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Opposition Grows to U.S.

Intervention i

Rebels Hold
Their Ground

In the face of a major military cam-
paign to crush them, the armed libera- .
tion forces of El Salvadcer are holding
their.ground. In early March, govern-
ment troops 4 to sweep the Frente

in the same- period; "heavy ﬂghting
broke out in other areas of the country
as well. According to thé Christian Sci-
ence Monitor (March 16, 1981), the - &
FMLN forces are “everywhere,” and
have forced the army onto the defen-

sive #n some areas.’
On March 24, the FMLN observed a
(Continued on page 8)

FMLN is maintalning its struggle againsl U.S. imperialism. s

'
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Welfare for
-
the RlCh ) APRIL 13—The number of missing and
ey murdered Black youths in Atlanta is growing
at an alarming pace. In the past month alone,
the bodies of three more yeung people have
been found, bringing the official total of mur-
“dered or mjssing youths to 25.
_ The body of Timothy Hill, 13, was found in
the Chattahoochee River on March 30; the
. body of Eddie Duncan, 21, was recovered the
- ‘next day from the river; and the body of Larry
Rogers, also 21, was discovered in an aban-
doned apartment building, April 9. Darien
Glass, 10, and Joseph Bell, 13, are still
missing.

Letter From
South Africa

See page 15 7

people have marched and demonstrated in
response to the Atianta killings. On March
13, 10,000 people participated in'a candie-
light vigil in New York City’s Harlem com-
munity, and on March 22, over 1,500 marched
in Miami.

On April 4, the Black United Front” held
.demonstrations in several cities to commem-
orate the assassination of Martin Luther
King, Jr., and to protest the growing racist
terror. The murders in Atlanta were the num-
ber one concern of these demonstrations.

S 523
®

Mineré
Strike to
Defend

Union
See page 12

ed FMLN militants. Despite some losses the

In cities across the country, thousands of

in El Salvador

NEW YORK, April 11—Hundreds of
organizations and individuals from the
anti-draft, anti-war, civil rights, trade
union, women, lesbian and gay and
othgr movements have come together
in an umbrella coalition called the
People's Anti-War Mobilization (PAM)
to build a mass march on the
Pentagon on May| 3. The demonstra-
tion will demand:” Stop the U.S. War
Build-up; No U.S. Intervention in EI
Salvador; Money for Jobs and Human
Needs, Not for the Pentagon; End
Racism, Repression, and All-Forms of
Bigotry; Stop the Draft.

“Endorsers of the May 3 mobilization
include: the Coalition in Support of
the People of El Salvador; the National
Anti-Klan Network; the Black United
Front; many chapters of the Coalition
Against Registration and the Draft
(CARD); the Mobilization for Survival,;
the American Friends Service Commit-
tee; the War Resisters League; Wom-

(Continued on page 8)

" Atlanta: Killings Continue,
Protests Mount

Harlem vigil for the Black children of Atlanta.

Some 1,500 people marched in. New York,
over 2,000 people attended a rally in Chicago,
1,300 peopie marched in Oakland, Californja,

(Continued on page 4}




our |
reqders
write. ..

Send letters to:
TORCH, PO Box 1288
New York, NY 10116

Prisoners denounce
Judy executlon

Dear Torch/La Antorcha, 0

As you know by now, murdere
today’s killing of Steven Judy very mt
went off without any problems  death penali”y
—unfortunate. [Steven Judy, have historic
age 24, was- executed in the the state :
!ndlana State Penltentiary “at
MIch!gan City on Marg

3 legally
\nd: we are also

e

The R'evolliinonary So6 ~ : talist has
holding its Fifth National ut
19-21. Members, symB%fhuze f’ﬁnd friends of

al convention

and an informal exch ul
|deas

League of Jamaica,
RSL into a single in
" delegation of RML ¢
the convention and.
tion on the current
maica. The RML talk

leading up to

Jamaica Labour Party | and the work of the' ;
in this new situation. ™ .~ : Issue.
The convention will -also be dlscussmg the

tasks ‘and perspectives of the RSL. We are attending our

Postal worker describes
stepped-up harassment

Dear Torch/La Antorcha,

In the Cathedral Station of
the Post Office in New York
there is a steady harassment
of the worker by Mr. Blumen
and Mr. Nolan. We are being
treated like we're in a concen-
tration camp, or mentaily tor-
tured like the hostages in fran.
Each day it's a new thing.
First it was the closing of the
door to the work floor. Next, it
was the coffee . break, not
being allowed a piece of cake

SUPPORT THE
PRISONER
- LTERATURE FUND

In the past two years, the Torch/
La Antorcha has greatly expanded
its coverage of prisoners’ struggles.
The number of prisoners who read
the Torch/La Antorcha and cor-
respond with the Revolutionary So-
clalist League has also increased
significantly,
The RSL provides revolutionary
literature to prisoners to the oxtent
“ that we can. Also, large numbers of
gfleonm recelve free subscriptions
e Torch/La Antorcha.
ck of funds keeps us from
g prigoners all the lterature
ant. Thus, to Increase the
“literature we can send,
iabllahad 8 Prisoner Lit-
Fund We. encourage all
] Tomhl].a Antorcha to
91% fund go that we can
D) narsiwith revolutionary
teratiire ‘h 036 Who can ma:s a
g8, no matter how
mﬁiﬁ%ﬁgtﬁd 56 50. This money
will beused exclusively for provid-
g prisonere with revolutionary lit-
ratufe,
Send contributions to:
Prisorior Literature Fund
PO Box 1288
New York, NY 10116

in store for worklr;g and op-

pre% ed people is greater than ever. The
discussion of the tasks and perspectives of the
RSL will be further elaborated by two addition-

discussions: one on Black

. Liberation and a second on Mexican/Chicano

!udeseworkshops and a Saturday evening
hde ‘show and party.

: All RSL branches will be involved in pre-con-
“vention discussion in the two-month period
the .convention. Due to the’
extensive resources needed to organize and
carry out a successful convention, we plan to
skip publlcatlon of the July 15~August 14 issue
of the Torch/La Antorcha. Publication will
resume with the August 15-September 14

3

Friends of the R:. who are interested in

Fifi  National Convention

entering a time of deepening - economic, should contect: .KRod Miller, RSL National
political and social crisis in the U.S. and Office, PO Box 1288, New York, NY 10116,
throughout the world. In this context, the need Those who cannot attend the ¢onvention, in
to build a genuinely revolutionary socialist al-. particular our friends in prison, are invited to
ternative to the barbarism which world send solidarity messages.

or Danish wnh the coffee.
Next it was no talking. Next it
was no music. Then they
didn’t want you to step off the
case. Now if you speak to
your delegate, you're leaving
your assignment. If you step
from side to side to throw the
mail you're stepping away
from the case.

The mail is being delayed
by managers' inefficient way
to communicate with the
workers. The mail in Cathedral
Station issdelayed sometimes
three and four days. We had a
heating problem where we
were told to put on three or
four sweaters. There was no
burner in the boiler yet man-
agement said there was heat!
_ Itis a crime because we the
workers want to come and do
our jobs. We are being pres-
sured to quit for whatever
reason. We the workers would
like to know why we are per-
secuted and mentally tortured
every day. We would like a
reply.

A Postal Worker
Cathedral Statfon

A postal worker correspon-
dent replies:

When we're locking for!.bé
causes of the harassment at
Cathedral Station, we should
reaiize that workers and op-
pressed people are under at-
tack everywhere. Right now
millions of us aré out of work,
and those who still have jobs
are being speeded up and ha-
rassed just as at Cathedral
Station. Inflation has us
pushed against the wall. Both
the government and right-
wing groups like the Moral

Majority and the Klan and
Nazis are trying to take away
what rights we have to controi
our lives.

The reason for all these
attacks is profits. The eco-
nomic system is in a serious
crisis, and the ruling class
that runs it is trying to save it
out of the sweat, toil and
nerves of working class and
oppressed people. For more
profits is why we have the un-
employment, inflation and at-
tacks on our rights. And al-
though the Post Office is
technically “non-profit,” it is
to save money for the ruling
class that the workets are
getting more harassment and
speedup on the one hand, and
the customers are getting
Service cutbacks and rate
increases on the other. In
addition, in this period before
our contract expires, manage-
ment is trying to demoralize
us to keep us from fighting
back. .

The managers at Cathedral
may have their own peculiar
style of oppressing people,
but in reality their haragsment

is part of a general attack on -

all of us.

If we are going to stop these
attacks, all workers and op-
pressed must unite to fight
back. All of us must support
each other, from struggles
against harassment at Cathe-
dral Station to racist murders
in Atlanta. We must resurrect
the old slogan: “An injury to
one is an injury to all!"
Finally, for those at Cathedral,
it means beginning by uniting
those who want to fight back
now against the harassment.
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Reagan’s Economic Program —

By WILLIAM FALK

Ronald Reagan claims that;
the way to restore the eco-
nomic, political and moral -
health of the United States is' .

to reaffirm the traditional val-"

ues of independence, self-
reliance and individual initia~ -
tive .among the people of the
country: And he claims that
the biggest enemy of those
vatues is “big government,”
particularly its regulation of
private industry and its num-
erous soclal programs.

As aresult, Reagan sees his
proposed budget cuts not ]USI :

thatihe is"mo
fhose that he

" dren (AFDC), 't
Medicaid, Socia
ability, " schc
grams and p
compensatlona Welfa )

gan claims, destroys the “in-
centive to work and creates a
clags of freeload-

ers and cheats
witlrout - self-re-"
spect or moral fi-
ber.

But for all  his
sermonizing, Rea-
gan is not’ really:

- opposed to wel-
fare. - In fact, his
economic policies
add up to ope big
welfare program—
for the capitalist
class. As the lib-
eral Washington
Post put it, the
Reagan effort is:
“The most extraor-
dinary attempt by
any president in
modern times to re-
allocate the resour-

various programs would affect

ces of the faderal government
. The money would go
"oor to lhe rich.”

%Reagan announced
hrs economic agenda in Feb-
ruary he. said the cuts in

both rich and poor, “equally.”

pro an‘%’ lhg\

evelo‘ment Ad- 1y overcharged for gasoline

will be given $11 billion more.

But the oil companies are
not the only part of the energy
industry to be rewarded for
their “initiative.” While elderly
people who currently recelve a
few.pennies to help with high
fuel bills are being told to
stand’on their own two feet,”
clear power industry Is

dditiohal therapy for
oral fiber of the country,

dﬁglr:led ‘to° continue paying
ut the $63 million a year that

o goes.to ensure fat profits for

Protesters in Washmgton; D.C.; oppose
budget cuts. -

the tobaccoﬁ growers Mean-
while 'y every medical
m the federal gov-
involved in is bemg

by

ivesexpense account meals.:
While the food stamp program
pays .50 cents per meal to
people who.need it, the gov-
rnment. routinely subsrdrzes
half the cost of $100 lunches
that are deducted from corpo-
rate -income’ as a business

. expense.

Perhaps the biggest welfare
program for the rich in the
Reagan budget is the $222.8
billion in military spending.
This <involves a $34 billion
increase over Carter’'s pro-

-

posed budget and will soak up
70 percent of the money
Reagan is cutting out of the
social service programs. Near-
ly all the new money is going
into military hardware and
nearly all of the latter s
bought from the highly profit-
able top 10 defense contrac-
tors—some of the biggest
corporatioks In the, country—
such as General Electric, Gen-
eral Dynamics, etc. "Defense”
spending is one big boondog-
gle. The defense contractors
sign  “cost-plus” contracts
with the government, which
guarantee profits to the corpo-
rations. All cost increases,
whether the result of inflation,
inefficiency, fraud or waste,
are paid for by the govern-
ment. Moreover, in general,
the greater the costs, the
greater the profits, since the
profits are calculated as a per-
centage of “allgwable costs.”

elfare for the Rich

spendable income.

When you add in the effects
of inflation (which push lower
-income people into higher tax
brackets) and the effect of
Social Security tax increases,

the reality of the tax cut plan

is even clearer. Using the ad-
ministration’s own @ percent
annual inflation figure, several
separate studies have shown
that the net effect of the three
year plan is no tax reduction
at.all for anyone earning under
$30,000 a year.

Harder to figure in terms of
- dollars and cents are Reagan’s
plans to give the country's
land, air and water to the capi-
talists. The oil and minerals
underneath public land are
being given to the oil com-
panies to exploit for their
private profit. Environmental
and anti-pollution regulations
that require corporations to

Workers assemble Grumman Corporation’s “money plane,” the
F-14 fighter. Capitalists will reap vast profits from defense
budget increases.

It is therefore in the interests
of the defense firm to increase
these costs. All the defense
contractor has to do is land
the contract, stretch out the
work and collect the checks.
Looks like yyelfare chiseling to
us.

Tax cut favors

wealthy -

.Reagan’s big claim to be the
champion of the average citi-
zen is based on his “across
the board” 10 percent tax cut.
But the truth is that nearly 30
percent of the tax cut bene-
fits will go to the richest five
percent of the taxpayers. In
the first year of the cut, a fam-
ily of four earning $15,000
would see their spendable

" income rise by 2.4 percent.

Meanwhile, a family of four-
that takes in $100,000 would
get a. 6.7 percent increase in

©© APRIL15-MAY 14,1981/ TORCH/ PA

clean up after themselves—
that is, pay the purchase price
of clean air and water—are
being relaxed. All of this

means billions of doliars in-

the hands of the big capitalist
concerns. Finally, as if :to
‘teach us the true meaning of
free enterprise Reagan is

: consrdenng selling the urban-

area’national parks to private

deVelopers and turning other -

national parks - over to. the
corporatrons that now run the
parks’ hotels and restadrants.

“Well, you know we can
lecture our children about ex-
travagance untll we run out. of
voice and breath,” Réagan.has
said in various speeches, “or
we can cure their ex!ravagance
simply by reduclng their -al-

"lowance.” But Reagan has:no

intention of reducing the al-
lowance of his_ *“children” in
theruling class. Quite the con-
trary. They're .getting a sub-
stantial raise, whlle ‘the work-
ers and poor people are ‘being
put on rations to pay for it.[J

AN
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~ Atlanta: Killings Continue,

. M b
Atlanta police arrest Gene Férguson for participating in self-

" Protests Mount

defense patrol.

(Continued from page 1)
1,600 in Portland, Oregon,
and 2,000 in Pittsburgh.

The Revolutionary Socialist
League -has:.been actively in-
voived in ‘organizing efforts
around the Atlanta murders.

A

Chicago, Indiana, for exam-
ple, the RSL introduced a
motion calling on the local to
encourage 1010 ‘members to
wear green ribbons and to
form a committee to organize
against ‘the . racist kliilings.
This motion was adopted and

nta itself there Is in-
creasing frictiombetween the
e Black Establishment-and peo-
-+ ple-in-the communities affect-
© ed..by the M
Maynard

' of Colared People): and .t
SCLC  (Southerii® - Christian
Leadership Confererice). have
attempted to ‘'discredit the or-
ganizing efforts of:mothers of
“the victims. The “Mothers’
Committee to STOP Children’s
Murders was responsible in

‘union’ Local
1010, Inland -Steel, in East the first place for pushing the

the committee has. been set

city (which wanted to ignore
and hush up the murders) to
establish a special task force
last fall and more recently has
been the spark for most of the
marches around the. country.
The committee has been col-
lecting money, both for the
families of victims and for a
program to send Black chil-
dren out of Atlanta this sum-
mer.

At a news conference on
March 24, and in conversa-
tions with the press since, the
established Black leaders, in-
cluding Julian Bond, Benja-
min Hooks and Joseph Low-
ery, have insinuated that the
founderdé)f the Mothers’ Com-
mittee, ille Bell, Willie
Mae Mathis'and Venus Taylor,
have been embezzling the
money they are collecting and
are out for personal gain. In an
apparent attempt to add
weight to this smear cam-
paign, the Atlanta police ar-
rested Reverend Earl Carroll
on April 8 on a serles of fund
raising fraud charges. Carroll
was an early critic of the cjty’s
handling of the murder cases
and at one time ‘was con-

nected to the Mothers’ Com--

mittee. Meanwhiley. the .city
has decided, witheut consulf-
ing .those “involved, to  turn
over money it receives for the
families to the SCLC.

The. conflict- has been even
sharper between the city gov-
ernment and about 50 resi-
dents” of Teéhwood Homes,
one of Atlanta’s many public
housling. projects, who have
orgariized self-defense
squads. On March 20, the first
day of the self-defense pa-

trols, police arrested Chimu-
renga Jenga and Gene Fergu-
son for carrying unloaded
weapons. A third participant
in the patrols, Jerome Gibbs,
was arrested the next day on
similar charges.

Plans for a national march
to protest the racist murders
are now in the works. The
Mothers' Committee to STOP
Children’s Murders called for
a May 25 march on Washing-
ton, D.C., which is likely to
bring thousands of people to
the nation’s capital. Extensive
local organizing is continuing
as well. It is crygial that the
climate of racist violence
which is growing throughout
the country be met by massive
protests, educational cam-
paigns and other activities
which can be organized by
anti-racist forces.[]

Joseph Lowery (seated) and
Benjamin Hooks. Both have
criticized militant mothers of
Atlanta victims.

s

-
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.ago, when non-violence"

~ Malcolm X on

The Atlanta killings and
other recent incidents -of
racist violence have raised |}
a decades-old ‘question of
what tactics the Black and
anti-racist movements
should use in combatting
the attacks. Nearly 20-years

was the approach .advocat- -
ed by most Black leaders of - |
the civil rights movement,
one voice—that of Malcolm
X—spoke out loudly and
clearly for'a different ap-
‘proach: armed self-defense.
Today, Malcolm X's words
on the subject ring as true
as if he were saying them now. Below are two excerpts:
one from the Statement of Basic Aims and Objectives, the
other from the Basic Unity Program, of the Organization
of Afro-American Unity, the organization Maicolm. X
formed after splitting with the Nation of islam in March
1964, just one year before he was assassinated.

“Since self-preservation is the first law of nature, we
assert the Afro-American’s right of self-defense. ’

Self-Defense
' .

“The Constitution of the U.S.A. clearly affirms the right
~of every American citizen to bear arms. And as Americans,
we will not give up a single right guaranteed under the
Constitution. The history of the unpunished violency
against our people clearly indicates that we must be
prepared to defend ourselves or we will continue to be a

defenseless people at the mercy of a ruthless and violent
racist mob. hd '

_“We assert that in those areas where the government is
either unable or unwilling to protect the lives and propény

of our people, that our Eeople are within their rights to -
y. Aman

- protect themselves by means

with a rifle_or club can only be stopped by a el
defends himself with a rifle or ch':l‘;.e : ¥ 8 porsan whe

“Tactics based solely on morality can onl ks ‘
. ) ucceed
when' ycut are :eallng with basically moral peyople or a
‘moral system. A man or system which o
because of his color is not moral. PPIESsss 2 man

“In areas where the United States ;
" T government has
shown itself unable and/or unwilling to bring to justice
.thg racist oppressors, murderers, who kill Innocént
children and aduits, the Organization of Afro-American
;JSityladv?:a:gs that the Afro-American’ people insure
rselves that justice is done—whate i
any means nevestery v ver the price and by

Black Man
Lynchedin

Mobile, Ala.

Early Saturday morn-
ing, March 21, the body of
Michael Donald was
found hanging from a tree
in Mobile, Alabama. Don-
ald, a 19-year-old Black
man, had left his aunt’s
home the night before to
buy some cigarettes. He
never returned. Marks on
his body indicate he was
severely beaten and then
strangled to death before
being hidnged.

Donald Is the first
known lynching victim
since 1959.

On March 25, three
white men, Ralph Hayes,
23, Jimmy Edgar, 22, and
his brother Johnny Edgar,
26, we arrested and
charged with killing Don-
ald. There Is no evidence
that the three men knew

Donald. .Yet Maobile .offi-

cials ., insist there is no
Indication that the murder
was racially motivated.
Black people in Mabile
feel differently. Many
agree with Stanley Don-
ald, who . believes his
brother was killed because
the white men thought he
was seeing a white wom-
an. Other young Black
men, fearful of a wave of
racist violence, are report-
ed to be taking “extra pre-
cautions” when out late a
night. )
While there is no evi-
dence that the three men
in Mobile are part of an
organized plot to carry out
racist terror, it does not
follow that the lynching is

-an isolated incident. “In a

society where racism has
become socially accept-
able again, it is inevitable
that lynching. will also
become socially accept-
able,” th® Southem Or-
ganizing Committee for
Economic and Social Jus-
tice cormrectly noted in a
statement on the Mobile
killing.

The last big wave of
lynchings occurred in the
1930s, when nearly 100
Black people were lynched
each year. To stop the

‘growing number of racist

attacks, and to prevent a
wave of lynchings before
it _starts, will take an ag-
gressive counter-offens-
ive by anti-racist forces.

s

BRI e O o
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Klan mem ar ducl{:t
slogans while waiting

Me,riden,]
- A
THE

By RICK ALLEN

On March 21, sever
dred ‘militant counter-
strators ran the Ku Ki
from the streets of M
Connecticut. Shouting
to the.Klan!” and:“Co
Klan work hand in han
counter-demonstrators
the Klan with rocks, t
bricks and pieces of co
Twenty-two people we
jured, all of them cops ¢
members, and seven we
to the hospital. This
was a stunning defeat |
Klan and a major victc
the anti-Klan movemen

Residents defen
their community

The Kian march and
was a provocation
people of Meriden. Orge
by the Invisible FEr
Knights of the Ku Klux
and led by their Im
Wizard Bill Wilkinson,
march was called to su
Eugene Hale, a white
who, while off duty, shc
killed George Rakestrau,
year-old Black man susp
of shoplifting. People in
den were outraged at
racist shooting. By mart
in support of the police
Klan was advocating
“right” of police to ten
Black, Latin and working (
communities. The people
came out to oppose the
were ‘there to. defend
communities from racist
police terror. .

Meriden has a histor
militant struggle. Itis a ci
60,000 people in central |
necticut, caught betwee
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slogans while waiting for them to come out.

Meriden, Connecticut

Residents defend
ﬂaeir community

-The Kian: march - and raily:

by ‘the Invisible Emplre
Knights of the Ku Kiux®Klan
and led by their “imperial
Wizard Bill - Wilkinson, the
march was Called to support

Eugene ‘Hale, a white cop-

who, while off duty, shot and
killed George Rakestrau, a 24-
year-old Black man suspected
of shoplifting. People in Meri-
den were outraged "at this
racist shooting. By marching
in support of the police, the

Klan was ~advocating. - the =

“right” of police to terrorize
Biack, Latin and working class

communities. The people who.

came out to oppose the Klan
were there to defend their
communities from racist and
police terror.

Meriden has a history of
militant struggle. 1t is a city of
60,000 people in central Con-
necticut, caught between a

people of Meriden: Orgamzed‘

‘declmfng ndustrial base and
“the suburban spread f nearby;,a

Three”  different -
were ‘set-for that Saturday in
Meriden. The Klan planned to
march to“the Gity Hall and
holid ‘a rally 'theré. The Inner
City E;(?change (ICE), a Hart-
ford cuvrlfnghts group, planned
a march to the police station
seekmg to get Hale suspend-
ed but intentionally “ignoring”
the Klan and their actions.

B The .Progressive Labor- Party
_and their front group, the In-,
.ternatronal Committee

Against Racism (PLP/InCAR),

planned ‘a march to City Hall '
to confront the Kian rally. In’

addition, hundreds of Latin,
Black and white residents of
Meriden and nearby towns in
Connecticut, angered at the

cop killing and the presence .

of the Klan- on their- streets,
turned out'{o oppose the Klan.
Many came -armed with. golf
clubs, bats or sticks. ‘Several

supporters of the Revolution- -

ary Socialist League also par-

-ticipated in the day’s anti-Klan

activities.

The Klan was able to hold-
its march and was joined by

as many as 200 racist sup-
porters for the rally in front of
the Meriden City Hall. About
15 minutes after the Klan rally
began, PLP/INCAR arrived at
City Hall, shouting and throw-
ing a few rocks and bottles at

marches

the Klan. The ‘Klan retreatéd
inside City Hall 3
pdshed back P
one was injur

| at this point,
PLP/InCAR
, vtelth the
erthe bulld—

then left the' |

i lnslde City
1 hour, the 23

Guarded by &' formation of 40
ceops they tried-to march back
to their cars. But the anti-Klan
demonstrators, enraged at the
sight of the robed Klan mem-
bers, surgéd-tdiward to sur-
round the Klan. People
shouted “Death to the Klan”
and began sc¢rambling up a
nearby hill fo find material to

_throw-at the Kian; soon, the

debris started raining down on
the: Klan ‘and their cop protec-

“'tors. The Klan members gath-

ered up their robes and started
running for: their lives back
along . the "half-mile route to
their cars. One woman Klan
member was Knocked uncon-

scious with: serious. head in-~

juries and had to be carried
out.. Fights broke out in the
crowd . bet) ween racists and
anti-Klan demonstrators The
fighting st ped soon after
the bloodreo\,( Klan members

.got back to their cars and left.

The . cops. arrested two anti-
Klan demonstrators, charging
both with breach of peace and
one with an ‘additional charge '
of assault on a police -officer.

Political lessons

There are several important

political lessons' that can and

~and they were prepared to

Klan members duck to escape rock barrage as they leave Merlden courthouse. Earlier, counter-demonstralors gathered"'at the courthouse shouled antl Klan

»

should be learned from these
events. The most immediate
lesson Is that militant direct
counter-demonstrations can
be an effective tactic in the
struggle against the Klan. The
Klan suffeged serious injuries
and will probably think care-
fully before having another
public. demonstration in Con-
necticut. When the Klan is
defeated like they were In
Meriden, they look weak in the
eyes of their potential base
and have a more difficult time
attracting and recruiting new
members; in times of strug-
gle, people In the middle are
often wori to the side that
appears strongest. The victory
over the Klan should be a tre~

“mendous boost to anti-Klan

organizing in Connecticut.

Another important lesson is
that many working class peo-
ple, especially Blacks and
Latins, are ready and willing
to militantly fight the Kian.
The anti-Klan action was ba-
sically spontaneous ard lack-
ing in overall organization:
PLP/InCAR had left over an
hour before, the ICE would
have nothing to do with the
people who fought the Kian
and the few supporters of the
RSL who-were present were in
no position to lead or organize
the effort to drive the Klan out
of Meriden. It was mostly
working class residents of
Meriden and nearby cities,
acting from their own class
instincts, who drove the Kian
from the streets of Meriden.
These people knew that the
Klan represents a _mortal
threat to their lives and rights

defend themselves by any
means available.

Most important, the anti-

RESIDENTS DRIVE
'OFF THEIR STREETS

Klan demonstration, com-
bined with the raciaf situation
in Con cut and around the
country, points out the need
for a strong anti-Kian move-
ment and the value of an
_organized network . of anti-
Klan, activists. Racist violence
is reaching near-epidemic pro-
portions throughout the coun-
try. The Klan-has been actively
organizing in Connecticut;
they held a rally of over 300
people in Scotland last Sep-
tember (see Torch/La Antor-
cha, Vol. 7, No. 10) and
received significant support in
Meriden. There is every reason
to expect continued racist
activity in Connecticut, as
well as every reason to expect
that there will be militant
opposition to this activity.

Strong movement
.needed

The victory over the Klan in
Meriden should not become
just an isolated incident. 1t is
necessary to build a strong
movement against the Klan.
This movegent should edu-
cate people about the threat
‘the Klan and Nazis represent
in this period of . capitalist
crisis and it should unite and
organize anti-Klan activists.
And the anti-Kian movement
should seek to unite with
other struggles against capi-
talist oppression to build a
united movement against the
entire capitalist system from
which the threat of fascism
arises. Only when we get rid

.. of the whole rotten capitalist

system can we do away with
the threat of fascism once and
for all.Od
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Johnny ‘Imani’ Harris back in court

Johnny “Imani” Harris, &’ B!ack man whose double frame-up
by Alabama police has recelved intérnational aftention, was
back in court April 8. Lawyers for Harris argued that his 1971
guilty pleas to charges of robbery and rape were involuntary
and should be set aside.

In 1970, Johnny Harris and his famlly moved Into a prevrous!y
all-white neighborhood in.Birmingham'. Racists vandalized and
painted racist slogans on the Harris house but failed to scare
the family out. Then the Birmingham; cops moved in. They
arrested both Harris and his father-in-law, cha. ging Harris with
the rape of a white woman (who had two relatives on the police
force) and wlth four counts of robbery.

The cops pressured Harris to sign a

instead of preparing a defense Harrls S urt-appolnted
attorneys told him a conviction was linevitable. They pressured
him to accept a deal in which a guilty plea on the rape charges
would be exchanged forthe dismissal thi

struggle between
-abused her andher

shown,a personal eagerness to obstruct” Sllk-Naum
After the trial, Cannon ruled that only those transcri
he had personally edited would be released. When the'

team won an appeal against thistuling, Judge Canno def 'd R

the order of the higher court to release the transcnpts

On March 27 Silk-Nauni’s supporters succeeded in ralsri\
her appeal bond and, while Judge Cannon was out of town; she
was released. But on April 1, Cannon returned from vacation
and overruled another dlsmct judge’s acceptance of the’ money.
As a resuit, Silk-Nauni became the target of a massive .
“manhunt” by Oklahoma-police and, on April 4, she turned
herself in. Defense appeais of this latest maneuver will take at
least three months to be heard, and the full appeal process is
expected to take two and a half years. Silk-Nauni's defense .

team has been financially drained by the previous appeal work .

and desperately needs funds to fight Cannon’s latest rulings.
Letters of support and contributions may be sent to: Rita Silk--
Nauni Defense Committee, c/o Native American Center, 2830
South Robi St., Okliah City, OK 73109.
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" cross-examination,

State Bu)

s Witnesses

in Pontiac Trial

By DARRYL CLARK v

CHICAGO, April 7 — The
Pontiac trial has now been

- under way for about a month.

Ten prisoners are on trial for
their lives, charged in the

_deaths of three prison guards
" during a rebellion in lilinois’

Pontiac Correctional Center
on July 22, 1978. Six more are
to go on trial in_June. To-
gether, the death penaity tri-
als of 16 Black men represent

‘the largest civillan death

penalty trial in U.S. history.

THE TRIAL so far has shown
how flimsy the state’s manu-
factured case is, The great
majority ‘of the prosecution’s
withgsses are other prisoners

“and &x-prisoners. They have

been pard-off with cash, trans-
fers, and time off their sen-

.. tences, and even deals to get
thelr relatives out of jail time.

ln ‘one’ spectacular day of
Danny
Dill, the state's only guard
wltness admmed that he

~never ccused three of the de-
fen

1 or their cdoper-
‘7his -reporter watched
he cross-examina-
ge .Connérs on
e defense showed

that Conners got time off,
transfers, and cash for his
cooperation. He admitted that
he will lie when it is in his
interest. He admitted that he
has changed his story several
times. As recently as this
January he was arrested for
auto burglary in Mississippi
and got off very lightly for a
man with a long record—
apparently with the help of Illi-
nols prosecutors.

The prosecutor then de-
fended Conners by implying
that the defense had pres-

Supporters of Pontiac Brothers

sured him to give false testi-
mony. But it is obvious that
the state can exert more
pressure than - the defense
can.

THE state’s case ls a frame-
up. The state lhvestigators
made no real attempt to find
out who did what in the riot—
they set out to make examples
out of prisoners they regarded
as troublemakers. There is no
reason whatever to think that
the indicted prisoners did any
of the things they are charged
with, Under the weight of
testimony from a bought crew
of admitted liars who teok

many months to get their
stories straight. -

Moreover, in our view, no
crimes were committed by any
prisoners on July 22, 1978.
The rebellion was completely
predictable—in fact, predicted
—under the rotten conditions
at Pontiac. . Prisoners had

every right to rebel. Those
responsible for the deaths of
the guards are the same ones
to blame for the dreadful
conditions in the prisons—the
governor, the flunkeys in his
administration, and the capi-

pry st

ber 1978.

ate, Sep
»t
talist class whom they serve.
ALTHOUGH the flimsy na-
ture of the state’s case is com-
ing out pretty clearly in court,
there is still’ danger for
the defendants. If the defense
does not convince -the jury
that conditions at Pontiac
were criminal and made the
rebellion inevitable, the jury
may decide that it has to
convict someone. So it might
pick one or more of the de-
fendants who face the least
flimsy evidence and convict
them as scapegoats, even
though there is no solid proof
of anything.O

“whites

n arch 26, Dade County Judge Mario

ich-threw the book at the three Black
men convrcted in “February of killing three
rlng last May’s rebellion in Miami,
1 Samuel Lightsey, 17, convicted on
“counts of second degree murder, re-

;,,cewed three life sentencds, while Lawrence
'Capers 24, and his brother Leonard, 20, both

convicted on three counts of third degree
murder, each received three 15-year sentences.
These are the maximum sentences allowed by
law.

The Dade County district attorney’'s office

has made no effort to investigate” who killed .

the eight Black people who died during the
rebellion. But prosecutors have gone all out to

scapegoat.Black youths for the deaths of 10~

whites, bringing charges against eight men.
Fouf of the eight have already been convicted.

This includes" Lightsey and the Capers .

brothers, as well as James McCuliough, now
serving 15 years after being convicted in
December for manslaughter. Three others—
Patrick Moore, Lonnie Bradley and Sam Wii-
hams—were acovitted of the charges or had

the charges against ther d| cped. The trial of
Nathaniel Lane, 17, opened April' 13. Judge
God#rich is prestdlng in that 'mal as well.

The dls’mct attorney’s o_wn wrtnesses have
exposed the frame-up nature of the cases. A
woman the prosecution claimed had witnessed

assaults by Lightsey and the Capers merely

identified them as beinggn the area in her testi-
mony. In the cases of Bradieyu and Williams, a
person identified as aneyewitness to the
“crimes” turned out to be IegaHy blind. The
others “are just as innocent as | 'am,” Bradley
said when he was cleared. “They - just pick
people out of the mob and say they did it.”

Currently the Lightsey-Capers Defense Com-
Mittee is concentrating on trying to get appeal
bond set for the defendarits. “I know it's.going
to be hard,” Betty Lightsey, Samuel's mother
told the Torch/La Antorcha, “but we're trying.”
A group working closely with the Lightsey-
Capers Defense Commmee the Citizens Co-
alition for Racial Justice, held a small demon-
stration in front of the couﬂhouse the day
Nathaniel Lane's trial opened o
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MAY DAY, 1981

‘A better world, a socialist world,
is possible. It won’t happen
automatically. People have to
want it and they have to fight

for it. But it is possible.’

MAY 1 1s May Day-—‘ha hol-
iday of working’ class people
everywhere. This day Is. cele-
brated by, many working class
and oppressed people all over
the world. ‘May Day. grew out
of the struggles of working
class people for a decent life.
This cirgi
always'me ntmiSery, inequal-
ity an injustice for. most
working class ‘and oppressed
people. And May Day has

gle for gquality, justice and
control of our ‘own lives, and
all of society. More than ever,

ing a worldwide economic
crisis that could very well turn
out far worse than he -Great

¢losings, inflat

grams such as food stamps,

who run the country’ h
real Bnswers to the crisis. ‘A
they know how to*do is try t
attack :our- rights;
living standards, and- make
fewer people produce more.in

order to.boost the profits ofix.

big business. The attacks we
have seen so far are nothing
compared to what the capital-

ists will need to, get their

system going again.~

This isn't the half of it,
though. As the economy falls
apart, different sections of the
population are going for each-
other’s throats. Some white
peopie ‘think things are bad
because Black, Latin’ and
other oppressed people are
getting too much and that the
solution is to attack Blacks
and Latins. As a result. of this
climate, the Ku Kiux Klan is
growing, based on a program
of taking everything away
from Black and Latin people—.
including their lives. Right-
wing terrorism is on the rise;
Blacks have been attacked
and killed from Buffalo to Salt
Lake City:~ In Atlanta, 23
young Black people have been
kidnapped and murdered.

The same thing’s happening
around the worid. The world

alist system ‘hasg_

resefited our strugs‘
- ken out Military spending In

May Day.means this:in 1981
TODAY capitallsm is anter-:

Reagan attacks on soclad”pro— .

lower -our:

economy is heading for a
crash and the rulers in all
countries are attacking the
workers and small farmers to

increase their profits. Mean- -

while, they too are at each
other’s throats, Whether they
call themselves “democratic”
or “communist,”, they arg
fighting with each other for
markets, investment oppor~
tunities and access to strate—
gic raw materl

the .U.8. and ‘virtually every
-other, country is being ‘beefed

WHERE WILL thls end"
Theré are fgally only two
posslbllltl he first is th

Millions of

unefiployment; “starvat
millions of people;
cist movements ‘like:
zis, plagues like we haven't
seen in -years, and nuclear
holocaust. If things conti
on their present course th
is a chance the human race:
may be wiped out.

The capitalists and' their
governments can’t stop ‘this
from happening. This is be-
cause of the way the whole
system is set up. Instead of
running it for the benefit of
the majority of people, the
whoie society runs ‘to profit

~the. b

the tiny ruling class and to
defend its rule. Instead of
people deciding what to do
with the economy and soci-~
ety, millions of people are
excluded from making any
decisions about anything. And
a treméndous state, Including
ucracy, police,
courts, prisons and the army,
Is built up to keep things this
way.

Once you have this—a so-

_ciety that runs only for profit
" —you really: have a society

that nobody.can control. The
‘mad drive for:profits pits one

«zgection ' of :thew ruling class

in California.
ad of meeting
ui"’ces that already

thls competition can be

easonable level.
e bad, it gets
oland the capital-
ists can’'t even control thenf

own-system.

‘THERE :IS-a way out, how-

2 ther possibility is
hat -we sworking class and
oppressed ‘people—take con-
trol-of the.economy, the soci-

" ety ‘and.ur own lives. This
.means rising up, kicking out
the capitalists.and taking over

the factories, miils, oil refiner-
ies, offices, buses, trains
and _planes, . in short, the
entire economy. It means dis-
mantling the bloated govern-
ment. and replacing it with a

" network of <democratic com-

mittees, .councils. and organi-

.need. Many of

.evegryane , do exist.

zatlons. Thfdugh these organ-
izations in the workplaces and
communities, and built up on
a regional, national and even-
tually world scale, we could run
the economy and the entire
society. We could decide what
to produce, how to produce it
“and how to transport it. We
could decide what we need in
terms of schools, housing,
health care and other necessi-
ties. Together we, the great
majority of the people of the
world, could work together
and build a decent and free
society in  which nobody
would starve, and everybody
could live decently.

SOME people say that work«
ing class and poor people
could never run soclety, or
could never run it better than
the capitalists. But the capi-
talists are not doing such a
great job as it is. And when
things get really bad, it'll be
clear that almost anything will
be better than them running
things. In addition, work-
ers can- run soclety. As it
is, we do all the work right
now. But we are deprived of
the Information, the struc-
tures through which we could
communicate with each other
and discuss how to approach
things, and a degree of. tech-
ical education. If we took

over soclety, we could get the

information we need, set up
committees, cooperatives and
other organizations tc decide

.policy and learn what we don’t

now know. In the meantime,
we could hire the technicians
and other experts we may
them are
workers anyway.

Some people also say that
we could never build a hu-
mane society because there
aren't enough resources, so
therefore some have to be
poor and starve if others are to
live well. But the resources to
produce a decent life. for
The re-
sources are there. In the U.S.
alone, modern agriculture is
already capable of producing
food that can feed millions of
people.. Today, millions of
dollars worth of milk, butter,

grains and other food are
literally thfown away to keep
prices to the farmers high.
And this is simply the result
of the way the system is. set
up. These resources could be
used productively to feed
people.

Also, think of the billions of
doflars and all the resources,
the people, the raw materials,
the factories, etc., that go to
build the missiles, planes,
tanks, ,ships, bombs and
guns®jdst In the U.S. Then
think of all the resources in
Russla, France, England and
other countries. This Is all
productive capacity used to
produce absolutely wasteful
things. If all these resources
were devoted to producing the
things people need, there
would be enough for every-
body. At first, .until we de-
velop our skills, nobody would
five In luxury, but nobody

.would. have to starve either.

IF THE working people
around the world took over.
society, we could do away
with soclal classes, the state,
wars and the entire capitalist
mess. We could build a world
based on equality, respect
and trust, because at bottom,
inequality, disrespect and lack
of trust come from the compe-
titive, dog-eat-dog nature .of
the system where one person
only gets by, or gets ahead,
by stepping on somebody
else. And this determines how
almost everybody -relates to
everybody else, among
strangers and even among
friends and family.

A bet®®r world, a socialist
world, is possible. We do'not
say it is inevitable. It won't.
happen automatically. People
have to want it and they.have
to fight for it. But we do say
that it is possible. We believe
it is possible that working
people, faced with depres-
sion, ‘'world war and total
destruction, will detide that a
humane and cooperative so-
ciety is really necessary and’
make the supreme effort to
form such a society and make
sure it really works. ]
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Rebels Hold Their Ground in El Salvador

{Continued from page 1)
24-hour ceasefire to mark the
first anniversary of the murder
of Roman Catholic Archbish-
op Oscar Romero, a -critic of
military rufe who was killed by-
right-wing gangsters.” The
next day leftists attacked the
U.S. embassy in San Salvador,
the nation’s capital. Since
then, fighting has resumed in
Morazan-and in the foothills of -
the San Jacinto mountains
just three miles from the.
capital. o

The military government,
nominally led by President
Jose Napoieon Duarte, is is-
suing falsified “body counts”
to justify its claim that the left
“has lost on all fronts.” Spe-
cifically, the government re-
ports that 2,200 leftists have
been killed since January—a -
figure that can -have- little
basis in reality, since most
sources agree that the FMLN
has only 3,500 full-time fight-
ers, and scarcely 10,000
troops overall.

The army is doing more
than its share of killing, but
most of its victims.are un-
armed civilians. For instance,
on April 7 the army announged
it had killed 30 “guerrillas”
" who opened fire on a security
patrol in San Salvador. But
eyewitnesses reported that
the victims were simply
dragged out of their homes,
bound and shot. Meanwhile,
thugs in the ORDEN, a right-
wing paramilitary organization
funded by the reactionary cap-
italists and landowners, the
treasury police and the army
itself, are-torturing ang’mur-
dering suspected “opposition-
ists”—workers and peasants
—every day.

L

Duarte regime -
isolated

As the struggle in El Salva-
dor goes on, Duarte is increas- -
ingly squeezed between. the
warring class forces “in the
country. He faces a popular
rebeilion. by the workers,
peasants and sections of the

. middle class for land, demo-
cracy, and an end to U.S.

imperialist dominationfof the

country. In response, he has
carried out minimal reforms
aimed at defusing this revolt.
But these measures have
failed to win support for his
regime.. '

Meanwhile, extreme rightist.
capitalists and landlords, -
many of whom are now based
outside the country, make no
secret of their ambijtion to
overthrow his government,
crush the poputar rebellion,
and roll back the reforms.
More recently even “moder-
ate” capitalists who previous-
ly supported Duarte have ibe-
gun to desert him. These busi-
nessmen, who are being
ruined by the war, oppose

The covered dies of 30 people‘murderad by police on April 7

lie in the streets of a San Salvador suburb.

Duarte’s plan to revive the
economy by relying on large-
scale state intervention rather
than on “private enterprise.”
According to the Latin Amer-
ica Weekly Report (March 27,
1981), the business commun-
ity would “cheerfully ditch his
government for a hard-line
regime headed by Colonels
Guillermo Garcla and Jalme

- Gutlerrez [two leaders of the

ruting military junta—Editor].”
In the meantime  they are

, denying Duarte any political

or economic support.

‘ “%
Reagan steps up
U.S.intérvention

The Reagan administration
is pouring hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars into Ei Salva-
dor to prop up the Duarte
regime. On March 24, the
State Department announced
that it was granting $63.5
million in “emergency eco-
nomic assistance” to El Sal-
vador.” This brings the aid
program up to $126.5 million
in economic grants, and $35.4
million in nillitary. aid.  The
U.S. is also supplying $254
‘rillion through international
agencies like the World Bank
and the International Mone-

tary Fund. In addition, it is

pressuring its allies to provide
some '$200 million through
‘these agencies.

In the past several weeks
the Reagan administration-has
been stumbling in its efforts
to-justify U.S. intervention in
El Salvador: In January, Secre-
tary of State Alexander Haig
orchestrated a strident propa-
ganda campaign against what
he called a “textbook case” of
Russian-Cuban “subversion”
in the country. The campaign
‘not only failed to encourage
support for U.S. intervention,
but also aroused widespread
fears that the administration
was set to plunge the U.S.
intoa war. On March 12, John
‘Bushneli, Deputy Secretary of
State for Inter-American Af-
fairs, gave a background brief-
ing to reporters in which he
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‘new Vietnam

admitted that Haig “opened
the jar and didn’t, perhaps,
realize how many genies were
in it.] At the same time,
Bushng%accused the press of
playing dp_the story “about
five times as big as It really is”
and suggested they turn their
attention elsewhere. But a
week later Haig appeared at a
$enate hearing and repeated
his charges that El Salvador
was the first target on a
Russian-Cuban “hit list for
Central America.”

Similar contradictions are
plaguing the administration's
efforts to explain away the
right-wing reign of terror in Ei
Salvador. During the Senate
hearing, Haig suggested that
the three U.S. nuns and one
lay worker murdered in E| Sal-
vador last December were
killed because they tried to
run a military roadbiock. The
next- day he retreated some-
what, saying the roadbiock
suggestion was merely “one
of the most prominent theo-
ries” about the case. But a
Salvadorean diplomat told re-
porters that sych a theory was
hever even considered. Finally
on April 9; as the Senate -
listened to testimony from
friends and relatives of the
murdered nuns, the admini-
stration issued its first criti-
cism of the right-wing terror-
ists. .

Public fears

hd

These clumsy maneuvers
are clearly aimed at softening
the impact of the administra-
tion’s El Saivador policy with-
in the U.S. A recent Gallup
Poll indicated that most of the
U.S. public opposes U.s. in-
tervention. Only two percent
of those questioned sup-
ported sending U.S. troops to
El Salvador. Less than 20
percent favored sending mili-
tary aid or advisers. Of “in-
formed” people participating
in the poll, two out of three
were afraid of a “new Viet-
nam” in El Salvador. - ’

Reagan advisers are con-
cerned that such suspicions
might erode overall support
for the administration. In par-,
ticular, they are anxious to get
Reagan’s domestic program
through Congress before
mass opposition to it can be
mobilized. The public contro-
versy over El Salvador was
taking attention away from the
economic program and thus
endangering its early passage
through Congress.

The administration is also
reacting to growing attacks on
its strategy from liberal news-
papers and members of gon-
gress. The New York. Times
came out against military aid
for El Salvador in a February
20 editorial. The House Ap-
propriations Subcommittee on
Foreign Affairg voted $5 mil-
Jlion in military aid by only an
8-7 margin in the first con-
gressional test of the admin-
istration's policy. The mea-
sure passed only because the
Democratic and Republican
heads of the full Appropria-
tions Committee sat In on the
hearing and voted for the bill,
saying that a “no” vote would
“send the wrong signal to-
Cuba and the Sovlet Union.”
Several members of Congress,
including senators Ted Ken-

Opposition Grows

{Continued from page 1)
en Strike “for Peace; Gay
Community News; many union
locals and trade unionists; the
Workers World Party (which
initiated PAM); the. Guardian;
the Communist Workers Par-
ty; the Revolutionary Social-
ist League and dozens of
others. B
The march is taking place at
a time when the U.S. ruling
class is sharply increasing the

i 4

Money for Jobs,
Human Needs,

Not for the Pentagon’
End Racism,
Repression, and

All Forms of Bigotry -
Stop the Draft

Christopher Dodd (Dem.-Con-
necticut) and Paul Tsongas
(Dem.-Massachusetts), as
well as representatives Ste-
ven Solarz (Dem.-New York),
Gerry Studds (Dem.-Massa-
chusetts) and others, have an-
nounced plans to introduce
legislation limiting aid to El
Salvador urnless the admin-
istration certifies “economic
and social progress” by the
Duarte government.

These liberals are hardly
concerned with improving the
lot of the Salvadorean people.
On the contrary, their opposi-
tion is tinged with a racist
arrogance toward El Salvador,
implying that the country and
its people are insignificant.
The New York Times editorial
opposing military aid opened
by calling El Salvador a “cof-
fee-bean republic.” Carl Row-
an devoted his March 14
column in the Amsterdam
News to dismissing the FMLN
as a “ragtag group of guer-
rillas” in a “country of little
economic or strategic conse-
quence.”

Like Reagan, the liberals
want to preserve U.S. impe-
rialist control of El Salvador.
But they believe this can
better be accomplished by

military budget and stepping
up its support to.the right-
wing junta in El Salvador,
heightening the dangers of a
“new Vietnam” in Latin Amer-
ica. Meanwhile, the Reagan
administration is slashing
funds for essential services
and programs, driving down
the standard of living of
millions of people in the U.S.
In addition, there is an alarm-
ing increase in racist violence

e
he war preparalins by the Reager admisistration and the
iy indusitial complex pose the giavest danger 1o the people of

the Uniled States and

the entire world. I perticulor, Reagan and

Haig are bent on provoking a Vietnam type war m El Satesdor

foin the tens of thousands of peaple who want 10 demonsirae 1o |

People’s Anti-War Mobilization
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pressuring the Duarte regime
to enact reforms which can
defuse the popular rebellion,
instead of simply relying on
military force to crush it.
More broadly,. the liberals
oppose the administration’s
campaign to return to a Cold
War foreign policy. Reagan
and Haig tend to view the na-
tional liberation - struggles
breaking out around the world
solely in terms of the U.S.-
Russian imperialist rivalry.
Consequently, they are enthu-
siastic supporters of any pro-
U.8. government which claims
to be fighting “Russian sub-
version,” regardless of how
many crlmes such a regime
commits against its own peo-

throughout the countr' . The

May 3 Pentago
dresses all thes
can therefore be an@'mpbrtant
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Noticeably absen from the
endorsers of the M i
zation ‘is one of the arger
forces in the, anti draft/anti-
war movement, the . Socialist
Workers Party, (SW _Using.

its influence in CARD, partvcu- ;

larly the Detroit CARD chap-.

“ter, the SWP. tried for several

weeks to sabotage.the May 3
Pentagon march. The -SWP
opposed the -May, 3 demon-
stration on two pom’(s It

" objected to the proposed Pen-

tagon site and, less explicitly,
to- the inclusion of an anti-’
racist demand. According to
the SWP, important trade
union bureaucrats would not
support the march for these
reasons.

Writing in the March 27
issue of its newspaper, the
Militant, the SWP termed the
Pentagon march “sectarian,”
“too radical” and “likely to
result in 2 confrontation with
the police or army.” In areplay
of its efforts in the 1960s to

ple. In contrast, the liberals
want to maintain an approach
similar to former President
Carter's “human rights” pol-
icy, which was based on seek-
ing deals with nationalist
forces in so-called Third
World countries, such as Rob-
ert Mugabe in Zimbabwe, and
pressing right-wing dictator-

_ships to appear less repres-
sive, while maintaining de-
tente with Russia.

In the case of El Salvador,
the Reagan administration has
been unable to win support
either in the U.S. or among its
European aliies for backing an
openty right-wing dictatorship
to suppress the popular revoit.
As aresult, it has been forced,

keép rthe anti-Vietnam War
movement tte&l to liberal poli-

‘separate mobahzatlon on May
ith the White House as the

mands mcfug:ied in the slo-
gans ‘ThIS they claimed,

would win the support of trade -

umon Ieaders

Fortunately, this attempt to,
split:the movement:-fell apart.

<Ata meetlng called by Detroit
‘CARD.on the afternoon of the
‘March 28 antiznuclear demon-

stration- in’ Harrisburg, Penn—
sylvania, it became clear to

the -300 anti-draft activists .

present that:the May 3: mobil-
ization had gained broad ‘Sup-
port, including from~ many
trade unionists and civil-rijhts

-organizations, while the cail
for a separate May. 9 demon-

stration had little real support
outside of the SWP. As a
result, after extensive discus-
sion; the meeting voted: to
cancel plans for a separate
national: mobilization on May
9, though the door was left
open toorganizing local dem-
‘onstrations on that date. ‘In
addition,- no decision was
made to endorse the May 3
march.

However, at a membership

at least for the present, to
continue Carter's strategy of
strengthening the Duarte re-

gime, staying at-arm’s length :

from the ultra-right, and sup-
porting minimal economic re-

forms. White doing this, it.

is trying to set the stage for a . [§

more hardline policy in the
future.

Marchers condemn
U.S. imperialism

As the public debate over EI
Salvador continues, the mass
movement in support of the
Salvadorean liberation strug-
gle is gathering strength.
Anti-imperialist meetings and
demonstrations took place
around the country on or
around March 24. Over 6,000
demonstrators marched in
Boston, 500 marched in Cin-
cinnati, while 1,500 attended a
conference in New York. On

West Coast, 800 people
dem?nstrated in Oakland, Cal-
iforntas-while hundreds joined
marches, vigils and meetings
in San Francisco and other
citles. Similar actions are
planned for the week of April
18. They will be followed by
the May 3 march on Washing-

" ton, D.C., which Is likely to be

the largest protest so far in
the mass campaign against
U.S. imperialism in El Sal-

‘vador. [}

meeting of Detroit CARD held
on April '8 and attended by
about 40 people, an RSL-
introduced motion to endorse
and buiid the May 3 Pentagon
march was adopted by a better
than two-to-one vote. This

-vote helped-to heal the splitin

the anti-war/anti-draft move-
ment and was a further rebuff
to-the’SWP’s attempt to limit
the movement to what liberal
politicians and trade union
bureaucrats would find ac-
ceptable. [
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Blacks & whites battle police in Britain

For four nights beginning April 10, thousands of Black and
white youths fought street battles with British police in
Brixton, a working class London district. The fighting began
after police tried to arrest a Black youth for allegedly stoning a
patrol car. During the rebellion, militants armed with bricks,
iron bars and Mq&gtov cocktails sent 30 police to the hospital
and wounded over 150 others. They aiso destroyed two dozen
police cars and vans. Nearly 200 youths were arrested, while 18
were reported injured.

The main cause of the revolt was racism. Around two million
people of African, Asian and West Indian descent now live in
Britain. The neo-fascist National Front and other groups are
demanding that the government ship these people out of the
country: In February, Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher’s gov-
ernment introduced legislation to ban further immigration, and
to withhold British citizenship from children of “temporary"
and undocumented workers for 10 years. Meanwhile, Black and
Brown people face constant police harassment on the streets.

About one-third of Brixton's residents are Black, mainly West
Indians, whose families emigrated to Britain after World War li
to find work. Conflicts between Blacks and police have erupted
in Brixton three times over the past two years.

Another cause of the uprising is unemployment. Thatcher's
government is carrying out an austerity program that has left
2.4 million workers unemployed. While Black unemployment is
two or three times higher than white, young white workers are
also unable to find work. This has¥ed:to a degree of unity
between Black and white working class youth in Brixton.

Polish parliament orders strike ban

APRIL 13—After three turbulent weeks in Poland, the govern-
ment of Prime Minister Wojclech Jaruzelski appears to be gain-
ing the initiative over the country’s workers’ and farmers' move-

ment, organized into the 10-million-strong independent trade
union federation, Solidarnosc (Solidarity), and its rural coun-
terpart. On April 10, the Polish parliament, in a near-unanimous
vote, declared a two-month ban on all strikes, an action
demanded by Jaruzelski, who warnéd of the “abyss”—an inva-
sion of the country by Russian and Eastern bloc troops—if the

strikgs continued. While the union’s leadership has formally
denounced the ban, it has openly stated that it, too, seeks an
end to the strikes.

The backdrop to the strike ban was the brutal beating of
activists from the Bydgoszcz chapter of Solidarnosc by 200
police, March 19. The beatings provoked protest strikes
throughout Poland, and forced the uriion to hold a four-hour

““warning” strike in preparation for a general strike on March 30.
The latter was averted after negotiations between Solidarnosc
leader Lech Walesa and the government produced an 11th-hour
settlement. Meanwhile, Russian anti-union propaganda
reached fever pitch in this period, and Warsaw Pact maneuvers
in Poland were gregtly escalated.

The aftermath of the Bydgoszcz incident brought into the
open arift between union moderates, grouped around Walesa,
and mititants, who denounced both the terms of the settlement
and the secretive way it was negotiated. To date, Walesa's con-
ciliatory approach appears to be holding sway; several promi-
nent militants have recently lost their pests and large numbers
of workers appear to be “strike-weary.”

To alarge extent, the Polish crisis has now moved into the
country’s Communist Party, where there is a split between
“hardliners’and “moderates” in the leadership. The hardliners,
whose base is the repressive apparatus (secret police, etc.),
and who have the backing of the Russians, may be winning out;
it is reported that moderate party boss Stanislaw Kania may -
soon be out pfa job. But, the party rank and file, one-third of
whom belong to Solidarnosc, are increasingly insistent on the
need for party democracy threatening to block hardline poli-
cies. Earlier, the party’s Politburo agreed to allow relatively
open elections for delegates to the July 20 party congress, a
move that could now upset the plans ‘of all sections of the
leadership and particularly angers the Russians, who are
believed to fear an out-of-control Communist Party more than
anything else.

—PB&SE
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Steelworkers Face Im|
in USWA's Largest

By SALLY DURAN.

On May 28, elections will
take place for director of Unit-
ed Steelworkers of America
(USWA) District 31, whose
Chicago-Gary membership of
120,000 makes it the largest
district in the union. In the
elections, steelworkers wili
have to choose between the
current district director,
James Balanoff, who is alead-
ing oppositionist in the Inter-
national union, and Jack Par-
ton, the conservative presi-
dent of the 12,000-member
Local 1014 (U.S. Steel-Gary
Works). Parton is a strong
supporter of International
President Lioyd McBride and
has McBride’s backing.

The outcome of the elec-
tions will affect more than the
district. In the steelworkers’
union, district directors serve
a four-year term and make up
the voting membership of the
International’s 30-member
Executive Board. For the past
four-year term, Balanoff has
been one of only two voices of
opposition to McBride’s sell-
out policies on the Board.

‘What is at stake in this
election, then, is the ability of
steelworkers “in the district
and the International as a
whole to organize against

District 31 Director James
Balanoff.

steel company attacks, gov-
ernment takebacks and an
increasingly repressive union
leadership.

Steelworkers face
company attacks
The situation facing steel-

workersAoday differs drama-
tically from the election Just-a

few years ago. This is a result

of the economic crisis facing
U.S. workers generally, and
steelworkers in particular. For
decades the steel bosses
plowed profits from steel into
non-steel operations: chemi-
cals, real estate, transporta-
tion and oil. While this meant
more profits in the short run,
it also has meant that today
U.S. steel companies are
faced with outmoded and
decayed facilities.

The steel companies know
only one way to get out of this
mess, and that is to make the
steelworkers pay for the de-
struction the companies
themselves caused. This has
been going on for some time
now. But with Reagan’s elec-
tion, a green light has been
diven to the steel companies
?()\$ry to rationalize and mod-
ernfze.the industry by attack-
ing the workforce.

In the last two ycars, doz-
ens of steel plants have been
shut down, many permanent-
ly, throwing tens of thou-
sands of steelworkers onto
the streets. Last year, for
example, U.S. Steel alone
ordered permanent shutdowns
in_ Youngstown, Ohio, Tor-
rance, California, and Gary,
indiana, eliminating 15,000
jobs. I District 31, the' union
teports a loss of 20,000 mem-

District
bers due to job cuts in the
past three years.

in addition to the closings,
modernization schemes are
eliminating jobs and threaten-
ing steelworkers' lives. At
U.S. Steel-Gary Works, for
example, the company wants
to introduce remote controlied
rallroad engines on a large
scale. This change will elimi-
nate hundreds of engineers
and switch operators and sig-
nificantly increase the number
of injuries and deaghs on the
job, since the remote con-
trolled engines have proved to
be totally unsafe in the past.

Finally, under the policies
of the Reagan administration,
the steel.companics will vir
tuatly ignore poliution con-
trols, thus saving millions of
dollars for themselves while
endangering the health and
lives of thousands of people
on the job and in surrounding
communities.

Steslworkers are also under
attack from the government,
which is turning to right-wing
policies to try to solve the
economic crisis, and by a
growing right-wing  move-
ment. Among other things,
the Reagan administration is
proposing cuts in unempioy-
ment compensation and the
food stamp program. Millions

nt Elec

of people, including steel-
workers, will be hurt by these
cuts. Meanwhile, as the ruling
class attack intensifies, many
whites, including white work-
ers, are turning to racist solu-
tions to the crisis. As a result,
hate groups like the Nazis and
the Ku Klux Klan are on the
rise and Black people are
being harassed and assassi-
nated across the country. This
racist reaction is infecting the
steelworkers’ union where an
increasingly coherent right
wing is developing.

McBride.
suppresses ranks

In the face of these attacks
on the jobs, rights and lives of
steelworkers, the USWA bu-
reaucracy, led by McBride,
has followed a policy of full-
scale cooperation with man-
agement, clamping down on
workers’ attempts to defend
themselves and smashing any
resistance to his policies
within the union. In this,
McBride is continuing the
class-gollaborationist policies
of Mis‘predecessor, |.W. Abel.
Abel secretly negotiated and
signed the Experimental Ne-
gotiating Agreement (ENA},

Rail workers to march April 29

~ On April 29, thousands of railroad workers will
march in Washington, D.C., in one of the first
major trade union mobilizations against
President Ronald Reagan’s budget cuts. On the
same day the rail workers will hold rallies in Los
Angeles, San Francisco, New Orleans and other
cities. These actions are being organized by the

¢ Railway Labor Executives Association (RLEA), a
- coalition of 20 raiiroad unions.

Over the past 20 years, the railroad unions have

" been among the more conservative sections of

the U.S. labor movement. Their conservatism
stems in part from ruling class measures aimed at
‘guaranteeing the stability of the raiiroad industry.
Freight lines are protected from competition
within the industry and assured high cargo rates
by government regulations. This allows them to
pay railroad workers relatively high wages. More-
over, the railroads are protected against strikes
by the Railway Labor Act, which empowers the
president to order striking rail workers back on
the job. As a result of these measures, only one
major rail strike in the past 20 years has lasted
more than a few days.

Despite these safeguards some railroads, par-
ticularly those specializing in passenger service,
almost collapsed in the early 1970s. Conse-
quently, the federal government took over most of
those lines. Congress formed Amtrak, the fed-
erally operated national passenger system, out of
13 railroads in 1971. Then in 1976 it created
Conrail, a government chartered eorporation, to
take over six bankrupt Northeastern railroads.
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These takeovers were meant to rationalize the rail-

LABOR IN $

UCELE

road indUstry by passing its costs on to U.S.
taxpayers, while protecting the banks and corpo-
rations with investments in the railroads. To gain
union support for them, Congress passed legis-
lation promising that Conrail workers with five
years’ seniority in 1974 would continue to get their
1974 salary untitage 65 even if they were laid off.

Since its formation, however, Cofirail has run
up a $5.7 billion deficit, while Amtrak has
required nearly $1 billion in annual fare subsidies
from the government. As a result, the Reagan

. administration, claiming it wants to “get the

federal government out of the railroad Business,”
is asking Congress to eliminate all funding for
Conrail by 1982. At the same time Conrail chair-
person L. Stanley Crane is proposing to
immediately eliminate 21,000 jobs and slash
workers’ wages by a total of $300 million a year.

“In addition, the administration wants to raise

Amtrak fares by as much as 80 pe(cent over the -
next five years while cutting out most long-
distance trains. The RLEA estimates. that if

Congress passes these cuts,. up to 78,000 workers -

wiil lose their jobs.

This government offensive against the rail
workers is forcing union leaders into action for
the first time in years. In-early April they
organized meetings around the country to build
for the march on Washington. At an April 9

.meeting in New York Al Archual, a national

officer of the Brotherhood of Railway and Air-
line Clerks, declared: “The fat cats that run the
railroads are to blame [for Conrail and Amtrak
deficits—Ed.] and we are not the ones to have to
pay for the mismanagement.” .

NY hospital workers wildcat

A weeklong wildcat strike at the Mount Sinai
Medical Center in New York ended in defeat on
April 10. Over 500 workers at the hospital walked
outon April 6 to protest management guidelines
on alleged “absenteeism” first put into effect last
June. The guidelines forced workers to provide a
doctor's excusSe for even one day off work. They
also gave management more power {o fire
workers for absenteeism, and allowed
supervisors to reprimand workers even if they had
avalid reason for taking time off. Leaders of
District 1199 of the National Union of Hospital
and Health Care Employees, which represents the
workers, had been unable to gain repeal or mod-
eration of the guidelines despite months of nego-
tiationsy Their failuré led union delegates
from the hospital to join in organizing the wildcat.

Hundreds of workers occupied the hospital
cafeteria for the duration of the strike. The
walkout also forced management to close
hospital clinics and restrict admissions. But the
workers were ultimately def®ated by a
combmgtion of management, the courts and their
own union leaders. On April 7, the hospital ob-
tained a restraining order against the strike. The
next'day Jesse Oison, District 1199 executive vice
prgsxdent, went 1o the cafeteria and ordered the
strikers back to work. When they refused,
management obtained an injunction threatening
{he union with a $650,000 fine, plus additional
funeg 0f $10,000 per hour as long as the walkout
continued. At a meeting on the afternoon of April
10, District 1199 President Leon Davis success-
fully used the injunction as a club to force the
workers to end their strike. : PB
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which gave away the rights of
500,000 workers in basic stee!
to strike over their national
contract. McBride had gone
along with this. He is also en-
couraging “labor-management
participation teams” and
“multicraft” programs intend-
ed to raise productivity by
combining and eliminating
jobs.

Instead of making the fight .

to save jobs the number one
issue in the 1980 USWA
contract, McBride sabotaged
any effort on the part of the
workers to fight the closings
and layoffs. For example,
when members of District 26,
centered in Youngstown, Ohio
—an area hard hit by plant
shutdowns—sought union

_help to defend their jobs and

communities, the USWA tops
led the laid-off steelworkers in
a fruitless run-around through
the courts. And when dissi-
dent steelworkers prepared to
put up an opposition candi-
date for District 26 director as
part of their fight against plant
shutdowns, the McBride-con-
troiled International Executive
Board dissolved District 26
into three :neighboring dis-
tricts, thus undercutting the
rank and file movement.

McBride has followed the
same - kind of policies in
District 31. At Local 1033,
representing ‘Republic Steel's
South . Chicago mill, Black
militant Eugene Pughsley was
removed as vice president by
the International against the
vote of the local membership.
At Local 1011, representing
the workers at Jones and
Laughlin (J&L) Steel, the In-
ternational- moved in to rein-
state the local president,
whom the membership had
removed becauser’ﬁe had, on
his own, negdtiated a trial
“multicraft” agreement with
J&L management.

Parton supports
McBride

Jack Parton backs all of
McBride’s. policies. And Mc-'
Bride and the International
back Parton. That, in itself,
should be enough reason to

. see'Parton as a serious threat

to'any fight of steelworkers in
District 31 for their jobs and
their-rights.

But there is more. In his
own local, Parton has behind
him a history of repression.
First.elected local president in
1976, Parton copped to the
then more liberal atmosphere
in the district. For example,
he opposed the ENA. But as
the local opposition became
increasingly disorganized,
and when they lost their posts
in the 1979 elections, Parton
moved to the right and be-
came an open supporter of the
international. He ran the local
like a two-bit tyrant. Union
meetings were rescheduled
from twice a month to once a
month. Loca! 1014 members
who tried to raise anti-Klan
resolutions were red-baited on
the union floor and silenced.
Today, it is aimost impossible

- ranks to deal with the special

for union members to raise
new business in the bureau-
cratically-run meetings. The
local's safety and health com-
mittee rubber-stamps - U.S.
Steel’s policy of blaming
workers for accidents. Where-
as several locals in the district
have official union women’s
committees set up by the

problems of women

steelworkers,
Parton

has continually

crushed the ef- —

forts of women in -
1014 to build such
an organization.

‘Partgn has also shown that

he has no interest in fighting
for theé rights:'and needs’ of
Biack people. When the new
Local 1014 union hall was
under construction, Parton
assured Louise Sheffield; the
Black janitress who had been
a member of 1014 all of her 32
years on the job, that she

< would be able to keep her job

when the new hall was
completed. - Instead, Parton
eliminated her job, brought in
an outside janitorial firm, and
denied her a pension. The

best Parton would do was to .
get her hired by the outside"

firm for $3.85 an hour, far

from her former union wage of

$8.76.

. Balanoff win

will create openings -

Compared with Parton’s,
Balanoff's performance in un-
ion office has encouraged
some democracy and solidar-
ity in the union. When he was
president of Local 1010, Bala-
noff took votes of the mem-
bership on local contracts and
Local 1010 members were rel-
atively well-informed about

the issues when they voted at -

plant gate polls.

This policy continues to-
day. Balanoff’'s supporters run
local meetings fairly demo-
cratically; with time allowed
for- everyone- who wants to

speak. Active committees

composed of .rank and file
members are more encour-
aged. Unlike 1014, Local 1010
provides childcare at its meet-
ings. ' ‘

This more democratic pro-
cess and greater involvement
of the ranks has meant mod-
est gains for'workers at inland
Steel. For example, Inland's
coke plant workers won addi-
tional break time from their
hot, dusty jobs. Beyond this,
the relative openness of the
local has meant that the
workers have been

able to get it to

stand in de-

T fense
T of workers’ in-

terests. Local 1010
has backed several anti-Klan
demonstrations and, along
with Balanoff, supported
strikers in various industries
throughout the district, in-
cluding «the; autoworkers at
International Harvester and
the Chicago firefighters.

Finally; the lacal has also
been involved in broader so-
cial issues. For example, the
local organlzed a USWA con-
tingent.for Chicago's pro-ERA
demonstration. It also set up
an environmental committee
that works with community
activists to .oppose projects
like the Bailly nuciear power
plant ander construction with-
in a few miles of the region’s
big ‘steel mills. ‘

But since becoming District
31 director, Balanoff has done
very little. Although he is still
an oppositionist, he _has
moved right in order to rethain
legitimate. For example, at
the 1978 USWA constitutional
convention,  Balanoff led a
small -but vocal group in
déemanding steelworkers’
right to ratify their contracts.
At the 1980 constitutional
convent»on -however, the only
issue ‘he 'spoke out on was
opposing salary increases for
the International officers.

Balanoff has also grown

" more and more reluctant to-

P

organize the ranks. He urged a
“yes” vote on the 1980 con-
tract, telling' steelworkers it

‘was the best they could get.

And when Eugene Pughsley

was ousted as vice presij-

dent of tocal 1033 by the In-
ternational, Balanoff did not
mobilize a fight against the In-
ternational's racist action.
But, unlike- Parton, Bala-
noff will not ‘actively squelch”
workers’ efforts to organize. in
1979, .a committee of coke

plant workers from the dis-
trict’s six coke plants organ-
ized a districtwide coke plant
conference. Balanoff en-
dorsed this conference, but
only when he saw that the
coke plant militants were de-
termined to hold the confer-
ence with or without the bless-
ing of the union tops. While
Balanoff has done next to
nothing to lead the fight
against plant closings and lay-
offs, he did endorse the Save
Our Jobs demonstration by
Local 65. Recently, Balanoff
joined picketing Pullman
Standard workers protesting
the threatened shutdown of
their plant.

These examples show that
while steelwprkers cannot rely
on Balanoff™to organize and
lead the rank and file, voting
for him will mean that steel-
workers will have a little more
room to organize themselves.

.

Parton clouds
election issues

Unfortunately, the fact that
this much is at stake in the
elections Is not completely
clear to workers in the district.
lhere are a couple of reasons
for this. ,

First, with the help of the
International, Parton is run-
ning a slick campaign. He is

pretending to be concerneg\/!

with the needs of the rank and
file, and he is attempting to
win votes in the smaller locals
where he is not very well
known. -

Parton is pledging to bring
“unity” to the district. By
“unity” Parton means unity
with the International to sup-
posedly get a better deai for
District 31 workers. He char-
ges that Balanoff has divided
the union with “petty political

Steelworkers rally to oppose layoff of 6,500 workers at U.S.
Steel's South Works. McBride nichine, which qun supports,

percent of the district’s mem-
bership—Parton promises to
support a districtwidé His-
panic committee. To fight the
layoffs, Parton pledges to
back a “districtwide task force
that uses every available re-
source to prevent shutdowns
and build job gains through an
organized plan of attack.”
Based on Parton’s past, it is
safe to say that these prom-
ises would quickly be for-
gotten were Parton elected.
But for now they make him
look pretty good.

The second reason why the
issue at stake in the election is
not clear is that Balanoff is not
running an aggressive cam-
paign that concretely states
what steelworkers can expect
from him. To date, Balanoff's
campaign has been very low-
key and he has put forward no
program of action to meet
steelworkers' needs. When
elected in 1977, Balanoff was
part of a national opposition
slate, headed by the then
District 31 Director Edward
Sadlowski, which challenged
the Abel/McBride machine.
Sadlpwski's “Fightback” or-
ganization has since fallen
apart, as have many locai
oppositions. Today, Balanoff
is campaigning mostly on his
past reputation as a militant.

To his credit, Balanoff is
beginning to point out that
Parton is hooked up with the
McBride leadership and that
this doesn’t mean anything
very good for steelworkers.
But Balanoff hasn't put to-
gether an organization and a
leadership to match the ever
worsening conditions facing
the USWA membership.

We encourage District 31
steelworkers to turn out and
vote for Balanoff. At the same
time, they should be fully
aware that neither candidate
will provide the leadership to

has done nothing to defend steelworkers’ jobs.

factions.” But what Parton
really means to do is further
subordinate the district to the
McBride leadership and set up
steelworkers for further at-
tacks By management. Yet by
running ‘this “unity” line, Par-
ton has been able to look
better than he is.

Further, Parton is making
lots of promises that fly in the

- face of his past record. For

example, to try to get the
votes of Spanish-speaking
workers—who make up 25

meet’ steelworkers’ needs.
Balanoff, like Parton, will not
mobilize the ranks and may in
fact hold people back But @
Balanoff victory wou
steelworkers some openln‘s
in which to organize thei
selves against the increaslnga
ly repressive atmosphere ‘In
contrast, Parton would move
to crush any rank and, file

_ activity. In the face oﬁncreas-
. ing company, government "and

right-wing attacks, this differ-
ence can make a difference 8
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leaders and reject
year contract with

miners. First of all, it would
the companies greate -opportunitie
undermine the UMW through produc-

tion of non-union coal. Over the past 10.

years union-mined coal has dropped
from 70 percent to 44 percent. of total

production. The growing use of non- .

union coal—mainly-from strip mines in
the West—is .a critical .issue for the
survival of the UMW. But in the recent

" contract talks UMW negotiators gave up

a 35-year-old provision requiring the
companies to pay royalties into the
UMW pension fund for each ton of non-
signatory (non-union) coal they pur-
‘chase for resale. In addition, the BCOA
gained the right to subcontract some
mining operations to non-union com-
panies.

The UMW also surrendered the ban
on holiday work included in previous
contracts by allowing the companies to

"~ schedule voluntary overtime on nine of

11 holidays included in the new

contract. If carried out, this concession

ould have been the opening wedge in
the coal industry’s campaign to in-
crease productivity at the expense of
the miners by gaining increased control
over work schedules. As one execu-
tive told the Wall Street Journal: “It’s
archaic as hell *o have contract lan-
guage that you can’t work this day or
that. This union has got to come into
the 20th century.”

Other contract provisions likewise

‘would haVve weakened the UMW

| \
giving the companies increased'contr%j,,

| rights for laid-off

r these concessions,

falled to

ts” ot di-
the rate of

septable to the BCOA.
ccording to Business
Week (April 6, 1981),
m-  the coal industry would
ve been able to easily
cover the costs of the
sing productivity and
rts ‘of ‘coal overseas. .

hat the negotiations
contract" were care-
ry to avoid.a strike by

iginal. demands the coal
hoped” to help Church
a“tough’ negotiator who
e BCOA to retreat. Church
- have a better chance to
| he loopholes. in the contract
and win rank and file ratjfication for it.
The capitalist press contributed to this
‘game by highlighting the BCOA con-
cessions, condemning the “inflation-
ary” money package, and saying prac-
tically nothing about the giveaways in
the fine print of the agreement.

Miners angry
atloopholes
But this scheme collapsed as soon as

miners ‘got a chance to read the
proposed contract. Anger at the loop-
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Miners Reject Con
Strike to Defend Union

holes in the settlement quickly spread
throughout the union. The UMW Execu-
tive Board approved it by only a 21-14
margin, with four members not voting.
District officials in Virginia, West Vir-
ginia, Kentucky and other states openly
condemned the contract as a sellout.
For instance, Steve Segredi, an official
in UMW District 5, told reporters: “In
the next several years, we may not have
a union. We're giving up job security in
the future. It will not only divide us,
there will be no UMW.”

Above all, rank and file miners, sus-
picious of the last-minute settlement to

begin with, rebelled as soon as they
found out the details of the proposed
contract. In Virginia, West Virginia,
Kentucky, Ohio and Pennsylvania, mili-
tants publicly burned copies of the
agreement. Church’'s effort to build
support for ratification through a tour of
the minefields was a total failure. In
some districts miners showed up at
meeéltings only to jeer at Church's
attempt to justify the concessions. In
others they boycotted the meetings al-
together. By the end of the tour UMW
district officials, many of whom are
running for re-election this spring,

,

avoided appearing on the same platform
with Church.

L
Strike shatters
‘labor peace’

By rejecting the proposed settiement
the miners have opened up the possibil-
ity of a strike equal to the 111-day
walkout of 1977-78. Their action could
potentially have a significant impact on
the coal industry, the labor movement,
and the country as a whole.

S—

‘Why Miners Should Broade

The strike by 160,000 coal miners is
now In its third week. By rejecting the
‘contract proposed by the UMW lead-
ership, thereby rejecting the demands

of the coal companies for significant .

' takeaways, the miners have once again
put themselves in the forefront of the

- worganized labor movement.

w2 For several years, workers in steel,
auto; rubber and other industries have
been forced to accept cuts in wages,
benefits, working con- -

and working conditions. The corpora-
tions were generally willing, under
pressure, to make concessions to mine-
workers, steelworkers, autoworkers and
other unionizd sections of the work-
force in the interes, f “labor peace.”
The economic costs™to the capitalists,
at a time of relative prosperity, were
viewed as well worth what they bought
in return: a labor movement, in particu-
lar a fabor bureaucracy, which was fun-
‘damentally loyal to the
needs of the capitalist

ditions and union
rights. The coal miners
have refected this

" EDITORIAL

system.
Today's situation is
very different. The en-

course and have under-
taken' a strike that is
likely to be both long and bitter. The en-
tire labor movement and all working
people must rally to the support of the
striking miners.

It appears that the miners face a very
"foﬁﬁh battle. A clear victory will be
difficult to win; a gtalemate or, worse
yet, a significant defeat is a real possi-
bility. The coal companies and the utili-
ties have large stockpiles on hand and,
‘with the share of total coal production
covered by UMW centracts having
shrunk to 44 percent in the last decade,
it will be many weeks before the strike
will have a major impact in curtailing
available coal. In addition, the coal
bosses are determined to try to break
the militancy of the miners and further
weaken their union in order to create the
stability they seek for a highly profit-
able expansion of U.S. coal production.

The ‘miners’ strike highlights. the
urgent tasks facing the labor movement
as awhole, if it is to be able to resist the
grow_ing capitalist offensive - against
wgljklng people. Even the traditionally
militant miners may find that militancy
alone is no longer sufficient to win a
major battle. - -

This year’s miners’ strike takes place
under conditions very different from
‘those ‘miners have faced in the past.
During the relatively prosperous 25-year
p_eriod following World War I, miners,
like workers in other wel l-organized and
powerful sections of the economy, were
able to make gains in wages, benefits

tire capitalist system is
inan acute and deepening crisis, a crisis
which is by no means temporary. The

" ruling class as a whole is well aware of

this and is therefore determined to roll
back the gains of the labor movement—
and to even more ruthlessly drive down
the living standards of the unorganized
sections of the workforce—in order to
squeeze out the higher profits needed

“to try to bail out their economy.

The labor movement is not well-pre-
pared for this new . situation. It is
dominated by a conservative bureau-
cracy that hardly knows the meaning of
militant orgdnizing and struggle—and,
tojally ioyal to the capitalist system,
has little interest in unleashing the
power of the working class even if it
knew how. This bureaucracy has pur-
sued a'narfow strategy of seeking to win
limited gains for an increasingly limited
number of workerge (less than 20
percent of the entire U.S. workforce is
today -“organized - into  unions), and
virtually ignoring the néeds of the rest
of the working-class. While labor's tra-
ditional battle cry of “Organize the Un-
‘organized” has for years been Hytle
more than a paper resojution collecting
dust, thé bufeaucrats have placed the
financial ‘and organizational resources
of the labor movement at the service of
one of the two capitalist parties. Not
only are fewer and fewer workers
organized into ariy unions at all, but the
gap between the wages and benefits of
a relatively narrow section of the
working class and those of the rest of

the workforce has steadily risen. The
result has been the undermining of the
strength and unity of the entire working
class. Many workers are indifferent if
not hostile to the demands of the better-
off, unionized sections of the workforce,
seeing little reason for solidarity with
workers who make far more than they
do and whose unions have rarely lifted a
finger to aid them. Thanks to the bu-
reaucrats, the workers in the organized
labor movement face the danger of
being acutely isolated from wide sec-
tions of the working class.

Miners are fighting
whole ruling class

The miners are in a position to begin
to change this. It is difficult to say how
much can be concretely done in the
context of the current strike. And, when

" it comes to waging a militant strike,

coal miners need little advice in any
9vent. However, what is clear is that it
is unlikely that any sigrificant or lasting
victory can be won in the coalfields
unless rank and file miners take the lead
in turning the labor movement toward

. hew methods of struggle, methods that
are more political and class-conscious. -
The starting point for this is that-

miners must recognize that their battle
is far larger than a struggie between a
given group of workers and, a given
group. of employers. Whéther they
real‘oze it or not, the miners are striking -
against the plans of the entire capitalist
class to. drastically . lower the living.
standards of working and oppressed
People, weaken the trade unions, curtail
basic rights and fiberties and establish

conditions for a more intense exploita- ~

tion of the working:class than we have
Wwitnessedin decades. This means that
na very real way, the:m :
fighting not™ just against' the coal
Companigs. and " the oil companies
(Whtg:h increasingly dominate coal pro-
duction),
and the U.S. ruling class as a whole.

This is a formidable set of opponents. :

In such conditions, no section of the

miners are’

but against the government B!
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conditions for a more intense exploita- ~

tion of the ‘working class.than we have
witnessed’in decades.. This means that
in a very real way, the miners are

fighting not” just against the. coal"

companies and the oil companies
{which’ increasingly dominate coal pro-
duction), but against the government
and the U.S. ruling class as a whole.
This is a formidable set of opponents.

In such conditions, no section of the

- kinds.of repair.and con-

" major need of the entire

To begin with, the miners’ strike has
shattered the hopes of the coal compa-
nies and the entire capitalist class for
labor peace in the coal fields. For the
past few years the ruling class has been
promoting increased coal production as
an answer to'the energy crisis and as a
vital factor in stabilizing the economy.
The coal companies in particular expect
to reap vast profits by exporting coal to
Western Europe and Japan. But these
plans hinge on the industry’s ability
both to increase productivity and to end
miners’ strikes, which scare off poten-
tial overseas customers. For these
reasons the BCOA and President Ron-
ald Reagan’s administration were hop-
ing for a coal settlement that could
head off a long strike. The miners’ mili-

- tancy is wrecking such plans. As one

industry source told the Washingion
Post (April 6, 1981): “We had hoped to
get a quick settlement this time to
demonstrate to foreign buyers that
we're a stable, growing industry. This
strike may have thrown a wrench into all
that.”

—The strike could also boost the
fighting spirit of workers in other

*a coordinhated
g .class on all

concrete‘steps which the
ake to begin to build
‘One of the greatest
rs is a‘massive cam-

the unorganized

structlon labor.. A cam-
paign to.orgamze the
unorganized is-also a

labor. movement and
the working class as a
whole. Just to save
their own union, . the
coal miners should de-
mand that the UMW
taunch a drive, in con-
junction ~with other
unions, to organize the
non-unionized workers
in the_ industry. In so
doing they couid set an
example and spur the
entire labor movement

~ Washington,

Miners demonstrated against cuts in federal Black Ldrig
bensfits in March.

unions. In recent months the leaders of
the major unions, such as the United
Auto Workers (UAW), have been
caving in to demands by the com-
panies and the ruling class that
workers must “tighten their belts” and
sacrifice to stabilize the economy. Such
surrenders have not only demoralized
the workers in the unions directly con-
cerned, but also have had a demoraliz-
ing effect on workers in weaker unions,
to say nothing of those with no union
protection at all. While some workers
have tried to defend themselves against
the capitalist offensive, by and large
their efforts have been restricted to a
local and isolated level. But now
workers around the U.S. are seeing the
coal miners in the UMW, one of the
strongest unions in the country, flat-out
refusing to follow their leaders’
schemes and allow the capitalists to
dictate terms to them. The miners'
strike may turn out to be a breakthrough
in encouraging other workers to mobii-
ize against the ruling class attack.

More broadly, the miners’ strike rep-
resents the first significant challenge to
the anti-working class austerity cam-

to undertake similar campaigns.

Other steps are also possible. On
March 9, 10,000 miners demonstrated in
D.C., against Reagan's
proposed cuts in Black Lung benefits.
This was an important political mobili-
zation against the government’s at-
tempts to slash essennal programs and
services, cuts 'which are affegting
‘millions of working and poor people in
this country. Textile workers, for exam-
ple, are also facing cuts in the programs
to combat the deadly brown
disease, cuts which will maim and kilt
workers. And millions of other people
face the loss of food stamps, welfare
benefits, health care opportunities and
countless other vital . programs and
services at the hands of the Reagan
budget-axe. |f coal miners were to
adopt a stand of “No to the budget
cuts! No cuts to benefits for Black
Lunpg, Brown Lung, health care, welfare

or food stamps!” and call on working
people across the country to raily to a

struggle to back up these demands, the

‘miners could not only build support for

themselves in their present strike, they
could also help launch the kind of

movement that is needed to resist the.

(Conﬁnueaqon page 16)

lung.

paign of the ruling class in general, and
the Reagan administration in particular.
As soon as they took office, Reagan
and his advisers launched a blitzkrieg of
budget cutbacks and other takeaways
directed against the progressive re-
forms enacted over the past 20 years.
They have been aided by a generally

- perceived need for some kind of change

a

. serious jeopardy

‘coal from non-union
lf the strike goes on fol

a long strike. For allt
" miners face an u hi

in government policy, as well as by the
tolerance usually granted to a new pres-
ident. But to ensure the success of the
Reagan program, the capitalists need to
maintain the social peace that accom-
panied his first weeks in office. Con-
sequently, they can hardly welcome the
miners’ strike, which threatens to
shatter this peace.

Church suffers
major defeat

Within the UMW, the contract rejec-
tion represents a stunning setback for
Church and his supporters. Church had
won widespread support from coal
company executives for his conciliatory
policieg ever since he took over the
presidency of the UMW in 1979. But he
has yet to consolidate his hold over the
union.

The 1981 contract negotiations were
generally seen as the first test of
Church's ability to control the UMW.
Church himself wanted to avoid a strike
which ‘would strengthen the influence
of militants inside the union. But his
maneuvers around the contract have
blown up in his face. As a result of the
contract rejection, Church is now
|so| ed not only from rank and file

raérs, but also from a considerable
proportion of district and even national
union officials. Regardiess of what
happens in the contract fight, there is
bound to be a wide-open battle for lead-
ership within the UMW once it is over.

It is too early to predict the exact
impact the miners’ strike will have on ali
these issues. The immediate task
miners face is finding a way to win their
strike against the BCOA now that they
have rejected the contract. The miners
have shown that they are determined to
defend their union against company-
attacks at any cost. But there are
reasons to question whether militancy
alone will be enough to defeat the coal
companies.

First of all, the BCOA may use the
contract refection as an excuse to
launch -an all-out- attack against the
UMW. After the vote came in, chief:
BCOA negotiator B.R. Brown con-
demned “a dis(urbmg lack of bargainlng
discipline in the UMW which puts the
integrity of the bargatﬁing process in
For two weeks
Brown refused to reopen negotiations.
Meanwhlle some operators have threat-
ened to abandon indus rywide bargain-

h indlwdual dis-
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(}ourt Rules in Favor of GM

Poletown: Death of a Community

By BOB ANDERSON

Last July, the General Mo-
tors Corporation and the city
of Detroit announced plans for
the construction of a new
Cadillac plant in this city. GM
is closing two old plants,
which empioyed 13,000 work-
ers at full production. The new
plant will supposedly employ
a maximum of 6,000 workers,
but most experts expect it will
really be about 4,000. In either
case, thousands of jobs will
be lost in the process.

In addition, GM demanded
and got the city's pledge for

, 465 acres of a Detroit neigh-

borhood known as Poletown.
The city agreed to buy and
demolish 1,400 homes and
drive the 3,500 residents out
of the Iintegrated working
class neighborhood. The city
will foot the bill for all of this
and then hand it over to GM
with a 50 percent tax abate-
ment for 12 years. In all, GM,
one of the richest corpora-
tions in the world, will get
nearly $400 million in public
subsidies to build the piant.
Many neighborhood resi-
dents joined the Poletown
Neighborhood Council to fight
against the GM project. They
have organized many demon-
strations.and worked to build
a movement in the city-to fight

GM and the local government.
Supporters of the RSL have
been -active in the fight since
jast fall.

Homes destroyed
for ‘public good’

On March 13, the Michigan
Supreme Court ruled in favor
of the GM project by a 5-2
margin. This ruling allowed
the demolition of the Dodge
Main plant and the city’s pur-
chases of homes in the Pole-
town neighborhood to pro-
ceed. The basis of the Pole-
town Neighborhood Council’s
court case-against the project
was that it's illegal for the
government to use its right of
“eminent domain” for e
benefit of a private corpora®

s

neighborhood.

Court tell it, GM is building
the plant out of the goodness

tion. The city of Detroit main- "of its ‘heart to help out the

tained that taking the neigh-
borhood and driving thou-
sands from their homes was
primarily for the “public
good.” The court ruled that
“the benefit to be received by
the municipality is sufficient
to satisfy this court.” The
court went ‘on to say that

since the plant would. keep"

some jobs in the city, “the
benefit to a private interest is
merely incldental.” To hear
the Justlces of the Supreme

Take Back the Night March

Set for June 6 in Detroit
Last year on May 3, over 1,000 people participated in a Detroit

Take Back the Night march. Encouraged by the success of that
demons(ratjon, a group of Detroit women, including members of

tionary Socialist League, are organizing a Take Back

the Night march for June 6 and a Women Take Back Our Lives
conference for June 7. The focus of this years activities has been
broadened to include all violence against women. In addition to
organizing' against physical violence against women, such as
-rape and wife-beating, the conference will also deal with

government attacks against women—cuts in food slamps and -

welfare, anti-abortion legislation, unemployment, and far right-
wing attacks by the KKK and Nazis. Women and the entire
working class are under increasing attack today. The Take Back
the Night events are an important step toward building a move-
ment that fights back. We urge everyone to attend. For more
information, contact: Detroit Area Women Take Back the Night,
c/o RSL, PO Box 485, Detroit, MI 48221.
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Women’s Liberation

75¢ GPO, New York, NY 10116
*************************************

Buttons!

(5 or more, 50 cents each)

2‘/4”—yellow or blue
In English or Spanish

Qrder from: RSL, Box 1288,
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" city, offl

"New court
‘suit planned

people of Detroit. Ridiculous
as this sounds, it should not
be surprising. The courts in
Michigan and all over this
country serve, the corporations
and the ruling class. Working
people wiil f?nd little justice
here.

Aﬂé‘?&cthe c%urt ruling, one
sald they ‘used: to
‘ederal government
S n bad times—now

y'look to GM. The city gov-
ernment and the United Auto
Workers union (UAW) leader-
ship, which supports the pro-
ject, are telling us that we

" must’ throw ourselves at the

feet of GM and beg for mercy.
Thisisin line with the Reagan
administration’s policy of giv-
ing free rein to the largest cor-

_porations, while cutting nearly

every form of aid won by
workers and poor people over
the years. Remember the old

g: “What's good for GM
is good for the country.” It's

olelon residents protest proposed destruction of their

S

not just.a saying in Michigan -

—it's the law.

»

Up against ail the powers in
the state—GM, Detroif Mayor
Coleman Young and the City
Council, the courts and the
top leadership of the UAW—
residénts of Poletown contin-
ue to fight. Another court case
against the project is now
being argued in Federal Dis-
trict Court. Residents hope to
force GM and the city to
consider several alternative
plans for building the plant,
any of which would save most
of the neighborhood through
some simple design changes.
A solid core of residents who

have been active since last -

summer continue - to attend
the weekly meetings of the

Poletown Neighborhood
Council. On April 4, about 30
residents and supporters
picketed a meeting at the Uni-
versity of Detroit,. where
James McDonald—president
of GM—was speaking.

In addition, the struggle has
received considerable national
attention over the past few
weeks. Articles have appeared
in Time magazine, the New)
York.Times, the Los Angelbs”

" Times and several other publi-

cations. Some of the coverage
has been favorable to the
people of Poletowvn, playing

.;

dresses Poletown meeting.

rule against GM.

up the human interest side of
a working class neighbor-*
hood, the David; fighting GM,
the Goliath. Part of this .
publicity is related to Ralph
Nader's involvement in the
fight. Several lawyers who
work with Nader are staying in
Poletown and doing plenty of
national mailings and media

" work.

But an underlying theme in
most of the news coverage is
that reindustrialization . is ne-
cessary and the only way to

" do it is to give the corpora-

Torchfoto/Gary Hammond

Consumer. advocate Ralph Nader ad-
Nader
heiped pubficize Poletown struggle but
also raised illusions that courts might

tions whatever they want. If
people get trampled in the
process, it's too bad and it
makes a good story, but that's
the price of “progress.”

This “progress” is, in real-
ity, the increasingly naked
dictatorship of the largest
corporations over the rest of
us. Poietown is' an opening
shot in a national reindustrial-

ization drive. The news media“

it and Ralph Nader
knows it. The ruling class
plans more ‘Poletowns”
around the country as the
basic industries—auto, steel,
etc.—try desperately to mod-
ernize their outmoded plants.

knows

" Workers pay for

reindustrialization

Make no mistake, the costs
of modernization are to be
carried completely by the
working class. Whether we
get thrown from our homes to
make way for thelr plants or
thrown from our jobs to make
way for automation and
speedup, we have to pay. We
are paying through drastically
cut federal and local services
as more and more of our tax
dollars are given directly to
GM, Chrysler, U.S. Stesl and
others to provide cap-
ital for reindustrial-
jzation.

Workersall over this
country are facing the
tight of their lives.
The people of Pole-
town have- shown
courage and staying
power in this round. If
we lose, it will not be

" because we didn't
fight. As we write, the
Dodge Main plant has
been reduced to a
field of rubble. Some
blocks in Poletown
are abandoned, with
the houses stripped
of everything with any

services to the resi-
dents who remain,
hoping to force them
to move and end the
resistance. Some peo-
ple still in the neigh-

borhood have nowhere to go

and cannot afford to move;
others refuse to leave. Many
of the retired people in Pole-
town live on fixed incomes in
houses that are paid for. The
city is not offering them
enough to buy replacement
homes, and they cannot af-
ford new mortgage payments.

Whatever the outcome, peo-
ple here are receiving a brutal
education on-how this system
works and who it works for.
These lessons will not be for-
gotten.”

value. The city has cut -
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‘Yes:

On April 6 thousar
South Africa (Azania)
nounced it was raisin
the next two days. Bl
risen up time and agai
ruling class’s aparthi
school boycott, thous
militant anti-aparthei

The Soweto townsh
In June 1976 it was 1
Since then Black peo
uprising, with strikes .
a Torch/La Antorcha
Black peopie face in

Dear Torch/La Antorc

Yesterday | went to
| went on a tour condt
the West Rand Admin
Board, which is the
ment agency that adm
the Black townships st
ihg Johannesburg. Th
very difficult to get or
is the only way a whit
can get into Soweto.

| knew of course t
guide would show us ¢
“best” parts of Sowe
would tell us only the
calculated to make us
the end of the tour tf
not as bad as | expecte
with careful looking an
tioning, a lot of revealir
camethrough. It was e
as bad as | expecte
worse,

Soweto stands for
Western Townships. It
mediately outside of
nesburg, about 10 mile
the center of the city
whites are permitted to
Johannesburg itself. |
so-called Coloured (pe
m'xed race) and Indiar
other three ‘“official’
groups, must live in se
townships outside the

Soweto is by far the
Black township in the
nesburg area. There are
900,000 legal resident:
is, people who have g
ment permits to live
weto. It is generally aci
that another 400,000 “ill
live in Soweto, in co
fear of arrest. (Half of
Africa’s huge prison p
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Letter From South Africa

‘Yesterday | went to Soweto. . .

On April 6 thousands of Black people hvmg in the townships surrounding Johannesburg,
South Africa (Azania), took to the streets after Prime Minister Pieter Botha’s government an-
nounced it was raising rents in the townships by 70 percent. The demonstrations continued for
the next two days. Black and Colouredimixed -race) workers and students in South Africa have
risen up time and again against the slave-like conditions imposed on them by the minority white
ruling class’s apartheid system. For instance, last spring students organized a nationwide
school boycott, thousands of workers struck for better pay and legalization of their unions, while
militant anti-apartheid demonstrations broke out all over the country

The Soweto township outside Johannesburg has been one of the main centers of this struggle.
in June 1976 it was the site of the greatest anti-apartheid rebellion in South African history.
Since then Black people in South Africa have marked June 16, the anniversary of the Soweto
uprising. with strikes and demonstrations against white rule. The following letter was written by
a Torch/La Antorcha reader who recently visited Soweto. It gives a picture of the conditions
Black people face in carrying out their fight for liberation.

Dear Torch/La Antorcha:

_. Yesterday | went to Soweto.
| went on a tour conducted by
the West Rand Administration
Board, which is the govern-
ment agency that administers
the Black townshipssurround-
ing Johannesburg. The tour is
very difficult to get on, but it
is the only ! isi

tion is there for Pass Law vio-
lations. All Black adults must
carry a’ pass, which is- the
government’s method for reg-
ulating where Black people

contract workers, seven for
men, two for women, many of
whom actually have families
in the countryside. The hos-
tels are far worse than the

and workumdeed
ery move.)

ammed “into an - area of 34
square miles, or iess: ‘than six
les-by six miles. There are

small rooms. That means an
-average of 11 “people per tiny

“house. As crowded and de-

pressmg as these conditions
are, many people try to make
their houses pretty with flow-

< ers and ornamental doors.

In addition, there are nine

- hostels for 50,000 “single”

their

These 1,300,000 people are }

i ,000  houses packed to-
,vgether most having only two

worst army | and
residents havé ohly a bunk in
a huge dofmitory, and a
cabinet for a: few personal
possessions.

The houses are little more
than walls, floor; ‘and roof.
Only 25 percent have elec-
tricity. Most houses are on .,
dirt roads which turn to mud
in the rainy season. The vast
majority of houses have no
running water. People must
fetch water with buckets from
a pipe that runs behind the

Ladaddd g
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Also available: pam-
phlet entitled - “Vic-
tory to the Black
Workers’ Revolution
in South Africa.”
Send 50 cents to

houses. Primitive outhouses
are also in back. Most people
use coal for fuel. In the even-
ing, when the workers have re-
turned from Johannesburg
and are preparing their sup-
per, a heavy blanket of un-
healthy coal smoke hangs
over Soweto.

Every few hundred feet is a
huge tower topped with flood-
lights that point in every direc-
tion. These lights are on all
night—the sky is never dark in
Soweto, though 75 peseent of
the homes have no electricity.
This constant illumination is
for police control of the popu-
lation. As you might suspect,
the authorities say it is for
safety and the apprehension
of criminals.

Despite the horrible condi-
tions in Soweto, 33,000 fami-

lies are on the waiting list for .

houses in Soweto, because
life in the countryside is far
more difficull.

Soweto s basically the
sleeping quarters for Johan-
nesburg's productive work-
force. In the morning vmualiy
all adulls board extremely
crowded buses and trains for
the city, where they are the
factory, street and construc-
tion workers, miners and do-
mestic servants. The whites
for the most part are the idle
capitalists, white collar gov-
ernment workers (there is a
huge government bureau-
cracy), shopkeepers, and of-
fice and clerical workers. In
short, they are the owners and
managers. There is little over-
lap between the Black and
white workforces, and where
Blacks and whites do have the
same jobs, such as in the
mines, or as store clerks, the
Blacks earn a fraction of what
the whites earn for the same
work.

Most houses and apartment
buildings in Johannesburg
have tiny sleeping quarters for
domestic servants, so . that
tiey can clean up for their
“masters” after dinner at

night, and have breakfast
ready first thing in the morn-
ing. All Blacks, however, must
have a residence in a desig-
nated Black group area out-
side the city.

Soweto has little to offer its
residents other than a place to
sleep. The schools and nur-
series can accomodate only a
small percentage of the chil-
dren, there are very inade-
quate medical facilities for the
well over a million people, and
recreation facilities are vir-
tually non-existent. There are
two movie theaters in all of
Soweto, and Blacks are barred
from the theaters in Johan-
neshurg!

Shopping facilities in Sowe-
to are also extremely scarce.
Residents are forced to buy
virtually everything they need
from white merchants in the
city. Furthermore, Blacks may
not own land in Soweto, or
anywhere else in South Africa
for that matter.

The population of South
Africa is approximately 69 per-
cent Black, 18 percent white,
10 percent mixed-race, and

three percent Indian. Yet, the °

white ruling class defines this
as a witte country! There is a
scheme currently in progress
to assign all 17 million Blacks
to “homelands” that consist
of 13 percent of the land,
mostly arid and inaccessible,
without industry, and under
South African control. It is
part of a continuing strategy
to deny Blacks every political
and economic right.

The masses of Black people
in South Africa have no stake
whatsoever in the mainte-
nance of this particularly bru-
tal and racist version of capi-
talism. At this point, the white
ruling class is able to main-
tain its rule through technol-
ogy, weaponry, a huge repres-
sive state apparatus like po-
lice and jails, and most impor-
tantly, the support of the
U.S., Israel, and the capitalist

(Continued on next page)
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powers of Western Europe.

it's hard to tell how exten-
sive the revolutionary move-
ment is at this point, because
it is necessarily underground
or based in neighboring coun-
tries. But we can be sure it is
growing and preparing itself
for war against the capitalist
class and its government. The
revolutionary forces will sure-
ly have the overwhelming sup-
port of the Black population.’
An interesting question is
how members of the other
racial groups will side.

! think the vast majority of
whites will side with the apart-
heid government. They are
totally corrupted by the bene-
fits they receive from the
apartheid system. They know
that their high standard of
living is based on the wealth
created by the exploitation of
Black labor, and they don’t
want to give it up. They are
steeped in racist |deology and
mythology.

The lowest paid white work-
ers make more than the high-
est paid Black workers. The
capitalist government has- :

struggle. requesﬂn

and offering their sol

with other workers’ struggles.
A mass march on the Penta-

gon against budget cuts, rac-

ist violence, the draft and
_stepped-up U.S. war plans is
scheduled for May 3. Contin-
gents of miners could attend
the demonstration, again to
seek support for their own
struggle, but also to broaden
and strengthen the growing-
nationwide movement against

made a deal with white work-
ers. Through preferential hir~
ing laws, there is always a job
for a white worker even though
a Black worker would do the
job for less pay. The Biack
-reserve army of labor is not
used against the white work-
ers in the way it is in the U.S.
Instead of saying to the white
workers: “Take what we give
you or you can be replaced,”
the South African ruling class
says: “Side with us against
the Blacks and we will guaran-
tee you a job and a good
standard of living.” )
The white workers in South
Africa have accepted the deal,
and are in the unusual posi-
tion of being junior partners
with the capitalist class in a
real material sense. It is my
betief that no section of the
white . population” will " side
with the revolutlonar

ral-and polltiéal ‘cor-
of the white popula-
oin ‘or support the

ganized, to fight the growing
bosses’ offensive. The miners
are in a position to play an
important role in beginn

groups, far fewer in number
than the Blacks, are in some-
what of a middle position. On
the one hand they are lumped
together with Blacks as “non-
white,” and are therefore de-

_nied basic political rights.

Their standard of living is far
closer to that of the Blacks
than to that of the whites.
They suffer discrimination at
every turn. People of mixed
race and Indians, like Blacks,
are forced to live in defined
“group areas,” cannot use
places of public -accomoda-
tion such as bathrooms, res-
taurants, hotels, buses and
trains, libraries, beaches,
etc., that are reserved for
“whites only.” They cannot
vote and are severely limited
in employment and educa-
tional opportunities.

On the other hand, one can
point to ways in which mixed-
race people and particularly
Indians are to a degree better

- .off than the Blacks. There Is

no plan such as the Black

ixed-race people and In-

ns of South African citi-
zenship. Indians have a uni-
versity, which allows for some
an entry into the business,
professional or academic
world. And @ small segment of

 homeland scheme to deprive
o

Gild thls movement, a role
so help to win

' ‘those who may
this kind of ap-

. Some may say
ot the way strikes
een carried out and won
past. In our opinion, far
being unrealistic, it is
nt that the organized la-
r movement, beginning with
.most militant sections,
‘adopt the kind of program of
acnon“sﬁﬁgested here. Only if
the labor movement can puild
this: kind of, militant, class-

ide unity will working people
be able to defend themselves
in the coming period.

Victory to the Miners! ¢
- Build a United
Working Class Fightback!
Stop the Bosses’ Offensive!

. — ;n'—'_'—'—'_;'i

the Indian population, which
is only three percent of the
South African population to
begin with, has .achieved a
level of middle class comfort
primarily by operating small
shops.

Certain sections of the rul-
ing class, such as the Verligte
(enlightened) wing of the rul-
ing Nationalist Party, and the
libera! Progressive Federal
Party, are openly wondering
whether some type of limited
franchise, probably based on
wealth, education, or some
other type of “merit,” should
not be extended to the mixed-
race and Indian populations.
This can be seen as an
attempt to win away from the
Blacks important potential al-
lies in struggle.

in the coming Pears of in-
tensifying racial conflict,
therefore, some mixed-race
people and Indians may side
with white reaction, whiie the
majority will probably side
with the Black Revolution.
This splitting of loyalties is
based on such factors as
economic and language differ-
ences, slight gains In. or
promises of political rights,
raclal prejudice, etc.

If a few people of mixed
race and Indians have come to
feel they have a stake in the
maintenance of the apartheid
system, however, | think the
vast majority understand that
the same capitallsts who have
based their tremendous
wealth and power on the most
grotesque institutionalization
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of white supremacy, will never
undermine their posnal;:un7 by
granting any semblance of
freedom for non-whites. Be-

cause of their bitter expe--

rience with racial oppression,
| believe that for the most part
the mixed-race and Indian
people will ally with the
Blacks. .

The Blacks, people of mixed
race, and indians of South
Africa are wage slaves in the
most naked sense of the term.
They literally own nothing but
their ability to work, and it is
almost entirely by their labor
that the wealth of South Africa
is created. It is the basic
Injustice of capitalism, never
seen so clearly as in South
Africa, that those who do the
work are robbed of the fruits
of their labor. The non-white
workers lead lives of toil,
poverty, and racist discrimina-
tion and terror. The whites,
capitalist and bought-off
worker alike, who enjoy one of
the highest standards of living
in the world, are as a whole a
bunch of racist, whip-crack-
ing, non-productive slave
masters, enjoying their loot.

In South Africa, the capi-
talist-worker relationship has
a couple of twists of its own—
the wholesale bribery of an
entire section of workers, and
the starkest racial division of
society. But basically it is the
3ame exploitation and racism

;:apitalism means every-

Sheena Gall Levine
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