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National Guardsmen patrol Black neighborhood in Chattanooga, Tenn., May 25. (See story, page 3.)
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CHICAGO TEACHERS WANT “OUT NOW’: On May
21, the Chicago Teachers Union Local 1 of the Ameri-
can Federation of Teachers (AFL-CIO) voted by referen-
dum ballot, 9,760 to 3,543, to demand the immediate

withdrawal of all U.S. forces from Indochina. The Teach-

er Mobilization Committee, which worked for a year to
get the referendum conducted, now plans to involve the
maximum number of CTU members in the July 2-4 Na-
tional Antiwar Convention in New York City. '

MAYDAY PROSECUTIONS: About 2,500 persons ar-
rested in the police-state dragnet by Washington cops
during Mayday protests had charges against them dropped
May 27 when D.C. Corporation Counsel C. Francis Mur-
phy gave up in the face of numerous obstacles to prose-
cution. Hundreds of individuals forfeited bail by failing
to show for trial; judges threw out the majority of cases
that came before them for lack of evidence, in some cases
making speeches from the bench denouncing pelice tac-
tics; and an appeals court ruling handed down May 26
blocked not only prosecution in cases of improper arrest
and insufficient evidence but blocked forfeiture of bail
for failure to show in such cases.

LESLIE BACON: Leslie Bacon was jailed May 19 under '

the same provision of the 1970 Organized Crime Con-
trol Act used against Sister Jogues Egan in the Harris-
burg conspiracy frame-up. Egan was freed by a court
decision late last month (see story on page 11). Bacon
was told to testify before a Seattle. grand jury in con-
nection with the investigation of an alleged Capitol bomb-
ing conspiracy. Bacon refused and was jailed for con-
tempt under the new law, which compels witnesses to tes-
tify if they are granted immunity from prosecution. The
law’s constitutionality is being challenged, and in light
of the Egan decision and a similar ruling in another
case, Bacon may be able to win release on balil.

NIXON’S RED SQUAD: A special unit in the Justice
Department is coordinating the prosecution of the Har-
risburg frame-up and the Seattle bombing conspiracy
investigation, as well as ‘“all federal investigations and
prosecutions of radicals, anywhere in the country,” ac-
cording to the May 31 Newsweek. Newsweek credits the
Internal Security Division with the new employment of
the immunity statute used against Leslie Bacon and wit-
nesses in the Harrisburg Eight case. In addition, the
magazine gives the following jnformation about this new,
improved federal red squad: Headed by Assistant. Attor-
ney General Robert C. Mardian, it employs a ‘‘Special
Litigation Section” of 11 lawyers adept at using con-
spiracy laws, high bail, and other procedures to harass
political groups. It also has an “‘interdivisional infor-
mation unit” of 16 analysts who pore over the radical
press and FBI intelligence reports, looking for informa-
tion “that will make a case on a Rennie Davis or an
Abbie Hoffman or someone like that.”

LET THEM EAT CAKE: The caviar and foie gras have
been eliminated from Tricia Nixon’s and Charles Robb’s
wedding buffet “for economical reasons,” according to
the June 2 New York Times. This may not be a prob-
lem, however, as the six-tiered, six-foot high, 350-pound
cake that will be prepared by three chefs the day before
the wedding is enough to serve 600 people—and there
will be only 400 guests.

TROTSKY ON STAGE: An English translation of Peter
Weiss’ play Trotsky in Exile is being prepared for pro-
duction in London. The No. 1, 1971, issue of Partisan
Review has excerpts from the play. AND TROTSKY ON
SCREEN: Joseph Losey has announced plans for a film
about Trotsky’s assassination. Dirk Bogarde has been
cast as Trotsky and Alain Delon as the assassin.

A TASTE OF HONEY: In 1956, Brazilian beekeepers
imported from Africa a particular species of bee because
of its exceptional productivity. Unfortunately, a swarm
escaped from an apiary a short time later and the bees
have spread throughout Latin America. Why unfortunate?
Ask the children of Agostinho de Morais in Belo Hori-
zonte, Brazil. Last month their father managed to get
them to safety inside his house before he was overtaken
be a swarm of the insects —called ‘‘killer bees’’ —which
stung him to death. A number of similar incidents have
occurred since 1956, but honey production is way up.

GAY RIGHTS BILL: The New York State Assembly
voted May 26, 84 to 61, against a bill to extend fair em-
ployment and housing protection to gays. Five of the
six Black or Puerto Rican assemblymen voted for the
bill. The exception was Manuel Ramos from the Bronx
who called gays ‘‘scum and filth”” in his remarks op-
posing the legislation. Jim Owles of the Gay Activists
Alliance in New York City- said that the fact that the
bill came to the floor and received 61 votes was a vic-
tory for the gay movement.

305 SURVIVORS: An estimated 7,000 waterfowl were
trapped when 800,000 gallons of oil spilled into San
Francisco Bay Jan. 18. Volunteers pulled thousands of
the birds from the water, cleaned their feathers, and sent
them to the Richmond Bird Care Center or San Fran-
cisco Zoo for recuperation. By the middle of May all
except 305 of thetn had died.

CREDIBILITY GAP:,The May 23 issue of the Times
reported that a cult in Australian New Guinea was plan-
ning a crucifixion and human sacrifice. The natives be-

liéve these -rituals may unlock the secret that gives the

white colontal settlers such great wealth. Australian , of-

ficials are " described . as ‘‘sertously concerned” by thei:

lnability to convince’ the natives that white men accumu-
lated their wealth without sacrificing any human lives.

JDL HOOLIGANISM: While they chanted their slogan
*“Never Again!” —in reference to the Nazi genocide of
Jews in Europe —members of the Jewish Defense League,
employing tactics similar to those used by the Brown-
shirts in Germany against workers’ organizations prior
to 1933, disrupted a New York memorial meeting May
25. Organized by the National Council for American-
Soviet Friendship, the meeting was a memorial for artist
Rockwell Kent. Midway through the scheduled program,
JDL members in the audience stood up and began striking
people around them, screaming “‘Never Again!”” More
JDL goons tried to force their way into the hall from
outside. ‘After the attackers had been repulsed and ejected,
cops at the scene refused to make any arrests, instead
allowing a JDL picket to be set up across the street.

BLOWING IN THE WIND: Folk-singer Bob Dylan *‘con-
fesses great admiration” for the JDL, according to the
May 31 Time magazine. Time quotes Dylan as saying
of JDL demagogue, Meir Kahane, ““He’s really a sincere
guy. . . . He’s really put it all together.”

NOW IT'S OFFICIAL: According to the National Bu-
reau of Economic Research, a private, nonprofit group -
of capitalist watchdogs, what the U.S. economy went
through from late 1969 to late 1970 was a recession.
The NBER’s findings, announced in late May, clear up
a lot of confusion — one year earlier the development had
been referred to as a “‘readjustment’’ by Federal Reserve
Chairman Arthur Burns; as a ‘‘shallow, short-lived eco-
nomic pause” by Walter Heller; and as a ‘“‘slowdown”
by the Nixon administration.

JENNESS DEBATES TURNCOAT: Socialist Workers Par-
ty spokeswoman Linda Jenness’ final engagement on her
national speaking tour was a debate before several hun-
dred students at Florida State University in Tallahassee
with Philip Luce, a former member of the Progressive
Labor Party turned red-baiting reactionary. The debate,
aponsored by the University Lecture Series, occurred May
25. Earlier on her tour, Jenness- had visited the school
to address a non-credit class taught by Young Socialist
Alliance leader Jack Lieberman. The class is entitled “How
to Make a Socialist Revolution.” Students at FSU won a
victory for free speech this semester when the state legis-
lature tried to ban Lieberman’s course and failed. The
state senate has now voted to create a new board of re-
gents that would replace the regents who yielded to pres-
sure to allow Lieberman to continue teaching. In addition
to the two visits to FSU, the last leg of Jenness’ tour
took her to Tampa, Atlanta, Denver, Boulder, Austin,
and Houston. On her entire tour, she estimates she spoke
to more than 4,000 people in 70 meetings, and reached
thousands more through the press, radio and TV.

— LEE SMITH
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By DERRICK MORRISON
CHATTANOOGA, Tenn., May 29—
Robert Kirk Walker, the mayor of
Chattanooga, with a straight face bra-
zenly told the press on Tuesday, May
25, that four days and nights of Black
uprising had nothing to do with racial
problems! He said this in a city where
. the Confederate flag, the flag of Black
chattel slavery, is openly flaunted of-
ficially and unofficially; where Civil
War battles fought in defense of slav-
ery are canonized in exhibits such as
Confederama; where the University of
Chattanooga didn't allow a Black face
on the campus until 1969; where
Black people work the hardest and
dirtiest jobs and live in houses that
have to be evacuated during heavy
rains; and on the day after a Black
man was shot to death in the back
by white police and state troopers.

Mayor Walker is a liberal, reputed
to be one of the standard-bearers of
the "New South.” But whether he is of
the "Old South" or the "New South,”
it's all the same to Black folks.

The liberal called in nearly 2,000
National Guardsmen and 100 state
troopers to help his 250-odd man po-
lice force suppress and repress the
Black community.

Most of the capitalist news media
claimed that the uprising began after
the cancellation of the Wilson Pickett
concert Friday night, May 21. Over
3,000 Black youth attended this affair.
However, after talking with a number
of Black residents, I found that not
to be the case.

Korlon Kilpatrick, a Black student
at the University of Tennessee at Chat-
tanooga (formerly University of Chat-
tanooga, a private school), said that
when the Pickett concert was canceled,
"The management asked for tickets in
exchange for money. But they didn't
give out any ticket stubs in the begin-
ning, so brothers broke into the ticket
office, took the tickets, and started dis-
tributing."”

The management thereupon refused
to pay out any money to the audi-
ence. So the youths flooded out of
the downtown auditorium, breaking
a few windows in nearby department
stores. The police appeared on the
scene about 11:30 p.m. They dis-
persed the crowd, liberally using their
clubs.

After the dispersal, which took about
an hour, the police decided to close
down all of the bars and places of en-
tertainment in the Black community.
This was the spark that lit the fuse.

Police Commissioner Gene Roberts,
with city police and state troopers in
bumper-to-bumper squad .cars, went
down Ninth Street yelling to Black
men, "All you boys, let's get off the
streets." Kilpatrick related, "When the

Housing in Chattanooga’s Black community J
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Black uprising
in Chattanooga

brothers started questioning, they ‘were
arrested." Police jammed people into
squad cars and patrol wagons, taking
them off to jail.

Rev. Lloyd Edwards of Help, Inc.,
was standing in front of his headquar-
ters on Ninth Street at the time. He
had just come from helping disperse
the youth at the canceled concert. When
he intervened in behalf of two young
brothers thrown into a squad car, he
was told by police to "Shut up" and
then summ arily arrested.

Kilpatrick described the climate that
night: "It was against the law to be
Black."

Most of the people arrested had no
knowledge of the Pickett concert. This
was especially true of those in enter-
tainment spots far on the other side
of town.

Rev. Edwards told this reporter,
"They were stacking them in jail like
sardines in a can." There were 30 to
40 brothers in a cell. Because the jail
was segregated, only two or three
whites were to be found in cells of
similar size.

Scores of people were arrested, on
charges ranging from loitering to dis-
turbance of the peace. Most were re-
leased several hours later.

Rev. Edwards and others arrested
called an afternoon meeting for May
22. Over 250 people attended. Broth-
ers and sisters testified to the brutality
received at the hands of the police.
John P. Franklin, elected the previous
month to the position of Commissioner
of Health, Education and Welfare,
making him the first Black person to
sit on the 4-person City Commission,
also spoke. Kilpatrick says, "He tried
to change the subject." Whatever the
case, Franklin and the ministers had
nothing to offer the anguished audi-
ence. Thus, people rolled out of the
meeting, in pursuit of retribution in-
dividually or in small groups.

In other parts of the Black commu-
nity, which as a whole constitutes 38
percent of the city population, youth
were already taking action against
white-owned price-gouging stores and
the hated police.

A nightly curfew from 7 p.m. to
5 a.m. was declared by the mayor.
It wasn't lifted until Wednesday, May
26.

Brother Kilpatrick related scenes of
police and state troopers herding peo-
ple at curfew time into their homes.
About 20 percent of the city police are
Black. In the housing projects, police
stormed into living rooms to make
arrests. ’

But the police didn't wait till curfew
time to make illegal arrests. One

brother, Terry McCauley, was stand-
Continved on page 21
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Fort Greely Gls
stand up for rights

By EDJURENAS
FT. GREELY, Alaska, May 31— Af-
ter an overwhelmingly favorable re-
action among troops to the first issue
of the Arctic Arsenal (see June 4 Mili-
tant), GIs at Ft. Greely are pushing
ahead with renewed determination to
continue - publishing their paper and
broaden the movement throughout
military posts in Alaska. In response
to this expression of GI solidarity and
willingness to stand up for constitu-
tional rights, CID (Criminal Investi-
gation Division) and company com-
manders at Ft. Greely have initiated
an intensified campaign of harassment
toward individual GIs and openly
slandered and red-baited the Arctic
Arsenal. o

On May 26, an application signed
by 30 GIs, 14 of whom were assigned

to military police, was presented to -

the deputy post commander of Ft.
Greely, Lt. Col. Williamson. It asked
for authorization to distribute the Ar
senal at numerous points on post be-
ginning Friday, May 28. The fol-
lowing day, May 27, every GI who
had signed the application received a
personal letter from Williamson stat-
ing that the matter had been forward-
ed to the Department of the Army in
Washington, D. C., for consideration.
According to his letter, distribution
of the paper therefore "must be de-
layed pending receipt of determination
from that headquarters."

This stalling technique on the part
of Williamson was followed up in at
least two companies on post by oral
statements from company comm anders
to persons who had signed the ap-
plication. One CO, who admitted that
he had only read one article from the
paper, the one describing the flag-
waving superpatriotism of General
Hollingsworth, commanding general
of the U.S. Army in Alaska, stated

-that the Arsenal was backed and fi-

nanced by communists and published
in the "lower 48." This was a startling
revelation to GIs who had financially
contributed to the paper and knew
it was being printed locally.

GIs who have been involved with
the paper or have voiced complaints
to the inspector general about their
rights have been led to believe that
their security clearances would be re-
voked, their names dropped from pro-
motion rolls, or their records flagged
for security reasons. CID has gone
around post questioning and intim-
idating others by saying that for their
own good they better cooperate or
their job positions might be jeopar-
dized. The net result of these harass-
ing tactics has been an intensified an-
ger at the brass and CID. There is
a general determination to see to it
that the next issue of the Arsenalcomes
out.

Far from letting the initiative swing
to the brass in this case, the offensive
has been taken in defense of our con-
stitutional rights. Disposition forms,
the official Army manner of commu-
nication, were sent to McClendon of
Ft. Greely CID and to Lt. Col. Wil-
liamson on May 27. The letter sent to
McClendon pointed out that he had
violated Department of Defense Direc-
tive 1325.6, "Guidelines for Handling
Dissident and Protest Activities Among
Members of the Armed Forces." This
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directive specifically states that GIs
have the legal right to possess what
even might be considered "unauthor-
ized printed material." It was request-
ed that he comply with this directive
by returning all copies illegally seized
from individual owners. The disposi-
tion form sent to Williamson cited his
violation of Army Regulation 381-17,
"Wiretap, Investigative Monitoring,
and Eavesdrop Activities," particular-
ly his failure to obtain proper permis-
sion for use of the wiretap in this
case. He was requested to send a tran-
script of the wiretapped conve: - ;cn
to my legal counsel, to make a full
report of his role in this matter to his
superior officer, and to reprimand CID
and its agents for also violating this
regulation. Although they were re-
quested to notify us of the action they
would take in this matter, neither Mc-
Clendon nor Williamson have yet re-
sponded.

On May 30, a quickly called discus-
sion was held at the post service club.
About 15 GIs indicated an interest in
devoting their time to producing the
next issue of Arctic Arsenal. We ds-
cussed our rights, the general prin-
ciples of the paper, and how to go
about reaching the greatest possible
number of GIs with our pro-GI-rights
and antiwar views. It .-as generally
agreed that we shou..” “sc iry to
reach GIs at other posts, seiting the
example and providing help for the
establishment of their own papers.
About 40 copies of the Arsenal have
already been distributed at Ft. Wain-
wright in Fairbanks and another 50
copies have gone out through the mail
to different civilian and GI groups in
Alaska and in other states.

While CID has been quick to label
the Arsenal as obscene and libelous,
GIs are behind it almost 100 percent.
To them, the Arsenal tells it like it is,
not the way the lifers and brass would
like it to be.



By PAUL McKNIGHT

HOUSTON — Houston, with a population of 1.3
million, is the largest city in the South and the
sixth largest in the United States. The small,
wealthy, white ruling class here has maintained a

virtual monopoly on the political life of the city.

One good example of the political reality in Hous-
ton is that although the population is 30 percent
Black and 15 percent Chicano, not one elected
city official is either Black er Brown.

One incident that is part of Houston's violent
heritage is the 1967 shoot-up by hundreds of cops
of the student dormitories of Texas Southern Uni-
versity, a Black school.

Last summer, snipers from the Criminal Intelli-
gence Division (CID) of the Houston Police De-
partment assassinated Carl Hampton, a leader of
People's Party II, a militant Black organization,
during a police-initiated confrontation.

Frame-ups of activists are common in Houston.
The most famous case is that of Lee Otis Johnson,
a Black political leader who was sentenced to 30
years in prison for allegedly handing another
person one marijuana cigarette, which under Texas
law would constitute a "sale.”

In another case, two Black student activists were
persuaded by a mysterious person to purchase
dynamite for him in a nearby town. Several po-
lice watched them make the purchase, after the
store had been instructed by the Houston Police
Department to sell them the dynamite. A police
helicopter followed the students back to town where
they were arrested and subsequently sentenced to
25 years in prison.

The antiwar movement here is restricted by a
City Council ordinance requiring exorbitant fees
to hold a march or distribute leaflets.

This type of legal repression, which occurs to
some degree in all cities, is combined in Houston
with an extralegal variety of repression which,
until now, the city administration has encouraged
by refusing to act against it. This extralegal re-
pression serves the same purpose as the official
variety, i.e., to prevent or discourage any chal-
lenge to the status quo. It generally comes in the
form of terrorism directed against liberal, antiwar
and socialist organizations.

There are several small, secretive right-wing
groups that maintain good relations with the police
and are generally acknowledged to be responsible
for Houston's right-wing terrorism. Over the past

- five years, tires have been slashed, cars have been

Three Houston Klan members subpoenaed: h Ann Williams,

Bobby Williams and John Grindle.

bombed and shot up, homes and offices have
been burned and shot up, and activists have re-
ceived a steady stream of threatening phone calls.
The listener-sponsored Pacifica radio station has
had its transmitter blown up twice. Any person
or organization that stands up to protest any as-
pect of the oppressive status quo immediately be-
comes a prime target for the terrorists.

This terrorism has had the effect of dampening
the development of the radicalization in Houston.
The antiwar movement here has remained rela-
tively small for so large a city. The largest anti-
war demonstration to date has drawn only 3,000
people.

This repressive atmosphere has also had its
effect on the city's working class. Only 15 percent
of the work force is unionized.

Until this year, the terrorism had continued with-
out being challenged in any organized fashion.
The staff of Space City! a radical newspaper pub-
lished in Houston, courageously endured many
months of threats, harassment and terrorist acts.
Pacifica radio rebuilt its transmitter twice through
massive fund drives. Antiwar leader Fred Brode
built a sandbag wall in front of his house to stop
the bullets. \

The fight to reverse this climate of terrorism
began last October when two known Klansmen,
James Hutto and Louis Beam, were stopped by
police around 4 a.m. while driving with their lights
off in the neighborhood of the Space City! offices.

Their car contained literature, semiautomatic rifles
and carbines, ammunition, walkie-talkies and some
flammable liquid. They were released with no
charges shortly after being. taken to the police
station. Members of the Socialist Workers Party
and the Houston Committee to End the War quick-
ly organized a united front mews conference at
which more than 15 individuals and representa-
tives of organizations protested the release of Hutto
and Beam and raised publicly the "adulterous
relationship between the Houston police and the
KKK."

The next and most important step in the fight
against right-wing terrorism began March 12, the
day the SWP headquarters was severely damaged
by a pipe bomb. Statements of protest were solicited
and received from a wide variety of groups, in-
cluding the local Republican and Democratic par-
ties and antiwar, Black, women's liberation, and
student groups. Four newspapers carried editorials
denouncing the bombing. A protest meeting held
under the slogan "Stop the Bombings" was at-
tended by 75 people, who heard a panel of 12
activists and/or victims of previous terrorist at-
tacks protest the inaction of the city administration.

The Committee to Defend Democratic Rights in
Houston (CDDRH) was formed at this meeting.
Its stated purpose is to wage a public campaign
to pressure the city administration to take action
against the terrorists. Since then, the public meet-
ings of the City Council have been barraged by
speakers demanding such action. These speakers
have included SWP candidates, professors, student
leaders, spokespersons for the CDDRH, women's
liberationists, and antiwar activists.

The SWP views the bombing of its offices as
a threat to its very right to exist. It therefore
undertook to help mobilize everyone possible to
force the city administration to act. The forees
were there all along; they just needed to be orga-
nized into an effective antiterrorist campaign.

In the course of this campaign, the SWP has
come to be recognized by the mass media, the
movement, the public, and right-wingers as a cen-
tral force in the fight to put the terrorists out of
business. Since the bombing, SWP candidates or
spokespeople have frequently appeared or been
quoted on TV, radio and in the newspapers. SWP
mayoral candidate Debby Leonard is constantly
being called by reporters for comments on devel-
opments in the fight. When police finally arrested
klansman Mike Lowe at 4 a.m., May 23, on
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charges of possessing the makings of a bomb,
Leonard was called at 5 a.m. by a reporter for
a statement on the arrest.

One of the highlights of the media coverage of
the struggle has been a series of two televised
debates between Debby Leonard and Klan Grand
Dragon Frank Converse.

The fact that the terrorists see the SWP as the
prime force behind the campaign to stop them is
clear from their machine-gunning of the SWP head-
quarters May 14, two months after the bombing.
The grand jury investigation of planned violence,
which was initiated as a result of the public up-
roar since the bombing of the SWP offices, is a
major step forward in the fight to decisively defeat
these marauders.

A decisive victory in Houston will have major
repercussions throughout the South, where there
are still many areas in which Klan night riders
and vigilantes are tolerated or encouraged by
like-minded public officials. Internationally, the
KKK is perhaps the most widely known symbol

_of racist reaction within the U.S. A decisive defeat

of .the Klan in Houston will not go unnoticed
abroad.

Perhaps the most important result of a victory
against the terrorists will be felt in Houston itself.
If the Klan is put out of action, the radicalization,
which is being held back here by the terrorism
and the accompanying climate of fear, will be
given a big boost.
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‘Campaign for Klan indictments grows

"HOUSTON, June 1—On May 26,
a special session of the Harris County
Grand Jury subpoenaed nine Klans-
men and three women in a special
investigation into the series of right-
.wing terrorist activities in Houston
in the last geveral years. Police served
the Klansmen and women with the

subpoenas at 4 a.m. and brought

them 1mmed1ately before the grand
‘jury. The district attorney conducting
..the probe said that he expects to call
an additional 20 persons before the
jury in sessions which may take up
to two weeks to complete.

"We feel we have sufficient evidence
with the operation of the people in-
volved to possibly secure some indict-
ments. We've ‘kfiown for some time the
people respons1ble, and with the arrest
of Michael Lowe we felt we had suffi-
cient evidence to submlt the entire mat-
ter to the grand jury,” said Lt. M. L.
Smgleton, head” of the Cr1m1nal In-
vestigation DlVlSlOn (CID) of the
Houston Pohce Department It was
"his department ‘that arrested Klans-

‘méan Michael Lowe on May 23 on -
the charge of possession of a bomb.
This was the first arrest of a right-

winger ever made by the CID

£

Slngleton is. the same cop that pre->

viously vouched for the Klan, saying

that. he had: talked w1th Klan members.

and that he felt sure that the Klan
<would not engage in 1llegal terrorist

_act1v1ty Slngleton 1ssued an. "mtelll-,”
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Gordon
starts tour
in South

A, May 27 news conference in Miami
kicked off a national speaking tour
to build the July 2-4 National Anti-
war Convention in New York City,
called by the National Peace Action
Coalition. Jerry Gordon, an NPAC
coordmator and one of the key or-

ganzers of the massive April 24 anti-

war actions, told ‘reporters that the
July conference will answer the gov-
‘ernment's attempts to red-bait the anti-
‘war movement by .bringing together

"in greater numbers than ever before, ..

veterans, trade unionists, GIs, Blacks,
women, Chicanos, Puerto Ricans, Na-
tive Americans, students, profession-

- ‘als, mlddle America, gay people and

others’ to plan mass demonstratxons
for the fall of 1971."

Whlle in Miami, he met w1th rep-

-resentatives of the South Florxda Peace

Action Coalition to discuss ways of

maximizing attendance from the re-'

gion at the July 2-4 convention.

~ After a May 29 news conference in

Atlanta, Gordon met ‘with Atlanta

Peace Action Coalition members on ,‘

May 30. He left for Texas 'on May 31
and from there he will goto Southern
Cahforma June 2-4.

"Gordon is telling audiences on his

tour that  the July 2-4 convention,

which will be ‘held at Hunter College

in Manhattan, is open to everyone

who opposes the war. All part1c1pants o

will have voxce and vote in determin-
ing what the antiwar movement
should do.for the fall.

When Gordon winds up “his tour
with 'a final stop in New York City

June 21, where he will remain through..

the convention, another April 24 or-
ganizer and NPAC coordinator, Jim
Laﬂ”erty, will begin a tour of the Mid-
west. Lafferty will arrlve in Cmcmnatl

June 22, travel to” St. Louis’ on the,
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gence report” to the press “several
weeks ago with slanderous statements
amounting to the charge that Debby
Leonard, the Socialist Workers Party
candidate for Mayor of Houston, was
responsible for the bombing of the

- SWP campaign headquarters. He also
attempted to link her with alleged left- -

wing terrorist activity in Seattle.
Singleton charged that the public

campaign waged by the Committee to

Defend Democratic Rights in Houston

and by victims of previous attacks

had delayed his investigation and had
made it hard for the Police Depart-
ment tv gather evidence.

In a stateinent before the Clty Coun-
cil, the morzine Lefore the grand jury
probe, Mike Maggi, secretary of the
Committee to Defend Democratic
Rights in Houston, said, "It should

.be obvious why the victims of attack

will not sit by calmly and trust the
words of police that they will investi-
gate. Our work has not compromised

. the investigation even if it has com-

promised the city administration and
the police. All we have done is to pub-

. licize the acts of terrorism and the in-
action of the city administration. All
of this the terrorists already know.
In fact, they count on your inaction

to. remaln unmune from arrest and

punishment. What we have done is to
demand aection. We beheve 1n results,
not talk and promxses

' The grand jury hearings are a
breakthrough in the committee's at-

24 and 25.
After Southern Cahfornla, Gordon s
tour stops are Salt Lake Clty, June 5;

Portland and Seattle, June 6-8; San

Franc1sco, June 8-11; Boston, June16-

. 18. He will:attend the NPAG: -Steering
"Comnnttee meetmg m C.‘

11 and 12.

Both Gordon and Lafferty w1ll be .

encouraging all who can to register
in advance, as well as soliciting con-
tributions to help NPAC finance the
convention and the implementation of
convention decisions. Advance regis-
tration costs $6, college students $3,
and high school students $2. To ad-
vance register, or for more informa-

tion on the convention or the tours,

write NPAC, 150 Fifth Avenue, No.
911, New York N.Y. 10003 or-call
(212) 741-2019.

Jerry Gordon ts on ‘national speak-
ing tour to bmld July 2-4‘anhwqr

FE ALY

convenhon in qu York

= Detroit
rally for
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"J ago June _
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tempts for a full mvestlgatlon into the

" terrorist actlons, but as yet there have

been no 1nd1ctrnents for any of the
acts of terrorism. ‘
Much of the press pubhcxty has been

devoted to pointing out that the Klans- .

men and women supoenaed may not

be regular members of the Klan but .

"extremists”" that are now suspended

from Klan membershlp Much of'this =
talk tends to absolve the Klan orga-
nization from the attacks. Frank Con:

verse, the Grand Dragon of the United

Klans of America, has endorsed the: -

efforts of the grand jury to find those
responsible and has stated that "the

_Klan does not believe in violence.”

Converse has not been subpoenaed.

The district attorney said he would
not subpoena victims of any of the
terrorist acts. Several victims called a
press conference June 1 and volun-
teered to give the grand jury further
information in order that all available
evidence be brought to its attention.

At the press conference today, Debby
Leonard said, "It is only because of
the public. outcry, the formation of the.
Commlttee to Defend * Democratxc

mentary by the local press, and the
[May 3] Newsweek article on the sit-

“uation in Houston that any progress

has been made and the’ grand jury
convened"

> rights

By MATT HERRESHOFF

DETROIT— On Mady. 27, in front of
the Ferndale Board of Education of-
fices, more than 75 persons demon-
strated their support for the Ferndale
Student Mobilization Committee's fight

. for recognition as an ofﬁclal school

organization.

Demonstrators came from more
than 10 high schools and at least
three colleges. The success of the pro-
test was evident in' the participation
of - organizations - besides the SMC,
such as Vietnam Veterans Against the

' War, the Black Moratorium, the De-

troit Coalition to End the War Now,
Detroit Mayday Coahtrdn, and sup-
porters .of, the Peoples Peace Treaty.

_ 'The demonstratron sternmed from
the formation. of an SMC by the stu-
dents at Ferndale ngh School. Short-
ly after its formatlon, ‘the SMC applied
to the admunstratlon for recognition
as a school orgamzatlon The students

. were given four guideunes and com-
rphed with all of them. About three

weeks later, the SMC was denied rec-
ognition on the grounds that it is a
political orgamzatxon This ruling was
clearly & maneuver, since there is not

~a word in the student code of conduct

that denies the right of recognition

_to political organizations.

After one .month, the Ferndale

’, SMC's case was taken to federal dis-

trict court. Two hearmgs later, the

‘students were referred back to the

school gneva,nce procedures and told

“to exhaust al possible school reme-
“dies." Fmally, ; after six! months of

court cases and grlevance procedures,
the Board of Education ;gave its an-

. swer— no.

The board s’decisxon has been met

i,with favor by.a numher ‘of Ferndale

Also appearing-at the press confer-
ence: was ‘Richard - Atwater and.Sher-
wood Bishop, beth of Space City!a

local: underground - newspaper, who

documented several years of terrorist
-activity by . Klansmen James: Hutto,
Louis Beam and Michael Lowe. All
three have engaged in terrorist activity
“that Atwater and Bishop were witness
‘to-and reported to-the police. In'none

of the past cases have the- pollce made

any arrests

Yvonne; Hauge, secretary of the

‘ Houston -Committee to End the War,

also appeared at the press conference

. and said she will go before the grand
‘Jury to ldentrfy Klansmen she has seen
V}mvolved in terrorist activity.

" After the’ press conference, the four

‘vietims of terrorism presented state-

ments to the district attorney conduct-
ing . the probe.  Full details will be
brought to ‘the attention of the grand
jury in writing and through future
appearances '

'The  victims of these attacks plan
further public activities aimed at in-
surmg ‘that . the mvesﬁgatlon will end

“with the conviction of all those who
Rxghts in Houston, the appearances. -
‘before the C1ty Council, the extensive
media coverage and editorial com-

_share~ responsibxhty for the terrorist

activmes in Houston. -

For more information or to make
urgently needed. contributions, write
Commlttee to  Defend Democratic
nghts ‘in""Houston, 4334 Leeland,
Houston, . Texas 77023, or phone
(713):921- 3293

students who belong to a group called
Support Our Nation (SON). This
group was’ formed specifically in re-
sponsé to ‘the *SMC's- fight for recog-
nition. SON members have attempted
to keep the SMC out of Ferndale by
leafletting, staging counterpickets (of
five to 10 people) and by threatening
SMCers with phone calls and in other
ways.

Gl action

In the largest overseas action yet
by American Gls protesting the
Vietnam war, 300 Navy and Air
Force personnel walked from Hyde
Park to the U.S. Embassy in Lon-
don on Memorial Day, May 31,
and presented a petition signed by
1,000 service personnel stationed
in Great Britain.

According to the June 1 New
York Times, the marchers, who
wore armbands with the symbol
of a clenched fist superimposed on
a helmet, emphasized that the ac-
tion was not a "demonstration,”
outlawed by regulations for Gls
overseas, but a legal presentation
of a petition of grievances, pro-
vided for in the regulations.

The petition stated that the sign-
ers were ‘‘opposed to the Ameri-
can war in Indochina” and said
that "'Because Vietnamization is in-
creasing the Air Force and Navy
role in the war, it is more impor-
tant than ever before that we voice
our opposition.”’

o
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In Our Opinion

Police violence

The shooting deaths of two cops in Harlem May 21 was utilized by the
capitalist government and news media to launch a massive campaign
to whip up public hysteria over an alleged '‘growing menace’’ of vio-
lent attacks on policemen. The shooting provoked an around-the-clock
investigation with the assignment of 100 extra detectives to the case
and additional hundreds of 'volunteer cops who worked overtime with-
out pay. Nearly $10,000 in rewards was posted by the Patrolmen’s
Benevolent Association (PBA) and the Conservative Party for informa-
tion leading to arrests in the May 21 killings and in a shooting two
days earlier that wounded two policemen. More than 5,000 cops from
dozens of East Coast cities attended mass funerals for the two slain
men.

After bank robbers killed a cop in Washington, D.C., May 25, more
than 1,000 police from seven cities came to his funeral, and the press,
radio and TV joined in linking the two unconnected incidents. PBA
president Edward J. Kiernan declared that the New York shootings
were part of a “"war’ on police by "revolutionaries.’” Politicians, the
news media and the cops themselves made a frenzied attempt to fit
a whole series of isolated incidents into a threatening pattern of vio-
lence and conspiracy.

The investigation proceeded on the basis that every Black male in
Harlem was a potential suspect. People were hauled in for question-
ing in a dragnet that reached even beyond Harlem. Two Black Pan-
thers from Oakland, Eugene Austin and Ellis White Jr., were arrested
on their way to keep an appointment at the Daily News Building in
midtown Manhattan to arrange the purchase of printing equipment
for the Panther newspaper. When cops discovered the two had no
connection with the May 21 slaying, they booked them anyway for
possession of handguns and held them on $100,000 bail each.

Expressing his "shock’ at the killings, President Nixon called a con-
ference of his top law enforcement advisers to discuss the "looming
danger'’ to policemen’s safety. U.S. congressmen like Emanuel Celler
and John Murphy proposed new unconstitutional gun-control legisla-
tion to help make the streets safer for cops.

The entire hue and cry around the violent deaths of policemen is
the sheerest hypocrisy. The supposedly staggering figure of 46 cops
killed nationwide in the first four months of this year comes nowhere
near the untold number of Blacks, Puerto Ricans and Chicanos gunned
down by racist cops acting as occupation forces in the ghetto—the way
Leon Anderson was killed in Chattanooga, Tenn., on May 24. Cops
are defenders of the capitalist ruling class that oppresses the Black
and Brown communities. When one of them gets trigger-happy, or in
the "“line of duty’’ guns down someone like Rudy Simms, a Black man
shot to death by two cops in Bedford-Stuyvesant May 17, no front-
page headlines scream outrage, no national radio and TV news broad-
casts agitate for an end to racist violence, no law enforcement con-
ferences are convoked by the president, and the killers are not ar-
rested even though they admit to the shooting. Such killings are ac-
cepted as an every-day occurrence by the rulers of this country.

On May 12, Los Angeles cops pumped a volley of bullets into Fran-

cisco Garcia outside his .one-room home in Coachella, Calif. Only
after killing him did the cops realize they. had mistaken his identity,
since they fired from ambush without warning. Where was the pub-
licity campaign around this murder? Where are the arrests and con-
victions? ;

Violence in the Black and Brown communities comes from the cops
and the racist, capitalist system the cops are there to defend; it is
directed against the residents of the Black and Brown communities.
Nixon and the rulers try to make the victim. appear as the criminal
and the criminal as the victim!

It is up to the community resndents to organize massive campaigns
to put public pressure on the authorities to take action—as the Chicano
Moratorium is doing around the Garcia murder. They must get the
facts out, expose these crimes, organize protests and investigate the
crime themselves—as a broad coalition of organizations in Bedford-
Stuyvesant is doing by organizing a “'People’s Tribunal’ in a neighbor-
hood church to investigate Rudy Simms' death. Organized and massive
campaigns such as these in response to criminal acts of police vio-
lence are part of the crucial struggle for Black and Brown control of
the Black and Brown communities.

Letters

Prisoner wants Militant

I have just finished reading your
April 23 issue. It has upset me
somewhat. Until now I have been
led to believe that socialist organi-
zations such as the Young Socialist
Alliance were to be shunned. Now I
am not quite so sure that this is
true.

Presently I am without funds and
held prisoner in the Washington
State Penitentiary. There are others
who more or less think the way I
do. We were thinking that if we
could get your paper regularly we
would become better informed.

We recognize that many here, a
great many, are here as a result of
capitalism. The system has forced
many to crime in one way or anoth-
er. If we can learn more about so-
cialism, learn to effect revolution,
then maybe we can teach' others too.
But before we can do this we must
know whereof we speak. -So, if it
would be possible for you to send
a subscription to your paper and/or
any pertinent information regarding
socialism, we would be most grate-
ful. '
G. B.

Walla Walla, Washington

San Francisco April 24

Your expose of the double-agent role
of Tapia at the San Francisco anti-
war demonstration should put to
rest the argument that he is a real
militant committed to the struggle
and advancement of La Raza. What
a front operation that was, when in
reality he is on the payroll of the
federal government as a fat-cat pov-
erty program director.

The unity of peoples against this
racist war was not co-opted regard-
less of such ill-planned devices by
the police establishment and their
flunky accomplices like 45th Assem-
bly Distriet candidates like Tapia.
He in no way represents the true
feelings of millions of Chicanos who
live in anguish over the murderous
destruction of innocent people ir
this current imperialist war.

The Militant must be commended
in objective and revealing reporting
on what took place on that beautiful
day in April

Viva La Causa, Viva the National
Chicano Moratorium.

RM
Los Angeles, Calif.

Out, damn buck
Your article on the international
monetary crisis was excellent.

The Wall Street Journal expressed
the European attitude toward the
American dollar on May 21. The
article, entitled "More to Come?" by
Alfred L. Malabre Jr., included a
poem at'the end by Robert Mundell,
a Canadian-born economist: -

Out, damned buck
From Glasgow to Rome
Give us gold,

Yankee, go home.

Ken Patten

Milwaukee, Wis.

Women and the war
The majority of women in this coun-
try, 78 percent according to Gallup

in January, oppose our involvement

in the Iddochina War. The number
is staggering, but what good does
just a number do? How can we
make ourselves visible? How can we
show such mass opposition? Since
we are such a diverse group, we
need to create a sense of community

of purpose: we need to unite in a
common action to show our com-
mon concern about the war.

Many of us are still unwilling or
unable to participate in public
marches and demonstrations, while
others of us have participated so
often we are looking for new means
of expression. For a start, we could
act as a national community of
women to make one day noticeably
different from other days.

On June 21, our longest day, let's
say that our longest war must stop!

We can say this with a united ac-
tion: by not spending any money
for goods or services on that day.
Empty supermarkets, ‘deserted shop-
ping centers, ghostly Main Streets :
all over the nation can be a dramat-
ic' demonstration of our: feelings.
Even though we are well aware we
won't hurt the economy with such a
simple step, we can (and we should)
clearly show our sohdarlty of
opinion. :

What we do in June will be just a
beginning, but we must start talking'
now, in the press, on the radio and
TV. We need each other for opin-
ions, organization, communication,
and moral support. Let us hear
from you. What are your thoughts?
What can you do?

Women Uniting to End the War
¢/o Terry Harburg

516 Oswego

Ann Arbor, Mich. 48104

Sweetback
I am surprised that Brother Derrick
Morrison in his review of Van
Peebles' Sweet Sweetback's Baad-
asssss Song failed to take a more
critical look at this film. According
to Van Peebles, the film stars "The
Black Community." If this is so,
then all Black women are either
whores or washed out old women
looking for a better life somewhere
beyond the horizons. That is, if we
aren't moaning and groaning in
church, then we're moaning and
groaning in bed, or even in the
bushes because his back was too
"sweet” to wait for the bed.

Brother Morrison failed to state
how Sweetback got his name.. The
film did not open with cops bring-

‘ing in a murder suspect. It opened

in a brothel. The character is se-
duced by a Black prostitute, and

-after the moaning, groaning and

muscular spasms, she tells him he
has a "sweetback." This so-called art
also gave credence to the stereotype
of the Black buck. You know, that
great big stud image who could
knock 'em all out in bed.

Van Peebles had nothing relevant
to say and the character Sweetback
bordered on the line of appearing
retarded. During the flight scene I
was reminded of Wright's Bigger
Thomas, although the intensity of
Native Son was not evident in the
film. (I am aware that Wright was
not a film director.)

In spite of the fact that Sweetback
challenges the myth of the invincible
Man, I could not bring myself to
say "right on" to his escape, for it
was an escape into another form of
pimpville. In essence, the film was
nausea.

Maxine Williams
New York, N.Y.



Vietnam Veterans need help
The enclosed first issue of The Last
Incursion, the voice of Vietnam Vet-
erans Against the War in Fayette-
ville and Ft. Bragg, is basically a
plea for help—money, both moral
and material support, old trading
stamps — anything you can spare
for the struggle. We describe in the
newsletter the urgent need to awak-
en the military man and woman to
the facts of their bondage. Vietnam
veterans have seen the naked face
of a racist war machine; there are
few that don't know that something
has gone terribly wrong. Making the
connections between war, racism, -
oppression, and the overwhelming
poison of big money is crucial to
their future as humans and citizens;
making that connection is our mis-
sion. We are working in the ghetto
of militarism and it's a rough road.
Your help can make it smoother,
and see to it that working men and
women cease to be used against
their fellow citizens at home and in
the world. A rich man's war is a
poor man's fight, anywhere.
Vietnam Veterans Against the War
at Ft. Bragg/Fayetteville is a local
organization with local concerns —
corruption in our VA hospital, em-
ployment discrimination against vet-
erans, racist practices and attitudes
at Ft. Bragg. But as an injury to
one is an injury to all, so all our
concerns are common in opposing
the war and what it is doing to our
people. Please help.
Vietnam Veterans Against the War
P.O. Box 1312
Fayetteville, N. C. 28301

Minnesota Daily

Readers of The Militant must won-
der what happened to the student
protest action here at the University
of Minnesota against the adminis-
tration's decision to move the Minne-
sota Daily to a nonunion print
shop, reported in your March 26
issue.

Here is what happened.

The campus protest never got be-
yond the initial March 11 rally. Al-
though Robert Koloski, president of
Local 42 of the Minneapolis Typo-
graphical Union, spoke at that ral-
ly and asked for campus support
of the union, his subsequent ap-
proach has been that the Daily
would see its mistakes through the
inability of the student staff to meet
deadlines and the lack of profession-
al printers to compose the paper.
He thought this would cause the
Daily to go begging to the union
shop to come back. It hasn't worked
out that way.

Since March, the Daily has pub-
lished regularly. Reports are that
Koloski was unhappy with the cam-
pus meeting and related publicity.
It's unfortunate for the union print-
ers who were laid off, because there
was a very broad grouping of cam-
pus people who wanted to continue
the fight. It appears as far as the
union is concerned that the issue is
dead.

Ken Shilman
Minneapolis, Minn.

The letters column is an open forum
for all viewpoints on subjects of gen-
eral interest to our readers. Please
keep your letters brief. Where neces-
sary they will be abridged. Please in-
dicate if your name may be used or
if you prefer that your initials be used
instead.
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It figures— A spokesman for the can-
ning industry says he’s ‘“‘very much
afraid’’ that industry efforts to pro-
vide low-mercury tuna will mean a
boost in prices. He said the process
of selecting and testing tuna will prove
quite costly. An FDA spokesman
agreed.

‘The Great S |ety

No-joke dep’t— A team of behavioral
scientists and industrial experts were
slated to hold a parley in Los Angeles
to show management personnel how
to deal with the emotional crises of
employees before they reached the
point of wasting labor and machine
hours. The gathering was sponsored
by the Suicide Prevention Center and
the Institute for the Study of Life
Threatening Behavior. Maybe they’ll
prescribe the abolition of capitalism.

" The Puritan ethic—Montgomery N.

McKinney, a Doyle Dane Bernach ex-
ecutive, responded to those who criti-
cize advertising gimmicks aimed at
creating a demand among children
for sawdust-like cereals. “‘Parents,’’ the
adman frostily observed, ‘““have some
responsibility for being able to con-
trol their children.”

Good news dep’t— For the benefit of
those who assert that we insist on
seeing only the bleak side of coffin-
nail addiction, we’re happy to report

*“Anybody seen my brown shirt around here?”

that artificial lungs are now so im-
proved that the possibility is foreseen
of their being used in chronic condi-
tions as well as in surgery.

Spiritual crackdown— The Vatican
has ordered a worldwide inventory
of its art treasures in a move to curb
unauthorized sales by members of the
hierarchy. Anyone caught making
such sales will be excommunicated and
not reinstated until financial repara-
tion is made. Apparently linking the

Oliphant/The Denver Post

rip-offs to current social trends, a Vat-
ican letter warned bishops to keep a
sharp eye on priests who “take mod-
ernization and changes in the liturgy
as an excuse to sell precious master-
pieces.”

Little did we know— In our neighbor-
hood, it was argued that in the ab-
sence of matches, the best way to start
a fire was to rub two Boy Scouts to-
gether. Today such talk could land
you in with the Berrigans.

— HARRY RING

Women:

The Insurgent Majority

Abortion struggle developments: On May 19, Maine House
of Representatives rejected by 89 to 53 a reform of the
Maine abortion law. The reform would have allowed
abortion if three doctors agreed it would be in the preg-
nant woman’s best interest. The current law, passed in the
eighteenth century, permits abortion only if the woman’s
life is endangered. Pennsylvania’s 1860 criminal abortion
law prohibits all abortions, but the actual practice of law
enforcement officials in Pennsylvania has been to consider
therapeutic abortions (abortions performed to save the
pregnant woman’s life or health) as legal. The law has
been declared unconstitutional by two county courts and
is presently being appealed to the State Supreme Court.

In Allentown, however, the Board of Trustees of Allen-
town Hospital issued an edict in March forbidding all
abortions in that hospital for any reason. The board took
this decision after the Allentown Evening Chronicle pub-
lished a story March 15 pointing out that at least 10
therapeutic abortions per month were being performed at
the hospital. The board justified its action by saying that
all abortions were illegal.

Because of the edict, one pregnant Allentown housewife
took an overdose of barbiturates. Several abortions that
had been scheduled were canceled.

The May 23 New York Times reported that, ““The French
Communist Party has rejected calls from women’s groups
for support of legal abortion for any woman who wants
one. The party’s Political Bureau said that abortion, now
illegal in France, should be permitted only when the preg-
nancy endangers the woman’s life, in case of pregnancy
resulting from rape or-incest, or if an investigation by a
commission of experts determines that the birth would
cause ‘grave social problems.’”

Catholic theologian Dr. Mary Daly supports the right of
women to abortion. Contrary to Roman Catholic bishops
and male theologians who start with questions like the
rights of the fetus, she notes, “Women start with different
questions, like How do you justify unwanted, repeated and
harmful pregnancies? or What are the rights of other chil-
dren?” ‘

The May 9 New York Times quoted her as saying that
while the church calls abortion murder, it tolerates war.

“The church has served to legitimize a patriarchal cul-
ture,”” said Dr. Daly speaking at Boston College. *“It's
time to rework the basic myths and symbols of theology
in light of the new awareness of how women have been
exploited.”

The first women’s liberation demonstration in the Philip-
pines took place March 15, reports Laging Una, a pub-
lication for Filippinos living in the Los Angeles area.
Hundreds of women took part in an opening rally against
rising prices, sponsored by Katipunan ng mga Kaba-
baihan Para S Kalayaan, described as a ‘“‘coordinating
body of progressive women.” The report noted that *The
unusual sight of women marching in a Catholic country
where the church frowns on such activity provoked some
violence from men along the line of march. At one or
two points stones and bottles were thrown atthe marchers.”

“I don’t care how many times you go to bed - or who you
go to bed with, but you don’t have the right to make me
pay for it,”” said Republican Illinois state representative
Webber Borchers, who has sponsored a bill that would
force Illinois welfare parents of three children to be ster-
ilized. Similar bills are under consideration in North Caro-
lina and Tennessee (see The Militant, May 21, for story
on Tennessee law).

At a conference in May, sponsored by the urban Research
Corporation of Chicago, on equal pay and promotion for
women, it was noted that from 1964 to 1971, $30-million
was found due to almost 80,000 employees, nearly all of
them women, through legal actions taken under the Fair
Labor Standards Act. A spokesperson from the Depart-
ment of Labor said complaints from women workers this
year are running double those of last year, and last year
they ran double those in 1969.

The May 14 New York Times, reporting on the con-
ference, indicated that ““among the 234 lawsuits filed for
equal pay, there were decisions in one case resulting in
payment of more than $900,000 plus $100,000 in inter-
est to 2,000 women employees, and in another case of
$126,000 plus $24,000 interest to 176 women and 26
men.”

Under the impact of the women’s liberation movement,
the gap between women’s and men’s wages narrowed in
1968 and 1969 after widening for more than 10 years,
according to figures from the Department of Labor re
ported in the May 15 Washington Post. In 1969, the
median salary of females was 60.5 percent of the median
salary of males. In 1968 women earned 58.2 percent of
what men earned, and in 1967 women earned only 57.8
percent. The Labor Department found that even when com-
paring the pay of males and females of equal educational
level and performing the same jobs, the salary gap was
substantial.

— CAROLINE LUND
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MalcoimX
and the

civil rights

By TONY THOMAS

In his April 9, attack on Black na-
tionalism ("Trotskyism: Racist Voice
on the Left"), Tony Monteiro of the
Communist Party and Young Work-
ers Liberation League charged that
Malcolm X "was uncritically drawn
into an unprincipled attack on the
mass [civil rights] movement that was
then in process. It was this that left
an opening for the YSA-SWP [Young
Socialist Alliance, Socialist Workers
Party] to worm into, and to oppor-
tunistically raise Malcolm X to be a
spokesman for their views."

Monteiro's notion of the views that
Malcolm shared with revolutionary
socialists is that "During the historical
civil rights upsurge of the 1960s, the
Trotskyites maintained a position of
abstention. .

"Slanderous attacks were focused
upon Martin Luther King Jr. and the
SCLC [Southern Christian Leadership
Conference]. When Blacks and whites
were beaten, fire-hosed,
murdered . . . [they] stood on the
sidelines criticizing and insulting these
people.” .

By making such slanders, Monteir
attempts to hide the real positions of
the SWP and YSA and the real po-
litical differences between King and
Malcolm over perspectives for the civ-
il rights movement.

Not on sidelines

Rather than opposing the civil rights
movement and sitting on the sidelines
as Monteiro charges, Malcolm X felt
that it was necessary for himself and
his supporters to participate in that
movement, even though he disagreed
with the purely integraticnist perspec-
tive of many of its leaders. In fact,
the need for Black nationalists to par-
ticipate in these mass struggles was
one of the reasons why Malcolm X
split from the Nation of Islam in
1964.
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Malcolm X and Martin Luther King in 1964

jailed and

After he split with the Muslims, Mal-
colm described the feelings he had
about the Nation's noninvolvement in
the civil rights movement while he
was in that organization. "I was con-
vinced that our Nation of Islam could
be an even greater force in the Amer-
ican Black man's overall struggle—
if we engaged in more action. By
that, I mean I thought privately that
we should have amended, or relaxed,
our general nonengagement policy. I
felt that wherever Black people com-
mitted themselves — in the Little Rocks
and Birminghams and other places —
militantly disciplined Muslims should
also be there. . . ." (The Autobiogra-
phy of Malcolm X, pp. 2934)

Although Malcolm rejected integra-
tion into white capitalist America as
an ultimate goal, a goal King and
many other civil rights leaders ad-
vocated, he felt that the demands for
equality being raised in these strug-
gles were part of the fight of African-
Americans against white oppression.

"Thus he saw participation in the
civil rights struggles as a way of deep-
ening and building . Black conscious-
ness. "I am prepared,” Malcolm said,
"to cooperate in local civil rights ac-
tions in the South and elsewhere and
shall do so, because every campaign
for specific objectives can only height-
en the political consciousness of the
Negroes and intensify their identifica-
tion against white society." ( The Last
Year of Malcolm X, by George Breit-
man, p. 19)

Malcolm also felt that the struggle
against segregation was part of the
struggle for Black control of the Black
community. .

"A segregated district or commu-
nity," he stated, "is a community in
which people live, but outsiders con-
trol the politics and the economy of
that community. They never refer to
the white section as a segregated com-

_rector of

munity. . . . The white man controls
. . . his own community —but he also
controls ‘yours. When you're under
someone else's control, you're segre-
gated. . . . You've got to control your
own." (Malcolm X Speaks, p. 42)

Malcolm's attitude was that Black
nationalists should work with every
organization in the Black community
on specific issues of common agree-
ment, including organizations and in-
dividuals they disagreed with on
many other questions. He stated that,
"We will work with anybody who is
sincerely interested in eliminating in-
justices that Negroes  suffer at the
hands of Uncle Sam."

Malcolm's support to the civil rights
struggles - of the 1960s was not limited
to verbal statements but was concre-
tized in action. He participated in
building support rallies and move-
ments in New York for Black orga-
nizations in the South. He also went
to Selma, Ala., during the struggle
that erupted there in early 1965. His
plans- for more active support to the
Southern-based struggles were cut
short by his assassination on Feb.
21, 1965, including a planned speech
in Mississippi the following weekend.

Thus, in no way could Malcolm
be accused of abstaining from the civ-
il rights movement or counterposing
Black nationalism to the struggle for
equality. He saw the struggle against
segregation as part of a unified pro-
cess of fighting for Black liberation.
This was precisely the same view held
by the SWP and YSA.

Democratic Party

Malcolm, however, did have real
differences with many of the leaders
of the civil rights movement. These
differences, in the final analysis, cen-
tered on the question of whether the
Black movement was to be subordi-
nated to "liberal" whites, particularly
the Democratic Party.

Does Monteiro think that Malcolm's
criticisms of Martin Luther King for
supporting the racist Democratic Par-
ty were "unprincipled” and "abstention-
ist"? Obviously so, since elsewhere in
his speech and during the discussion
period, Monteiro called on supporters
of Black liberation to support Dem-
ocratic Party liberals.

In fact, it was Martin Luther King
Jr., not Malcolm X, who called for
"abstention from the mass movement"
in 1964. On July 29 of that year,
Martin Luther King, president of
SCLC; Roy Wilkins, NAACP execu-
tive secretary; A. Philip Randolph,
chairman of the Negro American La-
bor Council; Whitney Young, execu-
tive director of the Urban League;
John Lewis, chairman of the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee;
Bayard Rustin, vice-chairman of the
1963 civil rights march on Washing-
ton; and James Farmer, national di-
the Congress of Racial
Equality, called for a "broad curtail-
ment, if not total moratorium" of all
civil' rights actions until the Nov. 3
elections. This action was taken be-

.cause these "leaders" felt' that any civil

rights actions might hinder the

-chances - .of .electing Lyndon Baines

Johnson president.

The -statement’ was denounced by
many local Black leaders and later
repudiated by Farmer and Lewis.

Malcolm's unequivocal response
was ‘that King and other supporters
of this "moratorium” had "sold them-
selves out and become campaign man-
agers in the Negro community for
Lyndon Johnson." His position was
that the Democratic Party and its "lib-
eral" leaders like LBJ were just as
responsible for the maintenance of the
racist system as more blatant racists
like Barry Goldwater or George Wal-
lace.

Whose strategy — Malcolm's or
King's, proved itself? Did Johnson —
for whom King was willing to stop
the Black liberation struggle— solve
any of the problems of racism, re-
pression and poverty faced by Black

people? Wasn't it under Johnson that
the criminal war in Vietham was es-

t calated?

Nonviolence

Another issue that divided King and
Malcolm was the question of self-de-
fense. Malcolm held that the civil
rights movement should exercise its
constitutional right to self-defense, in-
cluding armed self-defense.

Malcolm saw the basic right of self-
defense as part of the mass struggle
for Black equality: "We here in the
Organization of Afro-American Unity
are with the struggle in Mississippi
one thousand percent. We're with the
efforts to register our people in Mis-
sissippi to vote one thousand percent.
But we do not go along with any-
body telling us to help nonviolently.
We think that if the government says
that Negroes have a right to vote,
and then some Negroes come out to
vote, and some kind of Ku Klux Klan
is going to put them in the river, and
the government doesn't do anything
about it, it's time for us to organize
and band together and equip our-
selves and qualify ourselves to pro-
tect ourselves. And once you can pro-
tect yourself, you don't have to worry

about being hurt." (Malcolm X
Speaks, p. 144)
King, however, held the position

that nonviolent reaction to racist beat-
ings, shootings, and other forms of
brutality faced in the struggle, was
a principle.

The basis of his theory was that
by somehow awakening the "con-
science" of the ruling c)ass, Black de-
mands in the South could be won.
Not only this, but King held that
Blacks and other supporters of civil
rights should love, rather than hate,
their racist oppressors and should
withhold their natural right of self-
defense as an "act of love."

King's idea that an appeal to the
conscience of the ruling class, rather
than the independent organization of
Black people, would gain reforms for
our people, flowed from the same
kinds of illusions he had about the
role of capitalist liberals.

Rather than having its conscience
awakened by the brutalities that civil
rights activists faced, the federal gov-
ernment refused to enforce its own
laws, including the various civil rights
bills it cranked out. Time after time,
investigations were launched against
civil rights workers while racist mur-
derers went scot-free.

It was not any appeal to reason
or conscience but the mass actions of
Black people that won gains during
the civil rights movement.

Another test of the real thrust of
Martin Luther King's love-thy-oppres-
sor, nonviolent stance was his attitude
toward the use of violence by the gov-
ernment to crush Black rebellions that
erupted in - Newark and Detroit in
1967. According to the July 27, 1967,
New York Times, King, Wilkins, Ran-
dolph, and other "moderate” Black
leaders, "in response to an indirect
request from President Johnson," is-
sued a statement supporting *LBJ's
calls for "law and order" and denounc-
ing the riots as "mob rule." Earlier
King stated, "I'm very sorry federal
troops had to be called in. But there's
no question that when a riot erupts
it has to be halted."

Do Tony Monteiro, the Young
Workers Liberation T eague, and the
Communist Party think that Malcolm
was "unprincipled” for demanding that

| the civil rights movement use its con-

stitutional right to armed self-defense,
while Martin Luther King, who pro-
claimed that Black nonviolence was
a principle, condoned violence by the
white racist government against the
Black community? We would like to
have Monteiro tell us, who in this in-
stance was responsible for attacking
a "mass movement then in process" —
Malcolm X or Rev. King?




Malcolm X also challenged the "to- .

kenist" approach of King and other
civil rights. leaders at that time. He
felt that concentrating on the perspec-
tive of ending legalized segregation
did not go far enough in meeting the
problems faced by Black people, par-
ticularly in the Northern cities, where
"integration" legally existed.

"Tokenism," he said, "benefits only
a few. It never benefits the masses,
and the masses are the ones who have
the problem, not the few. . . .

"The masses of our people still have
bad housing, bad schooling, and in-
ferior jobs, jobs that don't compen-
sate with sufficient salaries for them
to carry on their life in this world.
So that the problem for the masses
has gone absolutely unsolved. The
only ones for whom it has been solved
are people like Whitney Young, who
is supposed to be placed in the cab-
inet, - so the rumor says. .. ." (Mal-
colm X Speaks, pp. 173-174) )

Malcolm saw the struggle not simply
as a fight for "civil rights"— the right
to be allowed to integrate, drop by
drop, into white racist society —but
for what he called "human rights"—
the right to live as a decent human
being. He felt that the Black liber-
ation movement should raise demands
dealing with all the fundamental social
and economic problems faced by the
masses of Black people.

Vietnam war

At a time when Martin Luther King
and other moderate leaders of the civil
rights movement called for separating
"domestic problems" —i.e. Black liber-
ation — from "international problems,"
and attacked those Blacks who did
take a stand against the imperialist
policies of the U.S. government, Mal-
colm opposed the Vietnam war. He
called for total U.S. withdrawal two
years before SNCC opposed the war
and three years before King did. Does
Monteiro think that this difference in
attitude on the racist war in Vietnam
is a result of Malcolm's "lack of prin-
ciple?”

Rather than an "unprincipled attack
on the mass movement,” Malcolm's
position in these disputes represented
an attack on an unprincipled policy
that led to selling out the mass move-
ment to the oppressor.

The ideas that Malcolm expressed
found great opposition from such na-
tional "leaders" of the civil rights

movement as Martin Luther King,
Whitney Young and Roy Wilkins, but
they found great popularity among
the rank-and-file civil rights workers.

. For many of us active in the struggle

at that time, Malcolm's ideas con-
firmed the experiences we derived from
the struggle. B :
Malcolm explained that "the local
civil rights leaders are usually in-
volved right in the midst of the situa-
tion. . . . usually they are more in
tune and in touch with the people.”
The nationally known leaders, how-
ever, are paid professionals, and
"whoever pays their salaries has a
great say-so in what they do and
what they don't do. So naturally, the
ones who pay the salaries of these

_nationally known Negro leaders are

the white liberals, and white liberals
are shocked and frightened whenever
you mention anything about some
X's.," (By Any Means Necessary,
p- 8)

This is why Malcolm advocated all-
Black, Black-controlled and Black-fi-
nanced organizations as the chief ve-
hicle of the Black liberation struggle.
He understood how organizations like
SCLC, the Urban League, and the
NAACP, with white members and de-
pending on white foundations and lib-
eral capitalists for donations, were
naturally unable to break the fetters
of capitalist politics.

The ideas of Malcolm X were proven
to be not in contradiction to but rather
the expression of the logical outcome
of the civil rights struggles. The rank-
and-file Black activists of SNCC and
CORE began to reject King's ideas
of supporting the Democratic Party,
loving the oppressor, opposing self-
defense, and building "integrated" or-
ganizations financed by big founda-
tions — and adopted many of Mal-
colm's ideas.

The concepts of Black power, Black
nationalism, and self-defense; an axis
of struggle that shifted from civil
rights to Black control of the Black
community; and independent Black
political action have characterized the
deepening Black radicalization since
that time. By attempting to slander
and attack Malcolm X, the SWP and
the YSA, and by promoting Martin
Luther King's reformist strategy, it
is Monteiro, the YWLL, and the Com-
munist Party who really are attack-
ing the "mass movement now in pro-
cess."

Five N.Y. Panthers
are still not free

By DERRICK MORRISON
NEW YORK — Although 13 New York
Black Panthers were acquitted May
13 on frame-up charges of conspiracy
to bomb department stores and police
stations, five await trial on other in-
dictments. Two of the 13, Michael
Tabor (Cetewayo) and Richard
Moore (Analye Dharuba), are in Al-
giers, having fled there in February.
The six immediately released were
Afeni Shakur, Joan Bird, Walter John-
son (Baba Odinga), Alex McKiever
(Catarra), Curtis Powell, and Lee
Roper (Shaba-Um).

The five remaining to face trumped-
up charges on other cases are Robert
Collier, John J. Casson (Ali Bey Has-
san), William King (Kinshasa), Lu-
mumba Shakur, and Clark Squire.

Shakur and Squire are charged with
robbery of a Bronx subway booth.
This charge came down in February
1969 after the district attorney's office
dropped a charge, for lack of evi-
dence, of sniping at police the previous
month.

In addition, Shakur and Kinshasa
are charged with kidnapping during
the prison rebellion that rocked the
Queens House of Detention last Oc-
tober. Several guards were held as
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hostages in order to focus attention
on the dehumanizing conditions in the
jail. Shakur and Kinshasa are being
framed with several other inmates.
Hassan has a gun-possession
charge pending.: But during the trial,
the judge withdrew this charge along

with others from the jury's considera-

tion.

Collier must await a hearing before
a parole board. He was one of several
framed in 1965 for allegedly conspir-
ing to blow up the Statue of Liberty.
After serving 21 months of a 5-year
sentence, he was paroled.

Only Squire and Kinshasa are out
on bail. Shakur and Hassan have
bonds of $7,500.

Despite the crushing -defeat dealt D. A.
Frank Hogan when he lost the longest
trial — eight months — in the history of
New York State, the Panther defense
is deeply in debt. The case began
April 2, 1969, when the 13 Panthers
were indicted along with eight -others.
Now, along with the debts already
accumulated, bail money has to be
raised and further court costs sus-
tained.

Contributions and checks can be
sent to: Lefcourt, Crain, Cohn, and
associates, 640 Broadway, Fifth
Floor, New York, N. Y. 10013.

By Any Means
Necessary

The following are accounts of activities commemorating May 19, the birthday
of Brother Malcolm X. ‘

From Detroit, Marsha Coleman reports a rally of over 400 Black students
at Highland Park Community College. The rally was sponsored by the Black
Moratorium Committee, Black Student United Front, HPCC Student Council,
and the Young Socialist Alliance. The speakers included Alesia Williams of
the BMC, Lawrence Merriweather of the BSUF, Rae Brown of the Free Angela
Davis Defense Committee at Wayne State University, and Maceo Dixon of the
YSA. A panel discussion followed the rally.

Keith Jones reported from Washington, D.C., a rally of 200 Black high
school students outside the D.C. government building. The rally was called
by the recently formed United Student Front, not only to honor Malcolm, but
to protest government-announced teacher cutbacks. Some students were unable
to attend due to school lock-ins by administrators.

The cutback of over 700 teachers and teacher aides has become a major
issue in D. C.

Speakers at the rally included: Charles Stephenson of the Third World Task
Force; Mamie Gray of D.C. Teachers College; and Jeanne Walton of the D.C.
Teachers Union.

In Chicago on May 21, a mass assembly of over 1,500 Black students took
place at Marshall High School. It was sponsored by the Black Student Union.
That night, at the Militant Labor Forum, an audience of 70 heard Jackie
Shaffer of the YSA and Marshall High BSU, Andrew Pulley of the Socialist
Workers Party, and Bill Hampton, brother of assassinated Black Panther lead-
er Fred Hampton, of the Maywood Community Organization. They paid trib-
ute to Malcolm X and discussed the relevance of his ideas for the struggle
today.

e

Apartheid in a South African plant

The General Motors Corporation recently held its annual stockholders meeting.
On May 21, the stockholders took up the Episcopal Church proposal calling
for GM withdrawal from South Africa. The Rt. Rev. John F. Hines presented
the proposal. According to the May 22 New York Times, “Bishop Hines said
today that ‘to date there has been no indication that American business pres-
ence has been a liberating force’ in South Africa. He added that investments
by American companies in South Africa had grown from $148-million in 1959
to $800-million this year.

‘“He also. said this period of time ‘has been marked by the intensification
and multiplication of repressive laws, and the gap between the average white
and African wages has increased.’”

In defense of GM’s operations in South Africa, which employ 6,000 workers,
over half of whom are Black, and their methods of selecting the Board of
Directors, GM chairman James M. Roche almost let the cat out of the bag:
He stated at one point, “We are a public corporation owned by free, white,”
and then, the Times reports, Roche suddenly lost his train of thought. In an
attempt to sweep the real deal under the rug, he demagogically added, ‘Black,
yellow, and people all over the world.”

The church resolution lost, of course.

A different type of protest against GM’s policies in South Africa occurred on
May 25. Unlike the stockholders meeting, it didn’t address itself to the crim-
inals but sought to organize the victims. This was a rally of 125 people at
Michigan State University in East Lansing. It was sponsored by the Pan-
African Student Organization in the Americas (PASOA), Black Liberation Front
International, 'Black Veterans, East Lansing Peace Council, United Ministries,
Student Mobilization Committee, and YSA.

Speakers denounced the CIA connections to MSU’s African studies program.
Their demands included severing of U.S. relations and aid to Portugal and
South Africa, selling of MSU stock in General Motors, and unconditional with
drawal of the U. S. from Southeast Asia. :

~-DERRICK MORRISON
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600 attend

national Chicana

conference

By MIRTA VIDAL
HOUSTON — Nearly 600 Chicanas
and Latinas from every part of the
country attended a national conference
—"La Conferencia de Mujeres por la
Raza"—held here on May 28-30. The
impressive turnout for this conference
was twice that originally estimated by
the conference organizers. This was
the first national conference of Raza
women ever to be held, and as was
stated several times during the week-
end, it was an extremely successful,
important and historic event.

The conference began Friday eve-
ning with greetings from Grace Gil
Olivarez, a prominent Chicana activ-
ist from Phoenix, Ariz., who explained
that the purpose of this gathering was
"to discuss our problems and come
up with solutions."

That was, in fact, a salient feature
of the conference, which was marked
by the enthusiasm and spirit of its
participants. Raza women had come
here to talk about our problems as
women and to get something done.

The first evening's major event was
a talk on "The Mexican-American
Women's Public and Self-Image" by
Julie Ruiz, who is currently writing
a book on Chicanas. Ruiz pointed
out that Chicanas are oppressed not
only as Mexican-Americans but also
as women.

The Saturday session began with
a keynote address by Grace Gil Oli-
varez entitled "Machismo— What Are
We Up Against?" Afterwards, we
broke up into workshops. Both the
morning and the afternoon workshops
drew up resolutions and were followed
by plenary sessions at which the res-
olutions were read.

‘Among these were "Sex and the Chi-
cana,” "Marriage: Chicana Style,"
"Feminist Movement: Do We Have a
Place in It?" "Women in Politics— Is
There Anyone There?" "Choices for
Chicanas: Education/Occupation,”
and "Exploitation of Women — The
Chicana Perspective."

The workshops, where we spent the
largest amount of time during the con-
ference, provided women with an op-
portunity to discuss freely and openly
the many problems that directly af-
fect our lives, and allowed for a real
exchange of ideas.

One underlying theme throughout
the weekend's discussions was that al-
though Raza males are severely op-
pressed, women are oppressed both
as women and as a part of La Raza.
There was also a general rejection
of the "traditional" role that the wom-
an has had in Chicano culture.

One of the most important concepts
expressed in these workshops was that
women must control their own bodies
in order to control our own lives.
Point VI of the "Sex and the Chicana"
workshop resolution, for example,
states: "Free, legal abortions and birth
control for the Chicano Community;
controlled by Chicanas. As Chicanas
we have the right to control our own
bodies."

Another important topic was dis-
cussed in the marriage workshop,
which stated as part of its resolution
that "Chicana motherhood should not
preclude educational, political, social,
and economic advancement, and . . .
there is a critical need for a 24-hour
child-care center in Chicano commau-
nities. . . ."
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As one solution to the problems
faced by Chicanas in the field of ed-
ucation and occupations, the work-
shop on "Choices for Chicanas" called
for a number of things, including
"control of our schools" and "that we
as Chicana women push for equal
pay as compared to men, to white
women."

One unfortunate aspect of the week-
end was the disruption of the Sunday
sessions by a group of women who
felt it necessary to walk out of the
conference in symbolic protest against
the YWCA, which was hosting it.

While it is known that the YWCA
has made no significant contributions
toward eliminating racism, despite its
pretense of championing that cause,
the protest action divided the confer-
ence, which had more important busi-
ness to carry out. The majority of
Raza women had come here from all
over the country to meet and discuss
issues that were relevant to us as Raza
women. We were not here to reform
the YWCA but to organize indepen-
dently of it, while taking advantage
of the facilities it offered.

Although it became clear during the
course of the conference that some
of the women who proposed and led
the walkout were opposed to the con-
cept of Chicanas getting together
around their own specific demands,
a number of women felt that the grie-
vances against the YWCA were valid
and joined the walkout on that basis.
In the midst of the confusion over
this question, about half the women

walked out and proceeded to a nearby |

park where they broke up into work-
shops and drew up a series of res-
olutions. The other half remained at
the Y, where a discussion on what
had happened took place.

The sentiment  of the remaining

.women was best expressed by one

Chicana who remarked, "If they [the
YWCA] are willing to pick up the
tab, I'm willing to let them do it."

The discussion then turned to the
unfinished business. It was agreed that
a second national Chicana conference
should be called sometime next year,
and a national steering board made
up of volunteers was set up to begin
to coordinate this effort.

It was also proposed that statewide
or regional conferences be held in the
meantime to discuss the issues that
were raised here, including the work-
shop resolutions, which were recom-
mended by the conference as sugges-
tions.

Also coming out of the conference
will be a national newsletter as well
as a Chicana newspaper— Las Hijas
de Cuahtemoc— which is already be-
ing published in San Diego, Calif.

When the women who went to the
park returned to read their resolu-
tions, the general reaction was that
this set of resolutions, which dealt with
issues of the broader Chicano move-
ment, did not include demands of par-
ticular relevance to Chicanas. We had
come here to discuss our problems
as women, and how we, as women,
can participate in the movement. Nev-
ertheless, the women were welcomed
and heard in the spirit of unity. A
new term arose among Raza women
this weekend — Hermanidad! (Sister-
hood!)

shift gears
Our' readers did a magnificent job of rallying to our appeal for con-
tributions to the Militant Improvement Fund. The $2,023.75 they
sent in during the past week put the total amount received at $5,-
664.25. This was more than the projected goal of $5,000, and pro-
vides us with several hundred additional dollars to use in our con-
tinuing expansion.

Thanks to the support of our readers, we will be able to purchase
the time- and labor-saving machines we need: a Cheshire iabeling
machine, which will save labor time by automating the current
process of stamping each subscriber's name and address onto The
Militant by hand; and a photo typositor, which will place at our
fingertips virtually any style of headline type available. This will
make for a more attractive Militant.

Special thanks goes to the "two fiftyish members of the work-
ing class' in Texas who dug deep last week and came up with
$500 for the fund. Their example inspired another supporter in New
York to donate $400. Many other readers also responded in the past
week; one even sent in $50 from Belgium.

A large part of the total amount contributed--$1,817.25--came
in small donations from no fewer than 191 readers. A further in-
dication of the breadth of the response is that the contributions
came from 33 different states, three provinces in Canada, American
Samoa, Belgium, and the Virgin Islands.

Your help will enable The Militant to respond more effectively

to the new opportunities for extending the ideas of revolutionary
socialism during the months ahead.




Harrisburg 8 witness wins court ruling

Sister Jogues Egan (far left) cannot be compelled to testify before Harrisburg grand jury, a court of
appeals ruled May 28. Defendants in the case, pictured left to right, are Philip Berrigan, Rev. Joseph
Wenderoth, Eqbal Ahmad, Anthony Scoblick, Sister Elizabeth McAlister, and Rev. Neil MclLaughlin. Not

pictured are Mary Cain-Scoblick and John Glick.

By LEE SMITH
The U.S. Third District Court of Ap-
peals called the Nixon government
"a lawbreaker" May 28 and ruled that
Sister Jogues Egan could not be com-
pelled to testify betore the Harrisburg
federal grand jury that named her
as a co-conspirator in the frameup
indictments of the Harrisburg Eight.
The ruling came on an appeal of
Egan's citation for contempt by Judge
R. Dixon Herman, who jailed the anti-
war nun in January when she refused
to answer the grand jury's questions.
Egan's attorneys argued the appeal
on the basis of the Fourth Amend-

“ment protection against unreasonable.

~search and seizure. The government
had argued that because she had been
_promised immunity from prosecution,
#Egan should be compelled to testify.
. The defense insisted that she had been
subpoenaed on the basis of evidence
“acquired illegally by wiretaps. Judge
‘Herman had denied the defense's re-
quest for a hearing to determine wheth-
er wiretaps had been used, but the ap-
peals court decision remanded Egan's
case for such a hearing.
_ The decision affects several other
witnesses who have refused to testify
in the grand jury's frame-up investi-
gation of Father Philip Berrigan and
seven others accused of plotting to
kidnap presidential adviser Henry
Kissinger, blow up heating tunnels
in Washington, and destroy Selective
Service records.
The appeals court ruling came three

days after the arraignment of seven of
the eight persons indicted so far in
this case.

Appearing before Judge Herman for
the arraignment were Philip Berrigan,
Egqbal Ahmad, John Glick, Sister
Elizabeth McAlister, Anthony Scoblick,
Mary Cain Scoblick, and the Rev.
Joseph Wenderoth. The eighth defen-
dant, the Rev. Neil McLaughlin, was
excused to attend his father's funeral.
The seven had automatic pleas of
not guilty entered for them by Judge
Herman when they refused to plead
as a protest against the "lawlessness"
with which the government has prose-
cuted the case.

In the same court a day earlier,
May 24, former U. S. attorney general
Ramsey Clark assailed the govern-
ment's response to a defense motion
for disclosure of all evidence obtained

by eavesdropping as "equivocal" and

said it "amounts to a refusal to search
their records." He criticized the Nixon
administration's use of surveillance as
"an utterly lawless philosophy,” assert-
ing that the president does not stand
above the Constitution. -

Arguing against the motion for dis-
closure of evidence and a series of
other pretrial motions, U. S. Attorney
William S. Lynch launched into a hys-
terical speech charging that the Har-
risburg defendants were worse than
the gangsters of organized crime.

According to the May 25 New York
Times, Lynch said organized crime
became involved in violence "only to

further its greed,”" but worse are "those
who reject society's definition of law
and criminality, people who would
overthrow the society under which we
live."

The Joseph McCarthy-style frenzy of
Lynch's statements reveals the frus-
tration the government feels in trying
to prosecute this frame-up in face of
overwhelming public support for the
defendants, buoyed up by the revival
of mass antiwar activity this spring.

‘The fact that such major publications
as the New York Times and Life mag-
azine have felt this public pressure
is reflected in recent editorials and
articles. In a May 19 editorial, the
Times editors score the "careless and
irresponsible” handling of the case by
the government. On one point, the
Times editors contradict their own re-
porter, Robert M. Smith, who wrote
in the paper May 6 that the govern-
ment "was unable to cite another case
in which" it had publicly released such
materials as the two letters from Ber-
rigan and McAlister attached to the
indictment. While the editors decided
the attaching of the letters "is not un-
precedented,” they still criticized the
action, referring to the letters as "ram-
bling and amateurish reflections on
possible acts [that] suggest the vaguest
kind of common enterprise rather than
a well-articulated criminal conspiracy.”

An article by Lee Lockwood in the
May 21 Life explains that the letters
actually represent McAlister's unique

impression of a rather idle conversa-
tion no one else took seriously and
Philip Berrigan's contradictory reac-
tion, tempered by the emotional de
pression of imprisonment. Lockwood
reconstructs the entire episode the gov-
ernment calls a "plot" and reveals the
only sinister aspect of a harmless con-
versation and correspondence to be
something introduced by agent pro-
vocateur Boyd F. Douglas, who acted
as courier for the letters and turned
over copies to his FBI employers.

Lockwood reports that Berrigan's
answer to McAlister was accompanied
by another letter—from Douglas—in
which the agent "expressed his enthu-
siasm for the kidnapping 'plan,’ say-
ing that he was 'delighted’' to be part
of a really big action at last” and in
which he "went on to say that he.
thought it was going to be necessary
touseagun. . .."

The government's efforts to frame
up this group of Catholic antiwar ac-
tivists are part of the overall attempt
by Nixon to stifle organized expres-
sion of the majority sentiment for get-
ting out of Indochina now. The fight
against these conspiracy charges goes
hand-in-hand with the fight against
the congressional red-baiting of the
antiwar movement. A massive turn-
out for the July 2-4 National Antiwar
Convention in New York City to plan
demonstrations in the fall will help
insure success in beating back both
of these attacks.

Irish women defy ban on contraceptives

By CAROLINE LUND

On May 22 the Irish women's libera-
tion movement openly defied the Irish
laws banning the importation or sale
of contraceptives in Ireland— and got
away with it. Forty-seven women's
liberation activists traveled to Belfast
in Northern Ireland, where contracep-
tives are legal, stocked up on many
different kinds of contraceptives, and
came back into Dublin by train.

The May 23 Washington Post de-
scribes their reception in Dublin: "Af-
ter confiscating a few devices, customs
officials gave up the battle when the
militants began hurling their contra-
ceptives across the customs barrier to
hundreds of cheering women inside
Connolly Station."

No searches were made of women
who said they were wearing internal
contraceptive devices. "So many wom-
en refused to give up their purchases,"
said the Washington Post, "that cus-
toms officials yielded. 'We don't want
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them; you can go through,' they said,
looking a bit rumpled."

The women also brought back litera-
ture on birth control, which is also
banned under the censorship act of
1948.

The right to contraception is one of
the hottest issues in Ireland at the
present time, and the women's libera-
tion movement is growing because of
its leadership of the struggle for the
right of Irish women to control their
own bodies. The May 9 Observer, a
London weekly, remarked that al-
though the women's liberation move-
ment has also acted against the eco-
nomic discrimination Irish women suf-
fer, "cdntraception is the issue which
has drawn to them women of all class-
es in Irish society."

The public controversy began when
a 26-year-old woman senator, Mary

Robinson, introduced a bill to repeal:

the anticontraception laws into the

. Irish Upper House of Parliament. In

March, the Women's Liberation Move-
ment in Dublin announced its support
for the bill. They argue that the anti-
contraception laws contradict the Irish
Constitution, which guarantees to citi-
zens "freedom of conscience and the
free profession and practice of religion,
subject to order and morality."

The Dublin Women's Liberation
Movement is called by The Observer
"the founding group of Irish women's
liberation." In it are several prominent
women journalists and some leaders
of the Irish Republican Movement

doon atter the women's movement
began to move on this issue, the Cath-
olic church reacted. The Archbishop
of Dublin declared in a Lenten pas-
toral letter that: "If legislation ispassed
which offends the objective moral law,
it will be a curse upon our country."
The women's movement organized
walk-outs from masses in which this

letter was read, and picketed the home
of the Archbishop.

"Shortly afterwards,” says The Ob-
server, "Senator Robinson was refused
time to debate her Bill in the Senate.

Since then, the going has been
hot and heavy. One Irish Member of
Parliament announced that 'sex was
foreign to Ireland,' but to judge by
the overflowing correspondence col-
umns of the newspapers, discussion of
it certainly is not."

The Observer reports that on April
14, Dublin Women's Liberation Move-
ment announced a public meeting.
"They expected a couple of hundred
curious . spectators. and got instead
more than 1,000. Queues of women,
anxious to speak and give their ex-
periences, had to be turned away.
There were meetings every night last
week of eager women coming together
to form: groups, discuss strategy, edu-
cate themselves and one another."
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The following article was published as an educational
supplement to issue No. 2, 1971, of the Swedish revolu-
tionary-socialist monthly Mullvaden (Mole). The transla-
tion is by Intercontinental Press.

By Ernest Mandel

American imperialism began to show its face in Latin
America early in the nineteenth century and later in the
Pacific area (expansion into the Japanese sphere and
the conquest of the Philippines). Since the opening of the
first world war, American imperialism has spread out
to encircle the entire world. In the competition among the
imperialist powers, American imperialism emerged as
the victor in the two imperialist world conflicts.

In fact, American imperialism was the only victor that
was strengthened militarily and economically by these
wars. All its most important competitors were weakened
by one or both of these conflicts.

There is no need to go into detail on the causes of Amer-
ican imperialism's superiority over its competitors. The
primary reasons are well known —enormous natural re-
sources, a better balance between industry and agricul-
ture, and a larger territorial and demographic base, which
made it possible to take advantage of industrial mass
production, wipe out all semifeudal vestiges, and permit
the development of a purer form of capitalism than in
the other imperialist states, and so forth.

It must be stressed, however, that American imperial-
ism's rise to the place of leading power on the planet
has been a dialectical process involving sharpening con-
tradictions throughout the rest of the world as well as
in American society itself. The American imperialist bour-
geoisie has been unable to take part in the race for world
domination without assuring its leadership of the capital-
ist world. In this it has been confronted with ever more
powerful anticapitalist forces.

As a result, the decisions of American imperialism are
often guided by the political necessity to defend the cap-
italist system on a worldwide scale. This need may con-
flict with its own particular interests. It is in this light
that the Marshall Plan must be seen. Far from being an
attempt to bring the European economy under Washing-
ton's control, it was, in historical perspective, the first
phase in rebuilding West European imperialism as an
independent force, more precisely a force with the capacity
to compete with the USA. This decision, however, was
not an irrational one.

Washington was faced with a choice between two evils
after the second world war. It had either to help bring
about the collapse of West European capitalism or permit
a powerful competitor to recover. American imperialism
chose the lesser evil, from its standpoint.

These introductory remarks are essential to avoid fall-
ing into economism or making an oversimplified analysis
of the economic roots of American imperialism.

Surplus capital

American imperialism is still rooted primarily in the
economic phenomenon which Lenin defined and which
continues in force for the entire imperialist epoch — the
existence of surplus capital in the imperialist countries
spreading out over the globe in search of superprofits.

The only modification that need be made in Lenin's
definition is that, since the second world war, this sur-
plus capital is no longer solely, or even primarily, flowing
toward the colonial or semicolonial "underdeveloped" coun-
tries, but also, to an increasing extent, toward other in-
dustrially developed imperialist countries.

This important difference with respect to the imperialism
of Lenin's day can be explained by the following factors:

1. The important differentials in technology and labor
productivity between American imperialism and the other
imperialist powers.

2. The difference in military and political power between
the USA and the other imperialist states, a difference
more pronounced than that in the economic sphere.

3. The increasing insecurity of investments in the co-
lonial and semicolonial countries, where the revolutionary
liberation movements have been on the advance.

4. The reduced geographical area in which invested
surplus capital can still produce profits, owing to the
overthrow of capitalism in large sections of the world.!

The end result of these uneven tendencies is that the
differences between the rate of profit in the USA and what
American capital can get in other countries (by exploiting
its technological advantages and thereby assuring im-
portant surplus profits) is sufficiently large to make ex-
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porting capital to other imperialist countries considerably
more enticing than investing in underdeveloped countries,
where the greater risks detract from the lure of higher
rates of profit.

At the same time that American capital is gradually

finding new outlets in the world, 2 the differences in labor
productivity and technical development between the USA
and the- other imperialist countries are evening out. This
process is reducing the profit-rate differentials between
these countries and once again making the underdeveloped
nations the only area that can absorb large surplus prof-
its. A relaxation in the tensions between the United States
and the Soviet Union may open up possibilities (however
modest) for investment of American capital in countries
with a socialist economic base, in the same way as FIAT
and Renault have already done in the automotive indus-
try. . «
But all the possibilities for investment cannot alter the
basic fact that, for the past twenty-five years, the major
part of American capital exports has been invested in
other imperialist countries rather than in the rest of the
world.

It must be remembered that these exports of capital
correspond to an economic need inherent in the monopoly
capitalist system. They are a response to a two-sided threat
of a decline in the average rate of profit in the main
fortresses of imperialism and a massive accumulation of
capital that cannot be invested in these centers without
threatening to bring about a grave new decline in the
average rate of profit.

Arms investment

The accumulation of an increasing capital surplus that
can no longer be invested profitably in any of the usual
economic sectors promotes not only exports but also a
rush for new areas of investment in sectors where the
average rate of profit is comparable to that in monop-
olized seetors but where investment does not threaten the

profit rate throughout the entire system. Arms production

(and its carry-over into the space sector) offers an area
for "substitute investment," to use Rosa Luxemburg's ex-
pression.

The advantages that flow from investments in the arms
industry are obvious. They do not reduce the volume of

capital already invested in other sectors of industry. To

the contrary, they stimulate heavy industrial production
and the supply of certain raw materials. Nor do they
compete with existing commodity production but create
products whose only buyer is the state and whose only
"consumption” value is to strengthen U.S. imperialism
internationally. Such investments also offer other mar-
ginal advantages which cannot be overlooked. They make
it possible to put a damper on cyclical fluctuations by
stabilizing an important part of investment volume. In
this way, the American economy is protected against a
crisis like that of 1929 (although the development of
periodic recessions cannot be prevented, which in the last
analysis are no less serious than the crises capitalism
has experienced throughout its entire history). These in-
vestments guarantee automatic profits for the monopolies

in an increasing number of sectors, all linked to defense.

The increasing importance of the war industry in the
American economy can be seen first of all in' its growing
influence in sectors like the electronic, airplane, and chem-
ical industries. This results in a twofold interrelationship
that stimulates the expansion of American imperialist cap-
ital.

1. The linking up of certain monopolies with war ma-
tériel production makes military industry and its exten-
sion into other fields a vital matter.

2. The link between certain high posts in the armed
forces and the government apparatus creates a vital in-
terest in maintaining the defense budget at an astronomical
level and raising it still higher.

This twofold symbiosis is all the more dangerous in
that it has a tendency to reproduce itself in foreign coun-
tries as a result of the construction of American bases
abroad and the sending of military "aid" and advisers
to "friendly" governments threatened by "subversion from
within" or "Communist aggression from without."

‘Even former President Eisenhower, conservative as he
was, expressed concern' at the end of his term over the
enormous growth of the industrial, military, and political
establishment. This establishment lives and flourishes es-
sentially from increasing defense expenditures, and needs
international conflicts to justify this growth to the Ameri-
can taxpayers.

U.S. soldiers gﬁording Dominican sbels di
Santo Domingo.
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It would be no less stupid to see the important role
that the arms industry plays in the American economy as
the sole result of maneuvers by this Mafia within the Amer-
ican bourgeoisie. The entire capitalist class is compelled
to carry on a permanent arms policy, since it is confront-
ed by the permanent revolution on a world scale and by
the industrial and military development of countries that
have already abolished capitalism. The aim of the arms
reduction conference is not disarmament but an attempt
to rationalize the arms race so that it can be supported
by the U.S. and Soviet defense budgets, which, despite
everything, are not unlimited.

In a world divided into two hostile camps, real disarma-
ment is completely utopian. Still more utopian is the idea
that monopoly capitalism can reallocate the sixteen to
seventeen billion dollars it spends annually on arms to
the public sectors of education, health, and aid to the
underdeveloped countries. Such a reallocation would re-
quire that the bourgeoisie change from a class driven by
the profit motive to a class working for the good of hu-
manity. Any great spread of capital outside the arms
sector would quickly threaten "civilian" capital investments
and thus the rate of profit. No such thing will ever happen.

Raw materials

In contrast to most of its competitors, American impe-
rialism was characterized by the fact that it had access
within its borders to the basic raw materials that are nec-
essary for modern industry. Even in the years immediate-
ly following the first world war, raw material imports were
of secondary importance and could easily be replaced with
synthetics.

The enormous expansion of American industrial pro-
duction at the end of the second world war changed this
situation, however. Today the USA must import ever
increasing quantities of raw materials, including such
basic items as oil, iron ore, bauxite, copper, magnesium,
and nickel. What is more, the available sources of such
materials in the U.S.'s own borders are rapidly decreas-
ing. With regard to oil, reserves will be exhausted at the
end of the century. The USA depends entirely on imports
for chromium, cobalt, and columbium, which are essen-
tial to steel production.

In other words, now, seventy-five years later than its
most important competitors, the USA must go out into
the world to look for new sources of raw materials — oil
in Latin America, the Near East, and West Africa; other
minerals in Canada, Australia, Africa, and elsewhere. In
this search it is colliding not only with the liberation move-
ments in various colonial and semicolonial countries, but
must also compete with other imperialist nations such as
England, Japan, France, West Germany, and in fact even
Spain.

To seize and control these resources has often involved
political conflicts, with resulting coups d'etat and local
wars (especially in West Africa over the last five years).
This can lead to sending military advisers and to de
facto development of American bases. The need for new
sources of raw materials explains the vigor with which
American imperialism clings to countries like Venezuela
and Brazil. They have been indispensable suppliers of
raw materials for the big American financial interests.3

Despite the fact that American capital exports to the
underdeveloped countries have been less extensive than
its exports to other imperialist countries, they have not
been insignificant. In the cases of important countries like
Indonesia and Brazil or other countries with great, al-
most untouched resources like the Congo, American cap-
ital exports have resulted in increasing interference by
American imperialism in the affairs of these semicolonial
countries. Conflicts have arisen with other imperialist pow-
ers, especially the old colonial powers that American im-
perialism is gradually displacing.

The most typical examples of the way American capital
has taken over in the past twenty years from earlier co-
lonial capital are to be seen in Indonesia (where it took
the place of Dutch capital), Morocco (French capital),
and Iran (English capital).

In the Congo we can clearly see the beginning of a
similar change, in this case involving Belgian capital,
even if for the moment this is better reflected in the re-
orientation of foreign trade than in capital investments.

This whole imperialist changing of the guard has not
been achieved simply by behind-the-scenes maneuvers but
has led to acute national and international conflicts, most
often accompanied by bloodbaths. From the overthrow of
Mossadegh up to the murder of Ben Barka and the im-
position of Mobutu by a coup d'etat, the roadway has

been lined with murders, conspiracies,
costing hundreds of thousands of lives.

and repression

‘American century’

To climax everything, American imperialism has not
achieved world domination. The dream of an "American
century" lasted only five years—from 1945 to 1950. It
was shattered not only by the increasing strength of the
anticapitalist forces on the international scale, but also
by the law of uneven development which the capitalist
world center has inexorably had to bow to, since that
permits no new position to be held forever. In compari-
son with the period 1945-50, the positions of American
"imperialism's most important competitors (with the ex-
ception of England) have grown stronger, not weaker,
vis-a-vis the USA. ’

The competition among the imperialist countries is more
acute than previously. We have not seen any superim-
perialism develop, but rather a continuing struggle among
the imperialist countries, each trying to shift the balance
of power in its favor. This competition among the impe-
rialist powers is taking place, however, within the frame-
work of the new worldwide relationship of forces. Capi-
tal has lost a third of the world, and the continual ex-
pansion of new revolutionary movements threatens to re-
lease new countries from its grip.

Under these conditions, interimperialist competition has
come to be replaced by interimperialist solidarity in con-
fronting the mortal threat that hangs over the entire sys-
tem. Stalin's hope for a new interimperialist war has
come to nought, if you disregard local conflicts between
imperialist puppets in Africa, Cyprus, and elsewhere.

One of the economic bases of American imperialism is
defense of the conditions for the reproduction of invested
U.S. capital when these seem to deteriorate or be threat-
ened. This precisely was the meaning of the coup d'etat
in Guatemala, which defended United Fruit's investments.
It was Creole Petroleum's investments that were protected
by military men sent to Venezuela; and the CIA was in-

"volved in the military coup in Brazil to safeguard the
United States Steel Corporation's investments. The same
sort of intervention in Greece enabled America's Litton
Industries to make big capital investments under extreme-
ly favorable conditions.

It is wrong, however, to look at the imperialist inter-
ventions in too narrow a focus, that is, only as defending
invested capital.

It is also a question of safeguarding future possibilities
and averting the danger of a chain reaction, with an
"unstable situation" in one country spreading to the sur-
rounding states. Thus, for example, direct American cap-
ital investment in South Vietnam is very modest. The in-
vestments in Thailand are, however, more significant;
and those in Malaysia, Indonesia, and India are con-
siderably greater.

By intervening with a counterrevolutionary aggression
in the civil war in Vietnam, American imperialism is
protecting the capitalist strongholds in the neighboring

" countries and trying to safeguard its future possibilities

in Southeast Asia. Today the American strategy must
inevitably be a global one. The fight in defense of cap-
ital is not necessarily waged where this capital is invested.
The battle may be fought in other countries where the
loss of imperialism's advanced positions could represent
a dangerous threat to the areas further back. .

An analysis of the economic forces that have determine
the development of American imperialism can lead only
to a conclusion that, in order to be effective, the anti-
capitalist forces must meet the international counterrevo-
lutionary strategy of big capital with a corresponding
worldwide strategy.

1. A study by a Chicago consultants' firm in 1960 revealed
that the thirty-five biggest American trusts had a net profit of
9.2 percent in the USA and 14.2 percent abroad (corporate
profits after taxes). The January 1, 1962, issue of the U.S.
News and World Report and the March 8, 1965, issue of News-
week came to similar conclusions.

2. Direct American corporate investments rose from $7.2 billion
in 1946 to $40.6 billion in 1963 and $54.4 billion in 1966.

3. According to Harry Magdoff, American imports of certain
raw materials have been increasing to the following extent, calcu-
lated as a percentage of U. S. production.

% in 9 in

1937 1966
Iron Ore 3 43
Copper -13 18
Lead 0 131
Zinc 7 140
Bauxite 113 638
0il -4 —
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30,000 commemorate Paris Commune

The following article by Jean Benoit
in the May 18 issue of the Paris daily
Le Monde describes the demonstra-
tions May 15-16 in commemoration
of the Paris Commune of 1871. The
actions were sponsored by the Ligue
Communiste (Communist League)
and Lutte Ouvriere (Workers Strug-
gle). Alain Krivine, Henri Weber and
Daniel Ben Said are leaders of the
Communist League. Michel Rodinson
is a member of Workers Struggle.
Maurice Thorez and Marcel Cachin
were leaders of the French Commu-
nist Party, and Daniel Cohn-Bendit
was a prominent figure during the
May-June events in 1968. This trans-
lation appeared in Intercontinental
Press, May 31.°

The joyous Trevolution, the slogan
that flowered on the barricades in May
1968, undoubtedly inspired the first
"revolutionary thinking" of the activ-
ists who gathered around the young
Fourth International speakers Satur-
day [May 15] at 8:00 p.m. in the
Seventh University district on the Quai
Saint-Bernard. In three springs, the
atmosphere has seldom been more en-
thusiastic, or more carnival-like, un-
der the futuristic towers of the Halle-
aux-Vins.

The colors were indeed joyous that
shone in this dense crowd of youths
in their twenties, sitting on the flag-
stones in the red glare of floodlights.
Joyous, too, were the Arab tambou-
rines and Peruvian flutes, the revolu-
tionary hymns storming against the
high aluminum and glass walls of
the School of Science, even the huge
portraits of Lenin and Trotsky that
dominated the gathering. And the wel-
come that was given to the delegations
from the provinces was joyous as well.
They came from Lyon, Le Havre,
Grenoble, Marseille, Aix-en-Provence
—in all nearly three thousand demon-
strators from more than fifty cities
arriving late, loaded down with flags.
- There was a striking, even some-
what disconcerting contrast between
this carnival atmosphere and the
gravity, one would even be tempted
to say severity, of the speeches.

International support

In keeping with their promise at
the November 20-21, 1970, conference
of nineteen Trotskyist organizations
in Brussels, the leaders of the Ligue
Communiste and Lutte Ouvriére in-
vited representatives of a certain num-
ber of foreign movements to celebrate
the hundredth anniversary of the
Commune in Paris. Twelve countries
sent delegates. And two Asians ap-
peared on the platform, one from Ben-

Herbert Marcuse addressing May 11 meeting of
500 at University of California in San Diego com-
memorating Paris Commune. Other speakers in-
cluded Theodore Edwards of the Socialist Workers
Party (far left), Prof. Franz Nauen (center left),
and Sherry Smith (not shown) of the Young So-

cialist Alliance.
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gal and the other from Ceylon, bring-
ing greetings from their revolutionary
formations. :

There was a kind of anomaly be-
tween the gaiety of the meeting —
young people shouting, clapping their
hands, and jumping around —and the
gravity of the subjects discussed by
these delegates from afar. They talked
about imperialism, the massacre of
minorities, the tragedy of the third
world and the exploited.

Marcel Rodinson, Henri Weber, and
Daniel Ben Said were to evoke "the
crisis of capitalism in Japan, in the
United States, and throughout Eu-
rope," at the same time as "the con-
tradictions in the Communist world
and even in the Trotgkyist movement."
However, according to the analysis
of these leaders, the next three years
will be decisive for the revolutionary
movement in the majority of coun-
tries. "The Commune is a hundred
years old,"” Ben Said shouted, "and
in these hundred years virtually noth-
ing has changed in the eternal con-
spiracy of the exploiters against the
exploited. Does that mean that we are
celebrating the Commune out of bra-
vado, to cheer ourselves up? No, be-
cause since May 1968 we have driven
a sizable wedge into the breach made
in capitalism and also in the Stalinist
bureaucracy. Since May 1968 the
Commune has been gaining new life,
here and throughout the world.”

On the question of the desecration
of the graves of Maurice Thorez and
Marcel Cachin, which he attributed
to "provocateurs,” the speaker ex-
claimed: "We have never bowed down
before idols of flesh and we will not
make a fetish of tombs and mauso-
leums. These things don't interest us.
What interests us in the Commune is
not the personal qualities of its work-
ing-class leaders but the meaning of
the struggle.”

Shouts of "Nixgn, Murderer,” "Pal-
estine Will Win," "May 68, Poland,
Indochina; Stalinism, No, Socialism,
Yes" preceded the "Internationale.” It
was sung with fist raised, or with
the four fingers of the right hand
spread, at first in a pop rumba
rhythm, then —when part of the crowd
protested —in a more orthodox ver-
sion.

After a call by Alain Krivine for
"a calm and dignified mass demon-
stration at the Mur des Fédérés," the
evening ended at 11:30 p.m. with
songs of the Spanish republic played
on stage by the guitarist Vasco
Ibanez. The only altercations that oc-
curred, on the outskirts of the univer-
sity grounds, did not go beyond the
stage of ‘argument. A few dozen anar-
chists opposed paying the admission

fee of 10 francs, which was charged
to cover the cost of housing the dele-
gations from the provinces.

30,000 march

Sunday morning [March 16], mem-
bers of the Ligue Communiste went
to the markets in the Twentieth Ar-
rondissement and in Ivry-sur-Seine to
distribute papers and to call the pop-
ulation to the mass meeting in Belle-
ville. If there were ten thousand per-
sons at the Halle-aux-Vins, there were
thirty thousand when the Trotskyist
activists met the second time at 3:00
in the Place des Fétes. Preceded by
giant banners with the portraits suc-
cessively of Karl Marx, Trotsky, and
Lenin, the members of the Central
Committee of the French section of
the Fourth International marched in
front of the foreign delegations — Brit-
ish, Italian, German, Austrian, Bel-
gian, Swiss, Swedish, and Danish, in
all about 1,000 persons. Then came
the members of Lutte Ouvriére and the
numerous Parisian and provincial sec-
tions of the Ligue Communiste.

Several hundred young people in
helmets served as monitors at the
head, rear, and along the sides of the
march. The procession proceeded
without the slightest incident from the
Eglise de Belleville to Pére Lachaise,
going down the Rue des Pyrénées and
through the Place Gambetta.

It was about 5:30 when the first»

wave of this sea of red flags entered
the cemetery by the north gate, chan-
neled by the keeper of Pére Lachaise
and guards in képis. The last rows
of demonstrators were still at the Rue
de Belleville. It was to take more than
two hours for this human tide to flow
through the cemetery paths to the
Boulevard de Ménilmontant.
Passing between the Mur des Fédé-
rés and the graves—now undefiled
by any trace of paint— of Maurice
Thorez and Marcel Cachin, young
people removed their helmets, gently

whistling the "Chant des Martyrs™

[Hymn to the Martyrs], while Alain
Krivine laid a wreath at the foot of
the plaque commemorating the Com-
munards shot in 1871. A few feet
from the monument to the forced la-
borers of Mauthausen, a group of
Germans softly sang the "Internation-
ale."

Krivine, Mandel speak

This ceremony wouia not be com-
plete without speeches. Stoically, the
Trotskyist activists stood in a driving
rain, listening for more than an hour
to Alain Krivine and Ernest Mandel,
one of the leaders of the Fourth Inter-

national. The latter arrived that same

evening from Brussels, after, it seems,
experiencing some difficulties in cross-
ing the frontier.

Stressing the large number of dem-
onstrators, Alain Krivine said that
"for the first time the Mur des Fédérés
has looked dewn not on usurpers of
the Commune's tradition but on real
continuators of therevolutionary strug-
gle of the communards," and that "for
the first time also since 1927 the Trot-
skyist groups stand out as the only
international revolutionary force." He
added: "The capitalists are right to
tremble. They do not face an anarchist
or spontanéist agglomeration, but
from now on they will have to reckon
with an organized force."

The Ligue Communiste leader's
warning was also directed "at the bu-
reaucrats of the PCF [Parti Commu-
niste Francais — French Communist
party], who have tried to blame the
leftists for desecrating the graves of
Thorez and Cachin, to hang a new
Reichstag fire on us."”

Krivine concluded: "We will fight this
fight for as long as it takes, but today
our movement is already assured of
victory. This is only a beginning, con-
tinue the struggle.”

Ernest Mandel, for his part, paid
homage to the Paris Commune, "which
laid the foundations of the dictatorship
of the proletariat and proved capable
of making a reality, along with work-
ers' councils, of genuine international-
ism." Mandel considered that "those
who aborted the revolutionary oppor-
tunities of June 1936 and May 1968
dare not hold their heads up when
they talk about the Commune." In
contrast, Mandel saluted the audacity
of the "communards of 1871," which
was all the more admirable, he said;
since more than a hundred years later
the problems they attacked have fidt
yet been solved.

During the demonstration, which
ended at about 6:30, other speakers
called for cheers for Cohn-Bendit
"who, even if he is not a member of
the Fourth .International, deserved a
place in this assembly." And they ex-
pressed their regret that several for-
eign Trotskyist leaders were denied
the opportunity to come into France.
Moreover, cries of "Messmer,* fascist,
murderer” followed the announcement
of the "death of an Antillean comrade,"”
which occurred, it seems, at the time
of the incidents that marked Messmer's.
visit to Martinique.

‘* Pierre Messmer, minister of state for
overseas departments and territories, re-
turned to Paris May 17 from an official
visit to Martinique and Guadeloupe, where
strong protest movements are going
on— IP




Why Nixon
wants to back

Llotkheed with

By DICK ROBERTS
and JON BRITTON
The Nixon administration's request

to Congress for a bill to guarantee a

$250-million loan to the Lockheed
Aircraft Corp. focuses attention on
problems in the U.S. economy that
go far beyond the potential bankrupt-
cy of Lockheed itself.

The Lockheed financial crisis takes
place within the context of a general
credit squeeze that has prevailed in
U.S. money markets since the Penn
Central bankruptcy last year. The
Nixon administration move marks a
new stage of intervention by the cap-
italist government to prop up the fal-
tering financial positions of leading
U. S. corporations and banks.

There are two immediate causes of
Lockheed's problems. First was the
refusal of the government to provide
the billions of dollars Lockheed de-
manded to build the C-5A troop trans-
port planes. This program alone piled
up $5-billion in "cost overruns"—
amounts demanded by Lockheed over
and above the original terms set with
the Pentagon.

Washington's refusal to provide un-
limited financing for. the C-5A was
partially the result of new public senti-
ment against such traditional give-
aways to the war industry. It also re-
flected the temporary cutbacks on
arms spending initiated by the John-
son and Nixon administrations to re-
duce inflationary pressures on the
economy.

The second immediate cause of the
Lockheed financial crisis was the dec-
laration of bankruptcy earlier this
year by Britain's renowned Rolls-
Royce corporation. Rolls-Royce was
under contract to build the engines
for the L-1011 TriStar airbus, a giant
commercial jet Lockheed is manufac-
turing in order to carve a place for
itself in the commercial aircraft mar-
ket. (Before this, Lockheed's business
was almost entirely in military air-
planes.)

As can be seen from the diagram
on this page, the combined efforts of
many firms, in addition to Lockheed
and Rolls-Royce, are involved in de
veloping and building the TriStar.
And some of these companies could
themselves face financial chaos in the
event of the collapse of the project.

Treasury Secretary John B. Con-
nally, who is handling the Lockheed
situation for the Nixon administration,
told Business Week magazine, May
15, "If the... L-1011 airbus pro-
gram is allowed to go under . . . 24,-
000 jobs in 25 states will disappear
and a $1.4-billion investment in the
plane will be lost."

The disappearance of 24,000 jobs,
of course, is of little concern to the
ruling class, whose recessionary poli-
cies have already led to unemploy-
ment levels of over five million Amer-
ican workers. But the loss of $1.4-
billion and the possible domino effect
of a Lockheed failure are different
matters.

Not shown in the diagram are the
banks intimately linked to the TriStar
project through the loans they have
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made to participating corporations.
Nor are the airlines themselves shown,
some of which have already placed
tens of millions of dollars in advance
orders for the jetliner.

Says Business Week, "Trans World
Airlines, which has $101.3-million in-
vested in the L-1011, stands to lose
the most, followed by Eastern, and
then Delta. . . . In fact, there is spec-
ulation on Wall Street that if Lock-
heed topples, TWA may not be far
behind."

Business Week gives the following
breakdown of the $1.4-billion invest-
ment that is threatened: ". . . $400-
million has been lent to Lockheed for
airbus development by a consortium
of 24 banks. Seven of these banks
each carry $30-million of the loan.

Their earnings statements would
be hurt severely by a Lockheed
crash. . . .

"Lockheed itself has $375-million in-
vested in the L-1011. In addition, sup-
pliers have $350-million at stake, and
the airlines have $240-million in ad-
vance payments on the line."

The fear of seeing $1.4-billion go

up in smoke is enough to make any |

capitalist government uneasy. But
what makes Lockheed's financial dif-
ficulties a matter of urgent concern
to the ruling class and its government
is the fact that this potential bankrupt-
cy takes place within the framework
of a major credit squeeze and thus
could set off a string of corporate
failures, with unknown consequences
to the economy as a whole.

The credit squeeze is due, on the
one hand, to the fact that despite Fed-
eral Reserve moves to loosen credit,
the major banks are maintaining ex-
tremely tough lending policies (an un-
willingness to make large loans to
corporations without exceptional
guarantees). The Penn Central col-
lapse jolted them into recognizing the
dangerous burden of debt being car-
ried by many large U.S. corpo-
rations.

On the other hand, the current eco-
nomic downturn has been accompa-
nied by declines in sales and profits,
and consequently, many corporations
are badly in need of cash to make
payments on their debts and to carry
on their operations.

The large debts incurred by U.S.
corporations in the past two decades
were prompted by intense domestic
and international competition, which
forced these firms to raise huge
amounts of capital for expansion and
modernization. Corporations raised a
large share of this capital by increas-
ing their debt through bond sales and
bank loans as opposed to the alter-
native and more conservative method
of selling additional shares of stock.

They opted for this course because
many corporate heads, and bankers
too, became convinced that the "new
economics” and the governmental pol-
icies flowing therefrom had all but
eliminated the threat of severe eco-
nomic downturns, thus making out-
moded the old standards of what con-
stituted a "prudent” debt load. In-
volved also were certain tax advan-
tages (for example, interest on bor-

Wrisht in The Miam! News.

rowed money is tax deductible to cor-
porations whereas stock dividends are
not).

Figures released by the Department
of Commerce show the trend. Total
corporate long-term debt rose from
$72-billion in 1950 to $168-billion
in 1960 and $344-billion in 1968.
Total short-term debt (repayable in
90 to 270 days) rose from $95-billion
in 1950 to $194-billion in 1960 and
$380-billion in 1968. The May 1971
Fortune magazine turned attention to
the overall situation in an article by
Carol J. Loomis entitled: "The Lesson
of the Credit Crisis.”

Says Loomis, "Between 1960 and
1970 . . . the largest industrial com-
panies made a powerful move toward
higher levels of debt, reaching a point
last year at which no less than 106
companies out of the top 500 had debt
ratios (long-term debt as a proportion
of total capital) exceeding 40 percent.
Of these, sixteen were in the strato-
sphere beyond 60 percent, and three—
Ling-Tempco-Vought, General Host,
and Rapid-American— were winging
it, so to speak, beyond 80 percent."

When the economy began to slow
down with the current recession, and
the danger emerged that one or an-
other corporation would not be able
to raise the cash to meet its debt
payments, a panicky atmosphere set
into New York's money markets.

"The turning point in businessmen's
thinking about debt," writes Fortune
magazine's Loomis, "— the event that
ripped the confidence of the business
world, that convinced even the stub-
bornest diehards that the long eco-
nomic boom was really over . . . was
the Penn Central bankruptcy.”

The declaration of bankruptcy by
this mighty railroad corporation— the
owner of a third of the nation's rail
networks —sent the money markets
"into a tailspin,” says Loomis.

"Some financial authorities who had
an overview of the situation last sum-
mer beliéve that the country escaped
a massive credit collapse by the nar-
rowest of margins. What averted the
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disaster was the immediate interven-
tion of the Federal Reserve, which
began maneuvering on the weekend
of the Penn Central bankruptcy to
make additional money available to
the commercial banks. . . ."

The Nixon administration reversed
its monetary policies, abandoning the
tight-money policies that had driven
interest rates to historic peaks and
making cash reserves available to
banks. This allowed the banks to
make urgently needed short-term
loans at lower interest rates.

These monetary policies temporarily
cooled the panicky atmosphere in New
York. But this was done at the expense
of forcing many corporations even
deeper into debt, much of it short-term
debt, since under the conditions of
uncertainty prevailing in the economy
then (and now), banks were unwilling
to lend as much on the long-term.
Fast repayment was, and still is, the
order of the day.

The Lockheed crisis shows that the
general credit squeeze in the U.S.
economy has not been resolved by
looser money. The banks themselves
are well aware that pumping more
and more money into the system when
production is not generally rising is
only a short-term "solution.”

Because of the enormous risks in-
volved in lending additional money to
Lockheed, the banks have demanded
that— no matter what the interest rate
they could get from Lockheed! —the
government agree to underwrite any
losses they would accrue, up to $250-
million, if Lockheed goes under.

The deepening credit squeeze con-
sequently finds the ruling class more
and more turning toward using the
government as a financial buttress to
its stranglehold on the economy.
Thus, while federal, state and munici-
pal social services are being stripped
to the minimum, and unemployment
is increasing across the nation, the
Nixon administration is willing to al-
locate $250-million of taxpayers'
money to bail out Lockheed's banking
creditors.
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The Nixon administration is asking for a federal guarantee

for $250-million in bank foans to back Lockheed's production
of this giant commercial jefliner, the L-1011 TriStar. The dio-
gram shows many other corporations involved in producing
parts for the multimillion-dollar “airbus.”

15




.S. corporate farming
—big profits for a few

By MARVEL SCHOLL

Much is written in the slick maga-
zines about the "farm crisis,” maybe
to explain away why the price of food
is going sky high.

Today when one speaks of a "farm,
the general understanding is that the
word means a vast acreage under
the ownership of one corporation, di-
vided according to crop into sections
. supervised by a manager, worked by
~ temporary. hands and their families.

And that picture is a true one..

In 1900, the farm population of
this country was more than 70 per-
cent of the total. Today there are less
than 3 percent of the more than 200
million Americans who live on and
earn their living from the land. The
government estimates that the num-
ber of farms in 1971 is about 2.9
million, down more than one million
since 1960. In the same period, the
average size of U.S. farms has
climbed by 31 percent and is now
389 acres.

According to the April 12 U.S.
News & World Report, net farm in-
come has dropped from a high of
$13-billion in 1969 to $12.3-billion
in 1971. The charts provided in the
U.S. News article show that produc-
tion costs have risen during the same
period from $35.5-billion to $41.2-
billion.

The figures for net income include
the huge government subsidies paid
to farm owners for not growing crops.
Naturally, the largest of these pay-
ments go to the factory farms since
they have more land to deposit in
the so-called land banks.

According to the same U.S. News
article, $3.8-billion was paid out by
the Agriculture Department in 1969
to restrict production and bolster
prices. Three-quarters of that money
“went to the one-third of the nation's
farmers who have the largest opera-
tions as measured by gross sales.

The day is long past when a fam-

ily could earn a living on 40 acres,
or even on 160. But those who still
try find it ever more difficult to ob-

" tain financing for buying land and

machinery. Land values have risen,
taxes have increased, interest is high.
And income received from the sale
of cash crops (for instance hogs,

‘which used to be the one sure money

crop upon which such a family could
depend) is low compared to the cost
of producing these crops on a small
farm.

Who then is making the profit from

the high cost of food (up 0.9 per-
cent in April alone)?
. The factory farms and ranches
which operate vast expanses of land,
with high government subsidies and
underpaid labor, are certainly getting
their share. (These farms and ranches,
in turn, are often owned by the huge
supermarket chains that distribute and
market the food.) The average wage
paid the millions of men, women and
children who form the bulk of agri-
cultural labor was $1.58 in 1969 —
not even the federal minimum wage.
No farmer is obligated to pay the
minimum wage unless he employs
seven full-time, year-round workers.
And it is only a bookkeeping trans-
action to fire permanent hands for
long enough to keep them from be-
ing classified as "year-round" em-
ployees.

One needs only to take an auto-
mobile trip through the Mississippi
Valley, or the Western Plains states
to recognize that the old-fashioned
farm is a thing of the past. The old
farm houses, their windows broken,
chimneys fallen, porches and door-

- steps sagging, surrounded by collaps-

ing outhouses and barns, with rusty
windmills minus their sails — some of
these are the tombstones of a dead
past. But these markers will not last
for long. Once the factory-farmer
needs the space they occupy, the bull-
dozer will make short work of them.

Migrant workers picking onions in Zavala County,
Texas.
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On this car trip, you will see other
signs of the times. Huge fields of
beans, asparagus, peas, or potatoes,
with small children bent over pick-
ing, and then, right in the fields, a
canning factory or freezing plant. A

. large herd of cows grazing, and then

moving slowly to gigantic milking
sheds where each cow in its turn is
hitched to a milking machine —con-
nected to pipes which carry the milk
to either refrigerated trucks or pro-
cessing plants.

Drive up the Minnesota Valley from
Le Sueur to St. Paul, once the home-
land of the small vegetable grower —
today the property of the Jolly Green
Giant.

Drive along the Arkansas River in
Colorado and see the fenced-in lands
owned by the Rocky Mountain Cattle
Corporation —miles and miles of it
. These are but a few graphic exam-
ples of what has happened to the land
that once was worked by 70 percent
of the population.

Progress in the production of food
stuffs is good. It is not economical
to divide the land into small tracts
operated inefficiently by individual
farmers using simple tools and back-
breaking methods of work. Under a
socialist society, large-scale agricul-
ture will be operated as a nationalized
industry, not as the private property
of capitalist land hogs and price goug-
ers. Food will be plentiful and avail-
able to all, not high priced and ra-
tioned to the poor by means of food
stamps, as it is now.

The mechanization of farming has
made it impossible for the small farm-
er to exist—for instance, a corn har-
vester which can cut, husk and shell

500 bushels of corn in one day is’

a far cry from yesterday when an
experienced farmer could husk only
60 bushels a day, leaving all of the
other operations —stacking stalks to
dry for silage, shelling the corn, etc.,
still to be done by hand. But such a
machine costs $150,000.

Once, when the wheat was ripe and
ready for threshing, the old steam
thresher moved from farm to farm,
and the neighbors gathered .at each
place to bring in the crop and. haul
the grain away to the elevator where
it was stored and marketed.

Threshing was a busy time of the
year, not only for the farm men but
for the women as well. Before dawn,
they were up, the cook stove glow-
ing red, to prepare three meals of
giganti¢ proportions.

Today the corporation farms own
their own highly efficient harvesting
machines. The workers are migrants,
and if they eat, it is out of a paper
sack.

When a nation which potentially can
produce enough food to feed the whole
world has within its own borders more
than 20 million people who go to
bed hungry every night—and when
several millions of those hungry peo-
ple are the very ones who spend their
lives cultivating and harvesting much
of the food —then it is time to take
another look at this "crisis.”

The next time you buy a package
of frozen vegetables, or a head of
lettuce, don't blame the worker in the
field, or the small farmer in Iowa
or Kansas or California. Neither the
worker nor the small farmer is to
blame for the high price you have
to pay. Blame rather the capitalist
system itself —with its banks, the large
insurance companies, the corporation
farms, which together with the federal
government restrict food production
so as to guarantee high prices.

They are the ones who reap the
profits.

Conviction
of Soviet

Jews

MAY 31 —On May 20, nine Soviet
Jews on trial in Leningrad were con-
victed of "anti-Soviet" activity and giv-
en prison terms ranging from one to
10 years. One week later, four more
Jews on trial in Riga were found
guilty of "anti-Soviet activity” and sen-
tenced to prison camp terms ranging
from one to three years.

Defendants in both trials had at first
been linked by the Soviet news agency
TASS to a plot to hijack a jet to Is-
rael, for which 12 Soviet citizens were
convicted in an earlier trial in Lenin-
grad last January. This accusation,
however, subsequently appeared to be
modified. The New York Times re-
ported May 21, for instance, that the
two major defendants in the trial of
the Leningrad nine, Gilya I. Butman
and Mikhail L. Korenblit, "were ap-
parently not involved in that attempt
directly, but were convicted for help-
ing plan an earlier hijacking that was
never carried out."

The fact that the defendants were
charged first with one hijacking plot,
then with another, and finally con-
victed of charges not relating directly
to hijacking but to "anti-Soviet activ-
ity" demonstrates that the Soviet bu-
reaucracy is concerned with more than
potential hijackers. The treatment they
received is an ominous warning to all
oppressed nationalities in the Soviet
Union and to opponents of the Brezh-
nev leadership in general.

Because of ‘the official secrecy, it is
not possible to tell whether the nine
actually participated in a hijacking
plot, whether they knew of such a plot
but did not report it, or whether the
charge is a government fabrication.

The verdicts came as no surprise.
The quality of the trial can be inferred
from the statements of the defense at-
torneys. The May 19 Washington Post
quoted from a TASS release describ-
ing the summation of Korenblit's law-
yer, Yuri Buzinier, who stated that
all the defendants except Korenblit
were "pawns in the speculative gamble"
of Israeli Zionists.

The defense counsel for Butman said
that Butman and the others were "well
aware that they are being tried for
their concrete criminal offenses." The
defense lawyers asked for leniency on
the grounds that the defendants had
acknowledged their guilt.

On May 24, four days after the ver-
dict was handed down in the Lenin-
grad trial, the four Soviet Jews went
on trial in Riga. Bernard Gwertzman
reported in the May 27 New York
Times that "even though they were
not charged with planning a hijack-
ing, the Riga defendants were linked
to the Leningrad cases by the prose-
cutor.”

TASS stated that the prosecutor be-
lieved "that available evidence shows
convincingly the guilt of every one of
the group which fabricated and circu-
lated anti-Soviet, slanderous materials
that prepared the ground" for the
would-be hijackers "to commit a par-
ticularly dangerous crime—treason.”

The Riga trial was held before the
Latvian Supreme Court and cannot
be appealed. Since the Leningrad
trials were conducted in city courts
they may be appealed to the Russian
Republic Supreme Court.

In addition to the cases of the Len-
ingrad and Riga defendants, there are
nine Jews in Kishinev, Moldavia,
awaiting trial on charges related to
these two cases.



The purge in Egypt

a shift to the right?

From Intercontinental Press
By GERRY FOLEY

A major political struggle seems to
have been unleashed by the jailing
May 13 of nine leaders of the Egyp-
tian state and party apparatus. In
an editorial May 20, the well-informed
Paris daily Le Monde commented:
"The fact that the chief of state [Presi-
dent Anwar el-Sadat] ordered the oust-
ed leaders Sabry, Gomaa, Sharaf, and
General Fawzi sent to the Abu Zaabal
prison —which has been reserved for
incorrigible criminals and which was
the place Communists were sent to in
the past— indicates Sadat's fear of his
enemies making a comeback.”

Following the first arrests, Sadat
moved swiftly against opponents in
the mass media, apparently in an at-
tempt to seize full control of all means
of communications: "Several leading
figures in Egyptian radio and tele-
vision were arrested for changing the
schedule of programs last Thursday.
[May 13], the first day of the crisis,
notably Mohammed Uruk, director of
'Voice of the Arabs,'" Le Monde re-
ported May 19.

"According to the Middle East News
Agency, which reported these facts,
Uruk gave orders for the regular pro-
grams to be replaced last Thursday
between 10:00 p.m. and sign-off by
broadcasts of military marches and
patriotic songs. )

"The newspaper Al Gumhuriya an-
nounced Tuesday morning [May 18]
that several secretaries and members
of the Cairo section of the Arab So-
cialist Union are being questioned for
spreading false rumors. . . . The Cai-
ro ASU secretary, Abdel Meguid Fa-
rid, who was one of President Nasser's
closest collaborators, was allegedly

the originator of these false rumors." .

According to UPI dispatches, the
purges were directed against a secret
organization of 500 to 800 persons
which the deposed minister of the In-
terior, Sharawy Gomaa, was sup-
posed to have built up in the Arab
Socialist Union. Members of this net-
work were allegedly placed in the pub-
lic services, the government-controlled
industries, and some papers.

To preside over the purges, Sadat
set up a provisional secretariat of the
ASU, consisting of eight persons.

About 130 members of the armed
forces were arrested, according to a
report in the May 20 Le Monde, which
noted: "The paper Al Ahram indicates,
moreover, that the purge has also
extended to the Arab Socialist Union
youth movement and that a certain
number of its provincial secretaries
have been put under house arrest."

New York Times correspondent
Raymond H. Anderson reported May

17 from Cairo: "As many as a third.
of Egypt's 24 provincial governors, -

a number of ambassadors and a

group of journalists and second-level -
officials are expected to be removed

from their posts soon."”

‘In a dispatch from Beirut in the
May 19 issue of the Christian Science
Monitor, Godfrey Jansen wrote: "He
[Sadat] is purging the administration
more swiftly and thoroughly than Mr.
Nasser did even when he took over
the corrupt monarchical structure in
the early 1950's."

Sadat's purges seem to be going
hand in hand with a campaign of
mass political intimidation: "On the
psychological level, the president is
sparing no means to impress people
that he is now the only 'boss,’"” Le
Monde reported May 19. "Photo-
graphs of the chief of state, hitherto
rare in government offices . .. are
now obligatory. The papers are full
of ads paid for by the big state bodies
or unions declaring their support for
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to the right,

‘more repressive system,

the chief of state, and illustrated by
his picture. Numerous banners and
posters honoring the president of the

 republic have been put up nearly

everywhere in Cairo."
A New York Times dispatch from
Cairo May 17 noted: "President Anwar

el-Sadat has agreed to a request by

police and security officers that he
be their commander in chief, it was
reported today."

Le Monde's editorial writer indicat-
ed May 20 that Sadat has based him-

self on right-wing elements: "For the .
. moment President Sadat has scored
points by assuring himself the supp ort

of the clergy and the old and new
bourgeoisie. The composition of the
new government itself, shifted strongly
can only reassure the
free-enterprisers at home, and the
United States abroad.”

Official circles in the great powers
seemed to interpret the purges as pre-
paratory to Egypt's accepting U.S.
terms for a settlement with Israel and

Anwar el-Sadat

a retreat from the nationalism of the
Nasserite regime's earlier years.

"It is true that the State Department
has made no official statement, but
official and press commentary indi-
cates that Washington is favorable to
the team that has firmly grasped the
levers of power in Cairo," an editorial
in the May 16-17 issue of Le Monde
noted.

Following the first arrests of May
13, the international press has referred
more and more frequently to the
ousted group as "the Nasserite left"
or a "pro-Communist" or "pro-Soviet"
wing of the ASU. The extent of the
purges indicates that the antagonism
between the Sabry-Gomaa grouping

.in the state and party bureaucracy

and the forces backing Sadat may be
deep. But since the leaders now jailed
did not wage a public struggle against

" the Sadat leadership, except, perhaps,
~“belatedly and abortively, it is not clear

what positions they stood for
It does seem clear, however, that if

‘the "Nasserite left" contained: militant

anti-imperialist . or -revolutionary - ele-
ments, these forces made a serious
error by implicating themselves with

' the repressive state apparatus.

Although apparently moving to the
right and ultimately toward an even
Sadat was
able to use democratic appeals against
the ousted group, seemingly with tell-
ing effect. An article May 17 by Abdel
Rahman el-Sharkawy in the Cairo
daily el-Akhbar evoked the sentiment
the dominant group is trying to ex-
ploit:

"If anyone ever raised his voice call-

ing for reforms in the revolution, or .

demanded that a blemish on socialism

be removed, or dared to criticize the |

'petty Caesars,' he would be thrown
to the lions or into the darkest dun-
geons —accused of conspiring against
socialism and the revolution.”

Israeli cops attack

Panther protest

By TONY THOMAS

MAY 26 — A demonstration called in
Jerusalem on May 18 by the Israeli
Black Panthers, a group protesting
discrimination against Oriental Jews
in Israel, was attacked by the police.
According to the May 21 Le Monde,
"dozens" of demonstrators were beaten.
The May 31 Newsweek reports that
more than a hundred demonstrators
were arrested.

An article in the May 1971 issue of
the Periodic Jew, published by Jewish
students in Newark, N. J., reports that
the demonstration turned out over 3,-
000 people. This mass turnout is re-
ported to have been in response to
recent frame-up charges against lead-
ers of the Black Panthers and Matzpen
(the Israeli Socialist Organization).
These activists were framed up on
charges of "illegal conspiracy” —that
is, planning the demonstration that
had been earlier banned by the gov-
ernment. According to the Periodic
Jew, for the first time numbers of Eu-
ropean Jews, mostly students, joined
the demonstration in a show of soli-
darity.

The Periodic Jew also reported that
the Zionist government's frame-up at-
tempted to attack the Panthers by link-
ing them to Matzpen. The Panthers
do not have an anti-Zionist position,
while Matzpen has taken .a stand
against Zionism. This attempt on the
government's part met with failure.
The Panthers refused to repudiate
Matzpen, and many supporters of
Zionism did not reject the Panthers.

According to Newsweek, the dem-
onstrators, "disregarding repeated po-
lice orders . .. marched off toward
the business section of the city, block-
ing Ben Yehuda Street. . . . '"Medinah
mishtarah!' they shouted, 'Police
state!'"

As they reached Ben Yehuda Street,
police attacked the demonstration sav-

agely. "At one point," reports News-
week's Michael Elkins, "I saw a po-
liceman beating away at a young man
while hauling him over the railings
that flank the Ben Yehuda pedestrian
street crossings. The young man
screamed: 'I'm a war cripple! I have
an artificial leg—you are breaking
it'"

The Israeli Panthers have emerged
as a result of the discrimination per-
petrated by Israeli society against Ori-
ental Jews. In Israel, 10 percent of the
Jewish population earns 2 percent of
the income, according to the Periodic
Jew. Twenty-five percent of the fam-
ilies are under official poverty levels.
This inequality has doubled since the
proclamation of Israel in 1948. This
lower 25 percent and 10 percent are
made up almost entirely of the Ori-
ental Jews, who face linguistic, job and
political discrimination. For example,
according to the May 24 New York
Times, Oriental Jews make up 60 per-
cent of the elementary school students,
25 percent of the high school students,
and only 10 percent of the college
students.

The chief grievance of the Black
Panthers is that they are not treated
equally with the European settlers in
the Zionist state. The Times quotes
an oriental Jew who states, "Look at
the Russian Jews —they come here and
get good new apartments. I've been
waiting here for 20 years hoping for
better living space.”

These demands against discrimina-
tion are progressive and will help to
break up the political stability of the
Zionist state. The failure, however, of
the Israeli Black Panthers to reject
Zionism and support the right of self-
determination of the Palestinian people
makes it more difficult to rally the sup-
port of the oppressed Arab masses to
their struggle.

Palestine liberation
teach-in draws 300

SEATTLE — On May 17-18, the Pales-
tine Support Coalition of the Univer-
sity of Washington held a teach-in
as part of its annual Palestine Week
activities. The speakers included Peter
Buch of the Socialist Workers Party,
who recently returned from a trip to
Algeria; Hani Faris, a graduate stu-
dent at the University of Calgary,
born in Nazareth; Kamal Boulata, a
Palestinian poet and artist; Abdeen
Jabara, editor of Free Palestine; and
two Arab women students.

The two women, one a Palestinian
and the other an Egyptian, spoke on
the social and historical role of wom-

 en in the Arab world before, during

and since the rise of Islam, and dis-
cussed the role that women are play-
ing in the Palestinian liberation strug-
gle.
- Hani Faris spoke on the question
of Zionism in modern Jewish thought.
Buch spoke on the role of Israel as
a tool of the United States and imper-
ialism in the Mideast, whose main

| job is to keep down the Arab revolu-

tion. He indicated that the U.S. main-
tains Israel not out of any sympathy
for the Jewish people, but for military
and monetary interests.

The second day of the teach-in, Buch
spoke on the topic "Is Zionism a Na-
tional Liberation Movement?" This
talk, in which he detailed Israel's al-
liances with various imperialist forces,
was originally scheduled as a debate
with a Zionist representative. How-
ever, the Radical Jewish Student
Union refused to debate, saying that
"debates are designed to score points;
we engage only in activities designed
to bring about discussion.” When the
Palestine Support Coalition offered to
call the session a discussion, the RISU
still declined the invitation.

Abdeen Jabara stated that the U.S.
keeps Israel as a capitalist stronghold
in the Middle East because it fears
that any revolution in the Arab coun-
tries would result in the nationaliza-
tion of U.S. oil interests. He advo-
cated a secular, democratic, nonsec-
tarian state in which Christians, Jews
and Moslems would enjoy equal par-

- ticipation in the country's government.

Although local Zionists boycotted
the teach-in, it was attended by more
than 300 Arab, Iranian and Ameri-
can students, faculty members, and
community residents.
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By MILTON ALVIN

Mother Jones is a legendary figure
in the annals of the American.labor
movement. Born in 1830 in Cork,
Ireland, of poor parents, she was
brought to the New World, educated
and brought up in Canada and the
United States. At school she learned
teaching and dressmaking.

She was married in Memphis, Tenn.,
in 1861 to a staunch member of the
Iron Moulders Union. The couple had
four children. In 1867, an epidemic
of yellow fever swept Memphis, killing
many poor and working people.
Among the dead were Mother Jones'
husband and all her children.

After the plague ended, she moved to
Chicago and opened a small dress-
making business with a partner. The
great Chicago fire of 1867 destroyed
their establishment. Thus, the trag-
edies of her life prepared her for a
career of many years in the labor
movement.

Joining the Knights of Labor at
about the time of the Chicago fire,
Mother Jones devoted the rest of her
long life to the struggles of workers.
She was still in there fighting after
she passed her ninetieth birthday.

organizer

Mother Jones' area of activity was
anywhere the workers needed her
help. She traveled constantly, from
one strike scene to another, speaking,
organizing, educating, and agitating.
Most' of her work was done in the
mining areas of West Virginia and
Pennsylvania. Here the miners worked
under abominable conditions. They
had no union to represent them. The
hovels in which they lived were owned
by the mining companies, as were the
stores from which they bought their
necessities. The workday was very
long, 12 hours and sometimes longer
being common. Pay was low for the
men and even lower for women and
children.

Whenever the workers were no long-
er able to live under these conditions
and attempted to organize or strike,

Unemployment haunts the unions. AFL-CIO President George Meany told
the Senate Finance Committee recently that ‘“We want the U.S. government
to protect the interests of American workers against the export of American
jobs.” Thus, the AFL-CIO is making the following demands of Congress:

B Repeal the tariff loophole that encourages shipping U.S. parts to Mexico
and other low-wage areas to be assembled and sent back to the United States.

® Tax profits of foreign subsidiaries of U.S. firms in the year they
are earned.

® Curb the outflow of American capital and technology.

Such U.S. corporations as General Eelctric, Standard Oil, Ford and Gen-
eral Motors, International Business Machines, etc., have huge foreign invest-
ments. Many have budgets larger than whole nations. Some receive 50 per-
cent of their profits abroad.

They own and control the Democratic and Republican parties. Representa-
tives of these parties in Congress are not likely to move against them. But
the unions can stop them by demanding no more layoffs in U.S. industry,
and by organizing a labor party to make government responsible to the work-
ers of this country instead of protecting the profit interests of the multinational
corporations.

An AFL-CIO conference on unemployment will meet in Washington July 12
and 13 to “‘explore all aspects of the job-loss problem —from foreign trade
to reconversion.” More than 130 unions are expected to be represented by
top officials, not members out of work or from the shops.

This is why the urgent problem of unemployment will get secondary con-
sideration. Most of the AFL-CIO high-ranking representatives will be looking

to save their own highly paid jobs and hatching plans to elect a Democrat

to the Presidency in 1972.

Steelworkers union President I. W. Abel says he hopes there will be no strike
on August 1 when contracts expire for 350,000 steel mill workers. That de-
cision will be made by heads of the steel corporations.
- They are debating whether to grant the modest demands of the Steelworkers
before or after a strike, and what the economic and social consequences of
a strike may be.

The much talked about demand of a shorter workday in the mills is not
included in the demands submitted by Abel to the employers.

One demand the union has submitted is the elimination of the no-strike pledge
during the life of the contract. If this were won, management could be pre-
vented from ignoring grievances and violating safety provisions. However,
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Mother Jones would appear and speak
up in their behalf. She became so well
known in the mining towns and
camps, and feared by the mine owners
and their retainers, that she was ex-
pected every time a dispute between
the workers and bosses reached a ser-
ious stage.

She was arrested and imprisoned
many times. In all cases, she accepted
incarceration and patiently waited un-
til she was released. But she never
backed down in her support of the
workers—not in the face of imprison-
ment nor from the threat of armed
thugs who were everywhere in the min-
ing areas in those days.

Mother Jones took part in struggles
in the West during the Colorado strikes
of the miners against the Rockefeller-
owned mines. It was during these
struggles that the Ludlow massacre
took place. These brutal killings in-
volved not only the miners who were
on strike but also their wives and
children. ‘

Prior to these events, she participat-
ed in the defense of Moyer, Haywood
and Pettibone, all officials of the West-
ern Federation of Miners. They were
accused of assassinating Idaho Gov-
ernor Steunenberg, who was killed by
an explosive device seven years be-
fore. At their trial, all three were ac-
quitted.
< Particularly moving is Mother Jones'
account of her investigation of child
labor in southern textile mills. In or-
der to see this at firsthand, she got
jobs in one factory after another and
paid special attention to the children
who worked in them as well as to
their general backgrounds, families
and educational levels. The almost un-
believable story of small children,
often of preschool age, working with-
out letup for 12 hour stretches for
a few cents a day, accurately repeats
what has been so well publicized in
this country of the English textile fac-
tories in the early nineteenth century.
But Mother Jones' story shows that

The National Picket Line

this horrible and inhuman exploita-
tion existed in this country too. Her
efforts succeeded in getting laws
passed that restricted hours of work
for children but did not eliminate this
evil.

Mother Jones exemplified in many
ways the period in which she worked.
She had a completely developed union
consciousness, which she tried hard
to transmit to other workers, and a
humanism she attempted to pass on
to everyone. But she seems to have
been little interested in politics or po-
litical parties. She had a kind word
for Eugene V. Debs, but her political
aims were limited to influencing gov-
ernment officials to do something for
the exploited workers. She never af-
filiated with the Industrial Workers
of the World, the early Socialist Party
of which Debs was the outstanding
spokesman, or any other political or-
ganization. Heroic though her efforts
were, she never went beyond union
building as the main answer to the
workers' problems.

She also had no consciousness of
the feminist movement of her times.
"I am not a suffragist nor do I be-
lieve in 'careers' for women," she said,
"especially a 'career' in factory and
mill where most working women have
their 'careers.”" Nevertheless, she often
organized groups of women, armed
with brooms and pans, to go out on
the picket lines and help their hus-
bands who were on strike. She be-
lieved that men should be paid enough
so that their wives,could stay home
and take care of the children.

But although she did not identify
with the women's movement of her
time, she was a strong woman fighter,
and as such, an example for feminists
then and today. For her times, Mother
Jones was an extraordinary figure,
never shunning the struggle and giv-
ing completely of herself in it. She
takes her place in the history of wom-
en's and labor's struggles as a pre
decessor of the present generation of
fighters.

Abel has indicated that he would be amenable to the no-strike shackles simply
being “modified.”

The arguments of management in the early rounds of negotiations center
upon their “inability to pay.”

They hope the union will forget about the two rounds of price raises this
year; that no one will remember the $300,000 salary U.S. Steel Chairman
Edwin H. Gott collected last year; that steel production is now running at
nearly 10 million tons monthly; that foreign imports are limited to 14 million
tons annually; and that the steel industry here invests heavily in foreign mills.
_ While the steel industry complains about ‘“high wages’” at contract time,

" they do so only because they are confident that their secret bookkeeping sys-
tems will not be opened to reveal the high profits they make.

Negotiators for the Steelworkers union could learn a lot about the crools
they are dealing with if they called their bluff and demanded to open the books
of the steel industry.

The national auto agreement last Feb. 3 between Chrysler Corp. and the United
Auto Workers included an understanding to study the feasibility of the 10-
hour day four-day week.

Chrysler is hopeful that this scheme, tried and recommended by employers
in some industries where workers are unorganized, will reduce absenteeism
in auto plants. ) '

UAW Vice-President Douglas Fraser agreed on May 19 to experiment with
the scheme in at least one Chrysler plant. Fraser predicts young workers will
favor it. .

It is not intended to provide more jobs for those out of work, only to get
more work and regular attendance from those on the job.

At a May 26 public hearing, Dr. Harvey B. Scribner, chancellor of New York
City’s public school system, estimated that projected budget cuts will elimi-
nate 4,356 teachers and 344 other school workers. Class size will rise to 35.
Midmorning milk for 130,000 elementary pupils and free lunches for 70,000
children from poor families during summer, Christmas and Easter vacations
will be eliminated.

Also to be eliminated is the $21-million ‘“More Effective Schools” program,
which serves 27,000 pupils in poor neighborhoods.

The United Federation of Teachers is threatening strike action in September

if these budget cuts are made.
— FRANK LOVELL



N.Y., Calif. launch attacks on welfare

By DIANNE FEELEY

In his April 19 speech to the Repub-
lican Governors' Conference, President
Nixon praised both California Gov-
ernor Ronald Reagan and New York
Governor Nelson Rockefeller "for mov-
ing on your own at the state level" to
"bring some order into [welfare]
chaos.”

These governors—one supposedly
a liberal, the other a conservative—
are spearheading a vicious attack
against welfare recipients, with the
backing of the Nixon administration.

On May 22, the New York State
Assembly voted to approve one sec-
tion of Rockefeller's welfare "reform"
package that would impose a one-
year residency requirement as a con-
dition of receiving welfare benefits. As
the April 4 New York Times put it,
the bill would also make funds avail-
able to "ship back South the hordes
of migrants who— everybody knows
—come here for a free ride on the
gravy train." Such residency require-
ments have in the past been ruled un-
consitutional by the U.S. Supreme
Court.

Rockefeller has also proposed deny-
ing welfare to anyone moving into
substandard housing, in another at-
tempt to discourage poor people from
moving into the state. This measure
would have the same discriminatory
effect as the residency requirement,
and is also probably unconstitutional.
Since New York City is suffering from
a severe housing shortage, this pro-
posal is a callous attempt to victimize
the very poorest.

The governor attempts to justify his
proposal with the theory that substan-
dard housing jeopardizes the health
and welfare of the community. Of
course it does—but his proposal isn't
to end substandard housing, it's mere-
ly to penalize those forced to live in it!

Another cutback proposed by
Rockefeller is to limit the rent welfare
departments could pay to house re-
cipients in hotels on an emergency
basis, thus forcing welfare recipients
into the worst fleabag hotels. Two-
thirds of the recipients who live in
hotels on an emergency basis are ei-
ther forced out of their homes by fire
or are-evicted. As New York City
Human Resources Administrator Jule
M. Sugarman charged, "The state has
done nothing to provide housing for
these families."

At Rockefeller's urging, the New
York State Legislature rejected a re-
quest for a 7.2 percent cost-of-living
increase in welfare payments, and in-
stead slashed the already meager ben-
efits by 10 percent. Welfare will shortly

- allow a recipient 90 cents a day for
food, and 83 cents for other needs,
exclusive of housing. A New York

City family of four currently receives
$231 a month, plus heat and rent.
This figure will be cut to $208. When
one counts the additional cost of in-
flationary price increases, the real val-
ue of welfare payments will be effec-
tively reduced by 25 percent.

Nixon, Rockefeller and Reagan all
spend a great deal of their time trying
to figure out how many recipients are
really able to work. As Nixon re
marked in his speech at the Republi-
can Governors' Conference, the U. S.
cannot "tolerate” a welfare system "un-
der which working people can be
made to feel like fools by those who
will not work."

But the fact is that very few on wel-
fare are employable. The New York
City Department of Social Services
puts the figure at 2.4 percent. In New
York City alone, during April 1971,
interviewers at the 30 state employ-
ment offices in the city were able to
find jobs for only 11,578 people out
of 52,607 who wanted employment.
More than 40,000 people went- with-
out jobs.

Nonetheless, Rockefeller is propos-
ing that every employable welfare re-
cipient report twice a month to the
state employment office.

Reagan has proposed a welfare "job
corps," in which those considered em-
ployable but unable to find work
would be assigned to "projects that
otherwise might never be accom-

plished because of a lack of manpow-
er or funds." In other words, welfare
recipients would not be earning a de-
cent wage, but merely the right to
stay on welfare. One such proposal
promised to guarantee a worker no
less than two-thirds the minimum
wage.

At the Republican Governors' Con-
ference, Nixon was applauded when
he said that anyone able to work and
who refused a job (any kind of job)
would be thrown off welfare. He pious-
ly announced that no job was menial,
including scrubbing floors, and pre
sumably the projects he had in mind
fit the category of floor scrubbing.
But despite all the talk about how
people can find work, the May 9 New
York Times headline sums up the
problem: "City Notes Jump in Welfare
Rolls as Jobs Decline.”

Meanwhile, in California Governor
Reagan is applying to the federal gov-
ernment for waivers from having to
comply with the 1967 Social Security
Act, in order to cut back drastically
on welfare payments.. His series of
proposals would charge the poor for
part of the cost of medical and hospi-
tal treatment under the Medicaid pro-
gram, and would cut other welfare
benefits.

Reagan reluctantly agreed to com-
ply with the Social Security Act by
implementing cost-of-living increases
in welfare payments, but at the same

Protest by N.Y. welfare mothers in Sept. 1969

time proposed to cut some 27,500
recipients off the welfare rolls.

The provision of waivers from com-
pliance with the Social Security Act
was designed to permit small-scale ex-
periments to help the poor, and not
to allow reductions in welfare benefits.
One official of the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare was
quoted in the May 1 San Francisco
Chronicle as saying: "If Reagan gets
away with this, the welfare law is
going to be as full of holes as a piece
of Swiss cheese. But the indications
here are that the president will do
anything Reagan wants."

As people begin to organize against
welfare cuts, job cuts, medical-care
cuts, and college admission cuts, new
sectors of the population are begin-
ning to confront the government. A
month ago, New York City employ-
ees went to the state capitol protesting
a budget cut that would result in the
loss-of 90,000 jobs by July 1. One of
the most frequent signs was "Jobs not
welfare." Since city employees are not
covered by unemployment compensa-
tion, the loss of their job literally
means going on welfare.

Given the massive antiwar sentiment,
demonstrations like this will add fuel
to the fires of protest, strengthening
the opposition to the Vietnam war
and deepening the current radicaliza-
tion.

Minn. Indians occupy naval station

By PETER OANES
MINNEAPOLIS— A coalition of In-
dian movements from eight Midwest-
ern. cities repossessed the Twin Cities
Naval Air Station on May 16. On
that night, about 70 Indians entered
the station, evicted the commander,
and proclaimed the base Indian land.
The Twin Cities Naval Air Station
was closed down as a permanent sta-
tion in 1970, but is still used for week-
end Navy reserve duty. According to
Dennis Banks, chairman of the Minne-
apolis American Indian Movement
(AIM), the station is Indian land, ac-
cording to the terms of an 1868 treaty
with the Sioux. Article 6 of the treaty
provides that surplus property aban-
doned by the government, not being
used as originally intended, should be
returned to the original owners.
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The Indians plan to convert the sta-
tion into a school. The empty bar-
racks could "help solve the deplorable
housing situation [for Indians] found
here in Minneapolis,” according to an
AIM statement. About 450 people
could comfortably live on the proper-
ty.

According to Banks, the Naval Air
Station should be converted to a
peaceful use.

At 5 a.m., Friday, May 21, 85 U. S.
marshals and federally deputized sher-
iffs ended the occupation and arrested
16 of the Native American activists.
Navy personnel were stationed
around the perimeter after the eviction
of the rightful owners from the base.

Navy Captain Paul Merchant, ex-
executive officer of Glenview Naval
Air Station near Chicago, conducted

the operation. He "presumed the deci-
sion was made in Washington at the
highest Justice Department level" to

ignore the treaty and evict the Indians. -

Violence occurred when one mar-
shal, in the process of evicting the
Indians, struck a woman and child.
The child's father intervened to stop
this brutality. The marshal strueck at
the father and the father ducked, caus-
ing the marshal's blow to fall on
another marshal. The marshal who
was struck by his colleague went wild
and began beating the Indians around
him. Sixteen Indians were arrested af-
ter this provocation.

Two of those arrested were held on
"suspicion of assault on federal of-
ficers.”" The other 14 were charged with
trespassing and released on $2,500
personal recognizance bonds. AIM

plans to take their case to court, even
to the U.S. Supreme Court if that
is necessary.

A defense fund has been set up for
those arrested. The charges against
the two Indians for "assault" carry
a possible penalty of up to 10 years
in prison and up to $10,000 fine.
These two are being held on $25,000
bond. One of them, Jerry Roy, was
thrown down a stairway and kicked
and beaten with clubs in the incident
for which he is being charged.

Money for the defense is urgently
needed. Contributions and requests for
information on other means of helping
in the defense should be sent to: Legal
Defense Fund, c/o AIM, 1337 E.
Franklin Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.
55404.
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Film

Angel Sanchez in “'Skezag"’

Skezag. Produced and directed by Joel Freed-
man and Philip Messina. A SOHO Releose
16 mm, color. 73 minutes.

Two white filmmakers, Joel Freedman and’ Phll‘“’”"

Messina, run into Wayne Shirley, African-Ameri-
can and self-professed hustler, on New York City's
Lower East Side. His ability to talk (his "hustle")
intrigues them. He, Sonny Berrios, his Puerto
Rican roommate, and Angel Sanchez, another
Puerto Rican acquaintance, become the subjects
of Skezag (a wordplay on "skag," a ghetto term
for heroin).

Skezag is a powerful and moving documentary
of the ghetto: its degradation, its politics, its drug
addic¢tion —and its human potential. It is simple
in its structure, but its content is complex, multi-
layered, contradictory, and radical, for it deals

with America's oppressed nationalities and what ,

their experience has taught them. '

The film opens with Wayne alone. He talks about
himself, his hustle, his pride in it: "I know I've

got the gift of gab." Before he met the filrnrnakers,
he says, "I smoked hash and rapped to myself
in the mirror."

jail and tells the story so convincingly that the
filmmakers themselves believed his tale was; true.

Wayne doesn't think heé's an addict. He believes
he can control drugs, 1nclud1ng herom He takes
"ups" and downs, anything in fact, just to be. able
to-keep doing ‘what he loves most—rapping and
hustling. He pokes fun at junkies, those who, un-
like him, are hooked. He imitates their slack faces,
spaced-out stares and glazed eyes. ;-

At the end " of the film, four months later, we '

see him again, fleeing the city, afraid for his’ life —
and hooked. He. looks like a caricature of his own

imitation. 'He ‘seems years older; his face is puffy, . v,

blotched; his speech slow. Five times he tries to find

one ‘of his collapsed vems for a h1t He succeeds

On the sixth. e
Waynes vitahty and awareness—and his illu-
sions and” self-deCeption-——run through the_ film.
He thought he could ‘beat ‘drugs.. He thought he
. ' mto the Atmy’ and to "Nam."
2 ) his Vietnam ex-
penence* howr ‘ﬁe ﬁhders‘?oo& that it'was a social

revolutlon, how he and others stood around with:. . ..

"fingers “up ‘our ass and:nose" ‘as -the shells fell;
but how, when his buddy wds killed, he said,

he could beat the social realities of America, that
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And he is good at rapping. He.
tells how he talked a Judge out of sénding him-to.

Niegia

G e

"I'd kill every one I could see. ") And he ithought..: :

- Wayne and himself as "brothers."

" never suffer enough . . .
Despite the oppression and degradation shown:

- with nothmg more than his hustle, he could “make {

it" all by himself.

Angel clashes with Wayne on this. He under-""
- stands: the contradictory illusion that lies at the

heart: of Wayne’s hustle: the belief that while the
"Man" is too strong to defeat through political or-
ganization, Wayne, alone, can beat his system.
Angel, though an addict (he and Sonny admit to
being hooked on eight to 10 bags a day) and
no longer directly involved with the Young Lords,
which he had helped to found, still identifies with
and promotes the ideas of nationalist unity and
political struggle against this racist, capitalist so-
ciety.

Despite their - differences in personality, politics
and national background, Wayne, Angel and Son-
ny identify with each other as oppressed persons
against the filmmakers. Angel refers-to Sonny,
Messina asks if
he too is not their brother. They avoid the ques-

tion at first, but when pressed, answer, "No, you're

‘not’ a brother." "Why -aren't we?" they ask. "Cause

you're white."

"T've been lookmg at you all my hfe, Messina
and Freedman are told. "You miss something . . .
until you're down."

in Skezag, it is ultimately an inspiring-experience
to see it. It shows the high level of:political aware-

" . ness and the explosive potential of Puerto Rican

and Black nationalist ferment. The latent talent
and pOtEIltlal that produced a Maleolm X are
plentlful in America's ghettos and barrlos

Wayne Shirley is 'currently in the New York

. House of Detention (the Tombs) on an armed

robbery charge.

Sonny Barrios is servmg tune in a West er- -

. ginia youth center.

T

‘Angel  Sanchez is now off .drugs, after gomg
through a methadone program. He works for the
dlstnbutors of .Skezag and frequently travels with

. the film to . discuss drug- rehabilitation (several
local and national organizations. fighting drug

addiction have highly recommended the film).-
For information .on. distribution arrangements

for.:Skezag, write SOHO Cinema Ltd:, 508 Broad-
.wayy ‘New York, N.Y. 10012;: or: phone:(212)" -:
431-4635. There .are speclal rates for- nonfunded
,commumty groups . RN

—-JAMES TAYLOR and BRIAN SHANNON

Books

The End of White World Suprem-

acy. Four Speeches by Malcolm
X. Edited and with an introduction

by Benjamin Goodman. Merlin
House, distributed by Monthly Re-
view Press, 1971. $6 cloth, $1.95
paper. 148 pp.

This collection of speeches by Mal-
colm X from 1962 and 1963 repre
sents, as. the editor puts it, "a fair
cross-section of his teaching" during
his last year as a leader in the Na-
tion of Islam, just before he left the
Black Muslims t6 form a different kind
of movement. In these speeches, Mal-
colm was presenting the ideas of Eli-
jah Muhammad, although of course
in his own’ inimitable”style “and. wit.
Precisely for that reason, they are use-
ful for comparison with the speeches
he made after leaving ‘the Nation. of
Islam (in Malcolm X .Speaks. and By
Any Means Necessary); the compari-
son will show both: how Malcolm
changed - his .ideas, and hoew. he did
not change his ideas; -after -he broke
with Black Muslim dogma. . .

The .book : includes - a :talk : at the
New York ‘mosque of the Nation of

Islam; which' is-an -extended:presenta-

tion of ‘the Yacub myth; .a talk at
Adam Clayton Powell's Abyssinian
Baptist Church; ‘a talk:over a Phila-
delphia radio show :after a university
speech; and the talk given ‘after Pres-
ident Kennedy's assassination; which
led Elijah Muhammad to suSpend
Malcolm. : S

A disappointing: feature of the intro-
duction is- its handling ‘of - this sus-
pension and the subsequent split. Ben-
jamin Goodman was an assistant.of
Malcolm both in the Black Muslims
and in the independent Organization
of Afro-American Unity; Malcolmin
1964 regarded Goodman as "the best
teacher" among the younger OAAU
leaders (in By Any Means Necessary).
Goodman is one of the few people
in a position to report the full story
of the OAAU and of Malcolm's ob-
jectives and methods as an indepen-
dent leader.

But judging from what Goodman
says in. this book, that stary will have
to be supplied by others. "I have'heard
it said,"” he writes, "that the Messenger
[Muhammad] used Malcolm's deroga-
tory réference [to Kennedy] as an ex-
cuse for suspending him, that ‘there
were :basic differences’ between them
and this was an easy way of solving
them. I have never believed these sto-
ries. I believe Mr..-Muhammad took
the disciplinary- action he.felt he had
to, as a father disciplines:a child he
loves,  knowing that if he  comes
through the trial he'll be a better man
for it, but also knowing there is- a
chance he'll :lose him if he doesnt
come through," etc.

Goodman of course has the rlght
to seek- reconciliation with the Black
Muslims. He has-the right to change
the opinion he had in 1964, and to
decide now ‘that Malcolm was undis-
ciplined and Muhammad blameless,
or. whatever he now:believes. But he
has no. right to. distort the record.
The differences between Malcolm -and
Muhammad were basic and deep..Mal-
colm thought there were such differ-
ences, and said so. Muhammad did
the same.: (We cdn leave aside what
Goodman did and said in 1964, when
he broke from the Nation of Islam—
over.what?) It:doesno. service to-Mal-
colm’s memory or cause to belittle:or
deny differences which he thought were
so .basic-that he was. ready: to..risk
his lifein ‘defense - of hrs posmon 1n
the dispute. | -
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New attacks on Cairo Black community

By DERRICK MORRISON
NEW YORK — City police and white
vigilantes have staged new attacks on
the Black community of Cairo, Il.
In a telephone interview with The
Militant, Carl Hampton of the Cairo
United Front reported a five-hour po-
lice-vigilante assault Saturday night,
May 29. A onehour attack followed
on Sunday night. The main area of
siege was Pyramid Court, a public
housing project containing 1,000
Black people.

The first assault took place at near-
by -St. Colomba Church and rectory,
headquarters of the Front. "Over 100
- rounds of automatic weapons fire fell

on the church and rectory,” Hampton -

said, "in addition to eight tear gas

rockets." Two priests who were in the
rectory at the time escaped without
injury. .

Cairo's Black community resorted
to armed self-defense during these po-
lice intrusions. "The local press has
mentioned that several white men were
shot,” Hampton reported, "yet they
have made no mention of the attack
on the Black community." :

Police fired into the Black commu-
nity from the towering police station
not far from Pyramid Court. They
say one policeman in the jail area of
the building was shot and wounded.
"They report that four Blacks seen
in the area of the police station ran
inte- St. Colomba Church. So that's
why they say they shot it up," Hamp-
ton related.

Right after the Sunday night assault,

Hampton says the.police brought out
their two armored trucks in full view
of Pyramid Court, hoping to draw
fire from the Black community. But
there was no response to this provo-
cation. The trucks possess several au-
tomatic guns.

Although the police haven't issued
any warrants, reports have it that ar-
rests are imminent.

To counteract this move and to pro-
vide adequate defense for members

" already hit with trumped-up charges,

the Front is desperately in need of
funds. .

Rev. Charles Koen, executive direc-
tor of the Front, is now in New York
City speaking in behalf of the em-
battled Black community. Betty Mc-
Crary of the New York United Front
office reported 400 to 500 people in

attendence at Renaissance Ballroom
May 20 where Rev. Koen spoke and
Max Roach, the musician, performed.
Rev. Koen also addressed The East,
an African-American educational and
cultural center in Brooklyn.

The New York office reports that
transportation is badly needed for
food and clothing gathered by New
Yorkers for Cairo. They would like
to send it by June 19, the date of
a national gathering in Cairo in sol-
idarity with the Black community. The
New York office is located at the head-
quarters of the National Committee
of Black Churchmen, 110 E. 125th
St., New York City 10035. The tele-
phone number is (212) 427-2216.

All financial contributions can be
sent to: United Front of Cairo, P.O.
Box 544, Cairo, I1l. 62914.

Socialist schools set for the summer

By DICK ROBERTS

An intensive program of socialist edu-
cation has been announced by branch-
es of the Socialist Workers Party and
the Young Socialist AHiance to be held
in 17 cities this summer. :

As can readily be seen from the
calendar on page 22, these summer
schools cover a wide variety of topics.
Three central themes, however, are
being emphasized in many of the pro-
grams.

These are: the current radicalization
and what it means in terms of a rev-
olutionary strategy for America; so-
cialist electoral policy; and the history
of the Socialist Workers Party.

There is no cut and dried formula
for studying, absorbing and putting
into practice all the rich lessons of the
history of class struggle needed to
build a party capable of leading the
American socialist revolution.

Some of the thinking that led to
the selection of these three particular
themes for this summer can be in-
dicated.

The radicalization that began in the

early sixties, though in many ways
unique, is not the first massive radical-
ization in this country. The years lead-
ing up to the first world war and the
thirties were both periods of major

.radical upsurge.

What lessons can be learned from
studying the two previous radicaliza-
tions? What are the similarities and
what are the differences? Most impor-
tantly, how can the present radicali-
zation lead to the successful challenge
of capitalist state power?

The second theme is electoral policy.
From its beginnings, the socialist
movement has studied how best to
use the channels of capitalist govern-
mental elections to advance the orga-
nization of the oppressed classes.

This country is about to be swirled
into the 1972 elections— and some of
the Democratic doves are already flut-
tering- with presidential ambitions. A

"study of the history and lessons of

revolutionary electoral policy is essen-
tial in mounting the socialist answer
to these capitalist candidates.

Classes on this subject will go into

such questions as the electoral strat-
egy of Lenin's Bolshevik Party; the
revolutionary concept of building a
labor party in the United States; cap-
italist third parties and "Peace and
Freedom" type parties; and the build-
ing of independent Black and Chicano
political parties. -
" Study of the history of the SW
itself is crucial to understanding the
evolution of revolutionary-socialist
politics in the U.S. Although it began
as only a small group who were ex-
pelled:from the Stalinized Communist
Party in 1928, the SWP's history is
interwoven with all the struggles that
have developed against U. S. imperial-
ism.

Subjects in this series of classes will
include the relation between the Rus-
sian revolution and the American
labor movement; the great strikes and
building of the CIO in the 1930s; the
revolutionary attitude toward World
War II and fighting the capitalist
witch-hunters; the post-Second-World-
War labor upsurge; maintaining a
revolutionary party in the period of

cold-war McCarthyism; orientation
toward the youth; and the radicaliza-
tion of the sixties.

The summer schools have issued
extensive reading lists of books, pam-
phlets and discussion bulletins for the
various classes.

But these are only ‘three of the
themes. In addition, many of the sum-
mer schools are planning special week-
ends entirely devoted to a particular
subject such as women's liberation or
the struggle of oppressed nationalities.

What is required in arming oneself
for revolutionary work is a lot of
reading and a lot of experience in
political activity. The SWP and YSA
will be continuing their campaigns in
the mass movements throughout the
summer— against the war, for wom-
en's liberation, for building Black,
Chicano, and Latino actions— as-well-
as giving a high priority to education.

Information concerning course
schedules and topics will be printed
weekly in The Militant for those in-
terested in attending the classes.
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ing on the street when police told him
to go home. It was early Monday af-
ternoon, May 24. As he started across
the street and threw clenched fists in
the air, he was arrested, charged with
"disorderly conduct.”

That night police shot at the five-
year-old son of Marvel Moore, sitting
in a second-story window. Seconds
before, an older youth in the room
had tried to remove the boy. Police
broke in and arrested him. Sister
Moore says she will probably file a
civil suit. :

The police version on the killing

that night of a Black youth, Leon An-

derson, is contrary to what commu-
nity people testify to seeing. The may-
or says Anderson ran and then turned
to reach in his pocket, prompting the
cops' shotgun and pistol blasts. How-
ever, persons in the community who
" witnessed the shooting say Anderson

was drunk, making it impossible for -

him to run. He was on his way home

when police fired. If he had turned to -

reach in his pocket, bullets would have
entered his side. But the autopsy
showed that all the bullets entered An-
derson's back. Because of this evi-
dence, some of the national media,
especially the New York Times, found
the mayor's statement on the shooting
.incredible. However, the local press —
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The Chattanooga Times and the Chat-
tanooga News-Free Press— accepted
his word as gospel.

At present, with the National Guard
and state troopers withdrawn, Blacks
are trying to organize a response to
the repression unleashed by the city

. government.

One such group is the Black Unity
Group (BUG), whose major demand
is that the administration apologize
for the police brutality. The Unity
Group is composed of Black ministers,
some activists, and ward chairmen of
the Democratic Party. it came together
in January of this year to elect a
Black commissioner in the April elec-

. tions. They united behind Franklin.

They also extended support to
George Key, candidate for commis-
sioner of public works and recreation.

One of the members of BUG, Rev.
H. H. Wright, ran for mayor. But he
did not get the endorsement of the
group.

Upon Franklin's election, BUG was
about to disband. But Franklin urged
the group to stay together in order
to aid him while in office.

Ironically, not too many Blacks
heard of BUG until the uprising. Dur-

ing the street actions, Rev. Paul Mc-
Daniel, chairman of BUG, and other

members issued statements and met
with the mayor. Their efforts proved
fruitless.

Although there were news reports
of community police patrols inspired
by BUG in some of the housing proj-
ects, none of the members I talked
to had much information about it

The other group advancing de-
mands is the NAACP Youth Council.
At a press conference May 27, its pres-
ident, Lebron Morgan, proposed a
boycott of white-owned stores by the
Black community.

On Saturday, the Youth Council met
with a few members of BUG to decide
how to proceed. '

Before and after the rebellion, there

- were clashes between Black and white

youth at Brainerd High, a predom-
inantly white school. Similar clashes
occurred at Central High, just outside
the city. According to Rev. Wright,
the Confederate flag and the song
Dixie were officially sanctioned at
Brainerd until two years ago.

These school struggles have not
been embraced by any of the existing
organizations.

Alongside the school problems exist
those of poor housing and severe air
pollution. In many areas of the Black
community, there are no sidewalks.
Houses built below the level of the
roads are inundated by heavy rains.
And on the other extreme, the public
housing projects are, in the words
of Rev. Wright, little more than "con-
crete concentration camps.”

Industry in the city causes much
of the air pollution. Major sources of
pollutants are textile, chemical, and
paper product plants. This is no prob-
lem for the local ruling class because
they reside in suburbs on nearby
Lookout and Signal Mountains.

One could go on and on about the
problems of Chattanooga's Black
community, deseribing the factories in

its midst that hire very few Blacks
or none at all, or how recreational
fields in its midst were and to a great
degree still are used exclusively by
whites. But it is clear that the rebel-
lion was the first mass response to
this miserable existence. It will not
be the last.

Photo by Derrick Morrison

Black workers are excluded from
this Chattanooga plant.
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Calendar

AMHERST, MASS.
COMMUNITY RADIO WORKSHOP. A radical onolyns
of current issyes. Every Friday night from 7:30-8:30
p.m. on WFCR-FM, 88.5. WFCR can be heard in nearly
all of western New England and eastern New York
State. Also on WMUA-FM, 91.1, on Tuesdays from
6:30-7:30 p.m.

ATLANTA
THE WORLD MONETARY CRISIS. Speaker: Peer Vin-
ther. Fri., June 11, 8 p.m. at 1176 1/2 West Peach-
tree. Admission: $1. Ausp. Militant Bookstore Forum.

BOSTON
VOICES OF DISSENT. Tuesdays, 6-7 p.m. on WTBS-
FM, 88.1. Sundays, 7-8 p.m. on WRBB-FM, 91.7. Tues.,
June 8 and Sun., June 13: The Role of Municipal Elec-
fions in Making Social Change. Tues., June 15, and
Sun., June 20: The Independ Mo nt in Puerio
Rico.

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY CAMPAIGN BANQUET.
Sat., June 12,7 p.m. at Old Cambridge Baptist Church,
1151 Massachuseits Ave., Combridge. Speakers: Joe
Miles, Black activist, founding member of Glis United,
SWP candidate for Cambridge City Council; Jeanne
Lafferty, feminist, SWP candidate for Cambridge City
Council; Peter Camejo, 1970 SWP candidate for U.S.
Senate from Maucdluum Plus: ENTERTAINMENT.
Tickets: $3.50. For furthor information, call 536-6981.

SOCIALIST WORKERS CAMPAIGN '71 meets every
Thursday, 7 p.m. at 295 Huntington Ave., Room 307,
Boston. Tel: 536-6981. You are invited!

CAIRO, ILL.
NATIONAL LEADERSHIP AND OPPRESSED PEOPLES'
SOLIDARITY DAY. Sat., June 19, in Cairo, lil., the seat
of racism and oppression in its rawest forms. Ausp.
Cairo United Front.

CHICAGO
MILITANT LABOR FORUM. A weekly forum on topics
of revolutionary interest, including the women's libera-
tion, antiwar, labor and socialist movements. Fridays,
8 p.m. at 180 N. Wacker Drive, Room 310. Donation:
$1, students 75c. Call 641-9408 for further information.

CLEVELAND
THE FAMILY: REVOLUTIONARY OR OPPRESSIVE?
Speaker: Evelyn Kirsch, Socialist Workers Party. Fri.,
June 11, 8 p.m. at Debs Hall, 4420 Superior. Dona-
tion: $1, h.s. students 50c. Inexpensive pre-forum din-
ner at 6:30 p.m. Ausp. Debs Hall Forum.

CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS
FREE TUERINA RALLY. Speakers: Ramon Tijerina, broth-

er of Reis Lopez; Carlos Guerra, national chairman
of MAYO (Mexican-American Youth Organization); Jose
Angel Gutierrez, founder of Raza Unida Party. Sun.,
June 13. March will start at 12 noon from Ella Barnes
J.H.S. and will proceed to Ben Garza Park for rally.
Ausp. MAYO and Chicano Liberation Front.

NEW YORK: LOWER MANHATTAN
FEMINISM IN THE CHICANO MOVEMENT: A report
on the first national Chicana conference. Specker:
Mirta Vidal, contributor to The Militant. Fri., June
11, 8:30 p.m. at 706 Broadway (4th St.), Eighth Floor.
Donati $1, h.s. students 50c. Ausp. Militant Labor
Forum.

Socialist summer school

ATLANTA
ROOTS OF THE CURRENT RADICALIZATION. First in
a series of talks on the strategy and tactics of the
American revolution. Sun., June 13, 4 p.m. and Wed.,
June 16, 8 p.m. Ausp. SWP-YSA. 1176 1/2 West Peach-
tree. For further information phone 876-2230.

AUSTIN, TEXAS

MISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION. Weekend
of lectures by Theodore Edwards, longtime los An-
geles commentator and writer, June 18-20. First talk,
Fri., June 18, 8 p.m. at U of Texas Student Union,
Rm. 300. Regular classes Tuesdays and Fridays same
place ond time. Ausp. SWP-YSA. For further infor-
malon call M. Hernandez, 476-9030; or M. Lunn,
474-4275.

BAY AREA (CALIF,)

Building the revolutionary party: From February to
Oclober 1917, three concepts of the Russian Revolu-
Won, ‘Fri., June 11, 8 p.m. The art of insurrection,
Tues, June 15, 8 p.m. U of California— Berkeley, Tan
Oak Room, Assoc. Students Bldg. For further infor-
mation on the Northern Calif. regional summer school
phone (415) 626-9958 (San Francisco) or (415) 654-
9728 (Berkeley). Ausp. SWP-YSA,

BOSTON
FRANCE IN REVOLUTION. Series on French history
from the 1789 Revolution to the present. Bonapartism
and the 18th Brumaire, Sun., June 13 and Tues., June
15 at 7 p.m. Ausp. SWP-YSA. 295 Huntington Ave.,
Rm. 307. For informdtion call 536-6981.

BROOKLYN, N.Y.
FOUR SERIES OF CLASSES. Socialist electoral poli-
fics— Introduction to Marxism — History and organiza-
tional principles of the Socialist Workers Party — Strat-
egy and tactics of the American revolution,” begin-
ing Sun., June 13, 136 Lawrence St. (at Willoughby).
Ausp. SWP-YSA. For further information call 596-2849.

CHICAGO
THE CURRENT RADICALIZATION AND PROSPECTS
FOR THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. Cldsses beiin
Tues., June 22, 7:30 p.m. Ausp. SWP-YSA. Militunt
Labor Forum, 180 N. Wacker Dr., Rm. 310. Call 641-
0147 for further details.

CLEVELAND
HISTORY OF AMERICAN TROTSKYISM. Tues., June 8,
8 p.m. The 1934 Minneapolis truck drivers strike,
Thurs.,, June 10, 8 p.m. Ausp. SWP-YSA, Debs Hall,
4420 Superior. Phone 391-5553 for further details.

DENVER .
Women's liberation and gay liberafion. Sun., June
13, 6 p.m. The national question in the United States,
Thurs.,, June 17, 7:30 p.m. Ausp. SWP-YSA, 607 E.
13th Ave. Phone 623-9505 for further information.

HOUSTON
Marxism and the struggle for national liberation. Wed.,
June 9, 8 p.m. History of the American labor move-
ment, Sun., June 13, 8 p.m. U of Houston Univer-
sity Center. Ausp. SWP-YSA. For more information
call 741-2577.

LOS ANGELES
Trotsky's theory of permanent revolution. First of a
series of classes will discuss Leon Trotsky's Results
ond Prospects, Thurs., June 10, 8 p.m. Lenin's What
is to be Done? Sun., June 13, 4 p.m. Socialist Work-
ors Party hall. 1107 1/2 N. Western Ave. Ausp. SWP-
YSA. For added details call 463-1917 or 463-1966.

MINNEAPOLIS
The Revolution Betrayed. First of eightpart Tuesday
night series, June 8, 7:30 p.m. Speciol educalional
weekend on socidlist electoral policy featuring Fred
Melsteod, 1968 Socialist Workers Party presidential

_candidote, June 18-20. Begins with dinner, Fri., June
18, 6 p.m. Porty after class. Aysp. SWP-YSA. | Uni-.

versity N.E. (at E. Hennepin) 2nd fi. For further de-
toile, coll 332.7781.

NEW YORK: LOWER MANHATTAN

Socialist- elecloral action. Sat., June 12, 11 a.m. His
tory of the Socialist Workers Party and principles
of party organization, Sun., June 13, 1 p.m. Towards
the American socialist revolution, Tues., June 15, 7:30
p.m. Militant Labor Forum, 706 Broadway (4th St.),
Eighth Floor. Ausp. SWP-YSA. Call 982-6051 for fur-
ther information.

NEW YORK: UPPER MANHATTAN

History of the Socialist Workers Party. Sun., June
13, 2 p.m. Seminar on Fifty Years of World Revo-
lution, Sun., June 13, 8 p.m. Revolutionary social-
ist strategy in electoral action, Tues., June 15, 7 p.m.
The current radicalization and prospects for the Amer-
ican revolution, Thurs., June 17, 7 p.m. Ausp. SWP-
YSA. 2744 Broadway (106th St.), Second Floor. Phone
663-3000 for further information.

PHILADELPHIA
Emergence of the American Trotskyist movement. Sun.,
June 13, 7:30 p.m. Party building and the role of the
Trotskyists in the 1930s, Wed., June 16, 7:30 p.m.
Ausp. SWP-YSA. 1004 Filbert St., (one block north
of Market). For further details, phone WA 5-4316.

SAN DIEGO, CALIF.
DYNAMICS OF THE CURRENT RADICALIZATION. Class
1 —the background. Thurs., June 10, 7 p.m. Class 2—

the national struggle in America, Mon., June 14, 8
p.m. San Diego State Aztec Center. Ausp. SWP-YSA.
For further details, call 286-9885.

SEATTLE
Didlectical materialism and political economy. First
of six classes, Wed., June 16, 8 p.m. History of the
American Left, Thurs., June 17, 8 p.m. The Transitional
Program, Sat. and Sun: June 19-20, 11 a.m. Uni-
versity of Washington HUB. Ausp. SWP-YSA, For fur-
ther information, call 523-2555.

WASHINGTON, D.C.
IS THERE A RULING CLASS IN AMERICA? Forum and
two classes on Marxist economics by Dick Roberts,
stolf writer for The Militant, Fri., June 11, 8 p.m. and
Sat, June 12, 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Ausp. SWP-YSA,
2000 P St. N.W., Rm. 413. For details, call 833-9560.
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ficer ended it by shoving the pencil
into the man's ear and killing him.
Other witnesses gave similar accounts
of barbaric, racist cruelty.

Fischman said the two VVAW.
groups considered the weekend's ac-
tivities a big success. As evidence of -
the impact the veterans' first action
had on Long Island, he pointed to
the extensive coverage given to their
activity by Newsday, the largest Long
Island daily paper. Fischman also
noted that even the commander of the
Garden City American Legion attend-
ed the hearings and promised the vet-
erans he would introduce an antiwar
resolution at the next regular Legion
meeting.

Fischman said he believesthemarch,
the hearings and the publicity re-
ceived by both have helped open new
opportunities for antiwar organizing
on Long Island. "We have been
swamped with speaking requests" since
the May 22-23 weekend, he said, "from
all kinds of groups and from schools,
including high schools.”

Anyone who would like a VVAW
speaker or who is interested in joining
or helping the VVAW on Long Island -
can write to: Long Island VVAW, 876
Brushollow Road, Westbury, N. Y., or
call (516) 333-1323.

Socialist Directory

ALABAMA: University: YSA, P.O. Box 5462, University, Ala. 35486.

ARIZONA: Phoenix: YSA, c/o Aris Scarla, P.O. Box 750, Tempe, Ar-
iaona 85281. Tel: (602) 959-5932.

Tucson: YSA, 410 N. 4th Ave., Tucson, Ariz. 85705.

CALIFORNIA: Berkeley-Oaliand: SWP and YSA, 3536 Telegraph Ave.,
Oakland, Calif. 94609. Tel: (415) 654-9728.

Los Angeles: SWP and YSA, 1107 1/2 N. Western Ave., Los Angeles,
Calif. 90029. Tel: SWP—(213) 463-1917, YSA—(213) 463-1966.

Riverside: YSA, c/o Woody Diaz, 5724 Warren St., Arlington, Calif.
92503.

Secramento: YSA, c/o Mark Lampson, 2307-A 24th Ave., Sacramento,
Calif. 95822.

Son Francisco: SWP, YSA, Militant Labor Forum, and Ploneer Books,
2338 Market St., San Francisco, Calif. 94114, Tel: (415) 626-9958.

San Diego: SWP, P.O. Box 15111, San Diego, Calif. 92115. YSA, P.O.
Box 15186, San Diego, Calif. 92115.

San Joaquin Valley: YSA, P.O. Box 873, Modesto, Calif. 95353.

COLORADO: Boulder: YSA, c/o Joan Fulks, 2233 Pine, ﬂouldor, Colo.

80302.

Colorado Springs: YSA, c/o J.C. Brown, Fountain Valley School, Col-
orado Springs, Colo. 80911.

Denver: SWP, YSA and Militant Bookstore, 607 E. 13th Ave., Denver,
Colo. 80203. Tel: (303) 623-9505.

"FLORIDA: Jacksonville: YSA, P.O. Box 8409, Arlington Branch, Jackson-
ville, Fla. 32211.

Tallahassee: YSA, c/o Brett Merkey, 814 California St., Tallahassee,
Fla. 32304. Tel: (904) 222-8776.

Tompa: YSA, P.O. Box 9133, Tampa, Fla. 33604. Tel: (813) 228-4655.

GEORGIA: Aflanta: Militant Bodkstore, 1176 1/2 West Peachtree St.,
SWP and YSA, P.O. Box 7817, Atlanta, Ga. 30309. Tel: (404) 876-2230.

RLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA and bookstore, 180 N. Wacker Dr.,
Rm. 310, Chicago, lil. 60606. Tel: (312) 641-0147.

DeKalb: YSA, c/o Student Activities Center, Northern lllinois U, DeKalb,
. 60115. Tel: (815) 753-0510 (day); (815) 753-4445 (night).

INDIANA: Bloomington: YSA, c/o John Heilers, West University Apts.
422, Indiana U, Bloomington, Ind. 47401.

KANSAS: Lawrence: YSA, c/o Mary Bco, 402 Yorkshire, Lawrence,
Kan. 66044, Tel: (913) 843-8083.

MASSACHUSETTS: Amherst: YSA, Box 324 Student Activities Office,
Campus Center, U of Mass., Amherst, Mass. 01002.

Boston: SWP and YSA, ¢/o Militant Labor Forum, 295 Wuntington Ave.,
Rm. 307, Boston, Mass. 02115. Tel: (617) 536-6981, 262-9688.

Pittshield: YSA, c/o R.G, Pucko, 77 Euclid Ave,, Pittslield, Mass. 01201.

Wercestér: YSA, Box 1470, Clark U, Worcester, Mass. 01610. Socialist
Workers Campaign '71, P.O. Box 97, Webster Sq. Sta., Worcester, Mass.
01603.

MICHIGAN: Ann Arbor: YSA, P.O. Box 408, Ann Arbor, Mich. 48107.

Detroit: SWP, YSA, Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737-Woodward Ave., Detroit,
Mich. 48201. Tel: (313) TE 1-6135.

Bast Lansing: YSA, P.O. Box 14, East Lansing, Mich, 48823,

Ypellansi: YSA, Box 156, Charles McKenny Union, Ypsilanti, Mich. 48197.
Tel: (313) 482-7348.

MINNESOTA: Minneapolis-St. Paul: SWP, YSA and Labor Bookstore,
1 University N.E. (ot E. Hmpin) 2nd fi., Mpls. 55413. Tel: (612) 332-
7781.

MISSOURI: Kansas City: YSA, ¢/o John Constant, 5219 Wayne St.,
Kansas City, Mo. 64110. Tel: (816) 924-3714.

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Portsmouth: YSA, P.O. Box 479, Durham, N.H.
03824.

NEW JERSEY: Newark: YSA, P.O. Box 627, Newark, N.J. 07101. Tel:
(201) 678-6005.

Wayne: Paterson State YSA, c/o Clyde Magarelli, Paterson State Col-
lege, 300 Pompton Rd., Wayne, N.J. 07470.

NEW YORK: Albany: YSA, c/o Marilyn Vogt,369B Hackett Bivd., albany,
N.Y. 12208. Tel: (518) 482-4584.

Binghamton: YSA, P.O. Box 1389, Harpur College, Binghamton, N.Y.
13901.

Long Island: YSA, P.O. Box 357, Roosevelt, L.I., N.Y. 11575. Tel: (516)
FR9-0289.

New York City—Brooldyn: SWP and YSA, 136 Lawrence St. (at Wil-
loughby), New York, N.Y. 11201. Tel: (212) 596-2849.

Lower Manhattan: SWP, YSA and Merit Bookstore, 706 Broadway
(near 4th St.), Eighth floor, New York, N.Y. 10003. Tel: SWP—(212) 982-
6051, YSA—(212) 982-8214, Merit Books— (212) 982-5940.

Upper West Side: SWP and YSA, 2744 Broadway (between 105th-
106th St.), Second floor, New York, N.Y. 10025. -

NORTH CAROLINA: Chopel Hill: YSA, Box 2448, Chapel Hill, N.C.
27514,

OMIO: Cincinnoli: YSA, c/o Sarabeth Carr, 3653 Shaw, Cincinnati,
Ohio 45208. Tel: (513) 871-4725.

Cleveland: SWP and YSA, 4420 Superior Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 44103
Tek: (216) 3915553,
Colembus: YSA, 2519 Indiancla, Apt. A, Columbus, Ohio 43202. Tel:

. (614) 267-7948.

Yellow Spﬂngl. YSA, Anﬂoch College Union, Yellow Springs, Ohio

OMHOMA. Nerman: YSA, P.O. Box 2057, Norman, Okla. 73069,

OREGON: Porfland: YSA, c/o. Val Moller, 2014 N.W. Gllmn, Room
511, Portiand, Ore. 97209. Tel: {303} 223-4830. -

PENNSYLVANIA: Philodelphia: SWP and YSA, 1004 Filbert St., Phil-
adelphia, Pa. 19107. Tel: (215) WA 5-4316. .

RHODE ISLAND: Providence: YSA, P.O. Box 117, Annn Sm Prov-
idence, R.1. 02901. Tel: (401) 863-3340.

TENNESSEE: Knoxville: YSA, c/o Charles Kelly, Box 187, Melrose Hall,
Knoxville, Tenn. 37916.

Nashville: YSA, Box 67, Sta. B, Vanderbilt U, Nashville, Tenn. 37203.

TEXAS: Austini SWP and YSA, P.O. Box 5586, West Austin Station,
Austin, Texas 78703.

Dallas-Ft. Worth: YSA, Box 863, UTA Station, Arlington, Texas 76010.

B Paso: YSA, UTEP, P.O. Box 178, El Paso, Texas 79999.

Houston: SWP, YSA and Pathfinder Books, 3806 Wheeler, Houston,
Texas 77004. Tel: (713) 741-2577.

San Anionio: YSA, c/o P.O. Box 774, San Antonio, Texas 78202.

UTAN: I.ogcn:‘ YSA, ¢/o Dayne Goodwin, 855 North 7th St. East, Logan,
Utah 84321.

WASHINGTON, D.C.: SWP and YSA, 2000 P St. NW, Rm. 413, Wash.,
D.C. 20036. Tel: (202) 833-9560.

WASHINGTON: Pullman: YSA, P.O. Box 2301 C.S., Pullman, Wash.
99163.

Seaitle: Militont Bookstore, 5257 University Way N.E., Seattle, Wash.
98105. Hrs. 11 a.m.-8 p.m., Mon-Sat. Tel: (206) 523-2555.

WISCONSIN: La Crosse: YSA, c/0431 N.9thSt., La Crosse, Wis. 54601.

Madison: YSA, 202 W. Gilman, Madison, Wis. 53703. Tel: (608) 256-
0857.

Milwaukee: YSA, 1682 N. Franklin Pl., Milwaukee, Wis. 53202. Tel:
(414) 276-4463.

Oshhosh: YSA, 572A Boyd St., Oshkosh, Wis. 54901. Tel: (414) 233-
6155.
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“is today the
largest and best
organized youth
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An Introduction to Marxist
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Friday, one week preceding publication,
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noon, three days preceding publication,
for Calendar ads.
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by Paul N. Siegel

“"Trotsky wrote with an original, live-
ly style, as this selection of his
literary criticism shows.’’ -- Long
Beach Independent

"“Trotsky was one of the founders
of Marxist literary criticism, and his
range of interests in art and literature
was surprisingly wide. In this an-
thology of his literary criticism, Siegel
has brought together scattered arti-
cles, essays, reviews, statements,
letters, and manifestoes covering the
period 1908-1939. . . . Much of this
material has never before appeared
in book form. . . . Trotsky brings
critical insight and considerable taste
and judgment.”’ -- Library Journal

248 pp., $6.95, paper $2.45
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what’s in a

To learn why, read

Intercontinental Press

Intercontinental Press
P.O.Box 116

Village P. O. Station
New York, N.Y. 10014

Name

Street

City State Zip

( ) Enclosed is $7.50 for 26 issues.
( ) Enclosed is $15.00 for one year.
( ) Please send a sample copy.

internationaiy

ocialist

freview

PROGRESS: REALITY OR. ILLUSION? by George
Novack . . . HOW WE BUILT LA RAZA UNIDA IN

CRYSTAL CITY by Jose Angel Gutierrez . . . WHAT’S
WRONG WITH THE PEOPLE’S PEACE TREATY by
Dave Frankel ... FEMALE INSANITY AND WOM-
EN’S OPPRESSION by Stacey Joslin . . . THE ENIGMA
OF THE USSR by Leon Trotsky

8 f 2 B N B B R B § § B 0 B0 R B B} B R} | .
CLIP AND MAIL TO: INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST REVIEW, 14 CHARLES LANE,

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10014

O ENCLOSED IS $1.00 FOR SPECIAL THREE MONTH INTRODUCTORY OFFER
. O ENCLOSED IS $5.00 FOR ONE YEAR (11 ISSUES)

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY.
STATE

23



THE MILITANT

Vieinam vets |Antiwar protests

stage hearing

GARDEN CITY, N.Y.—"My com-
mander said I better not make a fuss
and get involved,” Daniel A. Fried-
man, 22, said after describing how he
had watched his sergeant spray Viet-
namese children with a flame thrower
"as a joke." Friedman was one of
about a dozen Vietnam veterans who
testified May 23 about war crimes in
Vietnam at hearings organized here
by the Long Island Vietnam Veterans
Against the War. .

The Long Island Winter Soldier In-
vestigation, modeled after the inquiry
held in Detroit Jan. 31-Feb. 2 this
year, took place in the Garden City
Hotel's main ballroom, which at one
point was nearly filled to its 1,200
seating capacity.

The previous day, the VVAW had
staged a march of nearly 17 miles
from Flushing to Adelphi University
here. In addition to the Nassau Coun-
ty police, who turned out in full riot
gear, hundreds of residents lined the
march route through Bellerose Ter-
race, New Hyde Park, and Garden
City.

Some people joined and walked part
way with the veterans, and at any
given time, the marchers numbered
250. One of those who made the full
length of the march was Bob Muller,
a Marine veteran confined for life to
a wheelchair by a severed spinal cord
from a bullet wound in Vietnam.

Muller was one of the veterans who

Crimes

22 march, the veterans from the
Queens and Long Island chapters of
VVAW put on guerrilla theater skits
depicting the atrocities about which
some of them testified the following
day.

Steven Noetzel, coordinator of the
two VVAW chapters and a former
Green Beret, told the audience at the
hearings, "We are here to show that

-My Lai was no unusual occurrence.”

Noetzel's judgment was echoed the fol-
lowing day in Ft. Meade, Md., by the
highest ranking officer facing court-
martial charges for his role in the My
Lai massacre. Col. Oran K. Hender-
son told reporters during a noon re-
cess in his pretrial hearing at the
Maryland base that "Every unit of
brigade size in Vietnam has its My
Lai hidden some place.”

Testimony at the Garden City Hotel
supplied grim and shocking evidence
to back up the argument that My Lai
was an ordinary action. Noetzel him-
self testified about pushing prisoners
from helicopters and about torturing
captives with snakes and electric
shocks.

Steve Rose from Queens described
how he preserved Vietnamese ears as
trophies by pickling them in formal-
dehyde. Fischman told the audience
of his commander telling him to take
target practice from a helicopter on
unidentified Vietnamese civilians on
the ground and of seeing a 12-year-

Army to court-martial antiwar Gi

JUNE 1-—Pvt. Ed Jurenas, an antiwar and socialist Gl at Ft. Greely
in Alaska, was told by his company commander today that the Army
intends to court-martial him on charges stemming from publication
and circulation of the Arctic Arsenal, a Gl newspaper (see background

story, page 3).

The charges are based on alleged violation of three articles of the
Uniform Code of Military Justice: Article 89, which concerns disrespect
to an officer; Article 92, which relates to willfully disobeying a regula-
tion; and Article 134, which concerns promoting ‘‘disaffection’” and

“disloyalty’’ in the Army.

The Gl Civil Liberties Defense Committee has agreed to take his
case and urgently requests that messages of protest be sent immediate-
ly to Col. Powers, Post Commandant, Ft. Greely, Alaska, APQO Seattle
98733; Gen. James Hollingsworth, Commanding General, United States
Army Headquarters, Alaska, APO Seattle 98749; and Stanley Resor,
Secretary of the Army, Department of the Army, Washington, D.C.
Copies should be sent to the GICLDC, Box 355, Old Chelsea Sta.,, New

York, N.Y. 10011.

appeared on the David Susskind show
aired April 25. As a result of his ap-
pearance on the Susskind program
and also on an NBC-TV documen-
tary about veterans hospitals, Muller
has become a well-known spokesman
for Vietnam veterans who are bitter
about their experience and the war it-
self.

On May 21, Muller and Earl Smith,
a Black Air Force veteran who spent
a year in Vietnam, spoke to the Mili-
tant Labor Forum in New York City.
The forum was chaired by Michael
Fischman, a former corporal with the
50th Infantry and.an organizer of the
march and Winter Soldier Investiga-
tion on Long Island.

At several places along their May

24

old Vietnamese shot while trying to
surrender.

Paul Piatti of New Hyde Park re-
membered an elderly peasant carrying
rice back to his village: "He smiled
and waved— and then someone shot
him." And Bob Baldwin of West Sa-
ville said he had seen civilian boats
and their occupants blown away by
U. S. river patrols.

Craig Williams from Westbury de-
scribed the beating of two small chil-
dren with a rifle butt by an MP. Wil-
liams also related how he had wit
nessed a U.S. and ARVN officer tor-
ture a prisoner with both his legs
amputated by prodding his wounds
with a pencil until the American of-

Continved on page 22
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May 31.

A combination of rainy weather and
the population's overwhelming anti-
war sentiment put a damper on tra-
ditional-style Memorial Day celebra-
tions May 31. The June 1 New York
Times noted the small crowds and the
absence of young veterans and poli-
ticians at prowar rallies and patriotic
parades around the country. In sev-
eral cities, antiwar forces staged pro-
test actions against the war in Viet-
nam. Rain held down the size of some
of the antiwar demonstrations too.

Protest actions ranging in size from
100 to 500 were held in New York,
Boston, Cleveland, Madison, and St.
Louis.

About 100 antiwar activists attended
a wreath-laying ceremony, sponsored
by the Vets for Peace, at the Eternal
Light in Madison Square Park, New
York City, in a drizzling rain. Anti-
war veterans of four U.S. wars laid
a wreath in memory of victims of
these wars. The ceremony was fol-
lowed by a rally and news conference.

Retired Army Brig. Gen. Hugh B.
Hester, disabled Marine Vietnam vet-
eran Bob Muller, National Peace Ac-
tion Coalition Coordinator Ruth Gage-
Colby, Ron Wolin of New York Vets
for Peace, and an anonymous active-
duty antiwar GI spoke to the crowd
and reporters. Reporters and photog-
raphers were present from 12 news-
papers, including the New York
Times, New York Post and New York
Daily News, and a number of TV
and radio stations.

Arcadia Farms, just outside Cleve-
land, was the site of a "peace picnic"
hosted by the Cleveland Area Peace
Action Coalition. About 200 persons
attended, including members of the
Student Mobilization Committee
(SMC), SANE, Veterans for Peace,
and the Women's International League
for Peace and Freedom. The call for

‘the July 2-4 National Antiwar Con-

vention in New York was distributed,
and interested persons signed up to
attend.

The largest action was a march of
500 people around the state capitol
in Madison, Wis. The Madison Vet-

slheld across U.S.
on Memorial

Day

Photo by Shélby Harris

About 100 antiwar veterans march in Seattle Memorial Day parade,

erans Council, a group including all
Madison veterans organizations - ex-
cept the Veterans for Peace, had
planned a traditional-style parade si-
milar to those it has sponsored for 37
years, but it canceled its plans the
weekend before the 31st.

It canceled its parade because the
Veterans for Peace, which had been
granted a place in the parade, invited
other antiwar groups to participate,
and because the City Council on May
18 declared Memorial Day to be "a
day of mourning and repentance for
the human potential that has been
wasted and continues to be wasted
in the tragic Vietnam war."

The Veterans Council assailed the
resolution, stating: "Actions such as
that taken by these aldermen is run-
ning this city a close second to the
radical, subversive, communistic gov-
ernment of Berkeley, Calif." The City
Council answered by pointing to the
April 6 referendum in Madison in
which 66 percent of the voters de
manded immediate and total with-
drawal from Vietnam.

The march around the capitol, led
by the veterans, included among other
contingents Firefighters Local 311.
Speakers from the SMC, the Madison
Peace Action Coalition and the ASU
addressed the crowd.

Tom Tomasko, the SMC speaker,
announced he had received orders to
report for induction June 16. Tomas-
ko, who is also a member of the
Young Socialist Alliance, said he
planned to exercise his constitutional

- rights to speak out and organize

against the war while in the armed
forces, and said demonstrations were
planned in Oshkosh, Wis., and Mil-
waukee June 16 to send him off.

The June 1 New York Times re
ported two veterans actions, each in-
volving 200 persons, in Boston and
St. Louis. The St. Louis veterans
staged a mock "search and destroy”
mission at a park in the city, and
the Boston group retraced the route
of Paul Revere to "sound the alarm”
about the criminal war in Southeast
Asia.
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