








'Nazi Leader Gets 56,000 Votes in N.C.

It Can’t Happen Here?

Fifty-snx thousand people
voted for a Nazi in the North
Carolina Fiepubhcan primary
May 6.

Harold Covington, 26, the
leader of the National Social-
ist {Nazi) Party of America,
polled 43 percent of the vote
in his attempt to secure the
Republican nomination for
state Attorney General.

Although he lost the prim-
ary to Keith Snyder, a former
federal prosecutor, Covington
had every: reason to be
pleased with the results. Re-
publican state leaders had
disavowed his candidacy, and
he had waged only the mea-
gerest of campaigns.

The chilling fact that a Nazi
polled 56,000 votes in North
Carolina was dismissed by
Jack lee, state chairman of

. the Republican Party, as “a

freak.”
We don’t think it is.

Kian
recruiting

The Nazis and the Kian are
not just tiny, right-wing nut-
groups on the fringes of
society While they are not yet
mass organizations and do
not yet have what could be
called a mass base, their
combined membership sur-

-

-

passes those of ieftaorganlza—; '

tions. In addition, the Nazis
and the Kian have a Jarge base

of sympathizers throughout

the country, are growing rap-
idly. and are becoming -in-
creasingly active. Most im-
portant, they have an enor-
mous growth potential.
Reliable estimates put Nazi
membership at between 2,000-
4,000. According to_the Anti~
Defamation League, the var
ious groups calling them-
selves the Ku Klux Klan have a

combined membership.of over:

10,000. We suspect the actual
membership figure is higher.
But even more important, the
Klan has a base of sympathi-

zers that is much farger. While

the Klan's present mass base
is not as large as it was in the
1920s and 1930s, it is large
enough.

The Klan, contrary to some
common misconceptions, Is
not just active in the South. It
has members and sympathi-
zers all over, including New
Jersey, upstate New York,
Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Tex-

‘as, California.

The social base of the Klan
and Nazis fwho are increas-
ingly working inside the Klan
organizations) consis
arily of petty bol
middle class ind
These people include small

business owners'and farmers,

civil servants and profession—
als.
The Klan has a huge mem-

* bership and sympathizership -

among police, prison guards
and city government officlals,
especially In small and med-
jum-sized towns and cities.
‘The Klan aiso en]oyst_ sup-
port among white workers.
For example, workers at the
soon-to-beclosed Ford As-
sembly plant in Mahwah, NJ,
~and Ford Assembly in Chica~

whites ,working meee.: "
The Nazi and'Klan organiza-

By KEN STOKES

BOSTON—A darkening
cloud hovers over this city,
which was brought to the
brink of race war by the
shooting of a Black high
school student last fall (see
Torch/La Antorcha Vol. 6
No. 10). The first signs of
warm weather have brought
renewed racist violence.

On March 17, in the Boston
community of Dorchester, a
family from the Cape Verde
Islands awoke to the sound of
crashing glass as teenage
white youth threw stones at
their windows. Police, who

responded slowly to the fam- -

ily’s call for help, arrested two
youths. Ten days and another
stoning later, the two were ac-
quitted, when the arresting
officers failed to show at the
trial. The cops' failure to
appear was a green light to
future attacks. The very next
night the house was fire-
bombed. Although the family

‘Boston: Militant Defense
Against Racists Needed

had lived in the neighborhood
without trouble for four years,
no one came forth to help
them. They were forced to

move out because of the i

extreme danger to their young
chlldren

On the same nlght as the
firebombing, a Black man was
attacked while waiting for a
commuter train at Dorches-
ter's Columbia Station. Mi-
chael Doherty, a 19-year-old'
white man from Dorchester, |
courageously attempted® to

stop the attack. However, he

was chased from the station
by the white teenagers. The
racist youths pursued him
onto the South East Express-
way, where he was struck and
killed by a car.

These sickening signs of
spring pose sharp questions

for Boston's antl-racist cofn-

munity. The cops, courts, and
politicians have shown that
they will be the enemies of
any movement that is orga-
nized to stop the racist threat.
The local clergy have been
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~

~pushmg a pacifist approach
Their program is designed to
keep the anti-racist commun-=
ity p ssive, while all signs .

guards will be capable of
stemming the racist tide. We ~
_need a thousand Michael Do-
hertys, Black and white. We
must begin to buiid the kind.

and putting them on _the
defensive. The Boston RSL.
will be working with the local
anti-Klan. coalition,
dent groups, and
_zations or people t
need to build a
fense against the ra
Builld the
anti-racist movement!
Bulldcommunity/ -
worker do(qns‘of'guj,lrds!‘f ’

Smashthe

South Boston Marshais

and the KKK!

Members of the Klah and Covington’s Nazis rmlng themselves
moments before they shot and killed five Communist Workers
Paﬂy members in Greensboro, NTC., last November 3.

tions are growing, and fairly

rapldly. According to the Anti--

Defamation League, the Klan
grew from 6,500 in 1975 to the
10,000 figure In 1979. That’s
over 50 percent in four years!
‘Moreover, the Nazi and Klan
organizations have become
ever more active and consplc-
uous in. this same period. In
addition to demonstrating in
the recent period in Kokomo,
Muncie, and Ft. Wayne, . In-
diana; Oceanslde, California;
Cincinnatl, Ohio; and Barne-

' gat, New Jersey, Klansmen

and Nazis gunned down five
militants of the Communist
Workers Party in Greensboro,

. North Carolina, last Novem-

ber; beat up Black demonstra-
tors in Wrightsville, Georgia,

x

this past April and are now
active in Florida trying to ex-
ploit the racist backlash
against the refugees coming
" from Cuba.

But the most important
point to understand about the
Klan and Nazis is not their
present size or activity, but
their potential for growth.

_ This is enormous.

The overall political and so-
cial climate in the country is
becoming more right-wing.
While some sections of the
population are resisting this,
national chauvinism, militar-
ism and racism are on the
rise.

As the U.S. heads for its
biggest economic, social and
political crisis in 45 years, the
Klan, Nazis and other right-
wing racist groups are posi-
tioned for a substantial
growth in the coming period.
The vote in North Carolina is
just a foreshadowing of what
is to come.

Liberals, reformists

shortsighted

North Carolina Republican
boss Lee is not the only one
dismissing the threat of right-
wing groups like the Nazis
and the) Ku Kiux Klan. In an
editdkaf on Tuesday, April 29,
commenting on the events in
Kokomo the previous Satur-
day, the New York Times
argued that the Klan, while
growing, is not really much of
a threat because ‘it is small
and because the police have
been protecting people from
Klan violence. The Times says
the. Klan “is not likely ever

_ (Continued on page 15)

Klan march in Florida May 1 1: lrying to axplolt racist backlash

against Cuban refugees.
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