e u

Reconstruct Li h I8 A\Iewspaper
the of the
Fourth Ju Rev utionar?
International! stsLaague

J

OF W!SCONS’N

VOLUME 5, NUMBER 7/25¢ " JULY 15-AUGUST 14, 19878

| SMASH 34"
| RACIST

this decision, - EE——
a 38-year-old
government

program who had
own by 11

chools—will
the Davis o S
n.the fall.
A act[on {the policy
vﬁj g opbnlngs in ed- ro ec
and employment for

ims of racial and sex-

| scrimination) is legal, L

) long as il doesn't
‘involve the use of quotas.
Instead of quotas, the
jlﬁ‘f es said tha! race, sex
and ethnic background could CHICAGO, July 10--Twen- the Nazis have then
be taken into account as one ty-two Nazis heid a rally yes- quarters. s a
{Continued on page 16) terday in the Marquette Park munity with a
section of this city. Despite racist attacks on B
the 1.5G0 cops mobilized to pie The MNass ©
protect them the Nazis had Marquette Parx a5 a tacr a0
to limit their raily to a haif  :ng ground

hour  QOver 2.000 anti-tiuzi

militants turned out to dem
onstrate against the Nas
racists and to try to prevent
them from railying

The Nazis members of the

National Sociatist (Nazi) Par-
ty led by Frank Coliin. had
-waged a two-year battie 10
get a permit {o hold & raily in
Marquette Park. Finaily. they
cut a dea! with the courts o
call off a planned march In
Skokie. a largely Jewish
suburb of Chicago. in ret
for the Marquetie Park per-
mit Marquette Park where

This system set aS|de
of 100 places for qualified
Black. Latin, Asian and wo- -
men students who may not

iead amti-Nazi chanting.

White Committes

BSL and- Black and




Send letters to: N
TORCH, PO Box 562,
N.Y., N.Y. 10036

Gay prisoner writes

Dear Torch/La Antorcha:
l'am a gay federal prisoner
who was sent to federal
prison in Sept. of 73. | came
to federal prison for car
theft. with only five years. |
now have a total of tife and *
42 years. It began in Sept.
'73. when | was 20 years old.
in Springfield federal hospi-
tal. | tried to run off because
| didn't steal that car | was

On tactics for the

were already.. Even
fore the recent posiage
increases, the $3 for
one-year sub -didn
cover malling costs. At
the new rates, it costs
us $4.92 just to mail out
a one-year sub of the
Torch/La Antorcha. Be-
cause of this, as of July
15, 1978, the price of a
one-year - subscription
goes up to $5. Informa-
tion about other rates
can be found in the sub-
scription blank on page
17.

Where possible, we
encourage readers of the
Torch/La Antorcha . to
take out supporting
subs.” The extra contri-
bution wili help us to
continue our policy of
mailing free subs to
hundreds of prisoners
across the country.

‘We are sorry that we

We would like to- thank
our subscribers in ad-

" sqppor(.

-PAGE, 2/TQ!

t'

have to raise- our sub-
scription prices; but we .
have no other "choice,”

vancé for your continued

antl:NaZI struggle

~ you don't conslider that “sub-
tg([tulionl sm*™

The invasion of the Nazi
oftice in Chicago itself might
have been more effective if
PLP had called- on other
working-class organizations

to join the action. There
might bave been fewer PLP
casualties {at least one PLP
supporter was hospifalized),
and more casualties on the
part of the Nazis.

“~The ‘PLP. in other words,
often puts its narrow organi-
zational “interests” ahead of
the need to organize and
mobilize the workers. This Is
a typical example of organi-
‘zational sectarianism.

.- However, there is also a
ery positive side to what
PLP does in the anti-Nazi
fight—a side. which stands
in stark contrast to the
approach of groups like the
Sociaiist Werkers Party
{SWP) and the Communist
Party {CP). PLP refuses to
rely on the capitalist. cops
and courts to stop the Nazis
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ency, could you explain why

‘m syre other
woulld  also
/ rlarlficanon

gether
move to stop any future
marches by the Nazis. |
would

and the Klan. They don't call
on the working class to
“demand that the criminal
responsible for (the terrorist
attacks) be arrested, pr"oqe-
cuted and locked away,

lhe SWP recently did PLP
rstands that the bdur-
tam will never stop
At a time when
iﬁ?x lﬁfi s putting
lc and

105t Maolst
65 “6R the
Klan in the
e nged to
clst para-

: prisoner
v hig, Tennes-
cfﬁv d” your latest

oy your efforts to
to the Nazi organi-
é““th the U.S.

‘ndei’stand that your or-
74tl6n, the Revolution-
‘Socialist League and the

_Black and White Detense

ommittee are joining to-
in a revolutionary

like to know more

caught. and charged for
attempted escape and | re-
celved two more years added
on to my five-year term. Thit
made a totai of seven years.
From Springfieid | was
rransferred to El Reno. Okla-
homa. where | ended wp
getting a life term tor stab-
bing ‘another inmate who
pulled a homemade knife on
me. with plans of having me
forced into having sex with
him and his friends. But out
of fear, | took his knife away
and stabbed him to death
By me being gay and
without any family to turn to,
I was railroaded into plead-
ing guilty and Judge Dale
Cook gave me a life term
From E! Reno | went to
Lewisburg Pennsylvania, a
federal max prison, and |
was forced to either be a
weak gay and let them use
me for a fu-fu bag or fight for
my rights. | again stabbed
another so-called ass-taker
He aiso died, and as always,
gays are wrong for defending

themseives—and | receives 5
35-year term!

Now I'm at Leavenw
Kansas. max prison
note ‘or fignting
Your gay brother,

RB

From
Ghana

Dear Torch/La Antorcha:

| came across your for:
nightly magazine t
“Torch” some few weeks ago
and f found it to be very i
teresting. | will therefore o
very grateful if you :
kindly add me to your list
subscribers from all over :
worid.

{ hape to hear from yo
very soon Thank you 0 ac
vance
Yours faithfully,

Name Withheld
Ghana, West Africa

Stop the racist

frame-up/

Dear Editor

A8 a long-time reader of
the Torch, | want your other
readers to know about an
injustice taking place in the
Crown Heights section of
Brooklyn. George White is a
friend and neighbor of mine.
He Is a. family man with a
wife and four young sons
He is a Teamster driver with
10 years' seniority and no
police record.

about your progress if any-
more information is availa-
ble.

| would also like to know
more about the Revolution-
ary Socialist League and the
Black and White Defense
Committee. Upon my release
| would very much like to join
you in this necessary strug-
gle. | go to the board in
August, so it could be soon.
if not then, I'tl give you a rain
check. | deeply appreciate
your paper Thank you.
Sincerely,
Name Withheld

The police. however, are
trying to stick him with a
phony armed robbery rap. A
15-year-old youth claims that
George and two other men
robbed him at gunpoint of
$202. That's it for the evi-
dence against George. There
are no other witnesses The
police can’t produce the gun
that was supposedly used or
the money that was sup-
posedly stolen.- Further
George was visiting friends
at the same time this person
says the robbery was sup-
posed to be taking place.

Some of us in the neigh-
borhood are pulling together
a defense committee. We are
not going to fet the govern-
ment railroad George into_
prison. We are going to take
his case to the community
for support Funds are a big
problem because lawyers are
expensive. We would also
like letters and telegrams of
support from individuais.
unions, and community
groups. Please send money
and letters to George White.
c¢/o Torch. When we get a
requiar address. we’ll let you
know.
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ceived a

nworth.
-in the

But the CPI only
5.3 percent increase-since

this time tast year. And the .

government says the official

inflation rate for 1978 is now -

9.3 percent. They're trying to
tell us that things thatcost a
dollar fast year only went up
anickel and will only go up a
dime this year. Who are they
kidding?

Unfortunately, these offi-
cial government figures
aren't just something they
print in the papers. The GP!
affects the incomes of over
50 million people. Increases
in Social Security and all fed-
eral pensions deperidon it;
so do school lunch budgets
and food stamps.

Union contracts covering
8.5 million workers have
escalator clauses tied to the
Consumer Price index. Un-
der these clauses ~workers
get a cost-of-living wage in-
crease it the CPI goes up a
“certain number of points.
Even then the workars get

: s of fancy
a cme perﬁem

~scre

TAX REVOLT SWEEPS COUNTRY:

family ‘buys
make upa |

the ruling class
eat steak and

ical care, etc. Prices for all
items on this list are-checked
regularty. The CPt is a record
of how the cost of this “mar-
ket basket” changes.
According to.the Consum-
er Price index, workers spend
39.8 percent of their income
on housing (including utili-
ties). 20.4 percent on food
and 7 percent on clothing—a
totat of 87.2 percent. if these
figures were true, g famy
with $200 weekly = h
would have $65 left after they
pay for food. cloth and
sheiter, Bul the capi 3lists’
figures are basec cn gross
pay. Out of that worker's

g

By PAUL BENJAMIN

A wave of tax revolts is
sweeping over the country.
On June 6, California voters
passed Proposition 13,
hich will slash state prop-
erly taxes by 87 percent.
Now citizens' groups and
politicians in 30 stales are
oming out with their own
chemes to cut local spend-

ing.
n Nebraska,
ts, Arlzong and Oregon,

cers to pay
nflation

YS!
he index may trig-
hon change in in-
In other

percent, the
pay $1 billion
'orkers. That's
lass needs a
but ny statistics.
They dorﬂ 1§ﬁim to pay in-
creases b sed on the real in-
flation rate..They ‘don’t want
to rdise welfare payments, or
Social Security or food
stamps. They want to make
the workmg ciaas pay for in-
flation.

pa "It’s thsir system and
their nflaub%let them pay
the bills. Wh%‘should the rul-
ing class eat steak and lob-
ster while the workers five on
beans?!

Workers need a cost-of-
tiving allowance (COLA) that
would make up for past infia-
tion and match rising prices
penny for penny. Pricé com-
mittees of workers and
housewives should check
out*what things cost in the
res, how  much workers
pay for housing and other
necessities: That way the

working class could fight for
“a/COLA based on our own

es in contract struggles,
elfare, Social Security,

workers, union and
union, employed and

unemployed. have te fight -

Massachu-

*

the deepening economic cri-
sis ifi'the U.S. For example,
inflation Is now over 9 per-
cent with no decline in sight
In some states this. pius
land speculation, is sending
property taxes skyrocketing.
As a result, many iaxpayers
can barely afford the pay-
ments required to keep thei
homes.

Faced with declining n
comes and rising prices,
many frustrated taxpayers
are looKing tor a way to sur-
vive. This has allowed lead-
ers of the lax revolt to claim
that they are leading a rebel-
lion of the "little people”
agalnst government spend
ing.

But the real organizers of
the tax revolt are right-wing
busingssmen and politiclans
who wan! o use widespread

“resentment against high tax-
es 1o altack the trade unions,
‘the Black and Latin com:
munities, and other op-
pressed groups. For in-

together for a decent living
standard. The non-union and
unemployed workers  are
used by the hosses as a club
against organized labor to
keep down wages. So it's in
the interest of wunionized
workers to unite with ail
workers against the bosses’
inflation.

Workers 1n the big unions
have a [ot of power M they
go on strike, they can shut
all the major industry and
sarvices in this country down
tight. They have the power to
beat the ruling class's at-
tacks on the living standards
of the working class.

A united working class
can win concessions from
the ruling class. And it can
do more. A united working
class can overthrow the
whole rotten capitalist sys-
tem. [

Middle-class homeowneis in LA §
JULY 15-AUGUS]

stance, Howard Jarvis, who
initiated Proposition 13. is
an arch-conservative retired
businessman who has close
ties to the John Birch So-
ciety The National Tax Limt-
tation Committee, which s
arganizing petitions to cut
1ax and spending in 15
state 5 led by Lewis Uhler
Uhler is a former aide to
right-wing Republican teader
Ronald Reagan

Bosses back
tax revolt

Much of the ruiing class
not only supports the tax
revolt. but is working hard 1o
extend it Witham Milar
head of the Federal Reserve
Board. welcomed Propos:
tion 13 as a warning to the
tederal government to slash
spending President Carter
15 threatening to veto spend-
ing bills passed by Con
aqrass Congress  sett cut
aver $1 billion from the De-
partment  of Heattn Hu
cabion and Wettare, which
> Most government social
S5ervice programs

This campaign repras
a victory for the openiy
15t anti-labor wing ot
U.S ruling class They
other sections of the ¢
st class have d
the liberal polic
dominated U.S. poiics
the 1960s dont work any
more.

Struggle won
concessions

Avcut 10 years ago the
i revolt against racism
was at its height
Btack people across the
country organized, marched,
and struck 1o win their rights
and decent living conditions.
Black youth in the er
cities across the country
rgse in rebeHions against the
miserable tiving conditt
in the ghettos. The rul
class tried to buy off thess
movements through govern-

(Continued on page 7}




By FRANK HOPKINS

* his glub and started beating
- on King. Finally, the cop left
after King started shouting.

Community
demands justice

These attacks sparked an
’angvy response from thé
people of Crown Heights. A
number of community meet-
. ings were heid, denouncing
“the cops and the city
 bosses. Then on June 19,
demonstrators marched to
the office of the Brooklyn
borough president and then
to City Hall. They demanded
justice for Miller and Rhodes.
And they demanded that the
racist 77th Precinct Police

Station be closed down.

The ‘response of the city
‘government "has been the
‘same ‘as always—covering
up for the cops. Mayor Koch
is promising an investigation
into the death of Arthyr
Miller He is promising that
there will be no whitewash

_ But people have heard these

promises before. People in
Crown Heights know that the
investigations aren't going
to protect them from further
racist attacks. So, in order to
discourage the racists. 3
patrol has been set up tc
defend the community
against further attacks. This
patrol could be a real siep
toward ending the racist
terror in Crown Heights. Bu:
it depends on a couple of
important steps being taken

First. the patrols cannot
work with the cops. Peopte
have already seen how con-
cerned the cops are about
the lives of people in the
Crown Heights area. in fact
the patrols have tc be pre-
pared to defend against fu-
ture attacks by the cops as
weil as other racisis

Secondly, militants can’
allow the conservative com-
munity leaders to turn the
patrols into “anti-crime” vi-
gilante groups. If the patrols
end up going after “youth
crime,” the community will
be split. Then the cops and
racists will be able to move
right in again, pretending to
be a big help in the fight
against “youth crime.” Youth
tace a lot of the police ha-
rassment in the community
and they must be drawn into
the patrols.

The main point is that
people have to rely on them-
selves—not the cops, not
the courts, and not the poli-
ticians. Militants must fight
to build the patrols into mili-
tant, anti-racist defense
squads. This is the first step
in putting an end to the
racist attacks.

year the rapists were finally
brought before a criminal
court in Aix-en-Provence.
. During the course of the
trial, women spectators,
journalists and lawyers as
well as the two rape victims
and thelr families were
threaténed and molested.
For two days, mass demon-
strationsat the court de-
mandéd ‘that the rapists be

The verdict: Serge Petrilli
was found:guilty of rape and
his twe friends of attempted
rape. Under French law rape
only .occurs, when there is
penetration and- ejacuiation.
it a rapist can’t go through
with theiwHole brutal busi-
ness. he's not guilty of rape!

ltage in the
Serge Pe-

Society

blames victim
e repeatedly
7 houss,

ictims went to the
The “cops couldn't
- brush; ihe'“ ofi the
These

it's hard for
prove  rape

o

have sex wiif !'e( a’iawa
A man bests’ upa woma
ang threats

she fights bay

often she

the courts say she agreed to
have sex with him. # she
succeeds in getting the rap-'
ist arrested. he'l! only be-
charged with beating her up.

That's how rape charges in
France have always been
reduced to assault and bat-

tery.

invitéd their
d them on.

'They fought and

felony under French law,‘but

In ear}y May, the three s
the charges are Usually re-

rapists ‘were’ jailed after the
casehad dragged througb a

duced to assault and battery.
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gives in Then the cops and -

But that doesn't only hap-
pen in France.

In this sexist, capitali§t sc-
ciety a woman is not a
person. but an object. a
thing that any man can take
if he wants jt. He can take a
woman by force——rape her.
Or he can marry her and
make her his propegty, to use
for ‘his pleasure, or as a
child-bearing machine or a
workhorse.

Women
fight back

The s"ugg!e agams ape
is bringing om fig

spirit of
country. in Spam they've got
“Contra ta
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v whnewash
heard these
P

,racists,, a

hundreds of rein-
. Chicago Police

leadership, the large
group was - made

members and supporters of

the Jewish Defense League
(JDL). The Progressive:Labor

Party and the International

Committee Against Racism
also led a large contingent,
but they refused to work with
the other groups and stayed
away from challenging the
cops.

The JDL and the contin-
gent from the Revelutionary
Socialist League ~and the
Biack and White Defense
Committee (BWDC; were the
"'oups most determined to

get at the Nazis

The red-nefmeted sguads
of the RSL and BWDC con-
tingent were a focal point of
the demonstration. The

BWDE banner read: “Death -
Nazis—Workers

to the
Unite.” OuT contingent was
in the front lines when the
crowd charged the police.
When the demonstration
ended. many of the militants
w~ere determined tc go to
Marguette Park on July 8 to

nue the anti-Nazi of-

nately, on July 9
the balance of forces was
not as favorable for the anti-
" Nazi fighters. This was
Wosﬂy because the cops
were much better organized
to keep militants.away from
' the Nazi rally. A contingent
of *2,000, anti-Nazi demon-
vas scheduled to
arch “from” West Engle-
00d, a BI ack nelghborhood

ighbor:
i s from
ywhere near the

Unlike the Nazis' marches
in St, Louis and elsewnere‘
this time they had a falr
'amount ot support from the
crowd. Some were openly
Nazi sympathizers, includ-
ing the rival Nazi party from
Cicero, lilinois. Others were
whites from the neighbor-
hood who agreed with the
Nazis’ anti-Black, anti-Jew-
ish ltne. Over 50 youths were
wearing White Power t-shirts
with swastikas.

Eew leftists managed to
get around the police lines
make it into Marquette

e Rovolutionary
Party and the
arty {Marxist-
diown out the
oakers with Ghants of
o the Nazist™ Mili-
including  sup-

., also had
resence in the

d the anti-Nazi
st and anti-Se-
were plentiful

\tothe end of June, hun-
of thousands of peo-
ook part in Gay Pride
“Week marches in major Git-
ies across the country. The
mobi hzanons took piace in

RSL contingent in Los An(e'ie;»-Gay Pride " march.

Anti-Nazi demonstrator shouts across cop lines, June 24.

Until the July 9 Marquette
Park rally, the Chicago Nazis
had been decisively defeated
whenever they had tried to
demonstrate. On March 11 in
St Louis, where the Nazis
held their convention, thou-
sands of working people
drove them off the streets
At their supposed “victory”
rally 1n Chicago on June 24
the Nazis ran for cover within
minutes after showing their
faces.

But the Chicago cops
made sure that the Nazs’
July 9 rafly was a success
With help from the cops. and
the capitalist state behind
them, the Nazis were able 1o
win a victory—although
small—that anti-Nazi mih-
tants had denied them pre-
viously.

the midst of a swelling right-
wing otffensive against
rights. Gay rights laws have
recently been overturned in
St. Paul. Minnesota, Wich-
ita. Kansas: anrd Eugene.

LR R 2R 2B 20 b 20 SR b 20 B 20 2% 4

The Chicago Sun-Times
blew the story of what
happened in Marquette
Park. They named the So-
cialist Workers Party (SWP)
as the group chanting
“Death to the Nazis.” in-
stead of the Revolutionary
Socialist League.

A supporter of the RSL
called the SWP office and.
without identifying herselt,
said that she thought what
they had done was great.
They were embarrassed and
confused. The guy she
tatked to was in town far
the first day. not quite sure
of himself, but pretty sure
that the SWP hadn’t done
that.

“Maybe you're thmk*ng
of the Revolutionary So-
cialist League,” he said

P I A A

ER 400,000 MARCH
GAY PRIDE DEMOS

Oregon In
Senator Jo
empting
those w
rights. from
Okiaboma legis
ready passed nitar Dili

The largest demonstra

VEHATS

Leaders hold
back strti}c)gleé




for aWaadS Bilal (a/k/a Vernon Lee Joe), a prisone at
nitentiary in Richmond. Bilal'is a vl

charge. The on
ttacker had a full head of h

Jent . Junch-time protest—
early 100 percent effective
~—-as part of the day’s show
of unity. This was the se-
cond silent lunch in as many
months. The first protest fol-
lowed the murder of Brother
fMusa Prisoners filed into
mess hall but nobody
i-a word.
The .demonstration was
*called to'protest the growing
repression at Green H
On May-3 a Latin prisoner,
Pedro Juan Arroyo, died in
‘the hospital of malnutrition.
A week later, Musa Abdul
Mu'Min, a Sunni Muslim,
was burned to death In his
‘cell by racist guards. Since
© then, members of the Au-
gust 8th Brigade have been
threatened by Kian guards.

Sister speaks on
women prisoners

After the march, a rally
was held across from the
main guard checkpoint
Individuals and speakers rep-
resenting groups addressed
the marchers. Diara, a sister
active in prisoner work,
.spoke about struggles of
women prisoners at Bed-
ford Hills. She denounced
the physical and ‘sexual
abuse directed at women

Gay prisoner framed
Doyle (Biue) Turner, a prisoner at the
Penitentiary at Walla Walla, is being held
was framed for * flghtmgwnh aguard.’
harasse cause heisa gay prisonef € %
founding members of Men Against Sexism (MAS) hisisthe -
only gay rights organization W|thm any pr»son in the Uni
States.
In order to make an example of‘l“urner a guard offi
Mason, attacked him in early June. Thmy prison
the attack. These prisoners all handed in statemen
Against Sexism, stating that they saw.what happenéd and.
that Turner fought in self-defense. The administrators of the
prison have refused to honorthese statements. Men Against
Sexism has distributed leaflets requesting support for Doyle
Turner. Letters of protest can be sent to: Governor Dixy Lee .
Ray, Olympia, WA 98504. S

;Sﬁppart
the Prisoner
Literamre Fuqq'

and u)rre\pond with the Re
tionary Socialist League has
increased significantly. -

The RSL pro v
literature to p:
tenitthat we can, Also. large
bers of prisoners receive free sub-
| seriptions to the Torch.
Lack ‘of funds keeps us from
sending prisone I the literature
| they want. T'nus o increase the

Prisoner Lit-
encourage all

*'*

IN BRIEF. ... On July 12, Joan, Lmla pleaded guilty to
escape charges and was sentenced to six months to two years
in addition to her current seven-fo- ten~year sentence. Little,
feqring for her life, escaped from a North Carolina
Coryectional Center for Women last October, but she was
recaptured.in Brooklyn, New Ydrk.two months later.

On July 3, the U.S. Supreme Court issued a new. ruhng on
the death penalty As a result, the Ohio death penalty was..
ruled unconstitutional. This affects nearly 100 pnsoners\
mcludmg Carl Osborne. now on Ohio's death row. f

—FH

[N To Our Readers in Prison: NS

The August 8th Brigade needs your support. The
New York State prison keepers are trying to railroad the
Brigade members on charges stemming from the
rebellion at Napanoch prison last year.

The conditions . that sparked the rebellion at
Napanoch, including racist harassment and brutality by
KKK guards, are similar'to those in prisons across the
country. The brothers who rose ‘up at Napanoch were
striking a blow for all prisoners: Now, the state has
singled out 10 brothers to serve as examples.

- We cannot let this happen. The Torch/La Antorcha
asks all our prisoner readers—here and abroad—to write ;
letters of solidarity to the Brigade. This s a concrete
way of demonstrating that the brothers of the August Sth
Brigade are not alone. Send letters to; . o

August 8th Brigade Defense Committee .
PO Box 524, New York, NY 10036

prisoners. especially by
white racist male guards
against Black and Laun
women

“There is
awar...”

Rod Miller of the RSL also
spoke at the rally. The Times
Herald Record (a Middle-
town, New York. paper)
quoted Millerr “There is a
growing prisoner struggle
across the country. There is
a war between the ruling
class and the oppressed
poor " Pointing to the prison
compound several hundred
yards away, he said. “Those
inmates are prisoners of that
war.”

Miller then read a message
of solidarity issued by the
August 8th Brigade. The
message read in part:

“The struggles inside the
prisons and those on the
outside are one and the
same. We are all fighting one
common enemy. Together
we will build a strong and
powerful movement, united
and determined to tear down
the walls of oppression
wherever they exist.

“The key to survival is
unity. |- we all unite, we will
achieve where .many have
failed. Forward tovictory!""
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FREE THE-

AUGUST 8th BRIGADE

The trials of the August
8th Brigade are scheduied to
start soon. The Brigade and
the Revolutionary Socialist
League are stepping up their
efforts to organize a. mili-
tant defense. The August 8th
Brigade Defense Committee
has been formed to co-ordi-
nate the struggle to free the
10 indicted brothers. To
build this struggle, people
need to know who the Bri-
gade are and why they are
being tried.

Who is the
Brigade?

On August 8. 1977 over,
200 prisoners took control of
the B-3 Block and other parts
ot the Eastern Correctional
Facility at Napanoch  New
York The prisoners took 14
hontages and held the priscen
for 12 hows  The demands
Sthe rebellion woere

T An end to unsantary
meess hall conditions and a
e 20t el

2y Fainng ol suspected
Klan  members  sergeants
Budd and Stuha.

P jroof e good
tirme buli for porele reform,

Join the
Fight!

4) Unconditional amnesty
for alt involved in the rebel-
lion

The rebellion ended when
the prison officials agreed
verbally to meet the prison-
ers’ demands. But once the
hostages were released, the
prison keepers broke their
promises Troopers and
guards retook the prisen and
attacked the prisoners, beat-
ing them and putting them in
keep-tock. None of the de-
mands were met.

Forty-three of the prison-
ars were selected al random
and charged with varous vio-
lations of prison requlationg
15 a tesuit of the rebellion
The A2 wore shippod to s
ving pesan whers thoy wete
Pl asabiion not oven
ool Toosoo thinr lawyers
veh While at Sing
S, these pasonesr s tormed
the  August  8th Brnigade
Chatges against some of the
4% were dropped. Others
spent time in the "box " ad
oSt good timie T n the e
10 bruthers - the August 8th

'
N

Brigade—were ndicted on
felonies. 1ncluding first de-
gree riot  coercion and as-
sault |f convicted, they will
get 7-15 years added to thenr
current sentences. The Au-
qust 8th Bnigade defense
centers on these 10 prison-
ers: Andre Nieves; Eddie
Pacheco, Hector Semidey;
Enrique Suarez; Frank Ab-
ney; Felix Castro; Lorenzo
Perez; Ronald Tacardon;
Jacques Roberts; Luis To
rres.

Since the rebellion, the
Brigade has faced comtinu-
ing harassment. After being
held at Sing Sing, the 43
prisoners were transferred to
prisons all over New York
state. Some were sent to the

infamous Unit 14 at Chintog
others to Auburn, Elmira and
Comstock Some were held

nothe box ™ ot Atliea o
severd months They wiere
uable fo comimuong ie with
cach other o with the aut
s world Legal morl weae
held up and contisoated by
the hoeepors

I Mareh a court ordes
torced the state To trare b
the I mndicted Brigade mem
bers to Green Haven no they
coutd prepare thenr detenaor:

KKK guards and a
specific target of the rebel-
. was also transferred to

Latin prisoners were placed
on his cell block!

derned entry on the whm of

G Reep lack for e

t rollers with no bobby pins; A dress
winter coat with no warm lining. You
ottie of “Puerto Rican Rum” and two packs
1o ko’%b‘her satisfied.

YOu. LIED TO uUsi
rother you promised: If he went to
d kilied lots of “gooks,” that when he came
ver did come ‘back) that his family would
re as citizens, that his G.I. Bill would be
any “H!al Estate Office” or any “University.”
1 X i aw live a more decent and better life than the
year’s. rebel y fr son!
Napanoch, New . - ’
yoirgave him: An unremovable bullet in his
e full of dope In his left arm; A stick of
. ocket; A book in his reach entitled “How to
AMERICA YO! ; L A ’ gher and steal from your mother and never
g ¥ The american flag sewn to his chaest;
change and improve o : Chains from his ankles leading him to the closest
water. You told us of a “Hei whare -opportunity - “prison,” where he will be left to die and rot.
existed for everyorie, When ftﬁan was an. equal )
man. You told us to come and ea which _ AMERICA YOU LIED TO US!!!
was supposed to be better than Puerto mco “You told us To my sister you promised: Baby dolis to play with;
that eventually our Island would become self-governing. A kindergarten where she could draw pictures of
“Mommy” and “Daddy;” Children who would not realize
AMERICA YOU LIED TO uUS!!! their accent; A teacher who would lock over and watch
To my father, you promised him a job, where eight her experience life.
hours a day is enough! Where a union woiild.protect his
rights. Where taxes from his pay-would. supply good instead you gave her: An unhappy christmas; A
books for us his children. A protected neighborh picture of her dead brother who died in your wars: A
The garbage collected five days a week. A house that  school that threw her art and ideas in the garbage pail;
was well-built. A place for his children to play.  And a doll that died from lead poisont
Television to entertain “mama” after the house cleaning
was done. You promised.my father Social Security, Pen- HLIED TO UStH
sion Ptan, umon benefits, Me msurance. ised: An education; A future and
s rents; A house in the suburbs with

i not ﬂgh! your wars, but mine
ism! | wili not buy your homes nor
h tha ones ‘you call failures. 1 will
, people of the Third World, of all
{'will not diein: youf prison or your
t ighting for {he» tNDEPEN-

.al the cocktalf parties

instead you ga\re her: A bottle. full of birth control
< pilts; A list of welfare investigators to call up; A new
book—"Cooking the American Way”—the only way—so

. bR
own childreni!}

_iQUE VIVA PUERTO RICO LIBRE!
i QUE VIVA LA REVOLUCION!

These attacks on the 8r
gade are part of the growsng
racist activities of KKK mem-
hers and sympathizers ab.,
are guards ar Green Hayae
isee ast month s Torch/La
Antorcha or et T
Wian Nas e

“We are
freedom fighters’

«~° ™% August 8th Brigade
Defense Commitfee, PO Box
524. New Yark, NY 10038
212 889-9239
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Is Socialism?

workers fall to their deaths
because their bosses cut
costs. Today to save work-
ers' lives we need to over-
throw the mass murderers-—

Socialism does not exist
anywhere in the world today.
Russia, East Europe, China,
Cuba, are not socialist coun-
tries. Workers did make a
revolution in Russia, forming

The following is a reprir
of a leaflet published by the
Detroit -Revolutionary-Auto- .

_Committee. It ap-

‘the Warren Stamp-
ing Organfzer duringa re
union election campalgn

raised im ortant ‘que

that. workers ‘are begil i
to discuss. One of these is-
What A
~what 1t

tmnary Autoworkers Cam-

by defeatlng the workers
~Today, all these govern-
ments_exploit and oppress
the workers under the name
of soclalism or communism.
the U.S., the ruling

~ class uses the defeat of Rus-
s-the repressive

lled so-

“ scare workers into accepting
the capitalisl system as. a
lesser evil. By calling these
countries so alist or com-

The present union leadership
prevents us from using our
unions for defense. These
leaders fear workers organiz-
ing militant struggle more
than they fear the attacks on
us by management. They
use red-baiting the same
way the bosses do, to divide
us, disunite us, and keep our

italist class, It's us

st the bosses.

unions undemocratic. Who
benefits by workers fighting
each other? Management.
And if “reds" can be driven

© from our unions, make no

- mistake, so can Blacks,
Jews, gays, and militant
fighters.

We must fight

History has proven that

 the capitalists will give us

nothing. We have to fight for

every gain. Every dime they
make, they take from us. To-
morrow they will try to
sgueeze.us bloodless. To de-
fend ourselves we musf or-
ganize ourselves on the shop
floor and build a democratic
union. That is the beginning.
But to win the fight for.what
the working class needs, we
will have to take up arms,
build a workers' army. lead a
workers’ revolution that will
bring us to power A work-
ers’ government. collective.
cooperative, democratic. witl
do away with the boss class.
its racism. sexism. oppres-
sion and dog-eat-dog men-
tality Workers will decide
democratically how workers
will live, what society values.
and what is produced That
is socialism

For a workers’
government

A workers’ government
would provide jobs for all
who need. them by dividing
up all the work among those
who are available to do it It
would rebuild the cities pro-
viding jobs at decent union
wages. Putting everyone to
work at meaningful jobs
would shorten the work
week, giving workers time to
develop full, creative and
worthwhile lives. Culture,
education, health and weli-
being in a cooperative so-
ciety That is socialism

For more information
write to: Revolutionary Auto-
workers Committee, PO Box
302, Detroit, M 48221.

club over the miners by
to the proﬁtablhty of the‘

: d a strike vote. The Romeo:
' June 2. Under pressure from Mrller ‘and the r
the International leadership, district anc
bureaucrats gradually broke up the ro
and got most of the mnﬁ\rs back to work wnth
week.

anﬂrne workers in many

PO strike deadline nears
On dJuly 12, over 6,000 postal workers -

emonstrated in'front of the U.S. Postal Setvice
(USPS) headquarters,inWashington, D.C.A
Brooklyn postal clerk said: “The no-layoff clause,
that’s what I'm here about. | hear that the post offic
wants to lay off 100,000 workers E
Layoffs and wages are the main issues at stake in
the negotiations'going on in Washington between .
USPS management and postal unions représenting .
540,000 workers: The unions are demandmg a4
percent annual wage increase. This is double the
amount the Carter Administration has ordered its

of 300 grievances.
Unlted Auto Workers

showed p ata recent umon

on th ssues which sparked the

promised.

workers.

_prov.

subway workers.

signatures demanding that he call a strike vote as

Onduly7,a group:epres y
workers, the Revenue Collector: Bene:vofeut\
Association, gota court Inj or
TWU officials’ method of count,
votes As a result, the ballots

o
’negohators to accep( “where 20 work

_.PAGE 8/TORCH/JULY 15- AUGUST 14,1978

presented-apetition of 17000

NYC: Hacks sabotage strike vote

-On July 6, New York City Transit Workers Union
-{TWU) members from the main bus and subway
bargaining unit rejected the contract proposal
- offered by the union leadership. The.vote was 10,825
. against ratification to 8,506 in favor. This was in fact
_a strike vote. Earlier, TWU membership passed a“no
contract no work” motion unanimously:

Matthew -Guinan and the other TWU bureaucrats.
however, are trying to ignore and suppress the strike
vote. They are taking the votes from five other
smatler bargaining units and are’ lumping them all
together for the final count. In this way, they came

4 up with 12,049 for ratification,

‘Each of these bargaining units ‘have separate

‘contracts. Unlike the main bus
which comes under State of Ne
some of these units negotiate w.
transportation companies.
contracts than the state-em

1,509 against.

under the prbposal witl1edd to adrop in real

It contains less than three’percent a year in across-
the-board new money. It also delays ‘mplemennng a
new cost-of-living formula u i

nearly expired. The rank .

part-time workers to operate the sub:
booths. Along with speedup and attrl
proposal is a major attack on t

ing 600




UNION BUREAUCRATS BOMEB OUT—

Labor Law Reform

By PAUL ALDRIDGE

On June 22, the U.S.
Senate voted to return the
Labor Law Reform Bill
(S.2467) to the Human Re-
sources Committee: This
vote was a major defeat for
the leaders of the American
Federation of Labor-Con-
gress of Industrial Organiza-
tions (AFL-CIO) and the
United Auto Workers (UAW)
union. The bill was the bu-
reaucrats’ main legislative
priority for 1978.

The Labor Law Reform Bill
is an amendment to the
National Labor Relations Act
of 1935. This act set up the
government’s control of la-
bor/management relationq
including the National Labor
Relations Board which sus
pervises union elections a

settles cages dealing wf;ﬁ
§3

Hlega! employvr
The new bill was

The last.ta
short of the
sary to stop

Since S.2467 was
back to committes;.
sors can't reintroduce it until
after July
unclear whether the bill Wil
ever get out of committee. If
it does, it will certainly’ be
more watered down than the
current version.

Although the present ver-
sion of S$.2467 includes a
number of provisions that

15. But it’ Is #

The bureaucrats are afraid that any
movement of workers might

get out of control and offend their
liberal-capitalist friends.

—

strengthen the ability of
workers to combat anti-
union bosses, it is not sup-
portable. On the one hand,
the bill would expand the
rights of union organizers.
increase the penalties
against companies that re-
fuse to bargain in good faith
or fire union activists, and
speed up unlon elections
(see box for specifics) By
théimselves, these reforms
would be usefyl In orga-
nizing unorganized workers

Reform Bill were passed; it
womd make it _that much
easiér for the coal bosses to
attatk the miners.

The willingness of the
labor bureaucrats to stab the
rank-and-file miners in the
back is of a piece with the

approach they took to re-
forming the labor laws. From
the very beginning, the hacks
devoted their resources to
drumming up Support from
the capitalist potiticians and
bosses. And 1o try to win
thelr support, the bureau-
crats tailored the bill to fil
the interests of these ene-
mies of the working class
For example, In exchange
for the support ot President
Carter, the sponsors of the
blll deleted a provision which

would have struck down
sectlon  14b of the Taft
Hartley Act  Section 14b
lows stales to  pass

Ao-work, union-busting
Ieh phake the union
gal. Eliminating t4b

opnnad the door
} housands of
rkers in the
tithwest. but it
ay for Carter's

|

e bill that passed
2 of Representa-
Kg)d double back-

315 illegally fired
ndotiVitles. This was
the Senate to the
time-and-a-half
fterim earnings. Al-
every section went
gh -the mill in the bu-

- redlcrats’ efforts to buy new

support.

Union hacks
scared to
mobilize ranks

The union bureaucrats got
involved in this horse-trad-
ing because they refused to
mobilize rank-and-file union
members to support the bill
-Facing no pressure from or-
ganized rank-and-file work-
ers, the capitalist politi-
cians held all the cards. As a
result, they were abie to dic-
tate their terms for backing
the bill.

The AFL-CIO. spent $2.5
million on ads, studies, and
postcards to build their iob-
bying campaign. Not once
did they even try to mobilize
the rank and file to- support
the bill, other than to write
their congressperson

The main reason for this 1s
that the bureaucrats are af-
raid that any movement of
workers might get out of
control and offend their iib-
eraj-capitalist friends. Doris
Hardesty. the deputy chief of
the AFL-CIO Laber Law Task
Fdrce, flatly rejected any
kind of mass mobilization of
the labor movement. She
pointed to the 1975 Marct
for Jobs in Washington.
D.C. The demonstration was
sponsored by the AFL- C(O
but it rgot’ out

Stalled

Hubert Humpnrey, umon
members spilled out Inte the
field and shouted down
Humphrey. Hardesty said
“That's fhe kind ot thing that
deters us from that type of
tactic.”

in other words, the bu
reaucrats realize that any
attempt to mobilize the un-
ion rank and file holds the
danger of breaking outside
the narrow confines of what
is acceptable to the capitai-
ists 8ince these hacks are
loyal 1o the capitalist sys-
tem. they don't want a bunch
of militants 1o start any real
fight

Instead, George Meany
the president of the AFL
ClO. bought a half-page ad
in the Wall Street Journal
The ad was enfttled. “Open
Letter to Amenican Business
Leaders " The main thrust
was, “since $.2467 doesn’t
realty mean that much any
way, why oppose 1?7

Behind the deteal of
$.2467 was a $5 million
campaign organized by the

Pickets demand unionization of J.P.

worst labor law violator.”

National Action Committee.
The National Action Com-
mittee represents over 500
corporations and trade as-
sociations. The main line of
its right-wing. anti-union
campaign was to ‘‘weaken
the stranglehold of Big La-
bor.”

When the bill was de-
feated. Senate opposition
leader Orrin ciaimed: “Small
business has won the big-
gest victory in history.” This
is bull. in fact, the "driving
torces behind the defeat of
$.2467 were the same huge
monopolies that control the
U 8. economy. in addition to
the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce. the National Right-
to-Work Compmittee. and the
Naticnal Association of
Manufacturers. the Business
Roundtable played a major
role in deteating the bill The
Business Roundiable in-
cludes such “small busi-
nessmen” as General Elec-
tric's chairman. Reginald
Jones, and Dupont's chief
executive, lrving Shapiro.
Citibank, Chase Manhattan
Bank. Exxon ard Generai

_Motors are also represented.
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The deteat of the Labor
Law Retorm Bill underlines
the declining strength of the
organized labor movement
This can be seen in two
ways

First the AFL-CIO is los-
Ing members. in the ‘ast twe
years. the umon federation
has lost over 500.000 mem-
bers At the same tme
unions are XOS!(\Q mare rep-
resentation  electinns  than
they are winning Last year
only 46 percent of the union
elections ended with a union
victory

Second. the defeat high-
lights the deciine ¢t the AFL-
CIO’s political clout in the
past the union bureaucrats
were able to wheel and deat
with the capitahist politi
cians In return fur votes
they were able to win certain
concessions  But fthis s
changing The defeat of
$.2467 followed a defeat in
March of the co 3
picketing bl anag a pre
vious deteat of a unwr
suppornted measure 1o tie

nosHas

creases  an the  manimgrr
wage tao the rse 17 the ong!
of hving

Drive the
bureaucrats

out of unions

Instead  of
with the labor

olayng '
buteaucrdls

Stevens Co., “U.S.'s

the politicians are increas-
ingly looking to the right-
wing forces While the bu-
reaucrats are atraid of mobil-
izing the rank and file of the
union, the right-wing poiiti-
cians are organizing support
for their own causes As
U.S. capitalism sinks further
into crisis and the right wing
grows. the so-called friends
of labor in Congress will
become even less willing to
support any concessions at
ail to the jabor movement
tn order to win real gains,
the fabor movement must
break from the bureaucrats’
policy of relying on the capi-
talist politicians  Militant
and revoiutionary workers in
the trade unions must fight
to expose the coliaboration
of the unicn hacks and the
capitalists Further, the
rank-and-file workers must
organize to drive the bureau-
crats out of the unions.
These setiouts must be re-
placed with a revolutionary
tegdership which is ready to
buitc a real fight based on
what the working class needs
—not what the capitalists

are wiliing to give. ©



Antl-ﬂuke Forces ﬂally at Sea

On June 25, 20,000 people rallied in Seabrook New
Hamp to p the constr -ofa
~ power plant The Clamshell Alliance and olher
mentalists organized the protest. Five days 1
federal government-ordered—construction—tem
halted while the sa!ety of the plant’s cooling.system is
- reviewed.
Unlike last year's occupahon of the construction
site- which led to 1,500 arrests,.the alliance leadership
.-opted for a legal protest worked out with the state au--
thorities. Many of the alliance rank and file favor mass
civil disobedience tactics to disrupt further work on the
- -plant. These militants denounced the leadership’s deal
with the state as a sellout. They see it as part of an at-
tempt to force thé anti-nuke-movement into {egalistic
* channels.

cancer-causing
rs which get
e of the coun-
urces of drink-

sausing substances. Medical
uthorities in many areas are

now advisinig mothers not to

breast feed their babies be-

~cause their own milk may be

contaminated.

Workers the
maln wctlms

Industnal workers are
ampong the worst victims of
the cancer epidemic. The list
of cancer-causing substan-
ces which threaten workers
is staggermg. Chromates,
used in. paints, causé lung
cancer. Rubber workers get

matenal in
jobs, from” tinting

ses. For-80 years, benzidine
(used ‘in dye making) ‘has
been known to cause cancer
of the bladder. it is still wide-
+ el

Sometimes entire indus-
trial communities are affect-
ed. People in copper smelt-
ing towns, for example, have
a high rate of lung cancer. In
three Ohio towns where vinyl
chloride is used in industry,
investigators have reported a
“mysterious” number of
deaths from cancers of the
central nervous system Ev-

ery industry has its own spe-,

cial brands of cancer which
attack,and eat away different
parts of your body

@
Government
does nothing

What is being done about
all of this? The federal gov-
ernment has four agencies
which are responsible tfor
protecting the public from
cancer-causing substances.
One of these. the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Ad-
ministration (OSHA), has ex-
isted for six years. In that
time it has managed to “reg-
ulate” 17 cancer-causing
substances present in indus-
try and other places of busi-
ness. That's 17 out of a total
of more than 1,500 cancer-
causing substances identi-
fied to date. The govern-
ment's General Accounting
Office estimates that it
would take more than a cen-
tury to catch up at this
snail's pace.

Even where the govern-
ment Is involved in “regula-

tion" of cancer-causing sub-

capitalists from ‘poisoning
us. The penalties for poison-
ing the environment are often
so light that corporations
find-it more profitable just to
pay ‘the"fine and keep an
breaking the .law

Cancer means
profits for -
capitalists

The reason the govern-
ment and its agencies like
OSHA allow this to happen
is that they exist to protect
the interests of the capital-
ists. The whole system s
built on the profits that come
from the exploitation of the
working class

It would cost lots of
money and cut into the cap-
talists’ profits to deveinp
production processes whir
don't use cancer-causing
chemicals, safe disposal of
poisonous wastes ang
thorough testing of new
chemicals for possible
health dangers. But profits
are essential to the capitalist
system, and the lives of
working people are expenda-
ble Workers who are crip-
pled or killed can always be
replaced from the miliions of
unemployed So under the
cover of “free enterprise.
the capitalists are permitteg
to murder 1,000 of us every
day with cancer-causing in-
dustrial waste.

It does not have to be this
way. Industrial productian
could be made safe and the

Lgue amphlet

‘. SéND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO:
RSL, PO Box 562,
New York, NY 10036.

--windshields to 'spraying ro- °

stances, it merely tries to re-
duce the risk. “Regulation”
does not aim to eliminate the
danger to workers and oth-
ers. And when safety stan-
dards are ordered, it does
not mean they are enforced.

THe federal agencies bend
over backward to help indus-
Ly aval

to allow the oil, chemical,

pose workers to five times as
much cancer-causing - ben-
zene ‘as the original regula:
tion allowed. These indus- -
tries now have unti! 1981 be-
fore the old standard goes
back inteo eftsc:

rubber and steel giants to ex-

cancer epidemic stopped.
For this to happen, however,
socialist revolution is neces-
saty. The working class must
take control of industry and
science away from the capi-
talists, smash the capitalist
state and organize our own
government.

prasecution....—in-the-hands-of the wor
On June 27, O HA decided

ing class, industry and tech-
nology would become tools
to free ‘people across the

‘recthy icoatrolling alt:
«.ciely the workers co

safety of all
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Furthermore.  even en-
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tactics

In fact, very little has
changed. The U.S, wants to
go on in the way it always
has, but because of changes
in the consciousness of the
people and their struggles,

work for a very small section
~ of people in:another part §
' the world. The U.S. working
\class is poor,’ but nowhere

SUBSCRIBE TO:

FORWARD

Newspaper
of the RML

. . BREAK THE CHAINS AND LET
WORKERS AND SMALL FARMERS RULEE:

B —
One year subscription: $5.00
ORDER FROM:

et e
Revolutionary Socialist League

PO Box 562 NY, NY 10036

. movement.

- Mafhn

near as poor as it is in
Jamaica, Latin America, Af-
rlca\ or Asia.. Because of

fight y much and
Y. do-fight, it's just
helr situation,

World War [

came the large
powerful capitalist country.
Britain, France. Germany
and Japan were destroyed in
the war. As a result, the U.S.
was able to dominate Latin
America and other major
capitalist powers. What was
new was that the U.S. did
not need a formai emplre.
Everybody could appear free
and independent., but the
U.S. continued to maintain

coptrol. This Is called neo-
coloniatism,
Two  reasons ..why hey

could give countries inde
pendence and stiil maintain
an imperialist system were.

* the U.S. had the biggest
army and could send troops
anywhere;

¢ more important its in-
dustry was the most power-
ful—it could produce goods
the most cheaply

Through the power of the
economy, aid (credits and
loans) that It gave, the U S.
could maintain control The
big U.S. capitalists would
butid a factory in a country
What’s produced in that fac-
tory ‘is owned by the U.S
company. The U.S. would
get the raw materials and the
profits from exploiting the
workers. Take trade: Prices
-of goods made in places like
the Caribbean tend to go
:down, Prices of goods in the
U 8.~llke TVs—tend to go
Up S0 money goes from
‘almdst avery country in Latin
America, Africa and Asia to

g g < i

the U.S. big capitalists. They
can afford-to pay the workers
a little bit more ta keep them
from dasnow\; the system

It's indirect, it's the sdrhe
oid reiationsmr
in country after country

during the 1950s and '60s
people rose up in guerriila
trikes and demonstra-

and  won
dence. 1t the U8 :
troops to Jdma»ca Dpopse

would rise would

get msmmn tast
and there'd ot fire
works.  The realizes
that  and kn that it

cannot rule directly

Alsc after World War 4
rivairy between the U S ang
Russia developed (the Coirt
Wart. Russia. despite s
name of being socialist 1s &
capitalist country It's as :f
the Jamaican overnment
took aver everything ang you
continued to work for Jamas
ca Omnibus Service as +f o
was one company Wo
get enough 1o live and
capitalists—tn this case. the
government-—-get everything
else

Not cantent with plunder-
ing the workers and peas-
ants of Russia. 1 took over
Eastern Europe. What you
have is two imgperialists
whose form of imperialism s
a little bit different. Because
Russia anly dominated a
small part of the worid, they
could pretend to be for liber-
ation

{To be continued

By TONY CURZO

Opposition to U.S. sup-
port for the racist South Afri-
can government is gathering
strength across the U.S. Re-

.college cam-
trade union

This spring, thousands of
college students launched
mass protests against apart-
heid. On March 18, 2.000
students demonstrated at
Vanderbilt Unijversity. in Ten-
nessee. against South Afri-
can participation in the Davis
Cup tennis matches held
there. On April 24, 1.000 Har-
vard: students demanded that
y stop investing
ns which ex-

* ploit B'a " workers in South

Africa. Similar protests took
placev at a dozen other uni-

. versities.

NoWw the trade union move-
ment has entered the strug-
gie "against apartbeig. On
June 10. a Bay Area Trade
anference on South

Africa was heid in San Fran-
cisco, with 132 delegates
from 64 union locals and 77
observers. The conference
passed a series of resolu~
tions condemning continued
U.S. support of the racist
South African government. It
also attacked U.S. corpora-
tions which have almost $2
billicn invested in South

Africa

nited Auto Warkers
has begun s own
carmpaign aqa'“s' apartheid.
A recent issue of the UAW
newspaper. Solidarity con-
demned U.S investments in
South Africa. pointing out
that Ford, GM and Chrysler
all*have iarge hoidings thers
The explained that the
L 'yir'\g 1o increas

"aue:ﬁ on its r.ea\.ers ’O wr
the South African govern-

imprisoned
Black trade
ers.

ing steps to cover up their
support of Scuth African
racism in response to the
growing anti-apartheid
movement. Last year 11
companies adopted six prin-
ciples -aimed at improving
conditions for workers in
their South African plants.
These include promises tc
desegregate eating and work
tacthties. equal pa;y
and i
rumber of Black
supervisary
Among the signers wese sor-
porate giants like Géperal
Motors, Ford, iIBM arafd Mot
Oii
This £
second ‘argest ban
U.8.. announgc
would no *ooge,




The following is an interview with members of the
Sandinistas for Socialism in Nicaragua (SFS). The SFS is a
group of Nicaraguan revolutionaries presently living in the
United States. They are sympathetic to the Frente Sandinista
de Liberacion Nacional (FSLN;:, an organization fighting to
free Nicaragua from the brutal U.S.-backed regime of

Anastasio Somoza Debayle.

Torch: We would like to
krpow  what  the  principal
Is of the Sandinistas por
ahsmo en Nicaragua
whinistas  for Socialism
1 Nicaragua) are

Sandinistas for Social-
ism. The principai goal for
us 15 10 giveTour support to
the revolutionary struggle for
the establhishment of socal
1smoin Nicaragua

LE 2 2.8 2.5 1

T: Could you 1ell us Somie:
thing about Somoza and his
famify?

SFS: We think that to talk
about the Somoza dictlator-
$hip we have to begin by
talking about the causes that
produced the Somoza phe-
nomencn n Nicaragua
These causes,“essentlally,
are  the armed  invaaions
whigh the North
Empire  has  oar
it the Nicara

sentral
the
Ampr

Jose Santo§
Zelaya,. with ‘his’
ist” tendencies, o
interests of North American
imperialism in the construe-
tion of a canal route throug
Nicaraguan territory. Th
third was in 1926. This latest
one was called by Adotfo
Diaz. a lackey of U.S. impe-
rialism, who was at war with
the bourgeois fraction of the
Liberal Party. This is known
in Nicaraguan history as “the
Constitutionalist War.™

On May 4. 1927 the so-
called liberal leaders of the
Constitutionalist War sanc-
tioned the armed invasion by
the North American Empire.
The purpose of the invasion
was 1o supervise presiden-
tial elections and end the
war on the condition that
every Nicaraguan who
owned a gun would Rand it
over to the U.S. Marines in
return for $10. All the leaders
of the so-called Liberal Party
approved the U.S. armed in-
vasion All except one—
General Augusto Cesar San-
dino. Sandino, who aiways
opposed the liberal oligar-
chy’'s policy of handing over
the country to U:S. impe-
rialism, said no to the inter:
venticn. He ard 29 peasants
began the War -of National
Liberation, which lasted se-
ven years. During the war,
the U.8 government suf-
fered one of its biggest de-

©

feats, and was expeiled from
Nicaraguan territory in 1933

On February 21 1934,
after the leaders of the Nica-
raguan conservative-liberal
oligarchy had made an agree-
ment with the representa-
tives of U.S impenalism to
convince Sandino to lay
down his arms, by order of
Anastasio Somoza Garcia
and with the approval of U.S.
Ambassador  Arthur  Bliss
Lane, Sandino was vilely as-
sassinated.

From this date beging in
Nicaragua the history of one
of the most repressive and
criminal dictatorships that
the history of the world and
of Latin America has known,
the ‘distatorship of Somoza.

assassination of
usto Cesar San
as a period of

5 ;
glesof
;3 hay

replacing-the U
From the'time of th 8-
sination of Sandino, Somdza
makes this national guard
his personal instrument.
This instrument” took him
from being the owner of a
poor and rickety coffee farm,
to become, after less than
five years of rule and ex-
ploitation of the Nicaraguan
working class, one of the
richest millionaires in the
world  Somoza's rule s
based not only on the power
of arms. but also on the con-
tinuous military and eco-
nomic assistance that the
U.S. government has pro-
vided him. "Somoza,” as
Roosevelt said. “isasonof a
whore, but he is our son of a
whore.”

Aok ok Ak kA

T: The Somoza family
controls different industries
ot Nicaragua. Is that cor-
rect?

SFS: What happens is
that the dictator has given
his closest relatives the
chance to get rich in the
shadow of the dictatorship.
Each one has taken his share
trom the Nicaraguan people:
through robbery extortion,
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and assassination: from the
“disappearance” of peasants
in order to steal their lands.
to economic pressure and
unfair .competition against
the-rest of the conservative
bourgeoisie. As a resuM.
they are masters of almost
all the industry 75 percent
of the Nicaraguan economic
base.

Tk kAR KK

T: Several months ago
there was a strike in Nicara-
gua. We would tike to know.
what was the purpose of that
strike? With what purpose
was it carried out?

SFS: In the first place. it
was spoken of as an initia-
tive of the “private sector.” in
fesponse to the so-called
unfair competitioh that Sp-
moza has directed against

hem. But we mairitain that

this strike-was already com-
ing. growing in the womb
of the struggle of the work-
ing class against the dicta-
torship. The so-called “pri-
vate sector” sought to as-
sume leadership of the strike
as a way to divert the drive.
the revolutionary longings of
the Nicaraguan people
When they realized that the
only thing it was doing was
exposing its profits. the
bourgeois of the ‘“private
sector” decided to end the
strike. However, the Nicara-
guan working class decided
to carry on the strike, up to
the point tthtrike
takes on its trd%—popular
meaning
A A ARARK .

T: The U.S. empire .has
supporied the Somoza dicta-
torship for a long time and

stili does. What <.

the

SFS: With
“huyman ngr
government R
obhged to take

tion

show™ in

Nicaragua.

ROW

of

d

of the 1977-78 bud
on the other hand.

imperialists 3¢

s that

he sent Somas
$3.1 muilror

teargas beme

rialists are consige’

possibiiity of. once

oza

thrown. impQes$
political fractio
essentially obey

ests.

dictatorship

AARRREH

King
ITary Bourge
-akee

S wiy Wwe
TUST rejeC
T 2 bourge
[ .~ wnat 1

3. trem the hy

f--& Dyl that




T- The opposition to Som-
aza 18 very farge. and it
nciydes big capitalists a
smatt  capitalists who
;ga:nist the Somoza gov
ment What is your op

rn-
ion

the organizations they
antrol?
SFS: Our position about

organizations is not
y one of class collabo-
it is a tactical collab-
ation with regard to the
siruggle against the dictator-
ship. but maintaining our
o gical position that is.
without making ideological
ar political concessions to
e programs they raise

i fhink that these tenden-
w28 could be united in a
trant which would include
and  make possible their
grgction toward the tempo-
sary objective of the revolu-
rionary defeat of the Somoza
dictatorship. But at no time,
we emphasize, do we permit
y of these groups (o take
der its control the politi-
ideologic conomic
anit military Meadership of
ihe struggle to.overthrow the
Aietatorship, o

“progressive

v With
ionaries

il does. Wt
e imperialists ¢
SFS: With the =
wuman  rights
vernment has
bliged to take &
ons that we cou O
ow'™ in the falc

rents that are gevs - <

icaragua. Howeve

d teargas bo
the 1977-78 ©
3 the other ha
alists are ¢
yssibiiity of
a dictators
rown  impest’
Hiitical fractior 172
ssentialty obey 77
1S

K Adok K

the Nicaraguan bourgeolisie
made itself ineffective on
May 4, 1927, It demonstrated
that it doesn’t have the least
interest In carrying out its
historic mission as the revo-
iutionary class. In Nicaragua
we are not talking about a
bourgeoisie,”
€ are talking about a reac-
ary bourgeojsie, a client
ankee imperiatism
s why we maintain that
must reject any alliance
a bourgeoisie that has
wn what it is through all
istence

ok de vkok ¥k

T We would say that the
gecisie is no longer pro-
ve inany way. that you
-Crrectly drawn the les-
o™ the history of Nica-

but that this is equal-

cabie in the imperial-
untries. Should the
e be centered in the
proletariat or With the
' landowners and peas-
he rural countryside?
would be interested in
717G what your attitude
5 30 this questef

ey are the majority of
untry, the most ex-
and the ones that
the struggle tor liber-
the times of San-
2ven in the times
sh colonialists
* Cocurse. does not

Qa

e e e

San Francisco

mean that we are under-
rating the urban proletariat
As Marxist-Leninists we re-
alize that the only alliance
that makes a revolution pos-
sible, and that has made it
possible, is the alhance be-
tween the workers and the
peagants.

A ARAAK A

T: What was the reason

e name of Pro-
War {1
C G

principtes  of  struggle and
program of government pro
posed by the FSLN before
the division happened This
strategy and this program ot
government has suffered a
very signihicant change that
indicates thm‘7 the danger
exists that in this alliance
the FSLN's Thardist fraction
may have lost its ponticai
and leadership initiative

Hok A AR OR K

T: Of those thiee existing
fractions, which 1s the one
with which you identity?
"SFS: Uetoro ANSWerng
this question, fol's returm to
of tha facts (hat
tve us as a guide for de
ermining the causes of this
division. W 15 important to
0ok very closely at the
ol pohtical and

crisis  through
high the Nicaraguan bour
oisie is passing as a con
quence of the revolution
iry rise caused by the guer-
filla movement led by the

- FSLN The opposition bour-

geois begin to call for a

.

demonstration in detense of Nicaraguan liberation struggle.

From  the

division n

Tt
the F¢
concept of e ant oo

struggle. and af formeng g
<

AeSamora popuatac frong
Nas drsen agan The dangar
thal we see 1n s anh

Seimaza-2ation of the lass
strugie in Nioaragua o that
thee Somorsa dictatorshig o
toakiad atl
N et 1
the tedgl structures of
aommue poalitical and  sooat
OPEEsSIGn and explogtatoes
by the Nicaraguan «
class And s i
ception benefits
ests of internal reaction 4
the part of the Nu
bourgeoisie By ant
za-ngt the struggle  n

propose that the only chemy
of the Nicaraguan working
class 15 Anastasio Sarhosa
Debayle. and not the Nicara
quan caputalist class. repre
senting the interests of U S
impenalism  Of course we
certainly recagnize the exst
ence of this dictatorshp s
orging and what its perma
nence means for the devel

d Pheromesan
> abstracted o

e

whar
Q et
LT

P

RIS
the A s

Ave iy e

Thotin dpa e

[ ST STA TR S

[ALE TS PR S
e
Le S & 5 4 81
T Wt

SN
FSLN ragr g

PeFTL e
TEAING A Thass .
FIRISVItEN "
Tenar st a
e We Deg
fractyor b

Somoza
would develop.

Another fraction is known
by the name Historical or
Thirdist, which has chosen
to organize an anti-Somoza
broad front. In this front, ail
sectors. including those be-
longing to the bourgeoisie.
whose immediate objective
may be the overthrow of the
dictatorship. would partici-
pate.

Finalty, there is the frac-
tion known by the name of
Proletarian. which proposes
the development of a politi-
cal program of education
and otganization among the
masses of Nicaraguan waork-
ers. Tnis would be directed
at developing the necessary
bases for the creaticn of a
party that would be the
teading political base for the
overthrow of the dictator-

dictatorship

ship
ship.

Of these three fractions.
ail are united by their interest
n overthrowing the dicta-

iorship  Returming to  the
reason  why this division
happem ' Mainly. we see

that thie ooints toward the
“tactical alliance” that the
Thirdis: fractien has made
with a section of the Ni
guan bourgeoisie kno
:he name of ~ :
This atliance is
positicn ¢ 7

i . A
Guerrillas of Sandinist National

siton for a na-
to save the
country before the irrepres-
sibie fo of the reveiunicn

Then the group represent-
ing the Nicaraguar bour-
geoisie knowr by the nameg
of “ios 127 decides 1o make
itseif the protectprs of tne
Therdist  group-——mamniy 1o
sguard 115 own interests

grated of
tional di

7
Liberation Front.

n Nicaragua But at s
have we seen the oOv
ct the dictatorship as
end of the revotutionary

struggle in Nicaragua. Based
on  mistorical

experiances.
letarian prie-
ity oppose
with the Nicats
e o ahich

with (NeSE prncipies
We don't know
roone 1 is We
1 the rsuntfication of

FSLN as the gatyaiterna-
irve of the workms w0
bourgeois reaction. to ret
1@ our originai strateg
struqgle. and!
orignal Marxs
Qarogram
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et e
e —

emoitstraiioh in defense of _N;icaraguan liberation struggie.

are under-

proletariat.

ists we re-
Wy alliance
iution pos-
as made it
lliance be-
rs and the

£ 8

the reason
dinista de-
split .

onal

ro
ie,”
ary

lism.

tions, what

5. that re-
~does each -

‘that three -

rently. One

tme of Pro- -
lar (Guerra "
da—GPP)....
trategy of "

e dictator-
prolonged
‘ing which
litions ne-
‘erthrow of

ictatorship

principles of strugglé and

program of government pro-
posed by the FSLN before

~ the division happened. This -
strategy and this program of
government has suffered a

very significant change that
indicates that the danger
exists that in this alliance
the FSLN's Thirdist fraction

.-may have lost. its poiitical

and leadership initiative.
‘ Sk A ok Rk
T: Of those three existing

fractions, which is the one

with which you identify?

' SFS: Before answering

this question, let's return to

the analysis of the facts that -
-serve us as a guide for de-

termining the causes of this
division. 4t is important to
took very closely at the
moment of political and
economic  crisis
which the Nicaraguan bour-
geoisie is passing as a con-
sequence of the revolution-

-ary rise caused by the guer-
rilla’ movement
FSLN. The ‘opposition bour- -

led by the

geois begm to call for a

through

From- the time of the
division in the FSLN. the

concept of the anti-Somoza

struggle, and of forming an
anti-Somoza popular front,
has arisen again. The danger
that we see in this “anti-
Somoza-zation” of the class

‘struggle in Nicaragua is that
“the Somoza dictatorship is
" looked at as a’ phenomenon

in itself. It is abstracted from
the real structures of eco-
nomic, political and social

" oppression and exploitation

by the Nlcaraguan -capitalist
class. And this, in our con-

“ception. benefits the inter-
ests of internal reaction on °

the part of the Nicaraguan

. bourgeoisie. By “anti-Somo-
~za-ing™

the struggle they
propose that the only enemy
of the Nicaraguan working
class is Anastasio Sorhoza

: .Debayle and not the Nicara-

guan capitalist class, repre-

senting the interests of U.S.
imperialism. Of course we
certainly recognize the exist-

ence of this dictatorship, its

~origins and what its perma-.
" nence means for the devel-

- ing various )
there about the

s not_sharply distinguished
who. is who and which of us
wo—Sandinist revolution-

Pg

ry Marxists or reactionary-
tionists—

i a!- ttack el C
4 _ oration. Now in -every

case they are pro
creation -of a broad
Somoza front which
include the opposition bour-
geoisie in Nicaragua

would

As part of the program
that is trying to serve the
revolution, they propose the
expropriation of the wealth

of Somoza. And that is all. .

essentially. besides propos-
"reforms. But
what is
question of private property?
How is it that we try to give
more jobs. to the people, to
the working class. how do
we try to. create the condi-

tions necessary for the de:

velopment of socialism while

maintaining Capﬁa;mt SUUC-

tures? . .
ARRRKAK

T: What is the relative

—strength of the fraction that

represents your point of view

‘in Nicaragua?

SFS: We don't
that we have a representative

‘group in the division of the
_-FSLN right now. We identify _
“ourselves with the revolu--

tionaries who follow - the

. principles of Marxism-Lenin-
.ism,- who are interested in
- leading a class-conscious

working class, ‘in a revolu-
tionary struggle to take pow-

“er: We believe that there is a

fraction of the FSLN that

consider




* Conflict Builds in Southeast Asia

Chma and Vletnam
- Square Off

Vietnamese government has
driven Chinese people
near the Vietnam/China .
der from their homes. Many
descent have fled Vietnam. of these people in the north
They are leaving the country = and south have been de--
to eéscape persecution at the— ported to rural areas.
hands of the Vietnamese
government.

Recently, Chinese people Why the
in Vietnam have come under
severe pressure from the attaCks
Stalinist regime in. Vietnam.

h

By CLIFF GORDON

Since the end of March,
140,000 people of Chinese

There are two reasons for
etnamese govern-
ack on the Chinese
letnam. One,

Is moving to

community in Vietnam s
<waught in the middle of a
broader conflict between
Vietnam and China. This
struggle is.the continuation
‘of the conflict between the

ever. the Zionists will tol-
erate,
 Revolutionaries should
- support whatever military ac-
_tion: the Syrian army may
- take against the Zionists and
Lebanese Christian
mercenaries. But the funda-
ental role of the Syrian
oops in Lebanon remains
“one of blocking the anti-
_ imperialist struggles of the
Lebanese and Palestinian
peoples. The Syrian ruling
class marched into Lebanon
in the first place to rescue
the Christian minority and
smash the struggle against
imperialism. It will turn its
army against the masses
" ‘whenever _they rise up
against ‘their oppressors.
Revolutionary militants in
Lebanon must call on the
Syrian workers and peasants
1o overthrow their rulers and
join with.them in a struggle
to drive Zionist imperialism

strongholds in Beirut, the
rongho i out of Lebanon.O

national capital.
from Lebanon claim that ai
least 200 were killed in the

two countries that has gone
on for centuries. The Chin-
ese revolution and the recent
victory of the National Liber-
ation Front in Vietnam,
which brought state-capital-
ist governments to power in
these countries, did not end
the struggle.

During the early stages of
the Vietnamese liberation
struggle, the China/Vietnam
conflict was pushed to the
background. But once the
tide of the war in Southeast
Asia bégan turning against
the U.S. relations between
Peking and Hanoi began to
sour. In 1971, while the U.S

was still deeply involved in |

the war against Vietnam. the
Chinese warmly received a
visit from President Richard
Nixon The Vietnamese cor-
rectly saw this move as
undermining their military/
political position and as a
betrayal of the liberation
struggle

China grabs
islands

In 1974 China grabbed the
Paracel Islands in the South
China Sea, a territory
cltaimed by, Vietnam and
likely to contain oil deposits.
Instead of ‘settling the rival
claims through negotiations.

(Continued on page 15)

fighting, with an addltlonal
500 wounded. P
The Israeli. government a Iehist Vvu:.iory in the civil
quickly stepped in to protect ~ war. But since the

its Christian allies. On July . Syrian. Tuling

6, lIsraeli fighter = planes

BASIC -‘.ANALYSIS OF
- STATE CAPITAI.ISM |

buzzed Moslem - residential

areas in Beirut. Israeli repre-

sentatives warned: “We have

promised and committed

ourselves not to let the

Christian -population be an-

nihilated in Lebanon.” On

July 7 the Israeli government «
reinforced its army positions

on the Lebanese border.

“the  Palestinian

In “response, the i ; F
imperialists worked- out a- . Now  the Syrian ruling
deal ‘with the -Christians. In class is. caught in ‘a trap.
return for arms and military ¢ militarily to
“training, the Christians be- t army by
came the shock troops-for - itself. It cannot expect sup-
the Zionists' imperialist: ex- ~* port from other Arab states
pansion into Lebanon. Thus as long as Egypt. the most

The Zionist intervention _in March,. israeli troops in- powerfu Arab country, con-
has forced Syria to call off  vaded southern Lebanon and
its military operations. Syria  drove out the Palestinian and
has placed all’ its military . leftist Lebanese guerrillas.
forces on alert, but'its troops In June, under U.S: pres-
inside Lebanon are holding sure; they finafly withdrew
their fire. Right now, a shaky back into israel! But they

@ truce between the Syrian and kept control over much of
Christian forces in B’eirut is~ thearea by handing it over zo‘

still in force. £ * Christian forces
_ Both the Christians and Now the Christian ieaders v.suld *hrea_te
“their Israeli ‘supporters claim are trying to regain control caaiaaiist rul y the Middle
they are defending the inde- over the whole country. Le- East."'So the Syrians are
penidence of-Lebanon. But in banese President E},sas rsﬁuced to ting thear.,

" ORDER FROM: RSL, ?o BOX 562, New York, NY
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inese ships
1o svacuate
fugees from Vietnam

Aleiftt 1o Talwan

My £S5 500

(Continued from page 14)
China took;advamuge of th
tn g

heavy guns and omer war
material. this war i a focal
point of the China/Vietnam
rivairy. In June, 60.000 Viet-

February. ~

“turnding on éach other

Behind the conflict be-
tween China and Vietnam
over controt ot Southeast
Asia is the even more fero-
Cious  struggle between
China and Russia. These two
state-capitalist giants are
battling to see who will be
the dominant power through-
out all Asia.

Russia backs
Vietnam

To turther their imperialist
designs. the Russians are
eager 1o exploit the nif{ be-
tween Vietnam and China
They back the idea of incor
porating  Kampuchea and
Laos into a Southeast Asian
foderation under Victnamese
fomimation After China
ended military aid to Viet
nam, Russi@a made up {he
difference And in late June,
Vietnam joined the Councli
of Mutual Economic  As.
ststance  {Comecon),  the
Russian-dominated  trading
bloc. Russia is reported to
be building a naval base at
Cat Ba lIsland oulside
Halphong, and to have taken
over the old U S. naval base
at Cam Ranh in southern
Vietnam. The Russians also
have a base at Hon Gai in the
orth, with missiles trained

\ s tn China. Russia
position where it
China with war
m oand weslt
nd the border
a, war on

of the Staln
& "“Oommun
11, Kampuy

tas noy
1o the work
1 Boutheast
dle-capitahist ro
ssla and Ching
tinterested in
hal U5 umpe-
of the way, the
ist bosses are
They
are preparing mass slauglit
ers'of working people in new
wars of conquest and domi
nation.

RUSSIAN RULERS FRAME DISSIDENTS

Tne state-capitalisi regime
n Moscow s preparing an-
other round of frame-up
trigls. On July 10. Anatoly
Shcharansky a well-known
dissident. went on trial in
Moscow for treason and
ti-Soviet agitation.” On
the same day anether well-
Known dissident. Aleksandr
Ginzburg went on trial in the
city of Kaluga for “anti-
Soviet agitation.”

Shcnaransky is accused of
spying for the CIA. He faces
i‘pcssibie death sentence.
Ginzburg faces a maximum
10 years in prison and five
years of internal exile.

These trials have the usual
mix of lies and political re-
pression that have been a
feature of Russian “justice”
sinee the rise of the Stalinist
bureaucracy in Russia. The
ireason charge against
Sh r‘haransky is false. It is
“ased solely on contacts he
had sith 3 U.S. reporier The

“anti-Spviet agj-

Shcharansky ano Ginzburg
s that they were members of
a dissident group Wwhich
publicized Russian viola-
tions of the human rights
provisions included In the
1975 Helsinki accords be-
tween the imperiatists of the
East and West The Russian
rulers” message is clear
“Anyone who struggles for
civil rights. anyone who
bucks the system in any way
wil' be smashed.”

Like the Tsars before them,
Brezhnev and Co. are trying
to stir up anti-Semitism and
use it against political dis-

“Sidents. Shcharansky is a

Jew, and Ginzburg is of
Jewish descent. The Russian
state-capitalist ruters are try-
ing to create the impression
that all Russian dissidents
are Jews & that all Jews
are “traitors.” This mareuver
is designed to divert the
anger of the oppressed Sov-
ist peoples away from ther

ers. anc toward

tween the U.§ and Russia.
As the detente between the
two superpowers continues
to wear away, the U.S. is
taking a hard line on hurman
rights violations in Russia.
Carier has issued warnings
ihat the triats will harm U.S.~
Russian relations. Secretary
of State Vance met with
Avital Shcharansky, Anat-
oly's wife. who lives in [s-
rael, to discuss the case.
The Russian imperialistsin
turn are deliberately upping
the ante. Shcharansky and
Ginzburg have been heid
without trial for more than a
year. By staging these trials
at this time. the Russians
are putting U.S. Imperialism
on antice that if wants
detente and an arms agree-
ment it had better ease up
the pressure.  particularly
over the question of humar
rights in the Soviet Union.
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cops. including the three responsible for murie g
Barba. were fired And on June 29 a1l 43 demanar
arrested by police were released without chare
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Basque people rebel

famous runr

The internationaily Suttne Duvs test g

Pampiona. Spain. exploded mtoam biant upns.ng tor
Basque independence The sebellcrn brgan iy B owres

7S Caining for the separat-r
rom Span Some 20 060
CORS ang nat.

riot pohice charged demonstr
Euzkadi (the Basque countr
spectators at the buliring went alt
lasted all night. A 27-year-old mi, German R
was killed in the fighting. An add!tiona! 135 peopie were
wounded. including severa! cops Two days ‘ater the Basgue
population went into'the streets agarn. Shouting "Pchce
murderers!” demonstrators in Pamplona took on the cops
street battles throughout the city in San Sebastian, the chief
city of the Basque country, militants set up barricages
blocking rail lines and ﬂam roads leading-out of town
Meanwhile, organizers of the festival 1n Darnrﬂo'wa deciared
that it would not resume until riGt potice were withdrawn from
the city They also demanded the resignation cf the proving
governor

The Basque people are an oppressed nation within
northeastern Spain who have been f; g against Sp
domination for centuries. During the Scanish Cwvil'War. tha
Basques fought heroically for their autonomy against
Franco’s fascist forces. In recent years, the Euzkad! ta
Askatasuna.(ETA—Basque Naticn and Freedomi have carngd
onan undergromd war against Spanish officials and army
troops occupying the Basque country Now’ P'me M1 ms‘er
Adao! ic Suarez's gow*rmen\ 54 nc‘w
Basg

P’a'ss re




nuaarld VAauvinNo
Vietnam

"To further their imperialist
~ ~designs,

. porating Kampuchea

domination.  After .China

Vietnam joined the Council
o f Mutual
: fasasiahce

(Gcmecon} - the

" bloc. Russia is reported to

 Cat Ba
Haiphong, and to have taken

over the old U.S. naval base -
at Cam  Ranh in southern:

~ Vietnam. The Russians also
have a base at Hon Gai in the
north, with missiles trained
on targets in China: Russia

“from the northern and west-
> . ern borders, and the border

y three fronts.: ‘
The vic tory of the Stalin-

ned

liet- . ists  (the fake “Commun-_
The ists”} in Vsemam Kampu-
is chea and laos has not
- in ~ brought peace to the work-’
jion  ing -people . of Southeast
bor-- . Asia. The state-capitalist re-
lso - gimes in Russia and China -
jivi-  are likewise not interested in
000~ peace. Now that U.S. impe-
der. ' rialism is out of the way, the
ing - state-capitalist bosses are

‘to  turning on each other. They -

0Si- are preparing mass slaught-
the  ers.of working people in new_
nce

wars of conquest and domi-
-nation. % :

hg\ols‘SmENTS ‘

iu}*g”k‘ tween the U.S: and Russ

sof ~ As the detente between the
ich © two superpowers continues -
ola- {o wear away, the U.S:. is .
hts . taking a hard tine on human
the-  rights: violations in ‘Russia.
be- - Carter has issued warnings
the = that the trials will harm U.S.-
sian. - Russian relations. Secretary :
car: - of State Vance met with
for - Avital - Shcharansky,. Anat-
i R A R T RN Fin e ey e

“against police brutality in Matamoros. Mexico

‘the Russians are- ..
eager to exploit the rift-be- -
tween Vietnam and China. -
They back. the jdea of incor-:-~
and
Laos into a Southeast Asian -
federation under Vietnamese

‘ended military aid to Viet-

nam, Russia made up the-
dlfference And in late Jung; -

e - years of age son suspicions of being “activists.'
Russlan-dommateﬁl trading d . 9.

_ be bmldmg a .naval base at.
Island outside

¢ gaining a position where it -
' “can threaten China with war

with Vtemam a war oh

Mexlcan youth fight pollce hrutahty

Seven thousand angry young demonstrators tebelied -

They were protesting the murder of 15-year-e Satvador
Barrios Barba, who was beaten tc death by the cops on Jme

19 after being arrested for * ‘looking suspicious.” The towrn's
= mayor. who had refused to prosecute the cops, was chasecﬁ

down the streets and pelted with stones-and tomatoes. He -

. took refuge in the offices of the Institutional Revoiutmna.yv
~ Party, the'ruling-class potitical party in Mexico. The youths

invaded the place and tore it apart. Then they took over the

-jail, freed the prisoners, destroyed ool;ce reco'ds a"c finalt y

nJune26. =

ﬁmneﬁhhe placedowrr
- Mexico's President. Jose Lopez Dorm 0 sent hundreds nf

'heamly armed troopsinto Matamoras to suppress the:

- rebellion. At least three people were killed and 15 wounded in
Eccnormc “As- -

the fighting: 'Fhea{my jaited 43 people, all between t5and 18
"Despite this
repression, the gavernment was forced to back down as a-
resultof the uprfsmg On June 27, Police Chief Emitiano del

Toro resighed. Two police ccmmandeas -as well as the head of o

the city jail and his assistant, also.gave up their posts: “Fifteen-
cops, inc udmg the three responsible for murdering Bafrios
Barba. were fired. And on June 29, all 43 {femonstratcxs
arrested b,y police were refeased without charges.

- Shake-up in Ghana's mthtary reglme

On Ju}y 5, General ignahus Kutu Acheampong resignedas

Ghana's head of state. Lieutenant General Fred W_K, Akuffo
was named to succeed him by the military council which rules -

- Ghana. According to a statement by the council. Acheampong ~
resigned to “ensure the unity and stabitity of the country.”

it's
likely, however, that his military cronies decided to dump
Acheampong inan attempt to disarm growmg resistance to

military rule in Ghana.
Between January and March'the government jailed over

5,000 militants who opposed Acbeampomg s fake referefw,,g

for a “national union government.” This proposal was a
cover-up for Commued military rule. It banned all pailitical
parties in Ghana, wh;le feaving real power m the hands of the -
army and the pohce The government “won’ the March 30 )
referendum by using tactics like banning oppos:'.on political
m‘eetmgs shootmg down students who demonstrated against _
the referendum, “and throwing ballot boxes filled with "ng™ E
votes into the river. ‘Right after the referendum, the army threw
over 100 cpposmon ieaders into prisor. e )

‘ The referendum’ campaign, therefore, served only to - o
underline the strength of the oppasition movement. The ruling
class seems’to be trying 1o head off this movement by kicking

~out Acheampong and makmg a few concessions to-the -

opposition. Akuffo’s tirst act as ruler of Ghana was to release o
a handfut of pcltttcai prisoners jailed after the referendum.

. These maneuvers will not fool anybody for long. Desprte Y
. Afheampmwg s faH the mmza_ry has gsvenkup none of its power. " F

Basque people’ rebel

Themtematmnauy famous ’runmng of the bulls fesnvai in R

Parmiplona, Spain; exploded into a militant uprising for .
Basque independence. The rebellion began on July 8, when

riot police charged demonstrators calling for the separation of
‘Euzkadi (the Basgue country) from Spain. Some 20,000 ' :

spectators at the buliring went after the cops, and battles
lasted all night. A 27- year-old militant, German Rodriguez..

“was killed in the fighting. An additional 135 people were:
- wounded, including several cops. Two days later the Basque _

popuiat:on went into the streets again. Shouting “Police
miirderere i demaonstrators.in Pamplona took on the cops in
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from the northern and west-
_ern borders, and the border
with Vietnam—a war on

three fronts.

The victory of the Stalin-
“Commun--_
ists™) in Vietnam, Ka,rnpu-‘_,,,

ists (the fake

chea and lLaos has not

brought peace to the work-~
Southeast
Asia. The state-capitalist re-
gimes in Russia and China =
are likewise not interested in~
impe-

ing people . of

peace. Now that U.S.
rialism is out of the way, the
state-capitalist bosses are

turning on each other. They- -

are preparing mass slaught-

ers of werking people in new
~wars of conquest and dom»- o
»natlon :

_votes into the river. Raght after the referendum, the a""

ST T RTGUE W DAL LICULCHIa L UGHIGRQE 1 15U VYL N, SRS RS

was named to succeed him by the military council which rules
Ghana. According to a statement by the council, Acheampong

 resigned to “ensure the unity and stability of the country.” it's

likely. however, that his military cronies decided to dump

Acheampong in an attempt to disarm growmg resistance to

military rule in Ghana. ?
Between January and March the government jailed over

-5.000 militants who opposed Acheampong s fake referendun

for a “national union government.” This proposal was a
cover-up for continued military rule. It banned all political
parties in Ghana, while leaving real power in the hands of the
‘army and the police. The government “won’ the March 30
referendum by using tactics {ike banning opposition politica

mfeetings, shooting down students who demonstrated agai nst- S

the referendum, and throwing ballot boxes filled with “no”

threw

over 100 opposmon leaders into prison. ; - v
The referendum campaign. therefore, served only to .

" _underline the strength of the oppaosition movement. The 'unng :

class seems to be trying to head off this movement by kicking

-out Acheampaong and making a few concessions to the -

oppaosition. Akuffo's first act as ruler of Ghana was to releasp =
a handful of palitical prisoners jailed after the referendum._-

i -~ These maneuvers will not fool ar',body for long. Despite -

M-:mssleNTs

tween the U.S: and Russia.

As the detente between the

- two superpowers continues
the U.S. is .

to wear away, _
taking a hard line on human
rights violations in Russia.

Carter has issued warnings _
‘that the trials will harm U.S.- .

Russian relations. Secretary - -
with

of State Vance met

Avita] -Shcharansky, Anat-

oly's wife, who lives in Is=
rael, '
The Russian imperialistsin -
. turn are deliberately upping
the ante. Shcharansky and .
Ginzburg have beeﬁ]ae\ld
without trial for more than a
year. By staging these trials -

.to discuss.the case.

at this time, the Russians

are putting U.S. imperialism_
“- on -notice that if

it wants
detente and an arms agree-
ment it had better ease up
the pressure, - particularly
over the question. of human

" rights- in- the Soviet Union.

No one should be taken in

by either side in this .inter-"
imperialist dispute.. Revolu-.

tionary socialists should de-

‘mand fréedom for all Soviet

political - prisoners, while
Ct;r’*jg"‘}.'\,"uq U.s mperigi-
“ism’'s phony - human - rghts

" campaign.”

s

Acheampong s faﬂ the.military has given up none of its power o

| Basque peopl& rebel

The internationally famous* runnmg of the bu.:s fes! val
Pamplona, Spain, exploded into a militant uprising for . - .
Basque independence. The rebellion began on July 8, when
riot police charged demonstrators calling for the separation of

‘Euzkadi (the Basque country) from Spain. Some 20,000

spectators at the bullring went after the cops, and battles

lasted all night. A 27-year-ofd militant, German Rodriguez..

was killed in the fighting. An additional 135 people were:

- .wounded, including several cops. Two days later the Basque e
‘population went into the streets again. Shouting “Police }

murderers!” demonstrators in Pamplona took on the cops in
street battles throughout the city. in San Sebastian, the chief -
city of the Basque country, militants set up barricades :
blocking rail lines and main roads leading-out of town.
Meanwhile, organizers of the festival in Pamplona declared
that it would not resume until riot police were withdrawn from. -
the city. They also demanded the resignation of the provmc:al
governor.

The Basque people are an oppressed nation wnhm
northéastern Spain who have been fighting against Spanish
domination for centuries. During the Spanish le ‘War, the

- Basques fought heroically for theirautonomy against
- Franco’s fascist forces. In recent years, the Euzkadi ta -

Askatasuna.(ETA—Basque Nation and Freedom) have catried: -
onan underground war agamst Spanish officials and army

“troops occupying the Basque country. Now' ane Minister

Adolfo Suarez's government is inching toward granting the
Basques some degreeof.autonomy. But the Spanish ruling

-class refuses to grant the Basquas real self-determination
. —the right of the Basque people to choose mdepe_nder}cc} and

set up a $eparate Basque state.
The recent events in Pamplona and San Sebastian underline

© once again the Basque people’s determination to control thei:
. owndestiny

Revolutionaries should support their struggie:
‘ & o —PB
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~_has nothing:in common with
fighting discrimination of

“[Continued from page 1)

factor in ‘deciding admis-

sions, along with test scores

and grades. A Black appli-
cant, for example, could get -
a “plus" for being Black—.

the same .way  a hockey
goalie gets a “plus” if the
school's team needs one.

The .court said that the
“plus™ system was desirable
so that schools would have a
good “mix" of students from
different backgrounds- and
with different skills.

“Plus’”’ system
_is a fraud

This ruling is really a lot of
garbage. This "plus’ system

~Quotas for

the rich

on quotas‘is just so much
poppycock: The-entire ed

cational system-is based-on
a quota—the quota giving -

most of the spots to.stu-
dents whose - parents :-are:
rich and have connections. -
The Supreme Court said?
nothing about this quota.
The only ones they banned
are the ones which benéfit”
Blacks, Llatins, and other
oppressed people.

Almost every university in
the~ country sets aside a
certain number of places for
the children-of wealithy con-
tributors to the school and
past graduates. And acer-

tain number-of spots for the

children .of influential doc-
tors and lawyers. And a
certain number for Students
with political-connections.
in almost every medical
school in the country admis-
sion can be bought. At the
5 tniversity —of~
Ch1cago, for example ad-

~ mission to the

" The ‘Supreme: Court’s ban

medical
~school these days goes for
abowt * $40,000... And the
schools don’t look too hard
at these students’ grades
~and test scores once the
parents come up with the big
bucks.

One official at the Uni-
versity.of Calnforma has even
admitted that the year Bakke
applied, at least five stu-
dents were actepted who

of the post-World War I
boom. The economy seemed
prosperous, and the capital-
ists decided there was
enough fat on the system
to pass a little of it around.

By the late '60s and early
'70s, the government,
through outright repression
and ‘murder, combined with
s@me concessions to cool
things down, succeeded in

one part of this attack. The
repeal of gay rights laws all
around the country. the tax-
payers' revolt aimed at wip-
ing out vital social services,
the attacks on undocu-
mented workers, are all
pieces of the ruling-class of-
fensive.

We must defend the par-
tial gains made by working
and oppressed people from
the capitalists’ right-wing

' the opportu ty

college “and
schools; . ar to
otherw:se close

the ruling class to:the mili-. -

tant mass-movements of the

1960s. The'Black liberation

women, Latins, Asians, gays
and Native- Americans;-and
the urban rebellions .of  the
mid- to late-'60s threatened .
to shake the very founda-
tions of the capitalist. sys-
tem.

The rulers found 1t impos-
sible to continué business
as"usual. They realized that
if a few concessions weren't
made “voluntarily,” then
much bigger changes were

going to come which . they

couldn’t control.

movement; the struggles of

early '70s.
v, tF ers are en-
t e growing right-
es and using them
attack the most oppressed
ctions < of the working
“In_this way they are
ing to lay the basis for an

 attack on the whole working .
class, p mcuiary where the

st organized
the  trade

ion is just

: I N G a
onslaught. Every time the rui-
efs get away with one attack,
they gain more confidence
and . strength in their anti-
working-class drive. When
the rulers attack affirmative
action they are-putting an-
other piece of their assault
into place. We cannot let
them get away with this!

But at the same time, we
have to be clear that affirma-
tive action programs are not
the solution to discrimina-
tion against oppressed peo-
ple. They are only an ex-
tremely limited tool benefit-
ing a relatively small number
of the oppressed people. In
addition, affirmative action
in the hands of the capitalist
class can be—and often is—
a double-edged sword.

The first thing to recog-
nize is:that discrimination
doesn’t start when a Black or
other oppressed student ap-
plies to college or medical
school. In fact'in this society
all the cards are stacked.so -
that. the majority of young
Blacks; Latins and wemen
can- hardly -even dream of
going to. college. Forced .

[3

into run-down neighbor-
hoods, having to go to
rotting, under=funded
schools that are: little better
than' prisons. most op-
pressed young people grow
up knowing that their chance
at anything more than day-
to-day survival is slim in-
deed. The door to a decent
education or job is open only
for a very few.

For a few oppressed peo-
ple affirmative action pro-
grams open that door a little
bit further. But they in no
way answer the across-the-
board discrimination and op-
pression that the majority of
Blacks, Latins, Asians and
women face.

Second. affirmative action
programs are controlled and
administered by the capital-
ists’ government and courts.
Remember—this is the same
capitalist state responsible
for the oppression and ex-
ploitation of millions of peo-
ple in the first place.

Bosses divide
and rule

The rulers granted affirma-
tive action knowing full weli
that they could use it to play
off one section of the op-
pressed against another. At
Davis medical school for
example, the 16 openings
had to be divided among
Blacks, Latins. Asians and
women. (These groups make
up much, much more than 16
percent of the population.)
As a result. people from four
oppressed groups have to
compete and fight for this
tiny sliver of the pie. And
when this happens only one
group—the capitalist class
—really benefits.

In addition, the ruling
class uses affirmative action
to increase the divisions be-
tween the specially op-
pressed people on the one
hand, and poor and working-
class whites on the other.

While the majority of white
people in this country have it
better than most Blacks and
Latins, white workers and
poor people are also ex-
ploited and oppressed™~ by
capitalism. They also need
more jobs, better housing,
education, etc. When the
capitalists decided to imple-
ment.affirmative action pro-
grams—without providing
more jobs, and more and
better schools for everybody
—they knew this would heat
up the racism of the whites
and step up the conflict
between the different sec-
tors of the working class.

Another way the capital-
ists use affirmative action
against the working class

{Continued on page 17)
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cient industrial_producers i
Europe and Japan. And it
must maintain an enormous
military machine to defend
U.S. imperialism.

So the U.S: ruling class is
~lunking the costly liberal
programs in favor of open
attacks on the working class.
It can no longer pretend to
meet the needs of the most
oppressed workers. Instead,
it is looking for ways to
Sweat even greater profits
out of the working class.

The tax revolt plays right
into the hands of the ruling
ss. )t offers them a way to
turn the middle class against
the demands of the workers
and oppressed groups who
are irying to keep their heads
above water. .And it gives
them an opportunity to .di-

gainst apari eid-and
U S. backers,

e foward the BaL,k libefa-
tion striggle. In thé view of
u.s. imperialism—trom Car-
“t&r on down c¢h a policy
is doomed efeat. The
) u S. rulers prefer a policy of

“apdrtheid with a human
K because - th

_ "graduyal
will even-

workefs expense. ;-

This strategy is a deadly
threat to all U.S. workers.
Workers who support the tax
revolt should take a hard
look 'at how the ruling class

~in California responded to
the passage of Proposition
13. The state government
ordered a ban on hiring and a
wage freeze, and has can-
celled cost-of-living provi-
sions in existing publicwork=—
ers’ union contracts. It also
slashed $256 million from

state health and welfare .

. programs. The. San Fran-
cisco board of supe;visors

(Continued from page 5)

West @oast. the reins  of
leadership were tightly held
by the reformists. As in New
York. Chicago and else-
where. the official leaders of
the San Francisco demon-
stration cailad tor a program
of registering voters, elect
ing better Democrats and
hiring better lobbyists

In Detroit, the ofticial Gay
Pride Week Commuttee failed
to organize any kind of
march or rally. The Revolu-
tionary Socialist League then
took the initiative and orga-
nized a united-front gay lib

with the Bolshe-
Group, the Pros-

w o in
s% includes over eight
dollars in tax cuts for
ig"business. The,real win-
ners of the tax revolt will not
“be the workers and op-
‘pressed people. They will be
the same corporationgwhich
fatten off the labor of work-
ing pecple every day. il

.

, motions are done by

years

country In New York. the
RSL group doubled its size
to between 70 and B0, as
other people joined our con-
tingent in San Francisco.
the RSL togk part in a united-
front contingent with Radi-
ymen  Sandinistag-tor
ism and other activists
e part of a militant RSL
contingant that marehed n
Los Angetes  And in Cin
cagn. 200 people juined the
Stonewal! Committee. a uns
ted ftront initiated by the
RSL

Taking part in the Gay
Pride demonstrations were
thousands of people who
want to wage a bitter and un-
compromising struggle
against all forms of sexual

oppresston  These people.
however. are being neid bac

by the official leagership ot
the gay movement who want
chain
Mist
1

1o
refo

the  struggie
ahities

t

tangtils

SO

Through

Hon was the main sia

the RSL i the Gay Pr
marches it gay hberation .
to become a reality . $003h8t
revolution will have to be

come the goal af alt gay mu
tants. and all wurkers an
revaluticnaries

Smash
Bakke Ruling!

(Comlnued from page 16)

and oppressed people is in
the unions. For many years
unlons fought for senlority
&ystems. Under seniority
agreements, layofts and pro-
the
langth df time each worker
has been at the job. Before,
the boss could pick and
choose who to fay off and

- who to promote. The work-

erg and union had no controt

. over this.

Under certain circumstan
ces; the bosses are now
uging affirmative goticr prrv
grams to ripup the o
Boreemants o Unior
tracig—to turn back the gains
won by workers  through
of  battle. Manage-
ment, by claiming o be fnr
hiring Blacks. Latins, Assans
and women, can actually use
affirmative action to increase
its power over the workers,
and the unions.

And when the time is ripe,
the bosses will tear off their
phony mask of being tor the
hiring of oppressed people.

00

benefits the capitalists more
than the workers

The thread runnisg
through all the proplems
with atfirmative acton pro-
grams is that the capitaiist
system cannot afford a de-
cent education and a gnod
job at aliving wage for ev
ane who wants them

As  revolutionaries
cannat limit the fight
discriminausn and
5100 b A strugais tor attery:
AaAtve aation

agnt ante )
1! s

“ bst- And it makn» the
fight on the terms of the
ruling class

n

Ve
LA Mt
for the things

iy ardd opp i1 pe
need—not g3 tor
crumbs the bosses wil!

throw out when they think
things are getting too “hot
‘This means waging a mihi-
tant! battie for jobs for every-
body-—good jobs at wages
that peopie can live. on and

The bosses will be able to not have to scnimp  and
use thelir increased power to starve.

get rid of whoever they want. It means fighing for de-
As always this will mean that cent education for every-

Blacks, Latins, Asians and
women will be on the bottom
of the heap.

Because of the double-
edged nature of affirmative
action, each program must
be judged on an individual
basis. While we support the
principle behind affirmative
action, we must decide
whether any given program

one—and a place in college

for every person who wants

to go.

It means turning the de-

fensive struggle for affirma-
tive action into a war on the
exploiters on our terms. a
war ~to wir jabs,
educatio
dom
oppressed people. (T

housing.
n, dignity and free-

for all workers and

vide the working class, itseff authority to lay -

nd isolate the most op- workers, cancel pay===
pressed workers. creases for an ‘adgditional)
The first victims of the tax ~ 16.000 workers. elfffinate
'evoit will be the more overtime pay. and doubla 1
Lopes & feer b : trapsit fares_.

ot government-funded. Similar cuts have been
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