its ‘inability to defend
the class interests of the proletariat,
an inability which is due to the non-
Marxist policy of socialism in one
country. Experience has proved that
the boycott has no meaning unless
it is conducted by the mass organi-
zations of the proletariat, and is de-
signed to attain an aim in a definite
period of time. This is why the boycott
should be preceded by systematic
propaganda and by the creation of a
united front which will permit the
projection of the boycott with a de-
terminated aim and at the same time
with all the necessary force.

It is in this sense that the Plenum
of the International Opposition has
addressed itself to all workers or-
ganizations on August 28, and again
in its appeal on the subject of the
trial on the burning of the Reichstag,
for joint action of all workers
organizations,

INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT
September 28, 1933, =
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YSA Opposes Trashing of Fascist Bookstore
Nazi Provocation Smashed
~in Bay Area

SAN FRANCISCO—Some 150 resi-
dents of the Sunset district here
recently ransacked and burned a book-
store which had been opened by the

fascist National Socialist White"

Worker Party (Nazis). The "Rudolf
Hess Bookstore," located in the cen-
ter of a German Jewish community of
survivors of World War II, was a
deliberate and grotesque provocation
on the part of the Nazi scum. Every
socialist militant, all minorities and
the entire labor movement shouldap-
plaud this exemplary action which
completely routed the fascist scum,

At first the fascists had the gallto
claim that they had merely setup shop
in a "sympathetic" neighborhood. But
the storefront was located directly
across the street from a synagogue
which was founded in 1947 by German
Jewish refugees, It was estimated by
the Temple's Rabbi that over 60 per-
cent of the congregation actually lived
through Hitler's concentration camps,
Even the owner of the store, Nathan
Green, was a survivor of Auschwitz;
he had seen his father, two brothers
and two sisters murderedat the hands
of the Nazi butchers. Green was un-
aware of the identity of his new tenants
until the uniformed Nazi would-be
stormtroopers appeared at his store
and plastered a swastikd across the
storefront, '

The neighborhood reacted swiftly
to the Nazi provocation, Refusing to
allow the store to remain open, a
crowd of over 100 outraged community

residents gathered in the early morn--

ing hours of April 2 and cheered as a
group entered the store to tear down
Hitler posters and rip up the Nazi's
hate-sheet "literature.” A few hours
later rocks and bottles were thrown
through the windows of the neighbor-
ing synagogue-in apparent retaliation,
Once again a large crowd responded
by trashing the storefront. When the
fire department arrived, some in the
crowd tried to restrain them from
dousing the fire,

The anti-Nazi action . generated
widespread support throughout the
Bay Area, The incident received ex~
tensive coverage in the local media,
with even the conservative, Hearst-
owned press expressing sympathy for
the anti-fascist demonstrators (al-
though not their "violent tactics"), In
letters to the local papers many area
residents expressed their solidarity,
One letter stated:

"] wouldn't say they took the law in
‘their ownhands, I'd say the law doesn't
deal with this sort of thing, The law can
deal with property, but it cannot deal
with emotions with the things that
make us tick, .., They stoodup as men
and refused to be intimidated or to
relive what was their nightmare.”
—San Francisco Examiner, 3 April
1977

The successful effort to close down
the Nazi storefront was a courageous
and highly commendable action, The
racist scum readily admitted, both
before and after their forced eviction,
that they had hoped to provoke a wave
of reaction, Attempting to save face
after their humiliating defeat, Nazi
ringleader Allen Vincent hysterically
ranted:

"We forced them to show their real

face, We forced them out into the open,
Terror and violence is their M,O,
They operate behind a mask of peace

and brotherhood. We forced them to
show the world what they're really
like, We're so happy, we're still
celebrating. "
—San Francisco Examiner, 6 April
1977

Vincent's posture of confidence and
jubilation will accomplish little; the
anti-fascist mobilization in the Sunset
will make the fascists think twice
before attempting to, once again,
spread their racist filth,

- YSA Defends Nazis Against
- Survivors of Auschwitz

Despite the nationwide attention
attracted by the anti-~fascist action in
the Sunset, the reformist Young
Socialist Alliance (YSA) anditsparent
organization, the Socialist Workers
Party (SWP), have been conspicuous-
ly silent about the issue; no coverage
of the action has yet appeared in the
pages of the Militant or the Young
Socialist, Yet this is not surprising,
for the SWP/YSA has adopted the
civil-libertarian position that the
murderous, degenerate fascist slime
must never be denied their so-called
"vight" to free speech and assembly
(see "Sunday Socialists Preach 'Bill
of Rights Protection' for Fascists,”
Young- Spartacus, September 1976).

But the SWP/YSA has had dif-
ficulty maintaining a stonewalling si-
lence on the issue. On April 26 during
a public debate at the Berkeley campus
of the University of California Reiko
Obata, the YSA candidate for president
of the Associated Students of the Uni-
versity! of California, declared in
response to a question about the trash-
ing of the "Rudolf Hess Bookstore"
that the YSA defends the Nazis'
"right" to open a bookstore! On
another occasion a supporter of the
SWP suggested that instead of ran-
sacking the fascist bookstore the
Sunset residents should have
undertaken a campaign to "educate
the community" about the nature of
fascism! But the Jewish refugeesliv-
ing in the Sunset already received
their education—in the Nazi death
camps!
fascists are the sworn enemy of the
working class, racial ethnic and
religious minorities,

The smug reformists of the SWP/

The lesson learned: the

S.F. Examiner

YSA usually defend their head-in-
the-sand civil libertarianism by
demagogically denouncing any protest
which denies the fascists their
"rights” as "infantile ultra-leftism."
Many of the residents of the Sunset

" know better how to deal with the

Nazis than the self-satisfied "smart
tacticians" of the SWP/YSA, And many
of these survivors of Auschwitz would
undoubtedly have some pungent words
for anyone who denounced their just
response to the Nazi provocation as
"infantile ultra«leftism," In an inter-
view with the San Francisco Examiner
one Sunset resident describes why she
participated indriving away the Nazis:
"] saw them take my mother away, I
lost four brothers and two sisters,"”
She went on to describe how her hus-
band had watched the Nazis "chop his
father.” .

For Labor-Defense Squads
to Smash Nazi Provocations!

The unbelievably philistine and
ultra-legalist SWP/YSA projects its
passive electoralism onto the fas-
cists, But the Nazis do not recruit
through peaceful political campaign-
ing, They grow by demonstrating in

‘action their audacity and murderous

intention: the terrorization of blacks
and Jews, the smashing of the labor
movement, the extermination of com-
munists and the suppression of demo-
cratic rights, The "program" of the
Nazis is genocide, To defend their

. "rights" is to disarm the working

class before these terrorist thugs.
Although today the American Nazis
are an isolated and tiny sect, toallow
them to freely organize for violent
racist actions is to pave the way for
future disaster,

The SYL advocates the militant
mobilization of disciplined defense
based on the strength and authority of
the mass organizations of the working
class and black community toprevent
the growth of the Nazis, the Ku Klux
Klan and other terrorist right-wing
movements, Fascist provocations
cannot be effectively countered by
polite debate or civil-libertarian de-
fense of the so~called "rights® of these
would-be Hitlers, Nor can the copsbe
relied upon to eliminate the fascist
threat or to protect the oppressed

continued on page 10
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Strangled Spanish Revolution

n the history of the workers move -

ment certain dates carry the in-
delible imprint of classbetrayal, Soit
was with August 1914 —~when the Ger-
man Social Democratic Party voted
war credits for the imperialist bour-
geoisie, sounding the death knell of the
Second International as a revolution-
ary force, And so it was with May
1937—when the Spanish Popular Front
government, comprised primarily of
the traditional workers parties,
turned its guns on the Barcelona

proletariat, delivering a fatal blow to.

the Spanish Revolution,

Yet for the Spanish proletariat
today—exactly forty years after the
Barcelona May Days--the specter of
civil war once again looms large.
Asthe June 15 parliamentary elections
approach, the first to be held since
the fall of the Second Republic, the

major workers parties—the Stalinist

Communist Party (PCE) and the
social-democratic Socialist Workers
Party (PSOE)—once again seek to

create a multi-class popular front, .

forming alliances withbourgeois par-
ties ranging from Catalannationalists
to right-wing Christian Democrats
and even with displaced monarchists,
Once again the reformist misleaders
are forging political chains binding
the Spanish working masses to their
exploiters
a class-~-collaborationist al-
liance with the Spanish "democratic”
‘bourgeoisie.

Revolution is the crucible in which
political programs and the parties of
the working class face their acid test.
Forty years ago, at the height of the
Spanish Civil War, the politics of
class collaboration took their toll—
'with vengeance. Under the blows of
the Popular Front and its Stalinist
henchmen the flower of the Spanish
working class—the Catalan proletar-
iat—was trampled, As the Spanish
workers head for parliamentary elec-
tions the bitter lessons of Barcelona
must be Dbrought to the fore
for the new generation of prol-

in order to consumate .

Pathfinder Press

How Popular Front

mean workers blood!

etarian militants—popular fronts

Struggle Against Francoism

The July 1936 military coup under
the leadership of Francisco Franco
ccame at the height of the largest
strike wave in Spanish history. After
the huge working-class vote in Feb-
ruary 1936 for the popular-front coa-
liton headed by the leader of the
Republican Left, Manuel Azafa, the
government's arrest of strike leaders
and the censorship of the working-
class press discredited Azana in the
eyes of the Spanish workers. Despite
the participation of the Socialist and
Communist parties (as well as the
social-democratic UGT trade-union
federation), the workers refused to
entrust the government with the strug-
gle against Franco and the fascists.

Franco's military revolt in
Morocco triggered the massive mo-
bilization of the Spanish proletariat.
The bourgeois popular-front govern-
ment, fearing the workers' response,
first suppressed the news of the up-
rising a full day and then urged
that everyone be "calm." But the
memories of the bloody suppression
of the 1934 Asturian miners' insur-
rection (which left 5,000 dead) at the
hands of the "loyal Republican" army
proved too vivid, and across Spain
workers poured into the streets to
demand arms for the fight against
Franco—which Azafia refused.

As garrison after garrison of the
"democratic" army declared its loy-
alty to the Rebel forces of Franco,
local workers committees took the
initiative, Beginning on July 19, mil-
itant workers, often armed with no
more than a few sticks of dynamite
or a few aging handguns, stormed
armories and barracks of the Re-
public's army. Those garrisons loyal
to Franco (the vast majority) were
disbanded and their arms used to
eqtip the rapidly organized workers
militias.

By the afternoon of July 20 Bar-
celona, the Spanish citadel of revo-
lution, was in the hands of the

workers—unified under the Central
Committee of the Anti-Fascist Mi-~
litias. Within days the military revolt
‘had been smashed in two-thirdS§ of
‘Spain by the armed working class.
As tens of thousands of initial vol-
‘unteers were hastily dispatched to the
front to stem the advance of the
Francoist troops, the organized work-
ers militias settled into control of
the streets. )

Dual Power in Republican Spain

Following the July workers' up- -

rising, Republican Spain entered into
a revolutionary situation with twoan-
tagonistic poles of power: the bour-
geois government and thearmed
workers militias. The working class
patrolled the streets, organized the
‘'war effort and undertook the dis-
arming of the army and the police~
the latter were individually "volun-
teered™ for service at-the front.
Workers collectives managed the

factories and agricultural production -

was taken over by the farm col-
lectives (who. significantly raised
output).

Nonetheless, even though the un-

stable Azaiia coalition lacked a sig-
nificant - social base—both Spanish
capitalists and large landowners had
for the most part- deserted the
Republic -in favor of Franco—the
popular-front government remained
the sole repository of bourgeois class
rule in Republican Spain. Without
even a significant armed force at
its disposal, the few petty-lawyers
of the Second Republic were indeed
the "shadow of the bourgeoisie"
(Trotsky). Their stay in power de-
pended solely upon the determination
of the bourgeois workers parties to
uphold capitalist property relations.
But the distrust and hatred of Pres-
ident Azana was of such magnitude
that the Stalinists and. social-
democrats were forced to withdraw
from the government under working-
class pressure. .

As with Russia between February
and October 1917 and Germany in
1918-1919, so in Spain the independent

‘organs of the working class were in

a position to challenge the bourgeois
state for state power. In all three
cases the tottering bourgeois state
was propped up only by the par-
ticipation of reformist workers
parties—all of whose bases of support
existed elsewhere: in Russia the
soviets, in Germany the workers'and
soldiers' councils and in Spain the
trade union federations.

Unlike Russia, however, dual pow-
er in Spain existed only at the local
or regional level. While workers mili-
tias controlled the streets, the unified
national organs of proletarian power,
the soviets or juntas, never crystal-
lized. Lacking the intervention of a
revolutionary party struggling to unite
the working class for the seizure of
state power—and necessarily reject-
ing any political collaboration with the
bourgeoisie—~the government of the
"shadow bourgeoisie” remained the
only national expression of the anti-
Francoist forces. More than any other
factor, this paved the way for Franco's
march to power.

Revolutionary Catalonia

The locus of dual power par exe
cellance was Catalonia—the center of
70 percent of pre-Civil War Spanish
industry. The Catalan proletariat had
long been the most militant in Spain,
and land seizures and workers control
of industry had begun long before
Franco's uprising. Under wartime
conditions, separated from the Basque
metalworks industry, Catalonia was
converted into the powerhouse of the
Republic. The valiant workers col-
lectives expanded the Catalan re-
fineries, increased industrial pro-
duction and built up a munitions
industry and chemical works from
scrateh.

The workers militias also found
their highest expression in Catalonia
where they were centralized under the
Central Committee of the Anti-
Fascist Militias. The planned _army
takeover of Barcelona was decisively
smashed and after July 20 the Catalan
government was dependent upon the
bureaucratic CNT (mass anarchist
trade-union federation) leadership of
the Central Committee for its con-
tinued existence. Fully the equal of-
the PCE and the Socialists in terms
of class collaboration the Anarchists
of the CNT readily acceded, going so.
far-as toincorporate bourgeois forces
in the leadership of the Anti-Fascist
Militias.

While the Madrid government was’
rearranged—with PSOE leader Largo
Caballero as prime minister and the
PCE in the cabinet—the government of
Catalan Left leader Luis Companys
temporized and granted "official rec-

Wide World

Manuel Azafia, President of the Republic
during the Civil War.
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ognition™ to workers’ activities over
which it did not even have the ves-
tige of control. Unable to dispute
the military prowess of the workers
militias, Companys invited the CNT-
FAI (the Anarchist trade union and
party) and the POUM (the centrist
Catalan-centered Workers Party of
Marxist Unification, formed in 1935
by the fusion of former Trotskyist
leaders with the Workers and Peas-
ants Bloc led by Joaquin Maurin) to
enter the Generalitat—the Catalan
government. Caballero alone could not
shore up Companys; in Catalonia the
CNT was the hegemonic force on the
left.

Only the entry of the CNT into
the Generalitat on 26 September 1936
could have sufficiently strengthened
Companys for a counterrevolutionary
mobilization. Behind the rejection of
the crucial importanée of state
power—i.e., either bourgeois Or pro-
letarian—which had beenthe hallmark
of the wvulgar anarchist "theoreti-
cians"™ for decades lay the oppor-
tunism of the leaders. The abstract
rejection of the state, the glorification
of the producers' cooperatives
emerging from the revolution as the
culmination of the anarchist millennia,
all gave way in September 1936 with
the offer of ministerial portfohos

With the CNT and the POUM in
the government Companys began to
reinforce the repressive apparatus of
the bourgeois state. In October, only
a ‘'month after the new coalition was
formed, he disbanded the Central
Committee of the Anti-Fascist Mil-
itias and ordered the armed workers
into the bourgeois "Popular Army."
Later, in December the POUM's ser-
vices were no longer required; and.
it found itself booted out of the
coalition. In the meantime, the gov-
ernment was amassing a force of
20,000 well-armed men in the previ-
ously insignificant Carabineros—the
customs police. Not only were these to
be the shock troops of the Generalitat,

but they laid the basis for the first
direct challenge to the CNT (which
had controlled the customs houses
since July).

May Days in Barcelona

The strength of the Barcelona pro-
letariat was exemplified by the red
and black flags flying atop the Tele~
phone Exchange. The Telef6nica, the
most prominent building in central
Barcelona,symbolized the seizure of
industry and public services by the
workers committees. Possession of
the former AT&T building permitted
the predominently CNT workers oc-
cupying the premises to monitor the
activities of the Generalitat—a small

PCE rally under banner of the “ Gravedig-
ger of the Revolution” during Civil War.

. though real lever of control on the

activities of the Companys camarilla.
The confrontation that was to cen-

_ ter on the Telefénica had been brewing

for several weeks, The Carabineros
had repeatedly tried to seize the
customs houses from the CNT. To-
gether with the Assault Guards, the
Carabineros had attacked workers
patrols in Barcelona. And for thefirst
time since the fall of the Primo de
Rivera dictatorship, the government
banned all demonstrations on

‘May Day. Even more ominous was

the murder of a dissident
UGT leader (a member of the Catalan
Communist Party, the PSUC, that
controlled sections of the UGT in
Catalonia) which the Stalinistsused to
marshall the forces of counterrev-
olution. The PSUC turned the funeral
for a slain workers' leader into a

three-and-a-half hour mobilization of -

police and government soldiers inthe
heart of the workers' districts,

Funeral procession for left-Anarchist
leader Buenaventura Durruti, killed in
1936 while leading workers militias
in the defense of Madrid. Together
with the Trotskyists, his followers
-—the Friends of Durruti—were
the only torce to call for defense
of the May barricades and for
proletarian power. At right,

the Trotskyist press in April
1937 calls for Revolutionary
Proletarian Front to fight

Franco and the “Republican”
counterrevolution.

The stage was set when on May 3
the Stalinist Commissar of Public
Order, Rodriguez Salas, arrived at the
Telef6nica with three truckloads of
Assault Guards (riot police). Salas
demanded that the workerspermit the
"normalization” of the situation—i.e.,
that they hand over thepremisestothe
cops. After forcibly entering the
building, Salas and the cops (including
a CNT police functionary)were forced
to take shelter on the. ground floor
by CNT machine gun fire from the
floor above.

Wword of the attack spread like
wildfire. Within hours the city was
engulfed in street barricades. Des-
pite the buildup of the Generalitat
forces, they were no match for the
armed workers' patrols, By the end of
the first day, the entire city save
parts of the center was indisputably
in ,the hands of the workers, By
nightfall, streetfighting had begun.

The barricades posed the fun-
‘damental class question for every
tendency on the left; particularly for
those which had participated in the
Popular Front. The Popular Front
confronted the armed working mas-
ses across the Barcelonabarricades.
At each barricade, with each shot
fired, the class line was drawn with
brutal clarity. '

PCE: Spearhead of
Counterrevolution

Without doubt the most despicable
role during the May Days was played

by the PCE. At the time of its entry

into the Popular Front the PCE did

not possess a solid base in the work-
ing class—before fusing with the PSOE
youth its membership was about
10,000, But Soviet military aid pro-
v1ded the PCE an important lever to
gain posts within—and todictate terms
to—the Republican forces. How-
ever, the _real strength of the
PCE was its unswerving loyalty to
bourgeois class rule. Throughout the
popular-front period Stalinists the
world over were beside themselves
in demonstrating to the capitalist
class their indispensability in sup-
pressing the class struggle.

The PCE was the only working-
class tendency willing to enter the
Azana government in July of 1936
(during the Third Period the PCE
had termed Azafia a "fascist")—but
had been prevented from doing so by
Caballero's adament refusal torejoin
the coalition at’ that time. The PCE
had resolutely opposed all nationali-
zations, land seizures, factory occu-

Keystone

pations—in short, any incursionsupon
capitalist property relations. At a
plenary session of the PCE Central
Committee on 5 March 1937 Spanish
Stalinist chief José Diaz laid down
the line bluntly:

"[f in the beginning the various pre-
mature attempts at 'socialization' and
‘collectivization,' which were the re-
sult of an unclear understanding of the
character of the present struggle,
might have been justified by the fact
that the big landlords and manufac-
turers had deserted their estates and
factories and that it was necessary
at all costs to continue production,
now on the contrary they cannot be
justified at all. At the present time,
when there is a government of the
Popular Front, in which all the forces
engaged in the fight against fascism
are represented, such things are not
only not desivable, but absolutely im-
permissible.” [our emphasis]
- —=Communist International,
1937

May

But in tirading against the seething
struggles of the Spanish toilers Diaz
and the other PCE leaders were only
parroting the anti-revolutionary line
of the Kremlin bureaucracy. A few
months earlier, in December 1936,

~Stalin dispatched a personal letter to

Prime Minister Largo Caballero ad-
vising him to conciliate "the middle
and lower bourgeoisie...[by] pro-
tecting them against confiscations"
(reprinted in New York Times, 4
June 1939).

. But the "we"

But most of all, the Stalinistspro-
vided the rallying force for the at-
tack on the Spanish labor movement.
On 17 December 1936 Pravda laid out
Stalinist policy with undisguised
counterrevolutionary zeal:

"So far as Catalonia is concerned
the cleaning up of the Trotskyist
and Anarcho-Syndicalist elements has
already begun, and it will be carried
out with the same energy as in the
JU.S.S.R."

—quoted in Gerald Brenan, The

Spanish Labyrinth

Pravda's words rang all too true.
PSUC commissar Salas directed the
attack on the Telefénica and coordin-
ated the attacks upon the workers
militias. For' the PSUC the barri-
cades posed no problem whatsoever:
their members were the only working-
class tendency on the side of the Com-.
panys goverment. There could be no
excesses in the rooting out of
"Trotskyist™ and "Anarcho-
Syndicalist" "Francoist agents"; and
the hidden dungeons and torture cham-
bers in the basements of PSUC-
controlled police prefectures attest
to this.

The Downfall of Spanish
‘Anarchism

The May Days proved the undoing

- of the oldest current in the Spanish

labor movement: Anarchism. The
entry into the Catalan and Madrid
governments had exposed the funda-
mental opportunism and class col-
laborationism of the CNT-FAl leader-
ship. The May Days forced them to
choose between their working-class
base and the bourgeoisie; in the final
analysis they chose the latter.

The CNT newspaper, Solidaridad
Obrera, attempted to bury the news
of the attack on the Telef6nica; mean-
while, the CNT-FAI leaders ma-
neuvered to "negotiate" its surrender
to the Generalitat. As the CNT ranks -
swelled the barricades and took con-
trol of the city, the CNT-FAI issued
a leaflet exhorting the workers to:

"Put down your arms; embrace like
brothers! Victory will be ours if
we unite; we shall be defeated if
we fight among ourselves.”
—quoted in Grandizo Muniz, Jalones
de dervota; promesa de victoria
included the first 1,500
Assault Guards sent by the central
government (which had moved to Val-
encia) to drown the workers in blood.
The CNT-FAI sent its top leaders
to Barcelona—to counsel "serenity”
and abandoning the barricades. CNT
National Secretary Marciano Vasquez,
the Anarchist Minister of Justice Gar-
cia Oliver and Federica Montseny
(the "Pasionaria™ of the CNT) has-
tened to Barcelona from Valencia—
each one with the same message:
surrender. As the cops streamed into
the city Oliver, the most brazen among
them, urged the workers, "Hold your
fire; embrace the Assault Guards!"
{(quoted in Muniz, op. cit.).

The Anarchist leaders faced no
easy task. Clearly in command mili-
tarily, the workers were ill disposed
to surrender to the hated police and
Stalinists. But without organized
leadership and following the demoral-
izing treachery of their leaders the
workers drifted from the barricades.
By May 6 the Generalitat controlled
the city and reprisals were launched.
Even the official CNT-FAI apologist
was forced to admit:

"the overwhelming majority of the
population were with the C.N.T....
It would have been easy to attack
the centre of the city, had the re-
sponsible committee so decided....
But the Regional Committee of the

C.N.T. was opposed to it."
. —Augustin Souchy, The Tragic Week

in May

The barricades were finally aban-
doned in exchange for the "promise"
to "negotiate.” With the barricades
down, the police seized the Tele-
fénica and rampaged through the
working-class neighborhoods. How-
continued on page 10
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Administration on Union-Busting Rampage-

Ann Arbor Rally Defends Strike Militants

ANN ARBOR—The administration of
the University of Michigan (U-M)
campus here has used the bitter
defeat of the recent strike by Local
1583 of the American Federation of
State, County and Municipal Employ-
ees (AFSCME) to victimize strike
militants. The contract imposed by the
U-M administration includes a re-
prisal clause that gives management
the power to fire any worker charged
with "misconduct™ during the strike.

Since the strike endea March 20
twenty strikers have been fired and
another eleven AFSCME members,
including local president Joel Block,
have been suspended. In addition,
seven student workers who have no
union protection have been axed.
Nearly all those victimized were ac-
tively involved in the strike, many
defending AFSCME picket lines and
attempting to keep scabs out of uni-
versity facilities. The student work-
ers who were fired all had refused
to cross picket lines and refused
to work for the duration of the
AFSCME strike.

As part of a campaign to force
the administration to rehire the 38
workers a rally of about 60 students
and university employees was held
on campus April 6 around the de-
mands: No reprisals! Drop the
charges! Full reinstatement for all
victimized workers with full back
pay! The protest demonstration had
been called by the United Front
Against Reprisals (UFAR), an ad
hoc committee initiated and active-
ly supported by the Spartacus Youth
League at Ann Arbor. Other endorsers
of UFAR included the Revolutionary
Student Brigade, Clericals for a
Democratic Union, Union of Radical
Political Economists, Stewards Coun-
cil of the Graduate Employees Organ-
ization, Clericals Strike Support
Committee and the Ann Arbor
Tenants Union,

Speakers at the rally included a
fired AFSCME worker, who solidar-
ized with student efforts to beat back
the administration witchhunt of strike
militants. Also addressing the demon-
stration were spokesmen from the
Graduate Employees Organization,
the Clericals -Strike Support Com-
mittee and the SYL.

Stalinist Sectarianism
Backfires

To their discredit the Stalinists
of the Young Workers Liberation
League (YWLL), youth group of the
pro-Moscow Communist Party, ac-
tively attempted to sabiotage the de-

fense work launched by UFAR. On-

March 23 the SYL first proposed a
united-front rally at a meeting called
by members of the Student Support
Committee, a YWLL-dominated
strike support group. After discus-
sion, the SYL proposal was adopted
and UFAR was established, Among
the endorsers of UFAR was a leader
of the Student Support Committee,
In supporting the SYL proposal she
noted that the Student Support Com-
mittee had become defunct,

But the YWLL, placing its anti-
n"Trotskyite” sectarianism higher
than its professed solidarity with the
victimized strikers, resurrected its
empty~-shell Student Support Commit-
tee for the sole purpose of split-
ting and wrecking the UFAR defense
campaign then underway. However,
_the blatant sectarian maneuvering

of the Stalinists backfired. When a
YWLL spokesman denounced UFAR
at its second meeting and called for
a walkout, half of the slate of the
Student Organizing Committee—the
main public vehicle for YWLL poli-
tics on campus—remained.

Nor did the YWLL fare any better
with its "reactivated” Student Support
Committee. At a meeting of the Stu-
dent Support Committee called after

the YWLL failed to wreck UFAR,’

a contingent of UFAR supporters in-
tervened to argue against the sectari-
an tactics of the Stalinists. During
the lengthy political discussion SYL
supporters blasted the YWLL for its
role throughout the entire strike, when
the Stalinists uncritically supported
Block, even his call for the ranks
to accept a sell-out contract including
the reprisals clause., Unable to defend
their politics and deeds from open
criticism, the YWLL supporters fi-
nally got up and flounced out of their
own meeting!

Arm of Defense or Appendage of
Bureaucrats?

While the Stalinists slithered
around seeking to sabotage the united-
front defense rally (to no avail), at-
tempts were also made to hamstring
UFAR. Within UFAR the Clericals
for a Democratic Union' (CDU)—a
small grouping which belonged to the
United Auto Workers until Local 2001
was decertified not long ago—
proposed that UFAR, in effect, sub-
ordinate itself to the All Campus
Labor Council (alargely fictive struc-
ture created by Block several years
ago). At the second meeting of UFAR
the CDU introduced a proposal which
in part stated that "the All Campus
Labor Council is the only campus
organization which can at this time
coordinate the defense efforts of
workers and students and undertake
all campus joint labor-student action.”

In response, the SYL argued that
while any student-centered defense
committee should seek to work as
closely as possible with the official
AFSCME defense committee, UFAR
must maintain its organizational and
political autonomy as agenuine united
front. Thus, the CDU proposal would
have limited UFAR defense work to
the do-nothing policies of the All

- Campus’ Labor Council.

During the AFSCME strike, for
example, the Labor Council bureau-
crats paid lip service to labor soli-
darity, but did nothing more than
call for a one-day work stoppage in
support of the campus strike. But at
the next Labor Council meeting two
days later even this token gesture was
rescinded, as CDU supporters and
Tenants Union members were red-
baited and finally ejected from the
meeting. Having retreated from call-
ing even a one-day work stoppage,
the Labor Council bureaucrats cer-
tainly could not be expected now to
"coordinate the defense efforts of
workers and students and undertake

all campus joint labor-student .

action™!

Not only in the defense committee.
but also during the AFSCME strike,
the CDU distinguished itself by build-
ing illusions in the Labor Council
bureaucracy. When the Labor Council
called for the one-day work stoppage,
the CDU acted as a left cover for
the bureaucrats, hoping that the labor
fakers might make good on their
promises. But all the CDU got in
return was vicious redbaiting and ex-
clusion at the Labor Council meeting.

No doubt the CDU would argue

that during the AFSCME strike "only

the Labor Council” ecould organize
a campus-wide work stoppage. Mean-
while; the fake-militants of the CDU
crossed AFSCME picket lines during
the strike and claimed that this scab-
bing was justified until such time as
the bureaucrats organized mass pick-
eting to shut down the entire campus!
For all its class-struggle slogans and
militant rhetoric the CDU lacks the
elementary union consciousness—not
to mention courage—of the several
dozen workers who were victimized
for refusing to cross union picket
lines during the strike.

The administration campaign of
union busting, which over the last
three years has included intimidation
and firing of union militants as well
as tearing up of union contracts,
must be rolled back. A militant de-
fense based on the broadest possi-
ble mobilization of campus workers
and students could stop the admini-
stration dead in its tracks. More
united-front defense actions areneed-
ed to rally support behind the
demands: NO REPRISALS—DROP
THE CHARGES! REINSTATE ALL
VICTIMIZED WORKERS WITH FULL
BACK PAY! =

In March the Spartacus Youth
League held. a successful West
Coast educational conference in the
Bay Area. More than 125 sup-
porters of the SYL and Spartacist
League from San Diego to Van-
couver participated in the weekend
gathering, Stimulating discussions
were generated by presentations on

Permanent Revolution, 1920-1927"
and "Workers Control, Workers
Management and Nationalizations,"
For many of the conference parti-
cipants the highpoint of the educa-
tional was a report on past and
present oppositions in the United

YL Educational Highiighted
By Report of Steel Oppositionist

Young Spartacus

Session of educational devotéd to discussion of workers control.

"The Communist International and .

Steelworkers by a class-struggle
rank-and-file militant, Citing the
demagogic promises made by Abel
when he was manuevering to oust
McDonald, the reporter cut through
all the fake-militant posturing of
"Qilcan Eddie" Sadlowski and vi-
vidly described the tasks and op-
portunities facing genuine class-
struggle oppositionists in  the
Steelworkers union. (For anedited
transcript of this presentation, see
"Bureaucratic Oppositions in
Steel," Workers Vanguard, 29 April
19717.) After his report, the con-
ference concluded with a rousing
singing of the Internationale,
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Down With Harvard Kangaroo Court!

CAMBRIDGE —Every year since 1970
students at Harvard University have
voted to boycott the Committee on
Rights and Responsibilities (CRR)—
the star chamber established in June
1969 to discipline student radicals
following the militant anti-war sit-in
at University Hall two months earlier.
At that time nearly 200 students were
arrested when Harvard president
Nathan Pusey called in 500 Cambridge
cops toclear the administrationbuild-
ing. But recently Harvard freshmen
voted to send representatives to the
CRR for the first time in sevenyears.

“We Don't Follow
the Rules”

As originally constituted by a fac-
ulty vote, the CRR was to consist
of seven faculty members, one senior
tutor, four undergraduates and two
graduate students. CRRhearings have
always been closed to the public as
well as the campus press, As one
CRR member declared, "The princi-
ple to us is very important that
these meetings not be open to Crimson
reporters" (quoted in We're Righte
You've Responsible, an undated SDS
pamphlet).

In addition, the CRR de€nies its -
defendants the right to legal repre- -

sentation and never once has granted
requested appeals. Conservative pro-
fessor and CRR member James Q.
Wilson put it bluntly, "We don't follow
the rules of a criminal court, we
don't swear in witnesses, we don't
exclude hearsay evidence, we don't
exclude irrelevant matters." To pro-
test this kangaroo court the original
student representatives (freshman
and upperclassmen) quit the CRR,

and for the next seven years a
Harvard-wide boycott left their seats
vacant.

The demise of the boycott has been
seized upon as evidence proving the
triumph of conservatism among Har-
vard undergraduates. Much ado has
been made in the Harvard campus
press as well as ih national maga-
zines such as Newsweek about the
present political quiescense at Har-
vard compared to the turbulent poli-
tical -protests of the late 1960's and
early 1970's.

It is certainly true that New Left
student activism has long been dis-
sipated at Harvard, As political
apathy has increased on campus, the
Harvard administration has been em-
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boldened to take the offensive in re-

~versing the few gains which were won

through militant student action over
the past decade. The firing of popular
leftist faculty in Afro-American Stud-
ies has kept the department intimi-
dated and tiny, while last year ROTC
in effect was restored throughcross-
registration at nearby MIT. )

But the end of the student boy-
cott did not signal student support for
administration disciplinary policies.
In the freshman vote the boycott pro-
posal lost by only a very small margin.
Moreover, as the many articles and
letters submitted to the Harvard
Crimson revealed, the freshman vote
reflected a sentiment that reforming
the CRR "from within" would prove
more effective than boycotting the
committee. As in the past, Harvard
upperclassmen voted to continue the
boycott, as did the students on the
Committee on Housing and Under-
graduate Life,

Abolish the Disciplinary
Committee!

At Harvard the Spartacus Youth
League called for the continuation
of the boycott as a gesture of pro-
test, as did the Task Force on Af-
firmative Action. But the SYL argued
that neither boycott nor pressuring
the CRR could force the administra-~
tion to cease victimizing radical stu-
dents and others who run afoul of the
racist, anti-working-class Harvard
administration. :

More than once over the last
seven years the Harvard administra-
tion has demonstrated its contempt
for student rights. In 1970 four stu-

‘dents were charged “with violating

Dean Ernest May's freedom of speech
by chanting as he read over a mega-
phone a warning to protesting black
students. Several months later
another student was charged with
"Chairing a meeting at which a pro-
posal was made, which, had it been
put into effect [!], might have violated
!!] the Resolution on Rights and
Responsibilities." The CRR hear-
ings are often deliberately scheduled
during the summer, when fewer stu-
dents are around to protest, and some
hearings have even been held in the
absence of the accused.

‘Student participation in the CRR
will only lend legitimacy to the un-
democratic disciplinary policies and
witchhunting of the Harvard adminis-
tration. As Harvard students and cam-~
pus organizations (including the SYL)
prepare to protest the imperialist
symposium on U.S. policy in Africa
scheduled for April 29-30 at the
DuBois Institute, the CRR stands
fully constituted and ready to deal
with "disruptors.”

As long as Harvard remains in
the hands of its bourgeois trustees
any administration code of "rights
and responsibilities™ can only be
class-biased and racially discrimin~
atory. The CRR should be abolished
and the campus cops who defend the
"law and order™ of the administration
should be removed from campus.
Harvard should be nationalized and its
administration abolished and replaced
by student/teacher/campus-worker
control. The real criminals are the
Harvard Corporation and their admin-
istration, who maintain Harvard as
an ultra-elite institution to serve the
interests of a decaying capitalist
order.m ‘

Martin Luther
King...

continued from page 12

supporting the firing of hundreds of
striking black sanitationmen in At-
lanta by black Democrat Maynard
Jackson. Denouncing the union, Martin
Luther King Sr. stated, "If any group
comes in to try to destroy our town,
we are against it, with all the power
we have....I say, fire them!" (quoted
in New York Times, 5 April).

The posthumous glorification of
Martin Luther King Jr. is possible
today only because the militant black
movement which once so sharply and
effectively criticized King has been
destroyed. The Black Panther Party,
the most subjectively revolutionary
expression of the black nationalism
which emerged in reaction tothe sell-
out policies of King, was decimated
through naked cop terror and then
split asunder. by its political contra-
dictions ("serve-the-people” re-
formism of Newton versus "off-the-
pig" adventurism of Cleaver).

Nor could the "Black Power"
movement provide a viable alter-
native. In the years after King's
death the Student Nonviolent Co-
ordinating Committee foundered, as
Julian Bond and John Lewis opted for
careers in bourgeois politics, as Rap
Brown was framed up and imprisoned,
and as Stokely Carmichael embraced
virulent "cultural nationalism."

In this period the only tendency
to put forward a class analysis of
racial oppression and to intervene in
the black movement with a revolu-
tionary program was the Spartacist
League. Despite our small size and
meager resources our tendency
initiatedr the wunited-front Har-

v

lem Solidarity Committee in 1964
following the Harlem "riots," and in
the South our comrades promoted
the self-defense efforts of the Deacons
for Defense and Justice. In addition
to calling for disciplined, organized
black self-defense the Spartacist
League combatted illusions in Demo-
cratic "reform"™ movements—such as
the Mississippi Freedom Democratic
Party-—and called for a complete
break with the Democratic Party of
cold-war liberals, Southern racists,
kept labor fakers and Uncle Toms.
Our call for a Freedom Labor Party
was designed to pose the need for
the civil rights movement to link its
struggle with the organized labor
movement—a task which would re-
quire the intervention of class-
struggle militants in the trade unions
to struggle to oust the bureaucrats
who keep labor tied tothe Democratic
Party and who refuse to challenge the
racist status quo.

«

“BEWARE MURDERERS
THAT WEEP”

(Spartacist leaflet dated 6 April 1968)

The murder of Martin Luther King
is an indication of the increasingly
violent attacks coming against black
working people and poor. King was at-
tempting to lead the strike of 1300
Memphis sanitationmen, mostly
black, who have been on strike since
12 February. Tremendous community
support had developed for the strike,
and a successful economic boycott of
downtown stores was carried out. The
strikers are demanding union recog-
nition, a dues checkoff system and
higher wages, since of course black
workers are lowest paid.

The response of the racist white
power structure was swift and violent.

On 28 March, amarchled by King sup-
posedly "exploded™ into violence, re-
sulting in the murder of ablack youth,
Larry Payne, age 16, by the Memphis
police. And then on 4 April, King
himself was assassinated.

Every capitalist politician has ex-
pressed deep grief over the loss of
King. LBJ made a nationwide address
deploring violence, after which he
called 12,000 troops into Washington,
D.C. to keep "order." Vice President
Humphrey shed -bitter tears, and the
Memphis city government promised
to catch the killer, although they pro-
mised nothing to the striking Memphis
sanitationmen.
Memphis is still being collected by
scabs.) Now Mayor Lindsay wants to
attend King's funeral, after having at-
tempted to use troops againstthe New
York City sanitationmen's strike in
February.

No government official expressed
grief when MalcolmX was murdered
while New York City cops stood by, or
when Larry Payne was murdered by
the Memphis police. None of these
weeping officials have even mentioned
the -striking sanitationmen, who have
hung on without regular income for al-
most two months!

What are these fakers really weep-
ing about? As they keep repeating with
urgent tones, they miss the non-
violence which King preached. That's
not to say that LBJ and the other fakers
themselves believe in non-violence—
the black ghetto residents of Washing-
ton, Detroit, New York, etc., cantesti-
fy otherwise. But they do believe in
non-violence for black working people
and poor, since that makes their job so
much easier. Reject "blind violence,"”
says LBJ —and let the cops handle
things! v

These weeping politicians also

"miss the "friendly" approach of King,

who said he was "always willing to ne-

(The garbage in-

gotiate"—meaning talk behind closed
doors with LBJ, Kennedy, etc., towork
out some new fake concession. Now
they may have todeal more in the open,
and perhaps the Democratic and
Republican parties may lose their op-
pressive grip onblack working people.

What Now?

1—-The only defense of black working
people and poor is by being armed and
organized. The racist power structure
and its private allies are not non-
violent and so we mustbe equipped for
self-defense. As the Black Panthers of
Oakland, California urge: "Buy a gun
and stay home."

2-We must build a Freedom-Labor
Party. The two major parties, Demo-
crat and Republican, have shown
themselves to be tools of the bosses,
of the white power structure. All
working and poor people, black and
white, need a Freedom-Labor Party,
based on the power of workers and un-
employed, to destroy racism and fight
for the interests of working and poor
people.

3—We must fight in the labor move-
ment to throw out the conservative and
racist bureaucrats who make deals
with the bosses and help maintain the
poverty of black workers. To this end,
we must struggle for the shorter work
week with no loss in pay, whichpaves
the way for the hiring of the millions of
unemployed.

4—We must aid the Memphis sanita-
tionmen to victory against the racist
government, upgrading the black
worker. We call for united labor action
in other cities in support of the strik-
ers—such as the proposed shutdown of
the garment center in New York. And

we demand that the AFCSME
(AFL-CIO), to which the sanitation-

men are affiliated, participate in these
efforts as well as send money. B

t
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Young Spartacus

Barcelona
May Days...

continued from page 7

ever, the treachery of the CNT-FAI
did not stop here. Again Souchy
admits:

"Had the workers in the outlying
districts been informed immediately
of this development, they would surely
have insisted upon taking further
measures and returned the attack.”

Once again, Solidaridad Obrera sup-
pressed the news.

The open capitulation of the An-
archists fueled the courage of bour-
geois reaction on the Republican side.
Before the May conflagration Com-
panys haughtily dismissed the largest
workers party, predicting that its
leadership "would capitulate as they
always had before.” After the May
Days Jaume Miraltlles, a Catalan
Left minister in the Generalitat,
railed "in fact the Anarchists had
committed suicide. By this uprising
they had shown themselves incom-
petent" (quoted in Robert Payne, The
Civil War in Spain),

The actions of the CNT-FAI dur-
ing the May Days, their refusal to
take power and the desertion of their
followers, was the logical outcome of
their entry into the government. Writ-
ing in December 1937, Trotsky sum-
med up their role:

"In opposing the goal, the conquest
of power, the Anarchists could not’
in the end fail to oppose the means,
the revolution. The leaders of the
CNT and FAI not only helped the
bourgeoisie hold on to the shadow
of power in July 1936; they also
helped it to reestablish bit by bit
what it had lost at one stroke. In
May 1937, they sabotaged the up-
rising of the workers and thereby
saved the dictatorship of the bour-
geoisie. Thus anarchism, which
wished merely to be antipolitical,
proved in reality tobe antirevolution-
ary, and in the more critical
moments —counterrevolutionary,®
—The Lessons of Spain: The Last
Warning

POUM vs. Trotskyism

The most tragic capitulation was
that of the POUM. Up until mid-
September 1936, the POUM stood op-
posed to the Popular Front, at least
in words. As the CNT entered into
negotiations with the Generalitat, the

Gorrection

A few inaccuracies crept into our
article last issue on the activities
against a proposed tuition hike at the
University of Chicago ("As Liberals
Haggle to 'Open the Books' at
Chicago—SYL Says: Open Up Elite
Universities!” Young Spartacus, April
1977). The article states that the
Speakout Coaliton and the Young So-
cialist Alliance were demanding that
"the UC Trustees disclose their fi-
nancial empires.” In fact—and as the
headline of the article indicated—
these groups were demanding that the
UC administration disclose its finan-
cial records and budgetary informa-
tion. Also, the name of Milton Fried-
man's cohort in braintrusting the
"shock-treatment™ policies of the
Chilean junta—Arnold Harberger—

~was misspelled. Lastly, while one
SYL spokesman at the March 3
"speakout® at UC was both cheered
by part of the audience and booed by
Coalition supporters, a black SYL
supporter, who attempted to argue
for open admissions, and another
SYL supporter, who tried to announce
an SYL demonstration at the Univer-
sity of Illinois Chicago Circle, were
shouted down by anti-communists in
the audience and ruled "out of order®
by the chair.

POUM began to waver and on 18
September "declared itself "willing
to leave the question open.” Eight

~ days later POUM leader Andrés Nin

became Minister of Justice in a
bourgeois government.

"The entry of the POUM was a
decisive confirmation of Trotsky's
determined struggle against its for-
mation. The fusion of Nin’s followers,
the majority of the Spanish Left Op-
position, with Maurin came at the
expense of programmatic capitula-

POUM leader Andrés Nin. Once a leader
of the Profintern (Red International of
Trade Unions) and the Trotskyist
international Left Opposition, later
Minister of Justice in the bourgeois
Catalan government. Only weeks before
his murder at the hands of Stalinistthugs
he wrote, ’

“We are proud to proclaim that the
attitude of our party, whose prestige
among revolutionary workers has
greatly increased, eftectively
contributed to putting an end to the
bloody struggles which were
developing in the streets of Barcelona
and in avoiding the crushing of the
workers movement by ferocious
repression.”

As Saint-Just wrote long ago, “those
who go half-way in revolution dig their
own graves.” -

]

tions on the questions of the popular
front and Catalan nationalism. From
its inception, the POUM gravitated
into the left-wing orbit of the CNT
and never presented itself as a de-
termined competitor for leadership
of the class. Thus, when the CNT
opted for ministerial portfolios, the
POUM meekly followed suit.

During the initial phase of the
May Days the POUM played a de-
cisive military role. As the largest
organized force on the workers' bar-
ricades, the POUM militias num-
bered over 10,000, the POUM. was.
in a unique position to channel the
militant = disillusionmeént with the
treachery of the CNT tops into a con-
certed struggle for the seizure of
power. Instead the POUM carried its
politics of centrist capitulation to its
highest expression: it ordered its fol-
lowers off the barricades. As the prol-
etariat faced the onslaught of the
police, the May 6 issue of La Batalla
(the POUM newspaper) advised the
workers to "leave the streets" and
"return to work.”

The Spanish Trotskyists along with
a small left-wing anarchist group,
the Friends of Durruti, were the only
organizations to have called for the
defense of the barricades and raise
a program for the seizure of power.
Despite their size, the Bolshevik-
Leninist section of Spain (for the
Fourth International) widely dis-
tributed on the barricades the fol-

Jlowing leaflet dated May 4:

"LONG LIVE THE REVOLUTION-
ARY OFFENSIVE

No compromise. Disarmament of the
National Republican Guard and the
reactionary Assault Guards. This is
the decisive moment. Next time it
will be too late. General strike in
all the industries excepting those con-
nected with the prosecution of the
war, until the resignation of the reac-
tionary government. Only proletarian
power can assure military victory.

Complete arming of the working class.

Long live unity of action of CNT-

FAI-POUM.

Long live the revolutionary front of

the proletariat. '

Committees of revolutionary defense

in the shops, factories, districts.”

—quoted in Felix Morrow, R evolu-

tion and Counterrevolution in
Spain

Aftermath of the May Days

The May Days broke the back of
the struggle against Franco. The
Valencia government sent 6,000 As-
sault Guards (equipped with Soviet
arms and described by George Or-
well as by far the best troops he'd
seen in Spain) to smother the last
embers of workers insurrection.
When the fighting was over more than
500 had been killed, thousands
wounded and the militias decisively
defeated. Andrés Nin and Left anar-
chist leader Camillo Berneri—along
with numerous other proletarian mili-
tants—were murdered by the
Stalinists. The POUM was outlawed
and La Batalla banned; Solidaridad
Obvera was censored; and Caballero
and the Anarchists were driven from
the government. On 26 January 1939
Franco's troops marched into Barcel-
ona; the resistance had long before
been crushed.

An embittered George Orwell aptly
summed up the nature of the "anti-
fascist bourgeoisie’'s" war against
Franco:

"A government which sends boys of

fifteen to the front with rifles 40

years old and keeps its biggest men

and newest weapons in the rear, is
manifestly more afraid of the revolu-
tion than of the fascists.”

—Homage to Catalonia

Barcelona was the purest expres-
sion of the bourgeois character of the
popular front. As the battle lines
of the class struggle were drawn in
blood, only the Trotskyist program
offered the revolutionary proletariat
the path leading to the seizure of
power., The actions of the ostensible
revolutionaries, from the POUM on
the left to the Stalinists on the right,
confirmed Trotsky's classic
formulation:

"In reality, the People's Front is the
main question of proletarian class
strategy for this epoch. It also offers
the best criterion for the difference
between Bolshevism and Men-
shevism. ... All the People's Fronts
in Europe are only a pale copy and
often a caricature of the Russian
People's Front of 1917...."
~-~Writings, 1935-36
Popular fronts are bourgeois poli-
tical formations fundamentally coun-
terposed to proletarian class inter-
ests, The working class must give no
support to popular fronts, not even
voting for the workers parties within
them, This is the lesson of the Pop-
ular Front; two generations of the
Spanish working class have borne the
oppressive burden of Francoism as a
result. But this lesson must be em-
bodied in what Trotsky termed the
three conditions for victory in Spain:

the party, the party and once again
the party.

Forward to the building of a
Trotskyist party in Spain, section of
a reforged Fourth International!m

S.F. Nazis...

continued from page 5

from right-wing terror. To take only
one example: upon -arriving on the
scene of the storming of the "Rudolf
Hess Bookstore" the cops not only
intervened to protect the fleeing fas-
cist ringleader Allen Vincent, but
also arrested two of the community
residents, Morris Weiss and his son,
Allen,

Whenever the relationship of
forces permits, the fascists should
feel the wrath of their would-be
victims, as occurred inthe Sunset. As
Trotsky so aptly suggested,

"The tactical, or if you will, 'techni-
cal', task was quite simple—grab
every fascist or every isolated group
of fascists by their collars, acquaint
them with the pavement a few times,
strip them of their fascist insignia
and documents, and without carrying
things any further, leave them with
Jtheir fright and a few good black and
blue marks,"

~reprinted in Inlercontinental

Press. 2 December 1974

"While calling for racially inte-
grated defense squads to smash -the
fascists, the SYL refuses to call on
the bourgeois government or the cops
to "outlaw" or "fight" the Nazis, It
is particularly sickening to hear the
likes of Diane Feinstein, the notori-
ous union-busting member of the
Board of Supervisors, sympathize
with the demonstrators and proposea
bill to outlaw all use of the swastika,
Besides being an impotent gesture,
such a bill in the hands of the Board
of Supervisors could be used as a
precedent to witchunt the left and
labor movement, It is the Feinsteins,
Aliotos and Moscones who, through
attacks on the labor movement and
vicious racist actions such as Opera-
tion Zebra, have created the climate
from which the Nazis can most effec-
tively operate,

The events in the Sunset have
served as an inspiration to the labor
movement and minorities in San
Francisco, As a letter written to the
San Francisco Chronicle (20 April)
correctly observes:

"We are again, with the recent Nazi
episode in San Francisco, presented
with the myth of Nazis as harmless
fools who won't gain a foot hold in
this country, especially, if we leave
them alone. ... Nazis representall the
animal like aspects of humans: death,
destruction, racism, sadism, Their
rise is to be equated with murder,
There should be no freedom of speech
for Nazis because they have proven
they will carry out all they say unless
stopped. Congratulations to the
people of the Sunset district for
driving them out." m

Spartacus Youth
League Directory

v

Ann Arbor: SYL, Box 89, 4th floor
Michigan Union, Univ. of Michigan,
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Chicago: SYL, Box 4667, Main PO,
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Detroit: SYL, c/o SL, Box 663A, General
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Berkeley SYL
Campaign...

continued from page 3

ing attendant to unlock the Student
Union, since the site of the "pub-
lic"™ hearing, Eshleman Hall, was
bolted for the night!)

When the kangaroo-court hearing
finally got underway, Young Spartacus
ASUC presidential candidate Katie
Welsh took the floor only to denounce
the entire star-chamber proceedings
and then led a walkout of SYL candi-
dates and their supporters. Left alone
in their sandbox the Judicial Commit-
" tee members decided to uphold the

suit lodged by the ASUC attorney
general. - :

The following day, April 29, the
SYL continued to distribute the Young
Spartacus campaign statement.

The Young Spartacus electionplat-
form presented the Trotskyist analy-
sis of a broad range of contemporary
issues, including: the reactionary rul-
ing of the California Supreme Court on
minority admissions programs (the
Bakke decision) and our call for open
admissions; the controversy over
University of California investments
in South Africa and our call for labor
boycotts of all military goods to the
white-supremacist regimes; and the
furor created by fascist provocations
(such as occurred recently in San
Francisco's Sunsetdistrict—see arti-
cle this issue) and our call for work-
ers' defense guards to combat fascist
threats. .

In addition, the Young Spartacus
campaign statement highlighted the
activist work of the SYL at Berkeley.
It was the SYL that initiated united-
front demonstrations against ROTC
which involved hundreds of Berkeley
students during January, February
and March 1975. It was the SYL that

" initiated similar militant protests
against CIA/NSA recruitment on cam-
pus in November 1975. And it wasthe
SYL that rallied students at Berkeley
and other campuses in the Bay Area
to support the San Francisco muni-

cipal workers' strike in April of last
year, ‘
Reprinted below is the statement
which the Young Spartacus presiden-
tial candidate read to the ASUC Ju-
dicial Committee:

"We are attending this meeting for
one reason—to denounce this hearing

as a kangaroo court. We have come "
here against our will, given four hours

notice, and told to produce a full
legal brief in ten copies. We have pre-
viously informed the Elections Com-
mittee that we would only appear at
an open meeting held at a time and
place where students could attend.
Clearly, tonight's tribunal held at
10:00 p.m. and called with almost no
prior notice precludes participation
of students and faculty.

"In any case, it would ke impossi-
ble to hold a democratic hearing on
whether the Young Spartacus candi-
dates violated 6.25 of the election
guidelines, We do not recognize the
right of the Elections Committee to
'approve' our campaign material.
Compliance with the flagrantly un-
democratic regulation would establish
a precedent sanctioning future cen-
sorship of election material,
Both tonight's ‘hearing' and by-law
6.25 are of a piece with the ASUC's
attempt to solicit membership lists
last fall and the administration's
harassment of campus groups on
Sproul Plaza. All of these measures
are particulary directed against left-
wing organizations and are motivated
by an intention to clamp down on
campus political activity. The SYL

has fought these undemocratic mea--

sures and intends to once again op-
pose and fully publicize the outcome of
this . 'hearing'., We. remind tonight’s
fribunal of the Free Speech Movement
on this campus which fought out these
issues.

"The Spartacus Youth League
chose to run candidates in this elec-
tion not because of any illusions that
the power of the ASUC is anything
more than negligible, but as part of
our fight to win students to the
Trotskyist program of the Spartacist
League/SYL for revolutionary
working-class struggle and a workers
government.”" &

Anti-Kissinger
Campaign...

continued from page 2

cret high-level intelligence panel
which authorized $8 million for the
CIA in its covert operations to "de-
stabilize™ the popular-front Allende
regime. Testifying before a congres-
sional committee former CIA direc-
tor William Colby stated, "The agency
didn't do anything without the know-
ledge and consent of the Forty Com-
mittee™ (quoted in New York Times,
8 September 1974). o
It was also Kissinger who was re-
sponsible for drafting the "National
Security Study Memorandum 39"
which guided Nixon/Ford policy
toward South Africa and Rhodesia, in-

cluding providing the Vorster regime.

with fighter planes, advanced elec-
tronic defense systems and assistance
in developing its nuclear capacity.
Moreover, at the time of the civil
war in Angola the "Forty Committee"
authorized $60 million in aid to An-
golan nationalist forces which were
spearheaded by South African troops.
Unlike academics at Columbia and
elsewhere who apologize for imper-
ialist policies, Kissinger has trans-
lated his "theories™ intodeeds: death,
barbaric torture and bitter defeats
for our class brothers and sisters
around the world. To permit this war
criminal to don the robes of academic
respectability—to reap new rewards
for peddling his "prestige” and "ex-
pertise™ from some posh university
office—would be a travesty.

Keep Kissinger Off Campus!

What is necessary today are mili-
tant protests to demonstrate that war
criminals like Kissinger will not be
kindly received at Columbia. But from
the outset of the anti-Kissinger activi-
ties at Columbia two divergent per-
spectives have been advanced. At the
first planning meeting the SYL intro-
duced a proposal for a united-front

committee that would be open to all
who agreed with the single slogan,
"Keep Kissinger Off Campus!," and
that would seek to mobilize anti-
Kissinger sentiment into demonstra-
tions and other actions of protest.
Rejecting this perspective for action,
the liberals who were to coalesce as
the Ad Hoc Committee to Oppose the
Appointment of Kissinger counter-
posed polite pressure tactics such as
a petition campaign. :

Taking the lead, the SYL-initiated
Ad Hoc Committee to Keep Kissinger
Off Campus organized the first anti-
Kissinger demonstration and the first
teach-in at Columbia. It was these
visible and militant actions which
attracted the press and made the pro-
posed appointment of Kissinger a
controversy beyond Columbia,
After finding that President McGill
was, in his own brusk words, "im-
pervious" to petitions, the liberals
clustered around the rival Commit-
tee finally called their own rally and
teach~in, but organized them on an
anti-communist, exclusionist basis.
While attacking the SYL for raising
"politics" the liberal-dominated
Committee harbors its own politics,
having become nothing more than a
sounding board for squabbles over
whether the proposed appointment
was handled "according toprocedure”
and for hand-wringing moralizing
about the "mission" of Columbia.

In 1970 Henry Kissinger publicly
voiced his fear that he might not
be able to find refuge on any campus
in this country. Today, as part of our
struggle to win students to active
solidarity withthe cause and struggles
of the international working class,
the SYL welcomes the opportunity
to protest imperialist henchmen like
Daniel Moynihan, Gerald Ford and
Kissinger. Only last October
the SYL in Boston joined with about
400 students and workers for aprotest
demonstration agaiast an appearance
by Kissinger at Harvacl. Dur com-
rades at Columbia have and. will
continue to play a leading role in
mobilizing protest and organizing
demonstrations so that Henry Kis-
singer will once again not dare set
foot on campus. s

Letter of Resignation from Berkeley YSA

EDITOR'S NOTE: Reprinted below are
excerpts from a lengthy statement
which we received from a student at
Berkeley who recently resigned from
the Young Socialist Alliance(YSA), As
one of the most active YSA members
at Berkeley this semester, Chris F,
was asked to run in the campus elec-
tions on the Young Socialist slate,
Having developed important political
differences with the YSA he declined
to run in the elections and then sub-
mitted this statement of resignation,

26 April 1977
Dear comrades,

I have been considering the work
the Young Socialist Alliance has been
carrying out during the period of my
membership, and must decide that the
program and practice of the YSA,
and therefore also the SWP, is not
revolutionary., While I am relatively
new to Marxist politics, based on my
disagreements with the program on
the following significant questions, I
have decided to resignfrom the Young
Socialist Alliance,

The Steelworkers Fight Backcam-
paign of Ed Sadlowski is the present
major focus of our trade-union work,
Based on the large support which he
was gathering from the rank-and-
file around his campaign for "union
democracy," the SWP gave his cam-
paign whole-hearted support, The
SWP knew, knows, that he gives the
support of his campaign to the Demo-

cratic Party. This fact, that he hasn't
broken from acceptance of capitalist
parties and politics, let alone from
acceptance of capitalist economics,
already indicates that he is not a
leader of class-struggle, and can-
not lead the unionists in this neces-
sary direction, ... Sadlowski has, in
fact, already shown that he will sub-
ordinate the interests of the workers
to those of the companies, As Direc-
tor of District Thirty~-One, he did
not call for strike action, or any ac-
tion against the No-Strike Agreement
in a contract the rank-and-file did not
ratify, Also interestingis Sadlowski's
blank acceptance of layoffs in Gary,
Indiana, which is included in Workers
Vanguard of 17 Jan, 1973, ...

As Trotsky points outin The Trade
Unions in the Epoch of Imperialist
Decay, there can be no middle ground
between labor reformism and class~
struggle policies, and thus the role of
Trotskyists ought to be to explain "in-
adequgcies,” to explain and put for-
ward class-struggle policies in the

interests of the workers, For even

though such strategy may not be, is
not, widely accepted, if we arecor-
rect in word and action, they will
be taken up by the fellow-workers
in the unions,

The call of the Socialist Workers
Party "and the Young Socialist Al-
liance for "Federal Troops to Bos-

ton" to "defend" the rights of blacks.

and to implement school desegrega-
tion, as well as the presumption

that "mass demonstrations™ alone can
"morally isolate" the racist attack=-
ers in a period of rising violence,
stand opposedtohistoryand Trotsky's
writings on the state and Fascist
violence, These writings are applica-
ble to the need to defend the black
community against racist violence and
groups such as the South Boston Mar-
shals, Trotsky continually wrote of the
necessity to fight fascist violence by
building workers' self-defense
guards, or "flying squadrons of Union~
militants™ to be ready to effective-
ly halt this violence....

Lastly, while I initially agreed

. with the YSA's position on the Bakke

decision, 1 soon found it unac-
ceptable. ... although generalizing the
reactionary Bakke decision into re-
lationship with local and nationwide
attacks on minority-oriented and gen-
eral educational programs, the YSA

. did not lead students, faculty and

workers to see the necessity of a
broader, revolutionary program to
veally stop such actions as Bakke
represents: we did not raise the
slogans "Student-Teacher-Worker
control of the University"..

Secondly, and in this case more
importantly, we failed to advance the
demand for open admissions—full
costs to be underwritten by the state,
The YSA stated instead: the means
to defeat the Bakke decision, that is,
insure that the minorities and women
have access to the university-
graduate school levels of the educa-

-

tional system, is to defend and extend
minority admissions. ...

On the issuesaddressed abovelam
in essential agreement with the

. Spartacist League-SYL,

I plan to continue studying Trotsky -
ism_ further evaluate the positions
and history of the SWP-YSA, and in-
tend. to further study for.myself,
and do encourage other comrades in
the YSA to study for themselves, the
positions and program of the SL-SYL,

Fraternally,

Chris F,
Workers
Vanguard
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Racist Hypocrites Shed Tears 0vér M.L. King

‘May 1977

BEWARE MURDERERS THAT WEEP

Last month memorial meetings and
other activities were held across the
country to commemorate Dr., Martin
Luther King Jr. On the anniversary of
the death of King we reprint below
the leaflet—titled "Beware Murderers
That Weep”"—which the Spartacist
League distributed in the stormy days
following the assassination of the

civil-rights leader on April 4, 1968.

The cold-blooded murder of King
that day in Memphis provoked the most
massive outpouring of black rage seen
in this century. With fearful eyes the
American ruling class watched ghet-
tos explode from coast to coast. And
the response of these apostles of the
"Great Society" was swift and brutal.

As racist cops and trigger-happy
troops were turned loose to restore
"law and order” black people who had
taken to the streets in more than 130
cities were harassed and gassed,
roughed up and shot down. In the first
three days following the assassination
of King 38 people were killed, 3,550
injured and 16,255 hauled off to jail.
In Oakland the cops used the turmoil
in the black community as a pretext
to cut down Black Panther Party
militant Bobby Hutton and to wound
and arrest Eldridge Cleaver.

In the nine years that have elapsed
Martin Luther King has been lion-
ized, even cannonized, as a symbol
of the struggle for black equality.
Every year eulogies toKing are on the
lips of the bourgeois authorities,
whose hired guns brutally suppressed
the ghettos in April 1968 and are
alleged to have been implicated in his
assassination. Adding their own re-

frain are the reformists of the Com-
munist Party and the Socialist Work-
ers Party/Young Socialist Alliance,
which glorify King and solidarize with
his political perspectives.

But at the time of his death King
did not command the political authori-
ty which bothbourgeois hypocrites and
fake leftists today would give him;
in fact, his political fortunes were on
the wane. In the period preceeding his
death King had lost control over the
most active and dedicated black mili-
tants—and that meant he had alsolost
a significant part of his bargaining
power with the Democratic Party
establishment.

King had upset many civil-rights
activists when he refused to call any
significant protest actions in 1964
(so as to avoid embarrassing the
Democrats in the elections) and ac-
tively collaborated with LBJ and the
Dixiecrats in railroading the Missis-
sippi Freedom Democratic Party out
of the Democratic convention. At the
time of the Watts ghetto upheaval the
following year King placed himself
squarely on the side of the rioting
cops, who drowned the uprising in
the blood of 35 black people. "Rivers
of blood may have to flow before we
gain our freedom," sermonized King,
"but it must be our blood."

The utter bankruptcy of the liberal-
dominated civil-rights movement was
graphically revealed by the decline
and disintegration of King's move-
ment. Yet the legacy of King lives on
in the deeds and politics of his
disciples and loyal collaborators.
While Martin Luther King had to main-

tain afictive political *independence,”
keeping his wheeling and dealing with
the ruling class behind the scenes
s0 as not to compromise himself with
his restive ranks, his followers no
longer feel the same pressure from
their constituency and have abandoned
any pretense of "independence" from
the Democratic establishment.

Christian Leadership Conference in-
clude Jesse Jackson, whose PUSH
(People United to Save Humanity)
offers nothing more than Booker T.
Washington "bootstrapping,” and An-
drew Young, who now fronts for
"ethnic purity" Carter as a globe-
trotting mouthpiece for U.S.
imperialism.

Ii-'THEﬁ IS ANY BLOOD
SPILLED IN THE STREETS,
LET IT BE ov/@ BLOOD! )

JECTN &'I

M.L. King, Jr. on 1965 Watts “rioters”: “it was necessary that as powerful a police
force as possible be brought in to check them.” Cartoon from Muhammad Speaks.

Coretta King, his widow, today ac-

tively promotes the Democratic Party
and the traditions of Kennedy liberal-
ism (as U.S. Attorney General Robert
Kennedy sanctioned FBI wiretaps on
King). Other graduates of the Southern

Likewise, while King in his last
days sought to boost his sagging au-
thority by throwing his support be-
hind striking sanitationmen in Mem-
phis, his father is today vociferously

continued on page 9

 Discredited ’by '

Jim Crow Stand-

Over the past two years few on
the American left have so shame-
lessly flaunted their opposition to
busing for school desegregation as
the "Jim-Crow" Maoists of the Rev-
olutionary Communist Party (RCP)
and its youth group,. the Revolution-
ary Student ‘Brigade. {RSB). But the
reformist RCP.now seems to be having
some qualms about its "separate-
but-equal™ line on busing that has
brought nothing but contempt from
most serious militants on the left
and in the black movement.

Prominently featured 'in the April
issue of Revolution,the monthly press
of the RCP, is a letter about busing
from some self-described "friends
in the East Bay" who "think your
[the RCP] articles sound segrega-
tionist™ and are "jive." But instead
of the usual response denouncing sup-
porters of busing as "anti-working
class" Revolution waffles on the is-
sue, blithely suggesting that social-
ists should "not write off the possi-
bility that some particular [busing]

plan should be supported if it is a

real concession from the ruling

class.”
"We recognize there has been a

tendency to stress just the question
of quality education and a failure to
take up the questions of equality and
integration," confesses Revolution!in
a humble-pie "self-criticism.” But’
there has been much more than just

a "tendency"! When busing provoked
a vicious racist backlash in Boston
beginning in late 1974 Revolution
screamed in a front-page headline,
"People Must Unite to Smash Boston
Busing Plan!" A year later the RCP
in Boston was still marching to the
chant, "From Hyde Park to Mattapan,
we'll smash Phase Two anyway we
can!"™ And when busing in Louisville
was met with mob violence spear-
headed by the fascistic Ku Klux Klan,
the RCP glowed, "When school opened
in Louisville under a new court-
imposed busing plan, the spontaneous

UPI
B
)
”‘:.;

White mob attacks black worker aurlng
anti-busing racist backlash in Boston,
Fall 1974.

fight back was tremendous"” (Revolu=
tion, October 1975).

While the RCP counterposed "qual-~
ity education” to desegregation in the
manner of Louise Day Hicks, and her

.ilk, the Spartacist League/Spartacus

Youth League called for support to
busing in Boston and elsewhere as a
means of enforcing school desegre-
gation and ensuring black people their
democratic right of equal access to
public educational facilities. But un-
like the pro-busing liberals, who are
content to limit desegregation plans
to the decrepit and overcrowded
inner-city schools, we demand that
busing be extended to include the rela-
tively superior suburban schools and
that low-rent, high-quality integrated
public housing be constructed to be-
gin to break down the barriers of
residential segregation.

To undercut racist demagogy about
"quality education" we link our’ sup-
port for busing to the call for all
public schools, from kindergarten to
state universities, to be adequately
funded by the federal government.
And when busing provokes racist vio-
lence we call for the formation of
labor-black defense to protect black

people and drive forward the struggle

for school desegregation.

Behind the dishonest and con-
sumately cynical "self-criticism" of
the RCP is an opportunist appetite
to hedge its bets on the busing issue;

RCP For and Against Busing

the RCP would like to be in a position
to tail both the liberal integrationists
and backward workers who oppose
busing, Thus, the Revolution response
painfully avoids stating whether the
RCP is for or against thebusingplans
which are in effect today. Instead,
Revolution assures its readers that
the RCP prefers to wait for the bour-
geoisie to come up with a busing plan
that will "provide integrated, equal
and better education,” Then-or
rather, maybe then-the RCP will sup-
port busing. After ranting for two
years that busing plans can only be

' pernicious ploys, the RCP now fosters

the illusion that the liberal bourgeoi-
sie will provide genuine quality edu-
cation and eliminate segregation.

_ Moreover, the RCP does not even
bother to consider how the racist
backlash is to be defeated, Perhaps
the RCP and RSB still wants to avoid
confronting the racist mobs, whose
"fight back" has been glorified in the

‘pages of Revolution,

We will watch with interest to see
whether the RCP and RSB, in their
new campaign to "put popularity in
command,™ ends up marching with the
NAACP in Los Angeles and the Klan
in Louisville. That, comrades of the
RCP and RSB, would not merely be
"two-line struggle"—with the RCP/
RSB on both sides. It would re-
present the death agony of apolitical-
1y bankrupt organization. m





