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What’s at Stake

The néw administration headehvy\
Ronald Reagan has chosen (o make El
Salvador the first battle in its frantic

: |mp%ialjsm@ Accornpa ed by a bar-
rage of 9503 anda about

eftist .opposition ‘marches, January 1880
ial™ nomically dominated by U.S. imperial~ trained. and ‘arfned repressive and
ism for years. The U.S. government, brutal military governments that pro-
working closely withrt_ﬁe U.S. compa- téct their interests. The U.S. policy in
nies that have big investments in the El Salvador today is a continuation of

area, has time and again installed, . {Continued on page 10)

MARCH 13—Joseph Bell,
15, missing since March 2,.is'
probably the latest victim of
an upnknown killer in Atlanta.
Yesterday, BeH’s name was
added ta the list-of missing
or dead Black Atlanta chil
dren,- the fourth. name to be
added in the last month
Also added were:

e Patrick- Baltazar, 11,
missing since February 6;
found dead one week later.

e Curtis Walker, 13, last

- seen alive on February 19,
found dead March 6.

* Aaron Wyche, 10 found K

SECCION
EN

UNTS IN ATLANTA

the press as try- murders. They are of a piece . .
eate a race issue with the murders of Black Co o
re is none. men in Buffalo ; . stab--

“not Marion Barry- bings of Black men-in New ﬁ’e Ku AK':"H:('a" and- the

ing a race issue.. -York City, the shootings of azis., An ey are-of a

Black joggers in Salt Lake plgce with the now-ofﬂclal
City and Urban League head.. «, 99¥&INMeNy cy. "’: ‘9’(‘;":
Vernon -dJordan in" Fort - when. dis

Seepage:iﬁ’ it

————n

Wayne, Indiana, and' dozens
of other attacks op Black
people in the past year. They:
are of a piece with .the
increasing boldness of orf
ganized racisth groups _like
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Send letters to:
TORCH PO Box 1288
‘NewYork NY 10116

Nazis harass
antl racrst

To the:RSL:. -

Butchery in Buffalo made
‘many aware that racist horror
wasn't unique to Dixie.. Yat

‘ers”

. they pretend

-And the local National Anti-
Klan Network affiliated “lead- -
their -

busily pursuing
Image of respectabllity refuse
to deal with my problem while
“busy work”
drafting impotent legislation

. for those courts. | firmly be-
. lieve they could feel.comforta-
‘ble at- my assassination by

fasclsts for they could then

make a public exhibition of.

shock and try to use my case

“ to advance recruitment to the

false cause of “legal” activity.
In the event that my at-

th ; tempts 1o resist fasoist op-

ting. to frig

children by majling horribie

hate papers to them disguised

as Valentine cards.

Since it Is clear that-author-
itarian - police . agencie are
part of the repression I
where ‘there is no recourse 1o
the courts their gunS/ phold

pre’?ssloni and protecl my life
by

atever means necessary
should fali'l ‘want all to know
that | find. that. kind of behav-
ior no ‘real alternative to
fascism.

oppressed In effect, they abet
fascism. < ST

In struggle, o

A Reader: .

3

4

5
‘ 6 Butner: federal |
7

8

i 10

14
15
FEATURES :
2 ourreaders write
6 Break the Chains .
Artis and. Carter. .
8 Laborin Struggle

El Salvador: the next Vietnam?
"~ Death tol'mounts in Atlanta :
“‘State of Black America’ getting worse
. L.A. cops racist. and violent, survey says-
Toronto gays protest police ralds on baths
‘La Migra’ raids on.the rise
‘Chicago INS factory sweép S
rison system’s ‘cuckoo’s nest’
* Pontiac trials: open in Chicago - e
Poem: The Master Thief . .
. GM moves closeér to Poletown demolmon
UAW leaders emept wage cut at River Rouge
9 Stop plant closings and wage cuts
Polish workers fight gov’t crackdown
12 . What's at stake in this year's UMW contract frght
~."No more Three:Mile Islands!
10,000 miners march on Washington
Debate on fascism in Chicago

.Death 'penélty

Hooker walkout. . . Stewart-Warner. . . Sanderson
" 10 WOrld In Revolutlon -
~Spain. .
o . L .

it: seems there are
still some posing as socialists -
while riding the-backs of the.
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New Right poses dire
threat to basic rights

Dear Friends:

| very much appreciated Pat
Nelson's article detailing the
increasing assaults on wom-
en’s rights, while warning
that these are just part of an
overall war against numerous
gains that the people have

“won through years of strug-
.- gle. Now, when the economy

is falling apart, the rulers need
to tighten their control over

". the masses of people, while at

the same time attempting to
direct our anger onto con-
venient - scapegoats. Toward
this end, they have formed a
strategic alliance with several
powerful fundamentalist reli-
glous groups, which are at-
traé{ing huge followings
throu their crusades for a
return 1o~ traditional moral
values (the standardized nu-
clear family) as the remedy for
our economic and political
ills.

I am becoming increasingly
alarmed at the effectiveness
of their extremely well-organ-
ized and well-financed cam-
paigns which seek to legis-
latively - Invade every house-
hold with compulsory norms
of behavior, while simulta-
feously' prohibiting any gov-
ernment-interference with our

“free market economy.” Thus,
-in addition: to. their “Human

Life Amendment,” the moral-
ists are enthusiastically pro-

moting such repressive legis-

lation as Senator Paul Laxalt’s

"“Family Protection Act.” This

comprehensive piece of legis-
lation would regulate the indi-
vidual’s control dVer his/her
own body through elimination
of funding for contraception,
abortion, and venereal disease
treatiment programs. It would

.

Dear Sisters and- Brothers!

We are three sisters that

have spent several years get-

ting in touch with who we are,

what we're’ about: as -women

" and coming out of' ‘the oppres- -

sive rolés: female. stagna-
tion in.the man's’system. One

-of -us has been in and out- of

the correctlonai system and

‘prisons for 25:years. We feel
that women in;

rison are the
most oppressed people in the

J,,werld Being -cut off from

family and chﬂdren denied
basic respect and rights—
our needs ignored, our bodies
neglected, our voice silenced
and  our’ thoughts assassi-
nated.

lnner-Connectrons is about
breaking down the walls that-
separate those of us impris-
oned inside from those of us
imprisoned -outside, we be-
lieve as long as we are under
the .illusion’ of “separateness
we can never achieve the soij-

reinforce permitted models of
sex-role behavior through reg-
ulation of material in public
school textbooks. It would
prohibit federal protection of
the civil rights of people with
“perverse lifestyles,” -and
would even terminate pro-
grams designed to prevent
child abuse.

Another frightening exam-
ple of Big Brother's intengions
was described in a January 11
column in the New York Dally
News by Jimmy Breslin, dis-
cussing a proposed federal
law to prohibit motels on
interstate hrghways from rent-
ing to any ‘but married cou-
ples, who-would have to prove
their status by means of
official Identification cards.
The intent here is to “strength-
en the deteriorating American
family” by preventing “fornli-
cation,” adultery, and homo-
sexual acts. This legislation is
reportedly backed by the Rev-
erend Jerry Falwell, powerful
leader of the Moral Majority.

While this type of legisla-
tion might have seemed pre-
posterous a few years ago,
such observers as Breslin and
former Senator George Mc-

“Govern point out that public

sentiment and congressional
support now make its pros-
pects for passage increasingly
realistic. Meanwhile, leaders
of less recognized groups
have.made public statements
advocating capital punish-
ment for homosexuals. As if
this all Is not scary enough,
there is a growing nationwide
effort to mandate Congress to
call a Constitutional Conven-
tion, which would have the
power to so revise the U.S.

;’Inner- Connectlans

darity necessary to win the
struggle of all people. We
want to communicate with

sisters and brothgrs who are "

about the sisters’ struggle, to
share information and support
and to build unity within a
system that says we cannot

‘Unify. We see as a beginning

place the need for sisters’
voices to be heard. So our
efforts are directed to printing
2 newsletter: . . “Writing for
Rights: Voices Behind Prison

Walls.” The first issue will be -
Please let us

out by -April.
know if you would like to
receive the first issue. We
want sisters and brothers in
the prisons to receive - the
newsletter free of charge. We
welcome any donatxons feed-
back and energy from sisters
and brothers outside, as wel!
as inside.

Sisters of Inner-Conn

259 South 50th streetec‘ ons
Philadelphia PA 19139

-Oppressed and

Constitution that legislation .
now considered entirely un-

thinkable could suddenly be-

come quite routine. Already,

the coordinated efforts of “new

right” groups have caused the

legislatures of 19 states (out

of a required 34) to request

Congress to call this conven-

tion. - .

| am writing -because |

believe it Is a matter of great

urgency for all people to be

aware of this threat to the

basic rights we have come to

take for granted in this coun-
try, and to realize that wé can-
not rely on legislative reforms
and liberal attitudes to achieve
a free society. The ruling class
allows only as much liberty
as suits its needs, and when

its own position becomes
threatened it cracks down
instantly to eliminate any kind
of independent, “deviant”
thought or lifestyle that might
lead to rebellion against the
system. My hope Iis that
through our realization of this
present danger, we can begin
to unite all working people in
a massive effort to get rid of
our ressor and take control
over our own lives.

Yours in Struggle,
Michelle Katz

Health

care
cutbacks

Dear brothers and sisters,
The bosses’ economic cri-
sis and Reagan’s budget cuts
spare no one in the working
class. Some of uys health
workers have been under the
illusion that we are In a reces-
sion-proof and layoff-proof
field. It is not so. During the
second week of February a
great number of workers (in
their majority, women and
third world persons) were laid
off at Forkosh Hospltal in the

' northwest of Chicago. Ali cat~

egories of workers were af-
fected—even highly skllled

“workers such as registered

nursds and inhalation thera-
pists felt the impact of the
layoffs. Two wings of the hos-

- pital were shut down.

In contrast to - the dire
situation the workers face, the
following week, the’Forkosh -
Hospital admmlstraﬂon gave
the doctors a dlnner of steak
and trout.

It is high time that we
health workers join the rest of
the working class and the
fight - back
against the bosses economlc
crisis. :
In the struggle,

Apolinar Bonifaclo
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Natronai Urban League Reporl: ~

By | FRANK HOPKINS ~

in January, the National Ur-
ban League<(NUL)‘ ‘released its

# f«“State .of . Black Amenca—,
faport. The:National ur-

ban Leagu#: Is a reform organi—

“in ‘an at-

" ‘tempt to win gains for Black .

people For example, it tries

to “look.on the bright side” of .
' .cited by the NUL report for four die of heart disease. And

the Rea n election victog’y by
‘saying “that now Black people
may have a bit more of an im-
Jpact on “restructurlng the
‘Democratic Party" after . its
1980 defeat. ) )
g D’es'pitgihe Urban League’s
middle -class and reformist
orientation, however, the NUL
report is a valuable discussion
of -the economic .and social
-position that the majorlty of
-,Black people are in - these

things are very bad and are

qurckly eroded, and this.is be- -

coming rncreasmgly true.

people were unem
at the height-of th

zation that works through the

days. What ‘it says is that

rt.. most unemployed’

- tion. Black wormen
‘who. aré heading

~ three times: more
. er!y to be: unem-f

the country, the in- But even where it's not up-
come gap between front racism that keeps Black
Blacks and whites people from living in better
is widening. In the - places, more and more it's the
early 1970s, the in- fact that fewer Black people
come of Black peo- can afford to move into better
ple in the North- housing.
east was 71 per-
cent that of white
. péople. Today, Black youth
-Black people make
only 58 percent of withouta future
what white people .
make. In the West, Probably the clearest way to
Black people used see how brutal the capltalist
to get 77 percent off  system is to Black people is to
what whites 'gor\\tzlze a look at what it means
" paid. Today it's 62
percent. Even _in trying to grow up in the U.S.

the South, where Black people today. First, the NUL report

had it really lousy to begin notes, one out of every 40
with—only 57 percent of what Black babies dies in the first
whites got—the figure has vyear of life. Then Black chil-
dropped. It's now 56 percent. dren get less health care.

C ' Twice as many Black children
lack a regular source.of health

Black women face

care as white children. This
. § S means, among’ other things,
low pay., few JObs that twice as many : Black

children as: white - children
?)ne of the major reasons between;the ages of one and

this.is that there Is a decline’in ~Black children: between: one
the number of Black families d- four.:yedrs. old die 507
that are“able to have two or'’ rcent’tnoré‘often than' white"
more family members work- children of the same age’ss a

ing. In 1970; 54 per-: )

cent of Black fami-
lies had two¥or
more family mem-
bers with jobs. .
1979,.it was only
percent. In particu-
lar, -of all -adult
workers, Black

wornen are the low-
-est-paid  and the

workers In the na-

families _today-are’

recession. One.and.-a. half .cj

million - Black people, were
unemployed in 1974-75.
1980, that figure. rose to 1.7
million.” ~

in fact,’ in the past five.

years, from 1975 to 1980,
Black people accounted for 15
percent of the increase in the
total number- of people of
" working age. But Black people
only got 10 percent of new
jobs.

Further, in every region of

In

 Lack of ]obs means a whole
world of other forms of misery

ate, educational needs that

90 percent

—rotten housing, lousy heaith

aren’t met, and many other

forms of social oppression.
For example, there  Is the-
housirig situation. Racismisa .
tremendous factor in the in- .

rn a socletyk that
tries to force people into-

equality in housing iri the U.S.  marriage. The-whole society:

‘State of Black
Bad and Getting Worse

readmg, wrmng and counting ’

the Black children who-are

looks down on people who
raise children any other way
than through the nuclear fam-
ily (that is, father, mother and
children as one unit). In fact,
the society preaches this to
the children—on television, in
school, at church. But at the
same time, we live in a society
where so many people are
jobless that the nuclear family
simply falls apart among
poorer people. This is very
true- for Black people. Less
than half of all Black children
live with both parents. Most
live with a single parent or
with relatives. Black children
are also over-represented
among the more than 500,000

children in foster homes,'

group homes and similar in-
stitutions. In this society that
means you grow up lonely.

And, in this' soclety that

means you grow up feeling
inferior because you don't
have a “normal” family.

‘Moreover, the NUL repor¥s,/

once a Black child enters
school, he or she is:
. etwicé as likely as a white
.-child to be held back a grade;
sthree times as likely to be
*plated “In "a ¢&lass ' for  the
educable menta"y retarded;

merlca’

to read want ads, fill out job
_applications .or figure that
they got the right change from
the supermarket.

This happens both because
of lack of proper funding to
Black schools, and also be-
cause-educational officials are
prejudiced against Black stu-
dents, and-so have low expec-

tations for thém. Many times |

the students themselves end
up internalizing these expec-
tations. They end up thinking
of themselves as failures be-
fore they've ever really had a
chance.

The popular attitude in this
society has for a long time
_been, “If you ‘study, you'll get
ahead.” ‘Unfortunately, for

Black people this is rarely

.true. So even those Black
students who manage to get
all the way through college are
three times as likely as white
college graduates to be unem-
ployed.

This is what growing up in
the U.S. means if you are
Black. It generally' means that
your life is ruined for you in
advance. And the whole soci-
ety expects you' to blame
yourself for the fact that capi-
talism has destroyed all your
chances at havlng a decent
life. :

- Racist climate -

deepening

What is worse is that this is
only the beginning. What the
NUL report-fails'to really spelt

e gains. Pi

these actions: 1963 March on' Washingtoh; 1963 Birm-: . .
ngh ‘

-twice as Ilkely to be sus-
pended from school.
“This: kind of oppression

. within the educational system

means-that 13 percent of 17-

-year-old Black yoﬂth end up -
ofunctlonally Nliterate -They

are . unable to’ do the basic

g it

Vlndustrlanzatlon”” FleaV n lsw

ling ‘class people

wamncn 1s.ApRiL 14, 1nwvoncn / PA&“Ea :

out is how much more viclous -
“racism in the u.s. is golng to
get. Undertheheadlng of “re-
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“DEATH TOLL MOUNTS IN ATLANTA

{Gontinued from page 1)

serious investigation. Even
after several of the mothers of
the wvictims held a press
conference to protest that “no
.one gives a damn,” nothing
was done for months.

“They did not want rumors
to be spread because they
were afraid it may hurt Jimmy
Carter,” the Reverend Charles
Kenyatta of New York wrote
recently about. Mayor Jack-

son’s inaction last” summer:

and early fali. )

“I¥'s a class thing,” Camille
Bell noted. “If it were Mayor
Jackson’s son or some big-

time Black, then you would
have seen some  quick re-
sponse. But certain people’s
death in -our society don’t
seem to mean anything.” All
of the dead children came
from Atlanta’s poor and work-
ing class Black neighbor-
hoods,  seemingly a million

miles away from Atlanta’s.

glittering downtown and the
attractive - -neighborhoods
where the city’'s dominant
Black middle class live., De-
spite Atlanta’s reputation as a
boom town, the number of
jobs inside the city has
dropped in the past 10 years,

and the areas all the victims
_lived in show it.

Today, few are still trying to
ignore the Atlanta murders. A
growing shout of outrage has

" made that impossible: In cities
across the country people
are wearing green ribbons as a
sign of concern—and anger—
over the Atlanta killings. Meet-

ings, services and vigils have -

been held in all major cities,
and thousands of people have
marched in Newark, Chatta-
nooga and elsewhere to dem-
onstrate their indignation.
The establishment, from
Ronald Reagan to the New

York Times and Maynard Jack-
son, have responded to '(hg%s‘
outcry by expressing a new-
found “concern” over the mur-
ders. But their real concern is
over the possibility of ex-
plosions in Black communi-
ties across the country.
Particularly worried and on
the defensive is the national
Black establishment, based in
Atlanta. In an attempt to show
they were doing something,
the Black elite held a benefit
March 10 to raise money for
the Atlanta police department.
The concert raised $148,008,
as more than 3,000 people

paid-$25 or $100 a person to
be part of what the New York
Times «called a “lavishly
dressed audience” that heard
Sammy Davis, Jr., and Frank
Sinatra perform.

“l don’t need this,” said the

_ ever outspoken Camille Bell

outside the benefit. “Seems

" like a bake sale to buy a

bomber to me.”

Meanwhile, -in the poor and
working class Black neighbor-
hoods of Atlanta, parents and
children wait in fear for the
next murder, which, accord-
ing to the past pattern, is due
at the end of March.J

L.A. Cops Racist

only ‘good” thing ‘about the:

By ED DUMITRESCU .

Forty-niné people were shot
by on-duty members of the
Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment (LAPD) last year, 15 of
them fatally. Recent examples
include a  mentally disturbed
man who refused to accept
treatment from paramedics.
The cops shot him dead.
Neighbors pleaded with the
cops to let them talk to the
man first. Fhe cops refused,
then later said they had to kill
him because:he was -uncon-
trollable. in another incident;

" a Black man, arrested as a

‘vertising Agency to_¢ome up

robbery suspect, ‘was shot
dead while handcuffed and
lying face down on-the side-

. walk. Cops said ‘it was an

accident. B :

" NOT surprisingly, the LAPD ..
ttas developed what'it calls’an -
-*image” problem. To.try fo
"deal with this, the Police Pro-

tective League, a group which
represents almost all LAPD
officers, is looking for help
from Madison-Avenue. 1t has
hired the Elliott Curson At

with a gimmick to improve the

" “image” of the LAPD. Police

_ officers are paying $1 million’

out of their own pockets for -

this advertising campaign. =

Last September, they com-

missioned a poll ‘to’ find ‘out

public attitudes toward :the .
cops. It revealed that nearly 90"

percent of those questioned
think there's either “some” or
“a lot” of police brutality in
Los Angeles. Sixty-five per-
cent of the respondents said

cops are racist and 62 percent -
said they are violent. Nearly a -
third think that .approaching a -

cop is-dangerous because he
might think you are a criminal
and shoot you. What else
should people think when last
year cops shot 50 percent
more unarmed people than in
19787 (Figures for 1979 are
not ~available.) Police. shot
fewer animals. last year,
though, and  Police Chief

Daryl Gates admits that's the '

data. “People get really upset

when you shoot-animals,” he

added: ¥ @ CoF ’
Ariother way the cops are

trying to‘improve their reputa-.
tion is to make it appear they

are really trying to fight crime,

ahuary they began.:
special Crime Task ..

Fernando YMaljey. Here, 293
cops, most of them on motor-
cycles, with a special heli-
copter hovering overhead,

" posed for reporters and televi- -

-sion cameras. According to
Jeff Koopersmith, a partner in
the Curson advertising agency
that is managing the image
campaign, “We've already
been successful in changing

' the news coverage of the po-
« lice.-By talking to editors and

o

and Violent, Says

assignment directors, we've
focused the issue and the
press has neatly and responsi-
bly gone after it.”

The cops themselves have
been less successful. During
the two weeks their special
task force was in the Valley,
they arrested over 10 times
more people than usual. But
of 1,509 arrests, only 25 were
for burglary; 672 were for tru-
ancy. Commented the Los An-

,':‘!60‘ police armed with crow-
gehammers raided four. gay

Toronto Gays Protest
Police Raids on Baths

“One man was dragged into a deorway and all

five cops used their sticks on him.”

Several days later, 2,000 people attended a
meeting to, ‘organize a defense of " those

bars.-and’ sled

baths:in Tofbnto, Canada. Smashing windows,
“and’ fu , ‘they -arrested over 250

cus rs were - rudely

ang d by the cops.

“prevented from dressing

e quy who ‘was ill was

in the_walils.
3,000 ' people

the crowd mari hed ‘dow { ]
the local police station. "l" y stopped traffic

~ and chanted “Stop the Cops” and “Gay Rights,

Right Now!” When the*
block the march with their squad cars, the
crowd smashed police ¢ dows. and con-
tinued down: the street.. Arriving at-the police
station, demonstrators found it surrounded by
a wall of cops.‘The crowd responded by chant-
ing, “Resign, Resign, Resign!” and “No More
Cops!” Protesters threw bottles, spray painted
and overturned one cop car. Later they moved
to Queens Park, theiprovincial legisiature, and
back to the police station again. Several times
through the night, cops charged the crowd and

attempted to

- beat ‘people up. According;to ‘a participant:

arrested. One of the victims of the raids who
spoke at the meeting likened the police to the
Nazis, and said: “l am the son of concentration
camp victims an? I never knew what my par-
ents thought till that night—to be surrounded
by raw power, to be engulfed in terror.” The
meeting demanded that Police Chief Jack Ak-
roid resign. On February 13, the Board, of Po-
!ice Commissioners was forced to hdi hear-
ings to debate-whether to investigate them-
selves. ‘After three hours of speeches . from
cht_nrch representatives, political parties, and
civil rights groups, they voted not to investi-
gate. The audience responded to the decision

) with shouts of “Gang of Swine, Resign!”

At a time wl_'ten attaéks on lesbians and gay
Imetr)l_ are- rapidly increasing, the fact that
esblans and gays in Toronto fought back
against the cops in a militant, spirited way

- Serves as an inspiration o us not to take these

attacks lying down. As capitalism deca

cks . ys, the
capltahst's are attempting to save their system
by leading attacks on .ajl working - and
oppressed people, including blaming gays for

‘the moral decay of societ
i Y. We need to pre are
- ourselves by organizing for armed self-t‘i)ef;nse

and uniting with afl workin [
g and oppre!
people .under attack in Canada, the L?% s::a]g
around the world to build a movement that can
turn back these attacks. O -
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Survey

geles Times: “They were on

" the prowl for daytime burglars,

but they found mostly truants,
traffic violators and drug us-
ers.” In other words, their big
attack on crime has done
nothing but bust a lot of kids
for not attending schoo! and
getting high, and a few speed-
ers, while getting the LAPD
lots of publicity. .

The s had been sched-
uled to hit Hollywood next,
but after two Black members
of the City Council com-
plained that the area-they rep-
resent was going to be the last
to receive the cops, plans
were changed. Watts would
be the second target.

BLACKS have good reasen
to be concerned about crime,
since crime .is rampant in
Black neighborhoods, already
hit hard by the economic
crisis and the prime targets
for cuts in mdanicipal, state
and federal budgets. But is
bringing more cops going to
help? Forty-seven percent of
the people cops killed last
year .were Blacks, and 47
percent is more than twice the

percentage of Blacks in the

total city population.

Maybe the advertising cam-
paign will fool some for
a while, but it will take more
than advertising to alter peo-
ple’s perceptions of the cops.

- The cops will have, to actually

change. And that is not going
to happen under thi§'capitalist

‘system. The cops’ main job is

to defend® the
power of the bo
ticians from the:n
ple who have littie ‘or no pro-
perty and :no power. As long
as we live under capitalism, as
long _as - people don't have
jobs, as.long as our schools
and neighborhoods continue
to deteriorate, as long as ali

- we see are cutbacks in' social

services, crime-as the capital-
ists define it will continue to
rise. Meanwhile, the >

inals, those who run capi-
talist system and. profit. by it
and those who protect'it, will

keep trying to beat usdown.[J
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By WILLIAM FALK _

“THIRTY Captive lllegal Aliens Freed by Pohca”
read the deceptive headline in the Los Angeles
Times. The 28 men and two women invoived had
come from Mexico, lured by the-promises of good
jobs upon arrival in Los Angeles.

‘Instead, they were robbed and locked up. in a
completely bare room—with no toilet—in the house

.police also found $10,150—the total still left from the

$500 fees the Dominicans had paid to be smuggled
from Mexico to El Paso and then to New York.
Several of the 84 people spoke to the New York
Times before they were deported, describing the
three-day, non-stop trip crammed into the tractor-
trailer as an “infilerno”—a hell. But they made the
trip, they said, because the prospects for life at

home were even worse.
* % % %

- LA MIGRA attacks on undocumented workers are
on the fise. A key reason for this is that a year-old
suspension of raids at workplaces, including farm
labor housing camps, has now ended. This ban was
imposed by the U.S. Justice Department so that
1980 census -takers could work in Latin and
Caribbean neighborhoods without being mistaken
for INS-agents. On January 16, just four days before
leaving office, the Carter administration’s attorney
weral, Benjamin Civiletti, lifted the suspension.

ext five days, the INS pleed up 208 un-

of Andrew and Rita Coronado, the people they had
paid for safe passage into the U.S. Held from five to
15 days, they were given no foo_d or water, and

y e past r. Ted Giorgetti, the chief inves-
or in the Chicago INS office, told the Torch/La
rg}hg on February 27 that the number of “appre-

was again near 1,000 a month. (See
ying letter for an eyewltnesa account -of

addition, the Supreme Court recently liberal-
he rules under which the Border Police can
e U.S. Six years ago the court
t have “specific articulable

ed simply because La
people were coming across

Dear Editors,

For years | have been read-
ing about INS raids on undoc-
umented workers in the pages
of the Torch/La Antorcha. Re-
cently, | saw one of these
raids and'it’s hard tc.describe
just how terrifying it was.

[ WORK in a small manufac-
turing .plant where about 70
percent of the workers are
Mexican. Many of these work-

INS agents’ left,.
the - plant m
squealed “it's
day. ” A “grea
is similar to how th

ers are “undocumented;” but must have -felt when :
all obtained green cards by rounded up the Jews
cne means or another. About many

seven weeks ago, the plant
-was raided by the INS. immi-
gration agents sealed off the
plant at 8:30 in the morning’
and every foreign-born worker back of the plant tryin
in the place had been. grilled cape over the bac
and chiecked out by 11:00 a.m.  Others were petrifie

When it was over, 17 work- "Iy went along - Still ‘ot

ed tbat a raid wi
11 hell broke lo
orkers were runti

>hic go, he INS had been arresting 1,000 i
before the ban, but only half that

time. Because many Mexican
workers are forced to sneak
into this country, they must
work for shit wages under rot-
#* ten conditions with no real

turned in its final report. Among other things, the
commission recommended:

1)a large increase in personnel and equipment for
the Border Patrol and INS investigation agencies;

2) coordinating the activities of the INS, the Cus-
toms Service, the Drug Enforcement- Admmxstratlon
and the Coast Guard; and,

3)making it itlegal for an employer to hire an un-
documented worker.

The commission also recommended that after
(and only after) all the immigration police forces
have been beefed up, an amnesty be declared for
undocumented workers already in the U.S.

The commission’s report, however, is not likely to
carry much weight with Reagan, given that the eight-
member body included four Carter Cabifiet mem-
bers. RatHer, Reagan's immigration policy will be
based on his own political considerations. Reagan
has long-standing ties to California agribusiness
and other West Coast and Southwestern capitalists,
such as garment bosses, who are among the major
employers of undocumented workers. These capital-

»isi8’ profits are based on their ability to hire and

brutally exploit undocumented - workers, whose
“illegal” status makes it extremely difficuit for them
to organize and fight for decent wages and working
conditions. For this reason, Reagan has tended to
support the status quo: using the INS as a threat to
keep undocumented workers intimidated, but not
using it so effectively as to seal the border.

When pressed about a policy Reagan has
supported a revival of the “Braceros” or guest-
worker program. Under this program, agribusiness
could employ citizens of other countries to pick
crops, but their visas would be dependent on their
retaining the specific job they came to do. Thus
agribusiness would get the benefit of employing
workers who live under constant threat of depor-
tation, but wouldn’t appear to be encouraging extra-
legal immigration.

But Reagan is certainly under some pressure fora
stricter immigration policy. Growing anti-foreign
workerqzanti-immigrant: feelings “are a part of the
general shift to the right that put Reagan in the
White House. Many of Reagan’s New Right
supporters believe that undocumented immigrants
are taking jobs away from “American” workers. They
are also vocal advocates of Anglo “cultural purity”
for the U.S.

Whatever the exact shape of the Reagan lmmlgr_a-
tion policy turns out to be, INS ralds like those of~
the past month are sure to continue and increase.[] .

‘WITH the way the aconomy
is going, many 'U.:S. workers
are down on foreign-born
workers. They blame undocu-
mented workers because there
aren’t enough jobs. This is
- bulishit. We have to realize

that what's “tmportant is ‘not -
where you're born, but the fact
.that the vast majority of us
have to work to survive We all
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Artis and Carter may win new trial

- John Artis and Rubin “Hurricane” Carter, the former middle-
weight boxer, may get a new opportunity to overturn their
frame-up convictions for the 1966 shooting deaths of three
white men in a Patérson, New Jersey, bar. On March 3, the New
Jersey Supreme Court ordered a hearing to determine whether
the state withheld vital evidence from the defense in Artis and
Carter’s second trial. Both Artis and Carter have-been convicted

, of the shooting deaths in two previous trials and are serving life

prison sentences. .

Artis and Carter were ariginally arrested at a time of extreme
racial tension in Paterson. Rubin Carter was well-known-in the
area, not only because he was a top contender for the middle-
weight boxing crown, but also because he was an outspoken
advocate of armed self-defense for Black people. Artis and
Carter were convicted in their first trial in 1967 on the testimony
of the staté’s eyewitness to the shootings, Alfred Bello. Bello
testified that he could positively identify Artis and Carter as the
gunren. However, in 1974 Bello recanted his testimony. This
opened the door to a second trial for the two men. At the new
trial, Belio' decided that he hadn’t lied in the first place and

~repeated his testimony that Artis and Carter had been the

gunmen, The state, recognizing that Bello’s testimony was
highly suspect, made racist appédls to the jury, painting the
shootings as “racial revenge” for the killing of a Black bar
owner thé previous night. The jury found Artis and Carter guilty

for a:second tirie. .

been ordered beécause defense lawyers claim
on deliberately misidd them about a lie

€ r test ‘Bello took. Defense lawyers were told

before the start of the second triai that the test confirmed

Bello’s story. This prevented the defense lawyers from chaileng-

y
<

' ing the credibility of the only so-called “eyewitness.” How-

ever, it turnsrout that while the lie-detector test confirmed one
of Bello’s many stories, it did not confirm the story he told to
the jury. If the Mearing confirms the defense contentions, Artis
and Carter may get another chance to prove their innocence. )

Death penalty élaim; latest victim

Shortly after midnight on March 9, Steven Timothy Judy, age
24, was killed in.the electric chair at the Indiana State Peni-
tentiary at Michigan.City. Judy was the fourth person to be
executed since the U.S. Supreme Court restored the death
penaity in 1976.. ) Fo LT - :

All four people who have been executed were white. Three of
the four “wished to.die.” Neither of these facts'is an accident.
The death penalty has been restored because the U.S. ruling
ciass needs to'step up its repression’in the coming period. The

" capitalists are throwing people out of work, cutting wéges,

stripping away hard-won gains of working people and whipping
up-an increasingly reactionary and racist climate. Not being
fools, they know that there will be a’njnqjtgas’ingly militant and

-even violent response from working and oppressed people to

these attacks. “Tougher” laws, more prisons and the death
.penalty are the varying means of repression:the ruling class is
putting.in place to try to crush this.coming resistance. To.gain
acceptance for the cold-blooded murder signified by the death
penalty, it has been useful to execute people who “wanted to
die.” . B i . .
Moreovet, it is.not an accident-that no Black people have yet
been executed. This has served to hide the racist character of
the death penalty. Countless studies have shown the racist
nature of “justice” in the U.S. Blacks are convicted more often
and receive substantially stiffer sentences than whites for
similar crimes— particularly if a Black person is accused of
committing a crime against a white person. Today, there are
290 Black prisoners on death row—40 percent.of all prisoners
condemned to death. Between 1930 and 1967, when the
Supreme Caurt halted executions, 53.5 percent of those exe-
cuted were Black—yet Black people make up only a little over
10 percent of the population. Inthe South in particular, the’
death penalty has long provided the basis for legai lynchings of
Black people. Today, while Reagan proclaims the virtues of
“states’ rights,” the ground is being laid for a return to racist

. executions and general repression against working and poor

people. , ; —AL &RR
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Butner: Federal Prison
System’s ‘Cuckoo’s Nest’

Dear Torch,

Readers of your newspaper
may be interested to know
that the research center for
the federal prison system’s
“behavior modification” and
“drug therapy” programs al-

‘luded to- in yeur article on

Marion in the last issue is
located at a neo-modernist,
concrete-and-plexiglass Skin-
ner Box, located at Butner,
North Carolina, and dubbed
“the Federal Center for Cor-
rectional Research.”” Although
Butner is regarded by many in
the federal prison system (as
well as the rest of the world
prison industry) as being “the
best of all possible prisons;”
nd the model for the “prisons
oY the future,” we are afraid
thé~reality is somewhat more
dismal.

BUTNER FIRST opened its
doors in 1976, after a lengthy
and expensive (at least
$20,000,000 of the workers’
money) construction project.
The Butner concept had its
origins in the rather sadistic
and bizarre mind of Dr. Marty
Groder, who was formerly on
the medical staff at the U.S.
Medical - Center for Federal
Prisoners at Springfield, Mis-
souri. Dr. Groder envisioned
what he termed a “behavior
modification center for man-
agement problems at other in-
stitutions” in the system. Of
course, this translates to a
place for turning hard cases
and activists into vegetables,
as was so aptly pointed out in
your story on Marion. Dr.
Groder urged the extensive

Getting Out Soon?

use of surgical, electrical and
chemical lobotomies in an
effort to make the inmates at
the institution “better adjust-
ed to society.” The real aim,
of course, was to eliminate
the aggressive, independent
and intelligent individuals in
the system altogether.
UNFORTUNATELY for Dr.
Groder, when the details of his
proposal were made known to
the professional p%ychologi—
cal community in the nation, a
groundswell of academic op-

scapegoated and forced to
leave his ‘job in the federal
prison system. However, the
center at Butner was nonethe-
less opened.

At present, the popuiation
at Butner consists largely of
individuals who are either
court-designated mental
cases, or individuals *“ran-
domly selected by computer
for research,” for which read
“management problems at
other ' institutions.” Those
“randomly selected” are ad-

position to such a plan forced
the hierarchy to conclude
that, if the project were con-
tinued under the auspices of
Dr. Groder, a public relations
disaster of the first magnitude

might well ensue. Thus, in

order to eliminate the public
relations problem, yet keep
the program virtually intact,
Dr. Groder was officially

Are you being released soon? If so, you can still
receive the Torch/La Antorcha FREE for six months.
. Just let us know wheig to send it. ’

We are providing these FREE six-month subscriptions
bec.ause we know that when you get out, you don’t neces-
sarily have the money for a paid subscription. And we

don’t want to lose touch with you just becauge you’re out-

now. Ip fact, we want and need to tighten Our relation-
ship with you—and convince you to join us in building a

. revolutionary socialist party.

‘When you're bagk on the street why hol pass your
. i > co
of the Torch/La Antorcha around? One of the gest wa‘;z

{ . you can help build the Revolutionary Socialist League is

by introducing people to our newspaper. And let us ki
icin > r . now
what you're doing when you. get home. The struggle
doesn’t end when you walk out of the cage—it only begins
on a different level. Continue to struggle! Contact us in

any of our branch cities (see listing on i
‘ b ! page 15), or write
to our National Office and maybe we could a)rrange to

mest you somewhere. There are always lots of activities

ggir;g ginginhwihichoyour participation and.experience could
a nelp. Or there are classes o
politics you could join. " revpluﬁonary
Finally, we know that a'lot of 't ha
lly, ©of you don’t have you ¢
subscription 2,0 the Torch/La An’lorcha-—thaf;our ?evz;g
s:)iﬁveone else’s copy. If you are being released, you can
still get a FREE six-month subscription to the newspaper.

" Just drop us a line with your new address and the name of

the prison you were in.

vised upon arrival that they

" have been done a “wonderful

favor” by having been trans-
ferred from wherever they
- were in the system before.
They are assured that Butner
is the “Holiday Inn,” or “col-
lege campus” of the federal
prison system. They are as-
sured that the staff is here to
“help them to become produc-
tive citizens” in every way
possible.

WHAT the staff neglects to

tell the newly arrived inmate is
that, in most cases, he will be
redesignated to-a higher se-
. curity level (or desigmated an
“exception case” to prevent a
lessening of security restric-
tions), that he will ‘receive
fewer beneficial programs and
be subjected to more harass-
ment over minor details of the
“rules and regulations,” and
that he will be put through an
endless labyrinth of staff-
initiated mind games to the
point where, sooner or later, if
haris-one of the lucky ones on
the “voluntary program,” he
will find himself eagerly “opt-
ing out” in order to return to
‘his former institution, over-
crowded and unpleasant in
comparison to Butner though
it may be. If he is one of those
who have been designated a
“mental health problem,” he
has no, chance whatever to
escape whatever ingenious
program of mental toriure
awaits him. -

The ‘unspoken but ~ever-
present ‘threat which hangs
ovel- an inmate’s head at
Butner is that he could at any
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d forced to By DARRYL CLARK

i ‘.the federal

-ioweve(. the The trial of 10 of the Pon-

was nonethe- tiac Brothers opened in Chi-
o cago on March. 5. Al are

€ popuiation charged with murdering three

ts largely of

are either
ted mental
iduals “ran-
by computer

white guards during-a riot at

Poftiac Prison in'lllinois on
July 22, 1978. The 10, together
with 'six ~ Pontiac. Brothers

guilty. All 16 are Black. They -
are the Warges’t number ‘of ~

ted” are ad-

978 demonstration in prote%siinst frame-up of

. only _ of vicious animals who kill for
ny people into a 'no reason, and therefore de-
serve to be sent to the chair.
And they are using this to
build support for a “law-and-
order” campaign. In lllinois,
Thompsen-. has approved
funds for several new prisons
to be built, and has brought in
so-called “Claés X legislation
© to enforce much longer prison
terms.
IT took a long tl e aiid a lot
pow a1 to manu-

lappens.”
he staie led by

facture the state’s case. The
prison was illegally kept on
deadlock - (prisoners kept in
their tiny cells 24 hours a day,
denied phone calls, visitors,
etc.) for eight months while
investigators grilled prison-
ers. Many were offered trans-
fers, time - off, and cash
upfront if they would testify—
and threatened with Jeeing
indicted and put on trial for
murder if they wouldn’t. The
government just picked who it
wanted to get and extorted

accusations against ‘these -

prisoners. %he prosecu-
tion's whole case is based on
this kind of testimony, built
on bribes and coercion. At
least one witness has already
recanted and denounced the
state’s tactics.

Court proceedings — pre-
trial motions and jury selec-
tion—have already been going
on for most of a year. The
courtroom was specially built
for the trial, with a bullet-

proof glass shield between -
the audience and the prison-

ers, jury, etc. Judge Ben
Miller, imported from down-
state, has shown tremendous

favoritism to the state. He has *

repeatedly threatenJed defense

Pontlac Brothers Trial Opens in Chicago;
16 Black Men Face Death Penal

.

lawyers with . contempt-of-
court citations. The defense is
hamstrung in many ways.
They are prevented from inter-
viewing some state witnesses.
Defense lawyers are paid less
than half of what prosecutors
are getting. They don’t have
enough staff. And so on. A ot
of things about the trial are
reminiscent of the infamous
Chicago Eight Conspiracy trial
under Judge Julius Hoffman,
but this time lives are at stake,
and the racism is even thicker.

AS THE trial opened, the
defendants and their lawyers
expressed optimism. One of
the defendants told the Tarch/
La Antorcha that the prison-
ers’ morale is good, there is a
strong spirit of unity, and they
are confident that the state’s
manufactured case will fall

‘apart in court. They regard the

jury as satisfactory: seven
Blacks and five whites, six
men and six women, selected
over a five-month period.

If there is mass support for
the Ponti Brothers, it will
turn a tlight on the case
and expose the state’s frame-
up. This can have an effect on
what happens in the court-

_Joom and the Jury box.[J »
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inmates.” He "has
further stated that “every staff - 1
member feels that he is a psy-
cholagist, even if he can’t
spell the word.” This leads to
the almost incredible - (but: |
actual) situation where in-

V So what if there’
“.fam the Master Th

irst I stole:the Indians’ land,

a | stole some men,
d, captured branded them,

hen| fvrst came from the west,
und a world at pedce and rest,

THE MASTER THIEF

Pedples curse me here and there,
But | am strong, | do not care,

To challenge me no one would dare,
| am the Master Thief.

'S

Arrogant, you say | am,
- "Me, your loving Uncle Sam.
‘(Really, | don’t give a damn)
‘1am the Master Thief.

My symbol stands unchanged today,
The eagle is a bird of prey.

Through fear | keep the world at bay,

| am@e Master Thlef

My colors are red, white and blue,
Quite sumple is' my form of rule,
DEMOCRACY FOR THE WEALTHY FEW,
1 arm the Master Thief.

Terror is'my bag, you see,
imprison those who disagree,
Poisoned air; pollutedsea;

b a ithe Master Thse

Nowl bid you all good-bye, :

you with this pretty lie,”

. “For freedom | will fightand die,”
| AM THE MASTEH THIEF!

- -
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~ GM Moves Another Step Closer

to Poletown Demolition

By PAUL CARSON

DETROIT, February 26—A
chant of “Cardinal. Deardon

-neighborhood.

new GM plant. (See Torch/La )

Antorcha, Vol. 7, No. 11 for
details.)

Immaculate Conception has
served as a headquarters for

the *Poletown Neighborhood

Council, which has been fight-
ing to save the Poletown
Parishionefs
fromImmaculate Conception
now feel betrayed by the
church hierarchy. Ann’ Lock-
lear told the Detroit. News:
“They sold us out to GM and
the city for 30 pleces of
silver.” o

Poletown residents today
- fage tremendous
odds, On the posi-

full-time basis.

But, unfortunately, the
Poletown Neighborhood
Council’s active support in the
community seems to be de-
creasing, as more. and more
people have simply given up.
The city of Detroit has gotten

" agreements to sell from the

owners of most of the parcels
in the project area. Vandalism
in the neighborhood Is rising
as .more homes are vacated.

Most residents think GM wilt
inevitably get its way and their
neighborhood will be de-
stroyed.

GM'’s tremendous clout was
demonstrated recently after it
was announced that a federal
urban development grant pro-
gram on which the GM plant
depends was being eliminated
by the Reagan admlnj&tration.
This announcement came at a
time when Ralph Nader was

increasing - his support for
Poletown residents. But with-
in a few days, Michigan's
Senator Riegle (Democrat)
and Detroit’s Mayor Coleman
Young, (Democrat) publicly

. blasted Nader, both major

Detroit newspapers ran editor-
ials against Nader and”in favor
of the project, and Michi-
gan’s Governor Milliken (Re-
publican) quletly convinced
the Reagan.administration to
iet the grant money come
through for this project (while
still eliminating the program
as a whole).

GM clearly has the influen-
tial people in government and
behind the scenes on its side.
And now the Catholic church
hierarchy is pitching in and
doing its share for GM. (]

UAW Leaders Accept
.Wage Cut at River Rouge

The Ford Motor Company has successfully

the possibility of future talks on a Ford

Confe

" More th:
February 28.
Dodge-Main
from Ford’s |
steelworkers
sponsors of
Michigan, In
‘a national fi
calling for a |

" fortunately, |
ing the conf
supporters &

- Autoworke

. today as we

threatened |
brought out
the recent
ment. Chrysl|
just given’ th
fer Sorporatio
of concessior
year. The sur
volved are en
biltion dolia
money goes {
who own

’blackmall’ad leaders of United Auto Workers proposal to reduce the number of $teelworkers
(UAW) Local 600, which represents workers at  eligible for incentive pay. As we go to press,
" the company's glant Rouge Complex just workers at Rouge are voting on the agreement.

comes to ab
worker. Also

outside Detroit, into accepting a wage cut for , personal holi

f rkers at the plant. Early in March Ford In the wake of Chrysler's successful cam- None of t

ndad that 8,760 stee! division workers at  paign to cut the wages of its workers, Ford and jobs. Chrysler

b Wel percent cut in incentive pay  General Motors are preparing their own offens- that it used to
g 8 provide workers with a- Ive against the UAW. Both companies have shrinking. Tl
= ing specified productivity already announced ¥ey will either demand loans and con

“comipany threatened to lay off 560 renegotiation of their contracts with the UAW,
ge steel mill on April 1, and  or will ask for major reductions in wages and
1 he union refused to accept = benefits when the current contract expires in
. On March 9; Mike Rinaldi, president 1982, The aftack on Rouge “steelworkers is
600, announced that the union and the merely the opening shot in Ford’s campalgn to
iad agreed to a reduction of “slight- roll back UAW wage scales across the
n 50 percent.” Rinaldi also left open board.(]

used to autor

workers Is company abuse of the genlority sys-
tem. The company hires younger people and
kicks out older workers, who have no perision pro-
tection. Verna Scott, an anti-discrimination offi-
cer in the union, declared, “This strike Isn’t only
for money, it's a matter of pride, of being able to
live decently.” -

* .ordered to by the Environmental Protection -
Agency. But.its “solution” to the problem has
only increased the dangers faced by the Burling-
ton workers. ; -

to be,used to neutralize “runawa .
88 loPoiioed to neutalze rursway Defeat at Sanderson Farms
The two-year strike at the Santlerson Farms
poultry processing plant in Laurel, Mississippi,
ended in defeat on February 23 when 33 strikers—
all that were left of the original 200—signed up to
get theig"obs back without a union contract. In
1979 the Sanderson workers, most of them Biack
women, joined the International Chemical Work-
ers Union (ICWU) and went on stfiketo win union
mpany is “philosophically recognition. Their struggle against Sanderson’s
t two points., e racist, anti-union policies won national:attention. -
at Stewart-Warner inover . . =25t May over 3,000 demonsasators from a
ng 0 striker Steve Gohn, “The the South' marched in Laurel to suppor
n’t had a striks for so 'on’g is Sanderson was able to keep thepls
rotten union.” In 1979 a rank at near-capacity by hiring scab lab
: } trying to stop the scabs, the IGWU
e egsf}ip relied on a favorable rulin
. SHhoot National Labor Relations Boari
then represented Stewart-Warner workers, and
_set ipan indépen ocal. Last summer the
United Electrical Workers

produce moare ¢
workers.

Steﬁart-War/ner workers strike

*'"Over 2,500 workers at Stewart-Warner, " pro-
ducer of autoparts and the largest employer on
Chicago’s north side, have been on strike since
ers were actually locked out

higher wages, dental and
-of-living allowances, and

g p
i nitric oxide. At a union meetifig on February 23,
he 350 workers at the plant decided to ignore a
S pledge in their contract and walk out to
e demands for the removal of the’
i ‘we go to press; they are still out.

ffomthe -

. r (NLRB) fo'win

the strike. On January 22 the NLRB or ‘

_-derson to rehire the strikers and réturr
gaining table. But this was a:hollow.vit

: ‘ - Sanderson is appealing the decis

Warner workers are Black ing to resume contract tatks: Meanwhile, by the

§ tant racist and sexist dis. time the NLRB finally announced i ision
. “ Out of 11 labor grades at - most of the strikers had abandoned hopes for a
f the women are in the victory and found other jobs. This | ;

main-

gréc_ig, Number 11, is 99
T Major complaint of the

ing workers o cholice but to retufh to'
without»a contract. SENAC IR RS
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Conference for Jobs Held in Michigan

More than 200 union members attended a “Conferance for Jobs” in Dearborn Michigan, on

Stop Plant Closings and Wage Cuts!

February 28. Most participants were from the Detroit area—autoworkers from the shut-down
Dodge-Main plant, from Chrysler's Warren Stamping, Lynch Road and Jefferson Avenue plants,
from Ford’s Rouge Complex where the Michigan Casting Center Is slated for shutdown in 1982;
steelworkers from District 29, USWA; and workers from several other Detroit-area unions. The
sponsors of the conference have called for a “rally of 10,000 for jobs,” to be held in Lansing,
Michigan, in the spring. Several conference workshops discussed the need to broaden this into
a national fightback against layoffs and unemployment. Two workshops adopted resolutions
calling for a Labor Day march on Washington to demand “No Plant Closings; Jobs for All!” Un-
fortunately, the conference leadership refused to allow these proposals to be voted on, claim-
~ ing the conference “was not a decision-making body.” Several UAW members who are RSL
supporters attended the conference. Below, we reprint a paper they distributed there.

- Autoworkers are threatened
today as we have never been
threatened before. This is
brought out most clearly by
the recent Chrysler settle-
ment. Chrysler workers have
just given' the “new”‘ Chrys-
ler Corporation the third round
of concessions in little over a
year. ' Thé sums .of money in-
volved are enormous. Over a
billion dollars of workers’
money goes to the capitalists
who own Chrysler. This
comes to about $15,000 per
worker. Also lost are 19 paid
.personal holldays

None of this has saved
jobs. Chrysler is half the size
that it used to be and it is still
shrinking, The government

, UAW présidenl Doug Fraser.

produce more cars with fewer

. 'workers.
On top of thns Reagan’s
budget cuts are aimed-square-
ly at workers. TRA, unemploy-

ment insurance, food stamips, :

job training programs and
welfare programs are .all tar-
gets for cuts. First, jobs are

wiped out and then benefits to -

help workers tide .over are. to
be. slashed. - _

Furthermore, GM and Ford
have announced that they too
want contract = concessions
similar to Chrysler. Following
suit, Detroit Mayor Coleman
Young has stated that he
wants the same for the ity
workers.

The cost in human terms is
almost hard to imagine. Even
it Chrysler is “saved,” fifty,
sixty, or seventy thousand or
more jobs are gone for good.
GM and Ford will also be
closing plants, automating
and shrinking their workforce.
Homes will be lost.. Indivi-

duals and families will be
reduced to below poverty lev-
els. People will have to double
and triple up to live. Young
people and others will often
turn to hustiing and crime.
Black, Arab and women work-
ers will be among the hardest
hit as they have the Ieast
seniority. Very few of these
workers will be able to get job
retraining or other jobs. Al-
most none will get jobs that
pay as well.

Is there really
no alternative?

For decades the United
Auto Workers (UAW) was a

raise the pay. and
benefit. scale of. all
workers by the con-
“tracts itwon. Now the

_ with-the most severe

- porations’ see . the
“ Chrysler contract as a
major - breakthrough
that ~they want to
pursue.

Chrysler concessions
the UAW has helped

that workers must
‘sacrifice to make cor-
*porations competi-
tive and profitable.
OtherW|se it will be the work-
ers’ own fault when there are
no jobs at all.

Autoworkers have been told :
over and over that there is no -
alternative. UAW head Ddug'-‘
las Fraser, the media, Chrys-:
ler, the government, -and - !
learned economists all saythe™
same thing. The worker must .

- sacrifice to make the corpora-
- tion profitable. No sacrifice, "

no profits. No profits, no
jobs. Each and every day we
are bombarded with this prop-
aganda. Meanwhile the unem-
ployment lines get longer and
longer.

Nationalizej
Chrysler ..

Chrysler does not have to -

remain a private profit-making

corporation. It can be nation- -

alized. If workers are to save
their jobs, they must stop
trying to make Chrysler and

pacesetter union. It helped to

. UAW has been rocked:

vebacks. Qther cor- .

By accepting - the

estabhsh the principle

other corporations profitable.

Government takeover will
allow all the jobs to be main-
tained. If there are too many
‘plants producing . cars then
production can be shifted to
mass transit vehicles, mate-

rials for\ hospitals and
- schools, or'apy of dozens of
other items ing people

need in their daily lives. We
can have jobs if we produce
what is needed, not what
makes a given company pro-
fitable. )

When we urge nationaliza-
tion we have to remember that
the government -i8 “controlled

to force government
and financing to preserve
jobs. Secondly, -workers will
have; to ﬁght ’for control of

conditions, :etc.

Expand retralmng
programs

yployment Ihsurance ‘should

last as long as e layoff—

not be cut as the capitalists
are doing. Programs like TRA
and CETA were never ade-
quate -enough. Now they. are
being slashed: . Loans and
grants to go to school are also
being cut back This comes at
a time of increasing job losses

capitalists want

‘workers should .

the profits of oll companies,
banks and other corporations
to finance this program. Oii
profits are enormous. Defense
spending is $200 billion and
going up. There is money that
can be shifted to jobs if we
have the strength to force it.

Our program'

Our alternative to layoffs
and concessions can be sum-
marized in six main points:

1)No plant closings. No
layoffs.

2) Nafionalize bankrupt cor-
porations to preserve jobs. No
compensation to the capitalist
owners.

3)Full unemployment in-
surance and retraining pro-
grams for workers who need it.

4)Use the plants to build
things we need—mass transit,
materials for schools, -hous-
ing and hospitals, a clean and
safe environment.

5) Fight for workers’ control
of production in nationalized.
corporations. '

6) Tax the banks and corpo-
rations to pay for thls pro-
gram.

3
Militant struggle
is necessary

N 2
We will win no easy victgr-
ies. Today the majority of
autoworkers are demoralized
and confused. Militant strug-

’gles,,_strikes, and a massive

. -
.

fight against the corporations
seem like something out of
the past. It is this lack of a
fight that makes workers feel
there is no alternative to the
concessions.  Nothing is so

demordlizing as surrender
without a fight. And our jobs
and’'income have been surren-

. dered with no fight at all.

We need to examine this
ever further. In England and
other countries, much of in-
dustry is nationalized. Work-
ers have folfghit bitter battles
for years to stop layoffs and
wage cuts. While the workers
have been pushed back, it was
never as fast and as far-as it
has been with Chrysler.

High unemployment makes
it more difficult to battle the
companies. Government pres-
sure also makes It more diffi-
cult. And we will stili have to
fight the government as our
employer. This too may dis-
courage people. But none of
this makes fighting back im-
possible. None of it means we
have to accept that there 55
“no alternative.”

- The million members of the
UAW have enormous potential
power. Their power must be
organized, - mobilized, and
used. This is our task. Our
task is not to figure out how to
make Chrysler and other com-
panies more profitable. -To
this end we need an emer-
gency conference of the entire
UAW. We want rank and file
members to come, to partici-
pate and to decide. This is one
way to begin mobilizing the

(Continued on page 16)




El Salvador. . .

{Continued from page 1)
this in modern dress. ==
The U.S. imperialist
presently supporting a-junta
nominally headed by-a-Chris-
tian "Democratic . politician,
Jose Napoleon Duarte, but
dominated by officers in the

Salvadorean army;:the:sepa- -

rate Salvadorean Natjonal
Guard and other government
security forces.” The junta is

backed by sections of-the Sal-

vadorean capitalist class and
some ~ Christian * Democratic:
politicians. :

Opposing the junta from the: H

left'is'a broad coalition of op-
position forces supported by a
considerable portion "of the
Salvadorean ‘workers and
-peasants. This coalition; the -
Frente Democratico Revolu-
cionario (FDR=Revolutionary
Democratic Front). . and its
armed wing, the Frente Fara-
‘bundo Marti de Liberacion Na-
cional - (FMLN—Farabundo
Marti National Liberation
Front), includes El Salvador’s
Social Democratic Party, sev-
eral mass organizations of
workers and peasants, such
as the Bloque Popular Revo-
lucionario. (BPR—Popular
Revolutionary® Bloc) and the
Frente de Accion Popular Uni-
ficada (FAPU—United Front
for  Popular- Actjon), - large

sections’ of " the  Catholic
Church, some Christian Dem-
ocrats and the Salvadorean
Communist Party.

In addition to its left-wing
opposition, the junta is also
threatened by right-wing for-
ces based in the army and
National Guard and by private
right-wingassassination
squads, such as Orden. These
forces are backed by the tiny
group of landdd capitalists—

¥

FMLN contingent assembles before Jnga}y final offensive.”

3,

the so-called 14 Families—
who used to own 60 percent of
all the land in El Salvador. This
right-wing opposition believes
the junta has made too many
concessions to the workers
and peasants (including a land
reform that stripped the 14
Families of a good chunk of

.the land) ‘and proposes to .

fight, the left by ‘a policy of
straight-out repression. Of the
more than 10,000 people killed

i

in the war in El Salvador in
1980 and more than 3,000 just
this year, most have been the
victims of the right-wing vigil-

“antes.

Today, the civil war in El
Salvador is at a virtual stale-
mate. After a 90 percent ef-
fective general strike in June,
the left called another strike in
August, but it was much less
widely supported. In the fall,
the right was on the offensive.
Despite the murder of six top
FDR leaders and .army sweeps
of the countryside, however,
the left was not crushed. The

- left then launched a solely

military “final offensive” this
past January, but it failed to
accomplish its goal. )

It was after that failurédthat
the Reagan Administration be-
gan its verbal barrage and an-
nounced its decision to step
up its military and economic
aid to the junta. The only
scrap of factual'material in the
heap of accusations the Rea-
ganites heaved around was
no real surprise: Some of the
rather meager supplies of
arms used by the left-wing
guerrillas were sold or given
to them by various countries
allied with Russia, such as
Czechoslovakia and Cuba, and
these arms were obtained’
through the efforts of the Sal-
vadorean Communist Party,
one of the smaller members of

the FDR. Even the State De-

partment’s “White Paper” on
the subject, though, goes no

further than.to allege that 200
tons of arms were obtained
this way. According to Penta-
gon estimates, this is only
enough to supply a 200-person
battalion for two weeks of
combat.

But using these arms as a

‘pretext, Reagan and Secretary

of State Alexander Haig have
seized on El Salvador as the
place to draw the line, that is,
to dramatize their “hard line"
against the Russian state cap-
italists, to line up the West
European capitalists behind
this foreign policy and to
notify people fighting for na-
tional liberation that the U.S.
imperialists will not give up
their power without a serious
fight.

Reagan, Haig renew
Cold War policy

Reagan and Haig chose El
Salvador as the place to make
this stand for two main rea-
sons. First, El Salvador is in
Central America, an area long
claimed as an  ‘““American
sphere of influence,” that is,
an area the U.S. has a “right”
to dominate. Second, given
this location and the small
size of the country (8,200
square miles), Reagan and
Haig feel that they have a
good chgnde of beating the
left-wing opposition and sup-

posedly “beating the Rus-.

L} Al

Polish

+ By SUSAN EDMUNDS

March 12—Over the objec-

- 'tions_of ,the national leader-
ship of Solidarnosc (Solidarity
—the Polish workers’ neWw in-
dependent trade-union federa-
tion), some 300,000 workers

in the textile-producing city of -

Lodz stopped work two days
ago in an action that marked
the first significant break in
the country’s month-long “la--
bor truce.” The strike halted
all._production and stopped
streetcars .and buses for one
hour in Poland’s second-
largest city. It was called by
the local Solidarnosc chapter
to protest the firing of five
workers for union activity at a

police hospital in:Lodz. By the -

end of the day,:Poland’s state-
capitalist government had
backed down, agreeing to re-
instate the workers. Threats of
further strikes tater forced an
additional promise that Soli-
darnosc organizers  would be
able to carry out union activity
free from harassment.

It was almost exactly one
month ago that Poland's
newly-installed prime minister
and long-time defense chief,
General Wojclech Jaruzelski,
called for a 90-day moratorium
on strikes. While Solidar-
nosc’s national leadership re-

Wor

fused to formally endorse
such a moratorium, it made
it clear that' it- would do
everything it could to pre-
vent strikes -dyring those 90
'days. / -

In fact, a period of “labor
peace” was seen as vital by
both forces.  For .its part,
Poland’s ruling party (mis-
leadingly named the Polish

Unifed Workers - Party— -

PUWP) had all-but lost control
over the country, including
large sections of -its own
-membership. . PUWP Jeader:
Stanislaw Kania and Jaruzel-
ski knew that if they were to
regain control they would
have to end the strikes by
Poland’s workers, farmers and
students. The “or else” in this
situation was thé ever-present
threat of a Russian invasion to
stabilize state-capitalist rule
.over the country.

For Lech Walesa and the
rest of Solidarnosc’s national
leadership, the moratorium
was seen as a necessary

_period _in which to firm up

their shaky hold over the local

and regional chapters of the .

union, many of which are far
more militant than the nation-

al leadership. Moreover, as:

one spokesperson for national
Solidarnosc -said, they too
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wanted to see the government

‘strengthened because a weak

government could not be con-
sidered “a reliable partner in
the implemantation of agree-
ments.”

‘Calm ends

Now, however, hopes for a
period of calm and consolida-

“tion have apparently been
‘brought to an abrupt end.

While information is sketchy,
it is clear that following a

March . 4 emergency meeting

in Moscow attended by top-
level Polish and Russian lead:
ers, including Kania, Jaruzel-
ski, and Leonid Brezhnev, the
Polish. government started a

-campaign aimed at intimidat-

ing and .weakening the union
and the movementas a whole.
As in Lodz, Solidarnosc or-
ganizers have apparently been
harassed, particularly outside
of the key cities of Gdansk,
where the workers’ rebellion
and.’union movement began
last summer, and Warsaw, the

national capital and seat of -

the Solidarnosc national co-
ordinating committee. In other
related developments:

eJacek Kuron and Adam -

Michnik, two well-known dis-

sidents from the Workers Self-
Defense Committee (KOR),
which has played an official
advisory role to the union,
were issued summonses by
the police on March 5 and 6;
respectively. Kuron was ac-
tually arrested and then told
that he was under investiga-
tion for “slandering the state”
before being released. The
police were unable to take
Michnik, who refused the
summons; Solidarnosc's Wro-
claw branch, a militantqtrong-.
hold, immediately assigned a
30-person workers’ defense
guard to protect him and pre-
vent the police from arresting

“him.

*The government has
cracked down on a small,
right-wing ultra-nationalist
group, in a move widely inter-
preted as an attempt to ap-
pease the Russians’ demands
for a suppression of “anti-
socialist” elements. Although
the union has no ties with this
organization, it has opposed
the government’s actions as a
denial of free speech and
democratic rights in the
country, :

*More’ ominously, a report-
ed ‘600 people attended an
anti-Semitic rally in Warsaw
on March 8. Speakers at the
rally, including several- well-

ers Fight Gov't Crackdown

known fiim makers and jour-
nalists, accused Solidarnosc
of fronting for a “Zionist con-
spiracy” to take over the coun-
try; in particular,” they at-
tacked KOR, some of whose
members-are Jewish, as the
agents of this conspiracy.
(There are. approximately
5,000 Jews in Poland out of a
population of 35 million.)
Press reports indicate that it
is widely believed that some
number of Communist Party
officials were behind the rally;
probably not coincidentally,
the leader of an anti-Semitic
campaign and pogroms-during
the 1960s, Mieczyslaw Mo-
czar, was elevated. to the
PUWP Politburo in December.

* Most recently, the Soviet
Union officially announced on
the day of the Lodz strike that
it, along with East Germany,
Czechoslovakia and. Poland,
would begin military exercises
on Polish soil. With some
100,000 Russian troops still
poised. on the Russo/Polish
border, these ‘maneuvers are

*intended either as the brand-

ishing of a big stick at the
Polish people, or as actual
preparations for an invasion.
It is difficult from such a
distance to ‘gauge with any
precision’ what ‘is actually
(Continued on page 15)
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' way.if the right wing got rid of
. Duarte and the Christian-Dem--

sians” in Central America.
Reagan’'s actions concern-
ing El Salvador represent the
definitive junking of the hu-
man rights strategy of the pre-
vious Carter administration.
This policy, a liberal approach
to ‘shoring up U.S. imperial-
ism, involved pressuring pro-
U.8. regimes to make minor

reforms to undercut domestic.

opposition, negotiating pro-
U.S. deals with certain na-
tional liberation leaders, such
as Robert ‘Mugabe in Zimba-
bwe, and plenty of humani-
. tarian rhetoric. .

In contrast ta this policy,
Reagan and “Haig want to
return to a Cold War ap-
proach of openly supporting
any regime that supports the
U.S. regardless of how dicta-
torial and brutal it may be.

Behind  this shift in ap-
proach is the.view that the
suppasedly’ glorious days of
U.S. imperialism—the imme-

diate post-World War i period |

and the 1950s—can be resur-
rected to a considerable de-
gree merely” by “talking
tough.” “The amazing thing is

it's been done mainly with .

words,” bragged someone the
New York Times described as
“an ln-house booster happy
with’Mr. Reagan’s anti-Soviet
line.” “We sure haven’t gained
a single ship or division- ln the’

past monith.” "

Extreme rightclalms
U.S.support

. Yst, the l'-ieaganites tough

ocrats. Thus, on -March 3,

- . former intelligence officer Ma-
. jor - Roberto D’Aubuisson a

leader of the far nght held a
press conference in San Sal-

vador. He claimed - he: ‘had

.contacts. with Fg"agan and
knew' that .the administration
was; ready to’ favor a’ coup.
D’Aubuisson . called. the
world’s Christian - Democratic
parties the “‘rightist sector of

. the ‘Communist party” ‘and

said . that ~ the Salvadorean

Christian - Democrats ‘were .
) While the logic of the Reagan

selling out the -country. He
called for. an. end - to. the

reforms, particularly the land -
_.were’ ‘to occur, they were

reform that has deprived the

. 14 Families-of complete con-

trol of the land and ‘the bank-
ing reforms- that have given
the government more eco-
nomic control. (D’Aubuisson
has been officially “wanted”
by police a number of times
for his leadership of several
death squads and his -part in
several conspiracies to over-
throw the government. - Be-
cause of the far right's con-
trol over many of the police

_of overthrowing the jun-

~their ‘Cold War policy in’
“Salvador wasn’t what Reagan/.

and security forces, however,
he moves freely between El
Salvador and support bases in
Honduras and Miami.)

While the right wing in E!
Salvador took the Reagan
administration’s “hard line”
rhetoric as a green light for a
coup, it thoroughly alarmed
U.S. allies in Western Europe,
partlcularly those -presently
led by Social Democratic gov-
ernments, such as West Ger-

- many and Denmark. The rul-

ing circles of these countries,
as well as the rulers in Mexico
and several other Latin Ameri-
can countries, have been in-
creasingly concerned over the
evolution of U.S. policy in El
Saivador over the last six
months. They have now come
to-believe that the best way to
end the war in El Salva-
dor, . achieve capitalist
stability in Central Amer-
ica and maintain detente
with the Russians is to
arrange a political settle-
ment between the mare
liberal forces in the rul-
‘ing junta and the moder-
ate forces in the opposi-
tion front. As a result,
when Reagan and Haig
unveiled their policy in
El Salvador, and particu-
larly when D’Aubulsson
announced his intention

ta, the governments of
Mexrco and Germany be-
-gan protesting: loudly.

H\dlcated con-
cern over U.S. policy,
whrle the most Iimportant
newspapers in England and
“condemned the U.S.
opening to the right

ng’:" them “were llberal
the U.S., such as
ator John .Glern and

lears that the Reagan/'

d “another Vi-
.S. interven-

popularly -backed ° .guerrillas.

_Eve he U.S- Council of Bish-
~ops of the Catholic Church
. called for re;ectlon of the ad-
ditional military aid

'Rea‘gen opposes
coup—fornow.
- D’Aubuisson’s pres:
ference -and -the- outc|
Haig - ‘'wanted or expected..

administration’s line. is to
support a far-right coup if-one

probably not ready for one so
soon and‘in.any event did not

“want-to openly proclaim their

n to support such an
oreover, Reagan and
Haig were hoping that through
-careful. maneuvering ‘they
could line up the U.S! allies to
follow them in their turn to-a

more aggressive stance. D'Au-_

buissoh’s statements-and the
reactions .of the U.S: allies

convinced ‘Reagan and Haig

i assador to El Sal-’
ohn White, who voiced

oach>would lead to.

tion n a losing war against .

that they h~d gone too far, too
fast. .
As a result, after D’Aubuis-
son’s press conference, the
administration, somewhat
hesitantly at first, disavowed
D’Aubuisson and reaffirmed
their support for the junta. On
the morning of March 4, White
House press secretary James
Brady and State Department
spokesperson Willlam Dyess
made somewhat weak denials
of D’Aubuisson’s contentions.
Then later in the day, Haig and
U.S. charge d’affairs’ in Ei
Salvador Fredric Chapin both
issued stronger statements
against a far-right takeover. In
the meantime, perhaps to
express displeasure at the
double-cross, D’Aubuisson’s
people shot up the U.S.

lies,. such as pohertg D’Aubulsson.

embassy.

Finally at a press confer-
ence on Friday, March 6,
Reagan issued the strongest
administration statement
against the right yet, calling a
coup “a grave danger.”

© At the same time, Duarte
canceiled a trip to Europe,
where he was going to link up
with the German Christian
Democrats, who, would ar-
range. raeetings with the Ger- -
man Social Democrats and
their Salvadorean -counter-

‘parts. Both German parties

have been urging a negotiated

-political settlement in El Sal-

vador. Duarte also appointed a

: ,three-person commission to

ge for -elections in 1982.

’ (These elections will suppos-
edly ‘Create an assembly to

write a new constitution that
will presumably call for some

that may have some
hich will be elected

'later after the constltutio'n lS

approved )

Yet the fact that the Reagan
administration vetoed a right-
wing takeover this month and
reaffir ed its commitment to
“democracy" in E! Salvador
says nothing abaut the future.
rall line and ‘direction
-S. foreign policy in El
Salvador and - elsewhere ‘is

" clear. 1t'is a return to the Cold

War ‘rhetoric-and policies. of
the 1950s and’ ‘early "60s in an

lncreasmgly desperate at-

tempt to prevent the collapse
of the once powerful world-
wide empire of the U.S. rullng
class .0

Military coup fails in Spain |

At 6:20 p.m. on'February 23, 200 Spanish Civii Guard troops
led by Antonio Tejero Molina occupied the House of Parilament

" In Madrid as part of an attempted fascist coup. An hour jater

General Jaime Milans del Bosch, commander of the army garri-
son in Valencia, d*lared military rule in the region. At the
same time troops from the Brunete division seized control of
the national radio and television complex near Madrid. Army
Deputy Chief of Staff Alfonso Armada Comyn informed King
Juan Carlos I, Spain’s constitutional monarch, that the coup
had the backing of most regional army commanders and urged
the king to support it. The king refused. Over the course of the
night he télephoned the regional army commanders and won
their support for his stand. Consequently, the instigators of
the coup were forced to surrender after 18 hours.

_ Massive demonstrations celebrating the coup’s failure were
called by Spain's four major political parties on February 27. In
Madrid alone, 1.4 million people marched through the streets
applauding the king and chanting “Dictatorship, No! Dem-
ocracy, Yes!” and “Liberty, Liberty, Liberty!"” But the near-
success of the takeover reveals the fragllity of Spanish dem-
ocracy and raises disturbing questions about its future survival.

General Francisco Franco overthrew Spain’s republican gov-
ernment in 1939 after a bloody civil war and established a
military dictatorship that lasted until his death in 1975. King
Juan Carlos, who was Franco’s hanijﬁcked successor, has
presided over the introduction of democratic reforms, including
free elections, legalization of trade unions and working class
political parties, and grants of regional autonomy to the
Euzkadi (Basque) provinces and Catalonia. Despite this, most
of the fasclst state machinery remains intact. Above all, control
of the army rests in the hands of officers who rose to power
under Franco and oppose the dismantling of the Francoist
state. .

. \

Moreover, events surrounding the recent coup attempt reveal
that many of Spain’s present political leaders, some of whom
are old Franco supporters, are sympathetic to the military. First
of all, although It was well-known that the military was
planning a coup, none of the “democratic” politicians did
anything to prevent it. A right-wing newspaper, El Alcazar,
printed a series of manifestos last winter declaring that “the
attempt at democracy had failed.” After Prime Minister Antonio
Suarez reacted to these threats by resigning his past on Jan-
uary 29, notices appeared in the press giving the very day and
hour of the coup attempt. Despite these warnings Tejero and a
handful of troops were allowed to take over parllamem without
opposition.

Second, civilian palitical leaders are cooperatlng with the
king to prevent a fuli-scale investigation of the army in the
aftermath of the coup. To be sure, some 50, officers who openly
supported the takeover have been Jailed: an will face a court-
_martial. But the king warned parliament against any effort to
carry the purge ang#further. Manuel Fraga Iribarne, leader of the
conservative Popular Alliance and a former minister under -
Franco declared, “We must not have a wltch-hunt. g

Even the two major workers parties the Communlst Party
(CP) and the Socialist Party (SP), refused to.mc
supporters against the coup in-the crltlsal hou
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By PAUL BENJAMIN

.. Last -‘May, the Massachusetts Insti-
tute .of Technology published a study
called “Coal: Bridge.to the Future.”
- Sponsored by 16 nations, the study de-
_clared that coal was the answer'to U.S.,
West European and Japanese depen-

dence on imported oil. In particular, ‘it

touted the U.S., which has the largest
reserves of coal in the world, as the
future “Saudi Arabia of coal.”

Not surprisingly, therefore, the ener-

gy industry, President Ronald Reagan’s

administration,‘an/ e capif:
as a whole are counting on ‘increased
coal production to i

Iso project -

steam coal

tion - wants
: in five

L UMW president Sam .Church

s -

What’s at S

ake

Thi

4
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repetition of the 1977-78 conflict. But it

= will ‘be difficuit for them to arrive at an
agreement that both meets the de-
mands of the coal companies and satis-
fies the needs of the miners.

Several conditions affecting the coal
industry are. leading the mine owners to
renew their offensive against the UMW.
First of all, the steel industry, \Xagy:h is
a major coal consumer, is in the

for metallurgical coal used in steel-

" Underground miners .

Iso ‘declining, and 25,
are out of k. 1 i

&

idst .
-, of a recession. Consequently, deman

ey

rules and federal safety laws enacted

over the past decade. However, an

expert on the coal industry, Forrest Hill,

told Business Week ' (November 17,

1980) that the real limits on productivity

come from* management inefficiency
»and the lack of any major techiidlogical
innovations in the industry over the past
32 years.: .

" To overcome their difficulties the coal
owners are determined to increase coal
production at the expense of working
and retired miners. One goal is to elimi-

. nate union work rules that restrict

company power to dictate working
conditions. They also want to lower
costs by slashing pension funds and
other bénefits miners have won in past
years. Above all they want to be able to
eliminate miners’ walkouts that reduce
output and scare potential overseas
customers.

B P

The BCOA offensive is being led by
. the oil and steel companies that now
ominate the coal industry. Major steel
companies, including U.S. Steel, Beth-
lehem, Republic and Mland Steel,
cquired: coal ‘'mines decades ago to
assure themselves a steady supply of
coal. Oil firms, such as Conoco, Stand-
ard Oil, Exxon and Mobil, began buying
into the industry in the early 1960s. By
1966 steel, ofl ‘and utility companies
produced 25 percent of U.S. coal. Today
they produce 50 percent, and expect to
reach 60 percent by 1985. These giants
also own some 41 percent of known

- U.S. coal reserves, compared to only 12

-percent owned by~ independent ‘coal
- operators.
In recent ‘years, the oil and st
‘companies have been using non-union
trip. mines in the Western states as a
Iub.against the UMW. These mines
equire a large initial capital investment
or machinery and équipment, which
only the biggest companies can afford.
owever, they can be operatéd by rela-
ve!y;few workers. The coal companies
ave peen able{ to keep the UMW from
rganizing these mines because they
-can - easily afford to pay the small
orkforce wages above yni !
This has given them the power to
threatén to use scab_coal from the West
trikes and to force con-

As a result, since 1970,U'MW<miried

coal has dropped from 70 bercent tn o
’ 5 ) percent ‘to
i percent of total output. Over the sar:: ¢

B,

Oil, steel companies .
~dominate industry

_eral government

“bperiod, the portion of every dollar in
coal revenue that has gone to miners’
wages. and benefits dropped from 49
cents in 1969 to 36 cents in 1977.

1978 strike
splits BCOA

The 1977-78 strike was an effort by
UMW miners to check the erosion of
their working conditions, their living
standards and the strength of their
~union. This enormous struggle was di-
rectly responsible for major changes
within both the BCOA and the UMW.

The main issue in the strike was the
BCOA's attempt to suppress the right of
miners to strikgover grievances, partic-
ularly companyviolations of safety
regulations. Between 1974 and 1977
miners organized over 5,000 wildcat
strikes over grievances. During the
contract negotiations in 1977 the com-

panies demanded a no-strike pledge, -

the right to fire miners who organized or
participated in wildcats, and the ban-
ning of roving pickets, which the miners
had used with great effect to spread

their strikes. The UMW coun
demand to include the rigt
over grievances in the next
The strike itself strained tt
the breaking point. The coal ¢
united stand against the mi
down as smaller_gperators,
least able to survive a long st
rank and sought separate 2
with the union. Faced with
the larger operators were
retreat somewhat and accept
mise settlement. While the mi
to win the right to strike, the «
were forced to give up their d
ano-strike pledge. At the san
order to cut down the number
strikes, the settlement inclus
sions for immediate settiemer
ances, provided such. agreer
ot set contract precedents:.
' Foliowing the strike, the oil
dompanies moved to take tot
over future contract. fiegotiz
May 1979 the Consolidation C
pany (Consol), a division of C¢
- the largest employer in the
quit the BCOA because of the
pline” of its members:.in O
that year,.U.S. Steel also thre
leave the association unles:

NO MO

. ByRANDY CONRAD

March 28, 1981, marks the second an-
niversary of the nuclear accident at the
Three Mile Island (TMI). nuclear power
plant in Pennsylvania. The threat that
nuclear radiation poses to human survi-
val was.clear and immediate on that day,
as millions of people waited to see
whether the radioactive. core of Three
Mile Island Unit #2 would melt down, a
catastrophe that would have taken thou-
sands of {ives and made uninhabitable
millions of acresof [a Pennsylva-
nia, New Jersey and’ New York.
TMI Unit #2 did npt melt down, but the
release of hundreds ‘of thousands of
curies, of radioactive gas m i
worst reactor acc

Despite the n
the evidence. of the

n at TM! and
ngers of nuclear

" power; the Reagan administration, the
Nuclear Regulatory Co

clea l ission (NRC),
and the nucléa\r}indsjs’gry propose to ag-

gressively expand the use of nuclear
power in the U:S. For ple, the fed-

see. Reagan is
ph- Hendrie as
was fired after
se.of the lax-

. One of the key a
advocates of nucle
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their strikes. The UMW countered with a
demand to include the right to strike
over grievances in the next contract.
The strike itself strained the BCOA to
the breaking point. The coal companies’
united stand against the miners broke
down as smaller operators, who were
{east able to survive a long strike, broke
rank and sought separate agreements

with the union. Faced with this threat °

the larger operators were forced to
retreat somewhat and accept a compro-
mise settlement. While the miners failed
towin the right to strike, the companies
were forced to give up their demand for
a2 no-strike pledge. At the same time, in
order to cut down the number of wildcat
strikes, the settlement included provi-
sions for immediate settlement of griev-
ances, provided such. agreements did
not set contract precedents. .
Following the strike, the 0il and stee!
companies .moved to take total control
aver future contract negotiations. In
May 1979 the Consolidation Coal Com-
pany (Consol), a division of Conoco and

. the largest employer in the industry,

quit the BCOA because of the “indisci- _
pline” of its members. In October ‘of
that year, .U.S. Steel also threatened to
leave the association unless it was

;;? the extent of the dangér to human
e. A

One of the key arguments that all the
advocates of nuclear power use to
answer those who warn of its dangers is
that “No one died at Three Mile Island.”
In effect, they say, the emergency
systems worked, ‘there was no melt-
down and no pne died. They admit that
there. were massive releases ‘of radia-
tion, but deny that there is &ny proof

that this radiation harmed human or -

animal life near TMI.

Unfortunately - for the. people and .

animals that live near Three Mile Island,
Ahis is simply not true. An article in the
February 28 Nation magazine by Ernest.
Sternglass, a professor of radiological

Physics at the University of Pittsburgh

School of Medicine, documents a sig-
nificant increase in. infant mortality
Tates for the Three Mile Island area and
feighboring areas where the radioactive
sFJas released by TMI Unit #2 was carried.
n"°m March 1979, the month of the
;Jc}ear accident, to May 1979, the rate
‘13 |n1a_nt deaths "in Pennsylvania per-
1.,000 live births increased from 10.4 to

0. Similar increases were found in
Parts of upstate New York where wind
Carried the radioactive gas. During the
Same period, the U.S. rate as a whole

R
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Miners defied Taft-Hartley injunction orderiﬁg them back to work during 1977-78

s

7

strike, and got support from workers around the country.

restructured in favor of the major
producers. Consol eventually rejoined
the BCOA in March 1980 under an
agreement that gave nine of the 11 seats
on the association’s executive council
to representatives of the oil and steel
companies. .

As a result of these maneuvers,
Consol has emerged as the acknow-
ledged leader of the BCOA’s offenhsive
against the UMW. Conoco Chajrman

Ralph Bailey heads the BCOA execu-

tive council, while B.R. Brown, the
president of Consol, heads the associa-
tion’s negotiating team.

Under Brown'’s leadership Consol has
compiled the worst record of anti-union
provocations in the industry. In particu-
lar, Brown has ofted rejected the
grievance procedures set up in the 1978
settiement in favor of long, drawn-out
negotiations through the Arbitration

Review Board (ARB) set up by the union '

and-the companies in 1974. As a result,
the major wildcat strikes between the
_1978 settlement and January 1981 have

" taken place at Consol mines.

Brown himself made a series of

declined seasonally from- 141" to' 12.6
per. 1,000 births. »

The threat of new releases of radio-
activity and of catastrophic accidents
like a meltdown exists every day that

nuclear power plants are altowed to -
“operate. The danger is real and con-

stant. The threat that radiation poses is
even clearer when the danger of nuclear
weapons and nuclear war is added to

that of civilian-nuclear accidents. The

additional- billions - that Reagan pro-

poses to spend on Trident submarines, -

on MX missiles and on neutron bombs
will only increase the threat of nuclear
holocaust. Nuclear warheads and ru-
clear plants are simply not safe and
all nuclear reactors for civilian and mili-
tary purposes must be shut down now.

- On March 28, 1981, the second anni-
versary of TMI, there will be a mass
demonstration in Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania, not far from Three Mile Island.
The demonstration, which is sponsored
by the Labor Committee for Safe. Energy
and Full Employment, is being organ-

ized around three main- slogans: No .

More Three Mile Islands!; Support the
United Mine Workers (the miners’ con-
tract'expires the day before the demon-
stration—see accompanying article)
and Jobs for All—A Shorter Workweek

speeches last winter demanding the
elimination of “contract restrictions on
optimum use of plant and equipment.”
Citing) the union’s declining share of
output~ge warned that without produc-
tivity comgcessions: “There will be no
future for UMW-mined coal.” (Wall
Street Journal, December 22, 1980.)
Such statements, combined with Con-
sol’s anti-union record, indicate that
Brown is probably taking a hard line in
the current negotiations. Meanwhile the
smaller producers, who are more likely
to want a settlement, now have little
role in the contract talks.

Miller loses
control S

The 1977-78 strike and its aftermath
dlso had a big impact on the UMW. At
that time; the union was led by Arnold
Miller. Miller had been swept into lead-
ership in 1972 by a rank and file revolt
.against the dictatorial, gangster regime

DS!

and Massive Public Works Programs.
The demonstration has the support of a-
large number of international  unions,
anti-nuclear groups and local Harris-
burg activists. Among the internagional
‘unions  that have endorsed the march
are the United Mine Workers, United
Auto Workers, International - Associa-
‘tion: of-Machinists, International Long-
shoremen’s ‘and Warehousemen’s Un-
ion. In addition, the demonstration is
endorsed by several other regional and
national unions, and anti-nuclear activ-
ist groups, like .the Mobilization for
Survival, o P

This demonstration can be an import-
ant step because it serves to unite a
wide range of forces around an impor-
tant ‘social issue. Moreover, the dem-
onstration marks the first major involve-
ment of the labor movement. in anti-
‘nuclear issues. The ‘slogans of the
march offer a basis for united’ struggle
by linking the struggle against. the
danger of nuclear power to the fight for
jobs -for all. This demonstration can
serve'as an example of the’kind of unity
the working 'class, oppressed people
and activists in different struggles like
antinuglear, anti-racist and anti-sexist
struggles need to build. - .

* - Al Out for Harrisburg!

S
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" of Tony Boyle. But once in power Miller

proved to be an ineffective leader; he
was unable to win concessions from the
BCOA, unify the union, or control the
militants who supported his election.
The 1977-78 strike stripped away what-
ever remaining credibility Miller may
have had. The union’s bargaining coun-
cil rejected the first contract settlement
he negotiated; a second agreement
negotiated by Miller and approved by
the bargaining council was then voted
down by the rank and file miners. When
the strike ended, the UMW was split
among militant rank and filers and
various factions of its executive board
fighting for control of the union.

In November 1979 Miller, who faced
almost certain ouster at the upcoming
UMW convention, suddenly resigned
his post and"ﬁccepted a position as
“president emeritus.” Sam Church, who
was then vice-president, took over the
leadership of the union. At the Decem-

ber 1979 convention, Church strength--

ened his hold over the UMW administra-
tion”by pushing through a motion
allowing him to appoint his replace-
ment as vice-president, rather than
holding an election for the post as
required by the UMW constitution. He
then named Wilbert Killion, a supporter

of the old Boyle regime, to fill the post.

Church also won approval for a heavy
dues increase to fund organizing efforts

. in the West, a measure Miller had been

unable to get passed at the previous
convention.

Church was able to win these
victories because most miners recog-
nized they needed a strongLEInified
union to defend themselves against the
coal companies. Church was able to
link this need with his own campaign to

“increase his.control over the UMW’s ad- _

ministrative machinery. As one dele-
gate put it: “We’ve got to-show these
operators that we’re behind this new
administration.” (Wall Street Journal,
December 12, 1979.)

Since taking office, however, Church

has sought an alliance with the BCOA,
rather than preparing miners to-defend
themselves against the company offen-
sive. He has pralsed the ‘“cooperative
spirit” between the' BCOA and the
union. He has stressed that “a strike-
free seftiement will ‘be in the best
interests not only of miners and opera-
tors, but the nation” as a whole.” (New
York Times, January 23, 1981.) He even
offered to extend the contract if no

- settlement had been reached by March

27, despite the long UMW “No contract,
no work” tradition.

Such actions have won applause from
coal industry executives. W.G. Kogel,
president of the Rochester and Pitts-
burg Coal Cqmpany, declared Church
had created “labor relations better than
Pve seen them in 25 years.” Other
industry leaders welcomed: Church's

efforts to unite'the union behind him as -
their best guarantee against a renewal -

of the explosive wildcat strikes«of the
1970s. .

Church faces

pressure for

decent contract

Despite his early success,” Church
has not yet fully consolidated his hold
over the UMW. According to the Wall
Street Journal (January 27, 1981), he is
“discreetly” trying to prevent militants
from winning control of UMW distficts
and thus gaining seats on-the bargain-
ing ‘council which' must app(ové .any
contract. settiement. However, = dissi-
dents have won district presidencies in

(Continued on next page)
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{Continued from previous page)
at least two UMW districts. In Decem-
ber Ed Bell, who campaigned on the
basis that “We went on strike for 111
days in 1878 and didn’t get anything,”
- was elected president of District 6,
which covers Ohie and neighboring
parts of West Virginia. Earlier in No-
vember John Banovic, who also op-
posed the last contract, was elected
president of District 12 (lllinois). Ten of
the remaining 17 UMW districts are
holding elections before May, during
and just after the contract negotiations.
Candidates in these elections are likely
to face heavy pressure from rank and
file miners to resist company demands
at the bargaining table.

Church himself is negotiating his
first national contract, and will have to
prove he can win real gains for miners in
order to ensure his control over the
UMW. Just a week after contract nego-
tiations began in January, a series of
wildcat strikes broke out involving over
5,000 West Virginia miners employed at
the Powellton mine, Youngstown mine
at Delue, Consol’s Blackville mine # 2,
and other mines in Logan County.
Although these strikes were quickly
settled, such .actions show that a

considerable degree of militancy exists’

among the rank and file.

Consequently Church cannot- afford
to surrender to the companies too
easily or too openly. He has already
abandoned any talk of extending the
contract. He also told reporters that the
March 9-10 strike called to protest
proposed cuts in federal Black Lung
benefits (see box) was meant in part to
“give us some credibility” at the bar-
gaining table. In other words; Church is
using the protest to show the BCOA—
and rank and file miners—that he is not
afraid of calling a strike.

Closetoan
.agreement?

Ve .
When the contract talks opened UMW _

and BCOA negotiators were far apart on
major bargaining issues. However on
March 9, the Wall Street Joumal
reported that they are close to agree-
ment on key provisions of a new settle-
ment. )

The BCOA originally demanded that
the unioh accept the introduction of
compulsory Sunday work and rotating
shifts so that the companies could
implement round-the-clock mining "
seven days a week. Industry sources
now claim they are willing to settle for
voluntary. Sunday mining if ‘the union
agrees to give up the ban on Sunday
work in the current contract. BCOA
representatives are also backing off
demands that the union surrender its
control over work rules and job bidding
procedures. .

The UMW _in turn is retreating sig-

nificantly from its original economic _

demands. Although union  negotiators
are formally demanding a 51 percent
increase in the total - wage/benefit
package over three years, one official
admitted: “We won’t get more than 35

percent or 40 percent.” Church has said -

-that instead of concentrating on wages

the UMW will stress winning benefits -

that would give miners a cushion
against inflation, such as a company-
paid dental plan and ‘a reduction of the
$200 deductible on medical insurance
imposed on miners through the last
contract. However, union negotiators
may abandon efforts to regain the cost-
of-living-adjustment (COLA) clause that
the UMW lost in the 1978 settlement.

The major remaining contract differ-
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ence concerns the BCOA's effort to dis-
mantle the industrywide pension plan
that the union won in 1947 and replace
it with one based on company-by-com-
pany coverage. This demand reflects
the interest of the larger producers, who
want to escape their obligation under
the current plan to fund pensions for
workers in the smaller mines that are
closing down. The .union is opposing
such a change because it would
threaten the accumulated pension
rights of workers in the smaller mines,
as well as of thase miners who change
jobs. ‘Moreover, they correctly argue
that the -BCOA proposal is aimed at
weakening the UMW by forcing it to
negotiate separate pension programs
with all the companies.in the BCOA; a
step that would undermine the need for
an industrywide union. For its part, the
UMW is demanding a large increase in
pensions, as. well as easier pension
eligibility requirements. ’
Differences over the UMW's demand

.to eliminate the Arbitration Review

Board, and industry efforts to modify

the “successor clause,” which requires
the new owner of a unionized mine to
honor the existing contract, are also
still unresolved.

Ruling clgss fears
effects of strike

Both the BCOA and the UMW leader-
ship would like to avoid a strike if they
can. One industry leader told the Wall
Street Journal: “We can’t make it
through another bloodbath.” (August 8,
1980.) While such sentiments mainly
reflect the interests of the smaller mine
owners who could be driven out of
business by a prolonged strike, even
the larger companies are anxious to
show overseas customers that they can
win labor peace in the coalfields. Mean-

union.

At the same time, both the UMW and
the BCOA are likely to come under
pressure from the Reagan administra-
tion to avoid a major strike over the coal
contract. A strike of any significant
length would shut down plants and util-
ities in the nation’s industrial heartland.
This would wreck the Reagan admin-
istration’s hopes for an early improve-
ment of the U.S. economy, Such a
‘strike would force Reagan to decide
whether to invoke Section 8(d) of
the Taft-Hartley Act, which authorizes
him to order striking workers back to
work for an 80-day “cooling off period.”
If he holds back from invoking Taft-
Hartley, the business community
could attack him as a weak president
who fears a confrontation with the
unions. On the other hand, if Reagan
orders the miners back to work, they

while, Church Is equally anxious tos. -might defy him just as they defied Pres-

avoid a strike that would give dissidents
in the UMW an opportunity to rally rank
and file miners behind them and even-
tually challenge his leadership of the

>y
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Washington, D.C., on.
Mine Workers union

- .- demonstrations in t
government to sub

10,000 Miners
March on Washington

Nearly 10,000 miners; carrying signs reading “Coal Dust Kills Miners”
and “Stop Black Lung Murder, Not Black Lung Benefits,” demonstrated in
March 9. The rally was called by leaders of the United
I n o protest President Ronald Reagan’s plan to cut the
-Black Lung Disabllity Trust Fund by-$2 billion over the next five years. The -
union also organizéed a two-day nationwide walkout-by 177,000 miners on
March 9-10 against the proposed cuts.

Black Lung (coal miner's pneumoconiosis) is a respiratory disease
caused by the gradual buildup of coal dust particles in the lungs of under-
f the disease, which is eventually fatal, suffer from
h, and, in its advanced stages fare unable to even
ut experiencing breathing difficulties. A 1977
~ National Institute of Occupational Health and Safety
concluded that nearly-80 percent of underground miners would eventually
contract Black Lung or related respiratory aiiments. :

Working and retired miners organized a mass campaign of strikes and
! s _and early 1970s that forced the federal
_government | ension funds for victims of Black Lung. The
. Reagan administration is ‘launching a two-prongéd attack against this

W

-

\.

program. First of all, it is proposing to cut former President Carter's 1982
budget appropriation for the disability fund from $483 million to $112
million. ‘Secondy it wants to sharply restrict eligibility requirements for
Black Lung pensions, claiming that up to 88 percent of the applicants “were
either not disabled or else could not be proved to have Black Lung disease.”
- The miners’ strike has already forced some concessions from the
Reagan government. A Department of Labor spokesperson told reporters
the strike was the result of a “misunderstanding” and that miners will
continue to receive their pensions. Meanwhile, the Senate Committee on
Labor and Human Resources voted a token raise of Reagan’s appropriation
for the fund from $112 million to $149 million. Despite these concessions,;
the eligibility rights of Black Lung victims are still in danger, while
sufficient funds to keep the pension program functioning for long are
lacking. The miners’ struggle to defend their pension rights is thus only
beginning. Nevertheless, the miners’ strike demonstratés -that working
people can In fact compel the Reagan administration to retreat by -

ident Carter's attempt to invoke Taft-
Hartley during the 1977-78 strike. This
would be an even greater defeat for the
Reagan administration. *

A coal strike would also end Reagan'’s
“honeymoon” with those workers who
are presently willing to give him a
chance to implement his program. It
would draw a clear class line between
the trade unions on the one hand, and
the energy industry, the government and
the capitalists In general on the other. It
might also encourage other workers in
unions and oppressed communities to
launch their own struggles against the
capltalist offensive, thus undermining
the political stability Reagan needs to
carry out his domestic program.

Recentﬁéals pave
way for settlement

Recent agreements Involving coal-
flelds not covered by the BCOA-UMW
contract indicate what kind of compro-
mise might come out of the ~ontract
negotiations. On February 9, the Pitts-
burg and Midway Coal Mining Company
(P&M) signed a. three-year contract
with the UMW which includes a 37

Among its provisions are a large
increase in pension payments, wage
raises and a dental plan. It also includes
eight periodic wage “adjustments,”
which union officials call “the next
thing to a COLA,” although they are not
tied to rises in the government's
Consumer Price Index, as. are most
COLA plans. A week later-930 miners
‘employed at five Western mines owned
by ' .the . Peabody Mining Company
signed a similar agreement after a
30-day strike. These settiements allow
the UMW.-to declare victory on. issues
like_ pensions and COLA, while also
enabling the coal industry .to claim it
achieved its goal of holding the overall
money - package below 40 . percent.
Moreover, Church announced immedi-
ately after the gsettlements that he
would-lower pension demands in nego-
tiating with the. BCOA. o
Despite the various pressures for an
early compromise agreement, it is
impossible to rule out the chance of a
strike. First, the P & ‘M and Peabody
-settlements did not deal with the pro-
ductivity issues, which are most likely -
to set off a strike in the Eastern-coal-
fields. Second, negotiators must come
up' with a settlement by March 17 in .
order for members to ratify it before the
old contract runs out on March 27. If a
contract is not ratified by the 27th, it's
likely that some: if -not all miners will

organizing militant actions in defense of their needs.

/' work” tradition and walk out.0J

continue the:UMW’s “No -contract, no

.

s

percent increase in wages and benefits.
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CWP, WWP, RSL Hold Forum/Debate on...

Rea gan, the New Right & Fascism

On February 20, a forum/
debate on “Reagan, the New
Right and the Threat of Fas-
cism” was held in Chicago,
sponsored by the Communist
Workers Party (CWP), Work-
ers World Party (WWP) and
the Revolutionary Socialist
League. About 85 people at-
tended.

THE DEBATE wasa resultof
the fact that the three organi-
zations had worked together
in various anti-fascist activi-
ties. For.example, last fall all
three groups were active in
building a demonstration that
kept the Nazis from marching
into West Englewood, a pre-
dominantly Black community
in Chicago. The debate was
seen as. a way to clarify
political differences among
the groups, and to educate
people - in  the anti-fascist
movement about the nature of
the fascrst threat.

During their presentatlons

the spokespeople of WWP and

CWP put forward their views

- of what is” going on in the

ith pitches to
1 tive organiza-
tions. In.contrast, RSL speaker
» Frank ﬂopﬂnsiocused ;0N ex-
plaining a strategy for flghtmg
the: fi 'sts The essence of
this tegy s’ to -build. a
mas King class move-
menit to fight the Ku Klux Klan
and “other fascist” organiza-
tions. Aspects of this strategy
are: 1) carrying out mass edu-
cational work among working
sclass people about the Nazis
and ‘the .Kian, including the
need to build workers’ defense
guards;- 2) confronting’ the
fascists when they try to dem-
onstrate; 3) winning - ‘mass

world, along

workers “organizations (like.
‘ the trade unions) to the anti-

fascist - fight; - 4) striving to
unite “all working ‘class and
oppressed - people in- this
sfruggle, and 5) no reliance on
the government -and liberal
capitalist politicians. In carry-
ing -out “this ‘work, Hopkins
said, it is essential for revo-
lutionary socialists to expiain
the need to fight for socialist

revolution. ‘Hopkins  ‘pointed ..

out that the fascists are grow-

_ ing in the context.of a general
crisis of the capitalist system
and that the fascist attacks go
hand in hand with the capital-
xsts attacks on working peo-
plel This is. why the capitalist
government protects the
Klan.

, A LARGE part of the forum/
debate centered on a discus-
sion of the question of “no
reliance on  the government.”
Hopkins pointed out that all
three organizations sponsor-
ing the debate understand
that capitalism and the capi-
talist state are the main
enemies of working class and
oppressed people. Unfortu-

nately, Hopkins stated, both
the CWP and WWP are incon-
sistent about actually explain-
ing this to people in the anti-
fascist struggle. As an exam-
ple, Hopkins discussed the
recent National Anti-Klan Net-
work (NAKN) conference in
Washington, D.C. All three or-
ganizations attended this con-
ference..But when the NAKN
leadership put forward a strat-
egy of trying to get the gov-
ernment to declare a “state of
emergency” against the Klan
and to outlaw it, only the RSL
fought this strategy and put
forward a different one—to
mobilize working class and
oppressed people against the
Kian.

HOPKINS explained that a
“ban the Kian” strategy would
mean suicide for the anti-fas-
cist movement. Instead of a
movement arming itself polit-
ically and otherwise to fight
racist and anti-working class
terror, the movement would
be relying on the cops to “do
their job.” But the “job” the

cops are generally doing these

days is protecting the Klan
and attacking Black and Latin
people.. Instead of. building a
movement that would organ-

Paland

(Contmued from page 10) = -

going on or is-likely to happen
in the immediate future in
Poland. ]
seem's that the “honeymoon”

‘between Jaruzelski and the

labor movement is over. As we

go to press, there are reports

of a “strike alert” in Radom-
over 17 demands drawn up by
the workers and local union
chapter. According to today’s
Washington Post, these in-
clude: “the dismissals of the
provincial police commander
and his. deputy, the local

governor and provincial Com- -

munist- Party leader...a halt
to ' prosecution .of . detamed
political’ dissndentsand :.the

turn over to hospitals and .

schools several buildings cur-

rently. used by po!lce‘ There -
- are also reports of “local dis-

putes”.in Wroclaw, Suwalki,
Mowy Sacz and Bielsko-Biala. -

At. the same time, Lech-
Walesa has had at least th(ee
meetings in recent days with

Prime Minister Jaruzelski to -
figure out ways to end the

strikes and strike threats in
exchange for .some conces-
sions from the government.:
Indeed Walesa and the na-

tional leadership“of Solidar--

nosc went so far as to
denounce and disavow -the
threat of further strikes in
Lodz before the government

“point

Nevertheless, it ~

- national

“ters_and membership,

ize workers. to take -direct
action . against the fascist
threat, we'd end up with a
movement that was begging
Congress, the FBI and. the
police to ‘“do something”
while théy and their Kian
buddies are gunning down
more and more Blacks and
other people in the streets.
THE CWP HAD nothing to
say to this, although their
national newspaper, Workers
Viewpoint, stated that they
were mistaken in not putting
forward a strategy that was
different from the “ban the
Klan” strategy of the NAKN
leadership. It is unclear

whether "the CWP will be
comyatting illusions in the
gove 3nt in the future.

Workers World Party, on the
other -hand, tried” to defend
their role of doing nothing
about the NAKN leadership’s
strategy of “going to the
sharks to complain about the
barracudas.” WWP’s speaker,
Nancy Cohen, claimed that it
was divisive to raise any
-differences or disagreements
in the anti-fascist ‘movement.
This dld not go over very well
‘with the audience. The RSL
‘out that ljts*downrlght

"promised to stop harassment

of .union organizers, ending
that threat.

.f\/~ .
Workers won‘t
play dead

To. summarize the current
situation: There is a W|demng

destructive to refuse to tell the
truth to a movement that is
trying to decide the best way
to fight the fascist threat.

A LESS lengthy debate oc-
curred around how much of a
threat the groups considered
the fascists to be. WWP
stated that the other organiza-
tions saw the Klan as more of
a threat than they gre. Cohen
went on to clai that 99
percent of the people in the
U.S. are against the fascists.
The RSL replied that unfortu-
nately, this just isn’t the case;
when Black children cannot
walk the“streets in Atlanta,
there is a big problem and we
have to do something about it.
At that point, WWP stopped
trying to claim that this isn’t
S0.

There was also some debate

on what we should be fighting
for. The RSL believes that in
order to convincé people to
fight the fascists and the cap-
italist system that creates
them we have to put forward a
positive vision of what social-
ism means for all of us. For
the RSL this means that
workers and all oppressed
people shouid kick out the
wcapltallsts break up.

attempting to police the work-
ers’' movement in tfie hopes of
making a deal with the govern-
ment. The government, under
clear pressure from the Rus-
sians to shift from a concilia-
tory policy to one. emphasiz-

. ing force, has meanwhile ini-

tiated a campaign ‘of harass-
ment of militants and dissi-
dents, as well.as taking other
measures aimed at sapping
the unity of the workers,
farmers and student move-
ment. For. their - part,” the
Russian state-capitalists are

breach between the union's# applying maximum pressure

leadership and
chunks of the union’s chap-
with:
Walesa. and -Co.

increasingly

—including the recent “war
games” but up to this writing
short of  invasion—to end
what they view a§ the eco-

their

state and build our own organ-
izations to run the economy
and the whole society. This
means workers making a revo-
lution themselves to win con-
trol over our own lives. This is
what will end racism and
exploitation for all time.

THE OTHER groups have no -
such notion. The CWP thinks
their party should control the
state and that’s that. They
even say that working class
people don’'t even need to
understand what they're fight-
ing for, they should just trust
the CWP.

WWP thinks that countries
vhere property is nationalized
are basically socialist—
whether the workers control
anything or not. As a result,
when the Polish workers rise
up against exploitation, as
they are doing today, WWP
ends up being more or less in
favor of a Russian invasion to
crush the workers’ movement.

RSL speakers pointed out
that most working people

Id] very correctly have no
interest in fighting for. what
WWP and the CWP want.
People have had enough of
this already.(]

nomically and politically dis-
astrous popu|ar movement in
Potand.
1t is possible that the gov-
ernment with some help from
Walesa will successfu“y de-
fuse the current situation
once again. But what they
cannot do, despite all efforts,
is convince the workers to roll
over and.play dead in the
supposed interests . of the
country, since many workers
understand that until they ac-
tually run Poland this means
in the interests of the bureau-
crats—the state-capltahst rul-:
ing class.
It appears therefore that a
showdown is still loommg in
- Poland.d
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Plant Closings

{Continued from page 9)
rank and file.

We also need a Detroit-area
conference to organize our-
selves to fight further layoffs
and concessions. If existing
caucuses, militants and oppo-
sitionists, supporters of left
organizations got together
such a meeting' could be
organized. Publicity, leaflet-
ing, and so on could be done
effectively to build for rank
and file participation. -

There are many different
ideas on how to fight back and
what measures”. we should
fight for. A ;omt meeting
would work out the ones.we
can agree to do together. We
have several ideas for what
this * meeting “could take up:
1)How to force the UAW to
call an emergency conference

"(Continuekd“'from page 3) :
the capitalrsts more of what

and to mobilize the rank and
file. 2) A union educational
campaign to counter the gov-
ernment/company anti-union
propaganda campaign. 3) A
citywide demonstration of
autoworkers against the con-
cessions. 4) A discussion. of
different solutions and pro-

grams on the fate of Chrysler’

and the auto industry.

Stop the
anti-import
campaign

- There is one more thing that
we would like to take up. The
anti-Japanese import cam-
paign is a cover-up. During

the last two years the increase
in importe has—been small

967, and
of many
— e com-
-in_the work—

ack people

idn't come
Con 'ress,

ﬁthél’e

at the beginning. of the.'70s;
and : having. gotten worse.

“refers to condmons for B ack' W
people being somewhai better- :peo

se ;people were

S

compared -to_the number of
layoffs. The companies are

automating. Fhey want to cut*

jobs by 50 percent between
1980 and 1995. In the next 10
years, 500,000 auto and auto-
related jobs will be elim-
inated.

The anti-import campaign
covers up the real attack .on
the workforce. It accepts the
plant closings, the wage con-
cessions, the speedup, the
harassment. It leads us to
fight the Japanese autowork-
ers instead of the U.S. com-
panies. This is the same type
of thinking as demanding old
workers leave the plant, or
wanting women, Black or
Arab workers out to make
demanding old workers leave
the plant, or wanting women,

can and>can’t do in your
struggle for justice. So when
the capitalists couldn’t stop

‘the whole movement, they
were forced to grant Black -

The second .thing that lhe
NUL doesn’t: see s that the

conomy was in its
shape ever. This meant
that the capitallsls had a little
maneuvering room. . They
could afford Black people
making some gains.

This is different today. The

- wealth ‘that the system ap-

peared to have yesterday was
“borrowed” many times over
_from future ‘profits. Now it's
time_to -pay-up. At the same
time US" imperialism has
lost: some “of its ability to
expioit the world at will:

capltalists ‘to keep their:sys-

capitailst system used to be .

Black or Arab workers out to

* make room for white workers,

Auto production is more
and more international. To

‘have a chance against the

auto companies, we need the
greatest international solidar-
ity and unity. Japanese auto-
workers are not our enemy.
But the anti-import campaign
can only pit U.S. and Japan-
ese autoworkers against each
other. It tells each to ally with
“his/her” auto company, not
with other autoworkers. It sets
autoworkers up for the real
attack on our jobs.

We need to fight for inter-
national wage parity for alf
autoworkers' and we need to
protect all our jobg at the
expense of profits. The more
we fight the companies and
the government for a real job

saving program, the more we

can preverit workers from
turning onaand blaming each

In fact, our lives will more and
more be up for grabs. The
capllalists have to do this—
they have no way out.

We, however, do have a way

out. It will take some doing,

but it can be done. The way
out for working class and
oppressed people s to build a
revolutionary mass move-
ment, to take power out of the
hands of the capilalists and

Quite a.few references- are willlng to go-beyond what the . tem above water without really
made to how helpful affirma- \caprtaiists their _government - coming -~ down: on. working

tive ﬂaclionj programs had -and their polit|c|ans say you class and oppressed people
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other.- And the more we can
protect ail autoworkers’ jobs
and wages. [

As part of its “anti-import”
campaign the UAW bans im-
ported cars in some lots. This
simply penalizes autoworkers
who prefer . gas-efficient im-
ported cars.

their state through a socialist
revolution and run society for
ourselves. The way to end
racism and economic crises is
to end capitalism itself. The
way to fight for total and
lasting Black liberation and
freedom for everybody is for
the working class—Black, La-
tin, Asian, Native American

- and white—to take control.of

the whole soclely ]
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