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~ Detroit

My name is Mrs. X [Name
withheld by request—Ed.J |

y
rectional Facility. Geﬂlng to
Clinton is a long and physi-

always i 1mpress upon my son

that he must carefully hs(en

beheved for so long that cor-

rectional facilities were not

though | don’t agree with his
religion, | am open mmded
and human enough t 0g-
nize that
human righ
Rastafarians at Clinton have
been and continue to be vi-
ciously persecuted by white
f their Ras-

tafarian religion.

| was taken to tears when |
iearned from my son about
the crimes against Black
‘inmates who are taken to the

"observataon and special
‘housing units: beatings,

making Black inmates crawl

‘on their hands and knees

and bark like dogs, making
them say horrible dehuman-.
izing things about their
mothers, things like saying
that their mothers are “Black
whore bitches.” When my
son was taken to the isola-
tion unit, his hair was cut off
because, as he was told, “He
did not look like a Euro-
pean, and the rule here is
that he must.” All the Rasta-
farians that are sent to
Clinton are subjected to this
type of racism.

| know that my son’s life is
ina lot of danger because he
was raised in the family con-
viction that whites are no
better than Blacks, and at
Clinton it is expected of
Blacks to conform to a phil-
osophy that Black inmates
be subordinate to the white
race.

1 and other relatives of
Black inmates at Clinton are
detérmined to expose to the
world the - terrible = Racist
crimes that are being com-
mitted against Black in-
mates. *

Sincerely yours,
Mrs. X ¢

" Bronx, NY

- For Socialist Revolutlon in
 Nicaragua

By TONY CURZO

On April 5, several hundred
guerrillas of the Sandinista
National Liberation Front
(FSLN) took the city of Esteli
in a drive to overthrow the
brutal dictatorship of Anas-
tasio Somoza Debayle. They
routed Somoza’s National
Guard detachments, took
over the Guard’s local head-
quarters and held the city for
10 days.

bring down any reglme, no,
matter how powerfully‘

armed. The Nicaraguan
workers and peasants
greatly outnumber Somoza’s
army. Organized, they could
control practically every
square inch of Nicaragua.

. And, like the Iranian work-
ers, they have the power to -

shut down the country. .If
_they were armed and mobil-
ized, Somoza's defeat would
be assured.

OrganiZzed in committees
such as these, the masses
could seize the factories and
plantations -and organize
general strikes. They could
arm themselves and defend
their neighborhoods. They
could organize the supplies
of food and vital necessities.

Revolutionaries could use
such committees to build a
national = workers’ = militia
based on the trade unions,
workers' parties and peas-

ant organizations. By build-
ing workers’ committees and
a workers' militia, the work-
ing class and its allies would
be in a position to'shut down
the country and organize a
mass uprising. At the same
time, they would be creating
the democratic mass organi-
zations that the workers
nize that support to trans- would need to take over the

It fror 3si government and society after
a s,, cessful revolution.

Somoza pounded Esteli
with heavy artillery

‘Masses must
organize

Sandinistas had to withdraw.
By comparison wlth last

Guerrlllas alone

The FSLN is not doing any
of this. Instead of mobiliz-

with its own limited forces.
The pattern by now. is well

FSLN guerrillas, September

the cities and hold them for a
while. The large majority- of
the populationleaves as soon
as the FSLN comes. The
cities are then largely de-
stroyed by Somoza's bomb-
ing raids. After a few days,
the FSLN guerrillas are
forced out by the National
Guard. The population re-
turns to the devastated areas
and waits for the FSLN and
the Guard to come .back
another day and repeat the
cycle.

“This method mcreases the

1978.

costs that the masses have
to pay without getting them
actively involved in the fight-
ing. The bulk of the workers
and youth remain outside
the struggle like passive ob-
servers, while the com-
mando squads take care of
things. Such a method is un-
likely to win. And the longer
this cycle drags on without a
decisive victory, the greater
the danger of demoralization
and defeat.

“The reason the San

gua. It would spread revolu-

tion throughout Central

 America;
~ ruled by U.S.

torships.
However, we feel that the

cle to such a victory. The

- Sandinistas see th ggle

primarily as a military one,
that is, as a series of battles
between the National Guard
and their own limited forces.

But, as the battle for Esteli
showed, on strict’ military -
terms the FSLN guerrillas
are no match for Somoza’s
Guard, which has- - tanks,
planes, rockets, etc., and is
aided by U.S. imperialism.
Since last September; the
Guard’'s troops  have in-
creased by 40 percent, and it
is getting more armsfrom
Israel and other U.S. allies.

So long as the FSLN con-
tinues to see the struggle
primarily as a military show-

" down, it will continue to_be

outgunned. And in all proba-
bility it will be defeated.
As we see it, the struggle
against Somoza is  primarily
a pulitical task. As such it
requires the mobilization of
the. workers, peasants and
other oppressed people for a

.mass uprising. As was

shown by the recent lranian
Revolution, the workers and
peasants in their millions are
the force with the power to

FSLN'’s strategy is an obsta- -

(Continued on page 1’3

 Manvin Martinez speaking at organizing. meeting for EI -
~ Centro Six defense. Right: Lois Aarons of the RSL.

' Torchfoto/Elaine Scott

By GREGOR!O GOMEZ )
" Six Nicaraguan v_iorkers who took part in the armed

uprising against Somoza’s military dictatorship during
September of 1978 are being held in the detention camp of
the U.S..immigration police in El Centro, California. They
are charged with “illegal” residence in the U.S. The El
Centro Six are Ronald Ballesteros, Alfredo Flores, Marvin -

Martinez, Jorge Paiz, Francisco Javner Picado and Juap--—-
' Carlos Rivas.

“The Sandinistas ‘for Somahsm in Nicaragua and the
Revolutionary Socialist League have initiated a campaign
to get the Six released and win thelr right to politicat
asylum.

The Six have been fighting for more than four mohths
to gain political asylum and the right to work in this
country. The U.S. imperialist government has refused to
‘grant. them asylum and is threatening to deport them' to
Nicaragua. |f this should happen, they would end up in

EL CENTRO SIX!

the hands of the butcher Somoza.

Since they have been in jail, the Six have been victims
of the repressive measures that the immigration cops fet
loose on all workers who are without “legal” residence.
They are forced to work from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. for a pack of
cigarettes. They are not allowed to read newspapers or
revolutionary literature and their letters are opened and
withheld. The food they are given lacks the nutrients
needed for goad health. As a result, they are often sick.

On Monday, April-9, Marvin Martinez, who had been
tortured while a prisoner of the Security Office in
Managua, stopped eating and began showing symptoms
of a stomach ulcer and dehydration. The administration of
the detention camp denied his comrades’ demand that he
be sent to a hospital. After four days, the Six decided to
go on a hunger strike to gain their demands for better
medical care and an adequate diet for their sick comrade.
When the administration found out about it, they agreed
to grant their demands. Since then, toward the end of
April, the lawyer for the Six managed to get comrade
Martinez released on bail. Now we are trying to raise the
$5,000 needed to get the other five comrades released.

The situation of the Six reflects the conditions of
oppression which, both inside and outside of its jails, the
capitalist system dishes out to millions of workers in
North America. And as for workers who are without
“legal” documents, or who are Biack, Latin or Asian, the
system exploits them with greater intensity. This is the
same ‘system, enforced by the Somoza dictatorship in
Nicaragua, which is the source of the unemployment.
hunger and repression which has forced more than 76,000

Nicaraguans—workers, - peasants and students—to Go

into exile: Currently there are 46,000 refugees in the Red
Cross camp in Danli, Honduras, and 30,000 in the camp c£

~Liberia in Costa Rica.

The Sandinistas for Socialism in charagva and-.the

- Revolutionary Socialist League understand that the situa-
tion of the Six represents.an attack by the capitalist

system against the Nicaraguan revolution and against the
most oppressed workers in North America. We are
planning mestings, demonstrations and other actions to
get them all released. We call- on workers and
revolutionary ‘organizations in the U.S. and in ail other
countries to support the struggle of the Ei Centro Six and
ail other Nicaraguan refugees. o .
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rlsmgs to wreck
government.

rs will need revo-
rmies and ‘other
suppress these
olutionary activi-

} the
must- bulld new
titptigns that winI

capitalists use to keep
working class under the
. control

sists of a-huge government
bureaucracy that takes
charge of various tasks es-
sential to rmaintaining capi-
talist rule. To win their free-
dom, the workers must seize'
state power and smash this
capntahst state . machinery.

_of the RML, .

. April 18 marked a:.smalil.
but significant step_forward
in the ‘struggles of ‘CMP
Footwear workers and: all
- ather working and oppressed
people throughout Jamaica.
On this day, striking  CMP:

oletaria

e Dictatorship-

zations. Eventually, the need
for a special apparatus to

run society, apart from the .

mass of pegple, will be elim-
inated. As the last remnants
of capitalism are.wiped out
and the masses learn how to
run society for themselves,
there will be no need for a
state apparatus of any kind.

The state, as Marx and
Engels said, will wither
away.

. Reformor
_revolution

~ The dictatorship of the
proletariat-has always been
the dividing line between re-

* form ts ‘and revolutionaries
’ h

rkers’ move-
uestion comes
will rule society
or the capital-
rmists tell the
‘useless to fight
n, bécause the

to confine the
‘to reforms the

These include: -no toilet.
paper in the bathrooms; no
transportauon in case’ of
emergencies, such as work-
ers falling- sick on the job;
the need to get a letter from
management and be es-
corted to the gate by a super-
visor when a worker has a
visitor; and the starvation
wages- of as little ‘as five
cents for. working on 36 pairs
of ‘'shoes.

RML-TUC

be drawn into these organi- :

him, April 25, 19

instead of organizing a revo-
lutionary - movemént to
smash the capitalist system
altogether.

For revolutionaries, the
fundamental task is not to
reform capitalism, but to
averthrow it. The fight for
reforms must be seen as a
part of a strategy leading to
the congquest of power.
Through these struggles the
workers can leari how to
organize themselves and
unite their forces against the
' capitalist class. But the goai
must be to destroy capitai-
ism, not reform it.

To do this; workers must
build” a revolutionary party
which can lead the struggle
against the ruling class.
Revolutionaries ~cart “con-
vince militants in the work-
ing class of the need for
such a party only by making
clear exactly what the goals
of the revolution are, and
how :the workers can reach
them. They must show work-
ers that they must break
completely with the reform-
ists and, as Lenin said,
extend the class struggle to
the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat. 1

ers were the
that

younger militants in _
Thxs will--prepare”
revo;utxowary

and ‘(‘we nf\vem
maxe us pay for
L econumic

‘But this is::not enough to

o Ensure ‘their victory.

ers will need to build a state
of their own to replace the

* old oné. This new workers"

state, the dictatorship of the
‘proletariat, will. have two
inter-related tasks. 1) It must

Footwear workers—with the

help of the RML Trade Union

Committee (TUC)—staged a
mass solidarity picket and
meeting at the plant gate on
Beil Road in_the Industrial
Estate. The event was at-
tended by close to 300
workers

from factories all

ny as’ 18 yearé in
some workers.

representat;ve
speaks

in-her remarks, the RML-
TUC . representative  ex-

plained that the attacks now.
facing uMP Footwear work-
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August 8th Briga& { Smash

Demonstrations
will be heid every week until
the trials are over.

in addition, the National
Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People
(NAACP) is getting involved
in the defense. Charles Car-
ter, the associate general
counsel of the NAACP, said
the organization is planning
to challenge the Ulster
County jury selection pro-
cess during the next Brigade
member’'s trial. They will
also mount a nationwide
publicity campaign around
the defense.

To stop the state’s legal
lynching, a broad-based,.
united defense is needed. All
lcit groups and militants
should support the struggle
to free the Brigade and
smash the KKK. Their de-
fense is part of the growing
struggle against the capital-
ists” attacks and the racist
right-wing movement in- this
country. Freeing the Brigade
will be an important victory
over the courts and the KKK.

To find out what you can~ .

do to support the fight to
defend the August 8th Bri-
gade, contact the August 8th
Brigade Defense Committee.
Messages of solidarity and

_ contributions can be sent to:

August 8th Brigade Defense
Committee, PO Box 524,
New York, NY 10036; or call:
(212) 869-9239.0 -

Recen@t Supreme Court
Declsmns Strengthen
Capltallst Rule

By DAHRYL CLARK

In the past year and a half,

the Supreme Court has Is-
sued a series of decisions
attacking the rights of the

press, prisoners and indivi-

dual citizens. Here are some

- of the recent Supreme Court

rulings:
~ »May 1978: The court ruled

-~ that cops can get a search
~ warrant against a newspa-

_ per, invade the paper’s office
~_unannounced, a..d tear it up
, Ioaklng for photograp}

1 cops ralded th
h t -

bad conaltlon 3

cAprrI 1979 Thec rtsup—‘

by federal agents in order to
install electronic bugging
equipment
homes or offices. Does any-
one really believe these
agents won’t pry into what-
ever they can find once
they’re inside?

In other cases, the court

ruled that a defendant who
lacks money to hire an-
attorney can be tried and
convicted without a court-
appointed laywer, as long as

the defendant is not actually

sentenced to prison. And-in
a case not yet officlally an-
nounced, ABC-TV reported
that the court is going to rule
that prisoners, once con-
victed, lose their constitu-
tional right to due process in
parole hearings and other
“administrative procedures.”

This is just the tip of the

" iceberg. -In part of a broad-

side attack on our political
rights, the court also made
the following decisions: It
ruled that agents who are
bugging don’t have to mini-
mize the irrelevant stuff they
listen to. It said life sen-
tences for possessing tiny
amounts of drugs are con-
stitutional. It ruled that pick-
eters cannot trespass on
private property. It said the
Occupational Safety and
Health Administration can’t

in

in suspects’

_ers extort and coerce homo-

- enamel

_make an inspection of a work

place without a warrant (the
one case where it limited
governmem power—for the
“bosses!) And It ruled thatifa
government agency bugs
you, against its own regu-
lations but not agalnst the
law, the evidence is still
admissible in court.

Other - courts have been

_quick to follow the Suprems

Court’'s example. In March
1979 a federal district court
! cor Issued the first
cou order,ln U.s. history

sexual prostltutlon and con-

version (pimping). Because‘
_some homosexuals have no

families and relatives, or

- none that give a damn, and

TDC pays inmates no wages,
homosexuals are coerced by
these conditions to submit

. to prostitution in order to

supply themselves with de-
odorant, cigarettes, tooth-
paste, soap, hair grooming
material, postage and sta-

_tionery, body lotion, etc.

TDC supplies none of the

- above to prisoners, for the

exception of soap that
causes skin infections in
most inmates and tooth-

paste that removes alil of the
from your teeth.

These same conditions en-
forced by TDC enable build-
ing tenders to convert non-
homosexuals to homosex-
ual indulgence and prac-
tice. A building tender can,
by way of his quasi-guard
status, provide his gay lover

- with a “tailor made prison

uniform,”- job assignments
near him with all the conven-
ience and privacy to satisfy
his sexual appetite, while
most guards like to watch

federal cops a free hand to
spy on whoever they want.
They lay the basis for gov-
ernment Intimidation and
censorship of the press. And
they cut down the rights of
anyone hauled into court or
forced into prison by the
.government.

The reason? World cap-
italism is falling apart at the
seams. In a frantic effort to
prop itup, the ruling class is
stepping up its attacks on
working and oppressed peo-
ple. This is going on In the
U.8, too.

The Torch/La Amorcha

' _has documented various as-
pecls of this capitalist offen-

ve around the country. But
e ruling class knows that
the workers and other op-
essed people are not just
oing to lle down and take it.
ey reai!ze that sooner or

and building up
te apparatus in prepa-
_for the coming bat-

g lhe time comes,
ant to have a tremen-

. these sexual performances.

~ Homosexuals are op-
pressed by the Texas guards
_just for being gay. This op-

_ pression is double and triple

what the heterosexual pris-
oner receives as a class.
Black homosexuals are op-
pressed many times greater
by prison guards for being
gay than are their white
homosexual comrades.
Guards allow no Black ag-
gressive-homosexual (the
one who portrays male) to be
a lover of a white passive-
homosexual (the one who
portrays female). In the
Black/white situation as
above described, the guard
will “tar and feather” the ag-
gressive-homosexual. How-
ever, if the female role in the
relationship is a Black and
the male is white, then it has
the approval of guard status

uo. -
The Black passive-homo- -
sexual is held up to ridicule
and mockery -by " prison

guards who say that homo- —

sexuality is a characteristic

“and tralt of the Black race.

Black : passive-homosexuals
are encouraged to continue
homosexualism. Every
Christmas, - Black aggres-
sive-homosexuals at the El-
lis Unit are selected to hang

_up the Yule time decora-

tions. The guards will not
permit any white aggressive-

akers from the C

Free the Pontiac Brothers!

Frank Hopkins (left); Charles Hoover (right).

With the Indictment of 34 prisoners for last July’s
rebellion at Pontiac prison in lllinois, and the opening of
the trials of the August 8th Brigade in New York, it is
more important than ever to support these brothers. On
May 6 the Detroit RSL held a forum to build this support.

i

ned Family and Friends of

\

the Pontiac Brothers were Gail Thomn and Charles
Hoover, whose brother, Larry, is one of the indicted pris-
oners. Hoover spoke about the conditions at Pontiac and
. said the prisoners indicted were chosen because of their
political activities. Also speaking were Nancy Thomas
for the August 8th Brigade Defense Committee and Frank
Hopkins for the RSL. Said Hopkins, “We will have to
burn down the prisons and the whole capitalist system,
and bulld a new socialist society on the ashes.”
In addition, Mark Rogers of the Hector Marroquin
- Defense Committee spoke. Marroquin, a Mexican leftist,
Is facing deportation. At the end of the forum, funds
were collected for the defense campaigns.

/s

dous club that can bash
down the workers and any-
body else who resists their
pollce~state plans.

Workers and all oppressed
people should have no illu-
sions in the courts or any
other part of the capitalist
state. Whatever form it

ards just for being gay”’

homosexual to participate in
the Yule time decorations
simply because to him
“homosexuality” per se is a
derogatory stigma which he
seeks to hide in his race and
evince in any other race.

White homosexuals are pun-

ished by the guards just for
being gay,; and encouraged
to cease their homosexual-
ity, “because you are a dis-
grace to the white race.”
Homosexuals as. a ‘class
are ‘‘segregated,” they have
no programs that address
their specific condition and
are not permitted to utilize
the programs for non-homo-
sexuals. No homosexuals
are permitted to attend aca-
demic school, college, job
vocational 'training, etc. If
the gay - prisoner attends
church he is seated in a
segregated area and watched
by building tenders, guards
and snitches. Wherever the
gay prisoner works, sleeps,
recreates, eats, urinates,
defecates, etc., he is segre-
gated and watched intense-
ly Job assignments that pay
a pretty wage in the free-
world are denied homosex-
uals en masse andas aclass.
The reasons to justify this
unnecessary arbitration by
the Texas prison status quo
Is: “why if we put that there
black bitch Mary in the shoe

shop or dental lab, the lil old

takes, it is really a dictator-
ship of the capitalist class
(see article on page 5). it is
our enemy. It must be
smashed-and replaced with a
new one, based on the dem-
ocratic organizations of the
working class and .all its
allies” among the -op-
pressed. ]

black whore will suck and
fuck everything out there,
ain't that right gal? No sir,
bogs.” In the Texas prison
you have to cail the guard
“boss” like in slavery times,
or you witl be charged with:
Disrespectful Attitude.

It’s guaranteed that when
a_gay person enters the
Texas = Plantation he wili
leave here with no rehabili-
-tation simply because there
is no rehabititation provided
for gay people as a class in
TDC.

Homosexuals are given
job assignments such as:
Horticulture (fucking with
bullshit assed flowers), gar-
‘den and other agricultural
assignments. picking cot-
ton, corn, etc. Most homo-
sexuals are from Dallas,
Houston, and San Antonio. -
These cities are the largest in

- Texas and they provide no

jobs for persons skilled in
“picking cotton.” These peo-
ple are not going back to an
Asphalt Jungle looking for a
job. picking cotton.

- The Texas homosexuais
are inactive so far, however,
if this is printed and gets in,
it should activate some of
the enlightened and edu-
cated Gay prisoners at Ellis,

Phillis and Lupe. Are .you

‘thete?

Emancipation!
Paul D. Brown
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ople Must

5. Not only
nobilize the
f the most

rople, but it

to and aily
ng and op-
1s well. We
snemy—the
i+ which op-
2 can win
J clear our
struggles of
2d people
ir freedom.
we must
he fight for
the fight
is and the
les against
or, strikes -
_unemploy-
busting, the -
urn Bakke,
th lies in.

nong work-

d people in

yose repeal-
ing Cross-
tation,” or
> opposes
s of lesbian
 fathers to
ho opposes
-of-consent
se people
ep the gay
ment “re-
iddle-class.
lass, Dem-
ticians, and
to them will
1 people off
e needs of
ed gays and

the working class in general.
They tell us this to keep our
movement from becoming a

~_serious threat to this system
~ —capitalism. The capitalists

and Democratic politicians
enter our movement to hold
it back. For example, gay
Democratic Party politician
Elaine Noble actively op-

posed and discouraged a’

demonstration against Anjta
Bryant when she came to
support a right-wing politi-

. _cian in Boston. Capitalists—

and the Democratic and Re-’
publican party politicians
who run their system—have
no place in our movement.

Tenth anmversary
of Stonewall ‘

1979 is the 10th anniver-
sary of Stonewall. In June
1969, it was not “respect-
able” people who battled- at
Stonewall. It was not the “re-
spectable” people who sent
elght cops to the hospital. It
was not the “respectable”
people who put their bodies
on the line. It was the drag
queens, the “youth, the
street—people.‘ Today’s gay
liberation movement was
born out of the militant
struggle of the most op-
pressed gays. This struggle
did not occur in isolation. it
was sparked by and gave fuel
to the mass struggles of all

- oppressed people in the

'60s. The national gay march
on Washington will make a
mockery of Stonewall if it
abandons the most op-
pressed for an alliance with
middle and upper=class “re-
spectable gays.

We in the Revolutionary

Socialist League want -to _

win the fight for gay rights.
We see that the only way to
win lasting rights is to fight
for liberation. This means
fighting for socialism—a so-
ciety where all people .are
free, because all people con-
trol their own lives. This

doesn’t come easy. We have

to build a revolutionary work-
ing-class party that ‘strug-

gles to tear down the walls -

of racism, sexism, and anti-
gay prejudice; that strug-
gles to overthrow the whole

capitalist system. We want

to build up the strength and
fighting unity of "the gay
rights movement. And we
want to build the revolution-
ary party that can unite all
oppressed people and rouse
them to settle accounts for-
ever ' with their exploiters.
JOIN US!C

REAK THE CHAINS AND LET
RS AND SMALL FARMERS RULE!

ear subscription: $5.00
ORDER FROM'

> tion Hospltal» Presbyterian«

CHICAGO RALLY PROTESTS

HEALTH CARE CUTS

By LAURA WADEBAY

CHICAGO—On = Tuesday,
March 13, 1,000 people ral-
lied during lunch hour to
protest the blocking of Paul-
ina Street, at the Cook
County Medical Center, by
construction. Presbyterian-
St. Luke's Hospital, located
in the center, is responsible
for closing the street. The
March 13 rally was the
biggest so far of a series of
protests.

The rally was organized by
the Coalition to Open Paul-
ina Street. The coalition
includes unions, profession-
al associations, and student
organizations at all four hos-
pitals in the medical center.

Paulina Street is the quick-
est route from the Congress
Expressway to Cook Sounty
Hospital, University of Illi-
nois Hospital, and the west
side Veteran’s Administra-

the paﬂents at Presbyterlan-
St. Luke's are covered by
private insurance; most of
the patients at Cook County,
University of lllinois, and the
west side V.A. are broke or
on Illinois Medicaid. Most of
the patients at Pres.-St.
Luke’s are white and upper-
middie-class; most of the
patients at the three public
hospitals are Black or Latin

" and working—class. But this

isn’t just one rich private
hospital showing what mon-
ey can do. This is one more
skirmish in the war the rulers
have launched-on what little
public health care we have.

In big cities around the
country, politicians are try-
ing to.cut out public health
care. In New York City,
Mayor Ed Koch wants to
close half the city hospitals,
mostly in the poorest work-
ing-class neighborhoods:
The Los  -Angeles public
health - commissioners - an-
nounced last: year that Cali-
fornia Medicaid would not
pay the medical .bills of
Latins without proof of U.S.
citizenship.

Last spring, the Cook
County Hospital Governing
Commission wanted to hack
$8 million off the $195
million budgeted for Cook
County Hospital. This would
have meant firing 570 work-
ers, cutting a lot of outpa-

tient services, and closing
Cermak, the hospital for

prisoners at Cook County
Jail. After several protest
demonstrations, the com-
mission “found” the money
and restored the budget. But

, theceiling for lllinois Medic-

aid, which is how most

County patients pay their ..

bills, has not been raised in
five years.

These cuts hurt all work-
ers, but they hit Blacks,
Latins, and Native - Ameri-
cans hardest. The ruling
class has kept workers of op-
pressed nationalities in the
worst-paying as well as the
most unhealthy and danger-
ous jobs, These are jobs that

_ are the least likely to have in-

surance plans and pay so

little that, after the immedi-

ate necessities are paid for,

_ there's nothing ieft over to

buy Biue Cross with.

And it's these same work-
__ers who are the most likely
~ to.be out of work in the first
Chfcago, cutbacks

hattan Criminal Justice

_ Building on April 17 to pro-
“test New York City’s racist
_police and court system. The
_rally was to support Bruce
~ Wright, a Black judge in the
city’s criminal court division.
Wright is under attack by

white racist forces led by
Mayor Ed Koch and the Pa-
trolmen’s Benevolent Asso-
ciation (PBA—a mostly

~white police organization).

Koch and the PBA are at- .
“tacking Wright because of a
recent court decision he - .

made. Jerome Singleton was
‘brought before Wright on

April 11 on suspicion of knif-
ing a-white policeman. The

cop was posing as a derelict
when the alleged incident
occurred. Since Singleton is
Black, most judges would
have assumed he was guilty
and.-set very high bail or
refused to grant bail at.all.,
Wright, - however, released

- Singleton without = making

him -post- bail.

The next evening; on April
12, Wright gave a lecture at

Princeton “University where

he said that white police
have a “license to hunt down
Blacks and kill them.” The
racist backlash was swift

--and sure. Sam Demilia, pres-

ident of the PBA, called

Wright a “Black racist” and.

“Hitler;” and said that Wright
is “not worthy to serve as-a

1 000 people'k
"‘gathered in froni*of the Man-

Medicaid. The other hospi-"

tals are also supposed to
treat anybody who comes to
the emergency room, but
usually if an ambulance
brings someone in without
an insurance card, the ad-
mitting clerk tells the driver
to keep going—to County.
So far, the movement
against cutbacks at County
has been led by liberal
doctors .and medical stu-
dents.. Their strategy has
been to file court suits and
pressure politicians for more
money, or at least for a pre-
servation of the status quo.
But doctors, as-'a group,
don't have much weight in
society. And politicians
work for the other side.
Jane Byrne, Chicago's new
mayor, is a good example.
Before her election, she went
to the March 13 rally and
promised that if she were
elected, the wall across
Paulina Street would come
down as soon as she got into
office. Well, she’s been in
office a month now, and
construction on- Paulina
Street is proceeding on'sche-
dule.
~ A movement based prim-

‘arily on the thousands. of

judge Mayor-Koch backed
up Demilia by calling
Wright's decision “bizarre”
and said that it “denigrates
our system of justice.” Koch
has made it clear that he will
get rid of Wright by not re-

Black people rally against
racist anti-Wright crusade.

appointing - him when his
term expires later this year.

in theory, Wright has capi-
talist law on.his side. Single-
ton is the kind of person

usually considered a modei™

citizen. |f Singleton were
white, there would be no is-
sue. He has a job, supports
his family, attends college
and has-no police recqrd. In
addition, the . police have
almost no evidence. For ex-
ample, the knife: which the
police took from Singleton

non-professional hospital
workers and the hundreds of
thousands of working-class
people who depend on Cook
County would be a much
more powerful threat to t
politicians, and would b
better able to, scare some
concessions out of the
County closes, thousan 0
nurses’ aides, orderlies.
maintenance. and kitchen
workers, most of them
Black, Latin, or Asian, would
be thrown out of work.

All workers could unite
around a fight for jobs and

came back from the lab tests
with no traces of blood.
Wright based his decision
‘on his view that -bail is not
supposed- to be used to
imprison Black, Latin or
poor white people without a.
trial. © Again, in theory,
Wright is correct. The New
York City Bar Association

“-has in the past publicly

backed up Wright's views on
bail as a ‘valid interpreta-
tion.”

None of the legal argu-

ments, however, really mat- |

ter. The capitalists and their
politicians make the laws
and change them around to
suit their interests. When

. these laws get in their way,

the capitalists treat them as
the worthless scraps of. pa-
per that they are. The real
purpose of bail is to impris-
on Black, Latin and poor
white people without trial—
no matter what it says in the
constitution.

Koch, the PBA, and the
capitalists ~ they represent
understand the real issues
behind the controversy over
Judge Wright's decision. A
white cop was wounded in
the line of duty—someone
must pay for it. Judge Wright
got in their way, so he too
must pay.

Bruce Wright is a capital-
ist judge. But the working
class must . defend him
against Koch and the PBA
because the issue here -is
racism. We cannot afford to
give the.capitalists an inch
‘on_this ground. But working

. people shouid have no illu-

sions in Wright. if Singleton
had been unemployed with a
police record, the chances

free, qual :x

are that Wright would have
locked him wup. In fact,
Wright has a reputation for
handing out especially stiff
sentences. He is no friend of
working and oppressed peo-
ple.

But something besides
the job of one liberal judge is
at issue. The growing police

- terror and violence in New

York and countless other
cities must be stopped. The
police are murdering Black
people—from middle-ciass
businessmen like Arthur Mii-
ler to.14-year-old youths like
Randolph Evans. No one in
the Black and Latin com-
munities is safe.

And the terror does not
stop there. White working-
class people are feeling it
more and more. April was
also the month when the
New York police smashed up
the mainly white mitk truck.
drivers’ picket line to let scab
trucks pass into the Sunny-
dale dairy. When capitalist
profits are threatened, the
police will break the heads of
white workers, along with
the heads of Blacks and
Latins. .

The demonstration orga-
nized by the Black United
Front (BUF} in front of the
court building showed that
‘Black people are beginning
te rebuild their _struggle
against police terror —and -
against the growing racism
in U.S. society. This is a
positive and important step
forward. The starting point
for beating back racist terror
is to organize defense
groups which can protect the

~communities from the police

and white racists.®
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these "harsh_ words ,agamst, 7
the U.S, president were.only -
io try to: fool the oppressed
masses of Mexico who-for
decades have : struggied *
. againstimperialism and cap-
itatism. Right now, Mexico
sells most of its 500,000 bar-
rels a day to the U.S. In
“additio ‘helps the Ziofh-
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ian domination over all the
oppressed nationalities. He
tried to crush their organiza-
‘tions and their cultures. He
made teaching of Farsi (Per-
sian) ‘compulsory in all
schools, and outlawed all
other languages. {This policy
has lowered the litéFacy rate.
Today, only 40 percent of
Iranians are
among the Kurds just 15
percent can read and write.)
He also outlawed traditional
dress, and he Persianized
place names.

The shah launched a ser-
ies of -wars against the
nomadic tribes (one-third of
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literate, but.

the population in 1900) to
force them to settle in one
place. Tribal leaders were
jailed, exiled and kiled.
Even though the nomads de-
pended on hunting for an im-
portant part of their food
supply, the shah disarmed
them. He also poisoned their
waterholes. Settling down
meant starvation for the
nomads and a tremendous
waste of agricultural re-
sources. The goverament
also carried out systematic
anti-Turkish and anti-Arab
propaganda. National mingr-
ities were excluded from the
government bureaucracy and
provincial lines were drawn

. ties. These policies

~put him in power.

_ness corperations.

- {Continued on page 15
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continued right up %o ioday.

National oppression in
iran is ciosely tied tc the
plight | of the peasants
Roughly half the pogulation
lives in the countryside. The
cenditions of the peasants
are horrendous. Close ¢
percent of tranian
do not have encugf
survive on. Most are tenan
farmers who are forced to
turn up to 70 percent of their
crops over to the-fandiords.
Electricity and plumbing are
unheard of in the villages
Infant mortality is nearly 50
percent.

S

The conditions of ‘the
peasants have aiways been
bad, but they got worse after
the Pahilevis tcok over in
1921. Reza Shah was a poor
soldier when the B
Through
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in the rape of their own
country.- A democratic cap-
italist ‘republic means that
- _these people will continue to
-~ éxploit the masses and
plunder.the country, in part-
nership with U.S. imperial-
ism.
‘The only road forward for
Nlcaraguas workers and
peasants is the socialist rev-
‘olution, The‘workers have to
;put the?‘hselves at the head
of the Nicaraguan masses
“and lead a national rising
- that can smash the capitalist
dlctatorshlp and re-
ith the dictatorship.
Ietarlat—the rule of

n fhe Transitional Program (Ava»lable in Spanls

the Tactic = of

Democracy ' and:

M|ners For
Support.

Manifesto of the RSL and Statement: of the RevolunonaryV
Tendency of the International Socialists.......i v $‘25

Farmworkers

(Continued from page 14)

anger. Not just lettuce pick-
ers, not just UFW members,
but 10,000 farmworkers at 40
companies across’'the Impe-
rial Valley stopped work!
This movement could have
crushed the growers, But the
UFW leadership ordered a
moratorium on picketing.
They called in 'the Catholic
Church and?the Democratic
Party to hefp contain the
farmworkers' anger. The
days following Rufino Con-
treras’s murder were filled
with endless religious pro-
cessions, masses and ser-
mons. Jerry Brown, the
Democratic governor of Cali-
fornia, attended. the funeral.
Brown told the strikers he
was refusing to send Na-
tional Guardsmen to the

fields as the growers were

requesting. What he left out
was that as a substitute he
was gending'more California

"Highway Patrolmen.

. March,
ip has moved to try
ake the focus of the

il, Chavez revealed a
“to” deal with the
documented

Service (INS—La
havez in fact, com-

the UFW-

blame unemployment on
Mexicans. And he is hurting
the strike by weakening the
position of all workers.

" Chavez also came up with
a second plot for getting the
strike struggle out of the
fields. He is pushing a con-
sumer boycott of Chiquita
Brand bananas. This is sup-

- posed to put pressure .on
United ‘Brands which owns
both Chiquita and Sun-
Harvest, which is ane of the
struck growers. While all
workers should honor the
boycott out of solidarity,
this is a dead-end tactic.
Boycotts are one of the
weakest weapons the labor
movement has and cannot
substitute for shutting the
fields down.

' The summer harvest is
now starting in Salinas, Cali-
fornia. Cesar Chavez's strat-
egy—favors from Jerry
Brown, peaceful picket lines,
boycotts centered- thou-
sands of miles from the
strike, deportations by La
Migra—has hurt the strike
and will continue to hurt it.
Many observers believe the
strike will lose. But it can be
saved if the workers are able
to push Chavez aside and
follow the example of impe-
rial Valley.

The mass picket lines, the
wiltingness to fight the cops,
and the general strike of
10,000 were the things that
kept the strike alive.
strike in Salinas is brought
back to the fields and the
field workers gams can still
be won.
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