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New York,

Send fetters to:
TORCH, PO Box 1288

NY 101186

California police raid
Black activist group

Dear Torch/Ls Antorcha,

On Friday, October 16, be-
tween the hours of 5:30 and
10:00 a.m., approximately 20
mettibers of the Speclil Services
Unit (the police and intelligence
arm of the California Depart-
niefit of Correctiofis) and theti-
bers of the Berkeley/Oakland
Police Departments battered
down the doors of four homies
of metibers and friends of the
Black August Orpanizing Cotin-
mittee. Under the puise of a
“parole search,” the S8SU
stormed into the homes with
gunis drawhi, holding all mem-
bers of the hotuseholds ai gun
point, including small childred,
while they proceeded to ransack
the holises, tear open drawers,
closets atd overturn furniture,

During these attacks Jasiri
(Harold Benson), Hashima (M-
chael Murdock) and Msemaji
(Anderson Thutston), teinbers
of the Black August Organizing
Cotiiiittee, were arrested and
‘taken into custody. For the last
six days no charges have been
filed agatnst them and the men
remain In the Santa Rita Coutity
Jail solely on a “parole held.”
On Tuesday, October 20, the
Hold on Michael Murdock was
lifted by his parole officer and
he was teleased from jail.
However, the next day Special
Service Unit members again ar-
rested Michuel Murdock and
Another Black August member,
Sadiki (Willie Stanfotd), despite
statetnents by both men’s parole
officers that there were Ho
warrants or. violations issued on
either man. ,

All four men Have been
dedicated organizers in  the
Berkeley/Oakland communities
girice their release froti prison
last spring. Recettly, members
of the Black August Organizing
Committee played a critical role
in maintaining the battle against
Pay 'f Save, with all fout men
committing tHemselves to work-"
ing 12 hours a day on the picket
line to protest the murdet of
Ricky Labuzan by a Pay 'n Save
security guard, Jasirl, Hashima,
Meetmaii and Sadiki have all

been active in fighting to expose
conditions inside ptisons, espe-
cially in San Quentin, and to
educate the commiunity about
the raclst policles of the prison
authorities and the Special Ser-
vice Unit throuigh their work in
the Prison Crists Cominittee.
The Prison Ctlsis Cominittee ls
a group that has recently ini-
tlated a suit on behalf of
prisoters in 8an Quentin’s Ad-
Justment Center who were brii-
tgly attacked and tear-gassed
by guards in April 1981,

Although no charges have
been filed against any of the
four men How in jall, the Cali-
fornia Departiment of Correc-
tions ‘has issued 4- staterdent
alleging that they have “uncov-
eted a plot to assussinate” top
ptison  officials, sitpposedly
baged on information gathered
during the early mornitig raids
oti Friday, October 16.

We, as membets of the Black
August Organiziig Cominlttee,
vehiethently deny any knowledge
of such plots or conspiracles,
and demand the Immedlate
release of Jasi (Harold Ben-
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Of Bririks held-ups and governmerit rapression

17 ‘suicides’ in Chicago jaiis?

tlear Torch,

The Chivago media have re-
cently reported that there have
Feen |7 very Luspic
cide'” deaths in Chicago’s police
lockups in less than two vears.
In the cases of Chatman Fa
land, Nelsnon Justice, and Greg
Tackson. three Chicago resi-
dents arrested on misdemeanor
charges, one begins to wonder
what Chicago’s police are capa-
ble of doing.

Department policy calls for
two searches, in which poten-

ws s

4

son), Hashima (Michael Mur-

dock), Msemaji {Anderson
Thurston) and Sadiki (Willie
Stanford).

We charge that these {atest
allegations made by the Cali-
fornia Depattment of Correc-
tlons are only another part of
the overall political campalgn
belng waged against the Blatk
August Organizing Commlttee
in an attempt to disrupt and
suppress our political work in
the cothmunity and fn the
prisons.

We chatge that the real
ctitminals are the membetrs of
the Califorria Department of
Cottectiotis and the SSU that
continue to attack and terrorize
embers of the Black August
Otgatiizing Cominittee, their
friends and family, who are
fightihg to expose the true
racist, repressive reality of pri-
soH, to raise the issue of Black
POWs I the U.S. and to put
an end to the tacial injustice
Black people are subjected to
“dally in this country.

Blaek August
Orpanlzing Commitice

&

tiaty dangcrous liems or wed-
pane ave supposed Lo be re-
meved from lockup prisoners.
The first is 2 light effective frisk
when the accused is arrested.
The second. called the “‘cavity
search,” oecurs  usually  just
hefore the suspect is placed in a
holding cell. It is just before the
cavity search that items like
belts, shoestrings, and other
personal belongings are confis-
cated,

With this information alone,
citizens might think that police
simply neglected confiscating
the shoestrings of Mr. Jackson
and M. Justice. But testimony
from family members indicates
otherwise. Greg Jackson wore a
pair of gym shoes almost a year
and a hzlf old. The frayed
strings on these shoes are said
by police to have supported
Greg’s 133-pound body long
cnough to cause death. The
manufacturer says shoelaces
identlcal to Jackson’s bicak at
130 pounds when new.

Well, at least with Nelson
Justice the police substituted
brafd-new light brown laces for
hlg three-month-old dark brown
ones,

[f anyotie believes that simple

neglect is to blame for_ these
2 e fory th

deaths, we should also dra
tention to the chief M
Examiner for Cook (
Dr. Robert J. Stein. Steir
performs most autopsies
deaths, has admitted that hic
office failed 1o ““fully” doce.
ment injuries on dead prison
ers—such as a dark wound
more than an inch long and a2
half inch wide on Justice's
head. The wound is surrounded
by a patch of reddish swolien
tissue in pictures taken by
family members. With Jackson,
Dr. L. Brimmer of Dr. Stein's
office said that a noticeable
bloody laceration on Jackson’s
outer edar ‘‘meant very little' o
him.

There are many other facts in
these cases to which attention
could be called. But what
should be realized is that even
with the so-called “‘invest
tions'' that will follow, the
police will continue to brutalize
working class people, and the
authorities designed to watch-
dog won’'t stop them. The
slogan on all Chicago police
cats is *‘We serve and protect.”
it's tithe we asked “Who?"
Sittcerely,

Gall and Monie
Chicapo IL
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Black People Vote in Record Numbers —
Tumout a Response to Growing Racism

Not for close to 20 years have
the top levels of government
been as blatantly racist as they
are today. In additionto specnf' ic
policies that directly or indirect-
ly attack Black people, such as
the budget cuts, Reagan’s pro-
posal to gut the Voting Rights
Act, etc., the essence of Rea-
gan’s political strategy is to

_foment a virulently racist social

climate to divide the working
class and bind white workers
and mlddle class people to the
U.S. capitalism

white hberal%Georgxa state leg-
islator, on October 28. Nearly
the only issue imr the contest was
whether the next mayor would
be Black or white. :
‘Marcus was supported by the

business community and by -

people far more conservative
than he, people who probably
would not have supported him
cxccpt that fié was a white man
running agamst a Black man.
Young - was = vigorously sup-

ported by out-going Mayor -

Maynard J ackson, who is Black

- and who brought the race issue

out into the public. Young got
90 percent of the Black vote and
Marcus got 90 percent of the
white vote. It was high voter
turnout among Blacks that
swung the election to Young—
62 percent of registered Black:
voters went to the polls. -
In Hartford, Connecticut, a
similar trend showed up. The
only, Black candidate fe mayor

also a heavy turnout by Black son

voters: Butin these cases it:w
white candidates who ‘were t
recxplgnt’s of the Black vote. .

In New York City, an un—
known white liberal state asserit:
blyman, Frank Barbaro, went
way beyond initial ‘expectations
in his,ﬁéffort to ‘win thé Demo-
cratic momination for mayor
away from‘incumbent Ed Koch.

Koch’s program for New

‘and’ trymg to pﬁrtra

York is to save the‘white neigh-
borhoods and business districts
and let the rest of the city go to
hell. He combines this with an
almost openly arrogant racist

. public pose used to build white

political support. The desire to
vote for someone, anyone,
against Koch brought ma; y
Blacks and Latino voters to t
polls for the primary elcctlons
Overall, turnout was 33 per-
cent of registered Democrats,
above the usual for primaries.
Barbaro got 70 pertent of the
Black vote and 36 percent of the
total vote. Koch lost to Barbaro

. in all 16 districts represented in

ate assembly by a Black or

The voter turnout in Man-
iattan was helped by a chal-
ge to Borough President
Andrew Stein by City Clerk
: inking, who is Black.
ter campaign domi-
he BJack/whxte issue
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moved to the
campaign,

Robb resxsted his unage, re-
fraining from- attackmg Reagan
himself as
tougher on drug pushers than is
Coleman, He also maintained
his ‘support’ fof Virginia’s anti-
union -‘‘right-to-work” law,

forfeiting an endorsethent from
the state AFLrCIO.

| event in the cam-

palgn was probably Coleman’s

endorsement by Mills God-
win, a former governor and
an old guard segregationist. At
a televised Coleman rally, God-
win attacked Robb for sup-
porting the Voting Rights Act (a
position Robb had only
switched to recently), and for
favoring giving the District of
Columbia representation in
Congress.

At that point, the Black com-
munity, which until then had
been lukewarm about Robb,
moved to support him. Cole-
man continued to dig his own
grave, attacking Robb for say-
ing he would make Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s birthday a
state holiday and saturating the
television with Reagan’s en-
dorsement statement. The black
community was galvanized
around Robb, and Coleman lost
bac'i]y.

Democrats won't
defend Black people

As. these examples suggest,
Black people used the electoral
process this fall to begin to
‘mobilize against the racist of-
fensive that has been launched
against them. But there is not
much cause for cheering:
Among other things, the elec-
tions also show that a racial pol-
arization is occurring across the
country and reveal just how far
Reagan and the capitalist class
as a whole have already gone in
creating the racist and reac-
tionary climate they désire.

Another negative side of the

- This

elections is the fact that the
Black vote by and large went to
Democgratic Party candidates.
Now that the Democrats are out
of power at the national level,
they are trying to come forward
as the friends of Blacks and
other oppressed people.

But the Democrats will not
defend Black people or anybody
else suffering from the capitalist
attacks. They support these
attacks in their basic form and
see no alternative if the racist
system they support is to sur-
vive. At best, they will modify
the attacks so they look slightly
more equitable and, as a result,
can be more easily defended.

As a resuit those Blacks who,
along with millions of Latinos,
white workers, women and
gays, voted for the Democratic
Party are stepping into a trap.
was shown clearly in
Virginia where the Black vote
helped elect Robb, a conserva-
Rive who is as reactionary, anti-
labor and racist as his Reagan-
backed opponent.

The fall’s elections show why
it is crucial for the unions, the
movements of Blacks, Latins,
women and gays, along with the
peace and disarmament move-
ment, to build a mass political
organization, be it a Labor
Party or a mass union-type
formation, such as -Polish Sol-
idarity, that is opposed to both
the Democratic and Republican
parties. Only this type of organ-
ization can organize, mobilize
and unite all working class and
oppressed people in a success-
ful struggle to defend our rights
and needs.(] :




No to Nuclear War Madness!

(Continued from page 1)

50,000 each in Paris, Brussels
and East Germany. Most of the
protests focused on NATO and
the U.S. nuclear presence in
Europe, but both the Paris and
Brussels. marches specifically
demanded the removal of Rus
sian SS-20 nuclear-tipped mis-
siles from Eastern Europe, and
in Rome, the march route took

demonstrators past both th'ev'

Russian and U.S. embassies.
The U.S. govemment s first

response, to this rnassxve out—

pounng of anti-i

earlier doctrme\of ““mhy sive re-
taliation’” to a Russian -attack.

“Flexlble and con{ﬁtrolled e-
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high rates of radiation, rather,
than destroy property with heat
and blast. On August 11, Secre-
tary Weinberger cited, as a main
factor in the U.S. decision to
produce the neutron bomb, its
““ability to help blunt an inva-
sion of Europe.”’

Unlike the.mainly deterrent
value of the more traditional
megaton nightmares, the neu-
tron bomb is intenided to be
used, specifically in Europe.

Russiaf conflict in their heavily
populatéd nations, wheré the

' “‘neutron bomb, because of its
“lesser ‘damage to property,
‘ uwould most hkely be the “‘wea-
/ pon “ofzchoice.”

So-far the U.S. government
has- tried- to calm' the growmg

; E“?gmean panic by promising
‘that the néutron bombs will be

stockpiled only inside the U.S.

"But as everyone knows, they

could.easily be flown to Europe
within a few hours if the gov-
ernment decided to.

As the reality has dawned on
the people of Europe that they
are living in the midst of a

-U:S.-projected theater of “lim-
. ited nuclear war,” an anti-war,

patifist and neutralist move-
ment has mushroomed. Capital-

“ist- polmclans all over Eufope

are being shaken by large,
angry, *60s-style mobilizations.

In the Netherlands, the Inter- .

faith ‘Peace Council claims to

. have 200,000 members, mostly

youth, and connections with
anti-war activists in Poland and
East Germany. As a result of
their pressure, the Netherlands
government has now backed off
from " its earlier promise to
accept 48 Cruise missiles. The
Belgian government is waver-
ing.

In West Germany, the con-
troversy could cost. Chancellor
Helmut Schmidt his job. As a

_staunch supporter of NATO
and nuclear armament, Schmidt

nfront ‘polie uring eéi‘etary of State Alexander Haig’s frip to West Berlin
i is arousing mass protests throughout Western Europe.

has been steadily losing support,
even within- his own Social
Democratic Party (SPD). After
Schmidt denounced the October
10 Bonn protest as “‘a declara-
tion of war against the govern-
ment,”” 25 percent of his party’s
members of parliament en-
dorsed the demonstration, as
did one-third of the delegates of
the Free Democratic Party,
Schmidt’s ally in the ruling
coalition. One leading SPD

membcr Erhard Eppler, spoke
“at the Bonn rally, callmg fora’

“‘nuclear-free . Europe.” “*An
SPD Congress next April is

expected to' vote against the °

NATO missile deal.
In Britain, where the Cam-
paign for Nuclear Disarmament

But it is the massive, popu-
lar movement which has forced
these concessions from the Eur-
opean ruling classes. This is a
movement ‘with a tremendous
potential—a potential to organ-
ize millions, unite separate
struggles, and to generally raise
hell against “capitalist govern-
ments across the continent.

At the same time, it is clear

_that many of the young Furo-

claims 280,000 supporters, the

out-of-power Labour Party has
jumped aboard the movement
with a call for unilateral British
disarmament. Most récently,
Romanian President Nicolae
Ceausescu has joined the chorus
with a call for both Russia and
the NATO countries’ to with-
draw their missiles from Europe
and renounce ‘the use of. the
neutron bomb.

Politicians have owh
reasonsto
support mﬁgvement

politicians have. their own mo-
tives. for endorsmg the new
movement:: British Labour
Party leader Michael Foot

wants Margaret Thatcher’s job"

as top cop. The SPD’s Erhard
Eppler has openly explained his

role as that of preventing the -

Social Democratic Party from

_losmg -.ground to altemauve, S
left-wing groups in’ West Ger-
‘many. Romania’s Ceausescu''is

' pean anti-war activists have

illusions in the present capitalist
system. Politicians like Foot,
Eppler - and Ceausescu have
jumped onto the bandwagon
precisely to foster those illu-
sions, to prevent the movement
from moving left.

‘Disarmament’

‘through worldwide

revolution

All the world’s governments
should disarm, just as they
should give up political power
toXhé working class, but they
won’t, and a pacifist strategy
won’t force them to, no matter
how big. the - protest rallies
become. Capitalism exists in
every country in the world, as
an organized system of force
“and - violence. Part of this
violence is directed against rival
capitalists and emerges period-
ically in bloody world wars. An
equally severe, day-to-day, vio-
lence is aimed at the working
class in every country, at small
oppressed nations, and at spe-
cially oppressed people every-
where. The capitalists maintain
their monopoly of force (up to,
and including, nuclear " weap-
ons) as a means to maintain
political and economic power.
They will never disarm volun-
tarily. We will have to take the
guns away from them.

Today the European anti-war
movement is led by pacifists
who think - capitalism can be
reformed. But this may not
always be the case. As the
nuclear arms race intensifies, as
U.S. and Russian militarism
-edges closer to a global holo-
caus¥, as the European pacifists
fail to stop the drift toward war,
-many of today’s young activists
_ will turn toward revolutionary
solutions.”

‘Only a worldwide workers’
revolution——one ~ which puts
workers and small farmers in
power and. takes all the power,
andiall the bombs, away from
the capltahst class—only such a
revolutionary change
e us from nuclear de-
strucuon ‘Bt will"this happen

facing 2 serious: €CONOMIC;CrsiS . » soon enough to stop the buttons

at home and needs to bolster his
mdependent nanonahst”
dentials to stay in power 8

from being pushed? That is the
desp”erate question facing
Europé, and theworld today.O

Several Hun

‘Fam
l

On October 31, over 250 |
onstrated in Ann Arbor,
against the Family Prot
(FPA). The FPA, propos
Moral Majority forces in Cc
broad attack on the worki)
attacks women, lesbians an
Blacks, Native Americans a
people by proposing to elim
for legal aid, battered wo
grams, child abuse progran
social service for gays or
support gay rights. In additic
would prohibit textbooks
women in non-traditional
would attack public schoc
rights to organize.

Demonstrators included [

" Lesbian/Gay Community S

National Black Independe:
Party, Legal Services, local
Revolutionary Workers’ Lea
Revolutionary Socialist Lea

The RSL speaker, Magg
phasized the need to understc
FPA is just part of a massiv
the working class. Below is
her speech.

TODAY, we unite togeth
and march against the Family
Act. The FPA, a bill bei
through Congress by the Mc
ity, is an attack on all wo
people in an attempt to c
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éeveg‘al Hundred Demons&rate in Ann Arbor

‘Family Protection Act an A ttempt
to Control and Suppress Us’

On October 31, over 250 people dem-
onstrated in Ann Arbor, Michigan,
against the Family Protection Act
(FPA). The FPA, proposed by the
Moral Majority forces in Congress, is a
broad attack on the working class. It
attacks women, lesbians and gay men,
Blacks, Native Americans and all poor
people by proposing ‘to eliminate funds
for legal aid, battered women’s . pro-
grams, child gbuse orograms, and any

Supporr gay rights. I ddmori the FP?’I' :

would prohzbzt textbooks that sho

righz‘s to organize

Revqutiona%yWorkers League an
‘Revolutional ist Leag

FPA is Jusi
‘the workm

Buﬂons

Assorted colors, in, English or
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one) .

labor to the ruling class. The profit from
our labor goes into the pockets of a
wealthy few.

ONLY by building a strong, militant
revolutionary movement whose goal is
to unite with all working class and
oppressed peoples throughout the world
and to smash capitalism everywhere can
‘we truly liberate ourselves and destroy
the elements that create these oppres-

Even now, much work is done that is
unpaid in the family—child bearing and
raising, laundry and cooking, and sexual
services.

Maintaining the family is something
the capitalists need but don’t have to pay
for.

Despite this, the fadily—capitalism’s
stronghold of economic and social
support—is falling apart. Through the

7 deﬂy Pxotecti'on Act is not an isolated idea

way. &gsmgsh the FPA and make sure 1t s gone for
tosma. h capxta]ist and state- capitahst

stress of working conditions, or find-
ing a job at all to feed the family,
keeping up the rent or mortgage pay-
ments, rising heating bills and so on, the
_failure of family life to fulfill people’s
_ emotional and other needs is rlsmg
That's why it’s no accident the FPA is
‘being introduced at this time.

- IF the FPA is passed, lesbian fhothers
Cwill, fécc court rulings to take “their

preference. And not only will you be
_attacked at your workplace, school or
. hospital for your sexual lifestyle, but
also because of your religious or non-

ly..,, rteligious beliefs.

Address

City State

Zip

Total payment enclosed with this order:

Discounts available-for bulk orders.

O 1 would like more information about the RSL.

Order” from/moke payable to: RSL, P.O. Box 1288, GPO New York, NY 10116
Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. All prices mclude _postage and handling.
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Religion, like the family, is one of the
mainstays of capitalist control. The
. Moral Majority, backed by the capitalist
ruling class, wants to use religion to
suppress and divide us. Through religion
the Moral Majority wants the education-
al system to maintain exactly what social
norms it needs to control our lives-even
more than it does now. It will use’
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religion as a tool to suppress women and
to tell people we must ngt fight back—
you’ll get your rewards in the afterlife.

People should have a choice whether
they want to be religious or not—but the
Moral Majority wants to make everyone
—atheists, agnostics, Baptists, Bud-
dhists, Jews, everyone—be controlled
under their totalitarian Christian-Pro-
testant norms.

Today’s rally and demonstration is a
step forward in the defeat of the FPA.

These attacks on the freedom and
control of our lives by the Moral
Majority backed by Reagan are part of
the all-out attacks going on all over the
world against the working class. U.S.
imperialism strikes a far-reaching blow

. on workers all over the world.

In South Africa, the apartheid system
is backed by U.S. corporations against
the liberation struggles of the Black
people from their chains of white
minority domination. Millions of Black
people are forced to work in slave-like
conditions, being paid hardly a fraction
of what their ite counterparts make.
They are forced.to work under danger-
ous work conditions—on the average,
three miners are trapped and killed each
day digging for gold so a wealthy few
can eat lavishly while the rest starve, so a
few live in huge houses while the rest
are forced to make their houses out of
sheet metal left behind by U.S. corpora-
tions.

THE liberation struggle of the Black
South Africans is for control of their
lives.

And in El Salvador, where the FDR is
fighting the U.S.-backed junta, the -
people are fighting for their self-deter-
mination and for control of their lives.

And in Jamaica, where the right-
wing Seaga has won power, the U.S. is
giving him government loans to build up
the military and repressive apparatus to

(Continued on page 16)
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US. seeks expulsion of Azanian activist

On November 8, 200 people rallied in Evanston, Tllinois, to
support anti-apartheid activist Dennis Brutus in his fight against
deportation. Brutus, an internationally known poet who has taught
at Northwestern University in Evanston for the last 10 years, is
from South Africa. He was arrested in that country in 1963 for
protesting racism in the South African Olympics. In 1965, after a
stay at the notorious Robben Island prison, he was expelled from
South Africa and told he would be arrested should he ever return.

Brutus went to London where he played a major role in
building a movement to isolate South Africa in international
sports. The campaigns against the Springboks rugby tour in New
Zealand and the U.S. this year grew out of the movement Brutus
helped to found. Brutus has remained active through the years and
because of his work has been"a major target of BOSS, the South
African secret police.

For 10 years the U.S. government has routinely renewed
Brutus’s visa. Last year, after Black rule came to Zimbabwe,
Brutus (who was born in what is now Zimbabwe) got a passport
from that country for the first time. While he was waiting for it to
arrive, his visa expired. This kind of problem is usually
straightened outf easily and quickly. But the Reagan administration

has seized on thxs technicality as an excuse for political harassment
of Brutus.

On November 10, Dennis Brutug; appeared at an 1mmrgratnon
hearing in Clncago ‘while 50 supporters ralhed qutsrdc The
Chlcag ) RSL is active in defense work for Brutus through the

,Southern 'Afncah, Network. For more’ mformanon, contact the
Chicago RSL onhe Dennis Brutus Defense Committee, 39 S.
I.aSaﬂe Clncago, 1160603 :

Today H nght—wmg polmcal climate has meant that more
people are bemg sent to jail. At the same time, prlson budgets are
. being cut, axing in particular programs that aid prisoners. The

liberal media, once hot on prison reform, have lost interest or

beeome hostile. The result is wxdespread overcrowding, worse
conditions and more tension in jails. Sometimes this creates
rebellions against the authorities and, sometimes, prisoner against
prisoner violence. )

In the last four weeks we have read or heard about 10 separate
prison rebellions. Below are some examples. ~

On October 19 prisoners at the Iowa State Penitentiary took
six guards hostage for two hours to protest a lockdown in force’
since an uprising at that prison September 2.

On October 21, 150 prisoners in the Bergen County (New
Jersey)_.!all Annex took over their dormitories arid held two guards
hostage for over eight hours. The rebellion was sét off when four
. prisoners who represented the prison population in grievance
meetings-with the authorities were suddenly transferred out.

On October 22, 330 prisoners at the Sumter Correctional
Institution in Bushnell, ¥lorida, took over the prison for over six
hours. The prison superintendent told the Associated Press that it
was a “‘racial disturbance.”” We have no other report.

On November 5, a small group of prisoners at the Maryland
Cortectional Institution in Hagerstown took over their dormlt'ory
for several hours. Several guards told a Washmgton Post reporter
that the “‘unrest is a response to stricter prison policies recently
imposed by state corrections officials.”’

And in a widely publicized event, four Black prisoners at
Pennsylvania’s Graterford State Prison took hostages October 29
when an escape failed, stranding them in a kitchen. The four
surrendered after five days in return for promises of transfers to
federal prisons and no more punishment for the escape ‘‘than -
whites would have gotten.’’ Newspaperman Chuck Stone, who -
acted as mediator, said of the prisoners’ leader Joseph Bowen: “He
talked about dignity and oppression and being called a boy and
treated like a boy. He said he knew white people who were cool, but
it was the guys in the white shirts walking around that do a number
on you, and make you feel like less of a man every day and after a
while even you start to believe it.” .
—WF
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effles’ Murder Probe Shows Cop
Brutality Is Common Policy

By BRUCE KALA

LOS ANGELES, QOctober 27
—An estimated 200 demon-
strators marched and chanted
outside the L.A. County Court-
house today as a grand jury
investigation into the death of
Ron Settles in a Signal Hill jail
began. Picketers carried signs
demanding “‘Jail the killer
cops,”’ and shouted *‘Justice
now!”’

As we reported last month,
Settles, who was Black, was
found hanged in a Signal Hill
jail cell last June 2, after having
been arrested for spegding. Al-
though police insist he commit-
ted suicide, an inquest jury sub-
sequently ruled that he died at
the hands of another. Settles,
21, was a star running back for
Cal State Long Beach at the
time of his death and had had
several offers from NFL teams.

Settles’ murder has brought
the whole Signal Hill police de-
partment into the spotlight.
What’s being revealed is an
official policy of brutality and
murder.

- One Signal Hill cop with 11
years’ experience (on the outs
with his bosses for his own

. reasons) came out and spilled

the beans;to the press Officer

’Wllllarmé«Carl Jones “told the -~

L.A. Times: “Violence down
there became a way of life. The
slightest resistance [by prison-
ersj—even - verbal—was = met
with. a beating. It happened
three or four times a week. If
you wanted to fit in, that’s what
‘you had to do...you hear a
scuffle, everybody runs back

- there. Evérybody helps out. ..

kicking -and’ beating whoever
they were fighting with.”’ After-
wards the cops would sit around
the station drinking and brag-
ging about the night’s ““action.’
Jones said a typical remark
would be: ‘“Hey, good job
kicking that guy’s ass. See that
blood gushing out of his
mouth?”’

The statistics on the Signal
Hill cops are shocking. Over the

" last 13 years there have been 42

formal" charges of™ unjustified
police beatings or kfalse arrests.

1037 PRECINCT

One-third of those beaten were
in handcuffs or a jail cell at the
time. One suffered broken ribs,
another a punctured lung, sev-
eral were crippled and one was
partially blinded. Three died.
This record would be cause for
outrage in the biggest city, with
a population of millions. Signal
Hill has 6,025 residents!

One of the victims of Signal
Hill police was Leslie Holmes.
In 1977 he was stopped while
riding his motorcycle. The cops
started with racist .insults to
Holmes (who is Black) and the
white woman with him. When
he refused to stand on one badly

. and obviously injured leg, he
was arrested for refusing a
drunk driving test and taken to
the Signal Hill jail. Finally
getting his story told four years
later, Holmes says the last thing
he remembers after that was
“‘an officer slapping his billy
club and smiling. The next thing
I knew I’'m getting choked.
‘Then Brown [the same cop be-
lieved to have Kkilled Settles]
booted me in the groin. [
skidded across the floor....”

Holmes was severely beaten
about the back, stomach, legs
and groin and suffered an
injured larynx. The city of
Signal Hill later settled out of
~court on a brutality suit brought
‘by Holmes. .

Seven months ago, Elba
Acuna, a Guatemalan living in
Long Beach, also had the mis-
fortune of being stopped by
Signal Hili police. Because she
had said her name was FElba,
while her license incorrectly
read“‘Elva,’’ the cops started to
take her to jail. She. tells what
happened: ‘“My (six year old)
son started screaming and beg-
ging them not to take me.”’ She
was pulled from the car, her
blouse torn, and handcuffed.
“They were hitting me with
sticks. Then -the (police) dog
jumped. He bit me in the
crotch. He bit me again and
again. They were saying “good
boy’ to the dog.’”

And, just one week after the
murder of Ron Settles, another
prisoner died in the Signal Hill
jail—Jack Eugene Brown, also

found hanging by a mattress
cover.

The organized outcry around
Settles’ murder is worrving the
more far-seeing “‘liberal”’ ele.
ments in the local ruling class—
like the L.A. Times and Ken-
neth Hahn (Democratic county
supervisor). These forces are
also starting to press the district
attorncy to do something. They
want to be able to say that
Signal Hill is the exception, the
one bad apple—and the system
can be trusted to take care of it.
They understand the danger of
a movement growing up that
begins to see beyond this. But in
order to make their case the
liberals need at least an effective
show of something being done
about Signal Hill.

The right-wing forces in the
county, however, will have none
of this. They also understand
something—the economic crisis
calls for enforcing more sacri-
fices on the most oppressed and
this means more brutal repres-
sion. They see that even a slap

f the wrist is demoralizing to

e “‘thin blue line’’ they are
depending on.

The L.A. County district
attorniey, John Van de Kamp,
while basically following the
demands of the stronger right-
wingers, is also trying to give a
little to the liberals. Thus, the
deputy DA handling the case
before the grand jury, Gilbert
Garcetti, has promised: ‘‘We
are not asking for a grand jury
indictment. Any decision wheth-
er to prosecute will be made by
the district attorney’s office.”
At the same time, the DA’s
office has broadened the invest-
igation to include six more
cases, including those of Jack
Eugene Brown and Elba Acuna.
The result is to satisfy no one.

This impasse on the part of
the ruling class opens the op-
portunity to build and develop
the movement for justice. We
have to avoid the trap of de-
pending on the liberal forces,
instead relying on a movement
of working and oppressed peo-
ple to fight for justice for Ron
Settles and all the other victims
of the system’s armed thugs.C
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The following article is an
assessment of the All” Peoples
Congress, held in Detroit on
October 16-18.- We decided thai
a political evaluation of the
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ence’s proceedings. For such an
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Guardian.

By ROD MILLER

A major -movement confer-
ence met in Detroit’s Cobo Hall
over the weekend of October 16-
18. The gathering, calling itself
the All Peoples Congress (APC),
was attended by between 1,000
and 2,000 activists from across
the country. .

The main sponsor of the APC
was the Peoples Anti-War Mo-
bilization (PAM), the coalition
which played a major role in or-
ganizing the May 3 Pentagon
march to protest U.S. interven-
tion in El Salvador. PAM, in
turn, is controlled by the Work-
ers World Party.

.. For many, the conference was
a bitter disappointment. People
came laoking for a framework
-to begin building a natlonal coa-
lition on a radical,” anti-capital-
ist program. They expected the
conference to provide an oppor-
tunity to exchange views and ex-

~periences and, on this basis, .to .
=map out-fiftureé-plans.” Many .

new, young.activists hoped .to

Jeave the APC with.a solid basis

-for building/local:chaptefs.of a
national movement against_the
igovernment’s deepening attacks
-on working and oppressed peo»
ple L 2 .82

-+~This should: have been possx-

- ble, given the diverse forces that

attended the APC. Conference
participants included . welfare
rights organizers, anti-draft ac-

tivists and militants from -wom-

‘en’s organizations and lesbian
and gay groups. National Black
organizations, such as the Na-
tional Black. United Front and
the National Black Independent
- Political Party, were represent-
ed. Numerous independent rad-
ical collectives sent delegations.
And virtually every significant
U.S. left organization was pre-
sent.

The official conference call
promised a meeting which
would provide a ‘‘democratic,
open forum for all segments of
society under attack.’’ Instead, .
for two and a half days, activ-
ists sat through- an affair. so

- tightly controlled and bureau-

cratic that less than a dozen peo-
ple were ever given the right to
speak from the floor. Confer-
ence participants were reduced
to the role of mere spectators,
forced to sit through an endless
series of pep-rally type speeches
by people approved in advance
by the conference organizers.
Even the limited time allowed
for workshops was largely taken
up with talks given by pre-se-
lected -panels. )
Conference organizers were

so determined to prevent any
open discussion and debate that
when the frustrations of the au-
dience exploded in chants of
“‘Open the mike!”’ and ““Let us
speak!”” midway through the
Sunday session, they responded

by abruptly adjourning the
meeting.
As a result, the gathering

failed to accomplish much of
anything positive and succeeded
in angering and demoralizing
many new, young activists.

Role of Workers
World Party

In our view, the responsibility
for this setback -lies with the

and participation -and a fairly
left-wing program.
Many left and movement or-

ganizations eagerly hoped that.

PAM would move in this direc-
tion. However, this could only
happen if PAM were not made
the property of any one organi-
zation on the left. A movement
of tens of thousands with active
local chapters could only be
built if it were made up of many
divergent political tendencies,
uniting for common action
while democratically discussing
their differences.
Unfortunately, this is not
what happened. Immediately
following May 3, WWP began
to engage in what became an
endless series of maneuvers de-
signed to give PAM the appear-
ance of being broad while in

reaucratic maneuvering during
the preceding months. Almost
by definition, Workers World
could not permit any democrat-
ic discussion and debate at the
APC—too many of those at-
tending had already been de-
fined as ““hostile forces.”

False political
perspective

The undemocratic nature of
the APC and the manipulative
éOIC played by WWP also had

oots in the political basis on
which Workers World orga-
nized the conference.

WWP built- the APC on the
promise that a single, large de-

Workers World Party (WWP),
which controlled and ran the en-
tire eenference. In fact, from

the time plans for the APC were
-announced following the May 3

Pentagon-march, WWP system-
atically abused wide sections of
the movement in the interests of
its narrow, orgamzatlonal .ad-
vantage.
WWP has caused cannot be im-
mediately undone, we think it is
important to review the -period
from May 3 to the APC to draw -
out “lessons that can help: to
avoid & repetition of this expe-
rience in the future. -

Pos';fMay 3: potential
foranimportantstep

The large turnout for theMéy
3 Pentagon march and, more
importantly, the diverse sec-

tions of the movement which -

joined with PAM to build it,
created an important opening
for the entire radical movement.
At a time of widespread disar-
ray, PAM was in a position to
bring together sufficient forces
to launch a national organiza-
tion with both broad support_

While the damage

fact keeping it strictly under
Workers. World’s. domination
and control. Left and movement
organizations with differences
with WWP were either kept out
of PAM altogether or allowed
to join without being given any
role in PAM’s decision-making

- process. Those willing to be loy-
al foot-soldiers, for WWP were .
welcome; all others were viewed _

as hostile opponents.
As plans for the All Peoples
Congress developed, complex

‘leadership structures were set up .

and ‘then endlessly altered to.

"keepthe real power in WWP’s ,

hands. Some groups resigned
from the bodies in disgust (Coa-
lition for a People’s Alterna-
tive, . Coalition’ i

‘Rights and Against- Sterilization -

Abuse—CARASA), others were
expelled - for raising objections’
(Communist: Workers Party,
Radical Women, RSL).. By the
time the Congress ‘itself met, a

. attendance .. (be ond WWP’s

own cadre and immediate sup-
porters) - were - members = of
groups which had been kept out,
forced out or expelled.

" The undemocratic nature of
the Cobo Hall' conference logi-
cally followed from all the bu-

monstration could ‘‘overturn
the Reagan program.’”’ While
this has a militant ring to it, it is
not an honest perspective. The
U.S. ruling class is not going to
abandon its anti-working class
offensive because of one or even
a few large demonstrations. A
half-million people marched on
Solidarity Day—but .this didn’t
stop the government from bust-
ing .the air traffic controllers’
union, much less halt the broad-
er offensive against working
and oppressed people.

Serious resistance to Rea-
gan’s attacks, much less ‘‘over-
turning them,”” will take a level
of organization and conscious-
ness that won’t be built over-
night. Coordinated mass strike
action, factory occupations and
other” mass mobilizations, in-
cluding workifig class political
action, will be needed. In Brit--
ain, where Thatcher is imple-
menting a program- similar to
Reagan’s, workers have struck,
demonstrated and even rioted
without yet forcing Thatcher’s
government to back off its at-
tacks. One large movement de-
monstration here in this coun-
try—even a very militant one—
will hardly ‘‘overturn . Rea-
ganism.’

Workers World knows this.
Apparently, however, the WWP
believes that if people are told
that the enemy is powerful and
the struggle will be long and
hard—if people are told the
truth, in other words—then
. ‘‘the masses will not act.”” So,
instead, people are lied to. This
is an approach that looks at
working people as passive, and
in fact rather stupid objects,
who can ofily be manipulated
into struggling on the basis of
false promises and false per-
spectives.

This approach virtually guar-
anteed that the APC would not
be a serious, meaningful confer-
ence. If real discussion over the
nature of the ruling class offen-
sive and the tasks in organizing
a fightback had been allowed,
the bubble of hype Workers
World had created would have
been burst.

The result was that people at
the APC were treated to a bar-

_rage of rhetorical speeches de-
. signed to “‘whip people up”’—
and avoid all difficult ques-
tions. This was probably what
most angered the many serious
activists who came to the con-
ference. They were being treated
precisely as—passive and rather
stugidiobjects. Who could really
believe Workers World leader
(though he was never identified
as such) Larry Holmes when, in
speaking of the proposed
‘“‘National Days of Resistance’’
(planned for April 24-May 2),
he claimed: ‘“We’ll surround
the U.S. Congress and, stay
there until it votes to reverse the
cuts’'??1!

Pla.ying into
the hands of
the Democrats

There was an additional,
somewhat more hidden aspect
of Workers World’s dishonest
approach. This was its use of
the slogan ‘‘Overturn the Rea-
gan program.’’ Many people in-
terpret ‘‘Reaganism’’ or - the
‘“Reagan program”’ to mean the
specific policies of the Republi-
can Party, rather than the poli-
cies of the ruling class as a
whole. And, unfortunately, all
too many people have illusions
that the Democratic Party—the
so-call®d friends of poor and
working people—represents an
alternative.

WWP deliberately tried to
pander to these illusions. Litera-
ture building for the APC often
used phrases such as “We can’t
wait for the 1984 elections.”
Since the 1984 elections will al-
most certainly be a contest be-
tween the Democrats and Re- .
publicans, this suggested to peo-
ple that what the APC was
about was defeating the Repub-
licans. In fact, a reasonable per-
son could only interpret the slo-

‘gan ‘““‘Overturn the Reagan pro-

gram’’ as meaning replacing the
Republicans with the - Demo-

crats—certainly people: weren't

(Contmued‘ on page 16)
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PATCO Strike Defeéled; Philly Teachers” Walkout Ends Wit Mixed Resuls

will turn into a rout of the whole labor

But despite all the trouble the govern-
- ment is having rebuilding the system—
The defeat of the air traffic control- the first class of post-strike trainees had
ers’ strike became complete October 22  the highest dropout and flunkout rates
when the Professional Air Traffic Con- in history—the Reagan administration
troliers Organization (PATCO) was de- seems adamant about no deals.
certified as a bargaining agent. The de- One of the most dangerous results of
certification, demanded by Reagan, the defeat of the PATCO strike is that it
took effect October 27 after unsuccess- gives the green light to -other union-
ful union court appeals and means the ‘busting efforts, particularly against
_ destruction of PATCO. . - . public workers. The first major public
The PATCO strike was defeated in a  workers’ strike since PATCO’s was the
matter of weeks when the controllers got walkout of the Philadelphia teachers.
little substantive hzlp from the rest of Last month, in the midst of the strike,
the labor movement. Acting alone, .the we wrote: ““If the teachers are fired for
controllers were just not able to shut striking, the apparent defeat of PATCO
~down the airports. The PATCO leader- " " :
ship weakened the strike as well. Instea
of ‘working to.spread the strike, they
were on a continual quest for a back
room deal from Reagan, whom they hay
supported in the 1980 election. % .
Just because the
feated does n
are running wi
mess. Scheduls

By WILLIAM FALK

movement. If teachers successfully de-
fend their contract rights by striking, the
“ruling  class’s union-busiing offensive
will have been dealt a significant biow.”’
The result of the strike was something
in between. The strike began when the
school board refused to honor the pro-
visions of a two-year contract they had
signed with the Philadelphia Federa-
tion of Teachers (PFT) in September
1980. Claiming there was no money,
they announced layoffs for 3,500 teach-
ers and aides despite a no-layoff clause,
and said that a 10 percent pay increase
due this year whuld not be paid. The
PFT demanded nothing more than the
terms of the legal contract signed a year
ago and walked out on September 8.
THE strike was a very bitter one and
the citw, did everything it could to break
it and the union. It got a court order
saying the school board did not have to
" obey the contract, but PFT members did,
and imposing a $10,000 a day fine
against the union. The city tried open-
ing schools with scabs, and sent the Phil-
adelphia police against the picket lines.
They “‘suspended with intent to dis-
miss’” 53 union members arrested on the
lines. And after years of racist neglect of
the 70-percent Black schools, the city

8 suddenly began crying buckets over the

L workers at three Midwestern plants to
wage cuts or work rule changes by threaten-

; harm done to the children by the strike
* and tried to exploit Black community

suspicions of the 60-percent white
union.

Despite all this, union morale re-
‘mained strong and the picket lines full.

* At the end of October the Central Labor

Council passed a call for a citywide
general strike on October 28 in support
of the teachers’ union. '

In fact, none of the labor leaders were
serious about this general strike. Most

. some sort of deal was struck. On Ccto-

Timken workers coerced info 11-year strike ban

unions merely suggested that off-duty
workers go to a strike support rall}
downtown, and diq,not say they would
extend union protection to workers who
actually struck. Most crucially, the head
of Transport Workers Locul 234 did not
order his members, who run the city's
trolleys, buses and subways, to stay off
the job. L .

With the labor leaders anxious to
avoid their so-called general strike, and
the city government having failed to
cither break the strike or run the schools
without union members, it appears that

ber 27, the day before the ‘“‘general
strike,”” there was suddenly a new court
ruling, again ordering PFT members
back to work. But this time it also
ordered the school board to rescind the
3,500 layoffs and negotiate any changes
from the contract provisions in force
during the 1980-81 school year. John
Murray, the head of the PFT, asked his
members to return to work while the
school board announced it would obey
the new o .

THE 10-percent wage increase prom-
ised last year is now a subject for nego-
tiation and it is doubtful that the union
will get all of it. Nor is there any
guarantee about future layoffs; that is
also a subject for negotiation. But the
unilateral layoffs were stopped, and all
teachers are back to work, including
those suspended because of picket line
arrests. ‘And the PFT, unlike PATCO, is
intact, at least for now.

over 900 United Auto Workers (U :
its Sheffield, Alabama, aluminum castings plan
taKe a 50 percent cut in wages and bene r
claims that “‘high labor costs’’ are resp

the plant’s losing money for the pa;
October 27 it issued an ultimatum
threatening to shut down the-plant'on
1982, unless they agreed to junk the nation:
UAW agreemérit and negotiate a separate co
including the cuts. It also 6ffered to sell'the

that the cuts would be necessary to keep the plant-
open whether or not workers bought it.

On October 31 the UAW International rejected
Ford’s demands as a violation of the union’s

national agreement with the company. Ford is now,

asking leaders of the UAW Local 255, which
represents the Sheffield workers, to poll them and
see if they are interested in buying the plant. But
Local 255 President Lavoye McCanless opposes any
buy-out, declaring: “They would be using your
money to make money.”’ PR

The Sheffield ultimatum is part of a wider Ford
plan to weaken the UAW and attack the wages and
working conditions of its workers. Earlier this year
the UAW rejected company demands to renego-
tiate the national contract. Since then the company

ing shut 15. This offensive is just a prelude to
hat Ford workers—and all autoworkers
€Ct in next year’s contract round. Ford
$334.5 million in the third quarter of 1981

alorie, while General Motors lost even more. Both
companies have already made it clear that they will
trytore er their losses by demanding enormous
wage an fit concessions, similar to those

. Chrysler Wé’fkers gave up over the past two years, in
’the 1982 contract negotiations.

B Upji'g’)ni:mip"ﬂpus‘tqn organizing drive

. Ir_z a major effort by the labor movement to
unionize workers in the South, the AFL-CIO has
an‘nbgnced it will open an organizing drive by over
30 unions in Houston, Texas. Initial plans for the
Houston Organizing Project were discussed at a
conference in Houston on October 23. Right now
less than 20 percent of Houston workers gelong to
unions. The Oil,"‘Chemical and Atomic Workers
union plargs‘ to try'to organize workers at refineries
and petro-chemical plants in the Houston area. The

Service Employees International Union is working -

with District 1199 to reach 30,000 hospital and
‘healthcare workers in the city. The UAW the
USWA, AFSCME and several construction unions
are among other unions participating in the drive,

The Timken Company has successfully black-
mailed steelworkers at three of its Ohio plants into
accepting an 11-year strike ban and other conces-
sions in return for its promise to build a new steel
mill in the state. On November 2 the workers, all

members of the United Steelworkers union (USWA),

voted by 3,446-334 to accept a contract that

includes a ban on strikes and picketing; an 11-year -

moratorium on grievances over assignments at the
new plant; a 20 percent wage cut for new hires

during fheir first 120 days of work; and freedom for

the company to ignore the union’s senjority system
In selecting workers for the naw mill when it is

. ; completed. Timken had threatened to build the mill -

in Tennessee or Kentucky, rather than in Canton,
Ohio, if workers did not agree to the concessions.

Harry Mayfield, director of USWA District 27,
and local USWA leaders in Canton, Wooster-and
Columbus had favored granting Timken’s demands
in order to.keep the proposed plant, which will
provide 800 jobs, in Canton. But in mid-October
workers voted down the contract package by a 727
?22 margin. After the vote, Timken agreed to drop
lts. demand that 250 workers give up incentive pay

-raises totaling up-to $5,000 each over a five-year |
period, Union leaders then argued that the workers
wages and ‘‘permanent benefits’” would remain
“‘exactly the same’’ under the proposed contract,

. gnd won support for it in a second vote.

—PB
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“We’'re going to sock it
you.”’

Those were the words of Ne
York City Mayor Ed Koch, a
plauding a recent ruling th
penalized—the city’s tran
workers for striking in Ap
1980 by taking away th
union’s dues checkoff rights.
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sections of the city’s lab
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TWU’s Dues
Checkoff
Suspended

By W.E. SCHWEIZER

““We’re going to sock it to
you.”

Those were the words of New
York City Mayor Ed Koch, ap-
plauding a recent ruling that
penalized the city’s transit
workers for striking in April
1980 by taking away their
union’s dues checkoff rights.

NY’s transit workers, histor-
ically one of the strongest
sections of the city’s labor
movement, have been -ear-
marked by theicity government
for a union-busting campaign.
A series of attacks on the
workers and their union, the
Transport Workers Union
(TWU); began three ‘months
ago—nght after Reagan fired
stnkmg air traffic contm]lers
and moved to bust their union.

Already, New York transit

,kworkers had been hit hard as the,

cuy tried to sg}éye its financial

slashing social services.
being the best paid workers in

" the industry nationally in 1974,
'NY transit workers fell to about

40th in 1980.

Now the. city is going for
blood. Although the campaign
agamst ‘the TWU has stalled re-
cenﬂy, the c1ty is getting ready
for an all-out battle’ when the

_ TWU’s contract and those of all
“municipal workers expire next

year. - -

t TA éttacking

benefits, COLA

The latest round of attacks’
began when the Metropolitan

- Transportation Authority (TA)

announced it was changing bus
schedules to eliminate the paid

“lunch periods of thousands of

bus drivers. Traditionally, thgy
had been paid under a verbal
agreement with the TWU.
However, when the TA post-
most
drivers resisted by refusing to
bid for assignments, while the

union leadership took-the issue -
to arbitration. The union-won,

but arbitrator Theodore Kheel
ominously added that the TA
was free to take away the paid
lunches when the union’s con-
tract expires next April.
“There are too many god-
damned verbal agreements,”
says John Black, a rank and file
activist in the TWU. ‘The
TWU leadership bas been play-

is by attacking workers an@ ..ga
From . aw
_ arbitrators’ award and declared

ing ball with the TA in terms of
verbal agreements and now the
TA wants them back. And if
they get them all back, we might
as well be slaves,”

At the same time, thé TA
went after transit workers’ cost-
of-living allowance (COLA).
Under the sellout contract
which transit workers were
forced to accept in 1980, COLA

payments were tied to produc-

tivity gains. When this fall’s
scheduled increase came up, the
TA claimed that productivity
hadn’t gone up enough and

tried to cut the payment by

more than_half.

However, t
el agam ruled’in favor of the
union. But the whole questron—
indeed whether thre is to be
any COLA at all, along with
everythmg else the union has
ts thrown up for
‘year. in_ the _new

that transrt workers “‘rip_us off
like a carcass

It was after these first two
attacks that the New York
Public. Employee Relations

Board (PERB) took away the.

TWU’s dues checkoff for 18
months as ‘punishment for the
transit strike in April 1980.
Under a checkoff system,
union dues are automatically
deducted from members’ pay-

New York City workers march in Sl;[;port of tr

checks and forwarded in a lump
sum to the union. Taking this
away forces the union to spend
a great deal of effort simply
collecting dues from thousands
of individual members and rep-
resents a serious weakening of
the union. (In the same deci-
sion, the PERB also eliminated
the dues checkoff for the United
Federation of Teachers in retal-
iation for its “strike .in 1975
against layoffsﬁ',«:,} and budget
cuts. )

The PhRB actcd under New
York’s "Taylor ;Law, which
makes it illegal for public
workers to strike; Under its
terms the TWU and two other

$1,500 11 'in fines out of their pay-
checks

New York’s capitalist news-
papers have done their part in
creating an atmospliere in which
the crty-eqnld attack the transit
workers ‘at- will. Under such
titles as “Doomsday Express,’’
both the Post and the Daily
News - have run lurid stories
trying to. pit riders against

. workers. by blaming transit

sit worker;in
1980. Mayor Ed Koch is unleashing new offensive against TWU.

breakdowns, delays, dirt and
crime on ‘‘incompetent’ and
“lazy”” workers.

In fact, it is the capitalist
rulers of New York—not
““lazy”’ transit workers-—who
have run the system into the
ground. Instead of spending
enough money for adequate
maintenance and service, and
attracting more riders through
lower fares, they have handed
over billions to the banks and
the rich to pay off numerous
transit bond issues. They have
allowed the TA to build up a
vast and unproductive bureau-
cracy in its headquarters. And
_.now they are propgsing to take

“more than a billion dollars

‘which could go to transit and
build an $8,000-per-inch super-
highway down the west side of
Manhattan. It is to the transit
workers’ credit that the system
hasn’t brokén down entirely.

Union leadership
urging retreat -

While the city prepares for
battle, the TWU leadership is
urging retreat. In August, when

the TA began attacking the bus
drivers, TWU Local 100 Presi-
dent John Lawe offered to give
up the union’s traditional stand
of ““No Contract, No Work”’ in
favor of binding arbitration.
And while it is true that the
TWU has won a couple of small
victories from atbitration this
fall, the arbitrators themselves
have already signalled that all
bets are off when the contract
expires next spring.

Clearly, rank and file transit
workers need to organize to
defend themselves. This will not
be easy. Despite sporadic re-

- sistance, the transit rank and

file has been demoralized since
their strike was sold out last
year. The Local 100 elections
this fall reflect this. Two years
ago Lawe won only because
three rank and file slates split
the vote against him. This year
threatens to be a repeat.
‘““There’s not a split in the lead-
ership, but in the rank and
file,”” says Black, who is run-
ning for office himself on one
of the rank and file slates.
““They feel\ that it’s useless—
someonghas done it before, but
failed. It’s almost impossible to
deal with this monster.”

But if transit workers don’t
organize and unite with other
city workers, the next few years
will be grim. A defeat in next
April’s contract struggle will
further demoralize transit work-
ers and weaken the union. It
will also set the stage for more
attacks on all the other munici-
pal union$ when their contracts
expire in-June. Farther on, there
will be a new fiscal crisis and
workers in the Housing Author-
ity have already been told to
expect a new round of layoffs.
But a successful defense by
transit workers could be a
powerful force in building a
united working class movement
to. stop these attacks.[]

G.M. Destroys Poletown
‘~—Then Postpones Plant

In 1980 General Motors agreed to build a new auto plant on
the site of Chrysler’s abandoned Hamtramck Assembly plant in
Detroit, if the city would enlarge the site by destroying Poletown, a
multi-national working class community where 3,500 people lived.
GM argued that this was a small price to pay for jobs and progress.
But the residents of Poletown, who were given o say in the matter,
were outraged and waged a militant struggle to save their
community. With Mayor Coleman Young and the Detroit City
Council siding with GM, however, the people of Poletown were o
unable to save their community. Poletown was ‘razed to ‘make way"
for the new plant, which GM said would open in 1983,
,. Lately a rumor has been sweeping Detroit that GM has decided E
~ to kill the plant. GM officials righteously denied the charge. But on:
November 3 they did admit—for the first time—that the plant’s
opening would be ‘‘delayed’’ for a year. The company is slowing
down constructlon because plunging auto sala afe eatmg to'it:
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Indians in South Africa reject gov't maneuvers

The Indian people of Azania (South Africa) dealt Prime
Minister Pieter Botha’s apartheid government a stinging defeat on
November 4 when they boycotted elections for a powerless ‘‘South
African Indian Council.”’ Some 320,000 adults, out of a total
800,000 Indian population registered for the election following
government warnings that those who did not register would be
prosecuted and fined. But over 90 percent of those who registered
refused to vote in the elections.

Botha’s government is trying to isolate the country’s Black
majority by granting concessions to other oppressed national
groups. The government is planning to give the country’s Indian
and mixed-race populations token national political representation,
while denying it to Blacks. Its decision to allow elections for the
council, instead of continuing to appoint its members, was a pre-
liminary step in this direction.

But the Indian people overwhelmingly rejected this maneuver.
At a November 1 rally in Lenasia, an Indian district outside Johan-
nesburg, a crowd of 3,000 condemned the election. They showed
their solidarity with the Black struggle against apartheid by cheer-

ing references to Nelson Mandela, the imprisoned leader of the
African National Congress, and by chanting the Black freedom
slogan “‘Amandla!”’ (‘“‘Power!”’).

USS. campaign threatens war in Caribbean

On November 4, the New York Times reported that the Penta-
gon is considering ‘“what U.S. forces could do if these was a deci-
sion to blockade Nicaragua or launch certain types of operations
against Cuba.”” Proposed operations include a show of U.S. air
power, naval exercises, an arms quarantine, a total blockade, or an
invasion of Cuba by U.S. and'Latin American troops.

This report is just one part of a campaign by the Reagan ad- -
ministration to intimidate Caribbean and Central Ameritan govern-
ments with the threat of U.S/intervention. Other elements in the
administration’s campaign ‘include: 1) a closed meeting of the Con-
ference of American Armies held November 3-5, where Defense
Secretary Caspar Weinberger reportedly stressed united action
against ‘“terrorism, subversion and armed insurrection”’ in Central
Amerifa in a speech to military commanders from 20 Latin
American and Caribbean states; 2) an October 27 report that the
governments of El Sa.lvador, Guatemala and Honduras are consid-
ering ‘““regional actions’’ if Salvadorean guerrillas flee into ‘‘neigh-
boring countries;’’ 3) joint U.S. naval maneuvers held October 5-7
‘‘to show the countries of Central America that the U.S. will stand
behind them in the event that they are attacked by Cuba or Nica- -
ragua;”’ 4) a diplomatic offensive against the Cuban government.
The Jamaican government broke diplomatic relations with-Cuba .
on October 29. Earlier this year the Colombian, Ecuadorean and
Costa Rican governments also severed relations with Cuba.

All these actions have two purposes. First, they are meant to
intimidate the Cuban, Nicaraguan and Grenadan governments
from aiding national liberation movements in the region. Second,
they are intended to lay a basis for U.S. military intervention if and
when it becomes necessary.

As the accompanying article explains, national hberanon
movements are mounting a serious threat-to U.S. imperialist domi-
nation of Central America and the Caribbean. In particular, in-
surgents led by the FMLN are gaining ground in their war against
the U.S.-backed military regime in El Salvador. On October 15
they destroyed the Puente de Oro (Golden Bridge), cutting off the
major land route to the eastern half of the country. Then on
October 31 they isolated the town of Suchitoto, in western El Sal-
vador, by blowing up.a bridge over the Sucio River.

A major debate is raging within the administration over how
to contain the Central American liberation movements. Secretary
of State Alexander Haig reportediy believes that the U.S. will
“‘Jose’’ El Salvador unless it cuts off the FMLN supplies “‘at the
source’’ through military intervention against Cuba and
Nicaragua. But according to the Washington Post, the Defense
Department and the Joint Chiefs of Staff are opposing such action
at this time. They believe the kinds of actions Haig is demanding
will not succeed. Moreover, they fear that U.S. military interven-

tion would provoke massive protests within the U.S. itself,
’ —PB

PAGE 10/ TORCH/NOVEMBER I5-DECEMBER 14, 1981

Central America:
A Reglon in Revolf

The following is the first part
of a talk on the situation in
Central America and U.S. im-
perialism’s response to it given
by Franz Morgan to a meeting
of the RSL’s Central Commit-
tee held September 26-27. The
second part will appear in the
next issue of the Torch/La
Antorcha.

After decades of relative sta-
bility, Central America today is
in turmoil, and the situation is
posing a serious challenge to
continued U.S. imperialist con-
trol of the region. Recent years
have seen a number of signifi-
cant new political developments
in Central America, such as the
renegotiation of the Panama
Canal Treaty; the discovery of
oil in Mexico and the subsequent
rise of ‘Mexico’s world stature;
revolutions in Nicaragua, El
Salvador and Guatemala; an
economic collapse throughout
the region, including in histor-
ically stable Costa Rica; and,
recently, the independence - of
tiny, weak Belize, which may
touch off a new war if Guate-
mala tries to take it over.

Political alignments in the
region have shifted. Panama
and’ Mexi€o, though still U.S.
allies, have become mavericks
and frequently disagree with the
U.Sx» especially in foreign pol-
icy matters.. Nicaragua under
the Sandinistas (Frente Sandi-
nista de Liberacién Nacional—
FSLN) is cssennally a left social
democratic regime, with grow-
ing ties to the state-capltahst
countries. Rebels in El Salvador
and Guatemala are following
the basic political model set by
the FSLN, and they are likely to
be eventually victorious.in their
national liberation wars. Even
the Central American rightists
are not as obedient to the U:S..

as they once were. In El Sal- |

vador and Guatémala,. for ex-
ample, the U.S. has been unable
to control the excesses of the
neo-fascist military and rightist
gangs.

U.S. imperialism’s strategic
response to the Central Ameri-
can crisis has several aspects.
The first response is to throw
money at the problem. Massive
economic and military -aid is
pouring into El Salvador- and
Honduras and will soon start

. flowing to Guatemala (after a
- brief suspension under Carter

due to ‘‘human rights viola-

tions’”). The intent is to create a

military alliance between the
three right-wing military re-
gimes in Honduras, El Salvador
.and Guatemala. This alliance,
dubbed the “Iron Triangle,”

ould serve as a huge conserva-
tive bloc, a policeman for
Central America, available to
serve as the U.S. proxy in case
of continued rebellion.

To win support for this
strategy, the U.S. is waging an
intense propaganda campaign
to portray the Iron Triangle
regimes as popular, progressive
and ‘“‘moving toward demo-
cracy.” Another crucial aspect
of the propaganda front is to
exaggerate or invent the danger
of a Soviet/Cuban threat to the
region. Finally, the strategy
requirés the perspective of *‘sav-
ing’’ Mexico, the ultimate dom-
ino, at all costs. Nicaragua,
Honduras and El Salvador have
very little economic significance
for U.S. imperialism. The strug-
gle there—to the U.S.—is large-
ly a war for political advantage,
not investments. While Guate-
mala is considerably more sig-
nificant to the U.S., it is Mexico
which absolutely cannot be lost.

Mexico has one of the world’s
largest oil reserves, billions in

‘U.S. investments, 70 million
people and a 2,000-mile lightly
guarded frontier with the U.S.
Politica] turmoil in Mexico im-
mediately affects the entire U.S.
Southwest. through its large
Chicano and Mexican pdpula-

‘tion. If the Central American

political: revo!qtions are not
stopped south of Mexico, U.S.
imperialism is in big trouble.

Nicaragua

-~ Nicaraguan society today is

-extremely unstable. The FSLN’s
attempts to build a-pluralistic,
mixed-economy, social demo-
cratic-type society have run up
against severe hostility from
U.S. imperialism, resistance
from the native capitalist class,
and -insistent wage, workplace,
and consumer demands from
workers and small farmers. The

‘current Nicaraguan crisis . is

driving the FSLN faster than it
wants to go toward state capi-
talism~—toward repressive mea-
sures against both private capi-
talists and the working class.

" New laws against the capitalists, .

to prevent capital flight, hoard-
ing, and abandonment of fac-
tories and fields, are combined

with new laws against strikes,
land occupations and factory
takeovers and a big drive to
increase productivity.

The FSLN has hoped to de-
fuse discontent by following the
Cuban model of mass popular
mobilizations. The literacy cam-
paign and the recent universal

- militia training are examples of

this. Such mobilizations serve to
arouse genuine patriotic senti-
ment and divert people’s atten-
tion toward external enemies
and away from the FSLN
policies themselves.

" For its part, U.S. imperial-
ism has waged a serious cam-
paign to destabilize Nicaragua,
using military threats, eco-
nomic strangulation, and politi-
cal intervention.

All U.S. loans and aid to the
FSLUovemment have been
cut off, while private sector aid
continues to flow to Nicaraguan
capitalists. The World Bank
and other international lending
bodies have been pressured by
the U.S. to also cut off or
reduce aid to Nicaragua. Nica-

raguan capitalists, who still’

own 60 percent of all means of

. production, have been encour-

aged to.decapitalize, abandon

Nicaraguan youths celebrate fall
of Somoza regime in 1979.

properties, and delay crop
planting.
And in addition to an inter-

national propaganda campaign -

to isolate the FSLN, CIA agents
have been active, especially on-
Nicaragua’s remote Atlantic
Coast, taking full advantage of
the existing -legitimate com-
plaints of the area’s minority
Black and Indian peoples.
While the U.S. continues to
play games with Nicaragua,
making an occasional positive
comment here, a hint of new aid
there, the overall U.S. posture is
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hostile and will remain so. The
FSLN’s slide toward state cap-
italism will continue, the speed
of the process depending on the
speed with which the crisis
develops (including the develop-
ment of a worker opposition
and the development of an
external military threat). The
more threatened the FSLN
feels, the faster will it move to
embrace full state capitalism.
But ironically, the faster it does
this, the more threatened it will
be, It is very unlikely that
Russia will be willing to take
responsibility for another thor-
oughly” dependent client state
in the Western Hemisphere,
Cuba is toa much of a drain on

Interestingly, Fidel Castro
knows this, and has warned the
FSLN not to follow the Cuban

-them already.

“road. And Reagan, after all his

anti-communist chesi-beating,
will be no more inclined to
accept another Cuba in “Amer-
ica’s backyard.”” With theése

_ directions and forces at play,

the danger of a U.S. military
intervention in Nicaragua (eith-
er directly or through proxies)
appears:very great.

P
cessing. It has oil reﬁmrlss ut

NICARAGUA —
COSTA RICA

narie (FD

itary ,
movement ihe Frente '

no oil. Its main
energy sourceis hy- -
droelectric  power,
which it produces
in large quantity—
enough to supply
all. _of Central
America.

Since the begin-
ning of the civil
war, -El Salvador's
economy has virtu-
ally collapsed, Pro-
duction . has de-
clined 16 percent.
Some $800 million
in capital has been
taken out of the

gountry. The cur-

rent budget has a

deficit of $100 million, The
inflation rate is at 80 percent.
Half the working-age popula-
tion is uncmployedv Most of
this year's coffee crop  was
afflieted hy blight and the sugar
harves. was only half as big as
last year's, Somg of this damage
is the result of a gnceessful rebel
campaign of economic sabotage
which has knocked out 45
bridges and many power lines
during the past month. In a
nation with so much electric
pawer, its cities suffer blackouts

_nearly every day.

_The mling mi!!tgr unts sur-
ly thanks 't g le 8, aid,

dvuy Al ﬁight, thé
cireul

al\?adors
mall farmers alm niversal—~
y “suppert the -

‘ iFrents Demeoeritico Rwolueio:
Rakevolutlen}:{y .

upper class it.. The
FDR's pmgram is taﬂgred f@r

. A.l!gmic .
- Qeean

Aaica

Caripped® 2 8>

nt'of its armed forces -

Salvadorean small farmers wniversally sup-
port FDR/FMLN.

bd

the broadest, cross-class sup-
port, It is explicitly non-soeial-
ist, claims that the working class
is not able to rule alone, but
needs middle and upper class
liberals to help. It stands for a
pluralistic, mixed economy, on
the Nicaraguan model.
Despite its growing strength
and the junta’s total dependen-
¢y on LLS. aid, the FDR doesn’t
expeet thar U8, giq 1o end

no military vietory f ]
two years. Since FDR/FMLN
predietions, in the past have

we &hgglg,;ak@ this two years a8
a minimum. A.. prolonged
guerr illa war is Jikely, with

EEVE HE

“~During the past year, 40,000
‘Guatemalan peasant refugcas
“haveerossed over into the south-
state of Chiapas,

ﬂ%»’
fle 4 bloody civil war
at' st of them are In-
dians W anguage is Mayan,

not Spanish, Many are illiterate.
The Mexﬁfan sowmmem calls
A% il J

by Guatema-
r hometown.

lan trggps int

Forty-six wegg granted political

asylgm were placed on

least 100" are known to have
been killed by Guatemalan
troops.

This incident provoked a-mi-
nor scandal in Mexico.- The
coordlnator of the Mexican
govcrnmems commission . for
refugee.s, ‘Gabriel Fraga, re-
signed in" protest  along with
most of his staff. The UN’s

g“ .. tien of nu
an. ' These large
. §ees in R state

slowly increasing international
diplomatic support for the
FDR.

For now, the U.S. is keeping
its bets on the junta’s Chris-
tian Democratic front man, José
Napoledén Duarte, although his
base has eroded to almost
nothing. Duarte’s recent trip to
the U.5. was a failure for him.
He recejved only a coldly polite
reception, no ringing endorse-
ments and no dinner at the
White House. Duarte, who was
picked originally by the Carter
administration because of his
“‘democrati¢’’ appearance and
credentials, may be on his way
out. The U.8. has gained noth-
ing from their present strategy
in El Salvador. Duarte has
failed to recreate the “*democra-
tic center.”” Most of his own
party has deserted him to go
over to _the FDR.

Meanwhile, the openly right-
wing forces are itching to take
over, to dump Duarte and his
phony “‘reforms.’" With fipan-
cial backing from the hig capi-
talists and landowners, they are
now claiming to be the only
force capable of saving the
economy. Duarte is still on top,
but the U.8. appears to be
tlting toward his rightist oppo-
nents. They may wait for the
cleetions, planned for mnext
Mareh, in order ta remove

: =—Mexico Deports-
uafemalan Refugees

Htgt; Commission for Refugees'

alse Jssued a sharp protest,
“These peaple were Jrfma facle
refugees,”" said g UN spokos-
person. ““The, gm{ Is that when
they were scm b many were
murdered,””

Fraga's replacement as head
of the Mexican refuges commis-
sion I8 Luis Ortiz Monasterio,
whe denies that the issue has
anything to do with Central
American politics. "I’ 8 gues-
y'' says Ortiz.

bers of refu-
‘lke Chiapas
muld rsdlsglly affect our sta-

For the Mexican government,
its southern frontier area is espe-
cially sensitive. It contains the

" nation’s major oil deposits as

well as a large, poor, Indian
pqpulauonr Land disputes and
Iabor eonflicts are already com-
mon in Chiapas, and the gov-
ernment wanis no refugee camps
where Guatemalan  rebel in-
fluence could grow.

Mexico’s hard line against the
refugees has plaggd it in an em-
barassing international posinon
“If we cominus this policy,”
admils Commissioner Ortiz, *it
could be argued that we have no

‘are pezse vl peop}

- say to them— »

Duarte ‘‘democratically.””

One thing the U.S. definitely
does not want is another Viet-
nain in El Salvador, with its
domestic opposition, high body
counts and international isola-
tion. To the Reagan administra-
tion, the mistake of Vietnam
was not going in for a quick
victory, in effect, not ‘‘nuking
Hanoi.” This is the attitude
they will take toward any
stepped-up intervention in El
Salvador.lIf the U.8. goes in in
a big way, we can expect it to be
fast and ‘‘clean,”’ (at least
they'll try to make it that way)
and it may very well include a
rollback of the revolution in
Nicaragua as well.

More likely in the short run,
is a regionalization of ihe
conflict through joint military
operations of the Iron Triangle
couniries—Honduras, Guate-
mala and El Salvador. This has
already been tried successfully
along the Honduras-El Salva-
dor border with ‘‘Qperation
Sandwich,’ designed to seal the
border, cut off rebel supply
routes and terrorize the local
pepulation into submission.

Next month, part two of
Morgan's talk will discuss Gua-
temala and Honduras, and will

tline a revolutionary, work-

class perspective for the
region.

moral authority to insist on bet-
ter treatment for our cit. 'ns In
the United Btates,"

_But the depoertations go on.
Flvo hundred more people were

expelled in October. Shortly af-
terward, a priest {n the Mexican
border tawn of Cludad Cuauh-
temae reported the discovery of
18 corpses which had floated
across the San Cregorio River
from Guatemala. All had been
mummd One's cyes were
gouged ou

~The & mm?y of Guatemala’s
right-wing military regime is to

" confrol its rebel guerrilla armies

by creating an empty no-man's
land along the border. Its meth-
od is mass terror. And Mexico,
despite its liberal international
image, has become a wimng
partner,

- The repercussions of this pol-
iey ‘may return to ha,um bath
govemmems as thg struggle
grows. One Gu@tem@lan refu-
gee, interviewed in the Mexican
dajly Uno Mis Unq, said: *All
of us ang alung llle river bank
+  We ‘had
nmhinngalusu exovm

f.
. But now, ves, 1 have four little

sons. If there wm ns I would
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By PAUL BENJAMIN

On November 4, General Wojciech
Jaruzelski, Poland’s Prime Minister and
recently chosen leader of the ruling
Polish United Workers Party (PUWP),
met with Solidarity head Lech Walesa
and Archbishop J6zef Glemp, head of
the Polish Roman Catholic Church, to
seek their cooperation in solving the
country’s political and economic crisis.
According to a government press re-
lease, the three ‘‘exchanged views on
ways to overcome the crisis, and the pos-
sibility of forming a Front of National
Agreement,”’ described .as ‘‘a perma-
nent platform for dialogue and consul-
tation of the political and social forces
on the basis of the constitution,”’

On the surface, the proposed Front
would appear to-be a major concession
by the government to the union. In Aug-
ust 1980, when the PUWP recognized
the workers® right to form indepéndent
unions in the Gdansk accords, the
workers, under terms of the agreement,
had to accept the “‘leading role’’ of the
PUWP in Polish society, and agree not
to form an opposition party or otherwise
challenge the PUWP’s monopoly of
political power. Now the PUWP .is-ap-
parently offering to share power .with
Solidarity through the proposed ‘F

But in reality, the so—called‘

Pohsh state.capitalists’ long
paign to co—opt and defuse th

struggles of the Polish workers.
Although Stanislaw Kania, who took

over the government following the:

Gdansk accords, was under constant
pressure from the Russian ruling class
and hardliners within the PUWP to
refuse any further concessions to the
union, he was incapable of stemming the

tide. Meanwhile, Walesa was under -

similar pressure from within Solidarity
to defend and extend the gains the
workers had already won. Consequent-

» ly, union and government leaders were.
unable to reach an accommodation,

despite their mutual desires to do so.

The result was an unstable and explo-
sive dual power situation in which the
PUWP held the state apparatus while
Solidarity became the real representauve
of the Polish people.

Today, however, it appears that the
PUWRP is gaining the initiative against
the workers’ movement. In particular,

Walesa’s. “guarded optimism’’ over the

Gains of Polish Worker

Solidarity Moder
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economy. Put bluntly, the Polish econ-
omy is at the point of total collapse.
Above all, people do not have enough

to eat. For instance in Zyrardow, a town

in central Poland about 20 miles south
of Warsaw, workers face a serious bread
sHortage and must wait in line three or
four days hoping, often in vain, to buy
meat. A local Solidarity official told a
national television audience that

Zyrard6w workers could not finish their -

jobs because of hunger, and faced “real
starvation.”’

- The food shortage is only the starkest
* example of the shortages that are para-
lyzing the entire country. In Warsaw,
parts and materials at the Ursus tractor
factory lie rotting because other essen-

) “tial parts are lacking. Cars are lined up

literally for miles because of a gas

shortage. And parents are unable to buy

winter clothes for their: children.

To cope with these shortagés - Polish
workers have been forced to resort to a
barter system, exchanging scarce, de-
sired items like cigarettes and liquor for
essential goods like food or clothing,
and for medical and other services. -

As the economy has crumbled around
(hem, the workers have lashed out
against the government in spontaneous
strikes. In October, they defied both the
government and their own union leader-

Shlp to carry out the blggest strike wave

since the August 1980 revolt. In ‘Zyrar-
dow, 12,000 textile workers, most of
them women, began a' sit-down strike
over food shortages on October 13. In

Tarnobrzeg province, in southeast Po-
land, 180,000 workers walked off their
jobs to protest inadequate food “sup-
plies. And in western Zielona Gora
province, another 120,000 workers
struck after the dismissal of a local
Solidarity official from his job.
Altogether, over 300,000 workers in
36 of Poland’s 49 provinces were on

. strike by October 23. The strike wave led

to a one-hour national strike on October
28 by over nine million workers.
Following the general strike the Zyrar-
dow and Tarnobrzeg workers returned
to their jobs. But as of this writing the
Zielona Gora strike is continuing, and
union Jeaders in other parts of the
cqunitry have issued strike alerts.

In addition to this militancy, the
chaotic condition of the economy is also
producing another reaction—a level of
demoralization and tension among the
workers and between the workers and
the Polish farmers. For example, argu-
ments and fights are breaking out in
front -of shops as workers compete for
places in line. Children are even stealing
shoes and winter clothes from each other
at school. At the same time, conflicts
over the food shortage are emerging
between Solidarity and the farmers’
organization, Rural Solidarity. While
Solidarity leaders are demanding a price
freeze on essential food items, the
farmers are insisting that price in-
creases are necessary in order to give
them an incentive to produce more food.

It is this demoralization and tension

that the PUWP is‘trying to capitalize on

in the present situation. In particular, it
is trying to step forward as the only
force that can get the economy going
again and hold Polish society together.
And for several moriths it has been posi-
tioning itself to do so in various ways.

-First of all, on October 18-the PUWP
Central Committee dismissed Kania as
leader of the party and replaced him
with General Jaruzelski. Jaruzelski is a
mgye credible candidate than Kania for
the role of Polish national savior. Most
important, he comes out of the army,
which still: has popular . support in
Poland, rather than from: the dlscredlted
and corrupt party pv

Second, Jaruze]
of opemng the

made a show
rament to non-party

union and-the church in the proposed
National Front. of "Agreemeént. Jaruzel-
ski also appointed a.leader 0f the Demo-
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deputy prime ‘minister. = .
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Polish government and in Polish society
as a whole. ) )
During the strike wave, Jaruzelski
deployed about 2,000 professional
troops in small detachments around the
country. At first, the government an-
nounced that the troops would be used
to quell ““local disturbances” and en-
force law and order. Later statements,
however, assured the workers that the
soldiers would be used only to check

" corrupt or inefficient managers, and to
speed up dis’tribhtion;pf food and other

goods.

Such assurances are meant to legiti-
mize military intervention in Polish
society and lay the basis for the eventual
use of force agamst the workers if that
becomes necessary. .

At the same time, Jaruzelslg appoint-
ed one general as a member of the
PUWP’s ruhng Politburo, and 20 others
to other. posts in‘hi

the government: against his opponents
on the Politburo-and Central Committee
and lowers the public profile of the dis-
credited PUWP apparatus and increases
that of the more popular army in order
to gain support’_,for his government.

Walesa condemns
‘unjustified strikes’

But these attempts at reorgamzmg the
Polish apparat and giving the PUWP
new credibility. would hardly be suffi-
cient to allow the PUWP to regain the
initiative—if it were not for a key addi-
tional factor.- Thaf is the fact that
Walesa and his allies in the leadership of

Solidarity are, for the first time, openly -

collaboratmg with the
against the workers. )

At a meeting of the union’s National
Committee on October 23, for example,
Walesa insisted that the PUWP’s control
over the government was ‘‘untouch-
able.”” He also.called for the creation of
a new body to settle conflicts between
the PUWP and the union, a proposal
remarkably similar to the government’s
offer of a Front of National Agree-
ment, which was, announced two weeks
later.,

Walesa’s pro—government stance was
revealed most clearly in his response to
the October strike wave. On October 20,
at the height of the workers’ upsurge,
Walesa pushed a resolution through Sol-
ld'arity’s National Committee agreeing
with the PUWP that strikes were ‘‘eco-
nomically harmful’’ and pledging: ‘“We
shall see to it that unjustified protests, or

. government

"those embarked upon before other

ministration. This..
both strengthens aruzelski’s hold. over.

means of .réaching an agreement have
been exhausted, are eliminated.”’

In other words, Walesa forced the
Solidarity leadership to openly declare
its intention of disciplining the workers
for the ruling class.

Eight days later, the -
‘union leadership called
a one-hour token gener-
al strike for the express
purpose of preventing
an “‘explosion’” of local
strikes.  During the
strike itself Walesa car-
ried out a whirlwind
tour of factorie

Warsaw;, ‘telling all the
 workers: he :talked .to
that: ““This’ musg‘be the
last striki .ofits ki !

Liof 4
tified strikes,” even
threatening to resign if
the Natlonal Committee
refused to impose a
strike ban through Jan-
uary. In short, Walesa’s
first concern in - the

fjw‘h(i is now prime minister, defensc minister,
i secretary of the PUWP, has concenirated
unprécedented political power in his own hands.

strike and under what circumstances.

But the opposition to Walesa within
Solidarity is itself deeply divided. This
opposition includes several political
factions that all oppose the PUWP
regime, but do so for very different
reasons. As the Polish crisis deepens,
these groups are coming out into the
open and fighting for leadership within
the union.

Some of these factions represent con-
servative, pro-Western nationalist forces
that are trying to use the workers’
movement to further their own political
concerns.

The most important of these is the
Confederation for an Independent Po-
land (KPN), which reportedly had 100
sympathizers among the 829 delegates at
the union’s recent congress. This group
is trying to capitalize on Polish hatred of
Russian domination to pushsfor a pro-
Western, dictatorial regime to replace
the PUWP. In Katowice, local union
leaders who support the KPN handed
out pictures of Marshal Jozef Pilsudski,
the anti-Semitic miljtary dictator who
ruled Poland from 1926 to 1935.

aftermath of the strike was to carry outx A more moderate conservative group,

his promise to the PUWP that the union.

would police the workers. e
To be sure, Walesa has also called for
“activist strikes,”” in which - workers
would continue to-produce but the union
would decide how and where to distri-
bute food and other goods. While this
proposal sounds very radical, it is really
meant to keep workers on the job.

In fact, Walesa.is supporting Jaruzel-

ski’s campaign to give the army, not the
union, responslblhty for distributing
goods in Poland. He even told the

Zyrardow strikers: “We. should make ,

order-at the bottom through the army.”

Fortunately, Walesa’s
open collaboration with the PUWP is
arousing opposition within Sblidarity’s
National Committee. Thus Walesa was
actually ordered to report back to the
committee as soon as the ‘‘summit”
meeting with Jaruzelski was over. Some
delegates even declared they did not
trust him to negotiate with the PUWP
leaders alone.

The committee also rejected Walesa s
demand far a strike ban. Jan Rulewski,
a committee delegate and leader of Soli-
darity’s Bydgoszcz branch, accused him
of selling out the workers, saying: “You
want to meet Jaruzelski with a gift of a
pacified strike situation.” Instead of the

proposed strike ban, the committee set

up a committee to decide who can call a

increasingly -

‘the Young Poland Movement, is also
active'in Solidarity. It draws its support
mainly from Catholic ifitellectuals, and
hopes eventually to set up a Christian
Democratic Party with close links to the
Catholic Church, along the lines of the
Christian Democratic parties in Western
Europe and Latin America.

However, there is also- a left-wing
opposition in Solidarity, apparently led
by Rulewski, that is opposing Walesa’s ..
efforts to collaborate with the PUWP.
Rulewski defends militant strikes against
the government as the only means
available to the workers to enforce their
demands. He  also insists that the
workers need to fight for ‘‘a completely
new Polish state.”” At the October 23
National Committee meeting, he said:
‘““We'll organize elections ourselves and
create a second parliament.”’ )

Despite this laudable effort to defend
the real interests of the workers, we are’
not sure, however, that the left opposi-
tion in Poland has any clear strategy for -
how the workers can actually move for-
ward in the current situation. For
instance, Rulewski dismisses Walesa’s
warning that continued strikes will lead
to Russian intervention in Poland as an

" empty threat aimed at reining in militant

workers. But the possibility that the
Russian government will invade Poland
if the PUWP is unable to co-opt or crush

the workers’ rebellion is very real. Con-
sequently, militancy alone will not
enable the workers to defend the gains
they have won so far, let alone
overthrow the Polish state capitalists al-
together. Instead, the left opposition
needs to go beyond militant protests and
prepare for a revolutionary struggle
against the PUWP and its Russian ally.

The immediate task facing the left
opposition is to organize its forces into a
disciplined faction that can fight for
leadership within Solidarity. Their fight
against Walesa will not be an easy one,
as many workers still have illusions in
him. But by exposmg Walesa’s attempt
to shackle union militants, afid by
showing that his reformist policies are
actually reinforcing the PUWP’s rule
over Poland, the left can begin breaking
down these illusions.

At the same time, the left must launch
a firm political struggle against the con-
servative nationalist forces inside Soli-
darity. It is only natural that some
Polish workers,” who have endured 35
years of state-capitalist tyranny mas-

- querading as socialism, and who are

fiercely opposed to Russian domination
of their country, are looking to the West
and pro-Western groups in Poland as an
alternative.

But this tendency must be ruthlessly
combatted. Specifically, the left must
warn that a victory for the KPN would
not mean freedom for the Polish
‘workers, but only a new oppression, this
time subjugation to Western-style capi-
talism and Western, rather than Rus-
sian, imperialism.

Moreover. the left n,eds to warr
Polish workers that they should not look
to the U.S. or its allies for help against
the PUWP or the Russian ruling class

Jan Rulewski, a leader of the left oppo-
sition in Solidarity.

On October 21, at the jeight of the
October strike wave, the Washington

" Post complained that Solidarity had no

“self-discipline," and saluted the Polish
-government for “‘acting out of an
evident devotion to some of the highest
needs of the Polish nation.”” The U.S..
and Western ruling classes are in fact
counting on the PUWP to stabilize
Polish. society, as the only means of
salvaging the enormous loans and
investments Western banks and corpora-
tions have made to Poland.

If the PUWP or the: Russian army
attempts to suppress the worker$, these
governments will' weep~ crocodile_tears
over the plight of the workers, but will

(Cormrmed on page 14)
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Crisls of Jamalcan Capitalism Dgapens

RML Holds Successful Congress

On October 16, 17 and 18, the
Revelutionary Marxist League
of Jamalea, West Indies, held
its Second Congress, In twe and
& half days of intense discus-
sion and debate, comrades and
supperters of the RML, aleng
with delegates from the Revolu-
tionary Socialist League, dis-
eussed the present situatien in
Jamaiea and the tasks facing the

RML.,
One of the highlights of the

Congress was the approval of a

motion of fusion between the
RML and the RSL, Along with
a similar vote at the RSL's Fifth
National Conventipn, held in
June of this year, the vote at the
RML Congress completes the
unification of the two drganiza-
tlons inte ene demoporatle cen-
tralm @rganizminn.

Anti-JLP mood
grows as attacks
Increase

The RML Congress was held
In two parts, One was a series of
sesslons Involving only mem-
bers and candldate members of

e infide the OO
army, and send Sxents _“ﬁg

foma
Q%E the ?ol!lh ‘border 1o

- mobllize support for the Poush )

people among workers in ether
Eastern Buropean countrigs op-
pmndh Russian imperlalism
thelr own state-capitalist
rulers. At the same tims, it must
- eall on soldiers in the Pelish
army and the Russlan troeps
alregdy stationed in Poland te
refuse orders te fire en the
workers. if and when thev are
given,

The most urgent problem
facing rhe left is that it is
running out of time, The Polish
people are already frustrated
and exhausted after nearly a
year and a half of struggle, If
they see no solution to their
peeblgms,-they may.explode in

- B ta.neous :trike@, foreing an

Striking worl
eraft attended

§9m uuummp ln lhu United
States and the sirusgle of wg,;gb
ing and oppressed” people
against the escalating:capitalist
attack. ~

The second part of the: elosad

“portion of e Congress way
“devoted to & ‘Tepart and q!av

cussion on the galmeql situation
In Jarmalca and the tt}s of the
%evolu}jlogagv %ﬁgm it

emrade Jon ]
ber of the R * ;
Commltige (B
nature of - the -extrsme
working class prograin '
1y belng carried @ut b‘y the ragﬂ

¢ PUWP are- soekl
because they s

datien, glven the d“ppo oF

a deal that exists beth- w!thln the
PUWP and the ,anion, This
delay will give tha left time to
mobilize workers against Wa-

lesa’s efforts to betray them. -

It's also quite possible that the

negotiations between Walesa

and Jaruzelski will break down,
just as earlier attempts to sta-
bilize Pollsh state capitalism
have failed. Such a breakdown
-ean. only intensify the political
struggle within the union, and
may increass the left's chances
to build a revolutionary faction
that can lead the workers to

vigtery against the Polish ruling .

class. [J
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‘holidays; reheap factory space

7 offd

Hamuy Jamaica Labour Party
(JLP), which took offige a year

ago, Comrade Thomas pointed -

um that the JLP i follawing &
t @.pmngad (10 y lo try to
m the- stalled” Tamalcan
@%me- ﬂﬂ the ofie hand, the

demgulgting thn scong-

ito Lhe‘cmmtw It 18 also
?p@ ?t@ly tﬁ?ﬁltr&;& !’furl
Ll arly LIS pital
%e‘%‘bmry by’ ‘olfer Ing tax

and faciliilvs for vepatriation of
p?ﬁf{fi ‘Ofithe other hand, the

ﬁfova nmam 18 brutally attack-

¢ Ivms standards of the
an ‘workers through a
axation ‘of price controls,
ge resirictions and massive
t Increasés, while increasing’
thy ‘exploitation at the work-
plaaas through widespread lay-
and attacks on the rights
n by workers. In

gr, the JLP s
te & strong antl-

i n;osphmlncrder
1 workers and other
peaple into submis-
his end; the JLP

s -Party of Jamaica
(WPJ), thelocal Stallnist or-

~ *'economic

n
and

al
“‘terrorists’?
saboteurs, ! -

Despite this stratesy, Thomas

nofed; the' JLP has been as

incapable of solving the crisls of
Jamaican capitalisin as was. the
Psapls’s Mational Party (PNP)
in its term.in office. As unem-=
ployment and inflation beth in-
crease and the ‘*‘deliverance’’
promised by the JLP has not
eome, the popularity of the JLP
has declined while that of the
PNP'has increased. At the same
time,. the number - of warking
pe@ple who are looking for a

anii-vi%rkmn class and

4

ring Company In Jamaica, Workers from House-

real aliernative te both the JLP
and PNP is growing.

The tasks of the RML. were
discusued in light of these devel-
apments. As the RML Tasks
and Perspectives document out-
lined: “Our outlook mus( be

oie of continued conseliduilen,;

of siow and steady build
The contral task of the Lcauue
al this thme is sl to maintain
itself, oxtending it influence
whm: possible and using every
‘upening to recruit the ones and
twos w8 members, sympathizers
and supporters.” This position
was adapied unanimously by
the delegates at the Congress.
In addidon to the Tasks and
Perspectives discussar, the
Congress also heard reports
from the Organizing Commitiee
and the RML Women's Com-
mittée by EC member Patsy
Christie. Of lrurtlculgr Interest
wis & dlscussion of the notics-
able upsurge u! militancy and
struggle among working class
womien in Jamalos against dis-
crimination, sexual harassment
ea the lob and walsm  in

oral.
Fpllqwmg this, the del ma
discussed & resolution an
port by Comrade Bill Grier un
histary of the struggle to

‘an international werking
cluss party, focusing on Leon
Trotsky's offorts to organize the
Fourth International. The dele-

- gates discussed a number of tf%

lessons, theoretical and gracti-
cal, of that struggle that would
help the RML and RSL to con-
struct a new imemational party
today.

Play highlights
Housecraft strike
On ‘Suudavyk evening, the Con-

gress’s public session was held
and was attended by 60 mem-

bers and supporters - of the -

RML. Aﬁer opening remarks

by Comrade Christie, solidarity
messages from RML support-
ers, the striking Housecraft
workers, the Standing Strike
Support Committee and the
RSL were read and members
and-supporters of the RML read
revolutionary poetry they had
composed. Comrade Thomas
then gave a clear and incisive
talk about the economic and
political situation in Jamaica
and outlined the decisions of the
closed sessions of the Cangress
concerning the tasks of the
League.

After some questions and dis-
cussion came another of the
highlights of the Congress.
This was a skit (actually, a play)
by members and supporters of
the RML about the struggle of
the workers at Housecraft Man-
ufacturing Company. The
Housecraft workers had been
on strike for eight months over
the wretched conditions in the
Housecraft factory and for the
right to have the union of their
choice.

The skit graphically showed
how Housecraft owner and
manager Lorraine Fung abused
the workers, forced them to
work many hours of overtime.
actually sleep, . oyernight _on
cardboard in the factory, set
them against each other, and
cheated them out of their
wages. 1l revealed how' the
workers came to see what was
being done to them and struck,

.defending their picket line from

the police and learning how the
union bureaucrats and bour-
geols state supports the capital-
ists_against the workers,

Overall, the RML Congress
wai @& success, showing ths
RML to be ready to da the hard
work necessary to bulld e disci-
plined revolytionary erganiza-
tion at & time of & severe capl-
talist otfmsive léalmt the Ja-
malcan workers
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EDITOR
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Of Brinks hold-ups and government repression

Early news reports of a hold-

up of a Brinks armored truck in
Rockland County, NY, on Oc-
tober 20, in which one Brinks
guard was shot dead and two
others wounded, sounded at
first like dozens of other stories
that fill the news these days.
But this one was different: At
one of the police roadblocks set
up around the county, a van
was stopped by the cops, and
when they attempted to open its
back doors, gunmen jumped
cut shooting. In the melee that
followed, two Nyack town cops
were shot and killed, and four
occupants. of the van and two
accompanying cars were cap-
tured.
As is by now well-known,
among those arrested were sev-
eral people who had been self-
declared members of the
Weather Underground, a ter-
rorist faction that emerged out
of Students for a Democratic
Society (SDS) in the late *60s.
These were Katherine Boudin,
Judith Clark and David Gilbert.
Also arrested was Samuel
Brown, who had a long police
record but no known political
identification.

Hold-up sets off

In the three weeks since the
hold-up and shootout, the gov-
emmem—from the local district

Teft- ~wing and Black
natltmallst -organizations. By
the 24th of ‘October, the director
of the Joint Terrorist Task
Force of the FBI admitted that,
in the words of the New York
Times, -““the investigation had
grown into a major inquiry of
radical groups.”’

‘Indeed both the police, and
the FBI—who are working in.a
spirit of ‘‘unusual coopera-
tion,”’- again according to the
Times—had already started con-.
)unng up- lund 1mages of net-
f. ferror. conspiracies

: that included the Weather Un-

derground the Black Libera-
e FALN, the May
19th, Comn_mmst Organization
—and even “‘foreign govern-
ments,’” specifically, Cuba.
With _this as a cover, they
have raided -apartments, houses
and workplaces around the NY
metropolitan area and as far
away as Mississippi, supposedly
hot on the trail of ‘‘terrorists.”’
One death of an alleged sus-
pect, severe beatings, false ar-
rests and unwarranted searches
have followed in their wake.
In fact, the Rockland County
events came at a perfect time for
the government. In the early

1970s, as the impending defeat
of U.S. imperialism in Vietnam
threw the U.S. ruling class into
disarray, a number of scandals
—Watergate, the Pentagon
Papers, etc.—exposed govern-

Police killed Samuel Smith, an
alleged suspect in the Nyack
robbery, on October 23. Police
claim he was about to open
fire on them. But witnesses say
he wgs shot while climbing a
fence to escape the police.

ment corruption and, moré im-
portantly, institutionalized gov-
ernment spying, qrassment and
various ‘criminal activities’ the
ruling class had carried out
under its democratic veneer.
CIA assassinations and attempt-
ed assassinations of foreign
leaders were exposed. Lists of
“‘public enemies” Were uncov-
ered. FBI “‘black-bag” jobs;
infiltration' of organizations,
dossiers on literally tens o
thousands of individuals—all

. the dirt the government had

tried to keep buried was brought
out into the open. As a result,
‘some limitations were forced on
the various branches of the state
apparatus—although. = govern-
mentdirty tricks hardly stopped.
In recent years, however,
large sections of the ruling class
have sought to remove the
fetters on the agents of the
state, an effort that was given a
huge boost with the election of
Ronald Reagan last year. Since
then, FBI agents convicted of
break-ins and burglaries have
been pardoned; new, looser reg-
ulations on what the CIA and
FBI can and can’t do have been
issued; and there is currently an
attempt underway to gut the
Freedom of Information Act.
Now the government and the
ruling class are using the Rock-
land County hold-up and shoot-
out as further justification for
enacting new, or
hidden, police state measures.
Already, one convicted, and
subsequently pardoned, FBI
agent has chortled that the
Rockland County incident

previously -

‘““proves’’ he was right in what
he did all along.

As a result, basic civil liber-
ties are threatened for all peo-
ple, but most especially for
anyone who stands up to or
organizes against the system.

In addition to trying to legit-
imize its attacks on civil liber-
ties, the government has had a
second purpose in creating such
tremendous hype ovely the
events in Rockland County. By
screaming about left-wing ter-
rorist conspiracies, the govern-
ment is trying to deflect atten-
tion from its own terrorist prac-

_ tices—past, preseiit and future.

Hopefully we need only note in
this connection that U.S. impe-
rialism has toppled govern-
ments, killed foreign leaders,
stolen land and natural re-
sources, annexed foreign terri-
tories, and generally oppressed
people all over the world and in
the U.S. itself.

Today, the U.S. ruling class is
carrying out an economic and
political program that relegates
millions of people—workers,
the elderly, Black people, La-
tinos, children, women, gays—
to the garbage can and worse. It
is a program of terror. And it is
building up its nuclear arsenal
and preparing for a -possible
nuclear war—the ultimate ter-
ror. It is both hypocrisy and a
coverup for this same ruling
class to now be issuing dire
warnings about terrorist con-
spiracies by what are, at most,
tiny organizations.

Finally, the government is

using the whole affair to put all _

. socialist and left-wing political
tendencies on the defensive, on
trial as it were. They have even
spelled this out; when describ-
ing “the. links between all the
organizations named as part of
the “‘terrorist conspiracy,’” the
connection they named was not
terrorism, but a desire to see
‘‘the creation of a socialist

state’” and the *‘end to the
United States Government as
we know it.”’ Such definitions
include almost everyone to the
left of the Democratic Party.

In the current situation it is
important for all militants, left-
ists and revolutionaries to de-
nounce the government’s at-
tacks on progressive and radical
organizations, and to organize
against the even more sweeping
assault on civil liberties that is
to come. Moreover, insofar as
the government will be putting
the Weatherpeople "and the
others arrested on trial not be-
cause of their actions but be-
cause of their avowed politics—
that is, insofar as all left-wing,
anti-imperialist politics will be
put on trial-——we must defend
them against the state.

Weatherpeople
turned backs on
working class

At the same time, however,

we must say that we feel vemy . indiscriminate

little affinity and a lot of disgust
with the politics and alleged
actions of the Weather Under-
ground and whatever other
organizations may have been
involved.

The Weatherman faction,
later the Weather Underground,
was formed in SDS at a time
when many activists were be-
coming increasingly militant
and anti-capitalist,
debating  the best strategy for
getting rid of U.S. imperialism.
It was at this time that some
large numbers of activists began
looking toward a more Marxist
perspective, that i3, a strategy of
organizing the working class to
fight against the system. In
contrast, the Weatherpeople,
most from well-to-do back-
grounds, explicitly rejected the
potentially revolutionary role of
the U.S. working class, and

and were’

fought instead to substitute the
individual terrorist action of a
supposedly ‘‘enlightened”’ elite
for the mass action of the
workers and oppressed people.
Despite the utter bankruptcy
of this approach, the Weather-
man-type terrorism of the late
’60s and carly >70s at least had
an explicit political significance.
Bombings and other acts of
terror were usually accom-
panied by manifestos denounc-
ing U.S. imperialism, and stat-
ing solidarity with the struggling
people of Vietnam, etc.
Today, however, the Weath-
erpeople’s activity appears to be
different. The manifestos are
gone and the targets are totally
innocent people. We are not sure
what remains politically. Was
the attempted hold-up in any
way an attempt at a political
act? Was it designed to finance
other supposedly political acts?
Or was it simply the act of a
group or individuals whose lack
of coherent political perspect-
_ives enabled them to carry out
murder? We
don’t know the answer to these
questions.

A boon for
the government

What we do know is that the
hold-up and shootout have
proved to be a bonanza for the
ruling class and a disaster for
the left. The government was
handed, as if on a silver platter,
precisely the excuse it needed, at
a time it needed it, to go after
the left -and start large-scale
government spying and harass-
ment. Three innocent people,
one Black, who were hardly
symbols of U.S. capitalism, are
dead, and the government is in a
position to make it look like the
Ieft, or at least sections of it, are
the ones who hold human life in
disregard. (J
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(Continued from page 5)
crush the growing militancy of the Black
working people and progressive left
organizations:
their lives.

The attack against the Solidarity
union and Polish workers’ struggle by
the Polish government and the Russian
ruling class is an attack on the workers
having control and say-so at their work-
places and over the means of produc-
tion. The workers are fighting for
control of their lives. )

Cuban gays and lesbians were so
repressed they were forced to flee into
the even more repressive U.S. refugee

They want control of

camps.-They are fighting for control of
their lives.

In the so-called socialist countries,
Russia, China, and the like, the state
owns the means of production and the
average person has no control over those
means of production. People have no
control over the schools, hospitals or
workplaces. That’s why we say they are
state-capitalist. The workers in these
countries are fighting for control of their
lives.

Here at home we must fight against
racism, sexism, union-busting and re-
pression—we must fight for control of
our lives. We must connect the struggles
of our brothers and sisters all over the
world to really see and understand that
an injury to one is an injury to all.

Our money—our hard-earned money,

the sweat, toil and misery of workers all
over the world—is being used for a mass
military buildup that will only lead to
total destruction. We, the workers of the
world, should have the say-so to where
the products of our labor go—to feeding
our children, giving them a decent
education that tells the truth, to decent
health care facilities and housing for
everyone. The ruling class of the world
won’t hand this over to us and what little
reforms it gives it takes away. -

Only a strong working class move-

'ment, developing into a working class

party and leadership can show the way
for people all over the world to liberate
ourselves and control our own lives—
through socialist revolution.

The Revolutionary Socialist League is
a multi-national organization fighting to

build a revolutionary party. Along with

our sister organization, the Revolution- .

ary Marxist League of Jamaica, we are
active in a wide range of day-to-day
struggles: the fight against the Nazis and
the Klan and all racist attacks, union
struggles, community struggles, the fight
for lesbian, ‘gay and women’s libera-
tion, the movement against nuclear
power, national liberation struggles, the
fight of prisoners for rights and freedom
and many other struggles. In these
battles for basic needs and rights, we
fight to win the greatest gains possible.
At the same time, we will always tell the
truth: that freedom<«and liberation, a
better world, will only come when
worldwide capitalism is destroyed and
replaced with real workers’ rule—
socialism. [

APC’s.
 Board. ng Conyers (D-Mich.)

Al Peoples Congress

(Continued from page 7)

going to believe that the entire .

ruling class would be over-
thrown through one demonstra-
tion.

Thls is further confirmed by
s:.:of people WWP
the leadership of
the APC. While most of the left
was "excluded from any mean-
ingful role; pro-Democratlc Par-
ty politicians.such as: Bella Ab-
zug, Paul O‘Dwyerand Ramsey
Clark . were. brought onto the
Natlonal Advxsory,

ic Party candldates), whilé there
was supposedly ‘'no -time”” for
99 pergent of rank and f le par-
ticipants to speak“ .
Time and aga!n,~
cial movements in this country

‘have been co-opted into the

Democratic Party. In the com-
ing period, we will once again
see the Democrats try to rebuild
their strength- and influence by
posing as “‘the people’s cham-
pion.” One of our key tasks
must be to warn of this danger.
We must hammer away at the
fact that the Democrats and Re-

publicans are the twin parties of .

capital and that the Democratic

i""',

" ed the APC. Our

Party in particular is the grave-
digger of progressive social
movements. The failure to do
this, in fact the attempt to sug-
gest otherwise, was a crucial
weakness of the APC.

- WWP fairy tales

Finally, we wauld like to com-
ment on WWP’s own coverage
of the APC. In its newspaper,
Workers World, the WWP
claims that 3,000 peopleattend-
eful count
showéd ‘that there 'were never
more than 1,000 people in the
conference hall and, allowing
for the possibility that as many
as several hundred people may
have been elsewhere, no more
than 1,500 in attendance alto-
gether. Other published esti-
mates have put  the number
variously between: 1,000 and
2,000. Having falsely projected
the APC as an “‘historic event”

‘that would -be attended by

‘‘many, many thousands of peo-
ple,”” WWP seems to have set-
tled on 3,000 as the minimally
necessary exaggeration. o

But numbers are the least of
it. Reading WWP’s press, one
discovers that there was nothing
but enthusiasm and joy at the

O PRISONERS—-Free donations apprecrated

APC. Despite the fact that
every person who was there
knows that discontent with the
conference became so great-that
WWP was forced to abruptly
adjourn it midway through its
-final session, not a word of this
appears in WWP’s account.
Nor is there a word of men-
tion of WWP’s defense of an
openly anti-gay speaker who
was shouted down by hundreds
of conference participants.
(WWP Jeader -Larry Holmes
pleaded for thi §°speaker’s “‘right
to free speech”——raiher hollow
when no one in the audience
‘was getting a: hance to speak at
all)
. As a crowning touch, Work-
ers World claifs that the only
problem with'the APC was the
presence “@f :*“disrupters,”’ spe-
cifically =referring to ““people
professinig to be leftists. . . from
the so-called Revolutionary So-
cialist League and Revolution-
ary Communisf Party.”” Leaving
aside the insidious implication
that the members of these
groups are something other
than leftists, this charge is also
dishenest.
_ The dozen, or so supporters of
the RSL who attended the con-
gress were hardly responsible
for the widespread dissatisfac-
fion over how the congress was
run. The RSL certainly did join
in. the chants of “Open the
mike’” at the Sunday session. So
did large numbers.of other peo-
ple. Neither the RSL nor-the
RCP organized this outcry and
it would have taken place, with

3

-

or without us.

We believe that the experience
of the All Peoples Congress is a
lesson in how meot to build a
movement. We need a move-
ment that is both democratic
and politically conscious, a
movement that understands who
its friends and enemies are,
what it is fighting for.and what

it is fighting against.

We need a movement that un-
derstands, and can explain to
others, that the Reagan pro-
gram is in fact the program of
the U.S. capitalist class at a time
of deepening worldwide eco-
nomic crisis.

We need a movement that un-
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derstands that so long as the
capitalists remain in power,
these attacks.on working and
oppressed people will grow
more harsh.

And our movement needs to
understand that this capitalist
class—the most powerfu! and
ruthless in the world—will not
easily be ‘“‘overturned.”

But, no matter how long the
struggle for a better world, for a
just and democratic society, one
thing is certain: We will never
build a strong movement, much

less a socjalist world, through

hypg, manipulation and dishon-
esty. This is surely the road to
defeat.[J
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Fund (for free prisoner subs) $ .

87 'Please send this blank and check to: TORCH, PO Box 1288, New York, NY 10116
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‘ (slow mail)—~$2.50

[J Contribution to the Prisoner Literature

LAY LY TN

Imperialism

m“ *Woman Be. Free!
Black Women in South Africa: Revolutionary Fighters
Against Oppression
*Why: Marxists Support National Liberation’ Struggles
*Has China Come Full Circle? Deng Opens the Door to U.S.

Why Marxists Look to the Most Oppressed Workers -
*Maicolm X: Revolution Knows No Compromise

) Energy, Environment and the Economic Crisis—The
" Contributions and Contradictions of Barry Commoner |
The Holocaust:. Who Is'to Blame?

* P‘amph'lets ahd reprints marked with an asterisk are also -
available in Spanish. When ordering literature, be sure to
indicate if you want the Spanish material.

Order from: RSL, Box 1288, GPO, NY, NY 10116
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http:airmail)-$12.00
http:seamail)-$5.00
http:mail)-$2.50
http:Recessl.on
http:Supporting-$10.aO
http:issues-$5.00
http:issues-$1.00
http:Revolution.$.50



