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Bob Marley:
A Voice
of the Masses

By PAUL BENJAMIN

Ronald Reagan, \he darling of the
U.8. ruling class, ‘same Into office
declaring that the great evil in U.S.
- gociety was “too much government,”
.. and he pledged to get the government
off the backs of the people.

Indeed, in his first few months as
president, Reagan has worked tirelessly
to get the government off people’s
backs—some peo Ieks backs, that is.

See page 2

Why Workers

Should Oppose
Gun Con ,grol

See page 8
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EN Such glorious freedom is not without
its *

_— rice, -however. Ronald Reagan
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means emanclpag rig the caplitalists
from government agencies and laws
that deal with cases of racial and sexual
discrimination, or that ban corporate
dirty-dealings.

doesn’t like to-talk about that part of it.
But the truth is that less goverrnment
and more freedom for the capitalists
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Bl militants burmn South African flag during May 25 rally at the
Witwatersrand.
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Less Rights, IV

Less government, aé&ording to Reagan, :

's‘, from regu-

means. . .more government and less
freedom for us. For if the capitalists are
to be “free" to exploit workers and op-
pressed people here and around the
world at will, we in turn cannot be free
to fight back. So while Reagan spouts
his libertarian rhetoric, he and the U.S.
ruling class are moving to vastly
increase the military and the repressive
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apparatus. And they are beginning to
strip away many of the civil liberties and
rights that working people and op-
pressed ‘groups won through years of
hard struggle.

For openers, the FBI, CIA and other
government agencies are being given a
virtually free hand to spy on and harass

(Continued on page 8)

Apartheid Celebrations Disrupted

By WILLIAM FALK

TRousands of Black and mixed-race

- ‘workers and students in South Africa

(Azania) marched, boycotted, struck
and demonstrated this past May, upset-
ting the plans of the white ruling class
for a week of triumphant celebration of
apartheid rule.

The occasion for the planned festivi-
ties—and protests—was the 20th anni-
versary of Republic Day.- On May 31,

1961, the whites took South Africa out

of the British “Commonweaith,” an act
widely regarded as the capstone in-the
construction of the apartheid regime.
In the first three days of Republic
Day Week 1981, activists of the African
National Congress bombed two railroad

lines, a power line, a'police station and -

an army recruiting office.’

wa xsz2

But even more important were . the
dozens of mass actions held during the
week, involving thousands of people.

Among these were the following:

May &5—Several hundred students at

the mostly white University -of Wit-
watersrand in Johannesburg hold an
anti-Republic_Day rally, during which
Black students burn the South African
flag.
. May 26— At Fort Hare University, the
fargest university in South Africa for
Black students, the more than 2500
students go out on strike.

May 29—At a high school for mixed-
race students just outside Johannes-
burg, students barricade themselves in
a building and go on a hunger strike to
protest the whites’ holiday..

June 1—200 Black students from the

(Continued oh page 11)
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The following articie on reg-
gae star Bob Marley, who died
May 11, is reprinted from the
May 27-June 26 issue of For-
ward. The Forward is the news-
paper of * the Revolutionary
Marxist League “of:Jamaica,
sister organization of the RSL.

By JON THOMAS . — -

_Robert Nesta (Bob) Marley,
the undisputed master of reg-
gae music who died fast Mon-
day-at age 36, has now been laid
to rest. His tragic death of can-
cer called forth an %y‘tpourirgg
of heartfelt grief from the broa

MARLEY:

a voice of the asses

for 18 months for smoking herb
and otherwise repressed the
Black masses and their culiture
which were the wellsprings of
Bob’s music.
- During the early sixties when
Bob’s career was in its baby
' .stage, these reactionary. ele-
ments, who were often also
deeply racist, looked down on

the music of Bob and the

Wailers and other local artistes
as “boogoo-yagga” music,
“yard bwoy” music, “gardener
" bwoy”:music. In those times,
‘the only ‘{place .you could hear
‘ Wallers’ music flow was in the
nce halls of Kingston’s ghet-

tays
ours translatin
N a

explanations, which are difficult
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auto accident last November
f the RSL's’ sister organiza-

tionary Marxist League, the
i ered the loss of two true

in Chicago on May 20 by
‘In tribute to Comrade
ols Aarons (Zimmerman)
ons. to_this fund will be used
»ok on state capitalism and
vorking on for several years.
ing a contribution should
ffice. ‘ ’

Jailhouse keep empty
Rudie get stealthy
Baton stick get shorter
Rudie get taller
Can’t fight against
the youth now
" Dem a wild, wild rudie.

(Jailhouse Keep Empty, Bob
Marley and the Wailers)

Music which echoed the early
rebellion of oppressed ghetto
youths, their bitter hatred of
the capitalist state forces
(Babylon), and their determina-
tion that their spirit would not
be crushed by the grinding
poverty and hopelessness to
which neo-colonial Jamaiean
capitalism sought to condemn
them.

Robert Nesta Marley was
able to accurately, militantly
and greatively reflect these sen-
timents because he was a son
of the oppressed masses of the
ghettoes. He drew his inspira-
om these masses and, in
s music reflected the
g of these masses as
" their powerful, long
trivings for liberation.
rley was able to do this
X i@ astly was the mark of his

.matured and developed.
the rude boy music of the
‘through the anti-colon-

ion, two albums which

) the Upsetters band. Up to
the latest period of his asso-
ciation with Chris Blackwell of
Island Records, the monopoly
capitalist in reggae music
today. P
hroughout, music

Bob’s

- Wwas motivated by a conscious-
" ness of the fact that oppressed

people have to struggle by all
means necessary if we are to
win freedom. Thus, in one song
he urged the masses to “Get
up, stand up; Stand up for your
rights.” In “War” he empha-

. sized that there would be no

peace until there is equal rights

+ and justice for all irrespective

sof race. In “Redemption Song,”

. another classic track, from the .

Uprising albug, he told us
correctly that we have to free
our consciousness from back-

ward ideology before we can -

free ourselves from the shack-
les of wage slavery. In any
event, - “no hands can free us
but our own.”

To the end, Bob solidarized
fully with the liberation strug-
gles in Southern Africa and

recognized that armed strug-

gle, revolutionary struggie was
needed to smash apartheid and
colonialism and win rights and
justice for the oppressed Black
masses. More than all other Ja-

. maican singers and players of

instruments, Robert Nesta Mar-
- ley. gave voice to certain of the

with Lee “Scratch” Perry -

most advanced elements of
worldwide human culture.

Yet, at the same time Bob’s
music and personal outlook re-
flected much of the backward,
religious elements of mass
consciousness. He articulated
the struggle element of Rasta-
farianism but he also gave
voice to the backward tendency
of Rastafarianism and all other
religious outiooks to search
outside of human effort for

rather than live as slaves.
Struggle by Nanny, Cudjoe,
Sam Sharpe and other freedom
fighters in Jamaica and eise-
where to crush the inhuman
institution of chattel slavery.

Bob supported the African-

liberation struggles and vyet
worshipped the feudal dictator
Selassie. When Selassie was
overthrown and died shortly
after—an event which could
hardly have saddened the Ethi-
opian masses—Bob pro-
claimed: Jah lives!

Such were the sharp contra-
dictions that were manifested
in Bob’s music, reflecting the
contradictions of pdpular con-
sciousness. On the one hand,
very advanced ideas; on the
other, the most backward, su-

fl'o Our Readers

As you may have noticed, this
smaller than usual—12 pages in

issue of the Torch/La Antorcha is
English and four In Spanish. We

have made this cut for one month only, due to the extensive
resources needed for our upcoming national convention and the
death of Comrade Lois Aarons (see below). We would also like to
remind our readers that we are taking the month of Juiy off—so

the next Torch/La Antorcha will

be the August 15-September 14

issue. It will be out on August 15, with our usual 24 pages. See

you then.

some supernatural force for
personal and collective salva-
tion. If only we can freeyou,
minds how come we need to
relate to Jah or any other idea
of God?

Besides, it wasn't the hand
of any Almighty that enabled
the Black masses, descendants
of African slaves to forward
triumphantly in this time. It was
struggle. Struggle by our an-
cestors in Africa who fought
the white slavers and’ their
Black henchmen to the death
rather than be sold into slavery.
Struggle by others of our an-
cestors who jumped overboard
the slave ships in the Middle
Passage, taking their own lives,

perstitious tendencies,

It is these contradictions
which have to be solved by
“that section of the new gener-
ation of Jamaica’'s performing
artistes and cultural workers
who will bring about the build-
ing of a truly revolutionary
cultural movement, deeply
rooted in the working class and
fully committed to the self-
emancipation of that class.”
(RML Tribute to Bob.)

They can only be solved by a
break with religious ideas, the
adoption of communist ideol-
ogy and struggle for a revolu-
tionary communist workers’
party and a government of
workérs and small farmers. (.
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By a POSTAL WORKER
CORRESPONDENT

Rank and file postal workers
face their toughest struggle in a
generation this year as con-
tracts covering 600,000 workers
in four unions expire on July
21. Postal service management
is demanding an end to postal
workers’ uncapped cost-of-
living allowance (COLA), weak-
ened job security, and a long
list of other givebacks. The
unions are simply trying to hold
the line. In addition, many rank
and file workers are fighting fgr
better health and safety condi-
tions, an end to forced over-
time, and -amnesty for the 119:
workers still fired from the 1978
contract struggle.

This year’s contract battle
will be ,no ordinary fight. The

. feason” is that the capitalist

economic system is in a se-
rious crisis, and the -ruling
class that runs it is trying to
‘make the workers pay. As part
of this, Reagan and Congress
have cut the post office sub-
sidy by over $600 million over
the next three years. ’

Terrible
safety record

What has this meant to
workers in the post office?
First, despite the COLA, wages
have not kept up with inflation
in the three years since the last
-contract. Second, working con-
ditions (and health and safety)
in the post office have gotten
miserable. In 1979,-postal work--

ers “suffered 57,672 on-thé-job -

injuries. This.was one of the
worst safety records “in. -the
federal government dnd . more
than twice .as bad as private
industry. Also, harassment has

" increased: tremendously. -For:-

dxample, in a ‘letter to- ‘the
Torch/La Antorcha in-April, a'
New York postal worker de-

scribed how management . has-
been preventing people- from

talking;. fistening " to" tadlos,
“f stegping off the. floor to go
to the bathroomt, and in general
has created a con¢entration
camp atmosphere._Finally, the
ruling class wants to slash

thousands of postal jobs over -

New York postal workers protest 1978 contract sellout.

" that - they - postal

PR

Postal Workers Face Tough Battle

the next few years by intro-
ducing nine-digit ZIP codes and
electronically-fransmitted mail.
These schemed, would elimi-
nate the jobs of.thousands of
workers who now™ move and
sort letters.

For postal customers, things
have been no better. In the past
three years the cost of a first-
class letter has gone from 13
cents to 18 cents, with a further
rise to 20 cents likely. Mean-
while, services have been cut.
In New York, there are no more
collections from apartment
houses on Sundays. In addi-

tion, evening collections have -

been cut. In East Lansing,
Michigan, the postmaster
closed down the inquiry win=
dow where customers come
after work to pick up packages.
The government sees the
postal contract this year as
key. It is the biggest labor
contract to be negotiated in
1981. It is also a pacesetter for
other federal workers at a time
when Reagan is trying to cut
jobs and services. As a result,
Postmaster General Willi

- Bolger has already threatened

firings and arrests of postal
workers who may be forced to
defy the law and go on strike to

~defend their jobs and living

standards. Bolger has also said

-he would subcontract -out mail

delivery to low-wage, private

firms.. Others in the govern-

‘ment have threatened to call in
the army to move the mail, just
as Nixon did in the postal stnke
of 1970.

In addition, as we go to
press, . Bolger is refusing -to
negotiate at all with the unions.’
In April, seizing on the excuse

divided,. he filed:a petition witﬁ'

‘the. National Labor Relations

Board toappoint a-singte union’
to bargam for all postal work-
ers. S

Postal umons

have no sj‘ategy 1o, defend:the
workers. f‘we of the umons, the.
Mallhandlefs Divisien of the

Laborers !ntern’atlonal Umqn of

unions - are

North America (LIUNA), and
the National Rural Letter Car-
riers Association (NRLCA),
have already given up the
struggle altogether. Their presi-
dents, James La Penta and
Dean King, have both an-
nounced that they will not
strike under- any circumstan-
ces. In addition, Lonnie John-
son, vice-president of the Mail-
handlers, has been quoted as
saying that he will order
members to cross picket lines.
La Penta and King are doing
this supposedly to “save jobs”
by “saving” the post office from
bankruptcy caused by a failing
economy and cqngressional
budget cuts. They ‘claim that
the way to “save jobs” is to go
along with the bosses’ plans to
drive workers' living standards
back to depression levels.
The leaderships of the Mall-
handlers and Rural Carriers are
so backward that many militant
workers in those unions are
signing cards to replace them
with the two largest postal
unions, the American Postal

Workers Union (APWU) and the
National Association of Letter
Carrlers (NALC). In April, the
two big unions began a drive to
organize the memberships of
LIUNA and the NRLCA for
themselves.

., The presidents of the APWU
and NALC, Moe Biller and Vin-
cent Sombrotto, began talking
tough late last year. They made
an agreement to bargain jointly
and the APWU reiterated its

" no work.”

official policy of “no contract,
However, for years
both Biller and Sombrotto have
played a game of threatening
blood in the streets and then
doing nothing when push
came to shove. For example,
at contract time in 1978 when
workers in New Jersey and San
Francisco wildcatted against a
lousy settlement, Biller de-
nounced them and Sombrotto
disappeared.

Lately Biller and Sombrotto
have toned down their threats.
Certainly-they have done noth-
ing to organize the rank and file
for a real struggle. For exam-
ple, last November when Som-
brotto was at the New York
Branch 36 meeting, he prom-
ised a strike if management
took away the uncapped COLA.
But by April, his long-time ally
and president of Branch 36, Joe
Giordano, was only talking
generalities about “saving” the
COLA, period. No mention of
any cap, let alone organizing
for a strike. Instead, the NALC
bureaucrats are trying to steer
the membership into a dead-
end legislative strategy. “RE-
MEMBER,” shoMs’ the May
issue of the NALC's Washing-
ton newsletter, “YOU HAVE A
ROLE TO PLAY IN THE CUR-
RENT NEGOTIATIONS! . Your
rolé is to be active in the grass
roots ' lobbying organization
and to actively lobby your Con-
gressman and two Senators.”

The majority of the APWU
leadership is following -the

s Contracts Expire for 600,000

same general approach. In
April, when Bolger announced
he was refusing to bargain, the
APWU National Executive
Board voted down a motion for
a strike vote in response to it.

Hunkering down
no answer

if rank and file postal workers
are going to defend themselves
this year, they will have to
organize independently to plan
their fight. They will need to
build up their cwn organiza-
tions of those who want to
struggle, those who want to
strike, and those who connect
the struggle in the post office
with the capitalist attacks on all
other workers and oppressed
people.

THis won’'t be easy. Many
postal workers are afraid. They
look at the failing economy and
the workers fired in 1978 and
think that if they hunker down
and take a few blows, some-
how everything will be all right.

But the slumping capitalist
economy will drag all workers
down with it unless they fight.
Postal workers should take the
lead In the struggle against the
government and big business
offensive by shutting down the
post office in July. They can
set an example for the rest of
the union movement and all
working class and oppressed
people to follow.[]

PAM Plans Fall Actions

By,ROD MILLER

In an important development,
the People’s Anti-War Mobiliza-
tion (PAM) has issued a call for
a coordinated series of national
protests in the fall against
Reagan’s budget cuts and war
build-up. PAM, the initiator of
the May 3 March on the Penta~
gon, which mobilized tens of
thousands of people to protest
U.S. intervention 'in El Salva-
dor, has™proposed a “National

.'Day :of Resistarice”” in - mid--

October ‘to. “ovézturn Reagan s
poltcies AR

“The administtation with the.

: support of the Democratic Par,

ty, has launcMa monumental

assault an: every progressive

socialprogram won out 6f years

“of struggle.  This parallels .a .
" yhonstrous risé in the military;-
. budget " states the RAM call. It
_ . goes on'to, vfofe ‘that “there is

“give to. the rich. i comes from
sthe: many . millions. of victims™
*who, - just.. beeause tb&y have

“congy eté‘e‘a people’s: plath

. PAM. also notes. that
Congress *is - necess&ry fo

been denied any real represen-
tation in the government, feel
the need to act themselves.”
Significantly, PAM stresses the
importance of mobilizing “the
Black, Latin, Asian, and Native
communities, women'’s groups,
labor, the gay and lesbian
movement, the anti-draft move-
ment, students, people on wel-
fare, progressive religious
forces, the anti-nuclear move-
ment, the disabled, the elderly,
and so on.”

be represented and mobilized
by this united movement.”

« The PAM initiative offers a
valuable focus for building a
militant movement of working
and oppressed people against
the escalating attacks by the
U.S. ruling class. By beginning
now to launch PAM chapters in
cities across the country, -the
movement can gain substantial
momentum over the summer
and ensure that the Reagan ad-
ministration is met with mass-

" ive and well-organized opposi-

The proposed Nati@nal Day of -

Resistance would involve local
and regional demonstrations
across the country, coupled to
a mass protest in’ Washington;

D.C. These protests wouid,be *
preceded. by an “All-Peoples,‘
~Congress,” 10 be held in Defroit .
September 18-20. The purpose. .
- Congr
".Ing to bi Idmomdnﬁgm fw the

of ‘the People’s - Congresa,
cording to PAM, would. be

and ‘plah’ the fall . offens‘i

g t

sure that.every sector of 806l
6 Reagan s, paifcias

tion in the fall. Further, such

‘chapters will make it possible

to avoid. the weaknesses of a

“one-shot natlonal action, pro-

viding a basis and ‘etructure-for
ongg;lng {ocn! ‘organizing, both
beforp _and after the Natlonal -
Day_of Heslstance The pro-
‘posed Septergbet People’s
in addition tohelp-
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| ﬂfganize Con

' Attacks on Lesbians and Gay Men Growing

By FRANK HOPKINS

Gay Pride Day is here once
again! In late June, across the
country, and in many countries
around the world, lesbians and
gay men will ‘be taking to the
streets, marching, chanting

and singing about the need for
gay liberation. So at this time it
is worth looking at where the
struggle for gay rights is at.

gay remarks and trie
voke them ‘while they Were.
eld,. vhite" they

TTORNE'YS for those arrest-

-ed in"the ‘raid state. that the
-charge of obstructing the side-
walk is-only a pretext to harass
people. In New Orleans it is

ar and a2 women’s
were amang those hit in the
ecent _raids.  One bar was
struck twice and the owner was
told by ‘the police that they
would “close him down.” In a
typical'raid a half dozen squad
cars would descend on a bar
and ‘police would order every-
one up against the wall to be
frisked. The police would then
haul off not only people who
had been standing on the side-
-walk, but anyone - unlucky
enough to be -arriving at or
departing from (or even simply -
walking by) the bar. Once at
central lockup, everyone ar-

pro- '

resolution in the House of Rep-
.resentatives, - stating that the
nation will never grant lesbians
and gay men the same clvil
--rights as straight citizens. This
resolution is intended to put a
‘halt to current and future civil
rights legislation for gays.

At the same time, the “Fam-
ily Protection Act” has been
introduced into the Senate’ by
Roger Jepsen, a Republican
from lowa. This bill would
make it illegal for any “entity”
that presents homosexuality as
an acceptable alternative life-
style to receive federal funds.

. But the legal attacks are only ..
the tip of the Iceberg. Beatings

nd-murders of gay people are
on therise, It has gotten so bad
that.e ols.

date, arguing that gays
careful not to do anythin
might offend the g :
People within
the police and city buire
have offered. a. numbe
cuses for the actions
cops. Some have

was_just one or two ‘anti-gay
cops. Others have argued that -
it was all a misunderstanding

was an ‘anti-gay action because
Blacks were arrested aiso! -
BUT the truth is that the raids

were not a departure from the -

norm—rather they are a.more
extreme exarmnple of the oppres-
sion lesbians and gay ‘men
continually face in New Or-
leans. ’

The events foHoWing the ar-

rests have indicated a new will-
ingness on the part of the New

P 0F x5l .
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land, Oregon, where even the
cops describe the problem as
“serious,” both in terms of
numbers and severity of the
attacks. Even straight people
who were just walking by gay
bars have been beaten up. In
the past year, one gay man in
Portland, Richard L. Davidson,
has been killed 'in a beating.
Another gay man was beaten so
badly he ended up with brain
damage and had to have speech
therapy.

Portland is by no means the
only city where the situation
has gotten that extreme. in
Boston, In early May, three gay
men—William Ravenel, John
Wharf and Lawrence Norton—
were stabbed to death. In New
York last year gay people were
machine-gunned on the street;
two Qled, six others weré
wounded. In city after city, vio-
lence against gay people is on
an upswing.

The police, in just about ail

“of these situations, are no kind

help. In fact, the cops are
other threat that lesbians and

men have to deal with (see
ar raids in New

of

ian and gay com-
speak out. Their

been hampered,
y disorganization
natlon of the estab-
leaders to rely on

Orleans below, for example).

The threat to lesbians and
gay men from the far right s
also Increasing. An example is
the electoral campaign of Ger-
ald Carlson of Jonesville, Mich-
igan, a KKK and Nazi affillate
who ran for the House of
Representatives last Novem-
ber. He got 30 percent of the
popular vote with a campaign
that, in part, “explained” that
white men become gay because
white women are “forced” to
put up with sexual advances
from Black men.

Even more openly genocidal
is the statement from a fascist
religious group, the White Peo-
ple's Committee to Restore
God's Laws. They say, . ..we
endorse and seek the execution
of all homosexuals. .. we find
that we must endorse and
support the law of God which
calls for the death penalty to
the f----— slime."”

Movement not
in good shape

While the attacks on the
rights and needs of lesbians
and gay men have incrgased,
however, the gay moveMent

tion of greater legal, social ang
physical attacks on gay peopls
And at the same time, the
movement has been set back,

We say fight back

In order to defend the lives,
rights and needs of lesbijang
and gay men, the movement
needs to be revitdtized. We
need to fight back. But how
should this be done?

First, we belleve the move-
ment needs to go way beyond

the fight for legal changes. Ex- -

perlence has shown that gay
rights bills alone do not change
much of anything. They don't
stop- the beatings and other
anti-gay violence. They don't
end the many forms of discrimi-
nation lesblans and gay men
face. At best, they limit some
discrimination, or make the
discriminatory practices more
subtle. Most Important, they
don’t stop anti-gay bigotry.
And many times, the gay rights
biils are quickly overturned.
We should learn from this,
We should build a movement
that doesn't limit its activities
to fighting for legislation. We
should buifd'a movement that

has been In something of ay fights all the forms that anti-

retreat. Since the March on
Washington for Lesblan and
Gay Rights In 1979, nothing
comparable has happened or
been plarined. By and large, the
militancy, size and frequency
of lesbian and gay male politi-
cal actlivities Is down. In fact,
some organizations are stag-
nating and even falling apart.

In summary, things do not
look very good. While the situa-
tion is not totally bleak, there is..
definite movement in the direc-

gay bigotry takes In this so-
clety. Organizing for. self-de-
fense on the streets, for exam-
ple, is every bit as important as
organizing picket lines for gay
rights bilis. '

Second, we believe the move-
ment needs to address the op-
pression of all gay people. One

of the problems of the move- |

ment (n the past was that by
limiting the struggle to legal

measures mary, many gay peo- -

(Continued on page 12)

ake Back The Night’ Events Held in Detroit

On June 6, 500 people participated In the - . o
econdannual Detroit Take Back The Night
ally and March. The large turnout was

ite”a media blackout by major Detroit
papets, both before and after the ovent.

' ‘year's pérbh, while smaller than Jast
Qa ’s, had a much broader focus and app!:al,'

\ |degced by the enthusiastic response of
egsiglde community we marched through.

™

. The most militant, left-wing section of the

; Erch, including the. Revolutionary Socialist
‘League “contingent, led chants like, “You

' -can’t rape.a .38,” “Take back the night, take
. -back the day; socialist revolution is the only
way” aﬁngi ““Gay and straight, Black and white;
sods‘:ﬁn:ggle, saime fight.” This section alsc:

nts against

ity g he right wing and U.S.

he Take Back Our Lives con
following'day was also a suocegsmog:lz: ‘:38
geqple . registered. Workshops included
“CDmmunity Women Organizing for Change,”
. “Reproductive _Rights: Sterilization Abuse
gnd Abortion Rights” and the RSL workshop:
- “Figh ng the Right-wing Attacks.” )

There were many di

tion to defeat the rig| » and for
Three people who in the 19608
civil rights.and labor struggles talked about

the failures of these movements to produce
long-term changes. This ‘led to much dis--

2 fons and debat

ayoul hgw to survive in the growing repres-
\ . . ) N

A about the tasks: of serious revolu- -
tionaries in ‘the 1980s.-
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tion 9? greater legal, socia) and
physical attacks on gay people,
And at the same time, thé
movement has been set back

We say fight back

In order to defend the lives
rights and needs of lesbians
and gay men, the movement
needs to be revitalized. Wwe
need to fight back. But how
shouid this be done?

First, we believe the move-
ment needs to go way beyond
the ﬁght for legal changes. Ex. -
perience has shown that gay |
rights bills alone do not change
much of anything. They don't
stop the beatings and other
anti-gay violence. They dom't |
end the many forms of discrimi-
nation lesbians and gay men
face. At best, they limit some
discrimination, or make the
discriminatory practices more
subtle. Most important, they
don't stop anti-gay bigotry.
And many times, the gay rights
bitls are quickly overturned.

We should learn from this.
We should build a movement
that doesn’t limit its activities
to fighting for legislation. We
should build a movement that
fights all the forms that anti-
gay bigotry takes in this so-
ciety. Organizing for self-de-
fense on the streets, for exam- |
pie, is-every bit as important as
organizing picket lines for gay
rights bills. )

Second, we believe the move-
ment needs to address the op-
pression of all gay people. One .
of the problems of the move-
ment in the past was that by
limiting the struggle to legal
measurés many, many gay peo-

(Continued on page 12)
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Organize Community Self-Defense!

Black Woman Loses Four
Fingers in Racist Bombing

By ANNE TISANE

On May 15, over 250 con-
cerned and angry Detroiters
packed the courtroom where
preliminary hearings were
opening in the case of three
white men charged with bomb-
ing a Black woman’s home on
the west side of Detroit.

THE DETROIT NAACP had
urged the Black community to
respond to the bombing by
monitoring the hearings. The
people who heeded this call
were serious and persistent
about attending” the hearings,
despite attempts to discour-
age them. On the first day of
the hearings, for example, the
room and time were changed
three times and cops Insisted
on thoroughly searching every-

-~ one entering the courtroom.

The facts . revealed in the
hearing were as follows: On
May 4, 1981, a pipe bomb was
thrown into a house where,,
Cynthia Steel lives with her
father, brother and two child-
ren. When the bomb failed to
explode; ‘Stesl tried 'to-'defuse
it, but it went off in her hand.
The blast tore off two fingers of
her right hand; two others were
so mangled that they later had
to be amputated. The next day
three white men were arrested
and charged with attempted
murder. The men, Ronnie Ni-
col, Danie! O’Donnell and Ger-
ald Haddox, all iive within a few
biocks of the Steel home. The
‘makings of the pipe bomb were
found in Haddox’s garage. Ni-
col had offered to burn down a
Black family’s’ home in the
past. And O’Donnell has ad-
mitted that he threw the bomb
and also that “Ronnie said we
should blow up a n--— house.”

OUTSIDE the courtroom
Steel’s father, Anthony Jones,
told reporters that for two and a
half years the Steel family has
been the target of racist harass-
ment—bricks and baseballs
thrown through their-windows,
“KKK” and “N----- move out”-

" painted on the sidewalk and

garage, and the windshield of
their van smashed. Even during
- the preliminary hearings threats

were still being made against

Steel’s family and against sym-
pathetic white neighbors. The’
threats have been linked to an
organized racist- group called
the “Blue Eyed Devils.”

Organized raci_st'attacks are
not unusual in the predomi-

* pantly white west side area

where the Steel family lives. A
few miles away is Brightmoor,
the community where the Nazis
set up a bookstore in 1978. Last
summer Black people in the

Brightmoor area were subject-
ed to terrorist attacks, includ-
ing bombings, cross-burnings,
and attempted murder (see the
July 15-August 14 and August
15-September 14, 1980 issues
of the Torch/La Antorcha).

At a'time when racist attacks
are on the increase an organ-
ized fightback is vitally impor-
tant. It is a good sign that the
NAACP started to organize
around this case. The actions
of the Black community in
response to the NARCP call isa
sign that they are anyyry, fed up
with being victims, and.lpoking
for something to do to defend
themselves.

BUT the NAACP’s strategy for
defense against racist attacks
is limited and misdirected. Ac-
cording to the May 16 Michigan
Chronicle, Joseph Madison, a
Detroit NAACP official, “called
for reactivation of the Pollce
Department’s Neighborhood
Racial Harassment unit ‘to
flush out troublemakers and
prevent further harassment and
terrorism against Black peo-
ple.’” Madison ajso supporis.a
bill that would outlaw “paramjl-
itary camps that teach. raglal

violence.” And the last part of -

the NAACP's program Is to
“seek establishment of a presi-
dential commisslon...to in-
vestigate. . . systematic terror-
ism against the nation’s
Bilacks.” .
Calling on the cops, the

courts and the government to
stop racist terror is a deadly
mistake. It builds illusions in
this capitalist racist system
and directs anger into passive
non-productive solutions. The
cops around Detroit are unre-
sponsive to the needs of Black
people at best—and part of the
abuse at their worst. For exam-
ple, Anthony Jones reports that
they calied the cops after many
of the incidents of ragial ha-
ragssment, “but they " either
didn't come or they came a
couple hours later and didn’t do
much when they did come.”

The so-called justice system
is no better. Just last week a
prosecutor's office ruled that
“nocrime was committed” when
two white cops killed an un-
armed Black man who was sus-
pected of shoplifting steaks out
of a supermarket. When the
courts do prosecute open rac-
ists it's with a slap on the wrist.
Last winter four known KKK
members were found guilty of
conspiracy and attempted mur-
der of George Stewart, a Biack
Detroit. man. ‘The. caufts ‘et
them“plea-bargain their way to
a four-year sentence.

THE ONLY answer to these
brutal attacks is to rely on
ourselves. Organized commun-

‘ity self-defense squads that

unite - anti-racist whites and
Blacks are the serious kind of
response that is needed to put
a brake on racist terror.0

5,000 Rally in Washington
" to Protest Atlanta Murders

Nearly 5,000 people rallied at the Lincoln Memorial in
Washington, D.C., May 25, to protest the continuing
murders of Black youths in Atlanta. On the same day,
Atlanta officials added two names to the list of missing or
murdered persons: Nathaniel Carter, 27, whose body was
found in the Chattahoochee River May 24, and Ronald Craw-
ford, 22, missing since May 18.

The Washington rally, initiated by the Mothers’ Committee
to Stop Chiidren’s Murders, was smaller than expected. in
part this was a result of friction between the Mothers’ Com-
mittee, which is based in Atlanta’s poor Black neighbor-
hoods, and the Atlanta Black establishment, based in the
city’s large Black middle class. Although Coretta Scott
King’s Martin Luther King Jr. Foundation endorsed the May
25 rally, she did not speak at it. The Southern Christian
Leadership Conference did not endorse the day’s actions at
all, and the many church and church-related groups that
mobilized for the wln Luther King Day rally in Washington
in January did not come on May 25.

Nor was the rally helped by the Mothers’ Committee
decision to avoid mentioning racism in connection with the
Atlanta murders or the need to fight racist attacks in general.
nstead the day was called a “Rendezvous for Life's Sake”
and the appeal was simply one to “save all children.” Several
cities have had marches against the Atlanta murders larger
than the May 25 rally, and the turnout at those events has
been, to a large degree, motivated by people’s desire to
show resistance to the growing racist atmosphere in the

try, an at phere that lays the basis for the Atlanta
murders. It Is no accident that the few speakers on May 25
who did talk about racism were applauded the loudest.

NATIVE AMERICANS RESIST
'LAND-THEFT MANEUVERS

11 march.

By LISA DESHONG

Over 1,500 Native Americans

marched to Keams Canyon in.

Arizona May 11 to- protest the
seizure and destruction of their
livestock by the Bureau -of
Indian Affairs {BiA). Chanting

BIA set up- barbedwire fence to Id b}ack ‘demonstrators at May

" “BIA, BIA—you should know—

the people won't go, the people
won’t. go,” Navajo and Hopi
farmers and their supporters
rallied at the BIA impoundment
site at the base of Big Moun-
tain.

The story behind this rally

and the theft of the Native
Americans’ livestock Is, unfor-
,tunately, neither new nor
unique. Instead, it is another

case of Native American people -

suffering the most extreme op-
pression at the hands of the
U.S. government and corpora-
tions hell-bent on stealing the
Native peoples’ land®and de-
stroying their nations and
culture.

L2 2. 8.2 8 ¢ 4

For our purposes, this story
begins in 1862, when the
Navajo nation was forced by
the U.S. government to live
solely on 3.5 million acres of
desert {tand in northern Arizona,
Utah and New Mexico. Ten
years later, the federal govern-
ment carved out a rectangular
region of the Navajo reserva-
tion comprising some 2.5 mil-
lion acres as a Hopi reserva-

tion. In 1962, a federal court
created a “Joint Use Area”
(JUA) out of what was consid-
ered the “overlap” between the
two reservations. More than
8,000 Navajo and Hopi people
lived on the 1.8 miilion acres of
desert fand in the JUA, most of
them small farmers; whose
tamilies had lived by farming
the mesas and raising herds of
sheep, goats and cattie for
generations.

Soon after the creation of the
JUA, however, uranium, oil and
an estimated 22 billion tons of
‘coal were discovered to lie
beneath its land. Desert land
previously considered of little
value was now worth billions of
dollars. So in 1974, Congress
moved to force the Navajo and
Hopi people off the JUA so that
its land could be piundered by
some of the largest corpora-

(Continued on page 12)
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_ group of six-

Charges agains Pontiac Brothers dropped

As we reported in our last issue, 10 of the 16 Pontiac Brothers
facing possible death ‘sentences were acqumed on all 57 counts of
murder, attempted murder and conspiracy in a trial that ended in
Chicago on May 10. Now, lilinois state prosecutors have an-
nounced they:are dropping charges against the remaining six. On
June 1, the state was forced to admit that, as in the first trial, they
didn’t have any physical evidence at all against the defendants,
while the' testrmony of their bought wltnesses against the second
even weaker than agalnst the first group of 10.

ases of Pontlac Brothers who were up on capital
to the. May murder trials, 13 Pontlac prisoners

‘ﬁé‘gtr!c
rts don"t ge!'thom he

Solldamy Pro]ecr our ﬂrst MO stag
sympathy card and letter writlng can

armbands).
got a long p:
Now nearly all of the Blacks are w ‘them and some keepers

too (a few ‘Black’ keepers two whlte keepers and one I"righ ranking

" Chicano keeper)

*******

The situation of Puerto Rican POW Ah‘redo Mendez, who dis-
appeared from his cell in May, is still unclear. (See Iast month’s
Break the Chains.) On May 29, Judge Thomas McMrIIan demed a
petition for habeas corpus. A new suit was; then ﬁled based on
Mendez's wife's right to visit him.'But chances of wInning areslim:
To support their claim that Mendez has turned state’s evidence
and is in the federal witness protectron program, officials have
filed-an un-notarized statement by Mendez saying, basically, that
he had all the legal help he wanted and was seeing all the visitors
He wanted: Supporters of the POWs are now trying to get some-
one, anyone, allowed to visit Mendez to find out what is going on.

—WF
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Uprisings Hit Three
Michigan Prisons

By BRENT DAVIS

Prisoners in Michigan staged
a wave of rebellions in May. On
May 22, prisoners at the south-
ern Michigan prison in Jack-
son, the world’s largest walled
prison, with a population of
over 5,000, and at the fonia Re-
formatory rose. up. Four days
later, Jackson prisoners rose
up again. The same day Mar-
quette’ Branch Prison blew up.
These rebellions were the larg-
est explosions in Michigan
prisons since the 1950s. All
told, 41 prisoners were injured
{one critically), 68 guards were
slightly hurt and an estimated

$5 million In property was de-" Jackson prisoners In the yard durlng May 22 rebellion.

stroyed. Prison officials report-
edly plan to prosecute prison-
ers for the rebellions.

The uprisings come as Mich-
igan’s prison system falls
apart. Overcrowding Is so se-
vere that on May 20 Goyernor
MIlliken ordered an early release
program, cutting 80 days off
prisoners’ sentences. Mean-
he“prison system is
‘out of money, espe-
clally since voters turned down
a prop sal* to ralse
bulld: new

pushing for
Io‘hger sentences and
eath penalty.
86N réceritly led
a successful cam-
pailgn to end good
time for prisoners,

guards had “a conspiracy to
provoke the Inmates so they
can get more benefits for them-
selves.” Another prisoner, Ivory
Thomas, noted: “We dldn’t run
them out of here—they walked
out of here themselves. They
plotted to strike ’cause they
couldn’t get more guards. And
now It looks llke It's all our
fault.”

About 1,200 prison-
ers Joined the rebel-
lion. They didn't take
“"hostages, harm the
guards or put forward
demands.’ Several
fireas were set, but
overall the atmo-
sphere was so relaxed
that prisoners report-
edly continued to pfay
basketball. Warden

which became one of Jackson warden Mintzes and Governor

" the prisoners’ central Barry Mintzes.

grievances in these
uprisings ‘Patterson,
inr—afttance with the prison

guaras -union, Is attacking

Governor Milliken and the pris-
on-administration for a “policy
of appeasement.”

Guards

provoked rebellion

The prison guards con-
sciously- -provoked the first

Jackson rebellion, to back up

their demands for more guards,
more shake-downs, mote disci-
pline and stricter punitive seg-
regation. They also wanted to
undercut Jackson warden Barry
Mintzes, who has a liberal repu-
tation. ‘The guards had a 20-
minute strike on May 6. Then,

.. on May 22, the guards put Jack-

son on lockdown without auth-
orization. Guards told prison-
ers'they would be locked up for
the entire Memorial Day week-
end, possibly without food.:

This touched off the rebel-

lion, with prisoners selzing two

-cell blocks. One prlsoner, Jeff
Pleasant explamed that the

‘defendlng prisoners from

Milliken publicly.
blamed the illegal
lockdown and guard

mutiny for the rebellion. °

The prisoners asked for am-
nesty for the rebellion, but
Mintzes refused. This kicked
off the second rebellion on May
26, which was much more
serious. About 1,000 prisoners
took control of large areas of
the prison and burned much of
it to the ground. They trapped
16 guards and tried to smoke
them out to get to them, but
failed. It took the guards 12
hours to regain control.

The guards and the media
claim the second rebellion was &
the more oppressed prisoners
fighting the prisoners ‘in the
better housing. But very little
prisoner-against-prisoner- ‘vio-
lence was reported. Prisoner
leaders used bullhorns to tel]
prisoners that: “This 'is not
inmate - against inmate. We
must maintain unity against the
administration.” . And 1,600
trusties staged a sit-down pro-
test during the rebellion. The
May 26 rebelliori was aimed at

the fall’ guys i’ the
between Mintzes and  the .

guards.

After May 26, the guards
continued their offensive. Two
days later, six guards refused
to release prisoners from their
cells to go to lunch. When
these guards were suspended,
12 others walked off their jobs.
The administration caved in

“and lifted the suspensions.

lonia and Marquette
alsoblowup

The first Jackson uprising
touched off the rebellion at
fonia. About one-third of lonia’s
1,240 prisoners fought back
against overcrowding in a pris-
on structure that is 110 years
old and against brutal, racist
treatment. They took control of
part of the prison, beating
several -guards and burning
down many buildings. Although
reports conflict, it appears
that the rebellion also involved
much violerice against other
prisoners, especially aimed at
snitches and so-called sexual
offenders. Thirty rapes and
some cases of mutilation were
reported by the guards. . During
the rebellion, prisoners chant-
ed: “lee us ‘good time” and
“Give us Brooks Patterson.”

The second Jackson rebel-
lgnite the uprising

Marquette‘are also terrible. The
prison had been on lockdown

‘three times in May. The pris-

oners ‘threatened a  rebellion
when their meal portions. were
cut because of a lack of funds.
As in Jackson, the guards

threatened a strike in early |
May. On May 26, 200-250 |
prisoners serzed control of the -

prison for 90 mi utes, destroy-
ing a chunk’ of the“prison ‘with
fire. Prison officials are claim-
ing. that the ‘rebellion was
planned, anc ‘

d}are cl

ing-to prosecute knoWn prison- §

er leaders.[J

te: Corniditions at .

On June 6, 16(
miners voted by
margin to end
strike and appro
tract between thi
Workers union (l
Bituminous Coal
sociation (BCOA
strike by 2,000 h
ers, who are also |
the UMW, was se

As reported in
of the Torch/La A
coal miners had
earlier contract z
tween the UMW a
That proposed
cluded provision:
have seriously wu
union. It would
mine owners to
construction oper:
union companies
pose a 45-day pro
on newly hired m
would have efimi
payments to the L
fund that the cor
viously had to
buying non-union
sale.

IN THE negotiat
lowed the contra
the BCOA agreed
its demand for

period and to con
royaities on non-
The mine operatc
cepted a 38 percen
miners’ wages al
over 40 months. |
dent Sam Church i
settlement a major
ing it as “probably t

IBT conver

The Internatio|
(IBT) held its nat
convention elect
vice-president, t
iBT president. W
interim president
May. The conven
staff members or
the national leadt
Williams’ annual

April 1'to truckers
Agreement (M FA)
truckers covered b
400,000 to 200,000
The only opposi
the Teamsters for ¢
‘= reform organizatiol
TDU’s 35 delegates

" last convention) pr
enforcemenfof the
. of national offrcers




ay 22 rebellion.

May 26, the guards
ied their offensive. Two
ter, six guards refused
1se prisoners from their
o go to lunch. When
juards were suspended,
rs walked off their jobs.
iministration caved in
ed the suspensions.

and Marquette -
slow up

first Jackson uprising
i off the rebellion at
\bout one-third of lonia’s
prisoners fought back
overcrowding in a pris-
icture that is 110 years
1 against brutal, racist
»nt. They took control of
f the prison, beating
guards and burning
1any buildings. Although
conflict, it appears
3 rebellion also involved
violence against other
ws, especially aimed at
s and so-called sexual
ars. Thirty rapes and
:ases of mutilation were
d by the guards. During
rellion, prisoners chant-
ive us good time” and
1s Brooks Patterson.”

second Jackson repel-
iped ignite the uprising
rquette. Conditions at
stte are also terrible. The
had been on lockdown
imes in May. The pris-
threatened a rebellion
‘heir meal portions were
sause of a lack of funds.
Jackson, the guardls
n a strike in ear
oer? May 26, 200-250
ers seized control of the
for 90 minutes, destrqy—
shunk of the prison w_lth
rison officials are claim-

nat the rebetlion was |
1d, and are clearly prepar- |
prosecute known prison- !

ders. O

al Strike Ends, UMW Still Threatened

On June 6, 160,000.soft-coal
miners voted by a two-to-one
margin to end their 71-day
strike and approve a new con-
tract between the United Mine
Workers union (UMW) and the
Bituminous Coal Operators As-
sociation (BCOA). A separate
strike by 2,000 hard-coal min-
ers, who are also represented by
the UMW, was settled May 27,

As reported in earlier issues
of the Torch/La Antorcha, soft-
coal miners had rejected an
earlier contract agreement be-
tween the UMW and the BCOA.
That proposed contract in-
cluded provisions that would
have seriously weakened the
union.” It would have allowed
mine owners to subcontract

.construction operations to non-

union companies, and to im-
pose a 45-day probation period
on newly hired miners. It also
would have eliminated royalty
payments to the UMW pension
fund that the companies pre-
viously had to make when
buying non-union coal for re-
sale.

IN THE negotiations that fol-
lowed the contract rejection,
the BCOA agreed to withdraw
its demand for a probation
period and to continue paying
royalties on non-union coal.
The mine operators also ac-
cepted a 38 percent increase in
miners’ wages and benefits
over 40 months. UMW Presi-
dent Sam Church is calling the
settlémeht a'major victory, hail-
ing it as “probably the best that

will be negotiated this year in
any industry.”

HOWEVER, the new contract
includes two loopholes that
will significantly strengthen the
BCOA’s hand against UMW
miners. First of all, under the
“scope and coverage” provi-

companies employing UMW
members. In 1980 a federal
appeals court struck down this

" clause, saying it violated anti-

trust law. Church’s refusal to
fight for new contract language
to defend UMW jurisdiction
over construction jobs in this

wer left) outlines second contract

proposal at West Virginia

sions In earlier UMW agree-
ments, mines acquired by un-
lonized companies automati-
cally came under the UMW
contract. The current settle-
ment weakens these provi-
sions. As a resuit, BCOA oper-
ators will have more leeway to
sét up scab mines in eastern
and midwestern regions that
are low UMW strongholds, -

Second, previous . contract
required mine operators to:sub-
contract construction work to

el

ers’ meeting.

year's negotiations was one of
the reasons miners condemned
the first contract proposal as a
sellout. According to Business
Week the new settlement con-
tains “an industry pledge not to
subcontract repair and mainte-
nance, coal hauling and mine
construction work—or lease
out existing mining operations
—Iif doing so will cause the
layotf-of current UMW .employ-
e6s.” (June 15, 1981) But it is
not at all clear how much real

protection for UMW construc-
tion workers, let alone the
union as a whole, this pledge
will mean.

THE settlement is a mixed

bag for the coal miners. On the
"ty of a coal boom plus the lower

one hand, the miners beat back
the industry's efforts to include
major union-busting provisions
in the contract. On the other
hand, the union appears to be
stepping deeper into a trap. We
are referring to the fact that
UMW-mined coal now accounts
for only 44 percent of the coal
mined in the country, down
from 70 percent in 1974, and
this percentage continues to
drop. Meanwhile, the union has
not been very successful in its
organizing efforts. According
to Business Week, since March
the union has lost three elec-
tions Involving 1,000 workers.
Moreover, in fiscal 1978 and
1979, following the tough 111-
day strike In early 1978, the
union won only 27 out of 64
alections for a net gain of 826
members. )

To ald this trend, the coal
companies are pursuing a strat-
egy of making It seem as if the
union has nothing to offer non-
union miners. Payments to
cover the unfunded liabilitles of
the UMW pension fund (that is,
to make sure the fundghas
enough assets, according to
federal law, to cover UMW
miners who retired before 1976)
cost coal employers with UMW
contracts about $1.50 an hour.
Since non-union employers do

not participate in the fund, they
can pay their miners up to $1.50
more per hour than the union-
ized mines pay their workers
and still compete.

In addition, the near-certain-

costs of strip mining are also
enabling the coal companies to
maintain wages to non-union-
ized miners at levels higher
than those in.the union. Fin-
ally, among non-union miners
the union is suffering from a
reputation, actively fomented
by the companies, for being
strike-happy. As a result of all
these factors, many non-union
miners, failing to understand
the role the union has played in
getting them their present

“wages and benefits, see little

reason to join the union.

IN OTHER words, the union,
according to one UMW mili-
tant, “is surrounded.” In fact, it
is being set up to be broken at
some point in the future unless
the UMW leadership takes
some drastic action. But as we
noted in the April-May issue of
the Torch/La Antorcha, the
traditional trade union methods
the UMW tops are used to will
no longer work. Only an ex-
tremely militant social move-
ment, involving broad layers of
workers, union and non-union,
can lead to the organization of
non-union miners and the res-
cue of the UMW. With claims of
victory in the current contract,
the UMW leadership gives littie
sign of being aware of this.[

IBT convention: raises for tops

The International Brotherhood of Teamsters .

- (IBT) held its national convention June 1-5. The
convention elected Roy Williams, formerly a union
vice-president, to succeed Frank Fitzsimmons as
IBT president. Williams had been sefving as
interim president since Fitzsimmons’ death in
May. The convention delegates, mostly national
staff members or business agents handpicked by -

. the national leadership, also voted to raise
Williams’ annual salary as president 40 percent, to
$225,000. The new IBT leader has been accused of
-close ties with organized crime, and is currently

“ under indictment on bribery charges.

What the convention didn’t do was discuss any
~of the serious problems facing the union’s 1.89
million mémbers. For instance, mariy trucking
companies are refusing to-pay wage raises due on
April 1 to truckers covered by the Master Freight
Agreement (MFA). Moreover, the number of
truckers covered by the MFA has dropped from
400,000 to 200,000 over the past five years.

The only opposition to the leadership came from
the Teamsters for a Democratic Union (TDU), a
reform organization that claims 8,000 members.
TDU’s 35 delegates (a noticeable increase from the
last convention) proposed resolutions demanding

_ enforcement of the MFA, as well as direct election -

of national officers and convention delegates by
the rank and file. The TDU resoiutions were de-
feated and their candidate for IBT president, Pete
Camarata, got only 10 votes before conceding.
Throughout the convention TDU members were
redbaited by the IBT leadership. To reporters, TDU

R IN STRUGGLE——

with soclalist groups, such as the International
Socialists, conceded that TDU “probably has some
~ members who are soclallsts.” They insist, how-

ever, that “its goals are strictly trade union goals.”

Balanoff loses in USWA District 31

. In the United Steelworkers of America (USWA)
District 31 elections held May 28, incumbent direc-
tor James Balanoff, an opponent of conservative
USWA president Lloyd McBride, was defeated by

McBride supporter Jack Parton. The final unofficiai
tally put Parton ahead 24,241 to 21,662. Parton won

by combining a two-to-one edge in the small locals ,

with a near sweep, by close margins, of the big
~ basic steel locals.

Parton’s victory marks a setback for workers in
District 31. While in office, Balanoff had encour-
aged a degree of democracy within the union,
which in turn created openings for militants to
organize against the companies. McBride, on the

- other hand, has moved further right during the cur-

rent economic crisis, and has been clamping down
on resistance by union members to the steel com-
panies’ attacks. With Parton’s victory, the McBride
machine-is in the driver’s seat in District 31.

There were several reasons for Parton’s victory.
First of all, 20,000 District 31 workers have lost
their jobs since Balanoff becarne district director
in 1977. Parton was able to attack Balanpoff for
doing almost nothing to save steelworker jobs,
while concealing his own pro-business record as
head of Local 1014 (U.S. Steel’s Gary Works).
Second, Parton ran a “unity” campaign, arguing
that Balanoff’s opposition to McBride cost District
31-support from the USWA national leadership. He

trial to Tuesday, September 8.

also built an effective campaign organization with
the aid of 40 pro-McBride USWA staff members. In
contrast, Balanoff falled to make union democracy
a major issue in the election, and had a much
smaller campaign organization.

Rally for Jearl Wood held

MARKHAM, ILL.—*“Free Jearl Wood! Put Ford
on trial?” This chant rang out as 35 supporters of
Jearl Wood held a spirited picket line at the Sixth
District courthouse June 8.

Wood is a Black union member of UAW Local
561 and a Vietnam veteran. He faces charges of
attempted murder, armed violence and two aggra-
vated batterles, stemming from the August 22,
1980, shooting of Cecil Harrell, a general foreman
at Ford’s Chicago Assembly Plant. After a long
period of harassing Wood, Harrell, who is white,
racially insulted Wood over a job assignment. Then
Harrell railroaded Wood out of the planton a -
phonied Breathalizer test and without union repre-
sentation. This led up to the ghooting.

Wood's supporters say Harrell’s racist mistreat-
ment of Wood triggered “post-traumatic stress,” a
condition common-among Vietnam vets who were
in heavy combat. Co-workers distributed a bilingual
leaflet at Chicago Assembly Piant that said, “The
responsibility for this incident lies with Ford

g 1t for allowlng Harrell to go unchecked
for these many years.” )

The Vietnam Veterans Against the War and over
a dozen members and friends of the RSL took part
in the June 8 picket. As the latest in a series of
support activities, the demonstration probably
helped Wood win a lengthy delay. Judge Marovich
rescheduled jury selection and the first day of the

—PB
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(Continued from page 1)
people and organizations,
those engaged in perfectly legal,
violent political activities.

In the 1970s mass pressure forced the
ruling class to restrict—on paper, at
least—FBI and ClA.spying. In particu-
lar, the botched attempt by Nixon and
his -top aides to bug the Democratic
Party’s Watergate campaign offices
provoked a national scandal. As the
Watergate cover-up unravelled, the
press revealed the extent of FBl and CIA
spying, assassination piots and as-
sorted dirty tricks. In the wake of these
revelations, the ruling class had no
choice but to impose some formal
restraints on its agents.

Today, however, not only are these
restrictions being removed, but govern-
ment agents are being granted even
greater leeway than they  previously
enjoyed.

In March, Reagan pardoned two
former high-ranking FBI agenis;..Mark
Felt and Edward Miller, who were con-
victed last November of conspiring to
violate the constitutional rights of U.S.
citizens. In the early 1970s, Felt and
Miller had authorized FBI agents to car-
ry out illegal break-ins of homes and

including
non-

offices—so-called black bag jobs. As ~

Miller told reporters, the pardons
should erase any ‘“reluctance” FBJ
agents,_might have about “doing the|r
job 100 percent.”

In case any agents were still “reluc-
tant,” however, in April, Reagan was
even more explicit, announcing that he
would authorize black bag jobs when-
ever he deemed them necessary for
“nanonal securlty v

draft execuhve order called “Standards

for the Conduct of u.s. Intelngence

Agencles” that was. leaked to the press
in April revealéd. Under the proposed

Former FBI officials Felt and Miller,
jailed for authorizing “black bag jobs,”
were pardoned by Reagan.

new standards, the FBI and CIA would

not éven need authorization to spy on

individuais and groups. They could

break into homes and offices to get
names of supporters of political organ-

izations and information on their activi-

ties as they saw fit. These agencies

would aiso be allowed to send under-

cover agents ‘into political groups in.
order to “affect their activities.”

And who will be the victims of these
unleashed government spies? The draft
executive order targets individuals and

- groups who “may be acting on behalf of

'; orgamzatrons

Less Rights,

ore Spies—

Gov’t Repression on the Ri:

Voting Rights Act. The act enabled i

a forelgn governmenl ity
_ Butan “Intelligenge Report"4
December by the Heritage Foundation,
a right-wing thmk tank. that. wields
considerable influence within” the ad-
ministration, was more specific—and
more honest. It called for .investigating
not ‘only the “several’ Communist ‘par-
ties” and various liberal and -radical
but also “clergymen,
students businessmen, entertainers,
labor ofticials, journalists and govern-
ment workers {who] may engage in sub-
versive activities without being fully
aware of the extent, purposes or control
of their activities.”

And as if on command, if January
the Senate established a Subcommittee
on Subversion and Terrorism to do just
that. During its April hearings, for ex-
ample, right-wing propagandist Arnaud
de Borchgrave  told the subcommittee
that the Mobilization for Survival, a
major organization in the anti-nuclear
movement, is controlled by Russian
agents.
" Such a fantastic accusatlon and the
subcommittee as a whole—is reminis-
cent of the McCarthy era of the 1950s,
when thousands of people were brand-
ed “communists” and thrown-out of
jobs, blacklisted, jailed or, in the case
of Juiius and Ethel Rosenberg, killed.

In sh'ort'. anyone who objects to any-
thing the government does can' be
labelled, at a minimum, an unwitting
dupe of subversives or foreign agents,
and thus a legitimate target for govern-
ment spying and harassment. .

To make sure government snoopers
have complete freedom of maneuver,
-the administration is also preparing to
muzzie the U.S. press, particularly the
more liberal newspapers, which played
a leading role in exposing government
spying in the past. In May, for exam-
ple, Secretary of Energy James Edwards
blasted the New York Times and the
Washington Post—two of the country’s

i~
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llions of Black people In the South to vote
for the first time slnce econsu’ff&tlon.

major and most respected newspapers

~—for “almost destroying the country
in the 1970s. Presumably Edwards was
referring to the Times’ publication of
“confidential” Nixon administration
documents concerning Vietnam, and
the Post's exposure of the Watergate
cover-up. )

Meanwhile, the CIA, the Justice De-
partment and conservatives in Congress
are taking concrete steps to limit
freedom of the press altogether. They
are pushing for laws making it a crime
for newspapers to print the names of
CIA agents abroad, even if the informa-
tion is correct and already publicly
available from other sources. The CIA is
also’ demanding authorization for “the
FBI to conduct surprise searches of
newsrooms—supposedly to prevent
publication of agents’ names.

In addition, congressronal conserva-
tives are trymg to gut the Freedom of
Information Act, passed in 1966, which
limited the ability of the CIA, FB! and
other agencies to cover up their
activities.

Jim Crow

“making acom eback

Burldmg up the machmery of repres-
sion is’ only one aspect of what the
ruling class is attempting to do.

Another part is sacrificing the rights of .

millions of workers and oppressed
people on the altar of capitalist “free-
dom.”

In this connection,the ruling class is
waging a partccularly vicious campaign

against the rights of Black and Latin

people. The leading edge of this
campaign is the effort to prevent
renewal of the Voting Rights Act. This
act, passed in 1965, enabled miilions of
Black people in the South to vote for the
first time. Section 5 of the act requires

states with a history of discrimination
at the polls to clear any changes in their
electoral procedures, such as redistrict-
ing, with the Justice Départment.

On June 3, Reagan administration
officials announced they were consider-
ing proposals to substantially weaken
Section 5 in the name of protecting
“states’ rights.” Meanwhile, Senate
conservatives, such as Strom Thur-
mond (R.-S. Carolina), who heads the
Judiciary Committee, are opposing
renewal of Section 5 in any form when it
expires in 1982,

Latin people's voting rights are under
attack as well. An amendment to the
Voting Rights Act passed in 1975
provided for bilingual registration and
voting ballots. This section of the act
expires in 1985. But there are three bills
under discussion in the House of Rep-
resentatives and one in the Senate that
would do away with these provisions

. even before their formal expiration. This

would mean that in areas like the Rio
Grande Valley in Texas, where it is

estimated that up to 45 percent of the
adult population speak only Spanish,
thougands of Latins would be effective-
ly deprived of their elementary rights as
U.S. citizens.

A recent Supreme Court ruling gives a

glimpse of the extent to
ruling class wants to turr
clock on the gains won b
oppressed people.

In 1970, white residents o
in Memphis, Tennessee, set
across the only street leadin
park from a neighboring all-
munity. When Black people .

the barrier, Memphis city
claimed it was needed to reli
pollution.”

After Black people took t
court, a federal judge rule
barrief_was a “badge of sl
violated the constitutional
Black people. But on Ap
Supreme Court overturned
sion. While conceding that
was an “inconvenience” to
ple, the court ruled that the
evidence that the street cl
racially motivated!

Women, youth, gay:
unionists all targette

A similar attack on the
women, youth and lesbians ai

Increase in vrolent crim




) Spies—
ion on the Rise

a history of discrimination
to clear any.changes in their
ocedures, such as redistrict-
qe Justice Department.

3, Reagan administration
younced they were consider-
als to substantially weaken
in the name of protecting
jhts.” Meanwhile, Senate
ss, such as Strom Thur-
.. Carolina), who heads the
Sommittee, are opposing
section 5 in any form when it
1982.
pie's voting rights are under
rell. An amendment to the
thts Act passed in 1975
r bilingual registration and
ts. This section of the act
385. But there are three bills
ission in the House of Rep-
s and one in the Senate that
wway with these provisions
their formal expiration. This
n that in areas like the Rio
lley in Texas, where it is
hat up to 45 percent of the
lation speak only Spanish,
of Latins would be effective-
of their elementary rights as
1S. :

Supreme Court ruling gives a

glimpse of the extent to which. the
ruling class wants to turn back the
clock on the gains won by. specially
oppressed people.

In 1970, white residents of Hein Park
in Memphis, Tennessee, set up a barrier
across the only street leading Into Hein
park from a neighboring all-Black com-
munity. When Black people objected to
the barrier, Memphis city attorneys

claimed it was needed to relieve “traffic’

pollution.” e . .

After Black people took the case to
court, a federal judge ruled that the
barrier was a “badge of slavery” that
violated the constitutional rights of
Black people. But on April 21 the
Supreme Court joverturned-.that deci-
sion. While conceding. that the barrier
was an “inconvenience” to Black peo-
ple, the court ruled that there was no
evidence that thie street closing was
racially. motivated!,

Women, youth, gays,

unionists all targetted

on the ‘rlghts of

Increase in violent crime is
seiting off campaign for tighter
gun control laws. Time and
Newsweek ran cover stories on
crime in their March 23 issues, -
while demonstrators are
demanding strict handgun

laws.

bians.and gay:men.

is also under way. The effort to deny
women the right to have abortions if
they so choose is a crucial element in
this campaign. In recent years right-
wing legislators have steadily restricted
the ability of poor and working women
to obtain government funds for abor-
tion. This year they are trying to ban
abortions altogether through the so-
called Human Life Law, which defines
human life as existing from the moment
of conception. This would lay the basis
for states to bring murder charges
against any wo- .

in any sports or other school-related
activity.”

It is worth pointing out that the same
ruting class which stands foursquare
for “protecting the family” is taking
away the rights of poor parents to their
children. For instance, on June 2, the
Supreme Court ruled that the courts can
permanently remove a child from its
parents without even providing legal
representation for parents who want to
keep their chiidren but can’t afford a
lawyer.

man who has an
abortion or any
doctor who per-
forms one, as well
as outlawing cer-
tain forms of
widely used birth
control methods.

The right of
people to their
own lifestyles is
also being -de-
nied, particularly
through. manipu-
lation of the fed-
eral pursestrings.

The main vehicle - {

for this black- ¢y
mail is the pro- ° .
posed *“Family
Protection Act.”
This act would

D

[ =
v 1/ e
o g 7 1/ .
“Heve ave the latest requests for

access to the fles. Fond out whether we have dossiers on
these peopleand if we don't, start them,”

e

deny government

funds to any schools with courses that
“deny role differences among the sexes
as they have been traditionally under-
stood in the U.S." It also bans funding
of organizations that provide abortion
or contraceptive counselling to youth
without informing their parents, or that
“advocate homosexuality.” Another
clause would permit states to “limit or
prohibit the intermingling of the sexes

un Control

[]

In the aftermath of the attempted as-

sassinations of President Reagan and

the Pope, there has been-a lot of talk

among members of the ruling class

about the need for some form of federal’
gun control legislation.

In particular, the liberals, many of '

whom have been big advocates of gun
control for years, have stepped up their
efforts for such a law. Recently,
long-time gun control supporter Sen-
ator Edward Kennedy (D.-Mass.) re-
quested and held a private meeting with
Reagan, reportedly to discuss gun
control, among other topics. Kennedy
and most: other liberals believe gun

7

Finally, the ruling class is going after
the rights and independence of the
trade unions. Union-busting politicians
and officials are using alleged trade
upion corruption as an excuse to
demand greater government control
over the unions.

In May, for example, the New Jersey
Division of Gaming Enforcement recom-

or halt the circulation of firearms in the
population and cut down the rate of
violent crimes.

In the past some of the gun control
measures advocated by the liberals
have been sharply opposed by conserv-
ative and right-wing forces, such as
Republican Senator Strom Thurmond of
South Carolina and the Natlonal Rifle

EDITORIAL

Association, the chief gun lobby in the

" country. These forces argue that such

laws do not deter crime but do limit the
right of “upstanding American citizens”
(read: conservative, middle class
whites) to own and carry guns. As a
result of this opposition, the liberals’
past attempts to get federal gun control
legistation through Congress have nev-
er gotten very far.

Now, however, in the wake of the
recent assassination attempts, the iib-
erals are more hopeful. As a tactical
maneuver designed to win conservative
support, they are proposing measures
that are more limited than their previous
proposals. Whereas in the past certain

gun control advocates called for the

registration of all guns, including rifles
and long guns, the current “milder”
proposals focus primarily on limiting
handguns. Among gun control mea-
sures being discussed in Congress are:

1) stiffening penalties for the use of
guns during criminal acts—for exampie,
a minimum of one year in prison for the
first offense;

control laws would actually slow down

mended forbidding casinos employing
members of the Hotel, Restaurant and
Bartenders International Union to check
off union dues, claiming that the union
was connected to organized crime.
Joseph Lordi, chairperson of the state's
Casino Control Commission, is investi-
gating the possibility of banning the
union from representing casino workers
altogether.

Earlier, in° March, a federal court of
appeals in New York barred the Interna-
tional Longshoremen's Association
from collecting dues as long as it
retained officials who had been con-
victed of felonies or “misdemeancors
involving moral turpitude.” On the
national level, senators ®am Nunn
(D.-Georgia) and Warren Rudman (R.-
N. Hampshire) are demanding laws
permitting the federal government to
remove any union official convicted of a
serious crime.

In order to suppress militant strikes,
congressional conservatives are con-
centrating this year on amending the
Hobbs Act,- which bans violence and

~ extortion in interstate commerce, to

include trade unions. According to Ray
Denison, legisiative director of the AFL-
ClO, if the amendment passes, “almost
any incldent that occurs on a picket line
could subject strikers or union officials
to up to 20 years in prison and $10,000
fines.” And in order to weaken union
organizing drives and smash already
existing unions, Representative Mickey
Edwards (R.-Okla.) plans to introduce
legislation banning the union shop.

There's a name for what all this adds
up to—and it ain’t freedom. It's cailled a
police state. And while things aren’t
there ~“that’'s where Reagan and his
supporters in the ruling class want to
take us—unless we organize and fight
to prevent them.{J

2) tightening the procedures for
buying hand guns, such as requiring a
21-day waiting period before a buyer
can possess a pistol;

3) mandating tough sentences for .

people caught carrying unlicensed guns
in public places;

4) a total ban on the importation of
parts of cheap handguns, the so-called
Saturday Night Specials (importation of
the assembled guns, but not the parts,
was banned in 1968). .

It.is not cliear whether the conserva-
tives, who support the first measure,
will agree to any of the other proposais.

But whatever happens in Congress,
the issue of gun control is not. going
away. And it is one that is of -vital
importance to all working people,
members of oppressed groups as well
as radicals and leftists. :

In our view, gun control laws will
neither control the circulation of ‘hand-
guns, lower the crime rate nor lessen
the number of people injured or killed in
violent crimes. -

What they will do is pack the jails
with poar and working class people,
help beef up the repressive machinery
of the state and increase the ruling
class's power to attack the working
class and radical movements, interfere
in our lives and limit our rights. Gun
control laws will also lead to a situation
where the enemies of the working class.
and specially oppressed people, such
as the Ku Klux Klan, the Nazis and
other racists, will have guns, while
working class people who will need
weapons’ to - protect themselves will
have trouble getting them. Therefore,

" (Continued on next pqge)
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Gun Control

(Continued from previous page)

while we do not approve of violent crime
—and however much we dislike having
any level of agreement with the anti-

gun control forces among the conserv- .

atives—we believe that the various gun
control laws being proposed, and in
fact all gun control enforced by the
capitalist state, should be vigourously
opposed. Let's look at the question
more closely.

Lawswon't
controlguns

In the first place, gun control laws
will. not: accomplish what they are
supposed to do. They will not limit the
circulation of handguns in the. country.
The United States is huge, comprising
millions of square
people. It has long an
ited borders with "

. p
street, bug their telephones a
into their homes, etc.” :

In other words; the only way. han‘
guns cquld actually be controlled is:if -
the country were turned into a police

" state. Reagan and his right-wing bud-

dies are already trying to do this (see
article on pages 8-9). Do we want to
help them?

In addition to fanlmg to limit the cir-

" culation of handguns, gun controi-laws

would. also fail to deter people from
committing violent - crimes. (We are’
talking about street crime, not white
collar crime, which is a much bigger
business. We are also not discussing
the crimes of the imperialists and their
" stooges in, say, E! Salvador, Argen-
tina, or South Africa, which are cer-
tainly violent.)

This too is not a mere assertion.
Numerous Studies of crime levels in
states that already have tough gun
control laws have failed to produce any -
solid evidence that these laws have
actually lowered the rate of violent
crime. In 1974, for example, Massa-
chusetts passed a gun control law
requifing a one-year minimum sentence
for people convicted of carrying an

- PAGE'10/ YOREH / SURE 15-A0G0ST 14,

unlicensed pistol;. the law also bans
plea bargaining. Yet, a study conducted

from 1974 to 1976 by the Center for

Applied Social Research at Northeast-
_ern University in Boston indicates that
the best that can be said about the law
is, in the words of the New York Times,
that “it may (emphasis added) have sig-

; | y y
getting - despera Desperate ‘people
will do desperate things. When" people
are desperate. enough to start robbing
people, stores and other institutions,
breaking into people's homes, étc.,
either to survive or to get some “good
things” in life, no law against carrying
an unlicensed gun or using a weaponin
prevent . that.
person from committing that crime. The
obvious utility- of having a gun during,

say, a robbery far outweighs the threat -

of a penalty (even a stiff one) for
carrying - it.

As long as the system itself means
unemployment, poverty and urban de-

1681 ’

-be much higher.

cay, while glorifying wealth, material
possessions and power,.no jaws, and
no gun control laws, are ‘going to stop,
or even limit, crime.

Even if they could be somewhat ef-
fective in accomplishing these things,
however, we still think they should be
opposed.-No matter how tough the laws
or how powerful the police machinery,
some handguns would stilt be available.
Some people, but not all, would be able
to pass the police investigation and ful-
fill the other licensing requirements.

Others could get

weaponsillegally,

if necessary, by
paying a very high
price.

In either case,
what kind of peo-
ple would be most
able to get hand-
guns? Msmbers
of the ruling class
and the middle
class could get
handguns fairly
easily. They

=would easily be
judged *“respect-
able” and thus
get licenses. Fail-
ing that, they
could certainly af-
ford the price to
get pistolsillegal-
ly. . On the other
hand, it would be
much harder for
working class
people, and par-
ticularly Latins
and Blacks,
known leftists,
people who are
obviously gay,
etg., to get guns.

First since the 3creening for licenses _
will be accomplished through the police
departments which are racist, reaction-

' ary and anti-gay, we can be sure that

Black and Latin people, Native Amieri-
cans, radicals and homosexuals will be.
more likely to be judged as “potential

“ criminals” or “troublemakers” or “radi-
~calg” and hence denied licenses to
" purchase a handgun. Second; being

denled the right to purchase a pistol
legally, these same people (that is, us)
would least be able to afford a pistoi on
the black market, where the prices will

So while many working class and
oppressed people would not be able to
get handguns, the right-wingers and
racists, who have infiltrated and/or
have friendly relations with local police
departments and governments through-
out the country, would have little
trouble getting the weapons they want.

This points to the most basic’ funda-
mental reason why working people -

should oppose gun control faws. That is
that workers and members of oppressed
groups must have the right to defend

themselves with arms, if necessary.

This is especially the case today, when
the cops and the Klan, the Nazis and
other right-wing forces are growing and
getting more and more aggressive.
Just recently, a Black woman In
Detroit had four fingers blown off trying
to defuse a bomb thrown into her home
by Klan-types. Since the bomb didn’t
kil her, it is possible the Klan will try
again. Does she or doesn’t she have the
right to have a gun, both in her home
and on her person when she goes
outside? Should she really leave her
protection up to the police? Whgre were
they when she had her fingers de-
stroyed? In any case, we haven't heard
too many stories about the police pro-
tecting Black people these days.

Working people must
defend themselves

In other words, we are certainly not
against people being protected against
crime. But we think that this should be
done by the people themselves—not by
relying on the capitalist state. Working
people, who are the main victims of
street crime, should arm themselves
and form self-defense organizations,
through their unions, block and neigh-
borhood committees and other organi-
zations. )

The majority of people at any given
work place or in any given community
are not crirginals and have a direct inter-
est in preventing crime. They should be
organized to protect themselves and
their neighborhoods. The self-defense
squads formed by residents in the Tech-
wood projects in Atlanta point in the
right direction. Similar groups, based in
working class organizations and com-
munities and under the democratic con-
trol of the people Immediately involved,
are the best means of actually protect-
ing people from street criminals—as
well as racist thugs (and racist cops).

It is certainly possible that such self-

defense organizations may be abused.

It is possible, for example that some
elements In a. given nelghborhood may
take over a self-defense group and use

. it for criminal purposes. But the answer

is not to ban such groups or to call on
the police, who have been on a virtual
rampage, shooting and killing people,
in the past few months. The answer is
to involve more working class people in
the defense groups and to make sure
these organizations are well-organized
and truly democratic, that is, run by the
majority of the people in any given
union, workplace or neighborhood.

—By RON TABER
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South Africa

and Components Workers Un-
ion, walked out this May in
support of workers at a nearby
Firestone tire plant. Overall,
the strike involved 3,000 people.
.The dispute began last Feb-

» (Continued from page 1)

University of the North storm a
police station near Pietersburg
and attempt to seize and burn a

South African flag. Police open

fire with shotguns.

June 3—Thousands of stu-
dents from high schools desig-
nated for people of mixed race
march near Johannesburg to
protest the arrest of student
jeader Aziz Jarden during the
May 29 hunger strike. Police
attack the marchers with dogs,
tear gas, clubs and whips,
invading one school where
students from the demonstra-
tion have taken refuge. Police
slash the school principal's
wife with a whip when she
tries to prevent. them from
entering the school. After-
wards, police drive through the
neighborhood with a “sneeze
machine,” gassing anyone who
fails to stay indoors.

In addition, as the climax of
the week of Republic Day cele-
brations approached—a miii-
tary parade in Durban that was
the largest South African dis-
play of weapons ever—Black,
mixed-race and indian people
demonstrated in East London,
Cape Town and several other
cities.

Black workers
take the lead

Howevér,” the demonstra-

Prime Minister Pletar Botha

B!

.

ruary when Firestone workers
struck over control and access
to money in the pensgion fund.
Although the strike was suc-
cessful, 160 workers lost their
jobs.

Despite the fact that the

. Firestone workers were not
members of their unlon; the”

Black and mixed-race workers
at FoF’ﬁ and GM demanded that

tions . - against.. Republic.. Dayn“ )

* were just the latest protests in

a year that has seen the
Azanian freedom,struggle gain
strength. 'Of paftlcular signifi-
cance in the past year has been
the organizing of Black workers
lnto their own trade unions.
Black workers make up 70
percent of South Africa’s work-
force, whileé mixed-race and
Indian workers make up an-
“other 14 percent. But until
recently, the only legal workers’
organizations were the unions

- that represented whites. lliegal

Black (including . mixed-race)
upions have been organized

- over the past years and in 1979

they led 107 walkouts with a
total of 67,000 worker-days
taken from the capitalists.
“Under the impact of this suc-
cessful organizing, last fall the
government decided to legalize
Black unions—if they promised
to register with the government
and abstain from political
strikes.
largely - backfired. Most Black
unjons have preferred to keep
their independence and have
refused to register. And even
with this semi-legal status,
many have been able to win
concessions from employers
simply because of their solidly
organized power. In 1980 there
were 207 walkouts led by the
Black unions, for a total of
175,000 worker-days on strike.
In a significant show of the

. power. and unity of the new

unions, workers at Ford and
General Motors plants in Port
Elizabeth, supporters of the
unregistered Motor Assemblies

‘But this ruse has

At a mass meetlng of 2,500 on
June 3, the strikers voted to- go
back to work after accepting
Firestone’s latest offer: to im-
mediatély¢ ] ) the
workers, - to+rehire others es
vac‘ancies:occur, and to nego-
tiate with .the union over the
future of those Firestone con-
siders to have “bad work re-
cords.”

White rulers’
in aquandary

The Black workers of South
Africa hold the key to the liber-
ation of the Azanian people.
For the strength of South
African capitalism lies in thé
ability of the whites to extract
super-profits from the largely
Black workforce! Black and
mixed-race . workers ~ produce
most of the vast wealth that
enables the country’s five mil-
lion whites to live in luxury and
maintain a strong state o re-
press the other 23 million
people. Without these workers,
the South African economy
would come to a halt.

As the Azanian workers have
come to realize—and begun to
exercise—their enormous pow-
er, the white ruling class has
found itself in a quandary
because straight-out repres-
sion of these workers would

destroy the labor force.
Dealing with this contradic-
tion has become harder and
harder for the ruling class in
recent years. This spring,
South African Prime Minister
Pieter W. Botha pointed out in
a speech that even the South
African arms industry work-
force is 50 percent Black. Ac-
cording to the Wall Street
Journal, he also told his aud-
ience that “to keep the factories
working and to prevent dis-
gruntled Blacks and ‘coloureds’

~ from sabotaging equipment,

this government must look
after them.”

In line with this Botha has
advocated slight reforms of the
apartheid system, including
dropping the word apartheid.
But the result of this has been
to please no one in the white
community. Botha has actually
done more talking than action,
so whites who believe reforms
are necessary to head off an in-,

tensification of the Black strug-"

gie (most of them of English
descent and based in owner-
ship of Industry) are Impatient.

Meanwhile, many of the rural-
based whites of Dutch/German
descent, the Afrikaners who
make up 60 percent of the white
population, believe that any
concessions whatsoever to the
Blacks will lead to the destruc-
tion of white rule.

At the same time, as the
current wave of struggle shows,
Botha's maneuvers have failed
to fool the Black people of
South Africa.

. As.we go to press, a most

/important day for the Azanian
: people is approaching—June
'16, the fifth anniversary of the

Soweto uprising by Black stu-
dents: itis likely that by the time
you read this, demonstrations
and protests in commemora-
tion of the Soweto heroes and
the Soweto dead will have over-

- shadowed the events of Repub-
‘tic Day Week. What is sure;

however, is that the battle
against the South African white
ruling class will go 6n, and that
the gains in strength and unity
made by the Black, mixed-race
and indian people over the past
year make the prospects for

“their struggle better than they

have been for several years.[]
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Russian invasion of Poland near?

On June 5, the Russian ruling ciass delivered an ultimatum to
the Polish government that may be the prelude to a Russian
invasion of Poland. In a letter to the Central Comrmittee of the
Polish United Workers Party (PUWP), Russian President Leonid
Brezhnev warned that the fate of Poland “as a free and indepen-
dent country” was in danger. He criticized PUWP leader Stanisiaw
Kania and Polish Prime Minister Wojclech Jaruzelskl for losing
control o¥the country. The letter amounts to an ultimatum that
unless Kania cracks down on Polish workers—or is replaced by a
more hardline leadership—Russian troops will move in.

Kania took over leadership of Poland's state-capitalist society
after a massive workers' rebellion last August. To appease the
workers, he has granted concessions that include legal recogni-
tion of the workers’ independent union (Solidarnosc), consider-
able freedom of the press and a degree of democracy within the
PUWP. Despite these concessions, the workers are continuing
their revolt and the country remains In turmoil.

The Russian ruling class fears that unless the workers can be
suppressed, state-capitalist rule In Poland wiil collapse alto-
gether. In November the Russlan government massed 250,000
troops on the Polish border, and an invasion seemed imminent.
However, the Russians agreed to give Kania more time to
establish some control over Poland. Now they may no longer be
willing to wait. In particular, the Russian ruling class fears that
the PUWP Congress, scheduled to begin on July 14, will not oniy
approve the reforms, but may further undermine the party's
bureaucratic apparatus, which Is the real basis of state-capitalist
rule.
With Russian backing, a r@«ﬂlne faction within the PUWP has
begun to openly attack Kanla's compromise policies. In May
PUWP leaders In Katowice condemned Kanla for knuckling under
to the workers’ movement. At a June 3-10 Central Committee
meeting the hardliners, who include 20 percent of the committee,
demanded Kania’s resignation and the restoration of order “at all
costs.” Kania kept his post only by admitting that the charges
against him were “fully justified,” and promising to crack down on
the press and enforce discipline within the party. While he added
that there was “no sensible alternatlve” to accepting reforms in
Polish society, it is clear that the hardliners are on the offensive
against Kania and the other moderates.

An escalation of the Polish crisis seems inevitable. If Kania
tries to suppress the workers’ movement he risks provoking a

confrontation that will force the Russian army to move in. If he

continues to compromise, the hardiiners will provoke a govern-
ment crisis that is likely to bring about the same result.

Israel bombs Iragi reactor

In a blatant act of aggression, Israeli warplanes destroyed an
Iragi nuclear reactor complex on June 8. Israeli Prime Minister
Menachem Begin claimed the attack was a case of “self-defense,”
that the Iraqi government was planning to use the plant to bulid
nuclear weapons for use against Israel. Citing the murder of six
milliorr Jews during World War il, he declared that Israel would
never allow another Holocaust against the Jewish people to occur.

In reality there were two motives for the rald on Iraq. First, the
Israeli ruling class wants to maintain its military superiority not
only over Iraq, but also over the entire Arab world. The Israeli
military has had atomic bombs for years, as well as enjoying
superiority in conventional wgapons against the Arab nations. If °
any Arab country deveioped a nuclear arsenal of its own, this
advantage would be nullified. Consequently, Begin is claiming the
“right” to destroy any nuclear installations constructed by Arab
governments in the Middle East. -

_ .Second, the raid was a warning that Israel Is displeased with
alliances between Western imperialism and Arab countries that
threaten Israel’s own imperialist interests in the Middie East. The
Reagan administration recently agreed to ship sophisticated
military equipment to Saudi Arabla and is seeking better relations
with conservative Arab rulers. The French government, which
helped build the Iragi nuclear plant, has sold arms to several Arab
nations. By attacking Iraq the Israeli government wanted to show
that it was ready to risk a new Middle East war rather than aliow

the U.S. and Western European ruling c!asses a free hand to
strengthen their ties with Arab rulers.
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Native Americans

(Continued from page 5)
tions in the country—such as
Kerr-McGee, Gulf & Western
and Peabody Coal Co.

The specific form this attack
. took was the passage of Public

Law 93-531, which called for a-

livestock reduction program
and for the partition of JUA
lands into an official Navajo
region and a separate Hopi
region, of equal size. (There are
some 8,000 Navajos currently
living in the JUA and approxn-
mately 100 Hopi* people:)”
Under the livestock reduction
program, which the govern-
ment justified ;
cause of "overgw ing,” farmers
have been fined or have had

y ‘peo
certainly need their rights d
fended. But so does evel

ing all gay peopre “This’ means
that the movement needs to
fight for the rights of lesbian
mothersyto. the hildren;, the
rights of gay prisoners: to-their

> necessary be-

their livestock destroyed for
exceeding the limits placed on
the number of livestock grazed
per acre. Navajo and Hopi
people have had to post armed
24-hour guards over their herds
to protect them from the patrols
of the BIA police.

But the livestock reduction
program has taken its toll, and
many farmers in the JUA have
found it harder and harder to
earn enough to survive. Mean-
while, the Navajo and Hopi Re-
location Commission in Flag-
staff, Arizona, is offering a
$5,000 cash bonus to any
Navajo or Hopi family that
voluntarily leaves the land—on
top of $44,800 in relocation and

men, and trans-
nd transsexuals. ~
the gay movement
self as part of the
vement of all work-

: mg class' and. oppressed peo-

ple. All working class and op-
pressed people face more and

.more attacks as this system

goes further into crisis. The Re-

“the Natl'v

housing costs to any family of
three or less, and $60,000 to
any family of four or more.
Faced with a choice of living at
bare subsistence’levels or relo-
cating to the cities, some
families have been forced to re-
locate; the Flagstaff relocation
commission claims that more
than 2,000 applications have
already been filed.

Those living on Big Moun-

tain, however, say they think the’

majority of Navajos and Hopi
plan to stay in the JUA and
continue their resistance ef-
forts.

An important focus of these
resistance efforts has been the
fight against the second part of
Public Law 93-531: the partition
of the JUA lands. After two
years of construction, the fed-
eral crews reached Big Moun-
tain in 1979 and met the first re-
sistance there. Katherine
Smith, a Navajo elder, fired a
warning shot over the heads of
the fencing crew and after they
left tore out the posts they
had put in. Although Navajos
on Big Mountain have not
succeeded in blocking the con-

ruction, resistance groups
have formed on Big Mountain
and in the towns of Teesto and
Jeddito out of the organizing
against livestock impoundmient
and fencing-in the JUA.

ARA Akk A

One of the tactics of the De-
partment of. the Interior and the
federal government as a whole
in, weaken g the resistance of

Americans in the
JUA to these attacks on their

pubHcans and Democrats, for

galnst gay people,
but also agalnst Black people,

--women, Latins, poor people,

workers. We niged to bulld unity
among all people who are fight-
ingfora decent life. We need to
defend and stick up for one
another. in this way, we stand a
real chanee of being able to win
some g’alns

By doing these things we
believe the movement can be
revitalized. We can begin to
seriously defend the rights of
lesbians and gay males. And
we can ensure that more and
more people can have pride in
being gay.[d

livestock and land has been to
publicize the conflict as a tribal
dispute between the Navajo
and Hopi people.

On one level, they have the
support of the tribal councils in
the JUA in doing this. Abbott
Sekaquaptewa, chairman of the
Hopi tribal council, has implied
that the partitioning of the JUA
is a fair settlement of an histor-
ical conflict between the two
tribes, in which Navajos were
responsible for marauding and
pillaging Hopi villages. Hopi
and Navajo traditionalists, on
the other hand, have rejected
these views, claiming that Hopi
and Navajo people have lived to-
gether peacefully since 1500.
The traditionalists also believe
that the only possible tribal
dispute is between the Navajo
and Hopi tgbal councils over
the mineral rights and money
from leasing the iands of the
JUA.

Many of the Hopi who have
joined the resistance initiated
By Navajo women and tradition-
alists see the partitioning as
a “no-win" situation for both
tribes. Along with the Navajo
people remaining in the JUA,
they anticipate the Department
of the Interior will force every-
one in the JUA to move off their
land and to the cities so that
strip-mining in the JUA can be-
gin. As a Navajo elder, Ashike
Bitsie, said of - the federal
government: “lI don’t need to
see what is written in black and
white. Their intention is to get

legislating attacks
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rid of us all at one time. ... In
the end, | think both Navajo and
Hopi will lose.”
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Protests such as the Keams
Canyon rally have succeeded in
temporarily stopping the five-
year livestock reduction pro-
gram. Meanwhile, Navajo chap-
ters and other resistance
groups are meeting regularly to
discuss organizing against fu-
ture livestock impoundment,
the fencing of the JUA and the
possibility of forced relocation
by the federal government. The
American Indian Movement
(AIM) has helped is. organizing
resistance and raising the
funds and supplies needed by
the Native Americans in the
JUA. Support has also come
from individuals and service
and environmental organiza-
tions across the country.

Native Americans in the JUA
need all the support and unity
in organizing resistance that it
is possible to build. They are
facing an Intense, uphill strug-
gle against the interests of the
powerful energy industry. As
Hopi traditionalist Thomas
Banyacya put it: “It is a Hopi
prophecy that when you throw
all honor and justice out the
window, and you have no
regard for human rights, that
there is going to be terrible
punishment for those who start
messing around with human
life. We are getting close to

Ltﬁ;n time.” ]
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