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S.W.P. Calls for an Anti-War Vote!

I

EMBARGO REPEAL IS STEP TOWARDS WAR!

Bill Turns U. S.

Cast Number-One
Ballot for Shachtman
In Bronx-=Write=In
Paine in Manhattan

Entering the last weeks of the New York election cam-
palon Max Shachtman and George Lyman Paine, Council-
manic candidates of the Socialist Workers Party for the
Bronx and Manhattan, called upon the workers of both bor-
oughs to cast their number one ballots for the anti-war party
-as an endorsement of its struggle agamst the war and Ameri-
can involvement in it.

“We ask the voters of the Bronx to cast their number one
ballot for Shachtman and in Manhattan to write-in the name
of Georze Lyman Paine as a vote symbolic of the desire to
place in the City Council representatives of the party which is
really fighting against war,” both candidates declared today.

ertmg to the South Bronx Committee for Tolerance on
the fascist issue, Candidate Shachtman stated, “My position
on the question of intoierance and of such movements as are
represented by the so-called ‘Christian Mobiiizers’ and the
‘Christian Front’ is the position uncompromisingly held by my
Party, the Socialist Workers Party. We condemn all such
movements which are aimed at dividing the working class in
the face of their real enemies along the artificial lines of race
and religion.”

The letter, which was read at a public mass meeting spon-
sored by the South Bronx Committee, declares further, “We
stand at all times for the unity of the working class in defense
of its interests regardless of racial or religious opinions or
origins. We do not, however, confine ourselves to a purely
literary condemnation of fascism, fascist groups and their
activities. Our Party calls for the organization of Workers
Defense Guards to protect the labor movement and all national
or religious minorities from the assaults of the fascists.”

Although George Lyman Paine has been ruled off the
Counci.manic ballot -by the Board of Elections on a flimsy

technicality, the Campaign Committee reiterated its plan for a
{Continued:on Page 3)

Behind the Lines

By GEORGE STERN

By GEORGE STERN

The fuss being kicked up over
the City of Flint incident is part
of a many-sided campaign con-
sciously designed to whip up
‘anti-Soviet sentiment in this
country, ‘

Roossvelt’'s State Department
is using the kind of language in
this affair that is used only
against an enemy, actual or po-
tential. In the very midst of all
the to-do over the City of Flint,
shipping companies which have
had at 1least five vessels de-
tained for weeks by the British
navy have been unable to get
Franklin’s man Cordell to say
even boo to the British. But

and private, to prepare the
zround for American participa-
sion in the war against Russia
shat most of -the Allied states-
men still count- on as the ulli-
.nate outcome of the present
conflict. - ~

That is the meaning of the
City of Flint hullabaloo. It is
also the meaning of the diplo-
matic game going on across the
other side of the world in Tokyo
where Roosevelt, in collaboration
with the British, is testing the
ground for a deal with Japan
that will assure the Japanese
role in the projected anti-Soviet
war. Chamberlain hoped to get
Hitler to fight Russia instead of
having to fight Hitler himself

when the City of Flint matter
‘came up, the Roosevelt war deal
gang went to work full blast
and, naturally, the wholz press
. is glezfu’ly joining in ganging
"up on Russia.

There is a lot of palaver about
“international law’ being spilled
over this affair. It so happens
that in seizing the vessel the
Germans were within their
“rights”—as rights go under the

anarchy cynically labelled “in-:

ternational law.” But this inter-
national law seems to consist
mainly of the prerogatives of
those strong enough to take
what they want. Roosevelt has
been doing a little one-man leg-
islating in this field himself, as
when he quite arbitrarily ruled
a little while ago that Amer.can
territorial waters extend not to
the usual three-mile limit but
1,000 miles out to sea and far-
ther if necessary.

So let no one get het up about
who's “right” and who's
“wrong.” There’s nothing right

in the midst of impérialist war
except the fiercest, most unre-
lenting strugg’e aga'nst it.

The main thing to get hold of
is the fact that the Roosevelt
administration is d:liberately en-
gaged in a drive, both public

irst. In the same way, the Wall
Street-Roosevelt cabal hopes to
fan a Soviet-Japanese conflict
without first having to eliminate
Japanese power itself.

As this drive gets underway,
cne thing has to be kept clearly
and firmly in mind by every
thinking worker who rightly
hates Stalin and all his works.
The war-mongering bosses are
aiming straight at the restora-
tion of private properly in Rus-
sia. 'The collectivized economy
created by the workers in their
revolution remains, d2spite Stal-
in’s grotesque distortion of it,
the main object of capitalist
katred.

Our job is not to help the cap-
italists restore privale property
in Russia but to prevent them
trom doing it. Our job is to help

Scenes in the Campaign for
Max Shachtinan and George
Lyman Paine, Councilmanic .
Candidates of the Socialist
Workers Party, Local New
York.

Socialist Appeal Staff Photo

i On the streets and in the
halls of Manhattan and
the Bronx, the Socialist
Workers Party carries
on its anti-war campaign.

Into Armory for

lied War Camp

Roosevelt, Having Pushed Immedlate Plans
Through the Senate, with the House Sure
To Follow, Will Now Adjourn Congress

The Administration steam-roller, rejuvenated by a slashe

ing 3 to 1 victory over the collapsing isolationists in the Sen-
ate, this weex cut debate on Roosevelt’s war-promoting Neu-
rality Act down to twelve hours maximum, and was all set

to,have the bill on the White House desk and the session ad-

journed before Saturday.

During its passage through the Senate, the pretense thht
the Roosevelt .measure was designed to safeguard United ,

States “‘neutrality’” was grad-
ually dropped. Defenders and
opponents alike admitted quite
irankly that the object of the
bill is to line up the United
States on the side of the An
glo-French war machine.
Every amendment that
might have slowed down the:
march toward war was quick-

ly thrown out by huge majori-
ties. It took about ten minutes to
dispose of a watered version of
the Ludlow Amendment offered
by Senator LaFollette. The

(Npecial to the Soctalist Appeal)

MINNEAPQLIS, Oct. 30 —
Twenty-five men and women g9
or trial today in- Judge Joyce’'s
Federal court for their partici-
pation in the nation-wide WPA
strike this summer.

This is the third trial so far
As in the first two, in which eight
WPA workers were found guilty
and four were acquitted, the de-
fendants are being tried formally
under a provision of the Roose-
velt-Woodrum Relief Law which
makes it a crime to “interfere
with’’ WPA workers. Actually,
however, they are being tried un-
der the Roosevelt - made law:
“You can't strike against “the
government.” )

Businessmen’s Jury
It is expected that, as in the

‘| first two trials, the jury will be

drawn from rural sections of this
Federal district, to make sure
that no workers or friends of la-
bor are on lhe jury.

Where facts cannot be twisted
to arouse the prejudices of a bus-
inessmen’s jury, the Federal pros-
ecutor—proceeding under orders
from Washington — adds to the
charges a ‘“‘conspiracy” indict-
ment, and the judge defines “con-
spiracy’” in such broad terms that
convictions can be voted by the
jury without bothering about evi-
dence. *

In the last trial, Judge Joyce
instruct:ng the jury on the mean-
ing of the ‘conspiracy” indict-
ment, made it broad enough to
cover practically every WPA and
unzmployed worker in the coun-
try who supported or sympathiz-
ed with the WPA strike. He told
the jury a conspiracy indictment
“does not mean conspirators must
be acquainted or take part in

1 which

conception of the conspiracy’ '~
in plain English means
ithat a man does not have to con-
°pire in order to be a conspirator.
*Circumstantial Evidence
“Those who come in,later and

the Russian workers overthrow !cooperate to obtain unlawful re-
Stalin and re-assert their own |sults of a conspiracy become

power and the way to do this
best is to put an end to privat2
property through workers’ rev-
olution here and everywhere in
this charnel house of a bosses’
world.

That
peace and plenty.

is the road to future
All other

ways lead to blind alleys of

partners and assume responsibili-
ty for that which went before,”
said the judge.

“Proof of a conspiracy,” he
went on, “may be by circumstan-
tial evidence. . . . The object of a
conspiracy need not be accom-
plished to make it a conspiracy.
It is suflicient to show that 2

death and destruction and per-group came to a mutual under-

petuated poverty.

standing or agreement to per-

IMINNEAPOLIS PUTS ANOTHER
TWENTY-FIVE W.P.A. STRIKERS
ON TRIAL IN FEDERAL COURT

form an unlawful act against the
government, whether they acted
separately or together.”
Anti-Labor Weapon

The conspiracy charge was a
notorious weapon used by boss-
dominated courts against trade
unions for many decades. It vio-
lated, among other things, the
fundamental tenet of law that
men should not be punished ex-
cept for overt acts. If “‘the object

of a conspiracy need not be ac-!

complished to make it a conspir-
acy,” any strike action defined as
a conspiracy is punishable. Orga-
nized labor was successful in
fcrecing the courts to abandon
this form of frameup to a con-
siderable extent—until now, when
it is revived by the Roosevelt ad-
ministration!

United States Attorney Ander-
sen, who has so far secured in-
dictments against 150 men, wo-
men and youth, announced this
week that he has petitioned the

(Continued on Page 3)

THE FLAME OF
REVOLUTION STILL
BURNS IN GERMANY

Under a Copenhagen date-
-line of Sept. 24, the Berlin cor-
respondent of the Paris Temps
—a journalist who spent years
in Germany before the present
war—reports the following in-
teresting item concerning un-
derground activity in German
cities which are blacked out
nightly as a precaution against
Allied air raids:

“BERLIN AT NIGHT.

“According to information
received from various sources,
the German police are increas-
ing their vigilance against nu-
merous outrages and acts of
sabotage. In Berlin and other
large cities, night patrols have
been organized of SS men and
volunteers in order to: sup-
press disorders committed un-
der protection of the darkness.
A few nights ago in the old
communist section of Berlin,
a patrol discovered a number
of placards on walls, bearing
a red barder and these words:
‘Down with Hitler and Stalin!

MEXICAN STALIN

FILTHY ANTI-SEMITIC ATTACK

ISTS PUBLISH

ON THE TROTSKYIST MOVEMENT

By DIEGO MONTANEZ

The Oct. 18 issue of ‘“‘La Voz de
Mexico,” organ of the Communist
Party of Mexico, carries the fol-
lcwing headline on page 2: “Trot-
skyist Jews Support Almazan.”
The fact that no Trotskyists,
Jewish or otherwise, are support-
ing Almazan (a reactionary Pres-
idential candidate) is here com-
paratively unimportant. What is
important is the anti - Semitic
note .in the propaganda of the
Stalinist wing of the Stalin-Hitler
bloc.

The article reads as follows:
“A group of Trotskyists that
meets at No. 15 Tacuba Street,
composed in its majority of Jew-
ish and capitalist elements, has
dedicated itself to attacking the
regime of President Cardenas and
supporting Almazan. The last]
meeting of the afore-mentioned!
individuals, on the Polish situa-!
tion, produced a scandalous affair.
Not everyone present agreed w th
the way the leaders of the group

N. M. U. Bureaucrats Skirt Real
Demands of Maritime Workers

By .SIDNEY MOORE

In the Oct. 27 issue of the Pilot,
the leadership of the National
Iiaritime Union declared through
an editorial that, “in drawing up
our proposed agreement this year,
we based our demands upon the
minimum needs of the member-
ship.” And what should one of the
MAIN DEMANDS be? “Our

main demand is that the present|.>

agieement be clarified so as to
expedite the mechanics of inter-
pretation.”

Here we have the cowardly ad-
mission by a bureaucratic lead-
ership that their struggle for the
rank and file demands means ex-
actly nothing. Their attempt to
clarify the issues to an impatient
membership is as clear as their
“main demand.” To understand
that peculiar and menan'ngless
ohrase thrown out almost in-
sultingly to the rank aad file as
2 “main demand,” we must firgt-
ly restate the ACTUAL DE-
MANDS and the REAL situa-
tion existing on the waterfront.

There is a crisis developing on

the waterfronts of the Eastern
seaboard, Within a few weeks
the maritime workers can expect]
an unprecedented boss offensive
against their living standards and
organized power. It must bs
c.early understood that the Roos-
evelt War Deal Administration,
acting through the agzncy of the
Federal Maritime Commission, is
% joint alliance with the ship-
owners in this union-smash.ng
cdrive. No victory can be expected
by the maritime workers unless
they are aware of this ACTUAL
alliance, and govern their actions
accordingly.

The present leadership of the
NMU has constantly attempted
to kefuddle the membership on
this score. Even worse, the Stal-
‘nist leadership is still writing
blank checks for the War Deal
Administration. They are vainly
attempting to separate before the
xyes of the membership this be-
hind-the-scenes but nevertheless
actual alliance between Big Bus-

iness and the boys in the White

House. Thus,
editorial:

“One of the answers of Big
Business, which certainly includ-
es shipowners, was the Dies Com-
mittee. Its purpose was two-fold: {
smear labor and the Roosevelt
Administration.” This, in face of
the fact that every union busting
campaign was always begun by
the Maritime Commi ssion—a, col-
‘ection of Roosevelt's right-hand
men. Proof? The opening of tha,
fink-herding halls .on the East
coast by the Maritime Commis-
sion to break the power of the
Union hiring hall. The recruit-
cent tanker strike by these fink|
ralls and by Hoffman’s Island—
a Maritime Commission base to
“train” new men in the ‘“sea-go-
ing tradition.”’ :

Basic Demands

Notwithstanding the Stalinist
white-washing sguad, and con-
spicuous by their absence in the
daily propaganda of the Pilot,

are the following basic economic
(Continued on Page 3)

in the same Pilot

v ey R

treated the Polish problem; hav-
ing protested energetically, the
dissenters were insulted and, an
attempt to throw them out of
the room being violently: resisted
by them, the meeting broke up
i blows. .

“Among the Trotskyist Jews
who distinguished themselves by
their attacks on the Soviet Un-
ion, the Communist Party, the
PRM and President Cardenas
were the music critic Khan, the
iiry goods merchant, Zaharias,
and two of the editors of La Voz
Israelita named Rubinstein and
Abrahams..

“These individuals, openly in-
tervening in national political
questions (What, ‘“comrades”?
Aren’t Jews a-legitimate part of
the nation? ‘D. M.), also attacked
General Manuel Avila Camacho,
calling him an agent of Stalin,
and declaring that the candidate
who should be supported is Gen-
eral Juan Andreu Almazan.”

' ~ Usual Demagogy

The article then ends, in the
typical style of the Nazi dema-
gogue .with whom their master
Stalin has now allied himself,
with an attack on the ‘capital-

ist Jews.” The last paragraph
reads: .
“The " Mexican people must,

know who are the new friends

capitalist Jews, exploiters of the
Mexican working men and wo-
mien, rich monopolistic merchants
who starve the people.” (Empha-
sis mine. —D. M.) .

For four years, until a few

‘wekes ago, the Latin-American

agents of Stalin were licking the;]
boots of the ‘“democratic” impev-
(Cont_inued on Page 3)

“strict clauses’” even of the bill
as originally presented by the ad-
ministration forces were chopped
away.
Legal Formula

The bill origina.ly pconibited U.
S. ships from entering any beilig-
erent ports. Now only the bellig-
erent ports in the north of Eur-
ope. are on the closed list. ‘i‘he

‘plan that bellxgerents must pay

cash for and take title to all
goods before they leave this coun-
try is got around by another am--
endment which makes this pro-
vision apply only to belllgereut
governments and not to “private”
citizens or firms w1thin the war-
ring countries. ’

The bill, as it is coming out of
Congress, amounts simply to this:
a legal formula for turning the
U.S. into the chief armory for
Anglo-French imperialism and at

;| the same time building U.S. arma-

ment industries upto peak pro-
duction in Ppreparation for the
day when Roosevelt decides to
declare war as master of the
“democratic” bloc.

Bombers On Their Way

On the day of the final Senate
vote, the newspapers of Paris
and London carried banner head-
lines announcing the great vid-
tory which they had won m
Washington.

According to reliable _reports,
the flow of airplanes will not ev-
en wait for boats to ship them.
Hundreds of bombers, it is said,
will, beginning next week, be
flown first to the great airport
al Botwood, Nova Scotia. From -
there they will take off for Eng-
land and France.

The Botwood bage has, durmg
the past several years, been re-
constructed w1th exactly this
plan in mind. Flying the planes
over will save time and in -all
probability  be accompa.med by
fewer losses than if the planes |
were shlpped—sxnce one ship tor-
pedozd means from 20 to 50
pianes gone. Naturally, a fair
percentage of the planes from
Botwood will fail to. finish the
trip, which will be hard on the pi-
lols concerned. But, Chamberlain
and Roosevelt figure, there are
plenty of young men to make pi-
.cts out of,

With fhe lifting of the embargo,
Roosevelt will have got every-
thing out of Congress that ue

|wants for the moment. He will,
and partisans of Almazan: the:

therefore, send them away from
Washington in double-quick time,
sc that he will be left free from
any possible interference in tak- -
ing the new and rapid steps to-
ward war which are to follow in
the next two months. And he will
have a chance to complete his
projected four billion dol.ar arms
budget to present to the regular
session when it opens on Jan. 3.

_platform.
or

or
29 ELECTION POSTERS

sity Place, New York City.

What Your Dollar Can Do

ONE DOLLAR will distribute 150 copies of our election

350 ELECTION 'I‘HROW-AWAYS

FIVE DOLLARS will put one unemployed comrade to work
stumping for the anti-war message of the Socialist Wori-
ers Party and its banner bearer, Max Shachtman

GIVE TO THE ANTI-WAR PARTY :

GIVE TO THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN FOR MAX SHACHT-

MAN AND GEORGE LYMAN PAINE
Send your coniributions to: E. R. FRANK, 116 Unlver-
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Franklin Roosevelt, War-Monger

On April 14, addressing the Governing Board of the
Pan-American Union in New York, Franklin Roosevelt,
war-monger ,warned all foreign powers to keep their hands
o>ff “continental America.” In other words, Latin America
was the exclusive property of. American imperialism.

On April 16, Franklin Roosevelt, war-monger, asked
Congress for $200,000,000 to widen the Panama Canal for
war. On July 2, the National Guard staged a big war dem-
onstration in Chicago, with tramping men, bombing planes
flying, martial music playing.

On Auzust 18, Queen’s University, at Kingston, Ontar-
io, conferred an honorary degree on the President. In his
speech of acceptance, Franklin Roosevelt, war-monger,
pledged the armed forces of the Americas for the defense
of Canada.

On September 25, when the German-Czechoslovakian
crisis became acute, Franklin Roosevelt, never missing a
chance, addressed appeals for peace to Hitler and Benes. In
reality those letters were addressed to the American people,
preparing them for war. What else did Roosevelt mean by
this: “The supreme desire of the American people is to live
in peace. But in the event of a general war they face the
fact that no nation can escape the consequences of such a
world catastrophe.” Day by day he drummed war into the
cars and dangled it before the eyes of the American people.

War requires national unity. On October 15, Roosevelt
issued an appeal to business to cooperate with the govern-

.ment. Above all, war requires a docile labor movement, and

one of the war-monger’s main preoccupations is to get the

* C.I1.O. and the A.F. of L. united so that he can “discipline”

them. To the A.F. of L. convention, in the fall, he wrote a
letter asking for a settlement of their quarrel with the
C.I.O.

The Lima Swindle

On October 14, the War Office announced that it had
completed ‘a survey of ten thousand factories for the pur-
posec of working out a skeleton organization to coordinate
production in war. From the factory owners, said the War
Office, it had met with a spirit of complete cooperation. No
doubt. The war is for their benefit. These gentlemen do not
go to war themselves, and they pile up enormous profits.

On October 26, Franklin Roosevelt, war-monger, said in
a radio speech that the war plans must be completely over-
hauled and accelerated. On November 15, he raised a new
“continental defense.” The land, sea, and air forces
would be brought to the level needed for action anywhere
from the Arctic Circle to Cape Horn. He would hang his

.war-helmet on any peg, the higher the better. Near the end

of the year he announced his delegation to the Lima con-
ference..

Lab(ir and the Second World War

This Lima conference was the most potent of all the
threadbare swindles Roosevelt has been perpetrating on the
people. The largest of the Latin American countries, Brazil,
is a fascist state. So is Bolivia. So is Paraguay. In fact,
there are not more than half a dozen “democracies” in all
Latin America. But with the coming war in mind, Cordell
Hull, under Roosevelt’s orders, spent weeks intrizuing for
a declaration of solidarity in the name of American “dem-
ocracies.” The end of 1938 saw Hull bringing back to his
master the lying Declaration of Lima. Hull did not state
that his hardest job at the Conference had been to stifle a
resolution by the Latin American countries against, not
Hitler and Mussolini, but against American intervention in
Latin America on behalf of American investors. The best
that Hull could do was postpone it for five years.

" Roosevelt celebrated the end of the year by announcing
on December 28 that he would build ten thousand war

" planes. Thus ends a short summary of Roosevelt’s work

for “democracy” and “peace” in 1938.

Look at the Record

 Naturally 1939 saw him step up the furious pace of
1938. We can only point to the highlights. A war budget of
$1,319,558,000.: On January 31, he said that America’s
frontier was “in France.” He attacked his old enemy, the
Ludlow referendum. Let the people vote on war? No, said
Roosevelt. Eleanor Roosevelt wrote a special art1cle in
Liberty denouncing the bill.

He fought to remove the embargo on the sale of arms.
Today he mouths phrases about neutrality. But months be-
fore the war had begun in Europe, he announced that
America would go in. Speaking at Warm Springs in Georg-
ia in the spring of 1939, he said he would go back in the
fall “if we don’t have a war.” The Washington Post inter-
preted this to mean that a new war was rapidly approach-
ing and that it was hopeless to believe that America could
keep out. In one of his press conferences, Rooseveit warm-
ly approved this editorial.

Think back for a moment, workers and farmers, and se¢
the pit that American imperialism has been digging for you

through its agent and grave-aigger, Franklin Roosevelt.

This ncomparable liar, while carrying on sham battles
with the monied interests, has in reality been doinz their

© job Dbetter than they could do it themselves, for he still has
- a little popularity with the masses. Only space prevents us

from amplifying this terrible catalogue, but we have said
enough to show that he is the most dangerous demagogue
who ever sat in the White House and the greatest living
menace to the peace and security of the American people.

'The Attack on the Workers

Your imperialist has to prepare his armaments and whip
-up people. But whether he is fascist or “democratic,” he has

By J. R. Johnson

also to *“discipline” the working class movement in order to
carry on his war.

In November of 1938 the W.P.A. stood at an all-time
high. Why? Through Roosevelt’s concern for workers in
the cold days of wmterP Nonsense. Election Day is the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in November and Roose-
velt wanted the workers’ votes. As soon as the elections
were over, Roosevelt began a nationwide assault on labor,
attacking the democratic rizhts of the workers, and striking
at W.P.A. and relief. A

Roosevelt’s Supreme Court, by its decision in the Fan-
steel case, outlawed the sit-down strike. A Philadelphia

" court gave the-Apex Hosiery Company damages of nearly
three-quarters of a million dollars against the Hosiery
Workers Union. Girdler’s Republic Steel followed this
pointer by suing the C.I.O. for seven and a half miilion
dollars of damages during the 1937 strike, including loss of
trade. No more deadly weapon was ever discovered by a
capitalist government than this decision to penalize striking
workers for capitalist loss of trade. In effect it bars all
strikes. In Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Oregon the legisla-
tures. passed laws forbidding mass picketinz.

Congress cut the wages of building workers on the
W.P.A., and Roosevelt came out with the declaration,
“You can’t strike against the government.” At the same
time he sought to break the spirit of the workers by slash
after slash at the W.P.A. Roosevelt proposed an appropri-
ation of $875,000,000, and Congress, in opposition pro-
posed one of $725,000,000. There was a great battle,
Roosevelt supposedly for the workers and Congress against
them. But few workers (except those who received their
pink slips) noticed that Roosevelt's own figure meant driv-
ing thousands of workers into starvation. Later even these
sham fights were abandoned. Roosevelt’s proposed appro-
priation for the W.P.A. in his April 27 budget message
was so low that no one in Congress, neither Republican nor
‘Torv Democrat, found it too high. The F.B.I. and the
Federal court seized the opportunity of the Minneapolis|
W.P.A. strike to launch a bitter attack at the workers of
that militant town.

Witn the beginning of the war in Europe, Roosevelt
strained like a hound on the leash. Before two weeks of
war he declared'a state of “‘partial national emergency.” He
appointed special members of the F.B.I. to investigate “sub-
versive activities,” i.e., all those who mean resolutely to
oppose the war. Attorney-General Mu‘rphy made a tour of
the whole country looking for spies. It is the same old
trick. All who expose the war-mongers and their plans will
be called “spies” and German agents, and the unthinking
among the masses of the people will be incited against
those who try to warn them.

(Continued in Next I ssue)

Hav_in'g.a.dopted the Roosevelt war program at their respective
ccnventjons, the CIO and*AFL bureaucracies proceeded to carry out
along with its other aspects, the anti-Soviet orientation of that war
program.. The AFL convention adopted a resolution for a boycott

- against all Soviet goods. The needle trades bureaucrats, heading the

American Labor Party, in their pro-Anglo-French resolution of Oct
4, made clear their support of a war against the Soviet Union. That
would be a holy war, according to the brazenly war-mongering New
Leader, organ of the Social-Democratic Federation.

No revolutionist can support either the Anglo-French-American
camp or the Hitler-Stalin camp in the American labor movement.
The task of the revolutionist is to build and recruit into the third
camp: the camp of revolutionary struggle against war.

On all questions connected with the war, the third camp stands
on a different -program than that of the two war-camps. This is
equally true of our attitude to the Soviet Union. We neither join
the democratic war-mongers in their war against the Soviet Union,
nor do we join the Hitler-Stalin camp in their justification of Hitler,
and Stalin,

Trying to Straddle Unbridgeable Gaps

But, beside unequivocal spokesmen for the three camps, there
are also those in the labor movement who are trying to straddlk
belween two camps and who, to justify this impossible acrobatic
stunt, deliberately blur and confuse the issues. Up to the Stalin
Hitler pact, the Stalinists used to have many allies who performed
this task of confusion; but these are falling away beneath the blows
of the democratic war-morngers. But there are other purveyors of
confusion, who are useful to the democratic war-mongers. We refar
te the Socialist party of Norman Thoma.s and the Lovestoneites
(Independent Labor League).

Lest they no longer receive crumbs from the tables of the CIO
and AFL bureaucracies, the Thomas-Lovestone groups try to keep
one foot in the camp of the democratic war-mongers. We have writ-
ten several articles describing this gymnastic feat, particularly on
the Thomas-Lovestone support of the American Labor Party’s pro
war resolution of Oct. 4, and their servile whitewash of the CIO-
AFL declarations for Roosevelt’s war program. -

On the question of the Soviet Union, as on all others connected

Thomas-Lovestone Groups Yield to the
- Pressure of “Democratic” Imperialists

By FELIX MORROW

with the war, the Thomas-Lovestone groups adapt themsslves to,
cater to the prejudices of the camp of democratic war-mongers.
Until the signing of the Hitler-Stalin pact, the Thomas-Love-
stone groups recognized that the Soviet Union still retains the eco-
nomic conquests of the October Revolution—nationalized property;
the Lovestoneites still stood for the defense of the Soviet Union
against impetialism, and the Socialist party stood for something
like that (it is hard often to find out what the S.P. stands for pro-

grammatically); the Thomas-Lovestone groups also recognized that

there was a conflict between the Stalinist bureaucracy and the in-
tereste of the Soviet Union.

All this the Thomas-Lovestone groups appear to have drovned
overbsa.a without notice after the Hitler-Stalin pact. Why? They
give no explanation. But they now write of the Soviet Un;on in
terms which they never employed before.

Lovestoneites Silent on Defense of the U.S.S.R.

The Lovestoneites, in their convention resolution on the war,

'evade the question whether the Russian workers should defend the

Soviet Union against the capitalist world. All they say is:
“Tomorrow, if Stalin succeeds in driving his own people
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into war on the side of either imperialist block (already he
is aiding Germany), we must give solidarity and support
to the Russian people against their own war-makers also.”
(Workers Age, Sept. 16)

But if Stalin remains in power, shall the Russian workers de-
fend the Soviet Union? The Lovestoneites do not say. And not to
say, means no defense.

The Thomasites call upon Roosevelt to apply the embargo on
arms against the Soviet Union; and when we sharply call Thomas
to account for this anti-Soviet act, the Lovestoneites rush to Thom-
as' defense, with the broad implication that the Trotskyists have
become Stalinists. (Workers Age, Oct. 21)*

A New “Theory” on the U.S.S.R.

The Thomas-Lovestone groups justify this anti-Soviet position
by characterising the Soviet Union in new terms: as an imperialist
regime or program. Thomas’ paper says editorially:

“Russian Bolshevism, which was never socialistic, not
any more than is Hitler's brand of national socialism, has
embarked on an imperialist program.” (The Call, Sept. 30)

And Lovestone’s paper approvingly reprints a declaration of the
British Independent Labor Party, which says:

“Russia’s present move marks the final stage *in the
departure by the Stalin regime from the principles of
international socialism and its adoption of purely imper-
ialistic power politics.” (Workers Age, Oct. 28).

The pseudo-radical application of the term, “imperialism,” to

the Soviet Union actually enables the Thomas-Lovestone groups to
smuggle into the labor movement a reformist theory of imperialism.

Lenin taught us that imperialism is the last stage of monopoly
capitalism. He developed the scientific definition of imperialism, and
he wagéd war against all other definitions of imperialism, 4nd with
good reason. For he was thereby fighting against Kautsky’s theory
of imperialism, which hides within it a justification of the war-
mongers.

“The important thing,” wrote Lenin, “is that Kautsky detaches
the policy of imperialism from its economics, speaks of annexations
as being a policy ‘preferred by finance capital,’ and opposes to it
another bourgeois policy which he alleges to be possible on the same
basis of finance capital. The result is bourgeois reformism instead of
revolution,” Lenin pointed out, for the fight is reduced to supporting
one bourgeois policy against the “worse” one.

They Sabotage Struggle Against Stalinism
The Bonapartist bureaucracy which exists as a parasitic disease
upon the body of the Soviet Union rnust be destroyed, or it will de-

* Truth being insufficient to make the point, the Lovestoneites re-
sort to invention: they quote me as saying at a public meeting that
anyone who condemned the Russian invasion of Poland was an en-
emy of the Soviet Union, and that I also said that the Red Army—
and they put it in quotation marks!—was “bringing liberation and
soc'alism to.the Poles.” What I actually said was a mere repetition
of the estimate of the Polish invasion which Leon Trotsky made in

the Socialist Appeal, Oct. 10.
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stroy the Soviet Union. But the struggle for the destruction of the
Stalinist burea.ucracy is not helped, but is rather sabotaged, by con-
cessions to theé democratic war-mongers. That is the cnme of the
Thomas-Lovestone groups.

That they are yielding to the wave of democratic chauvinism is
obvious if one analyzes the logic of their present position. By what
logic could they be for the defense of the Soviet Union in the period
of the Franco-Soviet pact and dgainst it now, in the per.od of the
Hitler-Stalin pact? How is it possible to abandon now the funda-
mental distinction between the Stalinist bureaucracy and the Soviet
Union? Only by one kind of logic: the logic of democratic patriot-
ism: it is all right to defend the Soviet Unien when it is allied with
the democratic imperialists, but not when it is allied with'the fascist
imperialists. That is the open, avowed logic of the American Labor
Party bureaucrats in their Oct. 4 resolution-—and to this loglc the
Thomas-Lovestone groups have succumbed.

Unlike the ALP bureaucrats, the Thomas-Lovestone groups try
to palm this off as “revolutionary.” To expose this fraud one need
only compare their intransigent language about Stalin with their
dulcet tone about the war-mongers in the camp which is opposed to
Stalin—the British Labor Party, the French Socialist party, the CIO,
AFL, ALP, etc.

For Defense of the Soviet Union

This article need not repeat at length that which has been made
80 clear in our numerous documents: our draft theses on war (1934),
the program of the Fourth International, Trotsky's latest docu-
ment, “The USSR in War” (November New International), etc. Our

defense of the Soviet Union has nothing in common whatsoever with

the “defense” provided by the Stalinist bureaucracy. We have been
and remain the irreconcileable enemies of the Stahmst bureaucracy.
We said, already in 1934, (“War and the Fourth International’).
drawing the political gonclusions from our analysis of the Bonapart-
ist bureaucracy and the property relations established by the Octob-
er Revolution:

"“a) Only the proletarian revolution in the West can
save the USSR as the workers’ state in case of a lqng
protracted war.

“b) The preparation for a proletarian revolution in
‘friendly,’ ‘allied,” as well as enemy countries is conceivable
only with the complete indepsndence of the world prole-
tarian vanguard from the Soviet bureaucracy.

“c) The unconditional support of the USSR against
the imperialist armies must go hand in hand with revolu-
tionary Marxist criticism of the war and the diplomatic
policy of the Soviet government, and with the formation
inside of the USSR of a real revolutlonary party of Bol-
shevik-Leninists.”

They Called Us “Anti-Soviet"!

It is ironical to recall today that this position was characterized
as “anti-soviet”'by the Thomas-Lovestone groups. How many times
was that epithet thrown at us by Thomas’ caucus leaders, Jack Alt-
man and Murray Baron, in their expulsion campaign against us
(1936-1937)! The Thomasites, as usual, didn’t attempt to organize
their thoughts in orderly form, but the Lovestoneites did. Here is
what they wrote about our 1934—and present—position:

“Trotsky is bulldmg an international upon the basis of

an extreme anti-soviet and anti-comintern orientation.”
“In this respect [socialism in one country] the Central
Committee, and after its disruption, Stalin and his g oup,
in spite of various crudities of formulation and blunders in

. detail, have been correct, and Trotsky’s fiercely elojuent
phrases about not ‘socialism in one country’ but ‘world
revolution,” served only to cloak a purely negative and

defeatist pessimism as to the p0551b1hty of building social-
ism.”

TROTSKY TELLS BRITISH PAPER
HE WILL NOT WRITE FOR IT
IN SHARPLY WORDED STAIEMENT

MEXICO CITY, Oct. 23—Leon Trotsky today rejected a re-
quest from the London Daily Herald, wice’ y circulated official organ
of the British Labor Party, for an article which, in effect, would
nave meant ‘bo siering ithe gritish war aims in conformity with the
policy of the Daily Herald.

The exchange of caktles tetween the editor of the Da.l) Herald
and Leon Trotsky wags as follows:

“Cable Prepaid

“Leon Trotsky

“Mexico

“8ix hundred word article by return cable giving your reasons
for opposing negotiations allies with Russia STOP Bernard Shaw ar-

ticle supporting Stalin wi:l appear same page STOP Prepared order
fifteen pounds if published.

“Editor, Daily Herald
“London, Oct. 20.”
“Cable Prepaid '
“Leon Trotsky
“Mexico
“Would welcome immediate reply if prepared cable article re-
quested last Friday or not STOP If agreeable please cable article
today at latest.
“Editor, Dally Herald
“London, Oc¢t. 23.”
“Cable Collect
“Editor, Daily Herald
“London
“You did not publish my letter pro\testing imperialist London
policy ‘against Mexico STOP You did not publish my statement on
coming war granted to your own correspondent Vincent STOP Now
you want to adapt me to your anti-socialist policy STOP That will
not succeed.
“Leon Trotsky
“Coyoacan, Oct. 23.”

One of the taunts which the
Stalin’sts are now receiving from
progressives is, “So you're going
Trotskyite, eh? Taking their po-
sition.” However, the differences
between the S.W.P. with its long
standing fight against imperialist
war and the sudden phaney turn
of the C.P. are pretty well defined
in these areas and there isn't
much likelihood of serious confu-
sion.

On the part of Stalinist ranks,
if their attitude in union meet-
ings is any criterion, the new
turn came just in time to save

7/{}1[()
them from complete demoraliza-

“=By B. J. WIDICK==|u '
tion and break up which threat-

In a brief trip through the|ened after ‘the Stalin-Hitler pact
middle-west touching two indus-| was announced. A breath of life
trial centers we were able to get| was injected temporarily in the
first hand reactions to the effect|dying corpse of Stalinism.
of the new line of the Stalinists
in the labor moyement.

-In those localities where the
Stalinists have been confrontsd
by progressive opposition, they
are having a very embarrasing
time trying to shift to the new
line of “Keep America Out of Im-
perialist War.”

This is true despite the over-
whelming sentiment of the work-
ers against participation in war.

dn the
Labon

)

ELECTION RALLY
Max Shachtman

SPEAKS ON
“The Issues in this
Election ggmpuign“

FRIDAY, NOV. 3.

For the, workers just dom’t trust . 8 P. M.
che Stalinists like they used to.

For example, in one key CIO HERMAN RIDDER
industrial union council. the Stal-| JUNIOR HIGHSCHOOL

inists introduced a mild “keep
America from pbeing dragged into
war,” resolution.

Only a few weeks previously!
they had denounced a more clear-
cut resolution against imperialist
war as “Trotskyite-fascist.”” And
had succeeded in getting the res-
olution tabled.

You can imagine how the pro-
gressivés and every other dele-
gate to the council felt when the
Stalinist spokesman read their
resolution with the new line,

Jeers, razzing and a demand
for an explanation of the new
line came fast., Silence was the a1
only answer. So a motion to table 4. Gt rid of the slums—for a

the Stalinist ‘resolution was pass- 20 - billion  dollar  housing
od. prog.am
5. Reduce Rents by 25%

Nobody Taken In _I | 6. Abolish sales and cigarette

taxes. .
_Efforts to obtain an explana-| 7, For city - owned subways
tion from Stalinist delegates aft- and city-owned public utili-
er the session were equally fruit-

(Bost. Road & East 173rd St.
ADMISSFON FREE
Auspices:

Sociahst Workers Party

MAX SHACHTMAN
THE ANTI-WAR CANDI-
DATE FOR CITY COUNCIL'

WILL FIGHT FOR: "

1. All War Funds to the Un-
employed!

2. A Referendum to Let the
People Vote on War!

-3. 30-hour maximum work
week—$30 minimum week-
ly wage.

ties.
less. Only embarrased silence and SOCIALIST WORKERS
a desire to be left alone! PARTY
The rule or ruin ‘policy of the
—————— ——

Stalinists has left too many deep
scars for the advanced workers

to forget and be taken in by the
pseudo-“left” line.

Join the Socialist .
Workers Party

And after denouncing us because we said that the Bolshevik
party and the trade um?ns no longer existed, and for saying that
the Russian state is proletarian only in its property relations; and
after gettmg particularly incensed because we said that the bureauc-

racy ‘“was an instrument of couuter-revolutlonary Iforces " the Love-
stoneites concluded:

“Error has its logic as well as truth. One wrong step
leads to another, so that today the Trotskyites are propos-
ing to imperil the unity of the Russian proletarian rule by
trying to form a rival, and of course, conspirative, party in -
the Soviet Union. . . .” (“What Is the Commumst Opposi-
tion,” by Bertram D. Wolfe)

Clay in the Hands of the Potters :

When they called us anti-soviet and today when they are anti-
soviet, the Thomas-Lovestone groups were motivated by the same
considerations: they always take the easiest road. When the entire
capitalist world was at the bottom of the trough of the economic
cr.sis (1934) and during the honeymoon of Stalin with the democ-
racies (1935-1937), it was easy to be pro-soviet—more exactly, pro-

Lovestoneites loose from their pro-Stalinist position. They even
lared to defend the infamous Moscow trials against Zinoviev-
{amenev and Radek-Pyatakov! Only after the execution of the
Red Generals (June, 1937) did they, in the dark, without any ex-
dlanation, abandon their apologies for the Moscow trials. But to-
lay, when the Soviet Union is allied to the enemy of the friends of

| American imperialism, the Thomas-Lovestone groups repudiate not

merely Stalin, but the Soviet Union. As they yielded prev’ ‘ously to

they yield to the pressure of the democratic imperialists. Can one

pressure of the war-mongers when thé war comes here?
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3talin. During those momentous years, nothing could blast the

the pressure of the Stalinist regime and its democratic allies, now -

imagine, for a moment, that these people will stand up under the :
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e . LABOR WITH A WHITE sSKIN CAN |
b T I{ NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF WHERF | ~ e ® . . . o —By Dwight Macdonald |
L I l LABOR WITH A BLACK SKIN 1 Sl- l t P bl h A t S t .
" y OUEST IS ey 4P OSTI A0 SPARKS IN THE N
[ : . N .':
© NEGRO QUESTION Aisack on Trotskyist Movem '
. ltack on 1rotskyist Movement
2 B J. R. JOH NSON . —_ A T . to b h
5 y ‘ - I STALINIST ANTI-SEMITISM Business Looks at the War e that the first quarter of 1940 will be down :
i in Ind r (Continued from Page 1) -SEMIT “Without steel modern war would be impossible from the current quarter. Drop of 10’ points, or
& The N egroes In in ustry ) ment of scabs used du.ing the re- ' ——Airplanes, tanks, artillery, armor plate, battle- m(‘)‘x;%ax:ilz:hgae}f tolla:l.lékelty : i
e The future of the Negro is bound by unbreakable chains of | .alists and their native allies. In ships, shells, torpedoes, barbed wire are all prin- “ € qualifica 10}1 s, of ‘course. . s |
& g L ! . X P If early full peace, then six to nine ths of 3
iron and steel to the industrial system of this clountry.-Wet,. as ; <he lasil fﬁ:{rj weekss Lat}tr;leAsr::ﬁ‘c- cipally made of steel. recession. ' _ months o b
g revolutionary party, must therefore has a very clear conceplion oljicas star eyes saw i “The machines of war are being continually “If continued war. . v
the relationship of Negroes to this syst.em, and the Negroes ‘too ?taltnls,ts, ever obgd.ent .to their dest.oyed and replacem:nts use up tremendous ing war materials_theﬁ I?I‘l;)%giagl‘)llngﬁr:?;ércoﬁffrv- ;

must see the position as it is. Ninety-nine Negross out‘of every | measter’s nevs{est wish, swmg_ovs. additional quantities of steel. here after the first quarter of 194}:) pick-up g
hundred, to be more Acouate Seeaimst in fev:iaryt 102;)’ ﬁrm‘ihbehevz s}ifitliuf}tllf cfztslgil;t otfea'sc?eAil(;wi;e oot O “Steel companies, during the last war, were “If fast & furious war, fu.l til't then a boom a

that Negroes are discriminated against in industry ecause ey a.: . . SRS ’::‘s\_‘r(:“wxw swamped with business which broved hi hl' ot ear in 1640, , U , = |

black. “We could get such and such jobs. Only one thing prevents s formerly they spoke the lan f PR e i‘tablepto them and ty theie st}))ck;;oldexl-i yp y o e Kil;linger Washington Lotter. Washi : :

us. As s00n a8 they see our black skins they turn us away- Obviousty :'rul'('lgte (')lt: e dem(;;gatlgrv‘:agl- “Steel stocks have always been among the first ton, D. C 5 » Yvashing- 3

. it is because we are black.” ' calist a.lies, S0 now they e to respond to the stimulus of i ) * Cx

> . 4| vinnine to use the language o. p o the stimulus of war-buying. *

. The reasoning seems.unansweratglet. tliutl\;(ta lrsoyia;ig'nll?a:?étﬁ flxitlérigsm .. . down tog an%l in- “We believe that sound steel stocks, purchased “WE ARE NOT NEUTRAL. . . . The present g

is Dot the least exggge}rlat;on :;co sa'ytalsa.of t‘;is guesti-on Let me re-| cJud.ng the anti-Semitic note! around current levels, will prove very profitable  SO-cailed neutrality law will not of itself keep us -4

ing at all to do with tv e fun amen, ¢ question. 1 to d : —repeating, in many instances, the spectacular out of direct involvement in war. Ravision of the "55

pe.at that. The color of the Negro s skin has nothing at all to do Peddling Lies performance of the Iast war. » B law, as asked by the President and favored by

‘with the fundamentals of the question. Naturally the Stalinists join “We have prepared reports on three very at-  majority public opinion, will not of itself draw J

And now for the proof of this apparently bewildering statement.

In India, Hindus and Mosiems are quite often, the sam:z color to

* the last shdde. They, however, are divided by their religious differ-
ences. Therefore one of the chief strategies of the British govern-
ment in India is to push fire between Hindus and Moslems in in-
dustry, in politics, and in every sphere of life. By this means they
divide the Indians, particularly the masses, and make their own
position more secure.

Take again Northern Ireland. There the population is white.

The British ruling class must find some method of division. They
find it in the different religions, one group Catholic and the other
group Protestant. '

The technique employed is simple as daylight. The Prime

Minister and the chief spokesmen always preach about the necessity
of unity, how the gove:nment duty is to keep the peace, protect

- the rights of all citizens, etc. So much in words. In action, however,
the Government drives wedge after wedge between Catholics and
Protestants, and keeps the antagon'sm at fever pitch.

In Germany Hitler found another source of dividing the work-

ers, the peasants, and the lower middle class: he foamed at the
mouth whenever he mentioned the Jews and persecuted them when

he came to power.

Divide In Order to Rule

e

It is perfectly clear that your capitalists, your represexﬁétive

of the ruling class, seeks above all to divide in order to rule. In
Britain where so much of the population is of the same racial type
and of the same religion your capitalist is in difficulty as to how
best to divide the workers. He does it by paying higher wages to
some and creating a body, relatively small, of privileged workers.
These, being quite satisfied, then becore conservative and act as
a check on the millions whose dissatisfaction with their lot would
be a constant threat to the system if it were not suppressed by
this privileged section within their own ranks.

Your capitalist must divide the workers in order to weaken

them. In India he fans the flame between Hindus and Moslems. In

this scandalous anti-Semitic note
with their usual slanderous anti-
Trotskyism. For some time, both
in Mexico and in the United Stat-
28, the Stalinists have been ped-

are suppo.ting the candidacy of
the reactionary General Alma-
zan. Time and again the Mexican
section of the Fourth Interna-
tional, the Partido Obrero Inter-
nacionalista  (Inte rnationalist
Workers Party), has denounced
that slander and pointed out that
smmce there is no independent
working class candidate the POT
supports no candidate but utilizes
the occasion of the campaign to
spread its program. One of the
POI statements to that effect was
reprinted in English in the Social-
ist Appeal of Oct. 10. But a little
thing like the truth doesn’t de-
ter the pen-prostitutes of “La Voz
de Mexico’’ and the “Daily Work-
er” from répeating their slanders.

Yesterday the Stalinists fabri-
cated stories about Trotskyists
supporting the reactionary Alma-
zan and about Almazan support-
ors being Trotskyists, calling
them Aall “fascists” and ‘“allies of
Hitler.” Today the same Stalin-
ists are still at their dirty work,
but now that they themselves are
allied to Hitler they talk instead
of “Jewish elements,” ‘“capitalist

dl.ng the lie that the Trotskyists|.

NEW YORK S.W.P. CALLS FOR AN
ANTI-WAR VOTE IN THE ELECTIONS

‘(Continued from Page 1)
write-in vote for the Manhattan
candidate of the SWP. Referring
to the provisions of the City
Charter governing a write-in
vote, the Campaign Committee
asks all workers to follow the
oecial instructions. According to
the City Charter, “To vote for
1 person whose name is not print-
ed on this ballot, write his name
on a blank line under the names
of the candidates and put a

number in the square opposite to |

show which choice you wish to
give him.”

353 West 57 Street, at 8 p.m.

The Campaign Committee an-
aounced today that an additional
30,000 issues of the special cam-
paign edition of the Socialist Ap-
peal will be off the press by the
2nd of the week for distribution
in the Bronx and Manhattan,
More than 150,000 anti-war elec
tion leaflets are also being pre-
pared for distribution.
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tractive steel stocks....”
—Market Letter issued by Bonner & Bonner
members of N.Y. Stock Exchange.
] * *

“A 1009, loss of first-line combat planes in the
first months of fighting is expected by the U.S.
Air Corps if ever its new armada flies to war.”

—Time, Sept. 25, 1939.

& * *

“We conceive it to be necessary, without sound-
ing any note of alarm, to bring vital information
to fathers of sons approaching young manhood.
. .. We do not suggest acquiring life insurance
through unreasonab.e fear. We do recommend
weighing its present purchase in the light of
complete knowledge and past experience. No ad-
vice can foretell whether a youngster motivated
by a spirit of adventure and patriotism, will de-
velop an uncontrollable lean.ng towards avia-
tion.”

—Sales Letter sent out by the John G. Mec-
Namara Organization, life insurance brokers, 17
John Street, New York City.
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“The most importiant fact about the probable
effects of the war on American business is that
they are likely to be meager unless and until the
nature Of the warfare changes. Stalemated trench
fighting wouid proguce large orders, and so would
open field operations, but economic blockades are
quite unlikely to do it.” .

~—Cleveland Trust Company Business Bulletin,
October 15, 1939. ’ ¢

] ® %
“Future of Business: Prevailing opinion seems

us into war. In the final analysis we will go to
war if and when our vital interests are threaten-
ed. Otherwise not. Whether our vital interests
wiil or will not be threatened at some later stage
of this war is entirely unpredictable and will not
be determined by the kind of law that Senator
Borah wants or the kind that Mr. Roosevelt
wants. What are our vital interests? To cite two
of the most obvious, the survival of the British
navy is a vital interest to us and even more so is
maintenance of the status quo in our entire hemi-
sphere, including islands as far distant as Ber-
muda.

“Meanwhile we engage in bitter debate on ‘neu-
trality’ although, in the strict sense of the term,

we a.e not neutral. We are not neutral in senti-

ment, for we favor victory for the Alliés. We are
not neutral in fact, for present law permits the
British and French to buy from us most of the

~—types of materials essential to prosecution of war,

while circumstances prevent such materials go-
ing to Germany.”

—*“The Trend of Events” section, Magazine of

Wall Street.
* * *
“If America becomes involved, as some observ-

ers prematurely are predicting, Congress would
not hesitate to make any President virtually a

~dictator.

“But it is well realized that,‘ after seven years
of expanding powers, the central government is
now so strong that its further growth into a war

machine would end our democratic system and it

would be we.l-nigh impossible to return to it.”
—Article by Kendall K. Hoyt in a recent issue
of The Annalsit.
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i Ireland between Protestant and Catholic, in many other countries
e petween Jew and Gentile. But the Negro has a black skin. This
,:- makes him easily distinguishable from others. Your American cap-
‘!.' italist, therefore, at his perpetual game of dividing the workers,
6 leaps with joy and rubs his hands at the good God who made the
' Negro black. It is so easy Lo say: “There, don't you see his black
skin ? White workers, my good friends, let us keep that black man

Jews,” “Trotskyist Jews,” etec.
Gone is the cry of “fascist!”; the
word isn’t even mentioned in the
article.

Covering the populous working
class districts of the Bronx with
anti-war election leaflets and
heavily engaged in staging nu-
merous outdoor election rallies,
the Bronx Branch of the Party has

W.P.A. STRIKERSN. M. U. Bureaucrats Skirt Real

It is clear by now that the peo-
ple referred to in the article are

B '

in his place.”

The black skin business is only an excuse, as Hindu-Moslem,
Catholic-Protestant, Jew-Gentile is only an excuse. Now you qan’t
look at a man and say whether he is Catholic or Protestant, Hindu
or Moslem. But a Negrd is seen to be different to the white man at
first glance. Hence the viciousness and the obviousngss of the dis-
crimination against Negroes. But the root of it i3 in t}lg system
which gives the capital.st the need and the power to divide. And
the cure is the abolition of the system which breeds this necessity

to divide.

The Wherefore of Race Prejudice

Both Negroes and white workers who are advanced'politicall_y
beyond their fellows must understand this. must have it in their
bones. That is the truth and nothing but the truth. Naturally, ther‘e
are other aspects of the question. Your capitalist does not say this
openly. That would, ruin everything. He builds up great theorik_es
Negro incapability, etc. These are taught in
achools from generation to generation, and millions of unsus',pecting
pnever think that it is in reality nothing else

# Negro inferiority,

"people learn this and lity
but capitalist rationalisation for the benefit of capitalist pockets.

Having imbibed these ideas with their mother’s milk .so to speak
and seeing Negroes living in dirt and slums, most white workers
think what they hear all around them is quite true. And when
white workers find that being white means the possibility of work-

. ing in any factory and being black means exclusion fror.n half of
them, that besing white means 70 cents an hour and being .bla.ck
45 cents an hour for the same type of work, then these f:apxtahst
ideas receive a powerful material enforcement in the working class.

for race prejudice among the white workers.

This is the reason

What the white worker does not see is that by combining with

the Negro both can get 90 cents, or overthrow the system altogether.

Your capitalist sees that quite clearly however.

ow to clarify the minds of workers, both white and black, is

not Trotskyists at al;—but that
is just a little detail. The poor
fellows are obviously Jews (such
names! — Abrahams, Rubinstein,
etc.), — and vociferously anti-
Stalin Jews at that.

UNSER WORT -~

The new issue of UNSER
WORT, containing articles
on the war situation will ap-
~pear shortly. Order it from
Dale Edwards P. O. Box No.
178, Sta. D, New York, N.Y.
(12 copies 60 c.)
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won the praise of the Campaign
Committee. Marvelling at the
schedule of work assunied by the
Bronx militants, Shachtman and
E.R. Frank called upon members
of the party in the other bor-
oughs to assist in the election ac-
tivities. :

Bronx Rally

Responding to an earlier call
by Comrade Frank, City Organiz-
er of the Party, scores of party
members were on hand Saturday
night, October 28, for a series
of outdoor mass meetings in the
Tremont area of the Bronx. While
meetings for Michael Quill and
Isadore Begun, Stalinist candi-
dates, folded up completely in
the face of cold weather, the out-
door rallies for Shachtman drew
large crowds at Tremont and
Mapes Avenues and Vyse Avenue
and 174 Street.

This Friday evening, Nm,
Candidate Shachtman  will
"speak at Herman Ridder Jun-
ior High School, Boston Road
and 178 Street, under the aus-
pices of the Campaign Commit-
tee.
Tuesday ,Oct. 31, Candidate
Paine will address a meeting of
the American Women’s Club,

60 ON TRIAL

Defense Committee
To Appeal Verdicts
Of First Two Trials

(Continued from Page 1)
Federal court to continue the

present grand jury for another
six months.

Appealing Verdict
The AFL-WPA Defense Com-
mittee, set up by the Central La-
hor Union, announced that it was
appealing the verdict in the first
two trials, determined ‘to pre-
vent the establishment of legal

organized labor everywhere.

The Minnesota State Federa-
tion of Labor last week issued a
circular letter to all unions in
the state, urging that contribu-
tions be made to the defense of
the indicted WPA strikers.

The Defense Committee has
appealed to unions everywhere
to donate generously to the de-
fense fund. Checks and resolu-
tions should be mailed to L. Clair
Johnson, secretary - treasurer,
Minneapolis AFL-WPA Defense
Committee, care of Central Labor
Union, 18 North Street, Minneap-
olis, Minnesota.

precedents which would endanger

Demands of Maritime Workers

(Continued from Page 1)
demands that essentially concern
the mass of the maritime work-
ers in this present crisis:

1. A general wage increase of
al least 259, which has been
long overdue the maritime work-
ers. This wage increase, given by
the Maritime Commission shortly
after a brief job-action in the
port of New York as a “war-bo
nus,” should actually today be
the basis of any new agreement.
Let the shipowners plead pover-
ty but at the same time let them
cut down on their fat salaries
and subsidies. “Labor’s fair re-
turn” is by no means true of the
shipping industry.

2. A genuine war bonus of not
less than $50 for a single cross-
ing through belligerent waters or
danger zones. A genuine war-
risk insurance of not less than
$10,000 per man, including a res-
titution of $150 for the loss of
personal possessions in the event
of a sinking.

Let the People
Vote on War!

3. A drastic revision of the
shipping articles in connection
with the amount of what consti-
tutes a ship’s crew and thus in-
cluded many hundreds of unem-
ployed seamen on criminally un-
dermanned vessels. This is one of
the worst features of the Ameri-
can merchant ships. An end must
be put to one-man-in-two-jobs!
In that way safety at sea can be-
come a reality and also sanitation
at sea along with, it.

4. The inclusion in the new
agreement of a bona-fide and rig-
id system of seniority promotion.
The abolition of tRe majority of
the phoney ‘key-position” privi-
leges of the shipowners that still
allows their stooges and spies to
interfere in the daily life of the
seamen. A system whereby sen-
iority ‘promotion would be placed
squarely in the hands of the duly
elected Ship’s Committees with
the heads of the departments sit-
ting in an advisory capacity only.

5. The continuance of the clqgs-
ed shop and the free and rotary
hiring hall.

These five basic economic de-
mands are actually to be consid-
ered as a minimum. These are the

ing of a militant membership be-
hind them. Such absolutely reas-
onable concessions must be ob-
tained by the maritime workers

from the Shipowners’ Association -

and Maritime Commission before
we can consider that any real
progress has been made towards
the goal of decent working condi-
tions and safety plus sanitation
at sea. But this is not the force-
ful manner in which the present
leadership of the’ NMU has re-
sponded to the trade-union prob-
lems of the maritime workers.
On the contrary, they have an-
swered each new boss offensive

with a whole lot of editorial in-

dignation but with no real prac-
tical and militant trade-union ac-
tion. A common question -on the
lips of many NMU’ers is: “Well,
i:~:tow\:vha.t’s our union doing about

In the face of this, to declare
that “our main demand is that
the present agreement be clari-
fied so as to expedite the mechan-
ics of interpretation,” means that
the present misleaders have no
intention of seeking any conces-
sion whatever for the maritime
workers: Its verbal garbage

R

means that the misleaders are
content with the “status-quo” at
a time when nobody else is.

(To be Concluded)

the revolutionary problem. Propaganda and agitatio_n to break down
the capitalist propaganda; but above all joint action. As the eco-
nomic crisis deepens, the white workers are driven to revise t_helr
previous conceptions. The crisis drove some 400,000 Negroes inte
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demands that should be presented
to the Administration - shipown-
ers’ alliance with the solid back-
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FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST
WORKERS PARTY FOR:
1. A job and a decent living for every worker.
2. Open the idh: fz:.ctories—operate them under
workers’ contro

3.- A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal pubhc works
and housing program. i

4. Thirty-thirty! $30-weekly minimum wage— .
30-hour weekly maximum for all workers on
all jobs.

5. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability
pension. .

Expropriate the Sixty Families.
All war funds to the unemployed.
A people’s referendum on any and all wars.

®® o

No secret diplom_acy.

10. An independent Labor Party.

11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante
and Fascist attacks.

12. Full social, political and economic equality

for the Negro.people.

Belated Indignation

The Chamberlain government has just issued
an official White Paper which, based on pre-war
reports of British diplomats in Germany on con-
ditions in German concentration camps, accuses
the Nazis of “inventing tortures almost beyond
imagination.”

Interesting, eh? The Nazi regime has been in
. power for more than six and a half years. From
‘the day it took command of ‘the,country, its per-

secutions, arrests, 1mprisonments assassinations,
frame-ups, and in general its barbaric hounding
of workers, revolutionists and Jews, have mnot
only been common knowledge but aroused the
almost universal indignation of the people of
the world.

But never of the British Imperial Govern-
ment! Never! At no time did it even take official
cognizance of Nazi horrors. The distinguished
democrats who rule the Empire had not a singie
word of comment, much less of criticism, to

..make concerning the Nazi regime and all it stood

for. On the contrary, their whale policy was aim-

ed to coming to a pleasant and amicable agree-.

ment with Hitler on the basis of having him di-
rect his expansionist program to the East—that
is, towards reducing the Soviet Union to an im-
perialist colony. ¢

For a series of reasons, the British scheme
could not be realized. Again, for a series of rea-
sons, Stalin made the alliance with Hitler that

" Chamberlain wanted to make. To prevent Ger-

man 1mper1alist expansion at the cost of British
imperialist power, the present war was declared.
But, you see; it was impossible to put the real
reasons for the war so bluntly and crudely. How
cou'd you get the masses to swallow the war
-(and be swallowed by it) if you told them that
they were-fighting so that the Indian and African
and Arabian and Irish masses might continue to
be exploited by the noble British ruling class?

That’s why Mr. Chamberlain suddenly discov-
ered, with a great shock to his sense of equity,

- that Hitler is not acting like a real British gen-

" tleman towards those he puts’ m concentration
camps.
Of course, the ¢ discovery is so brazenly hyp-
ocritical that even the shame'ess British. lords
feel they must make some apology and explana-
tion for their belated indignation. As the New
York Times correspondent so delicately puts it:
“Declaring that even after the war broke out
" Britain was reluctant to take action ‘which might
have the effect of inspiring hatred,” the govern-
ment said it was forced to disclose the facts so
that the public might know that under the pres-
ent German regime ‘the treatment accorded is
reminiscent not of Macedonia but of the darkest
ages in the history of man.’ ”

This is most touching and we do not want fo
deny that we are deeply moved. But we would
have a little more faith in the moral indignation

of Chamberlain and Co. than we now have (and

we now have absolutely none) if the same White
Paper, or a suppiement to it, contained an ac-
count of the “treatment accorded” those who
suffer under the lash of British imperialism—

the Irish nationalists in Belfast, the workers and

peasants in India, the slaves of Britain's colonies
in South Africa.

Until that appears, workers would be well-ad-

. wvised to treat Mr. Chamberlain’s shocked indig-

nation with the contempt which his war-monger-
ing hypocrisy deserves,

? » ) m
Let's Fight Russia!

Washington is all het up about thie way the.
Soviet Union disposed of the American steamer,
City of Flint. Ambassador Steinhardt has the
pip, the State Department is verging on apo-
plexy, and every upstanding patriotlc editor is
foaming at the mouth.

Now we think they’re all right as far as they
go, only they don’t go far enough. Why confine
ourse.ves so cravenly to editorial diatribes? Why
confine ourselves to more or less polite diplomat-
ic notes? Why not declare war upon the Soviet
Union, send some of our bully-boy Marines or
Army lads to Siberia or Murmansk, and clean
up the damned Roosians once and for all—teach
em a lesson? '

We've done that before—in Haiti, in San.Do-
mingo, in Puerto Rico, in Nicaragua, in Mexico
and elsewhere. If we can't civilize the Roosians
with the outdated Krag, as we did the Filipinos,
we can do it with the modern Army automatic
rifle. Qur Honor is involved, by the eternal! And

.50 is our contraband-carrying Fiint, with the fine’

wages it pays its seamen and the splendid food
and conditions it gives them.

And if we lick the Roosians, why, at the same
time we can starve the country to bits, take over
its raw materials and put its labor to work for
the greater glory (plus 6% minimum) of Amer-
ican business.

So let's cut out this diplomatic piddiing
around and give them a war—with both barrels.

. [ ] ‘

Thirty=-Thirty

In our last issue, we published an excel'ent cir-
cular issued by Local 3 of the International Bro-
therhood of Electrical Workers, calling for the
six-hour day, thirty-hour week in industry. In
previous issues wé have described the energetic
campaign which Local 3.is conducting on behalf
of this prozressive demand.

Inadvertently, we placed an inaccurate head-
ing on the latest story: “Thirty dollars-thirty
hours 1s slogan of electrical workers manifesto
petition.” Local 3 is campaigning only on the
thirty-hour week. Our copy-writer was thinking
of our slogan, No. 4 of our slogans carried below
the masthead : .

“Thirty-thirty! $30 weekly minimum wage—
30-hour weekly maximum for all workers on all

jobs.”

We demand a thirty dollar minimum wage, as
well as a thirty-hour maximum week because-we
want not only jobs, but a decent living for ev-
ery worker. We are sure that Local 3 also stands
for that; but its slogan, issued by a union which
is preoccupied primarily by the situation in the
building trades where the hourly rate is rela-
tively high, only deals with the question of
hours.

We believe that the general slogan of Ameri-
can labor in favor of the six-hour day, five-day

- week, will have the broadest support if that slo-
‘gan has added to it the demand for a weekly

thirty-dollar sinimum. Without that addition, it
is impossible to secure the support of the lowest-

paid workers—and that means the support of
most of America s workers.

Czech ""Trotskyism’’

A dispatch from Prague to the New York
Times, Oct. 28, states:

“Labor agitation in Prague, particularly in
rezard to the threat of a strike, has been
branded officially as the work of ‘Trotskyite
Communists.” ”

We are proud to be denounced by the Nazi
overlords of Czechoslovakia as the “agitators”
responsible for the struggle of the masses of
Prague against Nazism. In the interests of accu-
racy, however, we must record the fact that our
Czechos!ovakian section is comparatively small,
and that the present workers’ actions in Prague
are prohably more spontaneous than systematic-
ally organized.

But what is, significant is that everywhere re-
action denounces as “Trotskyist” the first stir-
rings of revo't. Coughlm li'vewise last week de-
voted his Week]y to warning that the Fourth In-
ternational is the real menace whi'e the Third
International “is crumblinz into dust.” Every-
where reaction understands that spontaneous and
unorganized struggles of the masses become a
danger to the capitalist system only when the
masses become linked to a leadersip which is
firmly founded on a system of revolutionary the-
ory and practice. And reaction understands, too,
that that leadership, that system of revolutionary
theory and practice, in this epoch, is embodied
in the Fourth International.

When the small gear of the revolutionary par-
ty is meshed into the great gear of the masses—-
that is the successful socialist revolution. Reac-
tion fears that moment, and intessantly seeks, by
preventive measures, to forestall that moment.

That is the meaning of the Nazi denunmation of:

the * Trotskpsts” in Prague.

By BRITANNICUS

One most significant difference
—which we have often noted in
these columns—between the pres-
ent world war and the last is
that the masses have entered it
without enthusiasm, without il-
lvsions of ‘“glory” and ‘“honor,”
without the jingo stic spirit which
marked the opening phases of the
war in 1914.

Actording to all.reports, the
workers both in the armed forces
and in civil life are silent, sullen
and grim—not, as the bourgeois
apologists have it, with determin-
ation, but rather with disillusion-
ment.

The betrayal of the ‘“socialist,”
“communist,” and trade union
leaders is complete, as it was in
1914; but unlike 1914 when, right
Jp to the outbreak of hostilities,
the social - democratic leaders
made demagogic speeches again-
st the war, their betrayal this
time has not caused such confu-
sion and disorientation in the
ranks of the workers, for the very
reason that the leaders openly de-
serted to the bourgeoisiec not on
che outbreak of war but months
and years before.

MASSES PAY
FOR THE WAR

Two things have brought home
the meaning of the present war
.o the working class in the most
brutal manner: its cost and the
widespread unemployment to
which it has immediately led. Ac-
cording to the Economist the war
is already .costing the British
Government £7 million ($35 mil-
lion) a day—the highest figure to
which the cost of the last war
rose in 1918. And the Economist
calculates that next year the war
will cost Britain a minimum of
£4,200 million ($21 billion), or
»56 miilion a day. This is 60 per-
cent of the total estimated na-.
tional income. In a previous ar-
ticle we reported what this means-
in the drastic curtailment of the
social services, housing and gen-
eral standard of living of the
working class.

The British Government is do-
ing its best to conceal the full ex-
tent of unemployment caused by
the war. The Ministry of Labour
Gazette no longer publishes its
statistics for employment but
merely a round figure of those
unemployed. Thus it is impossible
to see how far gencral employ-
ment has decreased and the resi-
due been absorbed into the arm-’
ed forces. The figures it dozs pub-
lish, however, reveal that during
the first week of the war nearly
100,000 workers were thrown out
0of work, excluding those who
were recruited for the army. The
Economist asserts that since Sep-
cember 11 (the last date for
which the Ministry of Labour
has published statistics) unem-
ployment has greatly increased.
The largest proportion of unem-

problem, etc., etc.
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ployment has occurred in the con-
sumption industries and retail
Jistributive lrades, and has na-
.urally affected the London dis-
tiict, where these trades are cen-
tered, to a greater extent than
any other. The Economist sees no
ceason to believe that any signi-
icant proportion of these unem-
ployed workers can be reabsorbed
sither into industry or into the
army.

#WORKERS RALLY
IO OWN DEFENSE

These facts, together with the
rapidly rising cost of living and
the obvious and shameful betray-
il of their own leaders, have
brought home to the advanced
workers that they must take the
defense of their interests into
their own hands. And they have
not been slow to do so. Early in
September the railway companies
.hreatened a drastic reduction in
wages, amounting in some cases
to as much'as $5 a week. Instant-
1y the workers responded with a
determined’ threat to strike: the
railway companies had to give
‘way, since the transport of troops
and war materials could not be
.nlerfered with. (New Leader,
Sept. 15)

In October the Economist re
ports that the seamen’s unions de-
manded compensation for war
risk; the shipyard workers de-
manded an increase of 2/- a week
and 4 percent for piece work; the
steel-workers an increase of 3/3
a week; and the coal-miners an
.ncrease of 1/ a day for adults
and 6 pence for youths under 18.
In all these cases the demands of
the workers, backed by militant,
determination not to take no for

Wednesdays—38:50.
Lectures on the week by week dzvelopments in. American p-litics. Consideration
will be given to sach matters as Congressional legislation, M-Day plans, develop-
ments in the business world in relation to the war, ete.

an answer on the part of the
rank and file, were granted by
the companies involved.

In direct reply to the rising
cost of living the cotton opera-
tives demanded a twelve and a)
ha.f percent increase in pay and.
the companies were unable to re-
fuse because of the impossibility
of holding up production-at this
time. Altogether something like
2 million workers have demanded
and received wage increases. The
Executive Council of the Trans-
port and General Workers’ Un-
icn, although headed by that pro-
fessional strike-breaker and lack-
ey of the bourgeoisie, Ernest Bev-
in, was forced by the pressure of
its rank and file to issue a strong-
ly worded protest to the-Govern-
ment on the rising cost of living.
In particular, the resolution

states: “The Council takes note
of the fact that, in every price
the Government has fixed to date,
the cost of the commodity has
been  increased to the apparent
advantage of the trader, and it
appears to the Council as if a
deliberate policy is being carried
out to lower the real value of

wages.” It warns the Government

THE MARXIST SCHOOL

British Workers; Upon Whom War’s
Misery Has Fallen, Are Rallying
To the Defense of the‘ir Interests

v

that such a policy will be met by
determined action on the part of
the worke:s, and calls upon the
Labour Party to bring pressure
te bear on the Government. (Lon-
don Times, Sept. 27).

IMPOSING CONDITIONS
OF SERFDOM

In a former article we mention-

|ea the iniguitous Control of Em-

ployment Act which introduces a
species of serfdom by prohibiting
the offering or accepting of jobs
under penalties up to $500 and $5
for each day on which an em-
ployee works. George Hicks, a
Labour M.P. who supported the
Bill, described it as follows: “The
object of the Bill is to prevent
poaching . . . to prevent the gen-
eral movement of labour . .. and
to prevent enticement by higher
wages.” Another Labour M.P,,
who abstained from voting on the
Bill, remarked: ‘“The theory of
the Bill is to stop a -workman
from leaving one place and going
to another in order that his earn-
ings might be increased.” Such
legislation has long been on the
statute-books of the Totalitarian
States; since September 15 it has
been on the statute-book of “dem-
ocratic” Britain. " Although the
Executive Committee of the La-
bour Party officially supported
the Bill, it could only get 44 of
its 167 members to vote for it,
the rest abstained. The ILL.P.
alone voted against the Bill
(New Leagder, Sept. 22.)

The workers, however, have not
abstained from showing their de-
termined opposition to this serf-
dom Act. The Glasgow plumbers
union took the lead against it by
immediately setting up a strong
Shop Stewards Committee to
fight the provisions of the Act.
Shop Stewards Committees are
already springing up in many
trades and factories, and there is
no doubt whatever that the move-
ment will spread rapidly. This too
is an advance over the last war
when the Shop Stewards move-
ment did not gain strength or im-
portance until 1917.

BALK AT “SACRED
UNION” WITH BOSS

It is clear from these examples
and others that might be cited
that the British workers are not
prepared to make a ‘“sacred un-
ion” with the bourgeoisie at the
price of their wages and standard
of living. Economic opposition to
the effects of the war has al-
ready begun on a determined
scale, and it is certain to spread
and gain strength as these effects
are increasingly felt.

But what of political opposition
to the war? In our next article
we shall deal with the Clarkman-
non by-election—the first con-
tested by-election of the war—
and with the various political or-
ganizations which are carrying
on a struggle against the war.
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their present struggle for emancipation and equality. The chief solutions for the
Negro proklem will be examined.

4., ELEMENTS OF SOCIALIST THEORY AND PRACTICE
Tuesdays—8&:50 p.m.-10:15 p.m.

A course dasignel to suit the nezds of young peop e and those in the labor move-
mesnt who seek an understanding of basic principles.

ORGANIZING A\’[ERICAN LABOR

p.m.-8:40 p.m.

First hand accounts cf the great strike struggles in the recent past, closz-ups
of leading trade unicn pezrsonalities, analyses of current trade union events by
one who personzlly participated in many of the great organiing drives of

IN ACTION
p-m.-10:15 p.m.

Registrations now being taken at the Labor Bookshop, 116 University Place,
N.Y.C. from 1 pam. to 6 p.an. Registration can also be made by mail to the
school office, 116 University Place. Prospective students are urged to register

James Burnham-Dwight Macdonald

to be held at the Cultural Center, Room 201, 125 West 33rd-St,, N. Y. C.
Classes Begin Monday, November 20th

1. HOW CAPITALISM OPERATES TODAY
\/Iondays—-—n7 15 p.m.-8:40 p.m.

A course in Applied Marxian economics, dea]ing w1th such matters as the basic
causes of the breakdown of the automatic processes of the business cycle, war
and inflaticn, economics under, a fascist system, the economics of the farm

Frank Demby
6 Sessions, $1.00

Max Shachtman
6 Sessions, $1.00

. J. R. Jolnson
6 Sessions, $1.00

6 Sessions, $1.00 "

E. R. Frank
6 Sessions, $1.CO

6 Sessions, $1.00
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California SWP

Stand on “Haim

and Eggs” Plan

T.he “Ham and Eggs” Plan defeated in the last
California election by the small margin of 200,000

votes in a total vote of several million is again before

the volers of Ca.ifornia. In the statement which we
publish below, the Los Angeles Section Committee of
the So-ial'st Workers Party advises the voters to
vote YES on the “Ham and Eggs” Plan (Amendment
1) while severely c.iticizing its inadequacy.

THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY, Los Ange-
les section, advises all its members and sympath'zers
to vote YES on Proposition No. I, (Ham and Eggs).

We do this in spite of the serious criticisms we have: .

of the plan itself and the method by which it pro-
poses to secure pensions for the aged Although the

p-an claims it will finance the pension by taxing no -

one, the end result will be higher prices. More money
will be printed, resulting in inflation and a rise in
the cost of living. Moreover, the added weekly two
cents per dollar warrant will be made up by the cap-

italist who will place higher prices -upon the necassi- -

ties of life that the workrs use and the few comforts
a section of the workers can hope to get. The plan
will be financed by a higher cost of living for the
poor and will amount to the poor paying for the poor.

A Protest Against | nsecurity

We urge our 1ollowers to vote YES, however, as a .

protest against the insecurity under our present social
systém of the aged, broken by decades of spzed-up
and often years of unemployment with its resultant
hardships. We urge a YES vote to show the capitalist
class of this state and their politicians of the Repulbili-

can and Democratic parties that the people of the .

state demand security for the aged. We urge a YES
vote without taking responsibility for the plan itself.

We vote YES, despite our opin‘on that the plan can-
not work, in order not to stand in the way of the
movement which strives to obtain economic security.
We stand with the aged and the workers against the
bankers, industrialists and the boss politicians. Our
solidarity with our class must not be broken. We

must present our criticism within the class movsment .

and not from outside its ranks. It is clear that the
vast majority of our class favors the plan. This is
evidenced by the vote in the trade unions which have
given almost unanimous support to the movement, by

- the support for the plan found in the working class

areas and precincts of the state. Our task is to ex-

. tend the movement for the demand for old age secur-

ity into the channels of a correct method. We are
confident that in the course of their experience the

" many workers supporting the measure will learn to

fight with the Socialist Workers Party for old age
security under the slogan of “Tax the Rich for Old
Age Pensiong.” -

Labor Must Be PrePared

The major question that faces us is: After Novem-
ber 7, what? If the plan wins, we urge that labor be
prepared to resist the 1nev1table rise in the prices by
demanding a corresponding raise in wages. If they
plan wins and the emp.oyers attempt to.close down
their factories, the workers must be prepared for
energetic action in defense of their jobs and living
standards.

If the plan loses, the pension movement must start '

all over again but on a healthy correct basis. It must
be based on the the proposal to ‘“tax the rich to secure
pensions for the aged poor.” The workers produce the

wealth of this society. When they are too old, the .

capifalists turn them out, free of any respongibility
for them; or at best, with only a miserable pittance
in the torm of the State pension. It is the wealthy

who must pay for the pension. If they cannot do so,"

let them give way to a class which can organize so-
ciety so as to secure plenty and security for all: Let
them give way to the socialist reorganization of so-
ciety by the workers and producers.

A Program For Labor
FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
FOR: i

1. A job and a decent living for every worket.

2. Open the idle factories — operate them under
workers’ coacrol.

3. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works
and housjng program.

4. Thirty-thirty! $30-weekly minimum wage—30-
hour weekly maximum for all workers on all jobs.

5. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability pen-
sion,

6. Expropriate the Sixty Families.

7. All war funds to the unemployed.

8. A people’s referendum on any and all wars. .

9. No secret diplomacy.

10. An independent Labor Party.

11. Workers’ Defense Guards agalnst wgilante and
Fascist attacks.

12. Full social, political and economic equality for
the Negro people.

’

Labor Looks Through
"The Press

By Arthur Hopking ———

Theught for the day: Well anyway, the bosses
are beating their swords into shares.
% ® *

DAILY DOUBT: ““It is incredible,” says the Min- .

neapolis Star Journal, ‘‘that any person or group
of persons would through false pride or desire for

personal gain advocate a measure involvirg this

country in a risk of being drawn into the war.”
* * %

The traditional top. hats of the Eton boys have
been put under a wartime ban because they won't
work with gas masks. Which is a fearful blow 0
cultchaw. How can the working stiffs recognize
their ‘‘betters’’ without their hats?

* * *

Says Izerbert Hoover: Woodrow Wilson ‘“‘met
with the pressures of populations ard the unsolv-
able problems of European boundaries and eco--
nomic life.”” He means ‘‘unsolvable’” under capi-
talism. The Socialist United States of Europe is
our solution to the ‘‘unsolvable’ problem.

* * =

Says war correspondent Henry  C. Cassidy:
‘““There is as little romance as there is high enthu--
siasm in this war. The troops rarely sing. After a
month of war they have still to find a successor to
the World War favorite ‘“La Madelon.” But the
French bosses have their song. ‘‘If only the war,
this beautiful war, lasts long enough, I'll make my’
million, or more or more. Pray God it’s more."”




