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revo!uho ary gospal andm‘a
you to expect a
Jetter from him! Positively,
there is nothing in Texas to
compare with the Torch:

there's definitely.

nothing to compare with. the
orch in america, and | mean
this because I've read just
_about every “left” publica-
tion in america, Where you
stick-out from the rest of the
left papers is that for the first
ime, “you provide media-in
_which the prisoners can
express the brutal condi-
inside prison.” The
Antorcha is the

* and ‘peoples”

not just an elite

roup of Imellectu s who

to everyone at the

- T rch/La Antorcha!

you have these

_pers, Keep up the gt
remember th

Reprinted from F
newspaper of the R

On March 17 and
year, the olu

‘Marxist League held

organizational con!
This conference rer
the single

meeting in tl
League sinc



from the Revolutionary $o-
Ist League, U.8 sister
ganization of the RML.
lvely and wide-ranging
scusgslon, a gripping rend|-
n of revolutionary poems
the communist poets of
the RML and a ringing,
~militant encore of the Inter-
_nationale ended the day's
ogram, ,
_In_ totality, the RML's
March conference was a
solid success and marked a
significant step forward in
~the process of forging the
hard core of a genuine revo-
{utionary workers' party that
can lead the struggle for
soclalist revolution in Ja-
maica, the Caribbean and
throughout the world ~




ing that it is part of
China succeeded in

this territory, Negoti
begin in Hanoi on A

Chinese ru 5 ¢
Aprit 4, the Vielnamese ruler
fused to negotiate until Chine
bad been ! m
namese territory -
Ag the situation in
shiows, the national
‘people of the region has Aot be
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Imperialist wars
in Southeast Asia

The Vietnamese ruli
Kampuchea as part of




ain a reputation. As the ec-’
__onomic crisis gets- worse,
people will seek solutions to
_ the frustrations they face.
 The Nazis will appeal to
whites’ fears and resentment
of the the capitalist system

‘ ~ misdirect  their anger
apitalism - against
lews and .other op-

,s not only organize
azis and similar

. to'take a hard line towar

_class can and will defend their rights.

We must, through deeds, convince the masses fighting against imperialism that the international working
We can do so only by building links in practice between workers

. hghtmg for soclallst revolut:on and the masses fighting for national Ilberauon Our strategy should be

'to orgamze an mte ,natlonalallr nce w:th the masses fighting for national liberation agamstlmperlallsm.

v

‘ B‘y;PAULB NJAMIN

we discussed last month, the

tion war.

The Chines

a continuation of this policy. ‘
that the Chinese government has the
strength to march
Vietnam at will. It dealt another severe

in and out of

blow to the Vietnamese economy.
(Vietnamese leaders themselves admit.
that the invasion destroyed 14 border
districts and caused “serious damage
and heavy losses.”) It also showed that
Vietnam’s alliance with Russia will not
‘be able” to defend Vietnam : from
imperialist attack.

Second,  the Chinese ruling class
wants to show that it is a reliable ally
of . U.S.

up U.S. imperialism in-return for trade,
aid, arms and a° share in U.S. xmpe-
rialism's world empire.

It's hardly- a- coincidence that the -
Chinese ‘attack on Vietnam followed -
- directly on the heels of Deng's visit-to. -

" the U.S. in January. Before, during and
after ‘the invasion of Vietnam, Deng
continually urged the U.S: ruling class
d the franian
Revolution and: other-national libera-
tion. -movements undermining,  the

* power of U.S. imperialism. He made .

no seuer of the fact that he 'egarde’*

of how the U.S.

.

Moreaver, by “invading Vietnam,

. The U,S. government
to smash the Viet-

_independence © movement,

~ Since nt humlllating mlmary defeat In

fhvs invasion of Vietnam as an example
ruling class should
fight to defend its world domination.

g proved to the U.S: ruling class
; thal ne was wnhng to use Chinese

imperialist oppression have taught
them to hate foreign domination. Most
of the population of the region are
peasants. For them and for most of the
workers, the struggle for freedom
appears as a struggle for democratic
demands: for national independence,
for control of the land, and for the right
to protect the economic resources of
their countries from imperialist loot-
ing

Tha victory of the national liberation

imperialism. - Vice-Premier -
Deng Xiaoping (Teng Hsiao-p'ing); the -
real ruler of China, wants to help beef

selves from imperialist control.

De _e}it‘i‘,”ly('kampuchéa!

Defend Vietnam!

_As we stated in the last issue of the:
Torch/La Antorcha, the main ‘task in”
- Southeast Asia today is the defense of

the independence of all-nations.in the
region. ‘We oppose the Vietnamese
effort: to conquer Kampuchea nd

attempt to use.China to 1ol ba
gains. of ‘the national liberation strug-
gies in Scutheasi'Aa;aA Al

The - ‘peoples of  Southeast

“fought herolcally for years against

French and U, c imperi

e Support

‘thes Stalinist-rulers are threatening

suppori the Kampuchean peoy es;

Chinese invasion In
o territory.

cers in the US to e

I in Southeast Asia partially
ieved these goals, U.S. imperialism
as kicked out and the countries won

political independence and a degree of

onal unity. But there were no so-

Ist revolutions In Vietnam, Kampu-

a or Laos. Instead, themiddle—clasa

ars of the liberation movements

d the state power to transform

mselves into state-capnalist ruling

Already the capnaliat policies of

the gains won through years of
struggle.

 Despite the fact that the rulers, of
these states are capitalists, we defend’
e gains of the nationalist liberation
_struggles against imperialist attack.
e struggles of the peoples of South-

 east Asia to defend their independence -

hdve a progressive and revolutionary
character that we fully support. They
_weaken the power of imperialism and
rake it easier for workers in the U.S.

own revolutions. And they provide op-
portunities for workers in Southeast
Asia to fight for leadership of the'

peasants and other oppressed masses -

‘and to ‘win them to support -the
siruggle for socialist revolution.

_The nghts of oppressed nations can
e completely achieved only through a
ocialist revolution led by the working
lass. Imperialist ‘oppression arises
out of the competition among the

. Vbiggest _capitalist countries to control

the world’s ‘resdurces. - Real “equality,
among -nations;.-and freedom within

" each nation, depends on smashing the
capitalist world order. The .peoples of
" oppressed “nations thus have a real

interest in supporting -the working-
class struggle for socialist revolution.
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and’ all over.the world to make their

" all nations in Southeast A:

But such support cannot be won by
words alone, We ‘must, through deeds,
convince the masses .fighting against
imperialism that the international
working class can and will defend their
rights. We can do 50 only by building
links in practice between workers

fighting for socialist revolution and the
masses fighting for national liberation.

International
alliance needed

Our strategy should be to orgamze
an internatipnal alliance with the
masses fighling for national tiberation
against imperialism. Such an alliance
can lead to unifying workers
countries in a revolutionary maovement
against capitalist ftowitt
play a vital role in
revolutionary pe that zho WK
ing clags is the best delender of the
democratic rights of &l

1t is particularly imporiar

strategy. We live in the h
most powerful and ruthiess
power on garth. The U S maint
domination by suppre er the
world independence movements and
any siruggle that threatens its su |
premacy.,

Precisely because we lve 1n an

rat

imperialist country, we have a spe
abligation to demanstrate our commit

cment to freedom for ail peoples. We

must prove in deeds that we oppose
U.8. imperialism, We must prove in
practice that we support the struggles
of oppressed nations against “our’”
ruling class.

By doing so we can lay the basis for
uniting with the masses fighting
imperialism against our common en-
emy; the U.S. ruling class. But it we
hesitate for one second to defend the
rights of oppressed nations, If we
vacillate in any way in our opposition
to U.S. imperialism, we will wreck the
chances of building such an alliance.
We will also seriously injure the revolu-
tionary movement in the U.S. and
around the world. As V.I. Lenin, the
leader of the Russian Revolution,
wrote in 1913 in The Right of Nations
to Self-Determination: “if the prole-
tariat [the workers] of any one nation
gives the slightest support to the
privileges of ‘its’ bourgeoisie [the capi-
talists], this will inevitably rouse dis-
trust among the proletariat of the other
nations; it will- weaken the : interna-
tional class solidarity of the workers
and divide them, to the delight of the
bourgeoisie.”

The crisis -in Southeast Asia .is a
qrucnal test of our ability to put this

_ strategy into practice. We must defend

the national independence of all the
peoples of Southeast Asia. We niust
oppose Vietnamese ruling-class ag-

gression in Kampuchea. And we must

defend the gains: of the Vietnamese

national revolution against.Chineseand

U.S. imperialism. We must do this
without hiding the fact that the ruling
classes of all these countries must be
overthrown by the workers and peas-
ants if national liberation is to be
permanently won.

Our first responsibility mus be to
oppose. U.S. imperialism. }
prove through our deeds tha
serious about defending

who s -leading the strugg
imperialism. Such a poli the only
way to overcome the div| ions caused.
by imperiafism, and to together
with the workers andp‘ tiough-
out the world in a comi struggle to
srmash capx&ahst oppressian
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prosecute P
Brothers. State spokesper-
sons labelled this the most
massive criminal investiga-
tion in Illinois history. And
the state is willing to all
over again at the next sign of .~
prisoner revolt. :
What the |llinois govern- .
ment has been doing since
the Pontiac rebellion has an
impact on all lllinois prison-
ers. It will also affect pri

_oners all across the countr

as well as all working an
oppressed people. This is

- because the prison keepers

and the government are fo-
cusing on three areas of
attack on. prisoners—brin
ing back the death penal
smashing prisoners’ organ
zations, and building up the
repressive apparatus.

The death

penalty




selyes, prmbners are able 1o
cond)-

. Hung:. they
. ne&d. They-“can’ petition,
demonstrate, ¢
ke shu down prison
1l organize in
3 . to’fight their
opg ession.. The only time
i tlo“n in..the pr1sons

prison
10 break

now nl Pontiac and State-

on@zation”

f% the takeovar ot
Willeé by’ prison’ guards
fi, (roopers, prison “ex-
1A" 1rom asross the coun-

sed again, on other
nd brothers in other

Kinds of brutality and

prisoners 10 get the
Imony” that the state
against  thé  Pontiac
3. Pontiac got locked
5 soon as the rebellion
down. Prisoners were
showers, recrea-
vlsim Many prison-
@m transferred  with
Sor no notice, Many
,!hm"% were thrown in the
olé, Prisoners were threat-

d with the chalr 1f they
culgn't rat, and promised

Cimmediately.” Gy March 23,
Bonald Ade had not yet
n a. specialist  even

rine
Curtjs' Houston gave this
) being. beaten: “l
was handcitfed, taken from

; ba“ioh

ical

bots were s ndlhg As | got
X S A, ! ’ to the door, | was kicked in
what Governor r . . - ? the rear, $macked on‘ the
reaHy wanted 4 - . shoulder: with a baton; "and
-thrown~ down " the stdirs to
the basement of the Onema-
The PeoplesLaw “Office . * tion" unit. [ washit in the eye_

Chicago . filed . ah slu tk: : . and k;cked on the grotind;
"“March 23 to end the [o¢k-up c o ewhile | Was being ‘kicked
lle: They filed this : : _ by. the. Tactical Unit they
asked me to: 1elf ‘verythmg !

located” shoulder, & disla>
) \cated bone jn my upper arm
< cuts ‘on. my forehead, back
-and sca!p a sonet1 tace:

ye, he said. - :

Guard dogs used. _; Staten S eye”

re used against.

. ghortgned sentences il they

ngh b‘ood was still in his

and kne:, and a ib bladk

APRIL 15:MA

The deadlock al Stateville
is more of the same, The
prison keepars. wanted to
prevent any possibility of
resistance when the indict-
ments came down. So a
couple weeks before, the
keepers came down on the
prisoners, Since then many
prisoners have been beaten

This is only the start,
Elgven new gun towers are
being built at Pontiac. A
camera system s being put
in. The state is alsu talking
about  bringing in  guard
dogs. On top of all this, the
keepers  at  Stateville are
planming a total reorganiza
tlon.

The Pontiac Priscners Or-
ganization has labelled this
“Marionization,” refarring to
the federal prison at Marion,
Iinois. That prison has all

the Iatest technology at its -

digpasal -from hehavior
maodification units to elabo-
rate  camera  systems-—all
used to beat down prisgners
More and moré, the state is
turning ali prisons into this
kind  of modern - toriyre
chamber, N

tis right
torebel

. Aol this-~the death pen-
alty, the smashing of pris-
aner crganizations, and the
increasing repression—|s
part ot a new wave of attack
on prisoners. The prison
keepers are trylng to beo
more efficient in their de-
struction of our fives and our

ability to flgh*
What is going onin llkmh s

}

everywhere; ghi
against Jracism ih the pris-
ons, fpr w.arnple will - be!’







plcket linea are down to
ing, and there's
cops for every

_ USWA bureaucrats

't nalve or a bunch of
_amateurs. They know damn

well you can't win a strike

_the way they're running it.
why are they doing it?

One of the biggest rea-

is they're worried that a

nt strike will set a bad

ple fcr other mambers

companies, called the Exper-
_imental Negotiatmg Agree-
ment (ENA). The ENA runs
out next year and there is a
lot of pressure from opposi-
tion groups and rank-and-file .
~workers not to sign another
_one,
The union bureaucrats ar-
gue that strikes are un-
necessary-—that steelwork--
afs can win what they need
without them,
In Newport News the un-
ion leaders are running a dif-
farent version of the same
sellout line, They're telling
the strikers that the courts«-»




he working
capitalists’

wWomien,

Arabs and other cppressed
workers at will, whils the
unjon officials ook the other
way. ¢ -
An_economic recession is
around the corner, and with
it will. come layoffs for
thousands of autowotkers.
At the same time, the gov-

as a whole, organi
unorganized.

It's clear that a fight must
be waged—but this takes
organization and leadership.
UAW. President Doug Fraser
and the rest of the i
appar

real struggle.
Many workers
learned through b



oft o of the activists present out-
ffilia voted Kelly and the other
opponents. of this:demand.

2) ABC must loudly and re-
peatedly raise the call for a
militant, industrywide, and
worker-run  strike. And it
must throw every bit of its
_resources into fighting 1o

accomplish this in any way it
can. Only this kind of strike
¢an win the demands we are
raising and we must say this
openly. Even if the strength
of our enemies—the compa-
nies, the government, the
union bureaucrats— prevents
us from achieving this goal
in the short tin e have 10
build our forces, we should
be able to improve our posi-
tion in relation to the auto
_companies. Al the least, we
will _have a serious and
strong rank-and-file workers’
organization.

To imp ~
proach, ABC mu

. i

d production
ize & mili
st the
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il ons off nun

of ther ene»g;
equally profii

establishiment

rs 1o prodyce

m for its bombs. The “Atams

for Peace’ program was a way o
soften the image of atomic eneray, and
quiet fears and possible oppositicn,

lo] and electric power ra‘ww"
In the mid- 19608, the program wa

elecmclty c‘»sapu

~ not the pregnant
hree Mile |sland area.
_children ‘who may

deep trou-
apparently

mitary

ergy

Nuclear power' plant at

than ever before. This promi:
hased on wildly minimizing tt
gers involved; and therefore ui
timating the costs of safegu
design and construction of reac
was also based on the expectat

could be used as a fu

As -demands for mor
were forced on the companies
early 1970s, the cost of reactor

_ plutonium created in bgder T




abroad.

In the 1950s and '60s, the U.S.
imperialists looked at most of‘ the
sas their own back yard. If the

U.s. capnallsts saw. something they

wanted in another ‘sountry, they took

it. If anyone objected, they said. "too
bad" and, ifghecessary, sent troops to

‘deliver the message. Beginning in the
. 1950s, the U.S. capltallsls began to

move in on Mideast oil in a big way.

The U.S.-based oil companies set the

price of this oll and the rules for

pumping it.

But successful struggles for na-
tional liberation, first and foremost the
struggle of the Vietnamese people, the
growing slrength of European coun-
tries and domestic economic troubles
and potitical unrest had led to a sig
niticant weakening of. U.8. imperialism

by the mid-1970s. In 1973, the oil-
produycing nations successfully raised
the price of oll and won greater con-
sideration of the Arab nations' polit-
ical naods on the part of the U.§. These
were signs of, and contributing factors
peling of U.8, imperiatism

of ol en to the
rive down living stand-
e same (Ima, they promoted
fo iry to offset their
st oil and 1o strength-
ith the Arab regimes.
esire of the U8, ruling
up on nuclear reactors
trouble keeps them

88, the capital-
force that can

ay, they've done
hu(fe apparatus to
ity of society to

paratus consists of fac-
- machines, computers

that actually Increase
) of society. But a
5 . of the state~——?he

ratus: In fact it
altogether. The

‘and peasants of the whw

5

P
- down tight! Maybe nuciear ene gy can
sure ‘isn't safe

 less deoendent on Ihe wo
its. energy ‘needs.
Right now, the U.S.
of its oil from abroad. a
from the Mideast. This i

well as a direct econ
sult, *he capnan

nized 6 make profits-for the capzta!-
ists, notito prowde a good life -for alt
the pecple. :
Und er-caoqtahs*n the- workmg olass
. —autoworkers, steglworkers, miners.
telephone ‘workers; truck drivers and

source to oil—and the
stay with it no matter
~'or dangerous. From their o
hmd'eas of thousands of au

ing clase attempted to .

. worse at

gram. At the same time, thHe govern-
ment is subsidizing the nuciear energy
aystem to maintain the iHusion that
nuclear power is cheap, The price of
nuclear power is rising, and it looks
like the government will be raising the
subsidies. Just recently Carter pro-
posed that the taxpayers shoulder the
cost of disposing of nuclear wastes.
The cost of “cheap power,"” both to the
workers of today and to the genera-
tions who will inherit the despoiled
earth, s becoming enorma.is

Today, however, the ruling class is
no longer on the offensive in the battle
aver nuclear power. The protests in the
past few years have forced them to
retreat. No new plants were ordered in
1978. Recently Fortune magazine porn
dered the idea of no more nukes,
saying: “Today the .U.S. gets 125
nercont of Hs elsctric power from 72
nyclear generating plants. This is
already enough to make a vital differ-
ence when foreign oil supplies are
pinched or when coal miners stage a
langthy strike.”

The protests against nuclear power
have grown since the accident al Three
Mile Istand. More and more people see
the truth about the reactors—that they
are dangerous and unneccessary. The
el says—-shul down all nuclear
reactors now! We have na interest in
the nperation of plants that at best will
add to the strength of our class enemy,
and at worst will kil millions and
poigon the earth for centuries.i |

. A

productive resources. Other parts of
the apparatus are destroying the en-
‘vironment, plundering rescurces we
need to survive, and chewing up the
working class.

The cities are falling apart, The fac-
tories are old and becoming more and
more dangerous to ‘work In. High-
powered technology represents a
threat to human survival, instead of the
powerful productive tool it could be.
The entire apparatus has become a
Frankenstein monster on the rampage.

Nuclear power is just a srall part of
this machine. But in many ways it
shows the clearest how out of control

it all ig. Although its purpose is to
prévide enough- energy for sotiety, it .

repregents a deadly menace to society
and everyone in (i
disaster at Three N
row it can be

The potggmal for
phe is everywhere hé’ capital-




r oven an
is to follow
and make a

rganizing militant

- , ons against the
accord. Others are stepping

up their armed struggle
against Israel from bases
inside Lebanon.

_ Moreover, Sadat's sellout
of the Palestinians has

__aroused the anger of the

Arab masses throughout the
Middle East. They will sup-
port the Palestinian libera-
tion movement as long as it

maintains its struggle
_ against Zionism. And they

up against their

When they d
East will expl






Sandfhistas launch new offensive

On April 9, Nicaraguan guerrillas of the Sandinista National

Liberation Front took control of the city of Esteli in a drive to

- overthrow the dictatorship of Anastasio Somoza Debayie. The
guerrillas trapped National Guard troops inside their
downtown barracks and seized key positions around the city.
On April 11 the Natlonal Guard counter-attacked. Casualties
waere high, as planes armed with rockets strafed guerrilla
positions. This offenslve will have a hard time dislodging
Somoza. The guerritlas are much better armed than they were
in {ast September's revolt. But since then the National Guard
has been expanded from 7,500 to 12,000 men. Somoza has

1. tanks, planes and other heavy equipment, and he is getting

more arma from 1).S, aliles like Israel, Argentina and Spain.

S, imperlalism is now quietly moving to bolster Somoza.
o AS pressgﬂng the governments of Costa Rica and Honduras
to-olose )oWn @uerrilla bases on their borders with Nicaragua.
e alloged cut-off in U.8. ald, Somoza is still

Y “already inthe plpellne " In addition,

an. And the U S ls doing nothing to halt its
las to Somoza.

K at actions by guerrilla bands alone can defeat
wln thls atruggle the wurkers and pﬂdsdn(s have

ni regime is moving to consolidate its hold over
ns'of the shah's officials have resumed. Premier

e Kom eh Khamelm s committees) first began to
ﬁals*a other officlals, Prime Minister Mehdi
anded ahaltand threal(‘nad to resign Because

16 ros o ption of the executions now suggests
atworm Khomeini and Bazargan is far from
ants to use,theve officials to rebuud the

5imperialists are getting very upset at the
41 the- shah 8 hangmen They are talking

pg,ople who taught the shah how to }d”
. It's true, of course, that Khomeini’s courts
process.~They have already been used to
gays. Khomeini will undoubtedly try to use
thgm agzﬂ st other workers and leftists in the future. But U.S.
ism concerned about justice in fran. It's trying
-all butchers who deserve to die. It wants .
to Bazargan s strategy of brmging these peaple o
t, so'the U.S. can keep its bloody fingets 3

s atorsmp of {di Amin Dada in Uganda has

, Kampala, the Ugandan capital, fell at the

end of a two-week siege by Tanzanian froops'dnd Ugandan X

rebels. A provisional govemmem has been proclaimed; led by

... Professor Yus 1 I eported to have fle

“ Uganda. THe situation is new in Africa.-No Blagk
‘country has ever invaded anbther and overthrol

. ment. Amin’s original attack on Tanzania and T Bk
subsequent invasion and overthrow of- Amin sétabad” Sy
precedent for the future. . Ry

i

* they wnl I they can ‘ma

more préfits making steel i The fall: ofAmm seems to be largely the work of the . .

Tanzanian troops, with the Ugandan rebels playing a strictly

secondary role. Even the makeup of the new provisionat:

government’seems to be mainly-due to the miervention of :

- Tanzanian Preszdent Nyerere. We will.have to wait: and se
thi

" wealth seéretariat for three y
imperialism will use the fall

the companies in hhese poh
; - comeback in Uganda

cles. B Rrght
Steelworkers in ‘the U S. workers a year face layoffs.
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like hell to destroy them
‘system, and build a new,
in its place. There really a
choices.

Most working and oppre:
today know that the socie
apart. They may not kno
they may not know tt 3
biame. But they can feel

end in sight. T
Mile Island dr
clearly.




cxorv chemical situa-
men the shaft. All

8 grsat lmprovements
en's lives, When |
Ameri can

eallnq with a system
<6 dc The Iaw sUits

ake the power away
hat ruins millions of
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