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p essed interest in. 1h|s issue
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oinin

ry party

>f the Klan, really. Let us
tnow when you might be
ible to be here. There are
juestions | have about other
hings (besides the Klan)
hat | would like to discuss
vith you when you come.
‘he *Klan’ is only one part
if the things that | do not
relieve should be allowed to
ontinue. | feel | need to
aake mySelf more know-
adgeable about a lot of
nings before | can effective-
¢ talk to and hopefully help
2ach other people. | some-
mes have trouble express-
1g myself, | hope you un-
erstand what I'm trying to
ay. .

Several people have ex-
ressed interest in this issue
fthe Torch. Could you send

dozen copies, that many |

10w | can sell quickly, and

ill send the money rlght

ick to you.

S., R. and C. said to tell

U hello and that they are
oking forward to seeing

U in the near future.

Keep us informed of the

ycoming demonstrations

1d we'll be there!

aur friend,

uncie, Indiana

t be

f

nerican  colonies. He
inted out that these Brit-
1 rulers allowed some free-
m but were prepared to
e government violence to
ppress it when their pro-
s were threatened.
Drawing this lesson from
nerican  history  really
ned the corner. We saw
iny people nod their heads
d say, “Yeah, that's right,
2y’ll do that to us too.”
There were also several
rd-core racists in the
owd, including Klansmen.
no time did we see them
t support from the listen-
, although a few whites
| say that they were con-
ned that Black kids in all-
ite schools might be the
3t step towards slums.
ner Marxists then ‘started
versations with these few
ites about slums coming
m unemployment, hous-
- manipulation and racial-
oression. In these conver-
ions and arguments, left-
3—especially a former
i Tide member—suc-
ded in making it clear
t the racists were NOT
nting at the real causes of
ite (or Black) working
ople’s problems.

3Slers and friends sold
but 756 Torches. About 30
>ple signed up to be con-
ted to heip oppose the
n in the future. This hap-
yed as a result of the
ire day's activity, not

(Continued on pége 4)

' up Kennedy supporte!

| Kennedy: Enemy

Both Kennedy and Carter want to make the working class shoulderthe burden of the
crisis ofthe capitalist system. But Kennedy, unlike Carter, has the ability to fool
many people into thinking he is a ‘‘champion of the oppressed ’’ He bears a magic
name that conjures up the prosperity and liberal reforms associated with John and
Robert Kennedy in the 1960s. In particular, many Black voters believe Kennedy will
defend the victories of the civil rights movement, which are now under attack. But
despite his slick rhetoric, Kennedy remains a loyal servant of the ruling class.
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of the Working Class

By PAUL BENJAMIN

Senator Edward Kennedy
is. moving in to snatch the
Democratic Party presl n-
tial nomination away
President Carter., On Sep-
tember 7, Kennedy told Car-
ter he was ‘reconsidering”
his support for Carter's re~

_ election. Since then, he has

made a serles of spesches In
_New York City and Boston to

raise business and labor

support for his campalgn.

Although Kennedy has not

two-to-one edge over Carter
In the polls and is a heavy
favorite over any Republican

_ opponent. Finally, he real-

izes that the capitalists
themselves are fed up with
Carter, who Is incompetent
and cannot'even give the ap-

_ pearance of belng a strong

leader.

Kennedy Is a |oyal sup-

. porter of capitallsm and the
. ruling class. He supports the

rullng-class offensive
against workers and op-
pressed people In this coun-

yet officlally entered the, iy and

race, labor leaders and Black .

leaders around the ocountr
are already beating
drums in support of his cam
paign. One AFL-ClO offl
declared: “We had been he

thsnr prayers havi
swered.”
Officials of the ol
- tional Assoclation of
chinists (IAM) are roul

lowa, California and Florida.

Doug Fraser, head of the

United Auto Workers (UAW),
announced on September 26
that his umon would be
“neutral for  Kennedy.”

Among Black !eaders 75

percent of the Black Con-
" gressional Caucus are sup-

' porting Kennedy against Car-

ter

The reasons behmd ‘Ken-
nedy’s decision to challenge
‘Carter are obvious. Recent
polls show that only 19 per-
cent of the people think
Carter is doing a good job as
president. Carter is running
behind Ronald Reagan, the
.current Republican Party
front-runner, and about even
with other Republican cand|-
dates.

Meanwhile, Kennedy has a

merit suich as affirVnative ac-
tion, which are now under

_ attack,

Kennedys major problem

in finding ‘his way into the

White House is winning the

. Senator Kennedy is makmg a blg issue ol health care. But his
plan |s no. dlﬁerent from Carter's.

confidence of sections of the

ruling class that remain sus-
picious of him.. =

The Wall Street Journal

declared: “If Mr. Kennedy

-~ had in fact been running the

present administration rather
than merely influencing its

- decisions, there is every

reason to believe its present
economic and foreign policy
_problems would be worse,
not better.” A leader of the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
asserts: “If he were a na-
tional candidate, | would

have a hard time understand-

ing why any businessman
would vote for him.”

The ruling class knows
very well that Kennedy sup-
ports capitalist rule. But
they fear he may make too
many promises, and raise
too many hopes among
working and poor people in
order to win the election.
Once in power, Kennedy
might have to pay his politi-
cal debts by supporting re-
forms which the ruling class
can't afford to grant. Even

 worse, he could proyoke a

new wave of worker rebel-
llons [f he tries to break his
promises and crack the whip
for the ruling class.

To get elected, Kennedy
must convince the working
class and sectors of the

~ middle class that are being -

hit hard by the. economic
crisis that he will defend
their interests. At the same
time, he must reassure the
capitalists that the promises
he makes in his campaign
are meant for mass con-
sumption, and the he will be
able to successfully ignore
them once he is elected.
When he's been on, the
campaign trail, Kennedy has
been playing the role of
defender of the oppressed to
the hilt. Last December he
openly. challenged Carter at
the Democratic mini-conven-
tion in Memphis, Tennessee,
saying: “...there could be
few more divisive issues
than a Democratic policy of
drastic slashes in the Fed-
eral budget at the expense of
the elderly, the poor, the

black, the cities and the un-
employed.”

He also declared: *We
cannot accept a policy that
cuts spending to the bone in
areas like jobs and health,
but allows billions of dollars
in wasteful spending for tax
subsidies to continue, and
adds even greater fat and
waste through inflationary*
spending for defense.”

In his speech to Massa-
chusetts labor leaders on
September 28, 1979, he
stated: “Some people would
have us believe that the

.problems of inflation are too

difficult, too complex to
come to grips with. Durinj
the Depression, we didn’t
say the problems were too
complex or too deep. We
didn’t say the American peo-
ple are in malaise. We said
let’s come to grips with our
problems.”

But when his audience is
more “select,” he sings a dif-
ferent tune. For example, he
told the New York Times: “[
believe we're facing difficult
economic problems today to
which there are no magic

(Continued on page 17)

lem s built oh the llow of currencies from

one cdnntry to another as countries buy

fgond$ pay debts, etc., from each other. -

. anora, when the price of goid has gone up.
initerms of dollars per sunce, it went down

 int terms of other cuprencies, such as the

erman mark, the Swiss franc, and the

- Japnpese yen. That is, the dollar was

_ worth less gold, but in ather countries the

oney was worth more goid.

This ésn't happening now. The price of

wmtve to gom‘ wam*s going on is
increasingly the capitalist investors
{ost faith in the value ol thmr own or
riy other currency.

ot axample, the mice of oil has always
t in ﬂaﬂars. Now

i monetary system w uld collapse
ﬁsm mmw be

, OPEC is saying

’lbahﬂ!‘gko( a
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(NAACP) regio
tative. Also. on

1 s $47.000
house on an all-white block
in Rosedale. Queens (a sec-
tinn of New York City), was
- fire-bombed in an attempt to
_’ scare the Black couple.
response to the Rose-
fire-bombing and the
ist attacks. the

NAACP held a demonstra-

tion on September 29. About

400 people marched = in
1 Valley Queens and rallied in a
ng Island, neighborhood church.

RACISM

The racists say: ‘Attack
_ Blacks and other nationali-
ties.” We must say: “Unite
Black and white and alf na-
_ tionalities to fight the capi-
. talists for what we need.” If
Il  we can show people that
. fighting racism is part of the
solution to the crisis affect-
ing all of us. then we can
out-organize the racists. But
_free concerts by themselves
will not build a movement.
The future direction of

is now under discus-

serious ant
~ nization in which militan
_and leftists organize ' to-
gether to fight racism. Bu
_iU's notclear if this will really
_ happen The BS
-~ this: pets

services and th
workers will be

_First big lie
Excess be

There are tw
sons the gove
for hospital ¢
first is “excess
ident Jimmy (
that there are 1
beds nationall
ferring to hosp
are not used
Eight thousan
beds are suppc
York state, wit
in New York C
eral, state and
ments all-clain
beds are a m
sky-rocketing h

But the truth
are not any real
in- hospitals 1
infested and ru
as Kings Cour
lyn, ‘where 29
food poisoning
ber) beds stan
in the better hc
as Columbia-Ps
Rockefeller Un
pital) there are
for elective (no
admissions.

If the gover
the money






cal defense against sexist
ror against dividual
, and to defeat the

e's hold over our

charge the U
with a “polic
exterminatior
Americans.”
The membse
were: Harish
of the High |
India; Per f
judge of the C
Sweden: Ri
British lawyi
sunza, formu
Justice in th
ernment in
ifebigh. Nige:
Arthur McS
Chief Justice
Appeal. Trin
bago; and B
§ le
This panel
this country b
petition to i
tions entit



k in Alabama prison. "

anagement Con-°

xists in part “to
lize the more violently
riented revolutionary and

d “numerous
s about. the de-
egrading and de-
treatment. . ..

in the Control Unit, Cancel
Miranda witnessed “‘tear gas
attacks upon prisoners, the
throwing of urine on. prison-
ers’ by guards,  suicides,
denial of medical treatment
and innumerable other atro-
cities carried out by the
prison authorities.”

The seven international
jurists “respectfully recom-
mend’ that the UN investi-
gate “these well-attested hu-
man rights violations.” We
don't think' petitions to the
UN will do much for prison-
~ers. The UN never has and
never will take action against
the U.S. And it will certainly
not challenge the “right” of
each capitalist class to rule
“its own natien” as it sees
fit. - _ o

‘But the panel's report can
be used to expose and docu-
ment what they call the “bru-




ty, this capi-
on the basis
s all the op-

s it can get,

like *

oppressﬂon th 3

run society for its
‘oppressed and heic

One of the first i
to do, for example
workweek to g’ive all

meetings of the fac
and so on where the
making the decision
things. :
_Another thing thi
will have to do m ke



r- capitalism "won't disappear TR
ly—they will have to be . 4

unlike society under cap- n
ossibility. will exist to .
wipe them out. Society will not need
racism and s sex:sm or any oppresston

&

p
socialism will succeed if this fight—
ath tothe Closet"—-ls not done.

_not inci oo .
typlca| € : 3 L i 0

A B T
3 @ 1T Lhicago S'.m.;\mq

ralse the fight for lesbian and gay they don't all know it yet. To unite
those struggies so we can win, it wilf
} now, the capitallsts have take mare than words. Unity will have

very successful in dividing us— to be built in the struggle itself. We
t gay, Latin against = must find. ways to enter these
1 white; ‘men struggles and unite them concretely.
st women. And unless unity gs This is-what the RSL is trying to do
s we.will never win. But when we taltk about the fight for les-
the streets, society is bian and gay liberation in the auto
with rebellions of gays in  factories, for example, or when we
isco, Blacks in Alabama, . chant anti-Klan slogans at gay
in Houston. And all of demonstrations. The RSL also be-
people out’. there are tighting tieves that the unity:in action we
same enemy-—capitallsm but ' need cannot be achieved without the
: leadership of a revolutionary party.

We must build an organization of
the most revolutionary-minded peo-
ple, the people like 'yourselves who
want to tear the system down. We are
building an organization of trained,

 professional revolutionaries. A work-
ing-class organization that is made
up of gays, straights, Latins, Blacks,
Asians, whites, women and men. An
organization that will say in every
struggle: “The Solution is Revolu-
tion!”

Some of you may think this ail
sounds like a fantasy, and that it wi!
never happen. We say: “Nothing is .
guaranteed.” But we also say that it : |
is possibie. It can be done, and the
only way we will ever get anything is
if we fight for it.

That fight is already going on. And
it will' quickly grow to such an .
intensity that no one will be able to -
escape it. What capitalism. has in
store for lesbians and gay malés is Y
not just more closets, but concentra- X
tion'camps and ovens. What'capitai- &
ism has in
wide is d

stay alwe
The quesnon is,

hght on the cffenswe 'ﬁé
solution, fight to sawv
That.is our choice.. Ei
fight for socialism ¢

or any of the
be socialist.
exists there is also

ate’capitalist, because
in “those countries do not
otown or control the wealth

hing, and must sell their.
in all

eople, women, and national minori-




Teachers’ strike '
parto ‘mounting
_opposition

~ The teachers’ strike was
ot a limited action. At the
, _the teachers
truck, 25,000 Social Secur-
y workers went on strike
|so. Thelr strike was broken
. \ which  con-
trols their union, had the
 strike militants fired. Three
_days later, 10,000 university -
jorkers went on strike. On
June 12, the labor
munity organizations in the
province of Taraport declared
a general strike. - °

Despite these actions, the
teachers’ strike seemed to be
falling apart in August. Then
. support

The following article
printed from Forward
paper of the Revolt
Marxist League of Ji
The frightening th
an extremely repress
tatorship hangs ¢
ously over the heads
Guyanese masses.
signaled by the re
terror  which the
National Congfesé
government of Prim
ister Forbes Burnham
loose 'against the v
people and ‘left-wing
cal groups in that cc
During recent mont
regime has sought to
the  opposition pres:
wing opponents of
ernment have been
and locked up,
meetings, marches an
‘onstrations
mashed up by
ment thugs.
- Behind the



'y this’ year the left orga- -

s renewed protest

calling for the overthrow of the regime. The march was the
largest in a series of militant actions against the government.

- On September 14, government troops fired on 2,000
demonstrators, kiHing three and wounding GO,AT,he marchers
: d !

Srs are piaymg akey role in the struggle against
The September 14 demonstration was organized by

ng clas, fears that the working class may take

of the opposition movement and lead a

tion in El Salvador. It is trying to convince

ness leaders to follow the example of their

' Nicaragua and try to build a “broad

t” led by the capitalists to head off the threat
on. Ambpassador Frank Devine is encouraging talks
usiness leaders, church authorities and the

with a liberal capitalist regime;

srean capilalist class s too tied to the
-h maneuvers to have much chance

 Times admitted: “While

sts united against a hated

tor, a clear class struggle has erupted in El
maost of the private sector backing the military

he radicahzed opposition. . seekmg to overthrow

of Sepiember 20, around 1,000 French
‘at the airport of Bangui, the capital of what was
ntral African Empire. Included in theur

d the deposﬁion of Bokassa and proc!axmed

1t of the Central African Republic..

people of the Central African Republ;c hailed
f Bokassa they are turping against Dacko. On




upport” amorng
e FSLN is




uence of leftist opposition the struggle of workers against the
dactive in.the working class. capitalists. When asked about th
increasing .conflicts hetween work
and factory owners, Humberto Ortega
Saavedra replied: “In order to keep the
struggle from becoming more acute, it
is necessary to implement the pro-
gram supported by the FSLN and the
anti-Somoza bourgeoisie. - Then we
wages . must struggle against various kinds of
deviations."” .

Moreover, the FSLN cond
opponents } argan
against "harmony 10 work a
heed a . with the capitalists. It expeiled non-
t also ‘as-. ' Nicaraguan members of the Simon
Bolivar Brigade after the Augus
demonstration. And it attacks
" leftists as “fake revolutionaries,” w
“run around workplaces claiming to
lead our workers and peasants. with
‘schemes that are divorced from what
can justly be demanded under these
circumstances.” © : -

o3

Has the strategy been tried before?
Yes. itisth rategy of the R 7

_ Revoluti narid Trot
any two-s theory
underdeveloped, the working class a

. minosity, and all the arqumenis ab
why ialism is not yel possibi
which are used about Nicaragua
today. were made by the majority of
socialists in Russia 1. But the B

- sheviks led the workers in se
state- power. fought the a
the workd ¢ olgie Lo in
sia. and buiit tne Third inb
try 1o spread the revolulio

- U.S. do to help the Nicaraguar r
lution? E : K

egy of the Sandi-
nds of the bour-

¥ ears,. d’
attitude: offering




agreement, the Experimental
Negotiating Agreement
(ENA). We need to mobil-
ize to fight the company.
attacks and for a decent con-

tract. The fight against Sec-.

tion C must be part of the
larger fight for control over
working conditions.

~In this fight, District 31
could take the lead. Local
~ leaders are due to meet in
December to talk about ne-
_gotiations and to vote on the
‘'right to ratify.” Will Balan-
off lead the district in a fight
for the right to ratify? Will he
mobilize the rank and file?

~We doubt it. For all his left-

sounding - talk, Balanoff

would rather maneuver
_ among bureaucrats than un-
_ leash the power of the ranks.
~ Once in motion, the ranks
might just decide to go far-
ther than Balanoff wants.2

work
At
in Chicago,
pany harassment of won
has focused on one sim
. need of all steelworkers
clean place to wash
smell and fiith of the mill
50 you can walk out the g
feeling like 2 human bei

Things are so bad at Sot
Works that a few weeks a
women in one washrot
gathered kindling wood
barn the place down in |
hopes of getiing a new ot
Now. a  plant-gati iy
being organized to#Fy o
a fire under U.S: Steel's a

Many women at Sot
Works have no washrool
at all. “They are forced
carry. or wear their wo
-clothes,  helmet, workbot
and other safety equipme
home. ‘While  they are
work; their clothes or otf
personal belongings C
easily be stolen.

The washroom h

-are  overcrowded



Commitiee to discuss the ) o
rally, postponing it at least Pl
two weeks. She also sug-
gested filing a fourth ‘griev-
ance, this time alleging sex
discrimination.
On September 24, the
Women's Committee did
meet and endorsed the raliy.
1t is'now scheduled for Oc-
tober 17. Women will try to
. get the full support of the
union at the October 10 gen-
eral membership meeti
too close to our press
for us to report on.
Part of the motion for the
rally .was that the Women's
Committee elect a group to
organize the rally and hold a
press conference. Although
many of the women invcived
voted for Peurala in the jast
election, they did not_think
she would pull together the
rally’and did not want her to
be spokesperson for it.
The plant-gate rally at
South Works is a very smali
event in the fong run. But it
is an. example of women
workers organizing them-
. selves, and their union, to
fight capitalist attempts to
= push them out of a job
lear that These kinds of actions
be held in any people the power workers
ptember 19, have 'when they band to-
gether. I is on the basls of
that understanding that
olutionaries can win war
as to the struggle to overibrow
the capitalist class as a

i
|

“they were beaten back b“ 1
monstration was sponsgred by the
Action-at Seabrook, a faction of th C




santry, and by in-
f state-capitalist

WP, "théra is no

Stop the threats against

Cubal The U.S. should get
out of Cuba and shut up. The

U.S. has no business inter-
fering with Cuba in any
way. 3

workers, then it makes sense
to try to build up a section of
the labor bureaucracy that
talks “left” and claims to be
socialist.

This is what the SWP
strategy really amounts to.
This is why the SWP never
calls for a socialist revolu-
tion in the U.S. It is why the
SWP sells out the struggle
for gay liberation—to im-
prove its image with “re-
spectable” trade union bu-

- reaucrats. The left-sounding

bureaucrats the SWP. will
build up have no intention of
mobilizing the workers to

overthrow the capitalists and .

establish a proletarian dic-
tatorship. They will use their
power and influence to try to

_control the workers, to pre-

and innovation.
new incentives
and investment
preneurs  and
firms.” Kenped
On record as say
iness should get
inany taxcutin
investment.
Kennedy bas
to parrow the d
any subsiarce |
and Garter. Th
that the Kenned
sociated with w
by the ruling <
1960s, but Cart
are a more acc
of ‘the. consen
‘capitalists toda
Kennedy has |
that  the
between him a
the question of
ership.” Io other
Kennedy will be
support for ali ¢!
of self-sacrifice
keeps praying
accept.
Kennegdy ha
that he is n
agreement’ wi
foreign policy ar
program. in Me
December. he
Carter's plan tc
programs and i



prosecutors can move in havior.™ inhimas a de[enderof their ’ E
against the workers for at- Fortunately, $.1437 has interests. Qthers will” sup-
temptad “extortion.” not yet become law. Al- port him to keep a right-
-~ Another = pfovision | de- though -Kennedy took the ' wing Repubiican out of ‘of-
clares it a misdemeanor to lead in getting the biil fice. hoping he will provide
“obstruct © a  government passed through the Senate, at least a littie relief-for their ¢

function by physical inter- it has been bottled up in the problems.
ference”—a provision aimed House of Representatives for All will be making a ser-

against anti-government the past year and a half. But tous mistake. The econemy

demonstrators-at any federal it does provide workers, is stumbling downhit *

facilities. Moreover, the biil Blacks, Latins and ali groups toward a full-scale depres-

ingluti®s key sections of the fighting against capitaiist sfon. The capitalists are

Subversive Activities Control oppression with a chilling digging in their heels to pro- B
Act of 1950, a relic of the vision of the reality that lies tect their property and their

‘worst years of anti-commu- behind Kennedy's posturing power at the expense of the

nist hysteria during the Cold as the “defender of the op- working  class. Kennedy
War. pressed.” . knows this very weli. He i3

The hundreds of thou- it's too early to tell trying to convince the cap-
sands of prisoners, mainly whether the ruling class wil! italists that, precisely be-
Black ‘and Latin, in federal back Kennedy or not. What cause he has the toyalty of

- prisons would be among the is certain is that workers working people. he is the
‘first vietims of 5.1437. The have no use for this kind of best 3 didate to

bill completely eliminates “savior.” It ks unfortunately carry out thel e. De-
parole for federal prisoners. true that many will support spite his stick rhetoric, he
Instead, prisoners can earn Kennedy nonetheless. Some remains a loyal servant of

ime off for "good be- will maintain their illusions the ruling class.
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