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movement’ in South Africa,
was severely beaten

he’ develop:
“He was bo
patked ‘the courtroom
. throughout the inquest made
it perfectly clear what they
t;hgu\g’hm When the cops’
‘lawyer began his summary
it the inquest, the Black mil-
itan out chanting

The Black people who had™

- manding:

The United Mine Work-
ers (UMW) union is on strike
in the eastern soft-coalfields.
Thousands of miners in Ohio,
West Virginia and Pennsyl-
wvania began walking off the

180,000 had stopped

pected to be a long battle for
a new contract.

In this strike, the coal
miners face off against the
Bituminous Coal Operators
Assaociation (BCOA) and the
U.S. government. The BCOA
represents the combined
strength of the large coal
companieslike Peabody, Con-
solidated, and Amax, as well-

as the even larger capitalist

corporations like U.S. Steel,
, Bethlehem Steel, and Stan-
dard Oil of Ohio. These
larger corporations own and

stand behind the coal compa-
nies. At stake is the survival |

of the militant rank-and-file
.miners’. movement and the

. UMW as a real forcé in the

coalfields. o

- Union- négotiators are-de-
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deadline. By Decem-

work, beginning what is ex- .

C ut Eef%@r?%n

o Full restoration of medi-
cal benefits. Medical benefits
were cut during the summer.
Instead of full coverage,
miners now pay 40 percent of
their doctor bills and up to
$250 for hospital stays. This
is one of the most important-

demands for rank-and-file
miners.
e Refinancing of ¢the

Health and Welfare Fund.
Presently, company funding
is tied to productivity and

18977-JAN

L

h

a
oo

hours worked. The Fund is

‘ near bankruptcy. Union 5
members’ medical benefits W
were canceled the day they fo
went on strike. Pensions will z
be cut back in January. -

* Equalization of pen-
sions for 81,500 retired min-
ers. Pensions for miners who
retired before 1976 amount -
to $250 per month. Miners
retiring after January 1,
1976, receive $400 a month.

« Safety. Specific de-
mands include a union safety
representative, an emer-
gency medical technician and
a trained rescue team at -

{Continued on page 3)
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our
readers
write. . .

Send letters to
TORCH, PO Box 582,
N.Y., N.Y. 10036

The following is a leaflet/
" petition published by the
Kingston Portworkers’ Com-
mittee for-Solidarity With' the
U.S. Portworkers’ Sirlke.

Since October 1, U.S. port-
workers at 30 Atlantic and
Gulf Coast ports in the U.S.
have been on strike. The
workers, who are represented

“I shall not be free

until all poor, oppressed
and working class
people are free”

Dear Comrades:

The September .11, 1977,
“Prisoners’ Messages to the
Day of Solidarity” pamphlet is
a small victory for the RSL
and revolutionary soclalist
prisoners-across America. it is
a tnumph for the RSL because

your “efféris fo

of injlisti
of these Aitlcas“‘"w a

Women, etc. Thal
to know, for at. times it
appears otherwise.'§

Now to move on to the
Oct./Nov. 1977 issue of the
.Torch/La Antorcha. Before
making comments on a few
articles | would like to thank
the Torch staff for seeing that
my case gained a little cover-
age. It is a fact that | need all
of the publicity | can receive. |
have no'illisions about justice
in this country, and certainly
not in the State of New

struggle forward 'by invi vtng .

mg that d.u.ty

thmg which most ofus reeded .

said, the whole of America is
a jail. “If you were born
Black,” he said, “you were
born in jail.” That is true, but |
wish to stretch it further: If
you were born poor, a woman,
or a minority in a capitalist
country, then you were born in
ail. That's, what capitalism
ans to peor and oppressed

et there is cause for warn-
g. Malcolm's efforts were
crushed. So were the Pan-

ithers. They both encountered
‘the same problem; a lack of
sefficient organization, a’ lack

of financial resources for legal
funds, and a lack of “people
resources” in general. Inbuild-
ing the ‘“Worker's Defense
Guards,” the RSL must strive
diligently to avoid those if the
“Worker's Defense Guards”
concept’ is to become an ef-

" fective reality.

Jersey.—if-{—am--to—be-freed— Towardsthe-socialist———

through the Courts, it shall be
only because a substantial
number of people demon-
strated a passionate interest
in my case, and raised collec-
tive, socialist revolutionary
hell to liberate me from this
Bantustan in New Jersey. |
know that | am worth more to
my enemies while | am incar-
cerated than | would be if |
were semi-free. | know that
America’s quasi judicial/cor-
rectional system is nothing
more than a capitalist tool
used to intimidate and control
those poor, oppressed and
working class people who
would dare to strike a blow for
their liberation. | know too,
however, that if and when | am

revolution!
RLL

=

by the International Long-
shoremen’s Association, are
striking to defend their fobs
and in support of clalms for
guaranteed wages. The ship-
ping capitalists have taken ad-
vantage of the growing use of
containers to throw some
60,000 *portworkers out of
work so far.

As a result of this strike we
have seen a large number of
ships being turned away from
U.S. ports and sent to Busta-
mante Port here in Jamalca.
in sending the ships here, the
U.S. and local shipping and
port employers’ associations
hope to use Kingston port-
workers to smash the U.S.
portworkers’ strike.

|n the

pest of spirits. | received your
post card “about a week ago,
“and. | would like to thank you

" Antorcha mailing list. |
ve recently had the oppor-
unity to read the September
14-October 15, 1977, issue of
?the Torch. | enjoyed the article
“on Attica-South Africa/Same
Enemy-Same Fight. So many
of the revolutionary papers |
read have gone very pacifist. |
am happy to see that the
Torch sticks with aggressive
struggle (armed Revolution).
It’s the only way. The pigs are
not just going to get up and
walk off, it would be nice if
they would, but they’re not,
and the people must face
reality.

To relieve ourselves of op-
pression can only happen
when the people are ruling the
gun and are not at the

-—+receiving—end._Peaple _are

scared of revolution. Many
people are misled as to what a

It is vital that we do not
allow ourselves to be fooled
by the overtime work which
we are getting because of the
increased number of ships
coming into the Port. This will
only last for a time—A SHORT
TIME. After that more port-
workers are going to be laid
off and our jobs will also be
threatened by the shipping
capitalists through the use of
containers.

We must see the U.S. port-
workers’ struggle as our strug-
gle. We must support their
strike now and call on them to
support us when we have our
struggles.

Workers! Do not Ignore the
struggles of our brothers/
portworkers in the U.S. Glve
them your support by:

1) Signing this letter which
will be sent as a gesture of
solidarity to the U.S. port-
workers through their union.

2) Getting as many of your
co-workers as possible to sign
this letter.

3) Building a half-hour sym-
pathy strike as a concrete

“That rubbish
about love your
nemy is foolis

revolutionary is and what his
or her goals are. They must
realize that all that rubbish
about love your enemy s fool-
ishness, and unless we pick
up the gun we wiil always be
defeated.

A revolutionary loves the
people, that's the reason he is
a revolutionary in the first
place. We are not mass,
cold-blooded murderers as the
imperialist media projects us
as. But we da not believe in
oppression of the Blacks,
lower-class whites, and op-
pressed people as a whole.
We stand for justice and
equality for all. And not the
imperialist kind. We demand
freedom for the people and are
willing to lay our lives down
for the struggle. Don’t see
your enemy as the nice guy
with the suit and tie, see him
as the cold-hearted, non-car-
ing dog he is. Death to the

pig.

Love, struggle, powaer,
for it is our only SAVIOUR,
Comrade MGS

& W

Woman be free ~

Coal miners under the gun
Liberals cannot free women
Bryant picketed in Chicago

Capitalism in crisis looks for scapegoat
U.S. government ok’s child labor

Walla Walla prisoners organize

Make the prisons schools Vor revolu’uon
“It's better to die fighting. .

Zimbabwe: Last-ditch maneuvers

FEATURES

14 Decaying capitalism: Carter can’t handle
15 Free Skyhorse and Mohawk

Cops get away with murder
16 Iron ore workers stili out

Defend Nagi Mohamed

2 ourreaders write

6 Break the Chains
Carl Osborne. .

. Coxsackie prisoners

Jamaican portworkers
support U.S. dock strike

action in solidarity with the
U.S. dockworkers strike. +

4) Pressuring the officials
of your union to condemn the
Shnpping Association of Ja-
maica and the local port-
employers and shipping com-
panies for their role In break
ing the U.S. portworkers
strike.

These actions will form a
significant step in unifying
the international working
classes around their own in-
terests. This Is a crucial part
in the struggle to smash cap-
italism and Imperialism—the
international system of ex-
pioitation that oppresses all
the working people of the
world.

Stop the
deportations!

Dear Torch/La Antorcha:

The RSL of Los Angeles
participated on 11-19-77 in a
demonstration on both sides
of the border in San Diego,
California, and Tijuana, Mex-
ico, to “Stop the Deporta-
tions!” and “Stop the Carter
Plan Against Undocumented
Workers!” We joined in soli-
darity with the demonstration
sponsored by the Call to
Action Commiitee of LA,
which consisted of the SWP
and CRSP (Commitiee for a
Revolutionary Socialist Party)
and others. Due to poor, half-
hearted organizing by the San
Diego SWP, the San Diego
demonstration of only about
50 people was an absolute
flop. Six Torch/La Antorcha’s
were sold in San Diego.

Later Saturday evening we
all jeined in a demonstration
in Tijuana, Mexico, calied by
the PRT (Partido Revolucio-
nario de Trabajadores—Revo-
lutionary “Workers Party) of
Mexico, affiliated with the
Mandelite Fourth Interna-
tional. In contrast to the poor
showing in San Diego, about
250 participated in this highly
spirited milltant demonstra-
tion and march to the border.
Perhaps another 200 Tljuana
citizens, who were clapping
and cheering-on the banner-
carrying demonstrators from
the sidewalks, joined in the
march to the bordér chanting
“Raza si! Migra, no!” and
calls to “Open the Borders!”
and “Stop the Deportations!”

Your RSL comrade-report-

er-in-demonstration  was,; -

needless to say, over-
whelmed with optimism and
enthusiasm in Mexico. About
50 RSL leaflets (Spanish
translation reprint of recent
Torch/La Antorcha article
“Defend Undocumented Work-
ers!”) were passed out in the
heart of the demonstration
which had blocked off all traf-
fic at the intersection of 2nd
and Constitucion streets in
downtown Tijuana. Twenty La
Antorcha’s were sold to the
Mexican comrades, compane-
08 y ccmpaneras. They
grabbed for the openly dis-

" played Spanish section of the

RSL newspaper which they
obviously had never seen be-
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. ;es;gred ‘;’ W Slattubs ‘1;59;‘12 Meetings & demos banned in Jamaica ..PO frame-up. .. Joan Little fore! Even PRT readers of
o'fem 02‘"; w;e "Foor IeéhaTI ot 10 Protests greet Iranian butcher 10 World in Revolution . . ) Btagdera S,PC'E#S%R(T Social-
be f);ee ugrSil “all poor, op- . Rumanian miners fight state capitalists ltaly. .. Britain...Argentina. ..Chile ;)Zperannge),intte?ested i:e;\'/_'sé
pressed and working class | 11 Sadatsellsout Arabmasses 16 Labor in Struggle introduced to La Antorcha!

“ people are free, that's regard- 12 Why Marxists look to the most Dock strike. . :J.P, Stevens. . Ag}»ona

Yours in class struggle,
CMV, RSL Sympathizer
Los A les, CA

less,of whether they are in or ~oppressed workers - farmworkers. = - J

out of prison.
.As Brother Malcoim X once
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the demand for mor C
This demand has grown: since
the 1973 oil embargo Sparked
the energy crisis. Carter's en-

ergy plan calls for doubllng‘ ’

ceal production by 1985. This
means more speedup and
more deadly working condi-
tions for the miners.

In opposing the right to
strike the bosses claim that
everyminer's gnevance can be

- ——settle

Thisisa he While thousands
of grievances are backlogged
in. arbitration, the miners are
being forced to work unsafe
mines.

MILLER STANDS
WITH BOSSES

The Miller leadership stands
with the bosses against the
striking miners. To cover his
seliout role, Miller is demand-
ing a “limited” right to strike.
This proposal would give each
local the right to strike over
grievances, but outlaw the
roving picket. This would pre-
vent miners from spreading a
strike to other mines. Without
this support, strikers at indi-
vidual mines would be unable
to stand up against the giant
coal companies. Miller's de-
mand is in fact a thinly dis-
gwsed attack on the rank-and-
file miners.

The central dxfference be-

tween the coal bosses and the -
anion leadership is the boss- ~

es’ refusal to make any con-
cession on the right to strike.

talking Miller leadership was
unable to discipline the ranks
of ‘the UMW,

.The miners have been in
Open rebellion since the 1974

ig - ‘contract sellout was forced
. ‘down thelr throats. They have

wildcatted over 5,000 times In
st three Years. Most of
strikes  were called over
|th and safety issues. Each
Miller tried and falled to
the miners back to work.
ntly the government
r industry forces
d new attacks on the
: The Arbitration Re-
ard;’ which is respon-
for the final settiement
lers’ grlevances, recent-
lared that miners could
beé ired for wildcatting or even

ssing”out litefature calling

a . strike. Congress " has
ofned:the attacks by propos-
Ing a:section of the Labor Re-
form Bill which gives the fed-

EGai Eosses

(Continued: from page 1] .
every mine. Over 400 miners
have been k|Hed in the mlnes

signed.

» Higher wages. Miners
now make about $60 a day.
The union is demanding an in-
crease to $100 a day.

e Restructuring of the
grievance procedure. Over
5,700 grievances have been
sent to arbitration since the
last contract. Only 116 deci-
sions have been returned. The
coal bosses use the grievance

- procedure to avoid- dealing

with miners’ grievances. The
refusal of the bosses to set-
“tle miners’. grievances at the

—mines—<is—-one - of—the--major--
_ causes of the wildcat strikes

which have swept the coal-
fields over the last years.

e The right to strike over
local grievances by majority
vote. (See article above.)

So far, the BCOA negotia-
tors, led by a representative of
U.S. Steel, have refused to
seriously discuss the union’s
demands. The bosses threaten
to hold up -negotiations until
the question of how to ‘stop
the wildcats is settled. The
bosses are demanding that
the union give up the right to
strike, completely. And more,
they want miners with unex-
cused absences to be pen-

- alized the full amount of the

companies’ contribution lost
to the, Health and Welfare~

_Fund.

The real fight is not at the
bargaining table.” Miners ‘in

- the coalfields know that any

contract "which' doesn’t in-
clude the-right to strike will
teave them unable to defend

- any gains that are made.

The life of the union, which

eral courts the power to stop a
wildcatand “stranger” (rovi ng)
picketing. Both actions under-
cut the miners’ right to strike.

On top of this, the coal

. bosses’and the UMW leader-
ship have started. red-baiting
the miners. Focusing on the
Miners Right to Strike Com-

. mittee, which is supported by

-the Revolutichary Communist
Party, the bosses are tryinq to

" do two things.

REJECT RED-BAITING

First, they want to Isolate

union militants from more
conservative, antl-communist
miners. Second, they want to
Isolate the miners’ struggle
from the rest of the working
class. Those workers who fall
for this bull are playing.right
into the bosses’ divide-and-
conquer strategy. Every mill-
tant must be defended.

The present strike has
forced the miners’ backs to
the wall. The unlon leadership
has allowed major buyers to
build up a four-month stock-
pile of coal. The miners have
no strike fund and their per-
sonal ‘savings were eaten up
by a.10-week wildcat late this
summer. Health benefits were
eliminated as soon as the
strike began. A long, isolated
strike will leave the miners
with the choice of surrender-
ing or starving.

The government's claim
that it will not take sides In
the coal talks Is a lie. If the
miners are able to hold out,
and the coal supply runs low,
the government will order the
miners back to work by declar-
ing a “national emergency.”

1t is possible to turn this
situation around. With sup-
port from other sections of the
working class, the miners can
win. Miners and militants

represents 50 percent of the
coal mined in the U.S., and the
lives of over 800,000 miners
and their families depend on a
successful strike. (]

smash their struggle.
DECEMBER 15, 1977-JANUARY 14, 1978/TORCH/PAGE 3

throuqhout the labor: move-

- ment-must begin now to build

this support. Resolutions and
funds ‘supporting the miners
must be fought for In every
local in-every union.

* Staslworkers should be the
backbone. .of“ this .support.
Since they work in closely re-
lated industries, workers in
the mines and In the mills are
natural allies. Moreover,
60,000 steelworkers have lost
their Jobs in the last year.
Many of the same companies
behind these layoffs own

. mines and are Involved In the

negotlations with the UMW, 1f
steelworkers have any hope of
getting back their jobs, they
can begin the fight by support-
ing the miners.

Dock workers are another
key part of the suppori needed
by the miners. Dock workers
can stop foreign coal from
being imported to break the
strike by refusing to unload it
at the ports. The recently set-
tied dock strike demonstrates
the power of the dock workers’
union.

ALL MINERS MUST UNITE

Along with these workers,
miners must appeal to their
fellow miners in the western
states. Miller must be stopped
from settling the western cgal
contract untll all coal con-
tracts are settled. Other west-
ern miners, some of whom are
organized by the International
Brotherhood of Operating En-
gineers, must be convinced to
honor the strike and not
allow western coal to be used
against thelr UMW brothers
and sisters.

The struggie to defend the
miners Is the struggle of all
working and oppressed peo-
ple. The capitallst system Is
falling apart. The bosses’ so-
lution is to beat down the
working class one section at a
time.

For years, the miners have
been out in front fighting the
bosses at every turn. Now,
their necks are on the chop-
ping block. A victory for the
miners would be a major ad-
vance in the struggle of the
whole working class against
the exploitation and brutality
of U.S. capitalism.[]
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at IWY Conf

themselvyes.

Party polmcmns or well- known sup-
porters of Carter.

The opening session of the confer-
ence made all this obvious. Bella Ab-
zug was the presiding officer for the

—_conference. Barbara Jordan; & Black

Democratic congresswoman from
Texas, made the keynote speech. And
amid a lot of hurrahing, three ‘‘first
ladies’’ were on the stage at the open-
ing—Lady Bird Johnson and Rosa-
Iynn Carter, with Betty Ford thrown
in to make it all look non-partisan.

What is the :
Democratic Party up to?

The Democratic Party that is call-
ing, financing and controlling wo-
men’s conferences is the same Demo-

. cratic Party pressing the attack on all

working and oppressed people. But
there is no contradiction between
these two ‘“‘activities” of the Demo-
cratic Party. .
What the Democrats (and the
whole ruling class for that matter)
fear most is the independent struggle
of workers and oppressed people—a
-struggle they don’t control. Such a

,struggle threatens to go beyond lim-

ited reform demands to a struggle
against the rule of the capitalists’

+What the ruling class wants to do,
*. whenever posslble is to stop strug-

. Ruling

under their oontrol t.hey turn the

struggle into safe, pro- capitalist
limits, :

With all the guts taken out of the

‘ struggle, the liberals have a free hand

to push down the masses. Old gains
are stripped away; new attacks are
pressed. And the workers and op-

‘ pressed people are left without the

fighting organization and leadership
to do very much about it.
All this the liberals do under their
‘“friend of the people” cover!
That’s what the liberal Democrats’

" strategy is. That's why they were

perfectly happy to sponsor a confer-
ence on the oppression of women—
and why they made sure it was tight-
ly under their leadership. It's the
same thing that Carter is trying to
pull in southern Africa, and it's the
same thing the liberals do every-
where.

Flght for soclalism

The oppression of women is very
real. Women aré discriminated
against in getting jobs, and get lower
wages when they have one. Women

bear most of the responsibility in the

home and for child-rearing. Women
face physical and sexual abuse frem
husbands, lovers and sadists on the
street. And because of economic ne-
cessity and the passivity that society
teaches, women frequently can do
very little about it. Women are told
that they shouldn’t or can't have an
abortion, but then must see their chil-

. dren starve when welfare is cut back.

Society teaches, in both open and
sneaky ways, that women are inferior
—that we aren’t as strong as men,
that we are too emoctional, that we
can’t think logically.

Working-class and oppressed wo-

the fight is on for mankind

to develope
to forward

united workers In front

and woman free
must be free from
wage slavery

sex slavery -

distorted relationships

without love

just a body
machine of sexwork
for housework
drudgework

and woman free

~ to be a person

for herself

for society

not an extension
appendage of A man
and woman free
from nature

turning out children
one a year or )
every other year

for different men
or A man

and woman free

from nuclear family
engage in All productive work
for soclety
and woman free
from emotional
physical
economic
dependence on
A man
free from being
walking breathing
decoration
decoratlve possession
for envy of friends
no dignity
working. woman head up
woran of working man
off your knees
organize your mind
. unlonize your labor
struggle
forward take your place
in history _
you the part
the start™-

STAND up

-

PAGE 4/ TORCH / DECEMBER 15, 1977-JANUARY 14, 1978

BEFREE | I!.

men don’t even have the ‘options mid-
dle-class women have
super oppression, They
not only because they're female,
because they’re workers, or Black, or
Latin, or Asian, or gay.

No amount of mldd]e—chss and'

mlmg-class controlled- ‘conferences is
going to change all that. No amount
of fancy proposals to Carter is going
to make a damn bit of difference. -

Women’s oppression is rooted in
the system — capitalism. The struggle
to free women from all'the bonds of
oppression means & struggle/against
the capitalist system. It means strug-
gling for the needs of the masses of
women independently of the capital-
ist liberals. It means building a
strong, working-class movement,
‘with a revolutionary leadership. And
it means fighting to expose all those
leaders— first. and foremost the lib-

erals—who pretend to be for women
and other oppressed people, but who

hold the struggle within capitalism,

It means showing all working and
oppressed people that the fight for
women’s liberation is part of the fight
for the socialist revolution—the lib-
eration of all the people ground down
by capitalism.(J

ryant Picketed
in Chicago

Anita Bryant returned to Chicago
on November 29. The RSL joined
with several other left-wing groups
and individuals (o call a demonstra-
tion to protest Bryant’s attacks on
gay women and men. About 100
people attended the demonstration.

In its call for the demonstration,

the RSL leaflet pointed out that since -

the June 7 defeat of the gay rights
statute in Dade County, Florida, the
ruling class has stepped up its
attacks on gay women and men.

For instance, Arkansas and New
Hampshire have reinstituted their
‘“‘sodomy”’ laws. The Supreme Court
has upheld the “right” to fire a gay
teacher. The police are increasingly
raiding gay bars. And physical
assaults on gays are on the rise.

The RSL leaflet also pointed out
that the attack on gays is only part of
the attack on all workers and
oppressed people. “The ‘Right to
Life’ anti-abortion movement, the
reintroduction of the death penalty,
and the growth of the Nazi Party and
KKK are all-products of the increas-
ing climate of repression and reaction
fueled by the defeat in Dade
County.” The KKK has even offered
to “protect” Bryant at any of her
appearances.

The National Gay Task Force, Gay
Life and other pro-Democratic Party
liberals opposed the November 29
demonstration against Bryant. They
say that we should use ‘“‘more con-
structive” means to win gay rights.
Thé liberals want us to wave the
American flag; look and act “respect-
able”’ and—most of all—rely on the
Democratic Party. In fact, they act
as the agents of the Democratic
Party inside the movement against
gay oppression. They work to dis-
courage struggle and to prevent
unity among gay people and between
gays and other oppressed and work-
ing people. They try to isolate and
discredit revolutionaries. That is why
they have singled out the Revolution-
ary Socialist League for attack while
praising other “socialists.”

The liberals must be swept aside if

gay women and men are to win their
rights. .Only .an- uncompromxsmg

. struggle against the- ruling -class
ending in ‘socialist revolution can

destroy gay opp!essmn.D
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Meoxican workers caught by U.S. immigration agents about to get retumed to Mexico. U.S. imperiallsm plunders Mexico but

refuses to lot Mexlcan workers work and Hve In the U.S.

CAPITALISM IN CRISIS

LOOKS FOR SOMEONE TO

BY ULYSES RODRIGUEZ

Capltalism finds itself in the worst
economlc crisis since the last depres-
sion in the 1930s."lt is'looking for some.
mlnonty to blarie for this economic
crisis. The section of the working class
that is most at. ﬁand is® undocu

answer “from one .of the mos|
pressed sectiohs:of the worklpém
Election fraud.
The government of: Pres
under false promi

is. The working
that the change
another one is not i
their economic situatfon
¢ause one candidate, as muc
other one, represents the fuling
and not the working class. &

The working class. must see what

" role the state and all its representa-

tives play. The workers must see that
the state Is not neutral, It is a tool of
the bourgeoisie to maintain the work-
ing class and oppressed under its
control. it

Carter is trying to get rid of some
pressure from the Latin Community by
naming Leonel Castillo Director of
Immigration. Castillo is nothing else
but a puppet of the ruling class. and
the working class must not trust him
for a moment. Carter knows that it is

‘the bosses can. keep the wages of two

that they can go to work.
In many factories, the bosses take
advantage of the conditlon of undocu-

-mented workers to exploit them more.

They pay them miserable wages. They
also call Immigration on payday, so
that they can deport the workers and

weeks £

kers to défend the rlg?'ns of
-against the system that
he-

all the‘ ‘undocuriented

know,.that this is
he | many?actxcs
 divide he”WorkIng

he._ ‘North Amerlcan .

SLAME

try to blame a section of the working
class for their decay because they
know that their end is getting closer.

The truth is that the undocumented
workers take the jobs that North
Americans do not want because wages
are low and the jobs are the dirtiest
jobs. The undocumented workers have
to take them because they have no
alternative. Because thelr countries
continue to be pillaged by the imperial-
ist Unlted Sates, the workers find
themseives forced to migrate to other
countries in order to feed their fam-
ilies.

The undocumented workers are ac-
cused of getting benefits from Welfare,
benefits from unemployment, when
that Is a lie. When an undocumented
worker is unemployed, he or she
doesn't collect any benefits because
he or she is afraid of being deported. A
great number of them work without
social security or with a social security
that is not theirs. All the money that is
deducted from their checks they never

get bacl In any form. They pay taxes
like any citizen. The difference is that
they never receive anything back. All
these injustices ‘and . ou os, show
that the .ruling -class is”in- its“death

agony. It grasps desperately to’what-

ever is in its way.

The working class must unite If it
does.not want to be dragged down by a
dying system that oppresses us. We
must gulde ourssives toward a soclety
where the workers will own the means
of production, where they will not be
wage-slaves, where the workers will
show that they don’t need the bosses,
that we can have 'society based on the
leadership of the workers themselves.

_Fight to build

revolutionary party

We have to fight for the construction
of a revolutionary soclalist party that
will be capable of gulding the working
class towards a better society, towardsg
a better life. That only means towards
a sociailst society.

This Is not going to happen peace-
fully. Nobody will deliver it to the
workers. The working class must fight
for It and acquire it by any means. The
working class must fight for their
liberation, for the liberation of our
brothers and sisters in all the world
through our only weapon—socialist
revolution.

Our motte Is struggle, our goal—
victory! L1

\}m f ]
i~ NOT
;I LEGAL

Demonstrators plcket offlce of N.VY.
Congresaman Mearlo Biagg! to fight for

rights of undocumented workers.

impossible-to stop-the migration of un- 28

documented workers to this country.
What he is trying to do is to keep them
under control. -Carter's so-called am-
nesty plan is a total farce, and we
should expose it as such. Instead of
giving some concessions, it divides
the working class at the time the
workers must be united.

immigration steps up
raads and deportations

' The attacks of the capitalist ruling
class are increasing day by day. Immi-
gration and the police are attacking the
undocumented workers and deporting
them. In Los Angeles, California, Im-
migration has raided a ot of factories
and has arrested hundreds of workers.
It uses violence against them and
treats them like criminals, ‘as if they
were to blame for the poverty that
exists in their countries. Women are
deported without giving them the
chance to call to their homes. Most of
them have children that they leave with
somebody eise to take care of them, so

“It was so hot in the fields. My mother
did not make me hurry, but $ofe of the
mothers would yell at the children
because they wanted thiem to pick
faster so thcy could make more. | have
seen children crying in the field. |
would feel so sorry for them. Ladies
get tired, so you know mtle children
get tired.” -

Carter’s minimum wage law contains
a provision allowing 10-year-old chil-
dren to work as agricultural laborers.
The law allows children to work in
hand-harvest agricuiture between June

i

1 and October 8, but no more than
eight weeks altogether, and only out-
side of school hours. The law was
passed at the demand of western
strawberry and Maine potato growers.
Surprise! The period the children are
allowed {0 work coincides with the
harvest season of these growers.

“Law protects-growers,-
not children

The protective provisions of the law
are bullshit from beginning to end.
They protect the growers, not the
children.

The law says: “The children must
commute to their jobs daily.” They
can't live in a labor camp like adult
farmworkers. That means the growers
don't have to worry about housing and
feeding them...But. therg's;.ng law:
against farmworkers’ children living in
horrible migrant labor camps with their
families.

The law also says that children must
not be exposed to pesticides. That's a
sick joke! AH crops are sprayed against
pests, and anyone who harvests them
is exposed to deadly poisons every
minute of the day. The only way to
protect childrén from pesticides is to
keep them out of the fields. At least
one Senator was heard to say that it’s
good for kids to be out-in‘the fresh air,
and they'll be better off working than '

getting in trouble.

According to the law, child workers
will be paid at piecework rates, and the
Secretary of Labor has the right to set
the minimum wage. But, in fact,
there'll be no minimum at ail. Even
adults kill themsevies with speedup,
trying to make a day's pay on
piecework. Children can’t work as fast,
—and their rate of pay will be lower. Kids
could work all day and wind up with
only a couple of bucks.

And who's going to check if they
work during school hours? The govern-
ment couldn’t enforce that rule even if
they wanted to.

Put capitalism
out of businsss.

In order to employ child labor,
employers must apply to the Secretary
of Labor, proving hardship to the in-
dustry. If they can prove that not
enough children over 12 are available,

they can get a permit to employ

children 10-12 years old. In other
words, the growers have to show that
they’d go out of business if they hired
adult workers and paid them a living
wage. This just shows that capitalism
is dying, and maybe the capitalists
would go out of business if they
couldn’t hire child labor. It's time that
we, the working class, put them out of
business for good.[1
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Carl Oshorne is still on death row

Garl Osborne is a death row prisoner at the Southern Ohio Correctional Facility
at Lucasvilte. He is fighting foris life.

Osborne was framed up for the 1974 murder of Hermalee Ross. The trial was a
farce from start to finish. Handpicked witnesses against Osborne said anything
the prosecutor wanted them to say. After the trial the state backed down on
promises that were made to these “witnesses:" They then revealed that.the state
had made deals with them. Still, Osborne has been unable to get the new trial that
he is pushing for.

Now, Osbome is trying to appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court. To do this, he
needs $100

Thisis the East step that Osbome can take in his legal battle for freedom. We
urge our readers to donate to Osborne’s defense.

Contributions can be sent to: Ernest Wallace, 6057 #Maple Canyon Avenue,
Columbus, Ohio 43229,

tlpn toallow
rotten ivmg conditions and

regulations. .

The bosses are otit o flre Ru n partlcular by any means possible. They want
to make an example of her becatise she has exposed how management has
violated the contract in order to discriminate against Blacks and women. She has
refused to be bought off. And she has orgamzed to fight back with her fellow
workers.

The inspectors are trying to ise duv;de—and conquer and confusion tactics
against Ruth. They are trying to pressure the other two workers into making up
stories to finger her. They are aiso holding back on'charging Ruth.with anything
in the hope that people will be fulled into thinking that Ruth will not be charged
with anything at all. But we should ati know what the pigs are really up to. We

urge all postal workers 0 organize to stop the frame-up and Tire those résponsible
for it.

The Postal Action Committee is participating in organizing to defend the
Wakefield workers. For more information contact: Postal Acticn Committee, PO
Box 524, New York, New York 10036. -

Free Joan Little!

On December 7, New York cops captured Joan Little. She fled from a minimum
security prison in Raleigh two months ago. The New York state bosses plan to
- hold hearings to send her back to North Carolina. if the state is able to get away
with this, Joan Little’s life may be in danger.

In 1974, a white prison guard at the Beaufort County Jali in North Carolina tried
to rape her. In self- defense, Joan Little killed the guard. The state of North
Carolina put Littie on trial for murder. A militant movement was organized across
the country to force white racist “justice” to back down The movement won. Joan
Little was acquitted. .

After this acquittal, however, Little was retumed to prison to finish the
sentence she had been serving. In prison in Nerth Carolina, Littie | feared for her
life. “Legally” she had been acquitted of murder. But every prison guard, every
. administrator and alf the bosses of North Carolina saw Little as a threat. This
< whote system haids itseif together by.beating down oppressed people when they
. fight back, And Joan Little is a Black woman who fought back and won in a
country where Black people get murdered for nothing. This is why she fled. |

Working and oppressed people must act now to stop any pians for extradition
of Joan Little. A united working-class movement was organized to win Joan
Littie’s legal battie. Now an even more powerful' movement must be built to save

. her life and win her freedom.
—FH and PA
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Since the end of the 14-week pris-
oners’ strike at the Washington State
Penitentiary at Walla Walla, prison-
ers have been fighting to build organ-
izations that continue the struggle
for the prisoners’ rights and needs:
(See Torch-La Antorcha, Vol. 4, No.
8, for details on the strike.)

Newsletter
informs people outside

One organization that has been
built, with outside help, is the United
Families and Friends of Prisoners
{(UFFP). So far, this organization has
published a newsletter that informs
people on the outside about what is
going on at Walla Wealla. Through
the newsletter, people on the outside
of the prison are being informed of
the results of the strike. They are also
being told of three immediate de-
mands that have not yet been met by
the administration. These demands
are:

» Release all prisoners on admin-
istrative segregation status unless
the warden can show a clear and pre-
sent danger to prison security and
order.

« Full use of the ISU yard and the
provision of adequate recreational
equipment on each tier. Exercise
periods should be substantially longer
than one hour.

e Direct access to the prison law
library for ISU prisoners who have
active litigation pending in—the
courts.

Through the work of the UFFP,
working and oppressed people on the
outside of the prison are able to lend
support to the struggles of prisoners
at Walla Walla.

Prisoners fight sexism

In the prison, an organization
called Men Against Sexism (MAS)
has been built. A letter to Torch-La
Antorcha describes some of its
activities. “We have implemented
several programs aimed at increasing
the quality of life for gay and passive
prisoners. We meet the ‘chain’ (the
transporting prison bus) each week
and provide orientation, safe cells
and escort service for vulnerable
prisoners. We are also workmg on
pulling gay and passive pnsoners out
of protective custody and giving
them what support and protection we
can provide. We write articles and do
other forms of anti-sexist education
within the population. We want to
conduct workshops on such subjects
as rape, masculinity and homosex-
uality, but we have not yet obtained
the txme and materials necessary to
do so.”

Sexism divides prisoners

Men Against Sexism is an impor-
tant organization among prisoners.
Since the. prison keepers use
sexism to keep prisoners fighting
among themselves, it is important for
gay prisoners and their straight
brothers and sisters to build organi-
zations of self-defense. Too often,
even revolutionary prisoners do not
understand that the keepers.use all
the anti-gay-lies to divide brothers
and sisters behind bars. And “the .
division leads to murder—in the past |
year at McNeil Island Federal Prison

Jistrative segregation).”
" age readers of the Torch-La Antorcha

Jature. Those who can make a

| New York, N.Y. 10036.) _ J

tion of self-defense orgamzar,mns like
Men Against Sexism is an example to
all prisoners.

Initially, both the UFFP and MAS
were working with an organization
called the Prisoners Justice Commit-

tee (PJC). But within the PJC, a
totally reformist leadership took
control. What was supposed to be an
organization of the prisoners at Walla
Walla became an organization of one
or two outside “leaders.” These
leaders decided, without the prison-
ers’ say-so, who could attend the
outside meetings of the PJC. And
these “leaders” watered down the

" demands of the PJC, also without the

say of the prisoners. In fact, when
revolutionary prisoners fought
agamat this, they were forced to
resign from the PJC.

Aeformists left with
shell of organization

The UFFP and MAS were forced
to break ties with the PJC.-Now, the
PJC is falling apart. The reformist
“leaders’” won the name PJC, but are
left with a shell of an organization.

Despite the set-back that the de-
struction of the PJC represents,
prisoners at Walla Walla built organi-
zations and an amount of outside

support. Readers of the Torch-La~

Antorcha can aid the brothers at
Walla Walla in their struggle. A
prisoner writes: “We need letters of
protest to the warden and the
Governor here demanding to know
what they are doing for Gay Rights,
and to free Mark and Danny (Mark
LaRue and Danny Atteberry, two
prisoners still being held in admin-
We encour-

to extend this support. (]

Support
the Prisoner
Literature Fund

In the past year, the Torch has
greatly expanded its coverage of
pnsoners struggles. The number

of prisoners who read the Torch
and correspond with the Revolu-
tionary Socialist League has also
increased significantly.

The RSL provides revolutionary
literature to prisoners to the ex-
tent that we can. Also, large num-
bers of prisoners receive free sub-
scriptions to the Torch. :

Lack of funds keeps us from
sending prisoners all the literature
they want. Thus, to increase the
amount of literature we can send
‘we are launching a ““Prisoner Lit-
erature Fund.” We encourage all
readers of the Torch to donate to
this fund so that we can supply
prisoners with revolutionary liter- |

monthly pledge, no matter how
small, should 'do-so.- This money |
‘mﬂbeusedexdnsivelyforprovid

“(Send contributions to: Prison- |
er Literature Fund, P.O. Box 562,
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the rulers of this country make all
sorts of democratic sounding speeches
about “human rights,”” prisoners are
isolated, harassed, beaten, maced and
drugged. From the: strip cells to the
behavior modification programs, the
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more like the prisons. Capitalism is
falling apart. And as their system

is what capitalism is all about. While -

decays, the capitalists will turn the
whole country into one big prison-
house, in order to ensure their profit
rates.

The capitalist system is thor-
oughly rotten. It must'be completely
torn apart. There is no sense in trying
) reforin” this misery, War, racism;
lims and uitemployment
right 'into the capitalist

to make sure
d éppressed
somety that is

wziy the laws are made, working and
oppressed people have got to take
charge. The only way to take charge

-is to break up the rulers’ state, throw

all the corporate managers and
bourgeois politicians out of work and
into prison, smash up any reaction-
ary organizations that stand in the
way-and run the society for ourselves.
This means carrying out the socialist
revolution.

To build this fight in an organized
way, our biggest task is to build the
revolutionary. party. We have to
build a party of the most advanced

—the outside societylooks more-and——seetion-of the working and oppressed

people. We need an organization of
people who agree on the nature of the

—~capitalist state, who agree on the

need to tear this state apart, and who
agree that “‘liberation” is only libera-
tion if the working and oppressed
people control the society.

This past summer, people began to
move against the capitalists’ attacks.
From the upsurge in the gay move-
ment to the blackout rebellion in
New York, people fought back. All
the signs point to more rebellions and
mass demonstrations.

Who will make sure the rulers are
not able to divide and disorganize the
struggles of the people? Who will
fight the racist and sexist lies of the
rulers? Who will unite the people with
a program that stands for equality
and liberation?

Only the most advanced, the most
dedicated fighters among the work-
ing and oppressed people. And only if
they are organized into a hard, demo-
cratic centralist revolutionary party.

Prisoners can play a major role in
building this party. Many of the
people in the prisons are more
political, more conscious of what has
to be done than many of the working
and oppressed people on the outside.
Because of the conditions they face,
many prisoners see through this so-
called democratic system. It is ex-
tremely important that prisoners see
themselves as a part of the vanguard

ofthewarkmgmdoppressed people.

The capitalists went to muke the
prisons concentration camps. Revolu
tionaries want to make the pﬁwm

-schools of revolation. .

The ruli‘ng class couldn’t stop Mal-
colm X from becommg a revolution-
ary while he was in prison. Steel bars
and concrete didn’t stop George
Jackson from learning revolutionary
politics and becoming an organizer/
for these politics. Through their ex-
periences and their desire to train
themselves, they were able to use
their time in prison against the rulers
of this country.

This is the biggest task of our
sisters and brothers in the prisons—
to train themselves and others to ded-
icate their lives to the struggle of the
working class to control society. To
do this, you have to study Marxism.

You have to know just what is. this )

state we are up against. You have to
-learn how the successful revolution-
ary battle in Russia was built. You
have to learn how the strategy and
tactics that revolutionaries used in
the past are applicable today. Study
is a must for anyone who wants to be
a revolutionary. And one thing
you’ve got in prison is time to study.

Coliective study and
discusslon ls best

Prisoners should study collec-
tively. It is through discussion of rev-
olutionary politics and questions of
how Marxism applies today that
people learn with and organize each
other. The Revolutionary Socialist
League has held many study classes
with working and oppressed people
who have been interested in joining
the RSL. The RSL will do as much as
possible to ensure that prisoners also
can build these kinds of study clasges.
We can make Marxist writings avail-

(Continued on page 17)

Dear Comrades:

I'm feeling ltke my old self again.

badly need.

“It's Better to Die Eﬂggttggtg; e s

Greetings of solidarity and unity in struggle to you.
will find you in the best of everything at this time. As for myself, thanks, for

| sure would appreciate any teachings | could get on the politics of the
RSL, I’s really a nice feeling to read your letter and know that you're fully
interested In my overall revolutionary educa!ion, for Rhat’s something !

You keep asklng me how | feel about the RSL and the work that is being

| do hepe my letter

done by the RSL. Wall, | Just think that | should let you know that when
| first wrote to the Torch-La Antorcha, It wasn’t for the want of something to
do, but for the right thing to do. | first wrote to you after weeks and weeks
of making up my mind that of ali the other political groups, the RSL was the
one that suits me the'most, bscause llke myself, they're not in the least
_afrald to fight the system for the rights of poor and worling-class people.

Everything | ever read from the Torch-La Antércha was always like food
unto my flghting soul, for in the Torch | saw how the RSL stands up and
fights. Most other political papers | read, instead of them fighting the
caplitaiist system, they’re fighting among themseives and each other. You
will not find this in the RSL. Sure, | realize that the RSL may have internal
problems, but there was never any group that didn’t have their own
problems and there’s never going to be any. But the Torch doesn’t make
their problems come before that of the people. That’s why the RSL is the
8 only meaningful revolutionary party to me.

Brothers and sisters, | think it will be a good thing for me to hear from
other RSL members and get myself more in the main stream of the works of
the party. Yes, that’s a real good move to make for me. | don’t need to
tell you'l do need all the educationi can get, we all.do; for we never stop
fearning. or fighting, because there are always going to be peopie with
greed. Our struggles can never be over until this werld Is fully free from the
greeds of capitalism. It’s a long and hard fight, but the end Is the reward,

Q

lish 1it. When we look back
iles of real happl

smile with the joys of satisfaction and
we will be able to look at people and see them with

them | said 'm fighting right alongside of them. And if and when the need

" should be, die alongside of them, for it is better to dle fighting that which Is -
slowly killing you, tham to sit down and dle at thelr will. You all take best
care of yourselves, and keep your fingers cmsssd for me too.

Yours truly in slruggla, ) o

and when we reap that reward, then that’s the day we can look back and -

You give my love to all my other brothers and sisters down there. Tell' @

b , oosninssiioneces - ,;
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SCAA Fights U.S.
Support to Apa

is changiné. In South Africa, the

- .
After six months, the Solidarity
Committee Against Apartheid’s pick-
et line at Carson, Pirie, Scott's de-
partment store in Chicago has won a
victory. Carson’s, a major downtown
store, was chosen as Chicago SCAA's
first target in a campaign against
Krugerrand sales. The Krugerrand is
a gold coin sold by the South African
government to raise money for the
- racist apartheid system. Now Car-
son’s no longer sells the Kruger-
rand.

Only two weeks earlier Carson’s
vowed to continue selling the Kruger-
rand. They said ‘their coin collection
wouldn't be complete without it.
SCAA intensified its boycott efforts
with the approach of the ‘Christmas
shopping period. On Saturday, No-
vember 26, the picket line turned into
& victory rally and marched on a bank
and TV station also’ pmmommg the,
Krugerrand.

selling the South African Krugerrand.

the ﬁlm—~—Last Grave =t Dimbeaza
which portrays the oppression of
Blacks in South Africa. We have
demonstrated, marched, and held ed-
ucational forums. Last January,
SCAA in New York helped to shut
down Ipi-Tombi—a racist play spon-
sored by the South African govern-
ment. This play said that -Black
people in South Africa are childlike
“and happy.

In Chicago, SCAA has campaigned
against Krugerrand sales since last
June. In Detroit, SCAA has attacked
Krugerrand sales at Manufacturer’s
Bank.

SCAA vs. liberals

When SCAA formed, few people in
the. U.S. were interested in the
struggle in South Africa. Today this

theid

struggle is becoming more intense.
The government is stepping up its re-
pression, and Black people are mov-
ing toward revolutionary struggle.
The stage is being set for revolution
and civil war. .

This’ prospect has frightened U.S.
imperialists. They have $2 billion
invested in South Africa and are
afraid to lose it. The imperialists are
also afraid “a revolution in South
Africa would spur revolutions else-
where in the region.

Because of this, the U.S. govern-
ment is pretending that the U.S.
stands for change in South Africa.
Carter and his flunky, Andrew
Young, want the Vorster regime in
South Africa to loosen up the apart-
heid system a little, to try to prevent
the regime from being overthrown.
The imperialists even talk about the
need for “Majority Rule.”

that the imperialists are
gettmg worried, the liberals have
the “Majority Rule”

SCAA pickets forved tho Carson, Pirie, Scoft Dspartmem s{ore In Chlcago to stop

-Black masses can rule is through a
Black workers’ revolution—a social-
ist revolution. Peaceful reform is a su-
icidal illusion.

SCAA stands for the victory of the
Black workers’ revolution in South

_ Africa. We work to expose the con

game of Carter and Young. We also

< work to expose the liberals who fall -

" into line behind their calls for ‘“‘peace-
ful reform’ and “Majority Rule.”
SCAA is building a revolutionary
movement . against U.S. support to
apartheid. The heart of this move-
ment will be Black workers and
youth. They will be joined by all
workers, students, and youth who
understand the need for workers’
revolution. Together they will make
up part of the revolutionary ‘move-
ment in_this country. Join with
SCAA to stop U.S. support to ap&rt—
. heid.”
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d Zimbab

White soldler tortures
against natlonal liberation fighters.

imbabwe: §

as part of raclst government’s war

ith

Tries Last-Ditch

White minority rule is crumbling in
Zimbabwe (called ““Rhodesia” by the
white settlers). As the armed libera-
tion struggle builds, thousands of
whites— who were less than 5 percent
of the population to begin with—are
fleeing the country each week. But
Prime Minister Ian Smith is making
a last-ditch attempt to save white

, control.

On November 23, Smith’s army
launched an attack on two guerrilla
bases in neighboring Mozambique.
Thesé are bases of the Patriotic
Front, a united-front army of the two
nationalist organizations fighting to
end white minority rule. In a four-day
orgy of destruction, the Rhodesian
army slaughtered over 100 refu-
gees—mostly women and. children.
Hundreds more were seriously in-
jured. At least one of the liberation
army camps was wrecked.

The Smith government claimed
that they had wiped out 1,200 guer-
rilla” fighters. But Smith’s figures
were denied’ both by the Patriotic
Front and the Mozambique govern-
ment.

The day after the bloodbath began,
Smith. announced a new scheme to
protect white control under the cover
of Black majority rule. He struck up
a deal with three sellout Black poli-
ticians: Reverend Ndabaningi Si-
thole, Bishop Abel Muzorewa and
Chief Jeremiah Chirau.

As part of the deal, Smith de-
manded certain ‘“‘safeguards’ for the
whites: 1) veto power in any new gov-
ernment; 2) white control of the army
and the courts to crush the Black
liberation movement and preserve
the whites’ stranglehold over all the
country’s wealth.

Only after the Black politicians
agreed to these guarantees did Smith
agree to one-person, one-vote major-
ity-rule. For good measure, Sithole,
Muzorewa and Chirau promised that
the white rulers could keep up to one-
third of the seats in a new legis-
lature. No doubt these sellouts would
join up with the white bloc there.

The whole deal is a fraud from
beginning to end. If this arrange-
ment is actually set up, the country
would appear to be ruled by Blacks.
But the white capitalists would con-
tinue to have the wealth and-the real
power. To'hide the truth, a few Black

" puppets would sit in the government
- and the Black masses would be given

some political rights.’ In other words, .

_the country would be the same old

plantation, but now with Blagk slave-

“have been sold dewn'it

aneuver

drivers and a few Black masters.

Smith’s deal with the Black poli-
ticians has put the U.S. and British
imperialists (as well as the Black cap-
italist rulers in southern Africa) on
the spot. Right now, they are trying
to arrange a deal that will include the
Patriotic Front. The imperialists
expect the Patriotic Front will take
over from Smith. And they want to
malke sure they set up a Black, neo-
colonial regime that will protect their
interests.

In particular, they want to end the
struggle in Zimbabwe, to try to take
the heat off South Africa— where the
imperialists have their main eco-
nomic interests: But they're worried
about Smith’s plan. They’re hot sure
whether Sithole, Muzorewa and Chi-
rau can trick the Zimbabwean and
South African masses into believing
that the plan is a victory.

But if Smith and company are able
to force the fraud down the throats of
the Zimbabwean people, the imperial-
ists will probably switch sides.
They’ll junk the Patriotic Front and
hail the Smith deal as a victory for
the national liberation struggle.

What makes it particularly sticky
for them is that the Patriotic Front
has promised to keep fighting, even if
the scheme goes through.

Patriotic Front
is also pro-capitalist

All-workers -must support. every -

blow the Patriotic Front strikes
against Smith’s racist regime. But we
must realize that the Patriotic Front’s
leaders are also pro-capitalist and
pro-imperialist. They are not for over-
throwing capitalism and setting up a
socialist society. They want to be the
rulers of a Black capitalist state. And
they will allow the imperialists to’
keep their control over anbabwe s
economy.

The African liberation movements

i
and again by neo-colonialist swind-
lers. From Jomo Kenyatta in Kenya
to Agostinho Neto in Angola, mis-
leaders have taken power in the name
of the masses—and then made their
deal with the~imperialists.

The Zimbabwean people will never
be free until they reject all pro-capi-
talist traitors. The oppressed workers
and peasants must join together in a
struggle to “kick out the impeérialists
and their neo-colonialist puppets, and
set up a genuine workers govern-

,ment 0
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. denouncing Manley’s econdrmc poli-

Prime Minister Michael Manléy, of *

the People’s National Party (PNP), is
stepping up political repression in
Jamaica. In November, Manley rein-
stated the ..ban on - all political
meetings, marches and9 demonstra-
tions. This ban had been lifted only a
few.months ago. He has also threat-
ened 't élamp down on newspapers
critical of his rule.

The official reason for these mea-
sures is to combat, the growing

‘“crime wave.’ ' This is complete hy-
pocrisy. Manley knows the dnvmg
force behind the crime is the “mbal
warfare” (poor PNP youth pitted
agamst poor JLP youth) whxch i
raging out of control. .

Manley’s PNP supports thxsmeans
of dividing the ghetto youth and the
working class just as much as the

opposition Jamalca Labor Party

(JLP). .
Manlev is also hmtmg about a
threat from the forces 6f “reaction.’
He never says just who he means, but
he wants his supporters to think of
the JLP. This propaganda:campaig
began with the announcementstha

D.K. Duncan, leader of the PNP Left; V

was mysteriously po ied. " Th

cies for crushing the workmg class
and poor.

" the “democratic sgcialism”’

For the most part, however, Man-
ley’s pressure against the JLP has a -
different purpose. Manley needs to be

able to break strikes, smash the
working. class, and lock up genuine
revolutionaries. But he can't just do
this straight -out without exposing
that he
uses to_hide the' capitalist. nature of
his government. To work around this
problem, Manley is trying to create a
political climate where he can say
that revolutionaries -and all workers

éns%élda Youi!l ﬁgoi' fo

Erskine Burrows (left), Larry Tackiyn.

The Black youth of Hamilton, Ber-
muda; set /thls town ablaze in three
days of rioting early this month.
They were attemptmg to stop the
colonial puppet regime of Prime Min-
ister Gibbon from hanging two well-
known Black power militants, Ers-:
kine.Burrows and Larry Tacklyn.

Burrows was convicted of assas-
sinating the previous British Gov-

ernor of Bermuda, an army captain

Stop Execution of
‘Black Freedom Fighters

who was his aide, the Commissioner
of Police, and two white supermarket
executives. Tacklyn was hanged for
the deaths of these last two. Burrows
came out and told his accusers that
he did indeed kill the Governor and
police chief as part of the struggle to
liberate Bermuda from British rule.

A last-ditch legal - effort by the

opposition Progressive Labor Party . ‘

to save the two liberation fighters

failed. The execumons took place -

December 2.

As Burrows and Tacklyn awaited

the gallows, however, about 400
youths took to the streets. Super-
markets were burned to the ground,
along -with a liquor warehouse and

ican tourists died in the fire. -Fires
and skirmishing with the police went
on from December 1 to 4, when the
British Labour Government sent 260
troops to help the colonial police put
down the rebelhon o

. the Princess Hotel— where two Amer- .

who fight against his attacks are re- -

actionaries working for the JLP.
Manley made the tactic clear in his
speech to the 19th Congress of the
National Workers’ Union (PNP-con-
trolled labor organization). . He

warned that any group seeking to
gain political support through criti- .

cizing the problems in the economy
was aiding reaction. And he attacked
workers who went on strike or
demanded higher wages as playing
the same subversive role.[]

their own Trade Union Congress,
{TUC).
The GAWU workers are demand-
ing $215 million in Guyanese dollars.
The government owes them this sum
_ in'profit-sharing, accordmg to a form-
ula which was negotiated in past un-
" jon contracts and is still on the books.
The fake-socialist government of
Forbes Burnham passed a Sugar
Levy Act.in 1974. The act taxes the
government-owned industry’s profits
before the workers get their profit-
'sharing benefits. The government
was able to use this act to violate the
contract and steal the $215 million
from the workers.
The government has done every-
—~thing-it-could to smash the strike. It
has mobilized the army, national
guard and public employees to cut
the cane. And 6,000 scabs have been

« Michael Maniey.

hired. Its cops have used violence to
defend the scabs. They have seized
food supplies from the strikers. And
they have forcibly closed down
GAWU meetings.

But the government is hurting.
With the harvesting season prac-
tically gone, less than half the crop is
in. As a result, the government
admits to losing around $80 million in
foreign exchange.

A key ingredient in the stmggle is
the tremendous international solidar-
ity which the workers have received
from the Caribbean and beyond. Trin-
idad and Tobago's Oilfield Workers
Trade Union refuses to load tankere

‘-bound for Guyana: This has cut off 0

percent of Guyana’s petrolenm sup-
plies. Dominica’s Civil Service Asso-
ciation and the Waterfront and Allied
Workers’ Union have condemned the
government’s use of public workers
as scabs. British workers at the Tate
and Lyle sugar refinery in Britain
refuse to unload Guyanese cargo.
Meanwhile, the Guyana TUC has re-

peatedly urged the workers to go-

back to work before anything is
settled.

The GAWU workers are the lowest
paid sugar workers in the Caribbean.
And they work under the worst job
conditions. But they are also the
most militant. They launched 462
strikes in 1974-76, which cost the
government 1.5 million workdays in
lost production. For these reasons,
the Burnham government is out to
smash the union. It is demandmg
that the 6,000 scabs be kept on when
the strike ends. This would be suicide
for the workers.OJ

of Jamaica
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italian workers march on Rome

On December 3, 200,000 ltalian workers descended on Rome in a march
sponsored by the metalworkers' federation (FLM). The FLM leaders claim that the
workers came to launch “a hard battle against terrorism™ and “to pressure the
government” to make various reforms. But the workers tell a different story.

“The working class is tired of waiting; it wants to lead, it wants to run it,” said
one of their sldgans. Workers from Parma said: “There are no job openings, but
the companies want overtime, and the government agrees. We are demonstrating
against this policy of provocation, and against the PCI (Italian Communist Party)
that plays the bosses' game.” And in case there were any lingering doubts, a
worker of Sit-Siemens said: “This is a demonstration against the government,
even if the union says otherwise.”

Employed and unemployed marched together for jobs and for a halt to ltaly’s
runaway inflation. There are now two million people out of work, and inflation is
around 18 percent. The march terrified the PCl and the Andreotti government. The
government placed Rome University in‘a state of siege to prevent student
contingents. from joiniAg the workers. And the PCI tried to prevent other feftists
from joining the march. This coprole of the PCI flows from its political role. The
PCt is-now the main prop of the capitalist government. It has tried to split the
organized workers from the unorganized, the unemployed, the.youth, the aged,
women, gaysand students. |tis backinga government assault on workers' jobs,
incomes and living conditions.:And it'‘has agreed to strengthen the repressive
police apparatus. % co . .

ch. peit
But the biggest bat
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The miners havetaken th
Their struggle will be key again. T|
workers and other unions are waitin
demands. )
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{ Tecentruling-class offensives.
Vn(er workers, electrical workers, railway
for the miners before putting out their
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Argentina: workers sfnjash strike ban

In recent months, Argentine workers have won big wage increases by striking
against that country's military dictatorship.

On October 11, 6,000 autoworkers occupied the Renault plant in Cordoba and
demanded a 50 percent wage increase. Government troops were sent in to crush
the strike. Workers began a pitched battie against the troops, who murdered four
workers and arrested 130 others.

On October 26, railway workers struck across the country for higher wages. The
government broke the strike by threatening mass firings. Dockworkers and public
utility workers in Rosario also went on strike. Despite the government repression,

~—municipat;oft-and postal-workers-began-ptanning their own-strike-actions:

The government announced 40 percent wage increases to the strikers. [t
promised an additional wage hike in 60 days and claimed it would take no action
against the workers. . 3

When the military took over Argentina’s government in March 1976, it outlawed
all strikes. Since then, skyrocketing inflation has cut workers’ real wages by over
30 percent. These strikes show that the workers have had enough.

Free Chilean political prisoners!

News has reached the Torch/La Antorcha of two comrades, German Navarrete
and Mario Ruiz, who have been condemned to life imprisonment in Chile. Their
real crime is being supporters of the Socialist Party in a country.ruled by
gangsters. These comrades have been in the Santiago Penitentiary for more than
-four years. They want to use Decree 504 to.leave Chile. This decree permits
prisoners to petition to be exiled. The Pinochet dictatorship issued it under
pressure from world opinion. But these comrades have already applied to leave -
four times, and have been turned down. ’

U.S. imperialism pretends that it opposes the bloody tactics of the hangmen it
installed in Chile. It claims to offer exit visas to all Chilean political prisoners. But
these.conirades have sent all the necessary papers to the U.S. embassy, and-so
far they have not received visas. There are many other prisoners without visas,
and still others (around 90 in Santiago alone) who have visas, but are not being let
out. Many of them have medical problems (bad arthritis, back problems, TB, etc.).

We-urge comrades to write letters of protest to: Ministro de Justicia Moniga
Wiodariago, Ministerio de Justicia, Gobierno de Chile, Santiago, Chile; and to:
Cyrus Vance, Secretary of State, State Department, Washington D.C.

These letters would also help in increasing the pressure on Pinochet to stop the.
murders, arrests and tortures. - o
—PB, SEand TC
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Iranian

Over the weekend of November
15-16, the shah of lran—oné of the
most brutal butchers in the world
today—met with President Carter in
Washington, D.C. ~

More, than 5,000 Iranian students
and other anti-shah forces greeted the
shah with the most militant demon-
stration in Washington since the
height of the anti-Vietnam War move-
ment. Many of the lranians wore hoods
so they couldn’t be photographed by
the iranian secret police (SAVAK).

Worried about the protest, the shah
had arranged for hundreds of Iranians
now in the U.S. to be brought to Wash-
ington for a shah-support demonstra-
tion—at the lranian government's ex-
pense.

The pro-shah group was given all the
choice spots near the White House,
while the anti-shah militants were
pushed as far from sight as possible.

But the fury at Iran’s repressive dic-
tatorship couldn't be contained—and a
full-fledged battle with the cops broke
out. Mounted police charged the
demonstrators. Armed with planks
from thelr picket signs, the militants
refused to retreat, and went hand-to-

Rumanian coal miners are waging
a fierce struggle against the fake
“Communist” regime of President
Nicolae Ceausescu. In spite of the Ru-

_ manian government’s efforts to si-
lence any news of this, word has got-
ten out that miners throughout the
Jiu Valley region have been in revolt
since the summer.

The miners’ movement began with
a well-organized strike on August 1.
Miners shut down the shafts and
open pits and blocked up the mine
entrances. Mass demonstrations
against the government flooded the
mining towns of Petrosani, Vulcan
and Lupeni. On the first day of the
strike, the 5,000 miners of Lupeni

_were joined by 30,000 others.

The following day, Ceausescu sent
no less than three ministers from his
Cabinet into the area. These bureau-
crats tried to.threaten and trick the
miners into returning:to-work. The
miners were quick to answer. They
took .one of the ministers and some
other officials as hostages. The min-

ers shared some of their low-grade

Jutcher

hand in combat with the cops:

Over 30 cops were injured in the
fight. Tear gas thrown by the police to.
beat back the demonstrators blew
toward the welcoming ceremony on
the White House lawn. This caused
crying and coughing among the shah,
Carter and other capitalist -officials.

Many of the anti-shah militants were
injured or arrested. In addition, the
lranian Students Association, which
organized the protest, reported that
several demonstrators were missing. It
is feared that they were kidnapped by
SAVAK. .

The shah rules lran with an iron fist.
The masses of people have no rights in
this police state. All strikes and
protests are ruthiessly crushed. Ac-
cording to Amnesty International, over
100,000 political prisoners are tortured
and left to rot in the shah’s jails.

But the shah is backed to the hilt by
Carter and the U.S. imperialists. He
acts as guardian of the oil-rich Persian
Gulf for U.S. imperialism. This shows
what a lot of bullshit Carter's human
rights campaign is. The anti-shah
forces told the real story. Their signs
said: “Expose Carter's Human Rights
Hypocrisy.” [}

Gree

Anti-shah militants fight cops at demonstration near the White House.

tumanian Miners Fight
State Capitalists

government-supplied food with the
“Comrade Minister’’ and his aides so
they could get a better understanding
~of the miners’ grievances. One miner
present said: “We threw it in their
faces and we told them, ‘Here, you
eat it."” :
At the demand of the miners, Ceau-
~~gescu himself was forced to interrupt
his leisure at a lush Black Sea resort,
and fly to Lupeni to negotiate with
the strikers in person. Ceausescu was
greeted with shouts of “Down with
the proletarian bourgeoisie!”” This
was the miners’ way of expressing
their opposition to a state-capitalist
ruling class which pretends to repre-
sent the workers. The miners present-
ed Ceausescu with a 17-point petition.
The petition included demands cover-
ing the shortage and poor quality of
food, clothing and other consumer
goods; ovefcrowded and shabby
housing; and an unfair pension
system. It also demanded an end to
the stiff penalties inflicted on workers

{Continued on pq,c/]e 17)
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On November 19, Egyptian Premier
Anwar el-Sadat flew to Jerusalem to
meet Israell leaders and address the
Israeli parliament. When he ad-
dressed the Israells on November 20,
he supported their demands for “se-
cure borders.” Me also joined with
israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin
to pledge “no more war’ In the Mid-
dle East. By going to Jerusalem, Sadat
was the first Arab ruler to openiy re-
cognize the Zionist conquest of Pales-
tine.

Betrays Palestinlans
in name of peace

Sadat claimed his trip was the first . .
the. borders"

step toward bringing peaee t
Middle East. But hlS SOTGi;IIad'pe
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Arab rulers. It Is trying to get the Zion-
*ists to hand over a small portion of
Palestine--the West Bank and Gaza—

to the Palestinian Liberation Organiza-

tion (PLO).

The idea is to get the Palestinlans to
accept this small chunk of territory and
stop fighting' for the rest.

The Zionists have resisted this
solution, but the overwhelming pres-
sure of the U.S. dnd European Imper-
lalists, together with the crisis in
the Israeli economy, was making It
harder and harder for them to hold out.

Sadat’s trip, however, has let the
Zionlsts off the hook. In.going to Jeru-
salem, Sadat has made it clear he
wants 1o settle the Middle East conflict
on'lsrael’'s terms. By supporting the
Israell, imperialists call for “secure
s saying that the Israelis
thing to fear frum the Egyptian

Fland. Israell ralds are

s ) &1 designad fo destroy Palestinian
# [SRAEL ¥+ yin desle y
MILES arga L7 armed power and force complete
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must look briefly at the Middle East
conflict. The heart of this conflict is
the struggle of the Palestinian people
to recover Palestine, the country they
lived in for centuries. To build the state

———ofIsrael, the Zionists drove the Pales-

tinians out of Palestine and took the
land for themselves.

The U.S. imperialists have been
behind Israel from the beginning. They

‘feared the Arab liberation movements

which sprang up after World War H.
They thought these movements might
overthrow the capitalist governments
of the Middle East and deprive the U.S..
of vital oil supplies. To prevent this,
the U.S. imperialists built up Israel as
a fortress state to defend capitalism
and imperialism in the Middle East.
But the Palestinians have not given
up fighting for their land. So long as
the Palestinians keep fighting, they are
2 force for revolution in the Middle
East and a threat to U.S. imperialism.
As before, U.S. imperialism needs a
stable Middle East to guarantee its
hcld over the area’s oil. Now that the
oii-rich Arab states have gained some
clout in the world economy, they are
pressuring.the U.S. to come up with a
policy which is less one-sidedly pro-

Israel.

Asa resun the U.S. has been trying
to engineer a sellout of the Palestinian
struggle which is acceptable to the

neuvers since have politically divided
the Arab rulers. This eases the political
pressure on the Zionists. Above all,
Sadat has made it clear to all con-
cerned that he is willing to sell out the

__Palestinians completely in return fora __

separate peace with Israel and the
return of some Egyptian territory.

As a result Sadat’'s trip, the
Israelis will now be able to deal with
the Arabs on their own terms. They can
get away with fewer concessions to
Egypt. They are in a good position to
put pressure on the Syrians to make
the same deal, because without Egypt
Syria is in no position to even-think of
war. They will keep much_of the occu-
pied Arab land. And they will be given
a free hand to isolate and smash the
Palestinian people.

Behind Sadat’s maneuvers is the
crisis of Egyptian capitalism. The
Egyptian capitalist class very much
needs peace with Israel. Sadat lost
Russian military aid when he kicked
out the Russians and turned to U.S.
imperialism after the 1973 Arab-Israeli
war. The U.S. has rearmed Israel since.
1973, but hasn’t given the Egyptian
army the supplies and training it needs
to defeat the Zionists. As a result,

Israel could easily smash Egypt 'in‘ a -

new war.
The Egyptian capitalists also need

peace to restore the shattered Egyptian

economy. Egypt faces enormous Inter-
national debts and a balance of pay-
ments crisis.

In January 1977, Sadat tried to
stabilize the economy by cutting the
food subsidies. These subslidies are
what kept prices iow enough so the
Egyptlan poor and unemployed work-
ers could survive. But the workers
launched a three-day rebellion and
forced Sadat to restore the subsidles.
Since his -attack on the Egyptian
people falled, Sadat declded to try to
tmprove the position of the Egyptlan
ruling class by making peace with the
Israelis.

If Sadat can make a deal with Israel,
he can cut the military budget, which is
the biggest single drain on the
Egyptian economy. Through U.S. and
Israell investments he can try to get the
ecoinomy moving a blt. And with the
threat of war removed, he can turn hls
attention to crushing the rebellious
Egyptian workers.

It is not clear whether Sadat can
succeed in his maneuver without suf-
fering political defeat. But so far, op-
position to his sellout has been weak.

Radical leaders’ -
opposition is weak

A number of Arab regimes have de-
nounced Sadat’s trip to Jerusalem. The
most mititant of these—Libya, Syria,
fraq, Yemen and Algeria—met with
Palestinian organizations in Libya on
December 4-6 to form a “resistance
‘front” against Sadat.

But with the exception of lraq, these
governments have refused to rule out a
negotiated settlement with Israel. This
too amounts to accepting the Israeli
conquest of Palestine. The “resis-
tance” of these so-called radical Arab
leaders was limited to threats of
-breaking off diplomatic relations with
Egypt and a decision to move the Arab
League’s headquarters out of Egypt.

Sadat's game and the feeble resis-
tance of the so-called radical Arab
leaders reveal once again the reaction-
ary nature of the Arab nationalist
+ulers—For-30-years-now,-all the Arab
rulers have used anti-imperialist rhet-

orlc to Cover their betrayats Qf the anti-
Zionist struggle.

These rulers have never armed and
trained the Arab people for war against
Zionism and impertalism. When they
have gone to war, they have done their
damnedest to keep, the oppressed Arab
workers and peasants unarmed and un-
involved. When this has failed, the
rulers have used their own armies to
smash the masses.

In 1970, Jordanian workers took up
arms to fight alongside the Palestinian
guerrillas against Israel. In September
of that year-——known as Black Septem-
ber-~Jordan’s King Hussein sent in his -
army to destroy the Palestinian bases
in that country.

in'1975, Lebanese workers and peas-
ants Joined forces with the Palestinian
refugees against the right-wing pro-
Western rulers of Lebanon. They were
on the verge of victory when Syria's
strongman Assad invaded Lebanon to
smash the Palestinian-Leftist Altlance.

.Other so-called militant Arab leaders
did little or nothing to defend these
liberation movements. Last year, Libya
agreed to an “Arab peacekeeping
force” which was nothing but a cover
for Syria’s Invasion of Lebanon. lraq in
1970 prolsed tc ald the Palestinians
against Hussein. And last year, it
threatened to attack Syria after it
Invaded Lebanon. But when push came
to shove, the lragi and Libyan capi-
talists allowed Hussein and Assad to
slrrash the Palestinians dﬂd their
allies

PLO leaders little

‘better than the rest

The PLO leaders are no better. They
never agitated among the Syrlan troops
to get them to turn their guns on
Assad. As aresult, they allowed Assad
to murder their supporters and destroy_
the fighting ability of the Palestinian”
and Lsbanese liberation movements.
When Assad showed himself ready to
mzke a deal, the PLO leaders wel-
comed him back as an anti-Zlonist
leader.

These sellouts will never wage a rev-
olutionary struggle to overthrow Zion-
ism and imperiailsm in the Middle
East. They are capitalist rulers who
oppress their own people and are tied
to imperlalism with a thousand and
one strings.

They invest in imperialist banks and
corporations which oppress the mass-
es all over the world. And they depend
on the U.S., European and Russian
imperialists for the arms they use to
keep the people down.

To defeat Zionism, the masses must
rely only on themselves. They must
wage a struggie to destroy all the
capitalist classes of the Middle East—
Israeli and Arab. They must wage a
struggle for socialism. Only a revolu-
tionary movement led by the working
class can unite the Arab people in a
struggle to smash imperialism, Zion-
ism and the selloyt Arab regimes. This
strategy, the strategy of the Perma-
nent Revolution, is the only road to

liberation.and real peace in the Middle
" East.[J

Calro workers ‘zook to the streets last January when Sadnt tried to ralse prices.
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- ‘BY TONY CURZO
Since the times when rulingclasses
first appeared on the face of the earth,
they discovered that the way to stay in
power is to “divide and rule.” The
Roman rulers came up with this say-
ing, and they were very good at it.

empire spanning three continents for
close to a thousand vyears. They
brought slavery, misery, and the rule
ofthe sword wherever they went. They
were able to stay on top for so long
because they knew how to split up the
oppressed and turn them against each
other.

The capitalists-of today's world are
cast in the same mold as the Romans.
They exploit the working masses of the
whole world. They enforce a brutal
system of wage slavery which, in many
parts of the world, can hardly be called
an advance over the Roman system.
They make war among themselves to
determine who gets what part of the
world “ to plunder. And when the
oppressed people rebegﬁthe capitalists
let them have it—witha brutality that
makes the ancient Romans look like
amateurs. .

The capitalists are a wafer-thin
minority of the world's population..Ye
like the Romans, they have managed to
stay in.power by piaying the old gam
of *“divide and rule.” They -h
managed to divide the workers .
oppressed people of the world.
they can turn the oppressed ag
each other, they can pick them off one
group at atim

How de?
dwide 1

is made up of ghant
monopolies and banks which
trade, investments and credlts

sources. The wealth and power o
Western Europe, Japan, the U.S. and
Russia are built on the systematic loot-
ing of Africa, Asia, Latin America and
other -super-exploited areas. In this
setup, U.S. imperialism isithe biggest
single international gangster

Ethloplans, near starvatlon, walit for aid at a refuges camp The most pp p
chalns. For the vast majority of the world’s psople, soclalist revolution is the only way out of povsrty dnd mlsery

[ -

They looted and victimized a huge é

The imperialists for the most part
manage to convince these workers that

"they are better -than the oppressed

majority of the workers. They fool
them into-thinking that they and the
imperialists are on the same side.
These privileged workers become fat
from the crumbs off the imperialist
-table and are unable to see past their

intries o! the
ts theories, .

in society. By
naner comrade

noses. For the most part, these
workers are skilled, white, male, na-
tive-born, and organized into trade
unions. They make up what Marxists
call the labor aristocracy.

In return for their privileges, the
labor aristocracy becomes a club in the
hands of the capitalists to use against
the overwhelming majority of the
workers. They are the social base of
the reactionary labor bureaucrats.
Along with the bureaucrats, they
work to prevent the unions from
fighting for the interests of ali workers.
They support thé policies of the capi-
talists and enable them to suppress
the struggles of the more oppressed
workers. They become the conveyor
belt for all the bosses’ ideological
manure inside the ranks of the workers’
movement: racism, sexism, national
chauvinism, anti-communism, and all

"

have g to Iosa but thelr

T e i
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the rest. They help divide the workers
into separate nationalities, races, sex-
es, occupations, unions. . .you name
it.'tn these and many other ways, they
work to keep the workers in the ad-
vanced countries tied to the imperialist
system. Above all, the labor aristo-
crats betray their fellow workers in
Africa, Asia and Latin America who
suffer under the heel of the imperial-
ist boot. Since the labor aristocrats
benefit from the loot of imperiafism,
they support the imperialist policies of
the capitalists.

Labor aristocrats
support U.S. imperialism

This can be seen by looking at recent
U.S. history. During the 1960s and
1970s, the oppressed peoples of South-
east Asia waged a struggle that shook
the very foundations of U.S. imperial-
ism. To the very end, the labor aristo-
crats supported the U.S. imperialists’
war to smash these national liberation
struggles. Even.when large numbers of
workers had come 16 hate the war, the
aristocrats continued to support the
imperialists. It was this support that
enabled the U.S. rulers to carry on their
genocidal war for a decade and to pull
out of one of the worst social crises in

. their history.

The victims of the aristocrats’ deal
with the imperialists are the most
oppressed workers, who make up the
large majority of the working class.
They are: the Black, Latin and Aslan
workers; women workers; the majority
of workers who work in non-union
sweatshops; immigrant workers -in
Europe and the U.S.; and prisoners,
gays, youth, the aged, the unem-
ployed, and the undocumented. In par-
ticular, they include the super-ex-
ploited and super-oppressed workers
of Africa, Asia, and Latin America.

These workers are the discriminated
and despised. They are the people who
have no organization and no influence.
They are the people that capitalism
throws to the dogs.

Capitalism gauges people’s worth by
the success they achieve in scrambling
up the capitalist ladder. The individ-

uals, groups, and even
manage to move up by st
backs of their fellow hur
they are the good, f{t
honored and respected. T
oppressed humanity tha
up in this struggle—t|
chumps, the fools, the c
Capitalism regards th
pressed as the true d
society, the lowest forn
that the capitalists ¢
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of South Africa, the dispc
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with equal contempt.
Socialist revolutionarit
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force inside the working
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‘““‘Nothing to lose
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but increasing misery, squ
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the rest. They help divide the workers
into separate nationalities, races, sex-
es, occupations, unions. .
it. In these and many other-ways, they.

work to keep the workers in the ad-
vanced countries tied to the imperialist -

system. Above all, the labor ariste~

crats betray their fellow workers in.

Africa, Asia and Latin America who
suffer under the heel of the imperial-
ist boot. Since the labor aristocrats
benefit from the loot of imperialism,
they support the imperialist policies of
the capitalists.

Labor aristocrats

support U.S. im perialism’

This can be seen by looking at recent
U.S. history. During the 1960s and
1970s, the oppressed peoples of South-
east Asia waged a struggle that shook
the very foundations of U.S. imperial-
ism. To the very end, the labor aristo-
crats supported the U.S. imperialists’
war to smash these national liberation
struggles. Even when large numbers of

workers had come 1o hate the war, the —— PFed

aristocrats continued to support the
imperialists. It was this support that
enabled the U.S. rulers to carry on their
genocidal war for a decade and to pull
out of one of the worst social crises in
their history.

The victims of the aristocrats’ deal
with the Imperialists are the most
oppressed workers, who make up the
large majority of the working class.
They are: the Black, Latin and Asian
workers; women workers; the majority
of workers who work in non-union
sweatshops; immigrant workers -in
Europe and the U.S.; and prisoners,
gays, youth, the aged, the unem-
ployed, and the undocumented. In par-
ticular, they include the super-ex-
ploited and -super-oppressed workers
of Africa, Asia, and Latin America.

These workers are the discriminated

and despised. They are the people who -

have no organization and no influence.

They are the people that capitalism -

throws to the dogs.

Capitalism gauges people’s worth by -

the success they achieve irf scrambling

" up the capitalist ladder. The individ-

.you name~’

- uals; grou

_up in this

chumps, the fi ; ,
Capitalism regards th

pressed’ as the true

that the (¢
Whether it's: the
of the South Bro
of South'Afric:
estinians or

employed workers
Black workers

ists regard them all
with equal contempt.

Socialist revolutionaries work to
smash this topsy-turvy way of looking
at things. For the working class is
the key force for revolution precisely
because it is oppressed. And the key
force inside the working class is the
most oppressed workers. If the social-
ist revolution is to succeed, the revolu-
tionary party of the workers must be
based on the most oppressed, and its
t-and
foremost to their needs. Why is this?

‘““Nothing to lose
but their chains’’

The most oppressed workers have
no real stake in the system. Imperial-
ism offers them no future—nothing
but increasing misery, squalor, and re-
pression. Because of what capitalism
does to them, the most oppressed
most closely mirror what Marx had to
say about all workers: “They have
nothing to lose but their chains.”

Because of this, the most oppressed
workers can most easily cut through
the divide-and-rule crap of the capital-
ists and their labor hacks. The crisfs of
capitalism doesn’t have to be an ab-
stract theory for them. All they have to
do is look at their own lives and put
two and two together. Their own ex-
perience will teach them that the capi-
talist system offers the workers noth-
ing but oppression and ruin.

Most important, the most oppressed
have a tremendous repressed hatred

Trotsky’s Transitional

for the system. From time to time,
their hatred and anger break out in
powerful -rebeilions. Often, however,
the . hatred is unexpressed, . or is

expressed in fighting among them- .

'selves. But when this hatred is coupled
with* political understanding, it be-
comes a tremendous reservoir of mili-
tancy and determination that can be
tapped for sociallst revolution. It is
this that the imperialists fear most of

" all about the most oppressed.. .

These are the reasons why Leon
Trotsky in the accompanying statement
sees so much historical importance in
a séemingly unimportant speech of a
Turkish woman in Kazan (Russia).

' Trotsky's revolutionary understanding

told him that the women of Asia—who
still today are among the most
oppressed strata of humanity—will be
some of the mbst determined fighters
for the socialist revolution.

‘Most oppressed

workers in the lead

Looking at the super-exploited work-
ers of China, India, and the Cauca-
sus, Trotsky understood that they are
destined to play an earthshaking role
in world revolution. He spent much of
his speech to the graduates of the
Communist University of the Toilers of
the East explaining that oppressed
Asia might lead the “advanced” West
to the path of revolution. Said Trotsky:
.if Europe‘is going to be kept in
the | p 1t state of decc by
this narrow-minded aristocratic Mc-

number of thick

the most resourceful, the most
ined, the n ostuncompromlsmg

' reVOlutlonarles

“‘Inexhaustible stores
of selflessness’

It is no accident that a key section of
Program, the
program of the Fourth International, is
entitled “Open the road to the woman
worker! Open the road to the youth!” In
it Trotsky says:

“Opportunist organizations by their
very nature concentrate their chief at-
tention on the top layers of the working
class’ and therefore ignore both the
youth and the woman worker. The
decay of capitalism, however, deals its
heaviest blows to the woman as wage
earner and as a housewife. The
sections_of the Fourth International
should seek bases of support among
the most exploited sections of the
working class, consequently among

- the women workers. Here they wili find

Inexhaustible stores of devotion, self-
di to sacrifice.”

Unfortunately, the most oppressed
workers today accept to'a large degree
the world-outlook of the labor aristo-
crats. The views of the labor aristo-
cracy seep down into the workers’
ranks and irifect the oppressed workers
themselves. As a result, we see that
even the most oppressed white work-
ers hate, fear or distrust their Black
brothegs and sisters, even though they
are basically in the same boat. Often
the Black workers accept the capital-
ists” slanders and stereotypes about
Latins, and vice-versa.

The same is true of every other divi-
sion in the working class: men against
women, workers in thHe imperialist
countries against workers in-the impe-
rialized countries,-and so on. The
workers fight each -other, and the
|mpena|lsts Iaugh all the way to the
ban

lf the most oppressed workers are to

Above: This scene appears throughout the world. The majority of the people
barely survive so that the rich can live in luxury. Below: Mozambican women
train for national liberation struggle prior to FRELIMO victory.

smash capitalism, they have to throw
off the ideological garbage of the -
bosses. They have to unite across
racial, national, sexual lines. The op-

pressed workers of the
countries must stop being loyal to the
imperialists. So long as the workers of
the advanced countries side with “théir
country” against workers in ~other
countries, they are setting themselves
up. . .

As imperiatism decays, the capital-
ists will be less and less able to buy
the loyalty of the labor aristocrats. As
a result, the aristocrats will become
less and less useful as a tool of the
capitalists. Their influence in the
working class of the tmperlalsst coun-
tries will dlmmlsh

At the same tlme the capitalists will
have to step up their attacks on the

2

“imperialist -

“ism, and the hypocrisy that capitalism

people. O

oppressed majority of workers in their
own countries. This further weakens ..
the influence of the labor aristocracy
and raises the level of class struggle.
These developments lay the basis for a
revolutionary alliance between the
workers of the imperialist countries
and the super-oppressed workers and
peasants of Africa, Asia, and -Latin
America. This alliance of all the op-
pressed throughout the world is a
key ingredient for a successful world
revolution that can smash imperialism
and capitalism. Together, we can get
rid of the poverty, misery and oppres-
sion, the racism, sexism and chauvin-

has poured forth throughout the world.
Together, we can build a world social-
ist society, a soclety run by and for the
overwheiming majority of the world’s
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Working people are starting to realize that their |
not better. They are beginning to understand that the guy who made all the promises and claimed-
to be a friend of the people Is the man behind the attacks on them..

ot under Carter is gstting worse,

The weakness of U.S. capitalism is
-making itself felt right up at the very
top. President Jimmy Carter is find-
ing the job of running the capitalist
gystem more than he.can handle.

The ruling class put Carter in the
White House with the hope that he
could strengthen U.S. - capitalism.
Carter came in determined to reverse
the decline of U.S. glmpennhsm In
the U.S., the capltahsta wanted Car-
ter to help them beat down the living
standards of the masses to revive che
economy. ‘And they

Detroit ghetto. miilions live like this.

to ensure peace and the just rights of
all people concerned. But Carter's
“initiatives”’ have bogged down.
Despite Sadat’s visit to Israel, Car-
ter hasn’t been able to stop the Arab-
Isreeli conflict from edging closer to
_ another Mid-East war. He wants the
Israelis to make a few meager conces-
sions to the Palestinians. The conces-
sions would enable the Arab regimes
to sell them out without appearing to
do so. But the Israelis aren’t playing
along. It’s the same in South Africa.

Carter has fooled some people into be-

lieving that he is for national libera-
tion. But he hasn’t been able to get
Vorster and Smith to makeenough're-
-forms to head off the Black struggle.
* On the domestic front, Carter is do-
ing an even worse job for the capital-

ists. Heading the list of Carter’s fail-
ures is the economy. The economy is
supposed to be in a recovery that is
two and a half vears old. But the
economy is still sick. Huge sections
of steel and other basic industry are
shutting down. Unemploymeint is
hxgh and rising. And another reces-
San lS commg 8000n.

To try to bolster the economy, Car—
ter has been slamming the working
class, especially the most oppressed
workers. Carter’s proposals on so-
called weifare reform and the attacks
on the rights of the oppressed are just
two examples of Carter's policy.

Ruling class not
satisfled with Carter

majority of the capitalists
ttack the workers even

public works jobs and tax reform.
These people fear that the high
unemployment that goes along with
the strong ‘‘anti-inflation” approach

-will lead to massive social upheavals.

Carter pleases no one. He isn’t at-
tacking the working class and fight-
ing inflation enough for the conser-
vatives. At the same time, he isn't
coming through with significant
enough reforms for the liberals. The
Carter-backed Humphrey-Hawkins
Bill, for example, not only turns off
the conservatives but won’t do a
damn thing to create jobs.

Carter is losing support in other
quarters as well. Starting over the
summer, with Vernon Jordan of the
Urban League, the labor bureaucrats
and Black politicians have been in-
creasing their eriticisms of Carter.
Last year these opportunists mobi-
lized the votes which got Carter elect-
ed. In return, they expected Carter to
come up with jobs programs and
other sops that they could use to pac-

" ify the people in the Black and Latin

communities and among the union
rank-and-file.

These bureaucrats and politicians
are responsible for keeping the mass-
es locked into capitalist politics. To
do this they must be able to “deliver
the goods” to the people they claim
to represent. But Carter has given
them nothing. Without some conces-
sions, these agents of the capitalist
class have no way of keeping the peo-
ple in line and no means of buﬂdmg
their wealth and influence.

Most important of all, Carter’s

- support among the masses of people
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is drying up. Carter has broken every
campaign promise he ever made,
from a $50 tax rebate to “a job for
every American.”

Working people are starting to re-
alize that their lot under Carter is get-
ting worse, not better. They are
beginning to understand that the guy
who made all the promises and
claimed to be a friend of the people is
the man behind the attacks on them.

When he was elected, one of Car-
ter's main assets was his ability to
fool the masses into believing that he
is different from the rest of the cor-
rupt bunch that runs the govern-
ment. After the Bert Lance scandal
much of this is gone. And as Carter’s
popularity with the people fades, so
does his usefulness to the ruling
class.

Crisis mirrors
decline of U.S.

The weakness of Carter’s Admin-
istration is not primarily Carter’s
weakness as an individual political
leader. The crisis of Carter’s Admin-
istration is a reflection of the decline
of U.S. imperialism.

Underlying the political stability of
U.S. politics for the past 25 years is
the pork barrel: The ruling class, and
their lieutenants in organized labor
and in the communities, have been
able to settle their differences
through peaceful compromise. Be-
cause of the strength of U.S. imperial-
ism, there seemed to be something for
everyone. In general the better-off
sections of the workers were bribed
into supporting U.S. imperialism.

Urban League's Vernon Jordan (right): dﬂsappolnted in Carter.

In addition, if some section: of the
masses was getting unruly, the ruling
class would come up with a few con-
cessions and tell some lies about more
to come if they stopped making trou-
ble. Only the middle class and the
upper crust of the workers ever saw
these crumbs. But a combination of
these concessions, lies, and selective
repression was encugh to keep the

worlters and oppressed people under -

the control of the imperialists.

But U.S. imperialism passed its
high water mark with the defeat in
Vietnam. The economic crisis in the
U.S. which had been suppressed with
the super-profits of imperialism and
state intervention is coming to the
fore. There isn’t enough left in the
pork barrel any more to keep the
masses quiet. And the bureaucrats
and politicians® who depend on the
pork barrel for their power are squab-
bling over who gets what's left.

In short, the ruling class and its
agents are fighting over how to use
their dwindling resources to deal with
economic stagnation and the social
and political crises that are develop-
ing out of it. This is what's behind
the political disputes that are weak-
ening the Carter administration.

This is a big advantage for the
small revolutionary movement which
exists today. The more that Carter’s
Democratic Party administration and
these opportunists in the unions and
communities lose their authority
within the working class, the better
for us. It gives us a stronger chance
of establishing a leading role for revo-
lutionaries in the opening stages of
the struggles which are already be-
ginning to break out.(
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a ‘Los -Angeles ‘cab dnver ‘was reservations in the U.S. While the

n , FBI is the number one repressive-tool

J of J;he government against “all pro-

the scene of the | cnme with bloody greéswe movements, Indian people

clothing -and the“driver’s- personal are right now under the most severe

property in their possession. These . attack. Annie Mae Aquash was shot
t.hree ménvxduals were “granted im- in the back

Indian Movement (AIM)? bers - e
Skyhorse and-Mohawk, who were , Peltier, Sid Welsh and others all
arrested” a: week later in': “Arizona. " attest to. deep involvement by+the
: FBI. Cosl, oil, natural gas, and
aranium are on Indian reservations in
huge quantltles, and companies like
- Amax, Peabody Coal, and® Exxon
: ] ine; clear’ cut,

Aaiis Beaten by
Black and White
Defense Guard

HOVEMBER 14-Three members of the Nazi Party were left beaten and
bloody after a fight at Triton College In Chicago. Six Nazls came o the
college to picket a speech by Simon Wlesenthal, an internationally known
antl-Nazl war criminal hunter. To counter the Nazls, a demonstration was
organized by the Black and White Defense Commlites (BWDC)._.
supporters of the BWDC arrived at the hall, they saw the Nazls jJump an older .
white man. To rescus him, elght BWDC su;ﬁponers stomped the Nazl acum.
Nazl leader Frank Collin spent most of the fight face down on the greund
moanlng over his hurting head. Later, he was arested. The organizing work

* Black youth from Brooklyn A year
.ago Thanksglvmg Day, officer Ro-
bert Torsney ‘was answering a call

L CHILEAN ™
[ WORKERS ¢ |

J
* |
: PR
i @Rkows

AND

TACKLYN

PEASANTS ||
1" innocent ldte last mont

of |he BWDC shows how the working class can defeat the Nazis."

““Tem; @rarg;f” Insanity

if he was checking something in the
building. Torsney drew his pistol and
shot Evans in the head. Even the
other cops on the scene admitted that
there was no provocation from Evans
for the shooting.

Israel Rodriguez: A Puerto Rlcan
in his 20s. Officer Thomas Ryan beat
Rodriguez to death at the 44th Pre-
cinct in the Bronx. Rodriguez’'s hands
were chained together as Ryan
worked him over with “ni nightsticks,
fists, feet and furniture.”

Frank Thompscn: Eighteen-year-

‘old Black youth, again from Brook-

lyn. While on an off-duty drinking
spree, officer Roger Scheid shot and
killed Thompson.

‘Cop judged insane

~ An all-white Jury found Torsney
.They ac-
cepted his defense that he was tempo-
rarily insane from an attack of a kind
of “rare epilepsy.” Torsney will be

" examined .by psychiatrists for 60

days. If he is found ‘‘recovered’’ from
his “sudden fit,”” he will be released

and possibly returned to active duty.

Officer Ryan got his knuckles
rapped a little harder. Earlier in No-
vember, his almost all-white jury (10
out of 12) found him “guilty. Not of
murder, though. Instead, he was con-
victed of “‘criminslly negligent homi-

_cide,” which carries a maximum sen- -
tence of...only four year§. With

RDER

parole, he could be out in a fraction of
that time.

But Ryan may be in luck. About
the time of Torsney’s acquittal, seven
of the 12 jurors in the Ryan case
claimed they did not understand the
charge against Ryan. They say that
they only meant to convict Ryan of
simple “negligence,” not ‘‘negligent

_homicide.” If they are allowed to

change their verdict, Ryan may get
off with no time at all

Scheid is still awaiting trial. He’s
probably not very worried. Even lf
pretty clear that ‘Scheid too suffers
from that very common ‘“rare epi-
lepsy”’ that makes white cops go
berserk and blow Black people away
for no reason.

The “official leaders” of the Black
and Latin communities have told
people to keep quiet and rely upon
the “democratic system” to take care
of these injustices. But as these cases
prove once again, investigations,
trials and all the rest of the crap that
-goes under the name of “working
through the channels” of capltahst
democracy are worthless.

Armed patrols of Black, Latin and
anti-racist white youth.and workers
are what’s needed to put this slaugh-
ter to a stop. Through organizing, we
can check and limit police oppression.
Bat it will never disappear as long as
capitalism is around. Workers’ self-
defense must become one part of the
struggle for socialist revolution. With
the working class in power, the police
‘oppression will'end because the police
and all the agents of the bourgemsxe
“will be smashed. O
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IRON ORE
~ STRIKE CHAL

Over 9,000 iron ore workers in the
Mesabi Range are still fighting to win
their five-month old strike. The stfike,
which began on August 1, is fhe
longest strike in the history of the
union, the United Steelworkers of
America (USWA). It is also the first
strike to chaclenge the no-strike Ex-
perimental ,'Negotiating ‘Agreement
(ENA),«whlch was signed in 1971.

The main issue in the strike is the
workers’ demand for incentive pay. The
bosses' refusal to ‘make any conces-
sien on this issue sparked the strike. In
response to the militancy of the iron
ore workers, the companies retreated
and offered 40-50 cents an hour
incentive pay to 75, percent of the
workets, In exchange they proposed to
cancel the'30 cents an hour attendance
bonus iron ore workers had won in an
earlier contract. This wouid have
meant a wage cut for the 4,500 workers
not covered by the incentive pay plan.
The strikers rejected the offer unani-
mously. ;

Last month, the bosses changed
their offer to incliude the incentive pay
for 75 percent of the workers and main- '
tain the attendance bonus for the rest,
This settlement was accepted by 6, 000
workers, mostly from northern Michi-
gan.

On*November 28, workers in the: 10
Minnesota locals that regected the
uompformse promised to:stay. out unt
all iron ore workers re overed b th
Incentive bonus T 2

offer on December 6

fron ere workers have been bulldmg
support for their strike. On November
6, 2,000 strikers marched through the
streets of Vrrgmla Minnesota. Another
demonstration is planned for -Decem-
ber 17 in Hibbing, Minnesota, to rany

support for the strike.

Strikers have also gone’m the Chi-
cago-Gary steel mills for support.

Defend |

DETRO)T—Last July, Nagi Moha- -

med, an Arab worker at Chrysler's
Dodge Main plant, was beaten by his
foreman and a supervisor. Nagi was
ordered to work out of his classifica-
tion, called racist names, and grabbed
by the foreman. Nagi pulled away and
the foreman began hitting him. A super-
visor then held Nagi while the foreman
continued to beat him. Nagl was fired
and faces jail on assault charges. He

_has also been denied unemployment

benefits by the state. Chrysler's racist
foremen have gone unpunished.
On November 18, 60 Arab, Bilack and

2 workers—most of them from.

Plant gate collections have been
organized and several locals have
pledged support to the strikers. Mili-

‘tant steelworkers understand that they

have a big stake in the outcome of the
strike.

A successful strike will be a serious
defeat for the USWA bureaucrats' ENA,
which limits steelworkers’ right to
strike to local issues. '

In the initial talks between the iron

This unity of Arab, Black and white
workers scared Chrysler and its courts.
The trial was pushed back to December
2. Once again the workers appeared,
filling the courtroom. OQutside, sup-
porters of the Revolutionary Auto-
workers Committee (RAC) demonstra-
ted. The demonstration was dispersed
by the Hamtramck cops. RAC sup-
porters and others were harassed and
searched before entering the court-
house. The foreman failed to appear at
the h7armg so the case was adjourned
untit AJanuary.

Autoworkers have always had next
to .no rights. We face slave-like
condltions on the shopfloor. Things
are getting worse. Harassment has
picked up throughout Detroit’s auto
plants. At Chrysler, things are espe-
clally bad and particularly at places
like Dodge Main. Chrysler stands on
weak: legs in a rotting economy. The
bosses’ solution to protect their profit
argins is to get more work out of
fewer workers. For instance, in 1973,
Dodge Main employed 10,000 workers.

ore workers and the bosses, the ENA
was used by the bosses to refuse to
discuss incentive pay. They claimed
that it was a national -issue and could
not be negotiated on a local level. The
iron ore workers refused to accept this
and pressed their demand. The bosses
were forced to back down.

-Tq repalr_this breach in the ENA,
USWA president McBride and a com-
pany negotiator have agreed to amend
the ENA so that disputes overwhat is a
local issue will be settled by binding
arbitration. .

Iron ore workers have shown how to
deal with the ENA. The ENA can be
defeated by a national strike in steel.
Militant steelworkers can begin to or-
ganize by building support for the iron
ore workers. []

lagi Mohamed!

Now several thousand fewsr workers
produce about the same number of
cars. Chrysler's overseers—the fore-
men and supervisors—are cracking the
whip. Firings, disciplinaries and at-
tacks are common and will increase as
the bosses’ mad drive for profits
continue. We workers will stand up,
but our only weapon is unity in
struggle. The bosses know this, which
is why Nagi is out of a job and on trial.
Maitagement needs to keep us down
and divided. They felt that Nagi, being
an Arab (a small minority of U.S.
workers) and an immigrant, would be
easier to take on as an example to all
workers.

Workers, regardless of race or where
they work, must support the fight of
the Dodge workers. RAC is uniting
with the Dodge Workers Defense Com-
mittee in helping to build support
among workers in other plants. The
new trial date is January 6. Come out
and defend your rights.

'All Out to Detend Nag! Mohained!

Dock strike settled s

NOVEMBER 30~50,000 dockworkers have ended
their strike, which paralyzed containér shipping
through Atlantic and Guif coast ports for 60 days.
The new contract, negotiated by the International
Longshoremen’s Assaociation (ILA), includes an 80
cents an hour raise each year, improved benefits,
and a tightening of the Guaranteed Annual Income

(GAl) plan.

Although the contract was accepted overall,
militant locals in New Orleans, Baltimore and
Mobile, Alabama, voted it down.

Opposition to the settiement centered on the GAI,

which guarantees a minimum number of hours with
pay to every longshoreman whether or not work is
availabie. The number of hours varies widely from
port to port. Members of Baltimore Local 333 (I1LA)
said that it was near impossible to collect GAl

funds, due to loopholes left for the shipping bosses.

From the beginning of the strike, the
dockworkers' fight was sabotaged by ILA president
Thomas W. Gleason. In October, militants called a
general strike against all shipping in New Orleans. .
The strike was broken by Gleason. A port-wide’
strike in Baltimore on November 23 was also
stopped. Most recently, a wildcat by members of
t.ocal 333 following their rejection of the contract
was halted by a court injunction with support from
Gieason.

(See letter on.Jamaican portworkers support for

U.S. dockers’ strike, page 2.}

% . 2
Stevens’ WOE’%&I“% meet

Over 1,500 J.P. Stevens workers from across the
South met in Spartanburg, South Carolina, on
November 20 to build their union organizing drive.
The workers represented over 40 of J.P. Stevens’ 85
plants. This was the biggest meeting ofits kind

since the drive to organize Stevens began in 1963.
Stevens workers are determined to press the
organizing drive into every plant In the Stevens
empire. As a Black woman from the Stevens plant in
Tifton, Georgia, told the delegates: *One plant can’t
do it alone. We've got to organize the whole chain.”
But the-leaders of the Amalgamated Clothing and
Textile Workers Union {ACTWU) refuse to prepare
for amilitant showdown with Stevens. instead, they

_.—continue to wait on the government and the courts

to build the union.

_. The ACTWU bureaucrats are now putting their
hopes on a National Labor Relations Board (NLRB)
decision to seek a nationwide injunction against
Stevens for “unlawful conduct.” The NLRB has
never before sought a nationwide injuction against a
major corporation, although injunctions against
“unlawful conduct” are already in force at a number
of individual Stevens plants.

The NLRB and the ACTWU leaders claim these
actions will stop Stevens from attacking union
supporters. But Stevens has already proved that it
will not be defeated by court cases. In fact, the
government wants to use this injunction to prevent a
mititant organizing struggle at Stevens. The rulers
want workers to look to the government for heip,
instead of organizing themselves for a fight.

The courts and the bosses’ government will never
build a fighting union at J.P. Stevens. Union
militants have to mount a massive organizing drive
involving thousands of Stevens workers. This will
lay the groundwork for a company-wide strike for

. union rights. The Stevens workers are not

alone—their struggles can spark new organizing -
drives among the miilions of unorgamzed workers
throughout the South. .

Workers strike onion growers
Over 2,500 Arizona farmworkers have been .
striking since OGtober 27 against the biggest onion
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growers in the state. Most of the strikers are
undocumented Mexican workers, who provide
nearly all of the farm labor for rich growers across
Arizona. Before the strike, the workers were picking
onions for 26 cents per dozen. The strikers are
demanding an increase to 40 cents per dozen, which
is about equal to the official minimum wage for
farmworkers of $2.20 an hour.

The growers and the government are trying to

_ break the strike. The courts issued injunctions

the mass picket lines of the workers arresting 21.
strikers in early November. And through the entire
strike, the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS) has carried out deportation raids
against the strikers.

The farmworkers committee and the Maricopa
County Organizing Project mobilized hundreds of
strikers and suoporters to march in Phoenix on
November 8. The marchers opposed the government
attacks and demanded serious negotiations. One of
the striking workers, Juana Garcia, said this: “There
is no justice in America. No justice at all. Police are
arresting people because they are on strike, people
aren’t getting enough to live on. | have been working
in the onions since | was 10. I know | will be
working here all my life. And what do I have to look
forward to? Only 26 cents and to die picking onions
because there are no benefits. We want better wages
now; we don’t want our children living the same life
asus.’

This strike against the onion growers is the
largest strike ever waged by Arizona farmworkers, it
follows a successful strike earlier in October by
several hundred citrus workers at the Arrowhead
Ranch. The citrus workers struck over eight
demands; including daily wage payments, toilets in

- the fields, blankets and tents and medical care..

Victory to the Arizona Farmworkers!
Stop All Attacks on Undocumented Workers!

—BA and PA
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Rumanian

iners

Fight State Capitalists

(Continiued from page 10)

who fail to meet the state-imposed
production quotas,

After Ceausescu promised to make
changes in all these areas, the miners
returned to work. A miner describes
what happened afterward: “For two
weeks, things did improve, There was.
more and better food, clothing. A new.
pension law was published quickly
even though it was never formally ap-
proved. But within two weeks, that
was all over. Then the troops came.’

Ceausescu ordered 2,000 soldiers
into the Jiu Valley to break up the
miners’ movement. The govemment
tried to get the soldiers to work in the
mines as scabs. The soldiers refused,
sh.rewdly arguing: “It’s not our job,
we're to defend the country.”

More effective were the hordes of
plainclothies secret police. Dobrei, the
miner who presented Ceaulsescu with
the petition, was arrested in the mid-
dle of the night. Many of the police
went to work in the mines pretending
to be new hires, making it hard for
the miners to continue building up
their organization.

According to Rumanian author
Paul Goma, 4,000 mineérs were fired
in September in retaliation for the
strike.

their August. pay for
quotas. This wipe
wage mcrease t:he

pnsons Through' correspo de ce W
can discuss what questions come up
in the course of study % -
Study groups in the prisons cah
become more than study groups.

They can become a section of the -

revolutionary party in the prisons.
Our struggles and our need to study
don’t stop when. we get sent to
pnson We need to build a revolution-

-ary party that-organizes—and-unites—
all the people’s struggles. The section

was necessary to return to the Jiu
Valley in November. The miners’
movement was threatening to spill
over into other sections of the Ruma-
nian working class. In September,
there had been anti-government pro-
tests in the textile mills of Brasov
and at the huge August 23 Heavy
Machine Factory in Bucharest.

Ceausescu had himself made an
“honorary miner” and made a big
speech saying: ‘‘We want the miners’
work to be made easier, general work-
ing conditions to be improved, and a
high produ.ctwlty to be insured.”

The miners weren't fooled. “‘It’s all
for himself. None of that's for us,”
said one.

None of it is for the workers. That’s
the whole point. Rumania is ruled by
a state-capitalist regime which calls
itself “Communist.” But if the Ru-
manian working class controlled this
regime, it would be impossible for the
armed forces to be used to suppress
the workers’ struggle. How can Ru-
mania be any kind of workers’ state if
the only way that the working class
movement can exist is through the
methods of underground resistance?

The fact that the workers are
* gtarved, overworked and arrested .in

-the name of socialist development

othing. The Rumanian

fighting capntahsm the
y facing workers in South
Stm:es Cuba and

o
xample of this
solidarity messages that prisoners

© wrote to the Attica-South Africa Day

of Solidarity that was organized by
the RSL and the Solidarity Commit-
tee Against Apartheid. The messages

‘of solidarity helped to show people

what the prisons are all about and the
need to unite revolutionaries in the
prisons with revolutionaries on the
__outside.

We have also tried to make the

of .the party outside the prison will  Torch-La Antorcha a tool for building

support the prisoners’ struggles and
aid the comrades coming out of
prison in reorienting themselves. And
the section of the party inside will
have to show the ropes_to comrades
who come in, and ensure that all of
the comrades in prison develop po-
litically.

Just like in the factories and the
streets, and in some ways even more

so, revolutionary prisoners will have -

to get involved in the day-to-day
struggles for demccratic rights and
material needs of the masses of
prisoners. In order to do this, broad-
based organizations of prisoners will
have to be organized. But also, just

like outside the prisons, itis essentiat

that the most advanced: people band

- together and build their section of the -

revolutionary party. They must give
the struggle leadership. And they
must fight to make sure that all of
the day-m—day struggles become a
part of the most important struggle—

NAME

where: food, clothing, a place to live.
The sbat.e«capltahst ruling class of
Rumania can't even provide basic
consumer goods to “‘the -workers.
Everything "is put into . expandmg
heavy industry at the expense of rais-
ing the level of working class life.
This is the essence of c&pltahst accu-
‘mulation, -not its overthrow.* :
The Rumanian workers have no
control over the economy. They don’t
decide how production is organized or
what it is used for. They are forced to
work for Rumania’s sole employer——
the state 'bureaucracy—or starve.
They sell their labor-power to the Ru-
manian state and in return get a wage
which is barely enough to survive on.
This is the same as workers every-
where. And like workers in the rest of
the world, the only way out of this
wage slavery is socialist revolution.

Apartheid Must

The state capitalists must be
smashed The warkers hava to take
everything over.
Ceausescu is now purgmg top of-
ficials -in thé mining industry and
blaming them for provokmg the min-
ers. But the miners aren’t buying
- these reforms at the top. They know .
that the disgraced officials were only
carrying out Ceausescu’s orders.
“Nothing is changed, nothing has
been resolved,” said one miner to a
New York Times reporter, “You must
say we talked only about sports,
camping or skiing, perhaps, or we will
all be taken away in chains. Things
are quiet now . because people are
afraid. It is difficult to organize be-
cause now there are spies everywhere.
‘But we are waiting, and next
year....” The miner finished with
the clenched fist.0)

Overthrown

(Continued from page 1)

only election for Parliament was held.
The ruling National Party, led by
Prime Minister John Vorster, won an
overwhelming victory—134 out of
165 seats. {In the last election the
National Party won 117 seats.)

Vorster used the election campaigh
to make his message loud and clear.
No reforms in the apartheid system.
No power-sharing of any kind with
the Black people. Continued and
increased repression against any and
all struggle and protest.

For the last year and a half, the
Black students and workers have
been battling against apartheid in the
streets. This has terrified the white
liberals. In the past, these liberals
supported parties calling for a few

this unity between those in the
prisons and those on the outside.
Many people: read the Torch-La
Antorcha, both for information and
political education. We want to make
the Torch-La Antorcha a useful tool

that people who want to build the
revolutlonary party can use to spread
information, as well as debate and
discuss the issues that face working
and oppressed people. Prisoners can
help us improve the Torch-La An-
torcha. We encourage prisoners to
write to us, so that we can discuss our
work and our political ideas. And so

i we.can-see-in what ways we can best

work together to put the capitalist
system to death.O

limited reforms of apartheid. But this
time around they voted for the Na-
tional Party.

While many Western -capitalist
reporters predicted that, after the
elections, Vorster would use his man-
date to make some reforms, in fact
the opposite is true.

The repression continues. Just
hours before the Biko verdict came
down, 13 more Black militants were
arrested—including Biko's brother
and cousin.

The South African rulers have
made it clear that they will go to the
wall to defend the power and privi-
leges of the whites.

Revolution s
the only solution

‘The hardening of the whites’ resist-
ance to any reforms will only give a
boost to the Black struggle. One of
the things that has held back the
Blacks’ struggle is the illusion among
certain sections of the population
that peaceful change is possible.

This has meant looking to the tiny
middle-clags layer of the Black popu-
lation for leadership (the doctors,
lawyers, clergymen, university stu-
dents). And it has meant thinking
that the liberal imperialists, like
Jimmy Carter and Andrew Young,
will really do something for the
Blacks.

But today, the liberal solution for
South Africa is almost irrelevant.
The battle lines are drawn—between
the oppressor whites on the one hand

and the Black masses on the other.

The whites have ruled out reform.
- Instead, they will get revolution.O

Prisoners, FREE
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