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“Remember the dignity of your
womanhood. Take courage,
join hands, stand beside us,
e fight with us.”

3 — Christabel Pankhurst
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MASSIVE SHOW OF FORCE BY FRENCH HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS FORCES RELEASE OF POLICE
VICTIM: 18-year-old Gilles Guiot was freed in Paris Feb.
19 after four days of mass meetings and demonstrations
by thousands of his classmates threw the Gaullist regime
into a panic. Anatole Shub of the Washington Post report-
ed from Paris Feb. 17 that 10,000 students from 60 strik-
ing high schools had marched across the city’s main
boulevards for three hours. The week before, Guiot had
been sentenced to six months in jail for allegedly hitting
a cop in a Feb. 9 demonstration. Chicago Daily News
correspondent Milt Freudenheim related the chain of events
following Guiot’s sentencing which led to the mammoth
protests: Students at Guiot’s school struck Feb. 15 and
strikes spread to 36 other schools by Feb. 16. On Feb.
16 Gaullist Secretary General Rene Tomasini replied to
reporters’ questions on the Guiot case by extolling the
cops as ‘“‘guardians of liberty.” He also accused the ju-
diciary of “‘cowardice,” claiming the ‘ridiculous penal-
ties” given by judges to student demonstrators were ‘‘cre-
ating potential anarchy.” Tomasini also took a shot at
the state TV network for its ““bizarre, scandalous, morbid,
pessimistic’’ news reports. Tomasini’s Agnewisms created
more ‘“‘anarchy” than the “‘cowardice” of French judges,
who took to the streets themselves Feb. 18 to protest the
secretary general’s insults. His statements also helped fan
the strike to the massive proportions it assumed Feb. 17,
which provoked a ban on street demonstrations from
the interior minister. The ban was ignored by the judges
Feb. 18 and by the students Feb. 19 when a retrial was
scheduled for Guiot. John Hess gave this account of the
scene outside the courtroom in an article appearing in
the Feb. 20 New York Times: 10,000 students ‘‘filled
the nearby Boulevard St.-Michel from the Place St.-Michel
to the Sorbonne, held back by their own marshals in
motorcycle helmets and kerchiefs, confronting heavy lines
of riot police who sealed off the bridges to the Ile de la
Cite and the courthouse. . . . when the word (of Guiot’s
acquittal) came by transistor radio to the youths in the
boulevard, they rose to cheer and sing The Internationale.”

NEW YORK CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION RAPS CITY
SCHOOL OFFICIALS FOR ILLEGAL SUSPENSIONS:
On Feb. 18, the NYCLU made public a report based on
a sample of 115 of the 14,000 cases of suspended students
during the last school year in New York City. It found
that 77 percent of the suspensions were imposed illegally
for such offenses as arguing with a teacher, being late to
class, or putting up a Black liberation flag in the hallway.
The report accused the Board of Education of “flagrant
disregard” for state law and its own regulations.

PUERTO RICAN STUDENTS OCCUPY CCNY IN
FIGHT FOR PUERTO RICAN STUDIES: Sixty mem-
bers of the Puerto Rican Student Union, fed up with the
stalling of officials at the City College of New York on the
students’ demands for courses about Puerto Rican history
and culture, sat in at the offices of the Romance languages
department for six hours Feb. 18. School officials re-
sponded by threatening discipline for all those who “could
be identified as having participated in the action.”

THIS IS ONE OF THE MEN WHO RUN THE COUN-
TRY: The above photo, by Gerald Martineau — The Wash-
ington Post, is of Sen. Russell Long at a Feb. 13 D.C.
ball of the State Society of Louisiana. Long is wearing the
robes of the Mystic Krewe of Louisianians, “a secret,
elite, sub-group of the Society.” The normal-looking per-
son is Marciarose Shestack of Philadelphia.

SCHOOL BOARD CHICKENS OUT IN CALIF. HIGH
SCHOOL RIGHTS CASE: Roger Merrick dropped his case
against the Orange, Calif., school board Feb. 11 after the
board returned him to Orange High School in order to
avoid a possible adverse court ruling. Transferred last
semester because of his political activity, Merrick had
filed a suit alleging violation of his First Amendment
rights.

CHICAGO COURT QUASHES SUTTON’S SUBPOENA:
S. Thomas Sutton’s attempt to subpoena records belong-
ing to the Young Socialist Alliance, Socialist Workers
Party, and the Committee for Defense Against Terrorist
Attacks met with defeat Feb. 18 when a Chicago judge
ruled the basis for a subpoena irrelevant. Sutton, spokes-
man for the right-wing Legion of Justice, had tried to
subpoena the records as ‘“‘defense” in the trial of Legion
punk Thomas Kevin Stewart, now scheduled for March
17. Stewart is charged with armed robbery and assault
for his role in an attack on YSA and SWP offices in Chi-
cago in 1969.

KAHANE CONVICTED: Rabbi Meir D. Kahane, found-
er and leader of the ultraright Jewish Defense League,
was convicted for the first time in a New York court
Feb. 23. The first conviction out of his many arrests
came on charges of obstructing governmental adminis-
tration, and disorderly conduct, both misdemeanors. Sen-
tencing will take place April 13.

FOUR N.Y. MEMBERS OF CONGRESS ASK PROBE
OF TOMBS HANGING: Bella Abzug, Edward Koch, Ben-
jamin Rosenthal, and John Dow signed a letter Feb. 16
to U.S. Attorney Whitney Seymour, asking that he in-
vestigate the death of Raymond Lavon Moore. Moore,
a Tombs inmate who was Black and gay, was found
hanging in his cell Nov. 3, 1970. Charges by witnesses
that four guards had entered his cell two days earlier
and beaten him with a blackjack were ignored by a Man-
hattan grand jury which issued a report Feb. 11 clearing
the guards.

SENTENCING OF TWO YOUTHS MAKES THREE ON
N.Y. DEATH ROW: Gerald McGivern, 25, and Charles
Culhane, 26, were sentenced Feb. 19 to die in the electric
chair in April. The sentence, pronounced by Judge Ray-
mond J. Mino, brought to three the number of prisoners
awaiting execution in New York. McGivern and Culhane
were convicted of killing a guard in a 1968 escape at-
tempt. Both men claim they are innocent. The other death
row prisoner is Martin J. Fitzpatrick, convicted of killing
two cops.

ANTIWAR BILLS IN MARYLAND AND NEW YORK:
Both the New York and Maryland state legislatures are
considering bills modeled on the controversial Massachu-
setts statute protecting state residents from serving in un-
declared wars such as the one in Indochina. The con-
stitutionality of the Massachusetts law is still being dis-
puted in lower courts after the Supreme Court refused to
hear the case.- Meanwhile, the. New York Council of
Churches endorsed the bill that is presently before law-
makers in Albany.

“FREEDOM” FOUNDATION GIVES GUY $5,000 BE-
CAUSE HE WOULD NOT HONOR KENT STATE VIC-
TIMS: The “Freedoms Foundation” of Valley Forge gave
Bill Pierson its George Washington Award and $5,000
Feb. 15 because he placed his 250-pound frame in front
of the flagpole at San Diego State College for more than
three hours last May just to prevent students from lower-
ing it to half-staff in tribute to the four students slain at
Kent State by National Guardsmen.

JANE FONDA, OTHERS PLANNING ENTERTAIN-
MENT FOR GIS: Calling attention to the fact that most
GIs ““are peace-loving and want an end to the war,” Jane
Fonda told reporters that she, Barbara Dane, Dick Greg-
ory, and others had written to the commanding general
at Ft. Bragg, N.C., requesting permission to present an
antiwar show, written by Jules Feiffer and directed by Mike
Nichols, at the base March 13 and 14. In a New York
news conference Feb. 16, Fonda said the group would
tour a number of bases.

BLACK NATIONALISM TOPIC OF BOUTELLE TOUR:
Paul Boutelle, Socialist Workers Party congressional can-
didate from Harlem in 1970, recently completed a tour
of Texas and Oklahoma, where he spoke to more than
900 students at four universities in three days. Last fall
his name appeared on a long list of ““dangerous” speak-
ers; compiled by the House Internal Security Committee.
The talk he delivered was entitled ‘“Malcolm X, Black
Nationalism, and the Black Struggle Today.”.

— LEE SMITH



Laos invasion: deeper into mire

By DICK ROBERTS

FEB. 24 — At this writing, the U.S.-
directed Saigon troops in Laos are
bogged down and suffering hammer-
blows from the resistance forces. U.S.
copters and planes are being shot
down in record numbers. But this set-
back to the U.S. invasion does not
in any way lessen the danger of the
qualitative new escalation of the U.S.
aggression in Indochina. The logic of
the U.S. objective of seeking military
victory in Indochina drives it inex-
orably deeper into the bloody morass.

President Nixon's bellicose defense
of the invasion at a hastily called
press conference in Washington Feb.
17 left room for no doubts about
the ominous character of the present
escalation.

Nixon hinted at a heavier bombing
attack against North Vietnam (which
was already underway by the week-
end); he refused to rule out an in-
vasion of North Vietnam; he pooh-
poohed the danger of Chinese entry
into the war, despite repeated grave
warnings from Peking.

These remarks provoked the sharp-
est reaction to Nixon's war policies
since the outery over the attack on
Cambodia last May.

"President Nixon's threat to employ
American air power without restraint
throughout Indochina and his refusal
to rule out a South Vietnamese inva-
sion of North Vietnam remove vir-

tually all doubt that the president is
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Pathet Lao guerrillas in action

still thinking in terms of the will-o'-
the-wisp of military victory in South-
east Asia," the editors of the New York
Times declared Feb. 21.

"The threat to unleash unlimited air
war on North Vietham . . . is an om-
inous hint that the South Vietnamese
drive into Laos may be headed for
serious trouble. . . . It is altogether
unrealistic to assume that China can
remain indifferent to an expanding
conflict on its borders or that the So-
viet Union will fail to seek new ways
to fulfill its commitments to Hanoi,"
the New York Times editors warned.

It is evident that the administration
is in for a massive rebuke.

® In the U.S. Congress, vote-sensi-
tive politicians introduced a series of
bills and resolutions to limit U.S.
combat intervention in Indochina and
set dates for the removal of all U.S.
troops.

® The Democratic Party "Policy
Committee” adopted a plank calling
for the removal of all American forces
from Vietnam by the end of 1972.

® At a major gathering in Wash-
ington Feb. 19-21, over 2,000 mem-
bers and supporters of the Student
Mobilization Committee planned a se-
ries of campus actions against the war
this spring, leading up to massive
demonstrations in Washington and
San Francisco April 24 to demand
immediate withdrawal of all U.S.
forces from Southeast Asia (see pages
4-5).

® Teach-ins at Harvard and Yale
attracted overflow crowds—the first
of a series of antiwar teach-ins that
have been planned. The militant tem-
per of the Yale students was marked
when they hissed Averell Harriman
because he refused to take an unequiv-
ocal position for immediate with-
drawal.

The inner logic of the U.S. war
policies in Indochina has compelled
Washington to undertake this latest
military lashing out in Laos. And
it is the same "logic" which could com-
pel the administration to order an
attack on North Vietnam, with the
possible entry of China into the war
that this would necessarily imply.

That is the "logic" of attempting to
militarily crush a revolution that is
ever more widely supported by ‘the
peoples of Southeast Asia.

The same warning was strongly
made by New York Times Associate
Editor Tom Wicker Feb. 21:". . . if
the president cannot get his victory
in Laos, as he could not get it in
South Vietnam or in Cambodia, there
is only one other place to seek it,
and every reason to believe that Mr.
Nixon will do just that."

The unprecedented secrecy surround-
ing the attack on Laos has not dis-
guised the fact that it is in trouble.
The South Vietnamese "Rangers," who
have long been proclaimed the best
Saigon fighting units, have been driv-
en back from forward positions. They

attempted to escape on U.S. helicop-
ters sent in to remove the wounded.

Meanwhile, the supporting U. S. air
forces have been under such murder-
ous fire that there have been belea-
guered forces they could not reach.
Even by official U.S. figures, the loss
of helicopters is unprecedented. And
correspondents in the area have chal-
lenged the accuracy of these figures
as they have the truthfulness of casu-
alty reports.

The initial objective of the invasion,
to cut the so-called Ho Chi Minh Trail
"supply routes,” appears to have
achieved the opposite. "At this time
of year,” New York Times reporter
Henry Kamm wrote Feb. 22, "the elec-
tronic sensors that record the number
of vehicles using the trail usually reg-
ister about 1,000 trucks a day going
south or north, but several times in
the last two weeks the number has
reached 2,000. . . ."

One possible explanation for the mil-
itary problems was suggested by a
brief note in the Washington Star Feb.
19. The D.C. newspaper recalled that
when Gen. William C. Westmoreland
first proposed an invasion of Laos
five years ago, "He said it would take
260,000 American troops to carry out
the operation™!

This all the more suggests that Nix-
on's principal aim in ordering this
"incursion" was precisely to expand
the war even further. It is not at all

Continved on page 22

NY students press for campus control

By JOSEPH HARRIS

NEW YORK — A recent series of mass
meetings culminating in a one-day
strike shook up the campus of the
Borough of Manhattan Community
College (BMCC).

The Feb. 10 strike was motivated
by the demand for student control.
Since more than 70 percent of the
3,500 day students at BMCC are
Black, Puerto Rican and Asian-Amer-
ican, that meant Third World control
of the campus.

Through previous struggles, the ad-
ministration had granted a Black and
Puerto Rican studies program, open
enrollment, a day-care center, and stu-
dent representation on committees con-
trolling finances.

The first two demands were won
after the campus struggles that broke
out in the spring of 1969 within the
City University. BMCC is a two-year
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school in the CU. The other demands
were agreed to after the campus ex-
plosion sparked by the U. S. invasion
of Cambodia last May.

But it was one thing for the admin-
istration to agree to these demands,
quite another for it to implement them.

The day-care center was never made
functional. Black and Puerto Rican
studies courses were scattered about
in other departments. And the students
had no real control over the program.
Moreover, a Puerto Rican studies pro-
fessor, M. De Jesus Torres De Garcia,
had been fired by the administration.
In light of this situation, the Third
World Coalition student government,
elected last spring, moved to re-mo-
bilize the students.

At a preliminary meeting on Jan.
6, some of the demands codified were:
Black and Puerto Rican student con-
trol of Black and Puerto Rican studies;

adequate day care; student control of
all finances; adequate nursing facilities
and an effective training program (in
the past two years, only 22 of 332
nursing students passed the state
board examination, and this year's
first-year nursing students have to
wait until September to take Nursing
I); and a centralized building loca-
tion situated in a Third World com-
munity (BMCC is located in mid-town
Manhattan, with the building for first-
year students located 16 blocks away).

About 270 students attended a meet-
ing on Jan. 8. This meeting was
threatened with suspensions and po-
lice attacks by an administrator. In
spite of this, the students decided to
call for a strike in the second week
of the new semester, which was to
begin in February. A work committee
and communications committee were
set up to build for the action.

The strike forces had to cope with
final examinations and the ending of
the first half of the school year. Nev-
ertheless, on Feb. 10 a mass meeting
of over 450 students met and sub-
sequently shut the school down for
the day.

The strike was called off the next
day. The students decided to prepare
for further action by beginning an
educational campaign designed to
raise the level of awareness about the
issues. Concrete gains made by the
militants included control of the stu-
dent newspaper and commitment by
the administration to a functional day-
care center.

Student organizations participating
in the action were: Society of the Gold-
en Drums, Ramon Betances Club,
Women's Liberation Group, Young
Workers Liberation League and
Young Socialist Alliance.



By LEE SMITH
WASHINGTON, D.C.— A spring
program of antiwar action focused
on April 24 was enthusiastically and
nearly unanimously adopted by more
than 2,000 antiwar activists who were
gathered at Catholic University for
an_emergency National Student Anti-
war Conference Feb. 19-21.

Sponsored by the Student Mobiliza-
tion Commitee to End the War in Viet-
nam, the conference was attended by
representatives from every part of the
country and from every section of
the antiwar movement. After two days
of discussion and debate, the confer-
ence voted overwhelmingly for two
proposals from among the 22 which
had been introduced.

The main proposal adopted, put for-
ward by SMC national officers Don
Gurewitz and Debby Bustin, called for

for campus actions May 5 marking
the anniversary of last year's student
strike and the killings at Kent and
Jackson State, and for GI-civilian sol-
idarity actions on May 16.

The other proposal adopted by the
conference calls for a day of national-
ly coordinated antidraft actions across
the country March 15.

The two proposals adopted were
chosen from among seven that had
been sifted out of the original 22 by
straw vote. The combined total of
votes for the other five proposals came
to no more than 10 percent of the
entire conference.

Most of the debate revolved around
the Gurewitz-Bustin proposal and pro-
posals that the SMC endorse a May
Day "direct action" demonstration in
Washington, that the SMC endorse the
People's Peace Treaty, and that the

SITIC solid for April 24

Peace and Justice (PCPJ). William
Douthard, PCPJ coordinator, intro-
duced the May 1 action proposal. This
appeared to contradict the mid-Feb-
ruary PCPJ proposal for a joint "mass
action" in Washington on May 2.

The Peace Treaty was introduced
by its supporters as a "more concrete"
focus for action than the demand of
immediate withdrawal. However, the
response of the conference at the time
the proposal was first introduced indi-
cated that most of those present were
not persuaded, and by the time of the

final vote, support for the treaty had -

declined even further.

Supporters of April 24 had pointed
out in the course of the discussion
that the terms of the treaty, by plac-
ing conditions on the Vietnamese, in-
fringed on their right to self-determi-
nation. Communist Party spokesman

of building activity for April 24.

The conference participants recog-
nized that the key problem for the
antiwar forces is not to fall into the
trap of dissipating their energies iniso-
lated protest actions lacking a central
focus and a capacity to mobilize sig-
nificant forces in opposition to the
escalation. By utilizing the April 24
buildup as the central focus for an
explosion of local activities, including
campus meetings, teach-ins, outdoor
rallies and marches, the movement
could gain continuing momentum and
build toward a culminating national
action which would have a major po-
litical impact.

And by getting the entire movement
into action on this basis, it was felt,
the organized basis was provided for
carrying through any earlier major
action that a new turn in the domestic

At Student Mobilization Committee conference

all-out support to the mass antiwar
‘marches April 24 in Washington and
San Francisco being organized by the
National Peace Action Coalition. The
proposal, along with others, had been
circulated in the special preconvention
issue of the Student Mobilizer. Moti-
vating the proposal at the conference,
Bustin presented the perspective of
mass action as the meaningful alter-
native to the two extremes of passivity
and frustrated "trashing" adventures.
Between the two, she said, "there is
a wide road leading to Washington
and San Francisco down which the
SMC can lead hundreds of thousands
of students, along with women, Third
World people, and trade unionists on
April 24."

The Bustin-Gurewitz proposal also
called for Martin Luther King memo-
rial actions in local areas April 2-4,

SMC call for united actions by the
entire antiwar movement sometime in
March to counter the threat of an
invasion of North Vietnam.

In a debate that was one of the
clearest and most democratic ever to
take place at a national antiwar gath-
ering of this type, the supporters of
April 24 convinced the conference ma-
jority, which was solidly committed
to mass action and immediate with-
drawal, that the spring program pro-
posed by Gurewitz and Bustin em-
bodied these two concepts while the
others did not.

The Peace Treaty, May Day, and
March action proposals were all sup-
ported by the Communist Party youth
group, the Young Workers Liberation
League, and other forces grouped
around the People's Coalition for

Mike Zagarell's impassioned insis-
tence that the terms were not conces-
sions to imperialism won only a scat-
tered handful of votes for the proposal
when the question was finally decided.

The proposal calling for the SMC
to initiate an action in March to unite
the entire antiwar movement against
the threat of an invasion of North
Vietnam initially received wide sup-
port when it was presented by Tony
Montero of the Young Workers Lib-
eration League. Every person at the
conference was keenly aware of the
danger that the situation in Indochina
might lead to a dramatic escalation
at almost any time. However, in the
workshops and on the floor, most
of those who had initially supported
the idea were convinced by the argu-
ment that the best preparation against
an escalation was an escalated process

Conference photos by Howard Petrick

and Indochina situation might dictate.

The conference also acted on a struc-
ture proposal and elected new national
officers, choosing Bustin as national
coordinator and Gurewitz as national
field secretary.

In addition, reports were presented
from most of the dozen or so work-
shops. Among the proposals from the
workshops acted on were plans for
Chicano contingents, women's contin-

gents, and gay contingents on
April 24.
Because of the seriousness with

which participants attended to the
business at hand, the conference fin-
ished its agenda in record time. By
early Sunday afternoon, the student
activists were climbing into cars and
buses headed back to every corner
of the nation to step up work for
April 24.



Rally
launches
conference

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The rally
opening the three-day emergency Na-
tional Student Antiwar Conference set
the tone for the following two days
of deliberation by more than 2,000
antiwar activists.

Rally speakers represented a broad
spectrum of anitwar forces, which tes-
tified to the growing support for the
spring antiwar program adopted by
the conference.

The speakers included such figures
as Leon Page of the Cairo United
Front; Jose Garza, of La Raza Unida
Party and assistant city manager of
Crystal City, Texas; Ron Dellums,
Black congressman from Berkeley;
Nancy Williamson of Boston Female
Liberation; Charles Cheng of the D. C.
Teachers Union; Joe Miles of the Fort
Jackson Eight; Lt. Rob Olson of the
Concerned Officers Movement; Jerry
Gordon of the National Peace Action
Coalition (NPAC); Helen Gurewitz of
the Washington, D.C., Peace Action
Coalition; Don Gurewitz of the Student
Mobilization Committee; Frank Greer
of the National Student Association;
and others, among them representa-
tives of the Angela Davis and Kent
25 defense committees.

The speakers stressed the growing
anger among all sections of the pop-
ulation at Nixon's escalation of U.S.
aggression in Indochina and pointed
to the opportunities this opened up for
involving unprecedented numbers of
Blacks, Chicanos, GIs, women, trade
unionists, and students in the mass
demonstrations April 24.

Countering the editorialists who
have been pronouncing the student
antiwar movement dead, Jerry Gor-
don pointed to the conference itself
as evidence that such claims were
false. Speaking for NPAC, Gordon
said, "We know students will be in the
streets again this spring, and one rea-
son for our confidence is that we know
there is a Student Mobilization Com-
mittee to bring them into the streets!"

THE MILITANT/ MARCH 5, 1971

The SMC conference received
telegrams and expressions of
support for April 24 from more
than a dozen organizations and
individuals, including Pham
Van Ba of the South Vietna-
mese Provisional Revolution-
ary Government in Paris, the
Vietnamese National Union of
Students, Xuan Oanh of the
Vietnam Committee for Soli-
darity with the American Peo-
ple, the Japanese Congress
Against A and H Bombs, Pvt.
Ed Jurenas in Alaska and an-
other antiwar Gl stationed in
Vietnam, Patrick Gorman ofthe
Amalgamated Meat Cutters
Union, Noam Chomsky, Joseph
Heller, Sister Jogues Egan of
the Harrisburg ‘'‘conspiracy”
case, and Eqbal Ahmad of the
Harrisburg Six, as well as a
number of others from local
unions, student govefnments,
and other antiwar organiza-
tions. :

A spokesman from the Cana-
dian Mobilization Committee
gave greetings to the confer-
ence prior to the opening ses-
sion Feb. 20.

Chicunos
to marth
April 24

Following is the text of the Third
World workshop proposal on Chica-
nos and the war adopted by the SMC
National Student Antiwar Conference:

"The effects’ of the war in Vietnam,
the invasion of Cambodia, and the
recent escalation into Laos by the
U.S. government are felt most by the
Chicano people. Part of the oppression
of La Raza is reflected in the dispro-
portionate drafting of Chicano youth,
and a death rate of three Chicanos
for every white GI killed in Vietnam.

"Massive demonstrations have been
organized throughout Aztlan in the
last year, culminating with the Na-
tional Chicano Moratorium of August
29, 1970, in Los Angeles, which mo-
bilized 30,000 Chicanos demanding
"Bring our Carnales home!" Despite
attempts by the government to crush
this movement, opposition to the war
amongst Chicanos is continually
growing. Organizing and mobilizing
the masses of the Chicano people is
a prime task of the Chicano libera-
tion movement.

"The demand that all the carnales
[brothers] be brought home is the best
expression of the right of the Chicano
people to control their own lives and
determine their own future.

"It is the responsibility of the entire
antiwar movement to aid and support
in any way possible the Chicano com-
munity's effort to organize and mo-
bilize La Raza against the war in
Southeast Asia, by building separate
actions, building Chicano contingents
at national mobilizations, putting out
literature directed at the Chicano com-
munity, and that we work towards
coordination of national communica-
tions and exchange of information on
all Chicano antiwar activity.

"We, therefore, propose that this con-
ference go on record in support of the
April 24 national antiwar demonstra-
tions in Washington and San Fran-
cisco.

"We further propose that this con-
ference go on record in support of

Chicano antiwar actions and that Chi-
cano activists make an effort to build
Chicano contingents on April 24.
"Lastly, it is the responsibility of the
entire antiwar movement to defend the
Chicano community from attacks
waged by the government against it
and to prevent events such as the
August 29 attack on the Chicano Mor-
atorium from taking place again.”
The proposal was signed by Jose
Garza, assistant city manager of Crys-
tal City, Texas; Mario Trevino from
La Verdad in Crystal City; Mirta Vi-
dal of the New York SMC; and Mi-
guel Pendas from Colorado Springs,
Colo. Garza and Trevino reported
that a Chicano Mobilization Commit-
tee had been formed in Crystal City
the day before the conference opened.

|
The following is an excerptfrom
an editorial in the Feb. 19 is-
sue of The Observer, student
newspaper at Case Western Re-
serve University in Cleveland:

"The students flooded Wash-
ington in November 1969, and
again May 9, half thinking both
times that the war would be
over by the time they got back.

"Frustration, cynicism and
apathy aside, we have to go
again April 24, this time for
Dick’s benefit—to pay back an
insult.

"In the same way that Dick
insulted San Jose demonstra-
tors by flashing us a peace
sign, Dick insults students when
he believes that eliminating the
draft and commissioning South
Vietnamese to win his ‘just
peace’ will castrate the antiwar

movement.”’
|

Debby Bustin

WASHINGTON, D.C.— Hundreds of
women from across the country pro-
posed to the SMC conference that it
endorse the idea of an independent
women's contingent for the marches
on Washington and San Francisco
April 24.

The idea was endorsed by the con-
ference, along with plans of the Unit-
ed Women's Contingent to organize
women's actions, such as teach-ins
and rallies, preceding April 24. These
actions would aim at relating the op-
pression of women to the war in
Southeast Asia.

Marcia Sweetenham of the United
Women's Contingent explained that re-

lationship to a news conference here
Feb. 22. "The women's movement, like
the other movements, cannot achieve

“its goals wuntil this war is ended,”

Sweetenham said. She continued,
"Thus it is essential that the women's
movement, part of which had its be-
ginnings in the antiwar movement,
support the antiwar movement and
the struggle to end the war."

She said the contingent hopes to "in-
volve all women, including Third
World women, college and high school
women, working women, women's lib-
eration activists, and women's organi-
zations."

Calling attention to the fact that
women are 53 percent of the popula-
tion, Sweetenham concluded by quot-
ing Nancy Williamson of Boston Fe-
male Liberation: "Women have the po-
tential power to end this war, and
when women decide this war should
end, this war will end!"

Sam Moddykowski report-
ed on Women's Contin-

gent.

.|
Attendance was well over 2,-

000 at the National Student
Antiwar Conference, according
to registration figures of the
Student Mobilization Commit-
tee. Participants came from 38
states, 173 college campuses,
more than 70 high schools, and
10 junior high and elementary
schools. Approximately 40 per-
cent were women.

Reporters from 108 newspa-
pers, wire services, radio and
TV stations attended. All the
major U.S. TV networks, as
well as the Canadian Broad-
casting Corporation, TASS, UPI,
and AP had reporters present,
as well as student newspapers
from every part of the country.
About 75 of the 108 reporters
came from the campus press.

Don Gurewitz



In Our Opinion
The AFT’s future

Solidarity with the struggle for Black, Puerto Rican and Chicano control
over the schools in their own communities is the key question facing
teachers unions in the United States today. The attitude taken by the
American Federation of Teachers (AFT) and its affiliates toward this
struggle will decide the future of the teachers unions.

The AFT, like many other public employee unions, is growing rap-
idly and is waging militant struggles for higher salaries and better
working conditions. This promising development has been spurred, in
part, by the thousands of young people now entering the teaching
field. Fresh from the campuses, they have been affected to one degree
or another by the student radicalization.

Because of the interrelationship between the teachers, the schools,
and the Black, Puerto Rican and Chicano communities in the large
urban centers, the AFT has been challenged and has the opportunity
to play a vanguard role within the labor movement today. The AFT
can take an important step toward transforming the trade unions into
instruments of struggle around the broader social issues of today.

To do this, the AFT must join with the Black, Puerto Rican and Chi-
cano communities in their struggles to gain control over the institu-
tions which affect their lives, including their schools. The AFT must
win the Black, Puerto Rican and -Chicano communities as allies in a
common struggle against those who control the school boards.

In 1964, Malcolm X told the founding rally of the Organization of
Afro-American Unity, "'. . . why should you and | who live in the com-
munity let these fools continue to run and produce this low standard
of education? No, let them turn those schools over to us.”

This is precisely the struggle being waged by oppressed nationalities
in hundreds of cities. The education their children receive is so rotten,
so alienating, so destructive, they increasingly realize that the only
solution is to take the educational system into their own hands, to
determine the curriculq, to choose the textbooks, to hire teachers who
can really teach and motivate their children to learn. They want to
give their children a knowledge of themselves through an understand-
ing of their own history and culture. They want to be able to trans-
fer or dismiss racist teachers and administrators. They want more Black,
Puerto Rican and Chicano teachers and administrators. Theyiwant to
get the cops out of the classrooms, to destroy the prison-like atmosphere
of the schools, and to create institutions conducive to education.

An AFT that really wants to improve the quality of education will
support these struggles wholeheartedly, help to mobilize the commu-
nity for them, and help lead the battle against the boards of educa-
tion, which oppose such demands. The AFT should campaign within
the union movement to win support for the demands of the oppressed
nationalities.

However, in recent years, AFT locals throughout the country have
failed to do this. In 1968, the New York affiliate, the United Federation
of Teachers, headed by Albert Shanker, called a city-wide strike ex-
plicitly to oppose the right of a Black and Puerto Rican governing board
in the Ocean Hill-Brownsville district to transfer racist teachers. This
reactionary strike served to widen the rift not only between the UFT
and New York's Black and Puerto Rican communities but between the
AFT and Black, Puerto Rican and Chicano communities on a national
scale.

In the current struggle of the Newark Teachers Union against the
city administration, the NTU's hostile attitude to Black community con-
trol is jeopardizing the strike. ,

The struggle for Black, Puerto Rican and Chicano community control
of the schools is an issue in virtually every single teachers strike today,
directly or indirectly. The Newark teachers’ strike is no exception. It
illustrates the principal questions facing every teachers union in the
country today. Virtually every strike will be confronted with the same
kind of opposition from the Black community unless the teachers sup-
port and join with the oppressed communities in their struggles to
gain control over their schools.

Teachers struggling for higher wages, tenure, and better working
conditions; students fighting for their right to organize political activities
in the schools and for a relevant education; and Black, Chicano and
Puerto Rican parents fighting for better education through community
control of the schools have a common enemy in the school boards
and city administrations, which are controlled by those who rule this
country. A united struggle against this enemy would be very powerful.
It would go a long way toward radically transforming the AFT and
other unions into instruments of social struggle. Such a development
would have a profoundly revolutionary impact on American society.

This is the course the AFT must follow.

Letters

Cops

I thought readers of The Militant
might be interested in the fact that
The Militant's Jan. 29 editorial, "A
cop is a cop," has been the only
radical statement against working-
class support of the cops' strike.
Even as unlikely a source as Mu-
hammad Speaks, the organ of the
Nation of Islam, supported the cops'
strike!

In the Feb. 12 issue of Muhammad
Speaks, support for the cops is ex-
pressed in three different places in
the paper. Underneath a picture of
striking Milwaukee cops the caption
says: "At last, at last, at last U.S.
city policemen appear to be begin-
ning to see themselves as what they
are: just another sector of the U.S.
working class being played off
against other sectors of the working
class by the rulers of the wealth and
properties they were hired to protect.”

The Militant's opposition to con-
sidering cops simply "another sector
of the U.S. working class" stems
from its Marxist appraisal of the

position cops occupy in class society. i

They are, as Leon Trotsky said, not
members of the working class, but
"declassed.”

Eric Poulos

Worcester, Mass.

‘Traffic in Women’

We're glad to have received copies
of the review Linda Jenness did on
Emma Goldman's Traffic in Women
for The Militant. However, you
failed to give our address and to
point out that your readers could
‘order copies of this pamphlet, as

. 'well as ‘11 others on radical themes,

directly from that address. I hope
you can mention this in a future
issue.

Tom Wodetzlsi

Times Change Press

1023 Sixth Ave.

New York, N.Y. 10018

Editor's reply— We're sorry for this
oversight. In the future, all reviews

of books and pamphlets will include
the publisher's address.

Quebec

Your coverage of the recent Quebec
events and Trudeau's repressive War
Measures Act and the Public Order
Act was excellent. For Americans in-
terested in more information, I
would highly recommend Free the
Political 'Prisoners, an excellent book-
let costing only 25 cents from Van-
guard Publications, 334 Queen St.
West, Toronto 2B, Ontario, Canada.
The booklet supplies vital informa-
tion explaining Quebec-Canadian
political life and for building defense
committees.

William Dalton

Toronto, Ontario

‘Set the date’

When analyzing recent arguments
used by sections of the antiwar move-
ment, it is often useful to review the
debates which took place early in
the movement's history. I found the
1966 pamphlet Immediate Withdraw-
al vs. Negotiations (available for -
25 cents from Pathfinder Press, 873
Broadway, N.Y., N.Y. 10003) use-
ful in analyzing the People's Peace
Treaty.

Particularly interesting in dealing
with the "set the date" provisions of
the Treaty is) the following excerpt
quoted in the pamphlet: ". . . per-

haps the National Liberation Front
will agree to something less than
full self-determination and immedi-
ate withdrawal of American troops.
If that is the case, we hold no quar-
rel with people who have fought and
bled for a quarter of a century
against French, Japanese, and now
American intervention. In their cir-
cumstances, an honorable compro-
mise may be warranted. But for de-
cent Americans to call for such a
compromise in advance is an im-
moral apologia for the criminal
deeds of our administration.”

The quotation is excerpted from
an editorial by Sidney Lens in
the November 1965 issue of Libera-
tion.
Mark Bedner
Philadelphia, Pa.

Feminist consciousness

I am renewing my subscription to
The Militant because of its generally
excellent coverage of the feminist
movement.

The Militant has deficiencies in
feminist consciousness, however. In
one issue, a picture was captioned,
in part, "Ky and his wife." However
much The Militant dislikes this wom-
an, I am sure that she does have a
name. It is male supremacist to refer
to a woman as an appendage of
a man.

More than once you have reported
on society weddings, emphasizing the
ludicrous aspects of the women. It
is male money which stages these
weddings, in which the ludicrousness
of the men must be no less than that
of the women,. The women, in fact,
are being degraded to status sym-
bols by their male supremacist hus-
bands. The Militant could make a
significant contribution by reporting
on the degree of control which the
husbands have over these women by
virtue of their money.

J. M.
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Allende

Enclosed is a check to renew my
subscription for two years. I'd like
to see you do a few editorials on
Allende in Chile and include more
Third World international informa-
tion in the paper. Africa, the mother
continent, is booming. Check it out
and inform the people.

L.S.

Chicago, Iil.

Abortion reform

While in Montana at the beginning
of February we had the opportunity
to attend Legislative House hear-
ings on abortion. This is the first
attempted reform since 1897, when
the present law was passed allowing
abortions only if the health of the
mother is endangered.

The reform abortion bill was in-
troduced by Dorothy Bradley, the
only woman representative in the
Montana Legislature. It was spon-
sored by the Status of Women Com-
mission, Zero Population Growth,
and the American Association of
University Women. The bill calls
for abortion on demand which must
be performed by a licensed doctor in
a licensed hospital.

Approximately 500 people packed
House chambers for the hearing. Be-
fore testimony, the chairman warned
the hearing would be closed if there
were any "demonstrations." Argu-



ments centered on the right of wom-
en to control their own bodies. Op-
position, which was badly organized,
dwelled on the obligation of the

state to protect the fetus-citizen with
full constitutional rights.

Since there is no strong women's
liberation movement here yet, the
bill will probably be defeated. How-
ever, the controversy surrounding
this issue shows clearly the poten-
tial for sisters to organize in Mon-
tana.

B.B.
P.S.
Helena, Mont.

Israeli raid
Militant readers, who are privileged
to receive some of the most objective
reporting on the Middle East avail-
able in America, may be interested
in the story-behind-the-story of the
recent Israeli raid on Sarafand,
South Lebanon.

Israeli sources claimed (New York
Times, Jan. 16) that their forces
landed in the seaside town and blew

-up two houses used by Palestinian
guerrillas. In fact,-one of the two
structures destroyed was the small
storehouse of an American archeo-
logical expedition. It contained such
obvious military paraphernalia as
picks, hoes, trowels, and baskets of
potsherds from the 1970 dig. The
house was inhabited by a Lebanese

(not Palestinian!) guard, hired by the
expedition to watch over the equip-
ment and excavation site during the
- absence of the’staff.

"Residents of Sarafand report the
damage was done by shelling from
an Israeli ship. Incidental casualties
included nearby archeological sites
along the coast.

One interesting footnote: Sarafand
numbers among its inhabitants sev-
eral Lebanese Jewish families. These
Jewish families shared the hazard of
the Israeli bombardment along with
the Christian and Muslim families
with whom they have long lived in
harmony. Persons mindful of the
unhappy plight of Jews in the
world should include in their con-
cern the innocent Arab Jews who —
together with their friends and neigh-
bors —have their lives directly threat-
ened by indiscriminate Israeli attack.
R M.

Philadelphia, Pa.

Impressed

The new format, expanded coverage,
and excellent political articles and
analyses make The Militant a news-
paper to be proud of. As a tool

for revolutionaries, The Militant
remains unsurpassed as an educator,
agitator, propagandist, and organiz-.
er. Opponents on the left must view
the qualitative and quantitative ex-
pansion with envy and anxiety, as

it reflects the growing numbers of
youth who are being won to the
revolutionary vanguard and assim-
ilated to it.

Milton Chee

San Francisco, Calif.

The letters column is an open forum
for all viewpoints on subjects of gen-
eral interest to our readers. Please
keep your letters brief. Where neces-
sary they will be abridged. Please
indicate if your name may be used
or if you prefer that your initials be
used instead.
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The Great Society

To make room for buzzards?— Army

officials at Milan Arsenal in Tennessee
are planning to freeze three million
blackbirds to death. On a subfreezing
night, the birds will be sprayed from
planes with a chemical that will dis-
solve the natural oils on their feathers,
resulting in a rapid loss of body heat.
Lucky the Vietnamese don’t have
feathers.

The hand on the button— Two former
army lieutenants disclosed that superi-
ors permitted officers to cheat on
exams that put them in positions of
responsibility for firing nuclear mis-
siles. A Pentagon spokesman assured,
not without logic, that the existence
of unqualified officers manning mis-
sile battalions would not go undis-
covered. And they’d be punished too.

Nitpickers — The government charged
Ocean Spray cranberry cocktail
pushers with false advertising merely
for asserting it was more nutritious
than orange or tomato juice. The gov-
ernment said the cranberry cocktail
had more calories and carbohydrates
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Y,
BIG GEORGE by Virgil Partch
“It's what's known as the

law of supply and de-
mand.”

shouldn’t be called a juice, because
it was mostly water. A company
spokesman responded that this was
“without relevance to the enjoyment
and benefits our good customers en-

The right to be heard — San Francisco
Chronicle columnist Herb, Caen re-
ports that the Presidio chaplain issued
this bulletin: “To all Presidio civilian
employees, Grade GS-09 and above:
You are cordially invited to attend
the Presidio Prayer Breakfast 2 Feb.
1971.”” Caen expresses the concern
that this may mean the prayers of
civilians in grades below GS-09 will
continue to go unheard. But if the
Lord listened to everyone he might
forget which side he’s on.

Research problem — An Arizona judge
has been studying claims by individ-
uals and companies volunteering to
undertake the project provided for in
a will of James Kidd, a miner who
left $175,000 for research to prove
that each human being has a soul
that survives death. Recently the judge
ruled that the Barrow Neurological
Institute of Phoenix was qualified, but
the state supreme court said no.

How the East will win— In the first
half of 1970, West German coffin-nail
consumption increased 7.1 percent.

than the other two and that it

The

joy from using this fine product.”

— HARRY RING

~ Insurgent Majority

Feb. 15 is now a national holiday — a joint commemora-
tion of the births of Abraham Lincoln and George Wash-
ington, neither of whom was actually born on that date.
Susan B. Anthony was. Outside of the women’s liberation
movement, however, no tribute' was made this year to
the one hundred (fifty-first anniversary of this militant
feminist and suffragist leader.

In Boston, Female Liberation circulated petitions pro-
testing the co-optation of Anthony’s birthday. Calling
it “another outrage against the teaching of our history,”
the group is demanding that Feb. 15 be returned to wom-
en as.a Susan B. Anthony national holiday.

And in Washington, D.C., members of the National

' Woman'’s Party (founded in the final decade of the fight

for women’s suffrage) and NOW or Never (preteen wing
of the National Organization for Women) cosponsored
a rally in the capitol crypt where there is a statue of
Anthony. Nancy Clinch of NOW pointed out, “History
is ever ironic. For Washington and Lincoln, despite their
magnificent achievements, did not have the humanistic
vision or universal democratic ideals of Susan B.
Anthony.” She went on to note Anthony’s opinion of
Washington (‘“He whose name is the pride of this nation
was a slave master”) and Lincoln (““He favored the
enforcement of the Fugitive Slave Law and had stated
he was not in favor of Negro citizenship’’).

A gas station now stands on the site of the church in
Seneca Falls, N.Y., where the 1848 Woman’s Rights Con-
ference was held—the first time women got together to
draw up their own demands. This society makes mon-
uments out of every house George Washington ever slept
in, yet tears down the building that housed the begin-
nings of the feminist movement!

Even more despicable is the way history has totally buried
the names of countless females who made revolutionary
contributions to American society. The following are just
three little-known examples.

Who ever hears of the role women played during the
American Revolution? Yet women formed anti-tea leagues
many years before the Boston Tea Party, and joined
the Daughters of Liberty. Women such as Deborah Samp-
son, a Black schoolteacher, and Molly Ludwig were sol-
diers in the Continental Army. But perhaps the most
forgotten revolutionary figure is Mercy Otis Warren, who

originated the idea of setting up an organized network
throughout the colonies. The Committees of Correspon-
dence became the revolutionary force throughout the war.
And although the idea for them has been attributed to
Sam Adams' or James Warren, they were, at the very
least, a product of collaboratiorr among the three.

Mercy Otis Warren was also a poet, historian, and
satirical playwright. Her plays were the first to use all-
American characters, and the first to portray a woman
as a revolutionary.

Eli Whitney and the cotton gin are now legend. But Cath-
erine Greene is unknown. Left the manager of a large
Georgia plantation after her husband died, Greene thought
of inventing a machine to separate the cotton seeds from
the fiber. At the time (1793), Whitney was a lodger in .
Greene’s home. She enlisted his help in working out some
of the technical details, but supervised every stage of
the invention herself. Rather than exposing herself to os-
tracism and ridicule as a female engineer, however, she
had Whitney take out the patent in his name.

Wo:nen in the Civil War did far more than care for the
wounded on the battlefield. They fought and spied for
the Union army. One supervised military tactics. Anna
Ella Carroll was one of the most brilliant military strat-
egists in history. On a trip through the West, she saw
the Union army embarking on what she considered a
military fiasco. She wrote Lincoln, proposing the famous
Tennessee campaign, which split the South in two and
eventually won the war for the Union. Thereafter known
as “Lincoln’s secret weapon,”” Carroll conceived of a
series of other successful maneuvers. Amidst public in-
sistence to know the originator of these strategies, her
identity was kept secret. It was felt that northern generals
wouldn’t take orders from a woman. After Lincoln’s death,
Grant tried to take credit for her work to boost his pres-
idential campaign. Carroll died in poverty, unrecognized.

International Women’s Day, March 8, will be a massive
response to this denial of women’s role in history. On
that day, women throughout the world will voice their
demands for liberation and draw new women into the
struggle.

— DEBBY WOODROOFE



By DERRICK MORRISON
NEWARK, Feb. 21 — The Newark
teachers' strike, now in its third week,
is a struggle against a vicious union-
busting drive by the recently elected
administration of Kenneth Gibson.
However, contrary to the view of the
Newark Teachers Union (NTU) lead-
ership, this strike is not simply a "la-
bor-management" dispute. A full un-
derstanding of the strike cannot be
obtained without taking into account
the opposition to the strike of a large
section of the Black community and
the fa'lure. of the NTU to support
the struggle of Newark's Black com-
munity for control over its schools.
This policy by the NTU leaders is
seriously jeopardizing the strike and
could lead to its defeat.

If the city administration is success-
ful in breaking the strike and destroy-
ing the NTU, it will be a blow to the
right of other workers, particularly
public employees, to organize unions
and will undermine the rights of exist-
ing unions. It will also strengthen the
hand of the city school board, giving
it more confidence in its attempts to
fight the demands of the Black com-
munity and Black students. For this
reason, the teachers must be supported
in their struggle against the board.

The current strike can best be under-
stood by viewing it in its relation-
ship to the NTU strike in February
1970. With only 200 members at the
beginning, the NTU pulled off a three
and one-half week strike of a couple
of thousand teachers for union rec-
ognition and salary increases. About
200 teachers were arrested during that
strike, but because it was successful
the union ranks swelled to over 3,500.
This is out of a total of 4,800 edu-
cational workers — 4,000 teachers, 600
teachers' aides, and 200 clerks. At
the time of the strike last year, the
city was run by the corrupt adminis-
tration of Hugh Addonizio. The
school board then consisted of three
Blacks, one Puerto Rican, and five
whites. Dr. Harold Ashby, an African-
American was board president.

This year, the composition of the
board is not too much different. May-
or Gibson, in filling three vacancies,
appointed two Blacks and one Puerto
Rican, reducing the number of whites
on the board by one. The present
board president is Jesse Jacobs, an
African-American who is also housing
manager for the Newark Housing Au-
thority. Ashby is still with the board
in the capacity of business manager.

The board has repeatedly refused
to engage in meaningful negotiations
with the NTU. Although the negotia-
tion period for a new contract began
on Jan. 11 and the old contract ex-
pired on Feb. 1, it wasn't until Feb.
19 that the board even began to show
any serious intent about entering ne-
gotiations.

According to one union leader, only
about 60 percent of the teachers have
been out on strike. But this has been
enough to impair the functioning of
the school system.

One factor inhibiting more teachers
from joining the strike is that there
is a permanent court injunction
against any strike by the union. In
last year's strike, most of the teachers
arrested served 10-day jail sentences.
Six-month jail terms, now on appeal,
were imposed on NTU leaders Carole
Graves, Frank Fiorito, and Donald
Nicholas. Graves, an African-Ameri-
can, is president of the NTU and
Fiorito is the union's vice-president.

Because of the present strike, these
three leaders are also charged with
being in contempt of court.

In the current strike, which began
on Feb. 1, there have been seven ar-
rests, mainly of union officials.

A number of unions have endorsed
the strike, and the Teamsters Joint
Council 73 has threatened to halt the
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delivery of food and fuel across picket
lines.

The NTU has made binding arbitra-
tion the central issue in this strike.
Binding arbitration, which was won
last year from the board, is a ,proce-
dure for settling unresolved grievances
before an agreed upon arbitrator from
the American Arbitration Association.
The union has won 23 of 25 griev-
ances that have gone before the AAA
in the last year.

In spite of the board's opposition
to this procedure, binding arbitration
is not really in the interest of the NTU
or any other union, and the labor
movement has traditionally fought
against it. Dependence upon an out-
side arbitrator to settle disputes be-
tween the union and the board re-
flects the union's weakness. It is nei-
ther in the interests of the teachers
nor the Black community to have an

Newark tenchers’ strike:
what are the issues?

majority of whom are in the union.
Including aides and clerks, the union
is 40 percent Black. Seven out of 20
members of the NTU Executive Com-
mittee are Black. What weighs heavily
against the union is that 60 percent
of the teachers live in suburby out-
side Newark and thus have no close
ties with the communities in which
they teach.

It is clear that in order for the NTU
to survive, it must extend complete and
unequivocal support to the struggle
of the Black community to assume
control over Black education. Any-
thing short of this places a noose
around the neck of the union.

The slogans for "better schools," and
"teachers want what students want,"
which are being raised by the NTU,
are totally insufficient. The NTU lead-
ers have failed to call for the hiring
of more Black and Puerto Rican teach-

with one of the union leaders and
some of the rank-and-file members,
the topic of Ocean Hill-Brownsville
came up. This is a Black and Puerto
Rican community in Brooklyn where
a pilot project in community control
of the schools was initiated in the fall
of 1967 by the city government. A
governing board was set up through
a community election. Most of the
members were parents from the com-
munity, and there was one teacher
representative from each school in the
district.

The New York City administration
allowed the project to proceed because
of the mounting pressure for Black
and Puerto Rican community control
of the schools.

This pressure had been building up
throughout the decade of the 1960s,
and the government looked upon the
project as a safety valve to release

Tanks were used to suppress 1967 uprising of Newark's Black community. One
of the issues that sparked that revolt was demand for more Black represen-
tation on school board and more Black administrators and teachers. The com-
munity struggle around these issues continues.

outside arbitrator have the final say
in disputes with the school board. The
union in its conflicts with the school
board should depend on direct pres-
sure, including strike action. But for
such action to be effective and pow-
erful, the NTU must have a program
which reflects the interests of its po-
tentially most powerful allies — the stu-
dents and the Black and Puerto Rican
communities.

In this strike and the one a year
ago, the most glaring weakness of
the NTU has been its failure to win
the support of the Black and Puerto
Rican communities.

Newark's population of 400,000 is
over 60 percent Black and about 15
percent Puerto Rican. Seventy-five per-
cent of the 78,000 public school stu-
dents are Black. Approximately 30
percent of the teachers are Black, the

ers and administrators. They have
refused to support the right of the
Black community to exercise control
over Black schools, including curric-
ulum, textbooks, transfer of racist
teachers, determining priorities in use
of funds, etc. It is only through Black
and Puerto Rican community control
that better schools and better educa-
tion can be won because it is only
through such a program the Black
and Puerto Rican communities can
be -mobilized and involved in the
struggle.

Furthermore, the union has included
the demand for more security guards
in the schools. This reactionary de-
mand for cops in the schools is jus-

tifiably greeted by the students with.

anger and resentment.

Ocean Hil|-Brownsville
In a discussion The Militant had

the steam of discontent, not as a so-
lution to the educational problems.
The Lindsay administration did not
even call it community control, but
preferred to use the term "decentraliza-
tion."

The United Federation of Teachers,
the New York affiliate of the Amer-
ican Federation of Teachers, opposed
this step towards Black and Puerto
Rican control of a school district. The
UFT leadership headed by Albert
Shanker decided to sabotage the proj-
ect. The teachers on the governing
board resigned shortly after it was
set up and a large number of teachers
transferred out simultaneously in an
attempt to cripple the functioning of
the schools in the district. They op-
posed the parent-run governing board
assuming control over school policies
they considered their prerogative.



Scores of teachers that stayed in
the schools began organizing support
for those that had transferred, and the
governing board decided to transfer
these teachers from the district and
recruit new teachers that would abide
by the decisions of the governing
board.

The following fall, the UFT struck
the entire city school system for two
months in opposition to these trans-
fers. To convince teachers of the cor-
rectness of their racist actions, the
UFT bureaucrats talked about "teach-
er rights" and Black "anti-Semitism.”
But to the Black and Puerto Rican
communities, the issue was crystal
clear, and they mobilized mass ac-
tions in opposition to the UFT and
in support of their right to control
their schools. Hundreds of schools
were opened up by Black and Puerto
Rican parents during the strike action.

Hordes of city cops were sent in
by Mayor Lindsay to occupy the
Ocean Hill-Brownsville district and
successfully reinstate the UFT teach-
ers in the schools.

The consequences of this racist ac-
tion by the UFT are still reverberat-
ing today. Part of the hostility of
Black and Puerto Rican communities
to teachers unions, not only in New
York City, but’in other cities as well,
stems from the Ocean Hill-Brownsville
struggle.

Yet, in the discussion The Militant

had with one of the NTU officials,
he indicated, that despite his disagree-
ment with~Shanker's pro-Vietnam-war
views and his opinions on other is-
sues, he agreed with Shanker on Ocean
Hill-Brownsville!
- The NTU can talk and write all
they want to about how the union is
concerned with the children, their ed-
ucation, the community and classroom
conditions, but as long as it doesn't
make clear the distinction between this
strike and the action in Ocean Hill-
Brownsville, as long as it doesn't
sharply denounce Shankerism and the
patides followed by racist labor bu-
reaucrats, all of its purported concern
doesn't amount to a hill of beans.
The Black community will only be
won by deeds. And in the present
situation, the NTU must unequivocal-
ly repudiate .Shankerism. It must do
so in its own seLfvmterest.

The reactionary policy of the NTU
leadership in the current strike has
attracted openly racist and anti-union
forces to its side. Such  scum as
Anthony Imperiale, head of a. white
racist vigilante organization, has led
white parents in shutting down two
schools and manning picket lines.
One Black teacher attempting to enter
a school was beaten by Imperiale's

Boston B

By ROBERT CAHALANE
BOSTON — Large numbers of Black
high school students have been boy-
cotting classes in almost every major
high school in the city, demanding a
full investigation of discriminatory
and racist policies of the Boston
school system. On Feb. 5, some 2,500
Black students stayed out of school
and over 700 held a inass meeting in
which they decided to continue their
strike until their demands are imple-
mented.

Individual striking Black Student
Unions and Afro-American Societies
have demanded more Black teachers
and guidance personnel, more Black
studies, an end to the use of police
in the schools, and a student disci-
pline review system.

The Black Student Federation
(BSF), a city-wide organization of
Black high school and college stu-
dents, has been coordinating the strike
activities out of the Afro-American
Studies Center at Northeastern Uni-
versity.
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hoodlums. But the union leadership
has refused to repudiate these actions.

Victor Riesel, well-known columnist
with virulent antilabor and anticom-
munist views, wrote an article in the
Feb. 10 Daily Mirror entitled
"Newark's Militants Qut to Kill Union."
The NTU leaders not only failed to
attack the contents of this viciously
racist article, but had the gall to mim-
eograph it and pass it out as an ac-
curate account of the strike. With
friends like Riesel and Imperiale, who
needs enemies!

The Gibson administration
The racist policies of the NTU lead-

ership have made it much easier for
the Gibson administration and the
school board to demogogically iden-
tify their opposition to the strike with
support for community control.

The Gibson administration in the
eyes of many Blacks seemingly wears

Carole Graves, NTU pres;deni

the mantle of "community cantrol.”
Back in November 1969, an indepen-
dent nominating convention of over
3,000 Blacks and Puerto Ricans was
held in Newark. At this eonventlon,
Gibson was nominated to riin formay’

or, along with a slate of Black and ;

Puerto Rican candidates “for City
Council. This convention was opposed
and boycotted by the Democratic Par-
ty. In fact, a couple of Black Dem-
ocrats chose to run against Gibson.

But the "community's choice” slate,
as the convention nominees were
known, defeated by a substantial mar-
gin both white and Black Democratic
candidates in the first election in May
1970. In the June runoff, Gibson and
three of the slate's councilmen were
swept into office.

The Gibson campaign, unlike that
of Carl Stokes in Cleveland and
Richard Hatcher in Gary, Indiana,

was organized and partially financed
by the Black community, independent
of the Democratic Party. The indepen-
dent nominating convention also
adopted a program attempting to
speak to the need for Black and Puerto
Rican community control.

However, since Gibson took office
he has done nothing to implement
Black control of the Black community
or change the horrible conditions that
Blacks suffer in Newark.

He indicated his real position on
community control of the schools in
a statement quoted in the April 23,
1970, Village Voice, a month before
the election last spring. He said, "I
don't think community control is nec-
essarily the answer. It's notnecessarily
who decides what that's so important;
it's quality education. In some of the
best educational systems in the coun-
try, there is no community control."

From Gibson's point of view, "com-

Newark Muyor Kenneth anson

munity control" is associated with the
number of Black faces in government,
not with election by the Black com-
munity = of independent governing

‘boards fbr the schools. The indepen--
€ i atmg conventlon, oxgas

‘1zed' as the "Black and Puerto Rican

i Cbnvention, ended with Gibson's elec-.

toral victory, but- it should ‘Have
served as the basis for further inde-
pendent political orgamzatxon of the
community. :

Many. of the organizations in the
Black community have committed the

-same error, identifying the presence

of a Black mayor, or Blacks in other
official capacities, with community
control. This was implied in a dis-
cussion The Militant had with a rep-
resentative of the Committee for a
Unified Newark. One of the leaders
of this group is the noted poet and
playwright Imamu Amiri Baraka (Le-

acks boycott hig

The first stirrings of the strike be-
gan on Jan. 22, when the Afro-Amer-
ican Society at Boston English High
called a demonstration to protest the
suspension of two Black students. The
"crime" the students were accused of
was being involved in a robbery at
the school.

Three hundred students came to the
demonstration, held in the school au-
ditorium. The principal promptly
closed the school, "to avoid possible
violence." Actually, he was attempting
to prevent a further spreading of the
demonstration. One of the major Bos-
ton daily newspapers quoted the prin-
cipal, Mr. Daley, as saying that a
group of Black students had "taken
over English High."

After the principal closed the school,
the 300 demonstrating students re-
mained in the auditorium and drew
up a list of their demands: 1) more
Black teachers, 2) more Black studies,
and 3) dismissal of the charges
against the two accused students.

The Boston School Committee met

—

in emergency session that evening and
voted to close the school down for
the first two days of the next week.
Students were to be allowed back in
school only after they had signed an
agreement to abide by the school's
code of discipline, which calls for ex-
pulsion of any student causing dis-
ruption.

The School Committee breathed
more easily on Jan. 28 when English
reopened quietly with the return of
the junior class. But on Jan. 29, the
fragile peace was broken. This time
it was Dorchester High School. This
school, like English, is rapidly be-
coming nearly all-Black.

Some 200 Black students staged a
sit-in at the administration offices to
protest racist remarks made by one
of the teachers in the school, and the
school was promptly shut down.

Five days later, on Feb. 3, over
250 Black students at Brighton High
School, another major school, held
a meeting to discuss their grievances.
They demanded more Black teachers

roi Jones). The spokesman for the
CUN said the Board of Education
was much closer to the community
than the teachers union.

The same sentiment was expressed
by Rev. Henry Cade, chairman of
the Newark Community Coalition,
and Elayne Brodie, educational direc-
tor of the Newark NAACP.

Both of these community leaders,
even though they expressed differences
with the board, are backing the board
in its confrontation with the union.
In fact, they even have a community
representative on the board's negotiat-
ing team. He is Eugene Campbell, an
African-American principal at the
Robert Treat Elementary School. The
irony is that Campbell was appointed
principal after the Black community
conducted a struggle against the
board. This occurred in late 1969.

Over the past two years, the Black
community has forced the board into
bypassing accepted procedures and
appointing 10 new Black principals.
This is an example of preferential hir-
ing, one of the demands which must
be won in the struggle for Black com-
munity control. According to Camp-
bell and Brodie, further struggles will
be launched to achieve more Black
administrators. There are only 11
Black principals out of 89.

However, the struggle for Black ad-
ministrators and community control
is retarded by the collaboration of
Black community leaders with the
very enemy they will have to fight
— the school board. To fight effective-
ly, the Black community will have to
organize its struggle independently of
the school board because the board
will not grant Black and Puerto Rican
control of the school system. It may
grant the trappings of power but not
the substance of power. In addition,
the teachers union will have to be

won as an ally in the struggle for

control.
The only Black and Puerto Rican
body pursuing an independent policy

:is the Newark Student Federation, a
traditional city-wide high " school stu-"
dent organization.
some of its members, I found that”

they neither supported the NTU nor
the board. They are promoting their
own demands . revolving prhnarily

;around Black studies.

By supporting and helping fight for
community control of Black and Puer-
to Rican education, the NTU would
win these students and the best of
the community leaders to a common
struggle against the school board and
the Gibson administration and would
insure the success of the strike—as
well as a qualitative advance in the
Newark educational system.

schools

immediately. Brighton High's student
body is about one-third Black, but
the faculty is all white.

At the same time the Black students
were meeting, another demonstration
was taking place by some 250 sym-
pathetic white students at Brighton.
Calling themselves the Student Mobili-
zation Committee (SMC), they walked
through the school halls handing out
leaflets with 16 demands for improved
school conditions and student rights.

That afternoon, a meeting was held
by the Black Student Federation, at
which all of the schools involved in
protest activities were represented, as
well as a number of other major high
schools. The call went out from this
meeting for a noon walkout the next
day, Feb. 4, and for a mass meeting
to be held at the Roxbury YMCA.

At noon, over 600 Black high
school students walked out of their
schools across the city and some 300-
400 went to the mass meeting which

Continved on page 22
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1500 by March 15!

Big push
needed in
sub drive

By CAROLINE LUND

At the halfway point of the six-week
campaign to obtain 7,500 new sub-
scribers to The Militant, the drive is
seriously behind schedule. A total of
2,387 new subscriptions has come in,
but this is only 32 percent of the goal
of 7,5600. We should now have 50
percent of the total.

Only 10 areas are on time in the
drive, which shows no improvement
over last week. The most serious prob-
lem in the subscription campaign is
that several areas with very large quo-
tas —such as Los Angeles, Cleveland,
Boston, and Austin— are particularly
far behind schedule. The success or
failure of these areas to mobilize and
bring in their large quotas of new
subscriptions will be a determining

Subscription
scoreboard

Area Quota New Subs
Long Island, N.Y. 40 57
Santa Cruz, Calif. 40 33
San Jose, Cadlif. .5 4
Oxford, Ohio 25 18
Pensacola, Fla. 10 7
Ambherst, Mass. 50 30
Cincinnati, Ohio 40 23
Phoenix, Ariz. 35 19
La Crosse, Wis. 30 16
Bovulder-Denver, Colo. 110 58
Logan, Utah 25 12
Atlanta, Ga. 250 119
Ann Arbor, Mich. 40 19
Portsmouth, N.H. - 20 9
Twin Cities, Minn. 320 136
Highland Park, Il 12 5
Baltimore, Md. 10 - 4
Hartford, Conn. . 5 2

factor for the success of the drive as
a whole.

Some areas with large quotas have
already mapped out plans for catch-
ing up. In New York City, sub drive
director Sara Johnston reports that
one problem has been that the dorm-
itories of the major campuses have
been pretty well saturated with Mili-
tant sellers. Many people already have
subscriptions, or their roommate has
one, or someone on the floor has a
subscription and The Militant gets
passed around.

So New York Militant supporters
are planning to concentrate greater
attention to selling at commuter
schools and to go out in weekend
teams to schools in Upstate New York
and in New Jersey, where fewer stu-
dents have had the opportunity to
see The Militant.

Chicago has similar plans. A Chi-
cago newsletter on the sub drive re-
ports that on the three weekends left
in the drive, "we will want to send a
total of seven teams to spend week-
ends selling subscriptions at Purdue,
Valparaiso U, U of Illinois at Urbana
and other idyllic spots.”

New London, Conn. 10 4
Paterson, N.J. 20 8
Seattle, Wash. 200 80
Bloomington, Ind. 50 19
Detroit, Mich. 350 133
Tampa, Fla. 50 19
Oshkosh, Wis. 25 9
Riverside, Calif. 50 =« 18
Worcester, Mass. 65 . 22
Newport, R.1. 15 S
Portland, Ore. 75 25
Providence, R.1. 75 25
New York, N.Y. 1,000 330
Chicago, Ill. 700 224
Milwaukee, Wis. 50 16
Mt. Pleasant, Mich. 50 16
Washington, D.C. 150 32
Houston, Texas . 125 38
Pittsfield, Kan. 10 3
Philadelphia, Pa. 325 9
DeKalb, Iil. 65 18
San Francisco, Calif. 400 110
Newark, N.J. 30 8
East Lansing, Mich. 20 5
Oakland-Berkeley, Calif. 325 80

Students attending the Feb. 19-21
antiwar conference of the Student Mo-
bilization Committee in Washington,
D.C., were very receptive to The Mili-
tant. Many already had subs, but 500
single copies and more than 90 new
subscriptions were sold there. In ad-
dition, 30 people bought subscriptions
to the International Socialist Review.

The total number of new subscrip-
tions which came into the Militant
business office last week was 884 — as
compared to only 592 the week be-
fore. This would seem to indicate that
areas are beginning to take steps to
close the gap between where we are
and where we should be.

But to continue on schedule, we
must bring in a total of 1,700 each
week for the next three weeks — which
means we have a big job ahead of
us in reaching out to those thousands
of people who are waiting to be in-
troduced to The Militant.

The simultaneous drive for 1,250
new subscribers to the International
Socialist Review is not quite so far
behind schedule. We now have 483
new subs, 38 percent of the projected
goal.

San Diego, Calif. 100 24
Albany, N.Y. 40 8
Champaign, Il 25 5
Dallas-Ft. Worth, Texas 35 7
Edinboro, Pa. 10 2
El Paso, Texas 25 5
New Haven, Conn. 25 5
San Bernardino, Calif. 5 1
Schenectady, N.Y. 5 1
Los Angeles, Calif. 500 97
Kansas City, Mo. 50 9
Binghamton, N.Y. 60 9
Burlington, Vi. 15 2
Cleveland, Ohio 300 38
Madison, Wis. 120 15
Murfreesboro, Tenn. 25 3
Ypsilanti, Mich. 25 3
Gainesville, Fla. 50 5
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 50 5
Wayne, N.J. 10 1
Boston, Mass. 600 52

N. Boston (150) (17)

S. Boston (150) (5)

Cambridge (150) {5)
Austin, Texas 175 14

The Militant.
Subscribe.
10 issues $1

[0 ENQLOSED IS $1 FOR SPECIAL 10-ISSUE
INTRODUCTORY OFFER
O ENCLOSED IS $6 FOR ONE YEAR

Name (please print)

Address

City State Zip
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14 CHARLES LANE
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]
Colorado Springs, Colo. 25 2
Columbus, Ohio 25 2
Modesto, Calif. 25 2
Yellow Springs, Ohio 65 5
New Britain, Conn. 20 1
Norman, Okla. 25 1
Sacramento, Calif. 25 1
Red Hook, N.Y. 30 0
Pittsfield, Mass. 25 0
Waverly, lowa 25 0
Pullman, Wash. 20 0
Farmington, Maine 10 0
Indianag, Pa. 10 0
New Orleans, La. 10 0
State College, Pa. 10 0
Wakefield, R.I. 10 0
Jacksonville, Fla. ) 0
Carlinville, lll. 5 0
Geneseo, N.Y. 5 0
Kalamazoo, Mich. 5 0
Mission Viejo, Calif. 5 0
General 175 153
TOTAL TO DATE 2,387
SHOULD BE 3,750
GOAL 7,500

Canadian Blacks form new organization

By TONY THOMAS

TORONTO, FEB. 22 — QOver five hun-
dred Blacks from across Canada met
in Toronto Feb. 19-21 to form a Na-
tional Black Action Committee
(NBAC).

Opening speeches by Cortney Blair
and' Rocky Jones stressed that the
struggle of Black Canadians was the
same as the struggle for Black liber-
ation in the U.S. and the West Indies.

George Archer, from Montreal's Mc-
Gill University, spoke about Canada's
role in Africa.

Dave Darbreau, a leader of Trini-
dad's National Joint Action Council,
and Tim Hector, a peasant organizer
from Antigua, pointed out that Ca-
nadian, U.S. and British domination
continue in the West Indies, despite
formal ‘"independence." - Darbreau
pointed out that on "Independence
Square” in Port of Spain, the major
U.S., British and Canadian banks

10

have the most prominent positions.

The second day of the conference
focused on education. Canadian ed-
ucation denies Black history and cul-
ture. Blacks are channeled into non-
academic courses without regard to
their aptitude.

Many of the problems are accen-
tuated because many Blacks in Cana-
da are immigrants from the West In-
dies. Most immigrant-education pro-
grams are oriented to Europeans, not
West Indians.

Proposals from workshops focused
on making parents aware of the chan-
neling of students into nonacademic
courses, to win support for special
programs to get Blacks into colleges,
and to support special programs to
tutor Blacks. One such program, the
Toronto Black Education Program,
run by Black teachers for Black chil-
dren, is being financed by several
thousand dollars won in struggle by

the Black Student Union at Toronto
and York universities.

On Feb. 19, the conference was ad-
dressed by Imamu Amiri Baraka (Le-
Roi Jones). Baraka stressed the need
for Pan-African consciousness and for
a fight by any means necessary for
self-determination, self-defense, and
self-respect.. He said only the mobiliza-
tion of the masses of Black people,
not philosophy, anger, or "super-rev-
olutionarism,” could gain liberation.

The final day of the conference was
marked by a workshop on women
and the organization of the NBAC.

The leaders of the women's work-
shop, including Sally Coots, president
of the Black Students Association at
McGill, stressed that Black women
could no longer play a secondary
role in the struggle. Despite opposi-
tion, she stressed the right of Black
women to abortions and child care.
Others stressed that these demands

must be coupled with Black power
over medical and child-care facilities.

At the closing session of the confer-
ence a provisional steering commit-
tee of over 30 was elected for
NBAC, representing Ontario, Nova
Scotia and Quebec. Representatives
from other areas were to be elected
in these areas later.

The conference closed with address-
es by Brenda Dash and Rosie Douglas
from Montreal. Dash, who had been
arrested under the War Measures Act,
stated that the anti-Quebec repression
showed what the Canadian govern-
ment would do against Blacks if al-
lowed. Douglas, one of the leaders
of the 1968 struggle at Sir George
William University, saw the NBAC
as a potential militant and youthful
alternative to the National Black Co-
alition of Canada, which he felt was
conservative and middle-class oriented.
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Special Feature

Kate Millett's
Sexual Politics:

A Marxist Appreciation

The following two articles, by Kipp Dawson and
Evelyn Reed, are the first two in a series of four
articles which will be run in The Militant, giving
an appreciation of Kate Millett’s book “Sexual
Politics.”” The two articles which will appear in
future issues deal with Millett’s treatment of women
in the Soviet Union and with the literary aspects
of her book.

The four articles are based on talks given by
Dawson, Reed, Dianne Feeley, and Eva Chertov
at the Militant Labor Forum in New York City
on Jan. 29.
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A revolutionary
perspective
onthe
oppression

of women

By KIPP DAWSON
Kate Millett's Sexual Politics is one of the most
controversial books to come out in recent years.
I'm sure many of you, and thousands of other
women, responded to it as I did— thinking "right
on" again and again as I read it.

But defenders of the status quo responded quite
differently. Those who are out to keep women
in "their place" have heaped highly vituperative,

emotion-charged attacks on Millett and her book.

Time magazine, for instance, in its Dec. 14, 1970,
issue, attacks Kate Millett's ideas as a reflection
of her "personal problems"— the fact that she is
bisexual.

Some who call themselves socialists or commu-
nists have been among the most hostile critics.
Midge Decter, a spokeswoman for the Socialist
Party, attacks Millett in Commentary magazine
for "finding only others at fault for her predica-
ments," and for seeking "a freedom demanded by
children and enjoyed by no one: the freedom from
all difficulty."

Carmen Ristorucci, a member of the Communist
Party, reviewed the book in the January 1971
issue of Political Affairs. One of Ristorucci's main
objections to Sexual Politics is that Kate Millett
says the family is a key institution in the oppres-
sion of women and must be replaced.

In their reactions to Sexual Politics, the Com-
munist Party and the Socialist Party only demon-
strate how far they have departed from a revolu-
tionary outlook and from Marxism.
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One thing all these critics have in common is a
hostility to and a fear of the ideas of the women's
liberation movement. Many of them try to write
off Millett's book, as well as the whole women's
liberation movement, as the product of some kind
of personal problem. This is probably the main
reason they all react so strongly against Sexual
Polities. Because it is precisely an answer to all
those who attack the feminist movement as simply
women with personal problems. ‘

Sexual Politics examines social phenomena which
have gone virtually unchallenged, if not unnoticed,
until the development of the women's liberation
movement and examines them from the viewpoint
of women. Millett looks at mythology, religion,
the history of the family, the treatment of women
in legal systems, in psychology, in the social
sciences, and in literature. Everywhere, she finds
what she calls "sexual politics," which is basically
the oppression of women. She documents the variety
of methods and institutions society uses to press
half of the human race into submission by forcing
upon us a sense of self-hatred, guilt, worthlessness
and despair; which makes it difficult to even feel
enough human dignity to want to fight back.

Millett's book is a powerful documentation of the
fact that it is not personal problems of women
which are responsible for our dissatisfaction;
rather, we are justifiably revolting against a delib-
erate social policy of oppression.

Sexual Politics is a powerful consciousness-raiser.
It leaves the female reader with a feeling of rage
and an understanding that her problems are not
hers alone but are shared to some extent by mil-
lions of women, all women around the world, and
that it is society, not she, which is responsible.
For instance, in one passage she compares the
oppression of women to the racist oppression of
national minorities:

"What little literature the social sciences afford
us in this context confirms the presence in women

of the expected traits of minority status: group -

self-hatred and self-rejection, a contempt both for
herself and for her fellows— the result of that con-
tinual, however subtle, reiteration of her inferiority
which she eventually accepts as a fact. . . . The
gnawing suspicion which plagues any minority
member, that the myths propagated about his
inferiority might after all be true, often reaches re-
markable proportions -in the personal insecurities
of women. Some find their subordinate position
so hard to bear that they repress and deny its
existence." (p. 56) :

Where does it come from, this humiliation and
degradation of our mothers and great-great-grand-
mothers, of us and our sisters and daughters, of
half the human race throughout recorded history?

The patriarchy

Millett rejects theories which pin the blame on
biological weaknesses or special physical charac-
teristics of women. She does not embrace the theory
that the individual man is the ultimate source,
though he is obviously an immediate bearer of
this dehumanization. She sees that the oppression
of women is enforced through the organization of
society on the basis of the patriarchal family.

"Patriarchy's chief instrument is the family," she
says. "It is both a mirror of and a connection
with the larger society; a patriarchal unit within
a patriarchal whole. Mediating between the indi-
vidual and the social structure, the family effects
control and conformity where political and other
authorities are insufficient." (p. 33)

The solution Millett presents is a "sexual revolu-
tion" to eliminate sexual politics. She says: "A sex-
ual revolution would require, perhaps first of all,
an end of traditional sexual inhibitions and taboos,
particularly those that most threaten patriarchal
monogamous marriage: homosexuality, 'illegiti-
macy,' adolescent, pre- and extra-marital sexual-
ity. . . . Primarily, however, a sexual revolution
would bring the institution of patriarchy to an
end, abolishing both the ideology of male suprem-
acy and the traditional socialization by which it
is upheld in matters of status, role, and tempera-
ment. . . . It seems unlikely all this could take
place without drastic effect upon the patriarchal
proprietary family. The abolition of sex role and
the complete economic independence of women
would undermine both its authority and its finan-
cial structure. An important corollary would be
the end of the present chattel status and denial of
right to minors. The collective professionalization
(and consequent improvement) of the care of the
young, also involved, would further undermine
family structure while contributing to the freedom
of women. Marriage might generally be replaced
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by voluntary association, if such is desired." (p.62)

The road to revolution

Millett describes what a sexual revolution would
accomplish, but ‘neglects the question of how that
revolution could come about, and the vast im-
plications that such a revolution would have for
all other institutions of this society.

This was a disappointment, because she had
taken her readers just about to the top of the
mountain from which the whole terrain could be
viewed but then hesitated in an overgrown blind
spot a few steps from the top.

For instance, her explanation of a sexual revo-
lution does not explain how or if we could get
the enormous sums of money needed for communal
child care from the government or from the present
owners of the wealth of this country; how or if
this capitalist system could provide full employment
at equal wages for all women, when now it can't
even provide full employment for men. How would
a sexual revolution relate to such phenomena as
the present war in Southeast Asia and racial op-
pression in this county?

Millett's blind spot—her inability to see clearly
how a sexual revolution could come about and
its implications regarding the total organization
of society —is itself a product of that same class
society which created, molded and depends on
the family system and its product, sexual politics.
She challenges a great deal. But she leaves un-
challenged some of the basic points which this
society is organized to keep us unaware of.

One central point is that the family is not an
aberration; nor is it a form of organization of
human life which flows from biological or natural
sexual factors. Rather, it flows from the organiza-
ion of society in such a way as to ensure the dom-
inance of a small handful of people over the lives
of the vast majority. This is what Marxists call
class society. At its root is private property and
the division of people into classes of those who
have the property and those who don't.

The family under class society is an economic
unit based on the existence of private property and
designed to perpetuate the existence of class divi-
sions. The family makes the responsibility for
providing for human beings a private matter rath-
er than a social concern. Thus, if a child's parents
are very poor, she is.raised in conditions
of poverty.

The economic dependence of the woman and the
children upon the man makes them more or less
his possessions. The family is an authoritarian
model from which children learn how to submit
to an authoritarian class society.

If the family and patriarchal aspects of society
are to be done away with in order to end "sexual
politics,” then so must be the form of society which
spawned them and needs them in order to exist.

. In other words, a total sexual revolution can only

take place as part of a broader socialist revolu-

tion, which will eliminate private property and’

classes, the basis for the patriarchal family.

Sexual Politics is incomplete from a Marxist
standpoint because it does not show the origins
of female oppression or how to eliminate it. Al-
though its view is incomplete, Sexual Politics rep-
resents implicitly a revolutionary challenge to the
whole organization of this society, which is based
upon the oppression of women. It is a challenge
to the inhuman nature of the patriarchal family,
which is the basic unit of this repressive society.
And it is a feminist answer to male chauvinist
theories and traditions which pervade and uphold
class society.

These characteristics make Sexual Politics an
historic document which will be invaluable for
the women's liberation movement and the revolu-
tionary-socialist movement in this country as well
as around the world. Millett codifies many of the

‘basic ideas of the women's liberation movement;

she describes the situation of women in such a way
that the basic horror of it can be felt and under-
stood more fully by nearly every woman, and
many men, who read her book.

To end, let me share with you my favorite pas-
sage in the book, which is from one of the literary
criticism sections. Describing a character in Char-
lotte Bronte's novel Villette, Millett says, "Lucy is
free. Free is alone; given a choice between 'love’
in its most agreeable contemporary manifestation,
and freedom, Lucy chose to retain the individual-
ist humanity she had shored up, even at the ex-
pense of sexuality. The sentimental reader is also
free to call Lucy 'warped,’ but Charlotte Bronte
is hard-minded enough to know that there was no

man in Lucy's society with whom she could have
lived and still been free."

Here Millett is talking about something which
is part of the power of the present women's libera-
tion movement. Women are learning to respect
themselves, as Lucy did, and claiming their "indi-
vidualist humanity." The women's liberation move-
ment is turning that "aloneness," that independence
and confidence as individual human beings, into
the power of united self-confidence and organized
rage of women fighting for liberation. In reacting
to and fighting our oppression, women are devel-
oping a unity and strength in direct proportion
to the self-hatred of our sex which has divided
women for se long. That much. Millett understands
and gets across with unique power. Thanks to
Millett's book, all of us who are struggling for
revolutionary change have a richer understanding
of a big part of what that revolution is all about.

In defense
of Engels

on the
matriarchy

- By EVELYN REED .

Kate Millett's book is an important production
for the women's liberation movement as a land-
mark in independent expression of the woman's
point of view. Few women have made so pene-
trating an analysis of the abominable degradation
of our sex.

Millett's disclosures are all the more forceful
because she wields her scalpel upon such literary
luminaries as D. H. Lawrence, Henry Miller, and
Norman Mailer, who have applied their consid-
erable talents as writers to glorify this sexual bru-
tality. By the time she is finished with them, they
no longer look very lofty as men or as human
beings.

Despite the great merits of Millétt's book, which
are recognized by women all over the country,
there are certain shortcomings which mar her anal-
yses. She considers her treatment of the patriarchy
as a political institution the most important part
of her book. But it is rendered weak and even
misleading by her ambiguous attitude toward pre-
patriarchal — or matriarchal society.

The "matriarchy" has become a popular term
for the "maternal gens" or clan system of social
organization, which preceded patriarchal class so-
ciety in history. Contrary to the assumption some-
times made, the matriarchy was not the opposite
of the patriarchy in that women dominated men
as men dominate and oppress women in patri-
archal society.

But the matriarchy was the opposite of patri-
archal society in that it was founded upon col-
lectivism and full social equality including sexual
equality. It was a system called "primitive com-
munism" in sharp contrast to our own exploita-
tive, oppressive society, which also oppresses wom-
en.




The question of the prior existence of "matriar-
chal communism" has long divided the anthro-
pological world. The discovery was made by
Bachofen, Morgan, and other pioneers who found-
ed the science of anthropology in the nineteenth
century. But the academic anthropologists who
came after them in the twentieth century repudiated
their discovery.

Kate Millett is aware of this controversy and
tries not to take sides, but without success. She
inclines toward the academics of today over the
early scholars. In any case, she does not regard
the issue as vital; she belittles and downgrades it
by referring to the "curious quarrel" which "has
absorbed anthropology for some hundred years."
(p. 108)

However, this is not a squabble of minor impor-
tance, of interest only to a few nit-picking scho-
lastics. The issue at stake actually involves a the-
oretical, social and political battle of great magni-
tude which has profound implications both for
the women's liberation movement and for the ad-
vancing social revolution to free all humanity.

That is the way Marx and Engels, the founders
of scientific socialism, viewed the discovery of the
matriarchy. Marx was busy on his own lifetime
work Capital when Morgan's book Ancient Society
was brought to him from the U.S. Both Marx
and Engels hailed this breakthrough into the an-
cient past and together made notes for a joint
book on these findings. After the death of Marx,
Engels summed up their conclusions in his famous
Origin of the Family, Private Property and the
State. Engels was unambiguous about the impor-
tance of the matriarchy. He equated its discovery
to two other world-shaking discoveries of the nine-
teenth century: Darwin's theory of evolution in
biology and Marx's theory of surplus value in
political economy.

Why did he make this judgment? For two rea-
sons. First, it proved the communistic or classless
character of precivilized society; and second, it
pinpointed the source of woman's downfall as
class society based upon private property.

The matriarchal commune

The exploitation, sexism, racism, and otherforms
of oppression and inequality which exist in our
society stem from the fact that it is founded upon
the private ownership of property, class divisions,
and the rule of the wealthy over those who must
work to survive. But primitive society, founded
upon collective production and property, was class-
less and therefore equalitarian.

The very high position of women was one of
the most graphic expressions of that communistic
community. Thanks to the important socioeconom-
ic role of women, they enjoyed an unsurpassed
prestige, authority and dignity, which stood out
in sharp contrast to the inferior, second-sex status
women occupy in our society.

More than this, in the period of the matriarchal
commune there was no legal, monogamous mar-
riage and no patriarchal family, the economic unit
of our society. In our family set-up, the woman is
dependent upon a husband for her means of sup-
port; this makes her both the sex object and house-
hold chattel of the man. But the "pairing family”
of the primitive commune was exactly the opposite.
It was no more than the simple, free cohabitation
of a pair for as long as they wished to remain
together. No woman was dependent upon a hus-
band, no children were dependent upon individual
parents for their livelihood. All were equally pro-
vided for by the whole community. In other words,
in sharp contrast to our system of family eco-
nomics, theirs was a system of communal eco-
nomics.

These are the points that Millett misses, although
they are clearly spelled out by Engels. He wrote,
"Unless new social forces became active, there was
no reason why a new form of the family should
develop out of the pairing family." (Kerr ed., p.
65, 66)

But these new social forces, stemming from pri-
vate property, class divisions, and all the rest,
did become active. In short, the drastic social
change that occurred with the downfall of matri-
archal communism and the rise of the patriarchal
private property system also brought about a
drastic change from the pairing family to the mo-
nogamous patriarchal family.

The simple cohabitation of a pair and their
offspring for as long as any of them wished to
remain together gave way and was supplanted by
the economic prison house of the patriarchal fam-
ily, where men ruled over women and children.

As the facts about the past came to light, they
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reinforced the following conclusions: 1) the source
of women's oppression is lodged in the system of
private property, culminating in capitalism, which
has denied women their equal rights in education
and employment and relegated them in their pri-
mary functions to home and family servitude; 2)
the road to women's liberation is through a revolu-
tion that abolishes capitalism and replaces it with
socialism. :

Kate Millett embraces that part of the Marxist
position which despises patriarchalism (or male
supremacy, which is the same thing), and exposes
the patriarchal family system. But since she is un-
acquainted with the method of the historical ma-
terialists, she does not understand how the dis-
covery of the matriarchy was the very means that
enabled Marx and Engels to make their penetrat-
ing analysis of the causes of women's degrada-
tion and point the road to its eradication. This
places her in a contradictory position with regard
to Engels.

Millett and Engels

Millett applauds Engels as the best of all theo-
reticians on the subject of patriarchalism. He gives
"the most comprehensive account of patriarchal
history and economy," she writes, and he "alone
among the theorists attacked the problem of the
patriarchal family organization" (p. 108) so sci-
entifically and clearly precisely because he saw
its roots in the class system founded upon private
property.

Thus, although somewhat hesitantly, she aligns
herself with the academic anthropologists who dis-
avow the matriarchy and are bitter opponents of
the revolutionary conclusions of Marx and Engels,
including their views on the liberation of women.
She fails to see that these conservatives bar the
way to a restoration of the study of the matriarchy
through which women could learn how and why
they became subjected to their male masters.

Uncertain in the field of anthropology, Millett
feels that something probably preceded the patri-
archy in history although she doesn't know what.

But apart from this, she apparently feels safer
merely repeating the academics' objections on the
question of the matriarchy. She, too, says the
evidence is insufficient or "unsatisfactory." (p. 111)
Like them, she ignores or depreciates the mass of
evidence assembled by such scholars as E. Sidney
Hartland, W.H. R. Rivers, and others, including
Robert Briffault, who made the greatest contribu-
tion to anthropology in the twentieth century pre-
cisely on the basis of expanding our knowledge
about the matriarchy. None of their works appear
in Millett's index. '
Again, echoing the academics, Millett questions
"the value" of Engels' insistence on the priority of
primitive collectivism (p. 124) not realizing that
collectivism was the very foundation for the high
social position of ancient women. And she even
imitates their scorn of the effort to reconstruct so-
cial origins and prehistory, which was of the most
profound concern to the pioneer scholars as it
was to the Marxists, by asserting that the study

of origins is at best only a "game" embarked upon
merely for some "evanescent delights." (p. 28) But
it is precisely through the study of origins and
early human evolution that we can uncover the
true hidden history of women. This is hardly a
"game" for women engaged in the struggle for
their liberation.

Finally, Millett finds fault with Engels for sup-
porting the matriarchy, by saying that his sources
failed adequately to account for the patriarchal
takeover. (p. 111) Indeed, Morgan, Engels, and
their cothinkers raised as many questions as they
answered in a new science that still had a long
way to go. Such a criticism is like saying that the
whole theory of evolution should be abandoned
simply because Darwin did not solve all the prob-
lems provoked by his discovery.

In the main portion of her work, Millett stands
right up front and delivers slashing blows against
male supremacy and the patriarchal family. But
in the crucial area of the matriarchy, she walks
meekly 10 paces behind the reactionary academics.
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This puts her in a highly ambivalent position with
regard to Engels, whom she admires — except for
his consistently Marxist positions.

This ambivalent attitude toward Engels is un-
fortunately shared by other women in the liberation
movement who do not as yet understand the es-
sentials of Marxism. On the one hand, they too
warmly appreciate Engels the individual for his
exceptional sensitivity to the oppression of women
and his merciless attack upon male supremacy and
the patriarchal family. On. the other hand, they
draw back from his materialist analysis of the
class roots of these evils and hesitate to accept
the full sweep of his revolutionary conclusions
about capitalism.

Thus they try to separate the man from the
method. But this won't work. For it was precisely

i S H
s A . -

i Vi ;

through his Marxist method that Engels became
the kind of person he was—a great and lovable
human being, not only keenly aware of the plight
of women and a battler on our side, but also, as
Millett says, the finest theoretician yet. He was
that because he could clearly see both the source
of the evil and the means for its eradication. .

In the women's liberation movement today we
need to study, assimilate and apply the method
used by Engels. This is especially important for
women writers of influencee Women have long
been subdued by the ideology and mythology of
writers, most of them male, who support the status
quo. When they come to learn about the equali-
tarian sisterhood and brotherhood that prevailed
in the period of the matriarchal commune and
can see that women have not always been the

second séx, these truths can help to set them free
from the pernicious beliefs in the eternity of capi-
talism and male supremacy.

Women have been enslaved for a few thousand
years, as Millett sees. But what she doesn't see
is that they were not enslaved for tens of thou-
sands of years before that. This is the part of
our histéory that the opponents of the matriarchy
want to suppress and keep hidden. That is why it
is up to us women to keep alive the knowledge of
the matriarchy that the ruling powers and their
spokesmen tried to kill at birth and have been
trying to bury ever since.

Knowledge is power! And correct knowledge
about our own past is an indispensable weapon
in our struggle for liberation.

Cincinnati women fight for child care

By ELLEN FAULKNER

Since last October, a group of women from Cin-
cinnati Women's Liberation (CWL) has been meet-
ing on a regular basis to study the issue of child-
care centers and how to get them.

Impetus to form the group came out of a study
by CWL on the nuclear family and present dif-
ficulties involved with raising children within that
structure.

Initial discussion centered around cooperative
centers, funded by the families who use them and
run by volunteers. The group discovered a high
rate of failure for these co-ops and attributed it to
the limited time and money of the families who
have gotten together for this purpose.

Co-op child care was found to be beyond the
means of the majority of American families, who
live on incomes under $9,000 a year. One young
mother who was involved in such a short-lived
co-op venture remarked, "We had no money to hire
staff so we spent all our time babysitting at the
center, the same thing we used to do at home.
In the end, it turned out to be a lot of bother
for nothing."

The next step the group took was to discuss
what kind of child-care centers would really fill
the needs of women and children. We decided that
child-care facilities must be free to parents. The
costs of child care must become the responsibility
of the whole of society and no longer the burden

of the individual family, which is too often unable

to provide children with adequate care.

Further research by the group confirms that
control by the people who actually use the centers
is necessary to insure the quality of child care.
The group discussed the matter with a woman
who had investigated the city-controlled child-care
centers in New York. Her comment: "Some of these
~ centers are so devoid of opportunities for growth
that you might as well freeze the children for the
day and thaw them out when they get home at
night. Every day spent in such centers is another
day's lost growth for children.”

Cincinnati's child-care group has a much better
kind of center in mind. Its success depends entirely
on who controls it. The centers should be open
to children of all ages, at all hours, for the pur-
poses, hopes, works, and designs of the children
themselves. It is important that the centers be con-
trolled by the parents and children who use them,
not by government "experts,” industrial patriarchs,
or conformity-loving bureaucrats.

After the group had decided what kind of child-
care centers were necessary, Julie Haley, a group
member and member of the Young Socialist Al-
liance, did research on the existing facilities in
Cincinnati and on available funds for child care
in the local area. In her efforts to complete the
study and to inquire about funds, she was put
off with information later found to have no basis
in fact or with official denial of any real need
for child-care centers in Cincinnati.

But she reported back with the facts. There is
not one free child-care center in Cincinnati. The
city of Cincinnati provides no money for the pur-
pose and has no plans to allocate funds for it.

Her report on federal and state programs was a

study in chaos, misplaced priorities, and bureau- -

cratic tie-ups. The state: of Ohio was allocated
$6-million last July from the federal government
for use in providing child-care facilities. None of
the money has been used. It can only be used to
provide care to children whose mothers get off
welfare to get a job; the income for a family with
2 children must be under $90 a week for the chil-

“dren to be eligible. The State of Ohio shrugs its

shoulders, "no such people can be found.”

Federal agencies also offer the matching-funds
deal. In practice, this means that parents must
raise thousands of dollars, buy a federally ap-
proved building, and actually start operating with
federally approved staff and equipment. Only then
can they apply for the matching funds. Very few
families have been able to do this: only four such
matching-funds centers exist in Cincinnati. They

are not free. They are not controlled by the peo-
ple who use them.

Similar situations were discovered in the Model
Cities program and it was learned that there is
a general drying up of funds in agencies under
the nearly defunct poverty program. It would take
an army of women working full time to get that
money supposedly allocated to child-care facilities.

The group affirms that this is exactly what is
needed — an army of women, not, however, to has-
sle futilely through red tape, but to move together
in mass protest, to build up enough power so that
the rulers must reorder priorities and answer our
demands.

To that end, the group has been enlarged and
has enlisted the help of the staff, faculty and stu-
dents at the University of Cincinnati. The campus,
with its ready-made army of women students, was
chosen as a likely site for mass action. Support
for our demand for free, 24-hour child care con-
trolled by the people who use it runs high in the
campus community; we feel that we can begin to
organize that already existing support more ef-
fectively than in any other section of the commu-
nity at this time.

Recent meetings of the child-care group, which
now includes 20 active women, have been taken
up with plans for a mass meeting on campus and
for a week-long demonstration, which will include
"play-ins”" on campus, bringing one's children to
classes, etc.

The group has concluded that we've spent too
much time trying to speak reasonably with the
administrators of various public agencies. They
have dismissed us as mad visionaries or with
complete indifference to our demands. There is a
brick wall of bureaucratic ignorance concerning
the real conditions under which we now care for
our children. We see that our real allies in this
fight are millions of other women who now strug-
gle with the same miserable conditions and who
also demand free child care. Together with our
sisters we have the power to win this demand
by mass protest.

Minnesota abortion march April3

By MARY HILLERY

MINNEAPOLIS—A new coalition for abortion
law repeal, the Abortion Action Coalition (AAC),
has been formed in Minnesota. The group has
come together to build a demonstration April 3
demanding total repeal of the abortion laws and
a woman's right to choose whether or not she
wants to bear a child.

Before the actual launching of the coalition, two
meetings were held at which women discussed what
type of an action we as females wanted to see.
We decided to call a big meeting for Feb. 16 to
launch a coalition and to draw in all the groups
and individuals who would be likely to endorse
the action or build it.

A news conference was held prior to the Feb. 16
meeting, which resulted in excellent publicity. At
the meeting itself, a proposal was outlined for
a march on April 3 from the governor's mansion
in St. Paul to the capitol, where there will be a
rally. There were also reports on local and na-
tional abortion repeal activities. The discussion
went into the large-scale publicity plans, free hous-
ing, and child care necessary to make this the
biggest and loudest statement heard yet that the
people of Minnesota want an end to the abor-
tion laws now. .

¢+ aroct deal of support and excitement has been
shown already for the April 3 action. The AAC
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has just been given an office at 529 Cedar Ave.
and will hold weekly meetings until the demon-
stration.

Another news conference is slated for Feb. 22
on the steps of the capitol, at which representa-

tives of the AAC and other groups will protest

the way in which the legislature has excluded all
but medical people from testifying at the hear-
ings for the repeal bill which has been introduced.
Already, over 700 people want to speak on the
bill as proponents, but only one hour is being
allowed for such testimony.

Another abortion repeal group exists, the Minne-
sota Council for the Legal Termination of Preg-
nancy (MCLTP), which is mainly concerned with
lobbying and legislative-oriented activities. The

- Abortion Action Coalition chose its name very

carefully so as not to be confused with the MCLTP.
Members of the AAC may or may not support
all that the MCLTP is doing, but we are united
in building the April 3 action.

There is a strong group opposed to abortion
repeal in Minnesota: the Minnesota Citizens Con-
cerned for Life (MCCL), or as some refer to them,
"The Friends of the Fetus." This is a very well-
organized and well-financed group, fronting for
the Catholic Church. They have already purchased
several hours of TV time; they travel all over the
state calling public meetings and coffee hours;

they have a huge billboard opposite the state cap-
itol for all the legislators to see; and two weeks
ago they started a huge campaign from the pul-
pit on "the right to life."

The April 3 action will be the first big public
demonstration at which the people of Minnesota
can express our demand for total repeal of the
abortion laws, which even include a penalty for
the pregnant woman who attempts abortion. We
will let the legislature know that this will be only
the first, not the last, demonstration until all wom-
en are free to choose whether or not to bear
children.

MINNEAPOLIS — On Feb. 17, 100 women
marched through downtown Minneapolis protest-
ing the recent escalation of the Southeast Asian
war into Laos. Pots and pans served as instru-
ments for a marching band, and picket signs de-
manded, "Stop the Rape of Indochina!™ It was
called by members of several different women's
groups who felt that we must speak out against
the war as women.

The demonstration included mostly young wom-
en, but many came from offices on lunch hours.
No passerby was able to ignore the march of
100 women at high noon chanting, "We want jobs,
we want bread; No more war, no more dead."



Socialist Campaign ‘71

Fight
ballot bill
in Wash.

SEATTLE— The Fair Ballot Coali-
tion has been formed to oppose the
attempt by the Secretary of State, A.
Ludlow Kreamer, to keep minor par-
ties off the ballot in Washington state.
A "minor” party according to the sec-
retary of state's definition refers to all
parties except the Democratic or Re-
publican parties.

The current requirement for achiev-
ing ballot status for parties not auto-
matically guaranteed a place is the
holding of a nominating convention
with not less than 100 registered vot-
ers in attendance who have not voted
in the primaries (the conventions for
minor parties are held on primary
day).

The secretary of state's office is
sponsoring a bill in the current ses-
sion of the state legislature which
would base the attendance required for
a nominating convention at .04 per-
cent of all the votes cast for the office
of governor in the preceding general
election.

This would mean that at least 507
registered voters would have to come
to a nominating convention in order
to run a statewide slate in 1972. In
addition, the bill would require that
at least 25 and possibly as many as
150 registered voters would be re-
quired from each state legislative dis-
trict to nominate candidates in that
district.

The reason given by Kreamer for
the bill is that there were "too many"
parties in the 1968 election and this
"confuses” the voters.

The legislation is aimed at parties
like the Socialist Workers Party and
at the possible development of inde-
pendent Black and Chicano political
action. Among the substantial Chi-
cano minority in Washington, there
is growing support for independent po-
litical action as the examples of La
Raza Unida parties in Texas, Colo-
rado and California become known

to them.

Kreamer claims that a "blue ribbon"
panel of citizens served as an advisory
board in drawing up the proposed
legislation. When the Fair Ballot Co-
alition contacted a Black member of
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Stephanie Coontz,
SWP congressional candi-
date in Washington.

the panel, he said that he was not in-
formed about the discriminatory
clauses in the bill and was opposed
to the bill.

The Fair Ballot Coalition is com-
posed of several political groups and
individuals who have joined together
to fight this restrictive legislation. It
has circulated a petition, made exten-
sive mailings, and is planning a news
conference. It also intends to partici-
pate in the hearings on the bill at
the state capitol in Olympia.

For more information, contact: Fair
Ballot Coalition, ¢/o I. King, 1942
Boyleston Ave. E., Seattle, Wash.
98102. To protest the proposed law,
write or wire: A. Ludlow Kreamer,
Sec. of State, Olympia, Wash. 98501.

Seattle
may vote
on war

SEATTLE — The Seattle Peace Action
Coalition has announced plans to try
to put a referendum for the immediate
withdrawal of all U.S. forces from
Southeast Asia on the ballot in the
November city elections.

A brochure about spring antiwar
activities planned by SEAPAC refers
to the petition campaign to place this
proposal on the ballot as the "Seattle
Peace Initiative '71."

"It is a campaign,” the brochure
states, "that promises to reach almost
every resident of the city and spark
off a tremendous educational cam-
paign around the war. ... Similar
campaigns in Massachusetts, Detroit,
[and] San Francisco and Marin coun-
ties in California this past fall were
exciting and quite successful.”

The referendum if adopted would
officially establish immediate with-
drawal of U.S. forces from Southeast
Asia as the policy of the city of Seattle
and would require the mayor to post
this statement of policy in all pub-
lic buildings within 48 hours after
it becomes effective.

Those interested in helping on the
referendum campaign should contact:
SEAPAC, 1406 N.E. 50th St., Seattle,
Wash. 98105, or call (206) 522-2222.

Support
to Black
students

CAMBRIDGE — Lisa Potash, 18-year-
old Socialist Workers Party candidate
for Cambridge School Committee,
held a successful news conference on
Feb. 18 in support of the demands
of Black students in Cambridge's high
schools.

The Cambridge schools were occu-
pied by police the second week of Feb-
ruary after negotiations that had been
going on for a long time over Black
student representation broke down.

Potash, a freshman at Boston Uni-
versity who is emphasizing the need
for high school views to be expressed
on the school committee, told report-
ers that she supports the following
demands of the Black high school
students: 1) that no police be allowed
inside the schools; 2) that Frank Fri-
soli, acting superintendent of schools,
resign immediately and under no cir-
cumstances be allowed to become per-
manent superintendent; 3) that all
Black students at Rindge and Latin
high schools have fair representation

as part of the Cambridge School Com-
mittee; and 4) that the administration
stop harassment of Black teachers and
students.

The news conference was picked up
by Boston's two major television sta-
tions.

Lisa Potash

Chicago
candidates
kept busy

By STEVE CLARK

CHICAGO, Feb. 21 — Cynthia Burke,
Socialist Workers Party candidate for
Fifth Ward alderwoman in the Feb.
23 elections, participated in a commu-
nity forum with her two opponents on
Feb. 15 on the topic "Strategies for
Change." The meeting was sponsored
by the Student Government Associa-
tion and chaired by Student Body
President Mike Fowler.

The other two candidates in the race,
Leon Despres and John Q. Washing-
ton, are running as independents, al-
though both are affiliated in one way
or another with the Democratic Party.
Washington has been a minor cog
in the Daley machine, a Democratic
precinct captain. Despres, who is
Black, claims to be part of the "inde-
pendent left wing" of the Democratic
Party.

In her opening remarks, Burke em-
phasized that the office of alderwoman
should not be a forum in which a lone
individual attempts to battle the power
structure in the name of her constit-
uency. Instead, she should use her of-
fice to mobilize the people in the com-
munity against the Vietnam war and
the oppression of women and for
Black control of the Black community.

She urged her two opponents to at-
tend the Feb. 19-21 Student Mobiliza-
tion Committee conference in Washing-
ton, D. C.

During spirited discussion follow-
ing the opening remarks, the can-
didates were asked to endorse the
April 24 antiwar actions planned for
Washington, D. C., and San Francisco.
Burke stated her support, but Despres
and Washington did not endorse the
action although Despres said he was
for immediate withdrawal.

Burke's comments were well received
by the audience and literature and
Militant sales went well. The debate
was given major coverage by the stu-
dent newspaper, the Maroon. Although
the Maroon editorially endorsed Des-
pres, it commented positively on the
SWP campaign.

As the aldermanic race in the 43rd
Ward also draws to a close, SWP
candidate Naomi Allen is maintain-

ing a busy schedule. In the past 10
days, she has participated in seven
community meetings with her five op-
ponents. She has also appeard twice
on the WIND radio program "Con-
tact,” each time before an estimated
audience of 100,000.

At a meeting of the candidates at }
St. Clements church, Gary Chichester
of the Chicago Gay Alliance asked
all the candidates where- they stood
on the rights of homosexuals and
urged them to fill out questionnaires
on homosexual rights. The Chicago
Gay Alliance Newsletter reports that

'when the subject came up there was

some laughter. Naomi Allen, the
Newsletter states, "said that most peo-
ple laughed when the women's move-
ment started but few people laughed
now." Pearson, the Communist Party
candidate in the ward, and Naomi
Allen filled out the questionnaire on
the spot, according to the Newsletter,
giving full support to homosexual
rights.

In another Chicago campaign de-
velopment, Socialist Workers mayoral
candidate Linda Sheppard confronted
her Republican opponent, Richard
Friedman, at a meeting where he was
speaking. He explicitly refused to en-
dorse or build the April 24 demon-
stration in Washington, D. C.

He announced to the audience his
willingness to publicly debate Shep-
pard at any time, but after the meet-
ing he attempted to weasel out of the
engagement by arguing that she was
not a legitimate candidate since dis-
criminatory election laws prevent her
from being officially on the ballot.

Friedman used this excuse in spite
of his stated support for a suit filed
in federal court by SCLC leader Jesse
Jackson against the high number of
signatures required on nominating pe-
titions for independents to appear on
the ballot in Chicago.

Supports
Davis

CHICAGO— Linda Sheppard, Social-
ist Workers Party candidate for mayor
of Chicago, issued a statement Jan. 23
urging broad united support for An-
gela Davis.

"It is clear,” Sheppard stated, "that
Angela Davis will not get a fair trial.
All who understand this must unite
in her defense. . . .

"The Socialist Workers Party whole-
heartedly supports the immediate re-
lease of Angela Davis and all polit-
ical prisoners. We pledge- to use our
campaign for city office in Chicago
to publicize the facts and win support
for her defense.”

Ange‘d vDo’vis
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By ERNIE HARSCH
DETROIT— The few hundred Viet-
nam veterans who attended the Winter
Soldier Investigations here Jan. 31-
Feb. 2 came from all parts of the
country to testify about their experi-
ences in Vietnam, the daily atrocities,
the genocide, the treatment of prison-
ers, the racism, and the effects of the
war on themselves.

Unlike most of the veterans inter-
viewed, Jamie Henry, who served in
Vietnam with the 1/35 Infantry, 3rd
Brigade, in 1967-1968, was against
the war when he was drafted. Today,
because of what he saw, he is more
active in the antiwar movement than
ever.

Another veteran, Bob Walker, joined
at the age of 17 and was levied to
Vietnam in 1969 as a combat engi-
neer with an American support unit
based in Chu Lai. Like most GIs
in Vietnam, he was indoctrinated with
the idea that the Vietnamese were in-
ferior, that they were "gooks." That
made it possible for him to not get
too upset by what went on around
him.

Then cne day he talked to a 15-
year-old Vietnamese who spoke Eng-
lish as well as he did and he realized
that the Vietnamese were just as
human as he was. After that, he could
no longer accept what the U.S. was
doing there and he began to oppose
the war.

Walker's entire unit went through
a similar evolution. Their opposition
to the war and the Army took sev-
eral forms, such as burning their com-
manding officer's hootch and placing
bounties on the heads of unpopular
officers and noncoms. Once, after a
period “of ‘harassment by.the brass,
they went on strike. Soldiers in the
U.S. Army in the middle of a war
stopped fighting, stopped driving their
bulldozers, stopped building bridges,
and went on strike to end the harass-
ment and to win some privileges. They
were on strike for only three days
when they won their demands. They
were then able to wear mustaches,
sideburns, and longer hair and to do
more or less as they pleased. In fact,
during his last month in Vietnam
Walker did nothing whatsoever. And
the brass didn't dare do anything
about it.

Bob McConnachie was already
against the war when he went into the
1st Marine Division in 1967. "When
I realized," he said, "that the people

in the higher echelons didn't get tried
for their offenses, because of their
rank, and that the people in the lower
echelons did, I became more radical-
ized."

In Vietnam, he saw an unpopular
lieutenant get shot by one of his own
men. While he was in Germany, he
observed a fragging incident that left
an officers' club in shambles and put
four officers in the hospital. If the
bulk, of the Army remains composed
of draftees and the antiwar segtiment
among GIs continues to grow, "the
Army will fall apart,” he predicted.

Art Doherty joined the Marines in
1964, and he first radicalized in a
somewhat different situation. He was
with Lima 36 Company in 1965 when
the U.S. invaded the Dominican Re-
public and was one of the first to
land on its shores. "The Dominican
invasion really brought things home
for me. There was this line of troops
and equipment dividing Santo Domin-
go. On one side were the mansions
and the U.S. Marines. On the other
side were the slums and the rebels.
When I noticed this, I realized that
we were only there to protect those
people in the mansions."

His political education continued in

Ueterans describe how war turned

them ngainst government

Vietnam. Events in the U.S. also had
their effect on him. "I was in Nam
in 1968 when Chicago happened,
when they beat the kids, and I real-
ized that I didn't belong over there,
that I had to defend my brothers back
home."

John Beitzel of Philadelphia was
lucky enough to get drafted into a
unit within the 4/21 Infantry, 11th
Brigade, that was almost entirely
against the .war. His company did
almost nothing. When sent: out on pa-
trol, they would go a few hundred
yards, set up a perimeter and drink
coffee. They formed a "Fuck The Ar-
my" club which had an elected presi-
dent and which held meetings to dis-
cuss the war, the Army, and anything
else of interest to GIs. As new people
came in, they would be talked to and
convinced that the war was wrong.

The news of the Nov. 15, 1969,
antiwar march on Washington had a
big effect in boosting their morale.
Not long afterward, through a Viet-
namese soda kid, they received a mes-
sage from the Provincial National Lib-
eration Front of Quang Ngai, a
provincial capital. The message said
in essence that if the GIs didn't mess
with the Vietnamese, the NLF would

not mess with them. They sent a mes-
sage back through the same soda kid
saying, "Right on!"

John Beitzel's company had the low-
est casualty rate and the lowest body
count of the division.

Finally, there is the case of Rod
Podlaski, a Green Beret with the 5th
Special Forces in 1968-1969. When
he joined he was gung-ho, always
volunteering for missions, but after
a while he started noticing things. He
worked mostly with a few other Amer-
icans and a large number of South
Vietnamese ARVN troops. The ARVN
troops faced the same type of racist
attitude on the part of Americans as
the civilians, and they often revealed
their hatred for the Americans. "If the
ARVN troops don't like us, what
about the civilians?" he began to won-
der.

Asked if his views on the war af-
fected his views on other matters, he
replied, "The war started me question-
ing things. Then I started questioning
other government policies. And they're
all bummers.

"If it ever comes down to my fight-
ing again," he concluded, "it'll be in
this country against those I now con-
sider my real enemy."

Army racism radicalizes Gls in Vietham

By KENNETH MILINER
DETROIT — Observing the proceed-
ings of the Winter Soldier Investiga-
tion here the first weekend in
February, I was struck not only by
the nature of the atrocities committed
against the people of Vietnam but also
by the role that racism played in the
crimes. Yet the racism perpetrated
against the Vietnamese by the United
States Army in Vietnam does not stop
with that. It is also directed against
Third World GIs. "Think what they
did to us,"” said Black ex-Marine Allen
Ahers after listening to two days of
testimony about atrocities.

One of the most effective tools the
government has in its training arsenal
is racism. In the Army, the racism
of the society as a whole is intensified.
It has to be in order to get
working class youth to carry out
American policy in Vietnam. The vet-
erans explained over and over again
how they were trained not to consider
the Vietnamese people human. One
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stated, "We were just trained to kill
gooks, kill gooks, kill gooks!"

The veterans found themselves ex-
plaining on more than one occasion
that whenever they raped a Vietnam-
ese woman or put a heat tablet in a
child's sandwich (which has the effect
of burning the membrane out of the
throat, or if it gets into the stomach,
to keep burning until it burns its way
out), they did this to people they were
trained to consider not human.

Third Worlders sent to Vietnam are
forced not only to witness but to take
part in a racist war against other
people of color and at the same time
to defend themselves against racism
directed at them inside the Army.

Two panels were held on racism
within the Army. The first consisted
of four veterans— a Japanese-Ameri-
can, a Black, an Indian-American,
and a white. All three of the Third
World panelists expressed a great deal
of dissatisfaction and bitterness not
only toward racism in the Army, but

also toward racist American society.

The Japanese-American panelist
stated that "When I got off the bus
[at boot camp] I was a gook." This
statement best exemplified the senti-
ment of the Third World panelists.
Mike Hunter explained how the as-
sassination of Martin Luther King
created a new unity among young
Blacks in Vietham. The Army then
moved in to separate Blacks within
the same unit, to destroy this unity.

I asked Hunter if he noticed a
change of attitude on the part of
Blacks between the time they entered
the Army and the time they left. He
replied, "When a Black leaves the Ar-
my, he is 99 percent militant. If he
comes in 99 percent militant, he leaves
100 percent militant."

The Indian brother reported how
the Army tried to build up esprit de
corps by showing a film of the sup-
posedly glorious history of the First
Cavalry Division fighting Indians in
the Old West.

The second panel consisted of 12
Third World veterans: eight Blacks,
two Asian-Americans, one Indian, and
one Chicano. In an emotion-packed
room, the brothers told stories of how
they were used as cannon-fodder in
Vietnam. They reported how more of-
ten than not they were made to "walk
point." Walking point—ahead of
everyone else— according to testimony
provided by many of the panels, is
considered one of the most dangerous
jobs in Vietnam.

Much of the testimony was of the
same type many of us had heard
before about racism in the Army.
What must be kept in mind is that
these indignities had to be suffered
in the midst of a war. Attempts by
the brothers to defend themselves of-
ten brought on more répression by
the Army. Sometimes they responded
by fragging and putting bounties on
their officers. The only final solution
will be to bring all the brothers home
and end the racist draft.



Phila.
Black
conference
endorses
Democrats

By DERRICK MORRISON
PHILADELPHIA — On-the weekend .of
Feb. 12-14, a Black Political Conven-
tion was convened here. Rather than
advance in the direction of indepen-
dent Black political action, however,
the convention chose to tie its chariot
to the jackass of the Democratic Party.
In the weeks before the event, Rich-
ard Traylor, administrative coordina-
tor of the convention, talked much
about forming a "third political party"
in the upcoming city elections. Tray-
lor is a leading figure in the Phila-
delphia Congress of African People,
a formation that arose out of the La-

‘bor Day Congress of African People

held in Atlanta.

But when the deal went down, the
convention endorsed the political ac-
tion workshop resolution, which stated
in part, "The Black Political Conven-
tion shall establish an interim or Ex-
ecutive Committee elected by this con-
vention. . . . Resolved, that the pro-
posal for a Black Community Political
Action Committee, submitted by the
Philadelphia Congress of African Peo-
ple, be submitted to the Executive Com-
mittee. . . . Resolved, that the Execu-
tive Committee elected by this Con-
vention be charged with the respon-
sibility .of coordinating all local
groups in terms of immediate regis-
tration of nonregistered Black people;
and be it further Resolved, the Com-
mittee believes that the Black Political
Convention as an independent third
force will actively seek to register
Black citizens within the existing po-
litical parties and particularly for the
May Primary of 1971, within the Dem-
ocratic Party. . . ." (Emphasis added.)

So in line with this position, the
convention chose to back six Black
Democrats for municipal office, includ-
ing Democratic Party State Represen-
tative Hardy Williams for mayor.

Two candidates supported by the
Socialist Workers Party, Hattie
McCutcheon who is running for sher-
iff, and Pamela Newman, a candidate
for city councilwoman-at-large, re-
fused to be considered for nomination
by the convention in light of its adopt-
ed political position.

In a letter to the convention on the
back of a campaign leaflet, they stat-
ed, "Any measure of Black control of
the Black community spells the end
of the domination exercised over us
by the Democrats and Republicans.
Hardy Williams and other Black Dem-
ocrats or Republicans may be sincere
and concerned about the problems of
Black people. But sincerity is not
enough. Any brother or sister who
runs in the Democratic or Republican
party does a disservice to the Black
community. After 100 years of run-
ning between a Democratic fox and
a Republican wolf, it is time for Black
people to break out of this two-party
shell game."

Further on in the letter, they stated,
"If this convention and the candidates
it nominates do not declare a com-
plete break with parties of war and
racism, then we call upon people to
support the only campaign in this
election that is advancing and sup-

Pamela Newman

porting the concept of an independent
Black political party: the Socialist
Workers campaign. This is a cam-
paign that is totally opposed to the
twin parties of twentieth century slav-
ery."

Several hundred attended the Friday
night opening session. Featured
speakers were Imamu Amiri Baraka
(LeRoi Jones) and Rev. Leon Sulli-
van. Sullivan, a Philadelphia minis-
ter, heads the Opportunities Industri-
alization Center, an operation heavily
financed by the U.S. government. He
was recently selected to become the
first Black member of the Board of
Directors of General Motors.

However, after the opening session,
not more than 250 people attended the
rest of the convention. As the affair
proceeded, the youth in attendance be-
came progressively fewer. Two bus-
loads of people came in from Newark.

Because of their independent posi-
tion, McCutcheon and Newman picked
up significant TV and radio coverage.
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Protest

supports
Carlos
Feliciano

Carlos Feliciano
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NEW YORK — On Saturday, Feb. 20,
over 500 Puerto Ricans marched to
the Bronx County jail demanding free-
dom for Carlos Feliciano.

Organizations participating were the
Committee to Defend Carlos Feliciano,
the Young Lords Party, the Puerto
Rican Student Union, and the Movi-
miento Pro Independencia (MPI,
Movement for Puerto Rican Indepen-
dence).

The same forces held a press con-
ference on Feb. 16, pledging to build
a mass defense and blasting the press
for its calculated silence about the
case.

The most recent statement issued by
the defense committee said in part:

"The case of Carlos Feliciano and the
issues surrounding it give rise to basic
questions about an individual's civil
liberties and the possible political mo-
tives behind the recent arrest of numer-
ous political activists, questions to
which every American will soon be
demanding answers.

"Carlos Feliciano, 41-year-old Puer-
to Rican, was arrested on May 16,
1970, while he was returning to his
car from a sporting goods shop in
the South Bronx area.

"The bail was originally set at
$5,000 some four and one-half hours
after Feliciano's arrest. About two
hours later, for some unknown rea-
son, the case was recalled before Jus-
tice Gerald Culkin of the Manhattan
Criminal Courts. ‘

"At this second hearing, Assistant
District Attorney John Fine gave rea-
sons as to why the bail should be

raised. Reading from a statement
which he subsequently gave to the
press, Fine charged that Feliciano was
responsible for the bombing of thirty-
five public buildings, including the GE
building and the New York Public
Library.

"Fine also asserted that in an inter-
rogation he conducted, Feliciano had
made a number of admissions: 1) to
having had explosive devices in his
car; and 2) to being a member of
MIRA (Movimiento Izquierda Revo-
lucionaria Armada— Armed Revolu-
tionary Leftist Movement), an under-
ground group allegedly responsible
for a number of bombings in New
York and Puerto Rico.

"On the basis of these allegations,
the bail was set at $150,000. In the
Bronx, where Feliciano is charged
with similar acts, bail was set at
$125,000 based on the high Manhat-
tan-bail (this last bail was later low-
ered to $25,000).

"At this same bail hearing in Man-
hattan, Fine also alleged that Felici-
ano was affiliated with 'an alien gov-
ernment outside the limits of the Unit-
ed States.' Fine did not specify which
government because 'it would preju-
dice the case.’

"These allegations are the crux of

the case.

"First of all, the record of the initial
interrogation of Carlos Feliciano has
been 'released. According to this re-
cord, none of the admissions which
Fine attributes to Feliciano, and upon
which the bail was set, were made.
Feliciano only admitted to being a
member of 'the Nationalist Party of
Puerto Rico, a legal, above-ground

pro-independence organization which
conducted only public meetings and
activities.

"The indictment itself, for only one
bombing and one attempted bombing,
is a further contradiction in the case
(the other 34 bombings are not men-
tioned in the indictment).

"Secondly, the character and flavor
of the allegations made by the dis-
trict attorney's office point to an at-
tempt. to construct a nonexistent link
between the Nationalist Party (and,
by extension, every pro-independence
Puerto Rican group), terrorist activi-
ties, and an alien government. Such
a link, given the current use of the con-
spiracy laws in the Panthers, Berri-
gan, and Angela Davis cases, could
present a major threat to the Puerto
Rican movement both in New York
and Puerto Rico and all movements
for social justice.

"Despite the fact that for a man who
had to work two jobs a day to keep
his family alive such a preposterously
high bail amounts to preventive de-
tention, not to mention the obvious
fraudulent basis on which the bail
was set, repeated bail reduction ap-
peals have ended in failure. Feliciano
has spent the last nine months in jail
without ever having been tried. By
any criteria, this is an injustice."

Contributions can be sent to: Com-
mittee to Defend Carlos Feliciano, Box
356, Canal Street Station, New York,
N.Y. 10013. Rev. David Garcia of
St. Mark's Church on the Bowery is
the president of the committee. Gilber-
to Gerena Valentin, one of the leading
spokesmen for New York's Puerto Ric-
an community, is vice-president.
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The following interview is with two
activists in the gay liberation move-
ment in Los Angeles. It was obtained
shortly after the Los Angeles Gay Lib-
eration Front held a militant demon-
stration against police brutality and

harassment of gay people Jan.. 23 in -

which more than 400 people partici-
pated.

Peter Sorgen is a member of the Gay
Liberation Front. Angela Keyes Doug-
las is in the Transvestite-Transsexual
Action Organization and gay wom-
ent’s liberation.

Militant: Could you describe the back-
ground, structure, and history of the
Los Angeles Gay Liberation Front?

Sorgen: In December 1969, about 12
people, most of whom were active in
the Dow Action Committee, started the
GLF. Through personal experience, I
believe that most of the original mem-
bers of GLF had been engaged
in some kind of radical protest, but
usually not as open homosexuals.

The conditions that the GLF grew
out of were the continuous history of
police brutality and harassment, the
oppressive activities of the society in
general, the sex laws, etc. Also help-
ing us get going were the Stonewall
riots in New York in June 1969 where
for the first time gay people fought
back against the police. After a slow
start, we have rapidly advanced to
become one of the major gay libera-
tion organizations in the country.

Our basic structure is very loose.
It is composed of various committees
that deal with particular issues. Our
weekly general meetings take up com-
mittee reports and consider general
policy decisions. We average about
80 people at our general meetings and
about 20-30 are involved in each com-
mittee. We have survival, legal, medi-
cal, draft resistance, gay-in commit-
tees, etc. We have just opened a coffee-
house to be used as a healthy social
environment for the gay community.

Militant: What  are your basic goals
and how do you feel about the “‘sex-
ual revolution” ? :

Sorgen: Our basic goal is a society
where gay people can live as free
people. This is understood by most
of our members to mean that a revo-
lution is necessary to destroy this cul-
ture. But we have no firm line on

Interview with
L.A.gay activists
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Poster from GLF protest against police brutality Jan. 23.

this. We believe that our ideology will
grow out of our work. ‘

I think one of the most important
things to emerge from the yauth revo-
lution has been more freedom to ex-

periment, learn, and grow in sexual

activity. So today there is probably
more open gay activity on the part
of young people. This relates to an
important issue in the gay community
—that of the closet. We want all gays
to come out of the closet, to openly
proclaim themselves as homosexuals.

We view gays as being proud, whole,
and truly human beings.

We also realize that we cannot suc-
ceed in a vacuum. The idea of sexual
freedom cuts across the whole nature
of this society. A sexual revolution

- would probably remake society.

Most of us feel that heterosexuals
are oppressed by their own standards
of sexuality. The radicals will have
to learn from all the sexual freedom
organizations that part of today’s lib-
eration is a rethinking of the bour-

geois concepts of sexual identity, the.
family, and sexual behavior. There
can be no revolution without us and
until everyone is free to exercise their
sexuality in a healthy and positive en-
vironment.

Douglas: All over the world GLF's are
being formed. So, in a sense, we are
not fighting capitalism or communism
but rather heterosexual oppression. Al-
though I may support Castro for what
he has done for Cuba, he still op-
presses my sisters and brothers.

The gays who are leftists find them-
selves in a tremendous conflict. Al-
though most young gays in the liber-
ation movement might feel that social-
ism is the answer for this country’s
problems, they still believe that the
fight for gay liberation will have to
continue against any system which
puts down gay people.

Militant: What is your relationship to
the gay women’s liberation move-
ment?

Sorgen: This past November most of
the gay women in the GLF decided
to form their own organization be-
cause they felt that the GLF was not
open to their needs. We cooperate now
on specific issues where the gay wom-
en feel that we can work together.

Douglas: Most gay women feel thatthe

" GLF does not confront its own sex-

ism and male chauvinism, which I be-
lieve is true. Gay men have to under-
stand the double oppression of gay
women, as women and as homosex-
uals. In L.A., the gay women are
working more closely with the general
women’s liberation movement. This
seems to be the trend all over the
country.

Militant: Do you work with the antiwar
movement and will you be marching
on April 24 in San Francisco?

Sorgen: We have endorsed the April
24 action just as we have supported

all+ of - the" previous -antiwar “demon-

strations. We are not hot to die for a
society that denies us our basic human
rights. '

I welcome all interest in the GLF
on the part of the SWP and all groups.
Hopefully, by working together we
can make the entire liberation move-
ment discover each other and develop
trust among ourselves.

New support for YSA recognition fight

By DAVID ROSSI

ST. PETERSBURG, FLA. — A state-
wide meeting of student body presi-
dents here on Feb. 28 will consider
requesting a point on the agenda of
the March 1 Board of Regents meet-
ing to discuss the regents' ruling bar-
ring the Young Socialist Alliance from
Florida state campuses. Steve Uhl-
felder, student body president at the
University of Florida, will ask the
meeting to put its authority behind
the campaign being waged by the
Florida Committee for Free Assembly
and Political Expression on Campus
(FAPEC), and to raise the issues of

that campaign with the regents at their
meeting the following day.

Wide opposition to the arbitrary ban
on the YSA has been mobilized by
FAPEC publicity, including a three
and one-half week tour by FAPEC
secretary John Votava which ended
Feb. 17. Votava spoke on 25 radio
and TV stations for six hours of
broadcast time in six cities, as well
as addressing campus audiences and
being interviewed by 14 newspapers.

FAPEC intends to tap this opposi-
tion to the ban for support to court
action if the regents refuse to recon-

sider their position before a suit is
filed. FAPEC has obtained endorse-
ment from faculty, student, and com-
munity leaders, including Dr. T.W.
Graham Solomons, professor of chem-
istry at the University of South Flor-
ida (USF); Mary Margaret Rutledge,
USF student body vice-president;
Robert Cronk, president of Teachers
Against the War; Otha Favors from
Black Youth for Peace and Power;
Raleigh Jugger from the Malcolm X
United Liberation Front; the Olive
Branch, an antiwar newspaper put
out by GIs at the Jacksonville Naval
base; Bob Pope, Democratic candidate

for Duval County sheriff; and others.

FAPEC has appealed for political
and financial support from individu-
als and organizations all over the
country. The committee's address is
FAPEC, Box 2303, Tampa, Fla.
33601. Checks should be made to
the Florida Committee for Free As-
sembly and Political Expression on
Campus.

Statements of protest against the ban
should be sent to the regents in care
of D. Burke Kibler, chairman, Box
1772, Lakeland, Fla. 33802, with
copies to FAPEC.

Czech trial of “Trotskyists’ delayed

(From Intercontinental Press)

The trial of nineteen youths charged
with "Trotskyism," scheduled to open
in Prague February 8, has been post-
poned until February 20, according
to an Agence France-Presse dispatch
that appeared in the February 10 Paris
daily Le Monde. AFP attributed the
news to "a reliable source."

The young people—first reports put
their number at twenty-five — have
been imprisoned by the Husak regime
since December 1969.

Eric Bourne, writing from Vienna
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in the February 12 Christian Science
Monitor, published in Boston, gave
a similar account:

"According to information from
Prague, the trial due to start Monday
[February 8] was of some 19 'Trot-
skyist' minded youngsters, boy and
girl students and workers, who have
been detained since early last year
after being accused of 'plotting’
against the 'socialist order.”™

In Bourne's opinion, the decision
to put off the trial "suggests that, for

all the harsh words still being pub-
lished about those 'responsible’ for
the 1968 crisis, 'consolidation' is
deemed to have reached the point
where the Husak regime feels confi-
dent and ready to look to the future
and a new start."

\

Agence France-Presse suggested a
less praiseworthy reason for the
Czechoslovak government's action:

"The postponement was said to have
been decided on to avoid having the
trial begin during the tenth congress

of the International Union of Students
being held at Bratislava."
The French news agency added:

"Among the -accused, many of whom
are students, are two foreigners: a
young man born in France of Spanish
émigré parents and a young girl from
West Berlin. The latter was said to
have been accused in particular of
having acted as a liaison between the
members of the clandestine organiza-
tion and former leaders of the Fourth
International in Germany.



By FRANK LOVELL

The number of registered unemployed in the United
States reached 5.4 million in January, the highest
in 10 _years. However, the report on January un-
employment released Feb. 5 by the Labor Depart-
ment claims a slight percentage dip. In December,
6.2 percent of the labor force was unemployed.
According to the latest figures, after adjusting for
the normal seasonal rise in unemployment follow-
ing the Christmas holiday business spurt, unem-
ployment now stands at 6 percent.

Government spokesmen sought to make these
latest statistics into a "trend" which they hope will
eventually eliminate the "excess" unemployment
they have purposely generated in an attempt to
combat the war-primed inflation. ("Full" employ-
ment is officially defined as 4 percent unemploy-
ment). Labor Secretary Hodgson reportedly said,
"The signs are encouraging."

The statistics show:

® The duration of unemployment for those now
on the rolls has increased, up from an average of
9.7 weeks in December to 10.4 weeks in January.
(As always, the statistics are based only on those
actively seeking employment. Those who have
decided there is no longer any point in even trying
to find a job are not counted.)

® More adult males have been hired, unemploy-
ment for this category declining slightly from 4.6
to 4.3 percent.

® Unemployment among adult women remained
at 5.7 percent.

® The average rate of unemployment among
teen-agers is still unchanged, 17.6 percent.

No figures for Black unemployment were cited.
However, December figures put overall Black un-
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employment at 9.3 percent.

The most significant new facts are the overall
increase in the number of unemployed and the
constantly increasing length of time the average
unemployed worker has been off the job. This is
what every worker knows. More of his or her
friends and relatives are out of work. Few are
being rehired. Unemployment benefits are coming
to an end for many.

Nothing in the overall economic picture— con-
trary to optimistic predictions— indicates an early
reversal of the present downward trend. In 1970,
the real gross national product—the total value
of the country's output of goods and services—
slipped $2.8-billion. In the last three months of
1970, the real output fell at an annual rate of 3.3
percent. Consumer spending, business investment,
and housing starts were all down.

Paul W. McCracken, Nixon's economic advisor,
told the Joint Economic Committee of Congress
on Jan. 5 that he expects a 9 percent annual
growth of the economy. The only basis for such
an extraordinary reversal of the production trend
is a probable increase in war-related industries
resulting from the present expansion of the war
in Indochina and the prospect of wars in other
parts of the world, not mentioned by McCracken
in his forecast.
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The most startling increases have occurred in
the Consumer Price Index. Over the past 13 years,
prices have gone up 38 percent (28 percent since
the major escalation of the Vietnam war in 1965),
and they are still rising. Sidney Margolius, writing
in the January issue of the AFL-CIO's Federation-
ist, says, "The average worker in manufacturing
industries actually is even worse off than in 1964,
with $84.43 (weekly) in spendable dollars now,
compared to $85.27 then." The greatest price in-
creases —well above average—have been in food,
housing, transportation, and medical costs.

If the employed worker finds his standard of
living reduced by rising prices, the unemployed
face impoverishment. )

This pincers of rising prices and increasing un-
employment has in recent years steadily and re-
lentlessly squeezed down the living standard of

‘the working class, and has forced the union move-

ment to seek ways to relieve the pressure. The
organized workers, shielded by their unions, have
suffered less than the majority, who are unorga-
nized.

During the past year, the unions have fought
tenaciously to maintain real wages, and have tried
to insure them by demanding cost-of-living adjust-
ments to keep abreast of rising prices.

Unemployment plans

But little has been done to combat the devastat-
ing effects of unemployment. The unions, as a na-
tional policy, have been content to seek higher
unemployment benefit payments from state legis-
latures.

The United Auto Workers (UAW) has a con-
tract provision of supplementary unemployment
benefits (SUB) to be paid by the employers. This
boosts the income of an unemployed auto worker
to nearly 95 percent of his regular after-tax pay.

UAW poster on billboard in Detroit last fall

But only those workers with at least one year
seniority are eligible, and SUB is of limited dura-
tion.

Similar but less effective unemployment benefit
schemes have been negotiated by a few other
unions, all predicated on the assumption that un-
employment is temporary.

But some ot the present and growing unemploy-
ment has a permanent, not temporary, look to
many workers. Recently some local unions have
begun to talk about ways to solve "the unemploy-
ment problem."

A UAW local near Philadelphia which three
years ago represented 7,000 workers at Boeing
Company's Vertol division now has more than
4,000 members out of work. This division of
Boeing, which manufactures helicopters for the
Army, previously employed 13,000 men and wom-
en and expects to have a work force of less than
3,000 this year. ‘

John Taylor, president of Boeing UAW Local
1069, has attempted to persuade the Boeing Com-
pany to convert for peacetime production. Accord-
ing to an article in the Jan. 11 Nation, Taylor has
had little success. He says: "My argument is that
there are thousands and thousands of unused
square feet of production space at the Vertol divi-
sion that could be used to produce low-cost hous-

ing and transportation on a production-line basis.
Or rapid transit equipment. Mass transportation
in our country stinks. With the proper effort,
Boeing could easily produce rail cars, buses, and
other sorely needed equipment. All sorts of things
could be done—medical equipment, such as kidney
machines; devices for air and water pollution con-
trol. All that is needed is some imagination and
some initiative."

The reaction of one company official —"But
think how many units of housing we'd have to
sell to make as much money as we do on a single
helicopter.”

In the Seattle area, where unemployment is esti-
mated by some to run as high as 20 percent, the
Central Labor Council has done little more than
urge an extension of unemployment benefits. Wash-
ington Governor Dan Evans has extended the 30-
week benefits an additional nine weeks but such
stopgap measures are puny compared to the mass
of unemployed. Some union officials in that area
have suggested unemployment rallies and marches
to force higher benefit payments and more funds
from the state and federal governments, but they
have not gone beyond the talking stage.

The entire Pacific Northwest is hard hit by un-
employment, affecting Canadian workers even
more than those on the U. S. side of the border.

Sliding scale of hours

Some of the most powerful local unions in the
U.S. and Canada have in times of mounting un-
employment demanded a 30-hour workweek with
no loss in pay. The United Steelworkers of Amer-
ica is now demanding the four-day week— 32
hours —when the present contract in the steel in-
dustry expires July 31.

Such demands are designed to put more workers

on the job and pass along some of the benefits
of labor-saving machinery to the workers. It is
safe to predict that this will become a standard
demand of the union movement as it becomes
generally recognized that unemployment is a per-
manent, built-in feature of capitalist economy.

The periods of "full" employment in this coun-
try are exceptional, occurring only when the youth
contingent of the vast army of unemployed is put
into uniform and shipped overseas to die in wars
of benefit to big business.

The idea that some men and women should
work long hours while millions of others are de-
prived of jobs is irrational. And some unions
are powerful enough to force the employers to
reduce the workweek, as has happened in sections
of the building industry.

To guarantee full employment, the present wages
and hours laws must be altered. All industry must
be forced to reduce the hours of work proportion-
ately to the rate of unemployment so that unem-
ployment at all times remains at zero.

In cases where there are temporary dislocations
and some few, including apprentices or youth who
have never yet been employed, are locked out
for any reason, they should be paid the full scale
of wages during the period of unemployment.
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In Review
Theater

The Trial of the Catonsville Nine by Daniel Berrigan, S.J.
Directed by Gordon Davidson. At Good Shepherd-Faith
Church, New York.

The Trial of the Catonsville Nine, narrated by Daniel Berrigan
(Ed Flanders), is a dramatic account of nine people on trial for
napalming draft board files in May 1968. It succeeds well in its
attempt to transform the actual court transcript into an artistic
and political statement.

The long one-act play cuts through time and space to let each
character reveal how he or she came to protest U.S. involvement
in Vietnam by destroying the files. Each relates a bit of personal
history before another character testifies. To do this, the play utilizes
techniques of the film, cutting away from one testimony to another
until a pattern emerges.

As the testimony unfolds, the audience— despite the fact that it
already knows what the verdict will be—is filled with sympathy
and admiration for these people. The characters are only a bit
more idealistic than average. It is their fatal flaw.

Nancy Molone's portrayal of the nurse Mary Moylan stands

out especially well, perhaps because of the kind of spirited deter-.

mination that characterized Moylan. Because she sincerely wanted

Trial scene from Catonsville Nine

to help people, Moylan volunteered for medical work in Africa.
Stationed in the mountains of Uganda, she saw U.S. planes, manned
by Cuban exiles, accidentally strafe and destroy two villages. (Their
targets had been equally innocent villages across the border, in
the Congo.)

Like the narratives of the other defendants, Mary Moylan's story
conveys her desire only to be of help, only to build something,
only to give meaning to her life. Others discover the criminality
of America while working on a cooperative with Guatemalan peas-
ants, in the segregated South, or in a France torn over its adven-
tures in Algeria and Vietnam. The influences that move these nine
into action are international.

Throughout the trial, the judge, a liberal, meekly objects that
the CIA, the government, and its military personnel are not on
trial. But in fact they are. It is an Alice in Wonderland play in
which "guilty" means "innocent" and the real crime of napalm goes
unpunished while the symbolic act is branded criminal.

As a mechanical voice from out of the dark (God?) pronounces
the guilty verdict upon each of the nine, they come forward one
by one into the light to take responsibility for their act. It is a
heavy moment, for the audience realizes that all but the one sub-
sequently killed in an automobile accident now sit in jail.

In The Trial of the Catonsville Nine, the playwright deliberately
breaks down any esthetic distance between the audience and the
players, cutting through courtroom formality to show the vision
of the hero-made-victim. The play concludes with a screen flipping
down from the ceiling as the actors disappear. The actual film
footage of the "crime" then unfolds before the audience.

The author of this play —himself a participant in the napalm-
ing — outlines the attempt of another generation to confront a gov-
ernment that smugly allows people to speak out against injustice
as long as they do not act. One may personally disagree with the
particular tactics which these nine chose to express their opposi-
tion to the war, but one is immensely impressed with their courage
and determination. And, if they decided to seek individual solu-
tions instead of mobilizing masses in opposition to the war, is it
not true that their radicalization is the story of more than just nine
individuals, and is in fact that of a whole generation of fighters?

—DIANNE FEELEY
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Pamphlets

Appeal to the Second International Congress for Sexual Reform for the
Benefit of an Oppressed Variety of Human Being by Kurt Hiller. 8pp.
25 cents. The Gay Manifesto by Carl Wittman. 10 pp. 25 cents. Gay
Oppression: A Radical Analysis. 8 pp. 25 cents. Gay Liberation. 14 pp.
25 cents. Published by The Red Butterfly. New York, 1970.

These four pamphlets, published by an association of revolutionary-minded
gays in New York City, should be read by everyone. They are valuable for
non-gays who want revolutionary change, for gays who are not convinced
that their liberation requires social revolution, and for gays who know a rev-
olution is needed.

Kurt Hiller's appeal to the 1928 congress has more than historical interest.
It is an eloquent argument for an enlightened view of homosexuality and a
polemic with French Communist Henri Barbusse, whose view that this "perver-
sion” is a sign of "social decay" has unfortunately not lost its adherents among
some who consider themselves scientists and revolutionaries more than 40
years later. As the translator's footnotes point out, the czarist anti-homosexual
laws swept away by the Bolsheviks in 1917 were reinstituted by Stalin in 1934
and remain in force today in the Soviet Union.

The American Communist Party slavishly apes its bureaucratic big brothers
on this as on all other issues. Eight members of the Gay Liberation Front
were physically blocked by CPers, for instance, when they tried to join a picket
line for the Angela Davis defense outside the federal courthouse in New York
City Oct. 14, 1970.

Carl Wittman's Gay Manifesto is an important document in the history of
the gay movement. Despite its weaknesses, some of which Red Butterfly takes
up in the "friendly amendments" accompanying his article in this pamphlet
(and others of which are not taken up—such as his over-simplified treatment
of the objectification of sex), the manifesto offers a valuable analysis of gay
oppression and the role played in that oppression by the institutions of cap-
italist society.

Gay Liberation is divided into five parts: 1) "The Nature of Gay Oppres-
sion,” 2) "History of the Gay Liberation Movement," 3) "The Anthropological
Perspective,” 4) "An Approach to Liberation,"” and 5) "Gay Liberation and
The Movement." Gay Oppression fleshes out the brief section on the nature
of oppression in Gay Liberation and deals with the institutions which act as
instruments for that oppression— the family, the schools, the churches, private
business including the media and syndicate-controlled bars and baths, and the
state.

Gay Oppression deals with the myth that being gay is somehow "unhealthy"
or "against nature,” quoting Kinsey's statistics (50 percent of American males
and 28 percent of American females have been conscious of specifically erotic
responses to others of their own sex) and referring to anthropological evi-
dence which is gone into more thoroughly in Gay Liberation. It describes the
agonizing self-censorship gays must develop to exist in a society which makes
natural sexual feeling socially unacceptable.

The pamphlet also details the more direct and brutal forms of oppression,
such as physical attacks and even murder.

Police harassment and medieval laws rooted in that body of dogma which
asserts that Jehovah rained sulphur and brimstone on Sodom are also dis-
cussed. So are barriers in hiring and housing; the gouging of gays by gay-
ghetto businesses which charge exorbitantly for low-quality goods and services,
and the stereotyping and ridicule of gays by the mass media and entertain-
ment industry.

Gay Liberation dates the birth of the growing gay liberation movement with
the June 1969 "Stonewall Riots" when an attempt by the cops to raid a bar
on Christopher Street provoked a spontaneous and massive resistance by gays

* who mobilized from throughout Greenwich Village.

Six pages of Gay Liberation are devoted to a condensed anthropological
view of homosexual behavior. No one who is without at least the information
contained here can pretend to speak intelligently about the subject. This is
not to suggest that one should be satisfied with what the pamphlet provides
but only to say that anyone who is uninformed could do well by beginning
here, perhaps proceeding afterward to the titles listed in the notes. Homo-
sexuality among the higher mammals and in other human societies is pre-
sented here in a way that argues convincingly for the conclusion that exclusive
heterosexuality is as much a distortion of the human personality as exclusive
homosexuality and that both result from the warped masculine/feminine con-
cept which imposes rigid roles on men and women in society as we know it.

The final section of the pamphlet points out that the struggle of gays against
their oppression overlaps and is allied to the struggles of all other oppressed
sections of the population. This conclusion flows naturally from the largely
sound analysis in the "Approach to Liberation" section which says in part:
"The system of roles we call American society is presently organized around
the needs and requirements of the prevailing economic system, capitalism. . . .
Sexuality is too constricted. It is bent into an aspect of life apart from the
active and creative functions of society . . . structured into the narrow chan-
nel of the nuclear family. Competition and exclusive possession, traits of the
marketplace, are extended to erotic relations among persons. The oppression
of homosexuals in America flows from this restriction and containment of
human sexual‘potential within certain narrow roles. Labels, such as homo-,
hetero-, and bi-sexual, indicate the rigidity of the forms of relating under which
we live. Like women, both male and female homosexuals suffer from sex-typing
. . . with practical harassment and exploitation as a result. . . .

"Gay liberation cannot mean mere 'toleration' for homosexuals. It must re-
sult in the transformation of existing social relations, the breakdown of straight
definitions of relationships such as male supremacy, the subjugation .of women,
sexual exclusivity. . . ."

‘These pamphlets may be ordered from The Red Butterfly, Box 3445 Grand
Central Station, New York, N.Y. 10017.

— LEE SMITH



Nixon plan puts squeeze on aged

By MARVEL SCHOLL

On Feb. 2, President Nixon announced
he was sending a message to Congress
asking for a 6 percent increase in
social security pensions, with an es-
calator clause to further increase pen-
sions (without congressional action)
as the cost of living goes up.

Wilbur Mills, powerful chairman of
the House Ways and Means Commit-
tee, also announced he was supporting
a 10 percent increase, without auto-
matic increases.

At first glance, Nixon's plan ap-
pears the most generous—but it in-
volves a further proposition. Giving
with one hand, he proposes to take
away with the other. Nixon wants
the Medicare amendment to the So-
cial Security Act slashed to the very
bone. He wants:

® A reduction in the 60-day peri-
od of hospitalization during which the
enrollee "pays relatively little." (Is $52
"relatively little" to a person who lives
on a $118 monthly pension?);

® An increase in the present $60
annual patient-payment to the doctor;

® No more payment by Medicare
for custodial care in skilled nursing
homes;

@ A limit on doctors' fees for Medi-
care patients.

Under the present Medicare Act,
which became effective in 1966, social
security and railroad pensioners over
65 and all other people over 72 are
entitted to 60 days in the hospital
for each illness —for which they must
pay the first $52; up to 100 home
visits by nurses and/or physical ther-
apists annually; up to 100 days of
extended care in skilled nursing homes
with the social security office paying
all covered services for the first 20
days, and all but $6.50 daily for the
next 80 days.

Under the doctors' insurance plan
of the same Act, for which the enrol-
lee pays $5.30 monthly now and
$5.60 after next July 1, the plan is
supposed to pay 80 percent of any
"reasonable” doctor's fee, after the
patient has paid the first $60.00 an-
nually. This section also provides for
diagnostic tests, X-rays, surgical dress-
ings, and splints; almost unlimited
visits to out-patient clinics for diag-
nostic tests and treatments. Since April
1968, doctors' fees for X-ray and lab-
oratory work have been paid without
the prepayment (by the patient) of the
annual $60 deductible.

Medicare has never covered the three
most expensive and most needed

health services elderly people require
—eye glasses, dental bills or dentures,
and medicine.

As far as the doctors' fee payment
is concerned, that too has been a very
unfunny joke. In preparation for Med-
icare, the medical profession heeded
the advice of the American Medical
Association and jumped their fees as
much as 300 percent.

The average pension today is $118
for a single person, $180 for a mar-
ried couple. There are 26.2 million
persons on social security alone— half
of whom have no other income what-
soever.

Inflation has already robbed these
elderly poor to a point far below the
government-defined poverty levels.

And now the president wants to re-
duce their living standards even lower.

Recently the New York Times car-
ried a feature article about a "ghetto
which nobody wants to leave." South
Beach, an enclave of elderly poor,
lies three miles south of opulent Miami
Beach, but it is a million light-years
away financially.

Crowded into a 40-square-block
area of apartments, duplexes, and
small hotels, most of the 9,000 resi-
dents of this voluntary ghetto share

only one thing with their rich neighbors
— a strip of public beach where they
can soak up the sun, visit with their
neighbors, read their language news-
papers, or play chess or checkers.
The companionship they find thus
helps to make more bearable the fi-
nancial nightmare in which they live.

Recently a 69-year-old widow of a
garment worker was arrested in one
of South Beach's supermarkets for-
shoplifting. Her crime? She had stolen
a 25-cent can of soup. Shoplifting oc-
casionally, she said, was one of the
ways she made her $114 monthly
pension check go around.

Another resident who was inter-
viewed said, "Every time you go to the
store the prices are still higher. But
your income doesn't get any bigger

. then the president comes on tele-
vision and says everything is all right.
The next day you go to the store and
the prices are higher still."

How much longer is the American
working class (a big majority of the
population) going to accept this in-
human treatment accorded its elderly?
How long before they angrily insist
that a decent standard of living for
the elderly is a social, not a personal,
responsibility?

The National Picket Line

The United Steelworkers of America has reached its first agreement in the
current negotiations with the can industry. The new contract with National
Can was ratified by the 4,000 workers involved just moments before a strike
against the three major can companies — American, Crown Cork, and Con-
tinental — began at midnight Feb. 15.

The new contract with National reflects the fact that L.W. Abel, president
of the USA, feels very acutely the fires built under him by a dissatisfied rank
and file during his last reelection campaign.

National Can workers have won a $1-an-hour increase over three years— 50
cents the first year, 12.5 cents in each of the two following years. In addition,
in 1972-3, the workers will receive 12.5 cents cost-of-living bonuses in each
year. This brings the total raise to $1 per hour after three years. On Feb. 15,
1972, a regular escalator clause will become effective, but the 4,000 workers
will get at least 12.5 cents whatever the cost-of-living index shows.

Managements of the struck can corporations call the contract “a unilateral
agreement . . . (which) substantially exceeds the industry offer as well as other
industrial wage settlements.”

I.W. Abel described the agreement as
to the needs of the membership.”

The United Steelworkers union faces contract negotiations with all sections
of its industry this year — aluminum, copper and steel, as well as the remainder
of the can manufacturers now on strike.

““an excellent settlement and responsive

Labor analyst for the Christian Science Monitor Ed Townsend reports that
the idea of a shorter workweek (40 hours over 4 days) is becoming more
popular with some of the smaller corporations because they have found it
increases productivity and cuts down on absenteeism.

As reported by Michael Smith in the Feb. 5 issue of The Militant, UAW
negotiators and the Chrysler Corporation agreed to set up a joint committee
to study the new shortened workweek.

According to Townsend, this was a horse trade. Chrysler agreed to a study
of the question. The UAW dropped its demand for a dental care plan for the
workers.

Absenteeism, especially on Fridays and Mondays, has been a problem for
both the auto and steel industries for some time (at Ford Motor Co. it
is claimed to run as high as 12 percent on the two days).

But the big manufacturers are leery of attempting to solve their absentee
problem by adopting a four-day, 40-hour week.

There is no indication that union men and women are ready to return to
the 10-hour day without payment of overtime, and it is dubious that union
officials Would be able to sell such a scheme in the auto industry. .

In addition, big corporations are afraid that the short week, even though
it contains the standard 40 hours, will strengthen union demands for a 30
or 32 hour workweek with no reduction in take-home pay.

The union bureaucrats claim they support a shorter workweek (32 hours)
in order to spread employment—not to provide more leisure. The rank and
file support it for both reasons.

In 1938, the founding convention of the Socialist Workers Party adopted
a program of transitional demands, two of them being the sliding scale of
wages (escalator clause) and the sliding scale of hours with no reduction in
take-home pay.

Not until 1948 was the first escalator clause included in an auto contract;

and even though based on the misleading Consumer Price Index, 1ssuedi

monthly by the Department of Labor, it did a great deal to keep auto work-
ers earning somewhere near the actual cost of living. Then in the 1967 UAW
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Steelworkers Local 5640 picket line at N.Y. head-
quarters of Continental Can.

contract, negotiated by the late Walter Reuther, a limit of 8 cents per year
was placed on the cost-of-living adjustment, paid annually, making it almost
meaningless.

In the 1970 auto contracts, the unlimited cost-of-living clause was restored

. in its original form.

Now the sliding scale of hours with no reduction in take-home pay is be-
ginning to become an issue—an issue with enough rank-and-file support to
make the bureaucrats at least begin to project it as a serious demand.

No wonder the barons of industry are afraid of trying a shorter workweek,
even with 40 hours, and even if they hope such a plan would mean more

productivity and less absenteeism.
— MARVEL SCHOLL
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Calendar

AMHERST, MASS.

. Community Radio Workshop: A radical analysis of

current issues. Every Friday night from 7:30-8:30 p.m.
on WFCR-FM, 88.5. WFCR can be heard in nearly
all of western New England and eastern New York
State. Also on WMAU-FM, 91.1 on Tuesdays from
6:30-7:30 p.m.
: ATLANTA

MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY: BETTER DEAD THAN
WED? A panel discussion commemorating Internation-
ol Women's Day. Fri, March 5, 8 p.m. 1176 1/2
W. Peachtree (14th St.). Donation: $1. Ausp. Militant
Bookstore Forum. For further information, call 876-

2230.

BERKELEY-OAKLAND
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY: WOMEN AS A SO-
CIAL FORCE IN HISTORY. Speakers: Leah Flynn, San
Francisco NOW; Mary Lou Montauk, 1971 SWP can-
didate for Berkeley School Board. Fri., March 5, 8 p.m.
3536 Telegraph Ave., Oakland. Donation: $1, h.s. stu-
dents 50c. Ausp. East Bay Socialist Forum. For further
information, call 654-9728.

BOSTON

VOICES OF DISSENT (formerly Militant Labor Forum
of the Air): Tuesdays, 6-7 p.m. on WTBS-FM, 88.1.
Sundays, 7-8 p.m. on WRBB-FM, 91.7. Tues., March 2
and Sun., March 7: Campaign '71-A Socialist Alter-
native. Guests: Lisa Potash and Mark Friedman. Tues.,
March 9 and Sun., March 14: Conversation with Berno-
dette Devlin.

LA CROSSE, WIS.
RADICALIZATION AND REVOLUTION. Speaker: Lee
Artz, Young Socialist Alliance. Tuesdays, March 9 and
16. 4 p.m. at Newman Center, 1800 State St. Ausp.
Campus Free University.

NEW YORK
CHILE— CAN YOU ELECT A REVOLUTION? Speaker:
Will Reissner, contributor to The Militant. Fri., March
5, 8:30 p.m. 706 Broadway (4th St.), 8th Floor. Dona-
tion: $1, h.s. students 50c. Ausp. Militant Labor Forum.

PHILADELPHIA
COME RAP AND LISTEN. Tapes and discussion every
Thursday, 7 p.m. at 686 N. Broad St. (open to Third
World people only). Thurs., March 4: Black Americans
and the Mideast— a tape by Paul Boutelle. Ausp. Young
Socialist Alliance Tape Library. For further informa-
tion, call Pam Newman at 236-6998.

RIVERSIDE, CALIF. )
THE COMING AMERICAN REVOLUTION. Discussion
leaders: Mark Cates, Woody Diaz, Irv Hall and Jeff
Higgins. Tues., March 9, 7:30 p.m. International Lounge
(University Commons area) U of California at River-
side. Ausp. Revolutionary Socialist Forum. For further
information, call 687-1129.

SEATILE
DILEMMA OF U.S. IMPERIALISM. Speaker: Stephanie
Coontz. Fri,, March 5, 8 p.m. 5257 University Way
N.E. Ausp. Militant Forum. Donation: $1, students and
unemployed 50c¢.

TWIN CIMES
IN DEFENSE OF THE PALESTINIAN REVOLUTION.
Speaker: Peter Buch, author of Zionism and the Arab
Revolution. Fri., March 5, 8 p.m. 1 University Ave.
N.E., Minneapolis. Donation: $1, students 50c. Ausp.
Twin Cities Socialist Forum. For further information,
call 332-7781.

... Boston

Continuved from page 9

was changed from the "Y" to nearby
Northeastern University. The students
at the meeting cited example after ex-
ample of the repressive conditions at
their schools and they decided to call
for a Black student strike and a full
investigation of the Boston high
schools.

On Friday, Feb. 5, as the Black
student strike continued, the Student
Mobilization Committee to End the
War in Vietnam and the Greater Bos-
ton High School Rights Committee
(HSRC) met with the Black Student
Federation and decided to plan a ral-
ly of white students to support the
strike.

On Feb. 12, the strike spread to
Cambridge High and Latin High
School. Schools were closed for va-
cation the week of Feb. 15-19, but
on Monday, Feb. 22, the city-wide
strike was scheduled to continue.

Leon Lock, the head of the Black
Student Federation, has been publicly
denounced by Boston School Com-
mitteeman John J. Craven Jr. as the
biggest "troublemaker" in the Black
student strike and threatened with pos-
sible court action. Craven also at-
tacked the demands of the Black stu-
dents as both "irresponsible” and "im-
practical.”

The Boston School Committee has
threatened legal action against the
BSF for aiding and abetting the strik-
ing students, and against Northeast-
ern University for harboring truant
minors.

The BSF has replied by calling for

_a continuation of the strike and sup-

port for Leon Lock. Both the SMC
and the Greater Boston HSRC con-
sider the School Committee threats as
attempts to deny the Black students
their just demands and to break their
strike by intimidating the leadership.

. « « LAOS

Continved from page 3

ruled out that he ordered the Saigon
troops into Laos knowing full well
they would be cut to pieces but cal-
culating that this might give him a
publicly acceptable "justification" for
sending in U. S. ground forces.

The critical character of the new
developments has evoked a flurry of
political activity in and out of the
halls of Congress by "doves" and past,
present or prospective "peace candi-
dates."

John Conyers Jr. (D-Mich.) ex-
claimed on the House floor, Feb. 4,
"I think something is going on in
this country that is far more profound
than most of our members are ready
to recognize, much-less acknowledge;
and that is that the war in Vietnam
is having a devastating psychological
effect upon the American public. They
are losing faith in this entire system
of government. . . ."

Abner J. Mikva, an Illinois Demo-
crat, declared, ". . . it is not only that
victory in Vietnam is unavailable and
inaccessible . . . it is that the entire
democracy we cherish is in peril."

Robert Drinan, (D-Mass.), stated: "I
am one of the first representatives of
a movement for a new congress. Peo-
ple sent me here to stop this war. . . .
My mail comes in day after day—
'What are you doing, Mr. Congress-
man, to stop this war?'"

But what these politicians propose
falls far short of what is needed. Not
one of them has demanded in Con-
gress, and backed legislation for, an
immediate and unconditional with-
drawal of all U.S. military forces
from all of Southeast Asia.

The most widely supported bill,
called the "Vietnam Disengagement Act
of 1971," cosponsored by 19 senators
and over 50 representatives, calls for
"withdrawal of ... American armed
forces by December 31, 1971."

The renewal of congressional oppo-
sition to Nixon's course in Indochina
is in itself eloquent testimony to the
depth of popular opposition to the
war. These career-conscious poli-
ticians seek to derive political advan-

tage from associating themselves with
this popular sentiment, and at the
same time they hope to provide a
safety valve to avoid a new explosion
of antiwar activity- of the kind that
swept this country last May. They
recognize that this time such an erup-
tion will be even more profound and
more costly to the social system they
defend.

Almost universally, the -capitalist
politicians avoid serious commitment
to the demand for immediate with-
drawal of U. S. forces from Indochina,
because they recognize that the de-
mand constitutes a fundamental chal-
lenge to U.S. imperialist aims there.
They want, at all costs, to avoid the
kind of political showdown that is
implicit in the fight for immediate
withdrawal.

But in seeking to moderate the anti-
war movement by associating them-
selves with it, these politicians run
into a contradiction.

For example, the participation of
prominent political figures in campus
teach-ins will serve to bring together
campus antiwar forces and will inev-
itably provide a forum for advancing
the ideas that are needed for an effec-
tive fight against the war and against
the warmakers.

The demand for immediate, uncon-
ditional withdrawal from Indochina
will make itself heard at these gather-
ings. And so will the discussion of the
need for building giant mass actions
to win that demand.

As the war expands, there is no
way to long contain the enormous
hatred of the war that now permeates
virtually every stratum of American
society. It has welled up -over and over
again. Nixon's latest, and perhaps
most dangerous, escalation virtually
assures a new, unprecedented outcry.

The catalyst for that developing new
wave of mass opposition is the spring
antiwar offensive now underway. The
situation demands and makes possible
an unprecedented wave of organizing
activities and myriad forms of protest
actions all leading to a truly giant
mass march on Washington and San
Francisco April 24. This is the neces-
sary response as Nixon's escalation
carries the war toward China's boun-
daries and a possible nuclear show-
down.
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PROBLEMS OF WOMEN'S LIBERATION

by Evelyn Reed

Fifth, and expanded, edition

“Her anthropological studies are especially acute and knowledge-
able, not only picking up where Engels left off, but documenting
a number of new Marxist concepts in the development of primi-
tive society in a most convincing and erudite fashion.”” — Guardian,
January 2, 1971

Evelyn Reed pinpoints the subjugation of women to the rise of
private property and the development of the family. To those
who have been taught to believe that the oppression of women
and the institution of the family are "“‘natural” to society, this
radical theory is a weapon in the struggle for women's libera-
tion. $3.95, paper $1.45

THE MOD DONNA AND SCYKLON Z

by Myrna Lamb

“The first drama to be widely acclaimed as a women’s liberation
play was 'Mod Donna’ produced last year in New York." — San
Francisco Chronicle, February 2, 1971

This collection of feminist plays by Myrna Lamb is “consciousness
raising’ in its most dramatic form. Natalie Gittelson of Harper’s
Bazaar wrote of The Mod Donna, "It dared to pull back the rug,
exposing in bittersweet, somewhat Brechtian style, the corruption
and mutual exploitation that rots marriage.”” Scyklon Z is a cycle
of six one-acts, including But What Have You Done For Me Lately?
now performed as street theater by women's liberation groups
throughout the country. $5.95, paper $2.25

Join the UNG
SOCIALIST ALLIANCE!

If you support the antiwar movement, the women's liberation movement
and the struggles for Black and Brown self-determination —if you support
the Cuban and the Arab revolutions —if you support the fight for socialist
democracy in the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe and China—if you want

Write for our free women's liberation catalog. a socialist America — then you belong in the YSA!

PATHFINDER PRESS, 873 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, NEW YORK
10003 v

BLAGK
LIBERATION
LITERATUR

A Transitional Program for Black

_lwant to join the YSA,

_lwould like more information.

—Enclosed is $.75 for Introduction to the YSA.
NAME
ADDRESS ' ciy
STATE ZIP PHONE

Clip and send to YSA, P. O. Box 471 Cooper Sta., N.Y,, N.Y. 10003

Classified

INTERCONTINENTAL PRESS. Weekly magazine rec-
ommended by the United Secretariat of the Fourth
International. Specializes in political analysis and
interpretation of events on all continents from the
revolutionary Marxist point of view. Special features
include translations of hard-to-get documents of

Marxism is not

interest to the entire left, book reviews, notices of
pamphlets, etc. Has been first to publish in English

various rare articles by Leon Trotsky. $15 for one
year. Or try 26 issues for only $7.50. Box 116,
Village Post Office Station, New York, N.Y. 10014.

GAY FLAMES LITERATURE AVAILABLE. YSA supports
Gay Liberation! Right on! For political essays, person-
al testimony, poems, etc. on Gay Lliberation, send
for Gay Liberation literature packet. $1.25. Gay
Flames, Box 410 Old Chelsea Sta., New York, N.Y.
10011.

New York
BERNADETTE DEVLIN

“The Irish Fight for Freedom and Socialism”

Sun., March 7, 7:30 p.m. Hotel Diplomat, 108 W.
43rd St. Donation: $1. Sponsors: International So-
Mcialists and NYU chapter of New University Con-

Calendar and Classified ad rates: 75¢

per line of 56-character-wide typewrit-
ten copy. Display ad rates: $10.00 per
column inch ($7.50 if comera-ready ad

Liberation

Arising out of the experiences of
the Black community, the nation-
alist movement needs to develop
a program to take control over
the specific institutions within the
Black community. This pamphlet
outlines a comprehensive pro-
gram, and discusses the need for
an independent, Black political
party. 25¢

The Black Uprisings

by Paul Boutelle, Derrick Mor-
rison, George Novack and Law-
rence Stewart

H. Rap Brown called the 1967 up-
risings in Detroit and Newark
“dress rehearsals for revolution.”
This collection includes eyewitness
reports, and an analysis of the

an academic question.
international

In the February issue:
CHICANO LIBERATION AND THE REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH by Mirta Vidal.
An examination of the history and revolutionary thrust of the Chicano move-
ment and the role for youth in this struggle.

LENIN AS ELECTION CAMPAIGN MANAGER by Doug Jenness. The electoral
policy of the Bolshevik Party is analyzed and related to the current role of
revolutionaries in the electoral arena.

LEON TROTSKY AND THE NEW RISE IN WORLD REVOLUTION by Joseph
Hansen. A review of perspectives for revolution in the 20th century, illustrating
the power and relevance of Trotsky for the present generation of revolution-

aries.
. . r r r r s r r r r v rr I 5 J [ |
O ENCLOSED IS $1.00 FOR SPECIAL THREE MONTH INTRODUCTORY OFFER

uprisings from an international CLIP AND MAIL TO: O ENCLOSED IS $5.00 FOR ONE YEAR (11 ISSUES)

perspective. 25¢ INTERNATIONAL
SOCIALIST REVIEW NAME

o 14 CHARLES LANE ADDRESS
Pathfinder Press NEW YORK NY 10014 CITY

873 Broadway, New York 10003 STATE

is enclosed). Payment must be included
with ads. The Militant is published each
week on Friday. Deadlines for ad copy:
Friday, one week preceding publication,
for Classified and display ads; Tuesday
noon, three days preceding publication,
for Calendar ads.
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Partial viciory for ‘Montreal Five'

By ROBERT DUMONT

TORONTO— Seventeen persons ac-
cused of belonging to or aiding the
outlawed Quebec Liberation Front
(FLQ) come up for trial in Montreal
Marck 1. The charges, brought under
the Trudeau government's Public Or-
der Act, carry a maximum penalty of
five years' imprisonment.

Among the alleged FLQers are the
"Montreal Five"—trade union leader
Michel Chartrand, author Pierre Val-
lieres, teacher Charles Gagnon, lawyer
Robert Lemieux and ex-Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation producer
Jacques Larue-Langlois.

On Feb. 12, the charges of seditious
conspiracy against the Five were
quashed on a ruling by Mr. Justice
Roger Ouimet. The ruling came as
something of a surprise. No sooner
was the judge's decision announced
than the prosecutor asked that the
court adjourn—so that he might con-
sult the acting attorney-general, Pre-
mier Robert Bourassa!

Was the prosecutor simply putting
on an act to suggest that Bourassa
wasn't already aware of the decision
to quash the charges? Whatever the
case, the Quebec government, and be-
hind it the Trudeau government in
Ottawa, have good reason to be
alarmed at the way the political show
trials in Montreal are going for them.
The victory of the Montreal Five was
a big blow to the authorities' attempts
to frame these leading defendants.

The Five had argued their motion
to quash the charges, on political
grounds —the obvious phoniness of
the alleged "apprehended insurrection”
claimed by Trudeau when he invoked
the War Measures Act— and on legal
grounds —the vague and imprecise
nature of the charges.

While Mr. Justice Ouimet based his
ruling on the strictly legal aspect, there
is no doubt that political factors

weighed heavily in his decision. How,
after all, can the charges be made
more "precise” when they lack sub-
stance altogether?
The fact is that the trials— even be-
fore they got seriously underway with
the selection of juries, etc. —had back-
fired on the government. Facing in-
creasing political embarrassment over
their obvious inability to produce any
evidence to back their charges, the au-
thorities had been forced toback down.

Despite this setback to its witch-hunt
campaign, the government is proceed-
ing with its equally phony attempt
to prove that a small number of peo-
ple—those accused of FLQ member-
ship — were responsible for the Octo-
ber crisis.

Some have already been tried on

FLQ charges. Come Leblanc, a 22-

year-old unemployed laborer, has
been convicted of "promoting or ad-
vocating the aims of the FLQ," and
was sentenced Feb. 15 to 10 months
in jail. He is appealing his case. In
a related case, Pierre Demers, charged
with armed robbery to raise money
for the FLQ between December 1969

Toronto demonsirohon Feb 7 in suppori of Quebec pohhcol prlsoners

and February 1970, was sentenced
Feb. 10 to 12 years. His co-accused,
Robert Hudon and Marc-Andre Gagne,
are already serving 23 years and 25
years respectively on similar charges.

Meanwhile, Robert Lemieux, one of
the Montreal Five and lawyer for
many of the alleged FLQers, faces
threats by the Quebec Bar Associa-
tion, which controls the legal profes-
sion, to deprive him of his right to
practice law. Lemieux is one of the
very few lawyers who have been will-
ing to defend persons accused of po-
litical crimes.

Lemieux and Michel Chartrand have
been released on bail. Larue-Langlois
had already received bail. Although
they face the same charges, Vallieres
and Gagnon were refused bail on Feb.
19.

. "All these charges are a monumental
farce,"” Michel Chartrand told an im-
provised news conference Feb. 16 as
he was released in the provincial po-
lice headquarters. "The government
needs scapegoats to justify the mea-
sures it took. In four months, not one
of the accused has yet been found
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guilty of having been a member of
the FLQ. There are still about 10
of them in the cells upstairs, includ-
ing three young guys from Manitoba!"

Chartrand denounced the court's re-
fusal to grant bail to Vallieres and
Gagnon. "They can't make the pop-
ulation believe that two guys alone
can make a revolution. A regime
which imprisons its artists and poets
begins to resemble the Greece of the
colonels."

Chartrand said that in his opinion
the trade-union movement should re-
spond by stepping up its political ac-
tion.

In a related development, four so-
cialist activists were acquitted Feb. 18
of having violated a city ordinance
by distributing leaflets opposing the
presence of Canadian occupying
forces in Quebec during the 24-hour
period preceding last fall's mayoral
elections in Montreal. The deféndants
in this case were Manon Leger, may-
oral candidate of the Ligue Socialiste
Ouvriere in those elections, and three
of her supporters.

Labor Chullene photo

Black profs, Devlin support Angela Davis

NEW YORK — Support for Angela
Davis' defense continues to mount. On
Feb. 21, Bernadette Devlin, Irish so-
cialist and member of the British Par-
liament from Northern Ireland, ex-
pressed support for Davis by visiting
her in the Marin County jail. Devlin
is on a speaking tour of the U.S.

Previous to this, 12 African-Ameri-
can law professors from 11 colleges
organized a panel to "provide advice
and counsel” to the defense of Angela
Davis. Formation of the panel was
announced in January by the Nation-
al Conference of Black Lawyers.

The professors include: Paul E. Mil-
ler, dean of the Howard University
Law School; Charles Jones, Rutgers
University; John Baker, Yale Univer-
sity; Derrick Bell, Harvard; Leroy
Clark, New York University; Charles
Donegan, State University at Buffalo;
William Gould, Wayne State Univer-
sity, Detroit; Clarence Laing, Boston
University; Henry W. McGee Jr.,
UCLA; Charles Quick, University of
Illinois; Herbert Reid, Rutgers; and
Kenneth Tollett, University of Colo-
rado.

In a Feb. 14 article in the Washing-
ton, D.C., Sunday Star, Dean Miller

of Howard U related why the panel

was formed. The following are ex-
cerpts from that article:
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"A great number of persons and
some organizations, including the
news media, have asked why 12 Black
law professors from 11 different law
schools have joined together to pro-
vide advice and counsel to Angela
Davis through her attorney. Some of
those who inquired have expressed
amazement and open displeasure at
the idea of prominent Black legal
scholars banding together to aid an
avowed Communist.

"Others have discerned in this joint
effort a sinister plot to foster the forces
of revolution and subversion against
the established order. Still others have
unhappily suggested that a kind of
taint or guilt by association is sure
to follow as retribution for this un-
wise decision to act in such a political
trial. All have unwittingly revealed
that they either know little or care
little about the legal imperatives of
the Bill of Rights to our Constitution.

"Implicit in the statements of these
critics is an unfavorable judgment of
Miss Davis' political views and a sug-
gestion that only those who share her
beliefs in a certain ideology would
come to her defense. It is startling in
this era to find people who still seri-
ously believe that a lawyer defending
a person's right to a fair trial is auto-
matically defending that person's ideo-
logy or opinions.

"It is plain that when the political
powers-that-be decide that someone or
some group of people is engaged in
activities inconsistent with what those
powers admit as proper conduct, the
offenders must be punished or forced
to abandon that impermissible con-
duct.

"If it takes suspension or repression
of constitutional rights and guaran-
tees to achieve this punishment, then
it is done with the rationalization that
it is necessary to protect the interest
of the 'whole society' or the 'silent
majority' or whatever, against the in-
terests of individual offenders.

"To set the record straight, w¢have
not joined together to champion ideo-
logy. This has not been a considera-
tion at all. I neither know nor care
what political views other members
of our panel hold. To me, and I hope
to each of the individual panel mem-
bers, what Miss Davis espouses, what
political 'bag' she is in, and what
and who her associates are, are ir-
relevant. What is relevant and impor-
tant is our deep belief in the sound-
ness and sanctity of the principle that
any American citizen, irrespective of
color, political belief, race, class or
economic station, is entitled to all the
privileges, rights and immunities in-
cident to that citizenship. We are deter-

mined to live by that principle and
in the practice of law to honorit. . . ."

By JAMES LITTLE

and BARBARA PETERSON

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 24— A meet-
ing called in defense of Angela Davis
was locked out of Martin Luther King
Jr. Memorial Hall at Cal State L. A.
on Feb. 19. Students coming to attend
were met by campus police and told
that President John A. Greenlee had
personally instructed them not to un-
lock the doors for this meeting.

Students meeting in Washington,
D.C., at the national conference of
the Student Mobilization Committee to
End the War in Vietnam (SMC) unan-
imously agreed to send a telegram to
Greenlee protesting his action. Letters
of protest should be sent to President
John A. Greenlee at Cal State L.A.,
State College Dr., Los Angeles, Calif.
90032.

Students at Cal State are organizing
to turn back this attack on their rights.
A broad coalition of student organi-
zations has called for another meeting
for the defense of Angela Davis. Par-
ticipants in the coalition include: Black
Action Coalition, Movimiento Estudi-
antil de Chicanos de Aztlan, Young
Socialist Alliance, Asian-American Stu-
dent Alliance, Radical Zionist Union,
and SMC.
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