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INT ..0DUCTION

The aim of this specinl issue of The Yeck is to arm our resular readers
(and all others interested) with a vhole battory of arsuments agninst the
opponents of the rapid introduction of comprehensive cducntion. 'Ye have done
this in the context of havin: a Labour Govermnent which is firmly committed
to comprechensive education. However, the matter is by no means straicshtforward,
and because many of thnse struyrzling for compr: hensive education have found
their main opposition coming from encrusted (and very often old-fashioned)
Labour L.E.A.s we have devoted a considerable amount of space to this problem.
To this end we have considered particul~r cases and reprnduced articles by
leading advocates of comprehensive education in towns where this problem exists.
Je have given considerable space to Liverponl because we believe that many
active soncialists in other Labour-controlled t~wms can draw on Liverpool's
experience. On a more theore tical level, we belicve that the articles »n
the effects of streamins will give an underpinning to the arguments of those
who belisve that comprchensive educetion will scarcely mark an advance forward
at 2ll unless streaming 2oes. Likewise with the arauments on the complete
abnlition of s=lectinn,

e would stress that this is not mercly a pamphlet for teachers. ILvery
active member of the labour movement must know how to epply his socialist idess
to practical problems, ‘e trust that this little effort - a combinntisn of
vary practical case historics and soci~list theory - will prove a weapon ond
a contribution to discussion.

Published by The Weeck, 54, Tark Rd., Nottm., OSubs rates on avplication,




_abour Councils For*ge ahead

BRISTOL

LIVERPOOL

BRADFORD

DONCASTER

DERBY

DERBYSHIRE

COVENTRY

Plan anproved for immediate extension of comprehensive
gecondary gducation to cover the whole city.

Comprehensive secondary education for all to be imp
inplemented forthwith.

A scheme whereby an improved Leicestershire system of
comprehensive schools be put into oweration now approvead,

Has put into operation its own version of the
Leicestershire plan of comprchensive education.

Modified Leicestershirs plan for comprechensive
sccondary education now aporoved.

Modified comprehensive secondary cducation on the
Leicestershire plan already in owneration in sone areas.

Complete all through comprehensive system being built,

Tery Councils stick in the mud

NORFOLK
LINCOLNSHIRE
(Kesteven)
HAMPSHIRE

ISLE OF WIGHT
KENT

CHESHIRE

VWhat
Aul ho

No change envisased at present in the tripartite syoten.

s your Education

~ify going te do ?
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BU B LaCUT Ol aY T W L.CI48 fron Huiberside Voice.

Tris year will be reneiibered i+ ull cduvectionzl circles for two
controversial e¢vents - first the c.oving of the Duvid Lister tii b School,
the city's [irst comprehensive school, =nd secondly, the zbolition of
the 1ll-plus exunin tion. “hile both of these cvents .re to be renrded
ug & step in the right direction, it rust be understood thot they c.re
only the first steps in the developuent of = Jenuinely comnrebensive
systeii of education. Th .t other cteps are to follow ancars in ju'l's
answer to the "Sunday Tines" query of Iovember 8th, Hull, ve wre told,
are "Thiniing . bout reorganisation; seluction at 1l-plus by recoiriendations
one conprehensive school, four bein: built." ‘'hat pattern is to energ
in the future is not clear from such « brief stutencnt.

Another roup vho huve been tiinking sbout reorpanisction .re the
Hull Sociuzlist Teucher's hssociztion znd their conclusions wre to be
found in the puuphlet "Go Comprehensive - i Plun for Hull." They
recomuiend « three-tier syster of educiution, based on three stugess-

The primary school stage for oupils frou five to nine yeurs;
The junior i h schodl for pupils fron nine to 153 yeusiss
The senior hi b school for pupils over 13 yeurs.

The pamohlet emphusizes th. t tiereshould e no selection wt «ny st .e
in « child's school life. is a cnerwl rvle the urinary school should be
& neighbourhood school based on « Jiven catchrient aren. 4t the junior high
school sta;e there should ve & enuine intellectual, social «nd
geographical mixing of children. This inv.lves a slihtly wider wre. or
catchment zone thun in the jrimery ste_e, but care hus been talen to
avoid exvecting nine-yeur-olds to troavel lon, distances. The senior higsh
school would ve city-wide wnd nmovernt from the junior high to the senior
hizh would «e bused on discuusions taling place in the pupil's {inal ye:ur
in the junicr hi h school,.

In these discussions «n individual royre. nme of study could be worled
out for each crild, bused on the child's wishes,  arent's wishes,
recouniendations of tewuchers and, if po. ible, the advice of the Youth
Employnent bervice. After these discussions the child would go on to
the senior hi h school best <ile to srovide the studies he or she re.,uires.,

Yhat edvantaes would wrise frow such @ coijsrehensive scheme?

First, the primary schoocl would be freed from the strait-jacket thot
1l-plus selection has imposed on enlightened teaching. iLlthougsh Hull hus
abolished the exauminution, it hus not «¢bolished selection and still . rudes
its children into ruumar, technical «nd modern pupils ot 11,

Secondly, the years from nine to 13 could ce spent in one school.
The authors of the pamphlet see the junior hi_h school us the crux of the
new scheme. This is where the pupil will be weaned from childhood to
adolescence; this is the importunt diugnostic stage; this is where
personul relutionships betwecn pupil, teucher and purent will be nost
inportant. In all these aspects 13 seens & more realistic and humune age
than 11 &t vhich to nake assessnents of pupils'! nceds,

continued over/
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No Selection say Hull Teachers - continued.

Thirdly, the proposed sehere could be mut into operation speedily,
without waiting on an expensive new buildink prosramme.

All the city's existing srammar schools, plus the David Lister Hizh,
would become senior high schools. All other seconiary schools would be
Junior hish schools, with a minimum standard of facilities (assembly/dining
hall, library, laboratory, workshons, gymnasium),

People who know Hull schools well will realise that many of our older
secondary schools cannot mest these rejguirements, but it is possible
with all existing schools, plus the nronosed new buildineg programrie th
authority has already approved to nut this plan fally into oneration
within two years of accepting the scheme.

Speed is a vital factor in these discussions. Quite apart from
congiderations of social justice, there is the consideration of sheer
numbers, By taking advantage of what the Crowther Renort called the
"valley of the later sixties" Hull could nut this scheme into overation
when the number of secondaty school children will be relatively low. A
second vwonulation exnlosion will reach the secondary schools by 1972 and
would make reorganisation more difficult and costly,

In the last resort we must ask ourselves what are we doing for our
children ? And secondly, can it be improved 2

According to List 69 of the iinistry of Fducntion we had 5,216
children of 13 years for whom the authority was providing secondary
education; G4 ner cent of these children were in secondary modern school,
10 per cent in technical and 11 per cent in ~ramnar schools. Dy comparison
26 per cent of boys in Huddersfield and 31 ver cent of ~irls in Lincoln
are in gramuar schools. These fimures are quoted at length to show the
absurdity of selection at 11.

How on_zarth can anyone seriously sucrest that the boys of Huddersficld
are more tha, twice as intelligent as the bovs of ull, or that three tinzs
as many Lincoln girls are worthv of sramiiar school places as the giris

in Hull 2

Althoush the figures are not strictlv couparable the divergence ig
wide enough to show the flaws that exist in selection,

Evidence such as the recent work in lManchezter which suspgests that
something like 50 ner cent of children may be wrongly wmlaced at eleven
is the statistical proof of a svatem whose faults have been socially
condemned for the misery and frustration it has causecd,

The case for the comprehensive school is a wositive ome. It can 4o
for the pu»sil anything that the gramsar school can do, In addition, it
can give meaning and »urpose to the lives of children who under th
present system are offered something less than the best,

A system of education must be child-centred. Lvery child should
receilve an education which best fits his or her aptitude and needs, whick
is another way of saying that every child has a rirght to a good edvcation,
It is time to fit our schools to our children instead of fitting our
children into schools. There are no gramnar children, technical children
or modern children- there are only children, deserving of the best we can
give them,
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BRIEF HISTORY OF COUPREHTNASTVE EDUCATION IN LIVIRFOOL fro:.
Arnall Richards,

July 1955 City Council aﬂn”ovgd resolution of Bducation
Committee "That imuediate stens be taken to establish
’ Comrchensive Sccondary Cchocle ™ nd thnt the Dircetor

of Bducation be diuctructed to nre ﬂrn o ocheme to
commence in the financinl year Bwo M
Nov, 1955 Education Coumittee considered Director's renort on

Comprehensive Schools, Sub-Committec nnnointed to
inplenent terme of July 1955 resolution,

Feb, 1958 Gateacre Coxprehensive School ,pencd as the first
School of this type in the City,

.

Feb, 1958 Education Comnittee called for a repori on the ro-
roanisation on Connrenensive lines of the Stauley
Park and Highfisld Secondary Modern Schools and of
sinilar groups of schools.

April11958 Director's remort acc v sducation Committe
countaining decision to estnblish Anficld Conpre ﬁenwivg
School and to reorsganize the Stanley Park and iishficld

Schools as Connreh Schools,

larch 1960 iducation Committee resolved to build the Paddington
Connrehensive School,

May 1961 Labour lost control of the City C.uncil in Municinal
Electiong.

Sept. 1961 Fducation Comittee (now, of course, under Conservative

control) reversed decision to build Paddington
Comprehensive Schonl nnd substitutcd two secondnry
nodern schools,

May 1963 Labour regnined control of City Council
June 1963 Bducation Cormitice {(once riore under Labour control)

again decided to build Cormrchensive Paddington School.

July 1963 Education Coumittee motion annroved by City Council:-
"That this Bducation Comwittee, believin~ that
Corprchensive Schocls afford the greatest possible
oonortunities to hoys and Fi“ls of all desrees of
nbility, offirms that it is its intention that =
Couprchonsive Fvotﬂt of S‘counarj Léucation chall be
established in Idverpool, and that County Sccondury
Schools shall be reorganised a2ccordinsly at the earli
possible dnte and, as a ccensemence, the 11-plus
exanination shall be nbolished; and instructs the
Secondary Sducation Sub-Cormittee, ns a watter of
to prepare a schere directed touar these ends af

censultation with the teachers.!

urgency

ter

/continued over
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Brief History of Conprehensive Bducation in Liverwool - contirued

Oct, 1963 Director's rewn:t followinm the above mentioned
resplution considered by Sccondary Bdmcation Sub-
Committee, renort circulgted to Education Canittee

and teacher's organisations,

5th.Nov,1963  Jieetins between Bducation Committee and the teacherg!
organisations to discuss general lines of develovnnment
for & syste: of Cormnrehensive dducation., Recormended
setting up of workin~ vnarties.

6th.Nov.1963 Council motion as follows:- "That this Local Educaticn
Authority now declares that its objective is to intro-
duece as many all through Counrehensive Schools as is
practicable., It further declares that where this is not
imediately practicable o two tier systen of Comvprehensive
Education should be introduced as soon as possible, the
particular type of two tier systern to depnend on the nature
of the existing schools in the arcas in which all-throuch
Conprchensive 8chools orc neot innediately introduced.,”

Nov.63/ Orening of two remodelled schools as Comprechensives

May.6h, (Stanley Parkjand Anfield). Liverpool marents Protest
Committee (bﬂcked by City Conservative Party) begins
onerations, Protest Meetings held throughout the City
and petition forms circulated "S.0.S8." ("Save our Schools")
caiinailgns by Conservatives who fight Municipal Election
on this issue. Lakour Party win eight seats from the Tories.,

er issued by Tducation Comrittee, describing

16th April €64 Purents' lett
ines of prowosals.,

1
broad outl

May-Nov.1964 Campaign against Counrehensives takes a new direction., No
loncer directed armainst Cormtehensives as such (rry) but
only amainst the manner of its inroduction.

Sept. 1964 Opening of Highfield Counrehensive School,

15th.Sept.'64 Ninc tcacher=-members of Vorking Party given a wonth's
leave-of-nbsence on full nay, vrovided with an Office in
the Bducation Departuent and access to the Devartment's
files and direct access to the Dircctor or his Deputy,

8th.Oct, '64 Meeting of Workin~ Party after 17 sessions by the Teachers!
Representatives in an effort to produce an agreed schene,

13th.Oct.'64  Renorts to Sccondary Zducation Sub-Cormittee on Director's
Scheme "D" (iiodified) and the Tcachcrs’ nronosals. Teachers

rcject 8gheme "D'" (Modified). Recowmerdation by Sub-Cor,
to full Fducation Cowmnittee that uchem D (ilodified) be
annroved,

14th.Oct, '64  Snecial Meetin~ of Education Committee anprove Scheme 'DT,

19th,Oct, '64 City Council awnwrove recorendations of Sducation Coraittee
r implenenting Scheme "D" (Modified) as from Septenber '65,

=
o
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A_SUMI'ARY OF PROPOSALS POOL'S_ 5CHOOLS frow Arnall Richards

The following nlan, known ns Schere "D" {Modified), was avoroved by
the Liverpool City Council in October 1064 for 1 ntation in Sept.'65.

SECTION 1 SCHOOLS It is provosed that these schools should be All- ,
throush Comprehensive Schools for children between the azes of 11 and 18 or
19. The separate buildines noted in each group would serve as parts of one
School, under the overall control of one Head. Tach would, however, have a
senior teacher in charge and would normally be organised as uvper, niddle,
or lower schools, so that the day-to-day novenent of nunils would be srinll.

There are 16 schools in this catezory. One of them is a nurnocszc=Luilt
Coumprchensive school. Taree rore schools in the catepory have been the
subject of such major extensions and reuodellinm that they are effectively
purvose-built. Another purpose-built 12 form-entry comnreheuasive scheol will
be included in this catemory when it has been built (1267).

Two more schools will be formed by the amalgpamation of existing
separate Boys' and Girls! secondary moderns which are virtuzlly on the su .o
site to form Co-ed. comprchensives,

The rem=nining ten schools will be formed by the groupins of two or
three existing schonls under a sinzle Head, Schonlsg affected by this :
inz included such old-ecstablished gramiarschools as the Livernool Ins
the Liverpool Collegiate School, Blackburn House Girls', Alsop's and
Holt, It is over thes grammar schools that the controversy rages f
"The wanton destruction of our grauar schools" is the battle-cry o
snHposition,

SECTION 2 SCHOOLS The schools in this section weuld be Conrehe
Schools for children between the ages of 11 and 16, At this stawe
punils who wish to continue full-tire seccondary education would be \
transfer either to the two schools nrovidine for sixth-form education no.ed
in Section 3 or to the sixth forms of the schools in Section 1. This is
suggested because it is not expected that ~ny of these schools in Section 2
will have cnough punils wishine to remain beyond the aze of 16 to Justify
the establishment of a separate sixth-form, Scveral of these schools hove at
the moment got small sixth-forns, and this Section of Scheme "DU (tlodific
has ccile under attack because of the iiscontinuance of these existinzg
forms. There is sowe substance in this charse, but as Scheme "D (Modifici)
is subject to alteration by the [Hducation Committee at any time when circu. -
stances reguite it the pronosed closinn-down of existine VI forms nAy nos,
in fact, take vlace, There arc twelve schoels in this cotesory, none »f
which is purpose-built. In many of the jrogp%g¢s the individual schools -nre
separated by distances of up to a nmile :nd uns been the source of nmuch ad-
verse coument, The vicw anoncs nany teachers is that, siven the will, the
system can be inde to work effectivelr,

Loy

SECTION 3 SCHOOLS There are two.schools in this category.These schzols
will provide facilities for a wide rawre of Sixth Fors courses for punils
aged 16 to 18 or 19 who will trensfer “rov schools in Section 2. schocla
located in suburban areas have been chosen for this turwmwse in order to ol ov
a different educational environasent %o the munils fron the inner City nrcas
who elect to remain =t school bayond tho are of 16.

Admission Areas , Bach school will be in offect nei~hbourhecod school.
parents will, however, be able to exvrass a preference for their child's
attendance at any alternative school on srounds ,for eXaiole, of nrefercnce
for co-educational rather than a ginrliz-sex school.
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STREAMS TN T JUNIOR SCIOOL by eter Price

As a teacher, I have been asked by thc editor of The eek to write
fome brief notes about the vexed suection of shreaming in the Junior
school, It is a vast subject, :nd I howne, thcrefore, this note will
some serse,

Streaming, as rcaders with youns children will know, is the systen
whereby children coning into the juniocr school are sorted into their
first classes on the basis of what iz called their Tability". "Clever!
children are put togetler into "A" clusses and "dull and backward!

children are taucht in "C classes.

As mi~ht be exnected, children who are allocated at eint vevrs of
age to MA" classes are more then likely to be selected at eleven for cramrar
schools, On the other hand it would be nearly airaculous for a child i
the "C" clasc to met 2 Hlacs in a srammar school., Not unnaturally, there-
fore, parente are intensely interested o see that their children ~re
placed in the hi~her streawms, Frow this you will see that I have related
the nractice of junior school streaming to the wider question of the
eleven-plus selection eramination. There ar wany reasons why these tuo
should be considered together,

Hot the leost is the interesting fact that: ir those areas of Leicester~
shire where comprehensive educetica is al ready a [act and 2ll chil dron 7o
on to the same secondary school withou any form of eleven=nlus t.
place, the overwhelmin~ maiorit cy of ﬁunior gchools have already aba
the practice of streaning,

A lot of evidence has now beer accumulated showin~ that, nuch to
nany peonle's surnrise, standard of .ttainnent in vmsireamed ju1i@r
are hirher then in streamed schools, Iven the ver bri-ht children
do better in unstreamcd or mixed-ability? classes. ”owmver, the overw!
advantage of non-stre ming in schools is tho wav <1 rhich this pr*ct
helps the less-able chiliren. In unstreamed junior schoo' s, education:
backwardness is no lonpger the najor wroblem it often D”QSOhtu in larze,
highly-strecamed junior schocols.

The “eek is hardly the »lace to arpue technlcally the benefits of
non-streamingz., Thish s been widelvy done ian the educational press, That
does seert iwnortant, however, is that a Lobour ilducation Authority should
express firm vicws on thie vital auestion - without, of course, acting
in any dictatorial way,

|
IN
1%

In any case, when cleven-plus selection is really ended, =l that
cannot be long delayed now, junior school stremmi will automaticsily
lose ite weanins, "The =ooner the better?, wany a arent, teacher and ¢hild

will be heard to say.
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HIGH TIHE TOR A CHANVCE ! savs Iottinchem Voice,

8w s e, -t . A e

The election of a lLabour Govermaient will unguestionably mean that
everywhere, throushout the length and breadth of this country, miant
steps will be made forward in cducation., Obviously Nottingham can be
no exception,

Now the Labour Party stands absolutely comuitted to full, compre-
hensive secondary education. Ilot only has national nolicy stated this
in every manifesto (and indeed nany aAnnual conferences) since 1945 but
local party commitments are no less fivm. For examile, no later than
March 1964, Nottinrhan City Labour Party passed the following resolution:-

"This meetins conpgratulates the City Council Labour Groun on the
Success in the Bi-Lateral Secondary Schools. It requests the Labour
Groupto prevare plans for a further advance in the re~organisation
of Secondary Education in order to eliminate all sclection nro-
cedurcs and to nove towards comnlete Cowprehensive Secondary
Lducation,m

So urgent did the City varty see this resolution that it added:
"It believes that these »lans should be rendy for the 1964 Municiosal
Elections,"

This was certainly a Little oo wuch to expect, for the problems of
changiug over to Tully comorehensive educaticn are not just organisational,
It will be necsssary to prepare the ground by careful exnlanation to
barents of what is involved and oy patient nerotiation with the teachers
who alone can wake the transition easy. There can be no doubt, aowever,
that now a Labour ii.ister is 4in charase of the Denartment of HEduc.tion
and Science, the road forward can be sneedy and smooth,

That resolution of the City Party may nced some exnlanation to
readers.... Lt uses technical terms with which marny marents are not
familiar. The remaivder of this ~rticle “tterpts an explanation. listors
is dimvwortant here. "o have to record that in the inter-war years and
immediately following the war, Nottinshaa Citvy failed to nrovide as
gramrar schools as ost other authorities., ‘hean in Lhe early 1950'g
per cent of ¥Wottinshan children found placea in the gram

tar school,

average nercentage for tho country as a whole wasg nearly 20 ner cent ond
for some authorities over 50 per cent, Obviously souething drastic Lo

be done to remedy this situatioun,

At the same time as Fottinsham's lar in nroviding gramisr school
places was becoming an object of xeneral concern, the selection examination,
the now infaaous "eleven-plus® Ly means of which nrivileged children waore
chosen to go to the grammar school was being shar»ly attacked from all zldes.

The temporary solution of Hottinrhon wis as follows: Scveral very
good, new secondary modern schonls had been built after the war., These
were now organised as bi-lateral schools. Bi-lateral ("tuo sides™) schouls
as the teru sugzects are schools which organise two different types of
courses (a) "modern" school courses nnd (b) GCR or, really, erar ar schosl
courses. Tae bi-lateral orincinle works ac follows. First, a small proe-
portion of children are sélected at ten years oi ave for the grsamnar
schools. So eleven plus selection rermi: T

wnoe Truc, the farous intellirence
test has been rcnamed thec "verbal reaconinrs! ftest (5o great had the dic-
like of the intelligence test bhecome). Yruc, the owinionts of the scholastic

Jcontinucd over,
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High Time for a Change! - continned.

ability of the children formed by the junior school teachers now carry
greater weight., But it is inaccurate to say that eleven-plus selection
for the grammar school hns been avolished. The best that can be said is
that the torture of the 0Ld examination has been modified,

What about the "failures' ? Thourh in snite of the great competition for
graviiar school nlaces, some »Hurists want us to ban the word "feilures'!,
First, if they and their narentrs nre sntisficd by this "laclt of succesn™,
rnd L the Hurents do Mot want the ohild o atoy at ochool until he is 16,
the child goes autointically to nis loeal scecondary wodern <chool, In-
cidentally, accordins to where ho lives, this nay be the "uodern” strean
of-a hi-latcral school, T

Vther chiliren, srith oarcats! suyrort, cay still wish to try to
cone with a rramar-type, GCE coursc up to the age of 16, If recommended
by his junior sthool teachers, he may then be allowed to go to the nearest
bi-lateral school -~ into the gramnar stream,

Now the first result of this scheme was to raise the number of
children taking gramnar school courses dramatically - to 32 per cent
today. A progressive step to take,

The bi-lateral system has, however, severzl negative features, Firvst,
since there is no sixth form work in the bi-lateral schools, successful GCE
candidates have to transfer at 16 to gramnar schools if they wish to go on
with their studies, Ald.Green, Chairman of the Iducation Committee, recently
stated in a letter that 25 per ceant of gramamar school sixth form punils had
come from bi-lateral schools. That thev are permitted and even encourazed
to do this is good; but the fact that the vercentaze is as high as this
yrives  that the original selection procedure at eleven was very inaccurate.
You don't congratulate a thief for not doin~ a wmurder and you should not
congratulate an education systeu for ricthting wrongs committed against
children at 11 by promotins them at 15.

More then that, the vresence of sixth Torw work in the grammar school
has tremendous educational repcrcussions throushout the rest of the grasnar
school, The staff, attracted by sixth form work, is more hishly qualified.
Scientific apnaratus available for fifth forsm wvork, for examnle, is un-
doubtedly better in the grawmar than in the bi-lateral school and evidcnce
is accumulating that, in the secondary modern schools, children with ci-
cellent potentialities are to be found in considerable nuwibers,

The effects too of this two-stage "creamings™ on the remaining secoundary
modern schools proner cannot be over-cstimated, Sowc teachers anparently

refer to them as "dust-bin" schools =nd in Britoin today we have bo roon
for dust-bin schools.

Therefore the Cily Party was wise (even before the election of a
Labour Governaent) to su~west that the ti e is now rine for a move towards
full coupreh:nsive educatiorne..e...

Let our City PFathers lcad.
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EDUCATION IIT NOTTINGIAM

The following letter was alsc gent o Iribune, the Times iducational
Supplement and Nottingham Voice,

It is difficult to understand how Alderman Greerd, writing in
Tribune WNovember 13th, can consider the Hottingham bilsteral system to
be "a comprehensive pattern (with = small ‘'c'),

His letter, when read with the 1953 Annual Renort of his Zducation
Committee would suggzest that it is a aulti-partite system, segregated at
11 by means of verbal reasoning tests and tcachers' assessuents., About
one per cent first-class ability children mo to direct grant or indenendent
schools; about 16 per cent second-class ability children go to grammar
schools; another 16 ver cent third-slass ability children 70 to GCE
streams in bilateral schools with a later opportunity to transfer to
grammar school sixth formsj; about 47 per cent lucky fourth-class ability
children go to non-GCE streams in bilateral schools; and 20 per cent
unlicky fourth-class children still go to secondary modern schools witih-
out GCE streams,

The introduction of this system seven years ago was a progressive
move extending gramsar-tyne education and reducing parentidl worry over
the 11-plus, but it is not comprehensive., It uses a seclective nrocess
at 10-plus with all its implications of labelline children: although
recognianing the "late~developer', it has not really escaped fro.a the
outmoded doctrine of fixedeabilities since it still "separates the crean®
The Committee admits that it is failing to convince its srammar school
teachers of their duty to succeed with their less-able nuHils,

Should not the Labour Education Committee in Nottinghar be considering
how this system can be transformed quiclkly and smoothly into a fully
comprehensive one in accordance with the declared nolicy of the Lavocur
Government ?

In conclusion, I should like to welcome Alderman Green's comments
on the imnortance of tacKinm problems in primary education, but these
are parallel and inter-related, not alternative, priorities.

Yours sincerely,
DAVID WOOD. (Hon,Sec., Socialist ilducational Association,
¥ettincham and District Branch)

¥ Alderman Green is the chairman of the Loebour-c ntrolled Bduesilon Cormittee
in Nottinghams At the time of writing the controversy caused by his
attitude towards comprehensive educntion 3o still raying. Many crianisations
had put down resolutions opposing this attitude and o special moeting of
the Nottinghem City Labour Party has been orgonised to discuss the question.
The Veek will cover this controversy as it develops.,
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MORZ Mows COF TIVEYPOQL SCHOCLS by a Wottingh-n teacher

Liverpool is now committed uo having comprehensive chools
for all children by September 1905 But onrobles are $111 thorny.
Children in ocntrtl srees used to pass the 11+ at the rate of owlf
195+ Thus most new gramma cchools were sited in suburbs whe:
the 11+ pass rate was neerly S0%. 7o be truly comprehensive &
school must have A socially v= rlrd cetement ares The essy admin-

istrative solution to this problem ~uuld have bcen tvio—tier schools
changing at thirteen. The Committee said no —becuuse they knew
that the first tier .ould oceupy the old Secondary tods. at tho
centre andthe old insidious 'Sec,¥od.' ztmos vhere would soon
prevail, In adlition, the Burnham slary scales «ould lure the
abler tezchers into thc ton tier schools and rift would be comp-—
lete. Iiverpool ha set their fuces apainst this and are onting
for 'all thrmuth uomprchvaLve educstion from 11 to 18'. Two tisr
schools are to be few and for betieen in Livernool.

More nover to 'scousec l&n&icp@“v 1; another Epneratlon hencez
and the debosed human wrecks we sometimes in'Z oars' may no lornger

exist.

LABOUR'S CASE AGAINST THE 11+  extracted from Labour Party Zalklnﬂ gints'
. Nos 2371961, 157196% :
In the past 10 years there has been o steady accumulation of evidence
against szlection st 1l. Within the vagt yenr this process has been quickeined,
It is now impossible %o rerd uny study of the educctional system without finde
1ng further evidence against selection.

In its policy on aducation, 'Learning to Live! publishad in 1958 the
Labour Party proposed a radical reorgenisntion of the secondary school system
on comprehensive lines. In '°1nnpob+% for the Sixties! this policy was ro-
iterateds This document stated that to acheive senuine squality of educat-
ional opportunity we must "reorganise the state szcondary schools on compreh=
ensive lines in order to snd the segregation by the 1l+ cxemination which is
now almost universally condemned on educational s woll ns on sociel groundst
It is based on 2 false view of intelligence. Tt mrkes ruite insupportsble
assumptions about the existence of distinct types of education. It involves
a closed vicw of socicty.

It is against this background that asbout o Gozen loeal ruthoritics heve
in the past six months decided either to end 11+ solection or to consider
doing sov. Muny Lebour Groups are actively ernsidering plons 0 end asclectionm,
All cught to be doing so.

The Labour Purty holds that selection is wrong snd it will reploce it
by comprehensive sceondary cducation,  Thore nre lready 152 comprehensive
scheols in Bnoland snd Weles entoring £or 157,000 children, By 1965 =mbout
11 per cent or more of sceondary sechaol children will be in conmprehonaive
schools on present plins, The Prrty has mede it clenr the Lnbour Government
would not seck to imposc o uniforn pettern of comprehonsive cdueation throush-
rout the countrye. Eoch local education authority sbould be free to chose
its own variante The common fenturc would be sm end to solection at olovens
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"The Home and the School™ by Julirn Atkinscn

It would be very difiicult indced to overstress the debt that
socialists interested in educution owe to Dr.Douglas for producing
this book, which shows with great clarity and with en abundance
of documentation the cliuss biases remaining in our educational
system.

The major thesis of the book is presented in the forew-rd by
D V Glass who writes of the working class child: "Beginning with
handicaps, in the sense of having a poorer physical and cultural
environment, the child will suffer an intensificstion of disadvan—
tages, relative to middle class children, during their primary
school years. If they live in poor housing conditions, they may
well attend schools with a low record of success at the 11+
cxamination. Those who are least well cared for may find them—
selves allocated to the lower streams at school and their school
performance will tend to conform accordingly. In general they
are less likely to receive enCouragement from their parents.
Between the ages of 8 and 11 years, the working class and middle—
class c?ildren will thus tend to grow further anart in operational
ability .

Douglas first sets the problem by piving us the fact that if
working class children had the same chance of getting into .rammar
schools as upper middle cless children of the same mecsured ability
based on tests st 8 years, then 56,2 more grammer school places
would be reqguired,

«hat then causes the decline in onportunity @nd messured abil-—
ity between 8 and 11 years in vorking class children? Streaming,
Doughs tells us,is pertly to blame. He gave tests to childron ot
8 years and then ag2in at 11 and graded hem on & 'T sosle’ vhere
T = 50 was the average. The T score cun be converted to Iy as
I4 =25+ 1.5 (T score)

leasured Change in score 8 — 11 years
ability

at 8 Stream A Stream B
41— 45 + 5.67 ~ 0.95

46 — 48 + 3.70 ~ 0.62

49 - gi + 4,44 - 1.60

02 —= T 0.71 - 1.46

22 = 9] toLl2 — 1.94

58 ~ 50 + 0.8 - 6.3

“hat emerges from this table is that the sclection at the
point of streaming is self-fulfilling; those who are labelled A
improve and those who are labelled B deteriorate. This vitally
important sclection is by no means ..ithout a cless bias. There

continued oter/
¥ Author: Dr. J.B5.H. Douglas, (MacGibbon & Kee 36/-)




are 11,> more middle clacs child
xnected from thelr messured a
trg@ms. Douglas finds thet m
more than working clasz childre
upper streams the middlc clsss

dren in upns T streams than would he
i lty arnd 20% fewer in the lower
idcle class children tend to imnrove
in cach ol the streams. In the
ild on wver: e will improve by
1.0) points ~hile the working class child 111 only imorove by
0.48 points. In the lo-er streams the bics is more marked with
the middle class child improvin. by 0.78 points and the workine
class child actuzlly deteriorating by 1.05 points.

Dousles concludes, "Children who come from well-kKept homes
and who are themselves clean, vcll-clothed and shod, stand a
greater ohlncg of bplng nut in the uover stre ms then their mens—
ured ability would scem to Justify. Once the they are 1iV@1y
to stoy and to 1mhrov; in »erformance in succe-ding years., This
is in strixing contrast with the deteriorstion noticed in thosc
onlldrcn of similar initial gollity who werc nlsced in the lower
streams"

The position is - rav-ted by the near-pernsnency of the
stresming. while teachers cnsvered that they believed that 190
of children trensferrcd bet cen the strerws, the actual nercentage
WS £e30 .

¢ thet tnis bock gives us isthat
thain couelising cless differcncas
+

The uncomfortable mc
the education 1 systom rair
and onnortunitics, oxuserote

EDUCATION — 'wHAT TH.Y SAY'

In his exenllent book "The Comnrohoneive School" (Porouin ~/5)
“obin Pedlcy, director ot swoter ”nvaLOLty Inetitute of ~iaecation,
said "One cannot resist the conclusion that, nlthou, h the myth of
fair and accurats selsction hais besn bY“qud since the middle
fiftics, at least « score of insctive Labour authorities did not
wont to change. Living on the m mory of post deeds and ambitionse,
vheir character is escentially conservitive. The wind of rodical
thoup ht and rceforming zeal chille their old benes", To this blunt
view one can add the st.tement of the d.vuty chairmon of Liveroool
Dducation Committee, John Humilteon, "Onte the nolitical decision
hos been tuken te reorpsnise educction into commrehensive schioolsy
the question is how to do it. Thic ic of couvee +the hardest part
of the c¢¥erclse becuusc while so many pf@ﬂlc %111 pay lip scrvice
to;phe 1dsul of comnr@hon51 e eduoatlnn, “hen they re asked to
put into action trey ind all corts of reascns for saying why it
cennot be done in thuir particuler areu"

L_

In case your loccl Lubour lducction Committee feel such saurces
arc csusnect or ot the ve ry leust over —wenlous here is the ios
ovn darling the 'Bow. Groun'., Con voendlin comprchensive < ducstion
1n their latest pamphlet "otrotepy for Schools' they say: "It #ill
be impossibles to provid: the bul 'mced curriculum envisaged within
the existin, tripartite system" So now you know.
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SELECTION AIID Di.STREAMING TN THI SICONDARY SCHOOLS by R.Bolam,

The most strikins thing about Lueland's system of counrehensive
schools is the anparent confusion 4n the winds of lscal education
authorities as to what constitutes a comnwreheunsive syotem, There is,
however, one profoundly imwortant characteristic that they 2ll have in
common: the fundamentallv hierarchical nature of their structure. This is
most ohvious in authorities like the I1..C.C. where at present there are,
broadly speakine, four tiers in the hierarchy and for a parent whose child
has the ability the order of vreference is fairly clear: grant--ided,
Srammar, comprehensive and finally szecondnrv nodern., This kind of situntion
is alwost bound toar’se in anv arca with those four lkinds of schools co-
existing, and of course in such a situation sone kind of sclection Pro-
cedure is equally inevitable. The need for sclection is leSz obvious in
those areas where the gramar schools, qua gramnar schools, have been
abolished, yet although nlaces like Manchester, Liverpool and Bristol
will certainly have a rmore penuinely conrchensive systerr I have not heard
that those authoritics intend to abolish selection, The reason is not
hard to find, The hierarchy continues, albeit in a potentially nore
flexible form, in the systen of streaming. Hence souwe form of selection
procedure is still required to ascertain the annropriate stream for each
child. It matters little whether selection is carried out internally or
externally; as lon7 as streaminz remains the neced for selection will also
remain and it will not natter »t 51Y how the schools are structured in
relation to one anocther,

It is clcar therefore that the abolition of selection inevitabhly
involves the abolition of streamine (as well as of gramuar and sccondary
noderns of course) "nd it is imvmerative thuat the arguments for and apainst
streaning receive careful consideration by those who advocate the aboliition
of selection. It is fortunate that 1964 has seen so much informed discussion
of this very w»roblem in the shane of three books:

Non~Streaming in the J nior School e¢d, 3.5im0n (P8, Pub, 5/-)

This book is in four sections and congists mainly of articles reprinted

from the mamazine "Forun®, Sectiont is tle evidence submitted to the

Plowden Conmittee by the magazine's editorial bozrd snd is called "The Cose
for Non-Streaming™; the other three sections are concerned with the attitudes
of teachers and children to streaming, the transiticn from streamed to none
stre~ied teaching, and uith the provlems of icthods in schools and troinins
colleres.,

Streaming: an nmiucational System in iinpizture w B.Jackson (Routledee,
Kegan & Paul 21/-.)
This book to some extent anticipates the N.i", 3,12, research nroject which
is at present zoinst on but of course Jackson': saimle wng much sualler =nd
thus his study (conducted under the auspices of the Institute of Cowiwunity
Studies) is of liaited value, as he hinself noints out. Il looks in so. .o
detail at the attitudes of teachers and parents to sireaning and aleo at
streaned schools in action,

.

The H e and the School by J.IF.I.D.uglas (lacfipbon md Kee 36/-)

This is the third main renort on an 13 year study of 5,000 children born
in the first week of limrch 1246 and it deals with their nrimary school
period up to the 11+, It is Ly far the nost immortant of the thkroe books
since it backs un all its assertions with very convincing statistics.
/continaced over
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Selection and De-Strearing in the Secondary Schools - continued

All of these three books are of crucinl innortance to the debate on
streaming. The main woints to emcrge arc:-

as Streaming in the nrimary scheols is resular nractice and very often
takes place at 7 not 11,

b, Teachers' judgements of ability are influenced by the types of home frou
which the children coue., Middle class children tend to be allocated to
the unper streaws and lower class children to the lower streans,
regardless of wncasurd ability,

c. The system is Uelfnvn idating since the less able children in the
unver streams improve more then the more able children, while the
more able in the lower streams deteriorate more than the less able
children.

d. The annual rate of transfer from one stream to another was found by
Douglas to be 2,.3% (Vernon rerards 107 as the .winimum needed to
counteract testinm errors,)

e. Very often the A strean children get superior treatment to the lower
streams in the fora of better equininent and teachers.

f. Many schools and teachers are successfully teaching children in non-
streamed groups.

g. Teachers on the whole supnort streaunins yet are very often uiraware of
what goes on outside their own schools {(or even classrooms). In
bartlcular they are irnorant of such facts as those contained in a-f
above.

h. Parents, too, tend to nccept streanming while reuaninins ignorant of
what it means to their children (e.g. that B or C stream children
rarelv or mever vnass the 11+).

These woints seen to me to wnresent o fornidable indictwment of
streamianr, but it is arcuable that thev are all negative, nresentins no
positive arsuments in favour of non-strenning, and in any case that they
apnly only to the primary sector., I can onlyv refer such =a critic to Simoi's
book where he will find that much therein is indced verv relevant to
Secondary education., Briefly, by adonting a wore flexible anproach to
teachin~ method (individual, ecroun, closs and tean teachinz); by substitutine
previous achievement for comparison with others as n yardstick and co-
operation for comnetition; hy apnroachine each child as an individual
instead of as an apnroxi«ntion to some wythical class average; in short by
trezating every clawm as thc heterorencous entity that it is instead of as
the hounogeneous entity that is administratively convenient to su-nose it to
be, secondary school teachers are at nresent teuachine normal size closses
successfully.
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PLAN FOR EDUCATICON by Alan Ronney

More councils are now pleonning for eomprehensive education - over 90 now
have, or are planning such scheres, And many other authorities are moving in
the same direction, Such plans deserve the enlightened support of all socialists.

Fleven-Plus

There is rather wide criticism of the elesven-plus, and the Labour Goverri-
ment is firmly ageinst this brutal system ~f selectinn. Under this system, 30
per cent are successful but 70 psr cent of ~ur children, mainly working=-class,
are told that they have faoiled nt eleven years of age.

Of those who pass this examination, six per cent go to the fee~paying
public schools, 17 per cent to grammar schools, three per cent to techniceal
high schools and four per cent to comprehensive schools. The 70 per cent
failures go to secondary miderns.

It's not surprising thot the eleven-plus can cause ~reat distress for the
children who fail, their parents and even their teachers. The various conpre=
hensive education plans aim to end this unhealthy competition.

Ccnmprehensives

It would seem clear that the 70 per cent eleven-plus foilures, their
parents and their secondary modern teachers would gain enormously by the
introductinn of comprehensive educntion,

The Liverpool educntion committee should be solidly supported in their
urgent plan to introduce n renl systen ~f comprehensive education next yerr.
Bristol, too, is b'1dly ending its subsidy to the direct-zrant grammar schools,

Campaign

But the opponents of comprehensives have organised agninst them. This should
spur parents and teachers of secindary modern school children and all scci-lists
to actively campaign for comprehensive schools,

The cppesition comes mainly from the srommor schools. However, their
opposition fails to admit thet a comprehensive educaticn policy aims to bring
all schools up to a grammar school level,

Cless Conflict

It's sad to see the way some gramaar school rarents, teachers and pupils
want to keep down those of the secondary modern schocls. There's the particulsrly
sad spectacle of some working-class parents with their children at grammar
scheools trying to keep down "the secondary modern 1ot",. This is probnbly causing
much amusement to the top six per cent of British school-children who atiend the
fze-paying public schools. How they must be enjoying themsolves over these
"lower class" squabbles,

Public Schocls,

Unfortunately the comprehensive schools won't offect them. The public scheools
will still provide an cducation for "top people", The only way to break up the
political power of Eton, Earrow, Winchester, Oxford and Cambridge circult is to
ban the fee-paying public schnols altogether. This is really vital, It will he
no use talking about the quality of opportunity of the comprehensive schonlg if
the rich can still buy edusational privilege for their children ot public schools,
It is to be hoped that Mr.Stowart, the new Iinister of Education, will completely

[97]

ot

remedy this by integrating the public schools into the comprehensive system »f
education,
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SOCIALIST EDUCATIONAL A SOCTATION*

mns e isn Ass—

The aims of S.E.A, are many. It must propagate the ideas of compre-
hensive education in the Labour Party itself and this is no mean task,
since party volicy is very often understood only in part by most members.,
The deeply conservative nature of many Labour L.E.A.'s means also that we
must act as a pressure group at Constituency and Borough Labour Party
level., In addition to these comparatively simple tasks S.E.A. must
continually be examining existing comnprehensive schools, selection tests,
the rival claims of heredity and environment in shavning intelligence,
effects of streaming and non-streaning and the educability of children
generally,

*The Socialist Educational Association is affiliated to the Labour Party
and was founded from the National Association of Labour Teachers (N.,A,L.T.).
Address: 29 Beaumont Rise, London, N.19.

NOTTINGHAM S,E,A.

The Nottinsham branch has exverienced a considerable revival in the
last six months., This revival derives from a Labour Government at
Whitehall, the need for local initiative in the field of comprehensive
education and a local secretary* prepared to devote himself to this
particular aspect of the struggle for socialismn.

Nottingham S.E.A. Meetings for the immediate future are:=-

Comprehensive Schools add'the Labour Party - 15th January 1965.
7.20pm at the Peoples Hall, Heathcote Street, Nottinghan,

Teachers' Salaries and the Labour CGovepnment - 16th February 1965,
7.30pm at the Clinton Arms, Shakespeare Street, Nottinrham,

The International Trend against Streamine and Segregation - 8th March 1965,
7.30pm at the Clinton Arms, Shakespeare Street, Nottingham,

*David Wood, 3 Claremont G~rdens, Lbury Road, Nuttincham,.

.

C.,A.S.E. (Council for the ,.dvancement of State Education)
Did you know that there was a Nottingharm branch ?

This rapidly expandine organisation (twelve branches in the Midlands)
is non-political and non-sectarian., It exists to promote the improvement
of all forms of State Education from nrimary schools to universities.
Anyone interested should write to:=~

C.A.,S.E.,

2a label Grove,

West Bridgford,
Nottinshamshire,



