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Painters

Oust

P. Machine

Progressives Hit Weinstock Gang in Vital

Spot by Trouncing

Stalinist Candidate—

Elect Stevens Secretary-Treasurer

Culminating a two years’ organized struggle waged by
pmgressxves in their union, New York painters last Saturday

.. dealt the Stalinist machine in control of District Council 9

a decisive blow by electing L. J. Stevens as Secretary-Treas-
urer over the candidate supported by Louis Weinstock.
Stevens received 3,101 votes against 2,822 votes cast for
M. Gainer, his Stalinist-backed opponent. Not even the at-
tempt of one of their former stooges, one D. Pasini, to split
the opposition vote by running on a third ticket, could save
the wrecking crew’s control. The third candidate only polled

514 votes. The progressnves"

also took four out of the nine
' agents’ posts.
Whether all of the five busi-

ness agents elected on the

C.P.’s so-called “rank and file
ticket” will remain with them

is problematical.
Victory Foreseen

The election of Stevens was
foreshadowed by the victory of
the progressives in the primar-
ies, when they carried six out
of the ten locals and when
Stevens for the second time de-
feated Chief Commissar Wein-
stock for the nomination in his
own local, No. 848, thus elimin-
ating him from the race. The
progressive victory is all the
more impressive when it is re-
called that only last year, the
Stalinist machine seemed to be
impregnable, carrying its com-
plete slate in the elections at
that time.

It is impossible to exaggerate
the importance of this defeat of
the rule-or-ruin boys. Taking
cver a union completely with-
out leadership after the ousting
of the discredited and corrupt
Zgusner administration, the
Stalinists had the complete con-
fidence of the membership.
They made themselves at home
in the union as if they had
owned it for decades. Control of
jobs gave them unlimited pos-
sibilities to build up their ma-
chine to proportions hitherto
undreamed-of. For nearly two
yvears they ruled unchallenged,
despite mismanagement, sell-
outs and treasury raids.

About a year and a half ago,
a small group of left wingers

'in the union, including former

members of the Communist
Party disgusted with its degen-
eration, organized itself into
the ‘Painters Educational So-
ciety.”” The P.E.S. began a bar-
rage of technically poor, but
textually highly effective leaf-
lets against the Stalinist union-
wreckers. Its prestige and
forces grew until it became a

- rallying point for all opposition

currents in the membership.
Shortly before last year’s
elections, the P.E.S. forces
were instrumental in organiz-
ing the broad opposition into an
Inter-Local Conference of Pro-
gressive Painters Clubs. It was
under that banner that the suc-
cessful fight was carried on,
culminating in last Saturday’s
victory. The Thirteenth Street
G.P.U. disciples spared no
frame-ups, no terroristic meth-

 ods in their attacks against the

opposition. Up to the last min-
ute they denounced the opposi-
tion as the handiwork of the
hiated Trotskyists. But all their

‘Trotsky-baiting did not save

them. The Inter-Local com-
bined in its ranks all honest

{Continued on Page 3)

COUNCILMEN IN
ATTACK ON
0110 POPOVICH

Evade Needs of Job-
less by Attacking
U.P.W.U. Leader

By MARTIN DAVEY

Members of the New York

City Council from Queens
launched a bitter attack on
Otto Popovich, a leader of the
Jamaica Unemployed and Pro-
ject Workers Union, at the June
20 meeting of the City Council
following gains made by the
uuemployed union.

The U.P.W.U. had been
fighting for the consideration of
the cases of 17 unemployed
workers. The Jamaica relief
bureau rebuffed the union dele-
gates with more than typical
arrogance and cynicism. As a
result the U.P.W.U. determined
to picket the homes of all
Queens Councilmen until the
needy workers would be grant-
ed their just demands.

Bureau Changes Tone

The surprised ‘‘representa-
tives of the people’ tried at
first to evade the demands
made by the mass demonstra-

(Continued on Page 3)

75 Months of the New
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F.D.R. Trying to Save War
By Four Billion Dollar Program

Deal

To save the War Deal's ‘“‘new
deal” smoke-screen from utter
collapse, Roosevelt last week
sent to Congress a $3,860,000,000
pump-priming proposal, incor-
porating a number of obviously
inadequate relief measures now
'pending in Congress. Approxi-
mately $1,000,000,000 will be
spent for self-liquidating proj-
ects during the presidential
election year of 1940, half to se-
cure the votes of the nation’s
disillusioned farm and factory
population and the other half
to appease business.

The entire amount is to be
expended over a period of sev-
en years—where it can attract
prrivate investment. The busi-
ress index, it is now hoped, will

National Campaign Launched
For Framed Du Quoin Miners

Defense Committee
Arrested During llli

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)

CHICAGO—The Du Quoin
Miners Defense Committee has
launched a national campaign
to rally support behind efforts
to obtain pardons for five
youths imprisoned in 1933 on
charges growing out of the
Southern Illinois warfare be-
tween the United Mine Workers
and the Progressive Mine
Workers.

Both unions are supporting
the campaign. Pres. Ray Ed-
mundson of the UM.W. in II-
linois and Pres. Dave Reid of
the Progressives, members of
the executive board of the de-
fense committee, recently
signed a joint petition to Gov-
ernor Horner asking for par-
dons for the five boys and as-
suring the Governor that their
release would go far toward

Seeks Pardon for Youths
nois Mine Strife

promoting harmony among the
Illinois miners.

The five boys were convicted
of firing the shot that fatally
wounded Laverne Miller, a

schoolgirl, during street fight-
ing between adherents of the
rival unions. They were grilled,
beaten, shifted from jail to jail,
tried before a jury of farmers
cn a change of venue, and sen-
tenced, four of them to life
terms, one to forty years.

Over 200 labor organizations
have sent Governor Horner and
the State Board of Pardons and
Paroles resolutions or petitions
asking that the boys be freed.
The committee, which has of-
fices at Room 404, 549 Ran-
dolph St., Chicago, is headed by
Gerry Allard, chairman, and
Loren Norman, director.

continue on a st:eady upgrade,
at least up to the 1940 elections.

The New Deal Congress, pur:|,

suing its own pre-election
spending drive, added another
$3,435,000,000 to the administra--
tion program. After abolishing ||
in its tax bill what remained of
the undistributed profits tax—

for the benefit of big business, |

it added
“small”’ business,
for agriculture, a
$400,000,000 for river-and-har:]
bor improvement, and reluc-
tantly tossed in $1,735,000,000
for unemployment ‘‘relief’’,
Roesevelt’s Program

The Presidential plan, pro-
posed in letters to Senate and
House leaders, covers four gen-
eral categories of loans: Trangs
portation, $1,250,000,000;
ilc Works and Housing, 1,150
000,000; Agriculture, $960,000,
000; and Foreign Loans, $500 -
000,000. .

Significant is the War Deal s s
preoccupation with transportas
tion, in view of the stiff opposi-3
tion to be expected on such un-
popular proposals as toll roads.
For rapid war-time mobiliza-
tion up-to-date rail and motor
roads are an absolute essential,

This major expenditure is
shrewdly underemphasized as
such in the President’s letter,
broken as it is into two parts
and placed under the general
heading ‘“Federal Works Agen-
cy’’. $750,000,000 is allotted for
‘“Express post roads: Self-liqui-
dating toll roads, bridges, high-
speed highways, and city by-
passes’’. $500,000,000 is handed
to the heavily over-capitalized
and virtually bankrupt rail-
roads for ‘‘equipment’’, on ir-
resistible terms.

The half-billion dollar provi-
sion for loans to Latin Ameri-
can countries in default of
debts, is to be used for ‘‘devel-
opment and reconstruction pur-

$1,000,000,000 for

$300,000,000 1
disputed¥

Pubf;

frour” interests with the ‘‘Good
Nelghbms” concerned.

: The $800,000,000 Housing al-
dotment (see Page 4 for a criti-
‘cal analysis of New Deal Hous-
-ing), comes just in fime to res-
cue the United States Housing
Authority from lingering death.
‘With nearly one-quarter of the
U.S.H.A.’s present borrowing
power frozen due to lack of
funds for low-rent subsidies, the
additional appropriation is well-
 timed to set the wheels of the
‘New Deal ‘‘slum-clearance’’
fraud into action again. $350,-

) 000,000, the smallest appropria-

tion listed in the President’s
.;'let,ter, is similarly calculated to
create just enough activity in

‘Lthe field of Public Works to es-

Ltablish the necessary New Deal
“background for 1940,

The American farm crisis,
cgravest in the world and incap-
‘l-able of capitalist solution ex-
cept by war, has again been
“successfully soft-pedalled. Con-
.gress has arranged to buy the
Fsurpluses and the votes of some
“'farmers. For the others, the
‘President proposes that $460,-
000,000 be spent for “‘rural elec-
trification’, to reach 1,250,000
families. These poverty-strick-
en rural families, although im-
pressionable as voters, will
siill, when the seven-year pro-
gram has finally been carried
out, find themselves largely un-
able to purchase this service.

The remaining farm provi-
sion of the Roosevelt letter to
Congress asks for $500,000,000
for ““Expansion of the self-liqui-
| dating portion of the program
of the Farm Security Adminis-
tration. (This is) for tenant
farm purchases, rehabilitation
program, loans for minor re-
pairs, loans to resettlement co-
operatives and loans for water
facilities.”” This can be likened
to the F.H.A., plan for small-
home ownmers, and is similarly

poses in the foreign country”’,
snd should ‘concretely promote

incapable of improving the lot
of those most in need.

W ar Crisis

Simmers on
Europe and
Asia Fronts

Sarajevo “Incidents”
Mount with Awaited
Summer Cirisis

This week marks the anni-
versary of Sarajevo—the little-
remembered incident that
touched off the tinder of the
boss war of 1914-1918.

It is still five weeks to the an-
niversary of the actual out.
break of hostilities 25 years
ago.

During those five weeks it is
quite possible that the masters
who rule us will send out the
millions of us in all lands to
writhe and die in another holo-
caust not of our making.

U. 8. Not Immune
" And let no one bury his head
ostrich-like and think this
country, under the leadership
of Roosevelt’s War Deal, won't
be plunged right into the con-
flict when it comes.

Like the diseased body it is,
the capitalist world is breaking
out into ugly flaming sores
everywhere — Ethiopia, Spain,
Austria, Czechoslovakia, China,
Mongolia, Danzig, Poland—and
we are part, a big part of the
world and we can’t expect
some miracle to keep us im-
mune, .

Crisis in Full Swing

The expected summer crisis
is already in full swing. Jap-
an’s offensive against Britain
on the China coast was only its
opening phase. Open warfare
has been raging for two months
along the Manchukuo-Mongol-
ian frontier—a continuation of
the intermittent Soviet-Japan-
ese war of the last six years.

Hitler has put 2,000,000 men
under arms and his minions are
trying to outshout, out-threaten
thhe British in the hope of snag-
ging Danzig and the Polish
Corridor--at the least possible
cost. But whatever the cost,

(Continued on Page 3)

WP Convention
pens Friday

Public Mass Meeting Will Open Convention
Session with Party Leaders as Reporters—
Lenthy Agenda Covers All Fields of Work

Darkening war-clouds in Europe and the Far East which

threaten to plunge the world into a catastrophe far more hor-, -

rible than the plague of 1914-1918, give special symptomatic
significance to the Anti-War Cenvention of the Socialist
Workers Party which opens in New York City, Friday eve-

REVOLT AGAINST
LEADERSHIP IN
N.M.U. GROWS

Gulf Seamen Hit at
Curran Bureaucracy
In Autonomy Move

(By Staff Writer)

NEW YORK—In the past
few days the National Mari-
time Union has moved rapidly
toward complete disintegration
as a direct consequence of rev-
elations of official rottenness
that have exposed accused and
accusers alike. The Jerry King
trial by the Curran-Communist
Party dictatorship over the
union has had swift aftermath
in disillusioned reaction from
end to end of the union.

In New York itself, the party
stronghold in the N.M.U., sea-
men are taking the direct meth-
od of flatly refusing to pay dues
to an officialdom self-convicted
of every type of anti-union con-
duct. This spreading tactic was
given major significance by the
unanimous action of the entire
crews of the SS Manhattan, and
SS Washington, two of the lar-
gest passenger ships in the
American commercial fleet.
The seamen aboard turned
thumbs down on the boarding
unjon delegates.

{Continued. on Page 3)

Coughlin Followers Disrupt
Meeting of 18,000 in N. Y.

Several Hurt in Fracas—Increasing Bold-

ness of Fascists Is Menace to Labor

A gang of Coughlin’s fascist
followers, shouting ‘‘Social Jus-
tice’’ slogans and heckling the
speaker, broke up a meeting of
18,000 held in Madison Square
Garden last Sunday under the
auspices of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, a religious cult against
organized religion. The meeting
was listening to ex-Judge Jo-
seph Rutherford speak on
‘“Peace and Government’’ when
Coughlinites began to heckle
tihe speaker, turning the meet-
ing into a turmoil of fist-fights.

Judge Rutherford brought
the mounting fury of the
Coughlin hoodlums to a climax
by assailling the Catholic
Church as a supporter of Hit-
ler.

““The Catholic Church sup-
ported Hitler, Mussolini and

Franco in Spain,’’ said Ruther-
ford.

“You’ré’ a liar,” a Coughlin-
ite shouted.

Rotten eggs and soda bottles
hurtled toward the platform.
Fists and canes swung and the
battle began.

There is no doubt that the
Coughlinites came to the meet-
ing all prepared to disrupt and
break it up. In the fracas that
followed, many people were in-
jured, eight hurt quite serious-
ly.

This action by the Coughlin-
ites is symptomatic of their in-
creasing boldness in the use of
direct action methods. Labor
crganizations, can next expect
Lo receive the brunt of this ter-
roristic fascist campaign in the
ceming period. The only an-
swer is the defense of the work-
ers’ democratic rights, the de-
fense of their meetings by the
organized strength of Workers’
Defense Guards.

>ning, June 30, 1939, at the

Irving Plaza Hall, 15th Street
and Irving Place.

Delegates from all parts of
the country dre arriving in
the city, representing branches
of the Party from coast to
coast, prepared to deliberate
on the problems presented by
the convention agenda in the
light of the past period of ac-

tivity in a variety of class
struggles.
First Session Publjc
The first session of the mna-
tional convention will be open

to the public, taking place as’

a mass meeting of welcome to
the delegates. The Xeynote
speech of the convention, set-
ting forth the Socialist Workers
Party position on the war dan-

ger, will be delivered by the

reporter of the party Political
Committee, Max Shachtmsan,
at the Friday evening mass-
meeting in Irving Plaza.

Under the chairmanship of >

James P. Cannon, national seo-
retary, of the party, the meet-
ing will feature a number of
nationally prominent militants
actively engaged in the move-
ment of the trade unions and
the unemployed. Vincent R.
Dunne, popular leader of the
many teamsters’ battles
Minneapolis, George Clarke,
fresh from the auto workers’
front in Detroit, Glen Trimble,
party organizer in California,
Reuben Plaskett, Negro leader
of Newark’s unemployed who
recently made a dramatic run
as S.W.P. candidate in the local
elections, and Nathan Gould,
national secretary of the Young
FPeople’s Socialist League (4th
International), will be among
the speakers that evening.
Lengthy Agenda
Saturday morning will open
up the regular sessions of the
convention, which has before it
a lengthy agenda covering all
pnases of the party’s work and
1ts program of action for the

.| coming period.

First on the order of the day
will be a report and discussion
of the political situation in the
United States, to be followed by
a4 report on the preparation of
the party for the struggle

tgainst war, both before and’

after it breaks out.

Trade Union Work

Other points on the agenda
include the trade union work,
the work among the unem-
ployed, the question of the
press—under which heading
will be discussed plans for con-
verting the Socialist Appeal in-
to a three-times-a-week paper—
a program of action for the
party, to include a comprehen-
sive plan for building up the
party throughout the country
by means of a staff of organ-
izers, national speaking tours,
a series of popular pamphlets
for mass distribution, etc.

Prominent on th@agenda is
the question of organizing the
struggle against fascism by.

(g)ixtinued on Page 2)

Mass Meeting
Greet the Opening of the Anti-War Convention of the Socialist Workers Party!

Chmrman James P. Cannon; Reporter for the Political Committee: Max Shachtman; Speakers:
V: R. Dunne of Minneapolis, Glen Trimble of San Francisco, George Clarke of Detroit, Reuben
“Plaskett of Newark, Nathan Gould, National Secretary Y.P.S.L.

IRVING PLAZA

Irving Place at - 15th St Street, N. Y. C.

Friday,

s

June 30, 8 p. m.

Admission 25¢

Hear the |nternat|ona||st Posatlon on
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Anti-War Convention Problems Un*"‘"

- cision?”’

e vou and your friends. You call

«

1ocal meetings.”

On the
Labonr

| Unwons
l=p, B. J. WIDICK=

The United Progressive fur-
riers of New York recently put
the Stalinist administration of
the International Fur Workers
Union on the spot with an open
letter to Ben Gold, Stalinist
president of the international.

“We are approaching already
the middle of June but thous-
ands of us are still crowding the
sidewalks of the fur market—
hungry, tired and worrled,”
{he letter points out.

““The convention of our union
in Atlantic City had the task of
solving partly these problems,
but the leadership of the Joint
Council forgot all about the suf-
ferings of the fur workers,”” the
letter accuses. It continues:

“you, Mr. President, have
contributed a great deal
towards this present condition
by stirring up one part of the
workers against another. Since
you came back from the con-
vention a whole set of schemes
and maneuvers., were put into
motion in order to whip the
workers in line again.”

“You were convinced through
tne open forums that the unem-
ployed mean business, and
kave therefore advised the
leadership of the Joint Council
to rush through the convention
decisions at the local meetings.
You made your plan so that
only few workers should attend

Silence Critics

“Never in the history of our
union were there any kind of
meetings held on holidays. Will
you please tell us Mr. Presi-
dent, why all the four local
meetings were held on the two
nights of the Jewish holiday
‘Shevuoth?’ . . . Can you tell us
why the largest, local of our
joint council, the Operators,
with a membership of nearly
5,000 was assigned to meet in
a hall that takes only about
300? Doesn’t that prove that
you were not interested to have
the furriers-make an-Honest de-

““At the local meetings we
found out that one of your de-
cisions at the convention is to
silence those who dare criticize

it ‘democratization of the con-
stitution.” You want everyone
in our umon to bow to the bur-
eaucracy. You want us to close
our eyes and shut our mouths
to the so-called victory of tem-
porary jobs, permits for learn-
ers, permits for over-time, in-
buman speed-up, clique rule in
the shop, party domination in
the union, dishonest elections,
squandering of union money,
collaporation with the bosses to
the extent of obtaining thous-
ands of dollars in loans from
them.”’

““That is what you call de-
mocracy. But tell us please,
Mr. President, if you were a
rank and filer today, would you
aiso tolerate such conditions
and accept in good faith such
convention decisions?”’

“Please be honest about it,
Mr. President, you know that
the workers are dissatisfied
with the leadership in the Joint
Council. You know that people
in the labor movement have no
use for totalitarian regimes ev-
en though they are covered by
so-called united fronts such as
you claim to have in our union.
Aren’t you ashamed to speak of
1ules and constitutions, when
the entire history of your fight
for power has shown a sneer-
ing attitude and full disregard
for the union’s constitution?

“You have spoken at the lo-
cal meeting of the cutters. You
“iumped and cursed everyone
that disagreed with you, but
you must admit you met with
no success. . . Then your lieu-
tenants trisd hard to follow the
footsteps of the ‘Lieader’. They
even tried to outdo you in dem-
.agogy, but the result was the
same."”’

“Of course we admit one
thing. You people know the
game — you dragged out the
meetings with meaningless
speeches until the majority of
those present left in disgust.
Then with your own boys left,
you were able to take a ‘peo-
ples’ vote and pass all deci-
sions ‘overwhelmingly’ with a
few hundred votes from all of
the four locals for the entire
membership of 15,000. Is this
democracy?"’

\Why No Referendum?

dal;

STATEMENT ON THE SO-
CIALIST APPEAL BY THE

AKRON BRANCH
The issuance of the Socialist
Appeal as a twice weekly was
a great step forward toward
the winning of the masses by
our movement. Our paper,
however, is still far from being
a mass organ. The changes
that were made in the paper at
the time of its becoming a
twice weekly were for the most
part regulatory and technical;
the content, style, and make-up
—in sum, the whole approach—
remain too much the same.
Our paper is still too much
a propaganda rather than a
mass organ. It is still too aca-
demic in its approach; it is not
agitational enough. The aver-
age worker finds the paper dif-
ficult. We tend to underesti-
mate this difficulty because of
our comparatively long experi-
ence in politics, but it is never-
theless a fact. Our experience
in Akron, and in the Ohio-
Michigan industrial area gen-
erally, confirms this.

Getting to Masses
A change in the Socialist Ap-
peal along the lines which we
shall indicate would, in our
opinion, result shortly in our
gredter penetration into the
musses and the consegquent ex-
tension of our influence. In the
process the Appeal financial
crisis, which we are now try-
ing to solve in an organization-
al way through the circulation
d=partment, would in good part
be alleviated in the best way—
through the workers actually
looking forward to our paper as
they do their evening bourgeois
journal and continuing to buy it
and boost it themselves.

Examining the Appeal from

this point of view, then, the
Akron branch would like to

make the following sugges-
tions:
(1) The stories should be

shortened. We continually get
complaints from workers that
the stories are too long. Since
much of our present member-
ship has come to the position
of the TFourth International
through a period of ideological
clarification “gained chiefly
through intensive reading dur-
ing the time that we have re-
mained largely a propaganda
group, there is a tendency on
the part of some of us to
underestimate the difficulty
which just plain length imposes
upon the average worker. And
from our own experience, even
old party militants take a deep
breath before jumping into an
interminable story that contin-
ues for column after column.

Stories should be broken up
into several parts, if necessary,
and spread through the page.
The background can be put in
one story, the role of the C.P.
in a box close to the main
story, a feature highlight in a
small box inserted in the story,
etc.

The story should be continued
quickly so that the front page,
which should be snappy, filled
with paragraph squibs, short
news items, and feature mate-
rial, will not be so solid. Re-
cent issues of the Appeal have
averaged around eight stories
per issue on the front page.
That is just too much to hur-
dle. We can learn from the
bourgeois newspapers in this
respect. Their stories are short,
snappy, and within the limits
of their ideology, punchy.

One thing that we should re-

member is this: You don’t
have to explain everything
every time. There should be

more sloganizing, less long-
winded explaining.
Simple Stories

(2) Stories should be simpli-
fied. The stories, we hear again
and again from workers in the
shops, are too complex. The
paragraphs and sentences are
too long, the words are too big.
In this connection it might be
well to have a style sheet for
tlie Appeal just as bourgeois
papers do, in order that the
writing might be standardized
in the most effective style.
Here, too, it should be remem-
bered, it is a question not only
of the worker’'s relatively low

7

think, Mr. President, that such
important decisions as elections
once in two years to which the
membership obligates itself to
provide people with two years’
pay and vacations, and .the
boarding of the leatherworkers
in the house of the fur workers
which will involve. us in new
expenses with possible jurisdic-
tional friction in the future. And
last but not least, the silencing
of the critics. That all these are
important enough to be decided
7. all ‘t’h . fur: workers. amd hot

On Making the Appeal a
F aper for the Masses

cultural level, but of the con-
ditioning he has received from
reading popular bourgeois and
labor papers. We should take
this conditioning into .account
and adapt our style to what he
has been accustomed to. And
one of the first things to be
done is to shorten the para-
graphs, sentences, and words.
Because it has become so
much a part of us, we are
sometimes not aware how
much revolutionary jargon we
employ in our press, and just
how much of it is incomprehen-
sible to the average working
stiff. It is a fact that to a large
number of militant workers,
representing strata that have
been touched by no working
ciass party such expressions as
‘“‘bourgeoisie,”’ “C. P.,” ‘‘im-
perialist war,”” ‘‘class con-
scious,” ‘bureaucrat,”’ ‘‘class-
collaboration,”’ ‘‘demagogy,’”’
“maneuver,’”’ etc., etc., have
either no meaning at all or else
a very fuzzy one. While recog-
rizing that these words have a
historical justification and a
historical necessity and that
they are important weapons in
our intervention in the class
struggle, we must be careful
not to let them hecome easy
substitutes for careful explana-
tirn, simple terms, and fresh
approaches to old problems.
“Speak American”’

Linked with this problem is
our notable failure—barring
certain happy_ exceptions — to
speak , American. We do not
speak English as she is spoke.
Judicious use should be made
of such native expressions as

“going to town,” ‘‘getting to
first base,” ‘‘on the make,”
“muscling in,”” ‘angel,”’ ‘‘car-

rying the ball,” ‘‘the razzber-
ry,”’ ‘“‘putting him on the spot,”’
e¢te. This approach could be es-
pecially well used in the car-
toons.

Foreign phenomena should
be presented in the closest
snalogous American terms. In
this respect Krivitsky’s articles
in the Saturday Evening Post
give some excellent pointers on
how to explain the Russian sit-
unation. Expressions such as
“‘the Leningrad machine,” ‘‘the
party bosses,”” and ‘‘patron-
age,” for example, explain
more than the ordinary de-
tailed exposition does in many
more words.

In much of our material—es-
pecially the feature stuff—there
is not enough illustrative ma-
terial, not enough analogies,
a0t enough simple comparisons
to make clear and clinch our
theoretical points. Of our writ-
ers, Bill Morgan does the best
iob in this respect. We can
learn here, for instance, from
the popular technique of Oscar
Ameringer and the homespun
style of the early American so-
cialist movement.

By and About Workers
As far as the Appeal is con-

is an abstraction, upon whom

what he’s doing in the shop,

the whole business,

pears in our press.

same for the Appeal.

OPENS FRIDAY
(Continued from Page 1)

Workers’ Defense

gro question

the convention.

cerned, the American worker

we peer benignantly from our
aerial theoretical heights. But
of the actual worker—what he’s
thinking, what he’s sore about,

what his wife has to say about
what he
said to the relief investigator,
what the foreman said to him
and what he said to the fore-
man, what happened during the
last strike—little of this ap-

We need more stories about
workers—and more stories by
workers. By having them we
will be better able to gauge the
temper of the masses, and the
masses will begin to read us
and to be influenced by us. One
has only to recall how Plechan-
ov and Lenin in exile pounced
upon every bona fide worker of
whatever level of development
who came abroad and how they
questioned him, drained him of
information. We should do the

S.W.P. CONVENTION

building up a movement for
Guards
against the reactionary mob-
sters. Other poin{s scheduled
for discussion include the Ne-
in the TUnited
States, the development of the
world movement of the Fourth
International, the work among
the youth, and other urgent
matters which have already
formed the basis for an exten-
sive discussion in the ranks of
the party membership before

Following the mass meeting
on Friday, sessions of the con-
Vention, will. be open only to|
t{ members of the Party and the

A PROPOSED
REVISION OF
SECTION EIGHT

By DONALD BERGNER

Section 8 of the Political Res-
olution should be more con-
crete. It is not sufficient to re-
peat our Dposition against im-
perialism. The first two points
below are concretizations; the
third point deals with the
problem raised by comrade
Green’s amendment (Appesl:
June 20).

1. The Party should conduct
a campaign for the immediate
independence of Puerto Rico
and the other colonies. We must
expose the hypocritical prat-
ings of our imperialists, as our
French comrades have been
doing, by spreading the truth
about their brutal exploitation
of the colonial peoples. When
the social-patriots shriek about
“Poor little Czechoslovakia”
we must teach the workers to
answer: ‘““‘And what about
Fuerto Rico?’”’ Not only our
duty as the revolutionary op-
position in the homeland of the
imperialist exploiter is in-
volved here, but also our effec-
tiveness in combating the jin-g
goes and super-patriots.
QOur Responsibility

2. Pedro Albizu Campos and
other Puerto Rican anti-imperi-
slists are rotting in the Federal
Penitentiary. Not in some far-

but right here in the United
States. They are in jail for ‘‘se-
dition’’ against the Wall Street
government. The fight for their
release is our responsibility, it
cannot be confined to occasion-
3] mention in the Appeal, nor
is it primarily the task of our
sections 'in Latin America. It
is our work, here. We must
take the lead in a campaign for
their immediate release, asking
such groups as the American
Fund, labor unions and Latin
American organizations to take
an active part in it.

3. Our propaganda must
make it clear that we are op-
rosed to all imperialist oppres-
sion in Latin America. But that
is not enough., Our main enemy
is still ‘““‘at home.” That is, as
the U. S. section of the 4th In-
ternational our agitational task
is to expose and defeat the
machinations of U. S. imperial-
ism. Furthermore it must be
pointed out that where Nazi
fascism comes to Latin Ameri-
ca it finds much of its work

(from the ‘‘ideological’’ point
of view of making the people
accustomed to dictatorship)

already accomplished by the
Yankee imperialists and their
native tools. And in most of
Latin Americg it is U. S. im-
perialism that is the main ene-
my. But Latin America is not
one countrys The relationship
between our broad, general
propaganda and the agitational
r.ecessities varies in different
countries and situations. Agita-
tion ‘‘Against Yankee, German
and British Imperialism,”’
while correct at present in Bo-
livia, would be ludicrous in

der Discussion

Who Is Coughlin,
W hat Is His Program,
How Did He Rise?

By JOSEPH HANSEN

off - country in .South America )

“the farmer,”

Puerto Rico.

Hlinois Jobless
Back Yipsel
Job Campaign

CHICAGO—A real impe-
tus has been given the Jobs
for Youth Campaign by the
endorsement of the House of
Delegates of the Illinois
Workers Alliance, leading
body of the unemployed or-
ganization in Chicago. The
I.W.A. has taken upon itself
the task of popularizing the
campaign among its mem-
bers and the unemployed in
general. 40 petition blanks
were taken by the delegates
to have filled out by the Al-
liance locals, as a starter.

The backing of the I.W.A.
which has 12 branches in
Chicago marks a substantial
gain for the Jobs Campaign.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A COMRADE wanted to share
an apartment during sum-
mer. All improvements. Rea-
sonable price. Inquire 244 E.
13th St. Apt. 27.

CAMP SEVEN OAKS. Eaten-
town, N. J. Tennis, swim-
ming, ping-pong. Plumbing.
$2.50 per day. $14 a week.
Car leaves every Friday at
7 p.m. from 58 E. 4th St. to
Camp. Make reservations,
please! You may also pitch
your tent at Seven Oaks. We
equip it and you can ‘have
use of Camp Kifchen, $20 for

the sunmer, Phone Eaten-

IP{STALLMENT VI

Who Is Behind Father Coughlin?

What Father Coughlin’s secret files at the Shrine of the
Little Nower would reveal as to his ﬁnanc1a1 backers can
only be imagined.

Hitler’s movement, when it was in the same stage as
Father Coughlin's, was secretly backed by powerful finan-
cial interests—the steel magnate Thyssen and other power-
ful German capitalists. ’

Occasionally Coughlin will mention certain capitalists
favorably in his radio .broadcasts—Henry Ford, Walter P.
Chrysler, James Rand. Father Coughlin stayed at the San
Stmeon ranch of William Randolph Hearst while on a
visit to California. Mr. G. A. Richards, president of WJR
is a generous financial backer mentioned by Coughlin. He
mentions too in one of his broadcasts (Father Charles E.
Coughlin, an official biography, p. 107.) the visit of Harris
and LeBlanc to his shrine for intimate conversations, Rob-
ert M. Harris of the New York Cotton Exchange—a
southern bourbon well-known as a cotton and silver specu-
lator, and George LeBlanc described by Coughlin as “per-
haps the world’s foremost gold trader” (an internationat
banker!).

The forces in Coughlin’s financial background are, as
sinister as the forces that directed the breaking of the Lit-
tle Steel Strike.

Coughlin’s Program and the Fascist Program

Coughlin’s program as it now stands bears a remarkable
resemblance to the programs of fascism and Nazism when
they were at a similar stage.

Coughlin appeals to the dissatisfied and restless unem-
ployed workers and youth, and the farmers and small
merchants who are facing bankruptcy.

Hitler directed his appeals to the same sections of the
population.
Mussolini built his movement from similar ranks.

Coughlin, like his predecessors proposes a “just and liv-
ing annual wage,” ‘“‘cost of production plus a fair profit to
etc. He attacks democratic capitalism just as
Mussolini and Hitler did, and attacks it contemptuously.

He proposes “revolution” as they did, the use of force.
He attacks the failure of the New Deal to solve unemploy-
ment. He attacks its war program.

Coughlin is attempting to divert these revolutionary lay-
ers of the oppressed masses, just as Mussolini and Hitler
before him did, from striking at the very heart and core of
the system that produces unemployment. He turns their
rage against the “international bankers,” the “Jews,” the
“money system.” He proposes economic reforms chiefly in
the realms of banking and currency. In this way, like Mus-
solini and (Hitler, he attempts to dissipate the revolutionary
energy of the masses against bundles of painted straw.

To the capitalists he makes clear exactly where he stands
by expressing his devotion to capitalism and the private
ownership of property. For certain public necessities and
natural resources he advocates nationalization ; but he em-
phasizes that he doesn’t want nationalization of industry.

Some of Hitler’'s most prominent demands make inter-
esting reading beside Coughlin’s. The Nazi platform for
instance called for “abolition of the domination of inter-
est,” ‘“the complete confiscation of all war profits,” and
“participation in the profits of large concerns.”

These demands, of course, were NEVER carried out.

“Practically all the sixteen principles of social justice
are being put into practice in Italy and Germany.” (Seocial
Justice, Feebruary 13, 1939, p. T))

Let that statement of Coughlin’s burn like fire on your

memory !

And we might remind the lieutenants of Father Cough-
lin, that the secondary leaders in Hitler’s organization who
insisted on carrying out the Nazi program were “purged”
in @ ghastly blood bath.

When fascism marches into power it smashes the trade
unions, arrests the regularly-elected leaders and appoints
fascist chiefs in their place who dictate the new rules and
regulations. They confiscate the union treasury.

They confiscate the savings accounts and the insurance
of the workers, if they have any.

They build barbed wire concentration camps and herd
the unemployed inside at bayonet point.

They spread the industrial spy system throughout every
city, town, and hamlet of the entire nation and intensify
its grip a thousandfold.

Libraries are burned. Schools are shut down. Hours
are lengthened. Wages are slashed. The speed-up is
whipped up to new heights. Terror and torture are turned
loose. The streets-flow with blood. Strikes are punished
with death. Racial minorities such .as the Jews and the
Negroes are nailed to the cross.

Fascism is hell for the workers and the unemployed.
But it saves the profits of the small handful of capitalists
who control the nation’s wealth. And some obscure figure
becomes the all-powerful dictator of the nation’s fate.

To many good-hearted people it seems impossible that
fascism could come to the United States.

But it is impossible to wish away 17,000,000 unem-
ployeg.

It is impossible to wish away the dizzy downward

THE BRANCHES COME
THROUGH: -
‘“Enclosed find a money or-
der for $20.25—$10.00 on ‘our
Appeal account and the balance
for new subscriptions.”—S. R.
Chicago literature-agent.

* %
‘‘Enclosed find $14.00 to pay
up on our account and $5.00 in
advance.””—F. Washburn, St.
Louis Appeal agent.

* R
RESULTS OF RENEWAL
The campaign to obtain re-
newal subscriptions from our
readers who, for one rea-
son or another, had failed to
continue their subscriptions has
been completed.

While the results were not to

cur expectations, nevertheless,
some branches did a splendid
job and accomplished more
than their share.

Slightly over 100 renewal
subs were obtained in a little
over one month’s time. The
cutstanding branches were
Minneapolis, with 29 renewal
subs; New York City, 17; Bos-
ton, 7; Philadelphia, 8.

Minneapolis easily did the
best job, with Boston and Phil-
adelphia next.

* %

NOTICE: Please make all
checks, money orders, étc. pay-
able to the SOCIALIST AP-
PEAL. Do not make them out
to the editor or manager. Kind+
ly adhere to this request,

-

The Communist Party clique
running Bedding Local 140 has
Leen persecuting a worker, Jo-
seph Kitain, ever since he
opened his mouth and dared
to oppose the corrupt acts of
the administration.

Joseph Magliacano, the sec-
retary-treasurer, even went so
far as to physically assault
Kitain.

Kitain exposed differences in
wage scales, the leaving of
prices and conditions to a
“mediation board,”’ favoritism

for C. P. members, non-exis-
tence of ‘‘equal division of
work,” exorbitant dues, and

the lack of representation for
the spring makers, who numer-
ically make up 45% of the
membership.

Don’t Answer Charges

Instead of replying to Kit-
ain’s charges, the officers, Jo-
seph Magliacano, Alex Sirota,
and Sol Kitain, in the usual
manner, called Joe Kitain a
Trotskyite disrupter.

It may be interesting to note
that Magliocano was never a
hedding worker, but is a bar-
ber. He was not able to do his
Stalinist dirty work in the bar-
ber’s union, so he was impor-
ted by the C.P. into Bedding
Local 140, where he immediate-
ly became an officer, contrary
to the by-laws.

The C. P. leadership, as they
do in every union they control,
out of the union funds paid in
by the sweat of the workers,
proposed coniributions to their
Stalinist puppet organizations,
such as the Apmerican League
for Peace and Democracy.
They officially sponsored and
put pressure on the member-
ship to purchase fake raffles
entitled ‘‘Proceeds—For Sup-
port of Labor Newspapers and
Labor Schools’’—which ‘‘labor’’
newspapers and schools must
have been the Daily Worker
and the C. P. Workers School,
for there never was any draw-
ing of the raffle and no one
ever reported what was done
with the hundreds of dollars
that were collected.

Fear Opposition N

Although Joe Kitain was only

C. P. Leadership of Bedding
Local 140 Persecutes Critic

Answer Joe Kitain's Charge of Union Mis-*
rule by Deliberate Hounding Campaign

4 relatfvely new member, he

and received a vote that
amounted to 25% of Sirota’s,
wha received the biggest vote.
The polls and count were of
course controlled entirely by
the C. P. administration. A de-
mand for votihg machines was
rejected by the administration.

The controlling clique, seeing
the growth of the opposition
around Joe Kitain, determined,
at any cost, to get rid of him.

the shop and he was physically
threatened many times. His fel-
low workers were intimidated

False charges were framed
against him.

By crooked manipulations,
they tried to force him to take
a low-paid stretcher’s job, but
he refused. He was fined large
sums a number of times. After
a long time, he was suspended
for a month, and then in an il-
legal ‘“‘trial’”’ without any spec-
ification of charges,
‘‘expelled”’

a hearing before the member-

o subsistence from unemploy-
ment insurance. In typical Mos-

a member who supported Kit-
ain’s fight for bread and butter,
was forced to confess and re-
pent his sins in a letter pub-
lished June 3, 1939, in the Fur-
niture Workers Press.

Consent to Hearing

But Joe Kitain did not sleep.
He immediately began a cam-
paign of agitation which has
lasted for four months. He
circularized the membership in
the different shops and pick-
eted the office of the union.

The struggle was difficult,
but it finally had its effect. The
corrupt leadership is beginning
to feel it, and has begun to fear

finally consented to give Joe

membership at the meeting to
be held June 22, 1939, at Irving

Plaza Hall.

America.

workers’
sections.

sections,

every day.

being trained by fascist organizations right now in

In city after city, the fascist movement is spreading.
Trained squads of Coughlinites, protected by the police,
sell Social Justice in the busiest streets of every city, in
in predominantly Jewish and Negro

Fights between workers and fascists break out almost

(To be continued in next issue)

by

real program,

to your friends.
Give us the names and

JUST OFF THE PRESS!

Father COUGHLIN-
Fascis! Demag.ogue

Joseph Hansen
A new pamphlet exposing the ‘“Radio Priest’s”

Read it. Get your shopmates to read it. Send it

by cash, and we will mail the pamphlet direct.
Single copies 5¢; in bundles of 5 or more, 3c.

Pioneer Publishers, 116 University PI., N.Y.Cj

addresses, accompaiied

N

WANTED
Anti-Fascist Salesmen
to sell
“FATHER COUGHLIN—
Fascist Demagogue’’
pamphlet
Liberal Commission
See Miller, Labor Bookshop,

plunge of the rate of capltalxst profit since 1929.

116, University Place

l

ran for the Executive Board °

His life was made miserable in-

and were afraid to talk to him. -

he was ;°
by the executive
board. He was deprived of his
job and his livelihood - without

ship and was obliged to eke out

cow fashion, Joseph Maiman, ..

for its existence. They have.

Kitain a hearing before the’-

INFORMAL HOUSE

Box 245

(Near Ellenville)

120
Catskills, 40 acres of pine for
sunbathing; handball, ping pong,
archery { swimming and horges
back ridihg nearby; dancing.

UNUSUALLY LOW RATHES

Kerhonkson, N. Y
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Aftermath of Belgian Elections:
An Attack against the Miners

‘. Taking heart from the rightward trend in
: the recent elections, the Belgian bosses are
launching a large-scale onslaught on the con-
ditions obtained by the working class of that
-country during the great strikes of 1936. As a
first step, the mine barons are proceeding
sgainst the coal diggers of the Borinage sec-
tion, in an attempt to scale down present con-
.ditions in the new agreement.

The Borinage section is known as a hot-bed
of militancy. As such it has been chosen pur-
© posely, to test the ground for the great strug-
gle ahead. If they succeed here, the bosses cal-
- eulate, half their battle is won.

“When the new terms were offered the min-
-ers of the Levant and Produits du Flenu pits,
they were rejected out of hand. The bosses
-replied by locking out the workers of these

pits, some 5,000 miners. The reformist lead-
ers of the miners’ union have, up to the pres-
ent, contented themselves with appeals for aid
= -to King Leopold, calling on the workers to

" remain calm and accustom themselves to the
+- _unemployment relief to which they are en-

“ titled as a result of the lock-out. Since, as is
_self-evident, no family can very long subsist
“on the meagre dole, such a course cannot help
leadmg to a break-down of the miners’ resist-
-ance if persisted in.

Our comrades of the Revolutionary Socialist
Party of Belgium, concentrating their forces
_ in this region; are holding successful meetings

* in’all the mining towns urging the workers of

the Borinage to bring pressure for the calling

of a general strike in support of the Levant
and F_'lenu miners. The movement in this direc-

‘tion is growing. A twenty-four hour sympathy

strike has already been proposed in several

unions The success of such action alone, our

comrades argue can forestall the wholesale

onslaught on Belgian labor being cooked up
- by the bosses.

‘Another Sample of French

Democracy in the Colonies
. Recently we reported in these columns the
- great election victory of the Popular Party of
Algiers, the Algerian party which is closely
-allied with the French revolutionary socialists.
“DPouar Mohamed, of that party was elected as
~a general councillor.
' Now the Council of the Prefecture, the agen-
‘~cy of the French colonial office, has séen fit
-to annul his election on the petition of his pro-
imperialist opponent, Zerrouk. The latter was
% declared elected although he polled less than
3,000 votes out of a total of 15,000 cast.
- The grounds for the decision are so flimsy,

In the World of Labor

By Paul G. Stevens

that French friends of the P.P.A. expect to
carry the fight against it with considerable
support.

A Voice in the Wilderness:
“Anti-War Speaker at Southport

Most of the speeches at the recent Southport
conference of the British Labour Party were,
of course, in favor of the ‘‘war against the
aggressors” and in ‘“defense of democracy,”
laying the ground for the acceptance of con-
scription. One of the most rabid war mongers

_was party leader Hugh Dalton. Apparently
Dalton’s spiel was too much for one old-time
militant who found his way to the conference
by chance. Here is how one of the British
papers reported his reaction:

“Mr. J. Wood (Moseley), a self-styled old sol-
dier who waved the Guards necktie to the del-
egates said:

‘My greatest enemy during the war was
not the ‘““Jerry’” on the other side of No
Man’s Land, but my own Sergeant-Major.

‘Let Sergeant-Major Dalton do his own
dirty work when the war comes. I'm not go-
ing to do it—not Pygmalion likely!”’

The Labour Party’s Daily Herald did not
see fit to include this speech in its accounts
of the conference sessions.

Strike Waves Gaining

Momentum in India

Comrade Stanley submits the followmg
item:

Official strike statistics for 1938 just pub-
lished by the Government of India indicate
the extent of the revival in the Indian revolu-
tionary and nationalist movement.

Strikes in 1938 were the highest on record
for the past 20 years. There were 399 of them
as compared with 379 for 1937. The number of
working days on strike (not hours, as in Amer-
ican statistics — 8.8.) .was 9,000,000 and the
workers were successful in 46% of the strikes.

Textile workers (the ‘“‘untouchables” of In-
dia) again proved themselves to be the van-
guard of the Indian proletariat. They ac-
counted for 39% of the strikes, 70.8% of the
workers involved and 71.1% of the working
days spent on strike.

Two major working class activities are now

under way in India. Both, in all likelihood, will;

lead to All-India general strikes involving the
textile and railway workers. The former, con-
centrated in Bombay, Allahabad, Cawnpur,
Ahmedabad, etc., are already preparing a gen-
“eral strike to combat a proposed 129 wage
cut. The railway workers, solidly organized in
the All-India Railwaymens’ Federation, ‘have

presented demands with a 3-month ultimatum,.

half of which has already passed.

Once upon a time, a long time ago, there
was a young fellow on his way to visit his
uncle who lived across the plains and over
* the mountains, This young fellow walked and
. walked until he came to a railroad station at
the. foot of the mountains and there he saw
a great long train which was about to leave
- +for the fown where his uncle lived.

-+ At once he decided to walk no more. He
-~ would. ride on the train. So he went to the
= ticKet agent and purchased a ticket and then
he went out on the platform and waited for
the train to get started. He waited and he
 waited but still the train did not move. He
“walked ‘up and down and smoked several
cigars until he became so impatient that he
conld not wait any longer. Then he walked

at the engineer.

f “What the hell is the matter with this train?
Why don’t you get under way? How can you
“.eXpect people ‘to ride on your damn railroad
i if ‘you stall around like this? What the hell is
'wrong with you? What are you waiting for?”
“Waiting for?’’ asked the engineer, “Why
. ‘we were waiting for you to get on board the
train!”’

No Time to Be Active

It is an old story and you have heard it

before. But it always reminds me of the im-

. patient people who cannot find time to become

¥ active in the revolutionary movement and

who are always so very critical of the party

unless the party happens to be engaged in a

. ‘campaign which these people happen to think
is a good idea at the time.

_They are always trying to find some reason

- for not actually engaging in the necessary
~i work of the party and at the same time they
~cannot understand—at least they claim they
-cannot understand—why the party doesn’t do
this and doesn’t do that, etc., etc.

When pressed they swear great oaths of
loyalty to the working class and to the revo-
_lutionary movement. But as to doing any-
thing-—-well you see they cannot agree with
- this' phase of the work or they cannot under-

“ stand just what is holding back the outbreak
of social upheaval.

* They are ready and willing, you understand,
“but until the party comes around to their

. point of view on this question or that there .

“can be no cooperation. The working class and
the party will just have to see things their
- 'way or it’s no go. In the meantime, they go
about their own little businesses and ease
. their little minds with small nothings.
Revolutionary? Indeed! They are to the
Jeft of the party, you understand. Some of
them have even left the movement on the
g‘t‘ounds that the movement was too far to the
right on this question or that. Are they left
indeed. . . . In fact they are so far to the left
that they cannot find a place in the revolu-
tionary party and have not the patience to
wait until the party and the working class can
~.catch up with them.
Of course, if after considerable time—say
- three or four months—they suddenly blossom
out in support of the war or in agreement with
some bureaucrat in the trade unions, well,
after all, you can’t say they didn’t warn the
workers to hurry up and catch up with their
ideas and theories when the catching up was

he wbrkmg class and the -party did not
reir. advice when they offered it, well,

“-up to the front of the train and began to cuss .

" . rabbit,

On the Line ... with Bill Morgan

how can they be blamed for trying to make a
living and at the same time justifying their
retreat from the field of action?

And, if, in the meantime, they hang around
the fringes of the movement trying to pick up
a disciple or two, discourage one or two
youngsters with their line of ultra-ultra left-
ism, well, you understand that they must have
a following or a couple of disciples. After all,
it is easier to impress a new comer or a
youngster than it is to convince the member-
ship—especially where there are people who
fight back and refuse {6 be taken in by some
fly-by-night brain trust with an ego as big
as his head.

Fear Judgment of Members

It is one thing to take some inexperienced
young student or worker aside and whisper
all sorts of fantastic stories and spin strange
tales about the movement and it is something
else to come out in the open and present their
ideas and charges where answers are ready
and waiting. This they know and so they invent
reasons for being inactive, for remaining out-
side the party. Answers which sometimes
sound good over a cup of coffee but which
could not hold water before the membership.

Inside the party, where every comrade has
the right and the duty to present his ideas
and to have his opinions considered by the
membership, where the workers forge their
ideas into clean sharp weapons for the fight
against reaction and slavery, these cowards
have no place. They fear the honest judgment
of serious revolutionists who are quick to rec-
ognize fakery and personal ambition.

The party makes mistakes, it sometimes
hesitates and it sometimes jumps ahead of
the general development. That is only to be
expected. The party is made up of human be-
ings and is bound to make errors but the point
to be remembered is that the party can suc-
ceed only by trying and by making every pos-
sible effect to achieve its aim. If the party
made no mistakes it would make no gains.
Only by constant activity and consistent ef-
fort will it succeed in showing the workers
the way to victory.

In the party, taking their places side by
side with the honest and serious revolution-
ists, belong those who would make good the
final victory of socialism over capitalism.
Outside the party they can only criticize and
find little faults which in the long run mean
nothing. The snipers and egotistic generals
without armies and the super wise guys will
one day have to answer to the workers for

their failure to lend a hand when a hand was|

needed.

If all those who are waiting for the train
would only realize that the train may be wait-
ing for them perhaps we would be on our
way—but you may rest assured that when
the train is ready to start it is not going to
wait around for the Johnny-come-latelys or
the birds who stood around refusing to em-
bark unless they were given personal priv-
ileges.

They tell this story in Germany, which con-
cerns a rabbit which was found trying to es-
cape across the German border. ‘“What’s the
idea,”” he was asked. ‘“‘Hitler has just intro-
duced a law banning all giraffes,” said the
rabbit. “But. . . .”” “Yes, I know,” said -the
“but just try to tell that guy that I'm
not a giraffe %

War Crisis
Simmers on
Europe and
Asia Fronts

iContinued frem Page 1)
Hitler must plunge ahead,
forced on his course by the in-
sistent pressure of a starving
nation. Britain and France
have their two milllon men
ready for war and the Cham-
berlains and Halifaxes and
Daladiers emulate the Goeb-
bels and Goerings in spewing
threats across the air waves of
Europe.

Many Sarajevos

Today’s world crisis doesn’t
need a Sarajevo. During the
last three or four years there
bave been Sarajevos ten thous-
snd times multiplied, but the
boss politicians have held back,
fearful on all sides of the fight-
ing fronts of what this war will
mean. Their trouble is that they
can’t stop it. Capitalism organ-
izes the world into rival gangs,

constantly muscling in on each’

other, constantly at war either
to make a haul or to protect
one they made awhile ago.
They are just like any other
gangs, with the same motives,
the same greeds, the same
ruthlessness. Only they rule the
world and they can move peo-
ples and armies around like
checkers on a board ‘and—be-
cause we let them—they can
condemn us to die—millions of
us to die to keep them and their
gold intact in their banks and
counting houses.
Wide Front

If the rulers of Britain and
France actually decide this
summer that fhey cannot safe-
ly offer any.more concessions
to Hitler, there will be war. If
a few fresh concessions are
made, the war will be post-
poned again, but only for a
short period. That is the sum
and substance of the situation
as the complicated and foul
game of diplomatic and mili-
tary maneuvering begins again
in BEurope, with millions of lives
at stake.

These maneuvers are now
distributed along a vast front:
In the Far East the Japanese
end of the axis is bringing its
pressure to bear on the be-
leaguered British imperialists
—who now find themselves be-
ing ousted from their pirate
strongholds by the young up-
start pirates from Tokyo. On
the Mongolian frontier Japan
and Russia are engaged in a
new test of strength, a new mu-
tual measuring of forces. In
Moscow the Kremlin is still
holding Britain and France at
arm’s length, awaiting the ar-
rival from Berlin of the Ger-
man ambassador, von Schulen-
berg, who undoubtedly brings
Hitler’s latest counter-propos-
als, masked in the form of a
‘“trade’’ agreement.

F.D.R.: War President

Along the Polish frontier Hit-
ler is massing millions and in
the Limes lihe, facing France,
Switzerland, Belgium, and the
Netherlands, he is parading the
outward signs of his strength.

In Washington sits Roosevelt,
paying out billions for this
country’s war machine and
watching to see how things go
in Burope. If war comes, his
coy silence about a third term
will come sharply to an end,
for F.D.R. has cut himself out
the role of next war president.
It is in preparation for.that role
that he is jettisoning the job-
less and making terms with his
bosses, the Morgans and Du-
ponts and Rockefellers, for the
next steps of his War Deal.

Quits C. P., Joins
“Growing Parade
of Revolutionists”

Declaring that she was
Joining ‘‘the growing parade
of revolutionists who are
leaving the Communist
Party to enlist in the Social-
ist- Workers Party,” Betty
Fisher, for the last five
yvears a member of the New
York Communist Party and
Young Communist League,
resigned this week from that
organization.

‘“Recent events,” she de-
clared, ‘have opened my
eyes to thé truth. The Com-
munist Party has renounced
its militant past. It has be-
come the tail of the New
Deal kite. It has become a
bulwark of the status quo—
17 million unemployed, inse-
curity, and the threat of
Fascism and war. And like
all defenders of capitalist
‘““democracy,”’ it has no re-
gard for democracy within
its own ranks,”

Comrade Fisher declared
that her recent experiences
had convinced her that the
Fourth Internationalists of
the Soclalist Workers Party
were the only ones carrying
on g militant and revolution-
ary struggle against capital-
ism and war, and she called
upon all of her C.P. com-
rades to follow in her steps
and join in the fight for a
Socialist world. 4

COUNCILMEN IN

ATTACK ON
0110 POPQVICH

‘

(Continued from Page 1)
tions but failed because of the
solidarity and militancy of the
unemployed. The tone of the
relief bureau representatives
soon changed and the U.P.W.U.
was able to receive favorable
consideration of the 17 cases.

~ Ridicule Unemployed

At the June 20 meeting of the
City Council, the Queens Coun-
cilmen, Democratic and Re-
publican, took advantage of the
iniroduction of a reactionary
bhill by Republican Abner Sur-
pless to attack severely Povo-
vich and the unemployed move-
ment.

Surpless proposed to divert
$100,000 of relief funds for an
“investigation’’ of relief. Rally-
ing behind this open theft of re-
lief funds, Councilman Quinn of
Queens opened an attack on
Popovich who had led the pick-
eting of his home. He tried to
ridicule the demands of the
picketers for $150 a month cash
relief, money to pay the rent
and a weekly allowance of GO
cents for ice. These men don’t
seem to think the unemployed
have to live.

Very Poor Humor

Quinn also remarked that he
understood ‘‘vich’’ meant ‘‘son
cf” and wondered why all
these ‘‘viches’’ didn’t go back
where they came from. This
low attempt at humor at the
expense of the unemployed who
must live under conditions of
extreme misery in the richest
city in the world provoked
laughter from the well-paid and
well-fed Councilmen assembled
in City Hall.

But their laughter was at
their own expense for the U.P.-
W.U. had demonstrated that
mass labor action can effec-
tively wipe the sneers from the
faces of these politicians.

Join the Socialist

Workers Party

Revolt Growing in N. M. U.
Against Rotten Leadership

(Continued from Page 1)

In the Gulf district, most
powerful against the shipown-
ers and least dominated by the
C.P. wrecking crew, revolt is
in full swing. The June 12 joint
meeting in New Orleans unani-
mously endorsed recommenda-
tions from the Gulf District
Committee which actually cre-
ates an autonomous unit of the
union in that area. Included
were decisions to publish an in-
dependent paper and to ‘sell
all the Pilots (official C.P. dom-
inated paper) to the junk and
rag man at twenty cents a hun-
dred pounds’, to call an
Agents’ conference ‘‘for the
purpose of consolidating the
Gulf into one compact body'’,
granting powers to appoint or-
ganizers and to remove officers
without the sanction of New
York, and finally, to retain all
funds collected in the Gulf for
Gulf organization.

1t was the drastic nature of

in Curran’s goon-squad expedi-
tion to the Gulf where, at pres-
ent, he faces jail charges for
slugging a seaman with a base-
ball bat. The affairs of the en-
tire union are reduced to a
series of gutter brawls.

Both Guilty

These evenfs and this dis-
graceful state of affairs are a
direct consequence of the joint
King-Curran misleadership of
the union which has cooperated
100% in sabotaging crew mili-
tancy, making a mockery of in-
ner union democracy, drown-
ing the tanker strike in hot oil,
and, worst of all, chaining the
séamen to the fink hall sea-
slavery program of the U. S.
Government’s Maritime Com-
mission. Now that the reaction-
ary King clique have fallen out
with the reactionary Curran-
Communist Party clique over a
division of their joint plunder
from the seamen both sides are
exposing each. other.

the Guif revolt which resulted

‘crimes of hoth. The consistent

Teward the Party Convention

On the Relation

By JAMES P. CANNON

Practically all the serious articles contrib-
uted to the party pre-convention discussion by
individual comrades, groups or party com-
mittees emphasize the same point: Mass work.

Different proposals are made. There are dif-
ferent evaluations of the past activity of the
party. Some comrades offer more ambitious
plans, and some betray more impatience than
others. But all apparently pursue the same
aim, the decisive turn of the party to mass
work and the more efficient organization of
this work. From this we can see that the party
is united at least to this extent: It knows what
it wants. So far, so good.

But that does not solve the whole problem.
It only poses the problem. The aspiration to
direct all attention to the broad masses and
to gain a wider influence over them is not
new or original with us. There is nothing in
this aspiration, of itself, to distinguish us from
other parties. Leaving aside the sects and mu-
tual admiration societies, which habituate
themselves to isolation as something normal .
and also desirable, all parties, whether bour-
geois or proletarian, strive to win mass sup-
port and work out for themselves various tech-
niques of mass appeal.

There Is No Short Cut

An agreement in general on the necessity

‘| of & more decisive turn to mass work, such as

we appear to have, signifies only that we con-
sider ourselves ready to enter into active and
direct competition with all political tendencies
for the support of the working masses. Our
success in this competition in our time will be
determined by how much we understand our
own problem and apply that understanding in
practice. Here, as our party discussion has
disclosed, we run into difficulties and differ-
ences of opinion.

Some of these differences are simply mat-
ters of emphasis. Others represent conflicting
conceptions, and that is far more serious.
With others, impatience to reach the agreed-
upon objective is giving rise to ideas which
are false in. conception and which, if adopted
by the party, would have fatal consequences.

One of these false ideas born of impatience
is the idea that we can find a short cut to a
mass movement over the head of the trade’
unions. T mention this first because it is the
most fundamental and the most dangerous.
There are numerous other misconceptions, all
related however. A considerable section of
our movement, in its impatience to get to the
masses, is experimenting with ultra-radical
nostrums which, ironically enough, are the
surest means of assuring a permanent isola-
tion from the masses. .

These sentiments are most conspicuous
among the youth whose leaders,, apparently,
consider it fashionable to play a little bit with
adventurism and leftist phrasemongering. If
one put his mind to it he couldn’t think out a
better way of wasting the energy and courage
of our young militants and of guaranteeing
the eventual reaction of disillusionment and
discouragement.

Mass work has many forms. It is necessary
to combine them in such a way that each sep-
arate division serves the others. The modern
proletariat is accustomed to act through its
organizations. Most basic and fundamental of
these are the trade unions. A party which aims
to lead the working class must acquire a
strong base of support and a leading influence
in the unions. That is what the founding con-
vention of the party a year and a half ago had
in mind when it issued the sweeping slogan,
‘‘Ninety percent of party work must be direct-
ed to the trade unions.”

Was this slogan incorrect? Or, has some-
thing happened in the past eighteen months to
change the nature of workers’ organizations
and the workers’ habit of acting through
them? Not at all. But the impatience of some
comrades for action is leading them to flirt
with the most grotesque ideas in this respect,
ideas which they may consider ‘‘new’’, but
which in reality are as old as the Marxist
struggle against anarchist adventurism.

We hear it said nowadays that the unions
are too slow in responding and that we must
go direct to the masses. The masses, it seems,
are something entirely outside the unions with
their seven million or so members. The
masses are presumably only waiting to hear
from us, and are ready to act without the
formality of organization. Even the Ohio-
Michigan District Committee of the party,

Agitation and Trade Union Work

By JAMES P, CANNON

Between Mass

whose jurisdiction eovers precisely the heart
of the field of the great new unions of work-
ers in the mass production industries, take a
rather cross-eyed view of this question. They
permit themselves to advocate a program of
action which, they say, ‘‘can be conducted in-
dependently of the limitations and uncertain-
ties of the trade union movement.”’ (Socialist
Appeal, June 27),

No doubt, the members of the Ohio-Michigan
District Committee, who have seen and taken
part in workers’ demonstrations of power
through their unions, knew better. Perhaps
they just took a Sunday off for a manifesto
spree. Or, possibly, they sought by this high-
sounding formula, and the. ambiguous verbi-
age which follows it, to make a ‘‘concession”
to still more radical comrades who are ‘‘tired
of waiting for the trade unions.’”’ But this sort-
of concessions and compromises will not do.
The party convention must determine the cor-
rect approach to mass work and firmly reject
the false. Otherwise we will have a smash-up.

‘Deeper into the Unions!

We cannot yield anything from the “90 trade

union’”’ formula of our founding convention,
not even one per cent. Mass agitation in gen-
eral must be conceived, organized and devel-
oped, not as.a substitute for the systematic
penetration of the trade unions but as a sup-
plement to it. Woe to the party that despairs
of the trade unions and turns- away from
them! The harder such a party works and the
more hysterically it shouts the sooner it will
wear itself out.

Trade union work is not easy. Moreover it
is restricted in scope, not complete of itself—
herein the syndicalists commit one of their
greatest errors—and must be supplemented
all the time by the general political and agi-
tational work of the party. But even this gen-
eral work of the party, unrestricted in its
scope by any trade union rules or customs, is
directed primarily to the workers organized
into unions. They alone are capable of sus-
tained action, precisely because they alone are
organized.

True enough, we appeal to all workers. In
some cases we appeal most directly and im-
mediately to the unorganized who are the
most exploited and deprived. But what is the
first suggestion we offer to such workers, if
they respond to our appeal? We advise them
to join a trade union, or if unemployed, a
union of the unemployed. We cannot go around
the unions, and we have no desire to. Our slo-
gan is, ‘‘Deeper into the Unions!”’ Every cam-
paign of general mass agitation must aim to
deepen and strengthen our influence in the
unions.

No Room for Two Opinions

Trade union work requires patience, en-
durance and skill. In very few unions, at pres-

- ent, is it possible to unfold the whole program '

of the Fourth International. In many unions,
dominated by red-baiting bureaucrats, it is
necessary for revolutionary militants to re--
frain from exposing themselves to expulsion
by advertising their political affiliations. Rev-
olutionary trade union work, as a rule, in
America, is quiet, mole-like, unspectacular.
To carry on such work unfalterlngly, to work
in the unions in piece-meal fashion for parts
of the program while holding fast to the par-
ty, which in its general agitation expounds and..
defends the program as a whole: to be atten-
tive to the smallest union issues of the day
without succumbing to opportunism; to en-
trench one’s self and be-in a position to in-
fluence the whole union when the time for ac-
tion comes—these are amog the sternest and -
most important revolutionary tests today.

Such tasks require courage, persistence and
prudence. It is easy to shirk them, or to fail
miserably in their performance. We know
such cases, and the super-radicalism of the
delinquents is poor consolation to the party
which needs influence and support in the
unions more than it needs anything else. It is
easy to fight one’s way out of a union by ill-
considered tactics, and still easier to talk
one’'s way out. But what the party needs is
militants ' who know how to dig deep into the
unions and stay there, gather a circle of sym-
pathizers and supporters about them, and
transmute their personal influence into party
support in the trade union movement.

The party convention should emphasize this
necessity once again. There is no room for
two opinions on this question.

proof that both sets of mislead-
ers are guilty as hell on all
counts of conspiring with the
shipowners, violation” of the
union constitution and financial
mismanagement. This guilt is
sufficient to read both gangs
out of the labor movement for
ail time, However it is equally
significant that both gangs
carefully avoid the worst

N.Y. PAINTERS
DEAL BLOW T0
C. P. MACHINE

(Continued from Page 1)

heritage left to them by the.
union wreckers. It is up to them ,
now to elaborate in the con-
crete the program they have
claimed as their own. Without
giving any comfort to the red-
baiters, they must put the union
back on its feet and win over
to their side the misled follow-
ers of the C.P. by a program of
militancy that is in line with
the times. The slogans of the

betrayal to Maritime Commis-
sion sea-slavery receives not
one word in the thousands
poured out by the rival organs.
Partial reports from the Gulf
indicate a similar willful blind-
ness to the life or death issue
facing the maritime workers
and the maritime unions on all
coasts.

The Only Course
The continued existence of
the maritime unions, depends

on consistent, uncompromising
organized war against the sea-
slavery program of the govern-
ment and against all its agents
in maritime union ranks. The
course, the only course, for all
seamen on all coasts is fight-
ing unity with their brothers.
who take a clear uncompromis-
ing stand against. the fink-hall,
fink-training, union smashing

The eross fire gives complete and its Qu_rra,n-King stooges.

program, of the Govemment

tremendous,
AiE html _mess to clean up—the *

uilion members who were in-
tent on returning the union to
its membership regardless of
political affiliation.

The Stalinists may have some
satisfaction in the fact that by
their special conniving, they
managed to obtain the defeat
of Dennis Cronin, running for
business agent of local 5 on the
progressive ticket, who was one
of the founders of the Painters
Educational Society, and
among the most intransigent
leaders of the opposition. But
that is a short-lived satisfac-
tion. For their sun in the Paint-
ers Union has set. The ma-
chine’s rule has been broken. In
the future, painters will know
how to accord their right places
to the militants who have been
in the forefront of the struggle
for them.

The job of the progressives is
They - have a

six-hour day and of large-scale
slum clearance projects can be-
come powerful means of rehab-
ilitating the union. The inner-
union structure will no doubt
undergo the democratic re-
forms—rotation system of job
assignment, secret ballot on
taxes and assessments, election
of all officers, etc. — that the
progressives have stood for
from the first.

An article by Nathan Le-
vine on Mrs. Rubens’ ‘re-
lease” from a Soviet jail and
her interview with American
newspapermen will appear |
in the next issue of the So-
cialist Appeal.
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FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent living for every worker.

2. Open the idle factories—operate them under
workers’ control.

3. A Twenty-Blilion dollar Federal public works
and housing program.

4. Thirty-thirty! $30-weekly minimum wage—
$0-hour weekly maximum for all workers on

all jobs. -
5. Thirty doliar weekly old-age and disability
poaaion.
6. Expropriate the Sixty Families.
7. All war funds o the unemployed.
8. A poople’s referendum on any and all wars.
9. No seoret diplomaey.
16. An independent Labor Party.

11. Workers' Defense Guards against vigilante
and Fasoist attacks.

Painters’ Victory

The victory of the progressives in District
Council 9 of the Painters Union in New York
City has more than local importance.

The District Council, one of the most import-
ant sections of the powerful building trades
unions in the city, has been under the contro} of
the Stalinists for several years. They came into
office with a clear majority of the membership
supporting them, hoping that they would estab-
lish a democratic regime in the union and really
do something substantial to improve the condi-
tions of the workers. They leave office, routed
by just as clear a majority of the rr}eml_)ership.
And they more than earned their dismissal by
the wreck they have almost made out of what
should be a tower of strength in the building
trades.

The Stalinists may capture a union here and
there—playing demagogically on the progressive
aspirations of the workers. They cannot keep
control of it except by the most arrogant and
bureaucratic measures. In District Council 9,
not even these measures helped the Weinstock
C.P. machine. It has been smashed, as it will be
everywhere else in the country.

Now it is up to the aroused and vigilant mem-
bership to see to it that the union is converted
into what it should be: a militant, progressive,
democratic institution, which every worker will
rightly feel is his.

This means: a thoroughgoing house-cleaning
of all bureaucrats and reactionaries.

This means: reestablishing democracy, free-
dom of speech and freedom of criticism in the
union.

This means : a carefully planned and executed
program of action, backed up by organized
union strength, to restore the living and work-
ing standards so badly shattered during the
Weinstock administration.

The painters who just completed their elec-
tions did not merely vote to change one group
of officials for another. They voted for a clean,
democratic, progressive, militant union—not a
docile tool of bureaucrats and the 13th Street
fakers.

The new administration has a huge job cut
out for it. It has a clear mandate from the mem-
bership. Let it take the right road at the right
speed and it will find solid support for its ac-
tivity.

Against Boss War!

A punch-drunk world waits for the Sarajevo
of 1939. 1t was exactly 25 years ago that
Princip’s bullet found its mark in the Archduke
Ferdinand of Austria. Five weeks later the great
opposing camps of imperialist powers were at
war. Five weeks from now they may well be at
war again. Sarajevo was just a spark for the
tinder. This time there have been Sarajevos at
almost every turn of the seasons during the last
three years.

Striking as are the similarities between the
crisis now and the crisis of a quarter-century
ago, the differences are far more profound. The
gangsters, who took the lives of innocent mil-
lions in the last war were filled with confidence.
The capitalist racket was paying dividends. It
was simply a question of enlarging the sphere of
operations. Today their racket is rotted through
and through. It isn’t Svorking any more. The

it on ihgifused dynamité of starvir

Defense Guards! ..

millions. If the war of 1914-1918 opened up.
the prospect of world revolution that found flam-
ing realization in the Russian revolution, only
to be crushed again by a recovering reaction bol-
stered by the labor fakers and social democratic
liars of all countries, the coming war finds the
world much closer to the explosion that will wipe
the disease of capitalism off the face of the tor-
tured earth.

This is what the boss politicians know in ev-
ery country. This is what has made the crisis so
much more extended, so much more agonizing—
for in England, France, Germany, Italy, Japan,
and in the United States, the rulers all under-
stand that the war may well be the end of all of
them. :

And it will be! The Russian revolution of
1917 was aborted when capitalism managed to
survive in the rest of the world. But capitalism
will not survive the crises to come! Misled, bat-
tered, betrayed, drugged, beaten into temporary
submission, hurled out to die, the workers of the
world will soon come to their feet, turn on their
masters and put an end to senseless slaughter of
their brothers. This is the specter that haunts the
war makers! This is the firm hope and determin-
ation of revolutionists all over the world who
will join with the Fourth International in fight-
ing the war-makers and war-mongers, rejecting
the traitorous leaders who would send the masses
to death in the name of the bosses’ super-profits!

It is to the organization of this struggle—to
the conversion of this firm hope into hard real-
ity—that the anti-war convention of the Social-
ist Workers Party dedicates itself. We stand
against the war of the bosses! We call upon the
workers of this country and of all countries to
resist such a war and to turn it into a war for
the liberation of all the oppressed of all peoples,
of all races.

This is our banner and we write on it no
“ifs” and “buts”. Twenty-five years ago a tiny
band—far smaller than we are today—held aloft
this banner in the midst of the lies and frauds of
the preachers and so-called socialists who sup-
ported the war. That banner led to the revolu-
tion in Russia. We hold it aloft today and under
it we shall march to the victory of the workers’
revolution here and throughout the world!

On Provoking Riots

Fascism aims to smash the entire labor move-
ment—all of its sections, beginning with the
most militant and ending with the most con-
servative.

Only the blind can fail to see that the fascists
are already beginning their work in this coun-
try.

The cowardly attack in-the-dark-of-night
upon tHe Thomasite Debs School has already
been brought to our readers’ attention.

The American Labor Party has not been im-
mune, as witness the Coughlinite attack on the
A.L.P. meeting in the South Bronx at which
Councilman Quill spoke several days ago.

Now the Daily Worker reports (June 17) that
last week the Coughlinites in the First A.D.,
Bronx, organized a march to break into the local
headquarters of the Communist Party after at-
tempting to disrupt a C.P. open air meeting on
another corner.

These are exactly the same methods employed
by the Blackshirts in Italy and later by the Nazis
in Germany.

What conclusions does the Daily Worker
draw? The most polite ones imaginable. “The
Communists carefully avoided being provoked
into a riot and rather left it to police to preserve
order.”

Now we too, like any sensible person, are
against allowing ourselves to be “provoked into
a riot.” But that is not at all involved in the
above cases. What is involved are the simple
alternatives: Shall the workers organize to de-
fend themselves, by their own strength and mili-
tancy, against fascism—or shall they leave their
defense to the “order-preserving” police?

The Stalinist leaders who, in spite of every-
thing, are on the murder-list of the fascists in
this country, say:

Leave it to the police. The police will preserve
order. The police will defend labor’s rights. The
police will stop the fascists. Workers, “don’t be
provoked” !

In the first place, at least hal{ the cops of New
York (if not more) are already in the Cough-
linite camp, to otle extent or another. Watch
them on the streets when they get a chance to
show where their sympathies lie, and you will
see. In the second place, to tell the workers to let
someone else do the work of defending them, is
to tell them a lie that must have disastrous con-
sequences. It's like telling unionists to rely on
the police to protect their rights against scabs
and thugs in a strike,

How many more headquarters have to be
broken into, how many more meetings have to
be broken up, how many more workers have to
be beaten to a pulp by the fascists—before the
workers (members of the Communist party in-
cluded) learn the simple lesson:

To defend itself and its movement from the
claws of fascism, labor must rely on itself, must
organize itself.

To organize itself means: Build the Workers

The New Deal Skirts U.S.Housing

Needs to Build Its War Machine

Government’s Housing Program Is a Drop in the Bucket
Which Doesn’t Come Near Answering the Pressing Needs
Of the Jobless Millions Who Are Forced to Live in Slums

By RUTH JEFFREY

New Deal Housing, like New
Deal work relief, has value on-
ly as a sample of what might
have been done to aid the most
ceriouisly underprivileged ‘‘one-
third’’ of the people—if a New
Deal for the ‘‘forgotten man’’
Lad really existed.

During’ the first five and a
half years of the Roosevelt Ad-
ministration, the failure to un-
dertake practical slum clear-
ance and rehousing remained &
world scandal of governmental
indifference to the housing
needs of a people. Finally, in
September 1937, the Wagner-
Steagall Act was approved, cre-
ating the United States Hous-
ing Authority — whose efforts
will ultimately yield an answer
to only 4 percent of the most
pressing housing needs.
(Abroad, in the period corres-
ponding to the New Deal era,
Switzerland was the foreign na-
tion rated lowest in rehousing
activity; and yet its govern-
ment-assisted  building pro-
gram, on a proportionate basis,
was ten times as extensive as
in the U. 8.)

Although experts estimate a
need for 1,000,000 new dwellings
every year (if the United States
is to keep pace with its hous-
ing requirements), the U.S.H.A.
was allotted, in 1937, $800,000,-
000 with which to operate—as-
suring the construction of 150,-
000 dwelling units, at the rate
of 60,000 a year. As amended
last week in accordance with
Roosevelt’s latest pump-prim-
ing program the Wagner-Stea-
gall Act now ingreases the
honding authorization of the
US.HA. by an \additional
$800,000,000, increasing the
number of dwelling units, to be
supplied the nation by the New
Deal, to the glorious total of
300,000.

NOT FOR TENANTS
LIVING ON RELIEF

It is the proud boast of the
Housing Authority that: ‘“‘Rents
m U.S.H.A.aided projects will
be well within the reach of
large numbers of families on
both home relief and work re-
lief’’. But, having previously
stated that the ‘‘average an-
nual incomes of tenants will
range from about $1,100 down
to about $450 a year’’, the U.S.
H.A. is not unaware that gov-
ernment slashes of already in-
adequate relief run the average

annual income of families on
relief to something ridiculously
like $81.50.

Of these workers, who occu-
py the very worst slum areas,
it frankly declares, ‘“The only
relief families unable to enter
U.S.H.A.-aided projects will be
those receiving incomes abso-
Intely inadequate for minimum
maintenance, and who there-
fore have not been paying and
cannot pay even such very low
rentals as will prevail in U.S.
H.A.-assisted projects (where
the median is $4 per room
monthly). The first problem
for such families is to obtain a
minimum maintenance income,
in order that they may satisfy
their basic needs not only for
decent shelter but also for ade-
quate food, clothing and medi-
cal care. . . This makes it clear
that the problem of rehousing
relief families is a problem that
must be attacked on two fronts.
It is not enough to supply low-
rent housing. It is also neces-
sary to secure at least mini-
mum maintenance incomes for
the unemployed—through high-
er home relief payments, more
work relief, and, most import-
ant of all, more employment in
private industry’’.

This admission, however, of
U.8.H.A.’s inability, within the
New Deal relief framework, to
tackle the worst slums in the
areas it penetrates is never
mentioned when New Dealers
go on the air to tell the under-
privileged ‘‘one-third of a na-
tion”’ all about ‘‘New Deal
achievements.”’

INTERRUPTING HOUSING

| —WITH MILITARISM

U.S.H.A. Administrator Na-

President, made a glowing
speech entitled ‘““Slum Clear-
ance Marches Forward’, over
a nation-wide NBC network re-
cently., And before he had
turned the first page of the tale
of his triumphal project-inspec-
tion tour, he gave the unem-
ployed something nicer to think
about than their unsolved hous-
ing problems. Said the Presi-
dent’s appointee:

‘“At this point I want to inter-
rupt my speech te tell of some-
thing which is not related to
the housing program, but was
of the greatest interest to me

and will, especially in view of
world conditions today, be of

than Straus, appointed by the|. .

interest to this radio audience.

‘““The hospitality extended to
us included, in Columbus, Ga.,
and Pensacola, Fla., an invita-
tion from the commanding offi-
cer of the local military and
naval post. At Fort Benning,
Columbus, and at the United
States Naval Training Station
at Pensacola we were given an
opportunity of inspecting the
premises and seeing something
of the training and education
given the young men. The im-
pression conveyed in each case
was one of tremendous effi-
ciency. The neatness of the
grounds, the precision of the
drill, the appearance and con-
duct of the happy and healthy
men whom we saw were indeed
heartening evidence of the in-
telligent care given by our mil-
itary and naval establishments
to the training of the youth. I
helieve that any citizen who is
in the neighborhood of one of
these military or naval posts
should spend a few hours in
learning of the kind of fraining
given by Uncle Sam to recruits.
It is my feeling that this train-
ing fits the men not only to be
better military or naval defend-
ers of the country but, indeed,
to be better citizens’”.

BUILDING WAR

MACHINES, NOT HOUSES
Can there be any doubt but

that the New Deal is carefully,

consciously, molding itself into

a bigger, more expensive War

Deal, under which diseased and

dispirited unemployed slum-
dwellers can become ‘‘happy
and healthy men” . . . “heart-

ening evidence of the intelli-
gent care given by our military
and naval establishments to the
. youth”? ‘“‘Slum Clearance
indeed ‘‘Marches Forward!"’—
clearance, out of the slums, of
all potential cannon-fodder: in-
to the military and naval posts!

There is only one way by
which this type of relief to the
unemployed slum-dweller can
be halted, and that is by active
support of the Socialist Work-
ers Party’s unceasing cam-
paign for:

A JOB AND A DECENT LIV-
ING FOR EVERY WORKER!
ALL WAR FUNDS TO THE

UNEMPLOYED!
A TWENTY-BILLION DOL-
LAR FEDERAL PUBLIC

WORKS AND HOUSING PRO-
GRAM!

—];owarfclsl_the Drawing of a Balance
Sheet on the Kremlin's Purges

By M. N.°

Walter Duranty, ‘correspon-
dent of the New York Times,
who has always beéen given the
filthiest journalistic  assign-
ments by the Kremlin, has now
found it necessary to report
that the proportiory assumed
by the purge weré€ far beyond
those conceived abrodd. Half of
the expelled commtnists were
again returning to the ranks of
the party. But how“many inno-
cents had suffered ‘among the
non-party people! And so on.

Walter Duranty’s ihdignation,
this time too, is manufactured
to the order of the Kremlin. At
the present time Stalin urgent-
1y requires the loudest possible
indignation by his own flunkeys
ocver the perpetrated abomina-
tions and crimes.  What they
thereby seek to instill in public
opinion is that Stalinn himself is
brimful of indignation; and, in
consequence, that frameups,
provocations, arbitrary exiles
and shootings had been carried
oz without his knowledge and
against his will. Only incorrig-
ible fools are, to be sure, capa-
ble of believing this, But even
people not so stupid are in-
clined to met Stalin at least
half-way on this question.
A SPECIES OF
FALSE REASONING

Yes, yes, they say, Stalin is
unquestionably guilty of the
latest colossal wave of terror;
but he wanted it restricted

within the framework of politi-
cal expediency, that is, to de-
stroy only those whom it was
essential for his regime to de-
stroy. Meanwhile, irrational
and demoralized executors,
guided by far baser motives,
invested the purge with an ab-
solutely monstrous sweep and
thereby aroused universal in-
dignation. Of these excesses, of
this meaningless destruction—-
even from the standpoint of the
interests of the Kremlin itself—
of hundreds of thousands of
‘“neutral’”’ people, Stalin is of
course not guilty.

However such reasoning may
lure middle-class logicians, it is

false: from beginning_ to end.l

IPirst of all it presupposes that
Stalin himself is far more lim-
ited than"he really is. Yet he
rossesses, especially in this
sphere, ample experience to be
able to foresee in advance what
proportions a purge would have
to assume given the apparatus
in the creation and training of
which he holds preeminence.
It is well known that the
preparations for the purge be-
gan long ago. They began in
1935 with the expulsion from
the party of tens of thousands
of Oppositionists who had long
since recanted. No one plumbed
this measure. Least of all, of
course, those who had been ex-
pelled. The task Stalin had set
himself was to Kill the Fourth
International and to destroy en
route the old generation of the
Bolsheviks and all those in the
succeeding generations who
were morally tied with the
traditions of the Bolshevik
party. To execute so monstrous
a design, without parallel in
the annals of the history of
mankind, it was necessary to
clamp the apparatus itself in
a steel vice.
STALIN’S GREAT
HISTORICAL DISCOVERY
Every agent of the G.P.U.
every Soviet functionary, every
party member had to be made
to feel that the slightest depar-
ture from this or another bes-
tial instruction meant the death
of the insubordinate, the ruina-
tion of his family and his
friends. It was necessary to de-
stroy beforehand the very idea
of ‘resistance in the party, in
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the laboring masses. Thus, in-
volved here were not acciden-
tal ‘‘exaggerations,’”” nor irra-
tional zeal on the part of execu-
tors, but conditions indispensa-
ble for the success of the basic
plan. In the capacity of execu-
tor was required a hysterical
scoundrel of the Yezhov type.
Moreover, Stalin foresaw in ad-
vance the character and sweep
that Yezhov's activity would as-
sume, and he prepared before-
hand to renounce him once the
main goal had been attained.
In this sphere, the work pro-
ceeded according to the plan.
It was back in the period of
struggle against the Left Oppo-
sition that Stalin revealed to
the clique of his closest co-
thinkers his great sociological
snd historical discovery: All
regimes in the past fell only
because of irresolution and vac-
itlation on the part of the rul-
ing class. If the ruling power
evinced sufficient ruthlessness
in the struggle against its ene-
mies, not stopping aﬁ mass ex-
ccutions, it would always be
able to cope with all dangers.
STALIN WILL SHARE
IIIS SUBORDINATE’S FATE
In the autumn of 1927 this
wisdom was already being re-
peated in all keys by Stalin’s
agents so as to prepare the
party public opinion for the
coming purges and trials. To-
day, to the masters of the
Kremlin it may perhaps appear
—in any case it appeared to
them yesterday—that Stalin’s
great theory has been proved
by facts. But this time too his-
tory will shatter a police illu-
sion. When a social or political
regime comes into an irrecon-
cilable conflict with the needs
of a country’s development, re-
pressions can unquestionably
prolong its existence for a cer-
tain period, but in the end the
very apparatus of repression
will begin to crack, will be-
come dulled and crumble. The
police apparatus of Stalin has
entered precisely this stage.
The fate of Yagoda and Yezhov
presages the future fate mnot
only of Berya, but of the com-

T See==—

1 herr
Government _

By James B"'"'“"'";_-g

Perhaps the best comment on the Administra-
tion’s new ‘lending program’' was provided by
the stock market. There the passions which seek
release in Chamber of Commerce speeches and
N.A.M. publicity releases are sobered by the im--
mediately controlling aim of making money. On
the day the program was announced and on the
two following days, the stock market did—noth-
ing. The average stock prices changed scarcely
at all, and trading was at an old dray horse’s
pace. .

This may seem odd, for the ‘‘enemies’ and
“friends” of the program will have a lot to say
about it in the weeks to come. To the latter it will
publicly prove that Rooseveltism is still on the
march into the land of honey and almonds; the
former will find one more convincing piece of
evidence that Roosevelt is running business into
the ground. Beneath both varieties of ballyhoo,
the stock market tells the truth: that the program

doesn’t amount to much of a damn, one way or
the other. .

Little Drops of Water

According to the headlines, the new scheme calls
for a sum of $3,860,000,000. However, this amount
is only to be ‘‘authorized.” The proposal is to
spend at most $870,000,000 during the next fiscal
year. The anticipated national income for the ecur-
rent year is around $68,000,000,000. The total of
the Roosevelt plan, therefore, would amount to
1 1/3% of the national income. Salvation can
hardly be bought at so cheap a price.

As a mattéer of fact, examination shows that, in
spite of the headlines, there is really nothing
‘“‘new” in the program. It amounts to little mare
than a bookkeeping change from the practises of
the past six years. For example, P.W.A. has béen
lending and spending billions of dollars on many
kinds of construction projects. Roosevelt’s budget .
provided nothing for P.W.A. in the next fiscal
year; Congress has, so far, ear-marked $125,000,-
000 of W.P.A. funds for P.W.A., but even that
may not stand. Much of what is included in the
‘“‘new’”’ program is simply a modest substitute for
P.W.A., to be handled under the recently created
Federal Works Agency.

Other sections of the program will merely con:'
tinue the already functioning activities handled
under Rural Resettlement, Rural Electrification, -
and Home Owners Loan Corporation. The last sec-
tion will make $500,000,000 available for loans te
foreign nations, chiefly, no doubt, in furtherance
of the administration’s aggressive Pan-American .
policy. N '

Far from being a bold step in advance, the pre-
gram does no more than carry on old devices
which have already shown their hopelessness im
the past; and in most cases it does so not om @

greater but on a much lesser scale than darimg

several previous years of Roosevelt’s regime.
The most advertised change is also nothing new.
The administration is under pressure to reduce
the rate of increase of the national debt. The new
appropriations will not be handled directly by the
Treasury, but by special agencies created by Con-
gress which will do their own financing; their
obligations, however, to be guaranteed by the
Treasury. Thus these obligations will not have te
appear on the books of the Treasury as additions
to the national debt. However, this has been done
frequently in the past; and even now there are

more than $7,000,000,000 of such obligations out-
standing.

The Meaning of the New Program
‘The new program shows once more the begin-
ning and end of New Deal wisdom. It flows from
the theory that was once called ‘“pump priming’ -
and is now known as ‘‘compensatory spending.”

According to this theory, when private enterprise -

has a ‘“‘temporary” slump, the government steps -
in with heavy spending to get business out of the
hole; then private enterprise catches up, and -a
new wave of prosperity follows.

In line with this theory the government has,
since 1933, undertaken compensatory spending
which can be roughly measured by the increase
in the national debt—$23,500,000,000—plus the
seven or more billions in obligations of the special .
iagencies: a total of more than thirty billion dol- -
ars.

One thing was correct about this theory: with-
out this compensatory spending, U. 8. capitalist
economy would have folded up. But & much more*
important side of the theory was wholly wrong:
in spite of all these thirty billions of pump priming
and compensatory spending, private enterprise
has not ‘“‘caught on’’; on the contrary, private en-
terprise continues in disastrous shape, in funda-
mentals getting steadily sicker year by year. With
all the patches, they just can’t seem to get Humpty
Dumpty together again.

The latest spending program is a confession of, -
failure. The talk of the money being loaned exelu-
sively for ‘‘self-liquidating’’ projects is‘'a farce:
if they were genuinely self-liquidating (i.e., profit--
making), there is plenty of idle capital which
would finance them through private channels. The
Rooseveltians are hoping that they can whip up a
brief flurry of fictitious prosperity which would
get them through election year. But even for such:
a purpose, the new program is so small and timid
that its effect will be hardly noticeable. :

But from the program the War Deal will get
one important weapon, and it may be that this * |
was the reason for all the rest: half a billion more
dollars for the State Department to use in lining
up additional Latin American dictators for the |
war. The Johnson Act, which was once supposed .
to protect the United States from those finanecial
entanglements which played such a role in swing-
ing the country into the last war, is being suavely
and effectively superseded by the maneuvers of.
the Roosevelt war machine.

In Trenton a public school teacher in the first
grade is exonerated of the charge of having taught -
her pupils ‘‘horror’’ tales, which concerned fight-
ing between Japan and China, automobile acci-
dents, etc. It’s dangerous business to tell children
the facts of life, even the mildest kind.

* * *

‘““Czechs feel a greater kinship with the United
States than with any other democracy,’’ says Dr.
Joseph L. Hromadka of the University of Prague, -
““because Czecho-Slovakia has been without an:
aristocracy since the 17th century.’”” Quit quibbling
Doctor. The nastiest, foulest, meanest, crass
kind of aristocracy is that of money, and both th
United States and your country know this kin
oo well - : N




