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"There will be more redundancies from
other mergers; indeed on ocannot get
sufficient higher productivity without
them." This was how a TIMES editorial
received the news that over 5,000 work-
ers at the A.E.I. factory, Woolwich
would be thrown out of work. It graphic-
ally sums up the attitude of the employ~-
ers, who will do anything in their re-
lentless drive for bigger profits. Last
year G.E,C. shares were standing at Lis,
Just before the A.E.I./G.E.C, merger
they stood at 73/9d; they are now fluc—
tuating between 87/9d and 98/6a !

The value of take-overs and mergers dur-
ing 1967 is estimated at more than
£1,000 millions - a fantastic develop~
ment, considering that the average value
of such transactions in the late fifties
was less than £400 millions a year. In
January this year more mergers and take-
overs took place or were being seriously
negotiated than in the whole of 1967!
The total value of the major bids alone
during this month was £750 millions,

What is the real r2ason for these colog-
sal developments? Is it to ensble these
companies to benefit the 'mation' by be-
ing more efficient and productive? Is it
s0 that they can pool their research
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costs and stop the duplication of eff-
ort? There is no doubt that a desire tc
cut costs plays a major mrt in the mer-

ger movement, However, it is difficult
to see how the business operations of
Imperial Tobacco 'overlap' with those of
HP Scuce, which they took over,or to ex-
plain the link between British American
Tobacco and Yardley's, or Soiaweppes and
Typhoo. Clearly the main motive of these
mergers is to concentrate larger blocks
of capital in fewer organisations, As
the FINANCIAL TIMES put it,"the ambitiom
to dominate and consolidate has been the
main factor,"

The mergers have been occurring at such
& pace that even the major banks are
finding that their oredit facilities and
commercial organisations are too limit-
ede This has resulted in the merger of
the Westminster and the National Provine
cial, to be quickly followed by the mer-
ger of Barclays, Lloyd's amd Mertin's,
Only the Midland, a vast concern in its
own right,now stands outside these grou=-
pings = in e few weeks the phrase "the
big five" has become "tae big three™,

The Lebour Govermment's attitude +to
these developments is quite clear: it
supports them, Courtaulds has been allow-
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he textile industry -

ng holes in ¢
slosing mills et will and destroying
thousands of jobs. Wedgewood Benn, ‘the
Minister of Technology, comented at the
news of the A.B.I, Woolwich elose-down
that there would be many more mass re-=
dundancies as a result of Government-
backed margers.

The Industriel Reorganisation Corpora-
tion, a Govermment body, brought about
the teke-over of Elliot Automation by
English Electric. It also instigeted the
GuE,Cy/AE I, merger ard the Ley

BJOLHe merger. The Government provided
£15 million to help English Fleotric out
and £25 million of public money went to
the Leyland/B.M.H, deal, Yet the 'nat-
ion' is 80 hard pressed that the Wilson
Government has to take a ¥ of a pint of
milk away from school kids over 11}
Neither can 'we' afford to provide pen-
sions to those alresdy over B5: This is
all the more naussating when one remem—
bers that only last year the ship-yard
owners got a hand-out of £32% million,

Labour Government grants to millionaire
conperns, coupled with cuts in the Soc-
ial Services, which can only lead to a
deterioration in the health of workers
and their children, is bad enocugh, But
it is especially gelling when Mayhew,
Isbour MP for Woolwich East, says bthat
closures are inevitable ard, echoing
the SURDAY TIMES,that there "is no sense
in resisting them." Furthermore the SUN-
DAY TIMES is of the opinion thet "the
evailable evidence suggests thet most
firms arve now scting with raasonsble hu-
manity," Apparently, they are not aware
thet several months' notice is not much
good when there are more workers in an
afea than jobs, Or that a few hundred
qubd redundancy pay Jlasts only a fow
months,

In the case of AE,I. the Government
have bean full of protestations about
the transfer of jobs t0 the 'develop-

if they weve simply transforring jobs i
wouldn't have much point.

rs &t A.E.T. in Woolwich are
gﬁox;:;:eﬁng just how these lies and
alosures should be fought, They have
podnted out that in the Woolwich area
the nutber of Jjobs aveilable between
1951 & 1961 fell by 12%, Yet the GIO is
P a New Town closet’o{, 1:: gooug

le, requiring at least &,
gg;oogoﬁg? T;xe wo;l;iers refused to teke
ttheir' Iabour M,P.'s edvice to accept
the 'ineviteble', when a mess meeting
greeted his apologies for Government
poliay with uproers

The A.B.I, workers categorically reject-
od the proposal thet "there should be no
redundancy without alternative employ-
ment being avallsble", They have seen
this proposal for what 4t is - a very
vague promise about alternative employ-
ment, but what employment, on what cond-
itions ard at what pay, the workers are
not told, By a massive majority they
have said that they will give support to
any uaction suggested by the Shop Stew-
ards' Committee,

On  the 11th of February, shop Stewards
from 211 over the ABE.I. growp meb in
Sheffield and voted for a one-day tcken
strike for March 12th., The techniciens
ot all G.EC, and A E.I, factories have
benned overtime. The A.E.I. stewards ot
Woolwich have been widening the struggle
and getting support from other factories
in the area, The Post Office Workers'
Union was quick to point out that the
factory made equipment that the G.PeOs
was buying sbroad. They also demanded
that the Government nationalise the fac~
tory and hand it over to the G.2.0, The
rapid development of the struggle agein-
st the closures was noted in the TIMES
on the 10th of Pebruary, when they said
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kind of opposition to Govermment plans
might spread and threaten the future
plans of the Industrial Reorganisation
. Corporation!

The attitude of the workers at Woolwich
is absolutely correct. We must oppose
all attempts to meke us pay the cost of
the 'rationalisation' of industry, Our
demand must be full employment and we
must fight all redundancies, The respom-
sibility lies feirly and squarely with
a Government whose policy is determined

that there was a real danger that this
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:ge magies of the capitalist system
There are more sackings to comet the
Port of London Authority claims that it
has 1,300 too many people, as a resul‘b
of conteiner traffic, The railway con=
traction could eventuslly lead to
100,000 fewer jobs! This is the future
that capitalism faces wus with and, un-~
lecss we fight and take +the initiative
from the financiers and their tame "soc=-
ialist" government, we can only expect
an increase in unemployment and povertys

Don Milligane

ANCLEYTE

N.E. tenants demand:

TAKE OVER THE FINANCE COMPANIES !

The new Teeside Tory Council hopes to
introduce a vicious scheme of steep rent
increases - the bitter pill being 'sug-
ared' with the insult and indignity of a
Means Test. The scheme embodies a 30s. a
week increase over 3 years, with some
'Lucky' tenants getting a small rebate
at the end if they can plead poverty., Of
course, they will first have to undergo
& degrading examination of their person-
al lives,

This scheme comes as part of a general
attack on working class living condit-
ions., With wages frozen stiff, prices
rising and a whole incomes ice age loom-
ing ahead, workers are being sucked dry
in the interests of profit. Any increase
in rents is a further wage cut, with the
benefits this time going directly to the
parasite financiers, They, the finance
companies, have raised interest rates;
We, the workers,have to pay - so we're
told. Purthermore, if we lie down and
let them walk over us, they'll have us
divided amongst ourselves, scrapping
over whether Mrs.J should Pay an extra
shilling a week to the rent collector to
attone for the sinful fact that her son

has got a peltry wage rise. Oh yes, the
bosses and their financier friends will
love that! They'll try it on all over
the place =~ a divided working oclass
mokes lovely meat for the bloodsuckers,

THE BIG IIE

One division that has so far been succ—
essfully fostered is that between counc=—
il tenants and 'owner ocecupiers', The
notion is spread around +that council
tenants are subsidised out of owner oce—
upiers' rates.This is absolutely untrue,
Last year £100 million was contributed
towards council rents s Yyet £150 million
was paid back to Cwner-occupiers in the
form of tax relief, However, even with
this small concession, owner Occupiers
are just as much squeezed by the finanes
companies as are council tenants, To pit
one against the other woulg only serve
these self-same interests,

4s long as the economy is in the oontrol
of a handful of these moneylenders, then
rents, rates ang mortgages will continne

to rise, It is these parasitic shark
mst go out to settle e

with, Councils sWho
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do the finance companies'dirty work whe=
ther they be Tory or Lebour, will cont-
inue to behave as tools of these gemtle-
mén, 4As an exampls of this, teke the
Middlesbrough and Redcar councils, both
of whdch wdll be in the new Teeside Cou-

nty Borough,

Last year the Housing Revemue accounts
reed like this:

Mddlesbrough: Income from rents:
£1,251,202
Interest paid to Finance
Cos.t  Over £1 million,

Income from rents:
£27,275

Redcar:

7 Interest peid to Finance

.

Cosas £218,526

Without heving to pay interest, both
rents and rates could be 2 fraction of
what thsy ave, Redcar could have charged
ne rsnt at all and been better off than
now!

THE FIGHT ON THE TESS

The wage-cutting, divisive plans of the
Tesside Council have not mone unchallan-
ged. All over Teeside tenants are orgnn-
ising and constituting themselves <nto
Tenants' Action Committees, So far, mee-
tings have been held on Resterside Bet-
zbe in Middlesbrough arnd the Roseworth
Bstate in Stockton, Similar meotings
are being called in the near futurs on
the Lakes Estate in Redcar, the Brambles
Farm, Thorntree, Netherfields, Grove
11, Park Bnd, Pellister Park amd
Whinnay Bank Bstatas in Mddlesbrough,

ZASTERSTTE MEETING

At the meeting on Easterside Bstate on
¥onday March Jrd a packsd meeting of
tenants cheered and clapped proposals
from the floor to form a Tenants' Lgiion
Commdttee on the basis of "N 4 PNy
ON THE RENDS - IT'S 4 WAGE CUR! TwRov
QUT THE MRBANS-TEST RENT FERUTE SOHEME!®
Thay also called for Govermment imterest
free loans to mke cheap housing a resl-
ity - and for the Covermment to teks
over the finance comparies if they could
Bot mset this demand out of existing re-

elr committes op
fight into every household on the estate
and intc the factories,

workers and housewi

This schems can be defeeted by deterins
ed action and solidarity on the part op
the tenants. It is impossible to evict
or otherwise victimise thousands of ten-
ants when they are properly orgemised
and really umited, The defeat of +he
scheme would strengthen workers in thetp
struggle to meintein  present Iiving
standards, And it would be & res

blow to the bosses, financiers and their
Town Hall lackeys throughout Britain,

Sten Lcmex,

(anyone wishing to offer help in this
fight should contect the Tenants ictice
Cemmittes, 123, Burwell Road, Nether-
Tields, }4adlesbrough, )
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r[ln. Solidarity
with UVIETHAM

The V.S.C. case

The war in Vietnam is not a mistake,
Both sides know what they are fighting
for, and both are still determined +to
win. The Vietnam Solidarity Cempaign is
based on recognition of this fact.Unlike
the peace movement, many of whose mem~
bers don't care which side wins as long
as the war is somehow stopped, we care
very much which side wins., We have come
together to campaign for support for the
Netional Idberation Front ('Vietcong!),
and to give it all the solidarity we can
We recognise it as the representative
voice and arm of the wvast majority of
the Vietnamese people, who are fighting
for self-determination in order to make
an end of an oppressive social system,

Lend reform is the biggest domestic is-
sue in Vietnam. 2L% of the population
owns 50% of all the land. Where the Sai-
gon puppet government has control, sb-
sentee landlords extort rents as high as
60% of the produce of a farm or field,
Most of the peasants are forced to take
a second job in order to meke ends meet
and feed their families, In these cir-
cumstances, the so-called 'aid' sent by
the landlords' American friends and pro-
tectors is hardly the solution: but in
any case, it never arrives, being lost
into the voluminous pockets of the off-
icials on the way, Festering corruption
is a way of life for the puppet govern-
ment and its officials., Every job worth
anything has its price =~ a price which
is redeemed by further graft,

This rotten police regime would not
stand for two minmutes against the anger
and hatred of the Viethamese if it were
not for the genocidal fire-power of +the
US Armed Forces, This, coming in a var-
lety of hideous shapes and sizes - all
reeldng of painful death - has already
claimed the lives of more than a million
women and children,




"r" : . : s o -

The US war effort hes primarily been  land and other social refor -
: ted against the eivilian population ‘enéing of their LTy 8  BUbsaryiegy
‘because of the nature of the war. The relationship with Imperialism, 50 thag
umity of the people ard the NLF in their  their natural resources can be used to
common struggle against US imperialism  bring edvancement and prosperity tg
is so great that the US ammies have had their own people, This is the only sol«
to adopt a method od casual and indis- ution to the 'problem' of these areas «
eriminate slaughter of the whole popul~- not charity, either private or at goy~
ation, The US army cannot tell the Viet- ernment level,
cong from the Vietnamese peasant because
they are one and the same, In the reeent
battles, US bombing reduced many towns
to rubble - Min order to save them"!

Because we support these struggles we
give unconditional and active sclidarity
to the NIF, the vanguard of this Asian
struggle, We feel that those in the
Jeace movement who in effect call wupon
the INLF to negotiate their own defest
tend to blur these very real issues, It
must be remembered that negotiations are
a means and not an end: and if these
meons do not serve our ends they are
worse than useless, The pacifists would
be both more honest and more logical to
simply tell the Vietnamese to lay dom
their arms and give in to oppression,

The US imperialists play world-policemen
~ ostensibly in the defence of'freedom'
and the 'Free world', Whoever else may
be fooled, these self-appointed ‘'savi=
ours' are quite clear about why they
are there., What is at stake is Imperial=
ism's licence to expioit the natural
wealth of South East Asies, and ultimate~
ly the wvhole of the under-developed
world., There is tin, rubber, tungsten
and other valusble raw materials to be

bought, and a market for the advanced
countries' indwetrial produce. This
'errangement', dominated by Imperialism,
means the continuel impoverishment of
the backward countries, and the contin-
ual enrichment, at their expense, of the
profit-coffers of Imperialism., Private
investment in the area is worth thous-
ands of millions of pounds and dollars,
Britain's investment in Singapore and
Melaysia alone is worth £700 millions -
which is why Wilson, the gentleman's
gentleman €f British capitalism, contin-
ues to give full and wholehearted supp-
ort to Johnson's war,

If (or rather, when) the NF wins in
Vietnam, other liberation struggles in
Asia, in South imerica, din Africa, in
the black American ghettoes - indeed,
even the struggles in this country ag-
sinst a belligerent ruling class - will
be tremendously aided.

In Asia, the 'domino theory' is not just
propaganda, In Leos, Cambodia, Thailand,
the Philippines and Korea the people are
arming behind organisations similar to
the WVietnam NLF, with the same aims:

In past negotiations like the Geneva
Convention the sacrifices and struggles
of the Vietnamese were thrown away by
'diplomacy! and promises, which the
Vietnamese were pressured by Russia amnd
China intc accepting, Though appearing
to many at the time as a good 'negotiat-
ed, peaceful' solution, this simply laid
the basis for further oppression, iny
hegotiations entered into while the US
can dictate terms will only mean that,
after a respite, the Vietnamese will
have to fight again another day, The
only permanent peace in Vietnam will be

This is the reality of Vietnam - one

side must win, In terms of the success

:ﬁe tge Ccampaign in this country against
o] S awess?on, it is a fact thet =
ceutralist opting out of reality can

ASVer gain the support of any signific-
0t muber of the s i

bl working class - the
f?%z Jcople whose action z2otuslly could
I;usct:ct'the War. These are the pecple we

win, And they know that the outcome

of a strike - which, despite the hard-
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ship, is entered into to win, not to
'settle' - depends on the strength of
the forces on each side, It is not won
by going back to work 'in order that ne-
gotiations can begin',Though some people
in the peace movement and the'Communist!
Party feel that a "broader' slogan, like
calling for negotiations without teking
sides, will win more people,this refusal
to tackle the real issues in fact hes
the opposite effect,

Many of us will have criticisms of the
NLF when they have finally thrown out
the American occupction forees and taken
power,We don't all think they will bring
in the millenium, or even socialism. We
know, however, that their present strug-
gle is a just one, and one that needs to
be fought out. And er recognise that not
to take sides in a struggle for limited
aims amounts to standing aside passively.
We must help the NLF in every way we can

CC ) y for
theompleteandtobal unww at ‘the

Ironically,
are not at all critical of the NLF,

victery as socialism,

preach peace to the Vietnamese. They,
after all, know what the war is about.
and they have chosen to fight for vict-
orys They do not think that the rightd
of the US in Vietnam should be negotiat-
ede #A4s Ho Chi Minh hes said - ™f
there is a burglar in your house, you
throw him out.”" We must organise the
workers of this country to give an extra
ki clc,

9010/0/0/0/0:0/0/0/00/0/0/00/061016

Student Power or

an amount of student militancy umsual
in this country in recent years has been
in evidence in the last few mcnths, On
issues renging from cafeteria menues to
Vietnam students have organised sit-ims,
boycotts and demonstrations, While there
is nothing, as yet, on +he scale (either
in terms of mumbers or ccmbativity) of
student activity in such places as Japen
USa or Germeny, there has at least
teken place the beginmings of an awaken-
ing out of the treditional student ap-
athy, and the beginnings of a sharp pol-
erisation in the universities between
activists and conservatives. How far is
this likely to develop? The key to this
lies in the relationship between the
student world and outside society,

For the vast mejority of students, univ-
ersity is anything but a 'seat of learn-
ing end inguiry'. Most talk very cyn-
ically about 'the picce of paper' - or

bureaucrats "in loco parentis",
particularly acute in the clder univers-

Student Protest

degree = without which the job they
get cfterwerds will be worth 2 few hun-
dred a year less, Their future carsers
hminge on the final exsms, after which
there is virtually no tight of appeal or
chance of a second go. Students have no
say whatever either in educational meti-
ers or on those affecting the day to day
orgarisation of their lives, The student
Union (NUS) and so-called Representative
Councils busy themselves with arranging
such things as student hdliday flights
and the anmuel Graduation Ball,

2dded to this, the students live under 2

eegime of petty rules and tyrranmies ex-
ercised owver their personsl lives by
This is

ities, in hells of residence and at tea-
cher troining colleges.Stulents,who eve

at the age when meny rrkers are ’.b'..a..y
bringing up families,

to

JoU ved

those in this ocuntry who
amd
who will nc doubt acclaim the result of
still refuse +to
give solidarity to the NLF,The VBC feels
that we in this country have no right to
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increase, which is to be announced 4y
May by & tribunal that has been studyin,
the cost of being a student s is %o h.‘
celmly halved at birth according to Mp,
Wilson's idea of economising.By the timg

the indignities of rigid control over
receiving visitors (of any sex and part-
icularly the 'opposite' one), their com-
ings and goings, and even what they wear
at meel times,

A big issue at all times, and especially
so at present, 1is the question of
Grants. Always inadequate, they are in
affect being pared away further. The
Means Test makes most students dependent
on their parents cven after they are
married, and often beyond the age of 21
- and many parents just don't pay up
what the Whitehall boys decide is 'their
share',

In addition to the general rise in the
odst of living and the extra rise caused
by devaluation, students face a drastic
increase in fees for halls of residence,
These, already amounting to more than
half the total grant (assuming the stu-
dent received the total) are to rise by
about 23% in London and 13% in ILdverpool,
Other universities are reviewing their
fees = which, of course, only cover lod-
ging and partial board for the acedemic
year of 36 weeks. These fees are at pre-
sent £5 a weck, As this is prohibitive
for many students, and as there are any-
way insufficient places, large numbers
must find their own accomodation: this
can be equally costly and often involves
serious overcrowding.

These increases will come into effect in
October '68., At that date there is also
expected an increase in grants. But this

o vlim o v R g ey e S N Ty i G Sl SRR e o R S

they have paid the extra fees, rents,
fares, food and clothing prices,the 'in.
orease' will have amounted to a cut of
something like 10s. to £1 a week as oome

pared with standards 5 or 6 years ago, |

And, of course, the wages they will get
for vacation jobs have also been cut,
frozen and package dealt under the Wil
son regime,

What this amounts to is a sudden realis-
ation by students of the world!outside',

They are getting the treatment meted out
to the workers, for whose struggles over
wages and conditions students have pre= !
viously felt little but disdain, And it °
is only by a process of breaking out of
their seclusion, only when the students |
are shaken up by what happens cutside
the universities, that they will move in
any munbers - either on university
issues or general political ones,

The vast majority of students come from m
a middle class background.When they fin- d
ish their time at university they settle @
qown into the professkons, or go dinto &
industry as managers, executives or |
technicians, Neither their background
nor their future environment is partic-
ularly noteworthy for encouraging polit~
ical consciousness or militancy, But for
a brief period at university they have
the chance of bushing back the nayryow
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" perizons induced by their seoure. PO
: :::a class position, N"'ertm;s,ma:d
gespite the EIFP].G ortunities opsn for
lwlitlcal ac‘blﬂty lots of free time
 few of the responsibilities +that make
, yorkexrs think twice before, say, travele
1ing to London for a demongtr&tion)’ in
. pormal, stable periods few students Qo
. engage in  politieal/wilitant activity,
fre vast bulk are not interested, ampy g
gupstantial number are actively right
Winge

It is usually possible, on the bagis of
~ileas, to win a few individusl students
y evey from the middle class enviroment
yand bring them into revolutionary, worke
:ipg class polities, A larger nunber of
vindividuals can be won to g soft-nentred
coenfrist kind of 'Marxdism',But, although
"the conditions described above are per-
vendnl - to date, indeed, universal -
[wly ravely are any nurbers moved to act
inthe way they have begun to in the
lagt few months, or in the way woe rather
#wivusly see them doing in other count~
ries,

U 2ppears then,that however bad condit-
‘s are within the universities, stud-
s vill generelly put up with this if
tey ave satisfied with the state of so-
fety. If they take for granted the wis-
N, morality and sanity of their
‘elders’, they are more likely to give
them the benefit of the doubt in academ=
¢ decisions, 'Elders' in this sense
Peing not g0 mich a different ideclogy
T 2 different system, but the system
<M ideclogy which they basicelly eccept
E’hut 1o not yet have to practice rigidly.
'B.DEre these are questiocned, or doubted,
¥ “Oisciously understood and opposed,
l;ne'.l ‘elders' stands for a much more
q;n"‘ls enemy than simply a short-term
8 ference 1n generations.
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tos 8 Goverment is killing millions of
V-rf‘ ' ¥omen and children (particularly
e Ytber)in Victnam is order to retain
u“,d(":upremcy of the Great Scciety =
\t'-‘ri‘ “2niot even afford to clear New
oo OF 445 plague of rats, or rzise the
Wards of its 36 million American
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HUBSEBLToihg 'on less than 17. a day,
18 'has been the most powerful factor
behind the demand for 'Student Power!,
In Japan, galloping inflation and not=
SO-galloping wages have contributed to
the students' viclent hostility to the
US aggression in Vietnam. In Germany, a
fairly severs economic recession g year
8g0 shook the trusting faith in capit=
alism which had been indoctiinated into
the ocountry's youth, After years of
quietism they began to feel the oppress—
ion of the new Emergency Laws; of the
take-over by the extrenme right-wing Axel
Springer press of half the country's
Papers; of the brutality of the police;

of the latest service to capitalism of
the Social DNemocrat Party in its present

coalition; amd of that Goverument's

sippmrt for the US in Vietnam, The viol-

enoe of the student explosion has even
swept up schoolchildren = in Freiburg

they tiied to storm the jeill (Picture

opposites Berlin students fight police,)

In Spain, students were inspired by the
Asturian miners' strikes to act on their
ovn demards - mostly for scademic
freedom = against the fascist regime,
stoging mess sit-in strikes and Aemon-
strations in University City, Madrid,

In this country the soecial-politienl
tensions and polarisations, though ine
ereasing daily, are still comparatively
mild, Even so, such things &s the Ilaws
against trade umions, cuts in ths social
services (including education of course)
rising unemployment and large-scals
technological redundancies have made
their mork on student conscicusness ang
produced the beginnings of a movement
among large numbers of students - am
opposcd to the few dindividuals, There
was the campaipgn last year against the
raising of fees for foreipgn students,and
the ISE struggle for a students voice in.
university 'politics'.These days Govern-—
ment end pro~US speakers get a  rough
ride where-ever they go. The activities
become cumidative in subsequent struggle
against the victimisation of particip=-
ants of earlier actions: which also hap-

pened in POJ.a-ndc

e —

The major campaign now :é



ooming up will be over the cuts in ths
w Grants.

1 this activity is most welcome, and
s also an indication of the state of
his society in generel, However, spect-
aculer though 1t is, studemt activity
fhas serious limitations. Basically it is
a protest movement., The class nature of
the students reasserts itself in all but
a very small handful, as the temporary
jpressures ease off,The constantly shift-
ing personnel prevent the orystalisation
fof a clezr-cut, conscious understanding
of what they are protesting against, As
it is essentially cut off from the ines-
fcapoble pressures that bear down on the

working class (even when it is the fact
of these pressures that has the
students) this kind of protest tends to
be very unstable, amd will ebb and flow
aceording to such vaporous elements as
'mood’,

The only thing that can stabilise and
harness student militancy is permanent
and close links with the working class
movement, Those individual students
who have themselves joined the working
cless struggle must work to establish
such links, Meanwhile such groupings
as the Radical Student Alliance are a
welcome, if still very feeble, step to-

wirds the cohesion and co-ordination of
the rising student militancy.

Jeckie Cleary

 (Opposite page: Above: Madrid students stone poliee, Below: Japanese students  march

against a US‘battleship at Sasebo, )
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That was THE WEEK that was !

It will not come as 2 surprise to disc-
erning readers of THB WEEK +that this
‘Journal is to cease publication on Mzrch
31st.(see statement in February 28 iss-
‘ue). The fall in political significance
and viability had become increasingly
clear over the last few months. The pau-
city of originel materiesl and the cont-
raction in the number of contributors
has been obvious over the last two years
2t least, reaching an all time low in
recent months,The political significance
of this decline now becomes obvious.

It is worth =nalysing the statement made
on February 9th because it contrins some
contradictions and confused thinking,
and these are indicative of the basic
confusion of THE WEEK.Firstly the state-
Tient says -

"It has been felt that the
°riginal cim of the journzl, that of be-
SOming the expression of an orgamsed
left inside the Labour Party and treode

h—

wnions, is unlikely to be achieved in
the near future. The main reason being
thet the mess left wing opposition to
right wing policies of the Lebour lend-
ers = which we 21l expected in 1964 ...,
has not materislised,™ At the bottom of
the same page wve find -

"We still feel
that there is a need for =a substantial
printed weekly to act as an Organiser
for the lefte...”

What are we to make of these two items?
On the one hani there is the fact that
defeat is conceeded, but this is appar=
ently blemed on 'objective! circumstana-
ese T uestion which should be osed
here is, if THE WEEK set cut +to Crzenise
whe 1eft, how much of the blame can  be
adporiioned to its role for this foil-
urc? But this question is avoided, Clear-
ly there is no sense of a dialectical
relavionship between the ‘orgrniser! ang
those to be 'orgrnised', The frilure to




As the list of this rotten Government's crimes grows longer,

No, 2l will be out in April,

-

Labour Racialists

the awfull stench of

Wilsonism becomes ever more putrid, To the elready formidable list it has now added

a piece of the most blatant and frank racialist legislation this eountry has known,
Not racialism in a distant colony, or 'decently' (if transparently) df'essed up as in
the past = but the most uninhibited exhibition possible, The pOJitlc§ of the crank
right wing groups and of such Tories as Powell and the sometime pro-Nazi Sandys were
taken up and rushed through Parliament by Callaghan with the full bac%clng of the
cabinet. As usual, there was only a token backbench opposition from a tiny handful,

This was panic legislation in servile and automatic response to the wide-spread.zi'!.am
which the Tory right fringe and the hyena press had whipped up. The Kenya Asians
had been given the option of British citizenship in order to smooth the reorganisat-
ion of the old Empire in Bast Africa, On trying to use it they now find the door to
the "motherland" locked and barred against them, The Tories made the promises =
and Labour, under pressure of the very same Tories, has disgraced itself in breaking
them: disgreced itself even by their standerds, let alone the traditions and princ=
iples of the working class movement,

Even the less rabid and less debased section of the ruling class demurred and looked
away in embarrassment as Wilson-Callaghan, with exquisite crudity, embraced the rac—
ialism of an Ian Smith or a Peter Griffiths., In fact, they have merely taken their
cue from such 'pioneers', Griffiths' shock victory over Gordon Walker at Smethwick
in the '64 election followed a viciously racialist campeign. And not many moons
passed between Wilson's first reaction =~ the proverbial tribute of vice to wvirtue
in the "Parliamentary leper" incident - and the racizlist White Paper on Imm grat-
ion, This proved to be only the first of a whole series of Acts and actions in the
Griffiths style. Back in 1962 the Labour leaders promised to repeal the Tories!
Immdgration Bill, Now they are falling over themselves plugging up the loopholes and
stiffening the penalties. This Government is so reactionary that Iain Macleod and
the archbishop of Canterbury must seem enlightened by contrast.

The Government's motive was to gain a cheap popularity amongst the more backward
sections of the electorate; THERE IS NO OTHER EXPLANATION FOR THEIR ACTIONS. The
official explanation was the usual one - ‘insbility to cope with' the supposed
problems of an increase in the coloured population, A4lways a shallow evasion of the
real issues, in this case it has many times less 'justification' than usual, even by
the standards accepted by the Government. Sociologists amd other experts testified
that this particular group of immigrants would prove very easy to assimilate. They
said that 25,000 a year of these skilled, educated, English-speaking middle class
fxsians could easily have been sbsorbed, But "Socizlist" Callaghan didn't want them,
fe set a quota of 1,500 p.a., and at first resisted even the demand for an appeals




hollow bour
mechanism! There could be no pretenses: the issue was COLOUR. The

law was
fiction of citizens' equality before the .
by the Govermnment's open declaration that not e11 citizens
that brown skin is a decided dis-wynalisels

are quite se equal =~ apj

The treatment of the Kenya hsians was not just o passive reﬂ::tfiont Eé‘ntgg :Zgi:lﬁ}:m
whipped up by the press and the Right Tories, It is the sgnc : :Z s o a;ialm
as official government policy - and thereforc the nurturlr'lg.o LA i?' 8 tr o
ist poison directed ageinst the immigrant workcrs clready living in this country,

The 'problems' associated with immigration = primerily houses and jobs shortages -
are problems of capitalism and its inability to organise'life decently and securely,
The Government, serving capitalism, victimises coloured immi grants as eaﬂy'»‘-fCaP?g?&t'B
for its own failure to solve any of the problems of copitalism, Galleghan 'justified

himself in terms of the need to ensure "Fairness to the people of this country"!! The
'fairness' of wage cuts, wege freeze, unemployment and 'consumption-cutting' prioce
rises? The 'fairness' of legislation against the trade unions in order to enforce all
this? The 'fairness' of cuts in spending on housing, health services and education?
The 'fairness' that means finally turning the Lobour Party into a racialist Party?

The Government's motive is to distract attention from its and the system's sory
failures. The effect is to create and widen divisions in the working class by inject-
ing racialist poison to do its work in conjunction with the social pressures of the
system (without which it couldn't exist at all)s Objectively this can only enfeeble
the working class in the struggle against the Government attacks on our standards,
Either way the Govermment benefits - and we lose, Racialism is nothing other than -

a virulect cancer cell in the labour movement, In certain conditions it ¢ d destro
1t altogether by turning it against itself, ) oul d

For its own defence - if for no other
reason - the lsbour movement must rep-
udiate this racialism ang denounce its
1')erpetmt0rs: the Goverrment, the Judas-
lef!:' in the Cabinet, the MPg who voted
for it - amd thoge who hadn't the guts
to stand wp ang fight it, Socialists in
the F-abour farty must agitate and organ-
15€ in opposition 4o this latest demon-
:::trz_xtlon of the deep capitalist decad-
;20\‘ E’f z:flle Labour leaders, The first
tep % cansing the atmogyp be
t“i‘.l‘eP?al of all the raci;rllf:: mil:rzlg"
ration Acts,

+ Of the Labour
utilising e
cxpook 1o sock® MOTIAE clase, o canmor
italist st.zok to the °rgans of the cap—
tially in t1e Lo abolish what ig essen-
i hey h 4ifter all, it

‘ Jemes Callaghan,s, . v© 1ocked wp - not

AN, ..,
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At Easter 1958 5,000 people participated
in the first Aldermaston march., Some had
long hair, some had beards - and the
newspapers could afford to ridicule the
affair,By Easter 1960 there were 100,000
people, and the ridicule began to sourd
a bit like hollow laughter. Easter 1961
saw 150,000 in Trafalgar Square - the
biggest demonstration since Chartist
times. But today the forces that CND can
mobilise are only a fraction of its peak
performance. Because of the ever-present
muclear sword of Damocles, CND has sur~-
vived. Yet, though the nuclear peril is
heightened in the present international
situation, CND is nearer to its 1958
strength than the veak of '6l.

The fact is that even at its peak CND
was not very effective, appearances not-
withstanding. In its upward curve it

captured the Lebour Party Conference in
a Pyrrhic victory at Scarborough in 1960.
It lost it at Blackpool in 196l. This

Labour Party experience was crucial for
CND, posing as it did the questions:

effective opposition or mere protest?

Advance or decline?

Unilateralism raised fundamental 1issues
because maintenance of the arms industry
amd the 3d:=fence of capitalism gre fund-
amental. Nuclear weapons were and are
tied to capitalist society by more than
can be changed in a conference vote on
unileteralism. And this is no accident:
the drive of capitalism towards war, to-
wards conguest of territory or spheres
of interest (exemplified today by the
war of annihilation being waged egainst
Vietnam) is built into the economy. Imp-
erialism is driven towards defence of
its comtrol over what is left to it of
the world, on pain of economic slump and
suffocation on its home base. Even ¥
British capitalism were now to abandon
the Bomb and bank on US bombs,this would
still be true. It is going to be true on
a world scale until we disarm capitalism
not only of its bombs but down to its
last policeman,

Only the fundamentel enemy of capitalism

e

- the working class =- ¢ i
this, because only the wor&ing class can
today totelly take over anmd re-mould so=-

cietye Therefore an effective peace
movement, taking itself seriously, must
turn towards the working class., It must

clso see and propagate the connection
between nuclear weapons and capitalism,
between the wage freeze and war and bet-
ween the struggle for socialism and the
battle against barbarisme

CMD casuelly - too casually - "taking!
the Lebour Party, was unprepared for
such an underteking: it d4id not even see
that it was objectively challenging cap-
italist 3001ety in its entirety. DNor
thet it was doing so with the loOsest
possible organmisation,behind profession-
ally week 'champions' like Foot.

Unilaterslism, running fundamentally ag-
ainst the interests of the British rul-
ing class as it saw them at the time,
was t00 seriocus a breach in the bipart-
isan foreign policy front to establish
itself in the Labour Party without a
deep struggle - one that went deeper
and broader than just one issue. The
opposition to unilateralism was organ-
ically connected with the safety of +the
copitelist system: it was not to be van-
quished by a loose coalition based only
on that one issue. And, faced with the
entronched resistance of the agents of
capitalism in the Labour Party, the uni-
lnteralist vote was reversed in 1961,

Rebuffed in the lebour Party (the trend
was obvious by early '6l) the unilater—
«1list movement ran for cover down a
blind elley - the civil dJdiscbedience
campaign of the Committee of 100, This
too was based on underestimation of what
wos at stoake for capitalism, and of the
power of the State. In defence of capit-
alism the State can stand up to a gener-
al strike where millions ere far from
essive, How ludicrous to imeagine that
even millions sitting passively in the
road could affect policy on this wvital
question, The sit-downs, once the eu-
ohoria was gome gand it was gone soon
(Continued on  p,22))
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1 NOVOtny.

* See article in WORKERS' FIGHT No,2 - "Ripening seeds of a New October"
i i .

CZECHOSLOVAKIA' 1

A =CULTURAL REVDLUTION™ 7 o

The unique liberalisation of the frozen regime in CzechOSlovalaTa :ntz.i;l;e e:hgzii::ro&
the border in Poland inevitably recall the events of 1956. hhaCP“U ;nd sorid L
wmbaMemhémg'M@mngmmtm2%m0@g%sﬁtglﬂhmem'm
with the workers' uprising in Posnan and the formation of the olis i 1}1&1@
ils, rapidly led to the Hungarian Revolution: a spontaneous r_islngA 0 . ;heWOP !
class to take power from the bureaucratic regime and the Russlan AITys the 1.8138.!'}
which ignited Hungary was not only the mass action in Poland, but also imite
liberalisation there: a liberalisation from above which allowed the ‘E)ureaucracy, le
by Gomulka, to ride the tiger of the proletarian revolt without being gobbled
Those who took to the streets of Budapest initially in solidarity with the Poles, soo
found themselves travelling much further and faster than the people they sei.: out
emulate. Here the bureaucrats needed Russian tanks to reassert their damination,

Today the reforms in Czechoslovakia are beginning to look like having as disturbin

g an effect as had the Polish thaw 11 years ago.

it the beginning of January Antonin Novotny, last cxcept Hoxha of the old-style tp
stalinist party bosses, was removed as First Sccretary of the Czech CP., He retaing
ithe post of President of the Republic., Clearly this was becuuse of the delicate bal
jance of forces within the Central Committee, where his opponents only have a smal
majority, rather than any excess of liberalism on the part of the reformist faction o
Dubcek. The reformists' victory was far from assured, During the struggle in the C.C
an attempt was made by General Sejna to bring the army into the balance in support o

Now Sejna's defection to the USA (where all the good stalinists seem to hea
these days!) has further discredited and weakened the Novotnyites.

The strong and continuing resistance to the long overdue unfreezing of the political
regime has led the reformist faction to accelerate repidly the speed of the reforms,
The effect has been an explosion of liberalism all the greater for the fact that it
follows a regime which has long lagged behind the political innovations of the other

| BEast Buropean bureaucracies,

In practice censorship has ended and there is freedom of expression. The Writers'

Union, deprived of its too critical paper only last Autumn, ¥ has had its right ¢
A publish restored. There has been a purge of the top Novotnyite hatchetmen, including -
qohe Chief of the Secret Police and the Minister of the Interior. A tigal wave of crit- .
adcism threatens to wash away the abuses of the system, Nothing is sacred any more, am
riticism is encouraged by the reformist faction, The government is criticised, the ‘
Party is criticised, the leadership is criticised, Novotny is openly attacked and i
turn has gone to the factories agitating to the workers ageinst the new "intclloote

vals'" regime. He is replied to - but not as yet interfered with, .

SPLIT

And this is obviously a major key to the situation: the split ang G £ twe l
bureaucratic factions, In this there is a certain analoggf with Ch:o.pnzn .S-tn;ﬁ%;e gn &
immensely higher level of development and culture » and with immensely more Pavoursble




poesibilities for the working class to go over the head of both b ’
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nd take direct oontrol of society, Apparently ofter J
entertained hopes ?f & comeback, wusing his entrenched
suspicion and diffident reserve on the

ureaucratic factions
anuary Novotny still seriously

supporters, and banking on
. d ¢ ; part of the working class in face of
economic policies. The conservatives have thus pushed their opponents ﬁlrthzse tﬁ;.:

they would otherwise have gone in relaxing bureaucratic control - and no doubt fur-
ther than the whole rullng caste can zllow to continue as & permanent arrangement, In
turn if there emerged an immediate possibility of the working class, as yet aloof, dn-
tervening W-Lth_ShaI‘P anti-bureaucratic demands (as opposed to crit{cising aspect; of
past bureaucratic rule) the interaction could go the other way and strengthen the con-
servetives in & comeback bid. This has been the immediate effect of the Czech events
@ Poland, where exploitation of anti-semitism by the regime is only one of the old
ard supposedly dead stalinist manipuletion techniques to crawl out of the woodworke

What are the driving forces making for this

. unprecedentedly thorough reform from
above? What is the background?

What are the perspectives?

MASS BASIS

Except for Bast Germany, Czechoslovalda is the most ndvanced of all the so-eslled
sattelite countries. It had an esteblished industry in the nineteenth century and even
before World War Two Czech industry and construction nccounted for a big majority of
the labour force. It was a modern industrinlised country, with bourgeois democracy and
z well-established, militant labour movement, It was therefore radically different
fro© <11 the other, predominantly backwerd and -grarian, sattelite countries. It had
a very strong Communist Party, which already in 1938 had 80,000 members (out of a tot-
el 7 pulation of 14 million), The deep mass roots of the CCP is a major factor in the
pricent situation, lending 2 coertain stabilit; and o genuine, if highly distorted,
cor.. ~ist tredition to look back to in the curmont reorgenisationse

|
sad| 1t wes o mass Party, with communist aspirations, enrolling the most militant workers

and supported finally by the majority of the working class. But it was by no means a
heelthy party. How decply it was poisoned by Stalinismis GRAN by dits oMBwEESre
persecution of the Sudeten Germans and the Hungarian minority in the country. Before

o the Var a sizeable proportion of the Party menbership had been German, but now all

class criteria were forgotten. During the war-time jUHkEtings(;eit pecame @ sterm 4
Veeute of total expulsion from Czechoslovekia of the Sudeten GErmanSe

ifter 1945 the 2L million remaining Sudetens (the Nazi ones had ﬂusgzcwiz;ﬁifgzzi
they had to wear specicl armbends; they weren't cllowed £9 HSP g ived under the
they were officially alloceted the same rabidns a9 than?:ISn ilt?ne:ec;inally they were
Nazis; they were conscripted for forced lebour 1R ‘GI:IC‘: uranl hstic'ﬂciousness.v From
“xpelled, The C,2. was actively responsiblc.fﬂr s mmo}%ien old members could not
LL5-50 Germans (except exiles) could not join th? Femt imilarly treated: 650,000
*2join, The Hungarians - elso 'enemy natiomls' = WIS 7

o | 19t that the CCP could have made ® revolutio

= s - 2 l do
ere dCPriVC'd of CitiZf)nShiP and 100,000 wers Slmbly eprl €

' Leista srticularly in Sloveida) had
' Nuring the VWar the Party, octive in the rosistance, (P

i Red Army. In the 1946 el-
;‘E'Lined cnormously, aided by the prestigt? of’ Rufizabﬁez:eparty. B i o Tiktle
P ovons it got 38% of the votes, emerZis ‘.‘Snuin itsﬁown right after 19,5, Of course

) = C a }o i € i Stalin' S
0] ; the French [talilian and other P rties, did no such thing, ac ccptlng 0

‘ . : ‘ o : t o | : : ; vV ‘ :E .I I ] i used Wi th SOZIle left SOCIL

g ’ ‘ y of l; vi ll. i “;b cap i i. SIn. The SlO ak 914-5 _1‘
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dem olutionary take-over: 1t was stopped by Soviet
“Hocrats, nnd was 2ll set tO lead & T
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i io nold it
o into Slovalkia especially to 1 N .
et iy, B ani with control of key ministries such ag

b&cko

Led by Clement Gottwald in the Government, ions of the state re-established after 45,

the Interior, and the colice (ie of key sections © ) the 2Carty begen to entrench  ite
in a twisted and buresucratic version of ducl poveEr whe ofi, 148 borders, &P 6 nass
self. It hed patronage, growing power, the Russian A{inyt Congress in 1946 reported
base. It grew phenomenally in this situation, ’I‘h;: 8’_ch rar fgcnbegs e one inlthree
1,159,164 menbers. By November 1948 therc were 25 million . to the deepening chill of
of all Czech adults! Of all the open tokeovers (1? res?O{ISO; thcvso-called "oonp" in
the Cold War) by the Exst Eurcpcan CPs in the '47-'48 period, lution, but onc distor-
Czechoslovakia was the least like a coup. It was o popx.jlar _rf’i’? Pst ir’lfluence and b

ted and corrupted at its inception by the direct Russian Stoalimi Y

the burecaucratised stalinist nature of the mass porty itsclf.

STALINIST STRAIT-J..CKET

After Februsry '48 the Czechs entered the Stalinist stralt-gacl'cct in ;.Jl'nis;:.s;‘as ;n
#ll the East Eurcpean countries there was o purge of thc.dartyzln 1952 Rudolp : € anisky
was deposed, tried and hanged tomether with a dozen of his support)ers, f'.s a 11!:0151:.
Party membership was somewhat reduced, but even so the C.:&r:ch Ci rex.xmn? unlque.;L'y
large. In 1960 it was 12% of the population, as comparcd with the Russian Varty at 4,

In 1945, the retreating Germans abandoned - with little wor damagc-: - .the Czech
preperty they had confiscated: it amounted to § of nll industry. The first independent
Gov..omment, faced with chaos, nitionalised this property - and carried out same land
rcform. After 1948 notionnlisation was extended to cover most of the rest of industry,
The cconomy was orgamsed after the Russian model - with rigid buresucratic control
from above of almost cvery detcil. The workers were rigidly controlled and suppressed
(thonsh they still had the highest living standands of nll the stalinist states, inc-
lwi*ng Russia)e. There were thc forced labour cepse The planning was divoreced from the
wor.icrs, utterly infle:dible and undemocratic, with emphesis arbitrarily on heavy ind-
ustry. Nonetheless, the economy, teking off from o very high bree, made scrious
progress.Between 1948 and '61 Natiomrl Income rose by 167%; industrial output by 105%;
construction by 354; form output by only 106 .nd ersonal consumption by 1077,

sTine!

In 1961 Netionnl Income rose by 7%, a slight dror but still respecteble, Then in 1962,

when it came to totting up th- fijures, it was found that HNational Income had risen by
only 0.5/t For the next two yeurs the slump continued to keep the economy stagnant.
The fijures tell the story: 1949 to 196N Gross Product and National Income rose resp-
cctively by 8.6% and 8.2% p.a. From 1961 to 1964 the figures were 3.37% and 1.6/ peae

The Stalinist cc?rzoxnic dead end illustrated in these fijgures, and the attempt of the
burcaucrats to find a way out of 1t - while avoiding the only real soiution- direct
workers' control, management ang Planning of the eceoncmy = is the basic dri\d.. foree
which has genersted the present situation, It reflects the economi c 2 nfn the
bureaucracy for innovation, and the counter pressure of & rigid mﬂpr;ririt)l’lb‘ile old-

stalinist regime which had remaineq Pretty well i o .
ions) by the events of 'S56 and after, Y B turbed (apart from mLnor: concess=

What had happened was this: up to 1961 the econo § '
the nationalised and planned structure imposeq af“lél‘zrhfflld‘_gergzcﬁsg zgizrtzgx: 3@3&252 tﬁ:
. xd ¢ esp
Physical resources, rav
fomy were exhausted, The possibilities

burenucratic waste and bungling of the regime, B
2 btz o ut b
materials and labour power available to the eco 5 1961 thie

TN & o w

P

ic



of crude physical expansion on the given
level of efficiency and labour product- /
jvity had been used up.No more resources
could be drawn into production., There
was an acute shortage of labour. Incap-
acities of essential industries like
steel were felt throughout the economy,
It became clear bhat production could
only continue to expand on the basis of
e better use of existing resources to
increase productivity, and of a more ef-
ficient division of labour, internally
and externally., The insbility of the
stalinist bureaucrats to really plan and
integrate the economies of the various
countries they duminate was felt most
acutely by highly industrialised Czecho-
slovakia, dependent as it is on effect-
ive internntional division of labour.
Moreover, as a result of the waste and
irrational patterns imposed on the econ=
omy by stalinism, industrial equipment
fell behind, leading to further problems
for a country base@& on export of machin-
ery and import of raw materials,

A more intensive use of resources was
vitally necessary: but the typical old-
fashioned Stalinist orgamisation of ind-
ustry (with its massive dead weight of
non-preductive bureaucracy, its clumsy
bureaucratic planning, its stultified
and inaccurate pricing and acoounting,
and with the workers alienated and their
initiative stifled) was not suitable for hhe:serobat. TS sl SO
this., For example, the personnel of a

typical factory, a small clothing

factory in the town of Banska Bystrica, was devloyed as follows: 270 production work-
ers; 6 directors, 14 security officers and time checkers, 49 accountants and clerks,
7 planning officials, 9 statisticians and 21 social workers and educctional and polit-
ical personnel. (FIN:NCLAL TIMES, 26.7.63). No wonder there was a lebour shortage!

By 1962 the 3rd. 5 year plan had had to be abandoned. The old type of bureaucratic
planning was at a dead end. The period since hes been one of attempting to break out
of the cul-de-sace The crisis was an intimation that the buresucratic strait-jacket
had become ap gbsolute brake on economic development. The bureaucracy had two altern—
atives, It could sit tight and wait for an explosion from belows Or it could attenmpt
to find differcnt methods, to adapt itself while retaining physical and manipulative
control, as well as the privileges deriving from this control,

'SOCTALIST MARKET ECONQMY'

The course the burceucracy chose was a version of 'libermanism' - a limited restor-
ation internally of the free play of the market and a loosening of central bureaucrat-
ic planning in favour of' a certain autonomy for local bureaucrats. After o slow begin-
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ning in 1963, by early '65 4O of the factories werodput xgﬁgr;Egislgi:aregaﬁﬁ.tggt::-
rises - ie looal bureaucrats = were free to produce e =
zurns, assuming sales, they peid taxes and paid the state for.factory 'c§p1tal', and
from the remainder paid wages (zbove a minimm) and salgiles 10 gﬁhﬁ;gkowgéggﬁ Ny
which could rise steeply according to returns. They could also plou pts
into the enterprise,

The economy began to improve, In the middle of 1966, after a con?llc? 1? the Ceftgal
Committze, it was decided to put the whole economy on the “ew.baSIS =2 catuary 9,7'
The bureaucracy broke with central plamning of the old sort in favour of something
called a "socialist market economy". Ownership was to remain public., So was broad
general comtrol in the form of five and ten year plans., Basic wage rates WOUld Coﬁtlé'
uc to be fixed, and big investment decisions would continue to be centralised. Within
this framework there would be free play of the market cconomys. Thus ?hu extFe@es of
the economic pressure forced Czechoslovekia, so stognant amd COHS?TV&thB politically,
to become an economic innovitor sccond in daring only to Jugoslavia.

The contradictions in this new "market sociclism" nre pretty clear, The new method hgs
been praised in the west for its flexibility, and its wide application is urged. It is
more 'sophisticated' than the crude burerucrctic uimse of old, Naturally the bourgeois
economists fecl reassured aml flattered abou: their own system,

But socialists have always pointed to the dirrationality and tremendous waste of the
capitalist market cconomy, Some of these ill effects of the law of blind averages, the
crude fluctuations and short-term profit chasing, are bourd also to appear even within
the structural planning envisaged by the burecaucrocy. Some factories will get richer;
some will be squeezed out, creating unemployment - or, as it is called there as well
as here, "redeployment". There will be th: waste of overproduction in some fi.lds,
shortages in others. There will be a growth in cconomic privileges for the managing

bureaucracy - and much else., What is being done in Czechoslovakia is to substitute
one wasteful method for another,

The differences are marginel at best: the results so
far, scen in the 1967 figures, have been much less rosy than expected.

SOCIALISM OR BUREAUCR.CY %

Socialism demands detailed planning 2nd conscious control,
Czcchoslovakia is, materislly, one of the workers' states most suited to this advanced
planming, But who plans? That is the key. Burcaucratic planning of every detail from
on high has always proved wasteful and ineffiocient. The irremovable, uncontrollable
bureaucracy, living on the backs of the workers, canaot plan rationally, When they at=-
tempt it they are like a blind man in the dark threading a humdred needles simultan-
cously. Hense the bungling and the waste, despite the advantages of nationalisation
(demonstrated so grephically in  the growth of the 1950s). Hense the blind alleys of
the last few years,

It is a great irony that

Buk: “here iy another.type et planning - planning by a free working class in full de-
mocratic control of its own life, It ig impossible to achieve full detailed control of
2 modern economy and plan.eff101ently unless the planning is donc by those most intim-
ately involved in production. That is socialist plannming, But this sort of planning
will of course be won by the climination of the bureaucr . . Eo 4
Political Revolution. acy by the working class in

Significantly, the bureaucrats chose t

he roed of limited ma
even the hint of working class democrac

rket freedom rather than
Ye The burcaucracy

Opts for a capitalist-style




rationalisation rather than proleterian socialism, iz turally! Leon Trotsky rvemarked on
the dusl nature of the bureaucrat in a workers' state where the bureaucracy has us-
urped powere Thelr position rests on the nationslised economy and is inseparable from
it. But they yearn for ownership to stezbilise their privileged position. The new re-
forrw, while hoping to protect them from the workers, gives the best of both worlds to
' the bureaucrats, It is a bureaucratic millenium cf incressed freedom for individual
burerucrats:  'autonomy' within the nationslised economy. Empirically they have found
en 'alternative' to their old blind alley, eimed at preserving and even enhancing
their own status while freeing the blocked pores of the economy and society.

TENSIONS

However, the old habits of the apparachnild persisted even while implementing the new
economics, A liberalisation of the social-political set-up was urgently demanded to
make the looser economy function, Throughout 1967 the conflict between the Novotny re-=
gime and the needs of the innovated cconomy made itself felt in growing tension and
economic confusion, The students and intellectuals were the spearhead of the discon-
tent. They faced suspensions,had publicetions banned and fought battles in the streets
egainst the Police, Finally in Jamary this year "a muber of pressures that had been
building up for a long time suddenly oreated a sort of opposition coalition in the
Central Committece. There were the reforming econondsts, dismayed that the introduction
of market principles and other changes agreed in 1966 had been reduced to ochaos by
helf-measures and political interference. There were the writers who were formed into
an unexpectedly solid front by clumsy attemts to ourb them. Student demonstrators hed
made it impossible to ijgnore the alienation of youthe s4nd then came the grievances of
Slovakia, put forward by Mr. Dubcek, which were a catalyst." Also there were old
Party people, from pre-war, who had not forgotten socialism, and were becoming more
active... (TIMES 11.3.68). So Novotny was out, Today the struggle is about whether
he stays out. Tomorrow it may be about whether all the bureaucratic factions get
thrown out,

'HUNDRED FLOWERS' ?

In the past there have been brief liberalisations in deformed workers' states - the
Chinese Hundred Flowers period of '57 for exwnple, Each time the apparatus has re-
asserted itself wery quickly. 4As in Hungary 1956, sitempts to do so can lead to expl-
Osions and to the movement passing over the h-ads of the bureaucrats. There is as yet
no sign of yhis in Czechoslovalda, Newspaper correspondents depict Czech workers eag-
erly watching the debates on television rather than toking to the streets. But ewvents
in Czechoslovakia have already called forth echoes in roland: students, shouting "Long
live Czechoslovekia", have demonstrated for more freedom. They leave no doubt what
sort of freedom they mean by singing the Internstionale in the streets,

PRCSPECTS

It seems certain that there will have to be some attempt at a clamp down once the re-
formists have consclidated themselves. The bureaucracy cannot allow full freedom of
discussion for long. It would inevitably lead to a growing consciousness by the work-
ers of their historiec opposition to bureaucratic interests, followed by attempts to do
something about it. The economic oppression vhich lent so much explosiveness to the
* 1956 situation is not quite so intense, But even so the bureaucrats know that only
through confusion and in the dark can they survive., Democracy would rapidly lead to a
glant growth in real socialist conscicusness amongst the workers and to a movement to
cust the burecaucracy for goods The emergence of o genuinely revolutionary workers!
Party to lead and orgenise the fight against the buresucracy would be inevitable,
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Though a clamping down is very likely in Czechoslownldo,

economic shake-up makes the

have the stage at the moment are cbviously stiivine .
There are alrealy woiciings about not being toC Sed mbogk
But the bureaucratic faction fight, with its chor ce and counter=-charges hurled about,
end its demagogic appecls to the proleterians,
Likewise when the reformists agitate
sey that they have well paid jobs .
They, as a burenucratic faction, 10 not question the system oi'
this sort of talk is bound to bring the very system into question,

workers would intervene.

situation unprecclcnteds

epainst ti
anl privileres for

the recent and
Many of the intellectuals
to prevent a situation where

continuing
vho
the
'element:lt,

vill help to rouse and involve them,
conservetives before workers,
which they are not

they
qualiticds

workers, not the bureaucrats, who question burcoucracy as such.

privileges as suchs But
and it will be the

Meenwhile, the political reforms now proposel nre an exact parallel to the economic

reforms of the last few years.

not of workers' councils,
No =

This new stape of stelinism is one frought with

ing to modify their system
between the various states

of all the burezucrats,

Alongside the reversion to the market economy rather
than forward to socirlist workers' control, we see the reforming bureaucrats

. . . ]
these bureaucrats are not about t0 usher in socinlism on a leashs

talking,
but of increasing the functions of the National Assembly,
peril for the ruling caste. attempt-

they hope to¢ avoid a repeat of 1956,
has alrealy lel to upsets in foland,

But
The
thing about the reforms in Czechoslowmlda anl the echoes in roland is
the very conditions where the working class can best prepare itself for the

conservatives andl refomists, Stalinism in this new

the unevenness
really exciting
that these eare
overthrow
stage

is compelled to crente scme of the conlitions for its own lestruction. 4 split bureaa-

cracy is feeling its wey forward politically and economically,

Even given all

its

powers of orpression (only temporarily 'withiravn') and of mamipulation (somewhat im-
paired by the bureauc atic split but nonetheless intact) the situation is bound to be
full of the dangers of an independent proletarian intervention to settle. actounts with §

211 the buresucratse.

This, the folitical Revolution to achieve politicel anl econcmic proletarian
in any of the workers' states,

izlism since 1917.

¥

and also the 'backward!

countries,

democracy *

will be the key to the greatest advances in world soc—
It will have & tremenlous effect on both the advanced
countries, the other workers' states,

capitulist
It may be a

lct nearer then we think, Reform from above will help

generate revolution from below,

{ L continued Irom p.l>))

enough) only added to the feeling of
helplessness aflicting the unilateralist
movement., Thc curve dipped downwards.

The Cuba crisis of
still more, And the DNuclezr Test Ban
Treaty, plugged and supported by such
tanilateralists'-come~lately as the Com-—
munis® Party, was the finishing touch,
Since then the movement has vegetated at
a low level. There are still many hund-
reds active in CND, And they must learn
the lessons if they want to fight for an
end to the nuclear danger:

'62 Adeepened this

#That Capitalism and wer are insepareble,

#That to attempt to fight the effect and

leave the cause is futile and self-
defecting,

#That only the workers' movement can
fight capitelism.

#Thot an effective Peace movement must _ .

turn to the organised lobour movement at
o renk and file level, linking up the
stn_zgg;l.c against war with the struggle
2goainst crnitelism,

#Thot the immediate expression of this
unity is the struggle of the NIF in Viet
Nems The Pecce movement must come out in
active solidarity with those, the NIF,
who arc fighting the H Bomb system, and

whosc victory is the only road to peace,
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