Newspaper

Reconstruct

the ~ ofthe
Fourth -_ Revolutionary
International! Socialist League

revengs at funeral of demonstrator killed in recent striggles.

Liberals Play Into Nazis’ Hands
Shut Down “The
California Reich’’

In New. York City on Oc- that a woman had caliéd 1o

H

tober 28, anti-Nazi mili- take credit for the action ir
tants disrupted a showing ' the name:.of the Revolu-
of The California Reich, a tionary Socialist League

documentary film about the  and the Committee Against
; Racism (CAR)

ED’TOR’AL The RSL, along with the -
August 8th Brigade De-
tense Committee and the
Nazis. The militants en- Committee Against Fas-
tered the Harold Clurman Cism, has waged a cam-
. Theatre, stopped the show- paign to shut down. the
ing and made off with the Sshowings of The California
film. The next day, the As- Reich. As part of this. we
sociated Press reported (Continued on page 15}

.'THE ECONOMY
. HEADING
FORA
CRASH

See Page 3

By PAUL BENJAMIN

“Pd say three-quarters of
the country is out of control.
There is nowhere that's safe
| to travel without a gun.”

That’s how one white busi-
nessman describes the grow-
ing collapse of white minori-
ty rule in Zimbabwe (Rhode-
sia). The past few months
have made it clear that the
racist regime is falling to
pieces under the blows of
the  national liberation -
forces. %

As late as 1975 Prime Min-
ister lan Smith claimed there
were only 70 guerrillas oper-

(Continued on page 10)

fan Smiith and Ndabaningi Sithole:

Texas F lner Fight Slaver y

See Page 7




RSL’s change

struggle for socfalrsm How-
ever, | think the emphasis in
the motivation for. the posi-
tion change was slightly off.

In the past, the ERA was

-Dear COmrades .
l'was happy to read Susan
« munds’ article “Support
the Equal Rights Amend-
__ment in the 9/15/78 Torch. !
The RSL's position change intrgduced by bourgeois
in 'favor of the ERA was elements who wanted to
_several months overdue ang/ head off the militant wom-
a necessary step for a en’s liberation movement and
~ organization which sees the direct it Into harmless poli-
: ﬁght for women’s liberation ticking for meaningless legal
‘as an essential part of the  reforms. At the same time,
L . _some capitalists saw it as an
_ excuse to do away with pro-
tective legislation. The issue
helped split the women’s
movement between liberal
mliddle-class and bourgeois
women who did not want to
“change the system and cared
little for protective legisla-
tion, on the one hand; and
revolutionary, and
la

_wanted to flgh( the institu-
_ tlons that oppressed us and
__ understood the Importance
_ of protective legislation, on
“other hand. Under those
Ircum’stances, it is clear
hat "evolutlonaries ‘had to
oppose the ERA. We had to
_say that, while we favor legal
qual ty, the ERA was not
he way to get it. It was a

- ttack working-class
and prevent the

_ohanged since then. [t still
oes not offer any more legal .
protection for women than
ady exists through other
1t still provides an
excuse for attacking protec-
Ieglslatlon What has
changed Is thé movement
,and the correlation of forces.
~_ The radical mass move-
_ments of the '60s and early
/b8 lost momentum dis-
'oriented by ' their retormist
leadership and. lacking revo-
lutionary = working-class
_strategies and programs.
When the movements de-
I ed the attacks began to

alized abortion,
s laws, bilingual
ccess to better
sing for Blacks,

on ERA dlscusséd

_ tant,

. rights. [

Lois Aamns
: Los ‘

it is no longer a choice be-
tween a militant struggle for

_real gains. and lobbying for

contentless paper reforms.
Now we have to fight even to
defend our right to legal
equality! If we lose this
fight, the right-wing attacks
will get even more vicious.

Thus, revolutionaries must

__support the ERA, not be-

cause the ERA represents a
meaningful gain for the mas-
ses of women, but because
the defeat of the ERA would
represent a tremendous loss.
The  right-wing  attacks,
which Edmunds gives as the
second reason for the RSL’s
changed position, should
have been the main reason.
I do not think the discus-
sion of protective legisla-
tion, the first reason Ed-
miunds gives, was to the
point. The threat to protec-
tive legislation was the rea-
son that the RSL originally
opposed the ERA rather than

. merely arguing against mak-

ing it a focus for the wom-
en's movement. Revolution-
aries cannot now say: “Well,
protective legislation is be-
ing wiped out anyway, so
we'll. give the capitalists
another law to make it even
easier to finish the job.” This
is an argument against sup-
porting the ERA. The point is
that the fate of protective
legisiation is also a question
of the correlation of forces.

{f there were a strong, mili- .
united working-class
movement, it could force
protective legislation to be
extended to men . If the work-

. ing class Is divided and de-

feated by the right-wing at-
tacks, it will not even be able
to defend existing protective
laws' for women. If the right-
wing attacks on the ERA are
successful, it will encourage
the attacks on: protective
legisiation, because it wil
be a signal to the capitalists
that women and the workmg
class cannot defend their
the attack Iis
smashed and the ERA pas-
ses, the capitalists will try to

_Use it to wipe out the remain-

ing protective legislation.
We will still have to fight to
save and extend it. But at
least we will be in a better

_position to carry cut that

fight
Yours for the Revo!ution.

was in an auto accident an
_ also pregnant. My legs
paralyzed but the doctor sent
_ me home thinking a loving =
atmosphere  would  bring
back their use. Instead my
husband punched me in the
stomach tausing the Jo_ss of
my sixth child. This was
__ nothing unusual as my chil-
dren and | have been abused
for 10 years by hlm After ~
three weeks in a -

pened toWinona, andweare |
- orgamzmg to do 5smethmg -

Safeway

~ youcan comei
- 212-869-! 9239 for fur&he
fcrmahor\ -

18- UAW'S Fraser holds conferonce
16 Voters turn back Briggs inmanve
- “DUr f;ght is your f:ght*‘

Laber il St:uggle

15 ToOurReaders
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jst crisis means workers
economy will become

_ begomes dangerously large.

_ Sooner or later something

' [ e banks may stop
~_ lending money to corpora-

production and lay off work-
___ers. The workers then can't
_pay back their debts and
have to cut down their
~ spending, and so ori. The re-
sult is an economic crisis, a
recession or a depression.
This is the kind of situa-
tion we are facing today, and
it is why Business Week,
_(Continied on page 16}

_through Congress, which
has to approve it. In any
case, it restricts rebates to
“reasonable limits” no mat- -
ter how high prices may go.







~ Labor Solidarity Defeats Missouri

‘““Right-to-Work’’ Law »

By WILLIAM FALK

~ A big attack on the unions
was turned back in-Missouri
on Election Day. A proposed
“right-to-work” law in that
state was defeated by a vote
of 916,900 to 618,151. This
law would have made the
union shop illegal (see box
for fuller explanation of
‘right-to-work” |aws).
Several southern states

- have these anti-union “right-

to-work” laws, which weak-
en the unions and drive
down wages. Capitalist pres-
sure groups have trgg, al-

bers. The union bureaucracy -
has done little to bring un-
organized workers into the
unions through massive or-
ganizing drives. And even
where there s organizing
going on, it is often unsuc-
cessful. Last year, only 46
percent of union representa-
tion elections ended with a
union victory.

The capitalists are using
these weaknesses to step up
thelr unlon-busting. This Is
true not only: in small indus-
tries, but also In auto, heavy
electric appliances, and
other baslcs. The campaign

- tracts to | lpclude the unl

~ Wag
the lowes

s

?ilvhat is "‘,Ri?gﬁ“t-to-Work?”‘

“Right-to-work" lawa make It Illegal for nlon con-

op. A “unlon shi

ways unsuccesstully, to g
these scab laws passed”

northern. states with large

unionized industries.

Bosses step up
union-busting

Nationally, many unions
are becoming smaller and
weaker. Many workers are
disgusted by the sellout
union bureaucrats and mem-
bership is dropping. In the
last two years, the AFL-CIO
has lost half a million mem-

The capdausts ‘Saw MIS-
solri as the soft underbélly
of ,t,hev strong’ union states.
Except for the industrial

- areas around St. Loufs and
Kansas City, Missouri is pre-

dominately rural and small
town (called the “outstate”
areas). The anti-union forces
were counting on the vote in
these areas—and rural

southern traditions—to pass °
the “right-to-work’’ law.

osses want to weaken strong mifitant unions like UMW.

The labor bureaucracy in
Missouri was slow to re-
spond to the anti-union
threat. At first they pinned
their-hopes on a court case
to keep the measure off the
ballot. When this failed, the
state AFL-CIO did put some
effort into defeating the pro-
posal. They tried to get

union members to register to

vote.

The rest of their campaign
was heavy on advertising
and patriotism. Statements
from former President Harry
Truman opposing “right-to-
work” were used in the ads.
(Truman Initially opposed

~ the' anti-labor Taft-Hartley

Actthatmade “right-to-work”

laws possible. But after It

was passed, he used the law
agalnst the unlons more
than any president has
since.) There was no attempt
made to mobllize the rank-
and-flle workers, who the
law: would hurt most.

o defeat of the Missour|
~to-work' |aw shows,
bout the wide under-

oes about the ad-

_campaign, Most
in the outstate area
the pr,oposal. One

naer full-time farm-
work in factories to
helr income. As a re-
ey have had more

contact with the labor move-
ment and the collectivity of
factory work than the “right-
to-workers” were counting
on.

‘Revolutionaries and milj-
tants oppose "right-to-work”
laws because they weaken
and threaten the very exist-
ence of the unions. The
unions are mass, workers’
organizations. They are one
of the few organizations
workers have in the struggle
against the bosses. And they
have a tremendous amount
of potential power.

Defend the
union shop!

The labor leaders, on the
other hand, see ‘“right-to-
work” laws as a threat to
their dues base, and want to
use the union shop as a sub-
stitute for organizing work-

ers and winning their loyalty

to a union.

Some militants say: “If the

bureaucrats weren’t such
shitheads, they could win
members without forcing
people to join: Let's have an
open shop and the leaders
will be forced to fight the
company to win people to
the union.”

It's true that if revolu-
tionaries ran the unions, we
wouldn’t worry about “the
dues base™ because the un-
jons would be fighting for
what workers'need and want.
But letting the bosses -get
the open shop to discipline
union leaders is asking the
fox to guard the chickens

_ We have to organize our-
~ selves—not to discipline the

union leaders, but to replace
them.

The defeat of the Missouri
law will not defeat the cur-
rent anti-union drive by the
capitalists. But it will slow it
down and in that way is a
victory for the 'working

class.

Elections '78:

No Big Shift to the R|ght

There were state and local
elections this November it
but most people ignored
them. Only about one-third
of those eligible to vote

- bothered to d6 so. This was
- even less than the last off-
‘year elections in 1974. The

turnout in U.S. elections is

the second lowest in the -

world. Only: in Botswana do

fewer eligible - people ac-

tually vote.

Most bourgeois commen-

. tators were forced to admit

that the low turnout was not
due to mere apathy, but to
the-growing distrust of poli-
ticians and disbelief in the
idea that electing this or that
candidate will do anything
about major problems.
Many people are begin-
ning to feel the effects of the
crumbling economy and are
looking for answers. But

neither the Republicans nor -

the 'Democrats have any
serious proposals to deal
with what is happening. This
is leading to increased bore-
dom with tweedledee and
tweedledum party politics.
It also has led to an in-
crease. in attention to refer-
endum issues. In fact, the
exceptions to the low turn-
out were in areas where there
were. controversial referen-
dums—the Missouri “right-
to-work” law (see article on
this page), and the anti-gay
Briggs Initiative in California
and the Rizzo charter change

in Philadelphia (see boxes

on page 16).

(In the early part of this

century, reformers thought
they could make. capitalism
more democratic by permit-
ting referendums—that is,
the passing of laws by direct

popular vote instead of by
state legislatures. The re-
formers hoped to use this
gimmick to win workers
away from the growing so-
cialist- movement. Their ref-
erendum efforts were suc-
cessful mostly in the west-
ern states, where today there
are still several referendum
iSsues—sometimes called
propositions or initiatives—
on the ballot each year.)

" Democrats take

few losses

In off-year elections, the
political party in control of
the “White “House usually
loses a few seats in Con-
gress. This year the Demo-
crats lost fewer seats than is
usual. There will be a slight
shift to the right in the next
Congress; however, because
more and more Democrats
are junking their support for
the social reform programs
begun in the 1960s.

Some people were predict-
ing a major shift to the right

- in,the mood of the country,

but this did not happen. On
some of the few issues

" wheré there was heavy vot-

ing, the right wing wd&s de-
{Continued on page 16)
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w hard it becomes

2 | the fight that

you have against the prison
tem must never stop.




ML,

'TEXAS PRISO

SLA VERY

By LEE RAMIE

James Bates was a pris-
oner in the Texas Depart-
ment of Corrections (TDC).
Danny Marvin Baker, 27, said
he saw a major and a ser-
“geant pushing Bates “to
force him to eat. Two hours
later | saw Bates dead in the
hall outside the dining area. |
heard they had been beating
him daily for two weeks.”

Prisopers in the Texas
Department of Corrections
are waging a bitter struggle

against the slavery-llke con- -

ditions there. The current
focus of their struggle is a
class action lawsuit, Ruiz,

et al., vs. Estelle. The suit
_combines actions filed from

1971 to 1974 by David Ruiz

and several other prisohers,
James Estelle s the TDC

dl rector,

gua rds),

*The usg of “Bullding Te’da

«Opening, readlng and _stopping maH from courts,

lawyers, government agencies and media; - .
eUnsafe living and working conditions; . .
sUnhealthy food preparation facilities. _

ulated good tm1e.

Michael Garret, a prisoner
who had a letter published in
the June-Juiy Torch/La An-
torcha, writes: “Shortly after
| mailed that letter to your

paper...on May 22, 1978, | .

was taken before the disci-
plinary committee who was
by the way, the same offi-
cers who had beaten me up,
that your paper printed the
story about, judged by them
for the charged offense, sen-
tenced to solitary confine-

ment for 15 days and my -

‘good time’ taken away from
me.”

Third, there Is the use of
Building Tenders (BTs).
They are chosen by the

‘keepers to strongarm the

other prisoners. Salvador
Gonzalez, a former BT now

on parole and working to -
'Eupport the sul

partment owns 102,000 acres

of land with 43,000 under
~cultivation, fatmed by un-
paid p soner labor.

A look at TDG policy
makes this picture of slavery
complete:

First, there is the practice
of long sentences. Forexam-
ple, one prisoner writing to
the Torch/La Antorcha is
serving 40 years for heroin
possession;, and another is
in for 500 years on a robbery.
charge! Texas is also well-
known for the “life-plus”

sentence (life plus X amount
- of years) on capital crimes,

which make it almost impos-
sible for a prisoner to be
paroled.

Second, TDC is notofious
for = arbitrary - discipline of
prisoners, taking away good
time and so forth. Class |

prisoners get 20 days’ good. -

time for every 30 days
served, while Class Il pris-
oners get no’ good time at
all. A prisoner can be busted
from Class | to Class Ill at
tHe whim of the keepers, and
lose all or part of accum-

a black jack and knife and
set me over other inmates in
spite of my prisonrecord. . .
[but] | could not be used to
beat and kill other prisoners
for TDC. . .and for that rea-
son | only lasted a few
months.”

Thonias Carlisle, a former
prisoner, said an inmate
named Melvin Austin died
because of a beating at the
hands of a Building Tender.

Other: BTs told of whip-
ping .prisoners and helping
guards in beatings. They
were especially told to keep

“writ writers” from wrmng
writs.

~The butcher

shop

The TDG. hospital facili-
ties are little more than glori-
fied butcher shops, with too
few trained- staff, and in-
mates alfowed to do such
things as mmor surgery and
suturing. One prisoner; Wil-

liam Hogan, testified that he °

NERS FIGHT

Sfrlp search In Texas prison.

23

was denled medical atten-
tion for a prostate condl-
n that once caused his
to swell with 22

n ep)lep*ﬂc prisoner testi-

belng refused treat-
selzres. Another
id of being given
genlo drugs that
m lose 70 pounds

conditions at the
pital In: Huntsville,

. The sleotrical sys-
ré has ho backup, so
e performed an ap-
omy with a flash-
He also described poor
blng; roof cave-ins and
v amount of dirt” at the
hospltal Dooctors make
rounds at most once a week,
and one Wwitness guessed
that dooctors only spend
about two and a half minutes
with each patient.

 Aside from not having
enough doctors, the ones
they have are incompetent
butchers. One doctor per-
forming an appendectomy
severed a blood vessel in the
patient’s stomach, nearly

_killing him. John Johnson

told of being operated on for
a hernia. When he came to;
the doctor told him he ‘had
forgotten to tie up some

blood vessels. He was put

under again, and when he
awoke the doctor said that
he had removed one testicle.
“You. don’t need it,” the
doctor said, “you can go
through' life without it.”

Food

Another serious problem
is what - prisoners are ex-
pected to eat. Paul Brown
testified: “I’ve seen inmates
bite into a biscuit and bite
right into-a mouse or a
roach.” Brown also said
prison meat is “sometimes
rotten and green,’! and “you-
can grind your spoon into
your beans because of the
dirt content.”

A pro-TDC witness caHs

this “good, standard Texas
cafeteria fare.”

Women
prisoners

There is one women’s unit
in TDC, at Goree. As we go
to press, one woman ex-
prisoner, Mary Jane Bandix,
has testified and two other
women are to be called:
Women at Goree suffer all
the problems, harassment
and brutality’ that .men. do,
along with sexual abuse and
rape.

Bandixsaid a woman pris-
oner at Goree became preg-
nant by a guard. She was put

into  solitary confinement -

and nearly died from a mis-
carriage. Bandix also testi-
fied to the rape of a woman
by two male guards

DG
retaliation

Prisoners who have testi-
fied in the Ruiz case have a

- well-founded fear of retalia-

tion. David Ruiz testified
that because of his “writ-
writing” activities he has
been put in solitary confine-
ment on ‘“numerous occa-
sions.” Once he was put
on a diet so poor he lost 10
pounds in 14 days. Fifteen
different times he resorted

(Continued on page 17)

:ers Strlke to
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Brown and white, female and
male,. working and -op-
pressed people throughout
the world is smashed. We
mean capitalism—the rule of
the exploiters in the U.S.,
_Europe, Russia, Cuba, and
_everywhere in the world to-
day. The fight may begin as
a struggle for equal rights—
_but we must join with all
__other exploited and op-
__ pressed people and fight to-
_ gether for POWER, the pow-
_er of the working and op-
~ pressed people.
 They say Get Back—
- We say Fight Back!

hem blood.” :
- In particular the meeting
focused on suppressing op-
_position to the shah among,
the nearly 20,000
students in the U.S
students







__thrown Into a state of near-
panic by the |atest upsurge.
It sees the shah about to fall

but has no reliable puppet to

i

extremely impor-

{ Imperlalism.
Is 413,000-man army,
d  with the latest
the shah |s vital to

over the Middle

ad with his huge oll
‘he Is a powerful

~ hé U.8. inside

a statement praising

- supposed

toward democracy
saylng that his “progres-
administration is very
uable to the entire West-
- world.” But the real
of the Carter Admin-
was best captured
- a statement by an un-
amed administration offi-
¢lal, who was quoted by the
’New York Times on Noyem-
~ ber5 as saying: ‘The situa-
- tfon .. .is completely out of
control The next 24 to 48
__hours are crucial and could

cops or fxrem n
snght

The lranian masses.
incensed with the U.S. and
British imperialists for state-
ments supportive of theshah
which the two governments .
had made in recent days. = Hn lumed to m:posrtzcm po(_
Dozens of banks, U.S. and  iticians to try te form a coali-
European firms. hotels and  tion govemnment, but was
_offices, stores movie thea- rebuffed.
ters. and pohce stations ‘The shah's rehab e ally— -
were burned. The lranian S imperialism—has been

sent government appears to
be a lost cause.

~ On November 6, the shah
appointed the military chief
of staff, General Gholam
_Reza Azhari, 10 head the first
military government in 25

rebellion. Tanks and troops
occupied key sites in Teh-
ran. Reinforcements were
called in to strengthen the
150,000 troops already in the

SUBSCRIBE TO: & .

 FORWARD

~ banned four of five morning

newspapers. It broadcast

. martiallaw regulations warn-

Newspaper ~  ing that any gathering of
of the RML __more than -three people
would be  “smashed by

of Jamaica, W.1L force.” The midnight to four
a.m. curfew was expanded
- to 9 pm. to 5 am. All
‘schools: and universities
were closed for a week. The
shops in the rebellious ba- .
zaar district were also shut
down. To ease the discon-
__tent, the shah announced
the arrest of General Nema-
tollah Nassiri, past head of

BREAK THE CHAINS AND LET
WORKERS AND SMALL FARMERS RULE!

e
One year subscription: $5.00
ORDER FROM:

e
Revolutionary Socialist League
A
PO Box 562 NY, NY 10036

be decisive. The shah'’s pre-

‘years. The new government
promiptly tried to dam up the

‘SAVAK {the infamous secret

police).
ister, Amir Abbas Hoveida,
who held the office for 12
years and
closest friend and adviser,
was also arrested. The shah
issued warrants for the ar-
rest of 60 of his friends, sup-

porters, and members of the

regime. He announced that
more arrests would be com-
ing, and that all members of
the royal family who have
gotten rich through govern-
ment corruption would be in-
vestigated.

All that the shah is likely
to accomplish by this despe-
rate maneuver is to drive
away the last of his own
supporters, He is unlikely to
stop the rebellion. The
masses want the end of his
bloody rule. These conces-
sions will only make them
bolder.

Essential as the street
mobilizations have been,
what has hurt the shah the
most is the massive strike
movement. Iran's 37,000 oil
workers have launched a
wildcat strike. The strike has
halted all exports, and
turned off the $60 million-a-
day spigot that brings essen-
tial foreign revenues into the
shah's coffers. The workers
are allowing production of
enough oll for domestic con-
sumption, but wildcat
strikes by workers in the dis-
tribution network have made

* gasoline scarce. The strike

has raised the specter of a
serious petroleum shortage

on the world market, and has .

already led
creases.

to price. in-

More than a million gov-
ernment workers have also
gone on strike. The shah has
moved quickly to satisfy
their grievances, with raises
ranging from 25 to 100 per-
cent. The settlement cost

$1.5 billion, and to pay for it
the shah has cancelled or-

The ex-prime min- -

is the shah’s.

- ders for $7 billion worth of

sophisticated military hard-
ware from the U.S. and

~ Western Europe.

There is -hardly a vital
sector of the economy that

. isn’t paralyzed by the spread-

ing wildcats. A strike by
11,000 workers at lran Air
has halted all airline flights
within the tountry. Much of
the country’s transportation
and communications net-
work has ground to a halt.
Workers have shut down
textile and metallurgical
plants. Some 400,000 schoot
teachers are out.

" The striking workers want
political reforms, an end to
martial law, the release of all
political prisoners, and sub-
stantial wage increases to
deal with Iran's staggering
inflation rate (officially put
at 50 percent).

Workers could
topple the shah

The workers have shown
that they have the power to
topple the shah. Unfortu-
nately, there is no workers’
revolutionary party to lead
the struggle. The workers are
fighting in support of the
bourgeois opposition and
Muslim religious leaders. In-
stead they should move to
take over the country and set
up a workers' state.

The revolt against the
shah is now 10 months old.
There have been recurrent
bloody clashes with the po-
lice and the army. More than
a thousand have died, but
the struggle has gone on.
The shah's latest combina-
tion of the carrot and the
stick is not likely to bring it
to a halt. The masses sense
that the hangman is wound-
ed. They are not likely to rest
until they do him in.t
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political str
- But we sh
struggle

reformist
¥ays to jol
fronts  arc




scund system,
£ :

nd got five of heir |

ority Rule Now’

azis ,and the
cal exposure

‘ses and perspecti on trade union
~ wor the pational qu ,tyon, women's

Every hme a gmup . -
the CP or the SWP takes one step,
makes one deal or fakes one fact at the

_expense of the workers and thelr
_struggle, it should be nailed Pre-
sently, most of the more left-wing

tendencies carry on propaganda and
agitation of this kind. But if a number
of the organizations each began (o
emphasize this work and took some
steps to ccordmate it, we would be

_able to multiply our impact on the ad-
_ vanced workers, and undercut the

reformists’ ability to mistrain and

~ mislead the working class.

A call
_to action

We have no Iidea Whether our
proposals will actually be ;mplememed
by any significant number of the left-

_wing tendencies. On the one hand, we

have already organized some modest

(inited-front actions, and our approach

as attracted the attention of some
rs of a number of left-wing or-

ns. On the other hand, the
saderships of most of the left-wing
ndencies refuse _to form united

tronts, prefemng to pursue the strug-
jle on an atomxzed baS|s As a resu!l af




thing for the ranks, we may‘
forced to do something

, jus

_ this bout of shadow boxing
The bureaucrats and politi-
clans couldn't agree on what
to do. They are not ready to




\R refused to
t of thg gjnitedvfront

that the
is scared to
e

Ou

becauseé of the RSL's

fourth national

convention. Friends and -
comrades of thetRSL in
prison who are writing
lda;xty messages to

e convention shouid try

to mail them in soon .

AAn amcle in the
November 1 Washington
Post reports that the cops
in Montgomery County,
Maryland, have busted

+{256 high- School stiden
‘for grass-fecently.
are they kidding?! They're

smoking dope in the

| ‘White House! The only

SOn grass is Hlegal ts

to ke sep the prices high

and to hassle young

ople, leftists and

risoners. . . And talking

about smoke, some

“ readers may remember
~that last spring, the

partacist League said it

" was no accident that the

- RSL has'ties witha

« revolutionary organization
%m Jamaica, W.1., since,
~according to the SL

|~ Jamaica is “the lumpen

+ capital of the world.”

“ Well, after all mese
months, the SU's
newspaper Workers
Vanguard has published
~-anarticle defending this

. racist sbﬂ They quetea

British bourgem‘s

soceologlst and point to

“the movie THe Harder

‘They Come and the

widespread'use of ganja
K i

iSipretty dull: W
thinking of “S
Stems” or




- nghts Ame dment was on

the bajlot in some form in
two states—Fionda and Ne-
both places.
_In lowa, anti-abortion for-
ces focused efforts on de-
. Senator Richard
, and were suc
in «New York,

Thfs will be e ugh to guar-
antee them the fourth line on
~the ballot for the next four




ool over’t«he' ,
system in

model realty looks like. The"
rojc struggle of the TDC
soners against degrada’

the support of all wor ing
and* oppressed people .

_Union leaders will try to
use the guidelines to sabo-
~tage militant workers’ strug-
__gles during the contract
_round. Teamster leader
~ Frank Fitzsimmons offered
_ Carter's plan “qualified sup-
port.” Peter Bommarito,
head of the United Rubber
‘Workers, said he ‘‘could live
with? the guidelines. And
United Auto Workers boss
Doug Fraser declared: “i
don’t think anyone should
”rejeci this out of hand "
it will be up to rank-and-
file militants to take the lead
_in organizing to smash Car-
ter's phony guidelines. |
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