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Who Elected
Gerald Ford?

Ford Pardons Nixon—Extradite Nixon to Hanoi!

Both the Republican and Democratic Parties,
and the bourgeois press from the liberal New
York Times to the conservative Chicago Tribune,
for the first time since the initial disclosures
of Nixon's Watergate scandal are now united in
hailing Fresident Gerald Ford as some sort of
moral savior. It is not that the air is no longer
filled with the ™stench of Watergate,” but rather
that the bourgeoisie hopes Gerald Ford can quickly
deodorize the political climate.

The agreement to "bury Watergate™ by burying
Nixon was made in the interests of a stabilized
domestic government and a smoother functioning
imperialist order. Capitalist politicians face an
annual inflation of 10 percent, the distinct possi-
bility of a rapidly impending major depression,
a nation-wide wage offensive and heightened inter-
imperialist rivalries. The prospects of a fully

terity measures or score ever greater diplomatic
coups was manifestly out of the question. Thus,
the political representatives of the ruling class
bounced MNixon and immediately covered-up
Henry Kissinger's own surreptitious surveillance
activities.

The position of most of the American left that
Watergate represented a fundamental political split

within the ruling class appears even more patently
unreal given the bourgeoisie's mopping up of the
Watergate affair. The fact that all wings of the
bourgeoisie have rallied behind and ushered in
Ford—tireless anti-communist, racist and anti-labor
voter, big spender for the Defense Department,
and non-spender for social-services—is final proof
that the Watergate crisis centered not on Nixon's
basic policies but rather his haughty and intolerable
disregard for his bourgeois peers and cronies.
During the Watergate Congressional hearings Texas
black Democrat Barbara Jordan made the frank
observation that Nixon's crime consisted in using
against representatives of his class methods of
‘political surveillance and harassment normally re-
served for socialists, trade union militants and
blacks:

- "There is no question about ihe right of the Presi-
AR O LISIE” WarTaniless wiretaps even in the

interests of national security. We -don't quarrel
about that. It dates back to 1940. President Roose-
velt in 2 memo to his Attorney General,. Attorney
General Jackson, stating that it is in the national
security to prevent subversive activities to insti-
gate these wiretaps. But that's not what we're
concerned about.”
—quoted in the Militant, 9 August 1974

continued on page 5
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As Nixon was holed-up in White House, Ford was
being groomed for presidency, When Ford spoke at
U. Michigan, Ann Arbor (above), RCY participated
in demonstration outside, '

~ National Conference Consolidates Growth

RCY Becomes
SPARTACUS YOUTH LEAGUE

Over the July 4 weekend 185 delegates and
observers met in the Niagara region for the Third
National Conference of the Revolutionary Commu-
nist Youth (RCY). In the period since our last
national conference the RCY has experienced dyna-
mic growth, expressed in significant steady re-
cruitment, continued establishment and consolidation
of active campus fractions, geographical extension
through new branches and regional work and greatly
increased press circulation, The RCY has run com-
munist election campaigns at four campuses, con-
ducted principled united-front defense work, partici-
pated in strike support and a number of important
campus union organizing drives and helped to
build the Spartacist League-initiated campaigns
around the defense of Chilean political prisoners
and solidarity with the British miners strike. As
a result the RCY has become one of the most
influential left groups on the campuses.

continued on page 9
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DITORIAL NOTE

‘Exclusions by Boston
“Socialist”’-Feminists

The petty-bourgeois feminist movement in Boston
of late has fallen on hard times. The hapless re-
formists of the Socialist Workers Party/Young
Socialist Alliance have seen their single-issue
"mass movement,” the Women's National Abortion
Action Coalition, collapse following the Supreme
Court ruling legalizing abortion, Early this year
Roxanne Dunbar's self-proclaimed "radical femin-
ist® Female Liberation, one of the pioneering femin-
ist collectlves, disbanded following a long period
of stagnation.

In an attempt to revitalize the feminist movement
politically a Socialist-Feminist study group was
launched this spring largely through the initiative
of the Cambridge Women's Center. The announced
objective of the group was todevelop a viable program
and strategy for women's liberation through the
study and discussion of assorted "socialist~-feminist”
literature, most prominently Sheila Rowbotham's
influential Women, Resistance and Revolution. The
group initially attracted a politically diverse range
of women, some of whom seriously expressed the
desire to evaluate the past failures of the feminist
movement and transcend classless "sisterhood.”

Members of the' Spartacist League and the
Spartacus Youth League (formerly the Revolutionary
Communist Youth) participated in the several study
circles, which were established for the summer by
the first general meetings of the group, presenting
a revolutionary socialist analysis of women's oppres-
sion. However, as soon as the political discussions
began, the anti-communist feminists of the Women's
' Center were forced to abandon all their "socialist"
pretensions and democratic posturing.

In one of the circles the feminist leaders panicked
when a member of the SL/RCY began to present
~a class analysis of the woman questmn, and
summarily excluded her for being a "member of a
democratic centralist organization with a line."
This blatantly bureaucratic and anti-communist
exclusion was defended on the pretext that such
affiliation was incompatible with some "Principle
of Unity," a draft document which had never been
discussed much less adopted by the group.

It very soon became apparent that the Women's
Center leadership intended to ram through a more
calculated anti-communist purge of the study circles.
The Program Committee, which was merely aliaison
body comprised of one representative from each of
the seven constituent circles, in a shabby maneuver
to implicitly disassociate itself from the first ex-
clusion declared that henceforth all supporters of
the SL/RCY would be permitted to attend only one
study circle. But simultaneously the Committee
leaders launched a behind-the-scenes campaign for
the complete exclusion of the SL/RCY based upon
the most poisonous anti-communism: the SL/RCY

"is only here to recruit" and owes its "primary
commitment™ to another organization; the SL/RCY
"has a line" and thus "would be disruptive in the
future,”

Unable to face the test of open political debate,
these feminists resort to bureaucratic suppression
of revolutionary politics and anti-communist ex-
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clusion. While railing against the real discrimi-
nation against women in the bureaucratically de-
formed workers states (USSR, China, Cuba, etc.)
the "socialist™ feminists trample upon the most
elementary norms of workers democracy within
their own group.

As a result of this red-baiting whisper campaign,
two study groups voted to exclude SL/RCY parti-
cipants, while two others decided against exclusion
and for a general membership meeting to debate
the question, However, one of the opposing circles,
dominated by members of the social-democratic
New American Movement (which itself has a long
record of anti-communist exclusionism), later re-
versed its decision in favor of expulsion, apparently
after having been assured that the purge would not
be extended to NAM supporters as well,

On 1 July the Boston SL/RCY issued a state-
ment, "Against Our Exclusion," which called upon
all the study circles to repudiate the exclusions
and demand a membership meeting to discuss
openly the political basis for participation in the
study circles. At the next meeting the Program
Committee was successful in pushing through a
motion to exclude all members of the SL/RCY.
At this point the SL/RCY, together with almost
half the body present, walked. out of the meeting.
The majority of the Cambridge-Alston circle joined
together with supporters of the SL/RCY in a separ-
ate group whicn will pe studying the communist
approach to women's liberation, and is preparing
an open letter to the Socialist-Feminists to expose
the role of the Cambridge Women's Center leader-
ship. The Boston Socialist-Feminists group, through
its policy of exclusionism, has exposed its funda-
mental anti-communism and doomed itself to early
disintegration.

No to the Violence Center'

Last fall Prdgresswe Labor Party/SDS and 1ts
catchall liberal front group, the Committee Against
Racism (CAR), launched a campaign to prevent the
establishment of a proposed "Center for the Study

and Reduction of Violence" at the Neuropsychiatric

-Institute on the University of - California at Los

Angeles (UCLA) campus. According to the unchal-
lenged allegations in CAR literature it appears very
likely that a large part of the Violence Center's
research will be devoted to developing methods of
"quieting” prisoners and offenders through chemical
pacification, lobotomization and psychosurgery and
to exploring generally the psychological bases of
social unrest.

Unable to get this "anti-racism" campaign off
the ground, SDS in a last-hope effort to spotlight
its activities staged a sit-in demonstration in an
administration office on 11 April. The entire body
of demonstrators—a total of three PL/SDS
supporters!—were arrested and now face possible
expulsion for this feeble, moralistic and idiotic
publicity stunt. While the Spartacus Youth League
opposes the campus-focused, liberal-egalitarian
CAR campaigns as diversions from the road of
class-struggle opposition to racial oppression, we
have consistently come to the defense of PL/SDS
when they have been threatened with administration
or police. victimization or reprisal. The SYL
demands that all charges against the Sit-In Three
be dropped immediately!

Marxists recognize that capitalism is a social
system based on the organized and institutionalized

violence of exploitation and oppression, and we

solidarize with the rebellions of the oppressed

against their exploiters. Scientific socialism none-
theless distinguishes between revolutionary violence
in the class struggle and the offen violent anti-social
behavior of mentally deranged and criminally in-
sane elements. But just as we stand fundamentally
opposed to the use of theories of genetic and racial
inferiority as a justification for repression or geno-
cide, we are opposed to thebarbaric abuse of medical
practices by the bourgeois authorities as forms of
repression and punishment which disfigure and
cripple their victims emotionally and mentally.
Only in the medical, rehabilitative and corrective
institutions of a workers state can the possibilities
of such techniques as psychosurgery be explored
and developed in a genuinely and consistently socially
beneficial manner.

All available evidence indicates that the Violence
Center will constitute a highly specialized auxiliary
of the repressive apparatus of the capitalist state
pursuing behind the facade of detached academia
"scientific™ experiments similar to those which have
been conducted behind the protective walls of such

scientific institutions as, for éxample, the vVacaville
State Prison in California. For this reason the SYL
opposes the establishment of the proposed Vlolence
Center. :

1830

The death of veteran communist
James P. Cannon on 21 August brought
to an end a long life of dedicated service
to the working class. While still a teen-
ager Cannon joined the Industrial Work-
ers of the World as a revolutionary
syndicalist. Later he en-
tered the Socialist Party
and took his place in the
revolutionary wing of the
social democracy. Under
the impact of the Russian
Revolution Cannon was
among those who formed
the Communist Party, and
during the difficult years of
reaction in the 1920's led
the International Labor
Defense.

With the Stalinistdegen-
eration of the Communist
International Cannon came
forwaid as one of the prin-
cipal defenders of the Len-
inist program and was
expelled from the CP in 1928 for Trotsky-
ism. Cannon built the Trotskyist party in
this country and tempered its cadres above
all through his principled programmatic

tribute. For revolutionary opposition to
imperialist war Cannon and the leadership
of the Socialist Workers Party were the
first to be jailed under the Smith Act.

After the post-war upsurge Cannon

its cadres from the demoralizing isola-

James P. Gannon
-1974

intransigence, for which Trotsky paid him

had to struggle to preserve the party and -

tion of the long McCarthy era and from
the influence of the growing revisionism
of Pablo in the Fourth International.
Cannon and the SWP, however, withdrew
from an international fight against Pablo-
ism. Cannon's tragic political degenera-

; tion was part of the final
succumbing of the SWP to
this revisionism in the
early 1960's.

For years the SWP has
trampled upon the revolu-
tionary program and herit-
age that for so many dec-
ades . in so many struggles
had been defended hy Can~
non. Itis with revulsion that
we watch the Kautskys of
the SWP today shamelessly
recall the revolutionary
achievements of Cannon in
order to kick off a fund-
raising jamboree for build-
ing this reformist party.

The birth of the Spar-
tacist League in the struggle against re-
visionism in the SWP is a process that
Cannon once understood well: the cadres
of the revolutionary party of the future
must and will come from those who re-
main steadfast to the principles of prole-
tarian socialism. With this sense of revo-
lutionary continuity, we firmly assert our
rightful heritage to the traditions of Can~
nonism and our determination to rebuild
the Fourth International, world party of
socialist revolution.
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SYL Fights
Discriminatory
Student Election
Rules

Last spring the Spartacus Youth League (formerly
the Revolutionary Communist Youth) at Wayne State
University (WSU) in Detroit played the initiating and
leading role in a united-front defense of SDS. The
University administration had fully collaborated
with the Detroit police in the arrest and attempted
extradition to Illinois of two SDSers involved in
the disruption of a public speech by the racist
ideologue Edward Banfield, Against the sectarian
and stupid refusal of SDS to join in this united front
for their defense, we warned that a "successful
attack by bourgeois forces against any left-wing
group_or individual strengthens the bourgeoisie's
hand against the entire workers movement and
opens the gates for increased repression of the
left" (YSp, July-August 1974).

Clearly aware of the self-imposed vulnerability
of SDS, the WSU administration has now refused
to recognize the 1974-75 Student-Faculty Council
(S-FC) elected by the student body in June on the
basis of the seating of the three members of the
SDS-backed Candidates Against Racism (CAR)slate,
The administration has declared the three students
ineligible under the rarely enforced 1962 S-FC
charter because of low grade averages and in-

sufficient accumulated course credits. These re-.

quirements in themselves are patently undemocratic
and discriminate particularly against minority and
working-class youth who suffer from inferior pre-
paratory schooling and often the economic compul-

sion to be part-time students, part-time workers.

WSU President George Gullen's move to force
the S-FC to dump the CAR slate is the latest in-
cident in a sustained campaign of harrassment
over the past several years designed to curb the

-activities of the left on campus., Administration
‘efforts to squelch the publication of radical views

in the campus newspaper, the South End, have

_been the source_ of conflict since 1968, Last year

Gullen successfully tightened administrative control
over the campus press by the establishment of a
new Publications Board and this winter has begun
to enforce restrictions limiting the number and lo-
cation of literature tables on campus.

Recently the administration has drawn up a new
student code, scheduled to be approved by the Board
of Governors this fall, which includes provisions
sanctioning increased administration repression.
Under the new code students engaging in sit-ins
and certain other forms of political demonstra-
tions, or refusing to move literature tables, could
be legally prosecuted by the University. Further-
more, any student brought up on charges deemed
to be "of such a nature that the student's presence
will interfere with the academic program" could
be suspended until proven innocent or otherwise
charged. . ‘

Recent substantial tuition hikes (10 percent for
freshmen and sophomores and 20 percent for juniors
and seniors) have hit especially hard at WSU's
largely working-class student body, and Gullen,
apprehensive of any resurgence of the 1971 anti-
tuition rise struggles, is seeking every opportunity
to muzzle the campus left. The administration's
open attack on SDS and CAR is an attempt not only
to harass individual student activists, but also to

‘ereate an atmosphere of intimidation to stifle future

left political activities and campaigns.

In its latest move the administrationhas declared
the CAR slate ineligible and has offered the S-FC
the choice of either seating the next three eligible
runners-up or throwing the vacancies open to new
elections, At itsfirst meeting following the announce-
ment of the administration's decision the S-FC was
divided between the assorted New Left radicals,
who opposed the administration's provocation pri-
marily as an infringement upon the illusory "student
control” of the council, and the outright careerists
and conservatives, who wished at all costs to avoid
antagonizing the administration. Adopting a motion
advanced by the opportunists of the Young Socialist
Alliance (YSA), the S-FC for the moment resolved
its differences by declaring that in principle it de-
fended student rights and student control of the
S-FC. .

At the next meeting called to take up the question
of the defense of the CAR slate, the S-FC voted to
reject the administration proposals and to demand
that the duly elected slate be seated. As a compro-
mise the administration then offered to consider a-
gain the academic standing of the three students.
Since one of the students actually had been eligible
at the time of the elections and a second had since
fulfilled the requirements, the S-FC opted for the

-

discriminatory election requirements,

administration's deal and has begun bargaining
for the recognition of part of the slate. Thus,
the S-FC radicals, as well as the YSA and SDS,
have retreated from their initial position of de-
fense on principle and.have dodged entirely the

. basic question of the discriminatory S-FC char-

ter.

The RCY, in our WSU Young Spartacus supple-
ment of 8 May, was the first organization on cam-
pus to come out for the defense of SDS. The RCY
has attended the S-FC meetings and pointed out
that offering up part or all of the CAR slate will
not appease the administration, but on the con-
trary only will embolden their future violations
of student rights, as represented by the new stu-.
dent code. The RCY raised the demands that the
duly elected CAR slate be seated :and the 1974-
75 S-FC be recognized, and that all discriminatory
requirements concerning student representation be
abolished. In addition the RCY called for an end
to all administration control over the S-FC and an
end to all forms of political repression and harass-
ment on campus. ‘

At present it appears that the administration
intends to permit the one eligible student to be
seated and proceed with new elections for the other
two seats. Most campus organizations have indicated
that they will not field candidates, thus the two CAR

RCY at Wayne State University initiated and led the defense of SDS/CAR, demanding end to ail
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candidates very likely will be running unopposed.
In such a situation we will call for a vote for the

-CAR slate, since the elections will essentially con-

stitute a referendum on student democratic rights.
At the same time we continue to demand the aboli-
tion of all discriminatory requirements for eligi-
bility to student representative bodies.

The unswerving commitment of the SYL to the
defense of all pro-working-class organizations and

* militants in no way implies political support to

SDS or CAR. We have counterposed to the anemic

-academic liberalism and futile confrontationism of

SDS-CAR the necessity for a class-struggle opposi- .
tion to all manifestations of racial oppression, and
to the parochial student-power illusions of SDS and
the S-FC the struggle for the nationalization of high
schools and colleges under worker-student-teacher
control, While fostering no illusions in the capacity
of student councils to alter fundamentally the class-
biased policies and bourgeois role of educational
institutions under capitalism, the SYL recognizes
the necessity to fight for democratic rights on cam-
pus. We seek to utilize student election campaigns
and councils as the platform for raising a socialist
program, which relates the particular problems of
student youth to the more fundamental social issues
and seeks to link up isolated campus struggles to
the struggle for socialist revolution and a workers
government. n

r

Three years ago Nelson Rockefeller, then
governor of New York State, ordered the cop
assault that extinguished the heroic rebellion
at Attica prison in a bloodbath. Viciously deter-
mined to show that capitalism has no mercy even
for rebels who happen to survive, the government
brought indictments against 61 of the Attica
inmates. On September 16 the first of the trials
of the Attica Brothers will open. )

The defense of the Attica Brothers has been
conducted by the Attica Defense Committee (ADC),
now the Attica Brothers Legal Defense (ABLD)
on the basis of three demands: "1) All 42 in-
dictments against the 61 Brothers be dropped;
2) The state indict the real criminals responsible
for the 43 deaths—Rockefeller, Oswald, and the
state troopers; 3) The original humanitarian de-

the ADC/ABLD—primarily lawyers and legal
staff of Maoist and New Left persuasion—have
made acceptance of all these demands the pre-
condition for participating in the defense effort
and have subordinated all propaganda and tactics
to their strategy of a primarily legal fight. The
ADC/ABLD has excluded from the defense organi-
zations that disagree with its legalist strategy.
All criticism is considered "playing politics with
their [the Brothers'] lives."

Several times during the past two years the
Spartacist League/Revolutionary Communist

dressed calls to the ADC/ABLD for united-front
working-class defense of the Attica Brothers.
We have repeatedly argued that the broadest
Lsupport for the defense could be mobilized

Defend the Attica Bro thers!

. a class~struggle defense:
mands of D Yard be implemented." The core of"

Youth (now the Spartacus Youth League) has ad-

™~

around the single demand "No Reprisals—Drop
All Charges." All organizations and individuals
united around this central demand should have
the right to raise and argue for their own posi-
tions whether they agree with- all the politics
of the Attica Brothers' 28 "D Yard" demands or
not. At the same time the defenseé must have a
strategic orientation of appealing to the
organizations of the workers and blacks,

The difference between a mass united-front
defense and a narrow legalist defense was fought
out in the movement which grew up around the
Sacco and Vangzetti case in the 1920's, The late
James P, Cannon, then the head of the International
Labor Defense, wrote splendidly on the meaning of

"One policy is the policy of the class struggle.

It puts the center of gravity in the protest
movement of the workers of America and the
world. It puts all faith in the power of the masses

and no faith whatever in the justice of the courts,
While favoring all possible legal proceedings,

it calls for agitation, publicity, demonstrations—
organized protest on a national and international
scale. It calls for unity and solidarity of all
workers on this burning issue, regardless of
conflicting views on other questions. ... The other
policy...relies mainly on legal proceedings.”

—~Labor Defender, January 1927

The defense of the Attica Brothers is the
duty of every self-proclaimed socialist and class-
conscious militant. The SYL calls for united-front
demonstrations of support for the Attica Brothers
around the demands NO REPRISALS—DROP THE
CHARGES. )
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| ”Revo/ut/bnary " Student Brigade Holds Conference:

‘Maoists Exhume New Left

FIGHT BACK

Over 400 predominantly student
_ youth from collectives around the coun-
try gathered in Iowa City from 15-17
June for the first national convention
of the Attica Brigade (there renamed
the Revolutionary Student Brigade),
which is dominated by the Maoist
Revolutionary Union (RU). The con-
vention represented the results of the
efforts of the reformist RU in re-
building a national campus-based youth
movement on the attitudes and poli-
tics of bankrupt New Leftism.

Exhuming the New Left

The Attica Brigades initially were
merely the "anti-imperialist” contin-
gents in the National Peace Action Co~
alition annual peace crawls of Novem-
ber 1971 and April 1972, in which the
RU participated. Seeing in these and
subsequent episodic regroupments of
sundry New Left-inclined youth the
potential for developing a front group
of the approximate character of the
Third World-period SDS, the RU set
about organizing Attica Brigade collec-
tives as the beginning of "an anti-
imperialist student organization."

Raising the call "Rebuild the Student
Movement!," thefirst issue of the Attica
Brigade paper trumpeted: ’

"We can learn many valuable lessons
from the student movement of the
'60's. The most important is that
students are an effective force in the
fight against imperialism, both when
they f{fight for their real needs as
students, and as spreaders of con-
sciousness to the broad masses of
people.”
—Fight Back,
1973 , .
Articles in Fight Back, a substantial
section of the single convention docu-
ment, and the keynote address of the

September-October

Vietnam. . And we also support the
fight of oppressed people here in the
U.S." -

=Fight Back, November 1973

Students and the "Anti-Imperialist
United Front” '

From the period of its break with
anti-communist exclusionism in 1965
until the left-right polarization and
split in 1969, SDS represented the
broad pole of attraction within a rapid-
ly evolving and widespread student
radicalization., The Attica Brigade,
however, has been built by the RU in
a period of campus political quiescence
on the Maoist conception of a student-~
youth component of the "anti-
imperialist united front." As expressed
by RU honcho Bob Avakian in his speech
to the convention on "The Role of Stu-
dents in the Revolutionary Movement,”
the Attica Brigade "should not be
narrowed down to those who are con-
sciously for proletarian revolution”
and Brigaders must "take what they
have learned and link up with the
masses on the campus, and unite the
student movement with the broader
mass movement" (as reported in
Revolution, July 1974).

Although indeed often highly re-
sponsive to heightened social crisis
and polarization, the "masses on cam-
pus" are a multi-class layer in so-
ciety which consequently is  qeither

inherently revolutionary nor reaction--

ary. For this reason the Communist
International under Lenin and Trotsky

‘rejected the conception of an intrin-

sically leftist or "revolutionary stu-
dent"™ movement developing spontan-
eously out of isolated student struggles
and independently of the hegemony
of the Marxist program. ‘“The task

- FIGHT BACK

© WHO WE ARE

WE R
“TROVBLEMAKERS!

WE TURN OUTRAGE .
INTO ENERGY

The Revolutionary Union: ‘workerism in'the factories, Yippie-anarcho-Maoism

on the campuses, Cartoon from Attica Brigade's Fight Back.

convention (delivered by the dimly
eminent former SDS Secretary Clark
Kissinger) have been devoted to glori-
fying the heritage of the "good old"
‘SDS, distorting the opportunist role of
the Maoists and villifying the "Pro-
gressive Labor Trotskyites."

Thus, the RU could justify an un-
disguised return to simple New Left
vicarious Third World nationalism as
the proclaimed political basis of the
Brigade:

"We have two principles of unity.
We support all national liberation
struggles around the world, as
exemplified by the NLF-PRG of S.

3

of communists is to bring Marxist
analysis and the revolutionary program
to campus and youth struggles, linking
them to the central, class struggle in
society and always striving to advance
them to conscious political partisan-
ship with the revolutionary struggle
of the proletariat. To denigrate or
suppress the struggle for the Marxist
program is to abandon the student
movement to petty-bourgeois illusions
and bourgeois ideology.

But Maoists reject the fundamental
Marxist tenet that the proletariat is
the only consistently revolutionary
class in capitalist society. The "anti-

- US."
imperialist united front™ actually lead?

imperialist united front" is a reform-
ist * strategy, like the Communist
Party's "anti-monopoly coalition," for
pursuing class collaboration with "pro-
gressive" liberals and for tailing petty-
bourgeois nationalists and the "labor
lieutenants of capital™ in the unions,
The RU is opposed to building the
Attica Brigade as a youth organiza-
tion "consciously for proletarian revo-
lution" in program precisely because
the Maoists "unite the student move-
ment with the broader mass move-
ment" on a programmatic basis in
which the class independence of the
proletariat is suppressed.

Furthermore, for Leninists the
united front is a tactic withaparticular
applicability, and not a grandiose stra-
tegy for orchestrating "anti-
imperialist” or anti-monopoly for-
ces. The united front draws its class-
struggle potential from the tension
between the maximum mobilization of
proletarian forces and the unremit-
ting struggle for the hegemony of the
communist program against all the
misleaders.

The Deeds of the Attica Brigade

Brigaders claim to "support the
fight of oppressed people here in the
But where does the "anti-

On the elementary class question of
the cops, the sworn enemies and butch-
ers of the oppressed, the Attica
Brigade has opposed the Spartacus
Youth League (formerly Revolutionary
Communist Youth) demand "Cops
Off Campus” in order to preserve its
liberal blocs during the Berkeley "Save
the Crim School" and the State Univer-
sity of New York at Buffalo "No Guns
for Cops" campaigns. Earlier the
Brigade students at Buffalo had crossed
the class line entirely when they wildly
cheered as "allies™ some campus cops
who were opposed to budget cutbacks
only out of concernfor "security" funds.

_Tailing the anti-communist nation-
alists of the Third World Coalition

. (TWC) and Black Studies Department

during the fight against budget and
program cutbacks at City College of
New York (CCNY), the Attica Brigade
has consistently opposed the attempts
of the RCY to raise socialist slogans,
and again crossed the class line by
approving a CP front group-instigated
cop intervention into a militant picket
line to remove the menace ofthe RCY's
communist slogans.

Similarly, in the Farah and farm-
worker strike support committees the
Attica Brigade has suppressed all left-
wing politics and become water-boys
for the sell-out bureaucrats. Exhorta-
tions about solidarity with the op-
pressed farmworkers cannot cover the
Attica Brigade's uncritical support to
Chavez' defeatist liberal boycott stra-
tegy which has led to the virtual de-
struction of the wunion built by the
struggle of the farmworkers. Nor do
the Brigade's empty slogans of "soli-
darity"™ mean much when it refuses to

- mention a word of criticism of Chavez'

vicious redbaiting and disgusting sup-
port to the government-grower cam-
paign to deport "foreign" Mexican mi-
grant workers., ; .

The "Throw the Bum Out—Organize

to Fight" committees, politically based
on anti-Nixon liberalism, have demon~
strated the complete bankruptcy of the
Attica Brigade "mass line." Now that
the bourgeoisie has forced "the Bum"
out, the Brigade is left with absolutely

Attica Brothers Legal Defense demand-
ed that Attica Brigade change its name
following infantile antics and publicity
stunts, like seizureof Statueof L iberty,

nothing but the exhortation to "put all
the bums on the run,”

And How Does Mao "Fight Back"?

Brigaders likewise claim to stand in
solidarity with the oppressed of the
world. . But whom does Mao's ™anti-
imperialist united front" include? Ban-
daranaike of Ceylon, after butchering
thousands of Maoist-inspired youth of
the J.V.P, and launching a reign of
terror among the peasantry, was in-
vited to Peking to be given a triumphal
reception and an interest-free loan of
150 million rupees, and later presented
as the people's leader in Chou En-lai's
laudatory "Message to Mrs. Bandaran-
aike.® Similarly, the barbarous geno-
cide and rape of East Bzngal in 1971
by Yahya Khan did not diminish in
the least the stature of this "progres-
sive™ military dictator in Mao's Hall
of Fame.~

While the Attica Brigade ‘enthuses
over the struggle of the Popular Front
for the Liberation of the Occupied
Arab Gulf (PFLOAG) and the Iranian
Student Association, the Shah of Iran,
that true friend of China, is ¢rushing
the PFLOAG guerrillas and executing
Iranian students. Fight Back cowardly
asserts that the Shah "can only maintain
his fascist rule through huge military
and financial support from the U.S."
Yes, but Mao claims that he's a pro-
gressive! :

The Attica Brigade supports the

.struggle in Vietnam by denouncing all

reports of "North Vietnamese aggres-
sion" as slanderous imperialist lies,
thus recognizing the imperialist-
imposed "peace” as legitimate. De-
spite the recent intermittent mini-
offences, the Vietnamese Stalinists
have historically squandered and be-

_trayed the heroism and aspirations of

the workers and peasants through the
search for some "peaceful coalition" -
continued on next page
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...FORD

Continued from page 1

But what has Nixon's tieless, short-
sleeved, nice-guy replacement set
about doing? Ford hasalreadydeclared
a wage freeze effective for at least
three months for all federal ‘govern-
ment employees. Although no definitive
formulation of the economic policy of
his administration has emerged from
Ford's huddles with his gaggle of eco-
‘nomic advisors, it is clear that he in-
tends to attempt a reimposition of a
general wage freeze. His relatively ex-
pansive monetary policy is designed to
increase the value of monetary capital,
being rapidly eaten away by inflation, at
the expense of wage increases and gov-
ernment expenditures for domestic so-
cial services. Ford hopes to staveoffa
depression through an all-sided assault
on the living standards and working
conditions of the proletariat.

Speaking to graduating students at
Ohio State University on 30 August,
Ford stressed the particular role he
envisions for students "in the fight
dgainst “inflation.” He referred to the
*distant challenge™ of other nations
and then tooted his horn for the "highly
motivated” and "extremely well dis-
ciplined” Chinese youth (New York
Times, 31 August). Not even Ford ima-
gines that the problem of inflation in
an advanced capitalist economy can be
addressed by 30,0000hio State students

laying railroad ties by hand, but per- .

haps he hopes nonetheless to obscure
the rising rate of unemployment among
college graduates and cutbacks in edu-
cational funding with these crackpot
references to Maoist voluntarism.
More realistically, Ford will probably
‘use the offices of the Labor Department
to set up some work-study "cooperative
education™ programs while advocating
the elimination of "lesspractical” cur-
ricula. He spoke about the "practical
application of education™ and punned

miserably that U.S. education was
nstrangled by degrees" (ibid.).

Poor Richard Nixon?

In the meantime the bourgeois medié

7have launched a virtual crusade to evoke

public sympathy for yesterday's villain,
the resigned mass murderer and crook
Nixon. CBS Newsman Dan Rather

- said of Nixon's resignation speech,

in which Nixon only stated the ob-
vious truth that he had lost his "base
in Congress," that it was truly "mag-
nificent"™ and represented Nixon's "fin-
est hour." When the following day
Nixon appeared on television to bite
his lip and appeal to the memory of
his mother ("she was a saint"), the
bourgeois news commentators became
positively lyrical, intoning somberly
on Nixon's last view of the Washington
Monument, the sound of his helicopter
whirring in the distance, etc. Ford's
"gpirit of reconciliation” means pardon
for this confessed criminal but pro-
secution for the Attica Brothers!

Amnesty for Draft Evaders

and Deserters—No Amnesty for

Nixon! Extradite Him to Hanoi!
In Ford's inauguration speech where

he noted that he had not been elected,
he also acknowledged "a power higher

"than the people, Who [sic] commands

not only righteousness but love, not
only justice but mercy." But sermon-
izing about divine right will only go
so far. If Ford is to appear plausible
as the embodiment of the "spirit of
reconciliation," he is going to have to
do more than just hold prayer gather-

=ings and prepare his own breakfast.

As part of his effort to win dis-
gruntled liberals and particularly youth
to his mission of "binding up the
nation's wounds™ Ford has focused
public attention on the issue of amnesty
for Vietnam war deserters and draft
evaders. In his first speech outside
Washington Ford preached leniency,
love and forgiveness to the startled
convention of the Veterans of Foreign

Wars. Ford is clearly talking about
*earned amnesty," i.e,, alternative
service: "I want them to come home,
if they want to work their way back.”
And in an oblique reference to the kind
of treatment the more political cases
will receive, Ford added ominously:
"1 will then decide how best to deal
with the different kinds of cases. There
are differences” (New Yore Times,

20 August). ,
Much has been made of Ford's
difference with Nixon on the amnesty
issue. In a speech of 31 January 1973,
Nixon indeed did maintain a hard line

on the question:
"Those who served paid their price.
Those who deserted must pay their
price and the price is not a junket
in the peace corps or something like
that, as some have suggested. The
price is a criminal penalty for dis-
obeying the laws of the United States.”
—quoted in the New York Times,
20 August 1974 :

Is it just that Nixon was more in-
terested in "plumbing™ than "healing"?
The fact is that public opinion on the
amnesty question has shifted substan-
tially in the last twc years. The most
recent Gallup pole (April 1974) shows
that of the 58 percent of Americans
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When Ford quietly. slipped
ganized protest picket.

onto U, of Chicago campus, RCY on short notice or-

who were not in favor of unconditional
amnesty, 80 percent supported some
kind of alternative service. So Ford
has a popular issue in amnesty. '
Only the masterful staging of de-
livering his amnesty position at the
VFW convention-- probably the one
place on earth outside the quarters of
Thieu's government in Saigon where
even conditional amnesty is too lenient
—could lend credibility to Ford's "heal-
ing"™ policies. Senator George
McGovern, the has~been darling of left
liberalism, could only say of the VFW
performance: "...[Ford]needs to move

in a number of ways to initiate some

healing process in the country. The
people are ripe for that. I hope that
was the motivation for the speech"”

(New York Times, 20 August).

Ford's image as the Great Recon-
ciler was also pushed by the ever-
reliable Black Congressional Caucus.
Ford met with the Democrats on 20
August for a clearly cosmetic session.
Shirley Chisholm, another favorite of
the liberals, noted the "sharp dif-
ference between Ford and Nixon" and
observed of Ford: "He's kinder, more
frank and seems to have a desire to

continued on page 11
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with imperialism.

The most recent guest in Peking

has been none other than cold-warrior,
pro-Zionist Senator Henry Jackson,
who fully concurs with the Maoists
that the Soviet Union represents the
"number one enemy." As the New
York Times (2 July) noted: "Senator
Jackson's support for maintaining A-
merican troop levels in Western Europe
is without doubt appreciated in China."
In the course of their high-level talks
Chou En-lai indeed did pledge con-
tinuing Chinese support for the main-
tenance and strengthening of NATO,
that "united front™ of American im-
perialism!
" Satisfied with his "united front"
with the Maoist bureaucracy against
the working class of Europe and the
Soviet bloc, Jackson returned urging
closer ties with China on the basis
that "the Chinese could be trusted
more than the Russians as interna-
tional partners" (as quoted in the
New York Times, 9 July), Will the
Attica Brigade give the same back-
handed electoral support to the anti-
communist, rocket-rattling racist
Democratic presidential contender
Jackson in 1976 as the RU gave to
McGovern in 1972?

Attrition to the Right

In its rotten attempt to rebuild the
old New Left the RU has been faced
with a not inconsiderable loss of mem-
bership from the Attica Brigade, in-
cluding major splits in the direction
of an outright reversion to undiscip-~
lined New Leftist collectives as well
as the New American Movement (NAM).
Although NAM seeks to rebuild the
student movement around the old
social-democratic politics of the early
SDS, and the Attica Brigade around
the Third Worldist protest politics,
there nonetheless is an overlap in
the loose fringes of their- constituen-
cies: political drifters, dilettantes and

open reformists who are repulsed by
the revolutionary left and are com-
fortable only with openly liberal pro-
test politics, student powerism, tail-
ist front-group support committees
and "serve the people" social worker-
ism. Thus, some Attica Brigade chap-
ters have split to merge with NAM
(Queens, Binghamton, Cornell) or to
function as an "independent"™ Radical
Student Union with NAM politics (Ann
Arbor),

An "Anti-Communist
United Front”

The most important point about
the convention was that virtually all
the criticisms voiced by non-RU Bri-
gaders were characteristically anti-
communist: the conscientiously sim-
plistic Fight Back is too "sectarian”;
adopting the proposed name Revolu-
tionary Student Brigade will alienate
the mass of students; the participation
of RUers in the Brigades has led to
"cadrefication"; and elitist vanguard-
ism "is a more destructive problem”
than = "the problem of tailing the
masses,"

By building a parochial "student
brigade®™ on the basis of decrepit,
discredited New Leftism and seeking
to control the resulting undisciplined
front group by manipulation and dom-
ination, the RU has only succeeded
in creating an organization in which
not only opponent ostensibly revo-
lutionary organizations but even it
is denounced: Serious RUers would
do well to examine the history of
the Young Communist League-led Na-
tional Student League and American
Student Union, organizations which in
the 1930's passed from a crude work-
ing-class orientation to open alliance
with Roosevelt; and the Leninist Com~
intern's formulation of youth-party re-
lations: that the youth group should
have its own independent organization-
al life and at the same time bein com-

plete open political solidarity with the
communist party.

But the RU, for whose present
politics the front group is the logical
organizational expression, retreated
before the criticisms in typical Stalin-
ist fashion, only to later announce
that the National Interim Bureau had
decided to dispense with the discus-
sion and adoption of the draft "State-
ment of Unity," the main political
document before the convention! Po-
litical discussion was instead divert-
ed to a largely artificial debate over
"Throw the Bum Out—Organize to
Fight" vs. "Throw the Bum Out—Fight
Ghetto Repression" as the main fall
campaign slogan.

The only significant left criticism

registered at the convention was the
complaint in the report of the Antioch
Brigade that "anti-imperialist" poli-
tics never seem to come forward in
Attica Brigade "second-level work"
(i.e., front groups) such as farmworker
and prisoner support:
"This holds back the struggle because
it can lead people to believe we can
unite with 'liberal' elements of the
ruling class, that the system can be
reformed, that the struggle can be
resolved under imperialism, that the
system really does work."

But such "second-level®” (that is, sub-
reformist) work, the front groups of
a front group, is precisely what the
Brigade "mass line" is all about: the
liquidation of any ostensibly revolu-
tionary line into demands which never
transgress the reform of capitalist so-
ciety.

The current left posturing taken up
by the RU in the welter of polemics
among the self-proclaimed Maoist
groups and in speeches by Avakian
across the country will very likely
exacerbate the anti-communist im-
pulses within the Brigade and lead to
crumbling on its right wing. As early
“as the convention, the Berkeley Radical
Students Union (which advocates not

socialism but "radical surgery" for
capitalist society), under the influence
of a right split in the RU in the direc-~
tion of the Black Workers Congress
led by two senior RU cadre working in
the RSU, declined to join the new
Revolutionarv Student Brigade. ’

The Spectre of the RCY

Faced with rightist opposition within
the Brigade, the RU was also clearly
concerned by the left threat presented
by the RCY. The "Procedures for the
Convention" included in the main con-
ference document listed eight organi-
zations to be excluded from this "mass
student movement," the first of which
was the SL/RCY. Moreover, during
the convention proceedings the RCY
was continually mentioned or de-
nounced.

The RU felt compelled to schedule
a workshop session on Trotskyism
(which drew about 75, more thanthe
attendance at Avakian's workshop on
*Communists in the Mass Movement").
The salient focus of this presentation
was the differences and "fundamental
similarities"™ between the "right Trots"
(the YSA) and the "left Trots"(the RCY). .
The speaker elaborated on the "sec-=
tarian” (read: principled) intervention
of the RCY in a number of campus
struggles, especially the Laney anti-
tuition hike and CCNY anti-budget cut
campaigns, and the Delano farm-
workers rally. .

Those members of the RU and At-
tica Brigade/Revolutionary Student
Brigade who are seriously committed
to the struggle for socialist revolution,
only the victory of which canleadtothe
destruction of imperialism, will be in-
creasingly confronted by the genuinely
revolutionary program and practice of
the SYL, youth group of the Spartacist

League. There is only one revolution-

ary alternative to the dead-end re-

formism of Maoism: Join the SYL! =
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On 3 April this year a crowd of
20,000, exclusively white, demonstra-
ted in Boston for repeal of the 1965
Massachusetts Racial Imbalance Act.
After an eight-year delay the law was
finally slated for implementation
through large-scale busing of public
school children, both in Boston proper
and nearby suburbs. In late July the
Supreme Court, in a stunning reversal
of previous decisions, overturned by a
5-4 vote a lower court ruling that
children from the overwhelmingly black
Detroit inner city be bused to the
largely white suburbs. Not satisfied
with the Supreme Court's banon cross-
district busing, the following week Con-
gress passed the education budget bill
with an amendment barring the busing
of a child beyond the next-closest
school.

The Supreme Court and Congres-
sional actions effectively cripple the
racial integration of urban schools and
go a long way toward undoing the famous
1954 decision. The anti-busing actions
at the highest levels of government
are major blows against the democratic
rights of black people.

White Backlash Whips Busing

The "white backlash,” most dra-
matically evident in the electoral suc-
cesses of Alabama's populist/racist
former governor George Wallace, has
long threatened to reverse even the
formal legal gains of the civil rights
movement. Opposition to school busing
is the cutting edge of the white back-
lash. The emotion-riddenissue playeda
central role in both Wallace's and Nix-
on's 1972 presidential campaigns. And
at the lower political levels a new
generation of racist demagogues, typi-
fied by Boston's Louise Day Hicks, has’
risen to prominence on the anti-busing
campaign.

The first major attempt to legally
reverse court-ordered busing was Nix-
on's 1972 education bill. Passed by the
House, it was killed by a filibuster of
Senate liberals. This election year,
however, poll-conscious liberals have
unceremoniously decamped from their
earlier half-heartedsupportfor busing.
Already smelling a Republican rout in
November in the wake of Watergate, the
Democrats will do just about anything
to prevent school integration from
again becoming an embarrassing cam-
paign issue, Senate Democratic leader
Mike Mansfield arranged the "compro-~
mise® to eliminate the expansion of
busing, while letting past court orders
stand.

In the face of the racist reaction to
integration, the black political estab-
lishment in the main has surrendered,
reverting to the politics of Booker T.
Washington. At least on the critical
school question, prominent black poli-
ticians are prepared to support de facto
segregation in return for more patron-
age. On hearing the Supreme Court
ruling, Detroit mayor Coleman Young
stated, "I shed nogreattearsfor cross-
district busing,” and then demanded
more educational money for his admin-
istration (New York Times, 26 July).
The Black Caucus of the Massachusetts
State Legislature indicated its willing-
ness to support repeal of the Racial
Imbalance Act in return for some kind
of "community control” patronagedeal.

Although totally inadequate evenasa
solution to school segregation, busing
is at least a minimal attempt to allow
the black poor a share in the benefits
of white American society. Moreover,
busing has become a symbol in the
struggle against black oppression in
general, If the anti-busing campaign is
successful, if the Hicks, Wallaces and
Fords win on this question, it will
greatly encourage the forces of racist

reaction to turn the calendar back be-
fore 1954 at every level. The success-

-ful drive in state legislatures to re-.

store the death penalty andthe Supreme
Court's recent reactionary rulings on
prisoner rights are part of the same
rightward political motion reflected in
the Congressional anti-busing standand
Supreme Court ruling.

Apart from its importance as a
democratic issue and its limited but
tangible contribution to the quality of
education available to the black poor,
there is a further, reason that prole-
tarian revolutionaries must support
busing. It is desperately necessary to
use all means possible to break the
black masses out of the social isola-
tion of the ghetto. The hard racelinein
this country, stronger on the personal
level even than in the old rural South,
is poison to socialist consciousness.

Cross-district busing of
black and Puerto Rican
students into Canarsie,
Brooklyn, provoked a
fierce racist backiash,
including intimidating
demonstrations (above)
and a campaign for
"community control”

of the schoois (right),

Most whites today view blacks as a
hostile social group, with whom they can
have no friends, no ties and no basis
for identification. The prevailing social
climate in this country contains the po-
tential for race war, in which (given
their relative social power) the blacks
would be the principal victims. It
is only at the point of production that
black/white relations are notgenerally
hostile and where common proletarian
interests occasionally overcome the

Anti-Busing Forces

rigid racial division of American
society.

"Separate But Equal” Socialists

The racial integration of public
schools—and that is what the busing
conflict is all about—is such an ele-
mentary democratic right, and the op-
ponents of busing are so shamelessly
racist, that it is difficult to believe that
any left-wing organization would not
support court-ordered busing. None-

‘theless, two self-proclaimed socialist

groups, the ostensibly Trotskyist So-
cialist Workers Party (SWP) and the
social-democratic International So-
cialists (IS), actually oppose legally
enforced school desegregation, though

their reasons differ: the former advo-

cates black nationalism while the lat-

ter capitulates to white racist
backwardness.

The SWP is opposed to busing be-
cause it believes that racially separate
schools ("black control of the black
community™) are progressive. As SWP
candidates Linda Jenness and Andrew
Pulley stated in their 1972 presiden-
tial/vice-presidential campaign:

"But money alone won't solve the prob-
lems of Black education. Black control
of Black education must also be estab-

lished. Black control means Black
people electing community councils
through which the masses can admin-
ister and supervise these funds as well
as all aspects of school functioning...
It includes being able todecide whether
Black students will or will not be
bussed."
—~Militant, 10 March 1972

But the SWP's opportunist appetites

seem to be counterposed to taking a
hard position on any subject. Thus
Jenness/Pulley state in the same arti-
cle that while the SWP "does not see
busing as the solution," if the "Black
community" supports busing then so
will they!

The difference between Wallace/
Hicks and Jenness/Pulley turns out to
be only that the former want to prohibit
blacks from attending white schools,
while the SWP wants to convinceblacks

GUARDIAN

not‘ to. (Both agree on preventing
‘whites from attending black schools.)
In practice, even this difference evap-

orates. Wallace and Hicks would hap-

pily agree to the SWP policy, since
they believe they can discourage blacks
from wanting to attend white neighbor-
hood schools. Voluntary busing is an
open invitation for organized harass-
ment and racial violence against the
volunteers. The history of school de-
segregation since 1954 is full of exam-
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ples of such harassment, from demon-
strations by white parents in Little
Rock against integration in 1956 ‘to
burning of school buses by the Ku Klux
Klan in Michigan in the 1970's.

The SWP has embraced the Uncle
Tom tradition of black acceptance of
"separate but equal" facilities. If the
SWP took historical traditions serious-
ly, next to their posters of Che Guevara
and Malcolm X they shouldalso display
the ideological inspirer of their posi-
tion on black education—Booker T.
Washington.

The International Socialists have the
dishonor of capitulating directly to the
white racist backlash on the busing
question: h

"'Two-way' busing involves more than "

simply the right of black people to
attend any school they want, a right
which socialists unconditionally de-
fend. It also involves sendimg white
students (mostly working class) to
worse schools, an issue made to order
for racists.

"Even whites who are not racist find it
impossible todefend. ... Fortheserea-
sons, socialists oppose both the 'pro’-
busing and ‘anti'-busing forces, both
of whom use racism to further their
own ends.”

—Workers Power, 10 November 1972

For blacks the IS position amounts
to essentially the same thing as the
SWP's. Blacks have the right to volun-
teer to attend white neighborhood
schools in the face of organized racist
violence. But—horror of horrors—
whites must not be assigned to ghetto
schools! The ghetto schools are-hell~
holes not because of their geographical
location, but because they serve as
prison camps for restlessblack lumpen
youth. Under the present conditions of
rampant white racism, the presence of
significant numbers of white students
could be an at least minimally effective
way of introducing an element of change
into the nature of ghetto schools. If an
all-black school becomes 20 percent
white, the administration, teachers and

NY TIMES

the cops will behave rather differently.

On the other hand all the talk about
quality education—on both sides of the
busing conflict—is bourgeois idealist
hogwash. Ghetto schools do not teach
because there are no jobs, no careers
for the products of those schools. Black
lumpen youth cannot use the knowledge
normally transmittedthrough the public
school system to get ahead in Ameri-

can society., Doubling the budget for -

ghetto schools would have little effect

ust Be Defeafed!
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Socialists critically support busing (abova) to achieve racial desegregation as a
democratic right; racists, including Ku Kiux Klan, firebombed these buses in
Pontiac, Michigan (below).

on the cultural level of the black mass-
es and even less effect on their eco-
nomic situation. As long as blacks re-
main a race-color caste, concentrated
at the bottom of American society and
imprisoned in ghettos, changes in for-
mal education will have only a marginal
impact on black people.

For Free Universal
Higher Education

While the Spartacist League sup-
ports busing regardless of popular op-
position to it, it would be moralistic
idealism, not scientific socialism, to
believe whites can be won over simply
by appeals to democratic principles.
White workers and petty bourgeois will
accept busing only when they believe it
does not attack their material interests.

White parental opposition to busing
reflects both racist attitudes as such
and a belief that an influx of blacks will
lower educational quality, thereby mak-
ing it more difficult for their children
to get into and do well in college. In
reality, the avdilable studies show that
integrated schools have little effect on
the academic performance of either
white or black children. However,
whites do view busing as a serious
threat to the future educational/career
prospects for their children.

U.S. whites will accept integrated
public schools only if the intensely
competitive screening/tracking pur-
pose of the educational system is
eliminated. Socialists must demand
free higher education for all with an
adequate stipend to cover living ex-
penses for every student. Free univer-
sal higher education will not eliminate
those anti-busing forces that reflect
pure and simple racist bigotry, but it
would fundamentally undercut the anti-

busing sentiment arising out of the
struggle over limited educational
resources,

For Low-Rent Racially
Integrated Housing

Some opposition to busing, particu-
larly from the school children them-

selves, is due to the time-consuming
inconvenience involved, While recog-
nizing the resistance to extensive bus-
ing caused by practical considerations,
the convenience issue is totally dwarfed
by the central question of the demo-
cratic rights of blacks. ‘

Busing is a somewhat artificial at-
tempt to overcome ghettoization. Given"
the geographical concentrations of
blacks and whites, busing, even under
the best of circumstances, could not
produce racially balanced schools. For
example, only 30 percent of New York .
City school children are classified as
non-Puerto Rican whites. The rigidand
many-sided separation of blacks and
whites in American society must be
attacked at its most blatant level—
ghettoization.

The existence of and commitment
to exclusively white neighborhoods re-
flect racist attitudes, personal eco-
nomic advantage and fear of racial
violence. For white homeowners, there
is an obvious economic advantage in
keeping neighborhood property values
up by keeping blacks out. More im-
portantly, when blacks move into a
white neighborhood, this is seen by
everyone as the expansion of the ghetto:
any whites who do not move out will
soon find themselves in the unenviable
and dangerous situation of being iso-
lated in a black neighborhood. ~

Only a powerful material incentive
can break down the rigidracially divid-
‘ed neighborhood pattern. Socialists
must demand the construction of low-
rent, racially integrated quality public
housing. Many white families would
show a very different attitude toward
having black neighbors if it meant they
could pay a third of their present rent
for a comparable or even better dwel-
ling. On the other hand, hardened
bigots who insist on living in their
exclusive neighborhoods would then be
paying dearly for that privilege.

It is unlikely that free universal
higher education or low-rent, racially
integrated housing will ever be achieved
under conditions of bourgeois class
rule. However, such demands are es-
sential to turn the black and white
working masses' present clawing at
each other over a larger share of the
pie into a united struggle against the
common enemy—the capitalist class.m

SYL Forums—

‘ﬂ‘Students,

Communists
and the

Socialist Revolution”

Speaker: Joe Drummond,
SYL National Chairman
Date: Thurs,, Sept, 19th
Time: 7:30 PM

Place: William L, Harkness
Room 110, Yale University

New Haven

“Tuition Hikes, )

Budget Cutbacks—
Which Way Out?”
Speaker: Irene Goldman, SL/SYL
Date: Wednesday, Sept. 25th
Time: 12:30 PM

Place: Hillberry A,
UCB Wayne State University

Deftroit

Speaker: Henry Alston, SL
Date: Friday, Oct, 11th
Time: 7:30 PM

Place: Michigan Union,
University of Michigan
Further information:

(313) 921-4626

k.‘lzm Arbor

“‘Independence Struggles In Africa:
What Road for Socialists?”

Speaker: Henry Alston, SL
Date: Thursday, Oct, 10th
Time: 12:30 PM

Place: Hillberry A,

UCB Wayne State University

Detroit
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Bay Area—

Seven-Week Transit

1 SEPTEMBER—Recently in the
Bay Area the Spartacus Youth League
(formerly the Revolutionary Com-
- munist Youth) has been active inbuild-
ing student support for the strike of
the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU)
against the AC Transit Company, which
owns the buses serving the east Bay
Area. The seven-week strike, settled
on 30 August, marked an important de-
velopment in the nationwide mounting
wave of working-class action which
began in the spring. i

Strike Wave

The upsurge in strikes expresses
the growing working-class drive, as
yet uneven and localized, to reverse
the deterioration of living and working
conditions brought about by the almost
20 percent inflation during the nearly
three years of wage controls, imposed
by the federal government and aggres-
sively enforced by the labor bureau-
cracy. The present strike wave re-
presents  the  highest level of
combativity inthe Americanproletariat
since the tumultuous class battles of the
immediate post-WWIIperiod. Inthe Bay
Area, traditionally a center of militant
trade unionism, over 100 strikes were
in progress as of last month.

The main issues in dispute inthe AC
Transit strike are maintenance of a
cost-of-living escalator clause and
wage parity with the Bay Area Rapid
Transit system workers. Virtually
unique among contractual provisions
secured by the organized labor move-
ment, this cost-of-living clause has
afforded ATU workers significant, al-
though certainly not entirely adequate,
protection against inflation at the ex-
pense of the company. The formula in
the escalator clause provides quarterly
wage increases based on the corres-
ponding rise in the consumer price in-
dex. However, each cost-of-living in-
crease consists of the quarterly adjust-
ment added to the pay boost of the pre-
vious quarter. When the bargaining re-
presentatives of AC Transit agreed to
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RCY strike-support rally, UC Berkeley.
ATU militant speaking.

this escalator clause, they clearly did
not realize the ruthlessness of com-

‘pounding raises in a period of spiral-

ing inflation, Thus, ATU workers have
won wage increases of 36 percent based
on an 18 percent rise in the consumer
price index since 1972.

When the pay raise insured under the
contract ran up against the federal wage
guidelines in 1972, the cost-of-living
allotments were refused by AC Tran-
sit, and the ATU took the company to
court for violation of contract. The
court ruling handed down early this
June forced AC Transit to abide.by the
bourgeois legality of its unwisely-
negotiated contract and pay up cost-
of-living increases retroactive from
July 1972 in the amount of $2.3 mil-
lion. When the contract expired on
30 June, the ATU International bureau-
cracy proposed to submit the bar-
gaining to binding arbitration and of-
fered to continue work under the old
contract during the period of negotia-
tions.

The ATU bureaucracy's willingness
to violate the elementary union prin-
ciple of "no contract, no work" was a
demonstration of its commitment to
class collaboration. The AC Transit
Company had learned its lesson and
rejected the proposal, which would
have involved an additional cost-of-
living increase of 41 cents by the end
of July. While howling that the strike
was against the "public interest,” AC
Transit could not resort to the normal
practice of obtaining a back-to-work
injunction, since this also would en-
tail becoming ensnared in the cost-
of-living clause. Thus, only when the
union bureaucracy had the door tobind-
ing arbitration slammed in its face

did it reluctantly resort to strike
action, -

Two weeks after the beginning of
the ATU strike the Teamster-

organized bus drivers at the San Fran-
cisco airport went out on strike over
wage demands, and the Service Em-

ployees International Union announced

its readiness to bring out the:city Muni

These __developments

bus drivers.

sharply posed the need for a Bay Area-
wide transit strike which would in-
clude the taxicab drivers and the
Bay Area Rapid Transit workers. A
successful offensive by all transit
workers at this time would be apower-
ful impetus to direct the current in-
tensive strike wave in the Bay Area
toward a general strike to roll back
the capitalists' attempts to transfer
the burdens of inflation onto the backs
of the working people and unemployed.
The Spartacist League/RCY has been
the only left organization to agitate
for a Bay Area-wide trapsit strike.

RCY Strike Support

‘The RCY took the initiative
in mobilizing student support for the
strike, centering its activities on the
campus of the University of California

.at Berkeley. The RCY wrote a letter

to the UC Berkeley campus newspaper,
the Daily Californian, opposing its
biased coverage of the strike and
appealing to students to solidarize

with the striking workers. In the let-

ter and in leaflets the RCY called a
rally for 18 July around the slogan
"Victory to the AC Transit Strike."
Although all left organizations sup-
porting the slogan as well as the ATU
local leadership were invited to par-
ticipate and speak at the rally, the
only group to respond and join with
the RCY in concretely demonstrating
support for the strike was a small
New Left collective called the Com-
mittee for Working-Class Studies.

The rally featured two militant rank-
and-file bus drivers, who described the
erosion of the drivers' living con-
ditions, the class-collaborationist and
defeatist strategy of the ATU bureau-
cracy, and the preparations of capital-
ist lackeys like Transit Director
Bingham to move against the allegedly
"anti-public" strike. Both ATU mili-
tants emphasized the need for build-
ing militant caucuses in the ATU and
all unions "to fight the dead weight
of the labor bureaucracy” and for the
formation of a labor party which,
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unlike "the timid Australian, Canadian.
and British specimens,” would fight
for a sliding scale of wages and hours
to eliminate unemployment and combat
inflation and for the expropriation of
industry without compensation.

"The spokesman for the RCY analyzed

‘the recent strike wave across the U.S.

and pointed out both the massive social.
power of the proletariat and also the
need for a revolutionary leadership
in the trade unions. He linked the needs
of students for lower education costs
and increased employment prospects
to the perspective of the class struggle
against the entire capitalist system.

It is "necessary to raise
the demand for guaranteed
automatic cost-of-living adjust-

ments for those living on student sti-
pends, unemployment compensation,
pensions, social security benefits and
welfare. v

We answer the capitalists’
anti-strike public opinion campaign
with the demands for free mass public
transportation and -nationalization of
the transit system without compensa-
tion. If public services like transpor-
tation are indeed so much in the "pub-
lic interest," then they indeed should
be publicly owned. The rally concluded
with the call for students to demon-
strate their support for the striking
ATU workers by marching in an SL/
RCY-organized united-front contingent
at the Central Labor Council demon-
stration the following day.

Class-Struggle Contingent

The SL/RCY was the only left
organization with a visible and
organized intervention in the ATU de-
monstration and march to AC Transit
headquarters. Self-proclaimed pro-
working-class organizations such as
the social-democratic International So-
cialists, the Maoist October League and
the pathetic Class Struggle League re-
fused to join in the united-front con-
tingent and in fact did no more than
dispatch small newspaper sales teams,
The class-struggle contingent organ-
ized by the SL/RCY marched behind
a banner reading "For a Bay Area
Transit Strike"™ and carried signs
calling for victory to the ATU strike,
repeal of all anti-labor laws and in-
junctions, full cost-of-living escalator
clauses in all contracts, 30 hours work
for 40 hours pay, expropriation of the
transit industry and a workers party

" based on the trade unions to fight for

a workers government, The RCY con-
tinued. to build support for the strike,
and on 23 July sponsored a forum at
UC Berkeley on "The Strike Wave and
Revolutionary Politics," with presenta-
tions by striking ATU militants and
members of the RCY.m
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Conference...

Conunued from page 1

In recognition of the qualitative
growth of our capacities as a national
interventionist Trotskyist youthorgan~
ization the conference delegates unan-
imously voted toincrease thefrequency
of Young Spartacus to monthly with the
next issue and change the name of
‘the organization (effective with the ini-
tiation of the fall campaigns onthe cam-
puses) to the SPARTACUS YOUTH
LEAGUE of the United States (SYL/US).
From its inception the RCY has been
built in the tradition of the Leninist
Communist International/Communist
Youth International. With the Stalinist
degeneration of the Comintern thistra-
dition was upheld inthe U.S. by the Spar-
‘tacus Youth League, youth group of
the Trotskyist Communist League of
America,

Now both our capacities as well as
our tasks are in many respects com-
parable to those of the first, and finest,
Trotskyist youth organization in this
country. Through the name of our press
we have already linked ourselves tothe
heritage of this revolutionary com-
munist youth work. It is with justifiable
pride that we henceforth continue our
struggle as the SPARTACUS YOUTH
LEAGUE, youth section of the Sparta-
cist League of the U.S. The growth of
the International Spartacist Tendency
was felt at the conference withthe mes-
sages of greetings from a number of
fraternal orgamzatlons.

Campus Struggles Antlcupated

The first main report and dis-
cussion took up the conference
document on tasks and perspectives
analyzing the geneéral political devel-
opments in U.S. society in the last

" period and their impact on the student

population. In the shadow of a mounting
social crisis, the working class has re-
mained relat1ve1y quiescent over the

past three years, asocial contradiction

which can be explained by the suppres-
sive policies of the trade union bureauc-
racy. But the Watergate scandal, ob-
viously capitalist-manipulated "energy
crisis," dizzying inflation, intense
speed-up and the hovering threat of
massive unemployment have set into
motion rank-and-file ferment and dis-
content.” This situation poses the pros-
pect of a massive upsurge in the class
struggle, the potential of which is al-
ready apparent in the strike wave that
erupted this spring. The present ossi-
fied and isolated labor bureaucracy may
prove unable to deflect such an explo-
sive and combative upheaval in labor
militancy. The objective situation would
thus be highly favorable for the struggle
for revolutionary leadership in the
unions.

The 1lull in political activism on the
campuses which set in following the
withdrawal of U.S. troops from Vietnam
combined with the downturn in working
class action in the past period did not
signal a generalized positive rap-
prochement with the bourgeois political
establishment. The driftin student sen-
timent has been in the direction not so
much of conscious conservatism as
apathy and depoliticalization. With the
emergence of a new generation of stu-
dents unscarred by ex-New Left cyni-
cism and demoralization, the campuses
have been unusually open to socialist
ideas. Should a new period of working-
class struggle open up we have every
reason to expect the radicalization to
spill over onto the campuses, further
polarizing the students and impelling a
significant section into a new round of
student struggles.

The SL/RCY has always asserted the
strategic importance of a campus-
oriented youth group as a vehicle for
public propaganda and recruitment of
intellectuals ag well as a training
ground for young comrades. The polit-
ical correctness of this perspective is
verified by not only steady recruitment
but also the effectiveness of the RCY in
polarizing campus situations, acquiring
real though partial successes in dis-
crediting the pretensions
Maoists, fake Trotskyists and other
would-be revolutionaries and in estab-

1

of the

lishing itself as the genuine Marxist
tendency on campus. The SYL's present
capacities are the fruit of this long term
perspective, With its current campus
bases and forces, the SYL can begin to
initiate more campaigns, including
united-front work, in ordertointersect

.social struggles, making a special con- -

tribution to the task of the Spartacist
League in struggling for leadership
over all oppressed sectors of the
population.

Decline of Our Competitors

As a consequence of desertion of the
campuses for workerist total immer-
sion in the factories, stagnation in a
difficult period, faction-ridden internal
weaknesses, decreasing credibility and
the often devastating effects of SL/RCY
political and organizational interven-
tion, many left organizations have
either lost, or failed to establish, cam-
pus bases. Both the Workers

. League/Young Socialists and the Pro-

gressive Labor Party/SDS have suf-
fered serious cadredepletion primarily
as a result of their political gyrations
and increasingly frenzied attempts to
hurl small propaganda groups into
"mass" work, moreoverduring a period
of quiescence. The International So-
cialists likewise exploded in a deep
split, as a substantial minority (now
the Revolutionary Socialist League)
spun away from IS' step-at-a-time
reformism, in the direction of Trot-
skyoid burlesque. The Communist
Party/YWLL is so submerged in front
group activities on the campuses as to
almost eliminate it as an open com-
petitor to the SYL.

Behind the workerist sneers of dis-
integrating sects like the RSL and the
Class Struggle League for political
work on the campuses lies the fear that
their workerist posturing, if allowed
back on to the campuses, will flower

into the most glorious petty-bourgeois

radicalism. As the greatest opportuni-
ties for left-wing recruitment, as well

" 4s an important arena for public polit—"" -«

ical work and polemical struggle within
the left, are still tobe found onthe cam-
puses in this period, the lack of student
work has been a major contributing
factor to the stagnation -of these
organizations.

The only organizations that serious-
ly stand as national competitors of the
SYL on the campuses are the Maoists
and to a lesser extent the Young So-
cialist Alliance, which although organ-
izationally strong has yet to find a new
"vanguard” to tail or a new "mass"
movement to build since the withering

of the student power, feminist and anti-

war movements. Maintaining a shaky
foothold in some local areas, SDS and
the Party for Workers Power continue
their "revolutionary"” activist posturing
hoping to disguise the liberal pablum
they serve up as "program.” Alsogain-
ing influence on some campuses are
groups like NAM and Michael Harring-
ton's Democratic Socialist Organizing
Committee, which are consolidating
strictly around unabashed pre-New
Left social democracy. The SYL will
increasingly come to the fore as the
recognized youth auxiliary tothe grow-’
ing communist opposition in the labor
movement.

The Youth Question

Much of the conference discussion
was activist-oriented, reflecting the
past years' concrete struggles and the
anticipation of our increasingly inter~
ventionist, leading role as the socialist
youth organization championing the
struggle of the working class among
students. The main political discussion
at the conference centered on aspects

of the application of the Trotskyist-

Transitional Program to the universi-
ties. We have been unique in upholding
the Leninist attitude to students, codi-
fied at the Second Congress of the Com-
munist Youth International, which re-

- jects the organizing of student organi-
zations separate from the party or cor- -

respondingly formulating a separate

student program. The "Resolution on -

the Youth® adopted at the founding con-
ference of the Trotskyist FourthInter-

. hational in 1938 reaffirms that thereis

' no "youth™ or "student" program as

such, and that the necessary struggle
around demands relating to the special
oppression of youth "cannot be sepa-
rated from the struggle for the demands
of workers as a whole, both employed
and unemployed™ and should be devel-
oped and applied "within the framework
of the transitional program of the FI"
(see RCY Newsletter, No. 17, May-
June 1973).

The Spartacus Youth League of the
early 1930's produced an excellent
"Draft Resolution on the Student Prob-

lem" (Young Spartacus,-October 1934), .

which was subsequently adopted by its
national conference. The SYL drew its
basic perspective from an understand-
ing of the importance of direct com-
munist intervention in campus political
life:
"Our propaganda must be conducted by
students organized in the SYL who for
the purposes of direct agitation in the
schools unite to form a common student

group, i.e., a school fraction of League -

members."

From a recognition of the essentially
multi-class character of the student
population, which especially in Amer-

ica more closely reflects the whole of -

society than in most countries, the SYL
resolution explains that the task of com-
munist youth on campuses is topose as

the communist pole of attraction in all

student struggles:

"Revolutionary education becomes the
primary task of the SYL among the stu-
dents. Differences in social composi-
tion make this especially necessary.
Bound in the main with classes other
than the working class there is nolast-
ing unity of interests as such. Their
existence as students is but for a few
years, after which they take their place
in class society. He can be won over to
the side of the.revolutionary working
class by ideological eonviction. Educa-
tion assumes the character of discus-
sion, literature, lectures and participa-
tion with the workers:' in certain
activities such as demonstrations, anti-
war movements and the like in which
he realizes that the-decisive class is
‘the’ working ‘class. ... While we stress
the educational nature of our work, we
cannot fail to recognize the problems
that do confront the students. Our com-
rades must in all cases play active,
nay leading roles in the struggles of the
students around their own demands.”

Socialist Program
and the Campuses

- The main political document for the

convention noted that the educational-
. system is an important pillar of bour-

geois society and that a socialist atti-
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tude toward the educational system is
guided by the necessity to obstruct the
schools frombeing instruments of class
rule and discrimination and to estab-
lish the democratic right of self-gov-
ernment. The lengthly discussion cen-
tered on such aspects of the socialist
program as applied to the universities
as the nationalization of the private

universities, student-teacher-worker
control, university autonomy, partici-
pation in university bodies and our atti-
tude to ethnic and women's studies.
Together with demands for free
quality higher education, open admis-
sions and state stipends for all, the
demand for the nationalization of the
private universities (including their en-
dowments) is designed to directly un-
dercut the class discrimination in
training and education perpetuated by
the distinction in elite and plebian

" schools. We are in favor of taking the

private universities out of the hands of
capitalist trustees and opening them
up to all students. We are opposed to
all forms of bourgeois prerogatlve and
snobbery.

The demand for student-teacher-
worker control is a programmatic ex-
pression of university seli-government
or autonomy and constitutes a demo-
cratic demand.. Analogous to tenant
councils or consumer cooperatives,
student-teacher-worker control is not
a call for some form of campus con-
stituent assembly, but in general is a
demand which socialists raise to pose
with the maximum working-class
thrust, a solution to a broad range of
student problems and campus struggles
at the expense of bourgeois authority.

Our attitude to student-teacher-
worker control is nonetheless deter-
mined by the character of the period
and the particular student struggles.
To raise the slogan in Germany in the
early 1930's when most students were
Nazi supporters, or at white universi-
ties in the South in the early 1960's
where the overwhelming majority of
students were opposed to the luke-warm
attempts of the Federal government to
integrate the campuses, would clearly
be reactionary. In such cases the de-
mand for university self-government
abrogates a higher democratic issue or
the more fundamental class questions.

To raise the /sloga.n in situations
when campus-based struggles begin to

expand beyond campys parochialism to.

pose larger social issues, as at Colum-
bia University in 1968, would be a di-

t

version from the task of broadening .

the struggle. In periods when campus
struggles intersect a rapidly unfolding
social crisis, as in France and Mexico
in 1968, the demand can catalyze the
opening of major class battles. Aca-
demic freedom for some of the Chilean
universities during the Allende govern-
ment was ademand for permitting these
institutions to become organizing cen-
ters for fascist reaction, while for

"red" professors in the U,S. duringthe
McCarthy era it was an important
democratic struggle.

Communists consider running in
elections to various participatory bod-
ies on campus provided that they could
serve as an effective platform for so-
cialist propaganda and were not created
at the expense of some higher demo-
cratic or socialist principle. For ex-
ample, student governments often pro-
vide such a platform for socialist poli-
tics, while certain advisory committees
which infringe on union hiring should be
boycotted.

While it was a tenet of the old New
Left that the creation of special de-
partments or programs dealing with
ethnic, labor, radical and women's
studies was inherently progressive or
even revolutionary, we take noposition
on the formation of such departments

any more than any other particular -

academic division of labor. But we do
recognize the validity of rediscovering
the true history of the oppressed. We
are opposed to the establishment of
racially or sexually exclusionist pro-
grams, but once formed would defend
their right to exist in the event of ad-
ministration attack. However, we are
unconditionally opposed to any form of
training for the repressive apparatus
of the bourgeois state, e.g., ROTC or
criminalistics.

Following the discussion and voting
of the various documents and resolu-
tions before the delegates, the incoming
National Committee was elected. With
the sjnging of the Internationale the

conference ended on a note of deter- .

mination, enthusiasm and revolutionary

_ optimism.m



10

Young Spartacus

Black Oppression...

Continued from page 12

Part of the problem was that the
CI under Stalin transformed the Lenin-
ist transitional organization from a
vehicle for mass work into a substi-
tute for mass work. Lenin saw the
need for special methods of work
among the specially oppressed, e.g.,
blacks and women, and argued that
the CPs should set up transitional
organizations—led by party cadre and
functioning as arms of the party—
which would address the special needs
of minorities and women and attempt
to bring them into the communist
movement. Depending upon the period,
such organizations might or might not
obtain a mass character. The CPunder
Stalin opted for the creation of front
groups -that only created the illusion
(and probably only for CP members)
of mass work but in fact represented
an abandonment of genuine mass work.

The problem of front-groupism was .

complicated by the tendency toward
sectoralism or poly-vanguardism (3
la the present-day Socialist Workers
Party), as expressed in the 1928 "Re-
solution on the Negro Question":

"It is the duty of Negro workers to

orgaanize through the mobilization of
the broad masses of the Negro popu-
lation the struggle of the agricultural
laborers and tenant farmers against
all forms of semi-feudal oppression.
On the other hand, it is the duty of
the Communist Party of the U.S.A.
to mobilize and rally the broad masses
ol the white workers for active par-
ticipation in this struggle.”
This poly-vanguardism flowed from the
attempt to fit the dynamic of the Amer-
ican revolution into Stalin's "two-stage
revolution,” The first, "national-
democratic” stage would be carried out
by blacks in the "Black Belt" against
"semi-feudal oppression.” Hence, the
principal axis of the black question was
Seen as agrarian, concentrated in the
*Black Belt," and the principal enemy
of blacks was not capitalism but "semi-
feudal oppression":!

It is easy to see from this schema
how the ultraleft rhetoric of the "Third
Period" in which Roosevelt, the NAACP
and the AFL leadership were all con-
sidered "fascists,"” was easily con-
verted in the post-1935 "People's
Front" period where political blocs with
the NAACP, Roosevelt and the AFL
bureaucracy became "progressive,”

To its credit the CP transcended
in practice its poly-vanguardist theo-
ries and insisted on the bi-racial char-
acter of the LSNR. However, the CP
could not decide whether to restrict
the LSNR to a newspaper support club
or to create a real black transitional
organization, with its own organiza-
tional life and linked to the party
through its leading and most conscious
members.,

CP Sectarianism
on the United Front

The relationship between the LSNR
and other black and non-CP labor
organizations was shaped by the "Third
Period™ concept of the united front.
Since, according to the CP, the acute-
ness of the capitalist crisis had con-
verted the leaderships of all non-CP-
led organizations into fascists, there
could be no agreements with such
leaderships, even for common action
(the united front from above). Instead
there could only be "united frontsfrom
below," i.e., between the CP's Trade
Union Unity League and the ranks of the
AFL around the TUUL program, be-
tween the LSNR and the ranks of the
NAACP or Pan-African Congress
around the LSNR program.

Several years later when the CP
had liquidated the LSNR into the pro-
Rooseveltian National Negro Congress,
James W, Ford, leader of CP black
work during the "People's Front"
period, stated:

"The original weaknesses of the LSNR
were identical with those of the Ameri-
can Negro Labor Congress. Calling
for affiliation on the basis of the com-
plete program, the LSNR tended to mzke

existing organizations suspicious."

~The Negvo and the Democvratic Front
In reality the weakness of the LSNR
was that it was not transformed into a
genuine Leninist transitional organiza-
tion, seeking to recruitbothindividuals-
and groups to its complete program and
at the same time pursuing agreements
for common action even with the
"social-fascist" leaders of the petty-
bourgeois black organizations and the
reformist trade unions. By attempting
to address the ranks of these or-
ganizations without politically con-
fronting ‘their leaderships, the LSNR
assisted the reformists in maintaining
a hold on their memberships.

TUUL and CP Black Work

The LSNR was made additionally
superfluous because many of the tasks
which might have fallen to a transi-
tional black organization were ab-
sorbed by the "Third Period" "revo-
lutionary unions." While the Sixth Con-
gress still exhorted Communists to
work in the "social-fascist"-led re-
formist unions, the CPs were expected
to organize their own "revolutionary
unions™ even where reformist unions
already existed.

In order to carry out this new turn
the old industrial arm of the CP, the
Trade Union Educational League, was
converted into the Trade Union Unity
League, at a convention in Cleveland
in 1929, Departments of the TUEL,
often no larger than the CP fraction
in that particular industry, were con-
verted into "red unions." These unions
were supposed to be more than just
the most militant defenders of the
economic interests of workers. They
were to organize the unemployed, or-
ganize the unorganized, championblack
rights and directly struggle for power.

The program of the International
Trade Union Committee of Negro Work-
ers (which, like the TUEL and TUUL,

was affiliated to the Red International

of Trade Unions, the industrial arm
of the CI) called for "Special Unions
of Negro Workers™ in the following
cases: .
"a, where white unions refuse Nsgro
workers. b. in unions where Negroes
are admitted but treated as second
class members, without equal rights
and privileges, special unions must
be organized."

It combined the call for special black
trade unions with the demand for
"Negro Self-Determination in the Black
Belt."

However, the CP "revolutionary dual
unions™ were the first serious effort
to organize black workers and the first
serious outside challenge to AFL Jim
Crow unions since the demise of the
IWW. The importance of this work was
based on an objective reality which was
in direct contradiction to the CI's

characterization of the black question-

as an agrarian question, namely, two-
thirds of the blacks gainfully employed
by 1930 were not in agriculture. _

* While many were in the marginal
service sector, blacks were also con-
centrated in unskilled jobs in basic
industry, previously considered too
"menial® for whites but which were
becoming increasingly important to
modern industrial capitalism. In mining
blacks composed 7.6 percent of the
workforce, in transport 10.3 percent,
in steel 16.2 percent, in the building
trades 22.7 percent and inthe unskilled
jobs in meatpacking, 25 percent.

“Communist Black Work

in the South

One exhortation of the "Resolution
on the Negro Question"™ was "the be-
ginning of systematic work in the
South." Such work required the greatest
courage, tenacity and self-sacrifice.
In the 1930's the South still contained
a large majority of the black population,
two-thirds of which lived in rural
areas. A large portion of the black rural
population was composed of the elderly,
the young and the unemployed—capital-
ism's "surplus population.”

Those blacks who could find work
on the land were subjected to peonage,

debt and convict slavery, vagrancy
laws, disenfranchisements, segrega-
tion, lynching and mob violence. In the
spring of 1931 the CP organized the
Sharecroppers Union (SCU) in Talla-
poosa and Lee Counties, Alabama.
According to the Birmingham News of
20 July 1931, the unions were organizing
blacks to demand "social equality with
the white race, $2 a day for work, and
not ask but 'demand what you want,
and if you don't get it, take it!" (quoted
in Jamieson, Labor Unions in Amevrican
Agriculture).

The struggle to organize the SCU
was conducted in a state of perpetual
civil war with both "legal” and extra-
legal armed vigilante groups. One of
the most serious events in this war
was the shoot-out with vigilante gangs
organized by the planters at Camp
Hill, Tallapoosa County, in December
1932. Four blacks were murdered,
twenty were wounded and five were
given long prison sentences. The SCU
was finally able tolaunchitsfirst strike
in the fall of 1934 when 500 cotton
pickers struck for a wage rate of 75

‘cents per hundredweight, a demand

won in a few areas. By 1935 the SCU
claimed 10,000 members. In the spring
of that year it led a strike of 1,500
cotton pickers for almost a month for
a basic wage of $1/day.

The Scottsboro Case

The most famous CP black work
during the Depression centered around
a defense case: the Scottsboro nine.
On 21 March 1931 nine black youth,
all under the age of 21 (the youngest
was 13) were charged with raping two
white girls on a freight train and were
jailed in Scottsboro, Alabama. Despite
contradictory testimony at the trial,
a local court found eight of them guilty
and sentenced them to death. The CP,
through its defense arm, the Inter-
national Labor Defense, rapidly rallied
to the defense of the Scottsboro youths
and turned their case into an inter-
national = symbol of

- of southern lynch law,

AN

The ILD was begunby James Cannon,
who later became the founder of Ameri-
can Trotskyism. At the time of his

" expulsion from the CP in 1928 for
_ Trotskyism, Cannon was also removed

from the ILD. The ILD rapidly followed
the "Third Period” drift into ultraleft
phrasemongering and the sectarian
*united front only frdmbelow" policies.

Thus, the ILD sent a telegramtothe
first trial judge threatening that he
would be held "personally responsible
unless the defendants were immediately
released.” Needless to say, such empty
threats did nothirg to win the release

| / l

[For information regarding SL/SYL
public forums, see page 7.]

Binghamton

Class Series

BASIC MARXISM

Tuesday, 1 October, 7:30 PM., West
Lounge, Univ. Union, Harpur Col-
lege. For more information: (607)
797-9073.

Buffalo

Class Series :

TOWARD THE AMERICAN
REVOLUTION ‘

Attica: What Defense Policy for
Revolutionists? s
Wednesday, 25 September, 8:00 PM.
The Oppression of Women and
Blacks —The Road for Liberation.
Wednesday, 9 October, 8:00 PM.
Location to be announced. For more
information: (716) 837-1854,

the horrors -

- 3211,

of the Scottsboro defendants. Just be-
fore he became the most grovelling
spokesman for the application of the
"People's Front® to black work, James
W. Ford wrote in an article
inappropriately titled, "The United
Front in the Field of Negro Work"
(Communist, February 1935):

- "...among liberal gréups who still
believe in democratic and civil rights,
support will be gained when ‘the fight
for Scottsboro is bound up with the
national liberation of the Negro people
and with the struggle of the entire
American working class for the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat.”
Nevertheless even the CP/ILD's

most persistent and nagging critic at
the time, the NAACP, gave the CP
and ILD grudging support for the power
and effectiveness of their defense ef-
forts. For example, the NAACP pub-
lication Crisis (December 1935) stated:
"The exploitation of Negroes by the
South has been pitilessly exposed to
the world. An important legal vic-
tory has been won against the lily-
white jury system. As far as propa-
ganda is concerned the whole Negro
race is far ahead of where it would
have been had not. the Communists
fought the case in the way they did."

The Scottsboro defendants were not

executed, but were nevertheless given

long prison terms; the last of the

Scottsboro defendants was not released

from prison until 1950,

CP Polemics
in the Black Movement

There are important lessons for
revolutionaries today in the CP's
polemics with other tendencies in the
black movement and in its ability to
assimilate and transform a rapidly
acquired black membership into a com-
munist cadre. And in this area a most
useful document is Harry Haywood's
report on black work to the Eighth
Convention of the CP in 1934, sub-
sequently reprinted under a title which
is in itself a polemic: The Road to |,
Negro Liberation: The Tasks of the
Communis! Party in Winning Working
Class Leadevship of the Negro Libera-
tion Struggles and the Fight Against
Reactionary Nationalist-Reformist
Movements among the Negro People,
Haywood's attack on blacknationalism,
especially the "self-help" schemes of
cultural nationalists and community-
control advocates, still rings true to-
day: :

"These movements for the most part

advocate a : voluntary acceptance of

segregation and Jim Crowism as in-

evitable. The fight against it is a

folly, make the best of it. The Negroes

must draw in upon themselves, build

Ithaca

Class Series

BASIC MARXISM .
Wednesday, 2 October, 8:000 PM.,
Room G-92, Uris Hall, Cornell U,
"For more information: (607) 277-

Madison

Class Series
REVOLUTIONARY MARXISM:
THEORY AND PRACTICE
Bi-weekly series begins Thursday,
.19 September, 7:30 PM. Room to
be posted. Memorial Union, Uni- |-
versity of Wisconsin at Madison.
For more information: (312) 728-
2151, :

New York

Class Series

WHAT IS SOCIALISM?

Bi-weekly series beginning in Oc-
tober and given in two locations—
Room 104, Wagner Hall, CCNY and
SL/SYL Public Office, 260 West
Broadway (near -Canal St.), Man-
hattan, For more information: (212)
925-5665.
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up their own life within the Jim Crow
ghettoes. Hence they propose fantastic
schemes for building self-sufficing
economies among Negroes within the
walls of segregation, in the Black
Belt of the cities, under the leader-
ship of businessmen and professionals,
advancing all sorts of illusionary
schemes for the establishment of co-
operatives and industry along Jim Crow
lines, holding forth the bourgeois
utopian perspective of eventually es-
tablishing industries which will be
owned and operated by Negroes and
furnish employment to Negro workers
....Here presumably...[black petty
bourgeois] will have the opportunity
of exploiting 'their own masses' free
from competition and develop into a
full-fledged bourgeoisie.”
Ironically,
more vehemently than Haywood the
"reactionary-utopian schemes" of the
black petty bourgeoisie to build up a
black self-sufficient economy in the
"Black Belt" of the urban ghettoes,
there was also no stronger advocate
of the reactionary-utopian scheme of
black "self-determination” in the rural
ghetto of the southern "Black Belt,"
This highlights the contradiction be-
tween CP black work in practice and
the erroneous theories developed to
analyze the condition of southern
blacks,

Party, Race and Cadre

CP black work during the
Depression, work among tenants and
sharecroppers, among the unemployed,
the unorganized black proletariat, ten-
ants' councils, and so on, attracted
thousands of black members to its
ranks. But the enduring test of the-
party which aspires to lead the pro-
letariat to power is its ability to
transform members into cadre—into
lifelong professional revolutionaries.
And it is here that the CP in its
"Third Period" may be judged and
found. wanting.

. Many joined the CP but few stayed.
Part of the problem was objective:

‘-Social oppression whichis the fuel"

for the spontaneous indignation and
rebellion of the masses, the motor
force of revolution, also cuts across
the all-sided development of human
capacities which are demanded of the
proiessional revolutionary. A few in-
dividuals rise above their circum-
stances. But the evicted tenant, the
downtrodden sharecropper, a spinner
working the 14-hour days of the Gas-
tonia mills, found the yoke of social
oppression so great that they could
only follow the CP for the short-term
struggle.

But part of the problem was withthe
CP itself. No matter how aggressively
it might champion the black struggle

for liberation and call forth from its

membership enormous dedication and
sacrifice, the CP was abureaucratized
party which was led by men who had
traded their revolutionary perspective
and integrity for Stalin's good favor.
And this loss of integrity and perspec-
tive permeated all sides of the organi-
zation.

Thus when the Seventh CI Congress
heralded the new period of the "People's
Front"™ where yesterday's "social
fascists™ became today's "friends" of
"democracy," labor or blacks, sur-
prisingly little commotion occurred
within the CP—few left or expressed
opposition to this major turn. The
"principle” of unprincipledness had
already been established. The party
members and leadership had becomsz
inured to the necessity (i.e., if one
wanted to stay in the party or, in some
cases, stay alive) of going along with
Stalin's previous turns and zigzags
(somewhat minor relative to the 1935
turn)—many of which contained the
political kernel of the future "People's
Front" policies.

The cynicized CPUSA went on to
further discredit itself by its adapt-
ation to Jim Crowism in WWII, The
triumphant revolutionary proletariat
will bring the CP leadership to ac-
count for its many crimes, not the
least of which was squandering a whole
generation of black Communists re-
cruited from the heroic struggles of
the 1930's.m ) i

while no one denounced

«+.FORD

Continued from page 5

cooperate™ (New York Times,

21 August).

For revolutionists it is correct
and necessary to enter the armed
forces when drafted, just as the Bol-
sheviks "went to war" along with the
masses of Russian workers and peas-
ants in WWI, During the Vietnam war
it was incumbent upon communists to
conduct revolutionary defeatist propa-
ganda in the army and to win the ranks
of soldiers to the side of working-class
struggles against capitalism. While we
oppose individualist draft evasion and
illusions that conscientious objection
or pacifist resistance can effectively
prevent imperialist wars, we demand
complete and unconditional amnesty
for those who refused conscription and
stand in solidarity with them against
the capitalist state.

Ford Selects the Butcher
of Attica

Rockefeller as Vice President is being
heralded as conciliatory to "eastern
liberals." Plain old Jerry chose another
plain American "to be a good partner
for me...and the world"™ (New York
Times, 21 August). Nelson Rockefeller
is already "a partner of the world.”
His personal wealth hasbeen estimated
by friends at $500 million, while the
estimated worth of the family is $10
billion.

Since he left the Governorship of
New York State, Rockefeller has bank-
rolled and served as chairman of the
Commission on Critical Choices for
Americans. This group's declared ob~
jective is nothing less than solving all
of the world's problems, but its real
function is widely acknowledged to be
a vehicle for Rockefeller's ambitions
for the U.S. Presidency. Both Ford
and Henry Kissinger are members of
this commission, but liberal John
Kenneth Galbraith is considered "too
ideologically left"™ for these global
problem solvers.

Rockefeller is viewed most of all
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Even Ford's appointment of Nelson

as an "internationalist." As "ambas-
sador® for brother David Rockefeller's
Chase Manhattan Bank, Nelson Rocke-
feller was justly stoned by crowds of
demonstrators in Latin America. In
this capacity he also enlisted the help
of Henry Kissinger, first as director
of the Rockefeller brothers-funded
Foreign Policy Studies in the mid-
1950's, and then as his foreign policy
advisor in 1964 and 1968. In 1964
Nelson Rockefeller said of the situation
in Southeast Asia: "The Communist
Vietcong guerrillas must be defeated.
Winning the fight for freedom...is
essential to all of Asia" (quoted in
New York Times, 21 August 1974),
And now Rockefeller and Kissinger
are back together again.

‘missed the entire question of Water-

gate and impeachment with a couldn’t-
care-less "ho-hum." The latest issue
of PL's Challenge (15 August) carries
over the front page picture of Nixon
the headline "Who Cares About This
Runt?"™ and editorializes: "If Nixon
keeps the tapes, gives them up, or
eats them, our problems remain the
same™! Unable to formulate a revo-
lutionary program, PL/SDS abstains,
thereby allowing the mass disillusion-
ment and anti~-Nixon sentiment to be
harvested by the Democrats.

The fake-Trotskyists of the Socialist
Workers Party/Young Socialist Al-
liance went so far as to offer as the
"socialist alternative™ to Watergate
a court suit against the federal govern-
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During Rockefeller's administration
as governor he earned a reputation
within the spectrum of bourgeois poli-
tics as a supporter of state aid to edu-
cation and welfare. Since 1970, how-
ever, he has demonstrated that he too
knows how to run a sinking economy.
On 30 October 1973 he said: "I'm not
moving to the right. I'm just dealing
with - problems as they come up"
(quoted in New York Times, 21 August
1974). He proposed residency require-
ments for welfare recipients and bru-
tally long prison sentences for drug
addicts. It was Rockefeller who re-
fused to meet with the inmates' repre-
sentatives during the Attica prison re-
bellion in 1971 and more than anyone
else personally bears the responsibility
for the ensuing slaughter.

The Left Stalls on Ford
Presidency

The entire unfolding of the Watergate
scandal and its aftermath have made it
abundantly clear that it is the Demo-
cratic Party which is the most obvious
beneficiary of the exposure and down-
fall of Nixon. Since it is through the
Democratic Party that the Meany-
Woodcock-Fitzsimmons bureaucracy
ties the working class to the capitalists,
any ostensibly socialist program which
fails to pose a break with both capital-
ist parties is no alternative, but merely
a left cover for continued class col-
laboration.

The Revolutionary Union-dominated
Attica Brigade (now the Revolutionary
Student Brigade) applied their arsenal
of Mao-Thought to the question of
Watergate and apparently without the
least embarrassment determined that
"the elimination of Nixon will be a
great tactical victory for the people of
the world and cause greater turmoil
in the ranks of the monopoly capitalists"
( Revolutionary Student brigaae , p.5).
To publicize 1ts reformist and totally
pedestrian "Throw the Bum Out” cam-
paign the Brigade led such adolescent,
adventurist "struggles™ as Burn-the-
Bum and Drown-~the-Bum effigy torch-
ing and submerging rallies, demonstra-
tions to hurl eggs at Ford and seizure
of the Statue of Liberty "to the applause
of millions of Americans” (ibid,): One
bum down, another to go, right Brother
Avakian?

The "revolutionary communist”
Progressive Labor Party and its front
group, SDS, took up an attitude which
was essentially the flip-side of the same
reformist coin. PL/SDS simply dis-

\Make payable/mail to: RCY, Box 454, Cooper Station, N. Y., N. Y. 10003 ),

ment for harassment of the SWP/YSA.,
In an interview early this year the late
James P. Cannon, chairman emeritus
of the SWP, denounced "ultralefts” like
the Spartacist League who allegedly
are "doing nothing except occasionally
yapping at us" and stressed that "the
suit filed by our party in the Watergate
case is a very correct tactic"(Inter--

-eontinental Press, 14 January). Camnon

went so far as to equate the Watersuit
with the principled defense work of the
International Labor Defense of the
1920's, of which he had been a founder-
leader. He correctly recalled, however,
that the ILD had "announced that we
were defending all prisoners—what we
called class war prisoners—inconnec-
tion with labor."” But the SWP suit fails
to mention any other left organization
and represents only a civil-libertarian
fight for the SWP's treasured respect-
ability. This "socialist" solution to
Watergate is both sectarian and legal-
istic.

For a Workers Party!

During the Watergate crisis we
pointed out that impeachment was not
enough ana raised a class-struggle per-
spective:

"Socialists should support a congres-
sional move to impeach Nixon. But
impeachment is not enough!...Con-
sequently it is necessary for the work-
ing class to reply with a political
general strike of the organized labor
movement to force new elections, so
that labor can present its own candidate
against the twin parties of capital.”

~ Workers Vanguard, T December

1973

To the extent that the working class

" has been unable to take advantage of

the Watergate crisis through indepen-
dent political action Nixon's removal
py the bourgeoisie represents adeteat.
While the labor tops undoubtedly look
forward to a "veto-proof" Congress
and a "friend of labor"” next president,
the Democratic Party will almost cer-
tainly sweep the 1976 elections and take
over from the Republicans the task of
stepping up the exploitation of the
American proletariat as U.S. imperial-
ism faces greater economic chaos in-
ternationally and a plunging downturn
domestically., To break the strangle-
hold of the labor bureaucracy and open
the way for anti-capitalist struggle
we have and will continue to raise the
slogan: For a Workers Party Based

-on the Trade Unions to Fight for a

Workers Government!m
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The CP and Black Struggles in the Depression

Communist Party black work in the
1930's took place in the context of the
so~-called "Third Period."™ The Sixth
World Congress of the by-then Stalin-
ized Communist International (CI), held
in 1928, heralded an impending "Third
Period" of inevitable and final capitalist
collapse in which the struggle for
reforms was no longer possible. Thus,
all reformist organizations, especially
the "yellow" trade unions and social-
democratic parties (which contained
the majority of the organized labor
movement), were now considered to
be  "social-fascist" organizations.
Much of the CPUSA's work in this
period was thus marked by sectarian-
ism and ultraleftism.

While the CP of this period was
deformed by dishonesty, political zig-
zags and egregious departures from
Marxism, nonetheless in the area of
black work the 1930's represents the
CP's heroic period. Despite the er-
roneous "Black Belt" theory and the
call for "Negro self-determination”
in this territory (acall which was never
raised agitationally but remained part
of the CP's written propaganda), the
CP's work in practice combined a
proletarian orientation with an
awareness of the strategic need to
fight racial oppression throughout all
layers of American society, especial-
ly to address the problems of poor and
unemployed blacks.

Thus, the CP's black work took place
in the labor movement, among the
unemployed, in the South and in the
area of legal defense. This work stands
in stark contrasttothe CP's subsequent
plunge into abject opportunism (and
even adaptation to Jim Crowism in
WWII) and is rich in lessons on how

to conduct and how not to conduct a -

genuine Leninist struggle against ra-
cial oppression.

The Depression, Blacks and the
Communist Party

The catastrophic impact of the
Great Depression on the U.S. working
class was keenly felt by its most op-
pressed members, black workers. By
March 1933 the Bureau of Labor Stan-
dards reported that 25 percent of the
workforce, or 17 million workers, were
unemployed. For those who could find
work, wages on the average had fallen
45 percent. While separate statistics
on the black population were not kept
at this time, the National Urban League
estimated that black unemployment ex-
ceeded white joblessness by 30 to 60
percent (a figure which has grown
larger - since the Depression). Most
black employment was in marginal
"service" jobs: 25 percent of the black
non-farm, wage~earning population
were domestics. T. Arnold Hill of the
Urban League pointed out: '

"Heretofore [the black's] employment
problem has been chiefly one of ad-
vancement to positions commensurate
with his ability. Today he is endeavor-
ing to hold the line against advancing
armies of white workers intent upon
gaining and content to accept occupa-
tions which were once thought too
menial for white hands.”
—quoted in Raymond Walters,
Negroes and the Great Depression
The Depression was a period of

massive social struggle on the part of
workers and the unemployed in which
blacks played a leading role. Much of
this social struggle took place outside
of the American Federation of Labor-
dominated established labor movement.
Only 10 percent of the non-farm work-
force was organized and, of the 1.5
million non-farm black workers, only
a little more than 3 percent or 50,000
workers were organized and one-half
of the unionized black workers belonged
to the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters.

Much of this social struggle,
especially on the part of blacks, was
dominated by the Communist Party. At
the very beginning of the Depression
the CP launched National Unemployed
Councils and by 6 March 1930 was able
to organize demonstrations in major
American cities with- 1,250,000 parti-
cipants.

CP defense work, conducted through
its defense arm, the International Labor
Defense (ILD), was in the forefront of
the struggle against Southern lynch
"justice,” a struggle which found its
most dramatic expressioninthe Scotts-

the Liberator, edited by Cyril Briggs.

The CP's struggle against Jim
Crowism in the unions, though often
conducted through the erroneous and
sectarian "red unions" of the "Third
Period," laid the foundation for the
later success of the Congress of In-
dustrial Organizations in organizing
basic industry. on a bi-racial basis.

The "Third Period™ and
CP Black Work

The Sixth World Congress of the CI,
where the "Third Period" policies were
laid out, also passed a "Resolution on
the Negro Question in the U.S." which
established the "Negro Self-
Determination in the Black Belt" posi-
tion. This was to haunt the CP until it
was finally dropped in 1959 (see "Negro
Self-Determination in the Black Belt,"
Young Spartacus, May-June 1974). But
it was also this Congress and its
special commission on the black ques-
tion which spurred the CP into an ag-
gressive orientation toward black work.

Prior to 1930 the CP had never had
more than 50 black members. The

convention, Cyril Briggs, editor of the
Liberator, defined the LSNR as follows:

"To begin with, it is a mistake to
lay stress on the LSNR as a mass
organization. The LSNR consists of
groups of active supporters and fol-
lowers of the Libevator. The aim is
not to build a mass organization, but
to build the Liberator into a mass
organizer or the agitator and organi-
zer Of the Negro liberation movement.
"The LSNR supports the Communist
Party as the only political party car-
rying on a struggle against Negro
oppression,  but the LSNR is not a
political party. Nor is it a substitute
for any political party. The LSNR
supports the revolutionary trade
unions of the Trade Union Unity
League in opposition to the treacher-
ous, reformist and Jim Crow policies
of the American Federation of Labor
with its fascist leadership. But the
LSNR is not a substitute for the TUUL
or any of its unions.”
—Liberator, 11 November 1930

The program of the LSNR (pub-
lished as a pamphlet entitled
Equality, Land and Freedom) was not
fundamentally different from that of

NATIONAL ARCHIVES (WASHINGTON D, C.)

CP leaders of Workers Ex-Servicemen's League called for march of jobless WWI veterans on Washington in 1932 to
demand promised bonus, Black veterans in Bonus Expeditionary Force resist eviction.

boro defense case.The CP was the first
organization since the populist Southern
Alliance and the Colored National
Farmers Alliance of the 1890's to go
into the South to fight lynch law and
vigilante terror, and to organize south-
ern sharecroppers and tenant farmers.

The CP's launching of the weekly
Southern Wovker in Chattanooga re-
flected the commitment to work in
the South. During 1930 the CP recruit-
ed its first substantial number of black
members—1,000 blacks joined the par-
ty. The moribund CP black organiza-
tion, the American Negro Labor Con-
gress (ANLC) was transformed into the
League of Struggle for Negro Rights
(LSNR) at a convention held in Novem-
ber 1930 and the irregular publication

of the ANLC, the Negro Champion, was -

transformed into a regular weekly,

"Resolution on the Negro Question"
stated that the moribund ANLC "con-
tinues to exist only nominally™ and
called for the CP to "strengthen this
organization as a medium through which
we can extend the work of the party
among the Negro masses and mobilize
the Negro workers under our leader-
ship."

The next national convention of the
ANLC was not held until November
1930, where the ANLC was transformed
into the LSNA, This convention capped
a recruitment drive which had brought
in 1,000 black members. Harry
Haywood, the most faithful and con-
sistent advocate of the "Black Belt"
position, was made chairman of the
LSNR.

In his report on the LSNR founding

the ANLC. Its demands ran from a
"boycott of newspapers and radios
that portrayed the Negro in a de-
rogatory manner"” to "armed self-
defense."”

There was in fact enormous con-
fusion in the CP on just what the LSNR
was supposed to be aside from a
weekly newspaper. While the Briggs
report denied that the LSNR was sup-~
posed to be a mass organization, sub-
sequent CP reports presented the LSNR
in another guise. For example, the
CP Party Organizer for May-June
1932 reports: "We have in the Party
in Chicago alone approximately 500
members....We organized 13 groups
of the LSNR with over 1,000 members,
80 percent non-party, 20 percent
Negroes."

continued on page 10
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