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ANTIWAR OFFICER’S HEARING: A hearing opened
June 11 in Lakenheath, England, to determine whether
the Air Force will court-martial Capt. Thomas S. Cul-

ver for his role in the presentation of GIs’ antiwar pe-
titions to the U.S. Embassy in London May 31. Civil

- liberties attorney Paul O’Dwyer, who flew from his vaca-

tion in Ireland to represent Culver, called the hearing
“‘a flagrant attempt by the military to violate rights guar-
anteed by law.”

CLEVELAND AFL-CIO ANTIWAR STAND: Two hun-
dred fifty delegates, representing 100,000 Cleveland-area
trade unionists in the Cleveland AFL-CIO Federation
of Labor, voted June 9 by an overwhelming margin
to “urge our elected public officials to proceed as ex-
peditiously as possible to carry out the decision to with-
draw” from Vietnam.

POT AND ECOLOGY: Large, uncultivated patches of
hemp grow in the Midwest on unused farmland. Hemp
seed is a preferred food of quail, pheasants and other
birds. But of more concern to the U.S. government are
the human harvesters who drive out from the city to gath-
er in free stashes of marijuana from nature. This is con-
sidered a crime by government authorities, not only be-
cause the harvesters get high, but they do not pay for
their dope, removing themselves from the market domi-

nated by organized crime. Therefore, the Justice Depart- "

ment has funded a program operated by the Agriculture
Department to spray Midwestern hemp fields with 2,4-D
chemical poison. This poison not only kills the hemp and
removes a favorite food of wild birds, but it also kills
other plants the birds need for nesting. These negative
effects on birds were established by a study in Nebraska,
but a Wisconsin county agent assured the New York
Times that ‘“‘the spray would have no effect on birds in
Wisconsin,”” according to the June 11 issue.

MAYDAY CONVICTIONS: The June 11 New York Times
reported that of the more than 12,000 persons arrested
by Washington, D. C., police in a massive dragnet during
antiwar protests in early May, only 63 have been con-
victed.

NATIONAL REVIEW POLL: William F. Buckley Jr.’s
reactionary National Review ran the results of a recent
poll taken at 12 major campuses ih 1969-70 and com-
pared them to results in a parallel poll taken in 1963.

The poll generally showed the effects of the deepening .

radicalization. Among the more interesting statistics are:
17 percent classified themselves as radical, compared to
7 percent in 1963; only 33 percent were satisfied with
the two-party system, compared to 58 percent in 1963;
25 percent favored ‘‘full socialization of all industries,”
compared to 8 percent in 1963; and 50 percent favored
“socialization of basic industries.” '

VIETNAM, VIETNAM! That’s the name of a $250,000
United States Information Agency prowar film that took
three years to make. The June 10 New York Times said
it was “‘reliably reported’’ that USIA head Frank J. Shake-
speare believed “‘the changing military and political situ-
ation in Vietnam, as well as domestic political considera-
tions, now raised doubts on the film’s value as convinc-
ing and constructive propaganda’” and that it is being
shelved.

HARD DECISION: Upset that a free-speech campaign
by Florida State University students succeeded in pre-
venting the state legislature from getting rid of Young
Socialist Alliance leader Jack Lieberman’s “How to Make
a Revolution” class in the Center for Participant Edu-
cation (CPE) on the Tallahassee campus this year, David
McClain, a state senator, urged as the session drew to
a close this month that the regents investigate the CPE.
Bearing the free speech campaign in mind, FSU Presi-
dent Stanley Marshall responded: ‘It is difficult to limit
Jack Lieberman’s freedom of speech without limiting the
freedom of others —a decision I find very hard to make.”

Correction

In last week's issue of The Militant (June 18), we
accidentally left off the credit line for our front
page photo of Houston Klansman Michael Lowe,
indicted for possession of materials to make a bomb.

“FIRING LINE”: When we read Robert Coles’ article
in the June 13 Sunday New York Times Magazine about
how poor, maligned - policemen must “be there on the
firing line, protecting the whole of American society,” we
thought of 17-year-old Jackie E. McMahan, a working-
class youth from South Knoxville, Tenn. When McMahan
and three of his friends were suddenly surprised by Knox-
ville cop Jerry Nokes this month while trying to start
McMahan’s stalled car in a darkened underpass, they
made the mistake of running. Ready to protect society
“on the firing line,” Nokes drew his revolver and shot
McMahan in the back of the head, killing him.

ALCATRAZ: On June 11, 35 federal marshals forced
an end to the 19-month occupation of Alcatraz by Na-
tive Americans when they removed the 15 members of
the occupying group in what the Associated Press called
a ‘‘surprise raid.”” The element of surprise was afforded
by a traditional practice of whites in their dealings with
Native Americans. U.S. Attorney James L. Browning
Jr. had promised no action would be taken while nego-

" tiations on the Native Americans’ claim to the island

were in progress. The land, which clearly belongs to
the Native Americans under the terms on an 1868 treaty,
was taken back by the government with the unlikely ex-
cuse that the occupation interfered with navigation in
the harbor. On June 14, the Native Americans began
occupying an abandoned missile site near Richmond,
Calif. ' ’

RACIST STATUE DECORATED: On June 14, a statue
of Theodore Roosevelt at the American Museum of Nat-
ural History in New York was decorated in red paint
with the slogan “‘Return’ Alcatraz.” The statue portrays
the ‘“Roughrider” astride his horse, flanked by an Af-
rican-American and an Indian, each on foot, clinging
to one of his ‘stirrups, and casting his eyes downward.
Six Native Americans have been arrested as the alleged
sign painters.

WHAT’S GOOD FOR GENERAL MOTORS . . . The June
10 New York Times reported that GM has recalled 19,000
trucks and 900 school buses with faulty flywheel and
clutch assemblies. The reason is that some 50 of the as-
semblies have flown 'apart during operation, sending bro-
ken parts sailing at high velocities through the vehicles’
cabs and injuring drivers.

SINYAVSKY FREE: The June 9 New York Post reported
that Andrei Sinyavsky (Abram Tertz), author of The Trial
Begins, has been released from the prison labor camp to
which he was sentenced for “anti-Soviet writing”’ five years
ago. Sinyavsky was released two years early from the
seven-year sentence imposed in 1966 after he couragous-
ly denounced the bureaucracy before the world from his
dock in the Stalinist court. In response to the charge
that he published abroad, Sinyavsky replied that had he
been able to publish in the Soviet Union, he would have
preferred to do so. In response to the charges that his
work was ‘“‘anti-Semitic’’ and against the Russian people,
he belittled the bureaucrats’ clumsy inability to critically
understand literature. In response to the charge that he
was against the revolution, he declared that he was de-
voted to the revolution — “For me, communism is ‘a shin-
ing goal” —and that his criticisms of the regime were a
result of that devotion. The poet, Yuli- Daniel (Nikolai
Arzhak), author of Moscow Calling, who was given a
five-year sentence at hard labor in the same trial, was
released last September. ‘

IRISH REPUBLICAN CLUB FORMED: At the meeting
which formed the Robert Emmet Irish Republican Club
in New York June 7, the group decided to picket BOAC
offices at 530 Fifth Avenue June 19 in support of Irish
political prisoners, demanding their release from British
jails. The group, which expressed its full support for the
official Republican movement, led by Tomas MacGiolla
and Cathal Goulding, was addressed by Sinn Fein Joint
General Secretary Sean O Cionnaith, who said the ‘‘aim
of the Republican movement” is ““the reconquest of Ire-
land, river by river, factory by factory, farm by farm
and city by city, until all the resources of the Irish nation
are again in the hands of the Irish people.”

Published weekly by The Militant Publishing Ass'n.,
14 Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014, Phone:
Editorial Office (212) 243-6392; Business Office (212)
929-3486. Second-class postage paid at New York,
N.Y. Subscription: domestic, $6 a year; foreign, $7.50.
By first-class mail: domestic and Canada, $22, all
other countries, $24. Air ‘printed matter: domestic
and Canada, $26; Latin America and Europe, $40;
Africa, Australia, Asia (including U.S.S.R.), $50. Write
for sealed air postage rates. Signed articles by con-
tributors do not necessarily represent The Militant's
views. These are expressed in editorials.

2

Credit goes to Space City! — LEE SMITH



NPAC plans for July 2-4 convention

By LARRY SEIGLE

CHICAGO — The upcoming antiwar
convention was the major item on the
agenda of the Steering Committee
meeting of the National Peace Action
Coalition held here on June 12.
NPAC, which was the initiator and
chief organizer of the April 24 anti-
war demonstrations, is holding a
national convention at Hunter College
in New York City on July 2-4.

The purpose of the convention is
to determine what programs and ac-
tivities NPAC should carry out during
the summer and fall and, in particu-
lar, to determine the character of the
next big round of antiwar demonstra-
tions. The discussion at the meeting
here demonstrated that NPAC is de-
termined to continue its campaign to
end the war through the strategy of
mobilizing masses of people in the
streets around the demand for imme-
diate withdrawal from Vietnam.

Jerry Gordon, one of NPAC's five
national coordinators, reported to the
Steering Committee the preliminary
thinking of the coordinators with re-
spect to the current stage of the anti-
‘'war movement and the nature of the
next mass action. Gordon pointed to
the continued deepening of antiwar
sentiment as reflected on April 24 and
in developments since then as evidence
of a "profound shift in mass conscious-
ness" on the question of the war. He
took note of the increase in antiwar
activity among GIs, including not just
-those in the Army but now also Navy
and Air Force men .and women.

In his report, Gordon stated that
such developments as the surfacing
of the Vietnam veterans antiwar move-

ment, and the intensified antiwar ac-
tivity in the labor movement (such as
a recent referendum by the Chicago
teachers union with results of three
to one for immediate withdrawal) are
indications of a vastly expanded po-
tential of the antiwar movement.

"Our job,” Gordon continued, "is to
seize upon this unprecedented oppor-
tunity, to give it leadership, and to
bring the American people out and
into the streets.
grown up and matured. People no
longer expect the war to end right
away, they know that it is a long
struggle. So we don't get frustrated
that April 24 didn't end the war."
Instead, he stated, NPAC is all the
more determined to continue on its
path until the war is brought to an
end. )

One of the reasons for the decline
of antiwar groups such as the New
Mobilization Committee and the Viet-
nam Moratorium Committee was their
refusal to call mass open conventions
at critical junctures in order to deter-
mine their future activities. NPAC is
determined not to make the same mis-
take. "This convention,” Gordon said,
"must be broad, open and massive.
We must make it a convention which
reflects the views of masses of Ameri-
cans. News of the convention must
be disseminated everywhere and
everyone invited to attend.”

While emphasizing that the future
course of NPAC is something which
can only be decided by the national
convention, and that the Steering
Committee was not empowered to
make any decisions for the summer
and fall activities, Gordon outlined in

Our movement has

general terms the proposal that the
coordinators of NPAC are preparing.

This proposal will be discussed not

only within NPAC but also with other
groups who have been involved in
the antiwar movement.

The proposal is for mass actions
to be held in every major regional
center across the country at the end
of October. The coordinators felt that
the antiwar movement is now strong
enough to repeat the success of April
24 not just in two cities but in a dozen
or more centers. The new forces being
drawn into activity and the political
authority of NPAC resulting from the
success of April 24 are a combination
powerful enough to produce many
demonstrations on the scale of April
24. The potential exists to mobilize
millions of people in nationwide dem-
onstrations against the war.

The regional demonstrations would
be preceded by a week of build-up ac-
tivities with programs and demonstra-

tions in every city and town, including
actions organized by and for particu-
lar sections of the antiwar movement.
The fact that Veterans Day (October
25) falls within the suggested week of
activity offers an opportunity for the
antiwar movement to focus on the
growing movement of antiwar Viet-
nam veterans. In the discussion on
the proposal, it was pointed out that
the last Saturday in October is an
ideal date because it is late enough
to allow a minimum of one month
of organizing after the campuses open
and yet early enough so that cold
weather will not interfere with the
planned actions.

An indication of the support for the
convention and the authority that its
decisions will have is the broad spon-
sorship of the convention that has
been obtained to date. Some of the
sponsors are: Rep. John Conyers
(D-Mich.); Prof. Noam Chomsky;

Continuved on page 21
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Brass steps up harassment of antiwar Gis

The following article was sent to The
Militant by Pvt. Ed Jurenas, an anti-
war and socialist GI stationed at Ft.
Greely, Alaska. Jurenas has been in-
formed by his company commander
that court-martial charges against him
have been referred to the Pentagon for
his role in publishing and circulating
a GI newspaper, the Arctic Arsenal
(see Militant, June 18, 1971).

FT. GREELY, Alaska, June 14 — The
idea that GIs are citizens with the same
rights as those afforded civilians is
a spectre that has begun to haunt the
brass at Ft. Greely. The mere thought
of Greely GIs continuing publication
of the Arctic Arsenal after intense ha-
rassment has even brought about the
personal involvement of General Hol-
lingsworth in the case.

In the past week, Hollingsworth has
expressed his desire to suppress the
movement that has developed at this
post. First, the denial of the right of
GIs to hold a discussion of the war
and other issues indicated a decision
on his part to do everything possible
to halt the spread of GIs demanding
equal rights. Second, Hollingsworth
made a personal, unscheduled visit to
Ft. Greely to confer with the local
brass, and perhaps, as he might say,
to "ginger up the boys."

On June 6, about 35 Black and
white GIs met at the post service club
to discuss what could be done to voice
our opinion on a number of problems.
It was decided to draw up a request
for meeting space to be sent to Col.
Powers. The space requested— a va-
cant parking lot— was, in the words
of the letter, to be "utilized for an
orderly, open-air discussion of several
general issues. Among these are the
war in Southeast Asia, the draft, the
constitutional and legal rights of GIs,
conditions of Army life, and the dis-
crimination encountered by Black and
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other minority groups within the
Armed Forces."

The request, signed by 56 GIs and
turned in on June 9, specifically in-
vited all personnel stationed at Ft.
Greely to attend the discussion. This
included enlisted personnel, officers
and the top brass. We even stated
that the parking lot would be cleaned
up after being used.

The brass was quick to respond.
The following day, in a letter of denial
read to everyone who had signed the
request, the discussion was labeled a
"demonstration,” a "clear danger to
loyalty, discipline and morale," and
"prejudicial to good order." Every GI
who had signed was required to ac-
knowledge the order forbidding a
"demonstration” in the presence of
official witnesses. In one company,
troops were ordered to stand at for-
mation for 30 minutes before the letter
was even read to them.

The wording of the denial, although
signed by Col Powers, left no doubt
as to its origins: To Gen. Hollings-
worth, the mere act of a single GI
thinking for himself is a "clear danger
to loyalty, discipline and morale."

An analysis of this refusal to permit
a discussion, as well as an explanation
of the concept of the "citizen soldier,"
is forthcoming in the next issue of
the Arsenal. In the past week, the
second issue has been put together and
taken to the printer. Reflecting the
deepening sentiment to push on with
publication of the Arsenal, greater
numbers of GIs have become involved
and the June issue has been expanded
from six to 10 pages.

Although the struggle for GI rights
has been the main issue up to now,
it appears that the existence of the
Arsenal has also struck at other de-
caying Army roots. Black GIs on post
are rapidly developing unity to reach
out for liberation from especially op-
pressive conditions that face them.

Even the sons and daughters of career
Army men are considering publication
of their own high school underground
newspaper. Before long, the brass and

lifers at Ft. Greely may be faced with
solidarity from all the troops—both

-in the barracks and at the dinner

table.

Members of Congress support Jurenas

The following letter was sent by Sen. George McGovern on June 8

to Secretarv of Defense Melvin Laird.

The case of Pvt. Ed Jurenas of Ft. Greely, Alaska, has been brought

to my attention. :

It appears that Pvt. Jurenas published an antiwar newsletter at Ft.
Greely last month. Simultaneously, the post commander issued orders

making such a publication illegal.

Now Pvt. Jurenas is reported to be under charges leading to a gen-
eral court-martial. It would seem that these charges are unwarranted
and that, in fact, the action of the post commander in banning the
publication was a violation of Pvt. Jurenas’ constitutional rights under

the First Amendment.

| urge you to take necessary action to ensure that this man’s rights
are duly protected and would appreciate learning of the action you

have taken.

The following letter was sent by Rep. Patsy T. Mink of Hawaii on June 8
to Major General Bernard Rogers, Chief of Legislative Liaison, Depart-

ment of the Army.

| am advised that the Army is prosecuting Pvt. Jurenas because he
violated the enclosed statement by Captain Kay abolishing the Con-
stitution of the United States at Ft. Greely, Alaska. '

Pvt. Jurenas published a newspaper, the Arctic Arsenal, which at-
tacked General Hollingsworth by quoting his statement that "there’s
nothing | love better than killin’ Cong.”’

As far as | know, it is unprecedented for the Army to punish a soldier
solely for exercising his constitutional rights of freedom of speech.

I request that the actions against Pvt. Jurenas be stopped and that
appropriate action be taken against officials at the Post who have vio-
lated our citizens’ constitutional liberties.



Nixon takes N.Y. Times to court

By DICK ROBERTS
JUNE 16— The New York Times'
publication of top-secret Pentagon doc-
uments June 13-15 on the origins of
the war in Vietnam has precipitated
a major crisis for the Nixon admin-
istration. This crisis will not be alle-
viated by Nixon's moves in federal
courts to block completion of the
Times series.

The installments of highly classified
government files that appeared in the
Times before Nixon gained a tempo-
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Nixon long ago made decision
not to reveal documents exposed
by N.Y. Times.

rary restraining order against the
Times June 15 deepens the widespread
distrust of the American people in the
government.

Nixon's attempt to halt this process
—by once again preventing the facts
from coming out—can only intensify
the distrust in his own administration.

But the printing of this Pentagon
report is not simply a matter of pub-
lishing "information that helps the
people of the United States to under-
stand the processes of their own gov-
ernment,” as the New York Times
editors state in the June 16 issue.

Involved is a struggle within the
U.S. ruling class over the adminis-
tration's Southeast Asia war policy.
The Times series is a frontal attack
on Nixon designed to pressure him
into abandoning the "Vietnamization"
policies he has pursued since taking
office.

The sectors of the ruling class repre-
sented by the Times fear that further
intensive military prosecution of the
war— inevitably accompanied by a
further widening of the "credibility
gap"— will have incalculable domestic
costs for the capitalist government.

Significantly enough, the Wall Street
Journal, which has tended to support
Nixon's war policies, abandoned him
on the question of the Pentagon doc-
uments. The financial newspaper de-
clared editorially June 16:

"The very attitude that the retaliative
reaction of the attorney general and
the Pentagon reflect— the idea that the
truths involved in momentous govern-
ment decisions should be 'stage man-
aged' for the benefit of public opinion
—has done a great deal of harm to
our national interests.

"This attitude, so prevalent in Wash-
ington in the mid-1960s, gave rise to
the widespread impression that Ameri-
can leaders were not to be trusted.
That opinion has weakened the coun-
try's world influence and helped cause
serious divisions at home."

Government censorship
This attempt by the federal govern-
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ment in Washington to impose direct
censorship on a major capitalist news-
paper underlines the depth of the di-
visions in the U. S. ruling class itself.

The documents that were revealed
by the New York Times in the three
days of publication prior to the im-
position of Nixon's restraining order
are of an unprecedented character in
the history of U.S. imperialism. Such
papers are sometimes revealed years
after the incidents in question and after
they have been prepared for public
consumption by government censors
and apologetic historians.

But this study was prepared spe-
cifically for the highest layers of gov-
ernment only. It was written by a
top security intelligence team and only
10 to 15 copies are believed to have
been prepared. The study is said to
be some 40 volumes and 2.5 million
words in length.

The result is documentation that
slices through virtually every myth
propagated by five administrations—
Truman through Nixon—to justify
U.S. policy in Indochina. It shows
that every major escalation of the war
was deliberately prepared months in
advance and that all top U. S. officials
lied repeatedly to the public about
their plans and actions.

The tenor of these revelations is cap-
tured in the following few paragraphs
from the Times' seven-page-long first
installment, June 13:

"The [Pentagon] study conveys the
impression that the war was thus con-
sidered less important for what it
meant to the South Vietnamese people
than for what it meant to the position
of the United States in the world.

"Mr. [John T.] McNaughton [assis-
tant secretary of defense] would later
capsulize this perception in a memo-
randum to Mr. McNamara seeking
to apportion American aims in South
Vietnam:

"'"70 percent— To avoid a humiliat-
ing U.S. defeat (to our reputation as
a guarantor).

"'20 percent— To keep SVN [South
Vietnam|] (and then adjacent territory)
from Chinese hands.

"'10 percent— To permit the people
of the SVN to enjoy a better, freer
way of life.'"

1964 elections

Particular emphasis in the docu-
ments that the New York Times has
so far revealed is put on the fact that
the critical events of 1964 and 1965
leading to the U.S. air attack on
North Vietnam, including the August
1964 Gulf of Tonkin incident and the
congressional resolution which fol-
lowed it, were part of a "scenario"
prepared in White House strategy
meetings.

Lyndon Johnson, of course, knew
about this plan during the 1964 pres-
idential election in which he promised
"peace in Vietnam." One month before
the November election, Johnson gave
the go-ahead to the carefully planned
blueprint for the bombing of North
Vietnam.

Nixon's suit against the New York
Times serves to emphasize the signifi-
cance and authenticity of the docu-
ments. The White House filed the suit
against the publisher of the Times
and 21 reporters, editors and corpo-
rate officers.

It declares that the publication of
the articles has "seriously interfered
with the conduct of our foreign rela-
tions." The T¢¥mes "has prejudiced the
defense interests of the U. S."

Prosecution of the Times staff would
be based on violation of the Espio-
nage Act on the grounds of "unauthor-
ized possession of . . . information re-
lating to the national defense.”

No official, Republican or Demo-
crat, has yet challenged the accuracy

of the highly
series.

incriminating Times

Nixon worried

Nixon's agitation about the publi-
cation of the documents clearly be-
trays the duplicity of his own admin-
istration's war plans. For if the pres-
ident had actually been telling the
truth about "Vietnamization"— a claim
that he often makes—then he would
presumably have nothing to fear from
a study of events which concludes in
mid-1968, before Nixon came into
office.

But the president and his top ad-
visers had access to the secret Penta-
gon study since 1969, and they long
ago made the decision not to make
its contents known. More is involved
than a question of individual roles
of leading politicians.

The facts in this study clearly show
that U.S. policy in Southeast Asia
flows from the global aims of U.S.
imperialism and has nothing to do
with the needs of the peoples of In-
dochina.

The complete subservience of the
regimes in Saigon to the government
in Washington is brought out over
and over again. At one point, the
New York Times account states that
"by [September 1964] the Saigon re-
gime was being regarded less and
less as a government capable of de
feating the Vietcong insurgency than
'in terms of its suitability as a base
for wider [U. S.] action.'"

A memorandum from the Joint
Chiefs of Staff explicitly orders the
U.S. ambassadors to South Vietnam
and Thailand to keep those govern-

Laird, who also has copy, said
others “‘will not be hard to track
down.”’

ments in the dark about aspects of
U. S. military operations: "Recogniz-
ing that security of this plan is of
critical importance, they [the JCS] con-
sider that external agencies, such as
the VNAF [South Vietnamese Armed
Forces], should be apprised only of
those parts of the plan necessary to
insure proper and effective coordina-
tion. The same limited revelation of
plans should govern discussions with
the Thais in securing authority for

unlimited use of Thai bases."

The study emphasizes the consistent
control of Washington's statements to
the U.S. press and public aimed at
disguising its military goals. "Careful
public statements of USG [United
States Government], combined with
fact of continuing air actions, are ex-
pected to make it clear that military
action will continue while aggression
continues. . . . But focus of public at-
tention will be kept as far as possible
on DRV [Democratic Republic of
(North) Vietnam] aggression; not on
joint GVN [Government of (South)
Vietnam| U.S. military operations,"
states a memorandum wrtten by the
U.S. Ambassador to South Vietnam,
Maxwell Taylor, in early 1965.

Questions for Nixon

The problems that these documents
present to . Nixon are. evident and
numerous: Has Nixon, for example,
departed from the main U. S, strategic
aims in Southeast Asia that were pur-
sued by previous administrations?
According to the Pentagon study cited
by the Times, these strategic aims were
developed during the Eisenhower ad-
ministration, while Nixon was vice
president.

One of the Nixon administration's
main objections to the Times series
was spelled out in a news conference
by Secretary of State William Rogers,
June 15. "It's going to cause a great
deal of difficulty 'with governments
outside of the United States, with for-
eign governments. . . . If govern-
ments can't deal with us in any de
gree of confidentiality, it's going to
be a very serious matter.”

But the most important question is
whether the Nixon administration is
still "administering" the truth the way
the past administrations did. Is Nixon
lying like the rest of them?

In light of the New York Times
revelations, the American people are
going to want this question answered,
and this is sending a chill through
White House corridors.

Nixon knows full well that once the
appetite of the American public has
been whetted for the truth about the
hated war, it will not be satisfied with
investigations that stop three years
ago. : ‘

The most influential newspaper of
the U.'S. ruling class has thus asserted
to Nixon in unmistakable terms that
his head could easily be placed on
the chopping block of public revela-
tions. :

This escalation of the conflict within
the U. S. ruling class can be of benefit
to opponents of the war in this coun-
try.

The inextricable contradictions of
the U. S. imperialist effort in Vietnam
have emerged on a new plane. This
one demands that every single piece

"of the record be exposed, every single

memorandum between the warmakers
and their agents must be put up for
public scrutiny, down to the most re-
cent one the Nixon administration has
written.

A paragraph in the June 16 New
York Times declares that "neither the -
United States Information Agency nor
the armed forces radio and television

-network reproduced or broadcast any

of the classified information contained
in the news articles. . . ."

It is the job of the antiwar movement
to get the facts revealed in the New
York Times out, not least of all to
the GIs themselves, who are forced
to do the imperialists' dirty work.
When the real meaning of these rec-
ords begins to be absorbed by masses
of Americans, it will deal a blow to
the warmakers in Washington far be-
yond anything that the editors of the
New York Times had in mind.



By PAUL McKNIGHT

HOUSTON — A Harris County grand
jury returned indictments against four
members of the Klan for bombings
and other terrorist activity in this city
June 11. The indictments followed
three weeks of hearings initiated in
response to pressure generated by the
Committee to Defend Democratic
Rights in Houston, which mobilized
broad support behind its demand for
official action to halt Klan terrorism,

The indicted Klan members are
Louis R. Beam Jr., 24; Peter Lout
Jr., 26; Jimmy Dale Hutto, 24; and
Paul William Moratto, 24. These in-
dictments follow the June 3 indictment
of Klansman Michael Lowe for pos-
session of a bomb. The grand jury
is still considering indictments against
six other persons.

Beam and Lout were jointly indict-
ed for destruction of private property
with a bomb and possession of a
bomb, both felonies, in connection
with the March 12 bombing of the
Socialist Workers Party campaign
headquarters. Bond was initially set
at $10,000 each, but later reduced to
$5,000 even though they did not sur-
render to the county sheriff until he
placed them on his "most wanted" list.

Beam and Hutto were jointly indict-
ed for the same felony charges in
connection with the Oct. 6, 1970,
bombing of Pacifica Radio Station
KPFT. Hutto is still in jail on fed-
eral charges of conspiracy to bomb
other Pacifica stations on the West
Coast, His federal bond remains at
$100,000.

Last week, gun-store owner Frank
Converse, grand dragon of the Texas
United Klans of America, revealed
that Hutto had been a paid police in-
former who infiltrated Students for a
Democratic Society in 1969.

Moratto was indicted on charges of
creating an emergency situation, also
a felony, for his placing of a fake
bomb in the studios of KPFT last

Jan. 16; Moratto was arrested May 4
for this act. His bond was set at $500.

Warren A. White, the assistant dis-
trict attorney, has presented 10 indict-
ments for action to the grand jury.
"No Bills" have not been returned on
the remaining six, meaning they may
still be acted on.

J. U. Parker, foreman of the grand
jury, which is scheduled to remain in
session until June 30 when a new jury
will be convened, said the other cases
are still open and "it is possible we
will hear more witnesses." White said
the grand jury may stay in session
past June 30 by declaring a special
session.

The opening of the grand jury in-
vestigation brought further national
publicity to the defense campaign, and
the returning of the indictments re-
ceived a two-column story in the June
12 New York Times. On June 3, an
article on Klan terrorism and the cam-
paign against it, written by Nicholas
C. Chriss, appeared in the Miami Her-
ald and was sent out on the Miami
Herald-Los Angeles Times Wire. A
big feature article on Houston in the
June 4 New York Times mentioned
the bombing of the SWP headquarters’
and devoted several paragraphs to
the "understaffed” Houston Police De-
partment's harassment of "agitators"
like Black activist Lee Otis Johnson,
who was imprisoned for 30 years on
a frame-up drug charge.

The June 12 New York Times ar-

-ticle referred to the growing campaign

in Houston against right-wing terror-
ism, saying, "The grand jury began
its investigation late last month after
clamor from a number of liberal or-
ganizations that the police were mak-
ing no attempt to arrest rightwing
terrorists.”

The June 12 Times article also re-
ported Converse's recent statement
that he intended to run for sheriff.
Before the indictments were returned,
Converse made an off-the-cuff remark

More Texas Klansmen mdlcted

Frank Converse, grand dragon f Texas United Klans of America, says
he plans to run for sheriff on plaform of “bedsheets and sawed-off

shotguns.”

to a reporter that he would seek the
sheriff's office on a platform of "bed-
sheets and sawed-off shotguns.”

The Committee to Defend Democrat-
ic Rights in Houston is continuing its
efforts to publicize the acts of. terror-

Nat’l abortion conference set for

By DEBBY WOODROOFE

NEW YORK — Two hundred and
twenty-five women, representing over
90 groups, met here June 12 and
voted overwhelmingly to issue a call
for a women's national conference on
abortion July 16-18 in New York
City. The objective of the conference
will be to launch a nationwide cam-
paign for the repeal of all abortion
laws, with no forced sterilization.

The July 16-18 weekend has spe-
cial historic significance as it is the
anniversary of the 1848 Seneca Falls
Convention where women of the last
cenftury met and mapped out strat-
egy for what became the victorious
women's suffrage movement.

The meeting was sponsored by the
Committee for a Women's National
Abortion Coalition (CWNAC). Al-
though most of the women attending
were from New York, there were car-
loads of women from 13 differ-
ent states, including Rhode Island,
Georgia and Michigan. The woman
who' traveled the farthest to the meet-
ing was Marijean Suelzle of Berkeley,
Calif. The cost of her plane fare to
New York, she reported, was shared
by the groups— NOW, Female Lib-
eration, Graduate Women's Caucus—
in which she participates.

Some of the groups sending repre-
sentatives to the meeting included
NOW, Planned Parenthood, Rich-
mond College Abortion Referral Cen-
ter, Women vs. Connecticut, Metropol-
itan Abortion Alliance, Communist
Party U.S. A.,, National Association
for the Repeal of Abortion Laws, So-
cialist Workers Party, Young Social-
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ist Alliance, Older Women's Libera-
tion, Black and Third World Wom-
en's Liberation Alliance of Boston,
Zero Population Growth, Radical
Feminists, International Socialists,
New Haven Lesbians, and the Roose-
velt-Wilson Democratic Club. The
scope of these groups is a clear in-
dication of the broad support the issue
of abortion law repeal is attracting.

The meeting was opened with a
moving statement by Dr. Barbara
Roberts, from Women vs. Connecticut,
about what had motivated her to be-
come an initiator of this campaign.
She described how, as a doctor, she
had witnessed the anguish of preg-
nant women unable to have abortions,
and seen the mutilated bodies of other
women who had been forced to turn
to butcher abortionists. '

Statements by other organizers of
this campaign pointed out that abor-
tion is an issue the rulers of this coun-
try are currently using to attack the
women's liberation movement, and
stressed the necessity for women to
respond in defense of our right to
control our own bodies and lives. Al-
so stressed were the many abortion
coalitions already existing in most
states, the number of suits challenging
the constitutionality of abortion laws,
and the necessity for some sort of
united national coordination.

By uniting our energies on a na-
tional as well as a statewide basis,
women said, we can draw to us the
large numbers of women whom the
polls show support the repeal of all
abortion laws, and win important vic-
tories for all women.

When a motion was made that the
best way victories can be won is to
build a broad conference and coali-
tion based on the repeal of all abor-
“tion laws with no forced sterilization,
a political debate on how best to wage
the campaign followed.

A number of women from the Gay
«Women's Liberation Front, Interna-
tional Socialists, New Haven Les-
bians, and the Women's Strike Co-
alition accused CWNAC of attempting
to "ax off" all the other demands of
the women's movement. Disagreeing
with a single-issue approach to or-
ganizing, they proposed that a slo-
gan against gay oppression— freedom
of sexual expression—be added as
a demand of the coalition.

Women disagreeing with such a pro-
posal pointed out that tacking a de-
mand relating to the gay liberation
movement onto a coalition whose ex-
plicit function is a victory around
abortion law repeal can only confuse
the masses of women who support
abortion law repeal, and cut across
the ability of the coalition to focus
all its energies on one task.

Ellen Frankford, of the Women's
Health and Abortion Project, said that
basing an action coalition around a

number of demands was like firing -

a shotgun without a target, when what
was needed was to concentrate one's
full blast and power on a specific
point and win.

When some women at the meeting
attempted to bait those who spoke
against adding demands relating to

gay oppression to the coalition as

being "anti-gay", it was pointed out

ism and the indictments until convic-
tions are obtained. Urgently needed
contributions to help the committee's
work can be sent to Committee to De-
fend Democratic Rights in Houston,
4334 Leeland, Houston, Texas77023.

mid-July

that non-support of freedom of sex-
ual expression as a goal of the co-
alition in no way implied non-sup-
port to it as an important goal. At
this point, the necessity of basing the
coalition on the principle of nonex-
clusion was discussed.

When women at the meeting finally
voted down the proposal to add an
additional demand, the orginators of
that proposal led a walk-out. They
returned later to place another mo-
tion on the floor that all literature
put out by the coalition deal with
the question of freedom of sexual ex-
pression. This too was voted down.

A second debate at the meeting cen-
tered around whether the demand of
the coalition should be repeal of all
abortion laws, or free abortions. This
debate was initiated by women from
International Socialists, who claimed
repeal of abortion laws would simply
represent a "symbolic” victory and was
a demand that was a "real leap back-
ward" for the feminist movement.

In reply, women said there aremany
more women in the country at this
time who support abortion law repeal
than free abortions, and we don't want
to exclude them.

Other speakers, pointed out that al-
though they might support free abor-
tions as an ultimate goal, the imme-
diate step facing women today is the
repeal of all existing legislation re-
stricting a woman's right to control
her own body—a very concrete, not
symbolic, victory. Victories won in
the fight for repeal, women pointed
out, will create the confidence and con-

Continved on page 21
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In Our Opinion

Out now!

Writing in the June 11 New York Times, James Reston pointed to the
escalation of diplomatic double-talk being used by the Nixon admin-
istration: “Scarcely a day goes by without some official here in Wash-
ington assuring the American people that the U.S. is ‘withdrawing’
its troops from Vietnam, or without some official on the other side
demanding that we set a date for._‘withdrawal.’ But the more they
talk the more vague the meaning of ‘withdrawal’ becomes.

“One day officials here talk about withdrawing ‘all American troops’
from Vietnam and occasionally ‘from Indochina,’ which is not the same
thing. Another day they speak of withdrawing ‘all ground troops’ from
Vietnam, which could mean leaving the Air Force and the aircraft
carriers behind.”

The Nixon administration, which is seeking to disorient and diffuse
the powerful antiwar majority by pretending to end the war, is fool-
ing fewer and fewer people with its Orwellian newspeak about 'with-
drawal’ while American men continue to be drafted, sent to Vietnam,
and wounded or killed there. ,

The duty of the antiwar movement is to clearly and unequivocally
explain that when we talk about withdrawal we are speaking of the
immediate and unconditional withdrawal of all U.S. troops, materiel,
and military assistance, not next year—not by some ‘‘reasonable’
date in the future—but right now. And with absolutely no conditions
on the Vietnamese people. Only by clearly explaining what we mean
by immediate and unconditional withdrawal can we cut through Nixon's
lies and appeal to the antiwar majority.

Unfortunately, some sections of the antiwar movement have hedged
on the question of immediate withdrawal and are advocating instead
that the United States "‘set the date’’ for withdrawal sometime in the
future. This retreat contributes to the confusion surrounding the word
“withdrawal.” These forces recently rallied behind the Hatfield-
McGovern Amendment, which went down to defeat in the Senate on
June 16.

The Hatfield-McGovern Amendment was the response of the liberal
capitalist politicians to the demand of the antiwar movement for “Out
now!” Rather than providing a solution to the demand of the antiwar
movement for an immediate end to the war, it would have legalized
the continuation of the war at least until the end of 1971, thus sanc-
tioning the continued slaughter of Vietnamese, Laotians and Cam-
bodians and of Gls. Moreover, even the date of December 31, 1971,
which was stipulated in the amendment, was conditional on the Viet-
namese abiding by certain requirements to be set by Congress—the

government of the aggressor. This totally violates the right of the Viet-

namese to determine their own affairs.

The majority of the American people are not for "setting the date."”
They think the war is wrong and want it ended now. The broad sup-
port for the Hatfield-McGovern Amendment was in spite of—not be-
cause of—its rejection of immediate withdrawal. When the American
people have had the opportunity to vote for immediate withdrawal —
as in San Francisco, in Detroit and in Madison, Wis.,—they have done
so overwhelmingly. "Out now!” was also the clear demand of the
hundreds of thousands who demonstrated on April 24.

Both Nixon and his critics in Congress are talking about withdrawal
sometime in the future. Neither side is talking about immediate and
unconditional withdrawal. That demand has been raised consistently
and forcefully only in the streets by the antiwar movement.

It would be foolish for the antiwar movement to become a lobby
for the “set the date’’ liberals and give up its immediate withdrawal
position. Yet it is precisely this perspective that is being put forward
by the People's Coalition for Peace and Justice. In its call for a con-
ference in Milwaukee at the end of June, PCPJ calls for a " 'set the
date’' campaign for immediate withdrawal.”

The mass action-immediate withdrawal section of the antiwar move-
ment will be meeting at the convention of the National Peace Action
Coalition to be held in New York City over the July 4 weekend.

“"Set the date’’ is not a plan for ending the war but for continuing
it. It is the “Out now' demand—which NPAC has consistently sup-
ported—that provides a realistic program for mobilizing the American
people in an effective movement to end the war.

(O

Letters

Feedback

I am sending you $6 for a one-
year renewal to The Militant. When
I write this annual letter I try to
make some constructive criticism to
give you some "feedback.” But this
year, what can I say? It's a superb
paper, the best radical paper in
America!

The kinds of articles I liked best
were "The truth about the Mayday
Tribe" and Tony Thomas' criticisms
of Tony Monteiro. I guess I enjoy
a really good polemic, and yours
are excellent.

Your front page varies a great
deal. I prefer the three-quarter page
photos like the May 21 issue. The
May 28 issue was your weakest.

I'd like to see a few more movie
reviews. Did you review Patton?
Apart from the fact that it won an
Academy Award, I wondered what
you thought of it as an "antiwar"
movie.

Good luck and I wish you con-
tinued growth in the future.

B. B.
New Rochelle, N.Y.

Soviet aid to N. Vietnam

[The following letter is in reply to a
letter by Michael Smith printed in
the April 9, 1971, Militant. 1t is ad-
dressed to Michael Smith.]

“ Your letter in the April 9 issue of

The Militant, questioning "how much
is Russia helping North Vietnam,"
seems to be emerging as a pattern
of Soviet baiting.

Everyone knows, including your-
self, that the NLF and the DRV

. have already demonstrated the abil-
‘ity to militarily inflict massive ca-

sualties and mount constant military
offensive actions. They have frustrat-
ed the most powerful nation in the
world and in a sense have militarily
defeated it. That did not come

about only by their heroism, revo-
lutionary zeal and high morale.

Their remarkable military resist-
ance and offensive feats would not
have been possible without ARMS.
That is, SAMs, AK47 rifles, tanks,
artillery of all calibers, including the
modern 122mm and 152mm pieces,
ammunition of all sizes, military ve-
hicles, river boats, PT boats, food,
funds, etc.

The factories of North Vietnam
hardly produced these. Yes, they
came exclusively from the socialist
nations of the world and in the first
instance, the Soviet Union. Give the
devil his due!

But more important. The task for
us in the nerve center of world im-
perialism is never to forget that what
the Vietnamese need to drive the
American invader out is not more
Soviet aid but a more powerful and
united movement within our own

country that challenges and will help -

change American foreign policy.

We becloud the issue of socialism
when we equate the United States
and the Soviet Union. There are
two deadly diseases which have
penetrated the body politic of our
country. Racism and anticommu-
nism.

Let's face it. Whatever criticism
might be made of the Soviet Union,
the military aid the Soviet Union
and other socialist nations have
provided has been decisive to the
brilliant and heroic military resist-
ance of the NLF and DRV.

Sw.'.
Detroit, Mich.

Reply by Michael Smith— You ac-
cuse me of Soviet baiting. That is,

appealing to prejudice rather than to
facts and logic. I tried to make two

points in my letter criticizing the So-
viet Union's stance on Vietnam.

The Soviet Union, the second
most powerful industrial nation in
the world— a country that gives mil-
itary aid to capitalist governments
like those in Ceylon and West Paki-
stan, which are at this very moment
using it to crush revolutionary
movements — could give much more
than the pitiful dole they now pro-
vide.

Nonsense, you say. Soviet aid has
been "decisive." I maintain that
judgment to be nonsense! The car-
nage in Vietnam has gone virtually
unabated for three decades and not
once has the Soviet Union stood
firm to block an escalation.

It is you who becloud the issue of
socialism by equating it with the So-
viet Union. It is a society which has
replaced capitalism, a society in
transition, but not a socialist society -
of political freedom and economic
abundance and equality. A socialist
foreign policy would be genuinely
international, as was Russia's in the
early years of the revolution under
the leadership of Lenin and Trotsky.

Why is it that the Communist par-
ties around the world, which follow
Moscow's lead on most things—
particularly the slavish parties of
Western Europe whose trade-union
strength could call a paralyzing
strike in support of the Vietnamese
—have failed to mobilize antiwar
demonstrations like we have here?
Equally damning, why is it that
not one mass action in support of
the Vietnamese has occurred in-Rus-
sia? Is it not that the conservative
"don't rock the boat" bureaucrats are
afraid to allow the people a sense of
their own power? Remember Czecho-
slovakia? If only all the mili-
tary hardware that was poured in
(and still kept there) to squash a
movement developing toward social-
ist democracy were given the Viet-
namese revolutionaries.

We need a united, more powerful
antiwar movement here, absolutely.
Let us continue to work together, to-
build the July 2-4 antiwar confer-
ence of the National Peace Action
Coalition, to defend the Vietnamese
revolution by making the slogan
"Out Now!"— already on the lips
of a majority of Americans— a mag-
nificent reality . . . and a smashing
blow to Nixon and the stench he
represents.

Detroit, Mich.

Signalmen highly skilled

The Brotherhood of Railroad Signal-
men, a small union of only 13,000,
showed its economic power on May
17, and the ranks were disappointed
when their strike was called off.
These men deserve better than they
are getting.

The signalmen are probably the
most highly skilled of the various
crafts of rail workers. They install
and maintain the complex system of
signals that control the movement of
trains on the main lines. They also
maintain and repair the complicated
electronic gear that activates the
semiautomatic switching of the trains
that come into the main marshaling
yards.

Most of their work is that of elec-
tricians, but there is a lot of heavy
work involved too. In their griev-
ance setup they have tended to get
short shrift because of the small size
of their union. They are on 24-hour
call, and most of the problems they
encounter come when the weather is



worst, blizzards and the like.

For this they have been receiving
$3.78 per hour, with a four-hour
guarantee when they get called out
of bed in the middle of the night to
cope with a crisis situation. Like the
operating rail workers, they've been
without a contract for many months.

C.J. Chamberlain, president of the
Signalmen, called an apparently
"token" strike. Like other union of-
ficials, he seems to think the govern-
ment is an impartial arbiter standing
above workers and employers. So
leave it to Congress to come up with
a better contract.

I guess there are fewer than a half-
million railroad workers left today,
but we are all getting fed up with
this runaround Congress gives us.
Charlie Scheer
Minneapolis, Minn.

Chrysler to lay off 1,300

Unemployment must be bad every-
where, but it seems to be worse here
in Southern California. The old L. A.
Chrysler assembly plant is closing
July 9, putting 1,300 employees in
the street. Maybe some of the higher
ranking bosses can move to other
Chrysler plants in other parts of the
country, but the workers will be
stuck here.

It won't be easy for them to get
by on "Reagan's relief" after unem-
ployment benefits run out and sev-
erance pay is gone.

The United Auto Workers union
officials say they will meet with
Chrysler to get the company to
change its mind about closing the
plant. Small chance.

We have been told that the big
corporations in this country have
all the "know-how," that we can de-
pend upon them to keep things run-
ning. Now the UAW leader here,
Paul Schrade, says the unions have
been telling Chrysler all along to
build good small cars, but the know-
it-all corporation heads won't listen.
Instead they are crying about the
foreign imports from Germany and
Japan,.which account for 41 per-
cent of -all retail car sales in the
L. A. area. ;

These foreign imports are not
much good and contribute their
small share to our pollution prob-
lem, but the products of Chrysler,
Ford and GM are worse.

I hope. those laid-off workers will
decide one of these days to take over
the abandoned plants and put them
to some good use producing things
we need and can use and that will .
last— not something that contributes
to extinction of the human race,
Jane Wheeler
Los Angeles, Calif.

The letters column is an open forum
for all viewpoints on subjects of gen-
eral interest to our readers. Please
keep your letters brief. Where neces-
sary they will be abridged. Please in-
dicate if your name may be used or
if you prefer that your initials be used
instead.
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The Great Society

Live well, and longer too— If you’re
looking for a longer life, head for
the governorship. An insurance survey
disclosed that over the past 70 years
governors enjoyed a 10 percent lower
mortality rate than the general pop-

~ulation. The best jobs are in New

York, Pennsylvania and New Jersey.
Their governors have the lowest mor-
tality rate of any group in the coun-
try—21 percent below the general
population.

Credibility Gulch — Large-mouthed
Los Angeles Mayor Sam Yorty has
won a lower credibility rating than
any other mayor in California, ac-
cording to a recent TV survey. Only
3 percent of those polled found the
good mayor ‘‘completely open and
truthful.” Other mayors in the state
enjoy the confidence of a solid 10
percent of the people.

How gracious can you get? — Patricia
and Tricia Nixon surprised tourists
by making themsleves available to
autograph a new edition of the White
House Guidebook. The price just went
from $1.20 to $1.50.

A once mighty empire— Ten members
of Queen Elizabeth’s ceremonial drum
corps were charged with showing up

late for parade. The tardiness was in
protest against overwork and too
much practicing. One of the 10 was
also charged for refusing to have his
hair cut.

Santa Claws— George Shultz, director
of the U.S. Office of Management and
Budget, says we have to develop a
hard line with our world trading part-
ners. “We have to change the U.S.
image,”” says Shultz, “from that of
Santa Claus to that of the old hard-
bargaining Yankee trader.”

Room at the top— Former New York
Police Commissioner Howard Leary,
now a private snooper, says he’s just
learning that it’s the big crooks you
have to watch: *“. . . most people wor-
ry about the dishonest employee who
may steal a few thousand dollars. But
it is the top executive... who is
pocketing a much greater sum.’”” And
he’s only talking about the illegal
take.

Of bonds and Bibles— Portland pro-
ponents of “Our Way” have been
playing host to Soviet seamen who
dock there. One tour included a visit
to a stockbroker’s office where a bro-
ker explained the principle of stock
ownership as much the same as if all

the sailors owned their ship equally.
A local skid-row sky pilot organizes
bus tours for the sailors and puts
Russian-language Bibles on each seat.
He reports: “On the first trip, they
stole four, and on the second they
took one. That’s progress.’’ Right.

Stoic— A *‘survival” diet, consisting
mainly of cereal, white bread and
beans, is available from Los Angeles
County nutrition experts for those de-
sirous of getting by with a food bill
of $2.13 a day for a family of four.
Says county nutritionist Trandailer
Brewer: “It’s monotonous but better
than starving.” Particularly if it’s oth-
er people’s families.

This Is Your Afterlife—Moving away
from a previously sectarian posture,
the Vatican urged the hierarchy to
get more involved in use of the mass
media, including everything from TV
to comic books. '

Do you hear the man?— A federal
noise abatement official says that the
noises of the cities have been doubling
every 10 years and it is feared that
if the process continues ‘“‘people who
dwell in the noisiest sections will be
deaf in the year 2000.”

— HARRY RING

The Insurgent Majority

Why are 98 percent of domestic workers, 97 percent of
secretaries, and three out of four clerical workers in this
country women? The New York chapter of the National
Organization for Women has done a study which shows
that young women are channeled into these and other
“women’s jobs”” by the school system. Their horizons
are systematically limited, and their talents are not de
veloped. )

NOW has compiled a 50-page “Report on Sex Bias
in the Public Schools,” which it presented before the New
York Board of Education on April 20 (available for
$1 from Merit Bookstore, 706 Broadway, New York,
N.Y. 10003).

It documents the many forms of discrimination against
female students and institutionalized favoritism to male
students. For instance, gym classes are segregated, with
boys getting to use better equipment and encouraged to
learn more exacting activities. In music, girls are en-
couraged to learn to play certain musical instruments
considered to be more “ladylike.’”’ Girls are not allowed
in many cases to be hall monitors, to be part of stage
crews, or to be ““audio-visual aides” (students who run
film projectors).

The report notes that in New York City public schools
there are 77 major technical courses open to males and
36 to females., Most of the female courses are open to
males, but most of the male courses are not open to fe
males. For instance, females are required to take cook-
ing in junior high school, but are not allowed to attend
the Food and Maritime Trades High School, the only
school where they can study to be chefs.

Males are excluded from courses in Practical Nursing
and PreRegistered Nursing. In dentistry, there are two
courses of study: Dental Laboratory Processing for males
and Dental Office Assisting for females.

Of 17 sexually segregated vocational high schools, 12
are for males and only five for women.

Female students have been discriminated against by
the public school system for years, but what is different
now is that these young women are refusing to accept
this discrimination. The NOW report includes excerpts
from testimony given by female students fighting court
cases against discrimination they have faced.

Gigi Gordon, a ninth grader from Junior High School
217, tried to get into the Audio-Visual Aide Squad at
her school, which was only for boys. She testified: *The
teacher said it would be okay to get into it. We had to
fight for that, but we got into it. And the teacher said
that he would show us how to work the things. And he
showed us how to work them. And then' we never got
called to be on the squad. We never got called to set
up any such equipment. . . . We went to the teacher. We
asked him why we weren’t called. He said, ‘Well, there

are plenty of other boys who can do the job and they
have been on the squad longer than you.’”

Julie Nives, another ninth grader, told the court how
a group of students in her gym class had refused to take
off their gym suits, and marched in their suits down to
the assistant principal’s office to complain because all
they were supposed to do in gym was listen to records
and do exercizes that were “only to slim your waistline
and help you walk down the street.”

Marcy Silverman, an eleventh-grade student at Jamai-
ca High School, told how she had tried to be on the
Honor Guard, which is the group of students who moni-
tor the halls. “I asked my gym teacher if I could be on
the Honor Guard Squad. She said it was only open to
boys. I then went to the head of the Honor Guard, a Mr.
Baron, who said that he thought girls were much too
nasty to be Honor Guards.”

Silverman also testified about the unequal courses in
sex education given to male and female students: ‘* There’s
boys’ hygiene and girls’ hygiene and I know in some
of the boys’ hygiene classes they— I’m not quite sure
if it's specifically in the curriculum, but there has been
discussion of birth control in the boys’ hygiene classes,
and when we attempted to, you know, discuss it in our
girls’ classes, they told us we couldn’t do it, we
couldn’t talk about things like that, and girls have tried
to bring in booklets to distribute in the class . .. and

_ they told us to get it out of the school.”

Silverman and about 30 other women students request-
ed to be able to play soccer and run track like the boys
did, instead of doing folk dancing, but, she testified, ‘I
was told that the boys use the fields and, you know,
because of that we’re not allowed to use them. Because
they get priority. The teacher told me that.”

The New York High School Women’s Coalition has
initiated a  class-action court suit against all discrimina-
tion in public schools. Already one partial victory has
been won in the area of sports. Last September, Phyllis
Graber, a 16-year-old student at Jamaica High School,
filed a complaint with the City Commission on Human
Rights because she was not allowed to play on the boys’
tennis team, although she was qualified. She won, and
on March 26 of this year the State Board of Regents
voted to allow female students to compete with males
in some noncontact sports.

Two studies released April 27 by the American bishops
of the Roman Catholic Church have found that a ma-
jority of U.S. priests reject the Catholic Church’s teach-
ing against artificial birth control and believe that priests
should be free to marry.

— CAROLINE LUND
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By LARRY SEIGLE

"SOCIALISTS OPPOSE D.C. PRO-
TEST — The Socialist Party opposes
the April and May Vietnam protests
to be held in the nation's capital. Its
members and local organizations were
urged not to participate. . . ."

So read the front page of the April
20 New America, four-page biweek-
ly publication of the Socialist Party
in the United States.

Two recent articles by Michael Har-
rington, SP chairman, have attacked
April 24, placing the SP in the same
anti-mass-action camp as the Commu-
nist Party, the Progressive Labor Par-
ty, and the assorted selection of ultra-
left grouplets — all of whom have ar-
gued against continued mass action
against the war.

Harrington's first article appeared
in the same issue of New America as
the above quote. It is part of a run-
ning debate within the SP over the
antiwar movement.

The second article, entitled "The
Peace Movement is Using the Wrong
Strategy,” was featured in the May 30
New York Times Magazine. It is a
polemic against both the Mayday ac-
tions and the April 24 mass marches.

It is worth taking a look at the ar-
guments presented by Harrington, be-
cause in his naked and unabashed
support for the Democratic Party, he
makes crystal clear what some other
reformists, such as the Communist
Party, try to cover up with radical
verbiage. The fundamental source of
their opposition to actions like April
24 is the fear that mass antiwar ac-
tions in the streets will cut across the
continued subordination of the masses
of the American people to capitalist
parties and capitalist politicians.

Harrington and the SP

The SP is a weak organization, and
it is divided internally. Some mem-
bers, fed up with attempting to acti-
vate the party, have left. Others have
organized themselves into the "Debs
Caucus,” which criticizes Harrington
and other party leaders from the left.

On the other side, Harrington has
to deal with a majority so far to the
right that it passed a position of ac-
tive opposition to the recent antiwar
demonstrations. That was too much
even for Harrington, who, while not
in favor of supporting April 24, felt
that it would do no service to the SP
to come out openly in opposition to
the broad range of forces that had
endorsed the action. He was especially
concerned about not isolating the par-
ty from those Democratic Party poli-
ticians who felt it prudent to be iden-
tified with the growing antiwar move-
ment.

Harrington outlines the three main
currents within the antiwar movement.
First, the mass action perspective, of
which April 24 is the most recent
achievement. Second, the civil disobe-
dience current, represented by May-
day and the People's Coalition for

Peace and Justice. And third, the one
that Harrington favors, lobbying for
the Hatfield-McGovern Amendment,
which would set the date for U.S.
withdrawal. .

Although Harrington's debate with
April 24 is our main interest here, a
word must be said about his slander-
ous attacks on the Mayday demon-
strators. Echoing the congressional
witch-hunters, he condemns the Peo-
ple's Coalition for Peace and Justice
(of which Mayday is a component)
because they "invite Communist hawks
into a peace coalition." To Harring-
ton, entering a coalition with the Com-
munist Party constitutes a capital of-
fense.

'He goes on to contend that the May-
day demonstrations "only . . . create
sympathy for Richard Nixon." What-
ever one's attitude towards the May-
day actions —for our part, we think
they were politically ineffective and
resulted in demoralization and disori-
entation among the participants — it is
simply not true that Nixon, let alone
the war in Indochina, was any more
popular as a result of the protests.

Red-baiting

One of the objections to April 24
raised by Harrington is the role of
revolutionaries, especially the activists
of the Socialist Workers Party and
Young Socialist Alliance, in helping
to organize it.

In the New York Times article, Har-
rington makes a point of attacking
the red-baiters like Richard Ichord,
head of the House Internal Security
Committee, who has charge that April
24 was "dominated" by Trotskyists,
who concealed their true objectives
from the hundreds of thousands of
marchers on April 24, This departure
from the position held by many Social
Democrats of lining up with the most
reactionary witch-hunters is to Har-
rington's credit, although it is much
more a sign of the general weakening
of anticommunism than of any con-
version to the principle of nonexclu-
sionism by the chairman of the SP.
(He still has to appeal to the readers
of the Times for a renewed "freedom-
loving anti-Communism.") But in his
New America article, this "democratic
socialist” actually echoes Ichord's line
of thinking: "There are, in effect, two
marches taking place on April 24th:
the one which will be defined by the
overwhelming majority of the partici-
pants [and] the one intended by the
organizers of the effort." The majority
of the demonstrators, Harrington
prophesied, will be "democrats sincere-
ly concerned with peace, not secret
partisans of a Viet Cong victory. . . .
However, the initiators and chief or-
ganizers of the April 24th march, the
Socialist Workers Party and Young
Socialist Alliance, do not fit that cate-
gory at all...." He goes on to
"charge" that the SWP and YSA favor
a "victory over 'American Imperial-

ismi.'" That the SWP and YSA support
the Vietnamese revolution is about as
"secret” as Nixon's position in favor
of a victory for American imperial-
ism! Yet Harrington maintains that
"the SWP and YSA have concealed
their real political position." (Will
some generous reader please send this
man a subscription to The Militant,
which has week after week defended
the Vietnamese revolution. Perhaps
then he can no longer pretend to dis-
cover such "secrets.")

‘Mensheviks' and ‘Bolsheviks’

Harrington argues that the "Trot-
skyites . . . played a role in initiating
the march, but worked like Bolshe-
viks to make it as Menshevik as pos-
sible." The basis for this charge of
"Menshevism" is, according to Har-
rington, that the SWP and YSA are
"sworn opponents of the 'class collab-
orationists' in the Kennedy and Mc-
Carthy movements and bitter foes of
the notion that Democratic congress-
men can end the war —and yet they
helped assemble a gigantic audience
which demonstrated in favor of just
such an approach.”

This is about as selfcontradictory
as you can get! Harrington's whole
article is an attack on April 24 pre-
cisely because it went beyond the limits
of the Democratic Party, and provided
an alternative to relying on the Ken-
nedys and McCarthys to end the war.
In fact, it is precisely the fact that
April 24 was not "Menshevik" (con-
fined to liberal capitalist politics) that
has the real Mensheviks like Harring-
ton up in arms.

He spells it out: "I do not think that
mass marches are an effective instru-
ment for ending our Vietnamese in-
volvement. When they are nonviolent
and oriented toward political action,
as the April rally was, they can have
a certain positive effect, but neither
that, nor the solidarity and good feel-
ings which they evoke in the partici-
pants, justify the expenditure of time
and money, which could be much bet-
ter spent on political organization.”

"Political organization,”" of course,
to Harrington means restricting one's
activities to lobbying Congress for
things like the Hatfield-McGovern
Amendment and pushing doorbells for
Democratic Party "peace" candidates.
Here, Harrington openly expresses the
problem that all of the reformists see
with the perspective of continued mass
action. Rather than continuing to rely
on the "good" politicians, the antiwar
movement has, through periodic mass
actions in the streets, tried to mobil-
lize the independent power of the mass-
es of people to force the U.S. out of
Indochina, not by 1972, or by the
end.of 1971, or within a "reasonable"
time period, but right now.

The antiwar movement must be
broad enough to include those who
believe one should vote for liberal
peace candidates. Most people who
supported April 24th still maintain

illusions about the Democratic Party
and do not yet understand that as a
capitalist party it cannot possibly be
altered to represent the interests of the
majority of the American people. But
there is a contradiction between a strat-
egy of continuing to rely on capitalist
politicians and the strategy of main-
taining a movement built around
mass action independent of the cap-
italist parties.

It is their opposition to mass action
that unites the liberals and reformists
of all varieties, including the Socialist
Party and the Communist Party, in
their stance against the perspective of
more demonstrations like April 24.
Mass action, Harrington complains,
doesn't "accomplish the hard work of
political organization which is crucial
at this point. . . . What therefore
needs to be done is to organize po-
litically around the McGovern-Hatfield
demand for ending United States par-
ticipation in the war this year. That is
the kind of democratic militance that
the president of the United States can-
not ignore."

The folly of placing confidence in
politicians like Hatfield and McGovern
is clearly revealed by the fact that they
have recently watered down their bill
(in order to increase its chances for
passage) by making withdrawal con-
tingent on an "acceptable" response by
Hanoi on the question of releasing
prisoners. This only a month after
almost a million people marched in
the streets for immediate and uncon-
ditional withdrawal! Hatfield, Mec-
Govern, and the other capitalist poli-
ticians are not responsive to the wishes
of the majority of Americans. They
understand only one thing: the mass
pressure of the millions organized in-
dependently of capitalist politicians
like themselves. What Harrington tries
to cover up is the fact that it is only
as a result of the years of demonstra-
tions and rallies against the war, suc-
cessively drawing in more and more
sectors of society, that bills like the
Hatfield-McGovern proposal have
been introduced. And it is only
through continued mass actions in the
streets, not by diverting the antiwar
movement into a lobbying effort, that
Nixon will be finally forced out of In-
dochina, the way he was forced to get
U.S. troops out of Cambodia by the
massive upsurge in May 1970.

As the 1972 elections approach, the
Harringtons will be intensifying their
appeal to give up independent mass
actions for "effective" political action.
They want to scuttle the antiwar move-
ment because it represents an alterna-
tive course to the continued subordi-
nation of the American people to cap-
italist politics.

But the most effective thing that the
antiwar movement can do is to stay
in the streets, continue to reach out
to new sections of the population, and
mobilize them in action around the
demand for immediate and uncondi-
tional withdrawal.



Seattle Chicanos answer red-baiters

By SUSAN SHINN

SEATTLE—1It is often argued that
the antiwar movement should cease
to mobilize people arourid the central
demand of immediate withdrawal
from Southeast Asia, and that instead
it should adopt a general program
for changing society. Proponents of
this view often contend that the de-
mand of immediate withdrawal is not
"relevant” to Blacks, Chicanos, wom-
en or working people.

This argument is false. It is op-
pressed nationalities who suffer the
highest casualties in this war. It is
working people whose sons are on
the frontlines and whose real wages
fall because of war-induced inflation.
It is women whose needs go begging
while $30-billion a year is shoveled
into the destruction in Southeast Asia.
Withdrawal of U.S. forces from Viet-
nam would be a significant victory for
all these sectors of the population.

When we examine the argument that
the antiwar movement should adopt
a multi-issue program, the question
arises as to whose program would be
adopted. There are dozens of political
groups who have fundamental politi-
cal differences over questions like na-
tionalism, community control, and
self-determination. These groups can
hardly be expected to adopt someone
else's program. Most people who ad-
vocate a multi-issue program for the
antiwar movement know this. What
they are trying to do is impose their
own particular program on the anti-
war movement.

This can be clearly seen in a dis-
pute that occurred in Seattle over the
political character of the antiwar
movement. The dispute began last fall
when the Oct. 31 Peace Action Com-
mittee (which later became the Seattle
Peace Action Coalition) invited the
Brown Berets and MECHA (Movimi-
ento Estudiantil de Chicanos de Azt-
lan) to organize a Chicano contingent
to lead the antiwar march. The de
cision to ask the Chicano contingent
to lead the march was made in order
to express solidarity with the Chicano
Moratorium and to oppose the police
attacks on Chicanos in Los Angeles.
The Brown Berets and MECHA ac-
cepted.

The march itself went very well. The
Brown Berets helped to provide mon-
itors for the demonstration. Halfway
along the route, the march was joined
by a number of Anglos calling them-
selves the "Third World Brigade" It
consisted of Youth Against War and
Fascism, International Socialists, and
various independent ultralefts around
the Sabot, a local radical paper.
March monitors attempted to integrate
these people into the march, although
some heated exchanges occurred as
Sabot people moved in front of the

Chicano contingent and tried to lead
the march off in another direction.
When this did not work, the Sabot
people tried to get the Brown Berets
to raise slogans and demands that
Sabot supported. This failed too.

Like most ultralefts, Sabot has al-
ways had a stereotyped concept of
oppressed nationalities, a concept that
does not include antiwar activity.
When the stereotype did not fit, when
the Berets chose to march in a single-
focus antiwar demonstration that
Sabot opposed, it refused to respect
this decision. In fact, in the issue fol-
lowing the march, it carried a vicious
red-baiting article attacking the Young
Socialist Alliance and the Socialist
Workers Party. It also stated that
"some of us have heard the rumor
that the October 31st committee
brought the Chicano contingent up
from Colorado and California” to ex-
ercise "reverse racism" on the march.
This was a total falsehood and slan-
der.

On April 17, another antiwar march
was organized by the Seattle Peace
Action Coalition. Again the Chicanos
were asked to lead the march. This
time an effective effort was made to

involve other Third World people. The

central demand of immediate and un-
conditional withdrawal was endorsed
by the Black Student Union, the Iran-
ian Students Association, MECHA, the
Brown Berets, and the Arab Student
Association. That too, however, did
not fit Sabot's stereotype. This time
the ultraleftists tried seriously to dis-
rupt the march and rally. When they

tried to storm the stage, they were held '

off by a defense guard. Sabot was in-
furiated. The April 20 issue contained

S

Seattle, April 17, 1971, antiwar demonstration

an open letter to the Brown Berets,
which attacked the Berets' role in help-
ing to defend the stage and accused the
Berets of being used by the YSA and
the Student Mobilization Committee.

This letter was answered by both
the Brown Berets and Stephanie
Coontz, Seattle antiwar and Socialist
Workers Party leader who was chair-
ing. the rally when the attack occurred.
Coontz' letter of April 30 read in part:

"You're damned right there was a
defense guard. It was made up of
members of SEAPAC, SMC, MECHA,
the Brown Berets and the YSA, as well
as some unaffiliated individuals. It
was there to protect the rally from so-
called movement people who refuse to
accept democratic decisions made by
a coalition and try to impose their
will on the movement by force. It was
there to protect people from the bunch
of hooligans who had surrounded me
during the march, threatened me with
the sticks of their black flags, and
chanted 'Ice-pick the Trots, Icepick
the Trots.' It was there to protect peo-
ple from the small group of disrupters
and, despite their radical rhetoric, rac-
ists who taunted the Berets with shouts
of 'Mexican thugs.'"

The Berets' answer is the most tell-
ing indictment of the ultraleftists. "Part-
time revolutionists like you," wrote the
Berets to Sabot, "can afford to be rad-
ical. When it's convenient for you,
you cut off your hair and shave your
whiskers and you blend in perfectly
with the crowd. For La Raza and
Brown Berets, it's impossible to es-
cape the reality of daily oppression.”

The Berets also answered the charge
that they had been used, announcing

that "we did what we did willingly. . . .
To the brothers and sisters in the
struggle that marched with us, the
Chicano contingent was a symbol, a
gesture of respect for all our fallen
carnales [brothers] that have died in
your gringo war."

Finally, the Berets categorically re-
jected Sabot's attempts at red-baiting.
While pointing out that they may not
agree with all the political views of
the YSA, they will continue to work
with it on issues of common agree
ment. "Your cheap attempt to turn us
against them displays your ignorance
of what a Chicano is and what a
Chicano stands for."

By failing to understand that the de-
mand for immediate withdrawal is
central to the struggle of all oppressed
peoples, the ultraleftists play into the
hands of the Nixon administration,
which is attempting to convince wom-
en, working people, and oppressed
nationalities that the antiwar move-
ment is irrelevant to anyone but a
few students. Nixon has failed to con-
vince the American people of this. He
will continue to fail as long as we all
understand that the war in Southeast
Asia cuts across all struggles, and
that none of us will gain our freedom
while this war is allowed to continue.

This does not mean that the antiwar
struggle is a substitute for fighting for
women's, Black and Chicano libera-
tion. On the contrary, it is a key strug-
gle, which organizations and individ-
uals from all these sectors are join-
ing, which deals blows against the
imperialist rulers and strengthens all
the movements fighting to change this
society.
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Soviet poet tortured in mental hospital

From Intercontinental Press

"In the madhouse, wring your
hands, Press your white brow against
the wall like a face against a snow
drift. But to those who guard the wall.
a bold look."

Natalia Gorbanevskaia wrote these
lines in 1966 when she heard that
officials in the Potma forced labor
camp used tranquilizing drugs in an
attempt to break the spirit of her fel-
low poet, Yurii Galanskov.

On Christmas Eve 1969, Gorbanev-
skaia herself was arrested and
charged with slandering the Soviet
state and social system. On July 8,
1970, she was declared "mentally in-
competent” after hearings that lasted
only fourteen hours.

Gorbanevskaia was not present in
the court. She was already in the psy-
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chiatric ward of the Butyrka prison
hospital. On January 8, 1970, she
was transferred from Butyrka to the
mental hospital in Kazan, after she
went on a hunger strike to protest
her own imprisonment and that of
other political opp ositionists.

Locking up political dissidents in
mental insitutions is a practice that
goes back to the most barbaric tsars
in the prerevolutionary period. But,
according to a report in the May 19
issue of the Copenhagen daily Politi-
ken, the Stalinist bureaucrats have
made some innovations in the method.

"Several sources in the Soviet Union,
including the latest issue of the under-
ground paper Chronicle of Human
Events, indicate that the thirty-four-
year-old Soviet writer Natalia Gor-
banevskaia . . . has been subjected to

experiments that make it unlikely that
she will ever be able to live in free-
dom again as a normal human be-
ing," J. B. Holmgard wrote.

The Danish journalist quoted an ap-
peal smuggled out of the Soviet Union
as follows: "I have been asked to in-
form you that Natalia Gorbanev-
skaia's condition is very serious. She
is being subjected to a 'cure' that is
designed to make her apathetic and
indifferent. I have not been told what
methods are being used. I was told
only that Natalia Gorbanevskaia is
not given a moment's peace. She can
only pace back and forth in her cell.
They told me: 'She looks like a tor-
mented animal locked up in a cage.'"

Natalia Gorbanevskaia first came
to the attention of international pub-
lic opinion—and the political police,
and Soviet psychiatrists —when she

took part in a demonstration in Mos-
cow August 25, 1968, against the in-
vasion of Czechoslovakia. At that
time she was arrested and subjected
to a mental examination, which
showed her to be normal.

Starting December 5, 1970, Consti-
tution Day,
went on a hunger strike and main-
tained it for a week. In her statement
she declared her "solidarity with the
political prisoners in the labor camps
of Mordvinia, in the prisons of Lefor-
tova and Butyrka, in the mental hos-
pitals in Leningrad, Kazan, Chernya-
khovsk, and other institutions,” and
her "protest against the unconstitu-
tional, political jailings, including my
own arrest, long detention, and the
deliberate lie that I am mentally in-
competent.”

Natalia Gorbanevskaia °



Palestinian refug

Jordan launches
series of attacks
on Palestinians

By TONY THOMAS

A new wave of attacks on the Pales-
tinian resistance was launched at the
end of May by the reactionary gov-
ernment of Jordan. This was the latest
in a series of attacks the Palestinians
have suffered since the September
1970 Jordanian civil war.

According to the June 2 Le Monde,
the Hussein government cut off all
communications with Palestinian com-
mando bases in northern Jordan on
May 30. This was in response to sev-
eral bombings of Jordanian emplace-
ments on May 29.

On the night of May 30-31, the
"Tomb of the Martyrs"—a monument
to fallen Palestinian commandos—
was dynamited by the Jordanians.
The next morning bulldozers leveled
the remains of the shrine.

The Jordanians accused one part of
the resistance forces of sabotage and
another of being in the service of "for-
" eign powers." Hussein attempted to
imply that the Palestinians, especially
the Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO), were planning to accept U. S.-
Soviet proposals to set up a Pales-
tinian mini-state on the West Bank of
the Jordan River. This is an obvious
slander since the PLO and every other
Palestinian resistance organization
have rejected and polemicized against
the mini-state proposal.

At a June 2 press conference in
Beirut, reported in the June 3 Le
Monde, Ramal Adouane, a member
of the Central Committee of the PLO,
responded to Hussein's charges.
Adouane claimed that sabotage in Jor-
dan was not part of the PLO's strat-
egy. (The Popular Front for the Lib-
eration of Palestine later claimed re-
sponsibility for the bombings.)

According to Le Monde, he "reaf-
firmed that the resistance has no cur-
rent plan to overturn the regime in
Jordan."

Adouane said the provocations were
"a pretext invoked by the Jordanian
authorities to liquidate the Palestinian
revolution. Our position has not
changed. We are for the establishment
of a democratic state in Palestine
where Jews, Christians and Moslems
will be equal.”

Kamal Nasser, another spokesman
for the PLO, "declared that since its
creation the Jordanian regime hasn't
stopped conspiring against the Arab
nation. 'The current events are only
the continuation of the bloody con-
frontation last September. . . .'"
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A report in the June 6 Washington
Post seemingly contradicted Le
Monde's report of Adouane's state-
ments about not having a perspective
of overthrowing Hussein. The Post re-
ported that on June 5 seven Pales-
tinian groups — Al Fateh, the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine,
the Democratic Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine, the Popular
Front-General Command, the Palestine
Liberation Organization, the Popular
Struggle Front, and the Arab Libera-
tion Front—called for the overthrow
of Hussein's government in a broad-
cast over Iraqi radio.

The June 14 Christian Science Mon-
itor carried an article based on an
interview with Yasir Arafat, chairman
of the PLO and leader of Al Fateh,
the largest Palestinian commando or-
ganization. ‘

Arafat told the Monitor that the sit-
uation in Jordan was "very bad now,"
because the Jordanian government "in-
sists on carrying out their conspiracy
against us. This is not only aimed
at our revolution and fighters but
against our refugees and people,
which is very serious and dangerous.”

Arafat stated that fighting in Am-
man, Ruseifeh, Zarqua, and other
towns in Jordan in the last few weeks
disproved Hussein's claims to have
"cleaned" guerrilla forces from the
main towns of Jordan.

Arafat said that the restriction of
the Palestinians to the Jordan Valley

"places [them] between two fires: Is-

rael's Army and Jordan's Army," and
that this had reduced guerrilla opera-
tions in that area.

He said that despite previous agree-
ments about freedom of movement in
the Jordan Valley, "all guerrilla bases
in that area are surrounded by Jor-
danian forces."

The Monitor wrote, "Mr. Arafat said
a 'Jordanian National Front' recently
urging overthrow of Prime Minister
Wasfi al-Tell's [usually transliterated
Wasfi Tal] Jordan government consist-
ed of 'honest people who oppose the
pressure on the Palestinian revolution.
Our links with them are not strong,
but we'll help them if they ask us to.'"

Arafat indicated that he was trying
to get other Arab states, especially
Syria and Egypt, who had guaran-
teed previous agreements with Hus-
sein, to aid the Palestinian struggle.

As usual, both Egypt and Syria
called Hussein names — Egypt "scan-
dalous,” and Syria "murderer" — while
refusing to lift a finger to save the
commandos.

Judge refuses bail
for Angela Davis

By MICHAEL SCHREIBER

SAN RAFAEL, June 15— After 20 -

minutes of court testimony today,
Judge Richard E. Arnason denied bail
to Angela Davis.

The defense had argued previously
that according to legal precedent, bail
may be withheld only in unusual cap-
ital offenses, where presumption of
guilt is great. Judge Arnason indicat-
ed in his decision that he believes the
grand jury indictment had produced
"sufficient” evidence against Dauvis,
but declined to say whether he pre-
sumed Davis guilty of being an
accessory to murder, kidnapping, and
conspiracy.

Arnason's vagueness was intoler-
able to spectators who filled every
seat of the tiny courtroom. Many chal-
lenged his decision with shouts of "On
what issue?” Arnason murmured "It's
purely a legal issue,” and hastened to
recess the court.

"We find it [the decision] incredible,”
said chief defense counsel for Davis,
Howard Moore Jr., "but we are not
really surprised . .. it is very rare
to find a judge with courage." Moore
said appeals would commence in two
or three weeks but that he believed it
would be difficult to find an appellate
judge to rule favorably on the bail
issue.

Franklin Alexander, national coor-
dinator of the National United Com-
mittee to Free Angela Davis, told the
press, "We do not feel, we never have
felt that they are going to give justice
in the courts,” He explained that the
defense committee believed it is neces-

sary to make use of both the legal
battle in the courts and the mass strug-
gle in the streets.

He announced a mass demonstra-
tion to free Davis, Ruchell Magee, and
all political prisoners for this summer
at Sacramento, the state capital. The
July 4 date for the action has been
dropped, however, and a new date has
yet to be selected.

Yesterday, Moore submitted to the
court 36,000 signatures on a petition
demanding bail for Davis. He said
that more signatures were arriving
daily from around the country. He
also produced five bound volumes
containing numerous resolutions fa-
voring bail for Davis from labor
unions, professional groups, civic or-
ganizations, lawyers, and well-known
news commentators.

Judge Arnason showed his hand on
the bail decision yesterday by suggest-
ing that the indictment of Davis and
Magee be divided into two cases. It
was then charged by Magee's court-
appointed counsel, Ernest Graves, that
severance would enable Arnason to
sidestep the bail question because it
would enable Davis to have a speedy
trial without regard to Magee's ap-
peals to the federal courts.

In a statement of Angela Davis' po-
sition, Moore said, "Since the state has
joined us together we feel we have a
common struggle. We do not want to
be isolated from our brother Ruchell
Magee." Judge Arnason conceded that
since neither the state nor the defense
had desired severance at this time, he
would withdraw his suggestion.

Harvard encroaches
on Black community

By JEFF POWERS

CAMBRIDGE, Mass., June 14 — The
City Council here narrowly defeated
a resolution today that would have
prevented Harvard University from
obtaining building and demolition
permits for the construction of two
high-rise apartments in the predomi-
nantly Black Riverside community.
The apartments are to house Har-
vard faculty and married students.
Although the resolution passed three
to two with three abstentions and one
absence, it was not carried because it
lacked the necessary majority of five
votes.

Persons who spoke against the ex-
pansion at the City Council meeting
included Sandra Graham of the River-
side Planning Team (RPT) and Joe
Miles, Socialist Workers Party candi-
date for City Council. Miles demanded
that Harvard Corporation's books be
opened to the public so ' the commu-
nity could assess the profits accruing
from its housing operations. He also
called for taxing Harvard's property,
using the money obtained to provide
high-quality low-rent housing.

Harvard is one of the largest land-
lords in Cambridge. At present, it
owns over 1,200 housing units and
over 190 acres of land, of which 117
acres are tax exempt. From 1968 to
the present, Harvard has expanded
its personnel 34 percent. This increase,
coéupled with similar increases at Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology and
Boston University, has taken a heavy
toll on Cambridge residents. Cam-

bridge rents have risen a nation-lead-
ing 250 percent since 1960.

The Riverside community has been
the area heaviest hit by Harvard ex-
pansion. In the past 10 years, Har-
vard has torn down low and moderate
income housing to build high-rise
apartments for its married students
and staff.

Since 1969, when the RPT, a fed-
erally funded Office of Economic Op-
portunity project, mobilized thecom-

‘munity to go to Harvard's June grad-

uation and demand redress, the uni-
versity has been promising to build
low-cost housing.

To date there have been regular
negotiations between the RPT and
Harvard, but only a minimal num-
ber of housing units have been built.

When Harvard recently announced
plans to build two new apartment
buildings in Riverside, the RPT broke
off discussions.

The planned buildings would pro-
vide housing for 278 Harvard fam-
ilies at rents ranging from $320 per
month for a single bedroom apart-
ment, to $500 per month for three
bedrooms.

The RPT decided to take the issue
to the streets. It organized a march of
150 people to the City Council meet-
ing June 14.

The hypocrisy of the City Council
was evident in the fact that although
not one member spoke in favor of
Harvard's plan, they arranged the
vote for implementation of the plan.



France's Communist League

holds national convention

By MARY-ALICE WATERS

ROUEN, France— The Second Na-
tional Convention of the Communist
League, French Section of the Fourth
International, took place here the
weekend of May 29-31. Unlike the
April 1969 founding convention of
the League, which was held secretly
in Germany in order to sidestep pos-
sible attempts by the French govern-
ment to ban the organization, the con-
vention took place openly and without
legal complications.

Coming only two weeks after the
highly successful, 30,000-strong inter-
national demonstration hosted by the
League in commemoration of the hun-
dredth anniversary of the Paris Com-
mune, the public spotlight was on the
convention. The opening session was
open to the press and was widely
reported. The June 1 issue of the in-
fluential Paris daily Le Monde, for
example, carried a half-page article
summarizing the opening reports of
Alain Krivine and Henri Weber. Kri-
vine's report assessed the current po-
litical situation in France and drew a
balance sheet of the organization's ac-
tivities over the last two years. Weber
outlined the political perspectives for
the coming period, stressing the im-
portance of the League's activities in
both the factories and the schools.

The convention was attended by
close to 500 delegates and observers,
including 45 foreign observers from
27 different countries. Given the im-
possibility of finding a hall bigenough
to accommodate all the members of
the League who would have liked to
attend, the convention was open only
to elected delegates, members of the
various leadership bodies established
by the last convention, and observers
from the immediate vicinity of Rouen.

According to the credentials report
given to’ the convention, 65 percent
of those present were under 25. By
occupation, they were 25 percent wage
and salary workers, 24 percent teach-
ers, and 43 percent students. Ten per-
cent were female.

The opening reports by Krivine and
Weber were followed by a full day's
discussion focused on the League's
trade-union work, to which top prior-
ity has been given since the found-
ing convention, and on the problems
and perspectives for the student move-
ment. Of major concern was the ques-
tion of the relationship between the
political activities of the League in

European

By MARCEL BLACK

Press coverage of the May 16 demon-
stration of 30,000 called by the Com-
munist League, French Section of the
Fourth International, and several oth-
er European revolutionary-socialist
organizations to commemorate the
Commune, has mirrored the fear of
both the ruling class and the reform-
ists over the deepening revolutionary
consciousness of many French youth.

Louis Gabriel-Robinet, editor of Le
Figaro, a major Paris daily, com-
plained in a recent issue, "What do
we see today? Strikes, violence, dis-
respect for contracts, erotic frenzy,
smashed up universities ... im-
potence on the part of the authori-
ties. . . ."

George Suffret, in the May 24-30
issue of the liberal Paris weekly
L'Express, extended his complaints to
include the May 16 demonstration:
"In the Rue des Pyrénées, behind three
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League in Rouen May 29-31.

the universities and high schools, and
the trade union and political activities
in the factories.

There was extensive discussion
around the question of whether or not
a revolutionary youth organization
could or should be established, and
what the character of such an orga-

press on

immense portraits of Marx, Lenin
and Trotsky, a mass of young people
advances, almost entirely covered by
red flags . . . 20,000 Trotskyists [oth-
er reports estimated the numbers at
more than 30,000] . . . behind Alain
Krivine to celebrate the memory of the
Communards. One of the largest leftist
marches in three years. Is this a sign
of the triumphant renaissance of un-
controlled confrontation?”

Equally worried was the French
Communist Party which, in typical
form, attacked the reports of the dem-
onstration in the capitalist press
(which were more accurate than its
own reports in ["Humanité) as proof
positive of a conspiracy between the
Trotskyists and the capitalists. L'Hu-
manité editorialized, "The paper of
Provoust [Le Figaro] ... gave an
obliging account of the Trotskyist
demonstration . . . under a five
column head. Le Monde did the
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Delegates to second convention of French Communist

nization would be. Several different
positions were expressed in the course
of the debate, and it was finally de-
cided to continue the discussion on the
question of a youth organization dur-
ing the coming months.

The evening of the second day of
the convention was devoted to meet-

Trotskyist

same. . . . The heart of the matter is
that there is a united front of Prouvost
— Fauvet [publisher of Le Monde|—
Krivine [a leader of the Communist
League] on a class basis. . . ."

While I'Humanité's attempts to find
out what is in the interest of which
class are on the level of slander, Suf-
fret's article in the capitalist L'Express
was more to the point. The real dan-
ger of the growth of Trotskyism in
France, the most conscious representa-
tives of the ruling class fear, is that
it will win workers away from the
Stalinist leadership in the CGT (Con-
fédération Générale du Travail — Gen-
eral Confederation of Labor, the CP-
dominated union and France's largest
trade-union confederation).

Suffret warned: "The CGT must not
let itself get outflanked to the left.
Everybody says that it has been out-
flanked already. And there is no lack

ings of the working commissions that
direct the various activities of the
League: workers, students (divided in-
to university, high school, technical
high school), teachers, anti-imperialist,
women, press, and a commission on
organizational problems.

Resolutions drawn up by the com-
missions outlining the major perspec-
tives for work in the coming period
were presented to the final session of
the convention for brief discussion and
vote. A new enlarged Central Com-
mittee was elected by the convention,
and the Central Committee in turn
elected a new Political Bureau to di-
rect the day-to-day work of the League
between now and the next convention.

Housing, food and transportation
for the participants in the convention
were very efficiently organized on
short notice by the Communist League
members in Rouen. (Last minute dif-
ficulties in finding a meeting place in
Paris forced the shift to Rouen, a ma-
jor industrial and commercial city
about 100 miles west of Paris.) Every-
one was housed with members and
sympathizers of the League, food was
provided by the cafeteria at the Uni-
versity of Rouen, and cars were mo-
bilized to get everyone where they were
supposed to be, and on time.

More than anything else, the con-
vention reflected the swift growth of
the Communist League since its found-
ing two years ago and its expanding
influence on the left in France. (The-
League was created by former mem-
bers of two organizations— the Inter-
nationalist Communist Party and the
Revolutionary Communist Youth —
both of which were banned by the
DeGaulle government for their role
in the May-June 1968 revolutionary
upsurge in France.)

The youthfulness of the convention
reflected the significant new forces
which are coming to the Trotskyist
movement around the world in this
period of deepening radicalization.
And the internationalist spirit of the
convention was one of its most strik-
ing aspects. Greetings from more than
two dozen sections of the Fourth In-
ternational and sympathizing organi-
zations around the world—from In-
dia to Canada, from Japan to Ar-
gentina— drew long and enthusiastic
applause from the assembled dele-
gates. The spirit of international sol-
idarity and optimism over the per-
spective of the world revolution
marked the entire convention.

march

of evidence that seems to confirm this."

Even Aftonbladet, the Social Dem-
ocratic paper of Stockholm, Sweden,
is more in touch with French reality
than ["Humanité. In an article in the
May 18 issue, Gudrun Ekeflo, their
Paris reporter, points out that it is
an upsurge in class struggle and not
any alliance with the capitalists that
made for a large turnout on May 16.

"Today," Ekeflo wrote, "the Renault
factories have been occupied by their
employees. The metal workers are
striking. The French Communist Par-
ty is coming down hard against the
extreme left, which it characterizes as
fascist.

"But in the driving rain on Sunday
[May 16], 35,000 people formed up to
demonstrate in honor of the Paris
Commune. And that was only the
Trotskyists."
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An answer fo Norm
‘Prisoner of

By LINDA JENNESS

In her book Sexual Politics, Kate Millett discusses
the writings of Norman Mailer as one literary
reflection of the debasement and abuse of women
in our society.

In the March 1971 issue of Harper's Magazine,
Norman Mailer wrote a 50,000 word article in
reply to Kate Millett entitled "Prisoner of Sex."
In this attempt by Mailer to absolve himself of
Kate Millett's accusations, Mailer only confirms
more clearly what his real attitudes toward wom-
en are. ‘

Perhaps one of the most disturbing aspects
about Mailer's article, considering its reactionary
and vicious nature, is the number of reviewers
who have lauded it. For instance, Anatole Broy-
ard wrote a review in the May 27 New York
Times saying: "What Mailer has tried to do here
is to write a love poem. Let us hope that women
never become so liberated that it is impossible
to write love poems to them."

A love poem! Mailer's article exemplifies and
glorifies many of the most dehumanizing myths
ever invented about women. He tries to justify

. the historic subjugation of women with all the
classical reactionary arguments based on mysti-
rcism and religion. He states that "the prime re-
sponsibility of a woman probably is to be on
‘earth long enough to find the best mate for her-
self, and conceive children who will improve the
species."” And we are to consider it a love poem!
It is precisely that kind of "love" that has driven
us to revolt.

Millett's book is essentially a denunciation of
society's enslavement of women —socially, psy-
chologically and physically. Whatever the weak-
nesses of the book, the overall product is a rally-
ing cry to women against our oppression. Mailer's
book, on the other hand, is totally reactionary.

The length and literary style of Mailer's article
helps to obscure some of his contentions. But once
the excrescences are wiped away, his attacks be-
come quite clear. Norman Mailer denies women
our right to abortion; he is opposed to contra-
. ception; and he believes it is impossible for wom-

12

en to compete with men, because we are psycho-
logically different. And then he proceeds to but-
tress these positions with the oldest and most ir-
rational arguments.

‘Closer to nature’

Mailer contends that because of women's repro-
ductive capacity we are somehow closer to na-
ture, or God, as he sometimes calls it, and that
this mysterious link with the beyond throws us
outside of the realm of normal human beings
(men). To quote Mailer himself:

"Men were by comparison to women as simple
meat: men were merely human beings equipped
to travel through space at a variety of speeds,
but women wete human beings traveling through
the same variety of sp&ce in full possession of
a mysterious space within. ... How could a
woman compete if she contained the future as
well as the present and so lives a physical life
on the edge of the divide?"

So Norman Mailer thinks we live in the Twi-
light Zone! And as participants in the "beyond"
we are not subject to rationality, of course, nor

Mailer: The prime
responsibility of a
woman probably
s to be on earth

long enough to find
the best male pos-
sible for herself, and
conceive children
who will improve
the species.

(from “'Prisoner of Sex'’)

" objectivity, nor science, nor technology. It is pre-

cisely the same theory—that women are "closer
to nature” and therefore subhuman—that has
been one of the main justifications behind the sub-
jugation of women for centuries. And it's also
the same theory that has had us burned as witches
and thrown into insane asylums!

But Mailer's romanticised repetition of this old
theory is not without reason. He has a very spe-
cific purpose for espousing it. One of his main
contentions is that women should not be allowed
to control our own bodies through abortion and
birth control. As Mailer realizes, this denial of
the right to control our own bodies is at the crux
of our whole enslavement. Throughout the entire
50,000 words, Mailer never discusses our minds,
nor our lives —it's our bodies that he is concerned
about.

Mailer's theory that women are part of "nature"
leads him to the conclusion that nature can not

be tampered with. Women, sex and reproduction
(all synonymous) will be destroyed, he contends,
if there is any scientific or technological interfer-
ence. Therefore contraception and abortion are
both evil.

Mailer is no run-of-the-mill religious fanatic, so
he has to give his objections to contraception and
abortion a special twist. It's not contraception
per se that's bad, as long as it's "natural” and
not scientifically produced —and with that he in-
vents the wildest cock and bull story told since
the virgin birth.

It seemed reasonable to Mailer that "among the
other biological protections, a woman would have
the ability —or had once had the ability —to pick,
to choose, to avoid, even to abort in the early
minutes and first hours of a conception her womb
had not desired. . . . She would not conceive with
any man whose sperm was not superbly suited
to the ovum on which she built her view of how
life should be if she were to create it. . . . Yes,
through history, there must have been every vari-
ation of the power to conceive or not to conceive —
it was finally an expression of the character of
the woman, perhaps the deepest expression of her
character. . . . Of course, such power was uncon-
scious.”

In other words, women have historically had
the unconscious. power to only conceive when a
sperm was perfectly matched to the egg. If a sperm
was not suited to "her view of how life should
be,” then her body would automatically reject it.

Tell that to my grandmother! Tell it to women
throughout history who have suffered through un-
wanted pregnancies. Tell it to women who have
been afraid of sex, or denied sexual pleasure,
because they did not want to conceive. Tell any
woman that the deepest expression of her char-
acter is the psychic powers of her womb!

The development of contraceptives, and particu-
larly the pill, have helped to give women for the
first time in history a moderate amount of con-
trol over childbearing functions. We are no longer
totally at the whim of "nature" and can more ra-
tionally decide if and when to have children. In
addition, the pill has enabled some women to
enjoy sex without the fear of an unwanted preg-
nancy, and that fact has been one of the roots
of the developing sexual revolution. We have a
long way to go before contraceptives are devel-
oped that adequately and safely meet our needs,
but the advances made so far have given today's
women immeasurably more freedom than our
grandmothers had. That's what Mailer hates —
the fact that we have some decision-making power
over what happens to his semen rather than be-
ing totally at his mercy or "nature's.”

Power of death

It is the loss of power of men over women that
hits Mailer where it hurts. He's afraid that he
will lose his ability to intimidate us and control
our lives. And he comes right out and says so.
"Sometimes the prisoner [Mailer] thought it likely
that women had begun to withdraw respect from
men about the time pregnancy lost its danger. . . .
Then women began to be insulated from the dra-
matic possibility of a fatal end. If that had once
been a possibility real enough for them to look
at their mate with eyes of love or eyes of hate
but know their man might yet be the agent of
their death, conceive then of the lost gravity of
the act, and diminishment of man. . . ."

This man sits and calmly discusses the bene-
fits that men derived from our deaths in child-
birth! He laments the fact that since contraceptives
and better medicine came along, men no longer
have the ability to threaten us with the possibility

.of death by inpregnating us. Some love poem!

But Mailer-is not satisfied with just condemn-
ing contraception. He has to go further still and
make it clear that if we are to interfere with na-
ture, particularly through abortion, then by God
we ought to pay for it in the most painful way.
The fact that new methods of abortion, such as
the vacuum method, make abortion a relatively



an Mallers

painless and simple procedure is the final blow
to Mailer. He can't stand the idea that women
some day will be able to very simply abort a
fetus whenever we choose to do so. He would
have us denounce all scientific and technological
advancements before allowing that.

"Yes, cess and riddance to the days of honest
abortion when the fingernails of the surgeon were
filthy and the heart of a woman went screaming
through a cave as steel scraped at the place where
she touched the beyond," laments Mailer.

Yes, to Norman Mailer, an honest abortion
made us pay for the sin of interrupting "nature's"
(or man's) doing. I doubt if Mailer would think
the same thing if he had an honest ruptured ap-
pendix. By "honest,” Mailer simply means one
that is terrifying and painful. Technology, science,
and particularly women evading torture, are all
"dishonest."

Mailer understands, just as the capitalist rulers
in this country understand, that as long as we
don't control our own bodies we cannot begin to
break the chains of our subjugation. Once we
win the right to free and legal abortions and have

of her position one step closer to eternity (for in
that step were her powers) which made men de-
test women, revile them, humiliate them, defecate
symbolically upon them, do everything to reduce
them so one might dare to enter them and take
pleasure of them."

It's like telling Black people that the reason
they were lynched was because white people stood

in such "awe" of them. It's also saying that since -

our "powers" lie in the fact that we are closer to
a nonexistent eternity, we needn't bother to fight
for any other kind of power. And it's also saying
that it is all right if men revile us, humiliate us,
and defecate upon us because it's all for a noble
cause —"daring to enter them and take pleasure
of them."

And after all this, Mailer still has the gall at
the end of his article to claim that he, and others
like him, know more about women than women
know about themselves. In defending D. H. Law-
rence, Mailer writes: "It is not only that no other
man writes so well about women, but indeed is
there a woman who can? ... Whoever believes
that a man cannot write of a woman's soul, or

Jenness: Mailer has the gall fo claim
that he knows more about women
fhan women know about themselves.

available to us safe and adequate contraception,
then we'll be better able to fight for our total lib-
. eration.

Brutality glorified

But Mailer is still not finished with his theme
of "woman as part of nature." He goes on to use
the theme as a justification for man's brutality
towards women. In Sexual Politics, Kate Millett
attempts to describe how the debasement of wom-
en is reflected in literature and in addition to Mail-
er uses Henry Miller and D.H. Lawrence as ex-
amples.

Millett says that Henry Miller abuses women.
Mailer agrees. Kate Millett says it is a reflection
of the enslavement of women. Norman Mailer
says it is only because we are so much closer
to God! For example, he claims that Henry Miller
"captured something in the sexuality of men as
it had never been seen before, precisely that it
was man's sense of awe before woman, his dread
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a white man of a Black man, does not believe
in literature itself."

The women's liberation movement is awaken-
ing millions of women to the fact that we can and
will speak for ourselves. No one else can speak
for us. And books like Kate Millett's are playing
a vital role in this process. The movement is also
awakening millions to the fact that we are the
ones who have been imprisoned by our sex, not
Norman Mailer. And the ideas and theories es-
poused by Mailer have played a large role in
justifying our imprisonment.

The struggle of women to win our liberation
is aimed both at the reactionary myths perpetrated
against us and the entire social system which cre-
ated and upholds them. We are fighting against
the Mailers and others of his kind for a new so-
ciety — a society where individuals are free to de-
velop to their fullest potential, intellectually, ar-

. tistically and creatively, regardless of their sex.

Michigan
Blacks

favor
abortion

By DERRICK MORRISON

The Michigan Chronicle, a Black
weekly published in Detroit, ran a
banner headline in its June 5 issue
that read, "Most Blacks Favor Legal
Abortion."

The article, by Marvin Wanetick,
related the results of a recent Chronicle
street poll on the proposals in the
Michigan legislature for reform of
laws banning abortion. He reported,
"Out of a dozen Black women who
were questioned, only one was against
legalized abortions, and one was in
favor of it only for the poor....
Every man polled, Black and white,
was in favor. But every white woman
was against legalization. However,
that finding is somewhat questionable,
as this reporter only interviewed mid-
dle-aged white women." He indicated
that "Most of those who favored abor-
tion reform gave as their first reason
a woman's right to make her own
decision about the matter.”

One sister, Marge Johnson, told
Wanetick, "A woman has the same
right as a man to decide what hap-
pens to her. If she decides to abort a
child she doesn't want, she should
have that right."

Another sister, Jennifer Gardner, cit-
ed the hazards of the present situation.
"A lot of people don't have the money
to go to a state where abortion is
legal, so they try home methods and
kill themselves."

Asked why it takes so long to con-
sider reforming the antiquated law,
a brother, John Phillips, said, "It is
the norms of society. Many people
are still living with Victorian values
and extreme prudeness. Woman's lib
and the new social freedom are chang-
ing this."

Gardner blamed "a lot of old people
in Lansing [state capital]. What do
they know about abortion?"

Wanetick brought up the charge of
some Black militants that abortion is
a form of genocide against Blacks.
Johnson responded, "It is not geno-
cide. Any woman who wants an abor-
tion will have it regardless, so why
shouldn't it be legal?" Paula Shaefer
added, "Black women have been too
long dependent on focusing their ener-
gy on taking care of large families.”

This poll is but another reflection
of the deep-seated sentiment among
Black women for the right to control
their own bodies. In a Louis Harris
poll released May 20, 60 percent of
the Black women answered positively
to the question: "All in all, do you fa-
vor or oppose most of the efforts to
strengthen and change women's status
in society?"

Contrary to assertions by many that
women's liberation is a "white thing,"
it is the double oppression of being
both Black and female that gives add-
ed momentum to the demand of Black
women for control over their own
bodies.
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 Gay pride marches set for June 27

By LEE SMITH

Gay liberation demonstratlons will oc-

cur in cities around the country on
June 27, marking the second anni-
versary of the events that sparked the
rise of the gay liberation movement.
In June 1969, gays spontaneously
fought back when New York cops
attempted to raid the Stonewall Inn,
a bar on Christopher Street in Green-
wich Village, touching off battles be-
tween the cops and gays who had
decided they were through submitting
to the social persecution represented
by police harassment.

Last year, gay pride demonstrations
took place in New York and Los An-
geles, commemorating the events
around the Stonewall. In New York,
the march drew between 5,000 and
10,000 people. The marches in both
cities are expected to be significantly
larger this year, and other marches
and related activity during Gay Pride
Week (June 19-27) are scheduled in
more than a dozen cities.

There will be two conferences in Los
Angeles June 25-27, a gay women's

N.Y. gay-in, June 28, 1970

Yale
strikers
arrested

By TIM CRAINE

NEW HAVEN, June 14 — A six-week-
old strike by members of Local 35,
Federation of University Employees
(AFL-CIO), against Yale University
reached a new level of militancy today
as 12 persons were arrested during a
rally to protest the university's com-
mencement exercises. ‘

Over 700 strikers and supporters
participated in the rally, which had
been projected as an ‘attempt to "pre-
vent business as usual" at the com-
mencement exercises. A heavy detach-
ment of police cordoned off the Old
Campus area where the exercises were
to take place. They repulsed the dem-
onstrators, clubbing at least one strik-
er so badly that he was taken to the
hospital to be treated for head wounds.
The police had previously been used
to escort a fuel truck through the pick-
et line in front of the university power
station.

Vincent Sirabella, business agent for
Local 35, vowed that more militant
actions would continue. "If we have
to go to jail every day from now until
September, we will," he declared.

Besides serving as president of the
New Haven Central Labor Council,
Sirabella is a prominent liberal poli-
tician and a declared candidate for
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conference and a gay men's confer-
ence. The gay women's conference has
been organized and widely publicized
for several months by the Gay Wom-
en's Intergroup Council, a coalition
of Daughters of Bilitis, the Gay Wom-
en's Service Center and the Lesbian
Feminists. Two days of speeches, en-
tertainment, workshops and dancing
will culminate in a women's rally at
De Longpre Park on June 27 that
will then feed into the Christopher
Street West Gay Parade down Holly-
wood Blvd. at 7 p.m.

The Gay Women's West Coast Con-
ference will be held at the Metropoli-
tan Community Church, 2201 South
Union, and is open to all women, but
only to women. For more informa-
tion, contact DOB Center, 1910 S. Ver-
mont, Los Angeles, Calif. 90007 or
call (213) 737-9159.

A Western Regional Gay Men's Con-
ference will be held simultaneously in
Los Angeles at the Gay Liberation
Front Center, 4400 Melrose Ave., Los
Angeles, Calif. 90029; for more infor-
mation, call (213) 660-2990.

the Democratic Party nomination for.
increasingly militant

mayor. His
stance reflects the sentiment of the rank
and file of his union, who voted unan-
imously at a mass meeting last Fri-
day to stop Yale's commencement ex-
ercises from taking place. )
Sirabella appealed to West German
Chancellor Willy Brandt to renounce
an honorary degree he was to receive
from the university as an expression
of solidarity with the strikers. He ex-
pressed shock and outrage when he
learned that Brandt, who roseto power
through the labor movement and the
Social Democratic Party of Germany,
had ignored the union's plea. "He
can't claim unity with workers and

“then go through this with (Yale presi-

dent): Mr. Brewster and the rest of
these cats who are trying to break this
union,"” Sirabella told the strikers.

Although wages are a major point
of dispute in the contract negotiations,
with over half of the members of Local
35 earning under $2.40 an hour, the
principal issue has been job security.
Yale wants to cut back on the num-
ber of positions available, substituting
part-time student labor in some cases
and eliminating other jobs altogether.

The strike has wide support
throughout the New Haven commu-
nity, particularly among Blacks. The
university manifests its exploitation
through its tax-exempt status, its ex-
into residential neighbor-
hoods, and its ownership of slum
houses as well as through the low
wages paid to its workers.

In addition, the National Welfare
Rights Organization has lent support

A march from San Francisco to the
state capitol in Sacramento, beginning
on June 19 and ending with a mass
rally June 25, demanding repeal of
anti-gay laws, is being organized by
the Committee for Sexual Law Re-
form.

The organizers of the Christopher
Street West Gay Parade are urging
non-gay groups to participate in the
march with support banners. For
more information, write Christopher
Street West, P. O. Box 17669, Los An-
geles, Calif. 90017 or call (213) 484-
1094.

The Christopher Street Liberation
Day march and celebration in New
York June 27 will begin with march-
ers assembling from noon to 2 p.m.
near Greenwich Ave. and Christopher
St. to proceed up Sixth Ave. to Central
Park's Sheep Meadow.

The march and celebration will be
preceded by a variety of activities dur-
ing Gay Pride Week, organized by
different gay organizations, including
an all-day Gay Liberation Forum at
P.S. 41 near Sixth Ave. and 11th St.
on June 26, sponsored by the Christo-
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to Local 35, whose members would
be forced onto welfare if their jobs
are eliminated. Several leaders of the
NWRO, including George Wiley, were
on hand for the rally, as was Rev.
James Groppi, civil rights leader from
Milwaukee who was among the 12
arrested.

YSA
surpasses
fund goal

By TERRY HARDY

The Young Socialist Alliance has suc-
cessfully completed the largest nation-
wide fund drive in its history. YSA
locals, at-large members, and sympa-
thizers sent in a total of $43,311.69
during the course of the drive.

The -National Convention of the
YSA last December had set a goal of.
$43,000 for the spring fund drive,
which was intended to provide the or-
ganization with a strong financial
base for its expansion plans.

Although at times during the spring,
the drive lagged somewhat behind
schedule, a national compaign effort
pushed the total over the top in the
final weeks. Out of 56 YSA locals, 27
went over 100 percent of the quotas
they had accepted! Another 18 locals
reached exactly 100 percent, while on-
ly 11 locals fell short of their quotas.

The greatest bulk of the fund drive

~“include

pher Street Liberation Day Committee
(CSLDC), the coalition organizing the
march and celebration June 27.

For a complete calendar of Gay
Pride Week activities in New York,
contact the CSLDC at (212)CH2-
5273.

A coalition of all gay groups in
Chicago, the Gay Pride Week Cele-
bration Committee, is coordinating a
series of programs, workshops and
social activities, beginning with - the
TV showing of the film, Gay and
Proud, on WSNS (Channel 44) June
17 at 11:30 p.m.

Panels and workshops on a wide
range of topics —"Growing Up Gay,"
"The Law and the Homosexual,"
"Third World Gays," and "Gay Wom-
en," among others—will take place
at  the University of Illinois Circle
Campus and the Chicago Gay Alli-
ance Center at 171 W. Elm. A work-
shop at the Lincoln Park Presbyte-
rian Church on June 21 at 8 p.m.,
is entitled, "What Parents Always
Wanted to Know About Homosexual-
ity But Were Afraid to Ask."

The Gay People's Parade in Chicago
will begin at 2 p.m. from the Diversey
Harbor Parking Lot, proceeding via
Diversey, Clark and LaSalle to the
Lincoln Park Free Forum. In addi-
tion, a demonstration sponsored by
Chicago Gay Liberation Front at the
Civic Center Plaza June 25 will pro-
test the recent arrests of two gay cou-
ples for "lewd fondling" because they
kissed in public. Another GLF action
has been called at the federal buﬂdmg
for June 28. .

For a complete calendar of Chlcago
activities, contact Chicago Gay Alli-
ance, 171 W. Elm, Chicago, 1L
60610, or call (312) 664-4708:

Other cities planning’ eonﬁerences,.
demonstrations and" other-gay hbera-*
tion acthty during Gay Pnde Week
Houston; ' Austin: Atlanta,_‘
Seattle; Phoenix; San Diego; Détroit;
Bridgeport, Conn.; Albany, N.Y.;
Boston; Philadelphia; Denver; Délla"séa
Vancouver; London; and Stockholm.

contributions came from YSA mem--
bers, but a larger amount of money"
than ever before was raised through
special fund raising projects.

As a result of this ‘achievement, the
YSA has been able to expand its na-
tional office and prepare for several
major campaigns when campuses
open in the fall, including the fall anti-
war offensive and the fight for the re-
peal of all abortion laws. Before fall,
the YSA will put out a complete new
series of buttons and posters, pam-
phlets and fliers about the YSA, and
a series of organizational handbooks.
The YSA can also now finance several
new expanded national tours.

The fall will see YSA regional trav-
elers hitting the road in all parts of
the country, visiting hundreds of cam-
puses to build the antiwar, women's
liberation, and Black and Chlcano
liberation movements and wmmng
new members to the YSA. Most re-
gions are in a better position now than
ever before to finance these travelers.

The fund drive was only part of an
overall spring campaign to build up
the YSA's finances. The results of the
campaign will be seen in all YSA
locals, as well as nationally and re-
gionally.

Locals will be able to put outmore
leaflets, hold more classes and forums,
run more student government election
campaigns, and in general sustain a
much higher level of activity.

Its ability to make a fund drive of
$43,000 is just one more indication
of the YSA's emergence as the strong-
est, most dynamic and vital youth
organization on the American left.



Cops kill Black teacher in E.Cleveland

EAST CLEVELAND, June 14 —Pros-
ecutor Henry J. Fischer announced to
the press today that the June 5 murder
of Mose Wendell Mitchell by five East
Cleveland police was "justifiable.” This
amounts to an open slap in the face
to the Black community here.

Mitchell was a 29-year-old Black
high school teacher. His murder un-
leashed a storm of controversy among
Black residents.

The incident developed on the after-
noon of June 5 when a white woman
pulled her car out into a driveway,
blocking the way for Mitchell, whohad
been walking down the sidewalk along
Euclid Ave. When Mitchell reportedly
slammed his walking stick against the
roof of her car, the woman ran across
the street to a cab driver, who as-
sumed that the woman had been
robbed or possibly attacked by the
Black man.

Mitchell continued walking down the
street, not realizing that five East
Cleveland police were pursuing him as
a robbery or assault suspect.

The police version of what followed
is that Mitchell grabbed the gun of one

of the cops and fired five shots at the
police, wounding one in the hand and
one in the foot. But this contention
has already been contradicted by the
testimony of three eyewitnesses who
reported that Mitchell was attacked
and beaten unmercifully until he was
shot at close range by the police, who
wounded themselves, . perhaps in-
tentionally, during the course of firing
the shots that killed Mitchell.

According to the witnesses, the in-
jured cops were given immediate first
aid, but Mitchell was not attended to
until about 10 minutes later.

Several questions are raised by the
police version of what happened. Why
would one unarmed man attempt to
take on five armed police? And if
there were a total of six shots fired
as the police reported, how could five
of them have been fired by Mitchell
when he himself bore three of the bul-
lets in his own body?

On the evening of Jurie 8, in response
to the murder, over 400 angry Blacks
poured into the Starlight Baptist

Church for a meeting called on short

notice. The first demand acted on by
the meeting was that East Cleveland
City Manager Chandler be requested
to attend and answer questions.
Chandler is Black and holds a post
equivalent to mayor.

So the meeting turned into a militant
march from the church, down Euclid
Ave. to city hall, where the crowd
chanted, "We want Chandler." Chan-
dler, realizing the potential explosive-
ness of this issue and attempting to
maintain a pretence of responsiveness,
stepped out of city hall and agreed to
march back to the church with the
rest of the community.

Back at the church, Chandler was
immediately put under an intense
cross-examination concerning his re-
solve to suspend the cops involved in
the shooting. After a considerable
amount of evasion and a half-hour
emergency imprompfu meeting with
several city commissioners, Chandler
reported back to the meeting that the
suspension of the five cops would go
into effect the very next day.

The cheers that went up from the

crowd were a spontaneous recognition
of the power that had been visibly dis-
played and that had forced the ad-
ministration to act.

However, Prosecutor Fischer's deci-
sion lays the basis for ending the
suspensions of the five racist cops.

His decision only underlines the de-
mands raised in a statement by John
Hawkins, Socialist Workers Party can-
didate for mayor of Cleveland, which
was distributed at the June 8 meeting.

Hawkins said in part, "The necessity
for an open investigation representing
the entire Black community is obvious.
If members of the Black community
are to be shot down by the police and
no serious investigation is made to
lay the basis for bringing those re-
sponsible to justice, then the racist
police of Cleveland and East Cleve
land will be emboldened to escalate
their attacks on the Black community.

"The Socialist Workers campaign de-
mands a full and open investigation
into the murder of Mose Wendell
Mitchell and demands that his killers
be brought to justice."

A Joetha Collier Building Memorial Fund is being organized. It is to help
the Collier family build a new house. They now inhabit a tarpaper shack.

Joetha, an 18-year-old Black woman, was murdered by white racists in Drew,
Miss., May 25. She had just graduated from high school and held her diploma
in her hand when the shooting occurred.

The three white youths arrested were drunk, and out to “'kill a nigger, any
nigger.” :

Just prior to the murder of Joetha, two Black men met similar fates at the
hands of Mississippi whites. Young Blacks staged massive demonstrations
protesting the Collier murder and raised demands concerning the conditions
in the Black community. ‘

Funds for the Collier family, which includes seven other children, can be

sent to: Joetha Collier Building Memorial Fund, ¢/o Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer, _

721 James Street, Ruleville, Miss.

New York City Police Commissioner Patrick V. Murphy denounced a recent
judicial decision granting five years’ probation to two members of the Harlem
Five. The June 11 New York Times reports him saying, ‘I find it hard to
understand how men convicted of possessing bombs and guns intended for
use against policemen can be exonerated as responsible community leaders.”’

Four of the five youths— one was aquitted — were found guilty on two counts
of illegal possession of weapons and a homemade bomb. But on the other
counts of conspiracy to kill policemen, they were acquitted.

The whole bizarre case arose when the five— Preston Lay Jr., Lloyd Butler
(Sayeed Saladeen), Wallace Marks, Hannibal Thomas (Hannibal Ahmed),
and Ebb Glenn—were arrested in June 1968 on the sensational charge of
planning to “kill a cop a week.” The ‘“‘evidence” was gathered by black police
agents working in the Harlem Youth Federation, of which the five were leaders.

When the trial finally came down this past May, the five secured support
from various community leaders. One of their defense counselors was William
M. Kunstler. The decision to acquit on conspiracy charges occurred on May 13.
Saladeen was absolved on all charges.

On June 9, the judge granted probation status to Lay, a Vietnam veteran,
and Ahmed. Marks and Glenn were given concurrent terms of one to three
years in prison on the illegal possession convictions. Two Times reporters told
of their collaboration with two of the defendants in publishing Harlem Speaks,
a community newspaper sponsored by the New York Times Foundation.

Marks and Glenn were freed on $5,000 bail pending appeal.

In the aftermath of the May 17 killing of a Black man, Rudy Simms, by two
white cops in the Bedford-Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn, Black residents creat-
ed a People’s Tribunal to render a community decision on the matter. Mayor
John Lindsay had already declared the killing to be “‘in the line of duty.”

The area where the brother was killed is near Brownsville, which exploded
May 5 during demonstrations against state budget cutbacks. The group that
organized the tribunal was the newly formed Citizens Committee for Justice,
led by the reconstituted chapter of Brooklyn CORE and by Rev. Calvin
Marshal, minister of the Varick Memorial Methodist Church.

The tribunal met May 25 and June 2. On the jury sat 22 Black residents.
The presiding justices or judges were Victor Robles, a staff aide to Rep. Shirley
Chisholm (D-N.Y.), City Councilman William Thompson, and Nathaniel
Shannon, a lawyer. Rev. Marshall was the prosecutor.

Upwards of 300 Blacks attended both sessions.

At the first session, the three justices tried to defang the whole proceeding.
They argued to limit a jury decision to either manslaughter or unpremeditated
homicide because ‘‘premeditation’” could not be proved. The audience, disap-
proving, roared, ‘‘Murder! Murder!” Rev. Marshall elaborated: *“In the minds
of white police— all that was needed was an excuse. They walk the streets ready
to take lives. All we’re saying is, no- more. Whether he be pimp or preacher—
don’t shoot him down.”

Witnesses testified for several hours how police—who were in a position
to break up a fight between Rudy ‘‘Shoe” Simms and another brother— shot
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Connie Tucker

Simms down.
The verdict arrived at by the jury was *“murder in the first degree.” The
decision was given to a Brooklyn grand jury investigating the shooting.

Connie Tucker of the Junta of Militant Organizations (JOMO) in Florida
was sentenced to five years in prison on the trumped-up charge of possessing
marijuana. When the sentence came down two months ago in Tampa, the
sister was immediately taken to Lowell State Prison in Ocala. The hypocrisy
of the action was pointed up by the fact that two whites charged similarly were
given probation in the same courtroom.

Tucker, who is 20 years old, had been threatened several times by police
before she was actually framed in early 1970. She is a leader and organizer
of JOMO, a nationalist organization. JOMO is attempting to raise funds for an
appeal. Send contributions to: National Committee to Free Connie Tucker,
P. 0. Box 12792, St. Petersburg, Florida 33733.

Rosie Douglas, an African-Canadian who was sentenced to two years less one
day imprisonment April 30 for his role in the 1969 Black student occupation
of Sir George Williams University in Montreal, was just released on $14,000
bail pending appeal. The effort to raise the bail money was spearheaded by
Black Canadian communities, with contributions coming from countries in the
Caribbean and parts of Africa.

The defense of Black students at SGWU was one of the factors that helped
ignite the April 1970 revolutionary upheaval in Trinidad-Tobago.

Douglas and two others are fighting the convictions. Donations, statements
of support, and requests for information can be sent to: Black Students Asso-
ciation, Bank of Montreal, 920 Sherbrooke St. W., Montreal, Canada. (Checks
should be made out to February 11 Defense Fund.)

— DERRICK MORRISON
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" Who finances capitalist parties?

By DICK ROBERTS

One widely held belief about the two-
party system in this country is that
the Democratic and Republican par-
ties are so big that they depend on
millions of different individuals for
financial supp ort.

This is supposed to be one of the
reasons why the Democrats and Re-
publicans are not beholden to any par-
ticular group of financial backers.
Every election year, the two big par-
ties launch massive fund-raising
drives. They ask us for our dollars
and attempt to convince us that they
will represent us in Washington.

But the reality of the financing of
the capitalist parties is quite different
from this conception. Most of the mon-
ey that goes into financing the cam-
paigns of the Democrats and Repub-
licans comes directly from the owners
and directors of banks and industry,
and above all the heads of the big-
gest and most powerful capitalist
trusts —the Rockefellers, Fords, Mel-
lons and duPonts. And the amount
of money poured into capitalist cam-
paigns by these ruling-class financiers
is much bigger than official figures
suggest.

A revealing article in the May 17
New York Times by Richard Reeves
brings to light the financing of the
1968 presidential campaigns and the
financing so far of the campaigns of
Senators Muskie and McGovern, as
well as that of Rep. Paul N. McClos-
key Jr., who plans to challenge Nixon
in the Republican primaries.

Reeves writes that as much as $75-
million will be spent by Republican
and Democratic candidates before the
conventions in 1972. "The $75-million
estimate comes from the Citizens Re-
search Foundation of Princeton,
N.J.o. ..

"And there is a big difference in
spending and reports: In 1968, unre-
.eased studies of the foundation show
that $45-million was raised and spent
by Democratic and Republican can-
didates before the national conven-
tions and only $2-million of that ap-
peared on official reports filed with
the state and federal agencies.”

The foundation study completely
dismisses the concept that this money
is raised by many small contributors:
"Most of the millions to finance pri-
mary campaigns in 24 states next
year will come from what politicians
call 'the big givers'— people who con-
tribute from $1,000 to $1-million to
a campaign. . .

For example: "Stewart R. Mott Jr.,
son of the largest stockholder in Gen-
eral Motors, said he contributed
$210,000 to Eugene J. McCarthy, the
Minnesota Democrat, and $102,000
to Nelson A. Rockefeller in the 1968
preconvention period. . . .

"Mrs. John D. Rockefeller 3rd is list-
ed as having contributed $13,500 to
her stepson, Governor Rockefeller, al-
though she has paid federal gift taxes
on contributions of $1.5-million to his
1969 run. Martin Fife, a New York
leather goods maufacturer, who said
he gave $72,000 to Mr. McCarthy, is
not listed at all.”

How do the backers get around the
laws that are supposed to make the
political parties reveal their sources of
funds? Reeves gives a number of sug-
gestions: "Many contributions are
made surreptitiously by corporations.
. . . Many contributions are in cash.
'There are more black briefcases filled
with $10 bills than you'll ever know,'
said one noted fund raiser.

"'This floor has been covered with
money. People stayed up all night
creating phony committees by putting
$25 next to names in the Manhattan
phone book."'"

Reeves talked to Marvin D. Rosen-
berg, a New York businessman who
was the chief fund raiser for the 1968
Humphrey campaign. "You have to
have the money before the campaign
is underway to make any impact, to
do any traveling, hire any staff, buy
any television time,” said Rosenberg.

The fund raiser continued: "Small
givers don't help. You have to go to
a few rich people and the candidate
is under a direct or implied obliga-
tion to them."

Reeves lists "various members of the
duPont, Rockefeller and Mellon fam-
ilies" among the biggest contributors.
The list also includes: "W. Clement
Stone, president of Combined Insur-
ance Company of America, who says
he gave Mr. Nixon more that $500,-
000. . . . Helen Clay Frick of Pitts-
burgh. . . . John Hay Whitney, for-
mer publisher of The New York Her-
ald Tribune."

Reeves estimates the following 1971
campaign budgets and major back-
ers:

"Edmund S. Muskie of Maine — $1.2-
million — Arnold Picker, vice-president
of United Artists Corporation; Mat-
thew Liflander, former president of
Uniworld Corporation; Lionel Pincus,
president of E.M. Warburg & Co.;
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Morgan of Hudson

Review; Norman Redstone, a Boston
theater chain owner.

"George S. McGovern of South Da-
kota— $500,000 — Henry M. Kimmel-
man, a real estate owner in the city
[New York] and Virgin Islands; James
Kerr, president of AVCO Industries;
Robert J. Bernstein, president of Ran-
dom House; Carol Weil Haussaman.”

According to Reeves, Stewart Mott
and Martin Fife "have given 'token'
contributions to both Mr. McGovern
and Mr. McCloskey. . . ."

The financing of both parties by
the same ruling-class individuals and
families underscores the fraudulent
character of two-party capitalist poli-
tics. The New York Times reported
Sept. 20, 1970, that "The Ford Motor
Company was second [biggest contrib-
utor among corporations to the 1968
presidential campaign — D. R.] with 19
executives giving a total of $140,100

McGovern

—$87,100 to the Republicans and
$53,000 to the Democrats.

"Henry Ford 2d, chairman of the
board of Ford, gave the Democrats
$30,000 and the Republicans $7,-
250. ...

"Arthur K. Watson, vice-chairman
of the board and a director of IBM,
was third among the individual giv-
ers. He contributed a total of $54,875
to the Republicans and ignored the
Democrats. However Thomas J. Wat-
son, IBM board chairman, gave the
Democrats $21,000 and the Repub-
licans $7,875."

The tweedledum and tweedledee

character of capitalist politics thus be-
gins in the purse of the ruling-class.
The capitalists' main concern is to
keep capitalist politicians in office. It
is a secondary matter to them whether
they are Democrats or Republicans.

McCarfh

Muskie

Capitalist “peace’’ candidates depend on funds from

millionaires to run their campaigns.

Several AFL-CIO postal unions, representing 650,000 workers, charge unfair
labor practice against the new semicorporate U.S. Postal Service. The next
step normally is to submit this accusation of “‘bad faith” to the National La-
bor Relations Board.

Bernard Cushman, a Washington attorney hired by the AFL-CIO to nego-
tiate for the postal unions, says the Postal Service has failed to make a single
offer to improve wages and fringe benefits since negotiations began on Jan. 20.

Five postal unions have now voted to unite, forming the new AFL-CIO
American Postal Workers Union. One of the unions in the merger is the for-
merly independent National Postal Union.

Under the Postal Reform Act of 1970, the AFL-CIO wheedled formal “‘rec-
ognition,” but striking is still forbidden.

The remaining big independent union, the National Alliance of Postal and
Federal Employees, predominantly Black and talking militant, is excluded
from the negotiations.

The AFL-CIO Letter Carriers union has not yet joined the APWU, but of-
ficials say affiliation is being considered.

It was the Letter Carriers Branch 36 in New York and the Manhattan-Bronx
Postal Union (an affiliate of the old NPU) that started the nationwide postal
strike in March 1970.

Management’s stated view is that it cannot now make any offer on wages or
other monetary issues until other questions affecting ‘““managerial freedoms”
are resolved. Such “freedoms” are the right of management to eliminate jobs,
contract out work, and institute other technical and efficiency measures.

APWU President Francis Filbey, no militant, says, “Our members recog-
nized (after months of fruitless negotiations) that we must match strength with
strength, power with power, to be heeded.”
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The National Picket Line

The president of the Communication Workers of America, Joseph A. Beirne,
said on June 9 that a nationwide telephone strike is probable this year.

Last month, the union’s international executive committee ordered a refer-
endum strike vote among its 400,000 members. Result of this poll will be
announced at the CWA'’s convention, which begins June 14.

The union is demanding a 25 percent wage increase for all its members.
The American Telephone and Telegraph Co. and its affiliates are offering
only 11 percent for the first year and 3 percent increases for the following
two years.

Union officials also charge that the industry proposal would further “widen
wage differentials . . . between the North, South, East and West,”” which are
already far too wide.

Last month, a number of AT& T and Western Electric plants in New Jer-
sey, several hundred workers were locked out for being “‘improperly dressed.”
They appeared for work in sweat shirts with “Ma Bell’s Coolies” imprinted
fore and aft!

On June 9, W. A. Boyle, president of the United Mine Workers, told 150 dele-
gates from the union’s 23 districts that the executive board was planning to
ask for substantial wage increases, higher royalty payments to the welfare
and pension funds, and paid sick leave in the upcoming contract talks with
the bituminous coal industry. .

Boyle said the union ‘‘was asking for more because the coal industry can
afford more.”

Tougher negotiations are expected this year because the coal mining indus-
try is now primarily controlled by large oil companies, which, as the June 9
New York Times admits, ““have a record of hard bargaining with the unions.”

— MARVEL SCHOLL



Canadian
conference
of railroad
workers held

By DONALD McDONALD

KENORA, Ont.— Railroad workers in the U.S.
and Canada are making important progress to-
ward unification in the kind of movement that
has not been seen since the days of Eugene V.
Debs and the American Railway Union.

This was evident at the Western Canada meeting
of United Transportation Union locals here May
12, 13, and 14. About 150 UTU officers were
present, representing locals all the way west to
Vancouver, B. C., and east to such terminals as
Toronto and Hamilton.

Guest speakers included Jack Pickett, president of
the Council of Railway Unions, Edmonton district,
and Ed Heisler, Secretary of the UTU Right to
Vote Committee. Pickett is also a leader of the
UTU Canadian Autonomy Association. Heisler
comes from Chicago, where the Right to Vote
movement in the UTU began and maintains head-
quarters.

Discussion at the three-day conference showed
that Canadian rail workers are politically awaken-
ing, influenced by the New Democratic Party, Can-
ada's labor party. One conference participant re-
ported union discussions on such issues as the
Vietham war, socialism and women's liberation.

In Toronto and three other major Canadian
railroad terminals, UTU locals and other craft
unions have organized railroad workers councils.
These councils are democratic bodies with elected
delegates from the affiliated unions. Not sanctioned
by the top officials of the railroad unions, they are
the expression of opposition to the policies and
narrow craft-minded unionism of the bureaucracy.

Whether these councils can be organized on a
national basis in Canada remains to be seen. If
this happens, many here believe the Canadian
example can pass over the border to the United
States. Certainly this development will be discussed
at the UTU International Convention in Miami
Beach, Fla., beginning August 9.

The Kenora UTU conference adopted motions
different from its past tradition. For example, a
motion to send a telegram to the Canadian UTU
Negotiating Committee demanding a membership
ratification vote on the contract now being ne-
gotiated passed unanimously. .

Another motion, also adopted unanimously, was
to endorse and support at the UTU International
convention a constitutional change providing for
membership ratification votes on contracts. Canad-
ian locals will have approximately 200 of the
1,800 delegates at the convention and in the past
have voted as a bloc.

The talks by Pickett and Heisler were high points
of the conference. Pickett spoke about the councils

of rail workers and about the Canadian autonomy
association. He said there are too many railroad
unions in Canada and suggested that the councils
might be a way of uniting them. He also urged
Canadian autonomy from the U. S.-dominated In-
ternational, a very popular idea throughout the
Canadian movement.

Heisler was an invited guest from the U. S., and
as the Secretary of the UTU Right to Vote Com-
mittee he was listened to attentively. He spoke
about the basic problems of railroad workers on
both sides of the border. On unemployment, Heis-
ler pointed out that: '

"In the United States as in Canada, the railroads
have cut their work force to the bare bone. . . .
Today, we have in the United States 570,000 rail-
road workers, who are handling as much tonnage
as a million and a half handled only 20 years
ago. And I understand the same situation has
developed in Canada.

"The layoffs must be stopped. . . ."

Heisler raised the idea of a shorter workday as
a way of easing unemployment on the railroads:
"On the Penn Central out East the Railroad Di-
vision of the Transport Workers Union is demand-
ing a six-hour day at eight-hours' pay to spread
the work and create jobs. Why can't we in the
UTU make this same demand?" he asked.

The problem of inflation and the shrinking pay
check is as galling in Canada as in the U.S. Heis-
ler suggested that railroad workers demand an
escalator clause in their contract to lift wages auto-
matically with the rise in the cost of living.

Heisler blamed the present UTU leadership, Pres-
ident Charles Luna more than others, for failure
to stand up to railroad management and the gov-
ernment. Using the government-operated Amtrak
as an example, he said, "It was our President
Charles Luna who presided over the reduction of
passenger trains and crews in the United States.
Our International President Charles Luna is sitting
on the board of directors of the for-profit corpora-
tion now known as Amtrak and he has publicly
declared that UTU members must be willing to
engage in give and take on our work rules." But,
said Heisler, "we give away and the railroads take."

"Under Amtrak,” he continued, "our members in
passenger service are denied not only the right
to strike under the bill passed by Congress, but are
also denied any real collective bargaining rights.
Under this bill, one man, Secretary of Labor
Hodgson, has the power to dictate settlements. He
makes the decisions and we can't appeal them —
much less strike."

Heisler hopes these problems can be overcome
by transforming the UTU into a union controlled
by the membership, with the right of every member
to full voice and vote on every question. This is
the meaning of the Right to Vote Committee as
he explained it.

"The Right to Vote Committee has been in exis-
tence for over a year now," Heisler reported. "It
had modest beginnings in Chicago, the rail hub
of the U. S.

"It has ceased being an American committee. We
have received thousands of communications and
contributions from all over Canada and the United
States.”

Heisler expects UTU members everywhere to de-
mand changes in the union constitution. "To win
our rights we must make a final push in the few
remaining weeks before the convention. We must

circulate petitions, distribute fliers, and pass mo-
tions at local meetings demanding the right to vote
and instructing delegates to vote in favor of this
proposal at the convention. We must print RTVC
stickers ahd get them on thousands of boxcars and
print RTVC buttons. We must spread the message
from here to Nova Scotia, from Nova Scotia to
Mississippi, from Mississippi to California, from
California to British Columbia, from coast to coast
all over the North American continent. . . .

"Winning the right to vote is the first step in the
long-term fight to put control of the union where
it belongs, in the hands of the rank and file," Heis-
ler declared.

Finally, Heisler made it clear where he stands
on the autonomy movement in Canada: "I believe
the Canadian membership has the right to deter-
mine their own destiny without foreign control. If
the Canadian membership wants to be autono-
mous, I support and will fight for your right to
do that. . . .

"I hope that you decide to continue to demand
autonomy within the UTU, because the American
members need your help in changing the UTU."

Canadian railroad workers have not heard that
kind of talk from the present top officialdom of the
UTU.

Moyl-l4 conference sought wuys fo re-
vitalize unions in sick and neglected industry.

Court
upholds
selective
railroad
strikes
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By FRANK LOVELL

The U.S. Supreme Court declined
June 7 to review a lower court ruling
that permits the United Transporta-
tion Union to call selective strikes
against railroads. This, in effect, up-
holds the lower court ruling.

The following day, June 8, Penn
Central Transportation Co., the na-
tion's largest railroad —and bankrupt
— notified the UTU that the size of
train crews will be reduced July 15,
throwing 8,900 employees out of
work.

This coincidence of the Supreme
Court action and the Penn Central
decision to reduce its work force
marks the beginning of a new labor-
management relationship in this in-
dustry. Henceforth, the railroad
unions must assume responsibility for
what happens to its members. No
more are they able to palm off the
blame on court rulings and govern-
ment regulations that have outlawed
strikes.

How railroad workers can defend
themselves against the carriers is wide-
ly discussed now in the yards and at
union meetings.

At a recent UTU regional confer-
ence in Kenora, Ontario, (reported
elsewhere on this page) Ed Heisler,
Secretary of the UTU Right to Vote
Committee, spoke specifically about
the "selective strike" tactic, which now
seems to be legal. He predicted the
Supreme Court's ruling would favor
the union. But, he added, "Even if
the Supreme Court upholds the lower
court, the present leaders of the UTU
cannot carry out an effective strike.”

"A good example,” according to
Heisler, "is the Florida East Coast
Railroad where strikers have been out
for years and the railroad is run by
scabs.”" ‘' He claimed no sympathetic
strike action has been called by UTU
leaders, workers on other lines are not
asked to take such actions as work-
to-rules slow-downs to demonstrate
solidarity with the strikers, nor has

any financial assistance been offered.
"Many young rail workers have not
even heard of that strike,” he said.

In addition, Heisler said, "The rail-
roads have an antistrike fund set up
to insure the loss of any company
hit by a selective strike.

Heisler explained that the idea of
the RTVC is to include the member-
ship of UTU in all the problems and
affairs of UTU.

Meanwhile, the idea of railroad
management appears to be to involve
the government in all the problems
and affairs of this sick industry. On
June 10, Nixon met for an hour and
a half with 11 top railroad executives.

'No details about the meeting were

given, but it was reported that the
executives were asking for financial
aid.

The White House announced that
Nixon will meet soon with top officials
of rail unions. That meeting is called
to find out how much can be taken
away from the workers in order to
give more to management.
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Australian
women
organize

The June 13 New York Times carried
a report by Robert Trumbull on the
women's liberation movement in Aus-
tralia. His report indicates that the
movement there is both active and
growing.

While the movement is spreading to
other cities, it appears to be strongest
in Sydney, judging from his report.
One of the main groups, headquar-
tered in the Sydney suburb of Glebe,
is called the Glebe Group. It publishes
a monthly journal entitted Mejane,
named for an inversion of the line in
the Tarzan movies, "Me Tarzan, You
Jane." The subjects covered by the
journal, according to
ranged from "the Australian habit of
segregating by sexes at social gather-
ings to discriminatory employment
practices, official neglect of working
mothers, and rigid antiabortion laws."

According to Mejane, there are at
least 12 women's liberation groups in
the Sydney area, including one at each
of the city's three universities.

The March issue carries a headline
declaring that "Women's liberation in
Australia is not a freakish child of
America. We have our own traditions.”
The issue includes an article describ-
ing the movement for women's suf-
frage in Australia going back to the
1880s.

"The Glebe Group,” Trumbull re-
ports, "after a recent meeting, went to
a leading Sydney department store
that had a Mothers Day display. They
plastered the windows with posters
saying 'This Exploits Women,' 'Who
Makes the Most Out of Mothers Day?'
and 'Mothers Want Peace, Not Pres-
ents.'" ‘

Another women's liberation group
in Sydney stormed the New South
Wales Legislature with a petition for
repeal of the stiff law against abor-
tion," says Trumbull.

One group Trumbull mentions — the
Working Women's Group —meets in
the Sydney Trade Union Club.

One of the activities of university
women has been to invade the "men
only" pubs in Sydney.

Antiwar
protests

In ltaly

Demonstrations and other actions were
held in Italy April 24 in solidarity
with the Vietnamese struggle and the
mass antiwar demonstrations on the
same day in Washington, D. C., and
San Francisco. According to a report
in the June 14 Intercontinental Press,
demonstrations and teach-ins were
held in Rome, Cesena, Perugia,
Naples, Ancona, Taranto and Turin.

The Gruppi Comunisti Rivoluzionari
(GCR — Revolutionary = Communist

roups, the Italian Section of the
(Pourth International) supported all
of these actions. The Nucleo Comu-
nista Rivoluzionario "Soviet" ("Soviet"
Revolutionary Communist Nucleus),
Avanguardia Operaia (Workers Van-
guard), Unita Operaia (Workers Uni-
ty), and groups of American students
also supported the Rome action, which
drew three or four thousand people.
The Manifesto group also participated
in the action.

In addition to the GCR, the Unione

degli Studenti Palestinesi (Union of
Palestinian Students) supported the Pe-
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rugia action. One thousand students
and young workers participated in a
march in Turin called by the GCR
and Lotta Comunista (Communist
Struggle). Speakers from the two
groups, including Livio Maitan, a cen-
tral leader of the GCR, addressed a
rally following the Turin march.

Cops kill
students
In Iran

From Intercontinental Press

A communiqué issued by the shah's
police on May 25 claimed the capture
of two opponents of the regime and
the killing of four others in two sep-
arate gun battles in Teheran. The two
battles, according to the communiqué,
occurreéd six weeks apart.

All those killed and captured were

said to be part of a group of nine
persons that has been sought for two
months on charges of assassinating
the notorious military prosecutor,
General Ziaddin Farsiou.
. The nine were also linked with the
Siah Kal group, an underground or-
ganization thirteen of whose members
were executed on March 17 after an
armed clash in Siah Kal, a village
near the Caspian Sea.

The police said that Eskandar Sad-
egi-Nejad, Rahmatollah Peyronaziri,
and Ameer Parviz Pouyan had been
killed on May 24, and Javad Salahi
six weeks earlier. They claimed that
in each clash one person had been
wounded and arrested, but did not
give their names. Five policemen were
reported wounded in the May 24 fight.

In contrast with its reporting of the
two gun battles, SAVAK (the political
police) has not said anything about
the recent worker and student demon-
strations. The Iranian press has been
equally silent.

Travelers from Iran report that the.

number of workers killed near Karaj
during their march on Teheran in
early May is believed to be more than
ten. [See Intercontinental Press, May
24, page 474.]

They also report details of the strike
at the University of Teheran that
spread to other universities and re-
sulted in police occupation of the cam-
puses.

The immediate cause of the strike
was student opposition to the shah's
elaborate plans for the celebration in
October of 2,500 years of the Persian
monarchy. The regime is spending
huge amounts of money for the oc-
casion.

International committees have been
formed to publicize the "historic event."
In the United States, the committee
includes Richard Nixon, Spiro Agnew,
and Lyndon Johnson.

The students argued that a nation
as poor as Iran could find better uses
for the money that is being spent.
Their position has not been reported
in the press, but the repeated speeches
by the shah and his ministers in de-
fense of their plans indicate a wide-
spread opposition.

The shah's reaction to the strike,
sending in police who beat up students
and professors alike, indicates his de-
termination not to let his celebration
be spoiled.

He may have miscalculated. The
police invasion caused the faculty at
Aryamehr University —named after
one of the shah's titles, "light of the
Aryans"—to go on strike, demanding
withdrawal of the police and an apol-
ogy from the government.

The extent to which these demands
were met is not known, but such an
action by professors has been unheard
of since the early 1950s, particularly
at the shah's favored university.

Opposition leaflets are reportedly
being distributed in the schools, some-
times by putting them inside volley-

balls and throwing the balls into the

" schoolyards. SAVAK responded by

ordering students not to touch such
balls!

According to the May 26 airmail
edition of the Teheran daily Keyhan,
Javad Salahi and his friend were past-
ing leaflets on walls at 1:00 a.m. when
the police noticed them. The paper
claimed that the two then fired at the
police. The SAVAK communiqué said
nothing about Salahi putting up leaf-
lets.

There were also contradictions be-
tween the police report of the May 24
killings and the eyewitness accounts
printed in Keyhan May 25. According
to these accounts, three people, two
men and one woman, were moving
furniture into an apartment they had
just rented when the clash with the
police began. No one mentioned more
than these three persons being in-
volved. Yet the three names of the
slain in the police communiqué are
all those of men.

There were other inconsistencies. On
May 27 Keyhan reported for the first
time that two children were killed in
the clash. Naturally the fatal bullets
had been fired by the "outlaws."”

The same issue of the paper car-
ried contradictory reports on the death
of the children. One account said they
had immediately been rushed to the
hospital in a police ambulance. Their
parents said that they had taken the
wounded children home and had not
been able to get them to a hospital
until one and a half hours later, when
the shooting stopped.

The lateness of the report and the
contradictions it contains indicate that
SAVAK may have distorted the facts

'in order to discredit the "outlaws."”

Other inconsistencies that slipped
past SAVAK's censors included the
time when the clash occurred and its
duration, which was variously report-
ed as a few minutes and one and a
half hours.

These contradictions may indicate
that SAVAK invented a "battle” in or-
der to justify killing the three.

Abortion
foes lose
in Calif.

By BOBBY DEUR

SAN FRANCISCO — Pro-abortion
forces in California won a victory
June 7 when four of five bills that
would have made it virtually impos-
sible for women to obtain so-called
therapeutic abortions were defeated in
the Assembly Health Committee. Sev-
eral religious and right-wing groups
mobilized their membership for the
public hearings on the bills, which
were attended by around 900 persons.

The proposed bills would have pro-
hibited the use of saline solution to
induce abortion (the most common
method used in pregnancies of longer
than 12 weeks); any abortions at all
after 10 weeks; abortions for reasons
of the mother's mental health if she
was not under a psychiatrist's care
before becoming pregnant; and abor-
tions for women who had not sub-
mitted to mandatory "counseling” ses-
sions to inform them of their "alterna-
tives."

The committee chairman made clear
his support of these bills by extending
time allowed for antiabortion witness-
es to two hours, and attempting to cut
off negative testimony after one hour.
By that point, only male physicians
and one lawyer had been heard in
opp osition to the bills, and cries from
the floor of "Let's hear from a wom-
an!" forced the committee to hear two
female witnesses.

The bill reported out to the full leg-

islature would prevent the physician

who originally recommends a woman
for an abortion from serving on the

three-doctor hospital committee that
must approve each abortion. (A wom-
an's private physician is assumed to
be "biased,” although many doctors
whose personal and religious beliefs
lead them to oppose abortions are
nevertheless considered sufficiently
"impartial" to sit on the committee.)

In earlier action, the Assembly
Health Committee favorably reported
out a bill to permit nurses to refuse
to assist in performing abortions.

The forces behind these outrageous
bills fared rather poorly during the
hearings. Their principal witness on
the use of saline solution, for example,
who described in some detail the al-
leged "pain" the fetus suffers from this
method of abortion, had introduced
himself as a scientist engaged in re-
search only to be revealed under ques-
tioning to be an electrical engineer!

The ease with which these bills were
killed clearly shows that the gains
women have made cannot easily be
rolled back. At the same time, Cali-
fornia women will continue to demand
complete repeal of the state's abortion
law.

Black
students
winh vote

By ERNIE HARSCH
DETROIT — Black students mobilized
for the June 1-2 elections to the Stu-
dent-Faculty Council at Wayne State
University and to student boards of
five of the university's colleges, and
swept into all of the positions.

While independent Black students
took five of the contested seats on the
student boards and one of the seats

- on the S-FC, the other nine S-FC po-

sitions were won by the Association
of Black Students.

The first groups to enter the cam-
paign, three weeks prior to the elec-
tions, were the Socialist Action Slate
and Party 1. On the SAS were seven
members of the Young Socialist Al-
liance and two antiwar activists from
the Student Mobilization Committee.
Party 1 was a liberal coalition.

The platform of the SAS called for:
opening up the financial books to al-
low students to decide whether the pro-
posed tuition hike of 20 percent is
necessary; turning over university fa-
cilities and money to the antiwar
movement; ending FBI surveillance
of students; equal rights for gay peo-
ple; a women's study program;-abor-.
tion referral; free 24-hour child-care.:
centers; birth control information and
contraceptives -at the campus health.:
center; full Black, Chicano and Na- :
tive-American : study programs con- -
trolled by the students and faculty of .
those programs; and open admissions °

~ and full scholarships for Blacks, Chi- ..

canos and Native Americans.

Although the SAS received only 10 .
percent of the votes —about 300 per
candidate —the wide distribution of its
platform had a great influence on the
campaign of the Association of Black :
Students.

When ABS distributed its program,
on the first day of the elections, the
program called for full rights for
Black organizations, for full Black,
Chicano and Native-American study
programs, for opening up the univer-
sity's financial books to the student
body, for open admissions and full
scholarships to Blacks, Chicanos and
Native Americans, and for an end to
police harassment of Blacks.

Outside of all-Black campuses, WSU
has one of the largest Black student
populations in the country. Of about
35,000 students, 17.7 percent are
Black.

After relative quiescence, the June
1-2 elections may mark the beginning
of an extensive mobilization of Black
students here.



Hugo Gonzales Moscoso, leader of
the POR (Partido Obrero Revolucion-
ario— Revolutionary Workers Party,
the Bolivian Section of the Fourth
International), gave the following in-
terview in late April to Jean-Pierre
Beauvais of the French Trotskyist
weekly Rouge. Intercontinental Press
translated the interview from the May
17 Rouge.

Question: How would you charac-
terize the present situation in Bolivia?

Answer: Since Torres came to pow-
er, the situation has been marked by
great instability. Ovando's exit was a
clear manifestation of the disintegra-
tion of the Bolivian regime and of the
only organization still capable of de-
fending the interests of the local bour-
geoisie and imperialism — the army,
or rather the army-party, inasmuch
as this is the role it really plays.

Totally discredited by his daily
clashes with workers and students,
Ovando had to be replaced. However,
despite the advice of the American em-
bassy, the military chiefs could not
agree on a substitute. The support
Torres enjoyed from the workers and
students enabled him to win out. The
armed forces then apparently re-
grouped around Torres under the slo-
gan "no victors and no vanquished.”

This development, in fact, accelerat-
ed the crisis in the armed forces, which
are now split into two, if not several,
factions. The right wing is entirely
manipulated by the State Department
and the CIA and by their Brazilian
military hirelings. On the other hand,
a nationalist wing, which, as an added
attraction, claims to be revolutionary,
is trying to follow a policy of bour-
geois reform that involves making sec-
ondary concessions to the mass move-
ment, with the evident aim of co-opting
it.

One thing must be clearly under-
stood, however. Despite the divisions
that have weakened it, in the last anal-
ysis the army, the military party of
the bourgeoisie, still holds power. [Em-
phasis in the original. — IP] Thus, the
attempted coup January 10 and the
recent events in Santa Cruz province
must be viewed in the context of the
split in the armed forces.

As regards the attempted coup Jan-
uary 10, of course, the facts are quite
clear. The officers implicated in this
affair are notorious CIA stooges.

The aborted coup in Santa Cruz is
interesting, inasmuch as it revealed
some very precise plans worked out
by the imperialists. The province of
Santa Cruz covers more than a third
of the country's territory. Unlike the
other regions, it is a zone of plains
and forests extending uninterruptedly
into Brazil.

The principal economic activity is
carried on by the big tropical plan-
tations, but the mineral and petroleum
resources, unexploited in the main, are
enormous. With the direct participa-
tion of officers and agents of the neigh-
boring Brazilian regime, the imperial-
ists tried to lay the groundwork for a
separatist movement in this province,
a movement that would base itself on
the big landowners.

The imperialists were not aiming
for an immediate success. They will
carry out their plans if the revolution-
ary forces take power in La Paz. The
March operation, in which some mili-
tary leaders laid siege to the provin-
cial capital, organizing demonstra-
tions of planters and agricultural
workers —who in this type of large
landholding system are bound to their
employers like slaves to masters — was
intended to put Torres on notice and
blackmail him with a threat of seces-
sion by the province . . . Everything
was directly stage-managed by Wash-
ington and Brasilia.

Q. What is Torres's position toward
the sectors of the army hostile to him?

A, Torres is not a "comrade,” that
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is, an ally of the popular forces, as
some reformists and, above all, the
Bolivian Communist partywould have
us believe. Basically he represents and
defends his caste —the army — as part
of his job of defending the class to
which he belongs, the bourgeoisie. In
this sense, he has had one clear objec-
tive since he came to power — toreunite
the armed forces and, of course, re-
unite them around himself. All his
efforts, all his steps pursue this aim.
Of course, in the face of a mass mo-
bilization of the workers, students, and
certain sectors of the peasantry, he is
forced to compromise . . . but that is

" there.

res government. When they arrived in
La Paz, they went, still armed, to the
presidential palace and demonstrated
They offered a very strange
type of support.

For several hours the miners dem-
onstrated, shouting "Down With Ima
perialism,” "Long Live Che," "Social-
ism Yes, Betrayal No," "Long Live
the Guerrillas" . .. Torres did not
dare come out, as they called on him
to do. Finally he made a speech heav-
ily larded with demagogy. Unsatis-
fied, the miners continued to demon-
strate. At last, after twenty-four hours,
they agreed, under the pressure of

Interview
with Bolivian
revolutionary

Bolivian President Torres represents and defends
his caste, the army.

only a technical step necessitated by
the weakness of this regime. And he
hopes, once the unity of the armed
forces is restored, to bring the mass
movement to heel.

For our part, we do not think that
Torres will achieve his objective. The
fissures in the army are too wide.
The right-wing officers and the Amer-
ican services are too mistrustful of
Torres, who, they think, is a captive
of the worker and student mobiliza-
tion. The most probable outlook is
for a right-wing coup d'etat sweeping
him away rather rapidly and for a
severe repression to follow.

Q. What is the attitude of the work-
ing class toward Torres and perspec-
tives like that?

A. One thing is clear.- While they
support Torres against threats of an
extreme right coup d'etat, the most
combative and advanced sectors of
the working class do this only half-
heartedly. In reality, they are strug-
gling to impose their own solution to
the Bolivian crisis, that is, a workers'
and peasants' government that would
be definitely and concretely anti-impe-
rialist and socialist.

The history of these last months in
Bolivia indicates this fact clearly.
Thus, at the time of the January 10
coup, about 4,000 miners came to La
Paz from the mining regions. They
came in trucks with large stocks of
dynamite expropriated in the mines.
Officially, they came to defend the Tor-

some of their union leaders and
thanks to some "economic” concessions
by Torres, to return to the mines. This
is one example among many indicat-
ing the mood of the Bolivian working
class today.

But we must also take account of
the attitude of the reformist union lead-
ers and the Communist party. They
are supporting Torres. And all their
activity is taken up in maneuvering
to channelize the energy of the masses
and the mass movement into support-
ing the regime.

This atfitude is reflected very con-
cretely in the matter of arming the
workers. This problem is on the agen-
da, and the consciousness of the work-
ers themselves has reached the point
where they raise it every day. The
forms taken by the demonstration I
have just described are a clear indica-
tion of this. )

The reformist or CP leaders continu-
ally evade this question and try to
divert this tendency, this demand,
which would be a powerful asset for
the workers when the time comes for
them to impose their own solution
and stop playing the role of arbiter
between two factions of the army, an
extremely dangerous role and one
which they will not long be allowed to
play, as we have seen. In attempting
to carry out their policy, the reformist

- leaders have the advantage of not in-

considerable influence and even a cer-
tain prestige. Let us not forget that
they were the victims of severe re-
pression in the previous period.

Q. Much has been said about the
People's Assembly, which, notably,
was formed after the January 10 coup
d’etat. What is the POR's position with
regard to it?

A. This assembly was formed in the
confusion at the time of the unsuccess-
ful right-wing coup d'etat of January
10. It tended to try to become a work-
ers' parliament, taking charge of or-
ganizing the response to the actions
of the extreme right. As early as last
October, we advanced the idea of form-
ing such an organization in our pro-
paganda work. This idea was, in fact,
taken up by many other sectors of the
Bolivian left.

Confronted with the development of
the People's Assembly, and once the
danger of the rightist coup was passed,
Torres took an extremely defensive
attitude. Eventually, he chose to try to
co-opt it. He took up a series of de-
mands raised by the People's Assem-
bly and granted it official recognition.

In the People's Assembly, which in-
cludes all the leftist parties and unions,
the COB [Central Obrera Boliviana —
Bolivian Labor Federation] plays the
decisive role.

Thus, several positions have been
expressed within the People's Assembly
as to this body's future and what per-
spectives should be set for it.

The right, that is the reformists, up-
hold the idea that the People's Assem-.
bly should put itself at Torres's ser-
vice, support his policy, and abdicate
all powers of its own.

One centrist-type position calls for
having the People's Assembly play
the role of a bourgeois parliament,
that is, keep a check on the executive
branch.

The left wing, to which the POR be-
longs, has developed the idea that the
People's Assembly should be a body
that would discuss national problems
and solutions for them but would
leave the power in the hands of the
mass organizations (unions and pop-
ular militia or people's army).

The situation is quite different to-
day, in fact. The People's Assembly
is hardly more than a kind of nation-
al parliament where the most impor-
tant sectors of society are represented.
The working class has a certain per-
centage of the seats, along with the
peasants and the middle classes. Fur-
thermore, every organization that par-
ticipated in the "People's Command"
set up at the time of the [October 1970]
coup d'etat has two representatives. It

.must also be noted that the People's

Assembly does not meet regularly
enough to be able to organize the
popular forces.

In the present situation, thus, its
perspectives are extremely limited. An
acute political crisis might revive it,
but that is not certain. The POR com-
rades in the People's Assembly, wheth-
er they represent the party directly or
some union, hold no illusions. They
are using the People's Assembly as a
forum, as a platform. That is all.

Q. In the present situation what ac-
tivities is the POR carrying on and
what perspectives is it following?

A. In the present context, the party's
work follows two main lines. On the
one hand, we are striving to link our-
selves with the masses and, over and
above this, increase our forces. On the
other, we are preparing internally for
future confrontations, as a revolu-
tionary party must do in a situation
such as we have analyzed and in line
with the developments that we expect
to occur.

- To pursue these two tasks at the
same time, to combine them, is an
extremely difficult thing. Under the
Ovando government the party operat-
ed in completely clandestine conditions
and was totally absorbed in armed
work. Since last November, after To-
rres came to power, we have been able
to redevelop our legal work aimed at

Continued on page 22
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In Review

The Third International After Lenin by Leon
Trotsky. Introduction by Gus Horowitz. Path-
finder Press. New York, 1970. 346 pp. $7.95
cloth. $2.95 paper.

Originally written in 1928, this book contains
the most comprehensive statement of the ideas
of the Trotskyist Left Opp osition to Stalinism con-
ceived at that time. In form, it is a criticism of
the draft program of the Communist International
presented to the Sixth Congress of that body by
Stalin and Bukharin and adopted by it. At the
time, Trotsky had been expelled from the Com-
munist International and the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union and exiled to Alma Ata in
Soviet Asia.

Among the important features of this book is
the analysis of the historical situation in which
we are still living. The author entitled this sec-
tion "Strategy and Tactics in the Imperialist
Epoch." He writes, "Prior to the war [First World
War], we spoke only of the tactics of the prole-
tarian party; this conception conformed adequate-
enough to the then prevailing trade-union, par-
liamentary methods which did not transcend the
limits of the day-to-day demands and tasks. By
the conception of tactics is understood the system
of measures that serves a single current task or
a single branch of the class struggle. Revolution-
ary strategy on the contrary embraces a com-
bined system of actions which by their associa-
tion, consistency, and growth must lead the prole-
tariat to the conquest of power."

This methodological contrast between tactics and
strategy, between practical, everyday tasks of the
party, on the one hand, and the general under-
standing of the broad historical and strategic
t-sks, on the other, should serve to educate revo-
lutionaries on the fundamental way to proceed.
Particularly appropriate to our own times are
the lessons to be drawn from this section. Among
them is the necessity first to determine the nature
of the period before going over to elaborating
specific tactics. A common mistake made is to
reverse this process.

Although written many years ago, the freshness
of Trotsky's basic ideas is consistent throughout.
For example, he writes, "The explosive character
of this new epoch, with its abrupt changes of the
political flows and ebbs, with its constant spas-
modic class struggle between fascism and com-
munism, is lodged in the fact that the international
capitalist system has already spent itself and is
no longer capable of progress as a whole [em-
phasis in the original]. This does not mean to
imply that individual branches of industry and
individual countries are incapable of growing and
will not grow any more, and even at an unprec-
edented tempo. Nevertheless, this development pro-
ceeds and will have to proceed to the detriment
of the growth of other branches of industry and
of other countries." This stands today as a most
accurate description of the reality of our times.
From this analysis the author drew certain con-
clusions, especially probing the series of defeats
of the international revolution from 1918 to 1928.
These defeats contain very valuable lessons for
present-day revolutionaries and must be studied
carefully.

‘Socialism in one country’

In the first section of the book, Trotsky ana-
lyzes the Stalinist theory of socialism in one coun-
try. This theory first appeared in the Soviet Com-
munist Party after Lenin's death in 1924. It at-
tempts to reverse the traditional internationalis?
approach to the proletarian revolution bu reduc-
ing the problem of building a socialist society
to a single country, in this case the Soviet Union.
Trotsky goes deeply into the false premises for this
theory and also extensively quotes Lenin's ideas
on the subject.

The author predicted that the adoption of this
theory, among other things, would lead to "the
disintegration of the Comintern along the lines
of social-patriotism.” "Social-patriotism" is the term
coined by Lenin to describe the capitulation of
social-democratic parties during World War I to
supporting the capitalist war policies of their gov-
ernments. How accurate this prediction has
worked out to be can now be seen in not only
the disintegration of the Comintern but its com-
plete disappearance. Moreover, the constituent par-
ties of the former Communist International are
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today, in many cases, at loggerheads with one
another and have even clashed militarily, as was
recently the case with China and Russia.

One does not have far to look for signs of so-
cial-patriotism in the various Communist parties;
it dominates the ideas of all the major parties
in the world: the French, the Italian, the English
and American, to name several of the most prom-
inenet. The cover for the abandonment of revo-
lutionary ideas and practices is the current theory
of "peaceful coexistence,” which sounds good but
is nothing more than a complete surrender to
the continued existence of the capitalist system.

Another valuable part of this book is the anal-
ysis of ultraleftism, a disease that afflicted several
Communist parties in the 1920s. The understand-
ing of this tendency is important for the present
generation of revolutionaries because the disease
is rampant in many countries. In the United States,
there are about a half-dozen groups of one kind
or another that can be classified as ultraleftist.
Some of these are serious groups that are only
attracted to ultraleftism because of a lack of ex-
perience. Trotsky's writings should be especially
instructive for such militants. There are others
that exhibit the traits of congential ultraleftism
and sectarianism. :

tional bourgeoisie that the party and mass orga-
nizations it led were unable to resist the onslaught
of the reactionary military cliqgue which deposed
Sukharno and slaughtered several hundreds of
thousands of Indonesians.

Other colonial and former colonial peoples who
have problems similar to those of China in the
1920s and Indonesia at the present time can learn
much from Trotsky's analysis of the Chinese rev-
olution of 1925-27 and why it was defeated. This
holds good for many nations in Asia, Africa and
Latin America, for the majority of humankind
that still suffers from economic underdevelopment
and imperialist expoitation.

Zigzags of Comintern

The third section of the book is in the form
of a letter addressed to the Sixth Congress of the
Comintern. It deals extensively with the history
of the International since Lenin's death in 1924
and describes the twists and turns in official Com-
munist policies. Trotsky explains how the Stalinist
right wing in the Comintern influenced the Ger-
man Communists to follow a conservative policy
in that country that led to missing a revolutionary
situation. This was followed with a swing to the
left that led to adventuristic policies in Bulgaria

“The policy of forcing the Chinese Communist Party to subordinate itself to the bourgeois
Kuomintang led to the murder of many of the most stalwart Communists and the dispersal
of the revolutionary forces for two decades.” Photo shows Shanghai militants facing firing
squad following defeat of 1927 revolution.

Chinese revolution

A special section of the book is devoted to the
Chinese Revolution of 1925-1927 and its defeat.
In it, the author examines the false policies im-
posed upon the young Communist Party of China
by the Stalinized Communist International, pol-
icies that led to the defeat of the revolution, the
murder of many of the most stalwart Commu-
nists, and the dispersal of the revolutionary forces
for a period of two decades. The policy of forcing
the Chinese Communist Party to subordinate it-
self to the bourgeois Kuomintang, led by Chiang
Kai-shek, to give up any independent activity, to
go no further than the Kuomintang leaders want-
ed, was inspired by Stalin and Bukharin, who
were the architects of the historic defeat suffered
by China in 1927.

Because the lessons of the Chinese revolution
and its defeat were never studied and assimilated
by many who looked upon themselves as Com-
munists, heavy defeats have also been inflicted
upon revolutionaries in other countries. Outstand-
ing in this respect is the annihilation of the Indo-
nesian Communists in 1965. This party supported
the bourgeois nationalist regime of Sukharno and
in essence repeated all the fatal policies of 1927
in China. These policies were approved by the
Mao leadership in China as well as the leaders of
the Soviet Union. By subordinating the interests
of the Indonesian masses to the needs of the cap-
italists, the Indonesian Communist Party, which
was a massive organization, failed to show the
way to a revolutionary solution of the nation's
problems. In addition, the dependence upon Suk-
harno, who was essentially similar to Chiang Kai-
shek, created such illusions in the role of the na-

and elsewhere. When this period, 1924 and 1925,
had run its course, a new shift to the right was
carried out, principally in China. This led to the
defeat of the Chinese revolution.

At the time of the Sixth Congress, a swing to
the left was once more indicated, one that would
result in the defeat and expulsion of the Bukharin
faction the following year. This became an ultra-
leftward swing destined to last until Hitler's viec-
tory in Germany in 1933 and, in fact, was the
main reason for this outcome of the struggles
in Germany.

Only parts of Trotsky's book were translated
and presented to the Program Commission at the
Congress. The letter was omitted entirely. Serving
on the commission were James P. Cannon and
Maurice Spector, delegates from the American and
Canadian Communist parties respectively. They
were deeply influenced by the ideas they read in
Trotsky's criticism and took copies of the docu-
ment back to North America, where they orga-
nized support for Trotsky's program. They were
expelled from their organizations for daring to
challenge Stalin's monolithic control of the Com-
munist International and all the parties in it. Thus
the Trotskyist movements in the United States
and Canada were founded.

In a new introduction to the book, Gus Horo-
witz provides many instructive details of important
political events that came after 1928 that are re-
lated to the issues Trotsky wrote about. His con-
clusion —that these questions are by no means
outdated but on the contrary entirely pertinent
and valuable for the present revolutionary gen-
eration and those to come— is completely justified.

— MILTON ALVIN



Child-care
drive
opened

By EVELYN CLARK

CAMBRIDGE, Mass.— A drive to col-
lect 3,400 registered voters' signatures
by Sept. 1 to place a child-care ref-
erendum on the ballot here in Novem-
ber was kicked off by the Cambridge
Child-Care Referendum Committee at
a June 3 news conference.

The petition drive is part of a cam-
paign to win free, 24-hour child-care
under parent and community control
for the citizens of Cambridge. A gen-
eral meeting of the New England
Women's Coalition last February ini-
tiated the campaign, which has subse-
quently been endorsed by the New
England Congress to Unite Women
that met at Harvard in March and
was attended by 800 women.

The committee here hopes to make
child care a central issue in the elec-
tions by placing the referendum on the
ballot. Following the news conference,
a June 5 community forum on child
care was held at the First Baptist
Church in Cambridge, involving
about 100 people.

The forum heard speeches from Meg
Klein, a member of the Radical Day
Care Action Group and theGovernor's
Task Force on Industry and Day
Care; Louisa Howe, Ph.D., professor
of clinical psychology at Harvard
Medical School; Nancy Williamson of
Female Liberation; and Sarah Ulman,
Socialist Workers Party candidate for
City Council.

Dr. Howe debunked the argument
that "funds are not available” by point-
ing out that the cost is ultimately paid

instead to finance juvenile detention
centers and drug rehabilitation centers.
Williamson said the referendum was a
step toward achieving a better en-
vironment for children while affording
women the opportunity "to work, to be
educated, to participate in society.”
Ulman declared that the SWP
"wholeheartedly endorses thechild-care
referendum,” and she challenged the

.candidates of other parties to offer

the same kind of active support.

Women and children in Cambridge
suffer from the present desperate child-
care situation here. The small number
of centers currently operating are set
up on an eight-hour basis, ignoring
the problems of women who work
nights or those who wish to be active
in community events, avail themselves
of additional training, or continue
their education in the hours after work.

The access of everyone who needs
child care to adequate facilities can on-
ly be guaranteed by free programs,
and the programs must be controlled
by those who use them in order to
assure satisfactory care for the chil-
dren.

Initial endorsers of the referendum
effort include the Riverside Planning
Team, Female Liberation, the East-
ern Chapter of the National Organi-
zation for Women, the New England
Women's Coalition, and the Black and
Third World Women's Liberation Al-
liance.

These groups and others will cam-
paign for active participation by as
many people as possible. The cam-
paign's educational effect should help
lay the groundwork for further efforts
to secure the kind of free, 24-hour
child care that is called for in the
proposed referendum.

School
ceremony
hits war

By JACK MacKAY

DETROIT— On June 10, the Student
Mobilization Committee held a dem-
onstration at the graduation ceremo-
nies at Andover High School in
Bloomfield Hills, a wealthy suburb.

This was a new situation for the
Bloomfield Hills Police Department.
Before the event, the organizers of the
action were pulled out of class many
times to confer with the superintendent
of schools, the principal, and police
officers. Their chief concern was the
"safety" of the keynote speaker at the
ceremonies, Edward N. Cole, presi-
dent of one of the biggest war profi-
teers—the General Motors Corpora-
tion.

On the evening of the demonstration,
there were six uniformed police, a
great number of plainclothesmen, in-
cluding three on the roof of the school,
and a police dog. One incident oc-
cured when an enraged man attacked
two demonstrators and attempted to
destroy a huge banner reading:
"United States Out of Southeast Asia
Now." The police refused to take the
man's name or allow demonstrators
to file a complaint.

The demonstration consisted of 35
pickets, while 50 to 60 sympathetic
graduates wore black armbands and
antiwar buttons on their gowns.

The graduates face the choice
of either fighting and dying in an
immoral war, joining the ranks of the
unemployed, giving 78 percent of their
tax dollars to the war, or working
to end the war. The demonstrators
urged the latter alternative.
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Protests
at ‘Rose
Festival’

By NICOLEE BRORSEN

PORTLAND, Ore. — This city's annual
Rose Festival was marked this year
by women's liberation and antiwar
protests. Targets of the protests were
the "Rose Queen" beauty contest and
U. S. warships that visit the Portland
harbor for the celebration.

The "Rose Queen" is chosen from
among "Rose Princesses” elected at
each of the city's high schools, but
this year students at Adams High
School voted three to one against elect-
ing a beauty contest candidate. Femi-
nists at Lincoln High were denied their
request for a referendum on the ques-
tion.

Feminists and male supporters dis-
tributed leaflets and carried picket
signs at the "coronation" of the "Rose
Queen." Signs read "Beauty Contests
are Human Meat Markets" and "Dis-
play Roses— Not Women." One male
supporter, Larry Birkner, was arrest-
ed for passing out leaflets to people
lined up to purchase tickets to the
coronation. A local American Civil
Liberties Union attorney, Carl Neil,
has said the charge will very likely
be dropped when Birkner's case comes
to court.

The mayor seized upon plans of
the Rose Festival Peace Committee to
use small crafts to block warships
from entering the harbor as a pretext
to declare a state of civil disorder.
However, there was little disorder, and
the antiwar group also held a street
dance to which sailors were invited.
Many sailors responded to the invita-
tion.

~women

Continved from page 5
sciousness necessary to struggle for
free abortions.

To implement the proposals that
were voted on at the meeting, an in-
terim working committee, to consist
of one representative from each group

and to be open to all women who .

wish to attend, was set up. Women
who want to be notified about the
meetings of the working committee or
want to receive information on the
upcoming national conference should
contact the Committee for a Women's
National Abortion Coalition, 137-A
West 14 St. (3rd floor), New York,
N.Y. 10011, or phone (212) 924-
0894.

..\Mexico

Continved from page 24

day by Mexico City Mayor Alfonso
Martinez Dominguez, a representative
of the press corps delivered an official
protest against the Hawks' attacks on
journalists.

Martinez Dominguez answered: "In
the street, they talk about 'gorillas,’
'hawks,' . . . and other such names
created by the fantasy of the people
to express certain aspects of their
thought, their imagination. ... But
the government has no special forces
except the public security bodies you
are all familiar with." He attributed
the clashes to "philosophically antag-
onistic" and ‘"dogmatic" campus
groups.

"The mayor lamented," La Prensa
reported, "that violence had arisen
among groups whose passions are
uncontrolled by discipline, reason, or
authority."
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-.B. Desh

Continved from page 24
fered dried milk and other supplies
to help the Pakistani government.

None of these "humanitarian" deeds
can cover over the complicity of the
U.S., Indian and Chinese govern-
ments in the genocide of the Bengali
people. Both the U.S. and China pro-
vided the military hardware used in
the Pakistani invasion. The Gandhi
government, which is complaining
about the cost of maintaining the ref-
ugees — about 40 cents per day for
the one-half of the refugees on Indian
subsidies —refused to give material or
military aid, or even to recognize Ban-
gla Desh, in fear of the consequences
of a Bengali national liberation move-
ment on India itself.

The complicity of these governments
in what must be recognized as one of
the greatest genocidal massacres in
human history points to the bankrupt-
cy of capitalist, Stalinist, and Gan-
dhian "humanitarianism."

NPAC

Continued from page 3

Prof. George Wald; Ernest Mazey,
Michigan ACLU; Earl Stout, interna-
tional vice-president of American Fed-
eration of State, County and Munici-
pal Employees; Grady Glenn, presi-
dent, Frame Unit, UAW Local 600;
three members of ti ' Cleveland City
Council; Craig Morgan, student body
president of Kent State University;
Jack Baker, gay student body presi-
dent at the University of Minnesota;
Troy Perry, Metropolitan Community
Church in Los Angeles; Wendell
Young, president, Retail Clerks Local
1357 in Philadelphia; the D. C. Chap-

ter of the Women's International
League for Peace and Freedom; Fed-
eral Employees for Peace; and the
Concerned Officers' Movement.

In addition, it was announced at
the Steering Committee meeting that
among those who had agreed to ad-
dress the opening session of the con-
vention on Friday evening, July 2,
were Sen. Vance Hartke\; Victor Reu-
ther; Bob Muller, Vietnam veteran;
Debbie Bustin, national coordinator
of the Student Mobilization Committee;
and David Livingston, president of
District 65, Distributive Workers
union.

The convention will give special em-
phasis to a series of workshops to be

"Photo by Howard Petrick

organized by different constituencies
of the antiwar movement. Some of the
workshops planned are: labor, gays,
Blacks, Puerto Ricans, Chicanos, stu-
dents, women, clergy, and GIs and
veterans. In addition, any group or
individual can request a workshop on
any subject.

Information on the convention can
be obtained from NPAC, 150 5th
Ave., New York, N. Y. 10010.

Registration for the convention will
be $6 for adults, $3 for college stu-
dents, and $2 for junior high and
high school students. Registration be-
gins at 6 p.m. on Friday, July 2,
at Hunter College, 695 Park Avenue
(68th St.) in New York City.

Photo by Jon Britton

Senator Vance Hartke, shown speaking at May 5
New York rally, and Debby Bustin, shown speak-
ing in Washington, D.C., April 24, will address

July 2-4 antiwar convention.
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Calendar

AMHERST, MASS.
COMMUNITY RADIO WORKSHOP. A radical analysis
of current issues. Every Friday night from 7:30-8:30
p.m. on WFCR-FM, 88.5. WFCR can be heard in near-
ly all of western New England and eastern New York
State. Also on WMUA-FM, 91.1,, on Tuesdays from
6:30-7:30 p.m.

BOSTON
SOCIALIST WORKERS CAMPAIGN '71 meets every
Thursday, 7 p.m. at 295 Huntington Ave., Room 307.
Tel: 536-6981. You are invited!

BROOKLYN, N.Y.
THE GREAT TENANT ROBBERY. Speaker: Will Reissner,
Socialist Workers Party. Fri., June 25, 8:30 p.m. at
136 Lawrence St. (corner of Willoughby). Contribution:
31, h.s. students 50c. Ausp. Militant Labor Forum. For
further information, call 596-2849.

CHICAGO
MILITANT LABOR FORUM. A weekly forum on topics
of revolutionary interest, including the women's lib-
eration, antiwar, labor and socialist movements. Fri-
days, 8 p.m. at 180 N. Wacker Drive, Room 310.
Donation: $1, h.s. students 75c. Call 641-9408 for
further details.

NEW YORK: LOWER MANHATTAN
CHRISTOPHER STREET '71: A panel of gay activists on
the ing of the Christopher Street d trations
Fri., June 25 8:30 p.m. at 706 Broadway (near 4th
St.), Eighth Floor. Contribution: $1, h.s. students 50c.
Ausp. Militant Labor Forum. For further information,
call 982-6051.

NEW YORK: UPPER MANHATTAN

WHY AMERICA NEEDS A SOCIALIST REVOLUTION.
Speaker: Andrew Pulley, Socialist Workers Party and
o founding member of Gls United at Ft. Jackson,.S.C.
Fri., June 25, 8:30 p.m. at 2744 Broadway (106th St.),
Second Floor. Contribution: $1, h.s. students 50¢c. Ausp.
Militant Labor Forum. For further information, call
663-3000.

L Ll

Socialist summer school
ATLANTA

STRATEGY AND TACTICS OF THE AMERICAN SOCIAL
IST REVOLUTION. A series of c| Def li
of the Socidlist Workers Party, Mon., June 28, 8 p.m.
The need for a vanguard revolutionary party, Wed.,
June 30, 8 p.m. Ausp. SWP-YSA. 1176 1/2 West Peach-
tree. For further information, phone 876-2230.

AUSTIN
HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION. Regular
classes Tuesdays and Fridays at 8 p.m. at U of Texas
Student Union. Ausp. SWP-YSA. For further informa-
tion call M. Hernandez, 476-9030; or M. Lunn, 474-
4275,

BAV AREA (CALIF,)
THE HISTORY OF AMERICAN TROTSKVISM A special
weekend of classes featuring Milton Alvin, National
Committee member of the Socialist Workers Party;
and Harry Ring, head of the Southwest bureau of
The Militant. Begins Fri., June 25, 8 p.m. U of Cal-
ifornio-Berkeley, Tan Oak Room, Assoc. Students Bldg.

Party Saturday night. For further information on the
Northern Calif. regional summer school, phone 626-
9958 (San Francisco) or 654-9728 (Berkeley). Ausp.
SWP-YSA.

BOSTON
FRANCE IN REVOLUTION. Series on French history
from the 1789 Revolution to the present. Reformism

‘and the Second International, Sun., June 27, 7 p.m.

Ausp. SWP-YSA. 295 Huntington Ave., Room 307. For
information, call 536-6981.

BROOKLYN, N.Y.

FOUR SERIES OF CLASSES. Series 1 —Principles of
Marxism, Wed., June 23, 7 p.m. Series 3— History and
organizational principles of the Socialist Workers Par-
ty, Sun., June 27, call 596-2849 for exact time. Series
4— Sirategies and tactics for the 70s, Tues., June 29,
7 p.m. 136 Lawrence St. (at Willoughby). Series 2—
Socialist electoral politics, Tues., June 29,7 p.m. 1015
Washington Ave., Apt. 6M. Ausp. SWP-YSA,

CHICAGO

HOW TO MAKE A REVOLUTION IN THE U.S. A series
of ol The revoluti y character of the Black
liberation struggle, Fri., Sat., June 25-26, 7:30 p.m.
The Chicano Movement, Sun., June 27, 7:30 p.m.
The revolutionary party: its principles, structure and
functioning, Tues., June 29, 7:30 p.m. Ausp. SWP-YSA,
180 N. Wacker Dr., Room 310. Call 641-0147 for fur-
ther details.

CLEVELAND
HISTORY OF AMERICAN TROTSKYISM. A series of
classes. A petty-bourgeois opposition in the Socialist
Workers Party, Wed., June 23 and Mon., June 28,
8 p.m. Ausp. SWP-YSA. Debs Hall, 4420 Superior.
Phone 391-5553 for further details.

DENVER
TWO SERIES OF CLASSES. Prospects and problems of
women's liberation, Sun., June 27, 6 p.m. Organizing
the revolutionary party, Thurs., July 1, 8 p.m. Ausp.
SWP-YSA. Contact Rocky Mountain Socialist Summer
School, 607 E. 13th Ave. Phone 623-9505.

DETROIT
HISTORY OF THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY. The
Schactman fight, Tues., June 29 and Tues., July 6,
7:30 p.m. At Wayne State U. For further information,
call Detroit Socialist Summer School, 831-6135. Ausp.
SWP-YSA.

HOUSTON

SOCIALIST SUMMER SCHOOL. Foundations of scientif-
ic socialism and The roots and causes of Stalinism,
Sun., June 27, 8 p.m. Organizing the guard party
and Marxism and the struggle of women for libera-
tion, Wed., June 30, 8 p.m. U of Houston University
Center. Ausp. SWP-YSA. For more information call
741-2577. '

LOS ANGELES
SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  SOCIALIST SUMMER
SCHOOL. The Communist Internationgl 1, Thurs., June

" 24, 8 p.m. The Communist International I, Suf., June
127, 8 pim. Ausp..SWP- YSA. 1307 1/2 N. Western Ave.

For added details, call 463-19|7 or 463-1966.

MINNEAPOLIS
THE REVOLUTION BETRAYED. Series of classes. Tues.,
June 29, 7:30 p.m. Ausp. SWP-YSA. 1 University N.E.
(at E. Hennepin), second floor. For further details, call
332-.7781.

NEW YORK: LOWER MANHATTAN -
TOWARDS AN AMERICAN SOCIALIST REVOLUTION.
Series 1 —The early formation of the C. ist Party
and the Left Opposition, Sun., June 27, 6:30 p.m.
Series 2— American feminism: an historical overview,
Tues., June 22, 7:30 p.m. Series 3—The origin and
evolution of the SWP's position on the labor party,
Thurs., June 24, 7:30 p.m. Ausp. SWP-YSA. Socialist
summer school. 706 Broadway (4th St.), Eighth Floor.
Call 982-6051 for further information.

NEW YORK: UPPER MANHATTAN

THREE SERIES OF CLASSES. Series | —History and

tional principles of the revoluti y party,
Sun, June 27, 2 p.m. Series 2—Socialist electoral
policy, Tues., June 29, 7 p.m. Series 3—The new rad-
icalization, Thurs., July 1,7 p.m. Ausp. SWP-YSA. 2744
Broadway (106th St.), Second Floor. Phone 663-3000
for details.

PHILADELPHIA
HISTORY OF THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY. Re-
stabilization of capitalism, prosperity and the witch-
hunt, Sun., June 27, 4 p.m. Origins of the current
radicalization, Wed., June 30, 7:30 p.m. Ausp. SWP-
YSA. 1004 Filbert St. (one block north of Market). For
further details phone WA5:4316.

PORTLAND

THREE EDUCATIONAL SERIES. Series 1 —The revolu-
tionory party, Mon., June 28, 7:30 p.m. Series 2—
Marxism and the struggle for national liberation, Wed.,
June 30, 7:30 p.m. Marxist economic theory, Thurs.,
July 1, 7:30 p.m. Porfland Student Union, Rm. 323,
SMC. Ausp. SWP-YSA. For further information call
288-1063.

SAN DIEGO, CALIF.
SUMMER EDUCATIONAL SERIES. Course A, Class 5—
The student movement, Thurs., June 24, 7 p.m. Course
B, Class 1 —The fundamentals of Marxism, Mon., June
28, 8 p.m. San Diego State Aztec Center, Ausp. SWP-
YSA. For further details, call 286-9885.

SEATTLE
THREE SUMMER SCHOOL SERIES. Series | —The pre-

cursors of scientific socialism, Wed., June 30, 8 p.m..

Series 2—The third camp —intell ectual socialism, Thurs.,
July 1, 8 p.m. Series 3—The antiwar movement, Sat.,
June 26, 11 a.m. Third World liberation, Sun., June
27, 11 a.m. U of Washington HUB. Ausp. SWP-YSA.
For further information, call 523-2555.

WASHINGTON, D.C.
HISTORY OF THE ANTIWAR MOVEMENT. Two Satur-
day classes, June 26, 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. The Chinese
revolution, Mon., June 28, 8 p.m. Ausp. SWP-YSA,
2000 P St., N.W. Room 413, For further detculs, call
833-9560.
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Friday, one week preceding publication,
for Classified and display ads; Tuesday
noon, three days preceding publication,
for Calendar ads.
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Bolivia
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the unions but also the peasants and
the universities, where we had done
very little before.

On the basis of our political anal-
yses and program, we have registered
a number of gains and increased our
strength markedly. But this was also
a result of the prestige we gained in
our previous armed work shoulder
to shoulder with the ELN [Ejército de
Liberacion Nacional — National Lib-
eration Army, the guerrilla force led
in 1967 by Che Guevara].

Through our program we won the
leadership of several small unions of
urban workers. Last December our
line was adopted in full by the La
Paz Department [Province] congress
of trade unions. In the universities we
have won a large following, which is
completely new for us, recruiting from
the best student cadres in all the
schools. Soon we are going to begin
work aimed specifically at high-school
students.

This growth in our mass influence
is reflected in the progress of our pub-
lications. Our paper Combate comes
out regularly each month. We are also
publishing a monthly student paper
and in the coming months we will
put out a theoretical magazine. -

But obviously this work cannot be
capitalized on, or have any meaning
in the long run, except in the context
of preparing our organization for
armed struggle. In the present unstable
situation we look on everything as
temporary. The repression that is to
come will signal the start of a new
stage of armed struggle on a scaie
previously unknown here.

This armed struggle will be a highly
diversified one and will encompass
the .various sectors. of the Bolivian
population, from the miners to the
peasants and including the students
. . . Fundamentally it is this stage we
are preparing for by trying to take
full advantage of the opportunities of-
fered us by the present situation.

Socialist Directory

ALABAMA: University: YSA, P.O. Box 5462, University, Ala. 35486.

ARIZONA: Phoenix: YSA, c/o Aris Scrarla, P.O. Box 750, Tempe, Ar-
izona 85281. Tel: (602) 959-5932.

Tucson: YSA, 410 N. 4th Ave., Tucson, Ariz. 85705.

CALIFORNIA: Berkeley-Oaldand: SWP and YSA, 3536 Telegraph Ave.,
Oakland, Calif. 94609. Tel: (415) 654-9728.

Los Angeles: SWP and YSA, 1107 1/2 N. Western Ave., Los Angeles,
Calif. 90029. Tel: SWP—(213) 463-1917, YSA —(213) 463-1966.

Riverside: YSA, c/o Woody Diaz, 5724 Warren St., Arlington, Calif.
92503.

Sacramento: YSA, c/o Mark Lampson, 2307-A 24th Ave., Socromen'o,‘

Calif. 95822.

San Francisco: SWP, YSA, Militant Labor Forum, and Pioneer Books,
2338 Market St., San Francisco, Calif. 94114, Tel: (415) 626-9958.

San Diego: SWP, P.O. Box 15111, San Diego, Calif. 92115. YSA, P.O.
Box 15186, San Diego, Calif. 92115.

San Joaquin Valley: YSA, P.O. Box 873, Modesto, Calif. 95353.

COLORADO: Boulder: YSA, c¢/o Joan Fulks, 2233 Pine, Boulder, Colo.
80302.

Denver: SWP, YSA and Militant Bookstore, 607 E. 13th Ave., Denver,
Colo. 80203. Tel: (303) 623-9505.

FLORIDA: Jacksonville: YSA, P.O. Box 8409, Arlington Branch, Jackson-
ville, Fla. 32211.

Tallahassee: YSA, c/o Brett Merkey, 814 California St., Tallahassee,
Fla. 32304. Tel: (904) 222-8776.

Tampa: YSA, P.O. Box 9133, Tampa, Fla. 33604. Tel: (813) 228-4655.

GEORGIA: AHlanta: Militant Bookstore, 1176 1/2 West Peachtree St.,
SWP and YSA, P.O. Box 7817, Atlanta, Ga. 30309. Tel: (404) 876-2230.

ILLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA and bookstore, 180 N. Wacker Dr.,
Rm. 310, Chicago, lll. 60606. Tel: (312) 641-0147.

DeKalb: YSA, c/o Student Activities Center, Northern lllinois U, DeKalb,
1. 60115. Tel: (815) 753-0510 (day); (815) 753-4445 (night).

INDIANA: Bloomington: YSA, c/o John Heilers, West University Apts.
422, Indi U, Bl ington, Ind. 47401.

KANSAS: Lawrence: YSA, c¢/o Mary Bee, 402 Yorkshire, Lawrence,
Kan. 66044, Tel: (913) 843-8083. )

MASSACHUSETTS: Amherst: YSA, Box 324, Student Activities Office,
Campus Center, U of Mass., Amherst, Mass. 01002.

Boston: SWP and YSA, c/o Militant Labor Forum, 295 Huntington Ave.,
Rm. 307, Boston, Mass. 02115. Tel: (617) 536-6981, 262-9688.

Pitisfield: YSA, c/o R.G. Pucko, 77 Euclid Ave., Pittsfield, Mass. 01201.

Worcester: YSA, Box 1470, Clark U, Worcester, Mass. 01610. Socialist
Workers Campaign '71, P.O. Box 97, Webster Sq. Sta., Worcester, Mass.
01603.

MICHIGAN: Ann Arbor: YSA, P.O. Box 408, Ann Arbor, Mich. 48107.

Detroit: SWP, YSA, Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737 Woodward Ave., De?ron
Mich. 48201. Tel: (313) TE1-6135.

East Lansing: YSA, P.O. Box 14, East Lansing, Mich. 48823

Ypsilanti: YSA, Box 156, Charles McKenny Union, Ypsilanti, Mich. 48197.
Tel: (313) 482-7348.

MINNESOTA: Minneapolis-St. Paul: SWP, YSA and Labor Bookstore,
1 University N.E. (at E. Hennepin) 2nd fl., Mpls. 55413, Tel: (612) 332
7781.

MISSOURIE: Konsas City: YSA, c/o John Constant, 5219 Wayne St.,
Kansas City, Mo. 64110. Tel: (816) 924-3714.

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Portsmouth: YSA, P.O. Box 479, Durham, N.H.
03824.

NEW JERSEY: Newark: YSA, P.O. Box 627, Newark, N.J. 07101. Tel:
(201) 678-6005.

Wayne: Paterson State Y&4, ¢/o Clyde Magarelli, Paterson State Col-
lege, 300 Pompton Rd., Wayn-:, N.J. 07470.

NEW YORK: Albany: YSA, ¢/o Marilyn Vogt, 3698 Hackett Bivd., Albany,
N.Y. 12208. Tel: (518) 482-4584.

Binghamton: YSA, P.O. Box 1389, Harpur College, Binghamton, N.Y.
13901.

Brooldyn: SWP and YSA, 136 Lawrence St. (at Willoughby), Brooklyn,
N.Y.11201. Tel: (212) 596-2849. {

Long Island: YSA, P.O. Box 357, Roosevelt, L.1, N.Y. 11575. Tel: (516)
FR9-0289.

New York City—City-wide SWP and YSA, 706 Broadway (4th St.),
Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 10003. Tel: (212) 982-8214.

Lower Manhattan: SWP, YSA and Merit Bookstore, 706 Broadway
(4th St.), Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 10003. Tel: SWP—(212) 982-
6051, YSA —(212) 260-0976, Merit Books — (212) 982-5940.

Upper West Side: SWP and YSA, 2744 Broadway (106th St.), New
York, N.Y. 10025. Tel: (212) 663-3000. -

NORTH CAROLINA: Chapel Hill: YSA, Box 2448, Chapel Hill, N.C.
27514.

OHIO: Cincinnati: YSA, c/o Sarabeth Carr, 3653 Shaw, Cincinnati,
Ohio 45208. Tel: (513) 871-4725.

Cleveland: SWP and YSA, 4420 Superior Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 44103.
Tel: (216) 391-5553.

Columbus: YSA, 2519 Indianola, Apt. A, Columbus, Ohio 43202. Tel:
(614) 267-7948.

Yellow Springs: YSA, Antioch College Union, Yellow Springs, Ohio
45387.

OKLAHOMA: Norman: YSA, P.O. Box 2057, Norman, Okla. 73069.

OREGON: Porfland: YSA, c/o Val Moller, 2014 N.W. Gilsan, Room
511, Portland, Ore. 97209. Tel: (503) 223-4830.

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: SWP and YSA, 1004 Filbert St. (one
block north of Market), Philadelphia, Pa. 19107. Tel: (215) WAS5-4316.

RHODE ISLAND: Providence: YSA, P.O. Box 117, Annex Sta., Prov-
idence, R.1. 02901. Tel: (401) 863-3340.

TENNESSEE: Knoxville: YSA, c/o Charles Kelly, Box 187, Melrose Hall,
Knoxville, Tenn. 37916.

Nashville: YSA, Box 67, Sta. B, Vanderbilt U, Nashville, Tenn. 37203.

TEXAS: Austin: SWP and YSA, P.O. Box 5586, West Austin Station,
Austin, Texas 78703.

Dollas-Ft. Worth: YSA, Box 863, UTA Station, Arlington, Texas 76010.

B Paso: YSA, UTEP, P.O. Box 178, El Paso, Texas 79999.

Houston: SWP, YSA and Pathfinder Books, 3806 Wheeler, Houston,
Texas 77004. Tel: (713) 741-2577.

San Anfonio: YSA, c/o P.O. Box 774, San Antonio, Texas 78202.

UTAH: Logan: YSA, c/o Dayne Goodwin, 855 North 7th St. East, Logan,
Utah 84321.

WASHINGTON, D.C.: SWP and YSA, 2000 P St. NW, Rm. 413, Wash.,
D.C. 20036. Tel: (202) 833-9560.

WASHINGTON: Pullman: YSA, P.O. Box 2301 C.S., Pullman, Wash.
99163.

Seattle: Militant Bookstore, 5257 University Way N.E., Seattle, Wash.
98105. Hrs. 11 a.m.-8 p.m., Mon-Sat. Tel: (206) 523-2555.

WISCONSIN: La Crosse: YSA,c/043l N.9th St., La Crosse, Wis. 54601

Madison: YSA, 202 W. Gilman, Madison, Wis. 53703. Tel: (608) 256-
0857.

Milwaukee: YSA, 1682 N. Franklin Pl., Milwaukee, Wis. 53202. Tel:
(414) 276-4463.

Oshkosh: YSA, 572A Boyd St., Oshkosh, Wis. 54901. Tel: (414) 233-
6155.



Special Offer

The Gay
Militants

by Donn Teal
Stein & Day Publishers
$5.99 (regular $7.95)
The first history of the gay lib-
eration movement; must read-
ing for a factual understanding
of the origins of this movement.

(Mail orders: add 25 cents post-
age; Calif. residents add 33
cents tax. Money orders only.
No checks.)

GRANMA BOOKS AND
PERIODICALS
2509 Telegraph Avenve
Berkeley, California 94704

} The story of how Gls organized their op-
position to the Vietnam war is told by the
soldiers themselves. It illustrates how Gls
can wage a defense of their civil rights
against the brass— and win. $1.75
ORDER FROM: PATHFINDER PRESS,

410 WEST STREET, NEWYORK, N.Y. 10014

Intercontinental Press

From a reader in Colombia:

"Atentamente los saludo a Uds, y les
escribo para solicitarles el favor de
suscribirme y enviarme la Revista 'In-
tercontinental Press.'

"Esta solicitud la hago atendiendo el
interés que tengo en la misma, ya que
el contenido ideoldgico y la orientacién
revolucionaria que en ella se encuen-
tra, sirven como elementos de andlisis
a la actual coyuntura politica de nuestro
pais."

"I am sending you warm greetings
and writing you in order to ask you to
do me the favor of enlisting me as a
subscriber and sending me the maga-
zine 'Intercontinental Press.'

"I am doing this because of my in-
terest in it, since its ideological content
and revolutionary orientation provide
materials for analyzing the current po-
litical conjuncture in our country.'

CBS—TV'S MIKE
* WALLACE RANKS
THE GREAT

SPECKLED BIRD
AMONG THE

NATION'S BEST
_ UNDERGROUND
NEWSPAPERS .

SUBSCRIBE
ANYWAY!

Make your check payable to the Atlanta Cooperative
News Project in the amount of $6/year, or $3.50/year if
you are a student or GI. Post Office Box 54495, Atlanta
Ga. 30308. 1f you are a student or G, please note the
name of your school or base.

Name

Do you think you might be interested, too? Then why not subscribe
to the weekly magazine that provides material, not only for a better
understanding of what's happening in Colombia today but in the
world as a whole. You'd like to see a free sample copy first? Either
way, just fill out the coupon below and we'll do the rest.

Intercontinental Press
P.O.Box 116

Village P. O. Station
New York, N.Y. 10014

Name

Street

City State

( ) Enclosed is $7.50 for 26 issves.
( ) Enclosed is $15.00 for one year.
( ) Please send a sample copy.

The Militant-
oUBSGRIBE N

SPECIAL TO NEW READERS/10 ISSUES FOR $1.00

NAME
ADDRESS ciry
STATE . yAld

$6 For 1 year regular subscription/ For Gls-$1.50 for 6 months
Make checks payable to The Militant, 14 Charles Lane, New York 10014

PROGRESS: REALITY OR ILLUSION? by George
Novack . . . HOW WE BUILT LA RAZA UNIDA IN

CRYSTAL CITY by Jose Angel Gutierrez . . . WHAT’S
WRONG WITH THE PEOPLE’'S PEACE TREATY by
Dave Frankel ... FEMALE INSANITY AND WOM-
EN’S OPPRESSION by Stacey Joslin . . . THE ENIGMA
OF THE USSR by Leon Trotsky

NN N N SN NN NN NN S S BN AN BN NN NN WSS BN N B N A
CLIP AND MAIL TO: INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST REVIEW, 14 CHARLES LANE,

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10014

O ENCLOSED IS $1.00 FOR SPECIAL THREE MONTH INTRODUCTORY OFFER
O ENCLOSED 1S $5.00 FOR ONE YEAR (11 ISSUES)

NAME
ADDRESS
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Rightists shoot
student protesters

From Intercontinental Press

"On the University of Mexico cam-
pus yesterday [June 11] ... in place
of the passive, cautious, even indif-
ferent air of a few days ago, there
was a mobilization that reminded me
of the 1968 movement,” a reporter
wrote in the June 12 issue of the Mex-
ico City daily Excelsior.

Above the university, the Mexican
flag was lowered to half-mast. The
students were honoring an unknown
number of their comrades killed June
10 when heavily armed rightist com-
mandos, assisted by police and riot
troops, opened fire on a demonstra-
tion of 8,000 persons in Mexico City.

Meetings were held in the schools
and departments. It was agreed that
the mass of students and "not just a
few" should decide how to answer the
government's murderous attack.

A general assembly began in the
Justo Sierra auditorium at 6:00 p.m.
"At about 6:30," the Excelsior report
continued, "there was a blackout . . .
the huge crowd jammed the doors
and corridors inside and outside the
hall. It was almost impossible to get
in, but many youths managed it. . . .
In this atmosphere of exaltation, of
protest against violent acts, order was
maintained. With the flickering light
of matches and cigarette lighters, the
assembly went on in semidarkness."”

Finally, the crowd grew so large
that it had to move onto the espla-
nade. In the open air, the organizers
played recordings of police radio
broadcasts directing attacks on the
June 10 demonstration. In one case
a report noted that a"Halcon" [Hawk],
one of the rightist commandos, had
been wounded. The authorities deny
officially that such a group exists.

The march June 10 began at 4:55,
the moderate progovernment daily E/
Dia reported the next day. It formed
on the Calle Carpio near the School
of Biology and the university infir-
mary. The students were demonstrat-
ing in support of their comrades at the
Universidad de Nuevo Leén in Mon-
terrey who have been struggling for
more than a year for democratic con-
trol of their school.

The marchers were warned by Po-
lice Colonel Emmanuel Guevara that
they were exposing themselves to dan-
ger. Later another colonel, Angel Ro-
driguez, issued a similar warning. The
leader of the march, Manuel Marcué
Pardinas, a well-known journalist and
recently released political prisoner, ap-
pealed to him to "respect the constitu-
tion."

"Just before the intersection of the
Avenida de Maestros and the Calzada
México-Tacuba, a gas grenade ex-
ploded, followed by the appearance
of one of the first groups, which some
demonstrators identified as 'Los Hal-
cones' [the Hawks)," El Dia continued.

Another Mexico City daily, La Pren-
sa, gave this account, under the head-
line "The Counterdemonstrators Ar-
rived in Buses™ "Just after 5:17 the
demonstrators were halted . . . by the
youths from the gray buses, El MURO
[one of the component groups of the
Hawks], and army parachutists."

24

in Mexico City

About 500 commandos, according
to the June 11 New York Times,
armed with clubs, knives, and high-
caliber firearms, stormed the line of
march. After the initial attack, "wound-
ed persons were lying everywhere,"
La Prensa reported. The shooting con-
tinued for five hours.

The rightists seemed to make a spe-
cial point of attacking passersby and
damaging property in the area: "The
ones from the gray buses, MURO,
and the other groups attacked again,”
La Prensa wrote. "But this time they
struck out right and left against wom-
en and children passing through San
Cosme and along the Calle de Velaz-
quez de Le6n.”

Remembering the massacre of Tlate-
lolco, when the police attacked wound-
ed students in the hospitals and car-
ried away the bodies of the dead for
secret burial, crowds of demonstrators
refused to abandon their injured com-
rades taken to the nearby Rubén
Leiiero hospital. )

"At 6:50," La Prensa reported, "a
contingent of goons armed with rifles
and machine guns made a cowardly
attack on all those in the crowded
hospital. . . .

"The counterdemonstrators charged
at the patients and other persons in
the corridors.
gunned down. It was hard to see how
many, because this reporter had taken

refuge in Doctor Séanchez's office,
where there were police, doctors,
nurses, administrative officials, and

three unidentified students.”

A patient in the hospital, unconnect-
ed with the clashes, described how the
goons searched for victims: "The men
with clubs and machine guns came
up. They walked like drug addicts,
their eyes reddened and their faces
twisted with hatred. They were argu-
ing and fighting among themselves.
... A doctor—an intern—was with
them and he looked very nervous.
Soon Dr. Durén came and bawled
them out: 'I told you not to go into
the women's wards."'"

The patient continued: "At 9:00 next
mornjng, my mother came. . . . She
told me that she had seen more than
thirty bodies piled up and a lot of bul-
let holes in the hospital walls.”

The rightist commandos followed a
peculiar procedure. They picked up
numbers of people, interrogated them,
and checked their identification. One
of the people "arrested" this way was
Marlise Simons, correspondent for the
Washington Post. "I could hear a ra-
dio conversation,”" she cabled June 11,
"as they talked to the nido, their 'nest,’
about what to do with their catch. . . .

"The orders were simple: Keep them,
get her camera, and take them to point
'Six-R.' . . .

"They were professionals . . . achief
gave orders to make an inventory
of my bag and clothes.”

Simons was released, she wrote,
when she told her captors that she had
an appointment with President Eche-
verria. They promised her the police
would return her belongings.

At a press conference held the next

Continved on page 21

Several students were

Photo by Ed Weaver

N.Y. demonstration by 300 Bengali nationalists and sympathizers June
12 in support of Bangla Desh. Protesters marched from Columbus
Circle to Pakistani Consulate, and then to United Nations for a rally
to demand self-determination for Bangla Desh. Speakers included Omio
Mukreji of N.Y. Bengali community; Dr. K.M. Alamgir; Harrisburg
Eight defendant Eqbal Ahmad; and Andrew Pulley of Socialist Workers

Party.

Bengali refugees face
hunger, disease, death

By MARCEL BLACK

The toll of the Pakistani invasion of
Bangla Desh can be measured not
only by the count of over one-half
million murdered, and hundreds of
thousands raped, wounded, and
maimed in utterly destroyed Bengali
cities and villages, but in the suffering
of millions of Bengali refugees in
India.

A dispatch from Calcutta in the June
15 New York Times states that the of-
ficial death toll in the cholera epidemic
sweeping Bengali refugees in India is
over 5,000— which means it is prob-
ably considerably more. The Times
claims the epidemic has abated but
reports that "death from other diseases
and afflictions continues at a steady
rate. Malnutrition, exhaustion and
gastrointestinal diseases are striking
down large numbers of refugees
daily. . . .

"Tuberculosis is also endemic in ref-
ugee camps and the dampness of mon-
soon season will aggravate this sit-
uation.”

The article reports that two million
refugees are currently living without
any shelter, and that several million
others are in makeshift camps, which
may be flooded once the rains start.

On May 14, the Christian Science
Monitor reported that Bengalis were
streaming into India at a rate of 50,-
000 per day. Chanchal Sarkar in the
June 8 Monitor says the figure is now
sometimes more than 100,000 per
day.

Estimates of the refugee total range
from a low of two million to a more
realistic four million. Sarkar predicts
that ultimately nearly ten million ref-
ugees may arrive in India from Ban-
gla Desh.

An article in the May 22 New York
Times by Sydney H. Schanberg, re-
porting from New Delhi, describes the
situation of the refugees: "Half the ref-
ugees are being housed by India in
badly overcrowded camps, most of
them hastily set up in schools and
hostels shut down for thepurpose. . . .

"A large number . .. are simply
massed along the roadside —living in
makeshift thatch lean-tos, or in the
open, unprotected from the monsoon
rains, which have already begun.

"Some have taken shelter in the large
concrete sewer pipes that lie at the
roadside awaiting installation. . .

"Defecation in the open is common.
Cholera has already broken out in
some areas and dysentery and other
gastrointestinal ailments are wide-
spread. . . .

". . . the Pakistani Army offensive
has been much - more devastating in
human terms than the cyclone and
tidal wave that struck the delta area
of East Pakistan last November, kill-
ing hundreds of thousands of Bengalis
and leaving two million homeless and
hungry.”

Meanwhile, in Bangla Desh, the de-
struction wrought by the Pakistani in-
vasion is causing new suffering. The
May 20 Monitor reports that Paki-
stani-occupied Bangla Desh will be
short at least two million tons of food
by July. It estimated that 10 to 30
million East Bengalis are "in danger
of starvation over the next few
months.”

The Indian government headed by
Indira Gandhi, a number of U.S. lib-
eral "humanitarians,” and some offi-
cials of the U.S. government are now
crying crocodile tears at the plight
of the East Bengalis. China has of-

Continued on page 21
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