diers and workers in late Sep-
tember in an attempt to settle
e intensifying _economic
d political crisis. The Popu-

inclides Communist Party,
Socialist Party and bourgeois

n the part of
utlonary workers

sections of the army cannot be
rehed upon to dismantle the

overnment under
al Pinheiro de
be unable to

e resentatwes declared that

_Portugal has moved closer elite security forces and right- cers diverted arms shipments
to civil war. The new Sixth wing vigilantes. The’'clash be- to left-wing parties. The ar-
Provisional Gevernment tween worker and soldier mili-
_moved sharply against sol- tants and the increasingly o-

BULLETIN . ..

As we go to press, an
artillery regiment in O-
porto is rebelling against
the Portuguese junta’s
attack on the ranks. An
armed clash between left-
wing supporters of the
regiment and right wing-
ers led by the bourgeoi-
sie’s Popular Democratic
Party ieft 100 wounded.

Portu val and the looming
prospect of civil war.

* Win”’ movement (SUV) organ-

vert right wing will increase as
the government moves further
right, escalating the threat of
civil war. -

In September, junior offi-

my’s unreliability was driven
home to Azevedo on .Septem-
ber 25, when the semi-clandes-
tine ‘“Soldiers United Will

ized a mass demonstration
and then seized a fleet of buses
and drove to Trafaria prison
outside Lisbon to demand the
release of two SUV.-corporals. |
The demonstrators forced
COPCON General Carvalho,
the military security chief, to
free the two prisoners, who
had been held on charges of
‘“‘engaging in propaganda and
distributing pamphlets inside
the barracks for an o*gani
zation outside the MT"
This was:a direct chalk *:\ge:
the MFA’s monopoly of poh-
tics in the military,
indicated widespread sup;o%‘ﬂ
for -democratic rights in the
barracks and the recognition
by many soldiers that the
MFA represents bourgeois
interests, not their own.
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Build NYC —
Generﬁﬁ anke

Livernois-Fenkell
s got national.publicity
They began on
Andrew Chinar-
t black teenager
Owe Wynr in cold blood
ind Chinarian’s Livernois
e 'bar

in the heart of Detroit’s
west side. The five
reon, 26, a
Ray-

Lwemo
ian ne
at peop
WA ArTest

a gun and on October 3, 1971
for’ shooting three white
motorcyclists. On June 10,
1964, Chinarian was arrested
in an incident almost identical
to the Wynn murder: he fired
shots at a'man he claimed was

iburgﬂanzmg a car. That time

he misse
Chmarxan s piace Bolton s
Bar, caters almost exclusively
to whites despite its ghetto
location. Customers can only
in by first ringing an
Cont'd. p. 6
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‘anes all the while remammg fearful of the growing
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Editorial .

Franco Execufes Revolui'lonarles 3

At dawn : September
dictatorship ‘of Generalissimo Francisco.-Franco
executed five of its revolutionary opponents. The
executed revolutionaries were: Juan Paredes and
Angel Otaegui of the Euzkadi Ta Azkatasuna

(Basque Nation“and Freedom—ETA) and Ramén ~

Garcia, José Luis Sénchez and José Baenz of the
Frente Revoliitionario Antifascista y Patriota
(FRAP). The men were convicted of killing Franco’s
fascist policemen and executed for this “crime.”
These men were fighters for the national
liberation of the long-oppressed Basque country and
for the freedom of the Spanish people from the
hated Franco dictatorship. This is the real reason
they were caught, tried and killed. In murdering
these revolutionaries, the Franco regime sought to
demonstrate firmness, solidity and its intention to
be around for a long time. In fact, the executions
demonstrated that behind the veneer lies a corrupt -
and rotting regime. Rather than shoring up the
tottering structure, the executions pushed the
regime closer to the edge of the abyss, increasing
the Spanish masses’ hatred of the government and
aggravating the international isolation of Franco.

The executions reveal the-crisis of the regime.
They are a statement that the regime has nothing .
but brutal repression to_offer the Spanish people.
But even in the executions, Franco had to bend to
the overwhelming popular hatred of him. Seeking to
assuage popular sentiment; ‘the government felt
obligated to forego the tradi ‘garrote (which
kills the victims through’ strangulatlon and-or by
breaking the spine at the neck} in exchange for the
more ‘‘dignified”’ firing squad. As a further
capitulation, the government commuted the death
sentences of six other condemned prisoners.

This indecisiveness reflects the growing polariza-
tion of Spanish society between the overwhelming
majority of the people and the increasingly narrow
and nervous base of the dictatorship. To satisfy the
latter the reginte chose to murder ‘the revolution

fury of‘the Spanish masses..

This fury revealed itself in the protests that
shook Spain in the wake of the executions.
Thousands of Spamards demonst 2
of the regime in strikes and. de
movement reached its highe:
48-hour general strike in the
which 300,000 workers took pari
support for the martyrs is par
determination of the Spani: le:to. overthrow
the fascist dictatorship. This ee hostlhty cannot
be long suppressed. e

Accompanying ‘the  protests -in- Spain were
demonstrations throughout Europe and the world.
These actions and the general “hostility of the
working class to Franco forced' the European
governments in particular to take steps to
demonstrate their dissatisfaction with the execu-
tions and the brutality of the Franco regime. Even
the Pove. long-time ally of the GenerahsSuno was

Franco’s ma;n pﬂhr of support has been’ and is’
the United States. Busy negotiating a military pact
which would maintain U.S. military bases on
Spanish socil, and anxious not to alienate its old
friend, the United States refused to say anything
about the executions except that they were the
internal affair of the Spanish government.

Grie "ng the loss of these fighters should not lead
us to .. se sight of the tactical differences between
ourselves and the executed men. We, as Leninists,
are opposed to the tactics of individual terrorism—
that is, assassinations of police or other government
officials, kidnappings, bombings, etc., that are
carried out apart from the struggle of the masses.
This opposition is not based on moral considera-
tions. Revolutionaries who understand the realities
of the class struggle do not and cannot reject such
principle. In fact, when tied to and
he mass struggle, such methods have
a useful although secondary role to play. But they
can never be a substitute for the organization and
mobilization of the masses,

This is for two reasons:

1j Individual terrorism implies that the individ-

27 t;he Spamsh E

theur hatred .
~lesson.

.. Basque
—elsewhere in-Spain-and -the action: of-the workers.

are the. ones responsible for the" m]ustlces and
brutalities being fought. They imply that the Teal
problems to be eliminated are the individual
policemen, ministers, individual institutions (say,
such and such a bank), etc. This is the objective -
impact of terrorist acts on the minds of the majority
of workers and oppressed people. Proclamations

stating otherwise do not overcome this. The
individuals and specific institutions are not the
basic problem; removing the individuals but
leaving the system intact fundamentally changes
nothing. What needs to be done is to overthrow the
entire system and replace it with the revolutionary
rule of the workers in alliance with the other
oppressed people of society. Terrorism focuses
attention away from this goal, despite the
terrorists’ intentions. .

2) -Individual terrorism often confuses and
disorients the masses. This occurs in two ways.
Acts of individual terrorism often - provoke a
heightening of repression for which the workers and
the oppressed are unprepared. This is much less the
case, for example, if such escalation is the direct
result of the mass struggle itself. Terrorism thus
often gives reactionary regimes the excuses they are
wleeking:fernto: crack down on their opponents’
leaders when the movements. are least able to
protect them.

Second and most important, terrorism tends to
instil and reinforce the feeling of powerlessness on
the part of the masses. This feeling is one which all
reactionary societies work hard to instil in their
oppressed classes. As long as the people feel that
they cannot struggle, all but a few will not struggle.
Individual terrorism works to réinforce this feeling
since it appears to the masses as a struggle that is
going on apart from and above them, as a fight of
individual heroes who are usually seen as separate
from the masses. Revolutionaries, however, strive
to convince the masses that they can fight back,
that only they themselves can win their freedom,
and to organize them and show them how to do this.

- Individual terrorism, despite the desires of the

terrorists, helps to teach the masses the wrong

There is another serious social cost of individual
terrorism. Small groups operating in a conspira-
torial manner are often easily caught, tried and
convicted. The exchange of a dedicated revolution-
ist, aware and prepared to sacrifice his life for
freedom, for a lowly police official, corrupt and
without vision, or other government officials of
similar character, is a poor one indeed. No number
of such individuals, mere cogs in the wheels of
capitalism, are worth the life of one heroic
revolutionary.

The aftermath of the executions confirm a related
tenet of revolutionary Marxism. The protests,
particularly the general strike movement in the
cauntry, . the smaller . strike actions

throughout Europe, emonstrate the validity of the
theory of the Permanent Revolution. They
demonstrate that the proletariat is the class with
the size, strength and capacity for organization and
consciousness that can overthrow the Franco

regime and all fascist dictatorships. They also ~

demonstrate that as capitalism decays the only real
and fundamental alternative to the Franco regime
or some other dictatorship is the revolutionary rule
of the workers. In their struggle the workers,

leading the peasants and other oppressed-sectors of'

soaety cannot merely stop at the ‘‘democratic
stage”’ but must make the revoluion permanent,
securing the democratic gains with their own class
rule, in Spain and throughout the world.

The five executed revolutionaires are to be
mourned by the entire revolutionary movement.
That they will not see and fight in the coming

revolution is a loss to the Basque, Spanish and -
international working class. So that the goal for

which-they fought and died may be achieved,
revolutionaries must learn the lessons of their
mistakes.

Free All Spanish Political Prisoners! -
Smash the US-Spanish Military Pact!
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Leonard Woodcock haswj oined forces
Wlt,h George Meany and Senator

" as their solution to
c:"isis in auto and the crisis of
capitalism. Woodcock's proposal calls
on congress to limit the number of cars
that could be imported. His theory
that Americans would then be
to buy Pintos and Chevettes,
plants in the U.8. would increase
production and U.S. workers would be
put back to work. Under the guise of
protecting American jobs, this
Dmpos& protects only the profits of
the American bourgeoisie. Under the
r of defendi
merican workers, this proposal dis-
mantles workers’ defense weapon—-
international solidarity. By dlsorgan
izing -and mapdmg”thb werﬁmﬁ class :

national lines, protecf:lomsym

L

resistence of all workers. oo

Less aware elements of the working
class who feel the effects of the crisis
but see no alternative are responding
to Woodcock’s appeal. Class conscious
workers- must counter this by
ining the real nature of the crisis.
in auto.

The crisis in auto is one of the
clearest pxpressmns of the crisis of

capitalism’ Although the mdustry has’

de 2 shallow *Mo‘.ery and workers
being recalled

causes of the crisis continue to work
behind the scenes and will reappeax
with greater strength:

CRI.SIS OF PROFITS

Ca;;wsm offers no solution to the: :

crisis in auto. It can only: prop
stop-gap measures w}ucn “shoVé

The crisis is a crigis of profits:
capitalists to breathe new life

uto industry, huge amounts of money
suired. T’hc hole appara of
production

anut

decaying piants need massive repairs.
Hi-bo drivers have to swerve-around::
holes in the floor in production plants,
sses have o0 be coversd to
them from getting wet when
the rain leaks through the roof.

The auto industry as organized
under capitalism can barely lift a
finger toward meeting these needs.

the pnce of a car

agproa;c‘z% the average ann wal wage
of American workers, buying a new
car becomes

2 huxury. The auto
nd profits ar

the arms

the

ives b uyers into

is mmng
*rwgr%b we

rv Tackson in pushing a p"og"am'

ng the interests of

» of racism and.:increased, hosbﬂl&y
the basis for crpshing ﬂie"“*t;oward immigrants.. In & ountry

90,000 American 3
auto workers are s:ﬂlmn layoff. The gr

seds H@2be over- - Cf
hauled. On the most mimimalleyel ﬂle ¢

against miserable working conditions
in.the form of wildcats and absentee-
ism. All of these factors further cut
into the profits of U.S. corporations,
and make them increasingly unable to
compete on the world market. The
growing sales of imports is merely an
expression of this inability.

The auto corporations are left with
no choice but to increase the exploita-
tion of workers, to drive down wages
and increase the line speed. This is the
real crisis for auto workers, and it is
this attack which must be countered.

DIVIDING WORKERS

- The key tactic for the corporations
is to divide the working class—to
prevent it from uniting against the

capitalist_offensive. The" ‘interests of - §
”*capxtaﬁsm dictate the encouragement

Arab, Haitian, Mexican and West
Indian workers are being deported. In
Europe immigrants from Southern
Europe are being sent home from auto
plants in Germany and France, told to
starve in the country of their birth
because Volkswagen no longer needs
them The corporations, . with union
ito line up the
rs against their
ferent skin color
“or nat onahty, to shift the blame for
risis from camtahsm to imini-

~ to comipete internationally.

The protectionist scheme of Wood-
cock plays right into this “divide and
conguer”’ tactic. The effects of Wood-
ed < ieglsﬂamon* would

1y

tries. Vol
timer rgold--ofie
productlo to" ahe U ‘te"d g te £
German imports were cut off, VW
would be sent into a tailspin and VW
workers would bear the brunt of the
suffering.

The most criminal illusion of the
UAW plan is that American workers
can make it on their own. Protection-
ism encourages workers to betray our
brothers and sisters in auto plants ail
over the. world. It sets us up to be shot
in the back by the board room
generals. The same corporations who
are waving the flag and singing about
“apple pie and Chevrolet” have been
letting T.S. operations rot while
searching the world for more profit-
able investments. In 1973, for ex-
ample, 43 percent of Ford cars and 48
percent 'of Chryslers were produced in
foreign countries.

tomakers increasingly look to
ign divisions for their profits.
hen they are struck in one country,
v can increase production in others.
is talk of shutting down
1 Great zin entirely.
see its nev

Workers occupying Ford plant in Swansea,
Wales last March. Auto workers struggle is

subcompact, the “Bobcat,” in Europe.
It is clear that .the fate of the
American auto workers cannot be
separated from the fate of the
international working class any more
than the fate of Chrysler can be
separated from the fate of Chrysler
operations in other countries. Those
tionalism for the American working
class are supporting a plan to crush
the workers country by country.

©The UAW pndes it If of being an .
Hterndtidhal union. ‘This is.a sham. ,

dn; ‘oné
~ﬁ5m1” Phe "UAW “refuses®™td intervene .in .

behalf 6f struggles of the international
working class. In November, 1973,
when the counter-revolutionary Chil-
ean junta outlawed the central trade
union federation, the UAW editoral-
ized that the “principle victims of the
coup were the workers.” The UAW
bureaucrats wanted to get that on
record, to note the defeat of the
working class country by country. But
did the UAW do anything in support
of the Chilean workers? Did they
initiate a hot-cargo of military sup-

‘plies to the generals? Of course not.

BOSSES’ INTERNATIONALISM

What “internationalism’ the UAW"
bureaucrats do exhibit is an interna-
tional alliance with the bourgeoisie.
The UAW holds $800.000 worth of
bonds from the mini-imperialist state
of Israel. When Arab workers shut
down Dodge Main in mtramck,
Michigan to protest their dues money
going to bomb their families, Doug
Fraser expressed his solidarity with
Israel and
trade union

international, requires international solu-

tion. Woodcoek’s protectionism divides
workers along national lines.

He told the Arab workers that what
they really needed was not war {to
regain their homeland) but bourgeois
democracy, Israeli-style.

Any serious opposition force within
the UAW must take a clear and firm
stand against protectionism. The
United National Caucus however
capitulates to the UAW bureaucracy
on this vital gquestion. Right-wing
caucus members have complained in
meetings about ‘“‘cheap foreign labor.”
“Lioeal 600 (Ford Rouge Compiex) Tool
afid ‘Die U‘ﬁﬂP 4whefe a préminent
< fiembier%6f the TINC -works, ‘106K this
sentiment " to its logical extension
when they held a demonstration
against Ford contracting work out to
the Budd Corporation in Philadelphia.
{Budd workers are also UAW mem-
bers.) The demonstration’s theme was
that the solution to the auto crisis is to
keep the jobs in Detroit! Instead of
condemning this blatant expression of
privilege and contempt for working
class solidarity, the UNC supported
the demonstration “‘in the context of
jobs for all.”

Building international solidarity
and defeating national protectionism
is the key to the successful defense of
auto workers and the working class
internationally. The conditions are
ripe. The crisis in auto is worldwide.
Auto workers speaking a dozen
languages are facing the same misery

and bleak future. The crisis in auto is
forcing autoworkers’ common inter-
ests. to the foreground, burying

nationa! differences.
In Europe, permanent layoffs in the
industry are going over 14 percent.
Cont'd. p. 14
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The battle for Angola has entered a
momentary lull. The MPLA forces
rema'a in control of Luanda, the port

city of Lobito and the central sections
of the country, as well as the oil-rich
Cabinda enclave. . The FNLA and
UNITA are entrenched in the northern
and southern sections respectively. All
sides appear to be waiting for
November 11, the scheduled date of
independence from Portugal. A new
outbreak of civil war, or on the other

hand the pasting together of a paper .

unity to last until November 11, are
both possible.

The fundamental issues of the
al liberation struggle are un-
changed. Recent revelations of major
CIA financing and control of the
FNLA and UNITA (see article on
opposite page) underline the fact that
these ‘‘nationalists” are imperialist
stooges. The independence of Angola
can only be gained through the victory
of the MPLA.

The approach of independence—as-
suming that Portugal does not find a
way to renege on its promises— opens
up the question of the class nature of

an independent Angolan regime. The
F\Lm (National Front for the Libera-
tion of Angola) and UNITA are both

essentially rural-based armies, with.,

little urban support. This facilitates
their neo-colonial orientation, which
is made clear both by FNLA's ties to
the United States' client regime in

Zaire and by the explicit pro-imperial-
ist statements of UNITA’s. Jonas
Savimbi. Speaking of the need for free
enterprise and foreign investment,
Savu* bi

last February called for
“the example of that great

ing
African statesman, President Hou-
phouet-Boigny of the Ivory Coast.”
This is a code-word for neo-colonial-
ism. Of all of black Africa’s premdents,
Houphouet-Boigny who most

it is

decisiv
lete subordination of his
omy to foreign investment, inte
ally fostering the growth o
bloated African bourgeoisie an
impoverishment of the urban and rural
masses.
URBAN SUPPORT FOR MPLA
The MPLA (Popular Moverent,
the Liberation of Angoéla) is mainly
urban-based, unlike the FNLA or
UNITA. Since the mid-1960’s it. has
been strengthening itg organization in
the muceques {shanty-town slums} of
. Lobito and other towns. The
support of the three groups in
Luanda as of a year ago can be gauged
from;the rallies held to welcome their
delegations last autumn. The FNLA
de’fega'ﬁén. arriving ‘October 30, 1974,
eeted bv 4-5.000 people. The
n November

was met by 30- 50, 000 people and the
UNITA delegation, two days
abﬁut 20,000
The large degree of support for the
MPLA among workers and dwellers in
than

later, by

more

masgses

list and
populist setoric. Although  the
MPLA’s President, Dr. Agosmnho

“not

k=3

truggle in Tnc wor'd "
,dtemen* by Neto. "It
Su’ugg!p ;
end to
;man.

~English!”

domination of the economy. “Who
exploits the iron ore in Angola?”
asked Neto in another speech. “The
GerirddRs s eR e petro-
leum? The Americans and the Bel-
gians! And - “to ~whom  does the
Beénguela Railway belong?.To the
Such statements reflect the
radical bourgeois nationalism of the
MPLA (as opposed to the neo-colonial-
ism of the FNLA and UNITA). These
expressions of an anti-imperialist,
state capitalist minded orientation
have their effect on the urban masses,
who are more nationally and socially
conscious than the scattered peasants.

MPLA: STATE CAPITALISM

The MPLA in power will claim to be
a socialist regime, using this claim to
justify .dictatorial measures such as
control he unions. In reality, the
‘radical bourgeois-nation-
alist liberation movement, aiming at
curbmg the direct imperialist control
of ma)or sections of the Angolan
economy ‘and probably aiming at a
large degree of state ownership. These
aims, which will create a new African
bourgeoisie centered in the state
bureaucracy and management of the
plantations and state enterprises, are
covered over by /socialist rhetoric.

However, it is not just rhetoric and
attention to organization which are
responsible for the MPLA’s large
degree of urban and working class
support. The MPLA's organizing has

benefited- from a mass awakening -of-

the urban populace since the*Portu
guese coup of April, 1874.

ANGOLAN WORKERS FIGHT

The Angolan workers, comprising
miners, plantation laborers, workers in
small-scale industry and (most im-
portantly in an export-oriented econ-
omy) dockers, railwey workers and
other transport and communications
workers, began acting on its own after
the Portuguese coup. Dock workers in
Luanda struck for higher wages,
followed in December, 1974 by dockers
in Cabinda. In Luanda, Lobito and
Mocamedes ports, job actions by

stevedores, mainly for economic gains

but sometimes with nationalist over-
tones, caused bottlenecks in shipping
waiting to be handled. The Benguela
Railw ! the construction industry
t by strikes.

spring of 1975

Luanda

in the

parity with raises
1 Had beer g,amed to high-senior-
emplovees, follow-
on's  banik
1bly to vote

‘helped stop the attacks.

on transferring the assets of national-
ized Portuguese banks in' Angola to
the Angolan government and for a
voice in choosing new bank adminis-
trators.

Together with these actions of the
proletariat has occurred a mobilization
of the urban masses generally. This
was initially sparked by vigilante
attacks on the African quarters by
white settlers in June and July of
1974. In response, self-defense groups
were formed in the muceques, while &
general strike of African civil servants

and a march to the governor’s palace
After the

attacks, given the departure of white
shopkeepers from the muceques to
safer quarters, ‘‘people’s committees”
were organized by the MPLA both for
self-defense functions and to carry out
food distribution and other functions.
The MPLA has since called for a wider
role for these committees, while the
FNLA has called for them to be
disbanded.

Admirers of Zaire’s CIA-backed ruler
Mobutu Sese Soko listening to him spesk in
Kinshasa stadium last November: Holden

The 1974 events thus brought the
working class and urban masses onto
the scene.

MPLA STRIKEBREAKING

The MPLA remains the strongest
force among the Luanda masses,
including the organized proletariat.
For ermple as a W of strength
last > union
nion.of
to (‘zzll a

eration. 7
Angolan Waorks

generally successful general strike
concluding with a rally attended by ..
15,000 persons.

However, the MPLA is not inter-
ested in mobilizing the class st ”uggle
of these elements. :

The MPLA has taken an anti-strike
line, both in an effort to ease the way
to independence by keeping things
quiet and out of its own bourgeois
concern to keep the economy running
smoothly. In February, Agostinho

. Neto appealed for obedience to the

anti-strike policy of the Transitional
Government. In the same month,
MPLA troops occupied "the Lobito
harbor to end a dock strike and in May
the MPLA-affiliated dock wunion,
SINTAPA, condemned ‘the Luanda
port strike and called on the govern-
ment to ‘‘take adequate measures’’ to
suppress it. :

The MPLA is thus setting itself up
s . the future bourgeois ruler of
Angola, treading a narrow line be-
ween the necessary mobilization of
mass support to force the imperialists
to negotiate, and on the other hand,
the assurances of moderation required
Lo forestall an open imperialist inter-
vention. At the same time, however,
the awakening of the masses and their
illusions in the MPLA means that an
MPLA victory——unlike a victory of
the more overtly right-wing FNLA
and UNITA —may open up the class
struggle in Angola. It is thu§ critical
to support the MPLA’s victory while
exposing its anti-proletarian role.

MAOISTS, SWP “NEUTRALITY"”

This is a test which most of the
revolutionary groupings in the United
States and Europe have failed badly.
On the one hand, given Chinese
backing for FNLA, U.S. Maoist
organizations have tended. to steer
clear of the whole Angolan question;
one example is the ‘Guardian news-
paper, long an uncritical supporter of
the MPLA, which now lamely justifies
Mao’s line by pointing to China's
official recognition of all three An-
golan parties. A similarly evasive role
has been played by the Socialist

Roberto [FNLA], Jonas Savimbi [UNITA],
Mario Soares of the Portuguese Socialist
Party and Daneil Chipends, renegade from
Mpls now supporting FNLA. -

Workers Party which,*as part of its
general softness toward the Portu-
guese Social Democrats, has leaned
toward the FNLA, dismis
‘sianders” the reports of FNLA ties
with the CTA which were corroborated
by Washington a few weeks later
{Intercontinental Press, July 7). Such
neutrality between the liberation
forces and the CIA amcunts to a
proimperialist | .
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In response, the Azevedo govern-
ment set up a new security force, the
I\«LLtary Intervention Group (AMI) to
replace COPCON. Its first test came
on September 27, when & demon-
stration protesting Franco’s execution
of five revolutionaries sacked and

burned the Spanish embassy. The
AMTI soldiers made no move to stop

them,

O“ September 29, the government
tried another test of strength with the
militants on the left. It declared a de
facto state of emergency and sent
troops to occupy several radio and

television stations in Lisbon which are
influenced by the Communist Party
and the far left.- The troops again
fraternized with theyWworkers and in
sothe cases refiised £8 carry out'the
order to broadeast Premier:Azévedo’s
decree. The occupation of nearly all of
the stations was later called off, but at
one station the soldiers refused to
leave “until Carvalho assured’ them
that no other troops or police would be
sent in their place.

Carvalho, once the hero. of the
centrist groups that backed the “left
wing”’ of the MFA, was the officer in
charge of implementing Azevedo’s

Following a call by the Revolution-
ary Socialist League, Portugal Soli-
darity Committees have been formed
to mobilize against U.S. aid to the
Portuguese counter-revolution. So far
the Internationa! Workers Party, the
Trotskyist Organizing Committee and
thexPostel Action Committee have
b united-fromt: Committees,
whith ‘are bpen to all who agreeswith.
thei
other” differences. The first public
action by the Portugal Solidarity
Committees, a

for October 14. It will demand:

Smash the Counter-revolution!

4-NATO Out of Portugal and
Angola! ~

No U.S. or NATO Intervention! No
_Aid to the Counter-revolution!

Independence Angola! Portugal
Out!  With 11 Portuguese

troops
Vietory

In vi sent  Crisis
gituzation onstration

will alzo d
Free all Spani clitical prisoners!
Self-determination for the Basques!
Smash the U.S.-Spanish military pact!
Down with Franco!

e importante of this anti
campaign was unde‘rlh
ath v«i"er‘ the

‘persistent rumors

pecific_demands, regardless of Dep

demonstration in
Times Square, New York, is planned -

“official
confirmed
that the CIA
funnels millions of dollars a month to

leak from

The Times’
sources in Washington”

the Portuguese Socialist” Party -

through Western European Social
Democratic parties and trade unions.
denied by the
; B

have been sﬁ:ﬁmg on the't secret
since March.

Senator Frank Church, who heads
the committee investigating the CIA,
said on television October 5 that CIA
support to the Portuguese right is
justified by the need to defend
democracy. But an eyewitness article
in the October 2 Village Voice
confirms in detail what has been
obvious to all political observers: the
“democratic’”’ Portuguese = Socialist
Party is used by right-wing forces as
their legitimate front. These reaction-
ary forces n‘ciude the fascist “‘Portu-
guese Liber: y’' beadquart-
ered in Spain U.5. aid to Portugal
is imperialist intervention and must
be stopped!

NGOLAN CIA AGENTS

ame situation prevails in
Last month’s Torch described
-MPLA forces in Angola—-the
Front (FNLA] and UNI
ng “the interests of Western
1."" This description, based
groups’ political role, was

“déhctivated and put

‘with it against the MPLA. The FNLA

~millions are obviously a crucial factor

occupation of the radio stations. After
his responsibility became known, he
was beseiged at the. Ministry of
Information by a crowd of several -
thousand mobilized ‘by the Maoist
UDP (which had- hailed Carvalho
uncritically until a few weeks ago) and
the United Revolutionary Front of six
othér centrist groups. Workers de-
nounced hini #s ‘a traitor, and
contemptuously rejected his resigna-
tion when he offered it. The crowd
chanted, ‘“Choose your class! Down
with the government of the bourgeoi-
sie!”

Carvalho’s embarrassment did not

e

dramatically confirmed by the State
Department leak. The U.S. has
channeled millions into Angola to aid
these two groups.

According to the Times story,
FNLA head Holden Roberto ‘“was
selected as a future leader for Angola”
in 1962 by President Xennedy,
supplidd  with money' and ‘arms for
‘seven' “years by the CEA, and then
7 on retainer.”
‘Riberto was “reactw&tsd’ sometime
in the last two years. Aid to Roberto
was sent through Zaire, whose ruler,
Mobutu Sese Scko, was put in power
by the CIA and is Roberto’s brother-
in-law.

At the same time, the U.S. has
supplied arms and money to Jonas
Savimbi’'s UNITA, a split from the
FNLA which now tends to collaborate

also receives military supplies from
France and benefits from 200 Chinese
military ‘‘advisers.”

Colonial nationalists are entitled to
take aid wherever they can get it, but
U.S. backing for the FNLA and
UNITA represents the direct financ-
ing of imperialist stooges who have
been bought and paid for by the CIA
for years. In Portugal, the CIA's

in the mounting campaigns of the
immediate enemies of the Portuguese
proletariat, the SP and the fascist
forces hiding behind it. A mass

mobilizalion is needed to stop CIA aid
to counter-revolution and neo-colon-

: Suv as

prevent other defenders of the govern-
ment from acting. Leftist units in
- Oporto were disbanded, and Com-
munist Party units in the stronghold
of Beja were ordered to the Azores.-
The orders were enforced in Oporto by
commandos of the AMI, now referred
to as the “new PIDE.” (PIDE was the
secret police organization under the
Salazar-Caetano regime.)

RIGHT-WING REFUGEES

The Socialist Party was also mobil-
izing. On September 30, it rallied
25,000 people along with the bour-
geois Popular Democrats and organi-
zations of repatriated Angolan whites,
who represent the most fe‘actionary
force in Lisbon. They marched to the
national radio station where barri-
cades had been set up by hundreds of
wounded veterans demanding higher
pensions from the government. A
stonethrowing confrontation followed
between the SP-led mob and the
veterans and their supporters from the
left groups. Thus the SP continued its
role of stalking horse for the right,
| allowing the reactionaries to parade
under a ‘‘socialist” banner.

The Communist Party has attempt-
ed to keep one foot on each side of the

- fence. It has a member in the Azevedo

cabinet, but it objected to the seizure
§ of the radio stations on the grounds
that it hadn’t been consulted. Rank
and file CPers participated in the de-
fense of the stations. Nevertheless, the
CP denounced “‘the demagogy and ac-
tivities of irresponsible leftist ele-
| ments.” The CP's fundamental loyalty
= to the bourgeois MFA had ite mfecc on
the navy, which had once been rega

| ed as the left wing of Portugal’s mmed
|| forces. Under the influence of the CP,
| the sailors were noticeably absent
from the SUV demonstrations, and
their spokesmen also denounced the
“extremist” and ‘‘irrespon-

sible.”

Despite the pressure from the left
and its own members, the CP stays in
the government for two reasgns.
allies in Moscow prefer to see SPg(}!:ugal
tale a “moderate’’ course that will not

the interests of capitalist sta ility in
Portugal demand that working class
revolutionaries appear t¢ be repre-
sented in the gove _ﬂ The
job is to keep the wo class quzet
and to make it take the resronslbuty
for capitalism’s failures. In 2 New
York Times interview, Labor Minister
Tomas Rosa made the CP’s role clear.
He stated that a major problem facing
-Portugal’s economy was that many
workers believe that ‘‘the revoluti
means higher wages and
hours,” and added, “The government,
including the Communist Party which
has joined it, will have to accept the
need to be unpopular.”

.- ‘The economic crisis is the strongest
weapon that the right wing possesses.
Six provisional governments since the
overthrow of Caetano have been
unable to deal with mounting unem-
ployment, inflation and trade deficits.
Even the long-sought aid from the
Common Market, which is expected to
be announced shortly now that a
“moderate” government has been
installed, will not stabilize the econo-
my enough to insure the profitability
of capitalist investments. The Popular
Front government’'s weaknesses in-
crease the sentiment among the petty
bourgeoisie for strong action—and
only the fascists have offered a
decisive program.

@

CENTRISTS MANEUVER

The ‘““far left” (centrist) organi-
zations are scurrying around, hur-
riedly trying to make their past
support for the MFA mesh with the
present situation. One of the strongest
of these groups, the PRP, issued a r
communique that said: “In view of

SIM

this turn  te the right by the
political ary authorities, there is
Cont'd. p. 12
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outside buzzer, and blacks are nearly
always barred. Cops are regular
customers: one of Chinarian’s neigh-
bors estimated that half the cops in
know Chinarian personally.
hen Obie Wynn was shot, black
youths in the area knew that this was
no case of self-defense. News of the
killing spread like wildfire, and
hundreds of blacks gathered in front of
the bar. Their rage at the shooting was
multiplied by .accumulated anger at
t Chinarian and by the
ions of nearly universal unem-
ent of the area’s young men and
women.

“BUSINESSMAN AND CITIZEN"

The crowd demanded that Chinar-
ian and the bar be turned over to
them. Squads of police arrived quickly

re to “control’’ the crowd.
ey smuggled their friend Chinarian
through the crowd by disguising him
in a police shirt. Shortly thereafter,
Chinarian was released by Detroit
Police Lieutenant Ray Smith, who
later explained, ““I released the man
because he's a bar owner, a business-
man and a citizen of the area.” It-
ently didn't matter that Chinar-

the crowd - got

When
Chinarian’s release, their rage burned
white-hot. They reacted by stoning
and burning police cars and by taking
over the streets.

By now it was past 11 P.M., nearly
three hours since Wynn was shot. The
angry black youths grew mcre and
more livid over the ‘‘even-handed
justice” they had seen—the  white
racist Chinarian could appare tly go

Whlte man, Ma ian Pyszko ap% nt-
ly got out of his car at the'corner of
and Quiney (five blocks from
s o yell at the crowd in the
ceording to reports] Pyszko.
er the head with 2 ‘hrnck he
died {ﬁe next day.

The five men accused of °
were picked up for this
were artested as part

san Young had vowed to
: elements”” for
starting with
cops who eve
e racist bru-

word of!

Murder victim Obie Wynn, 18 years old,
whese death kindled mass rage on Detroit’s
black Northwest side.

bail was raised to $25,000. Chinarian
quickly met this and was again
released.

Contrast this with the treatment of
the five young blacks. Peoples,
Handerson and Jordan are being held
on $100,000 bond, a figure dozens of
times higher than they can possibly
afford. The police and courts are quite

eager to protect trigger-happy Chinar--

ian, but the victims of racists like him
they isolate from society. Young and
Lang are out on $1,000 bond only
because they are minors.

THE MISSING SCREW-DRIVER

The cops and courts are ready to
believe Chinarian’s alibi that he
caught Wynn trying to steal a car, and
that Wynn came at him with a
screw-driver. This mysterious screw-
driver has never been found. Two
teenagers who were with Wynn state
that they were just standing behind
the bar and that Chinarian came out
waving a gun and shot Wynn when he
ran. The parents of one of Wynn's
companions, Michael Brown, came
running when they heard two shots

#

requests

@

ease send fur
for further
information fo:

Livernois Five Defense
Committee

O. Box 503

it, Michigan 48221 |

the next day
We do n6t condone Pyszko’s death.

But the responsxblhty for it does not
rest ‘with the black youths. The
responsibility lies with the Detroit
Police and Lieutenant Smith for
releasing Chinarian immediately and
for their typical ‘‘law enforcement”
{brutality towards blacks) It s
Coleman Young's; for going after the
black youths instead ofChmarxan, and

for not. having ‘maved: én Chiné¥ian’

years before (Young’s family owns the
restaurant just next door to Chinar-
ian’s bar, and he was well acquainted
with the racist’s practices). It is the
responsibility of the capitalist system
for forcing the working class, and
especially blacks, to endure the misery
of permanent unemployment, poverty
and ghetto life. These conditions breed
the kind of anger that was set loose by
Wynn's murder. The capitalist social
system and the enforcers of its racist
law and order are the ones that should
be convicted and condemned.

If the events of July 28 didn’t
already make this clear, it was spelled
out just as sharply in the days that
followed. The next day, Tuesday,
was arrested and set loose
on %500 bond. Judge Donald S.
ard, who set the bail, defended
sgustingly low figure by sa¥ing
didn't want to send to Chinarian to
“that could
in personal

and saw Chinarian pistol-whipping
their son. But Chinarian must be
“protected” from jail by his cop
friends.

In contrast, every trick in the book

against the five black men. One
witnéss was threatened with ten years
in jail if he didn't testify for the state.
Another, Jinmy Bates, was arrested
without a warrant and held in a motel
for two days. He testified at Jordan’s
bond hearings with a string of pat
answers. Bates is being held 150 miles
away in Lansing so that this star
witness’s rehearsed story can't be
confronted. He's scheduled to go intc
the army and get as far from Detroit
as possible when the trial ends.

Henderson, Jordan, Peoples, Young
and Lang need support badly. They
need money for legal defense— their
lawyer, Charles Campbell, has been
jailed for contempt of court and won't
be released until after jury selection.
Virtually no legal defense work has yet
been done on the case.

They need publicity for their case.
These victims sof capitalist racism
must not be abandoned by left
organizations and the working class.
Yet apart from the RSL left groups
have been conspicuous by their
absence from this case.

BUILD DEFENSE COMMITTEE

The Livernois Five Defense Com-
mittee formed to take up their cause.
Ronald Jordan's parents, James Hen-
derson’s wife Vicki and eleven black
youths from the area participated with
RSL supporters in a meeting that
planned for a mass meeting .in the
community on Saturday, October 25
to be followed by a demonstration on
Saturday, November 1. Future plans
include informational pickets
throughout the trial, which begins on

November 3, and a demonstration in

downtown Detroit on November 8.
‘High schools will be leafletted. The
Revolutionary Autoworkers. Commit-
tee in the UAW and the Postal Action
Committee in the National Assccia-
tion of Letter Carriers will be
publicizing the case and raising
motions for support in their unions, as
will many community ~zesidents in
their unions.

The Livernois Five Defense Com-
mittee needs your support. [t needs
people to help build the Defense
Committee; it needs publicity; it
needs funds for legal aid and to spread
the word. Joan Little’'s acquittal
shows that mass support can have a
decisive impact.

Please send funds and requests for
further information to: Livernois Five
Defense Committee, P.0. Box 503,
Detroit, Michigan 48221
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Maoism -
and the

oviet Union

How the R.U. Supports State Capitalism

Has capitalism been restored in Russia? When and how was this
accomplished? Is Maoism truly an alternative to HKhrushchev-
Brezhnev revisionism, or its left face? These are questions every
advanced worker must answer. The Revolutionary Union, one of the
more left-sounding Maoist groups, pretends to expose the process by
which capitalism was restored in Russia, but actually covers it
up—in order to cover for Chinese state capitalism. The RU's

distortions of Leninism are exposed in this pamphlet, which
originally appeared as a series of articles in The Torch.
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The new governmentgsworn in by the ruling
Armed Forces Movement (MFA) this September
srmbolizes the firgt major shift to the right in
Portuguese pohtlcs smce the overth.row of the
foz fasci i

ened bourge:)zsne,
ers smashed the

[ight-wing genarals on March 11.

Responsibility for tth setback to the proletariat
Jes with the cpportunist parties that led it. The
wrzachercus roles played by the imperialist- B‘\acked
Socialist Party and the bureaucratic Moscow-
oriented Communist Party are already well known
aders of The Torch. This report will take up as
w7 the acts of the self-styled revolutionary
::ganizatizom to the left of the CP who played a
central role for the first time in the crisis that
developed over the summer months, These groups’

ions, their capitulations to one wmg of the

to re;

from joint ac
08sest adaptatwn to :‘Ae pohues of the CP

sns of this cmu&u permd will ¢
defeat on: the scale of Chile.
rh 11 pu w:h therv

so that today about 6u percent of the country’s
industries are nationalized. Over 100 factories (no
precise figures are available) are under some form of
workers’ control by workers’ committees; neigh-
borhood and tenants’ commissions have taken over
buildings and institutions; . in the southern part of

.the country, "where large. agricultural estates

have. been seized by. the

#

ECONOMIC CRISIS

All of these conquests by the workers took place
under a cloud of crisis, the world economic crisis
that hits the backward economy of Portugal with
special severity. Unemployment is at a level of 10
percent or higher, and it is rising rapidly as tens of
thousands of refugees enter the country from
Angola. The $2 billion trade deficit is growing as the
multinational corporations withdraw their capital
and halt further investment. The balance of
payments deficit is widening, and the country will
be bankrupt within a year or two if the pace keeps
up. Industrial production is declining at the rate of
6 percent annually. Inflation rates are at 35 percent
or higher per year. Under these circumstances, clear
and decisive political programs are a necessity. The
workers’ takeovers of bourgeois property raised the
question of socialism directly, and every faction in
Portuguese politics must give its answer.

The reactionary bourgeoisie gave the loudest and

t response. Supported by its imperialist allies

in the United States and the countries of the
Common Market, the right wing demanded that
sc&bxh*y be restored as the price for mt,emat!onal
the workers’ 1

roperty be

the aid of the Church and the acquiescence of many
military officers, violent attacks against the
working class wefe begun. Headquarters of the
Intersindical {the CP-led trade union federation), -
the CP and other parties were assaulted; from
mid-July through August over 50 party offices were
destroyed in the North under the cry of “Death to
the Communists!”’ (meaning both CP members and
revolutionaries and other militants - as well).
Several deaths resulted from the attacks. The CIA
was active in support of the “‘Liberation Army”
made up of former fascists in exile in Spain, who

_ reportedly made several raids across the border.

SP: STALKING HORSE FOR THE REACTION

»“The program of the reaction was plain: restore
the bourgeois order. The danger of civil war loomed
throughout- July and August. The reactionary
threat was provided with a left cover by the position
of the Socialist Party, whose leader Mario Soares
defended the attacks on the left by claiming that the
rightist violence was really a legitimate reaction
against bureaucratic maneuvers by the CP. Thus
the SP set itself up as a stalking horse for all the
reactionaries, including those who would restore
fascism. There was indeed logic to the SP’s
position: in talking about defending ‘‘democracy”
Soares really meant defending capitalism, and
restoration of capitalist order required the
suppression of working class militancy. In taking
the logic of its bourgeois politics to the end, the SP
played a criminal role.

Another wing of the bourgeoisie was not prepared
to confront the working class at the moment, and
indeed tried to use the working class upsurge to
transform Portuguese capitalism in the direction of
a centralized, state-run economy (and for some, into
a state capitalism of the Eastern Eurbpean kind).
This Wing expressed its solution to the crisis in
‘‘socialist” terms. It did this through the medium of
the Armed Forces Movement (MFA), the officers’
movement whese power and prestige stem from its
overthrow of the hated colonialist Caetano regime in
April, 1974,

In response to the mass upsurge, the MFA on
June 21 issued its “Political Action Plan’’ calling
for the construction of a ‘socialist society, “a
classless society, obtained through the collectiviza-
tion of the means of production, eliminating all
forms of exploitation of man by man....” The
MFA promised to allow “‘popular participation” in
decision-making, a concession %to the workers’
actions that were already taking place. But these
fine words were belied by the document’s insistence
that socialism was only “the final and faraway
stage,” and that capitalism would have to do for the
present ‘‘period of transition.”” Portugal would stay '
in NATO, the imperialist military alliance; the
working class would have to accept a “policy of
austerity in consumption,” including the “restric-
tion of unrealistic wages rises’’; and & ‘‘firm, though
not necessarily repressive authormy would be
maintained by the military to ward off not only the
counter-revolution, but also what the document
called “certain ma*ufestatwns of pseuao—revolu
tionary leftism.”

SOCIALIST REVOLUTION REPUDIATED

he document made clear that even the ‘‘final

" of socialism was a fiction, by denymg the need

for socialist revolution? !‘The MFM&&X&%S the
impl antatlon of socialism by violent or dictatorial
means.”” When leftiéts who swallowed mosh of the

' MFA’s--promises -objected to— this—“error” —im—

overlooking the question of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, the MFA issued a revised implementa-
tion on July 8. This called for People’s Assemblies,
which “will be supported by the MFA and organs of
the state apparatus which will exercise control over
them . . ."" and naturally maintain the status quo
whereby ‘‘the Revolutionary Council (of the MFA)
is the supreme organ of national sovereignty.”
Thus the reality of the MFA’s program was that
it called for state-run capitalism thinly disguised as
‘‘socialism'’ or the transition to socialism. It is no
surprise that the Communist Party supported the
documents, since the “socialism’ they support in
Russia and elsewhere is in fact state capitalism.
And the MFA’s program should have been no
surprise to the Portuguese workers, since it just
codified the policies of the MFA governments,
backed by the CP (and until Kme, the SP), had been
following all aiorg suppression of strikes, holding
back wage gains, permitting NATO maneuvers,
stalﬁng on independence for the colonies, etc. The
‘repressive authority’ has been used in May
against Maoist militants who had tri g
a demonstration against NATO in Lisl
arrested by the MFA's security force, COPCON (led
by General Otele Saraiva de Carvalho, who later
became the hero of the left); earlier, Maoists had
Cont’d. next page
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The fundamental difference between the pro-
grams of the reactionaries and of the MFA was not
that one was socialist and one capitalist, but that
the MFA tried to use the promise of progress
towards socialism a with ‘“‘revolutionary”
military force to control the workers, rather than

mob action. Both aimed t,o strengthen capitalist

order.

- THROTTLED PRODUCTION

The CP not only endorsed the MFA line and
helped spread the slogan of the '"MFA-People
Alliance” {meaning the MFA in power), but
extended it to the “battle of production.” Workers
were urged to demand less and produce more, and

the MF A’s suppression of militant workers was
applauded. The CP aided in breaking strikes and
cheered the arrests of militant leftists. Because of

ch activities, as well as its eagerness to advance
own bureaucratic interests in the unions, the
press and local government bodies— with the armed
2s8 1s£am:e of the MFA—the CP lost much of the
it had won in the years of underground
gainst dictatorship.

th —Xssemblv would support MFA rule for several
more years. The CP also accepted the MFA’s ban on
the left parties who would not accept this deal. In
the elections the CP ran a poor third (with 12.5
percent of the votes), losing much working class
support to the SP and to the extreme left. After its
electoral defeat, . the CP. continued:~using..its,
intimacy with the Goncalves government to
maintain its bureaucratic posts, and found itself
increasingly isolated in the working class.

- Throughout the summer there were ¢lear signs™ -

that advanced workers were looking beyond the CP
for revolutionary leadership. Demonstrations or-
ganized by the extreme left, chantmg slogans that
even include ship of the proletariat,”

drew a few thousand w in June, about 10,000
in mid-July and over 50,000 in late August.
forkers’ councils set up by the left groups, around

that included revolutionary demands,

to chsplace in some reglons, the Committees

for the Defense of the Rev oiumon th' t the CP used
to back When the”

arted, the

1gﬂns€ attacks on the CPAI“eadq?uarters
CP itself turned to the partles o

tosethelj
i than a

wo’rkers, and at t,he same tune an
show the way out of the crisis by
revolutionery solution.

)

A *evolufumegv ,eadgrslup would have met the
the &ﬂlorwmg ways:

tthe M

ea:ly tha FA and

riat. Only the Vvorkmg class in
can solve the economic crisis of capitalism
and guarantee the democratic rights that the

; peasants seek. The Worke*

t revolution.
u11if,y to the
a policy of no

promising
Jﬂaborat ors

ts support for ¢ontinued military rule.

§| Marchers with PRP banner. The PRP originated as
|| guerrilla group under the Salazar-Cnetano regime.

eftist organizations that used revolutionary phrases to mask

United Revolutmsnary me meeting in Lisben on
wSeptember 12. The main banner reads “People’s Power,”

a slogan that blunts the class distinction between the
dictatorship of the proletariat and bourgeecis rule.

defense against the reaction, by all who were willing
to fight, was called for. Military defense of the
government against the right implies no pelitical
support. In Russia in 1917, when Czarist General
Kornilov turned his troops against the Petrograd
proletariat, the Bolsheviks fought along with the
Kerensky-Menshev].k governmént ggainst the reac-
tlonarxes, at the same time combatting all illusions
by warning the workers that the everthrow of

Kerenskywould be nexton- the agenda. The parallel -

to the Portuguese situation today is exact.

Defense against the fascist threat would also
have included .stopping the immigration from
Angola. The displaced Angolan whites are a strong
and growing base of vicious anti-proletarian
sentiment, blaming the loss of their celonijal
position on the “Communists.” Many arrive in
Portugal armed and swearing to kill every
revolutionary. No democratic right requires the
proletariat to open the door to those who have
sworn to destroy it.

3) To prove to the workers and the petty
rgeoisie that the workers' state is a vital

necessity, revolutionaries would have fought for the
measures that the working class in power would
take: nationalization under workers' control of all
industry, including the foreign imperialists’;
K to suppcrt

public
the unemn’ow ed;

ks programs
of
ch it; confiscation of Chu
s and their distribution by the peasants, etc.
me of the needed economic steps which
raised not only for the future, but
of the existing rulers to prove to the
that thel
in the on

ions of democratic rights, in order to show that the
aspirations and hopes raised by the “Revolution of
the Red Carnations’” could be fulfilled only through
socialism. Freedom of the press and of speech
(except for those actively engaged in counter-revo-
lution), freedom of assembly, immediate withdrawal

~of troops from Angola and remaining colonial
' outposts without conditions, freely elected workers’
.councils, trade union officials, etc. The completion

of the democratic revolution through the sociglist
revolution i§ the method of Permanent Revolution,
the program of the revolutionary party. Al
democratic rights had to be fought for by the
revolutionaries and demanded of the bourgeois
government, in order to expose the bourgeoisie’s
hesitations before the masses and counteract the
influence that the right wing was gaining around its
slogans of ‘““democracy.”

5) A revolutionary leadership would have sought
to break the revolutionary soldiers from their]
officers and the MFA. The MFA’s revolutionary
pretensions could have been expcqed by campaigns
for the election of officers by the ranks, the
elimination of officers’ privileges, freedom of
organization and agitation in the-barracks (not
permitted by MFA rules for anyone but itself), efc.
Only by splitting the armed forces, testing the
soldiers and especially the officers to see who’atarut
with e working class could the proletariat be
confident of support from the soldiers when the
armed conflict came.

6) Revolutionaries would have stressed the
importance of internations! solidarity. Breaking all
ties wzth imperialism (NATO first of all) and
ression pact with Spain that
fascists
border but
rev o[umona‘-w& in Portugal were primary tasks. The
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¢ lessons learned by Portug

survival of the Portuguese workers’ revolution
depends on the conv and active support of
the proletariat throu the world, and the
ese revolutionaries (as
h the Bolsheviks after 1817} could be a spur to

Wit
the formation of the world revolutionary party—
today, the reconstructed Fourth International
1“Qt‘e&\.‘ the Portuguese leftist groups relied on
“heroic” state capitalist models like Cuba, China
and North Km'ea, zmd on-an un erenmated ““Third

13 o

World. . .

VA revolutnonary le&dersh]p wou}u have used Its <

program to win the workers of the SP and CP away
from their misleaders. For example, revolutionaries
could have demanded that the CP join in a united,
coordinated defense against the right-wing violence,
a defense of all working class institutions including
party offices, strikes and workers’ councils.. The CP
leaders could have been forced to abdndon their
“battle of production’ line, a clear victory for all the
workers, or else discredited as collaborators and
compromisers and driven from their positions of
power. Such united front campaigns, raising clear
and precise slogans, acting on and foreseeing politi-
cal developments, could have mobilized the advanc-
ed workers against the bourgeoisie and its reformist
servants. With such a policy, thousands of workers
could have been won to-the revolutionary banner
angd trained for the life and death battles to come.
None of the left parties in Portugal withstood the
test of the summer events. Revolutionary words
filled the air, programs for proletarian unity and
proletarian power could be picked up by the dozens,
ut none of them came close to what was needed.
All the left, despite theif great variety, supported
the bourgeoisie in one form or another. And with
this, any possibility of clearsighted leadership and
unambiguous slogans was lost.

REPUBLICA

The first major thailenge for the left was the
“Repuablica incident.” The newspaper Repftblica
politically affiliated to the SP, was occupied in May
by its printers. The Maoist UDP (Popular
Democratic Union) had the most support from the
printers. The guerillaist LUAR (League for
Revolutionary Action and Unity) and the CP were
aiso represented_ T work:

hostile to the SP’s pro-bourgeoxs policies. T hey
_eh.auded the right to conitrol Reptiblica; The CP,
which had almost uniformly opposed oc
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and the general inability to find solutions to the
crisis except at the workers’ expense were
exhausting the MFA’s revolutionary credit. The
time was overripe for clear challenges to MFA nile
and firm exposure of the government’s ability to
act. The left groups did come to the military defense
of the CP in the North, but they did not use the
-opportunity to challenge the CP to stop its attacks
on- the workers’ militancy..

 THE MELO ANTUNES DOCUMENT

By early August the right wing was ready to-

move politically to cash in on the chips that its Show
of strength in the North and-the divisions in the
working class had won for it. A group of nine MFA
officers led by former foreign minister Ernesto Melo
Antunes issued a program opposing the takeovers
of the banks and monopolies, supporting extended
ties to Western imperialism, and calling for an end
to anarchy and the restoration of order—all in the
name, naturally, of “‘a left political objective that
includes building a socialist society.” The Melo
Antunes document gained support in the MFA (and
in the bourgeoisie throughout the ‘world), and
looked like the-solution that the ruling class needed:
a combination of the right wing’s restoration of

order (with military force strongly implied) and the .

liberal bourgeoisie’s false socialist rhetoric.

The left responded in kind. Led by the PRP, a
group of junior officers published what became
known as the ““COPCON document,” a program
that all the far leftist parties (except the Maoists)
hailed as revolutionary. Again, even though this
document was filled with ‘more revolutionary
slogans than any previous MFA program, the
COPCON document stood at bottom for bourgeois
rule: “A revolutionary program for solving the
situation has to involve first of all achieving the
plan for an alliance between the Armed Forces
Movement and the people....” For a while,
General Carvalho (known afféctionatély as “Otelc”
by his PRP and UDP adrirers)worked on merging
the COPCCN and Melo Antunes documents. Many
on the left were outraged by this “betrayal,” under
the misimpression that the COPCON document was
socialist—but the PRP, Carvalho’s closest allies,
announced at a press conference that “Otelo’s stand
is wise.””” The merger fell through because of the
ight’ ransigence, not the left’s.

Zalrance; led by the PRP, the UDP and

Portuguese Socialist Party d tration in June
demanding the return of the newspaper Republica to SP
owners. The Socialists used the Republica affair as a fromt

including the MES {Movement of the Socialist Left,
a ce: group rot far from the CP) and the LCI
(Internationalist Communist League, affiliated to
the deO”t} wing of the ‘“‘Trotskyist” United
Secretariat}, built a mass demonstration on August
20th of between 50,000 and 100,000 people in
support of the COPCON document. The march was
overwhelming: militant, organized contingents of
soldiers, agricultural workers, delegates from the
Lisnave and Setenave shipyards and other
industries were in the lead. The size and spirit of the
moblilization reflected the desire for revoluton
among the proletariat, but the political content of
the slogans that the leadership raised was a
betrayval of these aspirations.

The major slogan; although it was hidden well
down the official list of demands, stood out as the
one slogan that addressed the question of state
power: ‘‘Immediate Application of the COPCON
Document.” But other slogans and maneuvers
showed the leftists’ misleadership as well. The
slogan ‘‘Against both Superpowers” was a
diversion. U.S. imperialism stands as an immediate
threat to Portugal; the CIA and NATO have been
ready for action. Russian imperialism, however, was
not threatening to intervene in Portugal militarily;
on the contrary, its policy was to hold Portugal
aligned with the West in order to .maintain-
international detente. The slogan was in fact a.
device for keeping the Communist party out of the
demonstration, and the demonstration leaders
urged’ publicly that the CP not attend. Instead,
every effort should have been made to win the
support of the CP ranks. The CP allowed its ranks
to participate in any case; and at the price of a
slight embarrassment at some of the slogans, the
CP challenged the left’s sectarianism and expressed
its desire for unity. Certainly this was the desire of
thousands of rank and file CP members.

Meanwhile the CP-led Intersindical had called a
half-hour “paralysis,” or general strike, “‘against
the reactior” for August 19th. Mosc¢ of the left
the reaction” for August 19th. Most of the left
‘opposed this strike on sectarian grounds. The
‘therefore the strike needn’t be supported. Some
unions argued that since the CP had opposed their
gtrikes in the past there was no need to back the CP.
The Lisbon subway workers’ union opposed the
strike on the grounds that the “battle of
production” had to continue. Tragically, the CP’s
sellout line had sunk roots.

¥  CENTRISTS’ABANDON LEADERSHIP

" The left should have.supported the strike call,
and gone further. Again, the CP should have b
asked to support all workers’ strikes. Serict
preparations for a general strike against the fascist

threat should have been demanded: demonstrations

to mobilize support, the organization of armed
defense guards for factories and neighborhoods, the
formation of strike committees, etc. The left could
have taken the initiative from the CP with such a
strategy. At a MES news conference, its spokesman
was asked by a Torch reporter about the possibility
of any left group calling for a general strike should

for right-wing attacks on the working class. In Septemb
the Socialist Party approved the military seizure
Lishen's radie and TV stations.

i

the fascists attack. He replied that MES had
pcs tion, and he didn’t think the other groups
either. They all thought it best to “leave strikes
the workers and the unions.” The abandonmen:
leadership by the centrists had reached epide.

~proportions.

The next week the left made an about-f:
Instead of challenging the: CP to a united fromt
revolutionary terms, on August 25th six left gro
signed an agreement with the CP (the Un: .,
Popular Front or the United Revolutionary Fr:
depending on whether one talked to the CP or
leftists) on the CP's pr am. The groups were
PRP, the LCI, the LUAR, the MES, the F °*
{Popular Socialist Front, which bad been an e

i
¢
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split to the left out of the SP) and the May 1st
 Movement ({a lttleknown group). The new
agreement called for mobilizations in support of not
only the COPCON document, but also the
uowa%vs& government and its recently-issued
n Plan. The Action Plan had not been
published in full, but press reports indicated that it

included an austerity program to hold back
workers' struggles and an end to nationalizations of

bourgeois property.

Eve; on this thoroughly capitulationist basis, the

ity was spurious. That night two demonstrations
re held in Oporto, Portugal’s second largest city,
against the reaction: one by the CP, one by the
other left groups. They marched 200 yards apart,
each bitterly accusing the other, and quite correctly
too, of dividing the w ’\rk.mg class.

The Front dxd organize a mass march to the

Presidential Palace on August 27th. In order to
agree on the slogans, the CP and its “allies”
xchanged concessions. The left had to- accept
ogans in support of Prime Minister Goncalves,
and the CP in turn agreed to the slogan “Down with
the Constituent Assembly.” {This means that the
left called for overt n\ﬂjt&ry dictatorship by
Goncalves alone, instead of calling for all power to
workers' councils.) At the demonstration, “Down
with the Constituent Assembly” was mysteriously
missing from the the official list. The PRP led its
contingent off the line of march. The marchers went
on to the Palace where Vasco Gonealves graéiously
appeared, to the cheers of the crowd. The left had
been outmaneuvered again, because of its inability
to steer a course clear of the bourgeoisie. The CP, by
the way, dropped Goncalves shortly thereafter and
agreed to participate in the new right-wing cabinet
under Admiral Pinheirc de Azevedo-

The left groups expelled the CP from their Front,
and issued & new manifesto on September 10. This
document showed that the left had learned nothing..
Again, it supported ‘the COPCON?dogument with-
ifs insisténcs on military rulefor the' present. In
addition, it denounced elections as bourgeois, and
suggested that social democracy is inevitably
eguivalent to fascism. This approach has the effect
of cementing the MFA’s military rule, and it also =
rules out any attempt to appeal to the workers
attracted to the SP because of their illusions in
bourgeois democracy. The Front’s sectarian policy
will tend to isolate it just as the CP w
before.

The emtire history of the lef
maneuvers throughout the summe;

(R

most well known of
Portu al be:ause G‘F

pubhshas a da.tly newspap
amng even when week]y* cealt wit.

other centnsa, groups went for weeks dunng the
crucial summer months without publishing a new
izssue’. The MRPP stands in opposition to the MFA,
bﬁt for -the wrong reasons. i A
“fascist” because of its tie to the ‘“‘social-fascist”
Communist Party. Since the MRPP believes that
the tzsk of the present stale of the Portuguese
revolution is to fulfill the bourgeois democratic
program, it would not object to the regime if it were
mersly bourgeois.
As a result of this notion, the MRPP took a
criminal positior: on the right-wing attacks against
I f,z,norbef2 the SP against the CP
the union elections. But worst of
, it mobilized a march of the unions it influences
b collar) to Inw*sindicaf head-
s m Lisbon, on the night of August 19th.
rs gtoned the building and broke
was reported mtematzonauy as
the /xmaf city—but

the

U.S. Internationa
PP is CIA ﬁmaeq

calling the CP the main enemy (‘‘social fascists”),
and thus siding with the SP and the right against it.

The MRPP has played a leading role in the

movement of soldiers refusing to be sent f{) Angola.
In part this is out of internationalist imtentions:
Portugal has no right to rule Angola or even keep
troops there. But the MRPP also raises the slogan,
“No troops to Angola to aid U.S. and Russian
imperialism.” As The Torch has shown, the MPLA
of Angola, although supplied with Russian arms, is
the only legitimate national liberation force in the
country. The others are imperialist, puppets
financed and tied directly to the CIA in order to
save Angola’s labor and natural resources for'the
West. The MRPP’s slogan implies neutrality
between the MRPP and its rivals; that is, neutrality
between a national liberation movement and the
CIA. R

Why does such a large current on the left attach
its hopes to the MFA? One reason is revolutionary.
romanticism: the workers are in motion, so
revolutionaries must not be critical, and are
therefore reduced to the role of cheerleaders. This
failure to challenge the workers’ present leaderships
(the CP, SP and MFA) with revolutionary ideas is
no concession to the woerkers, but rather to the
bourgeoisie.

Some leftists (notably the PRP) argue that the
MFA is the only force that can stave off fascism.
They point to the revolutionary soldiers and officers
in the army, and claim that to oppose the MFA
means to oppose them. This is the most dangerous
reasoning of all. The MFA must be split so that the
allegiance of the revolutionary soldiers to the
“moderate’’ officers can be severed. The left’s

absence of revolutionaty advances, there was a-
considerable measure of demoralization among the
proletariat.

But in the ebb and flow of the intense Portuguese
situation, this demoralization can be rapidly trans-’
formed and the right-wing tide can be reversed.
Tens of thousands of class-conscious Portuguese
workers and soldiers will not stand by idly and
allow their gains to be taken away without a fight.
The workers at the Lisnave and Setenave s}up-
yards, together with class-conscious- workers in :
many other factories in Lisbon, can be mobilized to

"fxght under the revolutionary banner. Rank and file

soldiers can be broken from their illusions in-the
MFA, especially as the MFA moves into direct
opposition to the interests of the Portuguese
working class. The final words have not yet been
spoken. Already the government’s right-wing
provocations have broaght on a shift to the left
among the masses.

THE SUV
Despite the failure of the centrist groups to take

the lead, there are signs of revolutionary activity. A . .

new soldiers’ movement called SUV (Soldiers
United Will Win} was formed in September and led
a demonstration of over 10,000—including 1,500
soldiers in uniform—in Oporto on September 10,
demanding democracy in the barracks and link-ups
with workers’ and village committees. The SUV
calls for “organs *of power of workers in uniform,
elected and recallable at any moment by the general
assembly in the barracks.” At a September 21 press
conference the SUV issued a manifesto which said

in part:

‘bourgeois:

spolesmen for the semi-clandstine “Seldiers
Umted ill Win” movement presenting their manifesto at
ember 21 press conferemce im Lisbon. The

slogan of the “MFA-People Alliance,” on the

_contrary, tells the soldiers to rely on their officers.

Some argue that-the MFA is not in fact
fundamentally petty bourgedis. This line of
argument has been carried further by some Pabloist
tendencies. Since the petty-bourgeois guerilla
leaders Fidel Castro was able to achieve what they
consider the proletarian revolution, why shouldn’t
the MFA do the same thing, especially since the
radical wing of the MFA is. led by such a
charismatic figure as Fidel’s friend Otelo? But for
Marxists there can be no doubt that the MFA is.
bourgeois. Those radical officers who have
renounced their allegiari€e to capitalism as they see
it have nevertheless identified themselves with the
state apparatus of MFA rule. The MFA regime has
proved by its programs and actions that it defends
Portuguese capitalism evsn when it expropriates
individual capitalists. This is true of every wing:
Carvalho and Goncalves as well as Melo Antunes.
Carvalho’s attempt to reconcile the COPCON and
Melo Antunes documents in August was based on
the correct perceptmn that they represented the
same class point of view. .

The new right-wing cabinet in Lisbon is the result
f the “‘iFA ?eople Alliance.”” By its vacillating
d compromising throughout the crisis, the left
»ved that it could not unite the working class nor
n the petty bourgeolsie to the workers’ side. The
tiative passed over to the right wing. In the

it is divided intp several camps and is~

manifesto’s opposition to bourgeeis governments and the
MFA is a sign of revolutionary seldiers’ and workers’
awakening censciousness that the centrist_parties have
-failed to offer revuiantionary leadership.

“$UV opposes ﬁhe sug:gﬁessnve govexnments which
neither can, nor wish to, defend the just demands of
the workers and peasants. The soldiers have alre ady
made concessions to the bourgeoisie, notably in
deferring their struggle to the alliance with the
MFA, an officers’ movement which because of its
contradictions and hesitations in the past, now
finds itself in the hands of counter-revolutionaries.
This has cost us the desertion and hostility of

important layers of the population, the demoraliza- _

tion of many fighters and the absence of a response
to the reactionary offensive.”

This statement was the first sign that Portuguese
revolutionaries recognize the error of the “MFA-
People Alliance.” It is not yet clear who the
leadership of the SUV is {Le Monde reports that the
LCI and MES are involved), but its statements
reflect an awakening consciousness that the leftist
groups have not done their job. The manifesto’s
assessment of the workers’ situation is a sharp
change from the cheerleading that the left offered
during the summer. Revolutionary workers and
soldiers are behind such statements, whether or not
they are the leaders of the SUV. They are the key to
the Portuguese revolution. They will have to
struggle not only against the class enemy, but also
against the betrayeh within their own class—the
leaderships of the SP and CP and the centrist
leaders as well. Through such a struggle the
revolutionary party, the Fourth International in
Portugal, will be built.
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This fall the Chicago Teachers
Union (CTU) and the Cook County
College Teachers Union ({CCCTU)
came under assault by the ruling class.
Both unions struck. The strike of the
CTU ended in stalemate. The strike of
the CCCTU resulted in a minor defeat.

The strikes of the CTU and the
CCCTU were provoked by the ruling
class. Upon entering negotiations, the
Chicago Board of Education was
demanding the following: an increase
of class size by three, the elimination
of 1.525 teaching positions and
approximately 1,000 -other positions
{custodians, teachers aides, etc.) and
large cutbacks in the textbook and
playground funds. The City College
Board wanted to raise class size, to
freeze wages, eliminating even the
annus! longevity increments, to re-
duce rates for substituting and
summer school and to reduce the
released time of the elected depart-
ment chairpeople (which would lessen
the faculty’s control over the function-
ing of their departments).

The Board of Education and its
superintendent Joseph Hannon were
out to weaken the union.. CTU
President Robert Healey offered to
extend the old 1974-75 comtract into
September while negotiations pro-
ceeded. Hannon and the Board
fused, claiming that the cuts were
nade necessary by Illinois Governor
Walker’s veto of $47.2 million in funds
for the Chicago schools. Hannon ran a
slanderous campaign against the
union designed to weaken and isolate

The CTU voted to strike by-a 10-1
margin, the largest in its history. The
strike was militant and 97 percent
effective during its 11-day duration.
Moreover, the strike received com-
munity support—such as
former “$cab-advocate Jesse Jacks

Despite the teachers’ mmt&ney,
CTU bu}eaucracy worked-to
the strike. In response ‘to H
plez of bankruptcy, Healey
that the Board had padded its
ut if theBoam Was‘m‘fac'l; faced wi
the crisis
would have accepted i

Around the beginning o
Governor Walket, an anti

mdeef‘ been padded E
Hannon to back down from his

SL smsiiﬁpéi

“A revolutionary perspective for
black liberation is the cornerstone for
¥ program for proletarian revolution
fl:»e U.S.” In these words, the
i Socialist League on
'W,ged the Spertagist
League to a debate on Black Libera-
tion and the Proletarian Revolution.

The SL neither accepted nor de-
Qmed the challenge. They failed to

, & "%ond

ver had been answered weeks
the JI; themselves

,,,pf of

demand to raise class size and reduce
staff. He was now willing to extend

Mass teachers’ picket line at Chicago Beard
of Education on September 11.

tac

The International Socialists (IS)
last month sponsored a series of
meetings in several North American
cities designed to pass off its centrist
line on Portugal and that of its
‘fraternal” group, the Portuguese
%?g&glu,tlonary Party
uti naxy Hundreds of

he P :
who actually hold state power and are
mar}euvenng to isolate and defeat the

al priorities” make it impossible to
write a two-sentence note in less than
11 weeks.

Actually, the SL leadership wants
tc avoid the debate because trley re
afraid that they’ll fare no better than

they have in debates with the RSL on-.

other questions. They want to con-
vince the SL membership and sup-
porters that the SL has ‘‘better things
to do’’ than to put their analysis of
black liberation to a public test.

The SL leadership prefers to make
announcements to their membership
that the RSL is about to ‘“‘wither
rather thar engage in combat
ectives. We doubt
)ms}up will iong

“deferred any action
Comrades, the leaves
ing. We repeat our

We demand political
© eXCcuses.

(S Rev

" Portuguese worxers. in the New York

the old contract.
On September 18, the day the strike

ended, the Chicago Tribune reported:

“The sources revealed that Healey
was ‘forced by circumstances’ to tell
the mayor last week that he had been
convineced that the board did not have
the money to meet his terms, as he had’
been insisting for weeks.

“Daley was reported livid with
anger at Healey. When the union
leader . said he could not get his
teachers back to work for less than $55
million moré€ than the $424 million the
Board had offered, the mayor report-

-edly replied: ‘You ———! You got

them out, and it’s up to you to get
them back in. And you do it for half
that amount.” ”’

Healey would have liked to comply,
but the teachers would not have
listened. Daley finally realized this. He
intervened directly on September 16.
Within a day, the union bureaucracy
accepted an agreement which called
for a 7 percent pay increase, a
reduction of one in class size and an
extension of health benefits to include
dental care. High scheol substitutes
will receive nothing.

Given the deterioration of the
Chicago public schools and the high

- [NV TN
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meeting that opened the tour, the hall
was festooned with posters pro-
claiming: “MFA-—Sentinel of the
People,” “People-MFA: The Revolu-
tion on the March,” and “The People
are with the MFA."”

Both the PRP and IS promulgate
the fraud that the MFA’s “workers’
councils” under military control
“leave the ground of parliamentary
democracy for the ground of workers’
democracy,” as Geier claimed. His
devotion to fake workers’ democracy
in Portugal was ‘irrored by his
handling of the meetings in the U.S.
and Canada. In New York, 'speakers
from the floor were prohibited from
making. political statements and were
restricted to brief questions. Even this
proved too-hot for the IS and PRP to
handle {one Revolutionary Socialist
League sympathizer demanded to
know why the IS supported the
MFA), so the format was changed to
written questions only. The purpose of
this was to rule out any challenge to
the PRP’s treacherous class collabora-

) txo @strategy in Portugal (see the
‘ old article it #his issue) and to.

tHé Ig's cymcai ch‘eerleaﬂmg fx‘cm
afal‘

+In Chicago, a supporter of the RSL
took the floor after the speeches to
object to the procedure and moved
that members of the audience be
allowed to speak. He pointed out that
he had fought for the right to speak at
union meetings and that discussion of
strategy for the Portuguese revolution
had to be held democratically. An-
other RSL supporter charged that the
IS ran its meetmgs in this bureau-
cretic fashion in order to hide its
counter-revolutionary politics. This
was too much for Geier, who seized the
microphone and yelled, ‘‘Get out! We
don't want you disrupting our meet-
ing!” Geier then called on his goons to
eject the RSL supporters from the
hall.-One of Geier’s “men’’ jumped one
of the League supporters, provoking a
fight in which the goon got bloodied.
When things subsided, the RSL
supporters re-entered the forum, un-
opposed by the IS.

Subsequently the IS decided not to
permit RSL supporters from entering
their forums in Detroit and Toronto,
on the grounds that the HSL was out

JITEn

rate of inflation, this settlement can
hardly be considered a victory.
However, the Chicago teachers did
succeed in beating back an attack the
likes of which had not been heard of
for years.

The attack on the Cook County
CoHege Teachers was even more
vicious. Rather than negotiate, City
College Boerd President Shabat at-
tempted to-break the CCCTU. Shabat
brought an injunction against the -
union which resulted in a $38,000 fine
against the union as well as a five
month jail term for CCCTU President
‘Swenson.

A settlement was finally reached
which restored the annual pay incre-
ments, pay rates for substituting and
summer school and departmental
release time. Class size will go up to
what the Board wanted after a year.
The agreement gave the teachers
virtually no pay increase. The outcome
was a defeat. A contract which does
not grant a wage increase matching
inflation means a decline of real wages.
Moreover, the fines and jail sentence
against the CCCTU and its president
still hold. Finally, over the past few
Cont’d. p. 13
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to deliberately provoke flghts This

claim is absurd. In the first place when
two RSLers attend an IS meeting with
an audience of 100 or more, it is not
physical but political confrontation
that the IS fears. In the second place,
the IS goons assaulted League
supporters for exposing the politics
behind IS’s bureaucratic tactics. In
Toronto Geier went so far as to claim
that the RSL were “police age
because the Chicago affair had rais:
the danger of police coming to a
meeting where a foreign revolutionary
was speaking. But the only ones who
would have called the police were the
1S. It is clear that Geler chose to
escalate his cheap and irresponsible
charges out of political cowardice, his
inability to defend the traitorous
potlitics of his group and the PRP.
This account of the Chicago affair is
based on reports from RSL supporters
and others who were present. {Sup-
porters of the Spartacist League
announced that they would not remain
while people were denied fhe right to
speak and walked out of the meeting
svhen - the:RSL was attacked- In
Toronto.they also left the:hall: when
“the "RSL: was excluded:} I the IS

“insists on its claim that the RSL is

responsible for the physical attacks
and does not withdraw its public
charge of police agentry, the RSL

demands that the question be brought
before a commission of mqmry

The RSL and other groups have
called for united-front Portugal Soli-
darity Committess to mobilize against
imperialist intervention in Portugal
(see the September 15 Torch). Leaflets
describing the Solidarity Committees
were distributed at the IS-PRP
forums. The IS has refused to
participate and has chosen to call
demonstrations on its own. This policy
is in sharp contrast with that of left
organizations in several European
countries, who have planned joint
marches and other actions in support
of the Portuguese revolution. IS’s
dé«u‘e to grab the U.S. franchise of the
Wortuguese revolution only weakens
the support that the left can give. To
the IS, however, the defense of the,
Portuguese workers and peasants is
less important than us the Portu-
ese revolution to cover its counter-
svolutionary practice.
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“new UFT contract as “to costly.”

Local 237, said,

wants to.” Feinstein continued,

strike in the city at this time.’

Victor Gotbaum chimed in,

destroy collective bargaining.”

action:~ -

layoffs proposed by Mayor Beame to ately.

Barry Feinstein, head of Teamsters

my view I'm in favor of a general

Co. set the stage for this by keeping
the unions divided and selling out the date for an immediate strike of all essential, but at the same time it must
ranks one at a time. The city and state municipal unions. This strike, judging be generalized to the need to eliminate
have used every concession as a lever from the UFT strike,
to wrest ten more. Now the bureau- extremely strong internally and would throughout the country. The workers
crats are pressed against the wall by have support from other New York cannot get to the heart of the
Beame's going back on his August workers. Its strength would give bourgeois attacks in one city; this
pledge to allow minimal wage in- valuable time to build for the general requires taking on the capitalists’
creases and make no further layoffs. strike.
To maintain their own positions, they..
have to propose somethmg They explammg to the workers in each struggle of New York workers must be
must be put on the spot: no more idle union and to unorganized workers why'broadened by the New York unions
threats, back up your words w1th it is in their interest- to join the taking the lead in fighting nationally
strike—many non-public workers will:for the formation of a labor party to
United strike- action is needed right at first be hesitant to engage in a-pro- lead the political struggle.

‘“‘compromise’’
sellout.

Build NYC General Strike!

OCTOBER 9-— Leaders of New York’s now, but it can’t be left to the longed strike for what they initially
public employee unions are threaten- halfbaked measures the bureaucrats see as something concerning public
ing to call a general strike against a will take if they do act at all. employees. Through mass demonstra-
three-year wage freeze and additional Preparations must be made immedi- tions of the entire labor movement
A general strike must be held on working hours, it would be
the Emergency Financial Control carefully built-and the ranks must possible to quickly convince massive
Board. This comes one day-after the make sure that it is not used as an aumbers of workers to join the strike.
Financial Control Board rejected the excuse for another

At this .point, the full-scale general"
strike should be called. If the bureau-

First of all, clear goals must be set. crats were serious, they would take
“We've come down The unions must build for a general these steps at once. They—must be
this road with the Mayor but we feel strike with the strength to stay out forced to do so.

we can no longer deal with him. He can until all funds are restored—No Cuts,
no longer léad the city the way. he No Layoffs, Break the Wage Freeze not sold out by a bureaucratic
“In and Cancel the City Debt.

It is certain that if a general strike is

“‘compromise,” the government will

An emergency delegated conference come down on it full force. Part of the
of the New York labor movement necessary plans include immediately

Albert Shanker echoed these senti- should be called at once to plan a establishing workers’ defense guards
ments. New York AFSCME head strategy for action and to get binding to protect the strike.
“The commitments. This conference should Feinstein is right to say that Beame

Governor and the Mayor are t:ry ing to set up a central strike committee with has no control over the city, wrong to

representatives from ‘elected strike imply that he ever led it except in the

For months, Gotbaum, Shanker and committees in every local in the city. interests of the banks and corpora-

The public employees should set a tions. The strike action in New York is

would be the

capitalists’  political

national strategy as implemented by

The. strike, b@mmxttees should be both Ford and the Democrats. The

e

control §

Free Delbert Tibbs

Delbert Tibbs was convicted of

rape and murder and sentenced to |

death in the electric chair—but
September 20th, 800 people
in Chxcago to show the know ¢

Joan Little and Angel.
at the rally. Tibbs®
raping 4 :white woman
boyfmend Little p

in both cases, she Sald,‘
police and courts are too
“the oppression of blacks:
Tibbs is a Chicago poe
South in the winter of 1974to ‘g
material for a novel. In February he
was in Florida, hitchhiking west
toward Shelby, Mississippi, his birth-
place. On February 1, he stayed at
the Salvation ‘Army Mission::
Daytona. “One night and out” is the
policy at the Mission, so Tibbs slept
the next four nights on the Daytona
beach. On February 6 he left town
and was picked up for hitchhiking in
Leeshburg. He continued on his way
but on February 7 was again picked
-up for hitchhiking, in Ocala. He was
photographed, questioned and re-
.eased. Tibbs went to Mississippi, but
in Mississippi he was arrested and
sent back to Florida. The reason?
On Fm"uary 4, a murder had been
committed in Fort Myers, 225 miles
from Daytona
ry Milroy were running a
Nedeau's former companion when
Murm‘ was killed. The 16-year-old
: jaimed tha a black man in a

'aped her.

Mllrnv and
< of the

WEE BCCUsel

: gamst Tibbs
on, the testi-
and a surprise
at the end of the

‘Nadeau'’s identification was done by
looking at the Ocala police picture of
Tibbs—by itself, not in a group of
other pictures. Sylvester Gibbs,.Del-
bert Tibbs' cellmate, claimed: that
Tibbs had confessed: to him, but’ on
the stand he dated this confession two
weeks before Tibbs was arrested.
The surprise document was a regis-
tration card from the Salvation Army
Mission in Orlando, dated February 4
and bearing the name Delbert Tibbs.
This was an attempt to discredit Tibbs
and his testimony. Handwriting
experts reported that the signature
was forged, but the judge refused to
hear their testimony in post-trial
hearings.

On December 14 the all-white jury
found Tibbs guilty and recommended
death. The judge agreed and now
Tibbs, who had never been arrested
before, is fighting for his life on death
row.

The Delbert Tibbs Defense Com-
mittee is circulating a petition to free
Tibbs and is urging workers to bring

ity organizations and
ppmr: might be found. A
or the Revolutionary
St eel“ orkers  Caucus at Chicago’s
e] Southworks plant told The
are publicizing the
newsletter and

will be circulating the petition.

The arrest and trial of Tibbs is part
of a familiar pattern, a pattern that
must be broken. For a hundred years
and more the wanton arrest and
execution of black men accused of
rape has been used to intimidate the
black population. At the rally for
Tibbs, Joan Little reminded the
crowd-that it was “the people that set
me free,” that the growing movement
for Little was threatening enough
that the bourgeoisie backed down. To
follow this victory with another, to
build a strong movement now to free
Delbert Tibbs, would be an inspira-
tion to thousands of workers who
believe the lie that they have no
power to change things. The ioren
urges all its readers to join us in
organizing to ¥ree Delbert Tibbs.

For more information, write to ‘1'he
Torch or: Delbert Tibbs Defense
Committee, 3245 S. Calument Ave.,
Chicago, Illinois 60616 ‘

P‘o"ﬁugai

Cont'd. from p. 5

no longer any chance for revolutionists
to carry out a transformation within
the present structures. The only way
to assure a seizure of power by the
workers will be to arm the working
class and the peasantry, and at the
present moment this must be the
essential task of all revolutionaries.”

Arming the workers is indeed a
central task. But the rest-of this is all
wrong. It was not the regime’s right
turn that made a ‘transformation
within the present structures’ impos-
sible. There was never any chance of
this, no more than there was a chance
to make Chile socialist while relying
on the bourgeois state and military.
The PRP’s support for the bourgeois
military, the MFA, was always wrong.
1t sowed illusions and left Portuguese
workers unprepared for the latest turn
of events.

Furthermore, the PRP leaves the
door open for once more tail-ending
the generals if they make a temporary
zig-zag to the left. The workers must
be told clearly that the bourgeoisie

T
w‘

Masses Rule a Main
- Street inKi lﬁgs ton

- Dear Comrades.

On the-11th. of September, work-
ers, unemployed youth and revolu-
tionaries, 2,000 strong, marched from
Half-Way-Tree to the residence of the
Governor ‘General one mile away on
Hope Road. The march was a protest
demonstration against the proposed
hanging. of Michael Bernard, a
Rastafari youth from the ghettoes of
Kingston. However, it was more than
that. It was a protest against the
entire capitalist class way of justice

and the fact that there is no justice:

for the black unemployed youth,
workers and small farmers in this
system. Bernard was the spark. The
fire was the system of capitalism and
the domination of our country by
imperialism.

All people who got through when
traffic was stopped by marchers, if
they did not sign the petition to free
Bernard, were called capitalists—
black or white.

For the first time, pohce—remem-
bering 1968 and the aftermath of
their attacks on students and youth
who were protesting the banning of
Walter Rodney, who taught. revolu-

tionary. history to the.youth of the.

ghettoes=stood by while the masses
directed traffic, shouted and sang
“Free Bernard!” “Down with Capital-
ist Justice!”” One radio station had a
blackout on the event. The most
reactionary daily reported 300, clear-
ly afraid of what an accurate report
would do.

For the first time in 1975 the
masses of Kingston showed forcefully
that the bourgeois system is a class
one and acts only in the capitalist
interest.
youth. He was picked up in the usual
swoop of the police in the ghetto.
Eight days after he was charged with
murder.

On September 12th, Michael Ber-
nard’s sentence was commuted. How-
ever, the struggle is on to free him
and to show that he is innocent and
that he was framed because of his
Rastafarian views, and for being
black and unemployed.

Comradely,.

(Name Withheld)
Kingston, Jamaica

cannot.be, overthrown, that socialism
cannot .be,established, so long as the
workers, take responsibility for bour-

- geois (mciudmg MFA) rule. But this is

what the PRP (along with the other
“far left” groups) did, and by
continuing to defend that line they
prove that they have learned nothmg

.. Revolutionaries can still win the
leadershxp of the Portuguese workers.
Immediately, the CP leadership must
be confronted with the demand that it
get out of the Azevedo governmeut
and join in a united military defer <
the proletariat, its rights ana .s
conquests. Revolutionaries must take
the lead in building united front
defense against the counter-revolu-
tion. But the same “far leftists’” who
opportunistically tailed Carvalho and
the MFA for so long exhibit typically
symmetrical ultra-leftism towards the
CP ranks, abstaining from the need to
appeal to these workers (see this
issue’s centerfold). The need for a
government of the workers and
peasants must be counterposed to the
Azevedo government, the MFA and
their institution$s. A clear class line on
the political crisis is the only way to
build the revolutionary party that
Portugal desperately needs.

Bernard is a Rastafart:
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Teacher strikes broke out all over
the United States this fall as teachers
fought back against the attempts of
city and st governments to make
public empioyees pay for the cities’
financial crises. The most significant
strikes have occurred in Wilmington,
Delaware, Boston, Chicago and New
York - City. Despite the teachers’
militancy in every case, the results
have ranged from standoff in Chicago
(see article on page 11) to =a
disastrous sellout in New York.

In Delaware, the 105 unions of the
state AFL-CIC affiliate staged a
one-day general strike September 24 in
support of striking Wilmington teach-
ers. This did not prevent Wilmington
authorities from arresting over 500 of
the 1,000 strikers. As we go to press
the month-old strike is reported near a
losing settlement, which would grant a
15 percent wage hike spread over three
vears.

In Boston,

despite a two-week

strike, teachers were able to gain only |
less than §

6 percent in salary, far
inflation. Even this was partly offset
by a 453-minute increase in the working
week.

Buat
came in New York City,

despite

ng-point of a nationwide
ve by municipal unions
to theiattacks by local and  state
governments! Thé New York budget
imposed layoffs, a wage freeze
and contract concessions on every

municipal union virtually simultan-

eously.

OVERWHELMING SUPPORT

For the first time in over 10 years,
the United Federation of Teachers had
overw‘"elming support within its o

and Latin pars
UFT focused its fight agams
in education.

The 60,000-member UFT
s‘?’::‘xgest teacher local in the country
and the most powerful public em
ployes union in New  York. B:
beginning in the summer a campaign.
to prevent and restore all budget cuts
and layoffs for public employees, the
UFT could have led a united response.
by =il public employee unions to the
attacks. This was absolutely neces-
sary. Pertial strikes and Ioca} _}Oh
action$have heen u é

12 munidipal-tinions
e knuckled under to the
geoisie’s assaui* Shanker went‘
o the New York contract fight
m*ening to lose.

ding to his own testimony,
ed in the New York Times of
0 nker “‘opposed the
been in sufﬁcie:z
o prevent it.”” At
control of ¢
i, despite Shan
agr}gv that his con tract was
the best that

the most disastrous defeat {

conditions which made New York the |

paying for his ‘‘gains” out of his
members’ pockets.

But even this disgusting maneuver
doesn’t save the jobs of 7,200 teachers,
3,000 paraprofessionals, 500 guidance
counselors and 500 secretaries who are
still laid off. And the lost salaries and
Taylor Law penalties are a one-shot
propositon. They won’t be available
next year to employ the same workers.

The rest of the contract is no better.
Class size has not been raised, but to
achieve this the contract reduces the
school week by 80 minutes for
students and eliminates 90 minutes in
preparation time for teachers. If these
cuts remain, there will be less time to
plan lessons, confer with parents,
attend to special problems, organize
trips and special activities. The UFT
leadership has settled for the deterior-
ation of education as well ag the

e working class
nts whorn he has sold out to fights
battles for him!

Fmally, the' contract supposediy
ross-the-board $300 cost-of-
g bonus, as well a3 extra bonuses
teachers with 10 -to- 15 (years’
seniority. But-the $43 million alotted
topay for this is-locked up- by the
wage freeze imposed by New York
State’'s Emergency Financial Control
Board. This contract cost the city
nothing! In hailing the settlement,
Mayor Beame noted that the package
cognized ‘‘the clear limitations that
d specified earlier—that there is
new money available for this
tract settlement and that the wage
freeze would have to be respected in
any agreement.”

HOLLOW SHELL?

In sum, the strike of the country’s
most powerful teac‘*"z‘ loca1 has ended
disaster,

mﬁnation—as
s indicate—but
use of Shanker’s leadership. A few
more settlements like the present one
and the T M!J be a hol]ow shn”

ee unions. If the de

maintain wages and
ir member-
ugh layoffs
ny who are

18 ﬁd;yywde general stmke SEEPT2

still employed will abandon the
unions. Why pay dues for nothing?
Already, many UFT members ask this
question.

The present leadership has nothing
to offer except continued and worse
‘setbacks. At-the Delegate Assembly
where he rammed-through the sellout
contract, Shanker informed the UFT
that *there’s nothing that can be done
in the present depression conditions”
except to sacrifice jobs, wages and
working conditions. In response to a
- pointed question, Shanker admitted
that he had no guearantees that the
city wouldn’t break the contract and
impose even harsher cuts to satisfy
the Emergency Financial Control
Board. Shanker’'s method, like the
method of the entire labor bureau-
cracy, is to roll over and play dead.

The fight for a revolutionary

strategy against the present mislead-
ers who are obstructing such a fight is
absolutely essential if the iabor
movement is not to be thrown back
decades. The bureaucrats’ acceptance’
of the need for workers to bail out the
capitalists must be rejected. The crisis
is & crisis of capitalism: its causes can
only be confronted by political strug-
gleiagainst the entire capitalist class
and its state. :

These needs can be scen clearly in
the UFT's defeat. The UFT ranks
must learn from the sellout and
organize for united class action to
defeat the attacks on- public em-
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ployees, demanding immediate prep-
arations for a citywide ‘public em-
ployee strike to fight for No Layoffs—
No Cutbacks—Jobs and Decent Pub-
lic Services for All—Cancel the Debt!
All New York workers are attacked by
.the slashed public .services—a fight
against the cuts is in the interest of all.
The public employees must demand
that the entire New York labor
movement demonstrate the impor-
tance of the fight by organizing mass
rallies and work stoppages against the
cuts, by building to be able to call out
all New York workers to back a

citywide public employee strike. -

As important as strike action is, it is
not enough. Workers need a political
alternative. A mass revolutionary
party to organize and lead struggle, to
unite all sectors of the working class,
is needed badly. Today, there is no
such party. But political struggle is
needed right now. The public employ-
.ees, and in fact all New York workers,
must break the stranglehold imposed
by the banks and corporstions with
the active compliance of Beame,
Governor Carey and the rest of New
York’s Democratic Party machine.

Tens of thousands of New York
workers, workers who do not yet
accept the need for socialist revolu-
tion, do accept this. They understand
the role of the Democrats, although
they do not see the need a mass
revolutionary party. Revoluticnaries
s and
show that there are steps that can be
taken right now. We cannot ask

workers to abstain from struggle until

.a mass revolutionary party is built
—a party will never be built apart
from struggle. This is why we call for
a workers’ government and a labor
party to fxgnt for it. If the trade ILVWOD
movement is to even hold the
must immediately counterpcse

to the capitalist class. At the same
time, through the struggle for a labor
party, revolutionaries can fight to
win workers to the revolutionary
program in practice.

We call on advanced workers to take
up the struggle for united class action
and for a labor party to demonstrate
the strategy for the workers to defend
their interests against the capitalist
attacks. The passive, anti-st
approach of Shanker, together
his support for the Democrats, has led
to defeat and will Jead to disaster.
Class struggle, not class collaboration,
is needed.

%@ECG‘@?;
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years the Board has gotten around the
released time provision by merging
departments. Nothing in the contract
stops the Board trom whitting this
down further.

CCCTU President Swenson bears
responsibility for this defeat. Like
Healey, he refused to mobilize the

o i he strike.
Rather, he criminally called for the
reduction of the Adult Education
program to pay for benefits for college
teachers.

In both strikes, what was "‘won”
{i.e., avoiding disastrous defeats) was
the strength of the strike. This
was limited by hureau-
¢ a minimum, the » strikes

should have been linked: neither union
should have gone back to work until
both won decent contracts. vigorous
efforts should have been made to
mobilize community support— these
attacks against the entire class hit
hardest the black and Latin co:

ities. Finally, after Swenson was
jailed, Healey (President of t llinois
Federation of Teachers} shoul ve
called a statewide teachers’ strike.

Swenson's jailing was an attack on the
right of all public employvees to strike.
Teachers all over the state of 1linojs..
were striking against budget cuts. Ten
call for a statewide strike for the rmhl
of put employees to st
against the budget cuts we
met sitive respons

ave
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Large sections of the work force in
the Detroit Postal Service understand
that the national contract ratified in
August represents a seilout by the
union bureaucrats. They know that it
sets postal workers up for a serious
attack in the areas of wages, working
conditions and job security. But
different moods among the ranks of
postal workers reflect different levels
of understanding of the lessons of this
contract fight.

Many advanced workers are de
moralized and. cynical. They are
hoping they can keep their heads low
and hold on until “things get better.”

On the other hand, a growing
section of postal workers realize that a
fight is the only defense against a
concerted attack by USPS. A clerk at
the General Post Office who has never
belonged to the postal unions because
of their leadership’s warm relations
with managem@nt told Torch repre-
sentatives, I guess it's time to join
the umion.”” Several young carriers
said, “We've got to start going tfo
union meetings.”” Affer just being"
criminally sold out by the union
bureaucrats, these statements indicate

that important lessons have béen -

learned during this contract round
by these increasingly class-conscious
postal workers. More importantly,
some of these workers see a.leader-
ship developing which can direct this
fight, a revolutionary leadership
cohering around the Postal Action
Committee. Revolutionaries can gain
important insights from
standing the development of

sen-

Back in March,
carriers threatened a
1mplem§htatxon of the’

. under-

excitement spread through the ranks
of Detroit Postal Workers. Mail clerks

_and handlers at the GPO voiced

strong support for the carriers, despite
the fact that the APWU bureaucrats
carefully avoided any mention of the
attack on the carriers. One clerk at the
GPO remarked, “If they can do it to
the carriers like that, they’ll do the
same thing down here next.”” APWU
rank and filers expressed admiration
of the carriers’ union which they saw
as strong and willing to fight. The talk
quickly got too hot for the union
leaders. Carriers’ union officials, who
made no attempt to build support
among the other crafts, backed down
on the strike threat, giving manage-
ment a chance to ‘‘repent” on
Kokomo.

With the axing of the fight against
Kokomo all talk among the ranks of
postal workers of a struggle around
the contract ceased. A general demor-
alization set in, repreﬂenting the
understandmg that the union bureau-
cracies had no intention of organizing

. a fight against USPG, But,the anger of

the workers was not far below .the
surface and began to boil over, at

awkward times (for the union hacks);,

--An-‘‘informational picket”’ at the
GPO organized by APWU officers in
late March drew much support-in spite
of such revolutionary demands as:
“The big rip-off” (?) and “No long
lines for postal patrons”! Local
President Doug Holbrook understood
the situation and warned picketers
that, “There’s a potentially explosive
ition in there (the GPO). We have
ation that there are 3-4 hundred
dy to walk. We don’t want to
, thing get out of hand.”
after the picketing a union
led the event as representmg
inning of ‘“‘a new and closer
‘between labor and

the -

nir

work force” —the union hacks obvi-
ously see these as different elements —

and-announced that there would be -

more demonstrations to come. They
held only one more, and it took place
in a distant surburb.

The workers’ anger surfaced again
when the national head of the
maintenance craft visited the local
APWU meeting in’ April. He was
dragged over -the coals by mainte-
nance personnel from the new Bulk
Mail Center who have been left to fend
for themselves by the unions. A
further indication of the volatility of
the situation was the interest shown
by postal workers in the leaflets of the
Postal Action Committee.

Sensing the mood, officials of both
the NALC and APWU proposed to
cancel monthly meetings of their
locals until September. While the
carriers’ union hacks got away with
this maneuver, the clerks forced the
local officials to hold the July meeting.
This meeting took place just one week
before the contract expiration. 20-30
angry subs arrived at the meeting to
complain about'working conditions on
the ZMT machines. The 'subs got
nothing but
officials. .

On the ba51s of a Postal Actlon
Committee proposal for elected strike
committees, one APWU steward put
forward a motion at the July meeting
for “contract committees.” President
Doug Holbrook ruled the motion out
of order and hurriedly acted to stifle
the proposal.

Holbrook had scheduled another
informational picket for the day
following the July meeting of the local.
The demonstration was called to
prepare the ranks for the coming
sellout. Slogans were to focus on
maintaining the previous provisions of

Cont’d. from p. 3
~Sales are down 2% percent in Germany,
13 percent in Italy. An international
campaign is being conducted to drive
down wages.

Outbursts against the attacks are

deve?opmg internationally. In Spain

and Argentina, auto workers are i
__forefront of general st i
Last spring Renault workers in France
conducted the longest strike in the
company’s history. British Chrysler
workers have brought Chrysler-Great
Britain to its knees. UAW Local 510 in
Quebec has been on strike for 16
months, including a plant occupation
that sparked a Quebec general strike
for a day in support.

Consciousness of the mneed to
overcome international divisions is
growing among autoworkers in the
United States. The Lordstown work-
ers atterupted to set up a conference
with Japanese auto workers to discuss
productivity drives and other common
problems. In 1970 a congress of Latin
American auto workers was held
renregenting 90 percent of the unicn-
ized auto plants in South America.
This conference issued a call f
internaticonal  =olidar!

inultindtionals is international.” We
call: on the UAW bureaucracy to
implement this resolution. They have
no plan or strategy, for they have no
intention of moving this resolution off
the paper it’s written on. IR

S

BT

PROTECTL

NISM

’I‘he struggle to burld international
solidarity among auto and all workers
must begin now. The bureaucrats’
arguments that this is “impractical”
are phony. Steps can be taken
immediately which can lead to broader
and more powerful actions. For
example, a campaign can be waged in
the UAW to publicize the struggles of
auto workers in other countries and to
build for sympathy strikes in support
of them. The union can sponsor and
organize international conferences in
which delegates representing auto
workers throughout the world can
meet and plan their counterattack.
Using these conferences as launching
points, the UAW must take the lead in
a worldwide struggle for wage parity
at the rate of the highest paid workers.
The auto companies must not be

allowed to maintain themselves
through the super-exploitation of
v«f)rz(e*rq in the underdeveloped coun-

ries. I resources and influence of

be channeled to
drives in auto
lobe.

the union  must
pport organizing
:nts around the g

. military . _goods _

The UAW'’s paper policy of interna-
tional solidarity can be made real by
supporting all struggles against im-
perialist intervention in Portngal or
wherever with strikes and other kinds
of labor.action. Auto.workers must
take - the k
such~asvorganizing’ ‘‘hot-cargoes” -of
puppet governments.

These actions and meany more are
possible and necessary. They point the
way to higher levels of united
struggle. The Revolutonary Auto-
workers Committee {RAC), a co...mit-
tee in the UAW in political solidarity
with the RSL, points the way in its
September bulletin: “UAW members
must move their union into the
mainstream of this international resis-
tance, must wuse the size and
resources of the UAW tu help pull
these nationally isolated -actions into
an international autoworkers' strike
which will defend all autoworkers
against the international capitalist
offensive.”

RAC has propoesed that the pre-con-
tract bargaining convention reaffirm
and implement the 1974 resolution
repudiating the protectionism of
Woodcock. RAC has called on the bar-
gaining convention to set up an
emergency international conference to
deal with the international crisis, and
build for an international auto strike
at the mnext contract expiration.

“sympathy” from: union

i -in - extoriting “bhese-

CAMPABGN AGAINST ; ovo; o SUiugglesite:the entire wosking:class,

_beifig  shipped to-

the no-layoff clause and the cost-of-
living allowance. But with the mili-
tancy developing at the union meet-

ing, Holbrook got cold feet and
cancelled the demonstration.
' SOLD DOWN THE RIVER

By the weekend of July 19-20, the
mood of Detroit postal workers was

_strongly in favor of a- strike. When -

stewards came in on Saturday an-
nouncing that there would be no
strike, rank and filers responded with
anger and disgust. “It means we got
sold down the river—again,” was the
general understanding of what the
hacks were doing. This anger came
through loud and clear to the
president of the carriers’ u'uon local.

At a citywide meeting to “explain”

the contract, speaker after speaker
picked the contract apart and attacked
the official for his sellout of the ranks.
When a PAC supporter moved to have
the local recommend rejection of the
contract, the motion was immediately
ruled out of order, and the president
refused to allow the meeting to
consider any resolutions regardmg the
contract. - b ‘

As a result of their betrayé’fs ‘during:

the course -of the combract round,
postal union officials exposed them-
selves to many workers as manage-
ment’s lackeys. But even advanced
postal workers - do not yet fully
understand that only those who refuse
to accept the choking limits of a dying
capitalist system, only revolutionary
leadership, can defend the working
class. They de not yet understand
that all other leaderships will sell out
at one point or another during the
struggle of the working ¢lass against
the capitalists. There are the lessons
which the Postal Action Committee is
drawing out of the contract struggle.

Delegates to this emergency conier-
ence must be democratically elected
by locals and regions. The conference
must take steps to become a perman-
ent struggle council to coordinate the
fight against the continuing crisis.
The struggle to defend auto workers
internationally oversteps traditional
economic struggle. A section of the
bourgeoisie led by Woodcock’s ally
Henry Jackson_sees the salvation of
American capitalism in strict; econ-
omic naticnalism. This_ wing of the
ruling ¢] will be the blbceresg foe of

,autawgr ers, moving tqwa:d gltema-

tional solidarity. Jackson and his kind
must be defeated, not by the more
“enlightened” liberal wing of the
imperialist bourgeoisie, but by repre-
sentatives of the working class. The
UAW must take the lead in forming a
labor party based on a revolutionary
program which will counterpose the
international interests of the working
class to the narrow national chauvin-
ism and imperialism of the bourgeois
parties.

The crisis in auto is the clearest
example of the crisis in capitalism.
The defense of auto workers and the
working class cannot be separated
from an offensive against_capitalism
itself. Revolutmnary auto workers
must join in building the international
revolutionary party necessary to
resolve the crisis in auto by overthrow-
ing capitalism. Millions of workers
from: Portugal to South Africa to
Detroit are being driven by capitalism
to the consciousness that revolution is
necessary. What is lacking is the
means to pull this consciousness
together. What is lacking is revolu-
tionary leadership.
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Moe Biller, President of New_ York
Metro (the New York local of the

union of postal clerks) called out his
goon squad against supporters of the
Postal Action Committee (PAC) in an
attempt to squelch opposition. The
PAC members were handing out a
lzaflet calling for defense of members
of OQutlaw, a postal opposition group’
influenced by the Revolutionary
Union, from managemernt harassment.

e SR

We reprint below PAC’s response to
Biller’s actions: .

On September 17, two supporters of
the Postal Action Committee were
brutally assaulted by Biller’s goons
while handing out leaflets outside the
N.Y. Metro union meeting. .

The leaflet dealt with the firings and

suspensions now going on at the Bulk

Center in New Jersey. Those fired and

suspended include shop stewards and

Metro's highest elected official at the

Bulk, Kenny Leiner. In response to

this Outlaw has circulated a petition

at the Bulk and workers there are now
~ waging a slowdown campaign. PAC
called on Metro and the other postal

R R O B R R i

unions to wage a serious battle to

American Postal Workers Union, .the .

smash the management offensive.

Biller would have mone 'of this.
Instead of defending union members
against management, he ordered his
goon squad to assault PAC’s support-
ers for daring to oppose management
and defend the workers.

How come? Since last spring Bilier
has been waging an all out struggle
against militents in Metro who have
opposed his class collaborationist
policies. Outlaw has been the main
focus of this attack. He has redbaited,
invited Finnegan of the N.Y.P.D. Red
Squad to a union meeting and
accused Outlew members of being
government agents. This year he
illegally pushed through a series of
by-law changes in the constitution
designed to let him throw militents
out of Metro.

To management the message has
been loud and clear. With Biller
himself acting to destroy Metro
militants, he sure as hell wouldn’t lift
a finger to defend them if management
moved. in for the kill, - .

ordering an attack on PAC support-
ers.. While Biller is determined to
smash all opposition and is more than
willing to collaborate with marage-
ment to.do so, hé must be particularly
anxious to smash PAC. PAC is the
only organization, in the P.O. which
has clearly exposed the way Biller and
other bureaucrats have sold out the
union ranks. In the face of a massive
assault by the capitalists on the work-
ing class, these hacks have told work-
ers that they can'’t fight back because
the bosses can’t afford it.

_For Biller and his kind the interests
of the banks and corporations come
first. They are more than willing to
stab the working class in the back so
that the capitalists can continue to
rake in profits from our labor. This is
why we call them class collaboration-
ists: PAC has said this clearly and has
called for removing these bastards
from leadership and replacing them
with a leadership committed to
fighting for what the working class
needs and not for what the bosses can
afford. :

=

Biller's turn to vicious physical
assault further exposes the nature of
his leadership. But it also means that
any and all militants in.Metro will
have to take steps quickly to defend
themselves from Biller and his goon
squad. PAC has sent a letter to
Outlaw proposing that a meeting be
held by PAC, Outlaw, and all other
militants to plan a strategy for
defending all workers from assault at
union meetings. Outlaw, which in
recent months has been retreating
from Biller’s attacks, has not respon-
ded as of this writing. For them to
continue retreating will only prove
suicidal. It will only serve to encour-
age both Biller and management to
further escalate their attacks on all
postal workers.

Management's offensive must be
stopped. To do this the union must be
freed of the fakers who stab us in the
back rather than fight. PAC is
committed to building the leadership
we need, and Moe Biller and the goons
will not stop us from burying them in
the grave they are digging for them-
selves.

A,

P

passes ‘‘through” the MPLA, it is constituent assembly by secret ballot
saying that most of this party is on with full rights for all political
the workers’ side of the line, that the groupings. Modernization and urban-
MPLA is a “deformed”’ revolutionary ization, including universal lit¥racy,
organization. Inprecer already accepts breakdown of tribalism, construction
the MPLA as the ruler of Angola, and of roads and railways and equality for .
seeks to reform it, rather than seeing women must be fought for. The .
the Angolan working class as the only imperialists must be completely ex-
class capable of bringing socialism to propriated. Industry, banks and plan-
Angola. tation agriculture must be owned by
the state under workers’ control.
PERMANENT REVOLUTION These demands require the arming of ™~
The mass awakenin g has brought the workers and peasants to fight for a
onto the scene a new force which

workers’ and peasants’ government,
© e 3 Finally, it is necessary to fight for a -
represents the real hope of socialism in . i e
Angola—~the proletariat. The idea that foreign policy opposed to U.S.-British-
African states have no working class

South African imperialism and its
or a tiny working class is a convenient

local satellites, committed to the
myth of imperialists and bourgeois

struggle for immediate majority rule
apologists like the editors of Imprecor. in the whiteruled territories and to
A large number of black African

proletarian revolution throughout the
states, and especially Angola with its

continent. Such revolutions are not
relatively rich economy, have sizeable just abstract'ly desirable— they are the
proletariats. Moreover, Angola is not only s:alyvatxo.n O.f Z Wof kers’ and
. alone—as Agostinhe Neto recognizes p e;‘s}:mus dreglr:g Vm n%o 8
in words. Across the wasteland of diz dese d femal;_tafs cforjj ¢ grcp agan-
Namibia (itself waging a struggle for ed and fought for today, though not
national liberation) is South Africa—a

all in the same way. The democratic
developed, modern capitalist state

demands have the most immediate
where the urban worlers aré the great character, the others require long
majority. The black piréletariats of

preparation for a decisive struggle.
southern Africa are a mighty potential

This preparation, however, is neces-
revolutionary force, which can and

sary. The nationalization of industry
must be mobilized by Leninist-Trot- by the MPLA, as we have pcinted out,
‘skyist parties organized on a subcon-

st

= & pErTman-
o eoordinate the
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g olu and' lib
# Africa from imperighism.

will mean the rise of s new African

tinent-wide basis.
The tasks of the southern African

bourgeoisie. It will be necessary to
.defend the right to strike and organize
and other democratic rights, as well as

proletariat are those of the Permanent to fight against the inevitable collab-

reme
ts in regard to Angola i8
Spartacist League. The

vouth
Young Spartacus, 3 recog-
vizing the nec-colonial character of the
UNITA, as well as the
urban  hase, refuses m

the victory of any of

SORLE

lert wing of the

UNITA. .

On the other hahd, most of the
groups which have correctly sup-
ported an MPLA victory have capitu-
lated politically and cover up the
MPLA's bourgeois character. The
most dangerous example of this trend
ig represénted by the seemingly left
wing line of Inprecor, the magazine of
the “United Secretariat of the Fourth
International” led by Ernest Mandel.
Inprecor is “con that a class line
ses through PLA. It says
“an authentic communist leadership”
should be constructed, but not neces-

¥ the MPLA.

Logically, Inprecor raises
the dema I power to the
which wipes out the class

» see in Angola. Wheén
. the class line

@

Revolution. In South Africa itself, the
struggle against apartheid is com-
pletely continuous with the class
struggle of the black proletarians, In
Angola, the mnational struggle has
occurred as a discrete stage, but its
tasks cannot be completed without a
struggle by the proletariat for both
democratic and class demands which
the MPLA, taking power as a
bourgeois leadership, will try to deny.

The central demands necessary to
compiete the conquest of national
freedom and safeguard the interests of
the masses include the formation of
workers’, farmers’ and soldiers’ com-
mittees as well as democratic demands
for the right to <trike, the right to
form ponuca: parties and associations,
the right to free publication and
assembly and the election of a

oration of an independent bourgeois

Angolan regime (trapped within the .

world market) with world imperialism
and even with the odious Mobutu.

The task is to begin building the
leadership for these struggles—to

the masses and form solid organiza-
tions of revolutionary struggle. This
must be donme on an international
basis, and an inseparable part of this
struggle is the defeat of the pro-bour?
geois theories of the Maoists and
fake-Trotskyists.

The conquest of national freedom
can only be made secure by sccialist
revolution, which, wherever it begins,,
must spread to several countries of
southern Africe. including South
Africa itself. This is the perspective of
Permanent Rewvolution.
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