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-aumber of union chiefs @

By Terry Qhepha d

_On Thursday, August 16, UAW Secretary-Treasurer Emil Mazey declared
war _on radicals and union militants as the UAW leadership massed a thou-
sand man goon sguad outside the Chrysler Mack Avenue Stamping plant,
breaking up a picket line that was keeping the plant closed.

Two days Varher William Gilbreth, a supporter of the Workers’ Action
} been fired after leading an zttempted walkout, returned

Movement who h

to the plant and sat on a conveyor line to protest working conditions. When

plant guards rouste
ds to the hospital.
The guards’ dttack sparked a sit-
in, led by Gilbreth and other mem-
bers of WAM, who occupied the
plant with about 70 supporters
throughout the night, They were
only driven out the next morning
after Gilbreth and a key supporter,
Clinton Smith, had been arrested.

him, he defen

ded himself with a pipesand sent two

This action was the third in 2
series of actions which have closed

individual Detroit Chrysler plants’

during August.

_ Earlier, two workers at_the Chry-
sler Jefferson Assembly plant, Isaac
Shorter and Larry Carter, seized a
power cage and refused to leave

until (1)1 Chrysler fired a foreman-

who had -been harassing workers
with racist epithets and (2) the pro-
testers were granted amnesty. “The
audacity and imagination shown by
these two militant workers, forced
into individual action by the do-
nothing UAW bureaucracy, caught

-both the company and UAW hacks

completely unaware,

Their victory, won with the help
of hundreds o‘f"mppcrte’ri who re-
fused to allow the company or po-
lice to remove them from the power
cage, provides a small glimpse of
the tremendous potential contained
in a national strike of the Big Three.
Their action is only a tiny sample
of the revolutionary energy and ini-

tiative suppressed by union tops,

- who fear class stmgg}c like the
.plague.

Two weeks after ~{he Jefferson

" take-over, a wildcat strike broke

out at the Chrysler Forge plant in
Detroit, triggered by unsafe work-
ing conditions, the firing of 12
workers,’ and the reinstatement of
a foreman, . )

But by, now the company and

“the union were prepared. Chrysler

refused to meei the demands of the
strikers and got a court injunction
outlawing the strike,

Doug Fraser, UAW Vice Presi-
dent in charge of Chrysler opera-
tions, made a tour of thé plant and
discovered—surprise! —that it was
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The Chicago demonstration wasg
based on a handful of safely vague
slogans: “Imrmediate Tax Reform,”
1d a Peacetime Economy,” |
i Job Training,” and “Halt
onary Prices.” The demon-
stration received the se
val from such loyal cf
capi itzlism as the Urban Leazue and
fk.; \AAFP -
"This Jlemonsiration comes as|
italism’s attack on the workingg
reaches a new stage. Inflation
long ago ceased being s “problem”
of capitalism. It is now the cutting
edge of capita u'sm’s assault on the
oletariat
According to the Department ©
Agmcﬁture for example, foodg
crices rose fifteen per cent between .
June 1972 and June 1973. Afterg

ized by the
Economic Jt ;

The Coalition is 3 new organiza-
tion. 1t was pasted together cv a

rights leaders” who are firmly tied
to the capltahst Democratic Party.

inchxde Leonard

Woodcock of the UAW, and Jesse
*“Black Capitalism” J,a\,kaon of Op-
eration PUSH. The supporting cast

includes Jerry Wurf of the Ameri-
can Federdtion of State, County,
and Municipal Employees: Patrick
Gorman, secretary-treasurer of the
Amalgamated Meat Cutters; John
Coleman, president of the Building
Service Workers Union; and Albert
Fitzgerald, head of the Unit‘ed Elec-

Its “stars”

Tuly 18%h, w hen the govemment S
freeze on most food items was
lifted, prices shot up another 60 per
cent! Nixon's “Phase Four” pro-g
r s many more such gouges like
this to come.

As prices have shot skyward,
total wage and benefit increases
delivered by union ‘tops are down
compared to last year. The settle48
ments negotiated so far in 1973
have averaged increases of only 7
per cent. The average increase in
1972 was 8.4 per cent—one cent
more for every dollar last year thang@
this year.

Meg;}whﬂle, the “boorm™ econo-|
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Jackson on the hustie.

mdeed fﬂthy 4nd unsafe to work in.
- “Unfortunately,” he explained, he
couldn’t help the strikers because
their a c tion was ‘unauthorized.’
But he would be willing to author-
ize a strike for sometime in the
future if only the workers would

" return to work now.

At a stormy special meeting of
striking Local 47, the 500 workers
present
whether or not to go back to work.

The strength of the pro-strike -

feeling there is all the more impres-
_sive sinck the meeting itself was
rigged against the militants. Fraser
held it, for example, at the hau of
Local 212 to.make it harder for
the rest of Local 47Ts workers to
be there.
But cven safeguards like h:s
weren't ‘enonsh _for Fraser, who
“wasa™ about 1o acGept  the ¢asi

pline of even a raeeting whick he

had rigged himself. “You can’t
make an illegal strike legal,” he
arrofantly announced, “by just ask-
ing people whether or not they

- wantto go back to work or not.”

In lower right with Rep. Conyers, Michigan Democrat.

#| crs got his meaning,

{ “I'm glad we’re on the
| Earlier, Dirty Doug the bosses’ cop

To make certain that the work-
Fraser sent a
UAW goon squad down to the
plant gates the following morning
to disperse the picket line and
drive the strikers back to work.
This action was a dress rehearsal
for the gigantic club-wielding goon
squad that descended on the Mack
| Avenue Stamping plant to break
the strike and beat up dissident
workers.

The 1000-thug squad used to
smash the Mack Avenue sit-in, or-
ganized by Fraser and containing
virtually every key member of the
UAW leadership, got compliments
from the commander of the local
5th Police Precinct, who declared,
same side.”

had loyally warned the company
that, “'If you surrender to.this type
of tlackmail, there is no end to it.”

@ Now he quipped that Chrysler had

“lost its manhood” in 'the earlier

B ) ¢ f ferson takeover because the

company had made concessions to
the strikers there.
Fraser, on the other hand, just
W‘himpus and whines whenever the
auto bosses stamp their feet! This
cynical scab—protectorof the
bosses’ interests-—-will bravely mass

la thousand goons and thugs {o~

break a workers’ strike but is never
quite “man” enough to fight for
even the most basic needs of the

funidn members.

Totop off his sickening '1erform—
~contd. pg3 .

split nearly 50-50 over-

“Manly” Doug. .
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But illness is not yet deaﬁi Far from it! As the spectre of death ap-
proaches, the bourgemsxe becomes more feroclous than-ever. It instinctively
knows only one “cure’’—to prolong its own'life by feasting on the life-blood
of the working class.

For this reason, the struggle against capitalism today is literally a life or
death question for the proletariat. And in the United States, this is truest
{ all for the black workers. h ‘
Black workers in this country stand at the center of the class struggle.
They have always been the chief victims of capitalist plunder. In capitalism’s

mounting assaults on the working class as a whole, black workers have always
borne ‘the brunt of the attack.

But the class struggle has two sides. The proletariat does not concede
defeat without a struggle. And in recent years, the black proletariat has
fought back with more courage and more determination than any other
section of the U.S. working class. " This, de:pzzﬂ ity miserable sell-out leader-
ships. p

For the ruling class this calls for desperaze measures. At all costs, the
- capitalists must prevent the black proletariat from leading the entire working
class—black and white—in a full:scale. counter-attack against capitalism.
Black workers must be isolated from the rest of their class and broken, tamed.
The youthful bourgeoisie’s idealistic cry was “Liberty! Equality!  Brother-
hood!” Iodav s-bourgeoisie believes on!v one cynical slogan: “Divide and
co:quer

Determinéd to victimize black workers, the rmmg class today thinks over
the different tactics open to it.

. First, there is the “liberal” pian. The IiberaL capitalists rely on their
quick wits and quicker tongues. They promisg.black workers “‘improvement,”
‘advancement.” In return, black workers need only give capitalism and pro-

~capitalist demagogues their undying loyalty.

Behind the honeyed words and black masks stand the bitter reality. The
liberal capitalists have nothing in stere for black workers but treachery.
“Divide and conguer” remains the key. They put the black jobless to work—
as slave labor} In New York, black welfare victims are forced to work with-
oui union: memaersmp at sub-union wages in union shops—to drive down the
pay and conditions of the =nionized. The liberals shed crocodile tears for
nnes ¢
“ capitalists’ weil—p»axf ‘black " agents can mobilize the confused and misled
sgainst the striking unions.

And as black workers are reduced by their liberal “fiiends’ to a sub-human
existence, the Jesse Jacksons march them up and down Chicago’s sireets
under empty slogans, hoping to keep black anger under control.

¥ Blach - wheneéver city workers (like teachers) go on strike—so the .

N X . 7 K ) g ) L
_ Alongside the liberal plan stgnds another, the plan of the “‘conservstives.
The conservative capitalists do not believe that black workers can be suc-

- cessfully tamed and used: with sweet promises. The conservatives prefer sim-

ply to terrorize the black prolstariat by mobilizing against it a racist coalition
of small’ businessmen and the most backward-minded white workers.
Screamilig “about the “rights of the majority,” the conservatives in the
ruling class demand that welfare be scrapped, police forces “unleashed,” and
the ghetioes by turned into true concentration canips.

Nixon is now testing the waters for this strategy. Georgel Wallace is bolder
and more frank. And in Cleveland, the shock troops necessary to carry out
this plan are growing. The National Socialist (Nazi) White People’s Party now
openly marches the streets of Cleveland.

Those who believe that the liberals are somehow “better” or “closer to us”
than the conservatives make the most dangerous mistake. Liberals and con-
servatives differ only over tactics. Their basic interests and loyalties are iden-
tical.

To raise the proletariat—and black workers in partlcu]ar——out of its misery,
capitahsm must be destroyed throughout the world. Supporting one section
of the ruling class against the other omy plays mto the hands of the oppres-
sors:

More and more workers——especnally black workers—are commg to under-
stand this. The interview in this issue of The Torch with Detroit sit-down
leaders Larry Carter and Isaac Shorter makes this clear. .

To break out of capitalism’s death trap; these revolutionary black workers
must join with their brothers and sisters among the Spanish-speaking and
young white workers, Through this alliance; black workers must take the
fead in the struggle for the socialist, revolution. They must become the
firmest champions of 2 counter-attack aimed at the ruling class—a counter-

attack which marshalls the entire proletariat in its batallions. And this
counter-attack the black workers must lead through to the end—until the
capitalist class and its state machine are finally defeated and broken up.

Every revolution has its vanguard, the most clear-eyed and courageous
fighters. In the socialist revolution, that vanguard must be organized into
a disciplined Leninist combat party, modeled on the Bolshevik Party which
led the Russian Revolution of 1217. In the United States, black workers will
make up a huge proportion of that partys

The Revolutionary Socialist League has one purpose: to razise up the
banner of Leninism once again. In the U.S., we dedicate ourselves to building

the Leninist party that is so urgently needed. And in the struggle to build .

that party, we recall the words of Leon Trotsky—written over forty years
age——«d never more compelling than today:

To the black worker, Trotsky wrote, to* capitalism’s most brutally op-
pressed slave, “belongs the decisive word in the development of mankind.”

Black workers will take the lead .in the fight for the socialist
revoiution!

liberals stir...

my produces less and less, Shor- capitalist politics. The Coalition’s
tages are notorious in basic food slogans and the rhetoric are aimed
m;m, raw materials, and other at weakening the workers—most
goods. City governthents are now imporeantly, the black workers.and
finding they cannot locate anyone poor who suffer the most at capi-
to manufacture chlorine for their talism’s hands. The idea is to reach
water! And the banks are clamping these workers, mislead them »with
down on credit because, they say,
the economy is producing foo from a real attack on capitalism,
— and hook them up to a dog-leash

5|

This is the price which we are held firmly by the Democratic
payingsto keep a rotting capitalism Party. P .
alive.  And le the bourgeois Then, while thé Woodcocks and
economists arg“ newspapers confess Jacksons sing the workers sweet
they understand none of if, they lullabyes, the capitalist class and its

state—commanded by then, the lib-
erals hope, by someone like Edward"
Kennedy—will confidently proceed
_with the task at hand: cutting the.
workers’ incomes, swelling the ranks
of the unemployed, and doubling"
the work-load of those who are per-
mitted to work for the capitalists.

pradict worse and worse ghead.

© The Woodcock/Jacksen Coali-
tion for Jobs arv‘ Economic Justice
aunched-to-fight -
against the economic crisis and ¢ e
the government’s anti-working class
policies. In fact, the real target of
the Coalition is not capitalism or .

_ment.

"working class.

promises of reform, head them off )
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This is the .steel fist ‘which the

velvet glove'of the liberal rhetoric’

and slogans barely covers.

This strategy is not new. In
Europe it is called the “Popular
Front.”” In Chile, it is called “Popu-
lar Unity.” Franklin Delano Roose-
velt -called® it
Later on it becameknown as the
“Negro - Liberal - Labor Alliance,”
and the Democratic Party was its
home.

In recent , years, the “Negro-

Liberal-Labor Alliance” was virtu- .

ally destroyed As the pressure of
capitalism’s crisis increased, the dif-
ferent parts of this “Alliance” split

. The black population—espe-
cmlly black workirig-class youth—
broke out of the Democratic Party’s
control and surged to the Left.
Many white workers bolted for
George Wallace on-the Right.
.collapse of the ‘“Alliance” was
sealed when the liberal politicians
admitted that they had no answers
at all to the economic and social
rot.

So the ball passed to Richard
Nixon’s “conservative” wing of the
ruling class. Nixon doesn’t like
_velvet gloves. The naked steel fist
is much more to his taste. His
answer to capitalism’s sickness is a
straight-out, frontal attack on the
working class, and especially upon
.black workers. Instead of liberal
and cjvil-rights slogans, Nixon uses
patriotic rhetoric and racist appea]s
to smooth his way.

But now Nixon too has dropped
the ball. After Viet- Nam, patriotic
blustering doesn’t accomplish what,
it used to. And caught with his

“The : New Deal.”

The -

 members

hand in the till and his ear to the
wiretap, Nixon can’t sell himself
anymore as a noble defender of
“the American way.”

The end result is that Nixon and
his gang have no authority at all in
the working class and are therefore
unabie to ease through a successful
attack on workers. The capitalists

.themselves. ‘understand this very

well. Last month, the New York

- Times ran a poll of the top cor-

porate executives of the country
concerning Watergate. The ruling
class chiefs told the poli-takers that
their biggest worry was that it
would make Nixon unable to put
across his economic programs to

‘the country.

With no one at the wheel, capi-
talism in America threatens to run
off the rodd. A new driver is need-
ed. = And-that is .exactly the job
which the liberal Democratic poli-
ticians are again applying for.

The “Coalition for Jobs and
Economic Justice” acts as the agent
of the liberals. The purposes of its
demonstrations is to corral angry
workers and herd thesr back into
the Democratic fold. The rhetoric
s “just for the suckers.” Leonard
Woodcock, for example, made clear.
once again: last month just which
master he serves when he threw
a thousand goons against UAW
sitting-in -at Chrysler’s
Mack Avenue Stamping plant in
Detroit. -

The Coalition has two more sup-
porters: the Communist Party and
the Socialist Workeis Party. In
many ways, these two groups are

involved, Because t’hey style theme
selves “révolutionary,’ T their enthe-
siasm will convince some that the
Coalition is a very radical operation.

Avrid that is exactly the job of the .

CP and the SWP. Historically, the
Communist Parties of the world—
since their degeneration under Sta-
lin—have been the biggest boosters
in the labor movement of pro~
capitalist Popular Fronts. . The
Socialist Workers Party has reached
its present size precisely by serving
as advance-man for Pemocratic Par-
ty politicians in thesanti-war move-
Today these “‘enemies’ are
joining forces in a bigger and better
carhpaign to bind and gag the
American worKing class.

Beneath differences in rhetoric
and style, both “liberal” and “con-
servative” capitalists have basically
the same grim plans in store for the
Both wings of the
ruling class- aim at breaking the
back of working class militancy
and taking the price of capitalism’s
‘survival out of the backs of the
workers. McGovern/Kennedy and
Nixon/Wallace disagree -only over
how best to accomplish these plans.
That is why Kennedy could hop

down to Alabama in July and

praise George Wallace as a brave
defender - of “democracy without
batting an eyelash.

Those in the labor and black
movements who do the public rela-
tions work of the capitalists-are the
deadly enemies of the working
class. The smoother they talk, the
more dangerous they are, They
must be exposed for what they are

There is only one way. which the
working class can put an end to
capitalism’s crisis without "attack-
ing its own survival, Capitalism
itself must be smashed, to splinters
and replaced ‘with ‘the .rule of .the
working class: -socialism. This can
only be done by building a revolu-
tionary party and then winning the
working-class masses to that party’s
socialist program. The revolution-
ary workers, in short, must win the
leadership of the working class for

. themselves.

Freeing the working class from
capitalism’s misery ‘means freeing
the workers from capitalism’s huck-
sters.
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into a_étwork and elect a central,
- leadership body to coordinate the '

rking<lass offensive.

p Victory will not, be won_until
4 pitalism and the capltalxst state
are smashed — until the network of
workers’ committees, under:the
leadership of a revolutiomary party
gathers all political and ecgnomic.
power into its own-hand§"and con-
stitutes itself a workers’ and pea-
sants’ governmient.

A revolutionary program is not

drawn up or carried out by reform-
ists. Despite his rhetoric, Allende
is the sincerest friend of Chilean
capitalism He dares pot take

serious measures against it. When

~he_is finall;

t “law and order”
and . workers’ revolution, he will
knife his working-class supporters

in the back.- This is even clearer
mAIgentma where the “reformist”
is Peron himself, the organizer of
the fascist batallions! .

No better can be expected:from
the Communists. Argentina’s Com-
munist Party has always tagged
loyally after ‘the “liberal” bour-
geoisie, During the "1940s, it sat
cozily inside a capitalist antiPeron
coalition which had been called
into”existence by the U.S. ambas-
sador. Now that the “liberal”

bourgeoisie supports Péron, the CP,
too, has \,nncally” entered Peron’s
camp b
In Chile, the CP is Allende’ s
most _conscious and most militant
police agent. It has enthusiastically
joinedin- the police raids-on peasant
squatter communities. It led the
recent attack on the miners’ strike

at El - Teniente, denouncing ,the .

stll}k-e' rs themselves as “‘traitors.”
The performance-of the Urugua-
yan. @ ‘during,

coup in that-country says ail that is

necessary about the future roleof -

the Stalinists in Chile and Argen-

the recent ”mﬁjhry

* cutthroats strike
lead its follower
* peaceful protest stnkc'

txes in Chue and. Argentma That

. ' eirils
in fact -hdld out no hope to the
workmg class. Indeed these fake

_est danger, for whilé they appeal to
the -revolutiofiary - aspirations. of
workers, they use those aspirations _
- to lead then' workirig-class support-
ers away from a real’ revolunonary
strategy.
* In Argentina, two . political
groups are supported by warring -
" sections of the so-called “Fourth
International (United Secretariat),”
an unstable, unprincipled bloc be-
tween the Socialist. Workers Party
-(USA) and Ernest Mandel ang his
international supportérs. Both of
the Argentine groups involved re-
flect the bankruptcy of their inter-
national allies.

The People’s Revolutionary. Ar-
my (ERP), the sometime darling of
the Mandel forces, is the guerrilla

group responsible for several kid- )

nappings and raids. . To Mandel’s
“acute embarassment, the ERP-lead- .
ers recently declared that “the ERP

is not Trotskyist. It has an anti-
imperialist and socialist program,
and includes Marxists, Peromsts
-—and-Christians.”—-- :
The ERP is correct, of course.

It is not a Trotskyist party, what- -

ever Mandel may wish. It is a
petty-bourgeois band with a popu-
list program. It does not under-
stand the central role of the prole-
tariat in the socialist revolution.
It has no conception at ail of the
need for - a revolutionary party
based on a Marxist program.
The ERP’s response to Peron’s
-~ demagogic: call -for a. “social truce”
makes clear its own value in the
coming civil war: “The ERP will
“not atfack the government unless
the government attacks the people

There are no revolutlonary par-,

>

or represses the guemllas Butour .
‘organization will‘continue its hostil-
~ities-against foreign and Argentine
companieszand the counter.revolu-
tlonary armed forces.” And then,
_in the same breath, the ERP pro-

“mised .to cease its attacks on the -

“ police! - Peron’s Minister of the
. Interior had to explain personally
-that no distinction was: possibl

"between ‘the- Peronist. police. and -

the rest of the capitalist state!

~The second “Trotskyist” party -
~ in Argentina is the Partido Socialis-
ta Trabajadores (PST), supported
by the SWP of the United States.

Its record is as mlserable ,as that -

- of the ERP. h
The PST orients to the advanced
workers of Cordoba. -But for the
. PST, this means merely adapting to
and reinforcing all the reformist’
illusions which are still rife in Cor-
doba.
Not long ago the PST leadership

sat. down with the bourgeois parties -

to “discuss the future of the coun-
. try.” At this gathering, the PST
applauded Peron’s “promises” to
restore political democracy. This,
was less ““adventurist,” of course,
.. than openly exposing the hypocrisy
—of those promises by pointing to
the growing government repressxon'
Within the labor movement in Cor-
doba, the PST acts as a cheerleader
for the left-Peronist “rebel” union -
chiefs who reinforce the workers’
illusions in Peron himself and stand

strategy . Essentially,
in short, the PST reflects the out-
look of the SWP in the United
States — prostrating itself in front
of reformist and Stalinist currents.
In Chile, the party occupying
the most “left-wing’ position is the

Movement for a Revolutionary Left -

(MIR). Once a student-based guer-
rilla group, the MIR has now en--
tered the working class only to
function as a left-wing supporter
of the Allende regime. The MIR
deserves the same label which Trot-

in the way of a real class-struggle

sky appﬁed to thc POUM “the

greatest roadblock” against form~
ing a reql revolutionary party.

Workers in Chile and Argentina .

have displayed unbelievable-cour-

age and fighting spirit in the face

. of the mounting .capitalist offen-

sive. They have thrown themselves,

into struggle time and again despite.

rotten leaders who betray them at '

" delayed for a moment.
. Trotsky counselled Spanish revolu-*

tionaries in 1936 is equally relevant-

- for-wortkers in Chile and Argentma

today: -
. “For 4 successful- solutxon of all
these ‘tasks; three condmons are re-

The Spartacists’ solution?. Sim-
ple. They strap themselves down!

They live in a prison made of rigid

“do and don’t” rules and regula-
_tions. These are labeled “principled
strategy and tactics,”” None of
these rules, of course, can be found
in the works of Lenin and Trotsky.
Those men, after all, were not chi)-
dren but fighters. Strapped dow
. in solitary nfinement, you can
shout untihyou’re hoarse about thq'(
' revolutlonary program. ~ But you
can’t wage much of a fight for it.
But -the Spartacist method does
accomplish " its. intended purpose.
It keeps the Spartacists safely away
from the class struggle. And that is
one way of avoiding betra}—'al'
Interestmgly enough, the Sparta-

cist attack on the Revolutionary |

—Socialist-L.eague-employs-many of"
the same slanders cooked up by the
1.S.’s Geier-Mackenzie leadership.

Stripped of its democratic rights

and railroaded out of the.L.S.,the

Revolutionary Tendency is charged

with the main responsibility for the
L.S. split!

For the rest, it is enough to note
that.the Spartacist League defends
Shachtman’s Workers’ Party of the
1940s against our charges of adapta-
tionism, claiming-that Shachtman’s
degeneration stemmed from his
false position on Stalinism rather
than from a more basic adaptation
to narrow-minded petty-bourgeois

- every turn. qmred ‘A p rt'),', once more a party,
3 again a party! i
. . politics in~igeneml and a’ failure
X Len’n'sm so o to understand ' the revolutionary
down. program.

Thus, behind the- Spartaczsts tacti-
cal ng:dlty lies the paperéd-over
Shachtmanism of their:own past,
opportunism waiting for an-oppor-
tunity. In the struggle fos a genu-
ine, principled international re-
groupment— —toward reconstructing
the Fourth International—the Spar-
tacist League will be only an ob-
stacle.

Already, however a significant
step toward such a principled re-
groupment was made in the course
-of the fight in the [.S. The Revolu-
tionary Tendency united with the
Communist ‘Tendency, which -had
entered the 1.S. a year -earlier to
fight fot a Trotskyist program.
Though small in numbers, the Com-
munist Tendency had a great sig-
nificance as the only principled op-

——position-tendency in years to- ‘have

.emerged from the decreplt Socialist
Workers Paity.

But the unity between. the CcT
and RT was of even greater signi-
ficance. ~ Despite - theoretical dif-
ferences over the -nature of Stalin-
ism, yet unity was made possxble by
a common understandmg of meth-
od, program, and” ‘tactics; of the
nature -of* the’ present .epoch and
period of capltahsm and, of the
internationdl tasks ﬂowmg from it.

._The comrades of the former Com-
munist. Tendency today take their
places a§ leading members of the
League.

tina. When the fascist-military

interview...

workers. From just.that.

We—as revolutionaries—our mam
job is to organize the revolution.
We’ll be playing the leading role in
the proletariat—the leading role.
But we need a vanguard party in
this country.

If we had a vanguard party we
could teach the workers, based on’
things that happened at Mack
Stamping plant, or at Tynch Road
or even Vietnam for the past ten

- years, We as revolutionaries must

gain from the struggles against the
oppressors by educating the people,
showing them how the capitalist

o SYstem. _is.against them. That isthe  other classes. . S

contradiction: the capltahst system
is against the masses of people.

- Don: Auto workers have not
only now but in the past proven to
be among that section of the work-
ing class that was most advanced,
most ready to fight back in its inte-
rests and more open to revolution-
ary ideas. Today, auto workers are

playing a leading role in the work-

ing class as a whole. Their struggle
against speed-up, for example, is
one of the beginning phases in a

struggle against the capitalist offen- ~

sive as a whole. Other workers have:
looked_at it and are tak'mg in .the
lessons.

But auto workers must become”
conscious of the fact that they

are a leading element in their class _

- and they must consciously try to”

&
give a lead to the rest of the class.
The question is, how do we as revo-
{utionaries go about bringing that
lesson home?

Shorter: The majority of the
workers don’t understand that this
is a c¢lass society. We got to make
that distinction. Let -them know
they are workers. They are prole-
tarians~” They are the most op-
pressed class.

The petty bourgeois classes are
not exploited as much as we are,
The lumpen proletarian class op-
presses the proletarian class. The
bourgeois class. oppresses all the

‘down the streets and con a lady
out of her money or go down there
and snatch a wallet, or he eould
be out in the community pushing
dope on the proletariat. This man
down here at the local supermarket
is selling food at skyrocket prices.
“If you go down to another store,

" this other man is selling his food at

‘lower prices. But his food is dif-
ferent—he’s selling the workers rot-
ten food And on and on.

Jim: © Alotof people
feel you have to organize black
workers separate from whites. The
Revolutionary. Socialist League
thinks that the only way we are
going to end racism is to or-
ganize the working. class as a whole
_.for a socialist revolution. How do
you feel about that?

Shorter:
along with that. If we isolate our-

We, the proletarian class, we're
the ma_lortty in terms of masses of
people. This is the biggest class,

" right here, the proletarian class.
And we also got to make it .under-
stood who controls all the classes.

The bourgeois class controls all .
the classes. A small number of
people controls all these classes.
We got'to ‘make the workers under-
stand that.

Don: How do the lumpen and
petty bourgeois classes oppress-the
working class?

Shorter: OK: take the lumpen
proletariat. The lumpen proletarlan
don’t work, in terms of working in
the plant. The lumpen proletarian,
_he hustles. Who does he hustle off
of? . He hustles—off of us. - ‘He

“could be a con man, he could go

~——selves-from whité workers, auto- -

matically there would bé a racial
issue there, a conflict. In order for
‘us to carry on the revolutionary

Well, 1 ha\;e to go

people were trymg to take over.
They considered it to be a workers’
struggle, and this is how we been
organizing.
blick workers, we’ll get together
and forget the white workers and
the Arab workers.” We didn’t or-
ganize like that. -

Don (to Carter): = What's your
opinion of that?.

Carter: Just like Isaac said, we
ain’t organizing just the black work~
ers, we’re organizing together. They
knew we were social revoluhon~
aries.

Shorter: You learn from other
people’s practice. We've been stu-
dying other ‘struggles at the same
time that we’re organizing. Like
the DRUM [Dodge.Revolutionary
Union Movement] struggle. DRUM
was isolated from the white work-
ers. That was their mistake, We
learned from-that and-we corrected
that over here at the Jeffemon
.Assembly plant.

Yim: Because of the specially

Not by saying, “We -

<oppressed conditions of black
workers, do you think they ‘re going
to take the lead in the-revolutionary
struggle? In a united black and
white working-class movement
won’t black workers, who are gen-
erally more oppressed, going to be .
the leading element? R
Shorter:  Yes. Look at the
condition of black workers in this
country. Black workers are in the
minority, but the majority of the
revolutionaries in this country are
black, and that’s the way I s¢e it as
being. We are the most oppressed.
We’re going to wake up first. We’ll
be. in the leading part in the van- ~
guard party.

_ (In the next issue of The Torch:
Shorter and Carter discuss revolu--
tionary strategy in the unions, the
~question-of “a “national-opposition-—
‘in the UAW, and the political role

_ of black leaders like Jesse Jackson.

:Don’t miss it!)

struggle, we're going to have to go
to all workers regardless of their
color.

. A good example is what we did

.“at Jefferson. The majority of the
people.in the plant is black. The
white workers knew they were in a
minority but they supported what]
was going on becaiise they saw it as,
a workers’ struggle—which it was, a
workers’ struggle.

“They understood” we were social-
ists. Thiey came fo the fence and
talked to us. We let them know
where we was coming from. And

they were right there supporting us.’|~

They didn’t consider that the black
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exclusive interview

Editor’s note: On July 24, UAW
members Isaac Shorter and Larry
Carter led a takeover by Chrysler
workers of Chrysler’s jefferson
Avenue plant in Detroit. The take-

" over was a success, Chrysler was

forced to fire the racist foreman
Tom Woolsey, against whom the
workers’ action was immediately
direeted. , ’

Two reporters for The Torch—
Don Cane and Jim Baskin—talked
with Carter and Shorter a few days
later.  Below we print the first
half of that i1
publication. The second half of the
interview will appear in the next
issue of The Torch.

As we 3o to press, we learn that
Chrysler has just fired Isaac Short-
er after maneuvering him into an

elaborate and carefully prepared
set-up.. This is only the latest stage
in the purge and wiitch-hunt now
cing on in the auto plants in De-
troit, fusisd by Red-daiting news-
pepers and cheered on by the UAW
“teadership.

“wour main ot

revolution.

lay

were tvm or three
the morning tim
write them up. He'd

€ them up, whereas the foremen
And he'd

was suppoesed to do

{. ter days off, or
fine them.

He eVen threatened me with a
float pin. I'd say it weighed about
a pound, and it’s steel. One day
he escorted me to another job with
that pin and told me that Id better’

-

d

. Shorter:

ferview, abridged for —

not say anything to him. Before
he got the pin, we had had a few
words, so he went and got this
pin off the car, wrapped a little
paper aroynd it and escoried me to
the other job.

Don:  What were you trying ro
accomplish with the petition?
i The main purpose of
the petition was to bring the con-
sciousness of the workers up. We
talked a2bout Woolsey, the condi-
e plant, Chrysler being

capi how the community is,
- hoy is-country-is-becoming more
of a fascist country. We tafRed
about what's happening in the
world, the struggles going on in

how the United States

nt, the Saigon
Jjust relating things,
things there at the
plant.
it worked. The petition
he consciousnzss of the
: 75 per cent ‘of the
workers 5uppﬁrted what we did

am %
government.
not  oni

Jefferso

¢ was the

It be-
All the
it, not just
ck workers, buL \vhm work~
PeC“m wi

They sta tﬁt,”é in the
until we_came out of the

The Jefferson action was
d and timed than oth-

Yours ended in victory,
also ke others. Do vou think
the victory of the Jefferson action
will' teach militants in the plants
the need for organized conscious
planning.end timing?

Shorter:  Yes. Yes, [ do. A
good example would be the sit-in
at Mack Stamping plant.  The
leadership there didn’t do their
job as far as organizing. The mass
of workers really didn’t know what
was going on. If the leaders had
raised their consciousness io a high-
er level, there wouldn’t have been
any problems. When they came
out of the plant, they would have
-had their demands met. Instead,
there was constant conflict among
the workers. That could have been

there helping the Soutn‘/

-and-file ~actions in-

Jefferson Avenue plant.

avoided if they had had the neces-
say political consciousness,

Jim: Did you do anything in-
side the plant aside from the peti-
tion previous to the takeover to
prepare the workers for the action?

_ Shorter; Oh, yes. See; from the
time we've been at the Jefferson
Assembly plant, we’ve been organi-
zing the test of the werkers. Last
year, when Chrysler had us assem-
bling the station wagon at the Jef-
ferson Assembly plant, we forced
them to move the station wagon to
another plant, When they wanted
us to work nine hours, nine-and-a-
haif, or ten hours, we refused and
worked only for eight. We have re-
fused to do other jobs’

Don: A takeover of a plant—or
a sit-in—is something pretty new to
most young workers, and it’s also
something that carries a lot more
threat to the property of the capi-
talists than a simple walkout.

Shorter: Right.

Don: On that basis. what kind

of reacz‘z‘on dn you thmk most.

would have to your actzorzs7

Shorter: See, when you take
control of any plant like we took
control of Jefferson Assembly plant
the company has to pay the work-
ers. This time Chrysler had to pay
the workers, "say, four hours, on
both shifts. Whereas when there
-was a simple wildcat strike, ‘when
the workers simply walked out
and didn’t take control of the plant,
Chrysier didn’t have to pay the
workers. And ‘during the simple
walkout, also, some workers didn’t
join in. They stayed in the plant
and carried’on production.

Carter: Right. When you have
walkout, a simple wildcat strike,

. there’d always be some workers
. who would come in to work.

Isaac Shorter and Larry Carter after leadmg a successful sit-down action at Chlysler S

Shorter: I as an individual pre-
fer: taking control of the plant.
Not just. the type of action we

took—there are other means and _

ways that you can take over an
assembly plant. Of course, if the
workers supported a wildcat strike,
'l support it. But as far as me
suggesting a wildcat strike, a walk-
out, I wouldn’t do that.

Jim: Isaac, howdid you becorme
a socialist?

Shorter: Five or six years ago,
I didn’t know what class I was in.
I didn’t realize there was a class
struggle. I felt that one day I
might be a petty bourgeois or even
a bourgeois. But as the days passed
by, 1 began understanding what was
going on in the world.

As 1 read, as 1 “started checking
out the condxtxons in the plant, |
saw that if I got over it and a/l the

workersin the country got over it, .

what is Chrysler going to do? I saw
that it would be impossible for all

:selves

of us to get over, for ail of us to
have a nice house, a nice ride, all of
us haying food.

“ started. seeing that this would

“be impossible because of the way

this capitalist system is built up,
with a few people controlling every-
thing. If everybody in this country
had the same as Rockefeller or any
other capitalist, then this wouldn’t
be no capitalist country. This
would be a socialist country, So
that’s the position 1 had to take—
to be a socialist.

Don:  How can those worke‘,
in the plants that consider them-
revolutionaries go about
building a leadership in the plants?

Shorter:  Well, I think they
shouid do more or less like we did.
You have to relate what’s going on
in the plant with what’s going on
in the ¢ountry and deal with that,
deal with the community. [ think
from just that you can organize the

~. cont'd. pg. 7

ﬂ?’ﬁregtoryﬁ’@hiﬂd |
.. Productivity Drives

AND. ...

By
Lori
Larkin

ALEAGUE PAMPHLET

Order from Haymarket Books,
160 N. Halsted, Chicago, Ill.

" 5@@ 60606.




