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Although the "socialist”-feminists, who constitute

.most of what remains of the women's liberation move--

ment’today, cannot bring themselves to support the.
elementary Leninist concept of a vanguard party to lead
an international proletarian revolution, they have found
less. difficulty in flaunting their "socialism" by sup-

porting Maoism~generally unserious or "marsh-.

mallow” Maoism. But recently some of the "harder”
Maoist groupings are finding it easier to make or-
ganizational - gains among feminists -as well. Most
successful of all is the right-Maojst October League
(OL), which has shown the greatest capacity for op-

portunist adaptation, a capacity which has assisted it
in outstripping the equally right-wing but somewhat .

less flexible Revolutionary Union (RU) inthisarena,’

" What is the. appeal of Maoism for fenum'st$?
Above all, it reflects the continuation of a current'in

the New Left from which the radical women's liber-"

ation movement emerged, a current of liberalism and
, ideahsm which sought to effect soc1al changeé not

through class struggle but through moral persuasion. -

Thus, the RYM faction of SDS, from which both the OL
and the RU are descended, appealed to whited to give
up their "white skin prwxlege and to men to give up
male supremacy Correct consciousness, accordmg to
this view, was sufficient to end the historic sexual and
racial d1v1smns iostered by capitalism within the work-
ing class.

New Left Ma01sm imtxally featured a "Third World-

ist" outlook, which downplayed the role of the working
class and looked instead to various oppressed groups
such as the peasantry of unden‘ieveloped' countries as
the key to revolutionary leadership. While Maoism
continues-to reject the centrality. of the working class

to this day, workerism—the glorification of existing.

working-class consciousness—is becoming increas-
ingly: popular, and the more farsighted of the Mao;st
organizations have been quick to discern this trend
and adapt to it. Thus the "socialist"-feminists, ‘who
are only now turning. to workerism in large

numbers, can look for leadership to the OL

~and the RU which made this turn eariier.

Reinforcing the new popularity of Maoism among
femimsts is also the appeal of Chma' itself, where

women who were surely among the most oppressed on,
earth ‘have been afforded many new opportumtles as a

result of socxa.l revolution.

‘ But despite this attempt at peaceful coexistence be-z-'

tween Maoists and feminists, there are serious un-
“resolved _differences between them. That these dif-
ferences 'have -often remained’ suppressed is due
largely to the dishonest approach of the Maoists, who
take -pains to conceal their politics. The most out-
standing of these differences centers on the question
of the family, a questionon which Maoists hold a po-

‘ Peasant meal, Today, as in pre-revolutionary times

_WOMEN AND REVOLUTION

the family is centrul to Chinese society.

sition which is at odds both with feminisin and with

socxahsm. .
Maousts Defend the Family

While most femmlsts recogmze that the famxly-

which isolates women from society and. confines them '

to a lifetimes of what Lenin described as "the most

_ stult1fy1ng, the most difficulf work which women could

do....utterly 1nconsequent1al containing no elements
that can aid in women's development™—is the princi-
pal institution for the oppression of womeén, Maoists

- of -all tendencies defend the family as "the fighting unit

for socialism.” This reactionary position, which orig-

“inated with Stalin, has nothing whatsoever in common o

with Marxism-Leninism, which seeks to free women
from the endless drudgery and isolation imposed upon
them by the family Structure by creating alternative.
institutions which would perform collectively the work
now performed privately by women in the~fam11y

 'Despite their supposedly sharp differerces’ ‘on the
woman question, both the OL and the RU engage in the

. glorification of the bourgeois family unit. The OL as~
" serts that "for the working class and other progres- -

sive forces in.society today, children are-not a
'burden' ved" The RU concurs and adds that in spite

of all its admlttedly negative features, the nuclear..

famxly should not be critized because:

", ..for many working people, the family provtdes one

Tl of life's few bright spots. Desp1te the many dxﬁ‘icultxes

’
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of raising children under capitalism; including finan-
cial hardships and real fears.for their health and

‘safety, .the proletariat loves its children and’ does all.

it can-to enable them to ‘have.abetter life than 1 did.'"
. . —Revolution, March 1974

These sentimental portraits are clearly at variance, .
with ‘the. reality of most family relationships in cap- -
ftalist society where, as the Russian Bolshevik Par- -

ty correctly pomted out, "it.is the street which brings
up “the. children of the proletariat b Furthermore, the
focus on. "my": children and "my" children's future
which the RU applauds, denotes not class conscious-

‘ness but a proprietary relationship which is a barrier
. to class consciousness. It is precisely this. exclusxve
concern with. protectmg the interests.of one's own, .

1mmed1ate family which persuades workers to avoid
the. risks of class struggle anid. which makes. house-

. wives espec1ally vulnerable to reactionary ideologies. -

Marx and Engels had ‘harsh words'for those who

} peddled 'bourgeoxs claptrap about the family, and ed-
" ucation, aboutthe hallowed co-relation of parent -and-
._child,* and the ‘Soviet Republic under Lenin struggled
-to expand the very definition of the word "family to
‘embrace the whole of soclety so that one, would: speak
.no’ longer .of "my children or "your® children,; but-
~only of "our" ichildren—all the children of the work-
ers. state. As Bolshevik Commis sar, Alexandra '
Kollontai wrote: ‘
' " “The narrow and exclusive affection of the mother for.

her own children must ‘expand until it embraces all
" the children of ‘the great proletarian family. ln place
_of the mdissoluble marriage based-on the servitude
of women, we’ shall see.the rise of the free union,

\" fortified by the love and the mutual respect of the two

- ‘members of the Workers' State, equal in their rights
-~ and in their obligations, In place of the individual

and. egotistic family, there will arise a great univer-

sal family of workers, in whick all the workers, men

and women, will be, above.all, workers, comrades.
_ Such will be -the relation’ between men and women in
_ »the communist society of tomorrow." )

* =-Alexandra. Kollontai "Communism and ’

the Family

'l‘he Commumst Mamfesto makes it clear that the
family must beé replaced as the economic and legal

.unit: of society if women are to be-free to develop
their full social potential, and this is as strikingly -
- correct today as it was ‘one hundred years ago. Surely

the OL and the ‘RU are aware of the Marxist-Leninist

) position ‘on this question. How then can these groups, -
which'claim to be Marxist-Leninist, contmue to peddle

this "bourgeoxs claptrap"?

¢

‘Why Mooists Mus t Deviate From Marxism

‘ There are two fundamental reasons why Maoists ‘
~must deviate from Marxism. First, asStalinists and in
particular as defenders of the Chinese bureaucracy,

they are forced to defend a society in which the family

. unit remains the basic economic unit. The Chinese
- Revolution was led not by a Leninist party at the head

of the Chinese’ working class but by a Stalinist, pétty-
bourgeois party at the head of a peasant-based army.

-Because of exceptional historical circumstances, this

petty-bourgeois leadership was-able to overturn cap-

~ {talism in China and to establish'a deformed workers -
state—l.e., a state not qualitatively different from

contmued on next page
/
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that Wwhich 1ssued out of the Stalmist degeneratlon of
-the Soviet Umon. ‘Trotskyists therefore call for the

N

unconditional military defense of .the gains of the -’

Chinese Revolut10n-part1cularly nationalized proper- :
ty forms—against imperialist attack. Atthe same time,"
however, we call for a political revolution led by the
Chinese workmg class to overthrow the ruling caste
which undermines those- gaihs and seeks to sell them
out. '

“As in all degenerated and -deformed workers states
(including the  Soviet Union, Cuba, North Vietnam and °

AC nes'_e‘..nursery_ school for pedsant‘chlldren.,:
Yugoslavia) women‘have been granted formal equality
in many areas but have remained enslaved bydomestic
labor within the family. The key to an- understanding
of the’ mterrelatlonsmp between the deformed workers _

N

~)'state and- the family- lies pre01sely in the, fact that -

'whxle the bolrgeoisie has been smashed-and the means
£ productlon nationahzed the workmg class hasbeen
golmcally exproprlated. The state is administered by
a bureaucratic caste which, in order to maintain its
undemocratic rule, must, among other things, rely
upon and foster the nuclear fam11y as one more pomt
for reinforcing respect for authorlty )
.- Thé . maintenance of the family also represents
a capitulation” to the peasantry.. Unlike.the working:
° class, for whom the family .plays noO necessary eco-
\nomxc role, the class interests of the peasantry are

‘essentially limited jto consolidating the private own-
ership of small plots of land, and this requires the
: maintenance of the family structure. It is precisely

for this reason that the working class and only the -
working class will- lead the struggle for womens_

emanc1pat10n.

The second and equally s1gn1f1cant reason why.
‘Maoists must deviate from Marxism on'the question .
of the famlly is that Maoists, despite all their. rhetoric.

‘about, revolution being the ‘main trend in the world
today, the future being brightand so. on, have abso-

lutely no conf1dence, in the- revolutionary capacity of -
the working class.. And lacking this'confidence, they -
have no réal 1nterest in raising the consciousness of .
- thé working class, but only intailing its existing back- .

ward- consciousness. Why put forward revolutionary
1deas such as’the replacement of the fam1ly when such
.ideas may "turn people off"? Somg day it may be pos-
-sible to slowfy mtroduce these ‘ideas—but not now.

The Trotsky1st alternatlve is "not, of course to
raise the-slogan "Smaslhi the famtly"' This would be

absurd for, as Trotsky. pomted out, "the family can;-
- not be abolished, it has to be replaced " and there is -

nothmg to replace it-under capitalism. But without
_a correct analysis of the role ‘of the famxly in class
somety, we cannot even begin to understand the dy-
.namic ‘of women's oppression:
analy51s, however, which Maoists cannot undertake,

for its conclusions- would expose thelr revolutlonary

"pretensions as a sham. -

The OL therefore avoids all d1scussmn of the fam- .

ily as a source of women's oppression and insists in-
stead that it-is "wage slavery which lies at the aba_sls
of women's oppression,” but since women.'s‘oppress’i_on
predates capitalism by several thousand years, this

“cannot be a very convmcmg explanatmn, even to ‘the

~members of the OL. C o -

The RU'is more orthodox in away, f1rst presentlng -

its version of- Engels analysxs of the family ‘as'an
oppresszve institution ‘which ongmated with class SO~

. ciety, and “only: thengoing onto revise it on the grounds -

‘of ‘the greater importance of the family unit to-the

" working class today and the coziness, warmth and .

love. supposedly aboundmg ‘in the contemporary pro-
"letarian home.

Even more orthodox i its approach is the Com—'

munist Labor Party (CLP), aMaoxst organization ‘which
‘descends from the Provisional Orgamzmg Committee

. to Reconstitute the Marxist-Leninist Vanguard Party =

"in the USA (POC), the fxrst pro=-Stalin opposition with-
in the Communist Party. The CLP.presents Ergels’

analysis in a more or less recognizable form, but
‘draws from it no programmatic conclusions. While . .-

‘the CLP would liké to avoid revising’ ‘Engels,it. cannot
put forward the revolutionary implications of its.book

It is prec1sely this

learmng without threatening the very ground on which .. .

‘it stands. Thus in "Prolétarian Morahty (Prole-
tariat, Spring 1874) we find: .
"Thé heart of the question that the comrades are ask~
ing is ‘this: Is it anti-communist to have sexual rela-
‘tions- with other than husband or wife, is-it anti-
commiunist to have sexual relatxons before marrlage?"
“To which CLP leader Nelson Perry discreetly replies
"These questions are too personal for us to comment
on.” The odor’ of purrtamsm, which Perry himself

7
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describes. as "Cathohc morality smeared over with
" Marxist’ phrases,'f is very' strong. ' :

“’Homosexuel Relatlonshlps Require So
:Much Time' ’

- As detenders of the bourgeois family, Stalinists

'generally -feel called upon to denounce. all those

whose ‘sexual preferences are other than monogamous
and’ heterosexual The OL tends to ignore the subject - of
sexual ‘répression altogether Michael Klonsky, leader

‘of the OL explamed at apaneldiscussionin San Diego. '

this sSummer why this question had not been taken up by
his organization, saying that hedidn't see why 0 much
‘fuss 'was being made about something that only took
a few minutes’ a' day. The October League did not,
‘however, draw’ back from assisting in the eXclusion
of ‘a group of. lesbian members of the’ Chicago Wo-
men's Union from a trip to China.

B

The RU has been’ more outspoken in defense of ’

‘"gtable monoganious relationships between men and
women.“ In a recent internal posmon paper_ on’ ‘the

sub]ect in which the RU attempts to soften its’ lme, ’

it is explamed that while gays canbe anti-imperialists

(i.e., members of RU. front groups), they cannot be

commumsts (1 e., members of the RU): .
To be a Communist; we must accept and welcome

struggle in all facets of our lives, personalas well'as

political. We cannot struggle with male supréemacy

" in the factory and not struggle at home. We feél that .

the best way to struggle out such' contradictions” in
our personal lives .is in stable monogamous' rela-

tlonships between men and women based .on mutual'

.love and respect. Because. homosexuals do not. carry

the . struggle between men and ‘women into their

most intimate relationships they are not prepared

in Drinciple, for the arduous task of class
transformation,”

It would have been more ‘honest (although equally

' disgusting) of the RU to simply admit, as the Work-

ers League does, that it takes this reactionary posi-

tion because.it conforms to batkward attitudes pre-

_yalent in the working class. On.the question of homo-
sexuality as on the question of the family, the oppor-

tunist RU is guided above all by its determination”

) not to "turn people off "

Certainly there al'e reactionary currents in. ‘the
*gay liberation’ movement,” but the RU's condemna-
tion of homosexua.lity as a disease to which people are
driven by the "mire and muck of bourgeois decadence"
‘(as ‘if. homoseéxuality had come. into existence’ only
with the decay of capitalism), is so backward and un-
tenable that even the bourgeois American Psychiatric
Association last year abandoned this position. The RU
caps its garbled arguments by the assertion :that
homosexua.lity is' incompatible with communism be-
cause "homosexual relationships require.so’ tich
time." One can only speculate upon the RU's ideal of
a meaningful heterosexual relationship. Presumably,
as the OL's. Klonsky suggests, it’ should optimally
take up "only a few minutes a day.”

' This puritanical morality on the part of American
Maoists is entirely consistent with the attitudes en=.
couraged and even legislated by the Chinese burgauc-
racy. Visitors  to .China, ‘'who often differ on. many
- questions of social life there, umformly report that

| NEW ORLEANS.

",contraception and abortion, a greate) ' ,
“pFoduction and golitical life and, for somé, child care”
‘¢énters, dining: halls: and 8¢
that the lives :'of Chines

| DETROIT
" HOUSTON

- SAN DIEGO .

‘the: Chmese suppress all premarital sex, Helen Snow,
‘'who ‘as Nym’ Wales earned a reputation as™
.critical publicist for the Maoist, regime, reports that:

"Any -romantic- attachment . ‘that “goes ' the’ distance,
_outside the marriage bed, is actually a statutory of-
fense, worth six months in ja.il for the overeager
young man.

—Helen Snow, Women in Moderh China

This Bae report alone should stick .in the throats,of
,those American apologists for New China who never B

tire of crying: 'Chinese ‘Women Liberated
Chinese WOmen Unliberated'

'I‘he new opportumties afforded Chinese women are
not”insignificant. While we put forward our- -critical

firmly rejects the view advanced by some sociaidem-
ocrats and femmists that the Chinese. Revolution o
fered women little worth defending. The n_evolutlon

freedom of choice . in. marriage, grea__(

omen, who.in" -pre-
revol‘utmnary times were’ barély recognized ashuman

“un-

. analysis of the'Maoist regime, the’ Spartacist League '

‘has, among other things, given women’ legal equalltz;
£88 {0/

18. It is indiSputabie'.

' beings, have been radically transformed- anlt; that

contmued on next page_
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MaOis,m. .o ;\“el .

AChmese women are less oppressed in many ways than
. are women in bourge01s democracies.
‘But while we .note such gams and therefore call for
' the uncondmonal military, defense of China againstim-
perialist attack; we-are also aware that-China has not
achieved socialism=a historical stage marked, among
other things, by the withering away of the state— and that
the Chinese hureaucracy -sabotages those measures
leading toward the emancipation.of women which could
“"be undertaken by the dictatorship of the proletariat in
even a poor and underdeveloped healthy workers state.
Chinese’ women, therefore, continue tobe specially op-

presseéd. .Somsa. mdicatlons of this oppression’ are the

followmg

. 1. rhe family contmues to: be the primary econumic
unit of society, and woms=n continue to be primarily
responsible for housework and child caré, AstheOL's

Eileen Klehr. wrltes in "Women ‘Hold Up Half the Sky" '

Y § remember a woman factory worker who told me
"..that all her housework was done by her children. . . be-
cause ‘both parents worked. This is good education
for the future generation when household work will
no - longer be - considered 'women's. department’ but
will ‘be shared more equally between men and women.”

Instead of socializiig the drudgery performed by

‘women in the family, as the Bolsheviks attempted to
do, the Chinese bureaucrats content themselves with
appealmg to the husbands of a future. generation to
share it "more equally." (They are no doubt gratified

to learn that President Ford makes his own breakfast.)

2. Swmgs in public pohcy since 1949 have resulted
in sharp changes .regarding contraception and abor -
‘tion, Access to: contraception and abortion is-not

. viewed as the right of all -women, but as a privi-

lege to be proffered or rescinded according to the
political requirements of the bureaucracy at any given
time, .

3. Divorce may be granted only if both parties

' request it, and even then the court still attempts .

reconciliation and has the power to deny the divorce
if it is deemed not to be in the best mterests of
the People's Republic.

‘4, Puritamcal attitudes toward sex preva11 and
pre-marital ‘sex is classified as a crime. There ex-
ists, as Trotsky put it when describing the Soviet
Union under Stalin, "the philosophy of a priesten-
dowed also with the powers of a gendarme."

5. Jobs are still noticeably sex-typed, and there o

is unequal pay for equal work, especially” in the
rural commmes. Also, the shortage of capital means

that there are not enough industrial jobs for all'who’

* would like them, and this especlally a.ffects women s
participation in'production.

6. Women's participation in politics is stilllimited
to the lower echelons of the government and the
Chinese Commumst Party, with few exceptions. Wo-
men comprise about 10 percent of the party and about
the same percentage of its Central .Committee. In
1069 two women were named to the Political Bureau,
although not to’ the ‘Standing Committee, which is the
real power. The twd women were Yeh Chun, wife of

. Liu Shao-Chi an_d C_hiang Ching, wife of ‘Mao. When

Lin . Piao was disposed of .in September 1971 Yeh

Chun was removed.
7. The' facilities to socialize. housework are still

lacking. Child: care 'in the countryside is inadequate, .

communal dining facilities are unattractive and col-
lectivization of household tasks is not encouraged. It

. is, of course, true that the productive forces in China -
_ are not adequate to -accomplish -all this even if 1t

0PERAT|ON BROOM BRIGADF These youngsters huve

been asslgned to keeping Canton clean,

-weré governmental pohcy, but, as Trotsky noted about

the-Soviet Union:

"Instead of openly.saying, 'We have proven still too
poor and ignorant for ‘the creation of socialist rela-

tions -among men,,ou'r children and grandchildren

~will realize this aim,' the leaders are forcing people

to glue together again the shell of the broken family,

and not only-that, but to consider it, under threatiof

_extreme penalties, the sacred nucleus of triumphant
SOClahSm .

-—Trotsky, The Revolution Betrayed

Maoxsts are willing enough to acknowledge that

Soviet women are not liberated, despite the enormous

gains of the October Revolution, many of which-were

" subsequently reversed. .But, because of the Maoist

position that the Soviet Union became. capitalist
and "social imperialist” sometime after the death of
Stalin in 1953, any Maoist account of how this reversal
occured- must be a masterpiece of. distortion and
omission. h

_ Thus the Revolutionary Umon, in "Soviet Women— .
Their Victory and TemporaryDefeat" (Red Pape.s .3)

explains that "a small band of traitors™ managed to
take pver the Soviet Union within 10years of the death
of Joseph Stalin and af that point "the tremendous gains

made by women, and by thé whole working class, began -

to crumble.” Can the RU explain why, then, abortion,

“which was legalized under Lénin, was abolished.in
: 1936 despite popular opinion to the contrary (and. re-
instituted after the death of Stalin)? Why co-education

was abolished by the Stalinist bureaucracy? Why the
women's section of the Communist Party was ilqui-

‘dated? Why divorces were made inereasingly difficult

and expensive throughout the 1930's, until inJuly 1944,
the fee for a divorce was setata level which placed it

out of the: reach, economicaily, of the average '
: -WOrker? '
Of course, since these datés are embarrassing to .

Stalinists, they are often ignored. The entire Maoist/

Stalinist worldview would be threatened by recognizing -
that the degeneration of the: Russian Revolution began’

Y Y ” T
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not in the 1950'8 but in the 1920'8. Yet the facts are
indisputable. '

-‘w'hat Is the "Maoist” P'os_ltion', Chairman Mao?

\

- We' have concerned ourselves 8o far- with ‘what the

Maoists have in common, but it should not be. assumed’
“that there is general agreement among these groups on

"the woman question, There: s not. Infact, it . was: on the-

‘woman :question that the Guardzan 8 unity mongering
forums of 1973 fell apart, - .

The OL,. which has capitulated fully ‘to petty-
bourgeois feminism, insists that the RU does not.see
. the ‘radical women's movement as a "positive pro-
;gressive thing." The RU denies this charge, which is
potentially devastating to.the satisfaction of its oppor-
tunist. appetites, and-calls for a class andlysis of the
women's movement ‘But  despite the RU's leftist
_rhetoric, "its ‘workerism and its refusalsto fight
for revolutionary leadership "in the working class

expose it as a liberal rather than a revolutionaryvg x

organization.

A serious difference among Maoist groups centers
" on- support for the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). "

" (For adiscussionof why the Spartacist League supports

the ERA, see Women and Revolution No. 4, Fall 1973.)

The RU militantly opposes the ERA on the grounds that
it would. abolish protective Tegislation, but its argu-
_ ments” are contradictory. To be consistent, the RU
would have to demand repeal of Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 since this has been much more
"responsible for the repeal of protective legiglation for
women than the ERA - would be, The point, of course,
is to fight for ‘the extension of protective legislation,
. not to seek defengively to maintainthe status quo which
_is, in-any event, under attack. The weakness of the RU
on thisquestion may have béenbehind its vicious physi-
. cal attack on members of the Militant Action Caucus of
the Commumcation Workers of America whowere car-

rying:signs in support of the ERA in'a San Francisco .

- demonstration this June. But while the RU does not hes-

-itate to attack proponents of the ERA, it raised quite a -

hypocritical hue and cry about the refusal of the Chica-
" go Women's Liberation Union, including members of
‘the OL, to allow the RU tocriticizethe ERA in a leaf-
“let 'at an International Women's Day march.

Like the RU, the Communist Labor Party initialy

‘opposed the ERA declaring it to be a "fascist plot."But
-recently the CLP has done a "self- criticism™ a'nd
following a shert announcement of its "mistake," .
" abolt-face of sorts was executed in the August issue of
"People's Tribuné. In an exceptional display of political
cowardice, the CLP refused to take a position for or
-against - the ERA, stating onlythat it would engage in
'work Paround the ERA." But whether this work will
support the ERA or attack itis anyone's guess. - ‘

" »- Regarding the question of orientation to the Coa-:
Jition of Labor Union Women (CLUW), differences.

similar to the ones above also emerge, The OL went

whole-hog into CLUW, taking up many -bureaucratic-

posts and submerging any independent présence, Their

sharpest criticisms have beenleveled at the Spartacist’

‘League for raismg a class-struggle program in CLUW,
with milder criticisms of the Communist Party and the

Socialist Workers Farty, which stand slightly to’ the 3

_ Mother and chiid in the "new” China. Notice the wall

poster which proclcums the joy of motherhood

right of the OL in this arena. ' .
. _Having fought for the bureaucrats and against the
commumsts in' CLUW,, the OL is now slowly "discover-

ing" that CLUW is dominated by the trade-union bu-.

reaucracy, a fact pointed out by the Spartamst League
more than. six months ago. The recent digaffection of
many of these bureaucrats has put the OL in a tempo-

rarily * stronger. position. within CLUW, temporary,

because CLUW is notlikely tobe a viable organization.
(See” "CLUW; Dead End for Workmg Women, W&R
No. 6, Summer 1974.)

The RU has for the most part ignored CLUW and

criticized the OL for trying to push the unions to the’
_left. The RU s recent turn is away from trade unions

altogether: because while the RU is ‘reluctant to ca-
pitulate to the trade-unionbureaucrats, it is even more
reluctant to fight them. However, when RU supporters
came to the first Los Angeles CLUW meetinhg in July,
they voted with the OL (and the SWP, IS and CP) to

prevent political discussion-by voting down a motion |

raised by a member -of the Militant Caucus of AFSCME -
2070 in favor of democratic debate and resolutions.

' ‘The OL, the RU and the CLP have all amply dem-"

onstrated. their fundamental reformism. The po- -

lemics among them may be sharp, but none is ,ﬁghtmg
for revolutionary principles. All, too, would be quick

) ‘to subordinate any struggle to the interests of the Chi- -
. nese bureaucracy if "it ‘would ‘gain them: the coveted -
status of "official® Maoxst_party in the U.S. So while
the Spartacist League carries forward the struggle for

women's liberation through socialist revolution, the
Maoists persist in their attempts to ‘make the family
the fighting unit for reformism and puritamsm. [}
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Selma james Peddles Male 1
Chauvmlsm, Anti- Commumsm

Wages for housework. What housewife would re-
fuse? And why stop there? What about wages for
" 'schoolwork, wages for riding the subway and wages

‘for ‘eating lunch? Selma Janies and the Power of '

"Women Collective have in fact raised all these
" jemhands:and ‘more, And why not?" Class struggle
'may be difficult but raising demands is easy.

"While Women and Revolution has already com-

- mented at length on'the writings of Selma James,
which we corréctly characterized as "an explicit
attack on the left and particularly the trade un-
fons" (see "Dalla Cosa/James and the Subversion
of Marxism A Critique,” Women and Revolution
‘No. 5, Spring, 1974), our recent encounter with
o d ames in person deserves an additionai footnote.
‘ J ames, a leading advocate of wages for house-
.work, likes to style herself a Marxist, but her
pamphlets, "A Woman's Place" and "Women, the
.. Unions and Work, or What is Not to. be Done,"
‘make it clear that she distorts Marx at’ ‘every
- step-in ‘order to make his .words ‘conform 'to her
; reactionary theory that housewwes play the cen-

“tral role in capitalist production and must there-.

" fore play the - central role in a’ proletarian
- revolution.
- But not even these wretched pamphlets pre-
"pared us adequately for the incredibly vicious
' anti-working .class, anti-communist and anti-

WOman propaganda ' currently being spread by .

. James in her personal appearances.

‘On ‘November 7 in Philadelphia, James, who
repeatedly referred to0 herself as a communist,
asserted ‘among other things, that womery, are
‘the  working class and therefore need not ally

' with working men in struggle, that'the trade un-
" jons must be smashed, that leftists are the con-.

scious agents of capitaiism and that Lenin's
What Is to Be Done? is a.fascist pamphlet
because it argues for the necessity of a vanguard

party to bring revolutionary consciousness to the .
working class. (She c¢laimed that Lenin later re--

 pudiated this position but declined, of course, to
document this absurd claim.)

' When a male comrade of the Spartacist League
defended Lenin's" position, . James attempted to

‘male-bait him, insisting that he had no right to.

'discuss the question of women's consciousness.
Soon thereafter a "moratorium® ‘was ‘declared on
' all further comments by the Spartacist League.
The following evening James spoke in New
York City where—unbelievably—she reached new
‘{epths of reactionary demagogy with the asser-
- on that all. women who work are scabs because
" they take away jobs from men: Not since the glory

_days of the Nazi Party—which decreed that the

- sphere of women was bounded By the kitchen,

the nursery and the church—has there been such

v A r'rr

Selma James in New York City

: an artlculate spokesman for the male chauvinist

and counterrevolutionary -position that -womern
must be removed from access to industrial power

‘and relegated- to the isolation, backwardness and
intermmable petty drudgery of the nuclear fam-

ily.. In fact, as'Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky -

always insisted, women will never be liberated

until ‘they’ partxcxpate in’ general somal produc-
.tion equally with men.

The demand of wages for housework is in it-
self a token but supportable reform since it would
improve the material conditions of the working
¢lags. In fact, when such a measure was being
consuiered by the -Australian government re-

cently;, our comrades of the Spartacist League of -

Australia and Néw Zealand did support it in oppo-

-.‘s1t10n to Australian feminists who opposed. it
almost unanimously. (See "Housewives' WageDe- .
bate"..:_in Australasian Spartacist No. 13, October -

1974) But it is not. a revolutionary strategy

right lies of this phony who dares invoke the

emancxpation of women..
N rX1sts do neot. seek the ema.ncipation ‘of wo-,
-wages for housework but in the abolition

of housework through the establishment of- collec="
v istitutions such as free laundries and free |
t ts, And we do.not seek to create these'

itutions by begging the capitalist state for a - )
more money but by smashing the capitalist”

state and constructmg a new society responsive

oupled with the distortions, slanders and out-’

name. of Marx to lend authority to her treachery, . B
it -can .only serve as another obstacle to the

not-to the requirements of capital but to- the re- - -

qmrements of human bemgs
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L. B L Several years have elapsed smce the heyday of

, ' o CT . - feminist organizations with names like WIT.C H,

: N , . ,_ ] (Women's' International Terrorist ‘Conspiracy <from
S L L f R Hell) and Red Witch, but many feminists have con--
' ' " tinued to xdentxfy themselves with witches, @4ds -isy

attested to by several recently published articles, in-.

W|T‘ H‘ R AFT cluding "Witches, Midwives, and Nurses: A History of-
" Women Healers" by Barbara Ehrenreich and Deirdre:

" Enghsh and "What Were Those Witches Really Brew-"

P L ’ ] 1ng?" by Andrea Dworkin wh1ch appeared in. the, April
Lo B L issue: of Ms, .This ident1f1cation rests apparently on’

the feminists! view of. witches as early prototypes of,

;  the liberated woman, although a little research of
T ATE R AF witch practices; could seriously weaken this assump-; :
~ tion. For example, each coven (local orga.nizatlon)
*  of  twelve witches was presided over by a.man who.
played the role of the Devil, and it was standard prac--
L tice at sabbats (witches' meetmgs) ‘that each .witch"
- showed her respect to him by kissing his posterior
A Materlallst A"ﬂlYSlS - and penis; this. was kKnown'as the "kiss of shame.”
: Furthermore, no sabbat was complete until the "Dev11" ‘
. : ] Of the “had engaged in. sexual intercourse. with all 12 witches. '
: Mt is not surpnsmg that - the hlstory of’ European
European WltCh Persecutlons witchcraft and.witch’persecutions (the New England:
\ ., - witch: trxals, ‘which occurred on a relatively small,
o T o i T scale ard in'a dlfferent social context at the very: endv
T , T B .o~ of the EurOpean witch craze, must be considered’.
: : ) bY DL REISSNE.R; , separately) should evoke great interest among people
-, concerned with women's hberatlon, because. it'is a:
- gegment of the history of the oppression of women
which is vxrtually unparalleled in its'scope, duration and’
mtens1ty\ -As Marxists, however, we approach this-
history in a way which is-different both from the ap- |
proach of' femmlsts and from that of. most other bour- '
geoxs historians whose analyses. tend to be psycho-_‘
10g1ca1 anthropologmal or merely ‘romantic. : ;
“The. European ‘witch craze must. be viewed as one .
component in ‘the coniplex economic, social and poli-
"tical dynamic which transformed European- c1v1hzation
in the period between the 13th and 17th centuries and
whxch included. the rise of capitalism and the emer-
gence of Protestantism Of particular sigmﬁcance toan
understanding of the witch craze was the consolidation !
of modern territorial. nation-states during this period,
for, as this article will seek to show, the witch craze
was in:the first instance an attempt to deal with the-
problem .of socially unassimilable peoples in the face ,
of this nat1ona1 .consolidation. . _ - o

K
'

W|tches Have Not Always Been Persecuted

Ever  since, the 18th century there has-been a.
tendency . to r égard European history. from the.
Renaissance onward as inevitably progressive. Yet the -
same era which witnessed the flowering of Renaissance -
culture also produced the witch craze—~amania of ter- -
ror and repression-unknown in the so-called "Dark"
Ages. Estimates vary, but the most conservative con-
cede .that at least 30,000 _persons lost their lives as -
witches during. this t1me—85 percent of them women. - |

Now that.belief in- -the efficacy of witcheraft has be-:
come less. fashmnable inthis part of the world, there’

' TSI . N is' 'a tendency to dismiss it as nothmg more than a~
. "Slower Mistress)" A painting of two witches by Goya ~delusion of a few unbalanced minds, but witch practices
(1746-1828). .. = . e R .. .. . . . continued on next page

S
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Wltchcraft... -

have existed since anment times and among all peo--

ples. In fact, one of the most striking aspects of .

witchcraft is the uniformity- of its practice in widely
separated countries and civilizations. In India, justas

in England, the cat is believed. to ‘be the witch's’

familiar, and in ancient Italy the evil eye was dreaded

© as-it is in many parts of Africa today and wag guarded -

against by the samg symbol. _
 When - religions establish themselves ‘in new ter-
rztorles, the god or. gods of the old religion become the
devils (the word "devil," derived from the same roct
as. "divine," means "little -god") of the new. Then
fortune-telling, . the special province of the. witch or

wise. woman, which had been‘called prophecy when it

had been done in the name of the established religion,"
is designated as- witchcraft. And so it was when
Christianity .superseded the' older .totemic cults of
Western Europe—cults which had honored female
sexuahty as the. em")od1ment oi the regenerative

" power of nature.

While the Church was. formally opposed to’ these

relics of paganism which continued to exlqst alongside

The burning of an Anabaptlst who . was not cccused of .

witchcraft by Jan Luyken (ISTI)

.Christianity, it found it pohtic, given their broad pop-

ular appeal, to accommodate itself to them mpractice
or even to co-opt them. In-fact ‘when in 1257 thé

Dominican Order, which had been established tocom- .

bat the Albigensian and Vaudo'is heresies, uncovered
witch practices in Southern France and requested that
Pope Alexander IX grant it jurisdiction over witches

as well ‘as heretics, he refused. Not for another 200 -

years were the- Dominicans to have their way un-

-obstructed by the Catholic Church,

The Church based its posxtion on the Cation Episcopl

a document dating back to the ninth century at least,
_which attempted to minimize the importance of witch
" practices "not through persecutxon—Charle;nagne had

" declared the burning of witches a capital crime as ear-
ly as 785 A.D.—but through denying the very existence‘ ’
of witches and ridiculing belief in them:

i "Some wicked women, reverting to Satan, and seduced .

by the illusions and ‘phantasms of. demons, believeand
profess ‘that they ride at 'night with.Diana on certain
beasts, with an innumerable company of women,
passing over immense distances, obeying h’,er;com‘-
mand as their mistress, and ‘evoked by ‘her on'cer-
_tain’ nights. ... Therefore priests. everywhere should
preach that they know this_ to be false, and that such

phantasms are sent by the Evil Spirit,-who deludés -

. them in dreams. Who is there who is not led out.of

-himself in dreams, seeing much in sleeping that: he -

" never saw in waking? And who is such a fool that he

in the spirit?” °

As late as the 12th century, John of Salisbury con-:,

tinued to dismiss the idea of the witches' sabbat as a
fabulous dream. Yet this skeptical toleration was'soon

© to give.way to the hysteria of the witch craze, and woe
to the occasional skeptic then, for he too would- rapidly

fall under suspicion. -

The horror of the persecunons—-the carefully re-
fined tortures, the sexual degradation, the unspeak-
able anguish which wrung from the victims accusations
aga.inst their friends, spouses and’ children—~these are
well documented and need not be elaborated here. Suf-

fice it to say that at the height of the witch craze the -
intensity -of the persecutions was such that in at least -

two villages in Germ'my only one woman was lett
allve. - . .

Pesslmlsm os Protestantism°

- Given the fact that witcheraft- had ex1sted more or- ..
less undisturbed sincé ancient times, an ‘analysisof.
“the witch persecutions ‘turns upon thie answer to the - .
question of why they erupted at the particular moment .

which they did.
The historical context ‘in which the craze reached

" "-its height was one of unprecedented social upheaval. .
This was the period:of the Hundred Years' War, the ' -
. rise of capitalism, the consolidation of nation-states,

the Black Death, the discovery of the New World, the

Protestant R:formation and a- series of religious
wars 80 _devastating that some historians contend that

the’ European economy has not yet recovered from

. them. Such periods of-social disturbance always give

rise to increased superstitions and unorthodox be-

‘liefs, and several students of the witch craze, in-

cluding Jules Michelet and Julio Caro BarOJa, claim

that -it grew out of the catastrophes -of the 14th-
century and the widespread pessimism which these T

catastrophes engendered.

Michelet points out that while witchcraft had been
practiced for hundreds of years, certain of its aspects, -
including the pact with the devil, did not appear before

the 14th century. The reason for this, he argues, is

- that before this  times people had not been sufficiéntly’

desperate to. .conceive.of such a thing, but with the
coming of an age in which the peasant was for the

" first time" required to pay quit-rents (rents paid in-
lieu of obligatory feudal services) and taxes in money,"

the concept of a pact with the devil became extremely
attractive, Says Michelet:

"The pact required an age in which Hell itself ap- '
peared as a shelter, an asylum, arelief, as contrasted-

. with the Hell of this. world.

4
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But while belief in witchcraft within primitive and  louse, the capital of the witch burners, was a great

modern societies‘alike increases as a result of social center . of _Catholic orthodoxy: It is- also noteworthy
catastrophe and pessimism, this is'clearly madequate - that it was the Protestant rather than the Catholic

as the sole explanation for 400 years.of terror. As :countries which took the lead in bringing the witch
the historian H.R. Trevor<Roper points oit, the craze craze to a hait. By 1700 England and Holland had long
gathered force before either the Black De_ath or the since abandoned the persecution of witches on a. large
Hundred Years' War had begun and.continued for two scale while the Catholic prince-bishops of Germany
centuries after they weré over--centuriés marked by were still burning them by the score.
' ' . - Since Protestants supposedly rejected all doctrine
which the corrupt papacy had added to the Bible and
the writings of the early Church Fathers, they should
have - logically ‘rejected the demonology of the In-
quisition as well..In fact, this point was raised repeat-
edly by isolated Protestant critics, but without effect.
“Although they frequently burned Catholics as. witches,
the Protestant witch hunters continued to refer ap-
provingly ‘to the Dcminicdn” handbook of the. witch
craze, the Malleus Malificarum, Catholic inquisitors
'returned the compliment by citing Protestant authori-
ties: on the" ‘subject such as Erastus and Daneau. In
other.words, although the witch persecut1ons waxed
.and waned in direct proportion to the degree of re-
- ligious conflict. in each area, they were not funda-
" mentally - the product of doctrinal differences, but
rather,- as Trevor-Roper convincingly argues, of so-
cial differences and specifically of the demand: for
:socxal ‘assimilation which became acute inthis period
.~ - In those mstances where there was no suchdemand,
there were no witéh persecutions. For example,- at
the height of the witch craze, the Swedish Lutherans
.discovered that the Lapps in the territory they gov-
erned were imbued with witch beliefs. The Luthéran
Church took no action in this case. Since there was no
-desire to socially integrate the Lappdissenters, there
~was likewise no compulsion: to persecute them: for
their witch practices.

The link bétween the witch persecutions and the
‘questron of soc1a1 assimilation is appare_nt from the
very ~beginning. When the Dominicans made their
discovery of witchcraft in 1257 iri the "dark corners"
of Europe, i.€., the Alps and the. Pyrenees, they were
*‘disturbed not by the old rural superstitions per se,

. which were considered harmless enough, but by, the

*Love Potion by an unknown master of the Flemish fact that they were practiced by the people of a moun-=
school in the mid-15th century, The scrolls symbollze tain .civilization which appeared quite alien to the
the sing-song of the witch's incantation, -":cxv1hzat10n of the plains—socially, culturally, eco-
: contmued on next page

' general recovery and expansion.

_ Another explanation often put forward for the out-v @M.S@[ﬁ] 'E
break of witch persecutions in this period is that oun
they were a peculiarly Protestant phenomeron and

arose therefore as a result of the P otestant
. Reformation: ‘ :
It is true that both Luther and Calvm professed .

belief in witches and declared that they should be ‘Monthly paper of the Spartacus Youth League,
burned,, .and_ it is also true that the pattern of the . _'youth gection of the Spartacist League !
witeh:persecutions coincided closely withthe course-of Name. o : )

the - religious wars, both on the, Continent and " in 1 ] A
Britain, but there is no more basis for linking the. | Address. -

craze with Protestantism than with Catholicisms It :

was in fact a product of the conflict between them. City/ State/le — - R
The Protestants carried the witch craze to the coun- . Make pqy’abl'e /mall to:

tries which they conquered for the Reformation while sz - Spartacus Youth Publishing Co.

the Cathohc Jesuits introduced it -equally into the’ - Box 825, Canal §t. ' Station

countries which they reconqt’ered for Rome; including -§ 11ISSUES New: York New York 10013
Bavaria, the Rhineland, Flanders and Poland ‘Tou- - — : : .
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riomically .and probably ‘racially. These were the peo-
ple Who. had retreated to the hinterlands of Europe at

an early period. Feudalism had never penetrated this
area in more than a superficial way, and neither had

Christianity. Unlike the civilization of the plains', which -

tut10n of the manor, the c1v111zat10n of the mountaxns
was pastoral and individualistic. The dxscovery of
witcheraft among these people must have come as no
surpnse to the Domlmcans, yet the same practmes
which had been tolerated in the feudal towns and
villages appeared far more ominous when viewed

across an unbridgable social chasm. The Dominicans

reacted in a novel and unexpected way: they attempted
to persecute the witches as heretics..

As we have seen, the papacy refused to support
such persecutions at this time, but as the demand for
social homogeneity became more urgent, the Domin-
ican crusade became the wave of the future.

: Witchcruft and Statecraft

The medieval concept of soclety had’ been based on
an ideal of universality embodied in the Roman Catholic,
Church and the H”\ly Roman Empire. Despite this ideal,
however, thedieval pol1t1ca1 judicial and. economic
institutions, operating within the confines “of an

agrarian economy, were almost invariably local. Dur-
ing the 12th and 13th centuries, howéver, the economic
conditions which had made such local autonomy jin-’
evitable began to disappear. The revival of commerce
and the growth of cities increased the circulation of
-money and the expansion of trade to the point at which

local autonomy became financially impractical. During-
" the 14th and 15th centuries, the feudal suzerainties of .

local lords were gradua.lly transformed into absolute
. monarchies. - Behind this enormous change lay the
power of a new sdcial class—the growing class of cap-
italist entrepreneurs whose business ‘needs had out-
grown feudal social institutions and who nowdemanded
the larger sphere of operation which only a terr1-
torial state could provide. -

The 'welding of a nation-state—the creation of a
"people™ with a sense of common identity—demanded

_ social-homogeneity,-including religious homogeneity.’

To be Spanish meant to be Catholic; to be English,
Anglican. .Moreover, religious homogeneity was im-
. portant to emerging rulers not only because it en-
"abled them to bind their subjects more closely and
to qtsgu_lse territorial aggression as holy war, but
also because it enabled them -to control their sub-.
jects much more effectively. The established church
was in each locality an arm of the state apparatus..
To the extent that there were citizens beyond its

reach, they represented a threat to the newly es-

tablished order.

Thus, the period of the witch craze is also the -
period in ‘which the Jews and Moors were expelled -
_the Prote‘stants were expelled from -

from Spain,
France, the Puritans were hounded out of England and
the Inquisition was at the height of its power. The
conjuncture of these persecutions is hardly- coinci-

dental. They are all, at least in part, attempts to deal

with the problem of -socially unassimilable peoples
during the period of the consolidation of European
nation-states. The witch craze cannot be understood:
apart from this larger social movement of which it .
was an aspect, This understandmg, incidentally, was
not' lost on the authorities of the time, who not in-
frequently Jaunched campaigns of persecution against
all the stereotypes of unassimilability in their par-
-ticular areas; for_ instance," Protestants, Jews and -
witches in Trier. .

""Most Women are WltCheS

The one aspect of the witch persecutions which
did distinguish them from all other persecutions of
the period was that their victims were overwhelm-
ingly women, particularly older women- between 50
and 70 years of ageand very often women who were
unusually independent in one way or another—widows,

"Wltches by Hans Baldung Grien (1470-1522).

spipsters, mldv'nves. Not that: men were exempt
from persecution, but as Jacob Sprenger, co-author. .
of the Malleus Malificarum, wrote: "We should speak
of the-Heresy of the Sorceresses, not of the Sorcer-‘
ers, for the latter are of small accdunt.”. -

The Judaeo-Christian tradition- had long rational-
ized the social .oppression of women by designating
them as weak and sinful and easily tempted by the
devil. The Jewish Talmud makes this clear by its
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statement, "Women are naturally inclined to witch-
craft,” and "The more women-there are, the more
‘witchcraft there will be," and aga'in,/ _"Most ‘women
are witches.” '

Christianity postulated that men were protected
from .becoming witches not only by virtue of their
superior intellect and faith, but also because. Jesus
Christ had .died, as it said in the Malleus, "to pre-

" serve the male sex from so great a crime.”

‘Women were regarded as partlcularly prone to

'diabohcal temptation not merely because they were

deemed intellectually and spiritually inferior to men,
but also and especially -because they were beheved
to be sexually insatiable. In the’ Malleus itis woman's
- carnality which is offered as the .ultimate proof of her
predlsposxtlon to witchcrait: "All withcraft comes
from carnal lust, which is'in women insatiable.”

1t ‘was only this view of women which made the.

endless confessions of seduction by the devil plausible,
for. they corroborated the popular conceptlon of the
nature of female sexuality.

‘But this long-standing attltude does not in. 1tself
explain’ the outbreak of bitter misogynism which has

- been .observed -in this period. Recently publxshed.'
-demographic fmdmgs, as" historian Erik Midlefort

. has noted, suggest the basis for a more substant1a1
xpla.natxon. )

The European Mcrnage Pattern - .

Demographer John ‘Hsjnal has demonstrated that
one ‘'of the most profound changes that Europe has ever
experlenced dates roughly from the 15th or 16th

-vcentunes. This is the appearance of the "European

marriage pattern"—a pattern characterized by rel- .-

atively late marriage and by-large proportions of

people: who never marry. The percentage of these
" gingle people ‘rose in this period from-about five
" percent of the population to 15 or 20 percent,

It was this shift toward later marriage which
laid the basis for the nuclear famlly, since in go-
cieties where there. is little control over conception

the age of partners at marriage is one of the most -

important variables bearing upon the reproduction
rate. It also fac111tated the Industrial Revolution by

raising the average income and making it possible-
for savings to be devoted to 1mprovmg capital assets

rather than supporting pOpulathl’l growth “Of im-
mediate importance was the fact that for the first
time in European history there was a very large
percentage of unmarried women, whose ranks were
further augmented by widows created by the fre-

quent wars, plagues and emigration. (With regard.v

‘to the plague, it is ‘noteworthy that in some areas it
was fatal for up to'ten times as many men:as women
in the population, possibly because women were more

bound to the home and thus less exposed to conta-.

"gion.) At the same time convents, once the sole
refuge of spinsters, were being dismantled inProtes-

tant countries, and even in Cathohc countries they .

were on the decline,

In' a society which was totally patr1archa1 and
taxmly-centered and which provided no social role
for women outside the family, the growing numbers
of single women were regarded as ‘at least peculiar

and possibly seditious, especially after the dedth-of-

’

their fathers removed them from patriarchal control -
.entirely. And in fact widows and spinsters were ac-
cused of witchcraft in numbers far out of proportion
‘to their representation in.society. Of course, the fact

that these women were unprotected made them more
vulnerable to attack, but the essential point to be
made is that it was the. unprecedented existenceof large
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"Four Witches' ,.bYﬂAIbre'cm DUrer (1471-1528).

numbers of women outside the protectxon of the famxly

which brought them under suspicion in the first place..

Aside from spinsters and widows, the women who
came under attack for witchcraft most often were lay

‘medical practitioners of one sort or another, partlc-

ularly midwives. As the Malleus says:

.+.as penitant witches have. often told to us and to
'others, saying: No one does more harm to the Catholic
.Faith than midwives. For when they do not kill children,

. as if for some other purpose they takethem out of the
room -and, raising them up in the a1r, offer them to
devils.” .

~ Country med'icine, the medicine of the poor, was
often, although by no means exclusively, practiced by
women, and witches were often "accused" of havmg

the power to heal. In fact, they -did develop herbal’
" remedies, some of which are still in usé. It has also -
-been discovered that'the ointment with which-they

anointed themselves before "flying" to the sabbats

continued on next page:
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‘Witchcraft...
containéd hallucinogenic properties such that -the
feeling offlying might indéed ensue,

Feminists Barbara Ehrenreich and Deirdre Enghsh
have made the interesting point that the rising Euro-
pean medical profession played an active role in
suppressing all ‘lay competition during this period,

including the medicine of the "white" (good) witches,
.although to consider this.the fundamental basis of the

]

European witch craze is superficial, and to assert, as’

they do, that male and female healers were on oppo-

'site sides of a class'struggle because women served .

the. people while men served the ruling class is
.crude and inaccurate.. :

The WItch Craze Burns Out

“In lus chtzonnarre Philosophique written in 1764
Voltaire quipped:

. ™Mt is agreat pity that there areno longer any persons

possessed by the Devil, or magicians, or astrologers,

‘or genii. One cannot conceive how useful all these

mysteries were a hundred years ago. In those days;’

the nobility lived in castles. The winter evenings were
long and everyone would have died of boredom if these
noble entertainments had not been available. ... Every
village had its own sorcérer and w1tch every prince
his astrologer; all. the ladies had their fortunes told;
.those possessed.by the Devil wandered -all over the

place; .everyone wanted to know who had seenthe Devil
or who was going to'see him; and all this provided an.

endless topic of conversation which kept everyone in
-suspense. Nowadays we play msxpid card- games and

- have lost a.lot by losing our illusions,"
Voltaire could afford to joke for he had the good
fortune to live at a time, when such jokes no longer
led inescapably to the . Inqulsition and the stake. The

witch craze, along with other mass-forms of fanatical -
religious persecution, began to dissolve in both Pro- -
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""Witches Bringing a shower of Rain® by * by UlrichMolitor.

[

’ testant and Catholic countries in Western Europe in the

mid-17th. century. By this time, the wars of rellgxon
were coming to an ‘end, territorxal nation-states
were more securely consolidated and the "alien™ so-
cial groups within them had been for the most part
either assimilated, exterminated or expelled.. -
Furthermore, witch beliefs seemed far less cred-

-ible, among certain groups at least, during the age of

science and skepticism which the commercial revolu-
tion had ushered in. The assumption that a neigh-
bor's malice could cause physical harm had seemed
more .likely in a subsistance-level village where
social cooperation was a v1tal necessity than it'did
in the 17th century when increased economic indi-

+ vidualism and greater social mobility were severing
. the older collective ties. -

Although occasional ‘witch persecutions contmued
un_til the 1850's,.and although witchcraft long re-
mained a criminal offense in many countries, in-
cluding England where it was not removed from the
statute books until 22 June 1951, by the beginning of

‘the 18th century the witch craze was unmistakably
".dead, It would bé somé time, however, before>cos-
- mopolitan wits such as Voltaire began to consider the

subject amusing.
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‘The C.LLT.
Papers—
Feminism
Ad Absurdumf-

- ‘The femmist Journal off our backs (oob) has re-.
cently published a series of articles written by the-

Collective Lesbian Internatmnal Terrors (C.L.LT. )
These "articles, which off. our backs deemed "im-.
portant enough to all women relatmg to other women
and concerned about the state and future of the women's
movement to warrant. oob's printing,”

our.enemies" and "the only dxfference between str‘aight
women and drag faggots is. that faggots are real men.”

The articles advise women to liberate themselves

through lesbianism and isolation from men.
- In itself, this impotent "collective™ on the lunatic

fringe of the women's movement hardly merits more.

attention than it takes to note that it may indicate the

growth of, a- reactionary trend in the movement asa

whole ‘and on the. editorial board of oob, which has

. generally held- left-liberal positions in the past. It
certainly poses nothreat—to men, to the ruling class .

or to the Marxist. movement—and will undoubtedly
disappear in the not too distant future.

But if this group is insignificant, its ideas are not.
They are not new, They are in fact—in an extremely

grotesque form to be sure—thelogical extensionof that .
mainstream feminism which over the years has led -
innumerable. women down a blind alley and more often '

than not, out of pohtics. .
What is the logical and mescapable extensxon of\the

basic feminist positions that the fundamental social.

division .is one of sex, that the oppression of women

stems from. male supremacy, that all women are’

“Mgisters," if it is not that women should place them-

-selves on the opposite side. of the barricades from

their oppressors—from men? And, ‘furtliermore, should

they not also “isolate themselves from those "sex.

traitors" who consort with their oppressors and render
.them aid and- comfort—heterosexual women?. . .. .->
The logic of feminism is. sex war just as.surely as

- the logic of Marxism is class war! The members of
- C.L.LT. must therefore be admired for, their consist-

ency, if for nothingelse, for few feminists have had
the fortitude to follow their own ideasto their logical
conclusions.

The Marxist criticism of the C.L.LT. papers is the
very same criticism we have raised agdin and againr

with regard to the rest of the feminist movement—
feminism is fundamentally- counterposed to Marxisin
and therefore to the liberation of women.:

The continuing oppression of women, which is-

rooted not in the male sex but-in class society, is the

result of a failure of political leadership. We have yet.

. to create a pohtxcal party capable of leadmga working-

' personal preference,
. total separation of women from men whichthe C.L.LT.
" papers call for.in an extreme iorm—but which underlie

asgert, among -
- ‘other:things, that "men are dull," "straight women aié

'| comimunists:from meetings of these "socialist-feminists"
when class-struggle politics threaten to "alienate anyot o

:" Spartacist - League opposes the ineffective -and self--

‘,'_§

class revolution to smash class society and lay the only . -

possible basis for the full freedom and equality of
women.

‘The task of bmldmg such a party is, of course, :

very difficult, ind among the most difficult obstacles
which revolutionaries must overcome are thedivisions’
within the working class itself—divisions based on

| race, nationality. and sex—divisions which serve the
heeds of the capitalist class. Only when, in the course

of struggle, these artificial divisions are superseded

by proletarian class consciousness will the working -
class be weldeéd, into a fxghting unit capable of winning

state power and’ establishing a workers state. _
While sexual orientation’ should be a matter of
the class collaboration and

all feminist xdeology-—perpetuate the divisions which.
keep the working class weak and thus- postpone the

emancipation of women,

. The. Socialist Workers P'arty is wrong when it as-
serts that ‘the most consistent feminist is. a socialist!
The most consistent femmist is a "Collective Lesbian

) Internationalf Terror" v
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gne A|pert ‘- o )
TURNCOAT FINDS REF‘UGE
~ IN FEMINISM -

feminist™ “organizations, the fact is (as the Spartacist
League has continually asserted) Marxism and teminism
are *contradictory ‘and niutually exclusive world views.
That feminism often takes the form in practice of ‘anti- |
communism ‘is. attested to by the frequent 'expuls_ion o

‘the "sisters."
. .The potential of teminism as a cover for re'\ction was
dramatically highlighted recently when Jane Alpert, an
ex-radical who in 1969 was arrested with her boytriend,
Sam’ Melville,. 2 and two others for the .bombing, of eight i
government and corporate ‘buildings, ‘turned herself in.”
It was, she said, her newly-found conviction that "the
left as I kriew it had been destructive to women" which had
persuaded her to surrender According to the New York
.Times (15 November). Alpert has "cooperated fully with
Federa] mvestigators in providing details of her years
as a fugitive. .

-Melville, who was sentenced to. 18 years' imprison- :

bloody - massacre at Attica prison in 1971, While the

‘destructive adventurist tactics which Melville had alleg--
edly pursued. before his arrest, we nevertheless call for

- the bourgeoisie for their leftist views:and actions direct-
ed against the class enemy . .
' Not so Ms. Alpert. Seeking refuge mt.he bosom of tem-
inism, this turncoat has said of the Attica martyrs who
took.a heroic standfor justice against overwhelmingodds
"I will mourn thé 10ss ot 42 male supremacists no longer."
_’I‘he feminist journal Off our backs has reprinted Alpert's |
disgusting reactionary comments without asingle word o
;criticism (After all, that would be unsisterly )Apparent-g
ly Jane Alpert has found a home

q

: Despite the recent proliferationo! so-called "soctallst- -

ment_ for- his role in the bombings, was killed during the |-

the unconditional defense of .those facing repressionby | - .
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27 Septembér 1974
Chicago, Ilhn01s

' Dear Comrades,

-Although the article, "Women, Cﬁltﬁfé and Class
) Society" by Helen Cantor (Women and Revolution No.
6, Summer 1974) does* not discuss surrealism, ‘the .
i caption to the illustration.of a painting by Leonor Fini,
* on page ‘7 -includes a sentence that severely distorts.
the ‘surrealist point of view, I hope you will permit. a\
correction of this error in your publication. -

- First, Leonor Fini is"not a surrealist but only a
"surrealist-mfluenced" painter. Her work is rélated to
-surrealism the same way the work of a "Marxist-

influenced"” bourgeois economist is related to revolu-

- tionary Marxism. In the catalog of the International,
Surrealist Exhibition held' in Milan in 1961, for exs

ample, Fini is described as an ersatz surrealist one,

. of many perpetrators of. cheap, imitations that have
long dominated the "surrealism" collections of gal--

- leries and museums. (The best known of the ersatz

surrealists, - of course, is the ex-surréalist Salvador
"Dali; whose commercial antics and reactionary char-
latanry have confused people about surrealism in much
" *the same way that the monstrous bureaucratism and.’

counter-revolutionary policies of Stalimsm have con-‘

‘ fused people about Marxism.) - = 3
‘Using the work of a pseudo- surrealist as "ev1dence"
makeés it all the easier to misrepresent the actual
. surrealist posmon. The caption beneath. the Fini pic-
ture, -referring  to "the surrealists' glorification of
mysterious, child-like and irrational ‘aspects of-the
human personality,” is completely- false, attributing
‘to the surrealists a view that has nothing-to do with -
. surrealism. ‘Such vulgarization, typical of’ the bour-'
geois and Stalinist press, does not belong in a publi=
‘cation osten51bly inspived. by Marxism and devoted to
'intellectual clanty :
~Surrealism does not at all aim at the glorification
of the "mysterious” or the "irrational " but, on the.
contrary; at.their conquest To undermine and over-
come the irrdtional mystifications embodied in the,
. ideological superstructures of capitalism, itis neces-
sary first to locate them, to externalize . them, ‘to
grasp their roots, their dynamism, their real content..
The expressmn of the submerged fears and longmgs--'
the concrete representation of. desxre—is an essential
- step toward a fuller consc¢iousness, and.a fuller cori-
sciousness,* of course, is an essential step toward
proletarian revolution. The repression of unconscious
phenomena, however—and' an aimless’ glorification
of the "irrational™ can be considered only avariety of -
repression—leads: inevitably to the- -anchoring of the
ind1v1dua1's innermost impulses in the illusions and’
deceptions of the prevailing (i.e. bourgeois) 1deology.
Finally, the fact thatthe article relegates surreal-
ism o a.caption is itself a disturbmg symptom.,-. 1Is it
really possible, in a. revolutionary publication, in 1974
- to write about women, culture and class society w1th-
“out taking into account the contributions gf surrealists,

4

. are,.

and especia.ily of surrealist women, to the critique ‘of

existing institutions and to the elaboration of. revolu- !
tionary perspectives? Succumbing to an essentiallyi

mechanistic methodology, Helen Cantor does notseem
to appreciate the dialectical totality of the struggle for
human emancipation. Her one-sidedness ‘leads her to

emphasize the collective at the expense of the individ-
" ual, the social at the expense of the psychological, the

conscious. at the expense of the unconscious, But the
aim of communist revolution is precisely to resolve
these. _contradictions; to creaté a situation in which

'tHe human personality, ema.nmpata from the inhibt=
tions of class society, can attain an éver higher-de=, -

velopment Poetry and painting in which the imagina-~
tion: -leaps ahead of. existing relations contribute
mdispensably to c¢réating this situation. But no advance
can be expected from those who recoil in horror from "
.unveiling the "m ysterious" ‘and the "irrational." As

. Tr_otsky ‘'wrote in Literature and Revolution, human

nature is "hidden -in the ‘deepest and darkest-corner
of thé unconscious.... Is it not self-evident that the.-
-greatest efforts of mvestigative thought and creative
initiative: will be in that- direction?" (University of
‘Michigan: edition, page 255). : Yoy

This, in fact, is'the point of departure of the sur-
realist project. Dreams, the unconscious, love, Humor,
exploration of the "irrational® cannot'be su_rrendered
to the enemy. Surrealism has demonstrated already
that, when -correctly understood; in- the light of .

- materialist dialectics, these mysterious" forces can-

be sxtuated in the serv1ce of the revolutiorn.
N With surrealist greetings,

Penelope Rosemont - :
Arsenal/Surreahst Subversion

N 3
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W&R replzes

"Women, Culture and Class Society was ot in-‘ '

‘tended as art history, still less as a Marxist analysis
of ;political art or- politico-aesthetic movements. We
however, not uninterested in the surrealist
movement., ' As. revolutionary Trotskyists we are’’
drawn with particular interest toward the Study of a

“movement which so firmly identified itself with the.

prmciples of the. Russian Revolution and.which (at
. least one wing of _the movement) refused to identify
‘those principles with Stalin. -

" :Helen Cantor's article was written to address two
mistaken explanations for the-lack of participation by -
‘women in ‘the. development of himan culture: (1). that
-there 1is..some "specml women's culture™ to.bé dis-
‘covered or created, and (2).that women's cultural
--contributionis have been equal to (or greater than)
men's, but simply have been neglected by sex- ~biased
historians. Cantor's . article- demonstrates that both
of. these feminist notions 1mplicit1y ‘deny the historical
oppression of women.

"Cantor argued that women no less than men were

1nev1tably subject to the accumulated cultural in-
fluences of their epoch. The autonomy of art" not-
withstanding, the image of women in art reflects in_
part the special oppression of women and not the'
.géx<of the artist. It was in this regard that the paint--
ac)(’ b
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ing by Leonor Fim was selected for publication by

-Women and Revolution,

" Regarding Fini's credentials as a surrealist we
leave it to the highly articulate several factions of
_surreahsm to determine_for themselves who is and
i8: not ‘an orthodox representatrve of the ‘surrealist

movement. It is true that Leonor Fini did not belong:
to the central core of the .surrealist movement with.

Breton, Eluard, Aragon, Péret, and pictorially with

Ernst and Masson, but she was indeed. influenced by.
the surrealist "point of view" and exhibited with the.

surrealists.
. 'The point nevertheless remains that like Fini the
' surrea.hsts did not transcend, "leap ahead" or de-
mystify the image of the mythlc_ woman. On the con-
trary, they contributed powerfully to that myth, _
.. .Are we to believe that because the surrealists were

preoccupied with dream, chance, automatism and

laughter, they "externalized" the mysterious contents
of the uniconscious while'only "ersatz surrealists"
and other artists glorified it? In fact, allart is deeply
lmmersed in the processes of the unconscious. But
even if one is to credit to some extent the surreal-

ists! special claim to the uncopscious mind, it does -

not. follow that they therefore are not subject to the
same historically developed tendencies which affect
other artists,

What is nnphed in the letter is that the uncon-'

_scious is not just "marvelous” but is also in'some

way eternal and:ahistorical. One.néed merely ques-"

tion the source of repressed material or read Freud-
to put a quick end: to the serious- consideration, of
such-implications.

While the imagination may "leap ahead" it is by no

‘means ‘given that it must leap ahead. Indeed, the world -~

has already witnessed some rather grotesque "leaps
behind." The assumption that any "expression of sub-
merged longings,”. etc., will necegsarily be progres-
sive is profoundly petty-bourgeois. It is the petty-
bourgeoisie, lacking a social base capable of changing
society and politically hostile to "great socialforces,"
whose world view centers on:the individual and his
"self-development. The feéling that -
forces" are crushing and smothering the individual is
typical of the radical petty-bourgeois as well as the
fascist petty-bourgeois who drinks intoxicatingly from
the ‘same fount. While it is true that capitalism
strangles individual potential -developmant and that
socialism will liberate that potential, Marxists dis-
tinguish themselves from these "thinkers" by the
understanding that social, collective existence deter-
mines the individual being and not the other way around.

If it is unfair to the intenfions of the surrealists

to say that they "glorify the mysterious, the child-:
like and irrational aspects of the human personality,”
_it.is:remarkably. naive to imagine that their intention
to conquer such daemons can be realized in class”

society. . This was precisely the surrealist dilemma:
_ it became increasingly clear to them that surreality.

was ‘not some psychological state or metaphysical -

point where the individual unconscious might become

conscious. That point was necessarlly historical a.nd :

possible only in classless society.

The surrealists were fertilized and nounshed by
the lxvmg revolutionary movement. In the 1920'8 the
‘Communist Party received their support, and be-

"great ‘social -

_ 7.

join' the party. The surrealist movdment existed in
the twenties and early thirties as'an artistic analogue
of the great social upheavals of that period.

‘With the consolidation of Stalinism in the mid-
th1rt1es -however, " surrealism as a movement was.
foreclosed. The :Stalinist bureaucrats ‘were hostile to
any 'subversive gesture mcludmg surreahsm._Bre—
‘ton's .collaboration with Trotsky ‘against Stalinism
was in the interest of freedom for all artistic activity
and not specifically for the revival of surrealism,

It must be said then to the contemporary curators
" of the surrealist’ museum that the .next wave of
international revolutxon will'stir up its own turbulent
currents of art'and politics. The revolution will once-
again create its artistic analogue which will dig deep
into - the unconscious.for the- 1magmat1ve material
‘connected to the living struggle.

But today the revolution is dammedup by the crisis
of revolutionary leadership. And no amount of talk
about making the unconscious conscious or about
the glorious mobihzatlon agdinst repression can make
it happen. Such verbal wish-dreams are closer.to the
world view of Walt Disney than Karl Marx.

' We do not take positions on aesthetic matters.
We oppose the Soviet Union's official "socialist
realism™ because it restricts artistic activity and is
‘used to strangle criticism of the Stalinist bureaucracy,

gmmng with Naville important surx%:.hsts Jegan- to

and not because. many of our members may find °

off1c1al Sov1et art aesthetlcally debased..

We can, however, appropriately expose flambOyant ,

intellectuahsm posing as revolutionary action. For
" instance, it is''only a symptom of the weakness of

_the U.S. left that the- Arsenal group ‘can be taken

fserxously when it suggests to subjective revolution-
aries that they make it the1r life's 'work to be the
pompous guardians of surreahst pur1ty '

. ‘The necessity. for the immediate’ construction of
the vanguard party as a living organism overwhelms
the neat schema shot from the pop-gunof the Arsenal.
The  article by Cantor clarifies important questions
‘on the left, part of the process of building such-a party.
The Rosemont letter sees the article through a lens
precisely ground to keep a high focus onthe parochial
aesthetic interests of petty-bourgeois intellectuals.

_ Finally as 'you surrealists know, there is a world
to win. So get out of the publishing busmess, leave
the classrooms, leave Marcuse, leave the Telos con-
ferentes! Until the problem of hunger (i.e., of the op-
pression and exploitation of mankind by caprtahsm),
is resolved by the destruction- of the capitalist system,

- the liberation of mankind from psychological and

sexual repressmn is 1mpossmle n-
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Brookside.....

contract‘_wh‘ich has covered UMWA's mines since 19’{-1',_.‘“
-when it was negotiated by Tony Boyle. Limited as'the -~
. benefits provided by this agreement were, it was too-

.-much for Duke Power, the largést electricpower com-"
pany in-the Southeast and-third largest coal consumer
‘in the country with assets: of . $2.5 blllxon and posted‘
1973 profits .of $90 million, !

.During’ negotxations the company insxsted that any
.contract it signed had to contain a no-strike provision,
-Furthermore it demanded deletion of the fundamental_

contract clause that all mining and coal preparation

wds ‘to be: performed by UMWA miners. Promotion.
- wWas to be baged. on ablhty -as opposed to semonty.‘

‘z
2
;

Brookside women in Harlun Jail, UNITED MINEWORKERS JOURNAL

and a 50 cents per. ton royalty to the~we1fare and re-

~ tirement fund, as opposed to 75 cents then provided by.

UMWA contract ;was more than enough for miners,
in the company's opinion.

Duke Power refused to budge, and at the end of. )
July the Brookside miners struck. Judge. Byrd.Hogg

of Letcher County, a former coal operator, issuéd an
injunction limiting the number of picketers at any mine
" entrance to three. Brookside women speak bitterly of
the experiences of their husbands onpicket duty, Scabs’

_had a heyday crossing the picket line, cursing: and-

spittmg on the plcketei-s and waving their paychecks
‘in their faces, Finally, as one woman put it, "After
‘him workmg so hard in that mine for so. little, watch-

-down by their numbers,

ing some: scab come in to take his ]ob when he fought

~“for something better was more than I could take."

- One day the Brookside women decided to gofrom a

-v,demonstration in Harlan to the scene of the action
" where they could be most effective. From thenon they
- manned plcket ‘lines’ at’ Brookside. They organized

themselves into the Brookside Women's Club to act

-primarily as a strike support committee., Though such
;~activ1t1es by women are not unprecedented this is
_probably the first time women have undertaken such
“initfative in the mining industry.

~There is little press coverage of the Brookside

.strike that fails to mention the BI‘OOkSlde Womeén' s

Club. The effectiveness of the efforts of the women

- . on:the picket line earned them a well- deserved repu=

tation for courage’'and m1htancy Brookside was shut
"persuasiveness” and untiring
perseverence. They threw themselves in front of the.

. .cars ‘of the scabs to stop them, They beat them with
-onesinch tree branches. At least one-state trooper.
-~ humbers among their casualties. The stories of- ‘their
‘encounters with scabs, operators-and the compames'
'"law enforcers"”
.folklore of the region,

and thugs have become part of-. the'

. Norman Yarborough s name“has become ‘a dirty

'word in the Harlan County mining community and be- °

yond over the course of 13 long months. Duke Powerun-

» derstandably came to represent. more than a giant

absentee monopoly-capitalist corporation—an imper-

- gonal force somehow coldly and imperiously determin=

ing the course and quality of their lives from distant

- urban offices. The policies ‘of Duke Power and East-- - .

over Mining were determined and implemented by
human beings whose greed, dishonesty and’ contempt

for working people could be observed firsthand, most-

directly in the person of Norman Yarborough. One of
the ‘women who spent a night in the Harlan jail whe_re
"Yardbird" had strikers sentdescribed how she stayed

.up-all night rather than sleep among the cockroaches,

which she T"hates- almost as 'much 'as Norm'an

. Yarborough."

‘The Eastover president entered h1s office each day

under heavy guard. To occupy the time on the picket
line the- women plotted various means of "getting their
"hands .on him to-knock some sense into his head." At
one point they taunted him to come outside in orderto
‘discuss- the possibility of their employment at the

Brookside mine as soon as the UMWA contract was

- signed. As. Yarborough cautiously peeked around the -

door, of his office, each in turn made her pitch as to
her qualifications and abilities~her physical strength,
experiencé and kriowledge of machinery and mining
methods. Needless to say he was far from enticed by
their ‘'modest proposal. He was later horrified to dis-

" cover that the women "forever milling around and act-
‘ing crazy out there," were not totally unserious in

their ambition: with the end of the strike several fa-
miliar female faces appeared in his office to request

. employment applications. According toreports, though-
- he appeared relieved todiscovertheir business, acer- -

tain exasperation was apparent in his expression.

The Duke Power Company has notoriously discrim- -

inatory employment practices, victimizing blacks as
well as women, and has lost several law suits-in this

.'regard The coal industry has hired women as under-
ground miners smce December 1973, when the f1rst -
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two went to work in Jenkms Kentucky Since then sev-
* eral dozen have been hired in Kentucky, Pennsylvania
and Ohio. The reaction to women inthe mines, as well

as to women on the picket lines has been m1xed 'I‘h_e ‘

argument that "the mines are too dangerous for wom-
en" tends to‘be putforward infrequently and sometimes’

sheepishly, given the obvious fact that danger déesn't
discriminzte. More commonly, opposition towomenin -

the mines comes from miners' wives concerned to
“prevent hanky panky in the mines."”

Increasing integration of women in the industrial ‘

work force tends to allay such fears. The real inter-
ests of womeri and all workers are promoted by such

integration. Not only are woraen thus able to make a.

‘better living, but. working csuside the home in social
production increases social and political conscipus-
.ness. Women have.significantly contributed to labor's
struggles historically, having been in the forefront of
many class battles. The unity of the labor movement
and thus its strength is'greatly enhanced‘by breaking
down' the divisions created by women's forced exclu-
sion from many areas of productive labor. Equal pay
for equal work and equal access to training programs:

and all job ‘categories are a fundamental democratic

right of all workers, regardless of sex or race.

Companies Use Terror Tactics

The women 1nvolved in the Brookside str1ke laugh

as they recount thelr experiences, but they also point

out that many events . they laugh over now were: ‘far
from funny at the time. The strike was a gruelmg
experience, won at great expense. It was not simply

a. matter of long and late hours on the pickef line,

foul weather or the fatigue of the pace of fund raising .

efforts, but of fending off attacks of the companies

“which ranged from harassment, arrest and prosecu-
tion-to the most ‘brutal terrorization of strlkers and
‘their families by hired gun thugs. -

Strike supporters were repeatedly and arb1trarily

~arrested during the course of the strike. In October
"1973 sixteen plcketers were arrested following an

incident on the picket line on charges of violating the

.court order limiting the number of picketers. Ina stu-
. pid attempt at intimidation seven women were arbi-
‘trarily - held for two days in the filthy vermin- and

roach- infested Harlan jail.-Several had to bring their
children with them for lack of ch11d care.

At one point-the women were informed that pro--

ceedings were being initiated to put their children in-

"to foster homes on the grounds that they were unfit

mothers. They replied that "Bloody Harlan" would be
an understatement if this threat were executed. Rather
than intimidating the mirers, this crass maneuverfur-

“ther solidarized them and wonthem greater sympathy,
-even among the petty-bourgeois professionals of Har-

lan proper, many of whom have a. contemptuous atti-

.tude toward the miners. - )
The other event that most effectlvely exposed the -

cynical duplicity of the company and revealed the char-
acter of the SLU was their attempt tobribe two UMWA
strikers to lead a back- to-work movement. The strik-
ers reported the offer to UMWA ‘officials and played
‘along with the SLU officials in order to entrap them
and definitlvely document the dirty deal. On two occa-

contznued on next page
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sions Carl Noe and Ron Curtis received partial pay-.
ment from SLU officials near the Harlan airport. They
were wired to record the. transaction, and a photo—' '

graphic record was shot by a hidden photographer,
proving beyond any reasonable doubt’ company/SLU
collusion. To the dismay of many strikers, the pro-
visions 6f the settlement negotiated by the UMWA na-
"tional leadership to end the strike included the con-
cession that the charges before the NLRB against
Duke Power and.the SLU would be dropped in return
for company amnesty for fired strikers.

- The Brookside mine stayed closed for eleven

" months. Last July the center of activity moved to Duke
Power's nearby Highsplint mine. Given the unreliable

'sympathies of some local police, state troopers were
sent in by Governor Wendell Ford to herd scabs -

through the’ picket lines. Though the supply of coal to

Duke ‘Power was not cut off, the normal three shifts -
per day were: reduced to one. A machine gun was sta-".

tioned in the company office, and on atleast-one occa-
sion the picketers were forced to dive for cover as

..machine gun fire- flew over their heads for fifteen-

mmutes. .

- The strategic situation ‘at Highsplint made the mass
. picketing tactic difficult, andfew of the womenwhohad,

closed down Brookside participated. Between thé gun
thugs and-state troopers, who escorted the scabs into

the mine with drawn’ guns, 'strikers picketed under:

constant extreme physical ‘danger. Several pxcketers

were shot, beaten and arrested One ‘of them, 66- -year-

. - . . N

WOMEN ANp Rr-;'yoi.uz.!gu

. old Minard Turner, retUrned to the picket line after
,two days, despite the bullet still lodged in his chest.:

:'The strikers were- enraged over Governor. Ford's:
use of state troopers. Arnold Miller, who.doles out

support - from  the : union's political acétion fund.
.(COMPAC) to Democratic "friends of Iabor," suggest-
- ed that Ford, who ran this fallfor U.S. Senator against -

,Mar],gwe Cook, was behaving in an "unfriendly” man-
strikebreakmg. Miller met with Ford and, lo
ehold, the strikebreaking turned out to be all a
istake"—the result. of -a "misunderstanding —and
:th )’ state troopers were for the moment called off.”

.'But Wendell Ford had not had ‘a change of heart

a ‘capitalist politician he is by definition astrikebreak-
-er. Arnold Miller's support to Democratic "friends of
labor" puts him in’ a political -alliahce- with these

. strikebreakers and their capitalist bosses Who contyol
- both the Democratic -and* Repubhcan parties,
',stock and barrel.’ Workers need their qwn'’ poutical

party The UMWA, like ‘other unions, needs leaders
.that will fight for the political independence”_'of the
working class and build a labor, party:based on thie
trade unions to fight for a workers: governmé

Finally, Highsplint foreman “Billy: Carroll Bruner

shotand killed 23-year-old Lawrence Jones: Evenas °

he lay dying in. the” hospital ‘four. days after he was
_shot the strike settlement was being.drawnup in spe-
cial negotiating sessions. A combination of factors

* had made any other course but surrender suicidal for
Duke Power. Not least’ among these was _the fact that 4

the:"mistake™ was. merely that the timing was momen- '
- tarily inopportune for such blatant strikebreaking As

ock,_
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‘a number of strikers had taken all the abuse they were‘ :

going to take. It.was to grim and angry minersy pre-

pared to defend their riumbers with anyforce necessary . -

—to answer kind with kind—that the" settlement anx
nouncement arrived in the pre- -dawn hours. . -

- 'The women, too, had had enough. Many families had
been forced to’ sleep on the floor for some time in or-

"Armold Miller and Brookside Women's Club repre-

sentative at July 21 rally,

der to avoid bullets fired mto their homes by cruismg. :
night riders; the home of UMW A local president Mickey
Messer was riddled with more than 100 rounds of am=-._~
mumtion on‘August 8. 'Norman Yarborough hadframedf
S up picketers in- court the miners* children had been .
~harassed by anti-union elements, and their teachersi_ L
.had ripped UMWA buttons off students wearmg them

and had penahzed them grade-wise.

Several families living in company housmg hadv .

fought off eviction' attempts by Eastover by mobilizing
.supporters to -carry their belongings back in as the

‘company carried them out. Most of the famxhes forced:
-t0 live in company housmg by a serious housing short-

.age in the area; as well as by their financial circum-
stances, lack indoor plumbing, and.the water which
they fetch from outdoors is infected with: fecalbacteria

six times the "safe" level. The water tastes bad andf, ‘

makes their chlldren s1ck N

LI

UMWA Shuts Down the Mmes . o .H

“The decisxve step that finally brought the company ' .
to terms after 13 months was the national UMWA lead- * -

ership s mobilization of the ‘entire 120,000 members

-of the union to shut down its approx1mate1y 1200 mines .

nationally in afive- -day "memorial period” begmning

August 18, UMWA mines- produce about 70 percent ot o ' ' " :

the nation' s total. :

After d great'deal of expense and adverse publici
incluiding that resulting from the UMWA' sparticip‘ 10,
in campaigns to defeat Duke Power's requested ate
increases in. North  and South Carolma and to Gn
mine its capital availability among stockholders T
Power settled for terms offered it 13 months before.

The UMWA leadership could‘ ‘have won the strike in.

/

short order and organized all non-union: mmes in the

" process by 1mme|d1ately mobilizing the union's ranks
to shut down the entire coal industry in a national

strike,

‘Miller and other national of.ficers made several' '
] trips to Harlan during the course of the.strike. Hear-
" .ings were held in March by a panel of mvestigators"

headed by Willard Wirtz to weigh the relative merits
of the two sides in.the controversy. Trips to Washing-

ton’ were orgamzed whereby supporters of the miners

could implore -their-.Congressmen to do something
about the situation. Not surprisingly, as one enlight-
ened part1c1pant put it, "they ran out the back door as

we walked in the front."
. " Much of the' UMWA national leadership's rhetoric .
- ‘was devoted to its determination to organize the un-
‘organized—specifically .to bring the UMWA back to-
. eastern Kentucky Harlan County was to- be the first

step in this process. This impressed the miners of

Harlan County, ‘as- well as did the strike benefits pro-
Yided, which seemed fantastic by comparison with

UMWA standards under the. Boyle regime. The new

"democratic,” "militant” UMWA leadership has, how-
ever, demonstrated that, though (so far)lessvenaland - .
perhaps less inclined to resolve internal power strig-
gles. by murdering -its opposition, its. policies will not -~

ultimately protect’ the miners' intere'sts any‘ better
than its predecessors' did.

.The reason is s1mp1e The needs ofminers notably ‘
: vsafety ‘and job security, canbe secured only through

class struggle not limited to the confines of capitalism

“.and" capitalist "law and'order." Just as the CIO's "il-
‘legal" organizing battles. during the 1930's involved )
immense social struggles, so will organizing the un- .

. 'organized today: It cannot be done piecemeal, isolated
.- ‘area by isolated -area, but only by united action of the
.- -entire labor movement. The faét that even inthe wake -
.df the Brookside victory the company/SLU was recent-" -

Ly :able to. win ‘the Highsphnt election illustrates the
point "Not - only do. many .miners’ report :that the

R ‘ '. ccmtzgued on next page
. R R :
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company/s LU paid for its votes but managementvoted
in the election. Regardless of whether and whena new.
election is held, such tacti¢s. oﬁ the bosses can under-

mine and, and if allowed to continue defeat an organ-
izingdrive. - Uy .

Arnold Mlller Contams the Struggle al

. Despite his democratic "innovations" like iocal

election of officers as opposed to their appointment )

by the national office; contract ratification by the mem-
bership, and an end to voting, rights for pensioners,
Arnold. Miller's program is not one of class struggle,
but of maintaining capitalism, He was not ushered in-
to power in the UMWA by Nixon's Labor Department

in 1972 in order to fight the bosses and capitalism; but

to keep the 1id on struggle. Though he claims to favor
the right to strike over safety and local grievancas he
has campaigned against the numerous wildcats that
have taken place in-the last couple odyears (more than
in''any other industry) insisting that Boyle's rotten

--contract, which authorized the continued endangerment

-of miners, was more sacrosanct than workers' lives.

A loyal Demiocrat whohas runfor office in'his-homeé

state. of West Virginia, Arnold Miller became the can-
didate of the "Miners for Democracy® (MFD)for UMW A
president after Jock Yablonski, a former Boyle lieu-

tenant, was murdered on orders from Tony Boyle. He

was -elected in a Labor Department-administered elec-
tion‘-re-run in 1972, (See "Labor Department Wins

Mine Workers' Election, Workers. Vanguard No. . 17

March 1973,) :

- The issues. which lad to the MFD opposition and the
events by which Boyle brought- about his own downfall
were health and safety, the goal of the mirers being

mine-safety legislation and compensationforthe chron-

fc occupational disease of miners which claims the
lives- of 3,000-4,000 per year—black lung disease.
Though many miners have not forgotten the lessons

. .of past experiences with the federal government, its
courts and its troops, and therefore know that all are

tools of the companies, Arnold Miller—instead of at-
tempting to reform the union from within, to oust the

. corrupt Boyle machine by mobilizing the rank andfile

to take the union’ into their own hands in order to fight
for their interests against the companies—sued the
union and brought the government into its internal af-

- fairs. The UMWA was put into virtual receivership by

the Labor Department during its "investigation.”"
The government's real concern is not to "cleanup”

"the unions, but to wreck them in order that the capi-
- talists it serves are freed to increase their exploita-

tion of the workers.- The notion that Nixoh or Ford is
concerned about democracy and corruption is ludi-
crous. Miners organized to do so are perfectly cap-

able of getting rid of rotten union bureaucrats without - ‘

any- help from the bosses' government, as the history

of the UMWA demonstrates. The question is whether -
their lot will be any better if they do. If one labor.
taker simply replaces another not much has changed. .

- Though when compared to Tony Boyle,” Miller may
look like the epitome of reform, and regardless of per-.

‘UMWA local presidentMickeyMesser points out
bullet fired by Highsplint thug hit his truck.

N

UTION

where B




AUTUMN 1974

sonal character or intent, the disservice he has done
the trade-union movement in opening wider the door
to government intervention in the unions is enormous.
The principle of the’ mdependence of the trade uhions

from the state is fundamental, and every attempt to

undermme it and ‘establish a precedent tothe contrary

isa dangerous betrayal.

-As W&R goes to press Miller is in the process of
negotiating a new national UMWA contract the first

since he has been in office. The old contract expires -

November 12 and the miners' "no-contract-no-work"

.tradlhon makes at least ashort token strike. 1nev1table. '

The! ‘provisions 'of the settlement of the Brookside _

strike against Duke Power included the exemptxon of

~ Brookside from participation in a national miners’

strike - with expiration of the contract. Though weary
from their thirteen months' battle, the mining popula-
tion around Brookside appears dlsmclmed to continue
producmg coal while fellow workers aré .on strike.
Miller may well find his "compromise” -with Duke

‘Power: meaningless if even one miner from anywhere

d’et:ides to .picket at Brookside. Crossing plcket lines

15 icorrectly consxdered scabbmg there.

\

Decline of the Brookside Women's Club
‘The Brooksxde Women's Club, though formally res-

urrected undér "newleadership,” in fact ceasedtoex-

ist as originally constituted some time after Brookside
was closed down. The original core of Brookside wom-
en walked out, with the Maoist October League (OL)
agserting in the Call that asplit had developed between
those who felt that-the club should concern itself only
with Brookside and those who ‘sought to broaden 1ts

- 8phere of political struggle. The facts remain in dis-

pute. When Brookside representatives did seek to in-

‘volve themselves in the larger labor movement, how-

ever, by addressmg the first national conference of the

-Coalition of 'Labor Union Women (CLUW), they were

denied entry. on the grounds that they were not union

members. And the opportumst oL, whxch could not.
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central leadership of CLUW, kept silent, :
Some of the Brookside Women speak with a hint of

nostalgia of their days on the picket line. They regret

the demise of their club and would like to reconstruct
an on-going organization to do strike-support ‘work
where needed and to generally aid the UMWA organ-
izing drive in eastern Kentucky. They would like to,
maintain the solidarity and community with their fel-

“low workers, -the broadened. horizons, bred of their -

collective effort for a cause they strongly believe in
—trade unionism, a decent life for working people—

State troopers at Highsplmt

f._the source of. the’ d1gn1ty and respect to which "thos€
. 'who make society's wheels. turn" are entitled.

But despite its members' dedicationtotrade union-

tsm and their personal heroism, an organization like -

the . Brookside Womeri's "Club is necessarily hmxted
from the outset. While it was able to organize short-

- 'term strike support, without a revolutionary program

and the political leadership .of a Leninist party it could

.go no further toward the achievement of the broader
_.8ocial goals necessary for- lastmg vxctory

Such a victory for the miners of "Bloody Harlan".
will require a struggle which will begin with the for-
mation. of opposition caucuses in the UMWA to oust
the traitorous bureaucrats: who control the union and .
replace them with a class- struggle leadership dedi-,

‘cated to fight for a workers government; it will cul-
. minate in the uprising of. all sectors of the workmg
class solidly united under the revolutionary leader-.
-ship of a disciplined vanguard party to smashthe rule

of capital and begin the construction of a socialist
society. Such a struggle cannot succeed without the
active intervention of masses of working women and
the wives of working men. We have every confidence
that this fighting’ proletariat will include within its
ranks women who are veterans of the Harlan County

: battles. ]

.
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Women Fight for UMWA in Harlan County

BrookS|de Orgamzed After?
13-Month Strike

HARLAN, November 8—After thirteen months onstrike
the miners of Brookside, Kentucky, scored a victory
when Duke Power Company and its subsidiary, East-
over Mining Company, agreed to accept the national -
contract of the United Mine Workers ‘of America
(UMWA) on August- 29. A long and tough class battle
has been fought to bring the UMWA back to Harlan
County, and. the job is only begun. One thing everyone
involved agrees -on, including Norman Yarborough,
pre31dent of Eastover, is that the women of Brookside
were key to the miners' victory.

Union-busting is a tradition inthis southeast corner
of Kentucky. Harlan County earned the byname it car-

-ries to this day—"Bloody Harlan"—in the organizing
‘battles of 1931-32 during which three thousand men
were blacklisted in the area. On 5 May 1931 the Battle -

of Evarts took place in which anundetermined number

of men, including three deputies, died.  As a result 34 -
miners were charged with murder, and 100 more were -

arrested on charges of "criminal syndicalism."

Among the numerous pensioners who reside in
Evarts, just. a few miles up from Brookside on High-
way .38, and the other mining villages in the hollows
along the Cumberland River, many vividly remember
these battlés and are moére than willing to recount the
events in dramatic and articulate detail. They remem-
ber well because then, perhaps even more than now,
the issue was one'of survival.

The headaches.. of Norman Yarborough and Carl

" Horn, president of Duke Power Company, based in

Charlotte, North Carolina, began at the end.of June
1973 whenminers at Eastover's Brookside and Bailey's
Creek mines voted to recognize the UMWA as their

" bargaining representative by a vote of 113-55. For

three years, since Duke Power had bought the mines,
they had involuntarily been represented by the
company-created Southern’ Labor Union (SLU), whose
"sweetheart" contract had expired. The entire purpose
of this "union" is to prevent unionization of the mines
in the area. Workers were fired according to company
whim under the SLU contract.

- 'Safety condijtions were abominable. In’ 1971 the’

Brookside mine had  a disabling injury rate three times
the national average; in 1972 its rate was twice the
national average. Welfare and retirement benefits, as

important to the miners and their families as wages,

were virtually non-existent.
The Brookside women all tell the same story of

doctors, clinics and hospitals réjecting the SLU med--
ical card as a scrap of paper from which they would
never collect their fees. On occasion, when the medi-.
cal cards were accepted, the womenwhohadused them. -
found themselves pursued by collection agencies..

Even now in Harlan the campaign waged by the com-
panies against the UMWA retains crusade proportions.
Every few minutes the local radio station broadcasts
spot announeements sponsored by the company front,
"KIN, Inc." (Keep Informed Neighbor), denouncing the:
UMWA as an enemy of working people. In response tov
KIN, Inc.'s broadcasts and newspaper ads the presi-

-dent of the local Boosters.Club has offered a $5,000

reward to anyone who can produce three miners on
SLU pensmn, A safe bet.

-Duke Power Refuses to Negohate

‘In provocatlve defiance of the workers .vote Duke:

_Power refused to sign the standard national UMWA-

continued on page 18 .



