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pr grlm of wage conir
« speed-up themes, has mrwd

All-eyes are now on Britain

of the interna-

e correctly,
they can rally the
m defend itseif,

and prepare the ground for
the British proletariat’s fu-
ture seizure of state power.
HEATH'S OFFENSIVE
STRATEGY

to squeeze zmesﬁmem capital
out of ihe _working class,

led a confrontation with
Lhe British trade-union

the workers' de
negotiations now {

- to roost.

He has orderéd fully two
thirds of the labor force—16

‘“+million workers—to accept a
three- day work week. As a
unemployment in -

result,
Britain more than doubled,
literally night. . Unem-
ployment could soon clir

to six million workers, sur

passing the levels of the
Depression .years of the
1930's

Heatﬁ now brand;shes the,

threat of continued and wors-
ened con $ as a weapon
against s fighting for
their lives. The miners’ union

in particular has been singled

out for this treatment. All of
British capltahsm ills are
now blamed on ‘the miners,
one of the most underpaid
sectors of the British working
class.

Heath refuses to grant th
miners .the . minimal wage
increases they ask and warns
that unless the miners settle
on his terms, inflat
unemployment  will
ket. He is zttempting to split

' " Cemt'd. p. 10

Government official
at

the lid on during 1974,
the government was able to contain all 1973 contract
. settlements well within government guidelines. Now,
however, they are afraid th° chickens are con

ion- and |
skyroe- -

- by Terry ‘zhephard

s who have bew vioatmg over

during the }<);3 contraect
that they won't be able to keep
With the help of labor “leaders

ing home

The economy is going into a
tailspin despite the bosses’
attack, which has reduced

‘workers’ real wages by 3.3

per cent during the past year.

The energy . the war in
the Middle st, and Arab oil
embargdes e had a.
profound effect on an
already spluttering ec(momy.
Because of massive layoffs,

_chronic inflation, and rapidiy

rising consumer prices, the
hosses don't expect the
workers to sit still much
longer. They are caughtin a
bind and their only way out is
a furious attack on the

‘working class and dEE the

gains made since World War
II. Accordingly thev are
preparmg themselves for
aJor confrontations with the

working class i i
ahead.

Secretary of Labor “Pistc
-Pete™ Brennan-—-famous
cking a pistol at
eetings—is atie
i I off an explosi
putting the hosses o
that trouble is ahead.
cynically proclaiming
1973 was a good vear for
working people,” this ex-
ion hack warned in a news
ronference  that rkers
ecouid he expected to seek
their “pound of flesh” this
ar. He wants th
1t to relax the
g on wage
ain cases in the hope that
an 1mmedmt«e confrontation
with labor can be avoided. He
would rather let the steam
out slowly than risk the whoie
kettle boiling over. His strat-
is age-old: ° and
rule.” He is quite
grant concessions to ¢
key unions in order later to

workers'

'? hat
the

in

I
cer

-redouble the attack against
_all workers.

‘Already the sellouts of
union fakers have g 'aramm*d
the new vear |

happy. For mple,
than 178,060 auto
Cont'd. p. 6



http:unlesst.he
http:inukv'i.me

Pege ?

T hlv Yorch

hacks are

. United

BEFORE_URW_IOCAL

by Gerald Ryso :
The 11-month strike of
Rubber "Workers
Local 621-against the R.G.
Sloane Company in Sdn
Valiey, California, demon-
strates again the inability of
the labor bureaucracy to
defend the working class
against the eapitalists’ as--

-sault. It is particularly in

stall, isolated strikes, in-

: volving blacks, browns, or

women—like the Sloame and
Farahsirikes—that the bu-
reaucrats most .eynically
expose the workers to the
most:brutal attacks of the
bosses. . i L
The Sloane strike began
last March as a defense
the company's sub-
sistence-level wagés and its
“Merit Plan” productivity
scheme. As Siocane’s. efforts
b the strike gained
i{ then brazenly ‘put
forward en even more vicious
" scheme—"Con-

Both of
schemes

‘these produ

ark eafily wcogniéed as part -

S

o capitaiisis’ pian fo get
it by foreing mora
orkérs for

‘work on fewe

levolutionary

smaller wages. = :
Sloane has employed every

-imaginable tactic to smash
- the strike through pitting one

section of workers against
another. Scabs were recruit-.
ed from the growing ranks of

unemployed blacks and “il- .

legal” aliens. The mostly
white skilled workers and
lead ‘men were lured back by
a large wage increase,
coupled with appeals to their
privileged skill and skin color.
Pitting whites against non-
whites,” U.S. citizens against
illegals, skilled against un-
skilled, is- a favered ‘and
fraditional tactic of the
bosses.

Faced with the Sloane

Company's determined on-

‘slaught, how has the URW

bureaueracy intervened to
“win” the strike? For the first
six months, while the strikers
saw scabs ¢rossing the line
and 200 of its vnion members

ghtened frustra-

-tion‘and anger of the strikers

‘expressed itsell in a move by
some to disaffiliate from the
URW. and joid the IBT—a
maove whichialmost -succeed-
ed. . District 5  Director.
Arnold Pipkin sent in field
organizer T. Rodriquez to
direct and contain the strike..

the -URW ~

Rod‘rig'uez got Sloane back to

the bargaining table, but only
by bringing in the Federal
Mediation Service. When this

failed to gain even minimal

concessions from‘"Sloange,
Rodriguez informed Pipkin
that, "I do not know what

~more 1 can do to try to save

this local union. I have tried
every approach I can think of,
all to no avail. Unless we can
hurt the company’s image
through a nationwide boy-
cott, mass demonstrations or
in some manner, we.are in
real trouble.”

This was the situation
facing the Sloane strikers
when 100 of them gathered at.
a Local 621 meeting on
December 17, 1973. URW
President Peter Bommarrito
himself was present to try
and explain away the
International's six months of
silence and salvage his own

reputation. But scheduled to

speak first was David Wolf, a
representative of the Revolu-
ticnary Socialist League, who
addressed the workers on the
strategy and tactics neces-
sary to win this strike.
Wolf began his speech by
placing the strike in the
context of working class
defeats in the 1973 contract
round. He pointed out that in
the face of the bosses’

ST
~ Brasili az‘@&)
FEDERAL DISTRICT
Corumbdg

noth to defend
s {rom massive price

The oniv real solut
the problems facing S

. workers, he explained. was a

strategv- to unite the en_tire
class against this offensive..
Wolif urged the strikers to
carry their'struggle to the
entire URW, that the entire
URW go out to defend the
Sloane strike and re-open
their own sell-out contract.
He argued that they go to
nearby auto plants to
convince other workers that
“the defense of your strike is
the defense of their jobs,” and
call on them to join in a united
defense of the Sloane strike.

Only a Labor Party with a
revolutionary program, Wolf
explained, could fully derail
the capitalist offensive by
creating' a workers' govern-
ment. Any other program,
howevér “progressive,” will
only channel the workers’
struggle into boundaries

" acceptable to capitalism and

will betray the workers the

- convinee you throuoh |

IASS STRIK

moment the sirug
“ens the sy ‘

Woll finis
that the League
work with fi'ﬂ}'?md‘.
united defense of the
sirike and the wo .
movement. We are confilen
that your own experience v ;Ji‘

struggle that our prog
offers the only solution,

Bommarito spoke irimed:
ately after Wolf. In every
instance where the Leayy:
‘;:&gosed a tactic to Y the

orking class in defense nf
the Sloane strike, Bommarito
counterposed bourgeois le.

--gality in order to limit and

wreck the struggile.

But after his six months of
do-nothing leadershin, the
Sloane workers didn't hyy
Bommarito's efforts to. brand
the League as “wreckers.” On
the contrary, they gave
David Wolf and The Torch a
friendly reception, and a
number of workers expressed
interest in learning more
about the League and its
program. s

~ INPERU

by Shelley Kramer

In October and November, w

orkers in southern Peru staged

a general strike in defense of trade union fights. )
The confrontation with the Velaseo military dictatorsnip
began when the teachers walked off their jobs. The teackers

intervention. The latest wave
SUTEP’s continual struggle to
attempts to replace i
corporatist union.
Workers and students
responded to the teachers’
struggle by closing ranks and
striking together. They shut
down factories;  stonped
transportation, broke off
communication services, and
attacked government build-
ings. The Communist Party-
dominated trade union feder-
ation, the CGTP, promptly
declared.war on the strike,
uf{d}”g with the government:
We consider the strike to be
entirely political and to have
2 subversive character with
the intent of ereating chaos
fand disorder.” On November
20, army special: forces units
attacked a striker demon-
Stration. Again workers and
students ralijed to the
deler?se of the strike.
Barricades were erected to

resist the military. Velasco.

imposed martial Jaw on the
cities of Arequipa and Puno.
i;t_ert-: two . days of hergie
Tesistance, the strik

broken. i

union (SUTEP) has heen outlawed for resisting gover

it with a government-con

of teachers’ strikes
‘defend itself again

The defeat of the te )
strike is the responsibilits o
the CP. The strige reris-
sented the . strigel ‘
workers and stude
forge a united front 2
the government's of
The CP implemented iis O
class-collaborationist vers'
of the united [roni-?
uniting with Velaseo and i2¢
bourgeoisie against the st
ers! The CP proudly suppors
the Velasco dictatorship
because of the dictators
demagogic rhetorie/ ifs &
tionalization<of some imPT
‘jalist holdings, and
friendly relations with !

USSR.

The fact that this Pre o

- gressivel’ regime challenge
US - Tmperialism oni¥
strengthen its own 0¢
over the Peruvian wor

. class—that it enforces 187
on the workers throug
terror—all this 1S .
portant to the Staiin!
the CP. :
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gle that our prog
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wmarite spoke lmmeégr
fter Wolf. In every
ace where:the Le eme
\ed a tactic to
g class.in de

by Jack Gregory

crisis lays bare the
vicious dynamic of the capitalist
mode of production. The elassical -
themes of capztalﬁm are echoed here:
no matter how vital a produet is, it

“The energy

rn en uugh profit.” No matter how
hundant the resource, there will be
shortages if the rate of return on
investment is too 1 oW, Tl*e cemral

. after his six *zzomfs f

ng leadership, ¢
e workers didn't
jarito's efforts to br
:zgue as :
contrary, »
E Woﬁ and Th T@':« ha f

in he
g sector: tI*a mamhty to
gener ate sufficient capital to qualita-
ively develop the productive forces.
T*zm"e' is. no shortage of energy
resources—in faet, there is a virtually

Umitless supply of nuclear fusion
epergy and solar energy waiting to
. ‘anped ‘There is’ not even a

‘natural gas,
a most conserv atzv
estimates- show -enough oil to las

over three decades and enough coai
s{ f@’ centuries. Bu *he pment:al

Mobil Oi annolmced in 2 Wlae}v~c1r

‘hespan &everai “Vears, howe& er, U
of Tetu D ha

f“"emdem ¢ of

Oéi “eacheF the same

estembe : 2 he ‘_*ateﬂ
“Pinaily, we shall face growing
problems generating the 'enormous
€z} suis necessary to previde
reamremems, Be-
tween - now and 1985 ‘the U.S
! have to invest between:
850 billion in  new

ch may be
of about $16

wmp Pd to. outlays
billion per year at the present time.

the problem is

R, : The magnitude of
he fact lhi" é;a further clarified when you “ODSldG"’
e that total ca} 41 mvesbmen“ by all

va T

engme“ its
. tl"c ?eﬂ.

z,‘»r WOI’zH? S*
ror—all thi
~tant to the 5t
. CP.

won't be pf‘oduc%i if it doesn't bring

CAP”TAUST STAGNATION

domestic energy

to othmg in

. production for over a decade, with

. energy .

the: IOWGSI research rates- in
dustry. It must reverse this
today, it realizes, and attempt
mulate huge blocks of capital
in order to develop alternate energy
sources

Qil Tesources are drying up, and in
the nearfuturethe average cost of oil
productmn will soar as all the easily
accessible. oil is used up.

Even. be] ;re. the Arab govern:

ments started jumping the price. of

crude’ oil, it was clear that nuclear
fission, coal gasification (making
synthetic natural gas from coal) and
shale oil would soon become compe-
titive with crude oil and natural gas.

The Chicago Sun-7 >meo of Novem-
“ ber 25, 1%3, refers to “a dire report
@rwﬁa*mg at the top of the govern-
ment” and “prepared before the Arab
embargo was: even contemplated.”
This report "“warned that fuel short-
ages would be s¢ severe this winter
that ghetto apartments might be
intolerably cold. Together with the
brown-out of high-intensity, anti-
crime lighting, the report .declared,
the situation might be ripe for ‘civil
insurreection.””

This. combined with U.S. govern-
ment anxiety about overdependence

ori foreign oil and the companies’ own

fears of eventual expropriation
abroad have made the development
of new sources of emergy urgeq‘t

FALLING iﬁATE OF PROFIT.

this requires capital. andﬂere

ndent truckers are hard hit by energ§
Troo rs above E‘zreak up stallin in Amherst, Qhio [See

o

crisis.

the oil trusts once again run headlong
into the tendency of the rate of profit
to fall. As the 'scope_of operations
inereases, each additional purchase of
new machinery is more costly than
the preceding one, while the rate of
return is proportionately lower. The
lower rate of return makes it more
difficult to generate enough capital to
finance new t&hnolsgv This has
been especially true in the oil
industry, where the profit rate has
fallen from 9.4% in 1963 to 7.4% in
1972 (helow the average rate for U.S.
industry).

The oil companies are
and at present successfully, to offset
the tendency of the rate of profit to
fall  in their own industry by
extracting additional profits from the
hide of the proletariat and the rest of
the bourgeoisie. That is what lies
behind the call for higher prices,
which are already boosting the
inflation rate and cutting into work-
ers’ living standards. The current
price increases are expected to bring
the oil companies increased revenues

of $13 billion next year. or a large
part of what they need to increase
their productive capacity. The conse-
quent inflation, oil shortages, and

unemployment, however, threaten to

-plunge the entire- economic system

into- depression, a risk the oil trusts
have no choice but .to take.

The immediate short-term erisis of
oil shortages is closely linked to the
jong-term crisis and has the
root, the falling rate of profit.
the prospect of falling rates or

“Teamsters and the Stall-ims,”

~ productive plant in ‘the

" domestic refining can

Page 3

page 7).

returns on capital investments, 1.8
capitalists ve increasingly look
for other areas of investment --a

broad{where production costs have
heen lower and profits higher) and i
speculation and waste production.
The result has been a stagnating
US.. Wlth

and ship-

('

obsolescent steel, railroad,
building seclors.

Oil has been
The oil trusts h‘,»e inv
abroad (Persian
in speculation {Gulf Oil, for example
owns the giant f’;u]f Real Estate
Develenment Co.) whil "
domestic machinery rot.

This has shown up mm! sharp%y in

typical of this Mmd
:sted Li‘wﬂv

refinery has be
the past ten
enormous mered%
{ion. While reflineries

dwspiu: an
efnsump-
golng af
full (:apamt.y before the Arab oil
boycott, over 4 million barrels per

vears
in oil
were

day of refined o1l had 0 be imported
Add to this 6 million barrels per day
of imported crude oil, and obsoleie oil
tanker and port facilities were
strained to the limit. {Again, these
facilities have not been deveioped for
lack of profitabi )

Thus, evern before the Arsb oil
boyeott it - was clear: that if oil
\con‘mmptum inéreased at the expec-

ould he shoriszes in
th caused: by -the lack of
refmmg ca pdcxty and transpéitation.

¢ fages resulted-
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: Pe*t) nourgems apologxsts for capltal
-~ ism have: produced two seemingly contra-
V dictory explanations for the energy ecrisis.
One school\*arguea that “the shortage. is~
comparable “to an earthquake or. a
hurmume~iha}t it is a_ npatural disaster
for which n¢ one and no system ,is
o ) responsxhl : “Thdts life.” )
The-other school— —including pohtxcnma,,

—_— e - - the Commumst Party, .the__Socialist .
’ ) Workers Party, and others—disagrees. .
Tms school Insists that the crisis is the

* fault .of the individual grafters, manipula- .
tors, and misers. The logical remedy is to
bring these individual evil-doers to heel.
These two pitches have one thing in
| common—they-agree that capitalism as a
“System of productwn is not responsnble for

e mmvxdual capltahst “bad guys
_iFhes oil- companies which with-hold -
‘Ur(}dhcti()fl to force ;up .prices are not’
un 'y “crooked operators.

ﬁuimg class ‘which
‘way. The

destm} ing ﬁhe pen,y bourgeo
- which surround them? How do:
from the crisis as workers see'
the need to replace the rule of t;be,paras:tw
bourgeome with the international rule of
the working class?Here, the selecmon of
B . . slogans is crucial.

- i . (liDemand a shdwg scale of wages and.
hours! This slogan has been advanced and
explained in The Torch regularly since our
first issue (See, for exampié ‘the lead -
article-in this issue by T 1erry Shephard.} It
is the demand that workers be defended
agalnﬁ, inflation and unemployment re-

ORI

" capitalists’

ooy

gardless of the cost'to the’ bourgemSIe
(2.) Open the books of the fuel

"producers processors, and distributors to .
: . committees of workers, unemployed, and
- housewives!
“their “right” to industrial secrecy to hide
"+, their- own manipulations, hoarding, and
‘withtholding. By forcing the oil kings to
+ open their books to workers' representa-

g ble to monitor the
_journalists, and false revolutionaries like tives, workers will be a

The oil companies are using

- bourgeoisie’s - criminal ~ mis-use of re-
sources, and prove our assertion that

* ‘capitalism cannot produce the necessities
< of life but turns instead to speculamon.
- waste, and swindling.

" "(8.) Nationalize the oil-coal-fuel mdus
‘tries and plo,ce them under the supervision

of aworkers’ factory -committees and
elected industry- dee ‘production com-
mzttees’ ’

(4.Y ' Down with Nixon! I’or a qeneml

" strike to. force mew elections! Build a

revolutionary labor party! For a Workms’
Government!
Workers are today correctiy tying up

' «the question of the Nixon regime with the
inability of Nixon’s class to run society -
. generally. Once again, though, the domin-

ant_.tendency in the proletariat is to

_ narrow the problem down to Nixon as an

indiv ual rather than as a representauve

{We rgue the rieed for- a‘government of
orkmg class, the only ‘government

5 absolute]y crucial that the demand
tionalization—pointing to the inabil-
he - bourgeoisie to produce—be

- dire ly" linked to the demand for a
s government. Otherwise it will
into state-capitalist schemes in -

profitable industries are nation-

then supported by increasing
mposed on the working -class.

;,Thxs bourgems nationalization demand is
s - - designed to narrow the focus of working-
-class” anger and direct it into reformist -

channels. :The “bourgeois. nationalization

. demand has already been advanced by

Patrick Gorman, chief bureaucrat of the
Amalgamated Meatcutters and Butcher

i - Workmen...

We are not opportumsts ‘We do not try
to win workers’ hearts by snuggling up to
their current sell- out leaders. We reject
the : Workers' Leagiie declaration that
Gorman's “is the fir emand for socialist
policies ‘to deal ‘with® the energy crisis”
(Bulletin, : Januar front page). It is
nothing ‘of - the -
measure, one whith aims to solve the
problems‘ at’ the workers

Pe=hs

zation schemes must

“be attacked. Theip pitch-men in the labor -
movement must be’ \e\posed as agent,s of

,&hﬁ ruling ‘elass. ’

\auonahzatmn 15‘}3 eritical ne;essmv—‘ '

b{ titis the answer to the erisis.only under
a workers' governmient, and as parf of a
cmniﬁt plan."to
internationally fro
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Send letters to:
. The Torch, Room 200
- 13755 Woodward Ave. . ;
. Highland Park, Michigan 48203 -

FIGHTING CYNiCIsM B

Friends, L :

I received “a. letter from a good
friend of miney from days' past. .
- Admittedly drunk; his words rolled.
and tumbled with an uneven cadence.
Howsoever jagged his dialouge, his .
thoughts were crystal clear: Why (he
demanded of me) are things so
damned. You work your ass off, just—

“to keep even. Future, tomorrows,

beget new worries instead of new

hope. “But then," he -said, “as you
once said* Iife s but a  meager
existence.’

When, a decent worker of  this -
man’s, stature can- no longer find -

remark

Despzilr from such a cahn a].most

m the wage slaves. of the -

" world. It’s half way up the mounmm

a steel fence forbidding the Vrest ofj

tlcs 1$ unwarrante . ;
ndﬁfortv coples of your.
ue' 6fiThe,

-soIme Hrliatxon iunder%and xt but it -
does bother me. If it v«orks out the

‘International Socialism,

{name "
’\fit Orab O}uo

,LABOR PARTY

" Dear Ednor' )
- There was a major problem mth

Torch #3 (“Down With Nixon! For a-
Workers’ Government!). 1 felt that

.calling for a “Workers’ Government”

as a major s!ogan along with “Down
With Nixon” was a serious error for .
several reasons. First, it is -abstract
given that there is no mass based *
Labor Party or socialist party to pose
this. Second, because it is at this time
posed ‘at-the wrong time, it is as
_ultra-left as the Workers League call

"in 1971 for a general strike. It would

kave been e good slogan for Chile— a

then s re}v, change ‘must

Vbenevolent person’ is- more than a _}‘;\Reply:
5t of values destroyed It's a-

call for the L

ithheld by requeet)‘"‘

-West Coast longshoremen, UE;Na-
Transport

1’

workers government But the major
step. towards that is to push in the
unions-for the fo‘rmatlon of a labor

party and to demand new elections..’

I felt.that the headlme should have

"been “Down With Nixon! Organize to

Build a Labor- Party'" It would have

-more effectively’ pointed to an
alternative for the péople compared

to Workers League mechanical prop-
aganda for a Labor Party, or
Workers Power’s vagueness, or- the
Militant’s latest fad, the SWP law-

-suit. The article on:Nixon, when it got

down to alternatives, shghted over
the question ‘of how to organize and

*build: that political -alternative, the
Jlabor party Calling for a Congress of

Labor is also an abstraction. Let’s not

“fall into the abstra(mons of Wohlforth

& Co. »’

- Si’ncerely,
R.S.
Madison,.-Wisconsin

'The Watergate. crisis. provide‘s

revolutionary = socialists ~ with ~ the

opportunity to expose. the bourgeoi- -
sie’s strategy of ‘strengthening the
o central state apparatus as a weapon

St the prol thrlat This is not

pans of the Labor
€ It also

direction. The
a’rty and new

elections is

_ Instead, it opens the danger of a
mlsmterpretatlon of the crisis, in the

;behef hat it is simply a questlon of
“liberty and democracy”

-in- the
abstract and not one of a defense of

_ the prole tariat.

UNION BUREAUCRATS o

Ed}tor ," .o

In your book review [ of The Big
Swindle, The Torch #4], you write
“The sellﬂut,s to the. productivity
3 ]result of “the
failure of revolutio aries in the’ 30‘

‘and 40’s to win leadershxp in: the
'the Nixon article on the front page of =

tional Maritime Union,
‘Workers Union, which they had

‘mainly organized.

An easy answer as to why they.

 went phony is to. say they . were

Stalinists. Another - reason -is that
once elected they reneged on their

promise to -fight - for ‘“recall” of -

corrupt officials and to lithit their

-salaries to those of & worker in the

_live, act and think like

"Phe call for a workers’ govermnent :

‘ because it -
_provides no sucl :du’ ction

‘industry. '
Regardless of hxs revolutmndn

potential, my 39 years of observance
of trade uhnion officials convinces me

_.that only when a union official lives

like a worker will he continue to act
and think like one.
-N.C.

New .York City
Reply ‘
" You imply that the solution is to
“a worker.”
The real key is' program. In faet
workers hold all sorts of opinions and
act accordingly. A small but growing
number - live, act* and think as
revolutlonary socialists. ) :
,_It is the-task of revolutionaries to
win all workers to a program of
common defense of their own inter-
ests, to convince them through joint
struggle that in their own defense
they must overthrow capitalism and

. institute a workers’ government.

The Stalinists and.reformists like,
Walter Reuther hitched themselves

" to capitalism and-betrayed the fight

for revolutionary program and lead-
ership in the trade unions. Corryp-

“tion i$ a consequence, rather than a

first cause, of the betrayal of the
working class. - -

SURREALISM

Dear Comrade Editor:
Our movement has learned too
much from Trotsky on the. relation-

ship between art and revolution to

allow to .go unchallenged the devia-
tions contained in Comrade Derek
Hirst's review of “O Lucky Man” and
in his response to. the letter of
Comrade ‘Franklin Rosemont [The
Torch #3 & H4).

. The point: which- Trotsky, as the.
leading Marxist of his day, made time
and time again is that it is necessary

- to have the most open and friendliest

attitude towards artistic tendencies

~which arise in opposition to bourgeois

culture—whatever their weaknesses

or strengths.
The purpose of the Marxists in the

_field of art is not to command, not to .

order about, not to select one school
or movement as the official favorite

. and then-persecute all other tenden-

cies. Quite to the contrary, we favor
the fullest expression . of .all - the
various forms of ‘artistic expression
because, to the extent that they,

" along with the great artistic works of

the past, contribute ‘to raising the

cultural and social level of human .

beings they are laying the ground-

- work for the only real human culture

socialist culture.

Lenin, as Trotsky remarks in The
Revolution Betrayed, had personally
rather. “conservative” tastes in art.
Nonetheless, he *. .. remained po-
litically extremely cautious in artistic *
questions, eagerly . ‘confessing his
incompetence: . . and remained re-

“ ‘mote from the idea of converting his

hterary ta.stes inte Iaw ”

against
falk far

_directed
Hirst

The remarks
Surrealism by Cde.

" short of the positions ‘espoused by

~ attacking an
. fundamentally counterrevolutionary!

N

-Trotsky.

“ner" in the film shows that 1

The remarkably ill-informed
¢haracter of the review is carried into

~a deliberate policy of ignorance in his

response to Cde. Rosemont. s it not a
little distngenuous to deny that the
first article did attack Surlmlmn’
‘When Cde. Hirst writes thal the use
of the alleged “surrealist siyle in g
consciously .anti-revolutionary man-
he roots
of surrealism ‘have come to the
forefront in sharp- focus,”-"he is
artistic " tendency as

Is it quite honest to imply that if
Cde. Hirst were attacking™ Sur-
realism, then the quotation from
Trotsky tothe effect that-all the new
currents of -the day, surrealism
included, have not reached “fruition,”
would be a good starting point? The
facts are different. Trotsky.is making .
the point that bourgeois culture can
no longer eventually integrate new
currents “into itself-—this is the
“fruition” of which he speaks. Thus,
Cde. Hirst's own quotation argues
against him. Nor is it correct that
Trotsky was Aitd(kmg Surrealism.
Far from it. He had the friendliest
relations with the Surrealists and
many members of the. Surrealist

 mavement also were Fourth Inter

nationalists. .

But it’ is in the argument he
advances in regard to the Breton/
Schuster “Art Poetique” that Cde.

" Hirst's eagerness to “justify himself
takes on its most dangerous charac-,

ter. Cde. Hirst objects to the

-statement: “I have not imitated those

who a(:quiece to the desires of the
masses. * He characterizes this as

Mlittle exe epi a petty-bourgeois ideal -

of style, high dbOVP class "divi
sion. . ." Thus Cde. Hirst puts
forward the idea that the poet is
supposed to reflect the desires of the
masses. Contrast - this to Trotsky's
statement: “Personal lyrics of the
very smallest scope have an absolute
right'to exist within the new art. . .
No one is going to prescribé themes
to a poet or intends to prescribe

“them. Please write ahout anything

you can think of.”

The greatest poets of the revolu!
tionary past, Blake and Shelley, were
not responsive to the “desires of the
masses,” just as Breton was not and
just-as future poets will not be. Cde.
Hirst, in his subjective opposition to
Trotsky’s positions, - has made a
deviation, however unknowingly, in’
the - direction’ of “proleteult™ and .
“socialist realism.” -

Lo Fraternally,
Kevin Tracey

The ~ Revolutiofnary Socialist
League takes no position on- the
artistic.  questions raised- in " the

. dispute gver the Derek Hirst review

and -the attltude toward surrealism

" expressed in it. The views present;ed

letter, the.

in the Tracey letter, the Rosemont
Hirst reply and the.
original review do not represent the -
opxmons of the’ League .

The Ed:tonal Board
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workers have already been given
“temporary” or “indefinite” layoffs— -
and this is only for starters. Auto.
honchos, who earlier had predicted a
5 per cent to 6 per cent decrease in
sales for 1974, are now talking about
- a full 15 per cent drop this year. And.
.. the year is-barely.a month old! New
- car sales plummeted a full 18 per cent

as they are
from “the plants.

' dependent upen fuel
petroleum products

cutback n

In the last two months of last year
slone, unemployment increased by
more than 336,000 people! Nixon's
economist Huberi Stein has predict-
ed a jobless a

“for 1974. In huwar terms, this would
mean ancther L5 million weorkers

“thrown onto the streets. And even
‘this figure is far too low. “Private

. ari unemployment rate of 8 per cent’

:'workers. -

rate of about 6 per cent

economists” are already. predicting

and higher. The capitalists them-
selves frankly don't know how high .
.unemployment will go.

* _ Infact, workers are getting it from

both ends. Rising unemployment
reduces whole sections of the work-
ing class to utter poverty. The
employed workers are forced to

. suppert their "class brothers and

sisters thrown onto the street.. And -

. ‘'unemployment is used by the bosses

‘to beat back the wage demands of all

Mounting. upemployment is_com-
pounded :by uncontroliable inflation
.and sharply rising consumer prices.
vernment’s Consumer Price
PI) roseabout 8 per cent in

iwelve months ~that ended
ober. 31st. Food prices alone rose
¢ ‘than 26 per cent during 1973.
ting prices strip the meager
- wage ‘gains touted by sell-out union

bureaucrats. o imeaning.

probiems. facing the workers?
. The. heralded Supplemental. Un-
empioymeni Benefits (SUB} will do
little ‘to protect auto workers from

o Boie 0

The icy fingers of capitalist erisis
have reached into-every corner of
society. As the capitalists. and their
government tighten their grip on the

¢ . working class, one of their targets is

our children’s education. -

*. In'Gary, Indiana, the energy crisis

" shut off one-fifth of the heating oil for
“most:of the Steel City's classrooms
. during Neovember. Temperatures in’

00 the classrooms have been lowered

»‘and Gary's schoo! board has asked
. principals to prepare for a four-day

. school-week on a “stand-by” basis.

.. In December, the school system's

~outha, personnel.  Independent
truckers are being driven out of =
business as a direct result of the

gasoline allocation was' eut by one-
sixth. The shortage of fuel for'school
buses has canceled field - trips for
students.’ Beginning in January,

deliveries of custodial and instruc:

- tional supplies to Gary's schools. -
The crisis of capitalism is evi-

denced in Gary schools in another

major way. Members of the Gary.

. Teachers Union (AFT Local 4) have
seen the government’s budget crisis
hold their salaries in deep-freeze

rvelous “welfare -

trucks were scheduled to make fewer’

 Commissioners.

e

Al

.. office. : .

fbngteim layoffs;' Workers with less

.. than one year's seniority (the major-
ity of workers in some plants) won't
. even. be eligible for SUB benefits.

Eligibler workers who expect” to
receive up to one year's protection

" during layoff through the SUB plan

are in for a shock. The SUB plan,

- which is supposed to compensate

furloughed workers to the tune of
about 95 per cent of their regular
pay, was only designed for seasonal
edjustments in employment. - The
more money the auto bosses make,
the lower- is the rate that they pay
into the, fund. And there is a
maximum amount after which the

bosses pay nothing. This means that -

even in “good times” it is impossible
to buiid the fund to the extent needed
for a major economic downturn.

As of November 1st, SUB fund
assets at Ford and Chrysler stood at

-only 50 per cent to 62 per cent of

maximum funding. General Motors

since 1971. That was the year Nixon
slammed on Phases 1 and II of the
capitalists’ “New Economic Poliey.”

The starting salary for teachers in
Gary has been $8042 since 1971. On
danuary 6, 1974, members of AFT
Local 4 ratified a two-month contract
providing a tentative across-the-
beard pay raise of $250. It also

of-living aliowance. ‘

The school system is heading
towards bankrupicy already. The
board -does not have the legal
authority to raise real estate taxes on
workers’ homes (already heavily
burdened by taxes). Nor is it willing

utb assembly lines hit by energy ¢risis; auto workers head for unemployment

its, Teachers Freeze

-provides a tentative six per cent cost-

to raise the taxes of the capitalists—

in Gary, this means U.S, Steel.
Caught in this bind, the school
board passed the buck to the Indiana

State Control. Board.. The Control +

‘Board’s recommendation must be
reviewed by the State Board of Tax
It the salary  increase is n

Y o .not
approved, AFT Local 4 m i
Karch 15, - m - sf,mke "

had only 31 per cent of the maximum

funding allowed. Even at maximum
funding the SUB plan was not
designed to withstand a full-blown

- recession. And now, only one month"

after the first major layoffs, the
UAW refuses to reveal how much
money is left in the funds.

The significance of the SUB fund
farce goes far beyond auto. About 25
per cent of workers covered under
major contract agreements are cov
ered by one variety or another of
SUB funding. And of these plans auto
has one of the best. Of the nearly 2
million workers covered by SUB,
most will receive only a pittance in
the event of longterm unemploy-
ment. - :

Workers forced onto the upem
ployment lines will face a long, coid
winter. The Department of Labor has
slashed the administrative budgeis of

state employment services by 17per

cent, forcing a cutback in persennel
and services. Already some states
have closed offices in outlying areas.
More such cutbacks are ahead.
precisely when the need for employ-
ment services is growing daily.

MAKE THE BOSSES PAY

The capitalists are responsible for
today’s erisis and they must be made

to pay for the rot their own system
produces. Against the capitalist
program of unemployment and hLigh
prices the workers-must counterpost
their own program. 4 sliding scale of
wages and hours is needed to protect
workers from the bosses’ dual attack.
The only rational way to organize
work in society is to divide all work

equally” among available workers. -
- This can be aceomplished by forcmg

the bosses “to accept a shortend
workweek with no foss in -pay—J0

- kours”work for 40 hours’ pay’ .

To protect ‘themselves against

inflation and high prices, workers
- need the sliding ;
" reflect the rising cost of living

scale of wages 10
. ;?he

government's Consumer Price Index

) ¢ flect rising.
(CPL) is supposed to rellect .o =

prices, but it is controlied by
and the capitalist state..
Before workers can ac
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of world capitalism sharpen, the “Tooven 1o TS o
imperialist states move {0 sten uy; hod for itsown 1¢
‘their plundering of the coleniel ﬁ_nu ainists extend
semi-colonial world. In the . 5 ¢ the
East, Israel is charged by th ¥ suppe
" with punishing any nation rartiv ally
resists imperialism’s whole 1an ‘m Sy
of the region’s oil resources. 3 hc
If the Arab rulers wanf to rej g, 0%
any power and wealth for themselyec pend Miiy I
at all, they must iry to curh th o we work wi

Page 8

all-out ‘piracy of the impe are
Furthermore, if the Arab bourgesis »tmperiaif
: L o 2 =L wishes to retain any pmm'u] "1”11,{4? then the A
- 5 : . . at all among the anti-imperialis { forware
g ) ) N - ) H workers and petty bourgesicie revolutio
In- October, 1973, the ' Political Siaiemeﬁt Gf . the Centf ai Comm’t#ee 0§ it must retain this suppor% tok as the rm!;, s
S g ) : ’ feet—it must at least seem 1o onpose  Bsraeli and U.S.
the forward march of imperialian, Inurzmtimmlly

fears the anger and feels the pressure wm“%-w class te
of the Arab masses. - effort and te

Even when the Arab rulers-d ofty
to war against Yamc\
imperialist partners, their goals and
motives are far from those of the
Arab masses. The workers and
peasants fight under ihe banner of
democratic demands seeking ta e
cure for themselves a human
tence. The oppressed hourgeol
does so strengthen its own ‘;\A"I:e,r
ary rule. .

The Arab bourgeoisie resists Israel
and imperialism in order to inere:
its own share of the profits squeezed
out of Arab workers. The
bourgeoisie fights™ to arrange
better, less one-sided deal with
imperialism. At the same time, the
Arab bourgeoisie fights in h
attaining imperialist status for itsell
Finally, the Arab bourgeoisie fig
in order to prepare a permanent deal
with Israel without inflaming anti- |
imperialist sentiment- among the
Arab proletariat and pe »and
to distract attention from its own @
domestic crimes. )

Thus the Arab bout‘g\%me mis:
leads the popular struggle for nation-
al freedom. In this it observes the

I Committee of the Revolutionary ~ ' g2 2§
I Socialist League resolved to give no o the Remi”t’onary S@Ci&’ﬁgt League
i support of any kind to either side in ' - ' :
the Israeli-Arab war. This position
was fundamentally incorreet. It erip-
pied our fight to build an inte rpation-
alis{ pm!et&ﬂ‘m leadership “and to
win “the region’'s workers and peas-
¢ dnts to the. Marxist program oi
| sovialist revolution. |
In December, the Political Com-
tee remgm?ed its error and.
1 iself, voiing tc extend
support. to the armies of
my‘t and Svma in' the struggle
ot The Central

{or Israei
e the U
grole(ariat to pr
Blasses {rom joini
eir paid Israeli

e Egvptian and
‘¢ 'give them n
vhiatever. We do
evolutionary ¢
Upnort . their go
ot vote for war
Un the contra
orkers in advan,
Al heiray them
mperialism, will
seek imperialist p

elves. In the cou
#lemonstrate  con
Urgesis  goverr
aging thé anti-in
rd we thereb,

J § party armed with a socialist pro- fhe original pc

iperialist senior part-- gram—can complete the tasks of the resented in The
urope #nd the U.S. . democratic national revolution there.
Ina war waged between colonial or The Arab bourgeoisie will never do normal standards of behavior estah
. semi-colonial ' nations (on the one  so. It is too small and too weak, its  lished by all capitalist classes, even
: ‘hand) a pernahst states (on the  prowth and power stunted by the those of oppressed nations.

‘other) Marxists never stand neutral. overlordship of world imperialism. It The bourgeoisie, Lenin repeated
We stand squarely in favor of the  is much too intertwined with i imper- tirelessly, sees different things in
" anti-imperialist  struggle and the  jalism itself. It is dependent upon national freedom than does @hf’ 4
‘wars which'it’ produces.. We distin- imperialism and on the semi-feudal proletariat; its approach io wagl
guish sharply between war waged by  sheiks, both for economic support and the national struggle is alien to our

ation of politics
ms‘bs determme

; he ‘%mo utlonary

vas fundamental

2approach. | It re

¥

081 tzm toward
Trors in the Staf
with the most ser

imperialists and war waged agumst for defense against the down-trodden “What every bourgeoisie is out for in 3 The Statg&men
: .imperialism by its vietims. Arab workers and peasants. It is the national question is either Z1dt Israel is “a
; : e gr erial- PERMANENT REVOLUTION - much too frightened of the Arab privileges for its own ualin ?' mpﬂf?“ {mperiz
BT oo B ) A AND THE S0URCEOISIE workers and peasants ‘to really  exceptional advaritages for it. Leom @ state in i
- Imperialismi—especially . mobilize them in an all-out struggle  wrote.“The proletariat is npposed 10 ZE0ntrast, the Ar
e States imperialism—has the greatest ~In the epoch of imperialist decay,” against imperialism generally ' or all privileges, to all exclusiveness. ¢ G te world i
5 stake in defeating this struggle. Its = oaly the international wmkmg class  Israel in ‘particular. (The Right of Nations to SelrDeter ploited to the
: grip. on the straiegic sites’ and ~ 2R carry out the tasks of the . To break the grip which imperial mination) : Stael is tied as t]
7 r sources of the Madrﬂe East is dem?cmtlc“ﬂatmnaﬁ -revolution—in-  jsm has obtained on the Arab people; : Does this mean that Marit . the larger. W
B lenged by national liberation & ¢ luding the destruction of semi-feudal  requires the overthrow of all sections refuse to take sides in a war betweed tates against w
4 struggles. o * ruling classes and forms of oppres- o the Arab ruling classes and the  an imperialist power and a seriy & Hlere was a
e The role of Israel can only be. sion and the achievement of true .seizure of state  power by the lonial nation led by its bourgeo .2 correct co;
- R understood within this eontext. is"aei naaoml independence. The working proletariat, leading. behind ?t th ‘Do we equate the imperiall jist bou the Stateme
is an alen, imperialist prpaﬂ{a%@n in c‘a%s can only accomplish this if- it peasants and the rest of th " € geoisic with the - anti-mipe orialis ?*"F}WN to the Ar
the Vl{’ld}e East. Oceupying territory refuses to respect the sanctity of - bourgeoisie. There ean be n y 1? . tji struggle cu?rentw mis-ed C‘ the gthe war was
torn from the hands of the Palestin- capitalism itseli* but intead carries solutmn to the problemg I’gfmf‘ha * Arab bourgeoisie? _ Bdemocratic ajms
ian Arabs, Israel necessarily shares - out the democratic tasks through the  Middle Rast. The proletariat can i " Absolutely not! Such 2 po,‘c 5 leads ?P% ared. "On the
; ) the hostility of the S. ‘to alt  socialist revolution. . content itself with. na;row Homs to what . Lenm called “impel! jalist 'S ﬂgﬂzh not to
o . attempts among the Arab peoples to . This is the heart of Leon Tm*Sk} S.. programs but must instcad lnatlonaA economism”—using sectarian pAFaset i
modernize, unify, and regain- the theory of the Permanent Revolution.  way through  the antta ead- the fo cover a practical surt der 10
{‘/"‘rfﬁl’)ﬁ"‘ “1@}1{1:11&" theirs. The Russian Revolution . of 1917 struggle 'to the s Umpxte?amct elS pv orld domi ation. [ p .‘]a,‘ fGX‘ th‘
Ic:sme, is Wesiern ampenahsms provided the most St{'lkmg confirma- States of the Mi ddlnoga“% JUnited lmpena ism’s wo sraef in 1367 ‘an
junior partner, disciplining the semi-  bion of this perspective, ~ But while th; A bast ; pGRT Arab '
colonial Arab nations when they The Permanent Revolution is the - cannot destroy ?mpe:;hsx};og;%egme o MILITARY SUPRUE S
i Oes N

fhreaten to become unruly, Indeed, ~ ONIY strategy for Marxists in the. notd e o plats
X . . A ) are even try, it Wh h ling. C#&
10 edi ; I's . t cannot si ere the ru
30 ‘;mmm‘%ate s Tisra‘e'as need tg \5 ?_izj "Efﬂtq}faijb ’Onls the Arab  back and accept all .of xmtpe:apg sit oppressed nation is drives
suppress the Arab nations that its rorking class—led by a revolutionary dwzmes either. Asthe coﬁtram(‘mg;s gle against its Lmnern $
‘ e ' : K s 4 !

e &
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" Lenin §

to-Self-Deter- POl
’ ’ fisrael is tied as the smaller exploiter.

,jmperiaﬂﬁ &

poiiey 1eads

Teven in its own treacherous way
nd for its'own reactionary motives—

he forces of the oppressed nation.
Military support means that we
emporarily ally ourselves with the
bovptian and Syrian armies against.
srael-and the U.S.. We strive to
brganize our own forces to fight
ndependently, but if this is impos-

self. We are the best fighters
woainst imperialism, we attempt to
trengthen the Arab war effort, and
ve put forward the program - of
Locialist revolution and revolutionary
ivar as the only way to really defeat
<raeli and U.S. imperialism...
Internationally, we  mobilize the
forking class to cripple the Israel
war effort and to strengthen that of
Eovpt and Syria. For example, we
all for an embargo on all trade with
srael, if possible re-routing material
und for Israel to the Arab camp.
Ve urge the U.S. and European
roletariat to prevent their ruling
lasses from joining or strengthening
heir paid Israeli generals. -

. At the 'same time, we Temain
frreconcilably opposed to the rule.of
e Egvptian and Syrian bourgeoisie.
Ve give them mno political support.
grhatever. We do not paint them up in
frevoiutionary colors.: We -do not
gupport their governments. We do
ot vote for war budgets.

i On the contrary, we warn the
brorkers in advance that their rulers
il betray them, will capitulate to
mperialism, will sell them out, will
seek imperialist privileges for them-
selves. In the course of the war we
dlemonstrate concretely” how the
gourgeois ‘governments are sabo-
aging the anti-imperialist struggle,
fend we thereby accelerate the
glownfall of the ruling class.

|k The original position on the war
presented in The Torch #2 (“State-
ment of the Political Committee of
the Revolutionary Socialist League”)
as fundamentally ineorrect in its
gepproach. It refused to extend
Pruiitary support t6 the Arab armies,
falling instead for a no-support
fposition toward both camps. The
rrors in the Statement burdened it
with the most serious contradictions.
. The Statement correctly noted
§hat Israel is “a junior partner of

.

: %;;zerican imperialism and an imper-
aist state in its own right.” In
iconirast, the Arab states “remain
ied to world imperialism as the
lexploited to the exploiter—whereas

[*0 the larger. We defend the Arab

» gStates against world imperialism.”

Here was a correct distinction

7 §3nd a correct conclusion. Why then

141 the Statement refuse military
iSupport to the Arab armies? Because,
¢ war was not “a war

democratic aims on either side,” it
“declared. “On the Arab side, the war
¢S lought not to overthrow imperial-
1sm but to reach a more favorable
.FCOm'odation with it—for the oil of
| 1°c Sinai, for the territories lost to
. Israfel in 1967, and to strengthen the

Arab  states’ bargaining position
United

-a-vis' Israel and the

ates,”

‘}i;ﬁr_ﬂes are essentially accurate—but
eside the point. As Lenin explained,

[ eninists extend military support to,

Lible we work within the Arab army-

for -

The motives attributed to the Arab’

every oppressed bourgeoisie fights
for democratic rights in a capitula-
tory manner and even then to secure
“anltfrdemocratic “privileges” for it-
self.” . - ‘

_Every bourgeois ‘national ' libera-
tion movement- imevitably restricts
its goals to “a, more .favorable

accomodation with™ .imperialism—_
fighting only to surrender to imper- -
ialism on better terms, This is the.

‘bourgeoisie’s version”. of
imperialism'’s pressure.
But the key facts remain: it is the
- democratic right of the Arab nations
to regain territory stolen from them
in 1967 by imperialism—and, indeed,
to eliminate Israel as a state entirely.
The rights to Sinai's oil is part of this.
- We do not punish Sadat and
Company for their treachery by
granting them undisputed leadership
of the ongoing anti-imperialist strug-
gle, of the Arab masses. The
- treachery of the Sadats does not
permit revolutionaries to abandon
_the oppressed masses to those
reactionary capitalist leaders. In-
'stead we show the masses in struggle
precisely why they must eliminate
the Sadats in order to realize ‘their
own goals and aspirations.
Therefore, we attack the Arab
rulers for not fighting Israel in a
revolutionary manner, for conserva-
tism, for timidity, for capitulating to
imperialism, for merely seeking a
better deal with Israel rather -than

fighting

thoroughly smashing Israel and im--

perialism altogether. But we do not
attack the Sadats for fighting against
Israel in the first place.

Just as important, we must break

the workers in the advanced coun-.

tries from their own imperialist
bourgeoisies. This becomes all the
more important as the crisis of

capitalism leads to an increase in’

conflict between the imperialist
states and the colonial states, and the
bourgeoisies of -the advaneed coun-
tries, particularly"the United States,
attempt to set the workers against
the struggle of the masses in the
oppressed countries.

The Statement notes that “the

bourgeois nationalism of the Arab

ruling classes cannot accomplish
these [democrdtic] tasks” and that
“Only the revolutionary proletariat,
through the Permanent Revolution,
holds the key to the completion of the
democratic tasks of the Middle
Eastern colonial revolution.” ‘
This is indisputably correct. But
the proletarian vanguard must know
“how to. win the leadership of the
colonial revolution away from the
bourgeois leaders of today. This is
the role of the military-support tactic.
In the Middle East today, only this
tactic ecan place the Permanent
Revolution, the socialist revolution,
on the actual agenda—can transform
the Permanent Revolution from a

goal, a necessity, into a strategic.

- reality.

SECTARIANISYM AND OPPORTUNISM AN

The complete bankruptcy of the
no-support position is.most clearly
demonstrated ~ by the Spartacist
Lezgue. All this group can see in the
October war is “a conflict ‘hetween
.the chauvinist expansionist -appetites
of the Israeli and Arab bourgeoisies.

-

{Workers' Vanguard #30, 12 Qctobér -

1973). 1t is totally blind to Lenin's and
Trotsky’s distin¢tion between impeg—’
t

_lalist and colonial or semi-coloni

nations. Typically, the Spartacists
squeezed the last deadly i{drop of
poison out. of their position and then
injected it into the labor movement.
The. Spartacists’ favorite, the “Mili-
tant-Solidarity Caucus” in the Na-
tional Maritime Union, called on
Russian workers “to oppose Russiah
aid to the reactionary Arab states as.
we oppose aid.to Israel. .. .” Unable
to distinguish between imperialism
and imperialism’'s victims, the Spar-
tacists and their supporters retreat-

. ed-into a “third camp”’position—"A’

plague on both your houses!"—tried

to cut off arms to the Arab workers

and peasants, and abandoned them to
the tender mercies of U.S. and Israeli
imperialism and to the treachery of

" their own ruling classes. Lo

"As. usual, the Socialist Workers
Party and the “United Secretariat of
the Fourth International” contented
themselves with passive cheer-
ledding for the treacherous govern-
ments in Cairo and Damascus. They
cynically ignored the task of exposing

. the- Arab bourgeoisies in order to

carry the anti-imperialist, anti-Zion-

"ist struggle to victory.

The Workers " League and - the
“International Committee of the
Fourth International” claim to stand
for principled Trotskyism against the
chronic opportunism of the’ SWP.
Once again, however, the war in the
Middle East enly proved the WL to
be the “best fighters”—for opportun-
ism. .

Throughout the war, the Workers
League plastered its paper, the
Bulletin, with the cheapest, most
uncritical praise for the Arab ruling
classes. Instead of drawing the
sharpest possible line between the
revolutionary aspirdtions’ of the
"masses and the reactionary outlook of
their rulers, the Bulletin simply

- equated one with the other. _

On October 12, for example, the

¢ Bulletin’s front-page article on the

war is entitled “Arab Masses Win
New Victories.” The article declares,
“Behind the spectacular advances of
the Egyptian and Syrian armies is
the revolutionary movement of the
Arab workers and peasants, who
stand on the verge of decisively

reversing the crushing defeats of
1967.”

And again: “The rapid decay of the
Israeli army expresses in concentra-

~.ted form the weakness of world

imperialism—which Zionism
faithfully serves—in the face -of the
revolutionary movement - of the
working class.” Thus Anwar Sadat,
Kissinger's lap-dog and the- jailer of
the Egyptian workers and students,
becomes the instrument ‘of “the
revolutionary movement.. of the
working class!” o

The rest of the Bulletin's coverage
of the war follows the same wretched
pattern. Lenin and Trotsky used the

tactic of military support to expose at

every -turn the cowardice, the
treachery, the eriminal misleadership
of the masses’ bourgeois leaders. Not:
the Workers League! =~ ‘

The article quoted above is happy

“ just to sing the praises of Sadat and

his generals: “Egyptian armed units
have secured a virtually impregnable
beachhead on the east bank of the
- Suez,” sang the Bulletin. This, of
course, was before Sadat's generals
allowed the Israeli army to smash
through this “impregnable beach-
head” and occupy part of the Suez’s
west' bank! See how the Workers
“League shows the Arab masses the
urgent . need to overthrow their
rulers!

Again: "The crossing of the Suez
and the destruction of the supposedly
invincible Bar Lev Line [by Egyptl

. surely rates as one of the
outstanding accomplishments of
modern military history.” It was “a
tribute to the raw power of the
Egyptian offensive.” i

_And  still more: “The Syrian’
offensive has brilliantly bottled up a
large section of the Israeli army .on
the difficult terrain of the Golan
Heights.” Thus the Bulletin prepared
its readers for Israel’'s subsequent
counter-offensive in Syria which
opened the road to Damascus--a
counter-offensive made possible only
by Damascus’s entire policy--timid-
ity, compromise, and fear of
revolutionary mobilization of
workers and peasants.

By refusing to use the military-
support . tactic to expose:the Arab
ruling elasses, by choosing instead to
bathe Sadat and Co. in buckets of
honey-thick praise, both the WL and
the SWP strengthened the grip of the
Arab capitalists ‘over the Arab
masses. They held back the struggle
to win the Arab workers to <the
program of the Permanent Revolu-
tion and the construction of revolu.
tionary parties. Despite their claims,
the WL like the SWP gave -not
military support to the Arab ruling
classes but direct, unconditional
political support.

The Spartacist Leagye capitulates
to U.S. imperialism and Zionism
under cover of sectarian phrase-
mongering. The SWP and the Work-
ers League aid imperialismm through
opportunism, by surrendering lead-
ership in the anti-imperialist struggle
to imperialism’'s own lackeys, the

" Arab capitalists themselves.

The approach embodied in the
present sesolution is the only one’
capable of advancing the . class
struggle in the Middle East. It is the
only one which enables revolution
‘aries to combat imperialism without
prostrating themselves before the
Arab bourgeoisie..

the

. WARNING POR THE FUTURE

As world capitalism travels further
and further down the road toward
collapse, international wars will
become more and more frequent and
tightly intertwined with the class
struggle itself: By correcting its
original errors regarding the Gctober
war, the Revolutionary Socialist
League trains itself and its support-
ers to intervene successfully in those
future conflicts. Those, on the other-
hand, who have consistently clung to
opportunism and sectarianism during -
“this war have given clear warning to .
‘the working class of the disastrous
roles which they  will play in the
future; '

a -
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the working class,

to play one sector off against another.

By isolating and bredking the miners,

Heath Hopes?w break the resistance
of the working class as a whele.

The reformﬁs& bureaucrats . who

-lead the British: trade ‘union move-

ment have no stomach for *’ight*ng
Heath. Last year the Trades Union -
Council . (the TUCU—Britain’'s AFL-
CIO) issued pious ealls for unity while
making it clear that it would give no
real support to the workers who were

" fighting Heath’s re-introduction of

- Len Mutray's

Cont'd. from p. 1

the t,mde union mgvement, th, TUC:

in fact; capnu}ated to Heath’s stra-
tegy of isolati ng individual unions
and picking them off one by one..

* The TUC hacks have already given

ample notice that in the present crisis -

they intend to follow the same road to
aceomodation and defeat. The Eeono-
mist, spokesman for big business in
Britain, has welcomed TUC leader
Wllhnvnes% to cooper-
ate behind the scenes.’

The reformist- leadership of the
NUM itself strengthens Heath's hand

spits in the eye of Jthe rest of the
British proleiariat, Vl«rurorslv denies
that it fights for class-wide gozus,
demand greater wage n\)os for
e]f ulonc calling miners a . Sp?( 12l
case.” ) R
At present, the Trevolutionary
forws in Great Britain.represént only
2 small .and jsolated section of the
working clasc The fragmented char-
acter of the workers struggle,

" widespread demoralization as a re-

sult of the TUC sellouts, combine to
isolate the revolutionaries still fur-
ther. To win the support of advanced

workers in Britain, to build a

revolutionary party, the first task of
revolutionaries is to break-out of this
.isolation, to find a road to the masses.

revolutionary

workers that only
for a

socialists can advance and I
strategy whic h will unify and defend
the working class.
Tactically, this requires Hacm»t
empha sis at first on.limited, defen-
sive slogans and demands. Revolw
tjonaries must make the miners' fight
thc focus for a class-wide mobilization

of self-defense. Concretely, they must

initiate a campalgn in the werking
¢lass to foree the TUC to call 2
general strike to defend the miners.

This campaign cannot be limited to
revolutionaries; it must draw in as
many workers as possible. To this
end, Councils of Action must be
formed throughout the country fo

Cont'd. next page

‘wage controls. Refusing to mobilize.

- -

Ren Taher, Nat al Secretary of t
maim“Leazzue ”nah“ses the nature oi' he
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On Nevember 28,

ers and their supporters-
.demonstrated outside of De-
protesting
the UAW's purchase of Is-
raeli war bonds. While out-
side demonstrators picketed

~and chanted anti-imperialist
inside UAW chief

slogans,
Leonard Woodcock pledged
his support to the Israeli
imperialists to the pleasure of
the arch-Zionist Bnai Brith
audience. The Revolutionary
Socialist League participated
in the demonstration, and
over 90 copies of The Torch
were sold. -

In December, nearly 7060
Arab and black workers at
Chrysler's Dodge Main plant

received disciplinary warning

notices for shutting the plant
down on the day of the
demonstration.” Their union
leaders have not only refused
to defend them from the
company, but have launched

their oWwn attack on the

protestors in the UAW'’s
newspaper, Solidarity.
A few days after the

- November demonstration,

two Torch reporters met with
a group of Arab workers and
students at the Dearborn
Arab Center to discuss the
war in the Middle Fast.
We . asked Monther, a
voung Palestinian immigrant,
whether he thought the Arab
leaders were fighting in order
to liberate the Palestinian
penp%e in the present war. He
d “&;th(;ui hesitation:
A bso meh not The Arab

Hﬁ ad‘ d mt %ada

show

1973,
more than 1,500 Arab work-

“Monther noted.

;\*3&\ ulti
ready -
I‘tv.OIl}wOﬁ in .

the advanced

moved against Isme in Oc

tober because of the pressure

of the voung soldiers who had
been continually mobilized for
war for nearly seven years:

“People have been on.the
canal for almost seven years,”
“They did
nothing and they do not even
have orders to protect them-
selves if Israeli airplanes
bomb them. The people really
got tired of that. When Sadat
visited students in Cairo and
Alexandria, they said, ‘You
release our friends from the
canal or you let them fight.
We won’t take this. Our
economy is getting worse and

worse.” Sadat was pushed by.

his own people to fight.”

One of the Torch reporters
noted that the Palestinian
resistance organizations re-
peatedly failed to oppose the
reactionary Arab ruling
classes and governments, in-
stead depending on these
governments to lead the
anti-imperialist  struggle.
They tried ‘to make perma-
“nent deais. ‘non-interfer-
ence’ paets with these
reactionaries. Monther re-
called one such pact:

“Fatah has said a lot of

_times that they are not going
‘to interfere with the Jordan-
ian government at all. ‘Just
whatever they want us'to do,
‘we Will' try to settle with
_peace’ ‘and love. We are
brothers.” ¥ But any such
alliance between workers and

: Lhebmzv‘gemsw between vie-

im$ and their executioners,
ely to JI“OGS ed.

Husseln

d\\u(}a,;m
d foster hostii-
iestinians and
s. . September,
1.4, confident that he had
“sueceeded in keeping Arab

© workers m* ‘f!&d Humﬂm e

SSION
WORKER:

‘cent, “rg*}mw‘nge T

dered his. troops to- fire
mercilessly on the Palestinian
refugee camps, killing 20,000
and foreing the fedayeen to
their knees. That month,
“Black September.” as it
came to be called, proved
once again that-such deals
with the bourgeoisie can only

" be on their terms and to their

advantage. As Monther said,
“Tt just does not work out.”
We also asked opinions
about Russia’s proposal for an
“independent” Palestine re-
stricted to the West Bank of
the Jordan River. Here the
response was unanimous.
Everyone -saw through this
imperialist attempt to create
a Palestinian puppet state.
Any such puppet state would
actively subvert a revoiu-
tionary struggle for Palest-
infan liberation. As Monther
put i, “This is just a
gambling game. Who'll be the
losers? The Palestinian
people.” Another worker
noted that, “We'd be com-
pletely dependent on imper-
ialism just to feed us, let
alone militarily, and to give
us jo‘aq ” Monther added,
“This is just the way they
want it. But the Pzlestinian
people won’t accept that.”

Throughout our discussion,
these Arab workers empha— i

sized the need to win the
most oppressed Israeli Jew-
ish workers to the struggle

. against  Zionism. One com-

ment summiarized ﬁ“ﬂr atti-
tude:.

“Sixty -per .cent of “the

Israeli population are Arab.

Jews, The Furopeans, 40 ner
e is a
prn*ﬁmﬂ or Israel in “the
future, ne tor us. The ,:fif‘d}}
Jews will feel eloser to the.
Arabs i the future perause
the way they live and johs.
vhe,—’ve é 1. it ﬁ terribie Over

nere in Israel.”
ih{ Arabs or the Jm S

Whether ﬁ'}i
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Lager . st
in bringi
‘;f",i(‘i
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1"‘5\"{ Ub‘Gz)'fh v
nd fight for a
v and defend

ves, d;)n‘ﬁmtmt on's,
ized Job
d Toxnﬁ ize worker at all levels
e the ] to dbandon its
tory policies! caill a general
and CoRNVEne an emergency

ngress, of “abor to organ-

uires placing
mited, defen-
inds. Revolu-
miners’ fight
> mobilization
:Iv, they must
the working
IC to call 3
i the miners

be limited to esL c,emertb of phb BI’E ish w or:\mb‘
t draw in as : They will Have unnrecede 1ted
ible. T *his. riunities to pauently explain
on must be ir over-all revolutionaryprogram

s country to heir fellows’ propagandistically.
E—— , sheuid, these tactics succeed
t'o. mext page
aCiiln,

ome tomorrow's agitation.’

STRATEGY FOR DEFENSE

G;m:m, e class strugg!e
el in July, ?2‘"

f@reéeded b}’ \large-
ma%, energetm agitation, cen-

ering around action slogans, all
. hmmg on ome and ‘the same
pc int. S,@n antatzon cavx fead te

i it revéals after probmg,
tm ihe masseSthave already

if the masses rise,
ong ihe workers

Should thp 'fzampalgn ‘pmv* suc-
> anger and

:.iamﬂd% Jle Cozmcﬂa of

¥ I‘LC top - WOJL&
ves. First, it might
blétariat’s’ den‘anac

ay, Second, it might
decide to call i@ generakb strike—in
order 1o dedfuse the masses' anger
ad then sell oug the strike on the day
afterward, :
- The first espcns«s Wodd weaken
the ' posi of the
immeasarably. The ‘Councils of Ac-
tion would mzﬁlply 4n pumber, size
aud sirength. Depending on the .
Bt ensions” of |, this growth, revolu-
tionaries weuld then have to judge .
#hether fo demand thét the Gouncils
themselvés sssume leadership of the
workers' mevemsent, bypassing the
TUC tops and ealling and leading a
" §eneral sirike on their own. .

e tb‘?ii‘ 4‘5‘1;5'

cent of the
»n are dirab

" strike only in order to betray it,
British revolutionaries would re-em--

maintain and strengthen the Councils
of Action—warning against the
TUC's inevitahie ¢ ireachery, demand-
g tEat the a.,ﬁi»ﬁhs ‘take over

aI‘d
actions, The  Councils

g\’i,ag the class as a whole into
today’s propaganda can be-

“soligarity of the mass of

TUC tops-

Yithe TUC retreats, calisa generc.n g

phasize to their comrades-the need to

The British rtéjiing class ts blaming nifners for the crisis of decrepit British capitalism.

day 1:0~day control of the strike
movement Lne‘mse]ves.

er case, the appearance of

=

se the question‘of’ leadership in the
working class.: To&strengthen the
Councils and :sgive: them national
direction, revolutionarjes would call
on yh m to )mk up, patan&lly and

Couseils would organize the defense

of the strike’ movement against
-~fascists and-police provocations by
organizing flying  squadrons and
" defense committees. To talk about a
general strike without preparing the
workers to defend ‘hemse?ves is
criminal pacifism.

If the general strike takes place,

vuth or without the consent of“the
TU’C General Couneil, revolutionaries
‘will” then advance more offensive
slogans, urging that they be made the

" demands of the strike 1t‘;e‘£ “Down
with the Industrial Relafions Act!
Down’ mth the - Tor 193‘ Labour to
’ mer
OA

uhorarlec will Pha!angé the

‘Labéur Party to take power—to form . _
* a government—with the openly stat-

“ed purpose of exposing uabour
class-coilaborationism once and § ior all
to »h{)
ist illusions.
In deing so rewlutmmmes will put
¢ “forward their own interpretation to
‘the slogans of Down with ‘the Tories!
mbo&ar to power! They will urge the

] womers who retain reform-

uneils of Action immediately

. workers moy ement to demand an-end -

. te the Ind s*’rxa% Relations Act,
das:cne'} tg erush the powerful
British shop stewards movement,
- They will demand an end to wage
- controls, to “austerity pmgrarns, 7]
~ the entire apparatus of Tory reprﬂ&
sion.

_Revolutionaries will gmr‘& out that
ﬁ*e Hezth offensive is not merely the
“strategy M’ the (,mzservatlves, but is

a - N o

the strategy of the xulmg class as a
whole as well as of its lackeys. They

remind workers that the 'thx)m
Party opened this offensive, that it

" was the Labour Party which intro-
duced the restrictions now codified in -

the Industrial Relations Act, that it
was the Labour Party which iniro-
duced wage controls.

In Ca“l‘lg for the Labour Party to

“take power under the gun of the

general strike, revoiutzonanes‘mll
wipe ‘but the workers’ final illusions
ir*Labour Party reformism.

"PROGRAM

The general strike will give

revolutionaries untold opportunities

to present a revolutionary alterna-
tive to the crisis of ecapitalism in
Great Britain. They will urge the
strike movement to adopt as its
demands the sliding scale of hours,
the division of

work among  the -

Ling-

guards in

“the revolutionaries would still

{v)

w;u:m
Heath's sk

nati 'un
ConLro

h(; ﬁ; 300 \* 4)‘
‘workers. against
inflation; the
“industry under workers

theé placing of alveady nalionall
industry ingthe b the worlers
management. This  program  wil]

hudqe the gap-between the workers'
immediate demands and their solu
tion . through the creation ol -a
revolutionary government Lo carvy
out the socialist organization of
production. :

It is impossible to ﬂﬂiﬂn. all the
possible turns which events could
Jlake under the conditions outlined
abhove. The Heath governmént might

respond to a general sirike by
dissolving Parliament and ealling
new . elections, hoping to divert

proletarian militancy into electoral
polities and” daring La.bmu' to take
power. .
On the othex hand, Hea-m couid
very well choose the {actics ¢f blood K .
and iron, expanding his campaign of o ’
repression, breaking up picket lines -
and workers' meetings, jailing strike
leaders. Britain's army of occupation
in northern Ireland remains on .cail. < -
The  need for workers 7 defense
such circumstances would ; -
become a central focus for revolu- ) '
tionaries” agitation. Events would be
telescoped. The question of new
elections  would recede inte the
background, and a direct conironta
tion between Heath and the Couneils
of Action over who riles—duai
‘power—would shape up. The only
slogan at that point would be "“All
power to the Councils!”

+

FORWARD TO THE PARTY!

Whether the propesed campaign
suceeeds in producing a general
strike or not, the campaign itself will :
open up the greatest possibilities for L
today's small revolutionary forces to
expand in size and influence. Even if
the NUM and TUC roformists are
able to derail the sirike movement, .
have -
demonstrated 1o the advanced work
ers that they alone were ready to
propose and lead a serious fight -
against Heath and Phase Three. The ’
struggle to build a revoiutionary
party in Britain would take a major
step forward. o : .

ALS0O AVAILABLE N S.’?AN?SK ;
Eﬁsyuuimt Besks,
~ 160 Morth: Halsted Street,

CHILE: |

Hov«x#he Revéim‘m -

m'Agam | B

wasbeimyed B DR ‘
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Two debates on the class nature of

* Russia and the Stalinist states were B
held by the Revolutionary -Socialist - -
League and the Spartxcxst League in .

-November and” "December in- Los
Ange es and New York.

The view presented by the Revo-
lutionary Socialist Leagae Central
Committ;ee,,members Eric Olsen and
Jack _Gregory, speaking in Los

- Angeles and New York respectively, *

was that Russia today is a state-cap-
italist system, as are the Stalinist
states in Europe, China, and Cuba,
etec. This is the only view fully
consistent with the.Leninist under-
standing of the epoch of imperialist
decayand. with Trotsky's theory of
Permanent Revolution. The Spart-

_ icist League, in contrast, holds on to

what is specifically incorrect - in
Trotsky's ideas—the view that Rus-
sia remains a degenerated workers’

 state simply because -property is

nationalized—in order to abandon the
core of his outlook, the idea that the

- "proletariat led by the world Bol-
" shevik party is the. only and indis-.
. pensab e mstrument for overthrow-

ing capitalism:
“The fundamental Marxist prinei-

ple concerning property and the

property’ forms," Olsen said in his
presentation, “is that these simply
represent- the political and legal
reflection of the basic relations of

production, i.e., the relationship ,

between classes. Property has no
meaning cutside of that class rela-
tionship of production.”
What is private property? Not the
ownership of the means of production
by se‘parate groups of capitalists.
What is “private” about the bour-
geois property is that it is held as the
property of the bourgeoisie as a class,

- out of control of the working class. As

Marx stated, the means of production

“become capital as'soon as they have |
-to be advanced to the laborer by a:

third person, and this is the case from
the moment when the laborer owns
nothing but his labor-power itself”
(Theories of Surplus Value, 1, 58).
This is so whether the property is
divided among individual capital-

~ ists—the particular historical form in-

‘which capitalism orginally arose—or
held collectively by the bourgeoisie
as a class. Marx and Engels under-

stood the possibility of such a system, .

which would remain capitalist despite
nationalization.As anels wrote in
Anti-Duhring:

“The modern state, whatever its
form, is an essentially capitalist
machine; it is the state of the
capitalists, the ideal collective body
of all capitaiists. The more productive
forces it takes over as its property,
the more it- becomes the real
eollective body of all the capitalists,
the more citizens it exploits. The
workers remain wage-earners, prole-
tarians. The capitalist relationship is
not abolished: it is rather pushed to

' an extreme.” Private property is first

and foremost a relationship between

Jproletariat and capitalists, not the

relationship between capitalists.
“The same point,” Olsen went on,

“is true with respect to economic .

planning. By posing the question in
the petty bourgeois. fashion of
Proudhon, ie., as the zbstraet

‘the law of value.

questlon ‘Is there economic planmng

_in the USSR, the Sparticists refuse
" to approach the- question from a

materialist standpoint. The real

- question is; what is the class content.

of the economic planning? That is,

what is being planhed, who is

planning i, why is it being planned
that way, in whose interests, for
what ends, ete.? Anyone who ap-
proaches the question- from that
standpoint, the Marxist standpoint,
will'readily recognize that the Soviet

"Five Year Plans are capitalist plans—

i.e., plans whose very purpose is to
accumulate capital through the ex-
plmtatlon of the - alienated labor
power of the proletariat, through the
domination of dead labor ever hvmg

. labor. And thus the bureaucracy is
necessarily a capitalist class since it -

represents the personification of
capital in terms of its relatnonshlp to
the proletariat,

“What then defined Russia after
1917 as a workers’ state? Just
this—that it was the dictatorship of
the proletariat within Russia, which
was seen as the beginning of the
process of creating the international

_workers’ state.”What made Russia a

workers’ state was not the fact, in
and of -itself, that property was

nationalized and economie .planning

undertaken, but the fact that, first,
this was done by the workers
themselves through the organized
vanguard of the Bolsheviks, and
secondly by the fact that it was
consciously done as part of the

process of furthering the interna-

tional workers’ revolution.”
Despite the existence of the

‘workers’ state, Lenin warned that it

was impossible to ignore “the Rus-
sian and internat‘onal markets with
which we are connected and from
which we cannot escape.” Within
Russia it was possible only to gain
time while “our foreign comrades are
preparing thoroughly for their revo-
lution.” Given the incompleteness of
the world revolution, Olsen argued,
within Russia-“the fundamental basis
of production remained production
according to the. capitalist laws" of
motion, i.e., production according to
. 'Even the
state-owned industries were required

- to ’produce accordmg to the law of

value.”

What was, for the workers ‘state,
the social ‘law of the surrounding
capitalist world imposing itself on the

workers’ state, became through the

restoration of capitalism the internal

law of Russia and its class relations.

Originally 2 weapoen of the proletar:
ian vanguard, the state property was

torn from the vanguard’s hands and -

became a weapon of exploitation as

the vanguard was .crushed and the
workers’ state -destroyed. The con-_

solidation of the bureaucracy as a

a

- byChnsHudson

Spartac:st League Revnses Marx1sm

'oc:|a||st Revolution and
State Capltallsm

rulmg class began in . the struggle

against and the. defeat of the
Trotskyist Left Opposition, 1923-27:
It continued as the bureaucracy
constructed and .consolidated the
capitalist economy in 1929-33, the

perigd of the first Five Year Plan and

forced collectivization of the pea-

. santry. It was. finally completed in
the period of the Great Purges which'

rooted out of the CP all existing and

"potential nuclei of opposition to

Stalin’s rule and thus completed the
destrugtion of the proletarian revo-
lutionary vanguard that made the

_October Revolution.

Finally, Olsen emphasmed “if one

understands the basic Marxist no- -
‘tions: of the nature of capitalismh and

the nature of the dictatorship of the
proletariat. the rise of state capital-
ism-in China, Cuba, etc., presents no
problems of analysis.

“Bneﬂy, given the correlation of

class forces internationally following

World War II, with the smashing of
the world . revolutionary workers’
movement, it was possible in a
number of backward countries for the

leadership of national movements for

liberation to be seized by sectors of
the petty bourgeoisie around a
program of capital accumulation and
industrialization through nationalized
property and economic planning.
Given the weakness of the comprador
national bourgeoisies in many of
these countries, along with the
political quiescence of the proletariat,
it praved possible for these petty
bourgeois movements based upon
peasant upheavals and military con-
flict to carry out a political revolu-
tion, smash the existing national
eomprador- bourgeoisies, and put in
their place a new bourgeois class
organized around the nationalization
of property. This analysis is not only

a clear and logical explanation of the-

historic events, but is also the cnly

one which does not in '‘any way

contradict the fundamental Marxist

. principles concerning the nature of.
capltallsm and the workers revolu-’

tion.”

The same cannot be sald of the
Spartacist position, presented by. SL
Central Committee membeérs Judith
Shapiro in Los Angeles and Joe
Drummond (thh a little help from
his’ friends) in New York.

As presented by Shapiro, the mode
of .production in the USSR is. a
workers’ state because it has “a
natxonallzed and planned ecopomy,
and this mode -of oroducl.xozl Ab

umquely smted to the rule of the
proletariat, and to it alone.” Instead

of analyzing the property forms as
the merely formal expressions of
specific class relations—the Marxist

method—the SL ~infers the social

relations from the property forms.

When it came to -describing. the.
' nature of . planning, -

“proletarian”
Shapiro as expected retreated into
middle-class moralising. Planning
“represents the triumph of con-
sciousness over anarchy.” It repre-
sents, in the USSR, Cuba and China,
“a qualitatively higher form of
rationality.” “Planning, no matter
how poorly done, is consciousness
triumphing; in that sense, it.belongs
to the working class in the future.”

Comrade Shapiro should know that
Keynesian economic policies under

monopoly capitalism also constitute a

form of economic planning, although
“‘poorly done” to be sure. Does this

form of planning, or does bourgeols R

natlonalllatmn, represent ‘‘con-
sciousness triumphing,” or does this

. kind of planning merely recreate on a
higher level the contradictions of
capitalism, which flow from the basic .

production relations? Comrade
Shapiro’s praise for planning is
correct only when it is the workers’
dictatorship that plans; used by an
alien class, planning represents ir-
rationality, the irrationality of capi-
talism’s domination over the working
class. To Comrade Shapiro, however,
planning is above the classes; the
viewpoint of petty-bourgeois theories
from Robert Owen to Eduard Bern-
stein.

The Revolutjonary Socialist
League presented a concrete analysis
of the law of motion of the state
capitalist economy. Jack Gregory
summed it up in New York: “The
bureaucrats cannot escape the Jaw of
value, which is really what plans in
the Soviet Union.”

In other words, where productlon

is for the sake Q} accumulation, where

the workers are paid in wages just

_enough to live and reproduce (that is,

at their labor-power’s value), where
production of means of production
dominates over the production of
means of:consumption, and where the

méans of production are held pri- -

vately from the working class—there
capitalism dominates as does the law

" of value, whether there is.a “free”.

market or not.

Though they called the Russxan
economy “a very specific mode of
production,” the Spartacists were
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@nvtmng ‘but  specific about what

made that economy tick. In faet, the

; bDaFfd(‘iSBS came up Wluh four {count

‘em, four) dxffeI‘E"‘lt answers te this
juestion.

Tudith@hapzro ax’gued that the law
of value did exist in the USSR, but
was contml}ed by the plan.. Prices,
, “do noi have to follow
when the plans
choose not to, but’they may also

,choose to.” (Her example was that
‘ ihe planners mlgh :

let the market
ietermine the prices of 1-ply vs. 2-ply
oilet napﬂr/}Jﬂe Driimmond in New
ork, on’ the" oth hand, Dboldly
declared, “We do not at this time
have a prooramma ¢ position on the
law of value in ‘the Soviet Union.”

- [League speakar Jack Gregory then

t}omted out, “The SL says “We do
now that the essential laws of
capitalism ‘do epe'ate in the USSR,
but we do ‘hot know if the law of value
viously to the SL, the

: essentlai law of

C’Hair'nah ‘James Robertson who now

- Sprang to’ the floor with Spartacist

Line No. 3: the law of value operates
in distribution, not production. By
the time the report of the New York
debate reached the pages of the
bpar‘aclst.s newspaper, a more cau-
tious Line No. 4 had been devised:
the law of value “continues to operate
i sectors. of the Soviet economy,”
though = which sectors were ‘not
1dent1ﬁed. {Workers Vanguard, Jan.

’ 4, 1974, p. 3}

Challenged to identify the law of
motion of Soviet economy, the SL
speakers umd later Workers Van-
guard) cooly rephed that there is no

iaw of motion in the USSR herc the

Spertacist analysis -comes kissing-
close to that of Max Shachtman. It
was Shaehtman who argued t‘;a»
without the free market there was uo
»M of value, that there is 1:0 wage
labor in the USSR (Sh iapire tekes this
vosition). that there is no law of
motion, and that the purpose of
prodiction inthe USSR was s
Cproduction of use ,a.uex"
’," reaueraey {Now Tt ,,?W,,J.,mm
vov.Dee. 19525,

'/’TH'EOF‘«

Surviver,

SMILGA
Shot Shot ~
STALIN, ALCNE, REMAINED. These 24 constituied the
central committee of the Bclshﬂvx}: Party in 1917, The fate

°D¢es the Spartacist League, which
accepts Shachtman’s particular posi-

" tions on -trade-unionism, war, the

Proletarian. Military = Policy, = and

numerous other questions, also agree

that  “production of use  values”
applies - in the USSR? Speaker.
Drummond - did: state in New York
that bhacmmans theory. in more
s than state capitalism!s theory
takes into acccunt the naturé of the
Soviet economy.” ®
The Spartacist’ speakeru in the end

-produced no analysis of the Russian

economy. Nor did they produce an
of \tahmsn outside the
”SQR. ‘But on-this point they did.
reveal their own ‘unbridied Pabloism.
“In Russia, in China, in Cuba, in
Eastern Europe,” acecording  to
Drummond, “the bourgeoisie was
amasned they were sent packing,

their state smashed, and the mation-

alized pr’)penv forms ﬁHed up that
vacuum.” . ;

- Vacuum? In class war? And, by
wkat class was all this done? In
Russia, we know, by the proletariat,
led by t ¢ Bolshevik Party. In other
countries, according to the SL, it was
the petty bourgeoisi, led by Stalin-

- ists. Bul ‘this .is the theory of
“Pablo—that the Stalinist parties

under “mass’ pressure: can “roughlv
outline a 1evslutlonarv orientation,”

that they are “blunted instruments”

of revolutionary socialist leader-
ship—doing the job badly. but still
"owgﬂt 1t is hostile to the theory of |
Lenin<and Trotsky, who saw the
petty bourgeoisie as capab‘“ 0; either
following the p:ol#ta”ia or following
the bourgeoisie, but never of smash-

g the C"p]fd.]SL state and putting 2
workers' state in its place. Tnat for
enin an Trr‘ukn was a-task which

i;il :ipaw ‘ng elzss could m”ﬂl
under Bc\ ishevik leadership. -
Oh well, who's picky? Echoing Pablo,
ve {48 ‘)ﬁap}m put
lized propert;
rd so “13*’ sm and h}?t
i

the Spartac
it} that

KAMEBN
Shot Shot

s,
ZINUVIEY.

‘S’E‘ASQO\ UDZERZHINSKY.
quappeared Dead

revolution, for sméshing'éapitaiis}m

‘and expropriating the bourgeoisie;
- for making the working class the

ruling ¢lass!!! For Marxists, nation-

* alized property can only be a step {or

even a half step) toward socialism
when the capitalists are expropriated

and the means of production placed in
the hands of the working class. Only
the working class can do this. If not,
what were Marx and Engels doing?

Why their- polemics with Proudhon,
with the Utopian Socialists who
argued thai the. “cooperative com-
monwealth” could be brought into

being by “wise men" for the benefit of - .

the hdpfess, xgn@ram masses”? If-
Marx and Engels were wrong, as the
SL in fact n.ah,tams, the proletariat,
the revolutionary partv,
International ail become simply hice
ideas, morally
terially u'mecessawwa typical petty-
bourgeois stance. In short, the
bpartamatc toss Marxism out the
window. o

class pr

the Faurth-

demrah‘e but ‘ma-

BASNIN
Dead

BUBNOV SOKOLNIKOY
Disappeared In Prison’

of each, as it was known inearly 1838, I8 recorded beneath
the pictures. )

After the death of Lenin, the
Stalinists seized Lenin's incorrect
theory “of the “democratic dietator
ship of the proletariat and peasantry”
and used it as theoretical justifieation
{or the counterrevolutionary policy in
China and-elsewhere. Similarly, alter
World War 1, the' Pabloites seized
Trotsky's ineorrect theory that Bus
sia  still remained: o degenerated
workers” state and used it to cut the ~
revolutionary heart out of Trotsk:
ism. In deoing so they boewed to the
ssure of the petly bour
geoisie on the working c¢lass in 2
neriod of working-class retreat. The

‘Pabloites destroyed the revelution.

ary Fourth International. But “orth
odox Pabloism” was only the mast
extreme and consistent expression of

_these class pressures. The Spartacist

League is one of a number of
groupings which have fled from the
most blatant atrocities of Pablo while
brazenly defending Pabloism's meth

- od.

Revolution and a,,»phes it to the
esalrzed and the pel

|

4 strong-man rule~is e amined in this contexi. The Pf;!rhw! Resolution marks an j.
{ important step forwabd in, th st*ugg]ﬁ to reconmrwﬂ ihe F ou—th International on & |
{
i
i

revolutionary program.

F@undz

The Plitical Resolution” passed 2t the Founding Convention of the Revolutionary
Socialist' League is now available to readers of THE TO
League's work in. 1973-74, the Resolution &mphhe‘- dw theory of the Permanent
< United States. The prese ‘
el crisis of the WS, suling class-

Political
Resoluﬁon |

c#fhe
Monvemaon
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. of our oil reserves
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Cont'd. from p. 3

of sufficient profit for the oil industry .

to build” refmerves dev)er‘ately
needed -

Dom il production followed a
similar patiern: The aetual known oil

reserves in this. country total close to
300 million barrels, but the actual .

“recoverable” reserves are listed at
less than 40 billion barrels because
the oil ipanies consider it unpro
fitable to bother with the remainder,
whose production cost is too great, In
fact, lack of “investment in - oil
production has meant increasingly
obsolescent equipment, whose - ineffi-
cieney in turn makes more and more
“unrecoverable”
se of too great production costs.”
emjmdus ry, however, does see

her prices
stry consultants writing in,
Liw Wall St;reez Journal of Dec ember’
26, 1573 happlh -announced,
lars per 'barrel price increase
have the effect of
oil -reserves.” The oil
{eel even more ctrongly
the. price of natural gas.
-matter where'o

I ﬁa:ked on

a.:

o s:ac'rease prices 1o
rate oﬁ' pmfxt-»m the
: »fw massive
n the sl*ma

ry's over
: difficult to

ing it mor

dss
i
hat Shaf{§3~
in states

- government
“A few

eir own lack

ital an iowerma, the .

" new stv'atsbgy Fitzsimmons.

g run down refi mngs :
pomt whe”e ol

with “the strongest environmental
restrietions. Colorado, the state with
the toughest controls, was hit hard-
est last winter. Industry demands for
higher prices to avert shortages were
stepped up 1ntense;y <,

NEXON

This campaign met with 1mm9dmte'
success, Last April, Nixon removed
price controls on newly-discovered
natural gas, “abolished. gquotas and
tariffs ‘on imported oil, and {(most
importantly) suspended the environ-
mental controls in the coal sector for
at least Lwo years. In other words, he.
legalized strip mining for the inde-
finite future. This fall, before the oil
boycott, successive price incréases

granted in oil amounted to-a 40 per

cent rise

in the price of erude oil.
The  price

increases and
handouts paid huge
dividends to the industry. In the first
nine months of 1973 profits scared 47
per cent above 1972 industry-wi ide.
This only whetted the appeum of the
ravenous oil magnates, who de-
manded still hlgher prices and larger
profits. -
“The oil’ compame‘; had brought up
olli ng interests in” nuclear en
dnm coal corporatlons Uwy

6. ‘'was.  even
onse was. to
condemn the b}ocka es. Then he ran
1o th’a’wngton ‘D.C. where Nixon
covered  him with praise, saying,
‘Well we got the’ blﬁekades ‘down,

“proud of ‘the fact 'that Nixon has

reedgnized hin as the cl uef cop inthe

iabm‘ mov emen

S
% prormse to
f)ght for a wage reopener for
over-the road drivers in - order to
regain the cut in pay caused. by the
lowered speed limits is phony as well.
" The magazine reports Fitzsimfions’

d “fought” for a.
es per hfm? speed’ lin

mctead of 55 mph. The leader of the_ ‘

largest and most powerfl.i union in-
this country went to Congxess dnd
- fought 7 Lo soften « cut i p{z o

_ comparable

other

prices

inilated Septens
stil half

per barrel, oil v
as thése methods.

Into this picture came last Octo-
ber's Arab boycotts. Refinery short
;s would ¢ mednt  some’ oil
shortages this ter in any event,
but the boycotts accelerated the
process. . Saudi-Arabia has. cut back
production by about-3 million barrels
per day, Kuwait hy 1.5 million, and
other Arab producers have ¢l back
e amounts. The shortages

; cheap

do exist:

.The Arab governments know that

within two or three decades thLiI oil
reserves will be fully depleted.

* They're anxious to get the most out

of it while they can, and also to
stretch out the length of time before
their oil"is completely gone. Produc
“tion cutbacks and increased prices
serve both of these needs.
" But while the oil companies didn't
engineer- the oil boyeotts, they've
been eager to take ddvantage of the
opportunity they've. been handed.
This is the price increase they've
been demanding for so long, and
they've used the chance to double the
price of doméstic erude (to $7 per
barrel). Thé panic situation gener-
ated by the Arabs made the price
increases possibie, and the oil indus.
try helped the - panic along by
overestimating the shortages by
millions.of barrels per day. .
The result of the new round of
price inereases has been to put the oil
com;mn%es in the driver's seat. With

oil selling at $7 per barrel, nuclear

fission, coal gasification, and shale oil
production are competitive. Now the

83507

Can NSe fi
1 these se Ve
years. 3’mi‘§ts are o

they've b
past few

from increased prices, and oil w
- the U5, that had been abandoned for
have now  bee

b

fack  of !
reopened. inéreased domestic
produgtion and new forms of energy
“under their control have eased the
industry’s fear of Arab expropriation.
Qnee more, their control over energy
is complete. .
What ‘will be the ultimale social
cost of the oil barons” drive for
" increased profits?. Already- millions
throughout the world have been
~thrown out of work. A world-wide
depression looms. Should the capita

ists manage to avoid depression, the

savage inflationary increases and
pollution brought .on by
energy ecosts will s p(wrhr wd a perma
nent inroad on the pmsc tariat’s living

standards.

WORKERS' SOLUTION: REVOLUTION

The potential exists for cheap en-
ergy, as the potential exists for
qualitatively raising the living stand-
ards of the working masses in this
country and throughout the world.
Just as @ohu energy lies undevelop
ed, ‘processes in other
areas, processes that together could
forever free mankind from want and

" exploitstion, lie dormant because of
low rates of profit.

There is only one solution for the
proletariat: the abeolition of the
capitalist system  and its profit
hunger and the establishment of the
rule of the working class—socialism.’

g

TORCH reporter talks to ﬁtni’mg Teamsters in Detrmt Lecal 337 struck for-two

L - f

weeks to defemi union nghts

' rega

Fntzsnmmons openly demands the
working class bear the cost of the
energy erisis. “Hzgher prices will
ly effect the poor while not
having much effect on the rich. And
to that 1 say, we all got into it
fugether-a—»rxch and poor alike and we

all should get out of it mgeﬂxer

believe what we i
d to 2 Universal 60 mile speed
limit, addresses itself d:r‘ectly to the
problem of fuel conservﬂtson, while at
the same time coming together with
dllle Ame ncanprﬂ neiple affazr play for
12 .

he IBT propose u;; .

-program of action for: the workmg*

. Congress turned a deaf ear on this
lackey, but the mtembership of the
Teamsters must. continue their flght
for a reopener in the contract. With 2
revolutionary leadership, Teamsters,
could lead the labor movement in -
reyersing the contract -deféeats of
1973. The explosiveness of the owner
»perators will be reflected within.the
working class. By posing the solu-
tions to today's crisis with a clear

class, the Teamsters could channel .
explosiveness into 2 ﬁgH for aH
> exploited in Vhls society. ;
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%m@ md zhe dxrty work for the people
BanF rancisco whose civic leaders
cf* of 51ﬁy liberals. The

y the hberals

track down a
aniac-killer-
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mage justice where the San Francis'
t pokice d@parfmenf wouldn’t.

Kow, two vears later, Impvcmy

Harty Callahan reappears in Mag-
rur Force.  “Magnum” refers to

- Zarry’'s gun. The movie opens with
B -

ience staring into the barrel of
gun while Harry impresses us

eould blow your-head clean off.”
What follows is murder after
mm’»’*er—m corrupt labor ‘leaders,
’iz”x teers, m*ﬂps, and their associ-
2les. They are all shown as filthy

Swine who deserve to die, Somebody

Cressed like a cop is filling them with
%ad from a Mamum.

15 it Harry? No. This time Harryis
Zf taking the iaw into his own hanas
Sow it is a group of rookie
CPs — ex-servicemen and skilled
Tarksmen under the direction of a

at the top of the police
S—Wwho dmng the “dirty
" for the people of San Fran-

T . s
These cops and their le der are

arv, lascivious and (%('“dmt
place-in the world,” erooned
‘the president of Habitation
Lieclere, a new fabulous fun
spot resort hotel for the
bourgecisie and their lac ‘keys
locatnd in Haiti. For $150 a
day, guests receive a
bungalow three black ser-
vants, meals, liquor and a
chauffeured jeep.

‘Meanwhile, just cutside the
rmort Haitians with an
average annual income of $80
live in shacks which equal the
world’s worst siums for
squalor. Ruled by the whims
of an absolute dictator, “Baby
Doe” Duvalier, the natives
are kept in 'line by his
personal assassination squad
{known as the police) and the
state religion, voodoo.

The boundary between
these two worlds is a stone
wall studded with broken
- glass. On opening night 2,000
Haitians stood outside this
wall to watch. the rich enter.
One 15-year-old was run over
by a limousine.

The party crowd inside
included. government officials

from  around the world;
American TV and movie
hacks (George Hamilton,
Alexis ‘Smith, etc.), real
estate shysters and almost
the entire
class! “Finally Haiti has

something no other couniry

has,” beamed “Baby Doc's”
sister while Jooking around
the resort. What she meant-to
say was thai finally Haiti has
what every other country has
always had. . . .

American guests were
quick with the “but the
natives are really very
happy” line. .One, who
insisted that he “can't stand”
povertly in the U.5., said,
“Lionk, here the people are
smiling. If nothing eise they
can always pick fruits and
vegetables when thev get
hungry.” .

A New York socialite,

‘decked out in a glowing bib of

imitation diamonds, chimed in
with, “It’s tropical poverty as
opposed to cold poverty,
which is mueh worse.” Which
doesn’t keep her kind from
building ski resorts in the
midst of French-Canadian

‘Haitian® ruling.

“‘uster Doc” md &hug grunt
‘over “unique” resort.

shantytowns

Who are the financiers 10r
this new well-guarded {an-
tasy- land? A bank, the

“Agency for International

Development (the U.S. “for-.
eign aid” bureaucracy), the
Baron Edmund de Rothschild,
a prince, and the king of
shoot-up-and-let-it-be rock,
Mick Jagger.

of Harry Callahan had to

#h: "This is 2 Magnum 44, the most
- #owerful handgun in the world and it-

frustrated Wth justice hrouwh the
courts. . This® }ogﬂ cop squaﬂ is
infected-with the same purpose that
motivated Harry himself before, but
this time Harry aims to fight the
vigilantes; The new Hapry says: “1
hate the goddam system- “but until
somebm’a comes along with some
hsmges that maké sense 'l stick
with it.”

Why

<t

has Harry chémged? Dirty

Harry was a reactionary fantasy,

where evil was r?presbnfed in a

‘qnvle hippie eriminal. To wipe it vut,

e he-man hero had to go outside a
swt@m vthat was  hamstrung. by
liberalism. b )

In M gnum fjrw erime is nel
localized in one character. If's like a
emrﬂadmw social “disease. True, the
prime vietims of the pw o-fascist ¢op
gang are still “rotten” eriminals. But
their lawless crime-fighting leads th,
cop goons to ‘iom a veteran police

fmer to blow up Harry's partner,
md te try to x'i Inspecier Harry
himself. .

Harry asks, “When the police start

becoming: their own executioners,

where will it all end? .

Today, the system Is i trouble.
The men who made Dir ty Horry pull
back from the logical consequences of
the first dirty Harry's vxglia.nhsm
Violence outside the law- is 100
threatening, “right” or “left.”  So,
Harry guns dewn both dark-com-
plected piane
COpS.

But we don't root for Hdrr"'

bacauss he protects and up}"o Ids the
system. Tnp audxenc is maae to
approve of his new “valdes” oecag&e
he is the stud with the big gun.

& + o aXis on
Wagnu foree ‘S i
-fm, o tupne. We. are pulled

"
threugh the movie by the exciling
LY

hi ]?Jlk( rs and \Lg a’wte‘r‘

nmmmmmmnmmmmm‘ PSR

motion of vioience-—not by any mor al
theme.

The quick and brutal murders of
the hideous and self-satisfied eriminal
element are thrilling. Even more
thrilling 1s the final chase in cars, on
foot, and on motorcycles. Eastwood
puiverizes one of the gang, drives
another into the ‘bay, and a steel
heam smashes through the face of
another. Finally Harry's commanding
offizer, the ringleader of the gang
ge. s blown to smithereens by a homb
originally meant for Inspector Harry,
After all this, Eastwood says, “A
man's gol to know his limitations.”
He's referring  to the carcasses
around him. :

At the end of Dhrty Harrys

Inspector Callahan tossed his badge
into the same waters that the bealen
hippie maniac was floating in. He had
no respect for the law. and being a
cop placed too many limitations on his
big gun crimefighting.

For today’s Harry, the limitations
aren’t with the law that coddles
criminals, but with the vigilantes
who go outside thelaw. However,

"Harry's change of heart doesn’t make
“him a “Soft liberal” hero. He's still

the hero because he's a stud—and the
cop gdng are effeminate punks. He's
the herc because, he ecarries. the
Magnum 44 and the “punks™ use oniv
the Magnum 357. The bigges: i
still the winner, and the winner this
vear “sticks with the svstem.”

G*ui Never Again!;

) 12 issues fer $1.00.
) 26 issues for $3.00.
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