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War Plans
Pushed By

Roosevelt
Pittman. Rips: Mask
Oft Military
Program

MOBILIZE INDUSTRY

The Roosevelt administration.
with the approval of Republican
leaders, has moved swiftly day by
day during. the ‘European crisis to
utilize it for the American gov-
ernment’s own war preparations.

Intensifying the crisis atmos- !

phere by a series of moves against
Nazi Germany, the administration
~—having thus presumably created
the necessary hysterical atmos-
phere-—  mioved to. expand the
American war .machine by wip-
ing out existing neutrality legis-
lation.

The rode; of exports. of muni-

tions as a method of .expanding |

American war industries was em-
phasized by Benator Key Pittman,
chairman &f the Foreign Rela-
tions Comnittee, in a ragdio broad-
cast Bunday night:

“The 'emergency demands of
our govermment an expeditious
and enormous increase of the ca-
pacity in this country for the pro-

"+ duction .of "ntaterials and instru:

ments .of deggnse..

“It is, totelly impracticable, if
not impossible, for our govern-
ment’ to squcienﬁy increase the
capacity of government works to
meet . aay.: Such emergency. Our
governthent’ must rely upon. the
expansion of. the capacity of pri-
vate industry. Private industry
will not expand if it is denied the
right and  power to export its
products””

'« Pittman Moves Fast

Pittman’s first statement, on
Saturday,. proposed to permit the
export of arms to belligerents in
time of war on the so-called cash-
and-carry basis—that is, all right,
title and interest in the consign-
ment would have to be trans-
ferred to -some foreign govern-
ment before export, and the arms
be carried in vessels of foreign
registry.

‘But by Sunday night he went
further, foreshadowing provisions
in the new law permitting Amer-
ican vessels to.carry the materi-
als of war. Recalling that it was
the determination to “fight for
our rights as neutrals on the high
seas that forced us into the
World War,” he added:

“The existing Neutrality Law
constitutes a surrender of those
legal rights that we fought for
in the World War.”

Pittman further justified his
proposal by the “realistic” argu-
ment that it serves to secure “a
substantial balance of power” in
Europe, so that no European
group will be free to interfere
with American interests any-
‘where.

“We have sufficient power
through our navy and through
our ¢tremendous financial and
economic resources to resist any
encroachment wupon our rights,”
said Pittman.

“We are interested, however,
i seeing that there is maintained
in Europe a substantial balance
of power because if any one
‘group obtains absolute power
over Europe and Asia, then we
are faced with the defense of the
Monroe Doctrine in Latin Amer-
ica.”

Frankly Imperialistic

Pittman’s statements—as chair-
man of the Foreign Relations
Committee he undoubtedly speaks
for the majority in the Senate
as well as Roosevelt’s intimate
circle—differed from the stream
of “idealistic” propaganda with
which the American people were
flooded throughout the week, in
its frankness in expressing Amer-
ican imperialist objectives.

Like a loyal Rooseveltian he
interspersed his points with in-
dignant references to ‘“aggres-
sors,” “totalitarian regimes,” etc.,
but concentrated mainly on ex-
plaining to hard-headed business-
men just what the government

(Cotinued on page 3)
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STALINISTS SILENT
ON -SHOOTING OF
MADRID LEADER

Miaja Executes His
Fellow-Communist,
Barcelo

Lieutenant Colonel Luis Barcelo,
a leader of the troops who re-
volted against the Popular Front
Junta’s plans to capitulate to
Franco, was shot by a firing squad
in Madrid on March 19, the morn-~
ing after Julian Besteiro, as Mir-
ister of State of the Junta, had
radiced an appeal for peace to

Franco.

But this bloody sacrifice did
not appease the Spanish Butcher,
any more than did Gen. Miaja’s
suppression of the troops who
wanted to continue the fight
against Franco.

“Our caudillo, General Franco,
has prepared an army which will
carry to the last village in Spain
the only peace which is honorable
—8, peace obtained by arms,” the
Burgos radio -announced, in inter-
preting the direct answer to Bes-
teiro by Rammon Serrano y Suner,
Franco’s brother-in-law, that
“Nationalist Spain can only accept
a victorious peace.”

Will Massacre Workers

No mercy would be shown to

the ‘“red militiamen” who alleg-

(Continued on Page 3)

Stalin Waits For
Nazi Reply to Bid

Duranty Quotes Bismarck to Support Idea
of Soviet-German Friendship

Despite its bombastic note about the invasion of Bohemia and
Moravia, the Stalin government of the Soviet Union is still leaving
its door wide open to a deal with Hitler. '

Britain and France only yesterday were ready to throw the

Soviet Ukraine to Hitler's tender®—

mercies if in return he would
only Iet them alone. That was
the meaning of Munich.

But now London and Paris
realize that Hitler will not, can
not, leave them alone and they
are preparing for war as swiftly,
as feverishly as they can. Part of
these preparations is a fresh offer
of a bloc to the threatened states
of Eastern Ewurope, Poland, Ru-
maniz, and the U.S.8.R.

Waiting to See

In answer to British diplo-
matic soundings, the Soviet gov-
ernment proposed & mnine-power
parley. In the present circum-
stances this is nothing but a stali,
because Stalin is still waiting to
see what Hitler will do., In his
speech at the Russian Communist
Party congress last week, as we
pointed out in these columns,
Stalin openly invited Hitler to
make terms with him instead of
fighting him,

A few days ago Pravda, Stalin’s
official organ, denied that in tak-
ing over Czecho-Slovakia Hitler
was driving toward the Soviet

Auto Union Groups Shape
Up for Coming Convention

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)
DETROIT, March 17.—From all present indications the Cleve-
land convention of the United Automobile Workers will be no love-
feast of harmony, tolerance and unity.

The rumblings of a scramble for power become louder every
day. Unless John L. Lewis by gentle persuasion or not-so-gentle
threats can parcel out the posts, at least to the temporary satisfaction
of the contestants, the trouble now brewing in the Executive Board
will boil over in Cleveland during the week of March 27.

Thred major tendencies have come to the front.

First, the

Frankensteen-Addes combination®

which is looked upon approvingly
by the Stalinists and probably
directed from behind the scenes
by the Communist Party commis-
sar.

This faction controls a sizeable
bloc of votes and will have great
bargaining power in Cleveland, It

vwill control! the large Flint dele-

gation, the Dodge, Plymouth,
Packard and Murray Body dele-
gales in Detroit, most of Toledo
and most of Cleveland and all of
South Berd. It bas no indepen-
dent program-—at least none vis-
ible to the naked eye. It is per-
fectly content to take orders
from Lewis and Roosevelt, so
(Continued on Page 2)

Ukraine. He was merely “clearing
his tajl from possible complica-
tions in the rear” before launch-
ing an attack upon the Western
powers. In other words, despite
Hitler’'s unmistakable threat to
the Soviet Union, Stalin was keep-
ing his skirts clear for a deal,
while at the same time coyly hold-
ing Britain and France off at
arms length.
Duranty’s Dispatch

The middle position was stated

most openly and most cynically
by Walter Duranty, unofficial
Kremlin spokesman, in a dispatch
to the New York Times from
Moscow on March 18:

“The Russians do not believe
(Duranty wired)—as Stalin has
said—that the Germans will be
so silly as to play Mr., Chamber-
lain’s game or M. Bonnet’s game

- by attacking the USS.R. . . .

“It looks to me, in this matter
of Russia and Germany, rather
like what Bismarck said and
played as a major policy, that
both of them ought to be
friends, because they are com-
plementary, meaning useful to
each other.”

This was published on the same
day as the Soviet note to Ger-
many, condemning in officially
violent tones, the annexation of
Bohemia and Moravia.

Two YPositions

The official not represents the
public position—which will be
translated into acceptance of the
Anglo-French flirtation in case
Hitler does not respond to the
unofficial position — stated with
characteristic crudity by Stalin
last week, and somewhat more
aptly by Duranty in his dispatch
on Monday.

In other words the Soviet Union
under Stalin, in mortal peril of
its very existence, is banking its
iife on the momentary shifts
among the imperialist blocs. That
the Soviet Union should take
every possible advantage of such
shifts goes without saying. But
Stalin’s crime is that he depends
solely upon them, having long
since abandoned his links to the

(Continued on Page 3)

The latest events in Europe once again,
in the most acute form, raise in the minds

of every worker the questions: Can we

stop Hitler? How can we stop Hitler?
How can we prevent this monstrous jug-
gernaut from enslaving the world?

Let us reply at once to the first of
these questions: We can and we must
stop Hitler. His appearance of unbeat-
able strength is in reality a deception.
What strength he has is the strength of
desperation, like the frantic strength of
a man in his death throes. He seems
strong only because of the disorganiza-
tion of the forces opposed to him.

ONLY TWO CHOICES .

The crucial question is the second:
How can we stop Hitler? This is what
we must answer, with absolute clarity.

- Wre must stop him, and we will, but we

must know exactly how to do it. If we
do not, we may fail; or we may succeed
in stopping Hitler only to end up with
tomething as bad or even. far worse than

Hitler.

All proposals for stopping Hitler sift
down, on analysis, to two. Realistically
considered, our choice is between these
two, and between them only.

The first is the proposal of the patriots
and social-patriots, of Roosevelt and the
Stalinists and the social-democrats. This
is, in brief, to reconsolidate the anti-
'German alliance of the World War, and
to have the allied powers, headed by
England, France and the United States,
go to war against Germany. The masses
of workers and farmers are asked to sup-
port these powers in the war.

WAR BRINGS REPRESSION

What will be the result of this propo-
sal, if it is accepted by the masses, and
acted upon?

We see the beginning of the answer
already, in France. The dictatorial
powers granted to Daladier will swiftly
result in the wiping out all the gains and
rights of the workers: the 40-hour week
will be changed to 50-hours and then
60-hours; strikes will be prohibited; the
rights of free assemblage and free press
done away with; all militants in the
labor movement will be hounded, jailed
or shot; the working-class political par-
ties will be outlawed; the unions will be
illegalized or reduced to obedient parts
of the dictatorial state machine.

Exactly the same measures are fully
prepared in both England and the
United States. Totalitarian military dic-
tatorships will be imposed in both coun-
tries the moment war starts, or even, as
in France, begun before war starts.

Universal conscription iaws, already
on the books, will draft the finest of the
young workers and farmers into armies.
Tens of millions, literally tens of mil-
lions, will be slaughtered—combatants
and non-combatants alike.

HITLERISM WILL SPREAD

And what will be the final outcome?
Hitler — Hider, the individual human
being—will lose out, will be defeated.

But Hitlerism, the barbaric and inhu-
man system of which Hitler the individ-
ual is only one expression, far from
being overthrown, will only be a thou-

sand times reinforced, not merely in Ges-

many this time but spread throughout
the world.

Germany’s Hitler may be prevented
from getting the colonies which he seeks.
The colonial peoples will be no less hor-
ribly oppressed by the Hitlers of Eng-
land, France and the United States. The
fascist yoke around our necks in Eng-
land, France and the United States may
not wear a label, “Made in Germany”;
but it will bear down no less heavily
as a “home product”. -

RULERS LOOK TO FASCISM

The rulers of England, France and the
United States do not like Hitler, because
he threatens their own possessions. But
they have no objection, in spite of their
present demagogy, to Hitlerism. On the
contrary, they know that the totalitarian
organization of their own nations is now
the only method they have for preserving
their own powers and privileges. .

The first proposal for stopping Hitler,

~then, ‘adds up to just this: for the sake:

of defending the possessions of the
finance-capitalists of London, Paris and
New York, to guarantee the victory of
fascism throughout the world.

The second proposal for stopping
Hitler is that of the revolutionary social-
ists, of the Fourth International.

MAIN ENEMY AT HOME

This proposal declares: Workers of
every imperialist state, of England and
France and the United States na less than
Germany, the main enemy is in your own
country! It is the bosses of your oun
country who throw you out of work,
drive down your wages, send their police
and troops against you, and who ‘plan
in their war and forever after to impose
dictatorship on you to drive you to the
slaughter.

Your first job, therefore, is to get rid
of these bosses and their government in -
your own country, to free yourselves, to
take over the factories and mines and
resources of your country for yourselves
and administer them through your own
government —a workers’ and not. a.
bosses’ government.

UNITE AGAINST TYRANNY!

Inspired and learning from your strug- '
gle, the workers of Germany will once
again take hope and courage. They will '
turn their anger and their weapons, not
against their fellow-workers of France "
and England and the United States, but
against their own main enemy, against :
their own government, against Hitler.
Hitler will be swept aside; and this time
not merely Hitler but Hitlerism; and
Hitlerism not merely in Germany but
throughout the world.

The German workers are our brothers
and comrades, not our enemies. Shall we
devote ourselves to killing them and be-
ing killed by them, because Roosevelt
asks us to do so in order to safeguard
the profits of the Sixty Families?

No! We must join with* them, help
them to join with us in the common
struggle of all workers of every country,
the world-wide struggle to wipe out the
rotted system which condemns all work-
ers to tyranny and starvation, and to
replace it with the free socialist society,

of free men in a free and peace-assured

world.
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Boss War Will Mean
Spread of Hitlerism

Workers of the United States! The Only Way to
Fight Against War and Fascism Is to Overthrow
the Intemational System of Capitalist Slavery

ER?

War Again
Threatens

Bosses Prepare
Hurl Masses Into
Slaughter

ARMIES ON MOVE

The peoples of the world were
being dragged this week at a
frighteningly swift pace toward a
new world war. -

On half a dozen fronts mil-
lions of men—the workers of all
lands — were once more being
prepared forthe mutual slaughter.

The desperate world struggle

to

| of the capitalists for markets and

raw materials was again reaching
the point where, as in 1914-1918,

1it was passing over to the stage !

of armed conflict. -

They almost reached the point
of war last September but
managed at the last moment to
reach a ‘“compromise”—the Mu-
nich accord—and now, after a -
brief six months the rival capital-
ist powers face each other once
more on the edge of the precipice
of war,

Little Room for Peal -

now for a ‘“compromise” than ex-

it is plain as day that any post-
ponement will be only for weeks
or for months. World capitalism
can no more control its convulsive -
thrusts toward war than a dying "
man can control his convulsions -
as his end draws near. .
Anglo-French efforts to keep
‘the hungry imperialisms of Ger-
‘many and Italy in check are fail-

Jing fast. The British and French

‘colonial empires, erected over the

| mangled bodies and with the

stolen wealth of hundreds of mil-
lions of subjected slaves, are
now directly threatened by the
“starved” imperialism of Germany
and its satellite, Italy.

The World War of 1914-1918
was fought by the capitalists of
France, Britain, and the United
States to crush the rising eco-
nomaic might of the Kaiser's Ger-
many. The vindictive post-war
settlement at Versalilles sought to
suffocate the conquered foe.
Thanks to the treacherous failures
of the Second and Third Interna-
tionals, the German revolution
was beheaded and the result was
—Hitler.

Hitler's Stages
Hitler took as his task the re-
constitution of the German Em.-
pire. First crushing the workers,
he then proceeded systematically
with’ & program of rearmament
and conquest that now brings him
into direct collision once more
with the riva] capitalist empires

jof the world. That:is the source
|of the threatening -conflict.

In swift succession Hitler re-
established German power in the
Saar, reoccupied the Rhineland,
rebuilt the German Army ‘and
Navy, seized Austria, annexed
the Sudetenland, and last week
bloodlessly conquered the rest of
Czecho-Slovakia. and now looks,
hungrily toward the oil and wheat
of Rumania and the Soviet
Ukraine. N

Last Fall Britain and France
deemed themselves unprepared to
go to war immediately. They
calculated that if they could turn
Hitler’s attention eastward by
giving him a. “free hand” in the
Danube Basin, and against Rus-
sia, they would save their own
skins, at best, and, at worst, give
themselves a further period in
which to complete their war prep-
arations. That was the essential
meaning of the Munich pact,

Pace Too Fast

Hitler has moved however, at a
far swifter pace than Chamberlain
and Daladier calculated upon.
They see developing a colossus
which threatens to become strong
enough to tear them down almost
at will. Under conditions of nor-
mal economic competition, the
Anglo-French bloc ‘could hope tp
checkmate Hitler to some extent
in Central Eurdpe. But that hope
disappears as Hitler goes far bew

(Continued on Page 8) R

New World

A much slimmer base exists -

isted at the time:of Munich, - But__

%

¢

-~




-

.

SOCIALIST APPEAL

Friday, March 24, 1939

Jn the
Orade
Unions

o 8y 8. 4. WIDICK

The C.LO. leaders are getilbl
a bitter taste of what's going
happen to the union moveneti
in the coming world war which
they voted to support at the
CI1.0. convention last fall. And
the Roosevelt administration is
doing a beautlful job of sticking
‘a knife into the back of the C.I1.0O.
under the guise of “serving the
best interests of national de-
fense.”

Thig situation came into the
limelight with the dispute in
Senate over the $358,000,000 emer-
gency army expansion bill. It
seemed that John L. Lewis want-!
ed provisions in the bill which
would guarantee that no con-
tracts would be given manufac-

turers who violated the Wagner,

Labor Dlsputes Act.

Lewis thought he wasn’t ask-,
ing too much for labor which,
after all, has to shed all the blood |

" in war Wwhile the industrialists

get richer.
Lewis Gave Manufacturers
a Loopbole

However, the National Associa-
tion of Manufacturers saw a
loophole in the Wagner Act ad-'
ministration in the fact thp.t
Lewis wanted a special law say-:
ing it pertained to mdustry en-
gaged in national defense work. '
So it obtained the aid of the War'
Depirtment (a non-political body, |
_you urderstand) and they put;
the heat on the Senate committee,
so that now the Lewis demand-
which Barkley, Bemocratic whip,'
promised to support has 6N

. emdseulated.

Thé Senate is gomg to work
out a “compromise.”” Press re-
ports say “the compromise woirld
permit discrimination (note the'
chof¢e of words) only agaihst
firmg that had been held guilty;
of Wagner Act violations within
two years prior .to awarding of
the contract.”

“A second provision would per-.
mit the President to issue a
roclamatlon expmptmg any firm
from the amendments provisions
if he deems such action in
best interests of national de-
fen“ ”

Such a compromise formula
which is backed by Roosevelt
gives the manufacturers a legal
loophole from observing any of
the provisions of the Wagner Act.

“Defense” Is a Weapon
Against Labor

Only & few weeks ago the
C.IO. protested against the fail-
ure of steel manufacturers en-
gaged in bullding armaments to
pay thé wages provided for un-
der the Walsh-Healy Act which
we_explained in & recent column.

The manufacturers are chisel-
ing there, too. “Requirements of
natiohal defense are so impera-
tive that we can not meet the
provisions of fthe Walsh-Healy
Act and give the government
loyal and immediate service,” the
steel barons say.

Summed up in a few words, the
i manufacturers see another pow-
erful weapon in their hands
against the union movement with
the adoption of the various de-
fense measures.

And Mr. Roosevelt, who rides,

roughshod over the Army and

” Navy to sell airplanes to France,

?

/

says not one word of criticism
against the combined Army-Navy
and munitions maker lobby
which is squeezing labor to make
more blood profits. In fact,
Roosevelt supports the manufae-
tugers in their drive against un-
ionism in steel and other basic
industries.

One can expect steps soon to
outlaw all strikes in. industries
engaged in building ships, or war
material of any kind under the
claim that this is ‘“treason
against the national defense.”
And workers who protest against
inhuman conditions and low
wages and discrimination against
union men will be branded
“agents of a fareign power!”

The strategy of the manufac-

turers is to make it a serious
crime for any worker or group
of workers to fight for unionism
and all that it means in better’

wages, hours and working condi-:

tions as a “jeopardy to national
defense”
make it a crime to interfere in
the slightest way with their in-
gatiable thirst for profits, under
the guise of “fatal interference
with industry engaged in nation-
al defense work!”
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{Continued from Page 1)}
long as it is allowed to direct the
union and collect the salaries.

Next in prominence is the Reu-
ther-Mazey faction. Walter Reu-
ther is the leader of the large
West Side Local, and Emil Mazey
of the Briggs Lecal. They have
support throughout
other locals. This group Is tied
together by the strings of the
Michigan Socialist Party, which
serves not so much as a political
party for them but rather as a
loose form of caucus organization.
Both Mazey and Reuther were
connected with the Stalinist-con-
trolled Unity Group until recently
when Walter Reuther broke with
the Communist Party. He has
now openly attacked the Commu-
nist Party over the radio, and it
is publicly acknowledged that the
Unity Group is split down the
middle. Reuther is said to be
backing R. J. Thomas for Presi-
‘dent.

Banks on Lewis Support

Insofar as any real battle with
the Stalinist caucus is to be ex-
pected at Cleveland over leader-
ship in the union it will come
'from this group. Naturally, the
inevitable hotel-room maneuvers
'and horse-trades may upset this
prediction. And this is entirely
'possible because the group pos-
sesses no strong anti-Stalinist pro-
gram which is at the same time
a program of militancy and ag-
jgressive action.  Furthermore,
ywhat this group is principally
;banking: on is support from
“Papa” Lewis.

Lewis has already indicated in-
, dir ectly, through the Hillman-
, Murray report as recelvers of the
 International, that he proposes to
idrop his C.P, allies.
| Some faint stirrings in the di-
rection of a program have ap-
.peared in the writings and the
speeches of members of this
group. “The Voice of Local 212,
organ of the Briggs Local, carries
a policy article written obviously
by Mazey. In it he declares for
,curbing the powers of the Presi-
dent and the Executive Board
and extending the rights of the
1membersh1p He also declares his
support of a drive for the 30-
hour week at 40 houts pay. Reu-
ther, on his part, has elaborated
a deta«iled pian for the organiza-
tion of competitive parts plants.

This is all"to the good, much of
it being borrowed from the pro-
gram of the third group printed
in the Feb. 14 issue of the Social-
ist Appeal. The major battle,
however, will rage around control
of the Executive Poard and In-
ltemational Offices.

Chrysier Against Board

Finally, there are the “indepen-
dent” locals which respond most
directly to the pressure of the
rank and file. Chief among these
is the large Chrysler local led by
William Marshall. Marshall's main
plank is the elimination of all 24
‘members of the present Executive
Board. He accuses them, not
without reason, of sharing in re-
spousibility for the present seri-
ous gplit in the union. To empha-
size his point, Marshall pur-
'chased 15,000 souvenir brooms and
circulated them among Detroit
unionists.

Next to Marshall but not di-
rectly connected with him is the
“Tuttle for President” movement
sponsored by the Dodge Truck
local. Although also another in-
dication of rank and file senti-
ment, this movement adds the
lighter touch to the internal mix-
up.

Frank B. Tuttle derives his
fame from a twenty-year career
as letter-writer to the Detroit
News. He has & homely philoso-
phy, slightly tinged with the bib-
lical socialism of the horse-and-
buggy days but as far as the
union is concerned, it can be
summed up in his winged phrase:
“As long as I have access to a
telephone, I will never make a
mistake John L. Lewis wouldn’t
make.”

“What Will Lewis Say?”

Between these forces there is
the inevitable maneuvering and
counter-maneuvering. Locals give
their allegiance to this or that
group one day and withdraw it
the next. The principal guestion
uppermost in the minds of the
leading union politicians is: “What
will John (Lewis) say?”

Will Lewis demand a unity
convention with all friction re-
duced t0 a minimum and kept
behind the scenes? Or will he
isgsue a papal bull against the
Communist Party and “all outside
political groups” and then per-
mit the convention to plunge into
a free-for-al for control of the
Executive Board?

the possible exception of some
group of stubborn delegates, the

]! differences will be patched up

and some of the boys will leave
Cleveland happy and others will
go home nursing their grudges.
This is what the Stalinists most
desire, for it will allow them to
remain in positions of influence
and even to extend their present
controls over the union. Such a
solution will lead to a terrible
awakening soon after the conven-

If he decrees the former, with |

tion and will bring to the surface
all the reactionary tendencies so
manifest at the Martin conven-
tion. The Stalinists in the .lead-
ership will continue their de-
structive activities of tearing
down the fabric of the auto union.

Red-Scare Certain

The other alternative will see
the Stalinists clearly on the de-
fensive. While they will not light-
ly consent, with their large back;
ing, to be pushed out of the pic-
ture entirely, they distinctly do
not want an open cleavage be-
tween the Communist Party on
the one side and John L. Lewis
backed by the “non-politicals” on
the other.

They must maintain the fiction
that they are above all “respect-
able,” “responsible” unionists and
that John L, Lewis is their leader.
Hence they can be expected tg
seek desperately for some kind,
any kind of compromise.

And if the heat is turned on
too strong, it is not at all unlikely
that the leading supporters of
Stalinism in the auto union today
will turn their backs on the Com-
munist Party. The fleshpots of
Roosevelt and Lewis are far more
popular than the secret sinecure
of this “foreign agency” the Com-
munist Party. )

In either case, the struggle will
be waged to the accompaniment
of a red-scare. It may not be so
loud or so discordant as the one
at the Martin convention but the
undertones and even the over-
tones will be quite audible. “Po-
liticals” will not be in good favor
at the convention.

Third Group Program
One group alone, small in num-
bers, without extensive influence,
will go to bat for a fighting dem-
ocratic program This program

Outcome of CI0 Auto Convention
Seen Resting With Lewis Decision

hits the major keys of auto work-
ers’ problems both of organization
and of struggle against unemploy-
ment. The response it receives
on these major issues will be a
good barometer in judging the
future road and effectiveness of
the auto unien. The chief planks

Group follow:
1. 30-hour week at 40 hours

the auto inc/lustry;

2. Closed shop contract for Gen-
eral Motors and abolition of the
disciplinary rights granted the
corporation;

3. Organization of Ford and]

parts plants with a specific provi-
sion that no local union is to
work on parts fabricated in a
struck plant;

4, Launching of a campaign for
a $5,000,000,000 W.P.A. approria-
tion, the establishment of the
$30-30 hour standard and the
chartering of W.P.A, workers into
C.I.0O. industrial unions;

B. Democratic rights and local
autonomy including protection of
minority opinion;

6. Union Defense Guards
against vigilantes and fascists and
company thugs—not goon squads
used against union men;

7. A fight against all anti-labor
legislation such as the Fitzgerald
labor bill which has just been
passed in the Michigan legisla-
ture;

8. Vigorous opposition to the
“red scare” as a device of the
employers either when used by
outright reactionaries or by Com-
munist party reactionaries;

9. A constitutional amendment
providing for a referendum on
elections and all important poli-
cies, and recall of all International

officers.

AFL Red-Baiting Attack
On C10 Hurts Unification

Oﬁer ‘No Adequate

. Substitute for CIO

Proposals

(Special 1o the Sociplist Appeal)
WASHINGTON, March 19.—In

an ultimatum charged with red-
baiting, American Federation of
Labor officials, last night de-
néunced the Congress of Indts-
trial Organizations as “infiltrated
with Communism,” and termed the
C.I.O. peace plan Communist-in-
spired and “identical” in meaning
with unity proposals “made by the
Cormamunist party, with Moscow's
approval, two years ago.”

Although the delegates from the
A.F, of L., who had been consider-
ing with CIO. representatives
various plans that might lead to
unification of the labor move-
ment had pledged themselves
to secrecy regarding the result of
the conferences, the decision of
the A.F. of L. officialdom was
made public without consulting
C.I.0. officials.

C.1.0. Indignant

Spokesmen high in the C.IO.
charged the Federation with a
rash “breach of faith” in violating
the covenant of secrecy and stated
that the new charges created an
“irritating influence” upon the
eventual outcome of the peace
effort,

The C.I.O. had proposed unifica-
tion of the C.IO., the AF. of
L. and the Railroad Brotherhoods
in a new organization to be
called the American Congress of
Labor, a plan which would unite
more than 10,000,000 American
workers.

Suspicious Motives

Although the AF. of L. quite
justly criticised the inclusion of
government mediation in the la-
bor dispute, pointing to the bale-
ful role of the government in
“totalitarian States,” the motives
for this criticism were not above
suspicion. It is notorious that A.F.
of L. officials are intimately con-
nected with the Republican party
and would not at all object to
delivering a serious blow to Dem-
ocratic party hopes for the com-
ing'election. Hence the innuendo
of similarity between Roosevell
and the totalitarian states.

But far from explaining why
any government interference with
trade unionism exercises a baleful
influence, whether the government
be democratic or fascist, the A.F.
of L. officials merely shifted their
attack to the supposedly ‘“deadly
identity” between the C.1.0. peace
proposal and a unification propo-
sal which they quote from the
Daily Worker of two years ago.

John P. Frey, president of the

Metal Trades Division of the A.
F, of L., who enlarged upon the
press release denouncing the
CI1.0., made no attempt to
present a better proposal or to
criticize ‘the present” 6ne Trom 2
reasonable point of view. He mere-
ly attacked it as "Communist in-
spired” and let his argument rest
on the traditional red herring
which constitutes the official AF.
of L. answer to any proposal from
any source which might threaten
officials’ jobs and salaries.

A Progressive Step

While Lewis’s plan to gather:la-~
bor into one big union was marred
by very serious defects, especially
its lack of provisions for demo-
cratic contro] by the members and
its inclusion of government me-
diation, still it was a progressive
step and met with wide response
from the rank and file of both or-
ganizations.

Whether the present denuncia-
tion by the A.F. of L. will lead to
the dissolution of the present
Joint Unity Committee is not yet
clear. Certainly it will act as an
additional stumbling block to final
unification of the labor movement.

Restrictions May Follow

As yet President Roosevelt has
made no comment upon the AF.
of L. statement. When he called
the two camps together several
weeks ago and asked that they
find a common ground upon which
to compose their differences, it
was generally understood that if
the efforts led to nothing Roose-
velt would very liHcely introduce
restrictive labor legislation. He is
deeply interested in uniting the la-
bor movement behind his 1940 po-
litical campaign and in tying the
workers of the country through
their officials to the war machine
he is building.

The unification of the labor
movement has long been militant-
ly advocated by progressives. Un-
der a democratic program, unifi-
cation of all trade unions into
one organization would immeas-
urably increase the efficiency of
labor in obtaining concessions
from the employers and in fighting
the war danger.

NOTICE

The special combination offer
tc the Soclalist Appeal, New In-
ternational and Partisan Review
has expired.

Please do not send in subscrip-
tions based on this former offer,

as they will not be accepted.

APRIL FOOL'S

Subscription 49¢

GALA EVENT OF THE SEASON!

Entertainment — Games

SATURDAY, APRIL 1 — 9 P.M.

Irving Plaza (Irving Pl. & 15th St.)
Music by: TOBY WOOD'S SWINGSTERS

Auspices: Socialist Workers Party (Local New York)

MASQUERADE

Without Fool's Attire 65c

in the program of the Third]

pay—to abolish unemployment in

“Anfi-Nazi Call
By Philly SWP

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)

PHILADELPHIA,—A cal] to
this city’s workers to mass in
demonstration against a Nazi
rally which will be held March
23 in the Metropolitan Opera
House has been issued by
| the Socialist Workers Party
and Young People's Socialist
League. All workers and anti-
fascists must gather says the
- call, to pickét thé brazen and
i provocative Bundfest.

Organized by the Philadel-
phis. Committee for the De-
fense of Constitutional Rights,
the Nazi rally is intended to
gather all of Philadelphia's
anti-labor and anti-Semitic
scum. Well-known fascists and
labor-haters, like Thomas A.
Blissard and Bessie Burchett,
have been announced as speak-
ers.

The S.W.P. asks all workers
and anti-fascists to demon-
strate with it at Broad and
Poplar, at 7:30 P.M., on Thurs-
day, March 23,

PLUMBER STRIKE
FOR 6-HOUR DAY
SPREADS RAPIDLY

Stalinists Whip Up
Strikebreaking
Maneuvers

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)

NEW YORK, March 20—Strik-
ing to retain the 6-hour day and
their present rate of pay, 2,500
plumbers and helpers of New
York City, swung into action on
the picket line today, as all
work in Manhattan, the Bronx
and the World’s Fair was tied up
solid.

Plumbers Local 463, striking
against the Master Plumbers As-
sociation of Manhattan and the
Bronx, tied up all jobs controlled
by this association not only in
the: two boroughs, but through-
out. Greater New York and even
as far as Connecticut.

" Jobs controlled by the Man-
hattan and Bronx Association in
Erooklyn and Queens were closed
down tighter. than a drugyp, as
members of Local No. 1, who
’h'a:vé an #gréement including the
6-hour day and: two-dollar rate,
refused to go through a picket
line of their striking brothers. In
such jobs, usually, Locals 463 and
1 divide the work fifty-fifty.

6 Firms Sign

Members of other building
trades unions shouted encourage-
ment to  the pickets and in a
number of cases refused to work,
though their own jobs were not
directly affected.

Archie Hechler, business agent
of Local 463, announced today
that six firms had already signed
up with the union. Others are ex-
pected to fall in line as the power
of the union is increasingly felt.

The Master Plumbers Associa-
tion which had previously at-
tempted to put over the 8-hour
day with a 25 percent reduction
in pay in violation of the agree-
ment for the 6 hhour day and the
two-dollar wage, are now at-
tempting to put across an in-
crease to 7 hours with a 10 per-
cent reduction in pay.

The ranks of Local 463, deter-
mined to retain the, conditions al-
ready won, are solidly united in
the fight for the 30 hour week
and the two dollars per hour
wage.

Jocal 3 of the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Work-
ers, one of the most powerful and
progressive unions in the building
trades, is outstanding in its sup-
port of the strike, Speaking to a
membership meeting of the
plumbers, President Kirkman of

TWELVE W.A A
ILOCALS DENOUNCE
C.P. CONTROL|

Sever All Relations
With Parent
Body

tapecial to the Socialist Appeal)

CHICAGO, ILL.,—Twelve locals,
including Local 1, the first un-
employed oxganiz&tipn in Cook
County, have seévered all connec-
tions with the Stalinist controlled
Workers Alliance. This makes a
majority of the Chicago locals
who have left the W. A. A. be-
cause of the Communist Party’s
sell-out line.

At a recent meeting of Loecal 1,
Frank W. McCulloch, State Sec-
retary of the W. A, A. explained

‘why he had been suspended by

the Stalinists from the national
organization. Using trickery and
high-handed methods the Stalin-
ists attempted to remove Mec-
Culloch in order to cover up their
betrayal of the unemployed. At a
time when there was $1,000,000 in
the State Treasury available for
relief the Stalinists refused to al-
low the locals to demand an ade-
quate budget because it would
embarrass Governor Horner and
his machine.” As a result of this
and other similar attempts to sti-
fle the unemployed, the member-
ship ‘of the W.A. in Iilinois has
fallen continuously.
Going Places

When the vote to break with
the W. A. A. was taken al] but
two new members voted to split.

The membership of the locals
which have broken away from the
shackles of Stalinism feel that
now is the time to “go places and
do things”
drive for membership and at the
same time fighting to restore the
relief budget to former levels and
a $5,000,000 monthly relief budget
for the State of Illinois.

Local 3 made a ringing appeal for
a fight to a finish for the 6-hour
day, comparing it with the heroic
struggle of the past for the 8-hour
workday.

There is, however, one danger
in the situation, that is the inter-
ference of the international offl-
cials who from the outset helped|]
the employers foist alonger work-
day and reduction of pay.

The Assistant General President | olu Subw

Mr. Masterson is working through
the sub-servient Stalinist leader-
ship of Local 463 auxiliary. These

Stahinists While paying lip service

to need of amalgamating the two
locals, do everything to bloe it. At
a membership meeting of local 463
auxiliary, March 20, a member of
the local moved to back the strike
100%, and as evidence of it one
thousand dollars be given to
striking local.

Saul Heisler, the Stalinist whip
in the local and its president
made a long winded speech in
which he tried to spread distrust
among the rank and file of the
striking local. His arguments in
brief were that the strike is un-
authorized by the parent body,
and being a Stalinist gxperienced
in the art of bootlicking, he ad-
vised the auxiliary not to do any-
thing that has the possibility of
arousing the ire of Masterson.
Heisler also tried to scare the
membership into believing that
the striking local will try to sign
an agreement that will include
also jobbing and alteration work,
thus depriving the auxiliary mem-

I bers of their jobs.

In this he deliberately withheld
from the meémbership the infor-

mation printed in the last issue]|

of the Appeal, that plumbers Lo-
cal 463 decided by unanimous
vote of the membership to ap-
proach the Auxiliary Local for
the purpose of negotiating a
common agreement with the em-
ployers, While the striking loeal
is extending a hand of friendship
tec the Auxiliary, the Stalinist
leadership of the auxiliary is sow-
ing distrust, suspicion and hate.

The Reverend Burt In A
W st Embarrassing Spot

When six members of the Min-
neapolis Appeal Brigade sold Ap-
peals last Sunday morning, March
19, in front of the Wesley Church,
a trustee of the church called the
cops.

Rev. Roy E. Burt, National Sec-
retary of the Norman Thomas
“Socialist Party,” is the recently
hired assistant pastor of Wesley
Church.

Police took Appeal salesmen
Mike Freed and S8i Barach to po-
lice headquarters on the complaint
that they were violating a city
ordinance by distributing litera-
ture and that they were interfer-
ing with the freedom of worship.

Threaten Arrests

Freed told the cops: "We sell
our papers; we don’t give them
away. Since when does selling a
workingclass newspaper constitute
interference with the right to
worship?”

Captain Bleed said: ‘“The cem-
plaint itself is proof of your in-
terference. You can't sell your
papers. If you don’t like my de-

cision, see the city attorney in the
morning.

Freed and Barach rejoined the
other members of the Appeal Bri-
gade and challenged the police de-
cision. 'Cops threatened arrests,
and two squad cars hovered
around, but no arrests were made.

Very Embarrassing

After the services, Freed and
Barach entered the church and
interviewed Rev. Burt. Told that
his trustee had called the cops,
Rev. Burt said: “I had nothing to
do with calling the police. I never
use such tactics.”

Asked why he had accepted em-
ployment with a church whose
head pastor, Rev. Mecklenburg, is
the most notorious enemy of or-
ganized labor in Minneapolis, Burt
nervously fingered the carnation
in his lapel and admonished his
interviewers:

“This is no way to build the
movement, by embarrasing me.”

The Socialist Workers Party
will lodge a formal protest with
‘Mayor George Leach against the
high-handed illegal action of Rev.
Burt’s trustee and the police de-
partment.

and are starting a 3

| APPEAL ARMY

ANOTHER RECORD SUB-
SCRIPTION WEEK LOOMING!

The way subs are pouring into
our office leads us to believe that
another all-time record sub week
for the Appeal is at hand.

New York City branches, Min-
neapolis and Chicago are really
keeping us busy here filliig out
the new subsdriptions— all of
which shows that the Appeal is
reaching hundreds of new readers.

We have decided to extend the
subscription drive for 1,000 new
readers until April 15th so that
every branch will be given a full
opportunity to fulfil] its quota.
Many have done so already. Next
week we’ll publish the list again
and we hope to be well on the way
towards the goal of 1,000.

In addition, we're going to award
many more prizes—including sub-
scriptions to the Appeal that the

branch can donate to whomever it.

wants; a batch of our newsboy

aprons for branch use; and sets
of bound volumes. Deswt forget
that prize No. 1 conaists of a com-
plete set of Lenin’s writings, prize
No. 2 is a complete calleéstion of
the writings of Leon Trotskin You
still have 8 weeks to comiplete
your quotas!

MAY DAY APPEAL:

Every branch now
possession details about ape
cial May-Day issue of thd ﬁppéai

Get busy ofi the ‘GolleStitn Hsts,
branch greetings, greetiifs frém
friends of the Appeal, otc.

And don’t forget to plan and
place your extra Bundle ordiers
now.

STATEMENTS IN THE MATL:

Branch bundle-order statements
are going out this weeit. As usual,
what is required on this £ iine-
diate action. Send in your pay-
ments and keep the Soclalist
Appeal going forward.
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Capital,” by the same author.
up to date for the American

1939.

paper}: ‘FASCISM AND BIG
abe and complete analysis |

fascist regimes.”

Order

116 University Place

TUST PUBLISHED

An American edition of the French book, "Fascism et Grand

An invaluable guide manual for all who would turn America
away from the road to Rome and Berlin.

Pierre Mille (editor of Le Temps, conservative French news-

evolution, and the probably downfall of the black and brown

J. B. Severac in Le Populaire: "The list of works a
fascism is already long but this book of Daniel Guerin's
serves a high place among them.” |

340 pages — $2.00

PIONEER PUBLISHERS

BIG BUSINESS

GUERIN

Tramslated, edited atid brot
reader with an introduction &

Dwight Mac¢Donald

applying the lessons of the book to the American sceie of
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New York City

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A PARTY by the Astoria Branch
—For the benefit of the new
Polish paper — WALKA, Sat,
March 25 at 28-40 31st St., Asto-
ria, L, 25¢. Take Astoria train
to Grand Ave.
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THE APPEAL
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Bound Volumes
of the Appeal, 1938
o .
Neatly Bound in
Black and Red Covering
PRICE (incl. postage) $3.00°
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IN THE WORLD OF LABOR

By Paul G Stevens '

New Recruits for Social

Patriotism in France

Hitler’s latest “surprise,” swallowing nearly
all that there was left of what was once Czeocho-

slovakia, appears to have finally shattered the

tender hopes of an understanding with him in
French and British ruling circles. In France,
Daladier ls pushing ‘through the Chamber of
Deputies decrees giving him full "dictatorial
powers for eight months in anticipation of the
inevitable clash with the Rome-Berlin axis.

While the social democrats under Blum and
the Stalihists under Thorez grumble against
this steép and call for the “union sacree” or na-
tional coalition cabinet, there is very little
likelilood that they will go 'beyond that. They
have prepared their following for just such
moves as ‘Daladier is now making.

The latter, taking a leaf out of Hitler's book,
knows that if you can get your opponents to
accept a partial defeat without serious resist-
ance, you can get them used to accepting great-
er ‘Befents without any resistance at all. Blum,
Thorez and the trade union leader Jouhaux
ha¥e played right into the hands of this hat.
chetman of French imperialism from the very
firdt days of the “Popular Front” They Wwill
support ‘Him with or without the official “union
sacree.”

Social reformism, Stalinism and the trade un-
ion bureaucracy have long been lined up for
national defense, and their support of French
imperiafism has been virtually guaranteed. Now
net recruits have come over to the side of so-
cial-patriotism from unexpected quarters. They
are the 'leaders of the purely syndicalist tend-
ency in the French trade union movement who
go under the name of “Amis de Syndicats” or
Friends of the Unions. Their chief stock in
trade throughout their existence has been: Lay
off politics! Under this banner, they had at-
tacdked ‘the social democrats and the Stalinists,
as well ag Jouhaux, from the “left.” During the
crisis last September, they were naturally
against the war-mongering of the Stalinists.
Since then, their fight agajnst working-class
participation in politics has taken them on
strange paths—and into the camp of Chamber-
lain-Daladier “appeasement.”

At a recent banquet one of the syndicalist
leaders, the general secretary of the Teachers
Union, Delmas went so far as to say:

"If for once, capitalism serves to stop a war,
it will make up in part for the evils it has
caused.” Then he added: "Huge armaments may
well be the price of peace.”

The speech caused a sensation in France.
Shortly after a manifesto issued by the group
incerporating the same line appeared in the
Pétit Provencal, an organ of the reactionary
Fernand Boulsson who is allied with the pro-
Fascist group of former Premier Flandin. The
paper commented enthusiastically on the mani-
festo. Now, when the ‘“appeasement” policy

culminates in war preparations under a dicta-
torial Daladier regime, the anti-political syndi-
calists, headed by Delmas, Belin and Co., can be
said to have done their shares for the ‘“union
sacree” equally well with the social democrats
and the Stalinists.

As always in the past, the only consistent and
reliable opponents of the social-patriotic wave
in present-day France are the political revolu-
tionists, those whose policies are based on
Marxism. Any hope of resisting- the war plans
in France rests with the P.OI. (the French
Fourth Internationalists) and with the leftward
development of the centrist P.8.O.P. (Socialist
Workers and Peasants Party) which contains
many excellent Marxist militants.

& %

Paul Faure and His

New Newspaper

Just a step ahead of the anti-political paei-
fists in this treacherous game is the “pacifist”
minority of the S.F.I.O. (French Section of the
Second International), led by Paul Faure who
recently broke with Blum after a life-long col-
laboration.

Mr. Paul Faure’s enthusiasm for ‘“appease-
ment” a la Daladier has led him to launch the
publicatlon of a newspaper called “Le Reveil
du’ Peuple” (The Awakening of the People) co-
jointly with, . one Rene Brunet, an associate
of the reactlonary George Bonnet, present For-
eign Minister.

Where is the money for the enterprise “com-
ing from? The cry is raised in the French revo-
lutionary press. The answer is obvious.

? L B

Another Blow at

OQOur French Comrades

In addition to the persecutions directed by
Daladier against our comrades Suzanne Charpy
and Loret, reported here last week, a new court
sentence has hit one of the leaders of the Revo-
lutionary Socialist Youth (Fourth Internation-
al), comrade Steve. Steve has been sentenced to
six months imprisonment for a placard which
appeared on the walls of Paris entitled “This
War Is Not Our War.”

* B’ &
Heavy Prison Sentences

for Algerian Fighters

Among the preparations of the French im-
perialists for their fight against the “Fascist
powers” is a savage attack against the political
organizations of the oppressed in ‘the colonies.
The latest to come under ‘their blows are the
militants of the Algerian Popular Party. Twen- -
ty-three leaders of the jparty récently faeedv a
mass trial and wére given geytenoes a.\feragfng i
one year's imprisinment edéh. Provinért among
them was Ben Dahmane Amar, who was ar-
rested in Paris last September and deported to

Algiers, .

On the Line

"

. . with Bill Morgan ||

John was an Italian worker who came to
- America 1odking for a job. He was a stone-Cutter
and a 'good one. He could nét speak English
arid ‘had ittle time to lesarn because there were
fodr smull children snd a wife to feed. And
when the employment agent sent him to a th
mont quarry to work, he borrowed some money
from friends and took the family along. A new
life had begun for John and he was happy.

™ was hard work and no time for play or
study. Up early to work and home late and to
bed@ The boss was always nearby, and it was
hutry, hurry, hurry every minute of the long
day. John did not complain or ask questions. No
matter how weary his arms or sore his bdack,
John’s TMeart sang with joy because the job
metint that the bambinoes and the mother had
a Yoof over their heads and spaghetti on the
stove.

Angd it meant also that his oldest son, Joseph,
could go to school and grow up to be a smart
felow like the boss. Maybe he would be a doc-
tor or a lawyer—who knows, maybe President?
“Why Must People Be Hungry?”

Four years went by and John worked harder
each year. He had not saved any money, but
who saves money when times are good? Besides
théfe weére so many little bills to pay each week,
eacH tnotth. One must pay reat. One danpot
slep in ‘the flelds—especially when tittle Elsie
had fhe cough that didn't go away. . . And a
family must eat. In winter every one must have
coal to heat the homse. Growing boys wear
clgthes to shreds overnight. Doctors must get
paid or they, too, get Hungry.

One day there was no work at all. The boss
cafiie out and told the men to go hoine until he
sent for them. John waited for the othets ‘to
leave and then he went up to the boss. “T work
very much. I do not ask questions. I need the
job very much. I'l] take less pay if you keep me
on the job. Please?” The boss just walked away.
He didn’t even answer John.

It was a long winter. John thought every day
the boss would send for him. Sometimes he
walked to the great quarry where he used to
work and looked at all the stone waiting to be
cut into big blocks for buildings bouses and
bri#ges and statues. Sometimes he thought,
“What has happened in America? Why must
people "be hungry when there is so much fine
land for growing potatoes, wheat, corn and to-
matoes? Why do people live in houses like sta-
bles when lumber and stone and iron are right
in the ground under the very nose? Why must
people shiver in thin rags and walk in broken
shoes while clothing stores are overflowing?
Why? What is wrong?”

He could not answer these questions without
getting dangerous ideas which frightened him
and yet made him feel better right away.

~“There are answers to all questions,” he would
say to himself.

There Was a Depression

One day, when spring came, John packed up
the family’s goods in a big tablecloth and took
the mother and the children to the road and
started off toward the city. A truck stopped
and the driver said, “Hop in.” They accepted
' the invitation without knowing where they were
going.

New York City is very large, and it is easy
to get lost there because all the streets look so
much alike. With two children in their arms
and two walking alongside, the family walked
and walked. After a great many blocks, they

came to an Itallan neighborh6od. There they
found a man who boitght their wédding ring for
half the original price. John almost cried but
did not because his wife Would see him and the
children would see him and then everybody
would cry, too. He just left them in a doorway,
while he looked for a roém where they could
sleep.

The next day John found a job. Not much of
a job for a man who had been a stone-cutter,
but it would do until he fouhd a better one. ’He
was a dishwasher in a small, dirty lunch room
where no daylight ever came ‘into the kltchen. ’
At night he would wiip scraps of food in a
newspaper and take thbm home 16 his walting
family. On Saturday the boss paid him six dol-
lars for a week’s work.

On Sunday John met some men who told him
that elections were near and that the distriét
leader c¢ould use a man to distribute cireulars
in mail boxes and under doors. The job paid

two dollars a day. So John applied and then

spent his time*walking endless miles of ddrk
stairways and long stréets. It was better thdn
washing dishes. After the elections were over,
John was out of a job again.

It went on like this for two years. Little jobs
and little pay. People said thére was a depres-
sion. John’ health began to play tricks on him.
He often was unable to get out of bed because
his head felt dizzy and his heart made &uder
thumps. Elsie’s cough became so bad she kept
the whole family awsdke at night. Joseph quit
school and tried to earn some money shining
shoes in Tompkins Square Park. The mother
cried to herself. There was a depression.

So Nobody W ould See His Shame

One day a neighbor told John to go to the
Home Relief Bureau. There they will help you
if you say the right words and tell everything.
But John didn’t want charity, he sald, and re-
fused to ask for something for nothing. He was
a stone-cutter and he wanted only a chance to
earn his money. But four children and a wife
must eat. . . . So in the end he went to the re-
lief station. There he stood in line all morning,.
In the afternoon a man called his name and be-
gan to ask many questions. John tried to under-
stand. He tried to remember where his father
was born, how old his mother had been, how
many little jobs he had in the past three years
and many other questions, Then the man gave
him a long piece of paper with many more
questions printed on it in English. Fill this out
and come back next week, the man said.

For three weeks John tried to do everyhing
necessary to receive food for the family. Always
there was some mistake on the paper. Always
they said come back next week. Always John
folt like a beggar in front of the smart fellows
in the Relief Bureau. And more weeks went by.

One day after John had filled out the paper
for the sixth or seventh. time, he brought it
back to the: Bureau and waited five hours for
the man to call his name. John was hungry and
he did not feel good in the head. When the man
called him he walked up quickly. The man
looked at the paper and said, “You spelled the
words wrong again and I can’t read your signa-
ture. Take it home and fill it out again.”

John went home slowly. He tried to think.
What was next? What should a man do? The
children were hungry, The mother cried in her
sleep, John's head became dizzy again. He went
home and hanged himself in the closet, so no-
body would see his shame.

(To be continued next week)

Tintended to rule with an

] Compulsory military service
llikewise on the immediate order

{Continued from Page 1)
yond mere economic penetration
and gobbles up territory under
the marching feet and trundling
wheels of his swollen army.

Moreover they understand per-
fectly well that Hitler’s eastward
march does not release them from
fear of incursions upon their own
empires, Italy is hungrily—and
impatiently—awaiting its turn and
Hitler has never renounced his
demand for overseas colonies that
could only be provided at the ex-

{pense of the Western powers.

That is why under the hammer
blows of Hitler's latest moves—
and the new moves in immediate
preparation—Britain and France
are attempting to stiffen up suf-
ficiently to challenge the threat
of German imperialist expansion.

The Turn in France

In France the first move was
the conversion of the Daladier
government—only six months ago
the fountain-head of the People’s
Front—into an open dictatorship.
Daladier demanded and received,
by overwhelming votes of the
Chamber of Deputies and the Sen-
ate, full powers, unlimited and
undefined, to govern by decree un-
til next November.

Daladier made it plain that he
iron
hand, to slash down the living
standards of the workers, to in-
crease hours, to speed up arma-
ments, to make France an armed
camp under a dictatorship that
will permit no breath of freedom
that interferes with the ‘“grave
eventualities’—i.e.,, the war-—of
which Daladier openly spoke.

Nothing could more plainly
than this show how false and
hypocritical 1s the propaganda
that tries to befuddle the workers
into thinking that the coming
war is a war of ‘“democracy”
against the Fascist dictatorships.

The “Democracies”

France, even before the actual
outbreak of war, is already swiftly
converting itself into a ‘totalita-
rian $tate there ‘the worker who

| tries to oppose his own interests
Jto those of the capitalists will be

#s ruthlessly crushed as he is ‘in

I Hitletite Germany.

In England it has already been

‘f publicly annouriced that the coun-
"Ttry will be broken up in time of
Yrar j ii)to twelve regions under thet
.Fibsollfte rliile 6f locdl dictators

appointed by the government.

is

of the day in “democratic”

| Britain.

In this country the blotting out
of the Barkley amendment from
the air corps expansion bill—the

STALINISTS MUM
ON SHOOTING OF

MADRID LEADER

(Continved ‘from Page 1)
edly committed Various “crimes”,
said Suner. These “crimes,” he

‘|said, must be taken into consider-

ation when one speaks of gener-
osity,

Franco was preparing for an
offensive if the Junta did@ not
sHortly surrender uncond:t:onally.

In %iis radioed appeal to Franco,
Besteiro had addréssed the fasc-
ists as “the Nationalist Govern-
ment”:

“The moment has come when
the National Defense Junta must
carry out its mission, and in con-
sequence it addregses your gov-
ernment to inform it that we are
disposed to undertake negotiations
which will assure us an honorable
peace. We await your decision.”

lo Was Communist

Lieutenant Colonel Barcelo was
done to death less than two days
after an “Emergency Tribunal”—
secret courts established by the
Negrin government — had found
him guilty of “complicity” in the
Worker on Monday, nor aid it
revolt against the Junta.

He was a member of the Com-
munist Party of Spain.

News of his execution was not
reported by the Stalinist Daily
report the Junta’s peace appeal.
Loyalist Spain has disappeared
from the front pages of the Dally
Worker. As reported in the last
issue of the Appeal, all references
to the Popular Front Junta, which
had previously been denounced as
capitulators to the fascists, dis-
appeared from the Daily Worker,
beginning March 13.

Press reports of the reappear-

ance of the Communist party.

press in Loyalist Spain, indicating
that the Stalinists have made
their peace with the Miaja-led
Junta, have not been demed by
the Daily Worker.
Why Stalinists are Silent

The silence of the Stalinist
press here, in the face of the
latest Spanish events, can only be
interpreted as an attempt to hide
from the Communist party mem-
ership the fact that the Spanish
Communist Party is going along
with the Besteiro - Miaja Junta's

amendment which would have
slimly safeguarded workers’ union
rights—and the well-known indus-
trial mobilization plans which will
place the workers in a strait-
jacket in time of war are also
ample proof .that ‘‘democratic”
America too will convert itself
into a Fascist dictatorship during’
the coming war,

“Democratic” Allies

And if any more proof were
needed, we remind workers of the
fact that “poor little Rumania”
and “poor little Poland”—the next
objects of Hitler’'s attention—are
nothing but bloody dictatorships
in which workers’ rights were
long ago crushed under the heel
of totalitarian governments. These
are the “allies” to whom the de-
mocracies, so-c¢alled, now appeal
for encirclement of Fascist Ger-
many.

Let no one be fooled by the

$S Govemments Prepare to Hurl
Masses Into a New World Slaughter!

propaganda already dripping in
thick blobs from the entire press,
from the Tory Herald Tribune to
the Stalinist Daily Worker. The
coming war is a war aimong the
bosses, fighting like wolves over
the prey, the rich produce of the
workers and the profits they make
out of them,

The Soviet Position

Britain and France are also
turning now, in the present crisis,
to the Soviet Union—which they
were ready only yesterday to
hand over to Hitler—for renewal
of the long-discarded collective se-
curity pacts. To these overtures
Stalin, as explained elsewhere in
these columns, is giving a cyni-
cally cautious response, waiting
to see if Hitler will reéspond to
his public bid for a bloc against
the Western powers.

In any case, we are witnessing
one of the final—if not the final—

neuvering for position. Events
are beginning to move far more
swiftly than the numbing minds
of the capitalist diplomats. The
new imperialist war, the new
slaughter of the nations is almost
upon us. United action by the
workers of the world will trans-
form that war of the bosses into
a war for the emancipation of
all mankind by overthrowing the
system that breeds wars—capital-
ism, ‘But for the historic treach-
ery of the Second and Third In-
ternationals during the past two
decades, such action would have
long since taken place. Now, in
these darkest of hours, that gi-
gantic task falls to the Fourth
International, which will fight to
the utmost of its powers to smash
the war-makers and on the smok-
ing ruins of capitalism erect the
new world order, the only order
of world peace, the order of world

period of desperate pre-war ma-

socialism.

(Continued from Page 1)

Roosevelt Uses European Crisis to
Push Arms Program and Propaganda

ported the N, Y. Times corre-

was secking to achieve by its lat-| Spondent in Berlin. “Neither had

est moves.

No obstacles were placed in
Roosevelt’'s way by the Repub-
lican and anti-“New Deal” Demo-
crats.

Republican Spokesman Approves

Senator Robert A. Taft of
Ohio, generally regarded as an
important possibility for the Re-
publican presidential nomination
in 1940, speaking on Saturday at
the National Republican Club,
directly answering the question
whether he approved the admin-
istration's denunciation of Ger-
many, declared that he “certain-
ly. approved.”

The requisite atmosphere for
jamming through the abrogation
of neutrality legislation was
sought by the dramatic step,
taken Saturday, March 18, of
applying new tariff duties, re-
garded as prohibitive, against
German goods.

This application of economic
sanctions against the German re-
gime far exceeded in scope and
effect any steps taken by France
Fand - England@ during this crisis;,
and expressed once more, as did
the Lima Conference, the fact
that America has taken the lead-
ership in a world offensive
against the Berlin-Rome-Tokyo
bloc.

Nazis React Sharply

Washington’s imposition of the
new duties “came as a stunning
blow to German official and, par-
ticularly, business circles,” re-
S —

cp" Mencczmsm
Week” Hits “Isms”

{Svecial b0 the Socialist Appeal)

NEW ORLEANS. — “Ameri-
canism Week” was celebrated
here the first week of March
by the Communist Party, Lou-
isiana section.

Postcards sent out read ver-
batim:

“May we remind you that
this is Americanism Week.

“The Communist Party of
Louisiana declares its steadfast
loyalty to our Nation’s demo-
cratic institutions, pledging
ourselves in word and deed to
fight any ‘ism’ of any clique,
groups or minority from with-
in our country or from abroad
that would destroy or under-
mine our democratic institu-
tions of government.

“Tune in on ‘Pauperism is
Unamerican,’” Station WDSU,
Friday, March 3rd, 8:30 p.m.
Hear Mr, Jerome Benton, Sec-
retary of the Communist Party
of Louisiana.”

—

peace moves.

Press reports on March 15 quot-~
ed La Verdad, Communist party
organ in Valencia, as asserting
that the Communist party also
wanted “an honorable peace,” as
does the Junta.

Barcelo, who took his member-
ship in the Communist party se-
riously, belleved the word “Com-
munist” meant what it once did,
and fought to prevent capitula-
tion to Franco, was executed by
the Junta—and in death is not
even honored by the Stalinist press
by a news item, much less a dec-
laration of solidarity!

QUEENS
Anti-Fascist Rally

FRIDAY, MARCH 24
8:00 P.M.
Oddfellows Hall, Jamaica
159-31 90th Avenue
Speakers: Albert Goldman

E. R. McKinney
(8th Ave. Subway to Parsons
Blvd. — BM.T. to 160th St.)
Auspices: Jamaica and Astoria ||
Branches, S.W.P.

any doubt that the new duties
were prohibitive and virtually
shut Germany out of her normal-
ly biggest overseas market.”

That, far from putting a halt
to Germany, the punitive meas-
ures taken by Roosevelt would in-
crease the mad desperation of
the Nazi government, was indi-
cated also by the Times corre-
spondent, who reported that “po-
litical circles were quick to pre-
dict that Germany would imme-
diately retaliate by stopping her
rurchases from the United States
and possibly by even more drastic
measures in line with her posi-
tion as a world power.”

Welles Opens Fire

The opening gun in the series
of American moves was the
statement issued March 17 by
Acting Secretary of State Sum-
mer Welles, with the approval
of President Roosevelt, declaring
that “acts of wanton lawlessness
and of arbitrary force are threat-
ening world peace” and refusing
to characteristize incorporation
into the Reich of -Bohemia and
Moravia as anything but “tem-
porary extinguishment.”

Welles’ statement was, how-
ever, merely a stop-gap for pub-
lic consumption until receipt af-
terward of a German note offici-
ally informing this government
of the occupation. This opened
the way for a formal protest di-
rectly to Germany. It was ex-
pected that the formal protest
would rival the punitive duties
in its sensational character as a
move against Gertmnany.

Roosevelt Seeks All Power

The Roosevelt Administration
utilized these moves not only to
break down any tendency by
Congress to seek a voice in deter-
mining foreign policy.

Even the big Democratic ma-
jority in Congress, and the ap-
proval of his moves voiced by
Republican leaders, does not re-
assure Roosevelt, for he knows
that when the present hysteria

wears off, the powerful anti-war
sentiment of the masses will
again create pressure on Con-
gress, the body of the govern-
ment which most directly re-
sponds to public opinion.

What Roosevelt wants Con-
gress to do is summarized by Ar-
thur Krock, Washington corre-
spondent of the Times, on March
19:

“The administration wants
Congress in this perilous time
to abandon its effort to legis-
late foreign policy and put its
trust in the Executive, It wants
discretion for him to enforce a
unilateral policy of aid extend-
ing to arms, ammunition and
implements of war. It proposes
that the Presidént shall have a
power of decision, supported by
all the resources of this nation,
which will enable him effective-
ly to throw our whole weight
on any bloody scale according
to his concept of national in-
terest.”

Hull’s Hypeocrisy

This revealing summary of the
president’s objectives indicates
how hypocritical was Secretary
of State Cordell Hull’s argument
against the proposed popular
referendum on war.

Hull argued that such a ref-
erendum was incompatible with

representative government, that
the people, having elected thelr
representatives to Congress had
thereby delegated to them the
power to deal with the question
of war and peace. This subter-
fuge hides the real aim: to take
the decision away, not only from

the people directly, but from
Congress.
Meanwhile, even before revi-

sion of the neutrality act, the
government was in a position to
initiate a gigantic process of ex-
panding war industries, on the

basis of putting through the ar-,

mament program already voted
or about to be voted by Congress.

Present Arms Costs

Not even the administration
pretends to be able to estimate
the exact cost of the measures
which are receiving Congression-.
al authorization, but it wil
amount to at least four billion
dollars during the next two fiscal
years.

These sums are primarily al-
located to expansion o6f the na-
val and air forces, for these in-
volve types of equipment re-
quired to be on hand before war
breaks out, while the equipping
oi a gigantic army requires
merely the existing economic
capacity of the nation’s factorles
plus the re-tooling and re-training
of personnel which will be pro-
vided by army “sducational or-
ders” and manufacture of muni-
tions for England and France.

Eventual Arms Costs
Tens of billions will be spent

begin on the immediate eve of
,war. Every million dollars now
t voted for “edueational orders” is
mainly used by the contracting]
companies for preparing for mass
production of war materials, For
every million thus expended now,
a billon will have to be expended
later on the actual war materials,
The Adwministration is thus pav-
ing the way for the most gigantic
and expensive war that mankind

on the army, but these costs will]

LEFT
—JABS

Believe It Or Not

The credential below, which we
clipped from “Justice,” was handed
‘to an International Ladies Gar-
ment Workers Union organizer
when he asked for a permit to
give out leaflets in Waltham,
Mass. Other town authorities have
their minds made up and changed
in the same way, as Beal, but fow
are frank or dumb enough to say so.

“To whom it may concern:

“Mr. James R. Gallagher, at
11:10 A.M. on Thursday, Febru-
ary 23, 1939, has made applica-
tion for a permit to pass out
hand bills at what I shall call
the Mill Gate on Moody Street.

“His objéct is to unionize the

Boston Maid Company, 1 de-
clineg to igsue the permit for
the best interests of the City of
Waltham. I have suggested to
Mr. Gallagher that he might
confer with the Secretary of the
Chamber of Commerce and
thereby possibly have me change
my mind,

Very truly yours,

(signed) Henry F. Beal

City Engineer and Director”
* [ L ]

The LaGuardias of Prague

The govemment officials, the
anti-fascist La Guardias, and New-
bold Morrises of Prague, called on
the people to submit quietly tc
Hitler, to make no demonstration
against him and to lay down their
arms,

The Cops

The Prague 1a Guardias sent
their cops (with tears streaming
down their faces) to help Hitler’s
Storm Troopers arrest anti-fascists
and Jews.

B % Ed

3

| The Czech Civil Liberties Union

The C.L.U. of Pr — there
must be one—no doubt demanded
free speech for Hitler and the
safeguarding of all his democratic
rights,

’ 1 & »

Genéral Syrovy

The one-eyed demaocratic peo-
ples leader of Czechia showed thst
he was true to type and welcomed
Hitler with a hearty handshake.

L] '
A Haven!

Universal News Reel shows
what they announce &s “Jowish
people driven from Europe find a
haven of refuge.” ang then shows
them landmg m~9hanghai!

Did Bmder Send Greéhﬁgs?
News Itemn: "Lieut. Jose Miaja,
son of the Council head, who was
released March 10, by the Nation-
alists, arrived in Madrid in time
to celebrate his saints day with

has ever seen,

his f&(l;ev."

That the Negrin cabinet had no
intention of prolonging the war
against Franco, and that the Com-
_munist party of Spain ordered its
members not to oppose the Miaja-
Casado Junta which ousted Ne-
grin — charges made in previous
issues of the Appeal—are corrob-
orated by Louis Fischer, the well-
known “‘unofficial” Stalinist jour-
nalist, in a cable to The Nation,
March 18.

On Negrin’s policy, Fischer says:

“When Barcelona fell, the Loy-
alists realized that the war was
lost and would soon ehd. On Feb-
ruary 1 Negrin enunciated to the
Cortes three conditions for the
cessation of hostilities—national
independence, a regime with pop-
ular support, and the promise of
no reprisals; but within a week
the British and French govern-
ments were informed that the re-
public was ready to reduce these
to one—clemency,

STALIN AWAITS
HITLER'S REPLY

(Continued from Page 1)
only real ally of the Soviets, the
international working class,

Fate of the USS.R.

Crawling from one capitalist
camp to another, alternately whin-
ing angd beating his breast in vain
braggadochio, Stalin is ready to
bank the fate of the Soviet Union
on capitalist promises-— either
from London-Paris or Berlin-

worth the paper they are written
upon, The fate of Czecho-Slova-

this—and that goes both for Hit-
ler and for Chamberlain-Daladier.

But the fate of the Soviet Union
will not rest with those who have

the great October revolution, any
more than it will be permitted to
rest with the imperialist bandits
of whatever stripe. This question,
like all the questions raised in
the coming war, will be settled
by the workers of the world un-
der the banner of the Fourth In-

Rome, which obviously are not |

kia, surely, is sufficient proof of |

taken the roles of gravediggers of ||

SPAIN CP'ers TOLD "NOT T0 MOVE
AGAINST CASADO,” ADMITS FISCHER

“Negrin and Del Vayo ﬂew to
central Spain after the ooug,pse of
Catalon!a not to prolong the war
but to organize resistance with
m sole purpose .of .extorting the

¢t possible terms lmp Franco.”

While these eventa were tak\ng
pPlace, the Stalinist press olitatd
Spain was deluding s reh&ers
with stories that Negrin was de-
termined to fight to 2
that Azana was in f hgréeiﬁént
with him. In the midst of Negrin's
appeals to the British and ¥French
governments for mediat&on. the
Daily Worker here, was asiuring
its trusting Commﬁniﬁt ;mrty
members that nothing of the sort
was taking place!

Otders Not to Res!st

Before they left Spain,” says
Fischer, “Communist leaders
gave orders not to oppose Ca-
sado with arms. I know definite-
ly that the pilots
were told by their éhief not to
move against Casido.”

This confirms our. contention
that the Stalinist Jeaders;. already-
in agreement with Negrin-for a
speedy peace, were -ready to sub-
ordinate themselvesto the Casado-.
Miaja Junta,

The leaders having thereupon
fled, the ranks of the Communist
party took things in their own
hands and fought back when they
were attacked. Safe outside Spain
the leaders refuséd to accept any
Tesponsibility for the heroic resist-
ance,

Workers' Informstion Please!
Your Questions Answered by
Our Board of Experts
Shachtman-Morrow-Burnham
Master of Ceremonies—Garrett
at the
‘QUESTION MARK’ DANCE
Saturday Nite, March 25
916 9th Avenue
Hot Music! Admission 30¢
FLASH!

Prize for any question you
submit that our Experts fail
to answer. BUT you muyst be
present at the Dance to’ re-

ceive your prize. Submit your
question in advance.

ternatisnal.
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FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST
WORKERS PARTY FOR:
I. A job and a decent wage for every worker.
2. Open the idle factories — operate them under
workers' control.

3. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works
. and housing program_ ‘
4. Thirty-thirty! $30-weekly minimum wage — 30-

hour weekly maximum for all workers on all jobs.

5. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability pen-
sion.

6.
7.
8.

Expropriate the Sixty Families.

All war funds to the unemployed.

A people's referendum on any and all wars.

9. No secret diplomacy.

10. An independent Labor party.

11, Workers Defense Guards against Vigilante and
Fascist attacks.

Defend the Soviet Union!

.

Stalin is trying to balance himself on the razor edge
of imperialist rivalries in Europe.

He thinks he is going to save the Soviet Union in
its hour of mortal peril by playing off Hitler-Mussolini
against Chamberlain-Daladier.

That road, followed without basing the main de-
fense of the Soviet Union on the bulwark of a revo-
Iutionary policy designed to arouse the working class
of the entire world against its own masters, is the
road to disaster.

The revolutionaty might of the internatiopal work-
ing class is the only power in the world that can save
the Soviet Union.

It will do so not by allying itself with the Cham-
berlains, Daladiers, Roosevelts, Hitlers and Mussolinis,
but by overthrowing them all and replacing their
governments with the power of the working class.

The Soviet Union is in mortal peril. Despite the
ravages of the decadent Stalinist bureaucracy, the
socialized means of production created as a result of
the October revolution remain the most precious pos-
session of the international working class.

The - Fourth International is the only force in the
entire world that calls upon the workess to organize
‘the revolutionary defense of the U.S.S.R. )

The Fourth International is the only force in the
entire world that calls upon the workers to break the
shackles that bind them to their war-making masters
and when war comes, to transform that imperialist
war into a revolutionary war for the emancipation of

all mankind from capitalist thraldom.

An end to all the cowardly policies that would
engulf the workers in the “democratic” and fascist
war machines!

Forward towafd the workers’ revolution and a
workers’ peace!

There is no other way to save the Soviet Union.

"Defense” Means Slavery

While Congress argues with President Roosevelt
over the precise mathematical point to which relief
appropriations can be slashed without becoming con-
verted into relief demonstrations, it swells the golden
stream of money pouring into the war machine to
flood proportions. '

No mechanical or chemical contrivance ingeniously
designed to wipe out the greatest number of victims
in the most horrible manner is too expensive for the
gentlemen who sit in the halls of Congress.

It will doom the women, children, and workers
of a whole city?—destroy at one blow the heritage
of 3,000 years civilization? Good. We will appro-
priate money for it.

What irony in this sordid scheming for war, these
back stage agreements over future profits! The poor
worker who must endure a relief cut for the sake of
“economy” and starve until his backbone meets his
belt budkle is exactly the same person who will die
in all the splendor of a modern bomb paid for with
money from his relief allowance.

Yes, the Congressmen are as ingenious in their
way as the dealers in machine guns and poison gas.
K's a neat plan, taking the money away from the
unemployed in order to make a bright shiny butcher’s
tool with which to kill him.

But the unemployed are not the only victims of
Congress. _

Listen to these pretty details of what the honorable
gentlemen in Washington are arranging for those
who come under the classification of workers:

1. The Barkeley amendment to the Air Corps Ex-
pansion bill has been rejected by Congress. The
Barkeley amendment would have denied any govern-
ment contracts to munition makers convicted of in-
timidating workers from joining unions or refusing
to bargain collectively.

Why did Congress reject this amendment? Can it
be because the makers of machine guns, for example,

want to try them out on their workers without fear
of losing a juicy government contract?

2. The Wilsh-Healey Act has been amended. The
Act originally provided that munitions makers and
other government contractors should pay the prevail-
ing rate of wages and work their men a maximum
of 40 hours a week.

But Congress amended the Act, striking out just
these provisions and no others. Congress has become
so economy-minded that it is guarantecing all the
manufacturers who get fat government contracts that
they shall also get the privilege of driving their work-
ers for any number of hours and at any rate of pay.

Naturally this is all done in the name of National
Defense. For the workers, National Defense means
slavery, sweat, terror, death. For the employers it
means enormous profits. luxurious living, government
aid in wielding the steel-tipped whip on the backs of
their workers.

But these Congressional enactments are just pleas-
ant little teasers compared to what is in store for the
workers when the guns of war begin crashing on
the battle front.

When that time comes the Industrial Mobilization
Plan, already carefully outlined by Army officials, will
clamp an iron muzzle upon the entire labor move-
ment. All limitations of whatever nature upon hours
of work, wages, collective bargaining will be wiped
out at one stroke.

A military dictatorship will rule the labor movement
in a fashibn that will make Hitler and Mussolini look
like peanut snatchers. Any union leader who calls
strikes for higher wages or union recognition, auto-
matically becomes a traitor and is liable to arrest under |
the charge of treason.

The war guns are rolling and Congress is doing its
bit to prepare the unemployed and the workers for
the slaughter. ’

The Supreme Court's decision declaring sit-down
strikes illegal and denying participants protection of
the Wagner labor relations act, was expected to mark
the disppearance of that technique in labor disputes.
They mean, hope.

“We Don't Have Spies”

Asked by the Senate what it knew about Japanese
fortifications on islands adjacent to Guam, the State
Department replied that it had “no knowledge.”

The smug hypocrisy of this irked the well-informed
Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen, the Washington
‘writers of the syndicated column, “Merry-Go-Round.”
In tht N. Y. Daily Mirror, March 17, they call the
State Department’s denial “an all-time record” of -
diplomatic equivocation.

In the files of the State Department, they write, is a
copy of a report by an American spy, describing the
Japanese fortifications on these mandated islands. It
was secured by the U. S. Navy, which sent two officers
to get it in 1932. They spent months learning the
Malay language, stained their bodies brown, and
shipped as Kanaka seamen. One of them never came
back, probably shot by the Japanese. The other wrote
the report which the State Department has.

Spies are an integral instrument in the mechanics of
imperialist war preparations. They all use them. The
spy scares engineered by the Roosevelt administration
are also part of the war preparations. The usefulness
of these spy scares, however, depends on duping the
American people into believing that only the wicked
nations use spies. Pearson and Allen’s revelation—-

-which of course is not denied by the State Department

—serves to bring home the poist that the American
government is as guilty of this method of preparing
for war as is any other imperialist regime.

Asked whether he would bear arms against Soviet
Communists, in the event of a war between the United
States and Soviet Russia, Carl Winter, Minnesoia
Communist Party state secretary, declared: “My
answer would be yes.” Winter quoted Earl Browder
and the tenth party convention platform as authority.
Every time these scissorbills open their mouths, we
think that the final depth of Stalinism has been
plumbed, but additional utterances on their part prove
only that the depths have not yet been reached.

His Anti-Fascism Is Suspect

Before the Commonwealth Clab of San Francisco,
New York’s Mayor LaGuardia spoke his indignation
over the Nazi barbarities—and over German competi-
tion with American business in Latin America.

Americans, said LaGuardia, must fight the menace
of German fascism, even to the point of waging war.
They must stop at nothing to oppose the fascist inva-
sion into American life, and profits.

But it would appear that His Honor is somewhat
limited in his opposition to fascism. For as we recall,
the very man who so boldly affirmed his readiness to
yield every last workers’ life to safeguard Wall Street’s
profits, was a wee less “indignant” when the Nazis
brazenly met in Madison Square Garden under his
protection. At that time, His Honor used every means
at his disposal not to prevent the fascists from meet-
ing, but to guarantee the fascists the “rights of democ-
racy’” by very undemocratically denying New York’s
anti-fascist workers the right to picket. Some 1,700
police were called out, we remember, to club the
demonstrators. And we further remember that his
handling of the anti-fascists won for the Mayor the
plaudits of the Nazi spokesmen.

His Honor’s game-is transpasently clear. We want
no part of his “anti-fascism.” That is to say, we want
no part of any boss war, fought with our lives, to
enrich the idlers; nor any part of the sugar-coated
fakery under which boss politicians push their war
plans.

Fascism must be fought by every means. But it is
we who will do the fighting, and with our own instru-
ments. Against the fascists we will hurl, not the
phoney speeches of politicians, but the organized
might of Workers Defense Guards.

‘Digest,

Information

side world gives ample indication
of the unrest that bhas now
spread, and continues to spread,
through Formosa and Kores.

The relative mildness with
which Japan has pursued hostili-
ties against Fukien Province, in
China, just across the channel
from Formosa, tends to lend con-
firmation to the reports. With
the exception of the capture of
Amoy in May, 1938, a strategic
necessity, Fukien has been vir-
tually free from attack. There
may be other reasons for this,
but it is safe to say that one im-
portant deterrent has been Ja-
pan’s well-founded fear that the
ruthless spoliation of Fukien
would have repercussions in her
Formosan colony.

Cultural, racial and economic|
ties between the Formosans and
this particular area of the Chi-
nese mainland . are extremely
close, despite efforts since 1895
to Japanize the island. The bonds
of kinship between the peoples
living on either side of the
Straits of Formosa are far deep-
er than the love of the Formo-
sans for the Japanese imperial-
ists who have oppressed them
and drained their country of its
wealth.

FIGHT FOR FREEDOM

In Korea, evidences of ferment
and of an attitude of watchful
waiting are even more evident
than they are in Formosa. This
ic readily understandable. Ruth-
less as the Japanese have been
in Formosa, they have been even
more vicious in their enslavement
of the Koreans and even more
brutal in their efforts to stamp
out Korean culture and customs.

For decades Japan has perse-
cuted Korean nationalists and
revolutionists wherever they re-

sided, not excluding foreign-con-
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trolled areas in China, but the
Korean movement has refused to
disappear. It continues with a
persistence born of undying ha-
tred for the Japanese rulers.

Recent Japanese propaganda
efforts have sought to conceal the
presence of this continuing move-
ment. Government-sponsored del-
egations returning from Korea
have brought back glowing re-
ports of the “patriotism” that
exists there. Japanese represen-
tatives report evidences of this
same ‘“patriotism” and ‘“devotion”
to the Japanese sovereign
amongst the Koreans living in
China.

BACK CHINESE STRUGGLE

But the rulers of Japan, them-
selves, give no credence to these
propagandea reports. Instead they
are resorting to friendly gestures
to mollify the angered feelings
of the Koreans, A Japanese re-
port quoted in the China Weekly
Review of January 21, spoke of
a movement for the complete
“assimflation” of Koreans with
Japanese so as to eradicate the
“slight barrier of racial preju-
dice” existing between them. Ko-
reans would henceforth be called
“compatriots” and be regarded
by the Japanese as their ‘“own
flesh and blood.” This delicate
concern, occurring just at this
time, for _people who hitherto
have been exploited with bestial
ferocity, is eloquent of Japan‘s
anxiety over conditions in Koreas.

Connections are still close be-
tween the Koreans living in Chi-
na and those living in the home-
lond. The actions and declara-
tios of the exiles are a reflection
of the feelings animating those
still living under the heel of Ja-
pan.

On October 10 last year, anni-
versary of China’s first revolu-
tion, a manifesto by a group of
Koreans in Hankow (then still
in Chinese possession) an-

Japan Tries to Conceal Unrest
InKoreaand FormosaColonies

Overlords Fear Repercussions In Other Colonies
As Korean Movement for Independence and Unity
With China Gains Adherents Despite Repressions

seeping through
the rigid censorship to the out-'

nounced the formation of a Ko-
rean Legion which pledged loy-
alty to the cause of China. .

Recently the Xorean People's
Party issued a defiant manifesto,
pledging full support to the Chi-
nese in the fight against their
common enemy. The manifesto
states in part (China Weekly Re-
view, Jan. 21, 1839):

DEFIANT MANIFESTO

“It has been 29 years now since
Korea was conquered by Japan,
During these 29 years, under the
principle of interior extension,
the 28,000,000 Koreans have been
forced to live like animals. The
sufferings and oppressions we
Koreans have been receiving are
beyond imagination. . .

“Since the beginning of the
present war, the Japanese mili-
tary has had a severe lesson.
Comrades of the Korean Peo-
ple’s Party have all risen to
avenge the grievances of these
29 years, and to fight for justice,
peace, and the mother country.
Only the lack of strength has
made large-scale rebellion impos-
sible. But anti-Japanese activities
have never ceased for a single
day.

“China .and Korea are histor-
ically related. Both nations have
been subjected to Japanese ag-
gression in the past scores of
years. . . . The Koreans believe
that when China wins in her war
of resistance, all the weak and
small nations will be benefited,
emancipated, and can return to
a state of freedom and equality.”

These are hardly the words of
“patriots” who are consumed
with a growing feeling of *“devo-
tion” to their imperial sover-
eign. They are a clear indication
that the KXoreans, ‘enslaved, de-
graded, hounded and persecuted
by their Japanese overlords, are
only awaiting an opportune mo-
ment to rise up against their vi-
cious masters.

By SOL BRODWIN

One of the shining Jnights of
liberalism is J. David Stern, pub-
lisher of the New York Post, the
Philadelphia Record, and smaller
papers.

All the necessary qualities are
allegedly his independence,
courage, principles. “I am not in
the business to make money,” he
has said, “but to get a kick out
of it.”

In an article in the Literary|
entitled “The Renais-
sance of the Editorial Page,”
Stern proclaimed his crusading
mission. “Who,” he says, “is to
take care of the big bank or the
utility company when it steps
over the line, if the publisher be:
not at hand? . ., . I have never
been approached with an offer
of money for editorial support,
nor has any banker to whom I
owed money ever attempted the
squeeze play.”

“PRACTICALLY" NON-
PROFIT MAKING

It is Stern’s claim that he is
running what is practically a
non-profit making institution de-
voted to the interests of the
people and high ideals, and not
for the interests of himself and
his backers. Hence he claims the
support of his readers—and sac-
rifices from his employees. Re-
fusing a raise in wages to the
New York Post employees in 1935,
he pleaded, besides the financial
condition of the paper, that, “No-
body who is a friend of the paper
ought to jeopardize it . . . I am
justified in being adamant be-
cause I am fighting to preserve an
institution which ought to be pre-
served.”

Stern’s attitude towards the
unions of his employees is the
best commentary on his liberal-
ism. He has fired employees for
union activity like any Tory em-
ployer. In Camden, New Jersey,
with Stern’s knowledge, a strong-
arm man was hired by the editor
of the Camden Courier to find
out who the unionists were and
“tc slap down anybody who got
snotty.” This whole story was
told in the New York Post Guild
shop paper of Sept., 1936.

The wage scales of the New
York Post have never equaled
those of the News, World-Tele-
gram or Sun.

FOR UNIONS—WHEN
THEY'RE NOT MILITANT

Stern’s cutest trick was to se-
cure a loan of 10 per cent from
the New York Post employees’
salaries in September, 1938, to be
repaid at 2 per cent interest (be-
low savings bank interest) when-
ever the paper would make mo-
ney. At first the Post Guild ob-
jected, but a frantic plea to
Roosevelt was relayed to John L.
Lewis, who put pressure on the
Guild to accept. The paper, hav-
ing lost even more circulation
and advertising, Stern a few
months ago tried to put through
another loan but failed.

Stern adopts a patronizing

for trade unionism”—but frowns
upon trouble making, militant
uniohism, and conslders that the
Guild units of his papers exist by
the grace of J. David Stern.
“How far do you think you can
presume on the good will of a
friend?” he once remarked at a
heated conference of the man-
agement and the Guild represen-
tatives. Elsewhere he said, “There
is a growing suspicion that the
Guild is now in the hands of
leaders who are more interested
in breeding friction and il will
than harmony.” ° .
In June, 1935, he asked the
New York Post Guild to conduct
a school of Journalism for copy-
boys and other employees who
want to learn newspaper work.
This, he said, should be the chief
aim of the Guild. He urged the
Guild “not to take the attitude
simply of e labor union—I found
you get as much as you give. It
would raise the d@ignity of the
Guild. It would be good window
dressing — something else than
the Guild slapping down a con-
tract without giving anything in
return. The effect on the public
is mot good. It makes your mo-
tive look definitely selfish . . .”
Stern married Julia Lit, whose
family owns the big Philadelphia
department store. Buying run-
down papers and making suc-
cesses of them, Stern made the
big time in 1929 with the pur-
chase of the Philadelphia Record.
Albert Greenfield, of the Bank-
ers Security Corporation of Phil-
adelphia, became the financial
guiding hand for all Stern’s ven-
tures, managing the purchase of
the Record and The Post and
securing the necessary finanecial
support. And these bachkers are
no pikers. They are millionaires
and near millionaires: Warner
Bros.; Louis J. Kolb, director of
General Baking Corp., and owner
of theatres in Philadelphia; Wil-
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manner to the Guild. He is “all
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liam Fox, movie magnate; Sam-
uel Fels, soap manufatturer;
George FEarle, former Philadel-
phia Governor; Joseph J. Guffey,
Pennsylvania Senator; Samuel
Untermeyer, Vincent Astor and
Bernard Gimbel.

BE NICE TO STOCK-

' HOLDERS

Stern has been anti-Wall Street,
pro-inflation and liberal spending
by the government-—and not
without good reason. Lundberg
in “America’s 60 Families” has
pointed out that Stern’s organi-
zation is backed by consumers’-
goods industrialists, motion pic-
ture companies and real estate
holders, heavily in debt to the
banks, and that the above policies

‘'are in line with their interests.

After the purchase of the
New York Post, Stern fired
Ernest Gruening, his editor,
who wanted to conduct a cam-
paign against the slum proper-
ties of Vinecent Astor, a stock-
holder in the Post.

Margiotti, former attorney
General of Pennsylvania, charged
that Stern sold support for legis-
lation for Sunday movies in Phil-
adelphia, to movie companies.
Stern denied this, but the pres-
ence of Louis J. Kolb, Philadel-
rhia theatre owner, Warner Bros.
and Albert Greenfield, financial
agent for both Stern and War-

ner Bros. among. his backers,
lends some credence to the
charge.

A LIBERAL WHEN IT
DOESN'T HURT

The blackest episode in Stern's
career is his capitulation to the
Catholic Church over the Span-
ish civil war. After an editorial
friendly to the Loyalists in the
Record the Catholic Church
called for a boycott of the Rec-
ord. Stern then crawled to Car-
dinal Daugherty, writing, “At
the time we did not know—as I
admitted we should have known
—that the Catholic 'Church was
involved in this uprising.” Then

came an editorial denonucing
Loyalist action against the
Church.

Circulation still unrestored,

Stern implored His Eminence for
“advice as to what I should or
should not do in this matter.,”
Finally the matter was ended
with a reprimand tp the peni-
tent Stern!

Stern has described himself as
a “practical liberal” which means
that like any bourgeois liberal
and especially one who is a
moderately large capitalist, he
is a liberal only when it does not
hurt.

Inevitably as a capitalist he
lines up in basic situations with
his class, He condemns sit-down
strikes, anti-Nazi demonstrations
and indulges in red-baiting and
patriotic flag waving just like
any reactionary.

Now that capitalism is putting
the screws on liberalism, liberals
of the Stern type will more and
more in the future conform to
its necessarily reactionary line.

THEIR ‘By James numh:m
GOVERNMENT

In the March 13th issue of the magazine, Time, there
is a long article on Hearst, It is an excellent pleee of
journalism, summarizing the career of Hearst and his
enterprises. It sketches the great expansive days that
reached their zenith in 1922. It shows how, during the
'20’s, Hearst kept up what had become the illusion of
expansion through huge borrowings; how even in
1930 he was able to sell $560,000,000 of preferred stock
to the public. :

But Hearst's gross extravagances, the top-heavy
financial structure, the complexity and internal' in-
stability of his empire, were sapping the foundations.
A definite crisis of the entire Hearst system came to
a head in 1937. Application to issue $35,600,000 in de-
bentures was filed before the S.E.C. Objections were
made to the issue, and it became clear that it would
not get approval.

Enters the New Regime

In this ecrisis, Hearst, like hundreds of other capi-
talists in hundreds of similar crises, was faced with
& choice between two alternatives only: to continue
along the old lines and in a few months to lose every-
thing—ownership, control, income, everything; or to
institute a drastic, savage reorganization which would
also mean giving up a good deal but which would have
a chance of saving something—some income, privi-
leges, rights—for the present and the future.

Hearst chose, not unnaturally, the lesser evil. On
June 27, 1937, he turned management of his affairs
over to a regent, Clarence John Shearn, a hardened
New York attorney closely associated with the Chase
Bank. :

The regent got ruthlessly to work. Unprofitable -
units of the empire were sold. Many luxuries, suck as
the grotesque Hearst art collection, were dumped.
Hundreds of individuals, from workers to-high execu-
tives, were fired. Wages and salaries, including
Hearst's own salary, were sharply cut. Rigorous fi-
nancial control was instituted. A drive (though this
is left delicately unnoticed by the Time articie)
against the wages and working conditions of employ-
ees was conducted by all necessary means—including
the thugs and gangsters used in the strikes at Mii-
waukee, Chicago and on the Pacific Coast. -

The fat, rich old days are gone. But the empire,
desperate, stripped and shaken, still stands; still,. at
any rate, today.

The Scale Drawing

The story of Hearst is interesting in itself. But what
struck me particularly, once again reading it, is_the
astonishing fullness of the analogy which it, gnd
the so frequent businers situations comparable to it,
bear to that more generalized “drasic, savage Teot-
ganization” of capitalist enterprise—to fascisni.‘_

What happens in faseism? Not Hearst, or any in-
dividual capitalist, but the capitalist class as a whole
comes face to face with Hearst's choice between two
alternatives only: to continue along the old lines &nd
in a few months to lose everything—ownership, con-
trol, income, everything; or to institute a drastic, sav-
age reorganization which would mean giving up a
good deal, but which would have a chance of ‘saving
something—some income, privileges, rights—for the
present and the future. -

Like Hearst, the class chooses the lesser evil. A
stewart, a “regent”—the fascist party and its fhhrer__
is brought.-in. He gets ruthlessly to work. .Many lux-
uries are stripped away; financial control-and codtdi-
nation is instituted; unprofitable units drepped or ab-
sorbed. Above all, the thugs and gangsters, now with
the legal sanction of state power, smash the organi-
zation of the masses, and drive down wages' and.
working conditions. I

But the analogy is even more illuminating, . For it
shows how and why the capitalists themselves have
to pay a hcavy cost for fascism. Their own ixicpme,
privileges, freedom are decreased. It shows why capi-
talists, most of them, “do not like” fascism——any more
than a business man “likes” those measures: neces-
sary to save his business from immediately threat-
ened bankruptcy. Observing the limitations which
capitalists in Italy and Germany have accepted, our
liberal nincompoops try to tell us that.the capitalists
there were “mistaken” as to their own interests twhen
they put fascism in governmental power, or even that
capitalism has disappeared in Germany and Italy. It
has no more disappeared, they were no more mistaken,
than in the case of the individual enterprise, like
Hearst’s, striving to keep alive through- frantie;. to-
talitarian reorganization. Fascism is the politics of
bourgeois desperation. The fat, old rich days are:gone.
But the empire, desperate, stripped and shaken, still
stands. '

The Analogy Strikes Home .

And for the United States? The great expansive
days reach their zenith in 1929 (Hearst’s 1922). The il-
lusion of expansion is then sustained through huge
borrowings. The gross extravagances, the top-heavy
financial structure, the complexity and the internal
instability of the empire, sap the foundatioms.  The
definitive crisis of the entire system comes to a head.
The United States approaches swiftly Hearst's 1937.

Labor Looks Through
The Press

By ARTHUR HOPKINS

Says a Minneapolis Tribune editorial: “The democ-
racy versus dictatorship theme is an entrancing one,
but there are occasional sour notes . . . the United
States, for example, pretending that Latin America is
a stronghold of democracy, when it has more blown-
in-the-bottle dictators, of the European variety, than
Mr. Hull could shake a stick at.” Why this got passed,
I dunno, unless it is the fact that it must be devilishly
tiresome to tell lies all the time. ‘

*® E3 *® .

An 83-year-old American woman accidentally meets
the King and Queen of Engand when they attend the
British industries fair. All spectators had been asked
to leave when royalty had arrived, but the American
was deemed too old to be removed. “When the Queen
saw me she held out her hand and I kissed it,” said
the aged woman. “She is so sweet and dainty.” “"Sweet
and dainty!” But she and the King and the other
royal parasites feed on the same fuod as Cimex lec-
tularius (the bedbug)—the blood of the working class.

* L3 *

Denver psychiatrists are now working en John
Bollinger, 35-year-old dishwasher, who lost his job
and immediately started walking backwards. Physi-
cians state that he has a rare disease, caused by a
maladjustment of the inner ear. It is indeed a wonder
that such a disease is rare in this world where every-
thing is run backwards and upside down—where every
day captive good attends captain ill. N

" L x N

Mrs. Dorothy Barber, 20, wife of a Kansas City
W.P.A. worker, is slowly eating herself to death while
physicians puzzled over her strange case which indi-
cates that there is some disturbance of the pancreas
causing a low blood sugar count and an abnormal flow
of digestive juices. How truly horrible—to have an
appetite on a W.P.A. income!
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