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Lindsay move to bar socialists
rom ballot evokes wide protest
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In Greece, ‘the bell tolls for all men’

Greek political prisoners

experience tragic ordeal

Parthenios Prison Camp
Leros, Greece

[The following appeal was smuggled
out of the prison camp, and a Militant
reader in this country forwarded it to
us for publication.]

The dictatorship is afraid of the silent
testimony of the dead. That is why it
has put all its efforts into the organizing
of camps, which are slowly and me-
thodically accomplishing the spiritual
death of their prisoners. Rigid isola-
tion has been imposed on us. All the
bridges of communication with the out-
side world have been cut.

We are mobilizing our last strength
to avoid the total destruction of man
in us. The extent of the daily torment
assumes tragic dimensions if one re-
members that until the day of our ar-
rest we were fully operating as social
and professional units, with numerous
ties and family relationships.

Such a deep trench is dug around us
that we cannot even appeal to the tra-
ditional administration of "justice." To
our tormentors we are ex-citizens and
ex-men. For us there is no ministry of

Fan mail for Evelyn Reed

San Francisco, Calif.
Have just read the wonderful pam-
phlet, "Problems of Women's Liberation,"
by Evelyn Reed. It is a splendid con-
tribution to the women's movement, and
I shall do everything possible to per-
sonally promote it.
E M.

Appreciates SDS articles

Toronto, Ontario
After reading the daily papers, one
has to turn to The Militant to get the
truth about what is happening in the
world around us. The articles on the
splits in SDS are very interesting and
I hope they can win people over to
The Militant and its views. Your articles
on the antiwar movement and black
liberation struggle are the only real in-
formation on what is happening in the
USA. '
Keep up the good work.
M.S.

 Letters from

__This column is an open forum
for all viewpoints on subjects of
‘general interest to our readers.
_Please keep your letters brief, Where
necessary they will be abridged.
Writers’ initials will be used, names
_being withheld unless authorization

is given for use.

justice, no attorney, no court of appeal.
We are captives of one organization
only, the GDEA, which is our law-
giver, our minister, our judge and our
defense. These men hold the threads of
our fate. Amidst daily insecurity, un-
certainty and anguished expectation of
even worse, we feel envy for the 'privi-
leges' enjoyed by ordinary criminals,
who are guaranteed at least the rights
of convicted murderers and robbers —
we, the convicts without a charge, we,
the scientists, writers, journalists, poets,
laborers, farmers, elected union and
civic leaders, and members of parlia-
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The flag of Greece

ment.

For us, time does not exist; our tor-
ture is "everlasting,” like that of
Prometheus. Here in this corner of the
earth who knows for how many years
we shall hear the cries of the vultures
tearing out our heart?

Our ordeal indeed has the dimensions
of the tragic, especlally since a signed
statement from us is enough to open
the doors of our prison. For two years
we have looked the Greek peoplestraight
in the eyes, have remembered the bitter
faces of our wives and orphaned
children and have kept ourselves erect
against brute force. We steadily say
"No!" to slavery and hold up the torch
that lights free people — the torch of dig-
nity, democracy and justice.

For we feel that when freedom was
murdered in Greece the shots wereheard
throughout the world. Don't ask for
whom the bell tolls. It tolls mournfully
for all men, for human dignity.

That is why today, the second anni-
versary of our imprisonment, we make
this appeal to the citizens of the world —
to you, whose assistance, honest voices
and fighting protests give us the right
of this appeal.

Greek political prisoners
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What the UAW gave up

Detroit, Mich.

Until 1967, the UAW contracts in-
cluded cost-of-living escalator clauses,
guaranteeing that we would get pay
increases every three months commen-
surate with the rise in the cost of living
so that our real wages would remain
the same despite inflation.

The UAW "compromised” with the big
three auto makers on the escalator
clause in 1967. In our shop, however,
we maintained the old formula. This
formula did have its own short-
comings —especially since the increases
are based on the federal Bureau of La-
bor Statistics monthly estimate of living
costs, which always understates in-
creases in the cost of living. Neverthe-
less, the gains in our shop, allowing
our wages to keep pace with inflation,
have been significant. Our quarterly
raises were five cents an hour during
each of the last two quarters and totaled
32 cents an hour over the past two
years.

Since it seems impossible for any two
persons to agree on the reading and
meaning of the escalator clause of the
Big Three, it would be interesting to
hear from a UAW member how much
they received in money since Sept. 1967
compared with our shop's 32 cents,
netted under the formula in old UAW

contracts.
F.V.

Self-determination for a black and Puerto Rican school district in Brooklyn

Brooklyn, N.Y.

The struggle for community control
of education pressed urgently onward
as the new school year began with
mass meetings and sit-ins in District
13 in Brooklyn, where the black com-
munity is demanding the appointment
of Louis Walker as their district su-
perintendent. For nearly aweek, parents
and students sat in at the District 13
offices at 44 Court Street to make their
demands known. Although the press
reported the sit-in, it was negligent in
reporting the harassment those sitting-
in suffered with the air-conditioning cut
off, phones disconnected, garbage un-
collected, and an attack by the cops
one night on a 16-year-old student who
was allegedly in possession of a
machete.

Louis Walker, the choice of the black
and Puerto Rican community, is cur-
rently acting principal of Special School
85, a school for "disciplinary problems."
Nathan Brown, the acting superinten-
dent of schools, in total disregard for
and defiance of the needs and desires
of the community, said that a meeting
of principals and heads of schools de-
cided that Louis Walker was not the
choice of the board of education for the

new District 13 school superintendent.
The ostensible reason for Mr. Walker's
unacceptability is that he lacks three
credit hours in a course called "Tests
and Measurements."

On the first day of school a com-
munity meeting of District 13 took place
at which Margaret Campbell, Parent
Association Council president, spoke,
along with Rhody McCoy and Louis
Walker. Mrs. Campbell emphasized
that the struggle of the 26 schools in
District 13 for self-determination is not
an isolated one, but that its outcome
will affect success of schools in the entire
city as their struggles ensue. She said
that "'doing your thing' must be an
Establishment phrase” because ‘it
doesn't work that way." She said that
the community will succeed only if
united. Mr. Walker, who addressed the
audience of over 200 people, answered
questions dealing with community prob-
lems. He stated that nothing can pos-
sibly be accomplished without a
"partnership" of parents, students (many
of whom were present) and teachers.
One student from the all-black Boys
High School voiced the sentiments of
his student body when he appealed to
Mr. Walker's efforts to improve edu-

cation after becoming the administrator
of District 13. "We at Boys High," he
said "are tired of promises for quality
education, and must see something ac-
complished fast. Only 50 academic dip-
lomas are awarded each year, out of

an enrollment of 2,700."

The supporters of Louis Walker col-
lected $105 at the meeting to get ma-
terial printed and posters and leaflets
out to publicize their demands.

Martha Harris

0O | would like more information

Name . . . . . . .

Address . . . . . .
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IF YOU SUPPORT THE ANTIWAR MOVEMENT, THE
BLACK LIBERATION STRUGGLE, THE FIGHT FOR SO-
CIALIST DEMOCRACY IN EASTERN EUROPE, A SO-
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Young Socialist Alliance, Box 471 Cooper Station, New York, N.Y. 10003.
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Black community resists
racist cops in Camden

BY MAREEN JASIN

CAMDEN, N.J.— Recent police inva-
sions of the black community and frame-
up arrests of black leaders have met
with resistance and united opposition
from the community. Like most of the
U.S., this 28-percent-black industrial
city of 100,000 across the Delaware
River from Philadelphia was experienc-
ing a "cool” summer until Sept 2.

That night, a small battle between
citizens and police erupted in the South
Camden ghetto when the cops allegedly
tried to break up a sidewalk fight and
got showered with bricks and fists. The
next night, Sept. 3, a similar small
"disturbance" occurred when police were
trying to apprehend a "fugitive." All

Sine
the available police power was then
mobilized in the area.

Residents responded by building bar-
ricades of trash piled in the streets and
forming human barricades. Gunfire
broke out. A policeman and 15-year-
old Marie McDonald were killed. Many
were injured by bullets in the armed
conflict that lasted through the night.

Using the South Camden ghetto re-
volt as an excuse, the cops conducted
simultaneous raids at dawn, Sept. 9,
at the headquarters of the Black Peo-
ple's Unity Movement (BPUM) and the
homes of its leaders. They sledgeham-
mered their way into the headquarters,
methodically ransacking all the rooms
and destroying equipment in the three-
story building. Among those arrested
were the two Dunbar brothers, Omar and
Delores Daves, and Charles Davis. The
cops allege to have confiscated from
the BPUM headquarters narcotics and
an arsenal consisting of one shotgun,
swords, bows and arrows, daggers, four-
foot-long spears and a battle-ax. The
five are charged with possession of dead-

ly weapons, inciting to violence and phy-
sical damage, contributing to the de-
linquency of children and conspiracy,
most of the charges allegedly stemming
from the night of the barricades.

In response to the armed-to-the-teeth
police offensive, a unity meeting with
an overflow crowd of 500 was held
the evening of Sept. 8 at the Parkside
Catholic Church. Organizations pre-
sent included the NAACP, CORE,
BPUM, the Welfare Rights Organization
and the OEO.

Referring to the singling out of BPUM
for attack and decapitation by city auth-
orities, Mike Edwards, a militant, 22-
year-old BPUM spokesman, said, "The
pigs are out to get people who are speak-
ing for the needs of black people." He
stressed the need for unity and self-
defense, quoting from Malcolm X on
the subject.

Edwards stated that five witnesses saw
a policeman shoot Marie McDonald.
A petition demanding the suspension of
three cops for brutality during the Sept.
3 armed police attack has been rejected
by the mayor.

Undaunted by this, the representatives
of the black community at the meeting
decided to initiate plans to force the
recall of Mayor Nardi, Police Chief
Arakett and the infamous public-safety
director, Harold Melleby, who began his
vendetta against the BPUM two years
ago in his former capacity as police
chief.

The black community is circulating
petitions in an attempt to get the 19,000
signatures required to place a referen-
dum for recall of Melleby, Arakett and
Nardi on the ballot. Other proposals
being disucssed include possible plans
to shut down all construction in Camden
and to stop work at Camden's two major
industrial plants— Campbell Soup and
RCA —until the police chief, the major
and the public-safety director resign.

— A new book

LEON TROTSKY
The Man and His Work

Reminiscences and Appraisals

By: Joseph Hansen, James P. Cannon, Natalia
Sedov Trotsky, Jan van Heijenoort, Farrell Dobbs,
Li Fu-jen, Charles Cornell, John G. Wright, Ernest
Germain, Alfred Rosmer, Pierre Frank, George
Novack, Rosa Lluxemburg, Larissa Reissner, Karl
Radek, Anatoly V. Lunacharsky, Adolf Joffe, Victor
Serge.
paperback $2.45

Merit Publishers
873 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 10003

City Quota  NewSubs
Binghamton, N.Y. 40 19
Providence, R.I. 40 17
Lawrence, Kan. 30 H
Detroit, Mich. 275 72
Cleveland, Ohio 250 34
Boston, Mass. 275 37
Champaign, Il 30 4
San Francisco, Calif. 250 26
Boulder, Colo. 30 3
Kansas City, Mo. 30 3
Phoenix, Ariz. 30 3
St. Louis, Mo. 30 3
Atlanta, Ga. 125 11
Houston, Texas 50 4
New York, N.Y. 425 35
Philadelphia, Pa. 200 14
Los Angeles, Calif. 275 14
Albany, N.Y. 25 1
Carbondale, il 25 1
Antioch College, Ohio 30 i
Bloomington, In. 30 1

Militant-Young Socialist
subscription scoreboard

Twin Cities, Minn. 200 4
Austin, Texas 150 3
Washington, D.C. 75 2
Washtenaw Co., Mich. 50 1
Chicago, I 275 5
Seattle, Wash. 150 2
Berkeley, Calif. 225 3
Madison, Wis. 75 0
San Diego, Calif. 45 0
DeKalb, Il 40 0
Hayward, Calif. 40 0
Gainesville, Fla. 35 0
Newark, N.J. 35 0
Chapel Hill-Durham, N.C. 30 0
East Lansing, Mich. 30 0
Greenvale, N.Y. 25 0
Kent, Ohio 25 0
Logan, Utah 25 0
Portland, Ore. 20 0
Lexington, Ky 10 0
General 105 18
Total 4160 352
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Pentagon makes
concession to

Gl legal rights

By Michael Smith

(The author is a Detroit attorney active
in defending the constitutional rights of
U. S. servicemen.)

A letter concerning Pentagon - policy
towards manifestations of dissent in the
Army and signed by the Adjutant General,
Major General Kenneth G. Wickham, has
been sent to all commanders-in-chief and
commanding generals in the U.S. Army.
The policy statement, which is tantamount
to an Army regulation, is of crucial im-
portance to the GI antiwar movement in
that it lays out guidelines regarding pos-
session and distribution of political ma-
terials, coffee houses, servicemen's unions,
publication of underground newspapers,
on-post demonstrations by civilians, off-
post demonstrations by soldiers, and griev-
ances.

The letter was sent on May 28, a date
that coincided with the reduction of
sentences of the Presidio men and the
release of the remaining Ft. Jackson 8.

The letter states, "It is important to rec-
ognize that the question of 'soldier dissent'
is linked with the Constitutional right of
free speech and that the Army's reaction
to such dissent will — quite properly —con-
tinue to receive much attention in the news
media.” The letter warns that any heavy-
handed or arbitrary action may reflect
adversely”. . . on the image and standing

L of the Army with the American public."
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ARMY SETS RULES
ON TROOP DISSENT

Tells Officers to Use Only
‘Minimum Restraints’

By ROBERT M. SMITH
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Sept. 11—
The Army has laid down guide-
lines for its principal command-
ing officers as to how to handle
dissent among their troops, re-
quiring officers “to impose
only such minimum restraints
as are necessary to enable the
Army to perform its mission.”
Specifically, the memoran- |
dum deals with the possession
and distribution of political ma
terials, coffeehouses, service-
men’s unions, underground
newspapers and demonstra-

tions by soldiers and civilians.
Basically, the memorandum;
establishes Army policy “to’
safeguard the service mem-
ber’s right of expression to the
maximum extent possible.”
The memorandum was writ-
ten by authority of the Secre-
tary of the Army, Stanley R.

Resor, and was_signed by the
Adjutant General, Ma]. _Gen.
Renneth G, Wickham.

It was jssued at the end of

Ma commanders in
the continenta ~'Umteii States,
Alaska, Europe and the Pacific.

NEWS BEAT. It used to be a standing joke among radicals that
the movement press couldn’t survive without the New York Times.
And in periods like the McCarthy era, there was substance to the
joke. But today the links with movements of struggle enjoyed by a
paper like ours provide a certain advantage over the capitalist media.
Our reporting of the antiwar, campus and third-world movements
has far more of a first-hand quality than the Times could ever hope
for. And sometimes links with movements, like the one among GIs,

make for scoops like the one depicted above.

The moral of it all

is that if you don’t want your friends to wait months for the news
to show up in the Times, sell them one of our introductory sub-

scriptions.

Drive for new readers
opens with 352 subs

BY BEVERLY SCOTT
Militant Business Manager

When we announced last week that we
were opening a drive to get 4,000 new
readers for The Militant and the Young
Socialist by Nov. 15, we predicted a
good response. The first results con-
firm this. In fact, it promises to be our
most successful circulation effort in
years.

With the drive officially only three
days old we already have 352 new sub-
scribers!

Sparking the drive is the Motor City.
Assigned a quota of 225 subscriptions,
Detroit has already turned in 72. And
they've decided we underestimated the
potential of the movement there and
have upped their quota by 50, for a
grand total of 275.

In first place in terms of the per-
centage of quota met is the Harpur
College YSA in Binghamton, N.Y. This
is not surprising since Gary Wurtzel
has just taken office as president of the
student government there after being
elected last spring as the candidate of
the Young Socialist Alliance.

In a note accompanying their first
19 subs, Harpur YSAers report good
sub sales from a campus table and
advise, "It looks like we'll reach the

full quota in no time. School doesn't
even open until Tuesday."

After their opening rush, we assume
Harpur will want to reconsider so
modest a quota.

The spread of radicalism is also
making it possible to reach out to as
yet largely untapped areas of the coun-
try. For instance, an at-large member
of the YSA in Lexington, Ky., intends
to secure at least 10 new readers for
The Militant and Young Socialist in his
area. And down in Houston, Texas,
a couple of pioneering SWPers and
YSAers have advised us they will be
getting at least 50 new readers in the
area before the drive is over.

A final note: In New York, a young
black woman walked into the Militant
Labor Forum bookstore one evening
recently and began going over the liter-
ature with the enthusiasm of someone
who's struck gold. Members of the New
York SWP-YSA third-world fractionhad
just finished meeting, and she was de-
lighted to join some of them for coffee
and discussion.

What had brought her up? A dis-
carded Militant had caught her eye on
the street and she had taken it home.
"It was," she said, "just what I've been
looking for."

She's not the only one.
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Roots of the struggle

for freedom

in Northern Ireland

with England.

is Protestant.

mont in Belfast.

50 years.

The partition of Ireland into two sections was imposed by
England during the 1916-1922 Irishrevolutionary struggle against
British rule. At that time, the 26 counties of Eire were declared
formally independent of England. Six counties in the northern
province of Ulster (now called Northern Ireland) remained as
a small English-controlled enclave which remains politically united

Eire is 95 percent Catholic. In Northern Ireland, the majority

Northern Ireland is ruled by the English Parliament, with certain
lesser powers (housing, police, and other aspects of local govern-
ment) being delegated to the Ulster Parliament which sits at Stor-

Politically, Northern Ireland is virtually a police state. A Special
Powers Act passed by the British Parliament in 1922 gives the
Stormont government the right to arrest without warrant, imprison
without charge or trial, enter homes without a warrant, deny
trial by jury, prohibit the circulation of any newspaper and arrest
anyone who does anything deemed prejudicial to the preservation
of “order” in Northern Ireland. There can be no inquest in cases
where those detained under the Special Powers Act die in prison.

The Stormont government is controlled by a Protestant society
known as the Loyal Orange Order, a fascist-like anti-Catholic,
anti-Semitic organization of some 100,000 members. The Loyal
Orange Order founded and has helped to maintain the Protestant-
controlled Unionist Party which has ruled Northern Ireland for

By GERRY FOLEY

[The following is an excerpted version
of a speech on the rebellion in Ireland
given by Gerry Foley of the staff of
Intercontinental Press, at a Sept. 5 Mil-
itant Labor Forum meeting in New
York.]

The resistance of the oppressed Cath-
olic minority in Northern Ireland has
demonstrated to the entire world the
inflammable material which has accum-
ulated during centuries of English op-
pression.

At this time, most of the large Ca-
tholic communities in Northern Ireland
remain barricaded. They are defended
and governed by neighborhood defense
associations. Decisions are madeinsome
areas by mass assemblies. Free radio
stations and barricades' bulletins pub-
lished by the fighters in the insurrec-
tionary communities compete with the
capitalist news media.

What touched off such desperate and
far-reaching struggle by an entire peo-
ple?

The leaders of the civil rights campaign
estimate the Catholic minority in North-
ern Ireland at nearly 40 percent of the
population. It is a deprived and humil-
iated population. The dominant pro-
perty and business interests are in the
hands of the descendants of the Pro-
testants who were settled there by Eng-
lish power in the 17th century to serve
as a permanent English garrison in
Ireland. The Catholics are mostly work-
ers or poor peasants.

The unemployment rate among Cath-

olics is estimated at 30 percent. Since
the local government units are in the
hands of the Protestants, Catholics are
forced into crowded ghettds. This op-
pressed minority has been kept "in its
place” by repeated brutal pogroms.
There were massive pogroms in theearly
1920s during the Irish struggle for in-
dependence from England and again
in 1935, when the Anglo-Irish ruling
class in Northern Ireland fanned hat-
reds between Catholics and Protestants
in order to divide the radicalized work-
ers. Some sources estimate that close to
100 Catholics have been in effect lynch-
ed since 1920.

The rebellion in Northern Ireland fol-
lows the tradition of working-class rev-
olutions since the Paris Commune. Work-
ing-class people are fighting to defend
themselves against the violence of the
ruling class and have created their own
defense force and, in a limited way,
embryonic forms of their own govern-
ment. The dynamism of the struggle
moves in the direction of workers' pow-
er.

The very fact that the class struggle
in Northern Ireland seems to take the
form of a religious struggle—in fact
a conflict between historical communities
defined on a religious basis —tends to
make revolutionaries outside Ireland
indifferent to the fight going on there,
to think that it has nothing to do with
the world socialist revolution.

Nothing could be more false! The
revolt in Northern Ireland is not only
a part of the world strpggle for social-
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A MASS STRUGGLE. Ghetto dwellers in Northern Ireland are united
in resisting pogrom-like attacks. Children join in preparing defense.

ism in the objective sense; it is at this
moment an explosive front in thatstrug-
gle. The active resistance in the North,
and the lightning radicalization it has
produced in the South, constitute a strug-
gle against capitalism, against the pe-
culiar form capitalism and capitalist
exploitation have taken in Ireland.

Marx said that "capital is born drip-
ping from head to foot, fromevery pore,
with blood and filth." This is especially
true in Ireland, where the capitalist sys-
tem was introduced by genocide, where
one of the most ancient and original
cultures in Europe was destroyed, where
even the Gaelic language and identity
of the survivors were eliminated.

Although the English invasion of Ire-
land came very early—in the latter
part of the 12th century —the English
could not subdue the island until the
17th century. The reason was that what
was involved in the English conquest
was not the conquest of one nation or
people by another larger and better
organized one, as the bourgeois his-
torians portray it, but a fundamental
conflict of antagonistic social systems.

Up until the mid-17th century, a deeply
rooted system of primitive collectivism or
tribal landholding existed in Ireland.
The relative isolation of the island and
the ingrained equalitarianism of Celtic
civilization gave tribal collectivism such
vitality in Ireland that it could survive
centuries of war against a great power.
After thé initial shock of the invasion,
the Irish clan system absorbed and de-
feated the assault of the Anglo-Norman
feudal system, the most advanced and
best organized feudalism in Europe. By
the beginning of the 15th century, Eng-
lish power in Ireland had been reduced
to a few small enclaves.

The real conquest of Ireland began
with the rise of the absolute monarchy
in England, with the Tudors, a system
representing an incipient form of bour-
geois society, a relatively centralized
form of society with resources far in
advance of medieval feudalism.

The conquest of Ireland by England
was completed under the revolutionary
bourgeois regime of Cromwellin a series
of wars which, along with the ac-
companying famines and plagues, are
estimated to have eliminated five-sixths
of the native Celtic population.

History shows that every rising class,
every newly dominant group thatcarries
out a social revolution, projects an ide-
ology that expresses its interests. The
ideology of rising English capitalism, of
the English capitalist class thatextermin-
ated Celtic civilization in Ireland, was
Protestantism.

The war of private property against
collective property took the form of a
holy war. The English conquerors re-

garded Ireland as a land which had
been granted to them by God. The
"heathen” Catholics were forbidden to
hold property and were denied all rights.
All the secular political institutions of
the Irish, the clans, the bardic orders,
etc., were destroyed. The only institution
left that in any way represented the de-
spoiled and oppressed native population
was the Catholic church.

It should be remembered thattheloyal-
ty of the Irish to the Catholic Church
is an expression of the way capitalism
was introduced and maintained in Ire-
land. The religious division in Ireland
did not originate there. It was intro-
duced by the conquering power. The Pro-
testant community has represented a co-
lonial ascendancy. From the beginning,
it was fearful of the native Catholic
population and developed a quasiracist
mentality. In many ways this prejudice
resembles racism against Afro-Ameri-
cans in the U.S. Catholics are referred
to by Irish Protestants as "animals,”
"lazy," "dirty," etc.

As a response to this whole history of
oppression, Irish nationalism is emin-
ently revolutionary. In a sense, the Irish
nation only truly exists when Ireland is
in rebellion, because it is only then that
the heritage and memory of the long
struggle becomes an active political
force. It is only then that the Irish people
are really Irish, and ifyou wantto assess
them as a people, you must judge them
at those times, when they spontaneously
seek to recover the past that has been
taken from them. '

The present upsurge is the first really
mass rebellion in Irish history. The
independence struggle which rose to a
peak in 1916-1922 was carried on by
a relatively small group of disciplined
guerrilla fighters. This new mass char-
acter of the struggle in Northern Ireland
reflects the fact that Irish society has
now become essentially an urban society.
The dominant class is no longer the
peasantry, but the working class, a class
which by its very nature is concentrated
and relatively homogeneous — especial-
ly in Northern Ireland.

Thus, the nationalist struggle in Ire-
land has come full circle. It began as
a defense of a classless society of pri-
mitive collectivism against the onslaught
of English class society. Today it is
being carried out as a mass struggle
of the working class, and the logic of
that struggle is in the direction of social-
ism. The oppression of the Irish-Catho-
lic people is a peculiar type of colonial
oppression which began with capitalism
and which is part and parcel of the capi-
talist system. The national struggle in
Ireland can thus succeed in the long run
only as a part of the worldwide struggle
for socialism.
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Far-out SDS tactics

stem from basic line

In our issue of Sept. 19 we reprinted
three documents relating to the pro-
jected SDS demonstration in Chicago
Oct. 8-11 and our comment on them.
The three documents were: a wildly
ultraleft leaflet issued by Detroit SDS
advertising the Chicago action; a letter
to national SDS from the Fifth Estate,
a Detroit underground paper, criticizing
the leaflet, and a reply from the SDS
national officers defending the leaflet.

For the continuing information of our
readers, we reprint here a letter to the
Sept. 4-17 Fifth Estate discussing the
paper's views of the action. The letter
is from David Herreshoff, a professor
at Wayne State University and a long-
time friend of SDS.

* * *

To the Editors:

The Fifth Estate's letter to SDS criti-
cizing its projected Chicago action seems
to fix the staff in the awkward position
of people who draw back from the conse-
quences of a perspective which they
say they share with SDS.

I think SDS's tactics, which you
characterize as adventurist and potenti-
ally disastrous, jibe pretty well with
the role it thinks the white left can play.
If SDS tactics flow logically from SDS
perspectives, the Fifth Estate should
either drop its objections to the SDS
tactical line or else it should reconsider
the assumption of its own current
politics.

The SDS outlook on the world —as I
extract it from a reading of the Weather-
man paper —goes like this. The main
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FOR REAL? This photo appeared in the Sept. 12 issue of New Left Notes with a
caption, “The Red Army begins training in the parks of Cleveland.” We reprint
it here for the benefit of those who thought it was all just rhetoric.

contradiction in the world is between
the national liberationist third world
and the imperial mother country. It
gives rise to the encircling revolt of
the world village against the world
metropolis. All initiative in the inter-
national revolution is in the hands of
the non-white insurgent peoples, in-
cluding the black and brown internal

colonies of the U. S.
The role of the white left can only

be subordinate and auxiliary in the
revolutionary process. It is in no way
indispensable. Even in the U.S. the
black and brown revolution can be
victorious without one: white finger be-
ing raised in behalf of the revolution.
Of course the victory will be less costly
to the extent that white support for the
black and brown vanguard can be mo-
bilized. And this is where SDS enters
the picture—as organizer of the aux-
iliary support troops for somebody
else's revolution. SDS apparently no
longer believes that the radical, as op-
posed to the liberal, is one who feels
the necessity to liberate himself.

The perspective behind the call to
Chicago may be real or it may be hal-
lucinatory. What is certain is that people
in SDS whose intelligence and devotion
command respect believe it is real. One

Robert Williams back in the U.S.;
faces N. Carolina extradition fight

SEPT. 7— After eight years of exile
in Cuba, China and Tanzania, Robert
F. Williams is home. The black revolu-
tionary, originally from Monroe, North
Carolina, arrived in Detroit Sept. 12
on a special Trans World Airlines flight
in which he and his lawyer were the
only passengers.

Williams' return from exile received
wide publicity last week when TWA
and other air companies refused to hon-
or his ticket as he sought to change
planes for the U. S. in London.

For seven days, Williams was barred
by the airlines from returning to the
U.S. and held in custody in a British
prison. As protests began to mount
against this illegal harassment, the U. S.
government finally made a formal re-
quest that a special flight for Williams
be arranged.

One result of all this was the disclosure
that TWA and other airlines have a
list of "prohibited" passengers and that
Williams was on that list. They have
not explained who determines what
names should go on such a list and
for what reasons. TWA has reportedly
said that the FBI had advised them
not to transport Williams.

Robert Williams was forced to flee

the country eight years ago after Mon-
roe, N.C. authorities sought to frame
him up on a kidnapping charge grow-
ing out of his role in a local protest
movement.

When Williams' plane touched down
in Detroit, he was immediately arrested
by federal authorities on a fugitive war-
rant issued by North Carolina and
then released on $1,000 bail. Wayne
County officials then took him into cus-
tody and released him on personal re-
cognizance of $10,000. He is scheduled
to appear on Nov. 10 for an extra-
dition hearing on the kidnapping
charge.

Upon his release, Williams met with
members of the Republic of New Africa,
the organization which elected him their
president during his absence. He also
gave a two-hour interview to the Wash-
ington Post and New York Times.
Williams told the newsmen, "I'm back
to serve the cause of justice and free-
dom —to help black people in whatever
way possible.” From the way the Sept.
15 New York Times reported the inter-
view, it was difficult to determine exact-
ly what Williams' present political out-
look and oreintation is.

-

such person predicted to me that fifty
to a hundred thousand young workers
and students will answer the SDS call.
We shall see. I question the prediction
because I question the assumptions on
which it rests.

First, I question the idea that the role
of whites in the revolution must be
subordinate and auxiliary. The decisive
battles of the long class phase of human
history will, I am convinced, be fought
in this country. Any notion that the
American revolution can be achieved
without the organization of tens of mil-
lions of workers and of women to
liberate themselves from class and sex
oppression should be rejected. Those
organizing efforts are as necessary for
the success of the revolution as is the
independent organization of blacks to
win their national freedom.

The American revolution has three
essential ingredients — the self-liberation
of workers, of women, and of black
and brown peoples. When it comes it
will be the most radical revolution ever
to have occurred. It will surpass for a
time all efforts of the Russians, the
Chinese, the Cubans, to transform the
quality of life. We shall have no models
to copy.

Second, I challenge the idea that the
social war is on in this country ("It
is happening here,” says SDS) as well
as the corollary that the time is right
for fighting in the streets. To speak
seriously about revolution is to speak
of the transfer of power to new insti-
tutions. There can't be a revolution
unless there is somebody to transfer
the power to. "Power to the People” is
a meaningless slogan where the people
are not organized to exercise power.
It's no more useful than Lincoln's
phrase about "government of the people,
by the people, and for the people.”

What has to be understood is that
right now power is not up for grabs in
this country. It will not be until millions
of victims of the system have organized
to win their emancipation. Until then
revolutionaries must patiently explain,
organize, engage in exemplary actions.
But before the emergence of a revolu-
tionary situation he who counsels street
battles is an organizer of defeats and
he who merely threatens them is a fraud.

This has been the year of the Esca-
lating Slogan. There have been many
contestants. Among the slogans which
appear to have lost out in the judgment
of certain leftists is "Bring the Troops
Home." Some think that radicals should
abandon that slogan to the liberals.
Why? Has the demand for immediate
withdrawal lost its urgency? Not to the
NLF. It is point Number One on their

peace program. And not to hundreds
of thousands of war-weary GIs. It is
point Number One to them too. On the
other hand, SDS is weary of the slogan.
They prefer "Bring the War Home."

What this escalated slogan reveals
is forgetfulness of the fact that a mass
movement against the war is composed
of war-weary people. SDS's slogan is
a rough translation of Lenin's call to
"turn the imperialist war into a civil
war." But Lenin never used that phrase
to rally a mass movement; it was meant
to reassemble a shattered vanguard.
When the time for mass action against
the war arrived, Lenin's cry was
"Peace.”

Real revolutionaries are often distin-
guished by moderation of language in
a revolutionary situation. They respect
the mass audience and they take pains
to make sense to it. Bluster, on the other
hand, is often the language of power-
less people to whom no one is listening.

"I will do such things—what they
are, yet I know not; but they shall be
the terrors of the earth." That's King
Lear raving at his ungrateful suces-
sors. They have the state power. He
has just had his last hundred troops
taken away from him. Therefore he
blusters — and goes mad.

"Off the pigs!"

"Tear up the fascist courts!"

That's the current tough-guy style. It
begins to sound as though the SDS was
down to its last hundred troops. Of
course if 50,000 revolutionaries show
for the SDS Chicago action I shall have
to eat these words. That I shall gladly
do.

Meantime whatever revolution-minded
people decide to do about Chicago, I
hope they will feel duty-bound to give
much more than lip support to the
actions around the demand for im-
mediate withdrawal which will come
after Chicago, in Detroit and in Wash-
ington. Duty-bound to whom? To the
Vietnamese who need the Americans
out of their homeland. To the blacks
and working-class whites who are im-
perialism's cannon-fodder. Duty-bound
to all the victims of oppression who will
gain new courage to struggle for their
liberation if mass actions are one of
the causes for bringing this war to an
end.

This is not a time for people who
want to act like anti-imperialist inter-
nationalists to be doing their own thing.
This is the time for the broadest of-
fensive for immediate withdrawal of all
troops. To dare to make common cause
to get the U. S. out of Vietnam isto dare
to win.

—DAVID HERRESHOFF
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Nixon’s withdrawal announcement

Tries to get antiwar forces off his back

By DICK ROBERTS

SEPT. 18 —Nixon's announced with-
drawal of 35,000 troops from Vietnam
is a calculated attempt to get the anti-
war movement off his back. That is
the frank assessment of major news
correspondents in Washington.

Hoping that the continued military
onslaught in Vietham will enable him
to wrest some kind of "honorable vic-
tory" from the Paris bargaining tables,
Nixon desperately needs time. The with-
drawal numbers game is designed to
buy that time.

New York Times Washington corres-
pondent Robert B. SempleJr. has spelled
this strategy out in article after article.

® "The overriding reason for starting
the process of withdrawals, begun June
8 with a preliminary reduction of 25,000
men,” Semple wrote Sept. 14, "was to
ease public demands for an early end
to the war."

® Again on Sept. 17 the same author
wrote, "Mr. Nixon and his aides are not
unmindful of the fact that the students
are now back in college and, according
to recent reports, are eagerly mobiliz-
ing for a major confrontation with the
administration over the war.

® "Given such a prospect, the an-
nouncement of a second round of with-
drawals at this time fits neatly into
Mr. Nixon's strategy of placating pub-
lic opinion at home to purchase more
time in which to achieve a negotiated
settlement in Paris.

® "The other aspect of that strategy
is to persuade the North Vietnamese
that a series of withdrawals would en-
able the U.S. to prolong the war al-
most indefinitely. . ."

Even the present supposed withdrawal
rate, which amounts to about 60,000
every ten months, would stretch the
war out for nearly ten years. But the
reality is that fresh young forces are
being thrown into battle almost as fast
as they are being withdrawn.

® "The much heralded withdrawal of
25,000 troops from Vietnam has been
moving at slower than a snail's pace,”

Stephen M. Young (D-Ohio) declared
on the Senate floor Sept. 9.

@ "At best, it was a mere token ges-
ture. Our total troop level in Vietnam
is now only about 2,500 below what
it was when President Nixon was
inaugurated on Jan. 20, 1969," Sen-
ator Young continued.

At that rate Nixon's withdrawal could
be extended for 250 years.

What is not so well-known is that the

~
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American casualty rate has increased
significantly since Nixon took office.
These facts were entered into the Con-
gressional Record on Sept. 11 by none
other than L. Mendel Rivers, South
Carolina chairman of the House Armed
Services Committee.

Rivers quoted the Aug. 2 Armed
Forces Journal:

® "From July 20, 1968, through Jan.
18, 1969 —the last six months of the
Johnson administration —the U.S. suf-
fered 4,894 combat deaths, or an aver-
age of 188.2 per week. During the per-
iod of Jan. 19, 1969, through July 19,
1969 — the first six months of the Nixon
administration —the U. S. suffered 6,358
battle deaths, or an average of 244.8
per week, some 30 percent higher than
the last six months under President John-
son." (Emphasis added.)

It is the same story with Nixon's
phony hints about alleged plans to re-
vise the draft system. Washington col-
umnist Stewart Alsop described this as
part of Nixon's "game plan" in a News-
week article Sept. 15:

® "President Nixon and his advisers
are convinced that the draft, even more
than American casualties, provides the
really combustible fuel for antiwar pas-
sions, especially on the college
campuses.”

The New York Post answered this one
in an editorial entitled "Too Late for
Games," Sept. 15:

® "It is unlikely that any changes
[in the draft] will dull public sensitivity
to the senselessness of this war —or that
a new reprieve for many students will
banish all campus unrest. It is worth
remembering that the student protest
began while most campuses were still
safe refuges from Selective Service."

One thing is apparent from Nixon’'s
crooked game — he fully appreciates the
significance of the antiwar mood that
grips the country and the political de-
vastation it can cause him if it really
surfaces.

Antiwar activists should show the
same political understanding of the po-
tentially lethal power of this sentiment.
The way to demonstrate thatunderstand-
ing is to go all out in building the fall
antiwar offensive now!

Build the Oct. 15 moratorium!
Build the Nov. 14 student strike!

A mammoth turnout in D. C. Nov. 15!

Friday, Sept. 26, 1969

The rebellion of

Company A
was no fluke

The Aug. 25 story of Com-
‘pany A’s revolt by Associated
Press correspondents Peter Ar-
nett and Horst Faas was car-
ried in newspapers across the
country. It raised the question,
was this unusual or does it
reflect the mood of American
Gls?

What is little known is that
Arnett and Faas themselves
wrote an article answering this
question, It appeared on the
front page of the Sept. 7 Phil-
adelphia Inquirer under the
title, “‘Draftees Discover War
is Hell.”

Arnett and Faas interviwed
Lt. Col. Fred Lindsey, a com-
_mander in the 1st Air Cavalry
Division. Here are. -excerpts

_from the arﬁcle

“There were the Vietnam war
veterans whose main concern
was to get out alive. There
were those who openly ques-
tioned whether all the fighting
and dying was worth it

*“And the dissenters talked
every day about their doubts,
thus threatening to undermine
the fighting spirit that Lindsey
felt he needed.

*There were those who were
openly disobedient. A few days
earlier five infantrymen tem-
porarily refused to man an
overnight observation post be-
cause of the danger. Another
‘soldier was sent back because
he wouldn'’t fight.

¢ Another shot himself in the
foot to get out.

“Lindsey commented: ‘This
is a different war, a different
Army than when I was here in
; 1966 Acts that 1 would have
had a man court-martialed for
two years ago, I ignore now.

It's a civilian Army.’”

Pot goes after kettle in United Mine Workers union

Charges and countercharges continu-
ed to be flung back and forth in the
race between W.A. Boyle, incumbent
president of the United Mine Workers
and Joseph Yablonski, his opponent.

Yablonski produced an article from
the Billings, Montana, Gazette renew-
ing disclosures that Boyle's family had
once been mine owners. Boyle charged
Yablonski with bribery for publication
of the articles.

It seems that Yablonski's aides had
sent the reporter who wrote the article
$50 for "expenses." When the reporter
realized the import of the money, he
sent it back.

But so far no one of "The Montana
Boyles," as the Gazette article is en-
titled, have sued the newspaper for libel.
Most of the facts revealed are part of
the Bureau of Mines records.

The newspaper title is apt. There are,
or were, four Boyles involved in the
mining industry and the union in Mon-
tana: the late Jack Boyle owned a min-
ing company called the Mountain State
Coal Company of Roundup, Montana.

W.A. Boyle was Montana Division
president of the UMW until John L.
Lewis called him to Washington in 1948
to groom him for the presidency. Rich-
ard Boyle took W. A.'s place as division
president. In 1968 Richard made

The National
Picketline

$36,000.

Antoinette Boyle, W. A.'s daughter and
an attorney at law, collected $43,517
for legal services from the district.

In 1956 when the Atomic Energy Com-
mission put out bids for bituminous coal,
Jack Boyle's main competitors were the
Republic and Roundup coal companies.
Suddenly and without federal inspection
immediately prior, both companies had
their mines closed for "safety violations."

When the rank-and-file safety com-
mittee at the Republic mine protested
that there were no safety violations,
Richard Boyle dismissed all of them
for "inconsistency." After Jack Boylecap-
tured the AEC contract, his coal was
rejected as inferior.

In 1958 a disaster struck the Jack
Boyle mine. Four men were killed by
a roof-fall. Richard Boyle and the coun-
ty coroner called it "an unfortunate ac-
cident."

Not so, said the state and federal
mine-accident inspectors. They said the

"men had been repairing a previous

roof-fall and that Jack Boyle himself

had decided that further shoring up
of the wall and roof was not necessary.

All of this material was in the hands
of the miners when W.A. Boyle made
his Labor Day speech at Logan, W.
Va. The New York Times reported that
a new W.A. Boyle revealed himself —
in a "fighting mood."

He now promises to fight for: real
safety and health legislation; greater
membership participation in union af-
fairs at all levels; training the young
for leadership responsibilities; changing
the name of the organization to the
United Mine and Allied Workers and
organizing a drive to bring these al-
lied workers into the union; a $50-a-
day minimum wage for all miners by
1971.

Boyle promised that the union would
demand government action to end pol-

lution by the mining industry in the.

Appalachian area; an improvement in
the area's educational facilities for child-
ren; and a joint government-unionspon-
sored program to finance miners' hous-
ing at low mortgage rates.

All of which makes it sound as though
Boyle had studied Yablonski's election
platform very carefully.

And all of which should make the
100,000 working soft-coal miners re-
member that they have heard such un-

ion election campaign promises before.

And that as of now they have the most

rigidly_ bureaucratized top union leader-

ship in the country, including Yablon-

ski and Boyle.
% * &

Very soon the widows and mothers
of the 78 men entombed last November
in the Consolidation Coal Company
mine at Mannington, W. Va., will be
able to claim what is left of their hus-
bands' and sons' bodies. The mine,
now that the fire has been quelled, is
being opened for slated operation again.

One widow, interviewed on TV, said
it would be a great relief to bury the
remains in their own graveyard. An-
other, with tears running down her face,
said she didn't know what to expect.
"Maybe it will be my husband, or just
a belt buckle, or only a lump of coal.”

—MARVEL SCHOLL

YOUR LAST CHANCE
Our special pre-publication
price of $9.50 for The Found-
ing Convention ofthe IWW(pro-
ceedings) ends Oct. 1 when the
price goes to $15.
Merit Publishers

873 Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10003




Friday, Sept. 26, 1969

THE MILITANT

WSAers break up

Iranian police-state terror
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described by U.S. attorney Boston SDS meeting

Last year Khosrow Kalantari, an
activist in the Iranian Students Associa-
tion in the U.S., was threatened with
deportation by American immigration
authorities. The Iranian students
retained David Carliner, an American
attorney, to go to Iran to investigate
the current state of civil liberties there.

The U.S. capitalist press has been
criminally silent on the atrocities com-
mitted by the military dictatorship of
the shah. Since the 1953 CIA-inspired
coup d'etat the people of Iran have suf-
fered not only increased impoverish-
ment, but also the complete destruction
of their civil liberties.

As part of their campaign to expose
the crimes committed by the shah's re-
gime, the Iranian Students Association
at Penn State University recently sent
us a report on attorney Carliner's brief
submitted to the Immigration and
Naturalization Service documenting the
suppression of civil liberties in Iran.

A prominent Iranian intellectual who
is a graduate of Cambridge University
and a grandson of former Iranian
Prime Minister Mossadegh was to ar-

His highness, the shah

BOSTON
IHE NEW OPPOSITION IN THE SOVIET UNION.
Speaker: George Saunders, Author of "Rebels and
Bureaucrats," Fri, Sept. 26, 8:15 p.m. 295 Hunting-
ton Ave., Rm. 307. Ausp. Militant Labor Forum.
[ ]
NEW YORK
ULTRALEFTISM AND THE DEGENERATION OF SDS.
Speaker: Peer Vinther, NY organizer and nat'l com-
mittee member, YSA. Fri, Sept. 26, 8:30 p.m. 873
B'way (at 18th Street). Contrib: $1, h.s. students 50c.
Ausp. Militant Labor Forum.
[ ]
PHILADELPHIA
CRISIS IN URBAN MEDICAL CARE: THE HIGH COST
OF GETTING SICK. Speaker: Dr. Griffin Bates, Asst.
Professor of Psychiatry, Temple U., Fri,, Sept. 26,
8:30 p.m. 686 N. Broad Street (cnr. Fairmont). Do-
nation: 31, students 75c. Ausp. Militant Labor Forum.

range for Carliner's interviews with

Iranian citizens. This man was blind-

folded and kidnapped by police intel-
ligence officers, beaten by his captors,
driven several miles outside of Tehran
and shoved down a hill. He got the
message and was unable to cooperate
with Carliner.

With much difficulty, Carliner was
able to interview 15 people. Although
the Iranian ambassador to Washing-
ton had assured Carliner that he would
have no problem, he reported that
people he interviewed had been pre-
viously warned not to grant him inter-
views.

A case in point was Khalil Maleki,
a social democratic leader who had
mildly opposed the regime. Although
Mr. Maleki, his wife, his receptionist
and Mr. Carliner were the only people
present when the interview was arranged,
the minister of the shah's imperial court
called Mr. Maleki an hour before the
interview was scheduled to occur and
warned him not to cooperate with Car-
liner. Maleki was interviewed. He has
died since.

No publications critical of the gov-
ernment or its leadership may be dis-
tributed in Iran. It is a crime punish-
able by three to 10 years in solitary
confinement, Carliner reports, to be a
member of "a group or association
which, in its policy or belief, is against
the Iranian constitutional monarchy or
has socialist ideology. . . . This law is
also applicable to such persons, groups
or associations outside Iran and will
be prosecuted and punished as such."

The laws are much harsher in the
case of working-class revolutionaries,
many of whom are serving life sen-
tences or have died under torture or been
executed. Carliner's report does not men-
tion the working-class prisoners' con-
ditions, but one can safely assume from
the brutality with which theregimetreats
lawyers, doctors and descendants of
prime ministers that the ruling class
treats its real enemies many times more
brutally.

Recently the shah's regime has not
always been able to murder its enemies.
The militant activists among the Iran-
ian students and in the international
youth movement in general have been
instrumental in forcing the military dic-
tatorship to back down in several cases.
Iranian students around the world have
indicated their determination to step up
even further their activities on behalf
of their imprisoned comrades.

Minn. socialists
to open new hall

MINNEAPOLIS— The gala grand
opening of Carl Skoglund Hall, the
spacious new headquarters of the Twin
Cities Socialist Workers Party, will be
celebrated here Sat., Sept. 27. An open
house, replete with punch, will begin
at 6 p.m., followed by a 7 p.m. ban-
quet featuring Swedish Smorgasbord
in honor of Carl Skoglund, one of the
founders of the SWP and a leader of
the 1934 Minneapolis Teamster Strike.

Speakers, beginning at 8 p.m., will
include Harry DeBoer, former organ-
izer of Teamsters' Local 544, which
led the famous strike; Fanny Curran,
a founding member of the American
Trotskyist movement; and Charles
Scheer, a national committee member
of the SWP and longtime friend of the
late Carl Skoglund.

A party will follow. The festivities
will take place at 1 University Ave.,
NE (at E. Hennepin).

BOSTON — Approximately 60 Work-
er-Student Alliance SDSers broke up a
RYM-SDS meeting Sept. 16 after a brief
and bloody fight. 20 RYMers had come
to the meeting to discuss the SDS Oct.
11 Chicago action. RYM's opposite
number in Boston, the WSA-SDS,
marched up to the door of the meeting
in military fashion and demanded entry.
RYM refused, maintaining that they had
come to disrupt the meeting.

The WSAers then attempted to force
their way into the room. The pushing
match quickly developed into a violent
fist fight. After a five-minute battle RYM
left the building chanting "all power to
the people.”

Several YSAers who attended the meet-
ing to present their criticisms of the
Oct. 11th action assisted in the defense
of the meeting. Afterward, they were
threatened by PL-WSAers. One YSAer
was told he would be "run out” of Bos-
ton and would never be "safée" in the
city again.

BOSTON — A sectarian note has been
added to the otherwise promising rise
in the organized antiwar movement in

Boston. The Worker-Student Alliance
SDS held a regional meeting Sept. 13
to call an antiwar action. The WSA-SDS
openly admitted it had done little about
the war in the past. Now they were going
to take over and call the actions, at
least in Boston.

One SDSer explained the need for an
action right away. Oct. 4 has been set
as their date. He stated, "We have to
get the jump on the other groups." The
meeting was attended by a hundred
people and included quite a few mem-
bers of Progressive Labor who ex-
plained at length how the Vietnamese
NLF were "selling out” by negotiating
in Paris. Various speakers falsely as-
serted the mass coalition antiwar actions
were for negotiations not withdrawal.
Speakers from the YSA and the SMC
explained that the fall offensive actions
were for immediate withdrawal and
urged them to unite with other groups.

WSA-SDSers repeatedly attacked all
the other antiwar groups, claiming only
SDS (that is, their faction of SDS) was
truly antiwar and that the Nov. 15
march on Washington would lower the
consciousness of the American people
and set back the movement.

Medical research slashed
to pay for Vietham war

BY JOEL ABER

Discoveries that could save millions
of human lives appeared closer to man's
grasp a few days ago than they are
today. The reason is the Vietnam war.

The National Cancer Institute has
been forced to order the killing of 380
valuable research monkeys that were
being used in a pioneering study of
human cancer viruses. Thus $2 million
and several years in the productivelives
of some of the top medical minds in
America have gone down the drain.

The U. S. government budget for med-
ical research is being trimmed so
sharply that leading scientists predict
"panic" at major universities and re-
search institutions across the nation by
the end of this year, when government
research contracts come up for renewal.

Nobel prizewinner Albert Szent-
Gyorgyi charged that the Vietnam war
is responsible for the drastic cutback
of research funds. Among the casualties
of the slash in funds for medical science
is Dr. Szent-Gyorgyi's current cancer
research project at the Muscle Research
Institute in Woods Hole, Mass.

It was announced Sept. 10 that the
National Institutes of Health, which are
responsible for funding 60 percent of
medical school expenses in the U.S.,
would be forced to curtail research
grants by 20 percent. After the initial
storm of protest from scientists, ad-
ministration officials announced Sept.
12 that the cutback would more likely
be about 10 percent.

One section of NIH, the National
Institute of General Medical Sciences,
had its budget so drastically reduced
that all but 10 percent of its 130 five-
year grants up for renewal will have
to be rejected.

While NIH has discontinued support
of Dr. Szent-Gyorgyi's cancer research,
Dr. George Wald, another Nobel prize-
winner, disclosed at a Sept. 10 meeting
of the American Chemical Society that
a man from the Army's Edgewood
Arsenal recently phoned him to ask
whether he would help develop a
temporary blinding agent.

Dr. Wald, a professor at Harvard
who won the Nobel prize for his dis-
coveries about the chemistry of the vis-
ual system, created a political sensa-
tion last spring at an MIT teach-in
about the antiballistic missile system,
when he delivered a slashing indictment
of the Vietnam war and the entire Amer-
ican military-industrial establishment.

Dr. Wald told the chemical-society
meeting that he had informed the man
from the Army's Chemical Corps that
he would not work on how to blind
people; he is proud of his work and
hopes that it will be used to heal, not
harm, Dr. Wald said.

"Wouldn't you rather blind them than
kill them?" Wald said he was asked,
and he replied that, like tear gas, a
blinding agent would not be used by
the Army to save lives. Such an agent,
Wald pointed out, would be used to
force people into the open where they
could be killed more efficiently.

This is the "reordering of national
priorities” occurring under the Nixon
administration; funds for cancer re-
search suddenly dry up, but oppor-
tunities for scientists to do chemical
warfare research abound. "For the
amounts of money assigned to the
doubtful ABM," says Dr. Szent-Gyorgyi,
"thousands of research groups like mine
could have worked for a hundred
years."

Health, it seems, isn't as profitable as
the Vietnam war.

A NEW PAMPHLET
LEON TROTSKY
ON THE

LABOR PARTY

IN THE U.S.

50¢
Merit Publishers

873 Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10003




Page 8

THE MILITANT

At the Socialist Workers convention

Workshop on women'’s liberation

By STACEY SEIGLE

The growing concern among women to
find forms of struggle which relate mean-
ingfully to their status in capitalist society
was reflected at the Labor Day weekend
Socialist Workers Party convention in
New York. Reports from 11 U. S. cities,
together with special reports from Cana-
da and Cuba, were the substance of a
panel on women's liberation.

An initial report by Mary-Alice Waters
of the editorial staff of The Militant
outlined the general perspective from
which Marxists can begin to formulate
a program for the struggle. In the first
place, it is important to recognize that
the issue of women's liberation is one
which has a long tradition in the his-
tory of revolutionary movements; it is
one about which both Marx and Engels

SOtH anniversary

greetings

The convention of the So-

cialist Workers Party held in
New York on Labor Day week-
end marked the 50th anniver-
sary of the founding of the
American Communist Party.

The process of bureaucratic
and reformist degeneration
of the Communist Party in the
1920s culminated in 1928 in
the expulsion of veteran mil-

itants, including party found-
ers, on charges of ‘ Trotsky-

ism.’ ,

Among the expelled were
James P. Cannon, present na-
tional chairman of the Social-
ist Workers Party, and veteran
Minneapolis revolutionary and
labor leader, V. R. Dunne, also
a leader of the SWP. Through
the organization and develop-
ment of the SWP, they kept
alive the genuine traditions of
American Communism, whose
anniversary was marked by the
convention. -

Poor health kept both
Cannon and Dunne from
attending the party convention,
and the delegates sent them mes-
sages of greeting.

Message to James P. Cannon:
It has taken 50 years to lay
sound foundations for the rev-
olutionary party in the United
States. That prolonged period
of party-building is inseparable
from your work. This conven-
tion shows how well it was done.
Thanks to your leadership
through those difficult decades,
our party is prepared to take
full advantage of the broad
possibilities opening for its ex-
pansion. Venceremos!

Message to V. R. Dunne:

As we enter the second half-
century of American Commun-
ism, we pause to salute those
veterans like yourself who have
guided our movement through
the past 50 years. Withoutyour
fortitude and foresight, we
would not be gathered here this

weekend in such numbers from
all parts of the country, nor

would our futurelook so bright.
Venceremos!

wrote. As Marxists, we must begin with
a basic class analysis of society.
Although some radicals tend to reject
the issues raised by women's liberation
groups—such as abortion reform — as
distracting from revolutionary strug-
gles, Mary-Alice Waters' report stressed
the fact that women have great poten-
tial for radical action; their movement
should be viewed as an important new
arena of activity for revolutionaries.
The issues—from demands for equal
pay to the rejection of psychological
conditioning — are ones which daily af-
fect the lives of all women and around
which significant demands can beraised
and actions carried out. The general ap-
proach of the SWP is to try to lead the
growing women's liberation movement
in a revolutionary direction by develop-
ing a transitional program for it. This,

Mary-Alice Waters

however, is a process which involves a
period of analysis, observation, and con-
tinuing discussion. While demands such
as those for day-care centers, free birth-
control centers and equal pay are al-
ready generally recognized as basic to
the struggle, others will be formulated
as the movement develops.

In conclusion, Mary-Alice Waters pro-
posed four tactics for revolutionary
socialists to follow in relation to the
woman's movement: 1) To explore ex-
isting groups to determine their par-
ticular character, and to work with those
which are viable and worthwhile; 2)
To continue to educate ourselves on the
issues; 3) To initiate concrete actions
around existing demands; 4) To use
our press, forums, campaigns and lit-
erature to intervene in the struggle with
the perspective of turning it in a rev-
olutionary direction.

Many, but not all, of the women in-
volved in liberation struggles have come
from groups such as Resistance and SDS,
and they consequently already hold
radical views on many issues. The
groups which they have formed, ac-
cording to the area reports, range from
such antimale groups as New York's
Society for Cutting Up Men (SCUM)
to groups involved in campus struggles
and working-class women fighting for
equal pay or against high food prices
(FLIP—For Lower Prices). While all
cities reported some activity in the area
of women's liberation, the level of act-
ivity varied widely.

Three cities reported activity which
involve working-class women. In Min-
neapolis, women clerical workers at the
University of Minnesota began a strug-
gle last spring to unionize in a fight
for higher wages.

In New York, a group of Long Island
women have begun beoycotting super-

New British organization
fights for women’s rights

By ILENE HEARY

An exciting new organization is contri-
buting to the struggle in England for
the liberation ow women.

On Oct. 22, 1968, a national action
campaign was launched in England to
achieve equal rights for women. Called
the National Joint Action Campaign for
Women's Equal Rights (NJACWER),
the group evolved from a strike by
women employees of the Ford sewing-
machine company and was initiated by
the National Union of Vehicle Builders.
It is now composed of important sec-
tions of the trade-union movement and of
women's political organizations.

The first point on NJACWER's work-
ing charter demands the removal of
discrimination against women in em-
ployment, education, and social and
public life. At present, only seven per-
cent of the young women in England
enter apprenticeships, compared to 43
percent of the young men. Furthermore,
only 5.1 percent of all skilled craftwork-
ers are women, and a woman's access
to a better-paid job is restricted by her
employer's reluctance to release her for
training. In 1966, 538,000 employed
men were released during working hours
to take part-time courses, but only
87,000 women received the same "privi-
lege."

NJACWER's second demand is "equal
pay for work of equal value" in all
agreements between employers and trade
unions. Since women usually work in
the clerical and service sectors of in-
dustry, while men work in the main-

tenance and production sectors, women
must be paid fairly for those jobs which
are equal in importance to those of men,
although they are not identical.

While anyone who supports the liber-
ation of women is welcome to join
NJACWER, a number of militants from
Nottingham have formed a Socialist
Woman's Committee within NJACWER
which advances, through its publication
Socialist Woman, a revolutionary per-
spective on the struggle for women's
rights.

The lead article of the first issue of
Socialist Woman clearly outlines the
necessity of drawing attention to the
worldwide "interest and activity around
women's demands in industry and the
home." It points out that "women are
one-third of the labor force and one-
half of the population; at the same time
women have many characteristics of an
exploited minority." These socialist wo-
men within NJACWER look to Cuba
and North Vietnham as good examples
of how a traditionally oppressed group
can begin to overcome historical obsta-
cles.

The Socialist Woman's Committee
stresses that the features of contemporary
society that are oppressive to women
can only be changed through action
guided by a revolutionary perspective.
The struggle of women for equality can-
not be separate from that of the work-
ing class, because it is class society that
produces female inequality.

Subscriptions can be ordered from
Socialist Woman, 16, Ella Rd., West
Bridgford, Nottingham, NG 2 5 GW,
England.
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Symbol used by women’s committ

market meat counters to protest high
prices. Their fight, which involves picket-
ing in front of the stores and holding
outdoor rallies, has spread to other
cities and states, and leaders of the
New York movement have received re-
quests from other areas to help organ-
ize similar groups.

In Atlanta, SWP mayoralty candidate
Linda Jenness' program includes the
demand for complete equality for wo-
men. Both the local National Organiza-
tion of Women (NOW) and Atlanta
women's liberation groups of SDS-RYM
have asked Linda Jenness to speak at
their meetings and have offered support
to her campaign. She is regarded as
a vanguard figure in the women's lib-
eration struggle and has consistently tied
in the struggle for women's liberation
with the revolutionary program of the
SWP.

In addition to these three areas, several
reports indicated that active welfare-
rights groups are raising demands such
as the right to free and legal abortions.
In Los Angeles, a chapter of NOW,
which consists of both men and women,
is fighting to change oppressive legisla-
tion relating to women.

Participants in the panel wereimpress-
ed by the contradictory nature of the
struggle at this formative stage. In De-
troit, for instance, a Women's Committee
of the Detroit Coalition to End the War
has been formed. Yet in the same city,
a group of SDS women physically at-
tacked a home-economics instructor dur-
ing a class, presumably for acquiescing
in the "system." However, the level of the
struggle is seen as having generally
progressed over the last several years.

The panel heard a special report by
a member of the Canadian Young Social-
ists-Ligue de Jeunes Socialistes (YS-
LJS), who was a guest at the SWP
convention. The YS-LJS presented a
brief to the Royal Commission on the
Status of Women in Canada, which out-
lined general demands of the struggle
for equality. Canadian revolutionary
socialists have been active in coalitions
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such as the New Feminists and the
Women's Liberation Movement, with the
perspective of adding clarity to the de-
mands raised by the groups by help-
ing to formulate a transitional program.
In addition, they hope to work in the
New Democratic Party, Canada's labor
party, to establish links with working-
class women. Independently, the YS-
LJS organized a very successful "drink-
in" at local pubs in Quebec, where it
is illegal to serve liquor to women. They
are also planning a cross-country speak-
ing tour on the topic of women's liber-
ation.

Reporting on Cuba, Eva Chertov, who
lived there for six years, outlined the
institutional ways in which discrimina-
tion against women has been fought.
There is, for example, no wage or job
discrimination and there are infant and
child care centers. However, no organ-
ization has yet called for basiceducation
on the woman question, and problems
remain on the level of personal relation-
ships.

Following a discussion period, Mary-
Alice Waters' summary stressed the im-
portance of revolutionaries involving
themselves in the women's movements
as they exist, with the perspective of
initiating concrete actions, contributing
to the theoretical analysis of the strug-
gle, and recruiting to the revolutionary
socialist movement.

A NEW BOOK

Leon Trotsky
MILITARY WRITINGS

$5.95 cloth $1.95 paper

Merit Publishers
873 Broadway

New York, N.Y. 10003

S

THE MILITANT

Women in a classless

tribal village in India

BY GISELA MANDEL

BRUSSELS, Belgium — I wouldliketo
remark on the anthropological history
of the classless societies referred to by
Evelyn Reed in her article, "Women and
the family,” in the Aug. 15 Militant
and in her pamphlet, Problems of Wo-
men's Liberation (Merit Publishers,
1969). There are some tribes which even
today live in this ancient stage of com-
pletely equal rights for men and women.

I visited some of these tribal villages
in India, near the Tibetan border. For-
eigners are not allowed to go to these
regions, and I managed to get there
only because I knew an irrigation en-
gineer who went there from time to time.

These primitive villages are not yet
acquainted with money, and the Indian
government is still quite undecided about
what to do—whether to integrate them
into Indian society as a whole or to
leave them as they are for the time
being, since, in comparison to other
parts of India and the Himalayan area,
these people are relatively "well off."

Gold is absolutely unknown. Some
people leave these villages to go to
more modern parts of India or even
to England. Most of them don't come
back. Two men I met who had return-
ed —one, from England —told me they
didn't see any reason for introducing
things like gold, money or even watches,
because the things they had seen out-
side their region did not impress them
as being superior.

Conditions will probably not remain
as they are, because you cannot hold

back developments for too long. I know
that at the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury the same kind of community ex-
isted in the Russian Far East, and
Lenin had a long discussion about what
to do with them — whether to leave them
alone and bring them directly to com-
munism, or integrate them in the tran-
sitional society. Stalin then solved the
problem by integrating them rudely and
crudely. I am unfamiliar with Chinese
policy in Tibet, but the Indians, at least,
are concerned with the problem.

What struck me most was the fact
that men and women even looked ex-
actly alike. They had the same kind of
homemade, hand-woven trousers and
coats and the same long hair worn in
braids, and everybody from 18 to 80
had absolutely the same rights, especi-
ally in the village councils. All this,
I am sure, is nothing new to Evelyn
Reed; but I wanted to mention the fact
that these historic relics still survive.

A second point which should be of
interest to your readers is that in certain
regions of some capitalist countries,
where agricultural production is poorly
developed and inefficient and where a
new wave of industrialization has set in,
women are beginning to play the same
role again in agriculture that they did
in ancient times before the land was
divided up. For instance, in parts of
southern Germany, especially in Baden-
Wuerttemberg, and in parts of southern
France (though less so there, because
the land is bought up by the state or
landlords, and used for large vine-
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EUROPEAN REVOLUTION-
ARY. Gisela Mandel was active
in formation of German Social-
ist Students Federation (SDS). She
has conducted sociological studies
in India and written extensively
on that country.

yards), the peasants cannot live any
longer from their small plots of land.
For the past several years, the menhave
gone to nearby towns to work in the
factories, and thewomen have taken over
the villages, managing everything there.
In quite a number of villages, they have
even formed village cooperatives which
buy heavy agricultural machines used
by the whole village. If you drive through
these villages you will find only women
working there during the day.

These things, of course, are only inte-
resting as sidelights, because of their
transient character. Soon these villages
will be abandoned by the children of the
peasants, who prefer to work in factor-
ies, and the land will be bought up and
used for large farms or housing projects.
But it illustrates the points made by
Evelyn Reed.

Afro-American polls top vote in Detroit

BY FRANK LOVELL

DETROIT — Voters in the Sept. 9 pri-
mary election here selected Wayne
County Auditor Richard H. Austin, an
Afro-American, and Sheriff Roman S.
Gribbs as the contestants in the Nov. 4
mayoral runoff election. The outcome of
the primary contest was no surprise. It
followed a low-key campaign on the
part of both victorious candidates, each
seeking to avoid "the racial issue."

Austin polled 124,941 votes compared
to 105,640 for Gribbs. Both candidates
in the nonpartisan election are members
of the Democratic Party. Their campaign
follows a plan drafted by the big-money
rulers of this city, whose major concern
in city politics since the 1967 ghetto
uprising here continues to be mainten-
ance of efficient and effective domination
of the black community.

One group among these capitalist rul-
ers has encouraged Austin, who seeks
to become the next black mayor in a
major city. He has been endorsed by
all black politicians in the city and by
the political arm of the United Auto
Workers.

Gribbs is reported to be backed by
some "key business and utilities execu-
tives." He comes on as a "moderate,"
thinks the major problem in city govern-
ment is "one of communication," and is
pledged to upgrade the police depart-
ment and improve housing in the ghetto.

A runner-up in the primary, Council-
woman Mary Beck, was the "law and
order" candidate. She received 71,065
votes, 21 percent of the total.

The turnout at the polls surprised the
forecasters. A total of 339,000 votes
were cast—48 percent of the total regis-
tration, one of the largest in recent his-
tory.

Voting patterns showed a clear line of
demarcation in this half-black city. The

black community accounts for 20 to 25
percent of the total registered voters.
In these precincts, even though the turn-
out was slightly below the average,
Austin received a near-solid vote. He
won 38 percent of the citywide total,
more than any other candidate, but
less than nine percent in the white-voter
precincts.

Gribbs came in second with 105,640
votes, but the 71,000 "law and order"
votes pulled by Beck are expected to go
to Gribbs in the November election.

There are real issues inthis campaign,
but they have barely been touched on
by Austin and Gribbs. Oneis community
control of the police.

Earlier in the campaign a petition
was circulated to puttheissue of a citizen-
police appeal commission on the Nov-
ember ballot. The proposed commission
was to have the authority to discipline
cops and fire the gun-happy ones. The
petition failed to getthe necessary 35,000
signatures. Austin endorsed the general
idea but did nothing to promote it and
heaved a deep sigh of relief when it
died prematurely.

Another issue of special concern to
the black community, where unemploy-
ment is high and climbing due to cut-
backs in auto production, is jobs. How
young black workers will find employ-
ment is an issue not mentioned by Aus-
tin or Gribbs.

Low-cost housing is a very important
issue raised and endorsed by both run-
off candidates. Neither has any realist-
ic proposal for building homes. Both
merely talk about the need.

The whole question of the city's relief
rolls is a very urgent one, but these
candidates for high office pretend itdoes
not exist.

The war in Vietnam is one of the

immediate causes of many problems in
the metropolitan centers. This overriding
issue was mentioned exactly once by
Austin and was never spoken about
again by either of the two contenders.

All of these issues can be faced and
practical solutions found by an organ-
ized and united black community. But
this is the work of the community itself,
prepared to employ the means of mass
action to control the police, win jobs
by cutting the hours of labor, build
cooperative housing, and stop the war
machine.

These are actions that will win the
support of broad sections of the white
population because they hold the pro-
mise of eliminating the very ills from
which all of society suffers. The white
workers and sections of the white middle
class will come to welcome an indepen-
dent movement among black people to
end the war, build cooperative com-
munity homes, and make more jobs in
industry by reducing the hours of work.

These things cannot be accomplished
by subservient black politicians who
cling to the political parties of the white
ruling class and seek high office on the
promise that if elected they will doevery-
thing within their power to preventblack
people from organizing their own in-
dependent political actions.

These black politicians here forget
that the independent, spontaneous, un-
organized actions in the ghetto only two
years ago make it possible today for
them to present themselves as serious
contenders for high posts in city govern-
ment. .

This is a fact that has not been for-
gotten in the ghetto. Many there arenow
thinking about how much more can be
accomplished when they are organized,
united, and plan independent mass act-
ion to gain specific attainable goals.
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Student activists launch
fall antiwar offensive

Preparations for the fall offensive
against the war in Vietnam are off to
a fast start as high schools and colleges
open across the country. The Student
Mobilization Committee to End the War
in Vietnam, a movement of students
fighting for immediate withdrawal of all
troops, has already held meetings on
scores of campuses and the large turn-
outs indicate a tremendous potential for
building the Oct. 15 moratorium, the
Nov. 14 student strike and the Nov. 15
mass marches on Washington and San
Francisco.

The following is a round-up of activi-
ties taking place in a few of the areas:

BOSTON-CAMBRIDGE

Over 100 students attended the first
Student Mobilization Committee meeting
at Boston University and SMC meetings
are planned for all Boston area campus-
es. The city-wide SMC has gathered
1,000 names of high school and college
students interested in building SMC. A
high school teach-in is planned for Sept.
20.

BAY AREA

Plans are underway for a Western
Regional Antiwar Conference to be
hosted by SMC Sept. 28. Delegations
are expected from many California cam-
puses as well as colleges in Oregon,

New Mobe
plans

By ELIZABETH BARNES

NEW YORK, Sept. 18— The New
Mobilization Committee to End the War
in Vietnam opened its fall offensive at
an unusually large press conference here
today with announcement of its plan-
ned activities, culminating in a mass
march on Washington Nov. 15.

All the major news media were on
hand as a number of prominent anti-
war figures explained what actions are
planned for the coming months and
why.

Assailing the Nixon administration
for its "public deception” in withdrawing
only a token number of troops, Dr.
Benjamin Spock declared that the an-
nouncement of troop withdrawals by
Mr. Nixoun is "a sop,” and "an insult
to the intelligence of the American
people.”

"We will not be fooled or tricked or
deceived,” the famed baby doctor said.
"The plans we are making show clearly
that the people are taking the initiative,
the offensive.”

Paul O'Dwyer, head of the New
Democratic Coalition and last year's
Democratic Party candidate for Senate,
spoke of the impossibility of dealing

Dr. Benjamin Spock

Arizona, Washington and Utah. This
student conference will be preceded by
a regional conference sponsored by the
Bay Area Peace Action Council.

SMCers are touring campuses
throughout the Bay Area building both
conferences in the high schools and
colleges.

A meeting of the California State Col-
lege Student Presidents Association pas-
sed an SMC-initiated proposal endorsing
the Oct. 15 moratorium and the Nowv.
14 student strike. The proposal provided
for setting up committees, preferably
SMCs, for building these actions on
the campuses.

CHICAGO

The High School Students Against
the War in Vietnam will be holding a
conference at the University of Illinois
Sept. 24. A high school antiwar bul-
letin is being distributed to build the
conference.

The SMC and related groups aremov-
ing at Northwestern, Northeastern,
Loop Jr. College, Wright College and
the University of Illinois Circle campus.

The Loyola University SDS was ex-
pelled by the national office of SDS
and its members have formed an SMC
chapter. The SMC at Loyola has ini-
tiated a struggle against ROTC which
began with a walk-out last week from

announces

for fall action

with the "plight of the cities” so long
as the war continues.

Stewart Meacham, Peace Education
Secretary for the American Friends Ser-
vice Committee and co-chairman of the
New Mobilization, described the March
Against Death planned for Nov. 14
and 15 to precede the mass demon-
stration in Washington.

The potential for building the biggest
national student strike ever for Nov. 14
was stressed by Carol Lipman, Student
Mobilization Committee leader and co-
chairman of a New Mobilization youth
committee set up to reach out and in-
volve high school, college and working
class youth in the planned actions.

The upcoming Chicago trial of the
"Conspiracy 8" was discussed by David
Dellinger who is a co-chairman of the
New Mobilization Committee and a de-
fendent in the "conspiracy” trial. A dem-
onstration will be held in Chicago Oct.
25 to dramatize support for the eight
conspiracy defendants.

MINNEAPOLIS — More than 100 per-
sons from some 25 peace, veterans, po-
litical, religious, campus and social
action organizations met at the Uni-
versity YMCA Sept. 15 to form
the Minnesota New Mobilization Com-
mittee to End the War in Vietnam.

A speech by Sydney Lens, a co-chair-
man of the national New Mobilization
Committee, was followed by a discus-
sion of concrete plans for building the
antiwar movement here, culminating in
the Nov. 15 Washington demonstra-
tion.

PHILADELPHIA —A Sept. 14 meet-
ing of over 70 people representing a
wide spectrum of antiwar forces
launched the Philadelphia New Mobi-
lization Committee here. Stewart
Meacham addressed the group, de-
scribing the need for the most massive
action ever Nov. 15. He confidently
predicted over 500,000 people would be
in Washington.
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“NO PEACE FOR NIXON!” New York SMC initiated protest of

Nixon’s UN speech Sept.

18 and picketline at Waldorf Astoria.

Speakers at a brief rally included N.Y. SMC chairman Joanna Mis-
nik; Marilyn Marcusson, N.Y. moratorium coordinator; Ron Wolin,
Vets for Peace; Carol Lipman, SMC nat’l chairman; and Cora Weiss,

NMC cochairman.

a mandatory school rally in support
of ROTC.
CLEVELAND

Over 70 people attended the first Com-
mittee to End the War in Vietnam meet-
ing at Case-Western Reservewhere plans
were made for a teach-in and work-
shops Oct. 15.

Plans for the Nov. 14 student strike
include a petition campaign addressed to
school boards in all areas demanding
that school be closed Nov. 14 to pro-
vide for discussion on the war in the
form of debates, workshops and sym-
posiums. Nov. 14 in Cleveland will be
known as Vietnam Friday. A city-wide
rally will be held that day with prom-
inent speakers and an open mike.

DETROIT

Two full-time SMC activists are tour-
ing instate and outstate campuses, and
a state-wide regional high school and
college antiwar conference is planned
for Oct. 4 sponsored by various stu-
dent organizations including SMC and
Detroit Resistance.

A Third World Vietnam Solidarity
Committee is being initiated at a meet-
ing Sept. 23.

At Oakland County Community Col-
lege the university has removed the
SMC's charter and SMC is in the pro-
cess of rallying student support to re-
gain campus recognition.

PHILADELPHIA

The Philadelphia SMC had its first
fall action Sept. 15 when some 80 people
demonstrated at the induction center
the day a black SMC activist was called
up for the draft.

Over 100 students attended the first
meeting of the University of Pennsyl-
vania SMC, and some 50 came to a
meeting a Temple University. Plans are
rolling for a city-wide high school and
college SMC meeting Sept. 20.

NEW YORK

A preliminary meeting of organizers
from 50 schools in the greater New
York area made plans for a Sept. 27
mass high school and college meeting
at New York University, Education Aud-
itorium at 2:00 p.m.

TWIN CITIES

Some 20,000 leaflets are being dis-
tributed to publicize a mass city-wide
meeting of the SMC Oct. 4.

WASHINGTON D. C.

Over 250 students attended the first
meeting of the American University SMC
and other meetings are scheduled at the
University of Maryland, Georgetown U.
and other campuses.

A city-wide SMC meeting will be held
Oct. 4 at 1:00 p.m. at the New Lec-
ture Hall, American University, to fin-
alize plans for the Oct. 15 moratorium
and the fall offensive.

George Shalffer, a student at Dickinson
College, was arrested Sept. 4 as he was
distributing SMC leaflets at the high
school from which he graduated in Alex-
andria, Va. He was charged under a
trespassing law which carries a one
year sentance and $1000 fine.

Shaffer is being defended by ACLU
lawyer Larry Freidman and plans to
go all the way to the Supreme Court
if necessary to defend his constitutional
right to leaflet.

Gl paper annoys
military brass
at Fort Bragg

SEPT. 17— Authorities at Ft. Bragg,
N. C., violated a Pentagon directive yes-
terday when they denied members of
GIs United Against the War in Vietham
permission to distribute their antiwar
newspaper, Bragg Briefs.

No reason was offered for the refusal
despite a May 28 Army directive (see
page 3) that clearly states that "cogent
reasons” must be provided if distribu-
tion of literature on Army posts is to
be denied.

This latest attempt to gag GIs comes
at a time when more soldiers at Ft.
Bragg are exercising their rightto speak
out than ever before. GIs United has
held weekly meetings regularly for the
past few months, the largest of all tak-
ing place the evening of Sept. 16, only
a few hours after the communique pro-
hibiting the distribution of their news-
paper. The 45 GIs at the meeting laid
out ambitious plans for the fall anti-
war offensive at Ft. Bragg, including
a demonstration to take place Oct. 11.
They are requesting permission to hold
the demonstration on the base.

A third notice of intention to distribute
was filed this morning — one day after
the most* recent denial of permission.
If at the end of seven days there is no
response from the Army, or if distribu-
tion is disallowed, attorney Leonard
Boudin of New York, in conjunction
with the GI Civil Liberties Defense Com-
mittee, will seek a federal injunction
safeguarding the right to distribute.

The antiwar GIs at Ft. Bragg view
their projected Oct. 11 demonstration
on the base as the first step in a mas-
sive publicity campaign to tell GIs about
the Nov. 15 mass action in Washington.

Funds for the legal expenses of carry-
ing on the battle of GIs United for their
civil liberties can be sent to the GI
Civil Liberties Defense Committee at
Box 355, Old Chelsea Sta., New York
10011.
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With democracy for some
Crooked Lindsay move scored

By ROBERT LANGSTON

NEW YORK, Sept 18 — Liberal May-
or John V. Lindsay's attempt to de-
prive the Socialist Workers and Social-
ist Labor parties of their legal place
on this fall's municipal-election ballot
has evoked vigorous protest in liberal
and radical circles here. The Ad Hoc
Committee for a Fair Ballot, formed
today under the co-chairmanship of
Dave McReynolds, national field sec-
retary of the War Resisters League, and
Ruth Gage Colby of the Women's In-
ternational League for Peace and Free-
dom, made public a letter to Lindsay
asking that he withdraw the challenges
to the SLP and SWP nominating peti-
tions.

Yesterday, the city board of elections
yielded to Lindsay's maneuver and ar-
bitrarily ruled the Socialist Labor Party
off the November ballot. Today, it took
the same action against the SWP. Both
parties will fight the decision in the
courts.

As of this writing, signers of the Ad
Hoc Committee's letter include former
city councilman Paul O'Dwyer, a leader
of the New Democratic Coalition who
has been a central figure in rallying
liberal Democrats to Lindsay; column-
ist Nat Hentoff, who recently wrote a
laudatory biography of the mayor;
Norma Becker of the Fifth Avenue Viet-
nam Peace Parade Committee; writers
Susan Sontag, Eric Bentley, Dwight Mc-
Donald and Paul Goodman; James
Haughton of the Harlem Unemployment
Center; Aryeh Neier, executive director
of the New York Civil Liberties Union;
and Julius Jacobson, editor of New Po-
litics.

The basic facts in the challenges to
the two parties' petitions are now clear.
According to Lindsay's campaign man-
ager, Richard A. Aurelio, the challeng-
ers —Mrs. Judith Weisgrau, a register-
ed Republican and city job holder, and
a Peter J. Keirnan—are "individuals
favorable to us" and "we obviously have
given them some assistance." The at-
torney for both challengers is Robert
Brady, an election-law specialist who
has been retained by Lindsay onseveral
occasions in the past. And the motive —
as Aurelio has virtually spelled it out—
is about as base as any in the not
exactly edifying history of New York
City politics.

The voting machines used here have
seven vertical columns availablefor can-
didates' names. The first four columns,
under board of elections rules, are al-
lotted to those parties — Democratic, Re-
publican, Iiberal and Conservative—
that are assured of ballot positions be-
cause of the number of votes they re-
ceived in the previous election. Three

Dwight McDonald

top-row slots, then, are available to
other parties, and under the rules they
are allocated according to the time of
filing of nominating petitions. When there
are more than seven parties, the ad-
ditional ones are squeezed in on lower
rows in column seven.

In this election, under these rules,

John Marchi's name would have ap-
peared twice on the top row—as the
mayoral nominee of the Republican and

»,
Paul Boutelle
Conservative parties. =~ Mario Pro-

caccino's name would likewise have ap-
peared twice—as the Democratic candi-
date and as the candidate of his own,
oddly named Nonpartisan Party. But
since Lindsay's own, even more oddly
named, Independent Party filed its pe-
titions later than the SWP and SLP,
his name would appear on a top line
only once— as the Liberal Party nom-
inee. Asthe Independent Party candidate,
his name would appear down in the
middle of column seven, along with the
Communist Party candidate.

This was felt by that pious defender
of minorities to be an intolerable situ-
ation. But if the two minority parties
occupying the coveted top-row slots
could be eliminated, John the Justwould
join twice-born John the Jerk and Mario
the Menace in their double, top-row
good fortune.

In addition, Lindsay and his strate-
gists surely found the prospect quite
appealing that Paul Boutelle and the
other SWP candidates might be rele-
gated to write-in candidate obscurity.
For they are not only explaining the
necessity of socialism to the people of
New York City; they are alone in offer-
ing a basic alternative to Mario and the
two Johns on the two most immediate

James Haughton

and urgent problems confronting the
people of New York City: the war in
Vietnam and white-capitalistdomination
of the black and Puerto Rican people
here.

Elimination of the tworadical, minori-
ty parties seemed like an easy solution.
The SWP and SLP had complied with
all the capitalist election laws. They
had taxed their small resources to ga-
ther the required signatures and process

John Lindsay
the petition sheets. Nearly 25,000 Man-
hattan voters had shown, by signing the
petitions, that they believed the two par-
ties should have the right to be on the
ballot. But Lindsay had the money
to subject the SWP and SLP petitions
to the kind of minute examination that
can "detect" insufficiencies in any hand-
written document; he had more money
for this purpose than the SWP and SLP
have to finance their entire campaigns.
And Lindsay has the necessary friends
on the board of elections.

This solution, of course, is subversive
of even the limited democratic rights
provided by capitalist law. It is sup-
remely contemptuous of the people of
this city, both in its disregard of the
thousands who want the SWP or SLP
on the ballot and in its hope that those
repelled by Liberal Party stench will
find the perfume of the Independent
Party irresistible. And its meanness can
only further corrode the shrinking rem-
nants of elementary decency and fair
play still present in the political moral-
ity of capitalist society. But such con-
siderations mean nothing to a John
the Just, hard-pressed to keep a job.

In addition to the court fight, the
SWP is mounting a political offensive
around this issue. It intends to expose

Paul O’Dwyer
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A letter
to Lindsay

(The following letter to May-
or John V. Lindsay was made
public Sept. 17.)

We have been deeply disturb-
ed by the efforts of your cam-
paign manager, Richard Aur-
elio, to force off the ballot the
candidates of the Socialist
Workers Party and the Social-
ist Labor Party in order to
insure a second line on the bal-
lot for your own candidacy.
Both of the parties involved
have made what we believe to
be serious and extended efforts
to qualify for the ballot, in-
volving literally hundreds of
man hours of time in gather-
ing and processing their peti-
tions. Both parties are es-
tablished parties in New York
and have run candidates in
every election for many years.

No political issue facing the
city justifies — or could justify —
the effort to deprive voters of
their right to cast a ballot for
one of these two parties if they
chose to do so. We ask that
you and your campaign com-
mittee reconsider and withdraw
the challenges to these parties
on the basis of the democratic
right of any political party to
be represented on the ballot.

Dave McReynolds
Ruth Gage Colby
Paul O’Dwyer
Norma Becker
Eric Bentley

Paul Goodman
Aryeh Neier

Nat Hentoff
Susan Sontag
Dwight McDonald
James Haughton
Julius Jacobson

the fraudulence of Lindsay's progressive
claims. It is seeking to mobilize to the
fullest public opinion in defense of the
democratic right of access to the ballot,
because if Lindsay gets away with it
now, it will make it considerably more
difficult for radical ideas to get a hear-
ing in the future.

The SWP will show that Lindsay's
attack is a concrete illustration of the
illusoriness of democracy under capital-
ism, and that it is an example of the
extreme vulnerability to subversion by
capitalist politicians of the limited de-
mocratic rights guaranteed by capitalist
law. It will serve as one more proof
that democracy will only be real and
secure once capitalism has been abolish-
ed. We do not think Lindsay will get
away with it.

Ruth Gage Colby
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What the

front-runners
offer

New Yorkers

BY HOWARD REED

NEW YORK — The two front-runners
in the race to become mayor of the
country's biggest and most turbulent
city are Mario Procaccino, the Demo-
cratic nominee, and incumbent John
Lindsay, running on the Liberal Party
line.

Procaccino has emerged as the main
candidate symbolizing racist "law and
order." He has red-baited student dem-
onstrations, particularly those involving
blacks and Puerto Ricans, and he has
made ominous remarks about the fate
of welfare recipients under his future
administration.

He is not making any serious attempt
to win black and Puerto Rican support,
and he does not even claim to be much
concerned about the poverty that crushes
the lives of millions of New Yorkers. At
every opportunity, he praises the police.

John Lindsay is trying to cadge the
votes of those repulsed by the scarcely
concealed racism and overt conserva-
tism of Procaccino's campaign. He has
recently endorsed several black political
aspirants, spoken repeatedly of the "so-
cial causes of poverty," and assumed a
typically "dove" stance on the Vietnam
war.

(Lindsay's concern for minorities does
appear to stop somewhere short of con-
cern for the rights of minority political
candidates, as evidenced by his current
efforts to keep the Socialist Workers and
Socialist Labor parties off the ballot.)

The patronage-hungry bureaucrats of
the AFL-CIO Central Labor Council,
which has been tied to the Democratic
Party for many years and is dominated
by the heads of craft unions notorious
for barring Afro-Americans from the
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THE REALITY. New York liberals argue that
significant things hinge on the outcome of the con-
test between an open racist like Mario Procaccino

building trades, have endorsed Pro-
caccino.

Lindsay's official labor support has
come mainly from unions that bargain
with the city and have a high pro-
portion of black members. Victor Got-
baum, head of District Council 37 of
the American Federation of State, Coun-
ty and Municipal Employees, which rep-
resents 80,000 city workers, and the
heads of the 35,000-member Transport
Workers Union, have endorsed the
mayor. John DeLury of the Sanitation
Workers has said kind things about
him.

The Communist Party, although run-
ning its own candidate for mayor, has
supported the policy of the pro-Lindsay
union heads. An editorialist in the Aug.
23 issue of the CP paper, Daily World,
wrote of the fight waged inside the CLC
by the pro-Lindsay group:

"The unions of the minority bloc are

mature enough not to be swayed by
secondary, narrow considerations. They
have an eye on the major issues before
the country —the urgency of peace, a
shifting of the war expenditures against
poverty and for solving the urban cri-
sis. . "
The CP and the more "progressive"
trade-union-bureaucrats to the contrary
notwithstanding, Lindsay is in practice
just as opposed as Procaccino to the
struggles of the black community and
of the labor, antiwar and student move-
ments. As with Johnson and Goldwater,
Procaccino talks about it, while Lind-
say simply does it.

Lindsay, like Procaccino, supported
the antilabor Taylor Law, which for-
bids strikes by public employees and
provides for heavy reprisals against
strikers. He threatened to call out the
National Guard against striking tran-
sit workers and sanitation workers.

While he has done nothing to improve
the scandalous conditions of the city's
school system, he has repeatedly sent
cops against black parents and students
protesting the situation and trying to
do something about it.

He sponsored legislation to give the
mayor authority to arrest up to 10,000
people a day during black and Puerto
Rican rebellions. :

His cops viciously assaulted students
occupying buildings at Columbia Uni-
versity in the spring of 1968, and this
spring more than 200 of his cops oc-
cupied the City College campus for a
week.

Lindsay refused to support a city-
council resolution which would have

raised the minimum wage of workers
in firms doing business with the city
from $1.75 to $2.50 an hour; the
mayor found the proposed higher mini-
mum wage "unrealistic.”

In the long run, real change can be
made in this society only if a revolu-
tionary movement is built in complete
independence from capitalist politicians.

And even in the short run, the effective
way to fight the conservatism and
racism represented by Procaccino is by
independent, mass action. What men
like Lindsay or Procaccino do in office
is little affected by their personalities or
whatever views they may hold. Every
capitalist politician is, within the frame-
work of his basic commitment to the
capitalist system, first of all an oppor-
tunist, and what he does will be largely
determined by the response his actions
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and a liberal capitalist politician like John Lindsay.
We believe that the reality of social relations ex-
pressed in this photo will not be changed by either.

engender in the population.

Procaccino's policies will be stopped,
not by Lindsay, but by an independent
mass movement.

This is the message of the Socialist
Workers Party campaign. Paul Boutelle,
the SWP mayoral candidate, and his
running mates are waging their cam-
paign in order to give political support
and leadership to the mass struggles in
the city, and not, like the CP candi-
dates, to mask real support to Lindsay.

All the SWP candidates are active
builders of the antiwar movement. They
actively support black and Puerto Rican
control of the black and Puerto Rican
communities. They fought the racist
school shut-down last fall. They are
utilizing their campaign to win mass
support for these struggles.

Three radical leaders
fight frame-up in Florida

BY JOHN SUGG

GAINESVILLE, Fla.— Three leaders
of the radical movement here will be
brought to trial soon on a variety of
frame-up charges intended to dis-
courage movement activity. The trials
are scheduled to open within the next
six weeks.

The three are Charles Fulwood, for-
mer minister of information of the Junta
of Militant Organizations, who is now
associated with the Black Panther Party
in Boston; Edward James Fine, a
founder of the Florida Socialist Union
and currently a Young Socialist Alliance
activist here; and Edward Freeman,
former chairman of the Gainesville SDS.

Fulwood was arrested April 5 while
traveling from Gainesville to Sarasota
to deliver a speech on the anniversary
of Martin Luther King's assassination.

After having been held illegally for
36 hours and subjected to a series of
racist humiliations, Fulwood and his
companions were released on $500-per-

person bail. Fulwood was charged with

"transportation of obscene literature."
The "obscene" literature in question was
a Black Panther Party film and a copy
of a black community newsletter,
Burning Spear. Fulwood is being rep-
resented by attorney Maynard Swanson,
vice-chairman of the Florida Civil Lib-
erties Union.

Fine has been charged with "technical
probation violation,” and if an Oct. 30
hearing finds him guilty, he could go

to prison for four years.

Fine was convicted on a phony mari-
huana charge last year, after deputies
illegally searched and ransacked his
house. He was sentenced to four years
on probation, and one of the terms of
his probation was that he had to in-
form his probation officer each time
he left the county. But the probation
officer gave Fine blanket permission
to travel up to 100 miles from Gaines-
ville. On a number of occasions, Fine
made such trips.

In June, Fine was arrested and
charged with having left the county —
three months before, when he had
traveled to Cecil Field Naval Air Sta-
tion (57 miles away) to distribute leaf-
lets inviting GIs to join the forthcoming
antiwar mobilization. One of the depu-
ties who arrested Fine admitted he was
being picked up for "political" reasons.
Fine's probation officer now denies that
he ever gave the blanket, 100-miletravel
permission. Fine is free on $2,500 bail.

Edward Freeman is being framed on
a drug charge. His arraignment is
scheduled for Sept. 11.

These attempts to silence radicals by
use of "drug" and "obscenity" charges
and technical probation violations must
be defeated. The Florida Defense Com-
mittee urgently needs funds to cover
legal expenses for these frame-up vic-
tims. Contributions should be sent to
Florida Defense Committee, Box 13157,
University Station, Gainesville, Fla.
32601.
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APPLESAUCE? Nixon says more unemployment will bring
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lower prices. With current inflationary pressures next de-
pression may see apples peddled at 50 cents.

Nixon’s moves to

BY DICK ROBERTS

SEPT. 16 — The longest upturn in the
history of the American economy has
overreached itself, according to theecon-
omic specialists and advisers of the
U.S. ruling class.

The Nixon administration has adopt-
ed economic policies bent on slowing the
economy, possibly by the year's end.
It is following this course although
there have been increased warnings that
such a slowdown could lead to reces-
sion.

Washington dopesters Rowland Evans
and Robert Novack spelled this out in
their nationally syndicated news column
Aug. 30:

"Behind the facade of forced optimism
about the state of the economy, Presi-
dent Nixon's economic policy makers
have decided to stick indefinitely to the
tight money attack against inflation de-
spite the grim forboding that it almost
surely will produce a 1970 recession —
possibly of severe dimensions."

Evans and Novack reported that the
hard-line recessionary measures were be-
ing followed despite"growing realization
inside the administration that this policy
will stop the inflation later than had
been hoped and at a cost to theeconomy
far greater than expected.

"That is," they continued, "lack of fi-
nancing will slow down the economy so
much that business activity will slump
and unemployment will soar."

In order to understand these policies,
it is necessary to place them in the con-
text of the sharply increased competi-
tion in world trade. Inflation of the
American economy has meant that U. S.
goods have been increasingly priced out
of foreign markets while cheaper for-
eign-made goods have been able to pene-
trate the American market.

One has only to note the sharp profit
declines of U.S. auto corporations to-
gether with the figures on foreign-car
sales in this country —over one million
last year —to get to the essence of theim-
perialists' worries.

They see a recession— cutting back
jobs and wages—as the best way to
salvage their declining advantages in
world trade.

At a time when a capitalist economy
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has near to full employment, as has
been the case in this country since the
first major escalation of the Vietnam
war in 1965, workers are more inclin-
ed, individually and through their un-
ions, to press for higher wages. Similar-
ly, when there is a favorable job mar-
ket they are more inclined to resist em-
ployer efforts to increase profit mar-
gins by speeding up workers.

And in a good job: situation those
seeking work tend to turn down the
lower-paying jobs, forcing sweatshop
employers to raise wages to compete for
available labor.

American workers have been all but
denied the advantages of the wage in-
creases they have won during this per-
iod by the war-primed inflation that
drives prices up at even faster rates.
The real weekly earnings of American
workers, that is, the buying power of
their dollars after taking into account
higher prices, has increased only mar-
ginally since the beginning of the es-
calated war.

Nevertheless, this price inflation is
intolerable to the capitalists in world
trade. Inflation keeps up their profits —
it does this at the risk of endangering
long-run profitability in international
competition. As far back as January
1968, the president's Council of Econ-
omic Advisers declared:

"The task of decelerating price and
cost increases and of gradually restoring
price stability is the key assignment for
economic policy in 1968." It is all the
more so today.

The capitalists hope to increase the
pool of unemployed workers and drive
wages back. They want to reverse the
near-to-full employment conditions de-
scribed above. They are resorting to
the classical formula of enlarging the
"reserve army of unemployed.”

With increased unemployment, of
course, the conditions which make for
higher wages tend to turn around. The
Nixon administration is bent on turn-
ing them around.

"The administration is prepared to
inflict pain,” Business Week opined Sept.
6. "If policy makers do opt for a har-
sher policy, they will have to shut their
ears to protests about unemploy-
ment . . ."

The White House made two significant
additions to its recessionary measures
recently which illustrate the course it
is following.

On Sept. 3, while black workers were
being attacked by Pittsburgh cops for
demonstrating to get construction jobs,
Vice President Agnew announced that
the administration was cutting federal
spending on construction a whopping
75 percent.

This comes at a time when the con-
struction industry, which accounts for
over one tenth of national output, is
already hard hit by inflation. Further-
more, increased federal interest rates
mean more expensive home mortgages
and a consequent slowdown in housing
starts.

The second administration move to-
ward recession was the tax billannounc-
ed Sept. 4. This bill was significantly
tougher than one passed by the House
of Representatives in August.

"Wall Street reacted with undisguised
glee yesterday to the Nixon admini-
stration's tax bill,” a New York Times
correspondent wrote Sept. 5.

"What they are going to do,” Sen-
ator Hartke (D-Ind.)complained in Con-
gress Sept. 4, "is increase the taxes for
the ordinary taxpayer, the individual,
by $1.7 billion, and at the same time
they will decrease the amount of taxes
which corporations would have to pay
by $1.6 billion. Apparently president
Nixon believes that his forgotten Amer-
ican is a president of a corporation.”

Nixon's "gradualism," his "secret
plans,”" his promises of reform, his"care"
for the "lowest-income bracket," is wash-
ing out with the deepening contradictions
of U.S. capitalism. He steps into stride
as the chief executive in the government
of the capitalist ruling class and presses
its needs against those of the overwhelm-
ing majority of the population.

The contradictions of the capitalistsys-
tem cannot be more clearly expressed
than in the terms of the present econ-
omic conjuncture: It cannottolerate pro-
sperity! The "boom" is too much. Day
after day the economic specialists of
the bourgeoisie search the facts and
figures for signs that the recession they
so fervently desire is finally beginning
to materialize.

An ironic example was the announce-
ment in Washington Sept. 8 that the
rate of unemployment fell in August,
from 3.6 to 3.5 percent, despite reces-
sionary policies. It meant 313,000 Am-
ericans found jobs when the government
is trying hard to reduce available jobs.

Howard Stambler, a spokesman for
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slow economy

the Labor Department, was at pains
to explain that the overall trend is in
the other direction. The "indications of
an easing in the demand for workers
seem to be getting a little stronger,"
Stambler assured reporters.

It may seem insane, but in contrast
to the days when government spokes-
men were always assuring that employ-
ment was on the rise, now they feel
moved to assure that unemployment is
increasing!

"Other signs of a welcome slowing
down of the nation's inflationary econ-
omy," the Wall Street Journal reported
Sept. 9, "included a decline in the close-
ly watched average work week in man-
ufacturing to a seasonally adjusted 40.6
hours from 40.7 hours in July . .."

Although the "unemployment rate for
white workers remained unchanged atan
adjusted 3.2 percent, the volatile rate for
Negro and other nonwhite workers
climbed to 6.5 percent last month from
6.4 percent in July."

Why is it, when what are more than
ever needed are more jobs, more build-
ing, better houses, better education for
literally millions of Americans — and this
is not to speak of those two-thirds of the
world's population who go to bed hung-
ry every night—the glutted U.S. econ-
omy is too fat? And the "fat' that must
apparently be stripped away is precisely
the jobs, the housing, the health, edu-
cation and welfare of the poor?

The capitalist economic system is gov-
erned in the interests of a few giant
corporations and their worldwide mono-
polies and investment empires. The pres-
sure for recession comes from the mono-
polists; it is designed to bolster their
competitive position in world trade and
to do this without cutting back on their
vast military machine and their attack
on Vietnam.

It need hardly be pointed out that the
best and quickest way to end the infla-
tion would be to get out of Vietnam now.
The very fact of Nixon's recessionary

‘policies proves that he has no inten-

tions whatsoever of withdrawing from
Vietnam.

It is the war that has inflated the
American economy and has driven up
the prices of U.S. goods, undercutting
the competitive ability of U.S. mono-
polies in world trade. The recession is
designed to shift the weight of this infla-
tion onto the backs of the masses of Am-
ericans, through job cuts, through wage
cuts, without ending the war.
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Blacks press
Pittsburgh
job fight

By DICK ROBERTS

SEPT. 17— The federal government
will enter today the deadlocked talks
in Pittsburgh between the Black Con-
struction Coalition and the white-ruled
building trades unions.

This follows a 4,500-strong "Black
Monday" Coalition demonstration on
Sept. 15. The same day Coalition rep-
resentatives tore up what was supposed
to be a concession offer by the unions.

The Sept. 15 march in downtown
Pittsburgh was the largest demonstra-
tion so far in the ongoing battle of
black workers for a fair share of well-
paid construction-industry jobs. Parade
marshals were reported to have kept
strict order throughout the two-and-a-
half hour march.

The Pittsburgh Commission on Hu-
man Relations has estimated that of the
more than 30,000 construction jobs in
the Pittsburgh area fewer than 2 per-
cent are held by blacks who make up
20 percent of the city's population.

The racist officials of the building
trades unions make a pretense of al-
lowing blacks in, but the Sept. 6 Bus-
iness Week reported that: "Black mem-

U. of Ill. YSA
presses job fight

CHICAGO — Students at the
University of Illinois Chicago
Circle Campus are planning
actions in support of the Coali-
tion for United Community Act-
ion battle for blackjobs in the:
construction industry.

Pointing to university com-
plicity with the racist practices
of theconstructionindustry and

job-trust union officials, the
University of Illinois Young

Socialist Alliance issued a call
for a broad ad hoc committee
to fight the university’s hmng»
policies. . ‘

The university cuntends 1t is

not involved in the controversy
over employment practices in
construction.
But a YSA leaflet pointed out,
f the university really upheld
their supposed policy of non-
discrimination, they would
have:

1) Broken the construction
contract when these racist hir-
ing policies were revealed.

©*2) Strongly protested the
police harassment of the dem-
onstrators and demanded that
all charges be dropped. .

“3) Condemned the circuit
court injunction which protects
selfish interests of the employgrs 5
and union bureaucrats.

A meeting to form a commit-
tee and to start planning stra-
tegy is called for Tues., Sept.
30, at 12 noon in the Ward
Gallery, Circle Center. . "
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Pittsburgh cops attack black job demonstrators Aug. 26

bership has increased by less than one
percent since 1963 when the Pittsburgh
Building Trades Council pledged to end
discrimination in its ranks."

A steelworker named Cail Morris told
Business Week, "] was at the demonstra-
tion [Sept. 3], as a past construction
worker. I used to be a hod carrier,
but I just couldn't get any higher. You
can't get into the union without pull."

"The gap between the two factions
never was wider in the black commun-
ity's drive for more union jobs," the
Pittsburgh Press reported Sept. 16 when
Coalition spokesmen rejected a union
offer.

The offer consisted in nothing more
than "agreement’ by the unions to "ask"
Pennsylvania Labor Industry Secretary
Clifford Jones to survey the "people in
the minority community who wish to
be considered under the program.”

Before this "offer" the Coalition had
demanded 2,200 to 2,500 black jobs

The Chicago

CHICAGO —Mayor Daley has joined
hands with the racist building-trades
union bureaucrats and the construction
industry in their attempt to thwart the
escalating struggle of Chicago blacks for
a fair share of construction jobs here.

This has led to a possibly unexpected
rebellion —in the ranks of the police
force itself.

On Sept. 8, Daley's cops arrested four
leaders of the Coalition for United Com-
munity Action at a construction-site de-
monstration on the University of Illinois
Chicago Circle Campus.

The Coalition leaders arrested were
the Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, nationalhead
of SCLC's Operation Breadbasket;
Leonard B. Sengali of the Black P.
Stone Nation; Frank Weathers of the
Black Disciples and Lawrence Patterson
of the Conservative Vice Lords.

On Sept. 10, despite Police Department
orders to the contrary, the Afro-Amer-
ican Patrolmen's League held a news
conference in the lobby of the Central
Police Headquarters and came out in
support of the Coalition struggle.

Buzz Palmer, executive secretary of
the Patrolmen's League, declared: "For
policemen to say, 'We are only doing
our job' is to quote Adolph Eichmann
when he defended the extermination of
10 million people. . . . The black com-
munity will struggle for the right to

in construction in five years. After tear-
ing up the "offer," Coalition spokesmen
demanded 25 percentunion membership
for blacks — 7,500 jobs.

"They came in here and said 'You
niggers go to hell," one Coalition speak-
er told the Pittsburgh Press.

Federal government negotiators stack
the cards even further against black
workers in the Pittsburgh talks. The
Nixon administration's contempt for
black people and their struggle for de-
cent living conditions has been more
than amply demonstrated in the eight
months since Nixon took office.

Instead of launching a vast housing
program and rebuilding the cities to
provide jobs for all, Nixon is doing
the same thing the Democrats did before
him: pouring billions into the war while
slashing federal spending on all fronts.

Nixon's recessionary measures in-
clude a drastic cut of federal construc-
tion contracts (see story page 13).

construct buildings in Chicago."

The Sept. 8 demonsiration, numbering
about 800 and composed largely of
militant South Side youths, had been
called in defiance of a court injunction
confining the number of construction-
site pickets to six.

The pickets assembled in front of the
Circle Center Building in the center of
campus, held a brief rally and moved
to the construction site. There were 200
cops alongside the fence surrounding
the $17-million university construction
job.

The cops allowed Coalition leaders
to enter the site and meet with repre-
sentatives of the company and building-
trades unions. After a brief, unfruitful
meeting, Coalition leaders left four mem-
bers inside to talk to construction work-
ers while the others returned to the
picket line.

It was then discovered that the four

who had remained inside were under

arrest on charges of —trespassing!

Buzz Palmer was flanked by wuni-
formed black policemen and surrounded
by about 100 other Afro-Americans in
the Sept. 10 news conference, which was
packed with radio, TV and newspaper
reporters.

"At this critical point in history," Pal-
mer stated, "we black policemen are
standing up to be counted. People who
are denied the right to build their own

According to the Civil Rights Act of
1964, the Attorney General is supposed
to be empowered to enjoin offenders
when there is a "pattern of discrimin-
ation" in federally-financed jobs, That
certainly applies to building trades
unions and contractors.

But U.S. Attorney General Mitchell
is sitting tight while the demand for
fair hiring in construction jobs seethes
around the nation.

Meanwhile, the government pretends
to be interested in helping minority
youths get around discriminatory union
training programs. It has an operation
called "Apprenticeship Outreach.” Thatis
training exactly 3,800 youths on a na-
tional basis and is funded at $3.8 mil-
lion —the cost of one hour's fighting
in Vietnam.

That one statistic gives a pretty clear
picture of where the capitalist govern-
ment stands on the question of jobs
for black people.

building trades battle

destinies have few options. In order
to survive they must either struggle
or surrender. . .

"In struggle, the potential for violence
escalates. The need for a fair, just and
impartial police department becomes
paramount. We members of the Afro-
American Patrolmen's League will con-
tinue to work toward that goal. We will
no longer allow ourselves to be used
as the oppressors of this black commun-
ity in which we live. We will become its
protectors.”

Palmer protested racism within the
police department and the refusal of
Police Commissioner Conlisk to meet
or talk with representatives of the Lea-
gue, which was formed about a year ago
and has a membership of between 600
and 700 policemen.

The last attempt to talk with Conlisk
was after the shooting of a black teen-
ager in the back in a white neighbor-
hood, by a white off-duty cop. A few
weeks later in the same neighborhood,
a young black got out of his car to
repair a defective muffler and was beat-
en to death by a white man.

Palmer called it "the first open lynch-
ing in modern Chicago history."

Responding to a question on law and
order, Palmer said, "Until there is law
and order in the police department there
cannot be law and order in the
community."
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He catches on—"1 am convinced from
the headlines that a confused picture
has been presented in the United States
on the military situation in Vietnam,
and that much misinformation prevails
on the economic and political situation
there."— Rep. Robert Sikes, Fla.

Skip the malarkey — Army reservists
from the Omaha, Neb., area, due back
from Vietnam next month, have written
their congressmen and local officials
emphasizing that they don't want any

welcoming speeches, parades, etc. They .

said they just want to return to their
families.

Doublespeak dep't — Philadelphia's
police department, one of the most no-
torious head-busting agencies in the
country, apparently has some kind of
a sense of humor. It advertises in the
local press for new hands with a head-
ing: "Peace Men."

Pearls before Fine? — In tributeto New
York's Finest, a city council subcom-
mittee approved a bill to name a street
in the area of the slated new $45-million
police headquarters "Avenue of the
Finest." The site of the new headquarters
begins at Pearl St.

It all depends — Actress Shelley
Winters, 46, on why she will not be
appearing nude in any of her perfor-
mances: "Because I think it is disgusting,
shameful and damaging to all things
American." "But," she adds, "if I were
22 with a great body, it would be
artistic, tasteful, patriotic, and a pro-
gressive, religious experience.”

The high cost of living high — Several
weeks ago we commented, perhaps in
an unduly caustic way, that Mrs. Jackie
Onassis had contributed a big $200 to
striking South Carolina hospital un-
ion workers. We didn't realize then
what she was up against. According
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to Boston Record-American correspon-
dent Ned Sparks, the Onassis' had living
expenses of more than $15 million
during the first year of their marriage.
This included upkeep on nine homes,
a yacht and an island, plus wages for
over 200 servants. Maybe those hospital
workers ought to take up a collection
for Mrs. Onassis.

Preview for SDS? — The July issue of
The New Worker, voice of the Com-
munist Party USA (Marxist-Leninist),
contains the following notice: "All Party
members who have either been expelled
or suspended since the last National
Party Congress and desire to attend
the Second National Party Congress
should communicate with the National
Office in Los Angeles. All suspended or
expelled Central Committee members
will receive invitations."

Lack early love—Prof. James Skip-
per of Case Western Reserve has made
a close study of strippers. He found
they're bigger than average and have
"extremely well-developed breasts." He
further concluded they become strippers
because of a lack of affection at home,
particularly from their fathers. Maybe
the fathers are all out at the burlesque.

Let's do it again—"0n Jan. 22, 1946,
on Capitol Hill, Gen. Eisenhower, then
Chief of Staff, was ambushed by militant
representatives of the 'Bring Daddy
Home Clubs." Angry women backed
him against a wall and laid down a
barrage of demands that left him
flushed, breathless and, in his own
words . . . 'emotionally upset.' In this
atmosphere it is not surprising that
congressional leaders “of both parties
sought to outbid each other for public
applause in the drive to disband our

armies .. ."—Former Congressman
Chester Bowles in the Sept. 9 Look.
HARRY RING

ARIZONA: Phoenix: YSA, c/o Lindley Garner, P.O
Box 750, Tempe, Arizona 85281. Tel; (602) 966-0430.

CALIFORNIA: Berkeley: SWP and YSA, 2519-A Tele-
graph Avenue, Berkeley, Calif. 94704. Tel: (415) 848-
9334.

Hayward: YSA, Steve Chainey, 2010 B Street, Hay-
ward, Calif. 94541, Tel: (415) 581-1015.

Los Angeles: SWP and YSA, 1702 E. 4th St., Los
Angeles, Calif. 90033. Tel: (213) 269-4953.

San Francisco: SWP, YSA, Militant Labor Forum, and
Pioneer Books, 2338 Market St., San Francisco, Calif.
94114, Tel: (415) 626-9958.

San Diego: Alan Stancliff, 4143 Georgia, San Diego,
Calif. 92103.

COLORADO: Boulder: YSA, c/o Chuck Melien, 1044
University, Boulder, Co. 80302.

FLORIDA: Gainesville: YSA, Box' 13157, University
Sta., Gainesville, Fla. 3260I.

GEORGIA: Atlanta: SWP, YSA and bookstore, 1176-
1/2 Peachtree St., Atlanta, Ga. 30309. Tel: (404) 876-

2230.
ILLINOIS: Carbondale: YSA, c/o Bill Moffett, P.O. Box

166, Carbondale, l1l 62901. Tel: (618) 549-6214.

Champaign-Urbana: YSA, P.O. Box 2099, Sta. A,
Champaign, Ill. 61820. Tel: (217) 359-1333.

Chicago: SWP, YSA and bookstore, 302 S. Canal St.,
Rm. 204, Chicago, IIl. 60606. Tel: (312) 939-2667.

DeKalb: YSA and bookstore, c/o Frank Boehm, 235
N. First St., DeKalb, Ill. 60115.

INDIANA: Bloomington: YSA, c/o Marilyn Vogt, Uni-
versity Apt. 3-E, Bloomington, Ind. 47401.

KANSAS: Lawrence: YSA, c¢/o Bob Mears, 919 Con-
necticut #2, Lawrence, Kan. 66044. Tel: (913) VI3-4620.

KENTUCKY: Lexington: YSA, c/o Ed Jurenas, 1610 S.
Limestone, Lexington, Ky. 40503. Tel: (606) 278-8544.

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: SWP and YSA, ¢/o Militant
Labor Forum, 295 Huntington Ave., Rm 307, Boston,
Mass. 02115. Tel: (617) 536-6981.

MICHIGAN: Ann Arbor: YSA, c/o Bill D'Angelo,
725 W. Huron, Ann Arbor, Mich. Tel: (313) 662-6385

Detroit: SWP and YSA, Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737
Woodward Ave., Detroit, Mich. 48201. Tel: (313) TE1-
6135.

East Lansing: YSA, c/o Alec Harshey, 914 Lilac #7,
East Lansing, Mi. 48823.

Ypsilanti: YSA, c/o Dave Davis, 913 Washtenaw #16,
Ypsilanti, Mich. 48197. Tel: (313) 482-7348.

'

MINNESOTA: Minneapolis-St. Paul: SWP, YSA and
Labor Bookstore, 1 University N.E. (at E. Hennepin)
2nd fl., Mpls. 55413. Tel: (612) 523-5468.

MISSOURI: Kansas City: YSA, c/o Paul Schmidtlein,
5437 Charlotte, K.C., Mo. 64118. Tel: (816) EM1-4883.

St. Lovis: YSA, c/o Bill Onasch, Schardell Hotel, Rm.
30, 280 N. Skinker Bvld., St. Louis, Mo. 63130.

NEW JERSEY: Newark: YSA, c/o Walt Brod, 425
Mt. Prospect Ave., Newark, N.J. 07104. Tel: (201)
483-8513.

NEW YORK: Albany: YSA, c/o Bill O'Kain, 313 State
St., Albany, N.Y. 12210.

Binghamton: YSA, c/o Peter Gellert, Box 1389, Har-
pur College, Binghamton, N.Y. 13901,

New York City: SWP and YSA and bookstore, 873
Broadway, N.Y, N.Y.10003. Tel: (212) 982-6051.

NORTH CAROLINA: Chapel Hill-Durham: YSA, c/o
Bob Friedman, P.O. Box 10, Carrboro, N.C. 27510.
27514. Tel: (919) 942-3024.

OHIO: Cleveland: SWP and YSA, 13900 Euclid Ave.,
East Cleveland, Oh. 44112 Tel: (216) 249-8250.

Kent: YSA, P.O. Box 116, Kent, Ohio 44240.

Yellow Springs: YSA, c¢/o Dick Taylor, Antioch Union,
Yellow Springs, Oh. 45387. Tel: (513) 767-9063.

OREGON: Portland: YSA, c/o Tonie Porter, 5203 S.
W. Pomona, Portland, Oregon, 97219. Tel: (503) 246-
9245,

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: SWP and YSA, 686
N. Broad St., Philadelphia, Penna. 19130. Tel: (215)
CE 6-6998.

RHODE ISLAND: Providence: YSA, c/o Jeff Powers,
134 Benefit St., Providence, R. |. 02902,

TEXAS: Austin: YSA c/o Tom Kincaid, 2201 B Nueces,
Austin, Texas 78705.

Houston: YSA, c/o Fred Brode, 5420 Olana, Houston,
Texas 77039.

UTAH: Logan: YSA, c/o Sterne McMullen, 763 E. 9th
North, Logan, Utah 84321.

WASHINGTON, D.C.: YSA, c/o Kathy Coram, 3518
Wisconsin Ave. N.W. #3. Tel. (202) 362-0037.

WASHINGTON: Seattle: SWP and YSA, 5257 Uni-
versity Way N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98105. Tel: (206)
523-2555.

WISCONSIN: Madison: YSA, 202 W, Gilman, Madi-
son, Wisc. 53703. Tel: (608) 256-0857.

Reading for revolutionaries

“STUDEN, TEACHERS AND WORKERS
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May 1968 in France

TOGETHER,” said

banner at front of the demonstration May 13 in Paris at height of

general strike.

Revolt in France. Published by Les
Evans. Distributed by Merit Publishers.
168 pp, $1.95.

This is the story of the unprecedented
uprising that shook France in May
and June of 1968. It is a rich collection
of articles from various publications
arranged by subject matter and written
by many authors, some of whom were
on the spot witnesses and others, lead-
ing participants in the events. There are
many excellent photographs and car-
toons in the book as well.

The May-June events are still the sub-
ject of differing points of view. What
happened and why, what could have
been done, and where do France and
all Western Europe now stand as a
result—these are some of the questions
that are still being debated, especially
in radical circles.

The French Communist Party, those
who agree with its position in other
countries, and some other observers
hold that the upheaval was not a rev-
olutionary uprising, that the conditions
for a revolution were not present. This
view is challenged by the contents of
this work. The evidence sustains the
view that there was indeed a revolu-
tionary situation created by the student
uprising which brought on a tremen-
dous general strike encompassing the
majority of the French working class,
10 million workers, and drawing in
its wake large elements of the farm

population, intellectuals and middle-
class elements.

The book tells about the activities of
these people and the reaction of the
ruling class and the de Gaulle govern-
ment. It describes the day-to-day acts
of the various political parties, how
they reacted to the crisis, what they
proposed, what they actually said and
did, and how events were influenced as
a result.

There is a special emphasis on the
activities of the Communist Party of
France, which is the largest working-
class party in that country and the most
influential in the unions.

One of the many lessons to be drawn
from the French events is in connection
with the working class as a revolu-
tionary factor in industrially developed
capitalist countries. One school of
thought, identified with Herbert Mar-
cuse and other new left writers, has held
that the workers cannot be expected to
act in a revolutionary way any longer
because they are quite comfortable,
bought off by capitalism, and are now
a part of the establishment. This school
believes that if there is to be a revolu-
tion, it will have to be made by some-
one else.

The French events throw considerable
light on this extremely important ques-
tion. This collection of articles, reprinted
as they were first written in the heat of
battle, indicates that the new left writers
were somewhat premature in consigning
the working class to oblivion. The 10
million who conducted the largest gen-
eral strike in history, have, like Mark
Twain, stated that the report of their
death has been exaggerated.

The book also contains reports of
the reactions to the French events from
several other countries.

—MILTON ALVIN

MILITANT - YOUNG SOCIALIST
SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION OFFER

3 Months of The Militant (50¢) and 3 Months of the Young Socialist (50¢)
BOTH FOR $1.00

NAME NAME
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STATE ZIP STATE Zip

Please fill out both sides of coupon

Make all checks payable to The Militant, 873 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10003
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Atlanta socialist vows

continued election fight

ATLANTA, Sept. 17— Linda Jenness,
the Socialist Workers Party candidate
for mayor of Atlanta, declared today that
despite the undemocratic Atlanta election
law that has barred her from the Oct.
7 ballot, she will continue to wage her
campaign, now on a write-in basis, as
vigorously as before.

She has been barred from the ballot
by a section of the law requiring of
candidates two years' residencein Atlan-
ta.

The socialist candidate's fight for the
right to run was instrumental in over-
turning — temporarily, at least—one
part of the discriminatory, undemocra-
tic election law. On Sept. 9, U. S. Supreme
Court Justice Hugo Black ruled on an
action initiated by Linda Jenness that
the city of Atlanta would either have
to postpone the fall elections or reduce
the prohibitively high $1,000 candi-
dates' filing fee. Rather than risk hav-
ing to postpone the election, the city's
board of alderman decided that anyone
who considered himself financially un-
able to pay the fee would be exempt
from it.

Previously, the city had demanded a
$5,000 filing fee, but on Aug. 5, a three-
judge panel, responding to a petition
by Linda Jenness, ruled that the law
was discriminatory and ordered the fee
reduced. The board of aldermen then
set the $1,000 charge—which was, of
course, practically just as prohibitive
for independent candidates representing
the poor, the black, and the working peo-
ple to meet as the higher one.

When Linda Jenness went to the city
clerk's office yesterday to file for a
ballot place, she struck out of the af-
fidavit she was required to sign a sen-
tence reading that to qualify for mayor
a voter must have lived in Atlanta for

two years. The city clerk then refused
to accept the affidavit.

In a statement issued today, the SWP
candidate, who is a native of Georgia,
said, "I have lived in Atlanta for a
little more than one year. I am a qual-
ified voter in this city, and on that
basis I have the right to run for of-
fice. The two-year residency requirement
is discriminatory, it is unconstitutional,
it deprives me of my rights as a quali-
fied voter." She also noted that the city
ordinance contradicts the state law,
which allows any qualified voter to run
for office.

Despite the law's unconstitutionality,
Linda Jenness said, "after consultation
with several lawyers, we have concluded
that it is too late to challenge this par-
ticular law in the courts at this time.
Because of this discriminatory law, and
the short time between now and elec-
tion day, and only because of this, I
plan to carry out a spirited and serious
write-in campaign for the office of mayor
of Atlanta."

She stressed that in the future as in
the past, her campaign would not be
simply an educational one. "I have run
a fighting campaign,” she declared. "I
have fought in the courts against the
outrageously high qualifying fees and
for democratic elections. My campaign
is fully identified with that fight. As
a candidate, I have actively participated
in demonstrations against the Vietnam
war and in demonstrations against the
Atlanta Housing Authority, and I have
demonstrated against the hike in bus
fares. I intend to carry out the same
kind of fighting, action-oriented cam-
paign in the form of a write-in."

In the fight against the filing fee,
the socialist candidate cooperated closely
with two aldermanic candidates, Ethel

400 protest cop brutality,

hear Linda Jenness

ATLANTA, Sept. 12 — Linda Jenness,
Socialist Workers candidate for mayor
of Atlanta, was among the speakers at
a rally protesting police brutality in the
black community tonight. The rally,
called by the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference and by supporters of
Dr. Horace Tate, the only black can-
didate running for mayor, was held in
response to the beating of black prison-
ers behind closed doors in the city jails.
About 400 attended.

The incident was made public when
a black veteran of the police force, De-
witt Smith, held a news conference and
described the beating.

There were numerous board of al-
dermen and board of education can-
didates present at the meeting as well
as Maynard Jackson, black candidate
for vice-mayor. Jackson was booed and
hissed off the platform by the predom-
inantly black audience, mostly Tate sup-
porters, when he refused to say that
he would endorse Tate.

Linda Jenness was introduced by
Hosea Williams of SCLC as the "social-
ist candidate who has saved many of
you who are running for office lots of
money." She described incidents of po-
lice brutality that had been reported to
her and called for a police force in the
black community that would be control-
led by the community, and made up of

people from the community.

Asked if she supported Tate, she re-
ceived applause when she stated, "I will
support any black candidate that is run-
ning independent of the Democratic and
Republican parties. The Democraticand
Republican parties are racist to the core
and have sold black people down the
river for hundreds of years.

"I support independent black political
action and support the formation of an
independent black political party. If Dr.
Tate is running independent of those
two racist parties and opposes those
two parties, then he should say so and
I would then welcome the opportunity
to support him."

One of the best received speeches of
the evening was given by John Shabazz
of the Black Muslims. "Don't go to
Mayor Ivan Allen complaining that(po-
lice) Chief Jenkins ain't getting the job
done," he explained. "That's like going
to Capone with tales about Dillinger."

When Mrs. Jenness accompanied other
candidates on atour of Mead Packaging,
the largest paper company in Atlanta,
campaign supporters accompanied her
-and distributed campaign platforms and
stickers to the workers, many of whom
are black. Most accepted the material
enthusiastically and several raised
clenched fists in solidarity salutes.

-

.
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Linda Jenness

Mae Matthews and Julia Shields. Jus-
tice Black's decision was formally on a
suit brought by them, in which, for
technical reasons, Linda Jenness could
not be included. But it was a "class
action,” that is, one that pertains not
only to the two petitioners but also to
all individuals in the same situation.
Black's decision thus pertains to anyone
who wishes to run for office here but
is unable to satisfy the $1,000 filing-
fee requirement.

On Sept. 10, the day following Black's
ruling, the socialist standard bearer ex-
plained the importance of the decision at

a news conference. "The impact of yes-
terday's ruling,” she said, "cannot be
underestimated. It means that poor peo-
ple, both black and white, who other-
wise could not pay the qualifying fee,
now have the opportunity to run for
office in the coming city elections. I
sincerely hope that in light of this rul-
ing many people, especially from the
black community, people who havebeen
active in the struggles in their communi-
ties, and those who are independent of
the Democratic and Republican party
machines, will announce their candi-
dacies and qualify."

Chicanos mobilize to defend
youths framed by L. A. cops

LOS ANGELES — Alfredo "Bear" Bry-
an, a 16-year-old Chicano, and Richard
"Richeo" Ortiz, 15, face murder charges.

Alfredo Bryan was shot five times —
three times in the back, once in the groin
and once in the leg — when cops invaded
the Pico Gardens housing project Aug.
19. Richard Ortiz'’ mother described
what happened to him: "The police took
my boy across the railroad tracks and
beat him, and when I saw him again
he was in a daze; he couldn't under-
stand what I was saying."

A cop named Jerry Maddox died dur-
ing the police invasion, and the police
arrested Bear and Richeo as well as
Jaime Rodriguez, John Fernandez and
Marco Gutierrez. The other three were
released for lack of evidence after being
held for three days, but Bear and Richeo
were charged with murder.

While Alfredo Bryan lay in the hospi-
tal in serious condition, about 50 Chi-
cano residents of Pico Gardens met Aug.
23 to form the Bear and Richeo De-
fense Committee. A leaflet had been dis-
tributed calling for a meeting of all
community residents and asking, "What
really happened at the shooting?' and,
"What are you, as part of the concerned
community, going to do about it?"

Bryan's attorney, Robert N. Harris,
told the defense meeting, "Freddie is in

danger of being tried as an adult, con- -

victed of murder in a prejudiced atmos-
phere, held until he is 18 and then exe-
cuted. We're fighting for a fair trial.
And, because of the attitude of the Los
Angeles Police Department toward the
Mexican community, we need all the
help we can get."

Harris is also protesting a bedside
court hearing in the prison hospital in
which Bryan was forced to make a
statement while still feeling the effects

of sedation following an operation; the
statement was not made available to the
attorney.

The night Bryan was shot and Mad-
dox died, 20 to 30 youths were dragged
out of their homes and held for ques-
tioning. The mother of Jaime Rodri-
guez reported that two men in sports
clothes, who only later identified them-
selves as police, pushed themselves into
her home asking for Jaime and ridiculed
the La Raza posters on the walls. When
Jorge Rodriguez, 17, asked what they
wanted, they replied, "Shut up, you little
son of a bitch."

About 600 families live in Pico Gar-
dens, estimated by the defense committee
as 70% Chicano, 20% black and 10%
Indian, Samoan and poor white. The
pattern of police harassment there is
well-known. Says a 28-year-old law stu-
dent who lived for 14 years in the pro-
ject and then returned to join the de-
fense committee:

"You have to be careful about noise
here. If your boy is in 'gang activity,’
they can kick you out. You give up
your privacy and personal liberty in
order to live here. Not only the project
cops, but also the LA police department
are always hanging around, hasseling
you. . . . I was 21 before I realized the
cops had no right to beat us."

The Bear and Richeo Defense Com-
mittee has sent out speakers asking for
support from other organizations and
holds Sunday morning menudo (Mexi-
can stew) sales in Pico Gardens to raise
funds. They plan to issue two buttons,
with the words, "Son Inocentes” (They
are Innocent) and Libertad y Justicia
para Alfredo y Richeo."

Contributions may be sent to: Bear
and Richeo Defense Committee, 1630 E.
Fifth St., Los Angeles 90033.
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